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If a panel vacancy occurs, candidates are nominated by either    
sub-panel (depending on how the outgoing Senator was elected). 
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Revises 
Allows/disallows 
registration 
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based on eligibility 

Clerk checks 
nominee  

qualifications 

Electorate 
(Bye-election)  

Cultural & 
Educational Administrative Industrial & 

Commercial  Agricultural  Labour 

Total membership of Seanad 
Éireann 60 
Taoiseach’s nominees 11 
University seats 6 
Represent vocational interests 43 

43 
Seats 

VOCATIONAL PANELS 

6 
Seats 

Electorate 

University of Dublin 
(Trinity College) 

65,000 
(≥18 years old  
with degree) 

National University of 
Ireland (NUI Maynooth, NUI 
Galway, University College Cork 
and University College Dublin) 

110,000 
(≥18 years old  
with degree) 
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A Seanad election takes place up to 90 days after 
Dáil Éireann has dissolved. 
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