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The European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019 proposes to 

increase the total number of MEPs to be elected in two current European 

Parliament constituencies. The proposed changes follow European 

Council Decision (EU) 2018/937 and will increase the number of Ireland’s 

MEP seats from 11 to 13. There will continue to be 3 MEP constituencies: 

Dublin, Midlands-North-West (MNW) and South. It is proposed that the 

Dublin and MNW constituency will each have 4 seats and the South 

Constituency will have 5 seats. The Dublin and South constituencies will 

gain one MEP respectively. It is proposed that the counties of Laois and 

Offaly will move from MNW to the South constituency. The full 

complement of the MEP seats outlined in the Bill (13) is dependent on the 

UK exiting the EU. Until the date on which the UK legally exits the 

European Union, the number of MEPs participating in the European 

Parliament will remain at 11. 
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Summary 

The European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019 (the Bill) seeks to amend the European 

Parliament Elections Act 1997 and proposes changes in respect of European Parliament 

constituencies in the State.   

Ireland, along with some other EU countries, will have its’ MEP seats increased at the next 

European Parliament elections to be held prospectively in May 2019. The number of MEP seats 

allocated to Ireland will increase from 11 to 13, provided that the UK exits the European Union by 

the time of the 2019 European Parliament elections.   

The changes to constituencies proposed in the Bill are those changes recommended by the 

European Parliament Constituencies Committee:  

 Dublin will increase by 1 seat to have 4 MEP seats. It contains the administrative 
counties of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, South Dublin and Dublin city: 

 Midlands-North-West remains a constituency with 4 MEP seats and is comprised of 
Cavan, Donegal, Galway, Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, 
Roscommon, Sligo and Westmeath; and the city of Galway. (Laois and Offaly have been 
moved from this constituency to the South constituency, detailed below); and, 

 The South will increase by 1 seat to a 5 seat constituency and is comprised of Carlow, 
Clare, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, Laois, Offaly, Tipperary, Wexford and Wicklow; the cities of 
Cork, Limerick and Waterford; and counties Limerick and Waterford.  

The changes can be viewed on the two maps (figures 1 and 2 below) developed by Ordinance 

Survey Ireland for the Constituency Commission: Figure 1 shows current constituencies and 

Figure 2 shows the new proposed constituencies. The Midlands-North-West constituency covers 

13 counties and the revised South constituency is comprised of 12 counties. 

The Bill also makes technical changes to timeframes for making a polling day order and the notice 

of election for European Parliament (EP) elections. 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2019/9/eng/initiated/b0919d.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/html
http://www.constituency-commission.ie/ep/ep-index.htm
http://www.constituency-commission.ie/index.htm
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Figure 1: Current European Parliament Constituencies 

 

Source: L&RS, adapted from Report on Dáil and European Parliament Constituencies 2017 

 

http://www.constituency-commission.ie/cc/docs/Constituency%20Commission%20Report%202017.pdf
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Figure 2: Recommended European Parliament Constituencies 2019 

 
Source: L&RS, adapted from European Parliament Constituency Committee, Report on European Parliament 

Constituencies 2018 

 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/report_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf
https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/report_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf
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Summary of the Bill’s provisions 

Table 1 below summarises the provisions of the European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 

2019. Further discussion of key provisions of the Bill can be found in the ‘Principal Provisions’ 

section of this Bill Digest. 

Table 1: Provisions of the European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019 

Section Title Effect 

1. Definition The “Principal Act” is the European Parliament 
Elections Act 1997. 

2. Amendment to section 10 of 
the Principal Act 

The effect of this is extend the minimum period of 
time for the Minister (of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government) to make a Polling Day Order 
setting out the date for a poll for the European 
Parliament elections. 

The Polling Day Order will have to be made not 
less than 60 days (currently 50) before the polling 
day. 

3. Amendment to Section 15 of 
the Principal Act 

Section 15 provides for constituencies as specified 
in the Principal Act’s Third Schedule, which 
outlines the areas that comprise each of the 
European Parliament constituencies in the State. 
The effect of the proposal is to set these areas 
(administrative counties as per local authorities) as 
those that were constituted on 1 September 2018. 

4. Amendment of Second 
Schedule of the Principal Act 

This proposed amendment provides for: 

1. The returning officer will not later than 45th 
day, replacing 35th day, before the day of the 
poll give notice publicly on nomination 
procedures. 

2. A candidate standing for election to the 
European Parliament can include on their 
nomination paper and notices the name of 
their political group or European political party 
that their national political party are affiliated to 
as set out on the Register of Political Parties 
established under the Electoral Act 1992. 

3. The name of a candidate’s political group or 
European Political Party will, where relevant, 
be printed on the ballot paper. 

5.  Substitution of Third Schedule 
of the Principal Act 

This section sets out the three European 
parliament constituencies, the areas each is 
comprised of, and the number of members to be 
elected in each constituency. 

6. Amendment to section 25 of 
Electoral Act 1992 

The effect of the proposed amendment is that 
Member States may allow for either the name of a 
European Political Party or its logo to be included 
on a ballot paper for elections to the European 
Parliament. It also provides for the name of a 
political grouping or a European Political Party, 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2019/9/eng/initiated/b0919d.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2019/9/eng/initiated/b0919d.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/enacted/en/html
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affiliated to in the European Parliament, to be 
included on Register of Political Parties. 

7. Short title, commencement 
and collective citation 

This section provides the short title of the Act and 
how it may be cited with existing Acts.  

This is a standard provision. 

Source: Compiled by Oireachtas L&RS from European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019. 

 

 

Further related Library & Research Service resources2 

 

On this Bill: 

 L&RS Bills Tracker page on the European Parliament Elections 
(Amendment) Bill 2019 

 

On previous Bills: 

 L&RS Bills Digest: European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2013 

 

Other related L&RS resources: 

 L&RS Note: Voting hours for elections in EU Member States 

 L&RS Note: Election Turnout in Ireland: measurement, trends and policy 
implications 

 L&RS also maintains an In Focus Page on the Local and European 
Elections 
  

                                                
2
 Please note that some of these sources are not available outside of the Houses of the Oireachtas ICT 
environment. 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2019/9/
http://eolas.library.oireachtas.local/european-parliament-elections-amendment-bill-2019/
http://eolas.library.oireachtas.local/european-parliament-elections-amendment-bill-2019/
http://vhlms-a01/AWData/Library2/Bills_Digest_European_Parliament_Elections_Amendment_Bill_2013_104546.pdf
http://vhlms-a01/AWData/Library2/Bills_Digest_European_Parliament_Elections_Amendment_Bill_2013_104546.pdf
http://vhlms-a01/AWData/Library2/20140623votinghours_173055.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/libraryResearch/2016/2016-01-28_election-turnout-in-ireland-measurement-trends-and-policy-implications_en.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/libraryResearch/2016/2016-01-28_election-turnout-in-ireland-measurement-trends-and-policy-implications_en.pdf
http://library.oireachtas.local/current-interest/in-focus-local-government-european-parliament-elections-2014/
http://library.oireachtas.local/current-interest/in-focus-local-government-european-parliament-elections-2014/
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Introduction 

The European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019 was published on 4 February 2019. 

The main aim of the Bill is to implement the recommendations of the European Parliament 

Constituency Committee, namely three constituencies from which MEPs are to be elected as 

follows: 

 Dublin will increase by 1 seat to have 4 MEP seats. It contains the administrative counties 
of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, South Dublin and Dublin city: 

 Midlands-North-West remains a constituency with 4 MEP seats and is comprised of 
Cavan, Donegal, Galway, Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, 
Roscommon, Sligo and Westmeath; and the city of Galway. (Laois and Offaly have been 
moved from this constituency to the South constituency, detailed below); and, 

 The South will increase by 1 seat to a 5 seat constituency and is comprised of Carlow, 
Clare, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, Laois, Offaly, Tipperary, Wexford and Wicklow; the cities of 
Cork, Limerick and Waterford; and counties Limerick and Waterford.  

The Bill also proposes some minor technical amendments to Ireland’s European Parliament 

electoral code in order to implement certain requirements set out in the EU Council Decision of last 

July which reforms the European Union’s electoral law. These amendments mainly relate to the 

mandatory deadline for the submission of candidates and for the exchange of information on 

candidate nominations with other Member States set out in the Council Decision.  

The Bill also provides for the inclusion of the names of European political parties on European 

Parliament ballot papers similar to existing provisions which exist in respect of European political 

groups.  

The Bill is due to undergo Second Stage debate in Dáil Éireann on Wednesday 6 February 2019. 

The body of the Digest is presented across the following sections: 

 Background and policy context; 

 Elections to the European Parliament; 

 Principal provisions; 

 Commentary; and, 

 Financial and policy implications. 

  

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2019/9/eng/initiated/b0919d.pdf
http://www.constituency-commission.ie/ep/ep-index.htm
http://www.constituency-commission.ie/ep/ep-index.htm
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Background and policy context 

This is a short Bill, 7 sections, which amends the current European Parliament (EP) constituencies 

and increases the overall number of MEPs, by two, from 11 to 13. The proposed increase in 

Ireland’s MEPs reflects the planned exit of the United Kingdom from the European Union on 29 

March 2019.  

The Bill proposes to increase the number of seats of the Dublin and South constituencies by one 

Member respectively. It also provides for the transfer of counties Laois and Offaly from the 

“Midlands-North-West” to the “South” constituency. 

Ireland currently has 11 MEPs elected from across three different constituencies as outlined in 

Table 2 below:  

Table 2: Current EP constituencies and MEPs (11 MEPs) 

South Constituency (3) Midlands-North-West 
Constituency (4) 

Dublin Constituency (3) 

Deirdre Clune (Fine Gael) Matt McCarthy (Sinn Fein) Lynn Boylan (Sinn Fein) 

Brian Crowley (Fianna Fáil) Luke Ming Flanagan (Independent) Nessa Childers (Independent) 

Seán Kelly (Fine Gael) Marian Harkin (Independent) Brian Hayes (Fine Gael) 

Liadh Ní Riada (Sinn Fein) Mairead McGuinness (Fine Gael)  

Source: L&RS, adapted from European Parliament website 

European Council decisions 

The legal impetus for the Bill is European Council Decision (EU) 2018/937 of 28 June 2018. That 

European Council Decision provides for the number of members to be elected for to the European 

Parliament for the 2019-2024 parliamentary term. In broad terms, the European Council Decision 

reduces and redistributes European Parliament seats following the decision by the United Kingdom 

(UK) to withdraw from the European Union.  

The proposed composition will reduce the size of the European Parliament from 751 to 705 MEPs. 

27 of the 73 seats which will be vacated by the UK have been re-allocated. While no member state 

will lose seats, the Council decision to increase the number of seats for some member states 

marginally, by two in the case of Ireland, was made on the basis of the principle of “degressive 

proportionality”.3 

Subsequent to the Council Decision, Ireland was required to establish the European Parliament 

Constituency Committee to revisit the allocation of the 13 (as opposed to 11) MEP seats across 

constituencies for the European Parliament elections. 

                                                

3 The notion of degressive proportionality plays a crucial role in the current apportionment scheme for the 
European Parliament. The meaning of degressively proportional concept can be found in two principles 
annexed to the draft of European Parliament resolution. The first, referred as the principle of fair division, 
states that "the larger the population of a Member State, the greater is entitlement to a large number of 
seats". The other condition, referred to as the principle of relative proportionality, holds that "the larger the 
population of a country, the more inhabitants are represented by each of its Members of the EU" (Florek, J. 
2018. “Allocation of seats in the European Parliament and a degressive proporitionality”. Available here) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/search/advanced
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
https://arxiv.org/pdf/1104.3075.pdf
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In addition to the above decision of the European Council, a further Council Decision (2018/994 of 

13 July 2018) inserts a number of mandatory and voluntary provisions into the European electoral 

Act of 1976. These are intended to take effect in advance of the holding of the next elections to the 

European Parliament scheduled to take place in Member States between 23-26 May 2019.  

The nature and role of European Parliament? 

The European Parliament (EP) is the sole directly elected body under the aegis of the European 

Union. It is the representative body for the EU’s (current) 500 million citizens through its direct 

elections of Members of the European Parliament (MEP).  

The EP has three main powers:4 

1. Legislating: This power is shared with the Council of the European Union. In most 
situations, European laws are made by a co-decision procedure. This means that the 
Council and the EP jointly adopt law. The EP can make amendments to legislation under 
this procedure. However, there are certain important areas, for example, tax legislation, 
where the Parliament may only give an opinion as to whether a proposed piece of 
legislation can become law.  

2. Budgetary: This power is also shared with the Council. The EP supervises spending by the 
EU and it also adopts the annual budget for the EU. It has the last word on spending on the 
European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, cultural and educational 
programmes, humanitarian aid and refugee programmes.  

3. Democratic oversight: The EP supervises all EU activities. It sets up committees of inquiry 
to investigate certain matters. It also plays a crucial role in supervising the European 
Commission. The European Commission must submit reports to the Parliament on its 
activities and must answer written or oral questions during “Question Time”. If two-thirds of 
the EP votes in favour of a motion of censure against the Commission, the entire 
Commission is forced to resign.  

The EP also has powers where enlargement of the European Union is concerned. The EP 

monitors the negotiations between the EU and countries that wish to join the EU. At the end of the 

negotiating process the EP has to agree to their membership of the EU. If the EP says no, there is 

in this regard no appeal mechanism. 

Given its role as a parliament of the European Union, it has been argued that locating the EP in 

wider theories of legislatures is complicated by its political context (Judge and Earnshaw 2008).5 

While the EP is - like all legislatures - a multifunctional organisation, it is however unlike other 

parliaments by virtue of its unique role as “a transnational body operating in a system of multi-

governance” (Judge and Earnshaw 2008: 24). As such, the EP has come in for some criticism as 

to its supposed “democratic deficit” relative to how national parliaments represent their citizens.6  

Judge and Earnshaw (2008) suggest here that the EP should be viewed within the wider context of 

the EU and as such should be seen as part of multilevel government that the EU represents where 

its legitimacy is a ‘dual legitimacy’, that is one shared between representative parliaments at 

national and EU levels.  

                                                
4
 L&RS, adapted from Citizensinformation.ie 

5
 Judge, D. and Earnshaw, D. 2008. The European Parliament. 

6
 See for instance, Lord, C. 2017. An indirect legitimacy argument for a directly elected European Parliament. 
European Journal of Political Research, Vol. 56, pages 512-52; and Lord, C. 2018. The European Parliament: A 
working parliament with a public? The Journal of Legislative Studies, Vol. 24:1, pages 34-50. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2018/994/oj
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/european_government/eu_institutions/european_parliament.html
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Corbett et al (2011) have suggested that due in part to the following factors, the EP is unique 

among parliaments: 

 It is the largest body seen globally based on “transnational democracy”; 

 It is one part of a unique institutional system (the EU) which mixes supranational powers 
and intergovernmental cooperation; 

 It has been controversial given opposition to it initially from elected members at national 
level; 

 It has evolved at great pace when compared to most national parliamentary structures; 

 It, in response to Member States’ wishes, operates in three locations: Brussels, 
Luxembourg and Strasbourg; 

 It is multilingual; 

 Unlike national parliaments, no government emerges directly from having a majority in the 
EP; 

 It has continued to expand in size given the growth of the EU to include, at present, 28 
Member States; 

 Its Members come from a large number of political parties which are in turn affiliated to a 
smaller number of political groupings at the EP level; and, 

 It has a fixed term of office and can not be dissolved 

Current configuration of MEPs 

Figure 3 below shows the current composition of the European Parliament’s MEPs and their 

respective European political parties or groupings. As Figure 3 shows the two largest groupings in 

the EP are firstly, the Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats) (EPP) and 

secondly, the Group of Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European 

Parliament (S&D). 

Figure 3: MEPs by political group (as at 23/01/2017) 

 

Legend: 

EPP: Group of the European People’s 
Party (Christian Democrats);  

S&D: Group of the Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats in the European 
Parliament;  

ECR: European Conservatives and 
Reformists Group;  

ALDE: Group of the Alliance of Liberals 
and Democrats in Europe; 

GUE/NGL: Confederal Group of European 
United Left/Nordic Green Left; 

Greens/EFA: Group of the Greens/Europe 
Free Alliance; 

EFDD: Europe of Freedom and Direct 
Democracy Group; 

ENF: Europe of Nations and Freedom; 
and, 

NI: Non-attached members. 
 

At present, some Irish political parties are affiliated with a political grouping or political party in the 

EP. The current affiliation, where relevant, of Irish political parties:7 

 Fianna Fáil - Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) 

                                                
7
 Source: Register of Political Parties, available here. 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/members/partyRegister/2018/2018-10-26_register-of-political-parties-2018_en.pdf
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 Fine Gael - Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) 

 The Labour Party - Socialists and Democrats Group 

 Green Party / Comhaontas Glas - The Greens – European Free Alliance 

 Sinn Féin - European United Left/Nordic Green Left Group (GUE/NGL) 

Table 3 below shows the current distribution of each Member State’s MEPs across the various 

political groupings and political parties of the EP. 

Table 3: Distribution of MEPs by political grouping (as at 23/01/17) 

Flag Member State EPP S&D ECR ALDE GUE/NGL Greens/EFA EFDD ENF NI Total 

 
Austria 5 5  1  3  4  18 

 
Belgium 4 4 4 6  2  1  21 

 
Bulgaria 7 4 2 4      17 

 
Croatia 5 2 1 2  1    11 

 
Cyprus 1 2 1  2     6 

 
Czech Republic 7 4 2 4 3  1   21 

 
Denmark 1 3 4 3 1 1    13 

 
Estonia 1 1  3  1    6 

 
Finland 3 2 2 4 1 1    13 

 
France 20 13  7 4 6 1 20 3 74 

 
Germany 34 27 6 4 8 13 1 1 2 96 

 
Greece 5 4 1  6    5 21 

 
Hungary 12 4    2   3 21 

 
Ireland 4 1 1 1 4     11 

 
Italy 15 30 2  3 1 15 6 1 73 

 
Latvia 4 1 1 3  1    8 

 
Lithuania 3 2 1 3  1 1   11 

 
Luxembourg 3 1  1  1    6 

 
Malta 3 3        6 

 
Netherlands 5 3 2 7 3 2  4  26 

 
Poland 23 5 19    1 2 1 51 

 
Portugal 8 8  1 4     21 

 
Romania 12 15 1 3    1  32 

 
Slovakia 6 4 3       13 

 
Slovenia 5 1  1  1    8 

 
Spain 17 14  8 11 4    54 

 
Sweden 4 6  3 1 4 2   20 

 
United Kingdom  20 21 1 1 6 20 1 3 73 

 
Total EU 217 189 74 68 52 51 42 40 18 751 

Source: European Parliament, 2017. Available here. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/files/home-page/en-ep-brochure.pdf
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European Parliament elections in Ireland 

Elections in Ireland to the European Parliament are governed by the European Parliament 

Elections Acts 1992 to 2014 which provide for elections on the single transferable vote system in 

multi-member constituencies. The provision concerning the revision of constituencies is in section 

15(2) of the European Parliament Elections Act 1997, as follows: 

“(2) The Minister shall, having considered any report presented on statutory authority to 

each House of the Oireachtas recommending any alteration in the constituencies for which 

candidates shall be elected under this Act to be representatives in the Parliament, and not 

later than the first day of December, 2003 and at least once in every ten years thereafter, 

submit to the Oireachtas proposals for a review of the said constituencies.” 

  

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/2/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/2/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/html
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Elections to the EP: European Parliament Constituency 

Committee 2018 

Direct elections to the European Parliament are held every five years: the first direct elections were 

held in 1979. The elections take place in each Member State within a four-day period fixed by the 

Council of Ministers. Elections are usually in the month of May or June but in 2014 elections were 

held in May (2019’s election is set for May). The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 

Government appoints the polling day and the polling period, which must last at least 12 hours 

between 7 a.m. and 10.30 p.m. 

Following the European Council Decision and the allocation of an additional two seats to Ireland, 

the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, Eoghan Murphy TD, signed the 

European Parliament Constituency Committee (Establishment) Order 2018 (Statutory Instrument, 

No. 279 of 2018) on 24 July 2018, which established an independent committee to report on new 

European Parliament constituencies. The Committee’s terms of reference are provided for in Part 

II of the Electoral Act 1997. 

It should be noted that proposals set out in the Bill reflect fully the recommendations of the 

European Parliament Constituency Committee (the Committee). 

The membership of the Committee in 2018 was Mr. Justice Robert Haughton, of the High Court, 

nominated by the Chief Justice as Chairperson of the Committee; Peter Finnegan, Clerk of the 

Dáil; Martin Groves, Clerk of the Seanad; John McCarthy, Secretary General of the Department of 

Housing, Planning and Local Government; and, Peter Tyndall, Ombudsman. 

In beginning its assessment, the Committee noted that Constituency Commission Report of 2017, 

“Dáil and European Parliament Constituencies”, recommended maintenance of the current 

arrangements in respect of constituencies for the election of members to the European Parliament.  

However, despite this recommendation to maintain the status quo, the European Council Decision 

(EU) 2018/937 of 28 June 2018 was made in the context of the expected withdrawal of the UK 

from the European Union and required the Committee to account for the increase in total MEPs to 

Ireland from 11 to 13.  

Under Irish electoral law, the Committee is required to ensure that constituencies are limited to 

electing 3, 4 or 5 members only.  

Moreover, the Committee, under its terms of reference, was required to have regard also to: 

 the extent and density of population in each constituency – on foot of Census 2016, each of 
the proposed 13 MEPs elected from Ireland should represent an average population of 
366,297; 

 the avoidance of breaching county boundaries in as far as practicable; and, 

 maintenance of continuity in the arrangement of constituencies, subject to other 
considerations. 

The current configuration of the three European Parliament Constituencies is detailed in Table 4 

below. 

  

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/279/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/279/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/25/section/5/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/25/section/5/enacted/en/html
http://www.constituency-commission.ie/mwg-internal/de5fs23hu73ds/progress?id=TRoWpVWuUW55CyRZlF8iVxXIhCM6tAqpR-tZ4xiJzCw,
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
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Table 4: Population and variance in existing European Parliament constituencies 

Constituency and 

(number of 

members) 

Area 2016 

Population 

Population 

per MEP 

Variance  

(% variance from 

national average per 

MEP) 

Dublin (3) 
The counties of: Dun 
Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal 
and South Dublin; and the 
city of Dublin.  

1,347,359 449,120 +3.75% 

Midlands-North-

West (4) 

The counties of: Cavan, 
Donegal, Galway, Kildare, 
Laois, Leitrim, Longford, 
Louth, Mayo, Meath, 
Monaghan, Offaly, 
Roscommon, Sligo and 
Westmeath; and the city of 
Galway.  

1,686,175 421,544 -2.62% 

South (4) 
The counties of: Carlow, 
Clare, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, 
Tipperary, Wexford and 
Wicklow; the cities and 
counties of Limerick and 
Waterford; and the city of 
Cork.  

1,728,331 432,083 -0.19% 

Total 4,761,865 432,897  

Source: Report on European Parliament Constituencies 2018 

Committee recommendation 

The Committee examined a range of constituency configurations including options under a number 

of configurations of 3, 4 or 5 seat constituencies. The Committee concluded that an arrangement 

based on three constituencies was “most in keeping with its terms of reference”. 

Dublin 

The Committee considered the existing Dublin constituency and noted that it had a variance of 

+3.75% in the current 11 MEP-seat arrangement. Ultimately, the Committee concluded that in the 

view of equality of representation, this was best achieved by adding a seat to the existing Dublin 

constituency, without any change in its geographical territory.  

As 4-seat constituency, Dublin’s population variance becomes -8.04% which, from the perspective 

of the past figures for variance as set out in Table 4 (above), the Committee considered to be a 

reasonable figure. 

Midlands-North-West / South 

Given the Committee’s terms of reference in respect of maintaining a three constituency 

arrangement, it recommended that the remaining nine seats should be distributed in a 

configuration of 5 and 4 seat constituencies respectively. 

In order to achieve an acceptable equality of representation, the Committee recommended the 

transfer of population between the existing constituencies of Midlands-North-West and 

South. The approach of the Committee was to transfer the population in the counties of Laois and 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFyOnuu6TgAhXiuXEKHZajAe0QFjAAegQICBAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.housing.gov.ie%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2Ffiles%2Freport_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3BjbDg78exrUaBZ-j6pmC6
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Offaly from the existing Midlands-North-West constituency into the existing South constituency with 

the existing Midlands-North-West constituency remaining at 4 seats and the South constituency 

becoming a 5-seat constituency. The Committee commented that “one of the features of this 

configuration is that none of the existing constituencies would ‘lose’ a seat which… was important 

in the context of an overall increase of two members to be elected from Ireland.” 

The following table (5) outlines the recommended constituencies arrived at by the Committee and 

which are reflected in full in the Bill’s provisions. 

Table 5: Population and variance in proposed European Parliament constituencies
8
 

Constituency and 

(number of 

members) 

Area 2016 

Population 

Population 

per MEP 

Variance  

(% variance from 

national average per 

MEP) 

Dublin (4) 
The counties of: Dun 
Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal 
and South Dublin; and the 
city of Dublin.  

1,347,359 336,840 -8.04% 

Midlands-North-

West (4) 

The counties of: Cavan, 
Donegal, Galway, Kildare, 
Leitrim, Longford, Louth, 
Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, 
Roscommon, Sligo and 
Westmeath; and the city of 
Galway.  

1,523,517 380,879 -3.98% 

South (5) 
The counties of: Carlow, 
Clare, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, 
Laois, Offaly, Tipperary, 
Wexford and Wicklow; the 
cities and counties of 
Limerick and Waterford; and 
the city of Cork.  

1,890,989 378,198 -3.25% 

Total 4,761,865 366,297  

Source: Report on European Parliament Constituencies 2018 

It should be noted that the Committee considered the European Council Decision, noted above, 

and specifically its provisions in the event that the UK does not leave the EU by 29 March 2019 

and the effect that only 11 of the 13 members elected from Ireland would take up their seats 

initially. However, in considering this, the Committee, in its report, stated that they were “of the 

view that it was not in their terms of reference to recommend how the Oireachtas might legislate to 

comply with this provision”.9 

  

                                                

8 Under the principle of regressive proportionality, while larger countries get more MEPs, the number of 
citizens per MEP is significantly lower in smaller countries. For example, at 2014 (last EP election), 
Germany had one MEP for every 852,539 citizens, while Malta had 69,352 citizens per MEP. 

9 2018: 12, Report on European Parliament Constituencies 2018 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFyOnuu6TgAhXiuXEKHZajAe0QFjAAegQICBAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.housing.gov.ie%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2Ffiles%2Freport_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3BjbDg78exrUaBZ-j6pmC6
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFyOnuu6TgAhXiuXEKHZajAe0QFjAAegQICBAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.housing.gov.ie%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2Ffiles%2Freport_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3BjbDg78exrUaBZ-j6pmC6


Bill Digest | European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019  15 

 

 

Principal Provisions 

The European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019 consists of 7 sections. This part of the 

Digest is structured around the principal changes proposed by the Bill as follows: 

 Definition; 

 Amendment of section 10 of the Principal Act; 

 Amendment of section 1 of the Principal Act; 

 Substitution of the Third Schedule to the Principal Act; and, 

 Amendment of section 24 of the Electoral Act 1992; 

Definition 

For the purposes of the Bill, section 1 defines the “Principal Act” as the European Parliament 

Elections Act 1997. This has been amended previously in 2004 and 2014. 

Polling day order 

Section 2 proposes to amend section (10(1)a) of the Principal Act and extend the minimum period 

of time for the Minister (of Housing, Planning and Local Government) to make a Polling Day Order 

setting out the date for a poll for the European Parliament elections. Currently, it is 50 days; the Bill 

proposes it will be 60 days. In part, this amendment arises on foot of the proposals under the Bill’s 

section 4 (discussed below) which extends the timeframe for the notice of election. 

Revised constituencies 

Section 3 amends section 15 of the Principal Act. Section 15 provides for constituencies as 

specified in the Act’s Third Schedule which outlines the areas to comprise each of the European 

Parliament constituencies in the State. The effect of the proposal is to set these areas 

(administrative counties as per local authorities) as those that were constituted on 1 September 

2018. 

It should be noted that the Local Government Bill 2018 was signed into law by the President on 25 

January 2019. The Local Government Act 2019 has the effect, among other things, of transferring 

parts of the administrative area of Cork County Council to that of Cork City Council.10 

Amending rules for conducting EP elections 

Section 4 amends rules, 2, 5 and 50 of the Second Schedule (Rule for the conduct of the election) 

of the Principal Act.  

Rule 2 

In Part 1 (Nominations), rule 2 (notice of election), the effect of the proposed change is that the 

returning officer will not later than the 45th day before the day of the poll give notice publicly of the 

times for the receipt of nominations, the amount of the deposit, the time and place for obtaining, 

                                                

10 It is anticipated that an amendment will be brought forward at Committee Stage to mirror the relevant 
franchise provisions within the Local Government Act 2019. Communication to the L&RS from the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 05/02/2019 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/pdf
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2018/91/
https://president.ie/en/media-library/news-releases/president-higgins-signs-local-government-bill-2018-into-law
https://president.ie/en/media-library/news-releases/president-higgins-signs-local-government-bill-2018-into-law
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2018/91/
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among other things nomination papers, the time and place where the returning officer will accept 

nominations etc. Currently these actions must be carried out not later than the 35th day before the 

poll. 

This timeline is extended so as that the Principal Act, if amended, will comply with Article 1(6) of 

the Council Decision (EU) 2018/994 which amended the (EU) Act concerning the election of the 

members of the European Parliament. This states that “[e]ach Member State shall designate a 

contact authority responsible for exchanging data on voters and candidates with its counterparts in 

the other Member States”…”no later than six weeks before the first day of the electoral period”. 

Rule 5 

In Part 1 (Nominations), rule 5 (Nomination of candidates), the proposed amendment seeks to 

substitute paragraph (3) and paragraph (5) respectively. The effect of the proposed amendments, 

subject of the proposed amendment in the Bill’s section 6 (amendment to the Electoral Act 1992), 

will enable a candidate standing for election to the European Parliament to include on their 

nomination paper and notices the name of their political group or European political party that their 

national political party are affiliated to as set out on the Register of Political Parties established 

under the Electoral Act 1992. 

Rule 50 

In Part VII (Arrangements for the poll), rule 50, the proposed amendment provides the substitution 

of subparagraph (d) of paragraph (2). The effect of this is that, subject of the proposed amendment 

in the Bill’s section 6 (amendment to the Electoral Act 1992), the name of a candidate’s political 

group or European Political Party will, where relevant, be printed on the ballot paper. 

Substitution of Third Schedule 

Section 5 proposes to substitute the Principal Act’s Third Schedule in respect of European 

Elections held after 1 January 2019. The proposed Third Schedule sets each of the three 

European Constituencies, the areas each is comprised of and the number of members to be 

elected in each constituency. The proposed constituencies are those initially recommended by the 

Report on the European Parliament Constituencies 2018. As noted above, the total number of 

members that Ireland will elect to the European Parliament in 2019 was established by European 

Council Decision (EU) 2018/937 which set the composition of the European Parliament for the 

2019-2024 parliamentary term. 

Section 5 thus sets out the following to substitute the Principal Act’s third schedule: 

Table 6: Proposed European Parliament constituencies as per section 5 of the Bill  

Constituency Area Number of 
Members 

Dublin 
The counties of: Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin; 
and the city of Dublin. 

4 (+1) 

Midlands-North-
West 

The counties of: Cavan, Donegal, Galway, Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, 
Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, Roscommon, Sligo and Westmeath; 
and the city of Galway. 

4 (-) 

South 
The counties of: Carlow, Clare, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, Laois, Offaly, 
Tipperary, Wexford and Wicklow; the cities and counties of Limerick 
and Waterford; and the city of Cork. 

5 (+1) 

Source: European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2019 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2018/994/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2018/994/oj
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/enacted/en/html
https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/report_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
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Table 7 below outlines the proposed distribution of European Parliament seats for the above 

period and in view of the UK’s planned withdrawal from the EU. 

Table 7: Proposed distribution of MEPs by Member State  

Flag Member State Previous seat allocation: 2014-2019 Seat allocation: 2019-2024 

 Austria 18 19 

 
Belgium 21 21 

 
Bulgaria 17 17 

 
Croatia 11 12 

 
Cyprus 6 6 

 Czech Republic 21 14 

 
Denmark 13 14 

 Estonia 6 7 

 
Finland 13 14 

 
France 74 79 

 Germany 96 96 

 
Greece 21 21 

 Hungary 21 21 

 
Ireland 11 13 

 
Italy 73 76 

 Latvia 8 8 

 
Lithuania 11 11 

 Luxembourg 6 6 

 
Malta 6 6 

 Netherlands 26 29 

 
Poland 51 52 

 
Portugal 21 21 

 Romania 32 33 

 
Slovakia 13 14 

 Slovenia 8 8 

 
Spain 54 59 

 
Sweden 20 21 

 United Kingdom 73 - 

 
Total EU 751 698 

Source: European Council Decision (EU) 2018/937 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
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Amendment of Section 25 of the Electoral Act 1992 

Under section 6, on foot of Article 1(3) of the Council Decision (EU) 2018/994, it is proposed to 

amend section 25 of the Electoral Act 1992 by substituting paragraph (g), in subsection (7) with a 

new paragraph. Section 6 also proposed to amend section 25 of the Act by substituting a new 

subsection for subsection (8). 

The effect of the proposed amendment is that Member States may allow for either the name of a 

European Political Party or its logo to be included on a ballot paper for elections to the European 

Parliament. It also provides for the name of a political grouping or a European Political Party may 

be affiliated to in the European Parliament may be included on Register of Political Parties. 

What happens if the UK has not legally exited the EU by the time of elections? 

Under Article 3 of the European Council Decision (EU) 2018/937, in the event the UK is still a Member 

State of the EU at the beginning of the 2019-2024 European parliamentary term, the number of 

MEPs will follow Article 3 of the European Council Decision 2013/312/EU which maintains the 

number of seats per Member State as is the case at present, that is for the 2014 to 2019 European 

parliamentary term.  

The Bill does not specify what will happen to the 2 additional elected Irish MEPs in the event that 

the UK does not leave the EU. A press report, see the following section of the Digest, states that 

amendments may be made to the Bill at Committee stage to deal with these issues. This scenario 

poses a number of questions, namely: which MEPs would not be able to take up their seats? and, 

would such MEPs be paid even if they are not attending the EP? 

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2018/994/oj
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/section/25/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1992/act/23/section/25/enacted/en/html
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/members/partyRegister/2018/2018-10-26_register-of-political-parties-2018_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018D0937
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32013D0312
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Media and stakeholder commentary  

This section provides a brief overview of some commentary on the Bill’s proposals. It should be 

noted that given the short time between publication of the Bill and its Second Stage Dáil Debate (2 

days), at the time of the Digest’s publication specific commentary on the Bills proposals have been 

limited, nevertheless the most recent media commentary is listed on the L&RS Bills Tracker page 

for the Bill.  

Conor McMorrow, writing on RTE.ie, a background on the Bill in the context of ‘Brexit’, stating 

that:11  

“After Britain’s decision to leave, it was decided last year to reduce the overall number of 

seats to 705. Of the 73 seats to be vacated by the UK, 27 are being re-allocated. Two of 

these seats go to Ireland, increasing our number of MEPs from 11 to 13.”  

In terms of the proposed withdrawal of the UK from the EU, this piece notes that: 

…“the European Council has also provided for a scenario where the UK does not formally 

leave the EU on 29 March. In that instance, the remaining EU member states would not 

take up their additional seats until the UK leaves.” 

“So, 11 Irish MEPs would take up their seats when the 2019-2024 parliament convenes. 

The additional two seats would be taken up when UK’s withdrawal becomes legally 

effective. 

According to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government: "Consideration 

is being given to implementation in Ireland, of this element of the Council decision, in the 

event that the United Kingdom does not leave the European Union as anticipated on 29 

March 2019." 

The article concludes by stating that:12 

“Minister Eoghan Murphy will bring proposals on how to deal with the scenario of Ireland 

having just 11 seats, instead of 13, to Cabinet this Tuesday. Further clarity on how the 

Government will deal with this anomaly is expected to emerge when the Government tables 

amendments to the bill at the committee stage of the debate.” 

  

                                                
11

 Conor McMorrow, “Runners and riders line up for Euro elections race”, RTE.ie, 02/02/19 

12 Reference is made to this press report in the final paragraph of page 18. 

http://eolas.library.oireachtas.local/european-parliament-elections-amendment-bill-2019/
https://www.rte.ie/news/politics/2019/0202/1027086-european-parliament-election/
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Financial and policy implications 

The Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) of the Bill was published at the time of submission of the 

General scheme to Joint Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government (JCHPLG) in 

December 2018.13 Following a private hearing of the JCHPLG with officials from the Department of 

Housing, Planning and Local Government, the Joint Committee decided not to undertake pre-

legislative scrutiny on the Bill. 

The RIA identifies the central policy option reflected in the Bill as: 

“Implement the recommendations in the Report on European Parliament Constituencies 

2018 without change and amend the European Parliament Elections Act 1997 to give effect 

in Ireland to the provisions of Articles 1(3) and 1(6) having specific regard to the insertion of 

new Articles 3a, 3b and 9b into the European Union’s Act concerning the election of the 

members of the European Parliament by direct universal suffrage.”  

The RIA provides the following assessment (Table 8 below) of the proposals and their likely 

impact.  

Table 8: Summary of DHPLG’s RIA for the Bill. 

Headings Relevant text from the RIA 

Costs “No additional cost identified” 

 

Benefits “Article 3(1) of Council Decision (EU) 2018/937 would be implemented in 

Ireland.  

In addition, the mandatory requirements, relating to the deadline for the 

submission of candidates and for the exchange of information on candidate 

nominations, set out in Council Decision (EU, Euratom) 2018/994 would also 

be complied with. The voluntary provision on the inclusion of the names of 

European political parties on ballot papers would also be given effect in 

Ireland.” 

 

Impact ”The arrangement of European Parliament constituencies as recommended 

will provide for the election of 13 members of the European Parliament in 

Ireland in 2019 and will provide for optimal equality of representation between 

constituencies. 

                                                

13 Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 2018. Regulatory Impact Assessment of the General 
Scheme of the European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill.  
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The deadlines set out in new articles 3a and 9b of the European Union’s 

electoral law will be comfortably achieved by Ireland. The extension of the 

minimum period by which a Polling Day Order must be made will have a side 

effect of increasing the spending period for European Parliament elections. 

However, neither the spending limit nor the reimbursement threshold is being 

increased; no additional costs are envisaged arising from this effect. 

Candidates standing for election at European Parliament elections will have 

the option of including on ballot papers the names of European political parties 

that they or their national political parties may be affiliated to.” 

 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 2018. Regulatory Impact Analysis – European 

Parliament Elections (Amendment) Bill 2018. 
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Appendix 

European Parliament constituency reviews 1977 to 2017
14

 

1977 

Constituency recommendations were first made in the European Assembly Constituency 

Commission Report 1977. That Commission recommended 4 constituencies for the election of 15 

MEPs: 

 Connacht-Ulster: 3 seats (counties Cavan, Donegal, Galway, Leitrim, Mayo, Monaghan, 
Roscommon and Sligo); 

 Dublin: 4 seats (Dublin City and Dublin County); 

 Leinster: 3 seats (counties Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny, Laoighis, Longford, Louth, Meath, 
Offaly, Westmeath, Wexford and Wicklow); 

 Munster: 5 seats (counties Clare, Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary North Riding, Tipperary 
South Riding, Waterford and the cities of Cork, Limerick and Waterford). 

The recommendations of the Commission were accepted in full and the new constituencies were 

specified in the European Assembly Elections Act 1977. 

1993 

Recommendations in the European Parliament Constituency Commission Report 1993 were for 

the transfer of a seat from the Munster to the Leinster constituency while retaining 4 constituencies 

for 15 MEPs: 

 Connacht-Ulster: 3 seats;  

 Dublin: 4 seats;  

 Leinster: 4 seats;  

 Munster: 4 seats. 

The recommendations of the Commission were accepted in full and the new constituencies were 

specified in the European Parliament Elections Act 1993. 

1998 

In the Constituency Commission Report 1998, no change was recommended in the formation of 

the 4 existing European constituencies or in the number of members to be elected in each. That 

recommendation was accepted and no legislative change was made arising from this review. 

The next two reviews 

Transitional arrangements in the Accession Treaty signed on 16 April 2003 provided for Ireland to 

elect 13 MEPs in the 2004 European Parliament elections and 12 in the 2009 elections. The next 

two Constituency Commissions made recommendations based on these numbers. 

2003 

In the Constituency Commission Report on European Parliament Constituencies, 2003, the 

Commission recommended, for the 13 seats, that the existing constituencies be altered by the 

reduction of a seat in each of the Leinster and Munster constituencies and the transfer of the 

                                                
14

 Reproduced from the Report on European Parliament Constituencies 2018 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiKp8nR0aDgAhXeShUIHRpqD9sQFjAAegQICRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.housing.gov.ie%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2Ffiles%2Freport_on_european_parliament_constituencies_2018.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3BjbDg78exrUaBZ-j6pmC6
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population of County Clare from the Munster constituency to the Connacht-Ulster constituency. 

The Commission also recommended that the constituencies be renamed - 

 North-West: 3 seats (counties Cavan, Clare, Donegal, Galway, Leitrim, Mayo, Monaghan, 
Roscommon, Sligo and the city of Galway); 

 Dublin: 4 seats (counties Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, South Dublin and the city of 
Dublin); 

 East: 3 seats (counties Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny, Laois, Longford, Louth, Meath, Offaly, 
Westmeath, Wexford and Wicklow); 

 South: 3 seats (Cork, Kerry, Limerick, North Tipperary, South Tipperary, Waterford and the 
cities of Cork, Limerick and Waterford). 

The recommendations of the commission were accepted in full and the new constituencies for the 

election of 13 members of the European Parliament were specified in the European Parliament 

Elections (Amendment) Act 2004. 

2007 

In the Constituency Commission Report on Dáil and European Parliament Constituencies 2007 the 

Commission recommended, for the 12 seats, that there be a reduction of one seat in the Dublin 

constituency and that the population of the counties of Longford and Westmeath be transferred 

from the East to the North-West constituency - 

 North-West: 3 seats (counties Cavan, Clare, Donegal, Galway, Leitrim, Longford, Mayo, 
Monaghan, Roscommon, Sligo, Westmeath and the city of Galway); 

 Dublin: 3 seats (counties Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, South Dublin and the city of 
Dublin); 

 East: 3 seats (counties Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny, Laois, Louth, Meath, Offaly, Wexford and 
Wicklow); 

 South: 3 seats (Cork, Kerry, Limerick, North Tipperary, South Tipperary, Waterford and the 
cities of Cork, Limerick and Waterford). 

The recommendations of the Commission were accepted in full and the new constituencies were 

specified in the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2009. 

2012 

In the Constituency Commission Report 2012 Dáil and European Parliament Constituencies the 

Commission recommended that the arrangement most in keeping with its terms of reference would 

be that of maintenance of the existing arrangement of constituencies for the election of members 

of the European Parliament. That recommendation was accepted and therefore no legislative 

change was necessary arising from this review. 

2013 

In 2013 a Committee was established to review European Parliament Constituencies. This review 

was brought about by the European Council Decision of 28 June 2013 which provided that the 

number of MEPs to be elected from Ireland for the 2014-2019 parliamentary term would be 11 

(reduced from 12). 

In the Report on European Parliament Constituencies 2013, the Committee recommended the 

following configuration - 

 Dublin (3 seats) - counties Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin; and the city 
of Dublin; 
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 Midlands-North-West (4 seats) - counties Cavan, Donegal, Galway, Kildare, Laois, Leitrim, 
Longford, Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo and Westmeath; and 
the city of Galway; 

 South (4 seats) - counties Carlow, Clare, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, Limerick, North Tipperary, 
South Tipperary, Waterford, Wexford and Wicklow; and the cities of Cork, Limerick and 
Waterford. 

These constituencies were specified in the European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Act 2014. 

2017 

In the Constituency Commission Report 2017 Dáil and European Parliament Constituencies no 

change was recommended in the formation of the 3 existing European Parliament constituencies 

or in the number of members to be elected in each. That recommendation was accepted and 

therefore no legislative change was necessary arising from this review. 
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