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European Parliament  Coming Week Highlights 

Plenary session, Strasbourg 

President’s diary. On Wednesday, EP President Metsola will meet with Finnish Prime Minister Orpo 
before he addresses plenary. On Friday, she will be on an official visit to Sweden, where she will meet 
Parliament Speaker Andres Norlén, representatives of the political groups in the Swedish Parliament and 
Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson (followed by a press point). In the morning, she will also participate in a 
Town Hall discussion with young people. 

Energy efficiency of buildings. MEPs will debate on Monday and take a final vote on Tuesday on a new 
directive to reduce energy consumption and greenhouse-gas emissions from the buildings sector, and 
make it climate neutral by 2050. The rapporteur will hold a press conference after the vote. 

Media Freedom Act. On Tuesday, plenary will debate a new regulation to protect EU journalists from 
growing threats to media freedom and to ensure that citizens have access to a plurality of editorially 
independent media content. Ahead of the final vote on Wednesday the rapporteur will hold a press 
conference. 

International Women’s Day. On Tuesday, two players from the Spanish women’s national football 
team winner of the 2023 World Cup, Ivana Andrés and Alba Redondo, will address MEPs to mark 
international women’s day. 

Industrial emissions. On Tuesday, plenary will take a final vote on a new regulation to reduce air, 
water and soil pollution from industrial installations and large livestock farms. 

Fighting foreign interference. During Question Time on Tuesday, MEPs will quiz Commission Vice-
President Jourová about EU governments’ preparedness to combat foreign interference, including from 
Russia. 

March European Council. In a debate with Commission President von der Leyen and the Belgian 
Presidency on Tuesday morning, MEPs will outline their expectations for the 21 -22 March EU summit, set 
to focus on Russia’s war against Ukraine, the war in the Gaza Strip and European security and defence. 

Artificial Intelligence. Following a debate on Tuesday, MEPs are set to adopt on Wednesday the 
Artificial Intelligence Act, which aims to ensure that AI is trustworthy, safe and respects EU fundamental 
rights, while supporting innovation and making Europe a leader in the field. A press conference by the 
two rapporteurs is scheduled for Wednesday ahead of the vote. 

“This is Europe” debate/ Petteri Orpo. Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo will outline to plenary on 
Wednesday at 10.30 his vision on Europe’s challenges and future, followed by a debate with MEPs. A 
press point by EP President Metsola and the Prime Minister will take place at around 10.20. 

Safety of toys. On Wednesday, Parliament will set its position on new rules to decrease the number of 
unsafe toys sold in the EU and protect children more robustly from toy-related risks. A press conference 
with the rapporteur will take place after the vote. 

Reducing waste. On Wednesday, plenary will vote on its position on new waste reduction targets to 
better prevent and reduce waste from food and textiles across the EU. MEPs also want producers to cover 
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costs for collecting, sorting and recycling waste textiles. 

Euro 7/road transport emissions. MEPs will debate and take a final vote on Wednesday on new rules 
to reduce road transport emissions for passenger cars, vans, buses, trucks and trailers. 

Link to full plenary agenda here 

 

 

European Commission Coming Week Highlights  

Monday - Friday Mr Josep Borrell in New York, United States: participates in meetings at the United 
Nations 

Monday Ms Mairead McGuinness meets with Ms Mella Frewen, Senior Advisor, Board 
Member of Foundation Earth. 

Tuesday College meeting 

Tuesday Ms Mairead McGuinness in the margins of the meeting of the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Council, meets with Ms Riikka Purra, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance of Finland. 

Thursday President Ursula von der Leyen in Tórshavn, Faroe Islands: meets with Mr. Aksel 
V. Johannesen, Prime Minister of the Faroe Islands, together with Ms. Mette 
Frederiksen, Prime Minister of Denmark 

Link to Commisson’s Weekly Calendar here 

 

 Council of the European Union Coming Week Highlights 

11 March Eurogroup Agenda :  macroeconomic developments and fiscal policy in the euro 
area in 2025; statement on the future of the Capital Markets Union; preparation 
of the March Euro Summit 

11 March Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (Employment and 
social policy) Agenda: Platform work; European Semester; The Youth Guarantee; 
Social investments and reforms;  

12 March Economic and Financial Affairs Council Agenda:  Recovery and Resilience Facility; 
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine; G20 follow-up; EU budget; Financial 
services; Social investments and reforms. 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdfs/news/expert/agenda_week_by_day/11-2024/11-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/cldr_24_1382
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/eurogroup/2024/03/11/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/epsco/2024/03/11/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/epsco/2024/03/11/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/ecofin/2024/03/12/
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Highlights Week  4 to 10 March 2024 

European Parliament.  

Highlights Week    4 to 10 March 2024    

Deal on new rules for more sustainable packaging in the EU 

On Monday, Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement on revamped rules to reduce, reuse and 
recycle packaging, increase safety and boost the circular economy. 

The new measures aim to make packaging used in the EU safer and more sustainable, by requiring all 
packaging to be recyclable, minimising the presence of harmful substances, reducing unnecessary packaging, 
boosting the uptake of recycled content and improving collection and recycling. 

Next steps 

Parliament and Council need to formally approve the agreement before it can enter into force. 

Link to EP report  here 

Deal on EU ban on products made with forced labour 

Early Tuesday, negotiators from Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement on new rules that 
ban products made with forced labour from the EU market. 

The new regulation would create a framework for enforcing this ban, including through investigations, new IT 
solutions and cooperation with other authorities and countries. 

Next steps 

The European Parliament and Council will now both have to give their final green light to the provisional 
agreement. The regulation will then be published in the Official Journal and enter into force the following day. 
EU countries will thereafter have 3 years to start applying the new rules. 

Link to EP report here 

Single European Sky: deal on better management of European airspace 

After a decade of negotiations MEPs and the Belgian Presidency of the Council have agreed on new EU rules 
to optimise flight routes, reduce flight delays and cut CO2 emissions. 

A provisional agreement was reached on Wednesday morning between Parliament, led by rapporteurs Marian-
Jean Marinescu (EPP, Romania) and Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D, PL), and Council negotiators on the reform of 
the so-called Single European Sky rules. 

Next steps 

The informal deal on Single European Sky still needs to be approved by EU member state representatives and 
Parliament’s Transport and Tourism committee, and then the Parliament and Council as a whole. 

Link to EP report here 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240301IPR18595/deal-on-new-rules-for-more-sustainable-packaging-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240301IPR18592/deal-on-eu-ban-on-products-made-with-forced-labour
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240304IPR18732/single-european-sky-deal-on-better-management-of-european-airspace
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First go-ahead to renewing trade support for Ukraine and Moldova 

MEPs approved on Thursday, by 26 votes, with 10 against and 1 abstentions, a proposal to renew the 
temporary suspension of import duties and quotas on Ukrainian agricultural exports to the EU for another 
year, from 6 June 2024 to 5 June 2025, to support Ukraine amidst Russia’s continuing war of aggression 
against the country. 

The legislation empowers the Commission to take swift action and impose any necessary measures should 
there be significant disruptions to the EU market, or to the markets of one or more EU countries due to 
Ukrainian imports. It also provides for an emergency brake for particularly sensitive agricultural products, 
namely poultry, eggs, and sugar, meaning that if imports of these products surpass the average 2022 and 
2023 volumes, tariffs would be re-imposed. 

The liberalising measures are conditional on Ukraine’s respect for democratic principles, human rights, the 
rule of law, and its sustained efforts to fight corruption and organised crime. 

Next steps 

Parliament is expected to vote on its first reading position during next week’s plenary session. If Parliament 
adopts its first reading position, the Council will then formally approve the regulation, and it will enter into 
force after being published in the EU Official Journal. 

Link to EP report here 

 

European Commission.  

Highlights Week 4 to 10 March 2024 .   

Commission fines Apple over €1.8 billion over abusive App store rules for music 

streaming providers 

The European Commission has fined Apple over €1.8 billion for abusing its dominant position on the market 
for the distribution of music streaming apps to iPhone and iPad users (‘iOS users') through its App Store. In 
particular, the Commission found that Apple applied restrictions on app developers preventing them from 
informing iOS users about alternative and cheaper music subscription services available outside of the app 
(‘anti-steering provisions'). This is illegal under EU antitrust rules. 

Link to Commission statement here 

Commission proposes to prolong road transport agreements with Ukraine and 

Moldova and introduces updates to the agreement with Ukraine 

The proposals, sent to the Council, include updates to the agreement with Ukraine to improve its practical 
implementation and enforcement while maintaining its objectives and scope. The original agreements were 
signed in June 2022 and later extended until end of June 2024. They give bilateral transport rights to 
Ukrainian, Moldovan and EU hauliers for each other's territories. With traditional transport routes in the region 
disrupted or closed due to Russian's war of aggression against Ukraine and the unavailability of the Black Sea 
as traditional trade route for the two countries, the prolongation until at least the end of 2025 will help secure 
supply chains. 

Link to Commission statement here 

First ever defence industrial strategy and a new defence industry programme to 

Next%20steps
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1161
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1305
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enhance Europe's readiness and security 

On Monday, the  Commission and the High Representative presented the first-ever European Defence 
Industrial Strategy at EU level and proposed an ambitious set of new actions to support the competitiveness 
and readiness of its defence industry. 

The European Defence Industrial Strategy (EDIS) sets a clear, long-term vision to achieve defence industrial 
readiness in the European Union. As a first immediate and central means to deliver the Strategy, the European 
Commission today tables a legislative proposal for a European Defence Industry Programme  (EDIP) and a 
framework of measures to ensure the timely availability and supply of defence products. 

The Strategy outlines the challenges currently faced by the European Defence Technological and Industrial 
Base (EDTIB) but also the opportunity to tap its full potential and sets out a direction for the next decade. To 
increase European defence industrial readiness, Member States need to invest more, better, together, and 
European. 

Link to Commission statement here 

Commission welcomes political agreement on Cyber Solidarity Act 

The Commission welcomes the political agreement reached last night between the European Parliament and 
the Council on the Cyber Solidarity Act, proposed by the Commission in April 2023. 

The Cyber Solidarity Act will strengthen solidarity at EU level to better detect, prepare and respond to 
cyberthreats and incidents. It comes at a crucial time for EU cybersecurity, as the cyber threat landscape in 
the EU continues to be impacted by geopolitical events. 

 

Link to Commission statement here 

State Aid 

Romania: The  Commission has approved a €3 billion (RON 15.22 billion) Romanian scheme to support 
installations producing electricity from onshore wind and solar photovoltaic to foster the transition towards a 
net-zero economy, in line with the Green Deal Industrial Plan. The scheme was approved under the State aid 
Temporary Crisis and Transition Framework, adopted by the Commission on 9 March 2023 and amended on 
20 November 2023, to support measures in sectors which are key to accelerate the green transition and 
reduce fuel dependencies. 

Italy: The  Commission has approved a €1.1 billion Italian scheme to support investments for the production 
of equipment necessary to foster the transition towards a net-zero economy, in line with the Green Deal 
Industrial Plan. 

The European Commission invites farmers to participate in online survey on 

simplification 

As announced in its proposals to reduce the burden weighing on farmers' shoulders, the Commission hass 
launched an online survey to gather directly the views of EU farmers. The survey is open from 7 March to 8 
April, and will ask short questions, available in all EU languages, such as: How much time is spent each year 
on administrative tasks linked to application of aid and reporting obligations? Do they use mobile devices to 
provide geo-tagged photos? How do they rate the complexity of different procedures and rules applicable on 
farms? Did they use outside help to prepare CAP aid application in 2023? The answers provided by farmers 
will provide valuable feedback to understand their main sources of concern. 

Link to Commission statement here 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1321
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1332
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1329
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_951
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1341


 

6 

 

Tinder commits to provide consumers with clear information about personalised 

prices 

Following a dialogue with the European Commission and national consumer authorities, Tinder has committed 
to inform consumers that discounts they propose for premium services are personalised by automated means. 
Tinder uses automated means to, for exemple, identify consumers who showed little or no interest in their 
premium services at a standard price to subsequently offer them personalised discounts. Personalising 
discounts without explicitly informing consumers is unfair as it hinders them from making an informed choice. 

 

The network of national consumer authorities found that Tinder applied such personalised prices without 
informing consumers, which is in violation of EU consumer law. In addition, until April 2022, Tinder used to 
offer lower prices for their premium services based on age without informing the users. Tinder stopped this 
practice before the investigation started.   

Link to Commission statement here 

Designated gatekeepers must now comply with all obligations under the Digital 

Markets Act 

As of Thursday, Apple, Alphabet, Meta, Amazon, Microsoft and ByteDance, the six gatekeepers designated by 
the Commission in September 2023, have to fully comply with all obligations in the Digital Markets Act (DMA). 

The DMA aims to make digital markets in the EU more contestable and fairer. It establishes new rules for 10 
defined core platform services, such as search engines, online marketplaces, app stores, online advertising 
and messaging, and gives new rights to European businesses and end-users. 

Link to Commission statement here 

The European Commission launches new migration partnership with Mauritania 

The European Union is strengthening the cooperation between EU and Mauritania by launching a migration 
partnership and dialogue. Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva Johansson together with the Mauritanian 
Minister of Interior and Decentralisation, Mohamed Ahmed Ould Mohamed Lemine, have signed a Joint 
Declaration launching an EU-Mauritania migration partnership. 

Link to Commission statement here 

EU makes major step forward in the delivery of 2024 humanitarian aid for 

Palestinians in Gaza 

The Commission has now contracted €81 million out of the overall humanitarian aid allocation of €125 
million and is working on its disbursement to humanitarian partner organisations. 

The EU has to date organised 41 air bridge flights to deliver over 1800 tonnes of aid to Palestinians via 
Egypt and is exploring further means of delivering lifesaving supplies. 

This comes as Commissioner for Crisis Management Janez Lenarčič visited Israel to conclude his visit to the 
Middle East, after visiting the West Bank and Jordan yesterday. The objective of the visit is to reiterate the 
EU's commitment to mobilising all possible means to provide humanitarian aid for Palestinians in need. 

Link to Commission statement here 

2023 figures show stalling progress in reducing road fatalities in too many 

countries 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1344
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1342
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1335
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1330
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Around 20,400 people were killed in road crashes in the EU last year, a small 1% decrease on 2022.  
Despite some progress since the baseline year of 2019[1], few Member States are on track to meet the EU 
and UN target of halving the number of road deaths by 2030. 

The available EU-wide data for 2022 (detailed 2023 data is not yet available) shows that 52% of road traffic 
fatalities occurred on rural roads, versus 38% in urban areas and 9% on motorways. 

Link to Commission statement here 

Joint Statement from the European Commission, the Republic of Cyprus, the United 

Arab Emirates, the United States, and the United Kingdom Endorsing the Activation 

of a Maritime Corridor to Deliver Humanitarian Assistance to Gaza 

Link to Commission statement here 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union  

Highlights Week 4 to 10 March 2024  

Justice and Home Affairs Council, 4-5 March 

Justice: 

Fight against drug trafficking and organised crime 

The Belgian presidency gave an update on one of its priority issues for its 6-month term: fighting drug 
trafficking and organised crime. It highlighted in particular two elements: 

Legislative items 

Ministers held a policy debate on a proposed directive on minimum rules to prevent and counter the facilitation 
of unauthorised entry, transit and stay in the EU. The draft law is currently being discussed by member states’ 
experts in the relevant Council working party. Ministers gave political guidance to finalise the Council’s 
position. The goal of the directive is to make the prosecution of smuggling networks more effective by 
clarifying the definition of the offence of smuggling and to harmonise penalties. It also includes provisions on 
prevention, investigative tools, training and data collection. 

Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine: fight against impunity 

Ministers exchanged views with the Prosecutor General of Ukraine, Mr Kostin, and Commissioner for Justice, 
Didier Reynders, on developments in the prosecution of war crimes and on efforts to fight impunity at EU and 
member state level. The ministers for justice pledged their continuous support to ensure the prosecution of 
core international crimes. 

Rule of law and fundamental rights 

The infiltration by criminal organisations of judicial systems and threats and intimidation against judges and 
prosecutors involved in the prosecution of organised crime constitute a serious risk to the rule of law. In this 
context, justice ministers discussed the resilience of our judicial systems. 

Other business 

The Commission informed ministers about the state of play of its negotiations with the US aimed at concluding 
an agreement on e-evidence. 

Home Affairs: 

Combatting drug trafficking and organised crime 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1361
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_24_1384
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The fight against drug trafficking and organised crime – a priority of the Belgian presidency – was a key issue 
at the meeting of ministers of home affairs. The Council agreed on a recommendation regarding the 
implementation of best practices from member states' capabilities to fight drug trafficking. The presidency 
also gave an update of its progress in executing the EU roadmap to fight drug trafficking and organised crime. 

External dimension of migration 

Ministers discussed the state of play and further development of strategic partnerships with countries of origin 
and transit of irregular migration. In July 2023, the EU concluded a memorandum of understanding with 
Tunisia which included an important migration pillar. Now the EU is in the process of negotiating 
comprehensive partnerships with Egypt and Mauritania in which migration figures as one priority area of 
cooperation among others. 

EU’s internal security 

Ministers addressed the implications of Russia’s war of aggression for the EU’s internal security and the 
situation in the Middle-East. 

Fighting online sexual abuse of children 

The presidency informed ministers about the state of play of two legislative proposals to combat child sexual 
abuse. One proposal, on which a political agreement was reached between the European Parliament and the 
Council on 15 February 2024, will extend until 3 April 2026 a derogation from data protection rules in the 
electronic communications sectors that permits internet companies to detect online child sexual abuse on 
their services, to report it and to remove child sexual abuse material. 

The second proposed EU law – which is still on the table of EU legislators – will make it mandatory for internet 
companies to alert the authorities about online child sexual abuse on their platforms. The Belgian presidency 
confirmed its willingness to reach a Council position on this long-term regulation by the end of its presidency 
in June. 

Schengen area 

Ministers exchanged views on the evaluation, concluded in February 2024, of the European Border and Coast 
Guard (Frontex) regulation. This evaluation, the first since the new regulation was adopted in 2019, concludes 
with a positive assessment and identifies a number of challenges related to organisational, technical and 
operational shortcomings. 

Link to Council report here 

Competitiveness Council (Internal market and industry), 7 March 

Late payment regulation 

Ministers discussed progress on the work to reach a common position on the late payment regulation. 
Ministers exchanged their views on the basis of a document prepared by the Belgian presidency. The main 
points of discussion were the choice of the legal instrument (directive or regulation) and the binding 30 day 
payment periods (whether they should be fixed or adapted to the situations in which businesses operate). 

The 2024 annual single market and competitiveness report 

Ministers held an exchange of views on the 2024 annual single market and competitiveness report (ASMCR) 
which was published by the Commission on 14 February. The annual single market and competitiveness report 
responds to a request of the March 2023 by the European Council to monitor the state of the single market 
and its competitiveness. Compared with previous editions, this year’s report includes new competitiveness 
indicators, in line with the 2023 Commission’s communication: ‘Long-term competitiveness of the EU: looking 
beyond 2030’. The report analyses the situation of the single market based on the nine competitiveness 
areas: the functioning of the single market, access to private capital, public investment and infrastructure, 
research and innovation, energy, circularity, digitalisation, education and skills, and trade and open strategic 
autonomy. 

Link to Council report here 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2024/03/04-05/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/compet/2024/03/07/


 

9 

 

 

European Committee of the Regions (CoR) 

Link to European Committee of the Regions Home Page here 

Link to European Committee of the Regions News Page here 

 

Inter-parliamentary meetings and conferences during the 

Parliamentary Dimension of the Belgian Presidency 

1st January - 30 June 2024 

Date Meeting Host Location 

 

 

7 March 

 

International Committee Meeting on the occasion of International 

Woman’s Day 

 

FEMM 

European 

Parliament 

Brussels 

17 -18 

March* 

Belgian Presidency IPC, IPC on Circular Economy -   Brussels 

Flemish Parliament 

24 - 26 

March 

Belgian Presidency  

LXXI COSAC Plenary Meeting 

 European 

Parliament 

21 - 23 
April 

2024 

Conference of the Speakers of European Union Parliaments 

(EUSC)  

Congress of 

Deputies 
Spain TBC 

*The Belgian regional parliaments will host IPCs as part of the parliamentary dimension of the Belgian Presidency. 

 

 

Sources: Websites of: European Parliament European Commission, European Council and Council of the 
European Union Council, European Court of Auditors and European Ombudsman. 

https://cor.europa.eu/en/about/Pages/default.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/default.aspx

