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European Parliament Coming Week Highlights 

Holocaust Remembrance Day and committee meetings, 

Brussels 

President’s diary. On Tuesday, EP President Metsola will have an audience with his Majesty King Philippe 
of the Belgians, followed by a New Year’s Reception. On the same day, the President will participate in a 
talk on the “Protection of journalists in the European Union”, focusing on Paul Caruana Galizia's book “A 
Death in Malta, An assassination and a family’s quest for justice”. She will also meet the Speaker of 
Slovakia’s National Council Peter Pellegrini. On Wednesday, President Metsola will be in Luxembourg to 
meet Prime Minister Luc Frieden, as well as the President of Luxembourg’s Chamber of Deputies Claude 
Wiseler. with whom she will host a a joint press point. The President will also hold a debate with young 
people during her visit. 

Priorities of the Belgium Presidency. Belgium’s ministers will present their priorities in meetings with 
parliamentary committees. Belgium holds the rotating Presidency of the Council until the end of June 2024 
(Monday to Thursday). 

EU-Tunisia/asylum and migration. Members of the Civil Liberties Committee will quiz Home Affairs 
Commissioner Ylva Johansson on the state of play of the EU-Tunisia Memorandum of understanding in the 
field of asylum and migration. Before this debate, Amnesty International foreign policy advocacy officer 
Hussein Baoumi will share findings on the situation in Tunisia and cooperation with the EU in this area 
(Tuesday). 

EU enlargement. The Constitutional Affairs and Foreign Affairs committees will look at the future possible 
expansion of the EU and adopt a series of proposals on how the EU should adapt itself to admit new 
members (Tuesday). 

EU-Russia political relations. The Foreign Affairs Committee will assess the latest developments in the 
EU's political relations with Russia. A draft text on which MEPs will vote invites the EU to increase its support 
for Ukraine to help the country win the war, and to have a long-term strategy to support democracy in 
Russia (Tuesday). 

New Genomic Techniques (NGT). The Environment Committee will adopt its position on a proposal to 
get better-performing crops through the so-called NGTs to support the green transition and reduce the use 
of pesticides and fertilisers. If adopted, some NGTs would no longer fall under the GMO framework and 
therefore no longer need to undergo an approval procedure with risk assessment and labelling requirements 
(Wednesday). 

Holocaust Remembrance Day/Plenary session. Holocaust survivor Irene Shashar will address 
Parliament during a plenary session in Brussels to commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day (27 January). EP President Roberta Metsola will open the solemn ceremony with an introductory speech 
(Thursday at 11:30). 

Link to all committee meetings here 

 

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/agenda/weekly-agenda
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European Commission 

Coming Week Highlights  

 

Monday President Ursula von der Leyen in Berlin, Germany: attends the funeral service of 
Mr Wolfgang Schäuble, former President of the Bundestag, in the Berlin Cathedral 
and the State funeral ceremony in the Bundestag; delivers an address at the WELT 
Economic Forum. 

Monday Ms Mairead McGuinness in Dublin, Ireland: meets with Mr Daryl Byrne, CEO of 
Euronext Dublin. 

Tuesday Ms Mairead McGuinness receives Mr Tony Murphy, President of the Court of 
Auditors; receives a delegation of the Banking and Payments Federation Ireland. 

Wednesday College meeting 

Wednesday Ms Mairead McGuinness delivers the keynote speech opening the panel ‘Making it 
innovative: technology as a driver of the green transition' at the 3rd  EU Sustainable 
Investment Summit  'Delivering on the green transition'. 

Friday Ms Mairead McGuinness in Drogheda, Ireland: attends the inauguration of the new 
offices of the Louth Local Development. 

Link to Commission’s Weekly Calendar here 

 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union 

Coming Week Highlights 

22 January Foreign Affairs Council, Agenda: Russian Aggression against Ukraine; Situation the 
Middle East; Current Affairs  

22 -23 January Informal meeting of trade ministers 

23 January EU-Egypt Association Council 

23 January Agriculture and Fisheries Council Agenda: Work programme; Trade; Policy dialogue 
on the future of agriculture in Europe; Resilient European forests 

24 January Informal meeting of justice and home affairs ministers 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/cldr_24_323
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2024/01/22/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2024/01/22-23/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2024/01/23/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/agrifish/2024/01/23/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2024/01/24/
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Highlights Week  15 to 21 January 2024 

European Parliament.  

Highlights Week 15 to 21 January 2024       

Belgium’s Council Presidency: MEPs debate with Prime Minister De Croo 

On Tuesday, MEPs discussed the programme of Belgium’s six-month Council Presidency, which started on 1 
January, with Prime Minister Alexander De Croo. 

Link to EP report  here 

Reducing emissions from fluorinated gases and ozone-depleting substances 

With 457 votes in favour, 92 against and 32 abstentions, MEPs endorsed a deal reached with the Council to 
further cut emissions from fluorinated gases. The text foresees a total phase-out of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 
by 2050, including a trajectory to reduce the EU consumption quota between 2024-2049. It introduces strict 
requirements that prohibit placing on the EU market products containing F-gases and specific phase-out dates 
for the use of F-gases in sectors where it is technologically and economically feasible to switch to alternatives 
that do not use F-gases, such as domestic refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps. 

Next steps 

Following the final votes in plenary, the Council will now have to formally endorse the texts before their 
publication in the EU Official Journal. 

Link to EP report here 

Jan-Christoph Oetjen elected Parliament Vice-President 

On Tuesday, MEPs elected Jan-Christoph Oetjen by acclamation to replace outgoing Vice-President Nicola 
Beer. 

Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew, Germany) was the sole candidate and was elected by acclamation. Ms Beer 
left her seat in the European Parliament to take up a position as Vice-President at the European Investment 
Bank. 

Link to EP report here 

Parliament ready for talks on an EU-wide Disability Card 

Parliament adopted its mandate for negotiations with the Council on the EU disability card and the parking 
card for persons with disabilities. 

Parliament’s mandate, prepared by the Employment and Social Affairs Committee, introduces deadlines for 
issuing and renewing the cards - within 60 days for the EU disability card and within 30 days for the parking 
card. Parliament also introduces the option to request a digital version of the parking card, to be ready in 15 
days. 

Next steps 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16760/belgium-s-council-presidency-meps-debate-with-prime-minister-de-croo
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230717IPR03026/deal-reached-on-reducing-fluorinated-gas-emissions-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230717IPR03026/deal-reached-on-reducing-fluorinated-gas-emissions-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16757/reducing-emissions-from-fluorinated-gases-and-ozone-depleting-substances
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16762/jan-christoph-oetjen-elected-parliament-vice-president
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Negotiations with Council will begin at the end of January. Member states already agreed on their position. 

Link to EP report here 

MEPs debate EU summits and situation in Hungary 

On Wednesday morning, MEPs discussed the December European Council, the upcoming 1 February special 
summit, and assessed the situation in Hungary. 

In a resolution adopted on Thursday with 345 votes for, 104 against and 29 abstentions, MEPs express strong 
concern about the further erosion of democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights in Hungary, in 
particular through the recently adopted so-called ‘national sovereignty protection’ package - which has been 
compared with Russia’s infamous ‘foreign agents law’. 

Link to EP reports here  and  here 

MEPs adopt new law banning greenwashing and misleading product information 

Parliament has given its final green light to a directive that will improve product labelling and ban the use of 
misleading environmental claims. 

The directive adopted  with 593 votes in favour, 21 against and 14 abstentions seeks to protect consumers 
from misleading marketing practices and help them make better purchasing choices. To achieve this, a 
number of problematic marketing habits related to greenwashing and the early obsolescence of goods will be 
added to the EU list of banned commercial practices. 

Link to EP report here   

Music streaming sector: EU must ensure just pay for artists and fair algorithms 

On Wednesday, the European Parliament called for EU rules to ensure the music streaming sector is fair and 
sustainable, and to promote cultural diversity. 

In a resolution adopted by 532 votes to 61 and 33 abstentions, MEPs ask for the imbalance in revenue 
allocation from the music streaming market to be addressed, as it currently leaves a majority of authors and 
performers with very low compensation. They insist on a new EU legal framework for the sector, for which 
currently no European Union rules apply, even though streaming services are the main way that people access 
music. 

Link to EP report here 

Economic governance reform: improving credibility, ownership and scope to invest 

On Wednesday, MEPs decided to open talks with Council on new economic governance rules, prioritising 
investment and national ownership and improving the system’s credibility. 

The text, adopted by MEPs with 431 votes in favour, 172 against and 4 abstentions, constitutes Parliament’s 
mandate for negotiations with member states on the final shape of the law, which will start today at 13.00. 
It replaces the regulation on multilateral budgetary surveillance, the so-called ‘preventive arm of the Stability 
and Growth Pact’ and contains substantial changes to the Commission’s original proposal. The mandate was 
prepared by the co-rapporteurs Esther De Lange (EPP, NL) and Margarida Marques (S&D, PT). 

Link to EP Report here 

Parliament concerned about the rule of law in Slovakia 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16765/parliament-ready-for-talks-on-an-eu-wide-disability-card
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16769/meps-debate-eu-summits-and-situation-in-hungary
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16780/the-hungarian-government-threatens-eu-values-institutions-and-funds-meps-say
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16772/meps-adopt-new-law-banning-greenwashing-and-misleading-product-information
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16773/music-streaming-sector-eu-must-ensure-just-pay-for-artists-and-fair-algorithms
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16774/economic-governance-reform-improving-credibility-ownership-and-scope-to-invest
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MEPs criticise the new government for an array of worrying reform proposals and warn against 
the Prime Minister’s use of polarising language. 

With 496 votes for, 70 against and 64 abstentions, the European Parliament adopted a resolution questioning 
Slovakia’s ability to fight corruption and protect the EU budget should the reform of the criminal code proposed 
by the new government of Robert Fico be adopted. The resolution concluded the debate of 13 December 
2023. 

Link to EP report here 

Deal on a single rulebook against money laundering and terrorist financing 

On Thursday, MEPs finalised a deal with the Council on new measures to beef up an EU toolkit to fight money 
laundering, terrorist financing and sanctions evasion. 

Parliament and Council negotiators reached a provisional agreement on the sixth Anti-Money Laundering 
(AML) directive and the EU “single rulebook” regulation. The agreed provisions, part of the Anti-Money 
Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) package, will have to be applied by banks 
and other obliged entities to protect the EU internal market from money laundering and terrorist financing. 

The new bills provide access to beneficial ownership information and give more powers to Financial 
Intelligence Units (FIUs) to analyse and detect money laundering and terrorist financing cases as well as to 
suspend suspicious transactions.During the negotiations, MEPs secured that from 2029 professional football 
clubs will be obliged to verify their customers’ identity, monitor transactions and report any suspicious 
transaction to FIUs. They also achieved enhanced vigilance regarding ultra-rich individuals. 
The deal includes a European Union-wide limit on large cash payments of 10 000 euro and measures to ensure 
compliance with targeted financial sanctions and avoid sanctions being circumvented.  
 

More information on the agreement on the sixth Anti-Money Laundering (AML) directive can be 
found here and on Anti-Money Laundering (AML) regulation, here. 

Next steps 

The deal needs to be formally adopted by Parliament and Council before it can come into force. 

Link to EP report here 

Human rights breaches in China, Sudan and Tajikistan 

On Thursday, the European Parliament adopted three resolutions on human rights issues in China, Sudan and 
Tajikistan. 

Link to EP report here 

Time to criminalise hate speech and hate crime under EU law 

MEPs call on the Council to finally make progress on legislation to ensure an adequate level of protection from 
hate for everyone in Europe. 

The Council should adopt a decision to include hate speech and hate crime among criminal offences within 
the meaning of Article 83(1) TFEU (so-called “EU crimes”) by the end of the current legislative term, 
Parliament says in the report adopted on Thursday with 397 votes in favour, 121 against, and 26 abstentions. 
These are crimes of a particularly serious nature with a cross-border dimension, for which Parliament and 
Council can establish minimum rules to define criminal offences and sanctions. 

Link to EP report here 

Fundamental rights report finds threats to key freedoms, equality and dignity 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&internalEPId=1702486853249&providerMeetingId=326cd1a4-b0f3-4465-9253-08dbf64c3b8b
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&internalEPId=1702486853249&providerMeetingId=326cd1a4-b0f3-4465-9253-08dbf64c3b8b
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16770/parliament-concerned-about-the-rule-of-law-in-slovakia
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0250(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0250(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0239(COD)&l=en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/fight-against-terrorism/fight-against-terrorist-financing/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/fight-against-terrorism/fight-against-terrorist-financing/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0250(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240115IPR16801/deal-on-new-eu-measures-against-money-laundering
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240115IPR16802/deal-on-a-single-rulebook-against-money-laundering-and-terrorist-financing
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240117IPR16880/deal-on-a-single-rulebook-against-money-laundering-and-terrorist-financing
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16782/human-rights-breaches-in-china-sudan-and-tajikistan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16777/time-to-criminalise-hate-speech-and-hate-crime-under-eu-law
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MEPs looked into the state of citizens’ rights in the EU in 2022 and 2023, identifying an array of concerns 
across the member states. 

The report on the state of fundamental rights in the EU was approved with 391 votes in favour, 130 against, 
and 20 abstentions. 

MEPs call for justice for the killing of journalists and welcome the agreement on the media freedom act. They 
reiterate their concern over the use of spyware, highlighting the need to regulate the industry strictly and 
calling on EU countries, in particular Greece, Hungary, Poland, Spain, and Cyprus, to follow Parliament's 
recommendations on this front. 

Link to EP report here 

Israel-Hamas war: MEPs call for a permanent ceasefire under two conditions 

In a resolution adopted on Thursday, MEPs express their deepest sorrow over the innocent victims on both 
sides. They call for a permanent ceasefire and to restart efforts towards a political solution provided that all 
hostages are immediately and unconditionally released and the terrorist organisation Hamas is dismantled. 

Link to EP report here 

 

European Commission.  

Highlights Week  15 to 21 January 2024         

Commission opens participation to Critical Medicines Alliance 

The  Commission's Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority (HERA) launched today an open 
call for expression of interest to join the Critical Medicines Alliance. The set up of the Alliance is one of the 
key actions to prevent and address shortages of critical medicines announced by the Commission in October 
2023. 

 

The Alliance will bring together all relevant stakeholders, and work to strengthen cooperation between the 
Commission, national governments, industry, and civil society. It will identify the challenges, priorities for 
action, and possible policy solutions to the issue of shortages of critical medicines in the EU. The Alliance is a 
consultative mechanism that will also act as a network to accelerate the delivery of EU action in this field. 

Link to Commission statement here 

State Aid 

The  Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, two Czech schemes with a total budget of around 
€1.46 billion (CZK 35 billion) to support farmers in preventing the spread of certain poultry and pig diseases. 
The measures will contribute to the achievement of the EU's strategic objectives relating to the Common 
Agricultural Policy. 

Antitrust: Commission seeks feedback on commitments offered by Apple over 

practices related to Apple Pay 

The  Commission invites comments on commitments offered by Apple to address competition concerns over 
access restrictions to the technology used for contactless payments with mobile devices in stores (Near-Field 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231207IPR15742/deal-on-the-eu-media-freedom-act
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230609IPR96217/spyware-meps-call-for-full-investigations-and-safeguards-to-prevent-abuse
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230609IPR96217/spyware-meps-call-for-full-investigations-and-safeguards-to-prevent-abuse
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16779/fundamental-rights-report-finds-threats-to-key-freedoms-equality-and-dignity
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16776/israel-hamas-war-meps-call-for-a-permanent-ceasefire-under-two-conditions
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_182
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_223
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Communication – ‘NFC'). 

Link to Commission statement here 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union  

Highlights Week 15 to 21 January 2024          

Eurogroup, 15 January 

IMF article IV: mission to the euro area 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) presented the outcome of its interim article IV staff visit to the euro 
area. The IMF review is expected to be concluded by June 2024. 

Ministers also heard from the institutions on their assessment of the latest macroeconomic developments and 
outlook. 

2024 euro area recommendation 

Ministers discussed the draft recommendations on the economic policy of the euro area for 2024, ahead of 
their approval by the ECOFIN Council on 16 January. 

Based on Commission recommendations, the Council addresses annual recommendations on economic policy 
to the euro area as a whole within the European Semester. The recommendations are first discussed in the 
Eurogroup and then formally adopted by the Council after endorsement by the European Council. 

Euro area competitiveness 

As part of the workstream on euro area competitiveness and building on a note prepared by the Commission, 
the Eurogroup held a second discussion on the external competitiveness of the euro area, with a focus on 
changes in energy prices in the euro area, their impact on the economy of the euro area and the policy 
responses going forward. 

Eurogroup work programme for I/2024 

The President of the Eurogroup presented the Eurogroup work programme, which covers the first half of this 
year. Ministers provided their views and endorsed it. 

Miscellaneous: Stocktaking on the ESM treaty ratification 

The Eurogroup took stock of the state of play regarding the ratification of the agreement amending the treaty 
establishing the European Stability Mechanism. 

Link to Council report here 

Informal meeting of environment ministers, 15-16 January 

 

Link to Council report here 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_282
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/eurogroup/2024/01/15/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2024/01/15-16/
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European Committee of the Regions (CoR) 

Link to European Committee of the Regions Home Page here 

Link to European Committee of the Regions News Page here 

 

 

Inter-parliamentary meetings and conferences during the 

Parliamentary Dimension of the Belgian Presidency  

1st   Semester - 1st January - 30 June 2024 

Version 21 Nov 23 

Date Meeting Host Location 

 

21-22 

January* 

Belgian Presidency IPC  on EU urban policies, hosted by Brussels 

Parliament 

 Brussels 

29 

January 

IPC on Artificial Intelligence  Walloon / 

Brussels 
Parliament/ 

French 

Community 

Parliament) 

TBA 

28 -29 

January 

Meeting of the Secretaries General from the National Parliaments 

of Member States and the European Parliament (EUSG) 
Senate Madrid 

12 -13 

February 

European Parliamentary Week 2024 

 Conference on the European Semester 

 Interparliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic 
Coordination and Governance in the European Union 

(Conference under Article 13 of the Treaty on Stability, 
Coordination and Governance in the European Economic 

and Monetary Union). 

BUDG 

ECON 

EMPL 

 

 

European 

Parliament 

Brussels 

18 -19 

February 

14th Meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group on 

Europol pursuant to Article 88 TFEU and the EUROPOL Regulation 

(EU) 2016/794 

LIBE Ghent 

3 - 5 

March 

24th Interparliamentary Conference on the Common Foreign and 
Security and the Common Security and Defence Policy (IPC 

CFSP/CSDP) 

 Bruges 

https://cor.europa.eu/en/about/Pages/default.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/default.aspx
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Inter-parliamentary meetings and conferences during the 

Parliamentary Dimension of the Belgian Presidency  

1st   Semester - 1st January - 30 June 2024 

Version 21 Nov 23 

 

7 March 

 

International Committee Meeting on the occasion of International 

Woman’s Day 

 

FEMM 

European 

Parliament 

Brussels 

17 -18 

March* 

Belgian Presidency IPC, hosted by Flemish Parliament   Brussels 

24 - 26 

March 

Belgian Presidency  

LXXI COSAC Plenary Meeting 

 European 

Parliament 

21 - 23 

April 

2024 

Conference of the Speakers of European Union Parliaments 

(EUSC)  

Congress of 

Deputies 

Spain TBC 

*The Belgian regional parliaments will host IPCs as part of the parliamentary dimension of the Belgian Presidency. 

 

 

Sources: Websites of: European Parliament European Commission, European Council and Council of the 
European Union Council, European Court of Auditors and European Ombudsman. 


