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Spotlight   

Last Week 

European Parliament:  

The Conference on the Future of Europe concludes its work . In a closing ceremony, on Monday, in 

Strasbourg, President of the European Parliament Roberta Metsola, on behalf of the Council Presidency, 
President Emmanuel Macron, and President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen received 
from the Co-Chairs of the Conference Executive Board the final report on the outcome of the C onference. 

Fit for 55: MEPs back CO2 emission standards for cars and vans . The Committee on the Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI), adopted on Wednesday, its position on proposed rules to revise the 

CO2 emission performance standards for new cars and vans in line with the EU’s increased climate 

ambition.In the report, MEPs expressed their support for the Commission proposal to reach zero -emission 
road mobility by 2035.  

First meeting of the EU-UK Parliamentary Partnership Assembly. The first meeting of the EU-UK 
Parliamentary Partnership Assembly (PPA), established by the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
(TCA) and agreed in December 2020, took place  European Parliament, on  Thursday and Friday  

European Commission:   

NextGenerationEU/ The Commission endorsed a positive preliminary assessment of Croatia's payment 

request for €700 million in grants under the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), the key ins trument at 
the heart of NextGenerationEU. 

New EU strategy to protect and empower children in the online world. The Commission has adopted 
a new European strategy for a Better Internet for Kids (BIK+), to improve age-appropriate digital services 
and to ensure that every child is protected, empowered and respected online. 

NextGenerationEU: On Wednesday, the Commission issued a further €9 billion in a dual tranche 
transaction under the NextGenerationEU recovery instrument. 

State aid: Commission will phase out State aid COVID Temporary Framework. The European 

Commission will phase out the State aid COVID Temporary Framework, adopted on 19 March 2020 and 

last amended on 18 November 2021, enabling Member States to remedy a serious disturbance in the 

economy in the context of the coronavirus pandemic. The State aid COVID Temporary Framework will not 
be extended beyond the current expiry date, which is 30 June 2022 for most of the tools provided.  

Global response to COVID-19 and beyond: Commission steps up funding to vaccination roll-out 
in Africa. On Thursday, the European Commission  announced its intention to step up funding to accelerate 

roll-out and uptake of vaccines and other COVID-19 tools in Africa, with a further €400 million in support. 

The Commission also foresees a €427 million euros ($450 million) contribution to the Global Pandemic 
Preparedness Fund to support efforts to prevent and better respond to future pandemics.  

 

European Council and Council of the European Union:  

Supporting the future of Syria and the region - Brussels VI Conference, 10 May 2022 

European Court of Auditors 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) has just published an audit preview 02/2022 “Becoming the 
world’s second largest battery producer”, 

Coming Week:    

European Parliament:  

This week MEPs are working in Committee Meetings and Plenary Session 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2810
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2022/05/10/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/AP22_02/AP_Batteries_EN.pdf
https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/AP22_02/AP_Batteries_EN.pdf
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Commission:  

On Monday, Ms Mairead McGuinness in Dublin: delivers a speech at the event ‘Toward a Digital Euro' 

organised by the National College of Ireland; participates via videoconference in the launch of ‘Fintech  
Challenge for Ukraine: Deploying digital and financial technologies to help Ukrainians withstand Russian 

aggression and rebuild the country', organised by ‘the European Digital Finance Association in cooperation 

with the Ukrainian Association of Fintech and Innovative Companies, and financed by the European 
Commission (DG FISMA). 

College Meeting on Wednesday. 

Commission weekly calendar here 

European Council and Council of the European Union:   

16 May: EU-Canada Joint Ministerial Committee meeting. 

16 May: Foreign Affairs Council  The Council will hold an exchange of views on the Western Balkans. 

18 May: EU-Armenia Partnership Council 

18 May: European Union Military Committee (EUMC), EU chiefs of defence 

20 May: Foreign Affairs Council (Development) The Council will exchange views on the global implications 
of the Russian aggression against Ukraine, with a focus on food security and the multilateral res ponse. 

 

 

 

European Parliament - Coming Week Highlights 

Committee Meetings and Plenary Session 

 

President’s diary. On Tuesday, EP President Roberta Metsola will meet the Prime Minister of Georgia, 
Irakli Garibashvili, and will inaugurate the exhibition “Mariupol Deësis and photo evidence of Russia’s war 

against Ukraine” by the Ukrainian Parliament Verkhovna Rada. On Wednesday, President Metsola will have 
a bilateral meeting with the President of Moldova, Maia Sandu, before the latter addresse s the plenary. 

Committee Meetings 

Ukraine/Trade. The International Trade Committee will vote to lift all import duties on any product 
coming from Ukraine, with the aim of supporting the country’s economy. MEPs will adopt this file using 

the fast-track procedure, so that the final vote can take place already during this week’s plenary sitting 
(Monday). 

Ukraine/Transport. The Transport and Tourism Committee will debate with Ukraine’s Infrastructure 

Minister Oleksandr Kubrakov on the latest situation in the country concerning transport infrastructure, 
recovery needs and EU support (Tuesday). 

International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, Intersexism and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT).  

To mark the IDAHOBIT, EP President Metsola, together with the Chairs of the EP ’s LGBTI Intergroup Marc 

Angel and Terry Reintke, will join a Facebook Live on Parliament’s support and work on LGBTIQ issues. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/cldr_22_3064
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2022/05/16/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2022/05/16/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2022/05/18/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2022/05/18/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2022/05/20/
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European Parliament - Coming Week Highlights 

Committee Meetings and Plenary Session 

 

The Human Rights Subcommittee will hold a debate with LGBTIQ rights activists (Tuesday).  

Fit for 55. The Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety will adopt six reports, part of 
the “Fit for 55 in 2030 package", which aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 

2030 compared to 1990 levels and achieve climate neutrality by 2050. These are: the Emissions Trading 

System (ETS), aviation ETS, Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, land use and forestry (LULUCF), 
Effort Sharing and Social Climate Fund (jointly with the Employment and Social Affairs Committee) 
(Tuesday and Wednesday). 

 

Digital single market/Frances Haugen. Facebook whistleblower Frances Haugen will discuss with the 

Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO) the impact of the recently agreed Digital 

Services Act (DSA) and the Digital Markets Act (DMA) in preparation of IMCO’s delegat ion to Silicon 
Valley (23-27 May). Beforehand, MEPs will discuss the main achievements of the DSA and DMA 

negotiations with France’s Secretary of State for the Digital Transition and Electronic Communications 
Cedric O (Wednesday). 

 

Plenary session (Wednesday and Thursday) 

Address by the President of Moldova. On Wednesday at 15.00, Maia Sandu, President of the Republic 

of Moldova, will address MEPs on the war in Ukraine and its consequences. On Thursday, MEPs will vote 
on the annual implementing report on the EU association agreement with the Republic of Moldova. 

War against Ukraine/Energy/Social and economic impact. Following a debate on 4 May, MEPs will 
vote on Thursday on a resolution about the social and economic consequences of Russia’s war in Ukraine 

and the EU’s response. The same day, they will also discuss energy security and the recent cuts to gas 
supply to Poland and Bulgaria. 

War crimes in Ukraine. On Thursday morning, Parliament will discuss how to bring perpetrators of war 

crimes in Ukraine to justice. Since the invasion, Russian forces have been accused of numerous breaches 
of international humanitarian law in Ukrainian territory. A resolution will be put to the vote at noon.  

Global minimum corporate tax rate. MEPs will debate on Wednesday and vote on Thursday on the 

Commission proposal implementing the international agreement on a global minimum corporate tax rate 

of 15%. The draft text calls for a review clause that would allow for the annual revenue threshold above 
which a multinational corporation would be subject to the minimum tax rate to be revised. 

Link to full weekly Agenda  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/agenda
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Highlights of Week  9 to 15 May 2022. 

European Parliament.  

Highlights Week 9 to 15 May 2022.     

The Conference on the Future of Europe concludes its work 

In a closing ceremony, on Monday, in Strasbourg, President of the European Parliament Roberta Metsola, on 

behalf of the Council Presidency, President Emmanuel Macron, and President of the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen received from the Co-Chairs of the Conference Executive Board the final report on the 
outcome of the Conference. 

Link to EP report  here 

Fit for 55: MEPs back CO2 emission standards for cars and vans 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) adopted on Wednesday, with 46 
votes in favour, 40 against and two abstentions, its position on proposed rules to revise the CO2 emission 
performance standards for new cars and vans in line with the EU’s increased climate ambition. 

In the report, MEPs expressed their support for the Commission proposal to reach zero -emission road mobility 
by 2035. 

Proposed measures include: 

Removing the incentive mechanism for zero- and low-emission vehicles (‘ZLEV’), as it no longer serves its 
original purpose. 

A report by the Commission on the progress towards zero-emission road mobility by the end of 2025 and on 

a yearly basis thereafter, covering the impact on consumers and employment, the lev el of renewable energy 
use as well as information on the market for second-hand vehicles. 

Gradually reducing the cap for eco-innovation, in line with the proposed stricter targets (the existing 7g 

CO2/km limit should remain until 2024, followed by 5g from 2025, 4g from 2027 and 2g until the end of 
2034. 

A report by the Commission, by the end of 2023, detailing the need for targeted funding to ensure a just 
transition in the automotive sector, to mitigate negative employment and other economic impacts.  

 

A common EU methodology by the Commission, by 2023, for assessing the full life cycle of CO2 emissions of 
cars and vans placed on the EU market, as well as for the fuels and energy consumed by these vehicles.  

Link to EP report here 

First meeting of the EU-UK Parliamentary Partnership Assembly 

The first meeting of the EU-UK Parliamentary Partnership Assembly (PPA), established by the EU-UK Trade 

and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) and agreed in December 2020, took place  European Parliament, on  
Thursday and Friday . 

The EU-UK Parliamentary Partnership Assembly was set up following the entry into force of the new Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement in January 2021. It acts as a forum for the European Parliament and the UK 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220509IPR29102/the-conference-on-the-future-of-europe-concludes-its-work
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220509IPR29105/fit-for-55-meps-back-co2-emission-standards-for-cars-and-vans
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Parliament to exchange views on EU-UK relations. It can also request information from the Partnership 
Council - the main joint EU-UK body overseeing the implementation of the TCA - and make 
recommendations to it. 

 

The Partnership Council is currently chaired by EU Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič and UK 
Foreign Minister Liz Truss. 

Remarks by Vice President Šefčovič at the first meeting of the EU-UK Parliamentary Partnership Assembly 

The full meeting agenda is available here. 

 

 

European Commission.  

Highlights Week  9 to 15 May 2022.    .   

NextGenerationEU: 

The Commission endorsed a positive preliminary assessment of Croatia's payment request for €700 million 
in grants under the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), the key instrument at the heart of 
NextGenerationEU. 

Statements made during the week  by Vice-President Šefčovič on the Protocol on 

Ireland  

Statement by Vice-President Šefčovič on the Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland following the Queen's 
Speech and accompanying background briefing notes 

Statement by Vice President Šefčovič on the Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland  

New EU strategy to protect and empower children in the online world 

Tthe Commission has adopted a new European strategy for a Better Internet for Kids (BIK+), to improve age-
appropriate digital services and to ensure that every child is protected, empowered and respected online.  

Link to Commission statement here 

NextGenerationEU: European Commission raises a further €9 billion in support of 

Europe's recovery and resilience 

On Wednesday, the Commission issued a further €9 billion in a dual tranche transaction under the 

NextGenerationEU recovery instrument. The deal is the 9th syndicated transaction under NextGenerationEU, 
and the 4th of 2022. It consisted of a new 3-year bond of €6 billion due on 4 July 2025 and a €3 billion tap 

of an existing 30-year bond due on 6 July 2051. This is the first 3-year bond the Commission has issued 

under its diversified funding strategy. With its sale, the Commission has now established its  issuances across 
the full spectrum of long term bond maturities (3 to 30 years). 

Link to Commission statement here 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_22_3037
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/DELEGATIONS/D-UK/DV/2022/05-12/DraftAgenda_1stEU_UK_PPA_12-13May2022_rev06.05_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2810
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_2984
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_2984
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_3033
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2825
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State aid: Commission will phase out State aid COVID Temporary Framework 

The European Commission will phase out the State aid COVID Temporary Framework, adopted on 19 March 

2020 and last amended on 18 November 2021, enabling Member States to remedy a serious disturbance in 
the economy in the context of the coronavirus pandemic. The State aid COVID Temporary Framework will not 

be extended beyond the current expiry date, which is 30 June 2022 for most of the tools provided. The 

existing phase-out and transition plan will not change, including the possibility for Member States to provide 
specific investment and solvency support measures until 31 December 2022 and 31 December 2023 
respectively, as already announced in November last year. 

Link to Commission statement here 

Global response to COVID-19 and beyond: Commission steps up funding to 

vaccination roll-out in Africa 

On Thursday, the European Commission  announced its intention to step up funding to accelerate roll-out and 

uptake of vaccines and other COVID-19 tools in Africa, with a further €400 million in support. The Commission 
also foresees a €427 million euros ($450 million) contribution to the Global Pandemic Preparedness Fund to 
support efforts to prevent and better respond to future pandemics. 

Link to Commission statement here 

 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union  

Highlights Week 9 to 15 May 2022.        

Supporting the future of Syria and the region - Brussels VI Conference, 10 May 

2022 

The European Union chaired the sixth Brussels Conference on "Supporting the future of Syria and the region", 
which took place on 9 and 10 May 2022. 

The high level ministerial segment of the conference on 10 May gathered EU institutions and representatives 

of 55 countries including EU member states, as well as 22 international organisations, including the United 
Nations. 

The conference, which is the main pledging event for Syria and the region in 2022, succeeded in mobilising 
aid to Syrians inside the country and in the neighbouring countries, through pledges totalling €6.4 billion for 

2022 and beyond. This year's total pledges are even higher than those  of 2021, when pledges totalled €5.3 
billion. 

From 2011 to date, the European Union and its member states have been the largest donors of humanitarian 
and resilience assistance to Syria and the region with €27.4 billion. 

Brussels VI was an opportunity to gather all relevant actors to effectively address the current situation In 
Syria, offer continued support to UN efforts for a comprehensive political solution to the Syrian conflict, 

mobilise necessary financial support to meet the needs of Syrian refugees and their host communities in 
neighbouring countries, as well as pursuing and deepening dialogue with civil society.  

 

Link to Council report here 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_2980
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3035
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2022/05/10/
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EU-Japan summit, 12 May 2022 

The President of the European Council, Charles Michel, and the President of the European Commission, Ursula 

von der Leyen, representing the EU, met Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the 28th EU-Japan summit 
in Tokyo, Japan. The EU and Japan discussed important global and regional challenges as well as bilateral 
relations. They also adopted a joint statement and launched the Digital Partnership. 

Link to Council report here  

 

Inter-parliamentary Meetings with National Parliaments 

French Presidency of the EU Council 

Date Meeting EP 

Committee 

Location 

New Date 

17 May 

Inter-parliamentary Committee Meeting on the first expected 

results of the Conference on the Future of Europe (exact title 
tbc) 

AFCO EP, Brussels 

May (tbc) Inter-parliamentary Committee Meeting on the debt crisis in 
developing countries 

DEVE EP, Brussels 

15 - 16 May Conference on migration challenges French 
Presidency 

Senate, Paris 

27 June  Inter-parliamentary Committee Meeting on the current EU 
foreign and security policy challenges (exact title tbc) 

AFET EP, Brussels 

TBC Exchange of views on best practice regarding political 

budgetary scrutiny w ith selected national parliaments 
(including parliaments from the Visegrad Group - V4 countries) 

CONT EP, Brussels 

 

 

 

Sources: Websites of: European Parliament European Commission, European Council and Council of the 
European Union Council, European Court of Auditors and European Ombudsman. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2022/05/12/

