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Spotlight   

Last Week 

European Parliament: Strasbourg Plenary. 

LGBTIQ Rights. In a resolution, passed on Tuesday, on the rights of LGBTIQ persons in the EU, the 

European Parliament emphasises that these citizens should be able to fully exercise their rights, including 
the right to free movement, everywhere in the Union. 

Fit for 55. On Tuesday, Parliament held a debate with Council and Commission representatives on the 
“Presentation of the Fit for 55 package. 

EU Blue Card . MEPs adopted the reform of the EU Blue Card to facilitate the employment of highly qualified 
non-EU nationals and help alleviate labour shortages in key sectors. 

Brexit Adjustment Reserve (BAR). MEPs approved the €5 billion Brexit Adjustment Reserve to help 

member states deal with the economic, social and territorial impact of the UK’s departure from the EU . 

Ireland will be by far the largest beneficiary in absolute terms (around €1 billion), followed by the 
Netherlands (around €810 million), France (around €670 million), Germany (around €590 million) and 
Belgium (around €350 million). The provisional distribution is available here.  

Fair and equal social protection for riders, drivers and other platform workers. In a vote on 

Thursday, MEPs demand people working for digital labour platforms, such as food delivery services, should 
have the same rights as traditional employees. 

Conference on the Future of Europe. The first report on the Multilingual Digital Platform of the 
Conference on the Future of Europe published this week. Link to the report here 

Gender-Based Violence. On Thursday, MEPs adopted a legislative initiative demanding targeted 

legislation and policies to address all forms of violence and discrimination based on gender (against women 
and girls, but also against LGBTIQ+ persons), whether offline or online. 

 

European Commission:   

State Aid. The Commission approved State aid schemes for France the State aid Temporary Framework. 
Other schemes were approved for Italy, Slovakia and Hungary.  

Next Generation EU. On Tuesday, the Commission raised a further €9 billion to support Europe's recovery 
from the coronavirus crisis and its consequences, through the fourth NextGenerationEU bond issuance . 

European Health Emergency preparedness and Response Authority (HERA): On Thursday, the 

European Commission launched the European Health Emergency preparedness  and Response Authority  
(HERA) to prevent, detect, and rapidly respond to health emergencies. 

European Council and Council of the European Union:  

No meetings were scheduled. 

European Court of Auditors. 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) published special report 17/2021 “EU readmission cooperation with 
third countries: relevant actions yielded limited results”. It published report 18/2021 “Commission’s 

surveillance of Member States exiting a macroeconomic adjustment programme: an appropriate tool in  
need of streamlining. 

 

https://prod-cofe-platform.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/vxcvelx5mvpevo7iqvgfezrs1ww0?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22sn03411-re01.en21%25281%2529.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27sn03411-re01.en21%25281%2529.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA3LJJXGZPDFYVOW5V%2F20210916%2Feu-central-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20210916T075916Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=cf0a406822c6e0fc3166d82eaa1ca9d0e590f04cd35c29aaa3d30742ea04a112
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Coming Week:    

European Parliament: 

No parliamentary meetings in Brussels as the week is set aside for committee delegations/missions in 
relation to topics falling under their responsibility 

Commission: 

Mr Paolo Gentiloni in Dublin; on Monday, meets with Mr Paschal Donohoe, Minister for Finance; meets with 

Mr Leo Varadkar, Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment; participates in a hearing in 

the EU Affairs Committee of the Oireachtas. On Tuesday, visits Dublin Port;  meets with Mr Michael McGrath, 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform; participates in the online stakeholder event ‘Fostering a Fair 

Recovery and Building Resilience: The Path Forward for Ireland and the EU' organised by the Inst itute of 
International and European Affairs (IIEA). 

College meeting on Wednesday. 

European Council and Council of the European Union:   

General Affairs Council meets on Tuesday; informal meetings for transport and energy ministers, and  
consumer protection ministers 

 

 

European Parliament 

Plenary and Committee – Coming Week Highlights 

WEEK 38 

No parliamentary meetings in Brussels as the week is set aside for committee delegations/missions in 
relation to topics falling under their responsibility. 

Media freedom. A Civil Liberties Committee delegation will travel to Slovakia and Bulgaria to look into 
developments on media freedom and protection of journalists as well as respect of rule of law. In Bratislava, 

MEPs are expected to meet with civil society representatives and top government officials. MEPs will also 

meet Jan Kuciak’s and Martina Kusnirova’s families and a group of journalists. In Sofia, MEPs will meet a 
group of journalists, among other meetings that will be announced at a later stage.  

Arctic. A delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee will visit Denmark, Greenland and Iceland to 
discuss the various aspects of Arctic policy with, among others, ministers and MPs as well as researchers 
and scientists working on EU-funded projects (Tuesday to Friday). 

Protection of animals during transport. A delegation of the Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of 

Animals during Transport (ANIT) will travel to Bulgaria to see first-hand the main difficulties EU countries 

are facing in enforcing current rules on animal welfare, including on the export of animals to non-EU 
countries. They will meet the Minister of Agriculture, some of Bulgaria’s veterinary experts, and visit the 
Bulgaria-Turkey border (Monday to Wednesday). 

 

European Citizens’ Panels/Conference  on the Future of Europe. The European Citizens’ Panels will 

continue their discussions with the second 200-citizen meeting in Strasbourg. It will focus on European 

democracy and values, rights, rule of law and security. The Panels will put forward ideas and 
recommendations that will feed into the overall Conference deliberations, in particular into the 
Conference Plenaries, and ultimately into the report on its final outcome (Friday to Sunday).  
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European Commission  Coming Week Highlights 

President Ursula von der Leyen in New York, United States (until 21/09): participates in the High Level 
Roundtable on Climate. 

 

Mr Paolo Gentiloni in Dublin on Monday, meets with Mr Paschal Donohoe, Minister for Finance; meets with 
Mr Leo Varadkar, Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment; participates in a hearing 

in the EU Affairs Committee of the Oireachtas. On Tuesday, he visits Dublin Port;  meets with Mr Michael 

McGrath, Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform; participates in the online stakeholder event 
‘Fostering a Fair Recovery and Building Resilience: The Path Forward for Ireland and the EU' organised by 
the Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA). 

 

College Meeting Wednesday 

 

European Council – Council of the European Union 

Coming Meetings 

Informal meeting of transport and energy ministers, 21-23 September 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 

Ministers will give to  consideration  the Renewable Energy Directive and the Energy Efficiency Directive as 
part of the "Fit for 55" climate and energy package. The ministers and Energy Commissioner Kadri Simson 
will exchange views on these two dossiers. 

At a joint session on 22 September, transport and energy ministers, Commissioner for Transport Adine 

Vălean and Energy Commissioner Kadri Simson will consider issues related to the establishment of 
infrastructure for alternative fuels and the functioning of the internal energy market. 

At the informal meeting on 23 September 2021, transport ministers and Commissioner for Transport Adine 
Vălean will discuss the key aspects of the revised Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation, which is part 
of the "Fit for 55" legislative package. 

Link to full agenda here 

General Affairs Council, 21 September 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 

The Slovenian presidency will present its priorities for the next months. Ministers will exchange views on 

the draft agenda for the European Council on 20 -21 October. They will also discuss the current situation 

regarding EU COVID-19 coordination. The Council will also cover the state of play in EU-UK relations. The 
Commission will present its letter of intent concerning its draft work programme for 2022 and its annual 
foresight report. The presidency will give information about the Conference on the Future of Europe.  

Link to full agenda here 

Informal meeting of consumer protection ministers, 23-24 September 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 

The meeting will bring together around 60 stakeholders from all EU member states, including the Consumer 

Protection Commissioner, ministers and experts in this area to discuss the operational priorities and open 
issues 

Link to full agenda here 

 

https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/events/informal-meeting-of-transport-and-energy-ministers-21-23-09/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_sVPfDWkrJxktxx5fSvUCVtUq8YaynXDqVr6vfByc5Uw-1631885456-0-gqNtZGzNAmWjcnBszQs9
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2021/09/21/
https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/events/informal-meeting-of-consumer-protection-ministers/
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Slovenian Presidency of Council of the European Union 
Programme for Inter-Parliamentary Events 

Activities organised by the  the Slovenian Parliament and the European Parliament 

Date Meeting EP 
Committee 

Location 

27 
September 

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting "Turning the tide on 
cancer: the view of national parliaments on Europe's 
Beating Cancer Plan"  

BECA Brussels / Remote 

28 
September 

Inter-parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic 

Coordination and Governance in the European Union 
(SECG) 

BUDG 

EMPL 

ECON 

ENVI 

Remote / 
Ljubljana 

25 –26 
October 

 

Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group on Europol LIBE EP Brussels / 
Remote 

Date tbc  

(tentative: 
November) 

 

High-Level Conference on Migration and Asylum in Europe. 

  

EP/Brussels 

October 
(possibly 
week 41 or 
43) 

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on Artificial 
Intelligence policies and strategies at EU and national level 

AIDA Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

9 Nov Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the expectations 

of national Parliaments for the Conference on the Future of 
Europe 

AFCO Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

18 Nov Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the CAP reform AGRI Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

30 Nov Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on violence against 
women 

FEMM Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

TBC 2nd Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on Evaluation 
of Eurojust’s activities 

LIBE Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

TBC Interparliamentary Committee meeting on Rule of Law LIBE Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 
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Slovenian Presidency of Council of the European Union 
Programme for Inter-Parliamentary Events 

Activities organised by the  the Slovenian Parliament and the European Parliament 

TBC Interparliamentary Committee meeting on actualities of the 
EU Foreign Policy 

AFET Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

28 – 30 
November 

LXVI Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union 
Affairs of Parliaments of the European Union (LXVI COSAC) 

 Ljubljana 

tbc 

Date tbc  

(tentative: 
November) 

Inter-parliamentary Committee meeting on the Evaluation 
of Eurojust’s activities 

 EP/Brussels 

2022 

30 – 31 
January 

tbc 

 

Meeting of the Secretaries-General of the European Union 
Parliaments (EUSG) 

 Ljubljana/National 
Assembly 

2022 

4 - 5 April 

tbc 

Conference of Speakers of the European Union Parliaments 
(EUSC) 

 Ljubljana 

 Format: physical meetings or VC (video conference) – a decision will be taken approximately 
three months in advance 
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Highlights of Week  37.   13 to 19 September 

European Parliament. Highlights Week 37     

Same-sex marriages and partnerships should be recognised across the EU 

In a resolution on the rights of LGBTIQ persons in the EU (adopted with 387 votes in favour, 161 against and 

123 abstaining), the European Parliament emphasises that these citizens should be able to fully exercise their 
rights, including the right to free movement, everywhere in the Union. 

The resolution states that marriages or registered partnerships formed in one member state should be 

recognised in all of them in a uniform way, and same-sex spouses and partners should be treated the same 
as their opposite-sex counterparts. 

Following the European Court of Justice ruling “Coman & Hamilton”, which found that “spouse” provisions in 

the Free Movement Directive also apply to same-sex couples, the Commission should take enforcement action 

against Romania, where the government has failed to update national legislation to reflect this ruling, MEPs 
ask. 

The resolution also urges all EU countries to accept the adults mentioned in a child’s birth certificate as their 
legal parents. More generally, MEPs want rainbow families to have the same right to family reunification as 

opposite-sex couples and their families. To ensure that children do not become stateless when their families 
move between member states. MEPs argue that families should be treated the same across the EU. 

Finally, MEPs take note of the discrimination faced by the LGBTIQ communities in Poland and Hungary. 
Parliament calls for further EU action (infringement procedures, judicial measures and budgetary tools) 
against these countries 

Link to EP report here 

Presentation of the Fit for 55 package. 

On 14 September, the European Parliament held a debate with Council and Commission representatives on 
the “Presentation of the Fit for 55 package after the publication of the IPCC report”. For the Council, the 

Presidency welcomed the package, noting that its examination had only just started in the Council, while 

stressing that analysis of the package should include its contribution to the futureproofing of the economy 
and its capacity to ensure fair burden sharing. 

EVP Timmermans drew attention to the importance of maintaining the coherence of the package and of not 
opposing the social side to the climate side in discussions. He called for a constructive approach in 

negotiations, while keeping in mind the EU’s binding commitments (at the end of the debate, he warned 

against short-termism and against focusing on the cost of the transition without considering the cost of the 
non-transition). Both Council and Commission recalled the global perspective of the fight against climate 
change and the importance for the EU to lead by example.  

Overall, and with the exception of The Left, ECR and ID, political groups welcomed the package, underlining 

its importance for the achievement of the EU 2030 and 2050 objectives. However, Greens/EFA MEPs warned 

against the risk of inaction due to many actions in the package becoming effective only years from now. The 
ensuing debate confirmed (after the initial debate in the ENVI committee) that the social implications of many 

elements of the package remain an overwhelming concern across EP political groups. While on opposite sides, 

both ECR (PL members in particular) and The Left voiced concerns about the expected burden on citizens and 
the risk of energy poverty. ID speakers strongly criticised the package for being too ambitious and thus 
imposing too high a burden on the EU economy. 

Link to further EP information here 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11913/same-sex-marriages-and-partnerships-should-be-recognised-across-the-eu
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_17506_pk
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Conference on the Future of Europe 

The first report on the Multilingual Digital Platform of the Conference on the Future of Europe pub lished this 
week. 

Link to the report here 

State of the European Union address 

On Wednesday, President of the Commission Ursula von der Leyen delivered her second State of the European 
Union address to the EP Plenary in Strasbourg. 

She commenced by highlighting that, “in the biggest global health crisis for a century, the deepest global 

economic crisis for decades and the gravest planetary crisis of all time, “we chose to go it together. As one 
Europe. And we can be proud of it”. She stressed that Europe is among the world leaders in vaccination rates, 

while sharing half of its vaccine production with the rest of the world. Now the priority is to speed up global 
vaccination, continue efforts in Europe and prepare well for future pandemics. 

Looking ahead, she noted that “digital is the make-or-break issue” and announced a new European Chips Act, 

bringing together Europe’s world-class research, design and testing capacities and coordinating EU and 
national investments on semi-conductors. On climate change, von der Leyen made clear that “since it is man-

made, we can do something about it”. She highlighted that, with the Green Deal, the EU was the first major 

economy to present comprehensive legislation in this area and promised to support developing countries by 
doubling funding for biodiversity and pledging an additional €4 billion for climate finance until 2027 to support 
their green transition. 

Speaking about foreign and security policy, she called for a European Cyber Defence Policy and a new 

European Cyber Resilience Act and announced a summit on European defence to be held under the French 
Presidency. 

Link to text of the address here  

Link to EP report here 

Reform of the EU Blue Card t 

MEPs adopted the reform of the EU Blue Card to facilitate the employment of highly qualified non-EU 
nationals and help alleviate labour shortages in key sectors. 

The Blue Card Directive, in place since late 2009, defines the conditions of entry and residence that third 

country nationals (and their family members) must meet to take up highly qualified employment in the 
member states. However, the scheme has not attracted enough of these much-needed workers, with only 
36 806 Blue Cards issued in the EU in 2019 (and Germany issuing most of them). 

Under the revised rules, applicants will need to present a work contract or a binding job offer of a minimum 

of six months as well as evidence of higher qualifications or professional skills. Currently, a 12-month 

contract or offer is required. The salary threshold for applicants has been reduced to at least 100 % and not 
more than 160 % of the average gross annual salary in the member state of employment (from the current 
150 % minimum with no upper limit). 

Link to EP report here 

Brexit Adjustment Reserve (BAR) 

MEPs approved the €5 billion Brexit Adjustment Reserve to help member states deal with the economic, social 
and territorial impact of the UK’s departure from the EU. 

The agreement to set up the special fund, reached by Parliament and Council negotiators in June, was adopted 
with 652 in favour, 32 against and 11 abstentions. €1.6 billion will be distributed in 2021. The remaining €3.4 

https://prod-cofe-platform.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/vxcvelx5mvpevo7iqvgfezrs1ww0?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22sn03411-re01.en21%25281%2529.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27sn03411-re01.en21%25281%2529.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA3LJJXGZPDFYVOW5V%2F20210916%2Feu-central-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20210916T075916Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=cf0a406822c6e0fc3166d82eaa1ca9d0e590f04cd35c29aaa3d30742ea04a112
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_21_4701
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11905/state-of-the-eu-fight-against-covid-19-recovery-climate-and-external-policy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11915/new-eu-blue-card-rules-for-highly-qualified-immigrants-wishing-to-work-in-europe
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billion should follow in separate tranches of €1.2 billion in 2022 and 2023, followed by €1 billion in 2025 (in 
2018 prices). 

Measures that qualify for funding may include, among others, support to businesses, local communities, 

creating jobs or supporting EU citizens to re-integrate.MEPs ensured that expenditure incurred between 1 

January 2020 and 31 December 2023 will be covered by the fund. The Commission’s proposal limited the 
eligibility period to between 1 July 2020 and 31 December 2022. 

According to the agreement, three factors will be used to calculate how much money each EU country will 
receive: the importance of trade with the UK, the importance of fisheries in the UK exclusive economic zone 
and the population living in maritime regions bordering the UK. 

Ireland will be by far the largest beneficiary in absolute terms (around €1 billion), followed by the Netherlands 

(around €810 million), France (around €670 million), Germany (around €590 million) and Belgium (around 
€350 million). The provisional distribution is available here. 

Link to EP report here 

European Health Union: 

The proposal to extend the mandate of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) was 

adopted with 598 votes in favour, 84 against and 13 abstentions. EU member states should develop national 
preparedness and response plans, and provide timely, comparable and high quality data, MEPs say. They also 

want to ensure that the ECDC’s mandate is extended beyond communicable diseases to also cover major 
non-communicable diseases, like cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, cancer, diabetes or mental illness.  

The legislative proposal to strengthen the EU’s crisis prevention, preparedness and response when addressing 

future serious cross-border health threats was adopted with 594 votes in favour, 85 against and 16 
abstentions. The COVID-19 crisis revealed that further work at EU level is needed to support cooperation 

between member states, in particular border regions, MEPs stress. The text also calls for clear procedures 
and more transparency for EU joint procurement activities and related purchase agreements.  

Link to EP report here 

Fair and equal social protection for riders, drivers and other platform workers 

In a vote on Thursday, MEPs demand people working for digital labour platforms, such as food delivery 

services, should have the same rights as traditional employees. The resolution adopted on Thursday calls for 

a European framework to guarantee people working for digital labour platforms have the same level of social 
protection as non-platform workers of the same category. This includes social security contributions, 

responsibility for health and safety and the right to engage in collective bargaining to negotiate fair terms 
and conditions. 

Link to EP Report here 

Parliament sets out its vision for a new EU strategy on China 

In a report adopted on Thursday, by 570 votes in favour, 61 against with 40 abstentions, the European 

Parliament outlines six pillars on which the EU should build a new strategy to engage with China: cooperation 

on global challenges, engagement on international norms and human rights, identifying risks and 
vulnerabilities, building partnerships with like-minded partners, fostering strategic autonomy and defending 
European interests and values. 

Link to EP report here 

MEPs call for new EU strategy to promote democracy in Russia 

Assessing the state of EU-Russia relations, the European Parliament makes clear that it distinguishes between 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11916/parliament-paves-the-way-for-special-fund-to-mitigate-the-impact-of-brexit
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11907/european-health-union-better-disease-prevention-and-cross-border-cooperation
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11924/fair-and-equal-social-protection-for-riders-drivers-and-other-platform-workers
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11917/parliament-sets-out-its-vision-for-a-new-eu-strategy-on-china
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the Russian people and President Vladimir Putin’s regime. The latter is, Parliament says, a “stagnating 
authoritarian kleptocracy led by a president-for-life surrounded by a circle of oligarchs”. 

MEPs stress, however, that a democratic future for Russia is possible and that the Council must adopt an EU 

strategy for this scenario, encompassing incentives and conditions to strengthen domestic democratic 
tendencies. 

The text was approved by 494 votes in favour, 103 against with 72 abstentions. 

Link to EP report here 

Gender-Based Violence 

On Thursday, MEPs adopted by 427 votes in favour, 119 against, and 140 abstentions a legislative initiative 
demanding targeted legislation and policies to address all forms of violence and discrimination based on 

gender (against women and girls, but also against LGBTIQ+ persons), whether offline or online. They call on 

the Commission to list gender-based violence as a new area of crime under Article 83(1) TFEU, alongside 
other crimes that need to be combatted on a common basis, such as human, drug, and arms trafficking, 
computer crime and terrorism. 

Link to EP report here 

Resolution on freedom of media in Poland 

In a resolution adopted on Thursday with 502 votes in favour, 149 against, and 36 abstentions, Parliament 
condemns the continuing deterioration of media freedom and the rule of law in Poland. The vote took place 

one day after the plenary debate with Commission Vice-President Věra Jourová, Commissioner Reynders 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Anze Logar on behalf of the Slovenian Presidency of the Council.  

Link to EP report here 

 

European Commission. Highlights Week 37.   

State Aid  

France. The Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, French plans to set up a €3 billion fund 

that will invest through debt, hybrid and equity instruments in companies affected by the coronavirus 
outbreak. The scheme was approved under the State aid Temporary Framework. 

Italy. The European Commission has approved a €1.24 billion Italian scheme to support companies hiring 
young workforce in the context of the coronavirus outbreak. 

Slovkia. The European Commission approved under EU State aid rules Slovakia's map for granting regional 

aid from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2027. The Slovak regional aid map is among the first maps approved 
by the Commission within the framework of the revised Regional aid Guidelines (“RAG”). 

Hungary. The Commission approved under EU State aid rules Hungary's map for granting regional aid from 
1 January 2022 to 31 December 2027. 

NextGeneration EU Bonds 

On Tuesday, the Commission raised a further €9 billion to support Europe's recovery from the coronavirus 

crisis and its consequences, through the fourth NextGenerationEU bond issuance since the start of the 
programme in mid-June. The European Commission issued a 7-year bond due on 04 October 2028. The bond 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11925/meps-call-for-new-eu-strategy-to-promote-democracy-in-russia
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11927/make-gender-based-violence-a-crime-under-eu-law-meps-say
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11928/poland-attacks-on-media-freedom-and-the-eu-legal-order-need-to-stop
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4663
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4744
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4762
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_1825
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4763
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was largely oversubscribed - over 11 times, with books exceeding €103 billion. 

Link to Commission statement here 

European Health Emergency preparedness and Response Authority (HERA): 

On Thursday, the European Commission launched the European Health Emergency preparedness and 

Response Authority (HERA) to prevent, detect, and rapidly respond to health emergencies. HERA will 

anticipate threats and potential health crises, through intelligence gathering and building the necessary 
response capacities. When an emergency hits, HERA will ensure the development, production and distribution 

of medicines, vaccines and other medical countermeasures – such as gloves and masks – that were often 

lacking during the first phase of the coronavirus response. HERA is a key pillar of the European Health Union 
announced by President von der Leyen in her 2020 State of the Union address and will fill a gap in the EU's 
health emergency response and preparedness. 

Link to Commission statement here  

NextGenerationEU Funding: 

Malta. The European Commission adopted a positive assessment of Malta's recovery and resilience plan.  

Slovenia. The Commission disbursed €231 million to Slovenia in pre-financing, equivalent to 13% of the 
country's grant allocation under the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). 

 

European Court of Auditors 

EU readmission cooperation with third countries: relevant actions yielded limited 

results 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) has just published special report 17/2021 “EU readmission cooperation 
with third countries: relevant actions yielded limited results”, led by ECA Member Leo Brincat. 

The EU’s cooperation with non-EU countries has not been efficient in ensuring that migrants illegally present 
on EU territory return to their own countries. During the 2015-2020 period, the EU only achieved limited 

progress in concluding readmission agreements with non-EU countries. In addition, EU actions have not been 
streamlined enough to ensure that non-EU countries comply with their readmission obligations in practice. 

Link to report here 

“Commission’s surveillance of Member States exiting a macroeconomic adjustment 

programme: an appropriate tool in need of streamlining”, 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) has just published special report 18/2021 “Commission’s surveillance 
of Member States exiting a macroeconomic adjustment programme: an appropriate tool in need of 
streamlining. 

The European Commission checks whether euro-area Member States exiting a macroeconomic adjustment 

programme remain firmly on track, in the interest of the Member States themselves and that of their lenders. 

The ECA has examined the design, implementation and effectiveness of post-programme surveillance for the 
five Member States (Ireland, Portugal, Spain, Cyprus and Greece) that received financial support after the 

2008 financial crisis. The auditors conclude that, while surveillance was an appropriate tool, its efficiency was 

hampered by unclear objectives and insufficient streamlining and focus on implementation. A review of the 
processes and of the relevant legislation, in particular to integrate surveillance activities into the European 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4707
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4672
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=59347
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Semester, is thus recommended. 

Link to report here 

 

 

 

Sources: Websites of : European Parliament European Commission,  European Council and Council of the 
European Union Council, European Court of Auditors and European Ombudsman. 

https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=59351

