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 Spotlight   

Last Week 

European Parliament:  

EU’s capacity to anticipate and respond to health crises. The Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety (ENVI) adopted a draft negotiating position for a new regulation on tackling serious 
cross-border health threats. The text will be voted by all MEPs during September’s plenary session. 

Independent Ethics Body: In a report endorsed by the Constitutional Affairs Committee on Wednesday, 
MEPs set out their views on the establishment of an independent EU Ethics Body. 

New EU strategy for China In a report adopted on Thursday,  the Foreign Affairs Committee outlines six 

pillars on which the EU should build a new strategy to deal with China: cooperation on global challenges, 
engagement on international norms and human rights, identifying risks and vulnerabilities, building 
partnerships with like-minded partners, fostering strategic autonomy and defending European interests 
and values. 

Kremlin politics: In a new assessment of the direction of EU-Russia political relations, MEPs make clear 
the Parliament distinguishes between the Russian people and President Vladimir Putin’s regime. The latter 

is, they say, a “stagnating authoritarian kleptocracy led by a president-for-life surrounded by a circle of 
oligarchs”. 

Slovenian Presidency.Slovenia holds the Presidency of the Council until the end of 2021. During the 

week,  Ministers outlined the priorities of the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the EU to parliamentary 
committees, in a series of meetings. 

Data governance: On Thursday, the Industry, Research and Energy Committee adopted its position on 
the EU Data Governance Act (DGA), aimed at increasing trust in data sharing, create new EU rules on 

neutrality of data marketplaces and facilitate the reuse of certain data held by the public sector e.g. certain 
health, agricultural or environmental data, which were previously not available under the Open Data 
Directive. 

 

European Commission:   

Recovery and Resilience Facility: The Commission  received an official recovery and resilience plan from 
Malta. Malta has requested a total of €316.4 million in grants under the RRF. The Commission  adopted a 
positive assessment of Ireland's recovery and resilience plan. The Irish plan proposes projects in the seven 
European flagship areas. 

NextGenerationEU: The Commission has  issued a further €10 billion to support Europe's recovery from 

the coronavirus crisis and its consequences, in a third NextGenerationEU bond since the start of the 
programme in mid-June. 

European Green Deal Commission’s proposals:The  Commission has adopted a package of proposals 
to make the EU's climate, energy, land use, transport and taxation policies fit for reducing net greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. 

EU founding values: The Commission announced it is launching infringement procedures against Hungary 
and Poland related to the equality and the protection of fundamental rights of LGBTIQ people. 

Infringement Decisions.  The Commission released its July package of infringement decisions. 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union:  

Foreign Affairs Council, The Council adopted a Decision establishing an EU military training mission in 
Mozambique (EUTM Mozambique) to train mozambican forces and assist them in protecting civilians and 

restoring security in the province of Cabo Delgado. 

Eurogroup, Finance Ministers exchanged views with US Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen on the 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3727
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 Spotlight   

international dimension of the euro area's economic and financial policies. Discussions focused on the 
economic recovery from the crisis and on banking and financial stability issues. 

Coming Week:    

European Parliament: 

On Monday, the Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs of Parliaments of the European 
Union (COSAC) Chairpersons meet by video conference. 

The European Parliament is in recess over the summer holidays from 26 July to 22 August 2021.Business 
resumes on 23 August. 

Commission: College meeting on Tuesday. 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union:   

Agriculture and Fisheries Council on Tuesday,  

Informal meeting  Competitiveness ministers (Research) Environment ministers; Competitiveness 
ministers (Internal market and industry): European affairs ministers;  

 

 

 

European Parliament 

Plenary and Committee – 

The European Parliament is in recess over the summer holidays from 26 July to 22 August 

2021.Business resumes on 23 August 

  

 

 

 

European Commission 

Coming Week Highlights 

Tuesday, College Meeting 

President Ursula von der Leyen visits Czechia in relation to the recovery and resilience 
facility/NextGenerationEU and the national Recovery and Resilience Plan. 



 

3 

 

 

European Council – Council of the European Union 

Coming Meetings 

July 19,  

 Informal meeting of competitiveness ministers (Research) 

 Agriculture and Fisheries Council 

July 20, 2021 

 Informal meeting of environment ministers,  

July 21, 2021 

 Informal meeting of environment ministers, 

July 22, 2021 

 Informal meeting of competitiveness ministers (Internal market and industry) 

 Informal meeting of ministers responsible for European affairs, 22-23 July 2021 

 

 

Slovenian Presidency of Council of the European Union 
Programme for Inter-Parliamentary Events 

Activities organised by the  the Slovenian Parliament and the European Parliament 

Date Meeting EP 
Committee 

Location 

19 July Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs 
of Parliaments of the European Union (COSAC) – Meeting of 
the Chairpersons  

 Video conference 

8 – 9 
September 

Inter-parliamentary Conference for the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy and the Common Security and Defence 
Policy (IPC CFSP/CSDP) 

AFET Ljubljana/Brussels 

tbc 

27 
September 

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting "Turning the tide on 
cancer: the view of national parliaments on Europe's 
Beating Cancer Plan"  

BECA Brussels / Remote  

28 
September 

Inter-parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic 

Coordination and Governance in the European Union 
(SECG) 

BUDG 

EMPL 

ECON 

ENVI 

Remote / 

Ljubljana 

25 –26 
October 

 

Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group on Europol LIBE EP Brussels / 
Remote 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/compet/2021/07/19/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/agrifish/2021/07/19/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/env/2021/07/20-21/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/env/2021/07/20-21/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/compet/2021/07/22/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/gac/2021/07/22-23/
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Slovenian Presidency of Council of the European Union 
Programme for Inter-Parliamentary Events 

Activities organised by the  the Slovenian Parliament and the European Parliament 

Date tbc  

(tentative: 
November) 

 

High-Level Conference on Migration and Asylum in Europe. 

  

EP/Brussels 

October 
(possibly 
week 41 or 
43) 

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on Artificial 
Intelligence policies and strategies at EU and national level 

AIDA Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

9 Nov Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the expectations 
of national Parliaments for the Conference on the Future of 
Europe 

AFCO Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

18 Nov Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the CAP reform AGRI Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

30 Nov Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on violence against 

women 

FEMM Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

TBC 2nd Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on Evaluation 
of Eurojust’s activities 

LIBE Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

TBC Antiparliamentary Committee meeting on Rule of Law LIBE Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

TBC Interparliamentary Committee meeting on actualities of the 
EU Foreign Policy 

AFET Remote meeting/ 

EP Brussels 

28 – 30 
November 

LXVI Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union 
Affairs of Parliaments of the European Union (LXVI COSAC) 

 Ljubljana 

tbc 

Date tbc  

) 

Inter-parliamentary Committee meeting on the Evaluation 
of Eurojust’s activities 

 EP/Brussels 

2022 

30 – 31 
January 

tbc 

 

Meeting of the Secretaries-General of the European Union 
Parliaments (EUSG) 

 Ljubljana/National 
Assembly 

2022 

4 - 5 April 

tbc 

Conference of Speakers of the European Union Parliaments 
(EUSC) 

 Ljubljana 
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Highlights of Week 28.   12 to 18 July 2021 

European Parliament Plenary and Committee  

Highlights Week 28.   12 to 18 July 2021 

EU’s capacity to anticipate and respond to health crises. ENVI. 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) adopted on Tuesday, with 67 votes 
in favour, 10 against and one abstention, a draft negotiating position for a new regulation on tackling serious 

cross-border health threats. The text will be voted by all MEPs during September’s plenary session. 

In the approved text, MEPs call for a “One Health” multi-sectoral approach that, in order to tackle future 
public health threats, needs to recognise human health as connected to animal health and the environment. 
In addition, MEPs want to ensure that, alongside monitoring communicable diseases, the monitoring of the 
impact of these pathogens on non-communicable diseases, such as cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, 
cancer, diabetes and mental illness, is also part of EU public health policy. 

Link to EP report here 

Independent Ethics Body:AFCO 

In a report endorsed by the Constitutional Affairs Committee on Wednesday with 18 votes in favour, 8 against, 
and 1 abstention, MEPs set out their views on the establishment of an independent EU Ethics Body. 

The new EU Ethics Body would propose and advise on ethics rules for Commissioners, MEPs and staff of the 
participating institutions, before, during and in some cases after their term of office or employment. This new 

Body would also raise awareness and provide guidance on ethical matters, as well as have a compliance and 
advisory role with the ability to issue recommendations, including on conflicts of interest. It would work in 
collaboration with national authorities and other competent EU bodies and agencies, such as OLAF and the 
EPPO. 

It would apply a uniform definition of ‘conflict of interest’, to be defined as a conflict between the public duty 
(i.e. professional and official accountability) and private interests, in which the public official or decision-

maker has private interests that could improperly influence the performance of the activities and decisions in 
their responsibility. 

MEPs propose an interinstitutional agreement (IIA) to set up the new body for the Parliament and the 
Commission, which would be open to all EU institutions, agencies and bodies. 

Link to EP report here 

New EU strategy for China: AFET 

In a report adopted on Thursday, by 58 votes in favour, 8 against with 4 abstentions, the Foreign Affairs 
Committee outlines six pillars on which the EU should build a new strategy to deal with China: cooperation 
on global challenges, engagement on international norms and human rights, identifying risks and 
vulnerabilities, building partnerships with like-minded partners, fostering strategic autonomy and defending 
European interests and values. 

The approved text proposes continued EU-China cooperation on a range of global challenges, such as human 

rights, climate change, nuclear disarmament, fighting global health crises and the reform of multilateral 
organisations. MEPs also call for the EU to engage with China to improve initial response capacities to 
infectious diseases that could evolve into epidemics or pandemics, for example through risk-mapping and 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210707IPR07902/boosting-the-eu-s-capacity-to-anticipate-and-respond-to-health-crises
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210712IPR08210/independent-ethics-body-improving-transparency-and-integrity-in-eu-institutions
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early warnings systems. They also ask China to allow an independent investigation into the origins and spread 
of COVID-19. 

MEPs stress the strategic importance of the EU-China relationship, but make clear that the ratification process 

of the Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) cannot start until China lifts sanctions against MEPs 
and EU institutions. 

Members reiterate their call for the Commission and the Council to progress on an EU investment agreement 
with Taiwan. 

Link to EP report here 

Kremlin politics: 

In a new assessment of the direction of EU-Russia political relations, MEPs make clear the Parliament 
distinguishes between the Russian people and President Vladimir Putin’s regime. The latter is, they say, a 
“stagnating authoritarian kleptocracy led by a president-for-life surrounded by a circle of oligarchs”. 

MEPs stress, however, that Russia can have a democratic future and that the Council must adopt an EU 
strategy for a future democratic Russia, encompassing incentives and conditions to strengthen democratic 

domestic tendencies. 

The text was approved by 56 votes in favour, 9 against with 5 abstentions. 

MEPs state the EU must establish an alliance with the U.S. and other like-minded partners to counterbalance 
the efforts of Russia and China to weaken democracy worldwide and destabilise the European political order. 
It should foresee sanctions, policies to counter illicit financial flows, and support for human rights activists. 

 

Link to EP report here 

Slovenian Presidency briefs EP committees on priorities 

Slovenia holds the Presidency of the Council until the end of 2021. The hearings took place between 12 and 
15 July, Ministers outlined the priorities of the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the EU to parliamentary 
committees, in a series of meetings. 

Link to EP report here 

Data governance: 

On Thursday, the Industry, Research and Energy Committee adopted its position on the EU Data Governance 
Act (DGA), aimed at increasing trust in data sharing, create new EU rules on neutrality of data marketplaces 
and facilitate the reuse of certain data held by the public sector e.g. certain health, agricultural or 
environmental data, which were previously not available under the Open Data Directive. 

MEPs clarified the scope of the legislation especially regarding data intermediation services, in order to make 
sure that big tech companies are covered by the framework. Public sector bodies should avoid the conclusion 
of agreements creating exclusive rights for the re-use of certain data, say MEPs, who propose to limit exclusive 
agreements to a period of 12 months, in an effort to make more data available to SMEs and start-ups. 

The report was adopted in the committee with 66 votes to 0, with 6 abstentions. The committee also voted 
in favour to give a mandate for the start of inter-institutional talks by 66 votes to 1 and 5 abstentions. 

Link to EP report here 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210708IPR08013/meps-set-out-their-vision-for-a-new-eu-strategy-for-china
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210708IPR08012/kremlin-politics-meps-call-for-eu-strategy-to-promote-democracy-in-russia
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210708IPR08017/slovenian-presidency-debriefs-ep-committees-on-priorities
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210708IPR08014/data-governance-new-rules-to-boost-data-sharing-across-the-eu
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European Commission  

Highlights Week 28.   12 to 18 July 2021 

Recovery and Resilience Facility: 

Malta. The Commission  received an official recovery and resilience plan from Malta. Malta has requested a 
total of €316.4 million in grants under the RRF. 

The Maltese plan covers six areas, including sustainable transport, circular economy, clean energy and 
energy-efficiency in buildings, digital transformation of the public administration and the legal system, 

projects targeting the health and education sectors, as well as institutional reforms. Projects in the plan cover 
the entire lifetime of the RRF until 2026. The plan proposes projects in five of the seven European flagship 
areas. 

Ireland. The Commission  adopted a positive assessment of Ireland's recovery and resilience plan. The Irish 
plan proposes projects in the seven European flagship areas. These are specific investment projects which 
address issues that are common to all Member States in areas that create jobs and growth and are needed 
for the twin transition. For instance, Ireland's plan provides €155 million to renovate residential and public 

buildings and to support businesses that improve their energy efficiency so as to reduce the country's 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

NextGenerationEU: European Commission raises further €10 billion 

The Commission has  issued a further €10 billion to support Europe's recovery from the coronavirus crisis and 
its consequences, in a third NextGenerationEU bond since the start of the programme in mid-June. The 

Commission issued a 20-year bond due on 4 July 2041, which was welcomed by the market with a very strong 
interest, with books close to €100 billion. 

Link to Commission statement here 

European Green Deal Commission’s proposals: 

The  Commission has adopted a package of proposals to make the EU's climate, energy, land use, transport 

and taxation policies fit for reducing net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030, compared to 
1990 levels. Achieving these emission reductions in the next decade is crucial to Europe becoming the world's 
first climate-neutral continent by 2050 and making the European Green Deal a reality. The Commission’s 
proposals present the legislative tools to deliver on the targets agreed in the European Climate Law. 

Link to Commission statement here  

Commission starts legal action against Hungary and Poland for violations of 

fundamental rights of LGBTIQ people 

The Commission is launching infringement procedures against Hungary and Poland related to the equality and 

the protection of fundamental rights. 

On Hungary, the cases include the recently adopted law, which in particular prohibits or limits access to 
content that promotes or portrays the so-called ‘divergence from self-identity corresponding to sex at birth, 
sex change or homosexuality' for individuals under 18; and a disclaimer imposed on a children's book with 
LGBTIQ content. 

In relation to Poland, the Commission considers that Polish authorities failed to fully and appropriately respond 
to its inquiry regarding the nature and impact of the so-called ‘LGBT-ideology free zones' resolutions adopted 

by several Polish regions and municipalities.   

Link to statement here 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3407
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3727
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3727
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3682
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3541
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3668
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July infringements package: 

In its regular package of infringement decisions, the European Commission pursues legal action against 
Member States for failing to comply with their obligations under EU law. These decisions, covering various 
sectors and EU policy areas, aim to ensure the proper application of EU law for the benefit of citizens and 
businesses. 

Link to key decisions taken by the Commission are presented below and grouped by policy area here 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union  

Highlights Week 28.   12 to 18 July 2021 

Eurogroup, 12 July  

Main Results: 

Finance Ministers exchanged views with US Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen on the international 
dimension of the euro area's economic and financial policies. Discussions focused on the economic recovery 
from the crisis and on banking and financial stability issues. 

Eurogroup President Paschal Donohoe briefed ministers on the Euro Summit in June. With a view to preparing 

for the work ahead, he focused in particular on the discussions on the Banking Union. 

Ministers discussed the budgetary situation and outlook for the euro area as a whole,focusing on the outlook 

for 2022. The Chairman of the European Fiscal Board, Niels Thygesen, was invited to the meeting and 
presented the recently published report of the European Fiscal Board. 

Ministers discussed the potential impact of a digital euro on citizens, businesses and the entire Economic and 
Monetary Union. They focused on its political dimension, fully respecting the roles and mandates of all the 
institutions involved. 

Link to Council report here 

Foreign Affairs Council, 12 July 

Main Results 

The Council adopted a Decision establishing an EU military training mission in Mozambique (EUTM 
Mozambique) to train mozambican forces and assist them in protecting civilians and restoring security in the 
province of Cabo Delgado. 

The Foreign Affairs Council held a first debate on the external and geopolitical implications of new digital 

technologies. These technologies are crucial to EU societies and economies,but they are increasingly becoming 
a driver of geopolitical competition and global influence that foreign actorsuse to manipulate the information 
environment, influence public debate and intervene in democratic processes. Ministers stressed the need to 
use the EU's capacity as a regulatory power to influence global norms and standards in this area,and to ensure 
that the system remains open, people-centred and based on the rule of law. In doing so, they expressed their 
desire to work with like-minded partners – from the US to the Indo-Pacific region, from Africa to Latin America. 

For the first time, foreign ministers held an exchange of views on the Strategic Compass, the EU initiative 
aimed at better preparing the EU for future crises, strengthening its resilience to threats, including in 
cyberspace, strengthening the EU's partnerships to address common challenges and developing a common 
strategic culture. 

The High Representative informed the Council of the political stalemate in Lebanon and of a political 
agreement to introduce a system of sanctions against those responsible for the situation. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_21_3440
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/eurogroup/2021/07/12/
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Link to Council report here  

EU-Bosnia and Herzegovina Stabilisation and Association Council, 13 July  

At its fourth meeting, the Stabilisation and Association Council discussed relations under the Stabilisation and 
Association Process, in particular the pre-accession process in the light of the Commission's 2020 report. It 
focused on political and economic criteria, the acquis and pre-accession assistance. 

The extent to which the implementation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement has progressed was 
also examined. This was followed by an exchange of views on developments in the Western Balkans. 

Link to Council report  here 

 

 

Sources: Websites of : European Parliament European Commission,  European Council and Council of the 
European Union Council, European Court of Auditors and European Ombudsman. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/fac/2021/07/12/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/de/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2021/07/13/

