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Spotlight   

Last Week 

European Parliament:  

On Friday, the Parliament published the results of its Eurobarometer survey on the future of Europe. 

The EU institutions  opened their ‘virtual’ doors to celebrate Europe Day on 9 May. People across the EU 
and beyond were encouraged to find out more about the European Union and what it does. 

On Europe day, the Executive Board of the Conference on the Future of Europe approved the Rules of 
Procedure that set out the composition of the Plenary and how it will work. The European Parliament in 
Strasbourg hosted the inaugural event for the Conference. The Presidents of the EU institutions delivered 
speeches on their vision for Europe, following a welcome speech by President Macron, while the Co-Chairs 
of the Executive Board answered questions posed by citizens from across EU Member States. Erasmus 
students from across the EU, together with members of the Conference's Executive Board were physically 
present, fully respecting the applicable sanitary rules, and over 500 citizens attended the event remotely. 
Ministers for European affairs, Members of the European Parliament and national parliaments, and other 
VIP guests also joined remotely. 

 

European Commission:  

On Monday the Commission published an open public consultation on the European Health Data Space 
(EHDS) - an important building block of the European Health Union. The EHDS aims to make full use of 
digital health to provide high-quality healthcare and reduce inequalities. This public consultation focusses 
on: The access to and use of health data for healthcare provision, research and innovation, policy-making 
and regulatory decision; the fostering a genuine single market for digital health services and products, 
including innovative ones. 

On Monday the Commission  proposed that Member States ease the current restrictions on non-essential 
travel into the EU to take into account the progress of vaccination campaigns and developments in the 
epidemiological situation worldwide. 

Recovery and Resilience Plans: The Commission has received Recovery and Resilience Plans from Poland, 

State Aid. Schemes were approved by the Commission for Denmark 

The Commission has updated the EU Industrial Strategy to ensure that its industrial ambition takes full 
account of the new circumstances following the COVID-19 crisis and helps to drive the transformation to a 
more sustainable, digital, resilient and globally competitive economy. The updated Strategy reaffirms the 
priorities set out in the March 2020 Communication, published the day before the WHO declared COVID-
19 a pandemic, while responding to the lessons learned from the crisis to boost the recovery and enhance 
the EU's open strategic autonomy. It proposes new measures to strengthen the resilience of the Single 
Market, especially in times of crisis. 

The Commission has made a proposal to support 1,200 former workers of KLM in the Netherlands and 500 
former workers of Finnair in Finland, who lost their jobs due to the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on 
passenger air transport. The proposed total of €6.8 million from the European Globalisation Adjustment 
Fund (EGF) will help them find new jobs through further education or training or support them to start their 
own business. 

European Council and Council of the European Union: 

On Thursday,  the Foreign Affairs Council (Defence) discussed  Current Affairs, the Strategic Compass, 
PESCO, NATO, European Defences Agency Steering Board and EU Satellite Centre Board. 

. At the Porto Summit EU Leaders adopted the Porto declaration, setting out their vision for Europe's digital, 
green and fair transition. 
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Spotlight   

Coming Week:    

European Parliament: 

The week ahead is assigned to Committee and political group meetings, Brussels. 

Conference of the Speakers from the national parliaments of the EU member states and the European 
Parliament (EUSC), organised by the German Bundestag in cooperation with the Bundesrat. 

Commission: 

College meeting on Wednesday 

European Council and Council of the European Union:   

EU-Kazakhstan Cooperation Council on Monday; Foreign Affairs and General Affairs Councils on Monday 
and Tuesday respectively. 

   

 

 

European Parliament 

Committee and Political Group Meetings– Coming Week Highlights 

WEEK 19 

President’s diary. On Monday, EP-President David Sassoli will meet the Prime Minister of North 
Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Slovenia, Anže Logar. On Tuesday, he will 
have a meeting with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi. 

Recovery and Resilience Facility. MEPs will discuss with Commission Executive Vice-President 
Dombrovskis and Commissioner Gentiloni the 672-billion-euro Recovery and Resilience Facility and the 
respective plans submitted by member states. The meeting will be the first of this kind in which MEPs and 
the Commission will meet up every two months to discuss matters concerning the implementation of the 
Facility. (Monday). 

Migration situation in the Mediterranean. MEPs on the Civil Liberties Committee will be joined by 
journalists from German weekly Der Spiegel and the investigative outlet Lighthouse Reports to discuss their 
latest investigations into the migration situation in the Mediterranean and the alleged breaches of 
fundamental rights involving Frontex staff (Monday). 

Russian interference in EU. The Special Committee on foreign interference in all democratic processes 
in the EU (INGE) will discuss with Mikhail Khodorkovsky (former head of the Russian Yukos oil group now 
living in exile) his organisation Dossier Center's findings on Russian interference in EU affairs and in various 
EU member states. (Monday). 

Protecting media and civil society. The Committees on Legal Affairs and Civil Liberties will debate how 
to better protect media and civil society organisations from so-called SLAPPs (strategic lawsuits against 
public participation), which are intended to silence or intimidate them. Since 2018, MEPs have been calling 
for legislation in this field. A press briefing with the rapporteurs will take place at 11.00 after the committee 
debate. More info here. (Tuesday). 
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European Parliament 

Committee and Political Group Meetings– Coming Week Highlights 

Sexual and reproductive health. In a report to be put to the vote on Tuesday, Women’s Rights 
Committee MEPs are set to criticise the backlash against sexual and reproductive health and rights of 
women in the EU, which is contributing to the erosion of acquired rights and endangering women’s health. 
(Tuesday) 

 

Plenary preparations. Political groups will prepare the 17-20 May plenary session, where MEPs will debate 
and vote on the Just Transition Fund to mitigate the social impact of greening the economy; on companies’ 
liability for environmental damage; on the Czech Prime Minister’s conflict of interest ; on the 2019-2020 
report on Turkey; on a strategy for hydrogen and integrating the EU’s energy systems, and on new ways 
for legal labour migration in the EU. MEPs are also set to adopt three important 2021-2027 programmes: 
Erasmus, Creative Europe and the European Solidarity Corps. 

Link to full Committee Schedule here 

 

 

 

European Commission 

Coming Week Highlights 

College meeting on Wednesday 

 

European Council – Council of the European Union 

Coming Meetings 

EU-Kazakhstan Cooperation Council, 10 May 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 

The meeting will be chaired by Mukhtar Tileuberdi, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The EU delegation will be led by Augusto Santos Silva, Minister of State 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Portugal. Topics for discussion are: 

o The state of play and next steps concerning the EU-Kazakhstan Enhanced Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement 

o Political, economic and trade matters, including internal reforms, regional trade, the rule of law 
and human rights 

o Regional and international developments and cooperation, including security 

 

Link to full agenda here 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/agenda/weekly-agenda
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-ministerial-meetings/2021/05/10/
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European Council – Council of the European Union 

Coming Meetings 

Foreign Affairs Council, 10 May 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 

Ministers for Foreign Affairs will be briefed about current affairs by Josep Borrell, EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. They will review a number of recent developments and upcoming 
events. Ministers will also exchange views on the Western Balkans, transatlantic relations and Belarus. 

Link to full agenda here 

General Affairs Council, 11 May 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 

The Council will prepare for the special European Council on 25 May 2021. Ministers will also focus on the 
state of play of the coordination of the EU's response to COVID-19. They will be briefed by the Presidency 
on the Conference on the Future of Europe. 

Link to full agenda here 

 

 

 

 

Portuguese Presidency of Council of the European Union 

Programme for Inter-Parliamentary Events 

Date Meeting EP 

Committee 

Location 

Provisional 

10/11 

May 

Conference of the Speakers from the national parliaments of the 
EU member states and the European Parliament (EUSC), organised 
by the German Bundestag in cooperation with the Bundesrat 

Bundestag 

Bundesrat 

Remote 

30 May - 1 

June 

Portuguese Presidency Meeting LXV COSAC Plenary Meeting COSAC Lisbon 

15 June 

tbc 

Conference on Rural Development  Lisbon 

tbc 

20 -21 

June 

Conference on the role of Parliaments in deepening the EU Africa 
relationship 

 Lisbon 

 

 

 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2021/05/10/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2021/05/11/
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Highlights of Week  18.   3 to 9 May 2021 

European Parliament Plenary and Committee  

Highlights Week 19.   3  to 9  May  2021  

Europe Day 9 May 

The EU institutions  opened their ‘virtual’ doors to celebrate Europe Day on 9 May. People across the EU and 
beyond were encouraged to find out more about the European Union and what it does. 

 
Visit the Europe Day portal to find out more about the Parliament, Commission and the other EU institutions. 

Link to EP events here 

EU survey on crisis management role at EU level 

On Friday, the Parliament published the results of its Eurobarometer survey on the future of Europe. 

Around eight in ten Europeans (81%) agree that one of the priorities for the Conference should be how the 
EU could better handle crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic. More than a third (38%) agree strongly with 
this. 

Two-thirds of Europeans (66%) believe that the EU project offers a future perspective for Europe’s youth. A 
similar proportion (65%) sees the EU as a place of stability in a troubled world. 

More than two-thirds of those surveyed are in favour of electing the President of the European Commission 
through the choice of lead candidates in the European elections. Less than a quarter (22%) are not in favour 
of such a process. 

Twice as many EU citizens see a possibility of voting for transnational lists in European elections as a good 
thing (42%), compared to only one in five (19%) who reject this proposal. 

Link to EP report here 

Conference on the Future of Europe: inaugural event in Strasbourg 

On Europe Day 2021, the European Parliament in Strasbourg hosted the inaugural event of the Conference 
on the Future of Europe. 

The Presidents of the EU institutions delivered speeches on their vision for Europe, following a welcome speech 
by President Macron, while the Co-Chairs of the Executive Board answered questions posed by citizens from 
across EU Member States. Erasmus students from across the EU, together with members of the Conference's 
Executive Board were physically present, fully respecting the applicable sanitary rules, and over 500 citizens 
attended the event remotely. Ministers for European affairs, Members of the European Parliament and national 
parliaments, and other VIP guests also joined remotely. 

Welcome speech by Emmanuel Macron, President of France 

Speech by David Sassoli, European Parliament President 

Speech by António Costa, Prime Minister of Portugal for the Presidency of the Council of the EU 

Speech by Ursula von der Leyen, European Commission President 

https://europeday.europa.eu/index_en
https://europeday.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/europe-day/en/program/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210504IPR03427/eu-survey-highlights-support-for-greater-crisis-management-role-at-eu-level
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/AV_I205024-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-inaugural-event-statement-by-david-sassoli-ep-president_I205247-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-inaugural-event-statement-by-antonio-costa-portuguese-prime-minister-and-president-in-office-of-the-council-of-the-eu_I205253-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-inaugural-event-statement-by-ursula-von-der-leyen--president-of-the-european-commission_I205252-V_v
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Interventions by the Co-Chairs of the Executive Board: Guy Verhofstadt (Parliament), Ana Paula Zacarias 
(Council) and Dubravka Šuica (Commission) 

 

Link to entire event here 

EP Report here 

Conference on the Future of Europe; Rules of Procedure: 

The Executive Board approved on 9 May the Rules of Procedure that set out the composition of the Plenary 
of the Conference on the Future of Europe, and how it will work. 

The text approved on Europe Day 2021 will complete the rules determining how the Conference Platform, 
Panels and Plenary can transform citizens’ priorities, hopes and concerns into actionable recommendations. 
It adds to the rules previously adopted concerning the working methods of the Executive Board and those 
related to citizens’ participation. 

The Conference Plenary will be composed of 108 representatives from the European Parliament, 54 from the 
Council (two per Member State) and 3 from the European Commission, as well as 108 representatives from 
all national Parliaments on an equal footing, and citizens. 108 citizens will participate to discuss citizens' ideas 
stemming from the Citizens' Panels and the Multilingual Digital Platform: 80 representatives from the 
European Citizens’ Panels, of which at least one-third will be younger than 25, and 27 from national Citizens’ 
Panels or Conference events (one per Member State), as well as the President of the European Youth Forum. 

18 representatives from both the Committee of the Regions and the European Economic and Social 
Committee, and another eight from both social partners and civil society will also take part, while the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy will be invited when the international role 
of the EU is discussed. Representatives of key stakeholders may also be invited. The Conference Plenary will 
be gender-balanced. 

Their exchanges will be structured thematically around recommendations from the Citizens’ Panels and input 
gathered from the Multilingual Digital Platform. The Platform is the single place where input from all 
Conference-related events will be collected, analysed and published. In due course, the Plenary will submit 
its proposals to the Executive Board, who will draw up a report in full collaboration and full transparency with 
the Plenary, and which will be published on the Multilingual Digital Platform. 

The final outcome of the Conference will be presented in a report to the Joint Presidency. The three institutions 
will examine swiftly how to follow up effectively to this report, each within their own sphere of competences 
and in accordance with the Treaties. 

Link to EP report here 

 

European Commission  

Highlights Week 19.   3  to 9  May  2021 

European Health Union: Commission publishes open public consultation on the 

European Health Data Space 

On Monday the Commission published an open public consultation on the European Health Data Space (EHDS) 
- an important building block of the European Health Union. The EHDS aims to make full use of digital health 
to provide high-quality healthcare and reduce inequalities. It will promote access to health data for prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment, research and innovation, as well as for policy-making and legislation. The EHDS will 
place individuals' rights to control their own personal health data at its core. The consultation will remain 
open for responses until 26 July 2021. 

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/AV_I205255-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/AV_I205255-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/conference-on-future-of-europe-inaugural-event_20210509-1400-SPECIAL-CONFERENCE_vd
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210505IPR03505/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-inaugural-event-in-strasbourg
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210509IPR03801/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-make-your-voice-heard


 

7 

 

This public consultation focusses on: 

o the access to and use of health data for healthcare provision, research and innovation, policy-making 
and regulatory decision; 

o fostering a genuine single market for digital health services and products, including innovative ones. 

Link to Commission statement here 

Commission proposes to ease restrictions on non-essential travel to the EU while 

addressing variants through new ‘emergency brake' mechanism 

On Monday the Commission  proposed that Member States ease the current restrictions on non-essential 
travel into the EU to take into account the progress of vaccination campaigns and developments in the 
epidemiological situation worldwide. 

The Commission proposes to allow entry to the EU for non-essential reasons not only for all persons coming 
from countries with a good epidemiological situation but also all people who have received the last 
recommended dose of an EU-authorised vaccine. This could be extended to vaccines having completed the 
WHO emergency use listing process. In addition, the Commission proposes to raise, in line with the evolution 
of the epidemiological situation in the EU, the threshold related to the number of new COVID-19 cases used 
to determine a list of countries from which all travel should be permitted. This should allow the Council to 
expand this list.   

Link to Commission statement here  Link to Commission proposal here 

Recovery and Resilience Plans: 

Poland: The Commission has received the official R&RP plan from Poland. This plan sets out the reforms and 
public investment projects that Poland plans to implement with the support of the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility (RRF). The Polish plan is structured around five pillars of resilience of the economy, including business 
environment, innovation and labour market policy; green energy; digital transformation; sustainable 
transport and the health system. The plan includes measures in improving air quality, energy-efficiency in 
buildings, the development of renewable energy sources, zero-emission transport and access to broadband 
internet. Projects in the plan cover the entire lifetime of the RRF until 2026. The plan proposes projects in six 
European flagship areas. 

  

State Aid 

Denmark: The Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, a Danish aid scheme to support electricity 
production from renewable sources. The measure will help Denmark reach its renewable energy targets 
without unduly distorting competition and will contribute to the European objective of achieving climate 
neutrality by 2050. 

 

Commission proposes new Regulation to address distortions caused by foreign 

subsidies in the Single Market 

The Commission has proposed a new instrument to address potential distortive effects of foreign subsidies in 
the Single Market. Under the proposed Regulation, the Commission will have the power to investigate financial 
contributions granted by public authorities of a non-EU country which benefit companies engaging in an 
economic activity in the EU and redress their distortive effects, as relevant. 

Link to Commission statement here 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2083
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2121
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/default/files/pdf/03052021_proposal_council_recommendation_com-2021-232_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2221
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2242
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1982
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Commission updates the EU Industrial Strategy 

The Commission has updated the EU Industrial Strategy to ensure that its industrial ambition takes full 
account of the new circumstances following the COVID-19 crisis and helps to drive the transformation to a 
more sustainable, digital, resilient and globally competitive economy. 

The updated Strategy reaffirms the priorities set out in the March 2020 Communication, published the day 
before the WHO declared COVID-19 a pandemic, while responding to the lessons learned from the crisis to 
boost the recovery and enhance the EU's open strategic autonomy. It proposes new measures to strengthen 
the resilience of the Single Market, especially in times of crisis. It addresses the need to better understand  
dependencies in key strategic areas and presents a toolbox to address them. It offers new measures to 
accelerate the green and digital transitions. The updated Strategy also responds to calls to identify and 
monitor the main indicators of the competitiveness of the EU economy as a whole: single market integration, 
productivity growth, international competitiveness, public and private investment and R&D investment. 

The SME dimension is at the core of the updated Strategy with tailored financial support and measures to 
enable SMEs and start-ups to embrace the twin transitions. The Commission intends to appoint Mr Vazil Hudák 
as the SME Envoy. His appointment is currently being finalised. 

Link to Commission statement here 

European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) support for KLM and FINNAIR 

workers 

The Commission has made a proposal to support 1,200 former workers of KLM in the Netherlands and 500 
former workers of Finnair in Finland, who lost their jobs due to the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on passenger 
air transport. The proposed total of €6.8 million from the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) will 
help them find new jobs through further education or training or support them to start their own business. 

Link to Commission statement here 

 

European Council and Council of the European Union  

Highlights Week 19.   3  to 9  May  2021 

Foreign Affairs Council (Defence), 6 May 

Current Affair. 

The Council was informed about the High Representative's recent trip to the Sahel, wherehe visited 
Mauritania, Mali and Chad. Ministers emphasised that stability in the region remains key for Europe’s security. 

The Council was informed about the High Representative's recent trip to the Sahel, wherehe visitedMauritania, 
Mali and Chad. Ministers emphasised that stability in the region remains key for Europe’s security. 

Ministers then discussed Russia’s recent military build up in illegally-annexed Crimea and on the Ukrainian 
border. The debate reaffirmed the EU's position that Russia must de-escalate and reduce tensions, and that 
the full implementation of the Minsk agreements is key to a lasting political solution. 

The High Representative updated ministers on the EU's response to Mozambique’s request for EU assistance 
to help address the security crisis and the terrorist threat in Cabo Delgado. 

Strategic Compass: After a discussion on the threat analysis in November 2020, that highlighted the need 
for the EU to be prepared for future challenges and crises, the Council discussed a concrete set of ideas and 
proposals on how to be ready to react to risks. 

The Council discussion based on the proposal of the High Representative highlighted the need for more 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1884
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2243
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flexibility to better adapt the EU's civilian and military missions to the needs in each crisis, including through 
enhanced coordination and cooperation with other military operations conducted in ad hoc coalitions by 
member states or other partners. 

The Strategic Compass is scheduled for adoption by the Council in March 2022. 

PESCO: Following the requests of Canada, Norway and the United States of America to participate in the 
PESCO project Military Mobility, the Council adopted positive decisions authorising the coordinator of this 
project – the Netherlands – to invite the three countries. 

Canada, Norway and the United States of America will be the first third states to be invited to participate in 
a PESCO project. 

NATO: Ministers exchanged views with the NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. on operational 
engagement in theatres of common interest, from the Mediterranean to Afghanistan. 

European Defence Agency Steering Board.  The European Defence Agency's steering board met in the 
margins of the Council meeting to review the state of play in the implementation of the Coordinated Annual 
Review on Defence recommendations (CARD), looking in particular at collaborative opportunities in capability 
development, research and technology. 

European Union Satellite Centre Board: The High Representative chaired for the first time the board 
meeting of the EU Satellite Centre (SatCen) at ministerial level. The board discussed the role of SatCen within 
the CFSP and beyond, with a focus on its future tasks and functions, and appropriate level of ambition. 

 

Link to Council Report here 

Informal meeting of heads of state or government, Porto, 7-8 May 

On 7 May, following the high-level conference held by the Portuguese presidency, EU leaders discussed 
COVID-19 and international relations. On 8 May, social affairs were on the agenda. Leaders adopted the Porto 
declaration on social issues. 

Covid 19 and International Relations, leaders discussed 

 Production and distribution of vaccines 

 Digital green certificate 

 International solidarity 

Social Affairs, EU leaders' talks on 8 May concentrated on how to ensure an inclusive recovery, with 
education and skills at the heart of the EU's political action. Leaders adopted the Porto declaration, setting 
out their vision for Europe's digital, green and fair transition. 

Link to Council report here  

 

 

Sources: EU Parliament, Commission, and Council websites 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2021/05/06/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2021/05/07-08/

