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Welcome from Seán Ó Fearghaíl T.D.,
Ceann Comhairle of Dáil Éireann
As the Speaker of
Dáil Éireann, Ireland’s
lower house of
parliament, it is my pleasure and privilege
to welcome you to the inaugural
International Congress of Parliamentary
Women’s Caucuses at Dublin Castle.
This first-of-its-kind event brings together
female politicians from more than 45
parliaments and assemblies globally.
Our aim in hosting this International
Congress is to empower delegates, when
you return home, to advance the cause
of promoting women as agents of change,
from the grass roots of political
movements to the pinnacle of power.
Our International Congress takes place
at a significant moment in the history of
Ireland, on the 100th anniversary year of
women gaining the right to vote. Over the
past century of dynamic change, women
have attained many – but not all – of
Ireland’s highest positions of leadership.
It is widely accepted that much work
remains to lower barriers to participation
and increase equity of opportunity.

On that note I want to pay tribute to
the Women’s Parliamentary Caucus, a new
force in Irish politics that did so much in
recent months to transform this Dublin
Castle gathering from dream to reality.
Under its Chairperson, Catherine Martin
T.D., the Women’s Parliamentary Caucus
has forged a persuasive all-party voice on
policy matters of particular importance to
Irish women. They are playing a leadership
role in organising initiatives such as this
International Congress to build sociopolitical alliances that will advance the
goal of gender equality across the globe.
I sincerely hope today’s discussions
afford you the opportunity to build
solidarity with new friends and allies,
gain inspiration from fresh ideas and
approaches, and identify achievable
goals for promoting the strongest possible
role for women in the heart of democratic
systems worldwide.

Seán Ó Fearghaíl T.D.
Ceann Comhairle of Dáil Éireann

Introduction from Catherine Martin T.D., Chairperson
of the Women’s Parliamentary Caucus
Fáilte chuig Caisleán
Bhaile Átha Cliath!
Welcome to Dublin Castle and to the
inaugural meeting of the International
Congress of Parliamentary Women’s
Caucuses, an event that bears testimony
to the growth of female leadership
in parliaments, legislatures and
assemblies across the world.
I hope today’s discussions and networking
opportunities will help us all to identify
positive steps and strategies to further
the cause of promoting women’s
involvement in politics.
Delegates have converged on Dublin
Castle from throughout Europe and from
Asia and Africa, the Americas, Australia
and New Zealand. All of us undoubtedly
have our own stories to tell about the
state of gender inequality in political life
from wherever we come. This International
Congress is focused on hearing those
stories and finding ways to challenge
that narrative on a global scale.
To give us perspective and to stimulate
innovative thinking, we have assembled
a range of leaders, commentators and
experts who can help identify the special
qualities that women bring to politics
today and inspire us to articulate what
women’s role in democratic life might
look like a century from now.
Our keynote speaker this morning is
British Labour Party politician Harriet
Harman, who held senior Cabinet posts
in the Blair and Brown administrations
and led Labour and the Opposition twice
this decade. As Britain’s longest-serving
female MP, serving her south London
constituency since 1982, she brings rare
perspective to the gender dynamics of

British politics from Margaret Thatcher
to Theresa May.
Ireland’s Prime Minister, Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar, also will address the
International Congress on the changing
role of women in Irish political life.
Acclaimed scholar Mary Beard, Professor
of classics at Cambridge University, will
explore how women have shaped society
and political decision-making from Roman
antiquity to the modern day.
In the afternoon, a panel of international
lawmakers and analysts moderated by Irish
author and columnist Martina Devlin will
try to imagine how women’s involvement in
politics and government might develop
over the coming century to 2118.
This dialogue, fed by parallel discussion
and debate in policy breakout sessions,
should allow Congress leaders to draft
and submit for delegate approval a Dublin
Declaration defining the stepping stones
for achieving gender equality in
democratic institutions worldwide.
This is a vision of hope and ambition.
The International Congress is the ideal
platform for crafting this vision into
a credible blueprint with specified
milestones for progress and target
dates for achievement. I look forward
to hearing your views and forging an
enduring alliance of Women’s
Parliamentary Caucuses with a
strong, united voice for progress.
Le gach deá-ghuí,

Catherine Martin T.D.,
Chairperson of Irish Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus
@cathmartingreen

International Congress of Parliamentary Women’s
Caucuses
Monday 10th September 2018 – Hibernia Conference Centre, Dublin Castle
08.00

Registration – Tea/coffee on arrival

09.00

Welcome and Introduction
Catherine Martin T.D., Chairperson of the Irish Women’s Parliamentary
Caucus

09:15

Key note speech Introduced by, Senator Ivana Bacik
‘Women in Leadership’
Right Honorable Harriet Harman QC MP
First Respondent Catherine McGuinness
Questions and Answers

10:30

Opening address of Conference, introduced by Catherine Martin T.D.
An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar (Prime Minister of Ireland)

11.00

Tea/coffee Break
Delegates will have the opportunity to learn about following topics
during coffee break, introduced by Deputy Catherine Martin
Topic 1: Social Media:
Jason Kiernan, Social Media Manager, Houses of the Oireachtas
Topic 2: Gender Quotas:
Fiona Buckley, Department of Government and Politics, University
College Cork
Topic 3: ‘Herstory: Lighting up the world in celebration of women
& equality’
Melanie Lynch, Founder and Director of Herstory

11:30

Introduced by Marcella Corcoran-Kennedy T.D., Deputy Chairperson
of the Irish Women’s Parliamentary Caucus
‘Women in Society & Politics Today’
Speaker: Professor Mary Beard
Questions and Answers

12.45

Family Photo

13.00

Lunch – Castle Hall, Dublin Castle

14:15

Panel discussion, introduced by, Fiona O’Loughlin T.D.
Our Vision for Women in 2118
Chaired by, Martina Devlin, Journalist and Author
Panellists:
Orla O’Connor National Women’s Council of Ireland
Laura Friedman ASM California State Assembly
Stella Creasy MP House of Commons
Sinéad Burke Writer and academic
Ms Kareen Jabre Inter-Parliamentary Union
Honorable Dr. Jessie Kabwila M.P. Malawi Parliament

15.30

Break-out Session 1 – La Touche Room
Policy Focused Session ‘Gender Sensitive Parliament’
Barbara Limanowska – European Institute for Gender Equality
Break-out Session 2 – Chesterfield Room
‘Deliberative Democracy as a Process’
Ms Justice Mary Laffoy
Break-out Session 3 – President’s Room
‘Impact of Caucuses Worldwide’
Ms Kareen Jabre – Inter-Parliamentary Union

16:30

Introduced by Catherine Martin TD
Session One
Dublin Declaration Women in Politics 2118
Proposals for Action and agreement by Members of the Conference
Presented by Claire McGing, academic, Maynooth University
Session Two
Introduction by Senator Colette Kelleher
Contributions and Reflections from the floor

18.00

Closing remarks
Catherine Martin T.D., Chairperson of the Irish Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus & Irish Caucus Members

Members of the Irish Parliamentary Women’s Caucus
Working Group
Catherine Martin T.D.

Marcella Corcoran Kennedy T.D.

Chairperson of the Irish Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus

Vice-Chairperson of the Irish Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus

Catherine Martin T.D. is the founder
and current Chair of the Irish Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus. She has represented
the constituency of Dublin Rathdown as a
Green Party T.D. in Dáil Éireann since February
2016, and is the Green Party’s Deputy Leader
and Education Spokesperson. With a
background as a teacher and a County
Councillor, she now serves as a member of the
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and
Skills and the Committee on the Future of
Mental Healthcare.

Marcella Corcoran Kennedy T.D. is the Vice
Chairwoman of the Women’s Parliamentary
Caucus. She is a former Minister of State for
Health Promotion and the first ever Fine Gael
minister in Offaly. She was elected to Dáil
Éireann in the 2011 General Election and
successfully re-elected in 2016. She is a
former Chairwoman of the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
and is currently a member of the Future of
Mental Health Committee; Agriculture, Food
and the Marine Committee; and the Climate
Action Committee.

Fiona O’Loughlin T.D.

Senator Ivana Bacik

Fiona O’Loughlin T.D. is the Fianna Fáil
Spokesperson on Equality, Immigration and
Integration and the Chairperson of the Joint
Oireachtas Education and Skills Committee.
With a background in education (as a teacher),
Local Government (member of Kildare County
Council and Newbridge Town Council) and
Special Olympics (2003 World Summer Games
and subsequently as an advocate for people
with intellectual disability across Europe),
Fiona has had diverse experiences which
inform and support her work as a member of
Dáil Éireann since she was elected in 2016.

Senator Bacik is the Reid Professor of
Criminal Law, Criminology and Penology at
Trinity College Dublin (previously held by Mary
Robinson and President Mary McAleese). She
is a qualified Barrister, and a Senior Lecturer
and Fellow of Trinity College Dublin (elected in
2005). She was elected to Seanad Éireann for
the first time in 2007, re-elected in 2011, and
most recently in 2016. She is also Chair of the
Vótáil 100 Committee, the Committee that
commemorates the 100th anniversary of the
parliamentary vote for women in Ireland in
2018.

Senator Colette Kelleher

Mary Banotti
Former Member Representative

Senator Colette Kelleher is an Independent
politician who has served as a Senator since
May 2016, upon being nominated by the
Taoiseach. She previously served as the CEO
of the Alzheimer’s Society of Ireland. She
comes from Co. Cork and has worked as a
social worker in Dublin. She also holds an
MBA and has led the Cork Simon Community
for eight years before moving
to the Cope Foundation.

Mary Banotti was a Member of the European
Parliament for Fine Gael from 1984 to 2004 for
the Dublin constituency, and a candidate for
the President of Ireland in the 1997 election.
She is a former Vice Chair of the Board of
Directors of the International Centre for
Missing and Exploited Children, and a former
Honorary President of Health First Europe.
She is also a former member of the board of
the International Foundation for Electoral
Systems and in 1999 served as the United
Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) Irish
Goodwill Ambassador, focusing on
reproductive health.

Keynote Speaker
Right Honorable Harriet Harman
QC MP

Harriet Harman QC MP has represented
the diverse inner-city constituency of
Camberwell and Peckham in the London
Borough of Southwark since 1982. Joining a
House of Commons which was 97 per cent
male, she had three children while in
Parliament. She has been politics most
prominent champion for women’s rights.
Having obtained a degree in Politics from York
University, Harriet qualified as a solicitor. Her
first job as a solicitor was at Brent Law Centre
in 1974.
When Labour entered government in 1997,
Harriet was appointed Secretary of State for
Social Security and Minister for Women. She
introduced the Minimum Income Guarantee
and the National Childcare Strategy.
In 2001, Harriet was appointed Solicitor
General and led a drive within Government
to make tackling domestic violence a priority.
After the 2005 General Election, Harriet was
appointed Minister for Justice at the
Department for Constitutional Affairs. She
also served in Government as Leader of the
House of Commons, Secretary of State for
Equalities and Minister for Women, where
she brought forward the Equality Bill, now
the Equality Act.

Harriet was the elected Deputy Leader of the
Labour Party from 2007-2015, was appointed
Shadow Deputy Prime Minister in 2010-2015
and has twice served as Interim Leader of
the Labour Party in 2010 and 2015.
Harriet is Chair of the Joint Committee
on Human Rights and in 2017 became the
longest serving woman MP, becoming
‘Mother of the House of Commons’.

Keynote Response
Catherine McGuinness
Former Member of Seanad Éireann and
Supreme Court Judge

Catherine McGuinness served as a judge of
the Supreme Court of Ireland from 2000 to
2006. Prior to that she served as a judge on
both the High Court and the Circuit Court, and
as a Senator for the University of Dublin in
Seanad Éireann from 1979 to 1981 and from
1983 to 1987. She has served as chair of the
Forum for Peace and Reconciliation, chair of
the National Council of the Forum on End of
Life in Ireland, and as Chair of the National
University of Ireland Galway’s Governing
Authority. She became patron of the Irish
Refugee Council in 2011.

Opening Address
Leo Varadkar T.D.
An Taoiseach

Leo Varadkar was elected Taoiseach
(Prime Minister) on 14 June 2017.
Born in 1979, the son of an Indian
father and Irish mother, he was educated
at King’s Hospital and Trinity College Dublin,
where he studied to be a medical doctor. He
has worked as a junior doctor and qualified as
a general practitioner. He first ran for Dublin
Corporation in 1999, but lost. He ran again
in 2004 and topped the poll.
Elected to the Dáil on his first attempt in 2007,
he took his seat on 14 June. Following the 2011
general election he was appointed Minister for
Transport, Tourism and Sport. In the summer
of 2014 he was appointed Minister for Health.
Following the 2016 general election, he was
appointed Minister for Social Protection. He
was elected leader of Fine Gael on 2 June 2017.

Women in Society &
Politics Today

Response

Professor Mary Beard

Mary McAuliffe

Professor of Classics

Assistant Professor/Lecturer in Gender
Studies at UCD

Mary Beard is one of Britain’s best-known
classicists – Professor at the University of
Cambridge and Fellow of Newnham College.
She has written numerous books on the
ancient world including the Wolfson
Prize-winning Pompei: The Life of a Roman
Town, has presented highly-acclaimed TV
series, Meet the Romans and Rome – Empire
without Limit, and is a regular broadcaster
and media commentator. Mary is also classics
editor of the Times Literary Supplement and
writes a thought-provoking blog, A Don’s Life.
Made an OBE in 2013 for services to classical
scholarship, her recent books include the
critically-acclaimed SPQR – A History of
Ancient Rome and thought-provoking Women
& Power. Mary is one of the presenters for the
BBC’s new landmark Civilisations series.

Mary McAuliffe is an Assistant Professor in
Gender Studies at UCD. She holds a PhD from
the School of History and Humanities, Trinity
College Dublin and lectures on the UCD Gender
Studies programmes at University College
Dublin. Her latest publications were We
were there; 77 women of the Easter Rising
(co-written with Liz Gillis) and Kerry 1916;
Histories and Legacies of the Easter Rising
on which she was co-editor. She was also
co-editor of Sexual Politics in Modern Ireland.
She was the historical consultant on two major
2016 commemorative projects; Richmond
Barracks and the Royal College of Surgeons.
She was also on the advisory committee of
the National Museum of Ireland 1916
Exhibition. She is past President of the
Women’s History Association of Ireland
(2011-2014) and an Advisory Board member of
the Irish Association of Professional Historians.
Her latest research includes a forthcoming
biography of Margaret Skinnider (UCD Press,
late 2018), and a major research project on
gendered and sexual violence during the Irish
revolutionary period, 1919-1923.

Panel 1: Our Vision for Women in 2118
Chaired by,
Martina Devlin,
Journalist and Author

Martina Devlin is a novelist and newspaper
columnist. Her bestselling books include
About Sisterland, set in the near future in a
world ruled by women; The House Where It
Happened, a ghost story inspired by Ireland’s
last conviction for witchcraft; and her latest
(autumn 2018), Truth and Dare: Stories About
Ireland’s Iconic Women, which breathes new
life into some of the women who struggled for
equality. Prizes include the Royal Society of
Literature’s VS Pritchett Prize and a Hennessy
Literary Award, while she was three times
shortlisted for the Irish Book Awards.
A current affairs commentator for the Irish
Independent, she has been named columnist
of the year by the National Newspapers of
Ireland. Martina is vice-chairperson of the
Irish Writers Centre and has a certificate
as a chartered director from the Institute
of Directors. She is currently working
towards a PhD at Trinity College Dublin

Orla O’Connor
Director of the National Women’s Council
of Ireland

Orla O’Connor is Director of the National
Women’s Council of Ireland (NWCI), the
leading national women’s membership
organisation in Ireland, with over 180
member groups. Orla holds an MA in
European Social Policy, and after starting
out in local community based projects,
has worked in senior management in
non-governmental organisations for over 25
years. Orla represents NWCI in a wide range
of national and international fora. Orla is a
feminist, and an expert in the policies
needed to progress women’s equality in
Ireland. Orla is co-director of Together For
Yes, the successful civil society campaign
for the removal of the 8th amendment to the
Constitution and the provision of abortion
care in Ireland. She is an accomplished
public speaker, with a strong analysis of
public policy. Orla has led numerous high
level, successful campaigns on a wide range
of issues on women’s rights, including social
welfare reform, pension reform and for the
introduction of quality and affordable
childcare. Orla is passionate about
ensuring access to women’s reproductive
rights; about ensuring more women are in
leadership positions; about ending violence
against women; and increasing women’s
economic equality.

Laura Friedman

Stella Creasy MP

ASM California State Assembly

House of Commons

Laura Friedman was elected to the California
State Assembly in November 2016 to represent
the 43rd Assembly District which encompasses
the cities of Burbank, Glendale, and La Cañada
Flintridge, as well as some Los Angeles
neighborhoods.

Stella was elected in 2010, having previously
served our community as a local councillor,
Mayor and Chief Whip of the Council. Before
she became the MP she helped run a
participation charity and worked for the Scout
Association, helping to develop the
campaigning and civic skills of young people.
She also completed a PhD in Social
Psychology from the London School of
Economics. In her time in parliament to date,
she has served on the Public Accounts
Committee, in Labour’s Shadow Home Affairs
and Business team and lead campaigns on
tackling legal loan sharking, online
harassment, housing and public debt
management. Stella is now working on
campaigns around PFI, housing, women’s
equality and tackling islamophobia. When
Stella is not working for Walthamstow she
loves to win at pub quizzes, listen to indie
music and taste test the good food of
Walthamstow.

Laura served for seven years on the Board
of Directors of the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California. She is a Past President
of the Independent Cities Association, was a
Hollywood-Burbank Airport Commissioner, and
a Board Member of the Southern California
Association of Governments where she was
a member of the Energy and Environment
Committee. Building on her years of community
service, she was elected to the Glendale City
Council in 2009, served as Mayor from
2011-2012 and was re-elected in 2013.
In Sacramento, Laura has authored a package
of bills to encourage water conservation,
strengthen environmental sustainability,
improve access to higher education, and health
care. She is the Chair of the Sexual Harassment
Prevention and Response Committee, which
was formed in response to the sexual
harassment allegations in the State Capitol
and the #metoo movement. Laura also serves
as a member of the Assembly Committees on
Appropriations; Arts, Entertainment, Sports,
Tourism, and Internet Media; Transportation;
Rules; and Water, Parks, and Wildlife.

Sinéad Burke

Ms Kareen Jabre

Writer and academic

Director of the Division of Programmes
Inter-Parliamentary Union

Since her very first day in primary school,
Sinead understood the power of education
and its value in being a catalyst to combat
ignorance, to challenge the status quo and
to give agency and opportunity to the most
vulnerable. Her ambition to become a teacher
– one who ensured that children felt
represented, listened to and safe in my
classroom – stemmed from this idea, but could
have been thwarted by the notion, ‘if you can’t
see it, you can’t be it’. Instead, she graduated
at the top of her class, receiving the Vere
Foster Medal from Trinity College, Dublin.

Kareen Jabre is the Director of the Division
of Programmes at the Inter-Parliamentary
Union. She is responsible for directing the
organisation’s various programmes of support
and policy guidance to parliaments. These
include standard setting work for democratic
parliaments, strengthening parliament’s
institutional capacities in emerging
democracies and post-conflict societies,
enhancing their ability to embody and
advance gender equality, to empower youth, to
promote sustainable development and health
and to tackle climate change.

Through writing, public speaking, lecturing
and social media, Sinead highlights the lack
of inclusivity within the fashion and design
industries and consults with leadership to
ensure the process of designing for, with and
by disabled people is embedded into their
business model. She also critiques the ways
in which the media talks to women and offers
an alternative conversation that celebrates the
achievements of others with the ‘Extraordinary
Women’ interview series.
Sinead is currently undertaking a PhD in Trinity
College, Dublin on human rights education that
explores the voice of the child in school. Whilst
curiously challenging the intersection of design,
empowerment, beauty, disability and empathy.

Previously and for 13 years, she managed
the Gender Partnership Programme of the
organisation, focusing on the implementation
of projects to support women in parliament
and transform parliaments in strong
institutions that deliver on gender equality.
She is also currently in charge at the IPU of
overseeing implementation of the
organization’s gender mainstreaming
strategy. Before working for the IPU, Kareen
Jabre worked at UNESCO in its women and
gender equality coordinating unit. She holds
a Masters in political science and in English.

Honorable Dr. Jessie Kabwila M.P.
Malawi Parliament

A University lecturer by profession. She holds a
Masters of Arts degree in Literature and Ph.D.
from Binghamton State University, New York.
She has over 15 years of teaching experience in
several countries including Malawi, Botswana,
and Zimbabwe.
She was the Acting President of the Chancellor
College Academic Staff Union (CCASU) and led
the union’s struggle in the defence of academic
freedom in Malawi.
She is a women’s rights activist.
Current positions include:
l

Member of Parliament for Salima North West
Constituency, Malawi Congress Party (MCP).

l

Member of the Education, Science and
Technology Committee.

l

President of African Union MP’s against
child marriage.

Previous positions include:
l

Chair for the SADC Parliamentary Women’s
Caucus

l

Publicity Secretary for Malawi’s main
opposition party, Malawi Congress Party
(MCP).

She is mainly interested in exploring the woman
question, specifically, issues of female agency
and liberation in contemporary fiction and
popular culture.

Break-out Session Speakers
Barbara Limanowska

Ms Justice Mary Laffoy

European Institute for Gender Equality

Former High Court Judge and Chair of the
Citizens’ Assembly

Policy Focused Session
‘Gender Sensitive Parliament

Barbara Limanowska is the Senior Gender
Mainstreaming Expert at the European
Institute for Gender Equality. Prior to this she
was engaged as the Regional Gender Adviser
at the Regional UNDP Office in Bratislava.
In the past she has served as the Director of
The National Women’s Information Center in
Warsaw, as a consultant on anti-trafficking for
the UN Office of the High Commissionaire for
Human Rights in Bosnia Herzegovina, and as a
senior anti-trafficking adviser to several UN
and international agencies, including UNICEF,
OSCE and UNDP.

Deliberative Democracy as a Process

The Honourable Mary Laffoy graduated from
University College Dublin with a B.A. degree in
1968. Subsequently, between 1968 and 1971
she studied law at University College Dublin
and at the Honorable Society of King’s Inns in
Dublin. She was called to the Bar in July 1971.
She practised as a barrister from the
Michaelmas term in 1971 until her
appointment to the High Court. She
was admitted to the Inner Bar in the
Michaelmas term of 1987.
She was appointed a Judge of the High Court
in April 1995. While on the High Court Bench,
she was primarily involved in civil litigation,
principally in the area of chancery law.
She was appointed to the Supreme Court
in October 2013 and retired in June 2017.
She has most recently chaired the Citizen’s
Assembly which considered a range of
important social issues relevant to
women and society generally.

Ms Kareen Jabre
Director of the Division of Programmes
Inter-Parliamentary Union
Impact of Caucuses Worldwide

Kareen Jabre is the Director of the Division
of Programmes at the Inter-Parliamentary
Union. She is responsible for directing the
organisation’s various programmes of support
and policy guidance to parliaments. These
include standard setting work for democratic
parliaments, strengthening parliament’s
institutional capacities in emerging
democracies and post-conflict societies,
enhancing their ability to embody and
advance gender equality, to empower youth, to
promote sustainable development and health
and to tackle climate change.
Previously and for 13 years, she managed
the Gender Partnership Programme of the
organisation, focusing on the implementation
of projects to support women in parliament
and transform parliaments in strong
institutions that deliver on gender equality.
She is also currently in charge at the IPU of
overseeing implementation of the
organization’s gender mainstreaming
strategy. Before working for the IPU, Kareen
Jabre worked at UNESCO in its women and
gender equality coordinating unit. She holds
a Masters in political science and in English.

Dublin Declaration
Claire McGing
Lecturer, Maynooth University

Claire McGing is a lecturer in Human
Geography in Maynooth University, where
she teaches courses on gender and feminism,
electoral geography, environmental politics
and global environmental change. Her
research focuses mainly on women’s
representation in Irish politics, particularly
candidate selection and gender quotas,
and she has published widely in this area.

Coffee Break Speakers
Jason Kiernan,

Fiona Buckley,

Social Media Manager,
Houses of the Oireachtas

Department of Government and Politics,
University College Cork

Jason Kiernan is the Social Media Manager
for the Houses of the Oireachtas (Irish
Parliament). He manages the Social Media
Team and is responsible for the curation of all
content on the official social media platforms.
In June of 2018, Jason and the Social Media
Team won a Social Media Award (or Sockie18)
for ‘Best Facebook for a State Organisation’.
Jason has championed the use of Facebook
and Twitter LIVE at a very early stage and was
responsible for the Irish Parliament being one
of the first parliaments to utilise the LIVE
streaming feature within the platforms. The
use of the LIVE streaming feature has helped
the Irish Parliament to truly engage with a new
global audience, including Irish people
abroad.

Fiona Buckley is a lecturer in the Department
of Government and Politics, University College
Cork (UCC), specialising in gender politics. She
is a graduate of Queen’s University Belfast
(QUB), being conferred with a Phd in Political
Science in 2016. Her research is largely
focused on women in politics, in
particular gender quotas, women’s
candidate emergence, and women,
gender and cabinet government.

Jason’s career spans over 20 years and he has
worked in the civil service, the manufacturing
industry and as an ICT Trainer.

Fiona’s work has been published in a
number of leading political science journals
and books, and she is co-editor of Electoral
Management: Institutions and Practices in an
Established Democracy (Routledge, 2017),
Politics and Gender in Ireland: The Quest for
Political Agency (Routledge, 2015) and The
Road to 5050: Gender Quotas for Ireland
(2012). Fiona’s work has been cited in
parliamentary debates in Ireland and Canada.
She has appeared before parliamentary
committees in hearings on the electoral
system and women in politics; addressed
meetings of political parties, both at
parliamentary and national conference level;
and acted as State expert witness in the
January 2016 High Court constitutional
challenge to gender quotas in Ireland.

Melanie Lynch,
Founder and Director of Herstory

Melanie Lynch is an award-winning creative
and social entrepreneur with a passion for
justice, equality and storytelling. In 2016,
Melanie launched the Irish Herstory
movement to tell the stories of historical,
contemporary and mythological women.
Since then, she has developed a programme
featuring the Annual International Herstory
Light Festival, the Herstory TV Series, a
women’s exhibition for the Irish embassy
network, a salon event series for universities
and a schools education programme.
When the Christmas lights are switched off on
the 4-7 January 2019, Ireland invites the world
to join us for the International Herstory Light
Festival, a celebration of women and equality.
Herstory is harnessing the alchemical power
of light, to spotlight inequality, highlight
women’s stories and create visions for a World
of Equals. The inaugural festival went viral in
January 2017, with castles, museums,
libraries, theatres and offices illuminating in
celebration of 198 women across the island of
Ireland. In 2018 the Herstory Light Festival
generated 26 million Twitter impressions,
going international with participation in the
USA, UK, Spain, Sweden, France, Lithuania,
Slovenia and Poland.
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