PQ Ref: 53418/26
To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education; Research; Innovation and Science to provide details of all grant schemes currently available through his Department, for which individuals or community groups are eligible to apply; the purpose of each grant scheme; the eligibility criteria; the application process; the opening and closing dates for application; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
	DFHERIS Grant Support Schemes and Eligibility Criteria 2026

	Scheme
	Eligibility Criteria & Purpose
	Application Process
	Opening Date for Applications (2026)
	Closing Date for Applications (2026)

	Student Grant Scheme
	The Statutory based Student Grant Scheme provides grant assistance and is awarded to eligible students attending an approved full-time course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. Students who meet the residency requirement in an EU Member State, the EEA or Switzerland that satisfy the nationality requirements may be eligible for a fee grant only.

	The Student Grant Scheme Regulations for Specified Undergraduate Courses is an annual scheme and are administered by SUSI (Student Universal Grant Ireland) and are currently open for applications. 

An Eligibility Indicator on SUSI's website www.susi.ie provides an approximate indication of the possible eligibility for grant funding under both schemes based on the information that is provided in response to the questions asked. 


	See link
	See link

	Part-Time Fee Scheme
	The Part-Time Fee Scheme and Regulations for Specified Undergraduate Courses was introduced for the first time from September 2024 to provide fee support to eligible part-time students attending specified publicly funded undergraduate courses leading to a major award. Its aim is to provide additional flexibility in respect of course provision to students who are socio-economically disadvantaged. This initiative has opened access to higher education to many underrepresented groups who cannot participate in full-time programmes.

	The Part-Time Fee Scheme and Regulations for Specified Undergraduate Courses is an annual scheme and is administered by SUSI (Student Universal Grant Ireland) and are currently open for applications. 

An Eligibility Indicator on SUSI's website www.susi.ie provides an approximate indication of the possible eligibility for grant funding under both schemes based on the information that is provided in response to the questions asked. 


	See link
	See link

	The Beneficiaries of Temporary Permission (Ukrainian Students) Stipend Scheme
	 This scheme applies in relation to the provision of maintenance supports for eligible students attending approved higher education full-time courses in 2026/27 academic year
	 Full details on the scheme and application process are available here: Supports to Beneficiaries of Temporary Protection (BoTP) for Academic Year 2026/2027
	 See link
	 See link

	REACH Fund
	 Reach Funding delivers funding to improve access and supports for educationally disadvantaged learners who participate in community education initiatives across Ireland.
	 This Fund is administered by SOLAS and ETBs. Full details are available here: Solas | Reach Fund
	 See link 
	 See link

	Collaboration and Innovation Fund
	 The purpose of this Fund is to support a more inclusive and equal society by awarding collaborative and innovative projects that support adults with unmet literacy, numeracy and digital literacy needs.
	 This Fund is administered by SOLAS and Adult Literacy for Life (ALL). Full details are available here: Solas | Learning Works | Collaboration and Innovation Fund 2026 Launched to support adults with unmet literacy needs
	 See link
	Applications for this Fund closed on 22nd January 2026.

	Student Assistance Fund (SAF)
	The HEA allocates SAF funding to higher education institutions on behalf of DFHERIS. SAF is allocated to HEIs and has a dual focus: supporting students from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds with ongoing financial support needs and providing emergency financial assistance for other students. Eligible students must be registered on higher education courses of not less than one year leading to an NFQ level 6–10 higher education award. PhD students are eligible during the first four years, with later years considered case by case. Springboard+/HCI, blended/distance learning, and eligible tertiary-programme students may apply subject to the criteria. International/non-EU fee-paying students are not eligible; students do not have to receive a SUSI grant to be eligible. A list of higher education institutions currently funded under the SAF is provided in Appendix 2 of the guidelines. 
	Students should first engage with the Access Office / relevant student support service in their institution. The institution administers the SAF locally, assesses student applications confidentially, and applies the guideline criteria when allocating funds provided by the HEA.
	Guidelines for 2026/27 will be published in the coming months. Opening and closing dates for the funding is set by each individual HEI. Funding is allocated and paid to HEIs in October and November each year. 
	Guidelines for 2026/27 will be published in the coming months. Opening and closing dates for the funding is set by each individual HEI.

	Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) — Ireland
	The FSD provides resources to HEIs for services and supports for eligible students with disabilities on full-time and part-time courses. To be eligible for support under FSD, a student must have a verifiable disability, meet nationality and residency criteria, be on an approved full-time or part-time course, and have a verified need for specific supports to enable participation. A list of approved HEIs is provided in Appendix 3 of the guidelines. It should be noted that the funding is not allocated to the individual student.
	HEIs complete a needs assessment with the student before requesting supports or services. Disability support staff determine appropriate supports, and FSD funding may be used for eligible supports such as assistive technology, non-medical helpers, academic/learning support, supports for students who are deaf or hard of hearing, and transport support. HEIs must submit the Resource Allocation Return to the HEA. The fund is paid to HEIs to manage supports for students rather than directly to students.
	Guidelines for 2026/27 will be published in the coming months. 
	Guidelines for 2026/27 will be published in the coming months.

	Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) — UK / EEA / Switzerland
	The FSD allocates funding to HEIs for services and supports for full-time Irish students with disabilities studying in publicly funded institutions in EEA member states, the United Kingdom and Switzerland, as well as eligible students in Northern Ireland. To be eligible, a student must have a verifiable disability, meet nationality and residency criteria, be on an approved full-time undergraduate course in a publicly funded institution, or a full-time undergraduate/postgraduate course in Northern Ireland, and have a verified need for specific supports.
	Institutions request application forms and collated returns from the HEA by emailing fsd@hea.ie. Applications are submitted by the institution on the standard form with required medical evidence and the institutional return. HEIs complete a needs assessment with the student before requesting supports.
	Guidelines for 2026/27 will be published in the coming months and circulated to HEIs thereafter. 
	Guidelines for 2026/27 will be published in the coming months. There are 2 closing dates for Institutions to submit applications to the HEA - the end of October and the end of November.

	Government of Ireland International Education Scholarships
	 https://hea.ie/policy/internationalisation/goi-ies/
	 Potential applicants should read the call documentation carefully to ascertain whether they are eligible to apply. Applications must be submitted via the 2026 GOI-IES online application portal, which can be accessed by clicking on “Apply here” at the top of this page. A maximum of one application per candidate may be submitted in the 2026 cycle of the GOI-IES programme. All applications require two references to be uploaded by the applicants via the online portal. It is recommended that candidates submit their applications well before the deadline, to avoid technical issues due to heavy server traffic on the respective day. Applications cannot be submitted once the deadline has passed. No alterations can be made to an application once it has been submitted.
	 29 January 2026
	 12 March 2026

	PATH 2 1916 Bursary
	The PATH 2 1916 Bursary Fund is designed to encourage participation and success in higher education by students who are the most socioeconomically disadvantaged and who are from communities significantly underrepresented in higher education in accordance with the National Access Plan 2022-2028 and the eligibility criteria set out in the 1916 Bursary Guidelines see https://1916bursary.ie/ 
	 The 1916 Bursary provides direct financial support to students with 600 bursaries awarded per year with the support of co-funding from the European Social Fund (ESF+). The HEA allocates funding in support of the 1916 Bursary to higher education institutions on behalf of DFHERIS, with the application and assessment process managed by SUSI. 
	To be confirmed exact date in September 2026
	To be confirmed exact date in October 2026

	Access to Apprenticeship programme bursary
	The Access to Apprenticeship Initiative supports the transition of young people (16-24 years old) from disadvantaged backgrounds into an apprenticeship scheme. Learners who participate in an Access to Apprenticeship programme are eligible to apply to the SOLAS for a €3,000 bursary. The bursary provides financial support of up to €3,000 to eligible learners to support living costs including travel, accommodation and materials.
	Applications are made via form made available on the website of participating Technological Universities. Further information is available here: https://apprenticeship.ie/news-events/news/access-and-inclusion-bursary
	Varies by Technological University.
	Varies by Technological University.

	Traveller Apprenticeship Incentivisation Programme bursary
	The Traveller Apprenticeship Incentivisation Programme (TAIP) provides financial and practical support to members of the Travelling Community to help them access, start and complete apprenticeships. The programme offers bursaries to both apprentices and their employers. The programme is structured across three streams: 
Stream 1 - €3,000 bursary each for Travellers who are employed as new apprentices and €2,000 incentive payment each for their employers.   
Stream 2 - €3,000 bursary each for existing Traveller apprentices.  
Stream 3 - €3,000 bursary each for Travellers to access pre-apprenticeship courses. 


	Applications are made by contacting the designated members of the programme’s staff. Further information is available here:  TAIP Webpage
	Applications can be made year-round.
	Applications can be made year-round.



