Oral PQ Supplementary Material
44492/26
Contents
Question 1 – How does the Arts Council support regional and local arts centres?	2
Question 2 – Does your department provide capital funding to build regional and local arts centres?	2
Question 3 – Can you provide details of the new arts capital scheme announced in Budget 2026?	3
* Supplementary material should be concise, to the point and no more than two pages in length and set out in a speaking note format i.e. Q&A format. 
**Any additional briefing material should follow the same format and be no more than two pages long.
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· The Arts Council provides financial assistance to arts centres primarily through annual funding programmes, such as the Arts Centre Partnership Funding scheme. This funding supports operational costs, programming, and development initiatives. 
· In 2026 a total of €10.46m was provided to 50 arts centres by the Arts Council on behalf of the state.
·  Local authorities also provide annual funding to arts centres, and this funding relationship is extremely important as witnessed by the €12.7 million investment in 2024 as a partner stakeholder into the portfolio of centres also funded by the Arts Council. 
· Since 2023 the Arts Council has been operating a strategic roll out of 3-year Multi-annual Funding for qualifying arts centres which now covers 20 regional centres to a combined total of €5.25m, representing 40% of its portfolio of funded arts centres. This pilot is being reviewed and early results found it greatly assists art centres in their continued development and growth.
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· Proposals for the development of new regional and local arts centres are a matter in the first instance for the local authority rather than the Department.
· There is a broad range of dedicated, purpose-built arts and culture facilities throughout the country in need of investment and the Department has provided funding aimed at ensuring the preservation of these facilities.
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· A new €6m arts capital scheme is currently being developed as a result of Budget 2026. This will fund arts capital projects across the country in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government.
· This will see much needed capital supports for communities, including funding essential equipment for organisations such as amateur drama groups and musical societies.
· The Department is currently designing the specifications of the scheme, including the setting of eligibility criteria.
· Subject to the appropriate sanctions being received from the Department of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation it is hoped this scheme will be launched in the coming weeks.
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