	Date of Establishment
  
	Name 
	Purpose of the Working Group 
	Frequency of Meetings
  

	2026 
	Working Group for the Periodic Critical Review of the Valuation Tribunal 
	A group for the oversight of the periodic critical review process and preparation of the report resulting from the review
	As Required 

	2026 
	Derelict Sites Working Group 
	A group to review of the effectiveness of existing derelict site legislation and assist in development of new derelict site activation measures
	Monthly 

	2025
	 
MAP Working Group 1
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP Working Group 2
	Under the Ministerial Action Plan on Planning Resources, Working Group 1 was set up to focus on Education:
(i) Increase up-take of undergraduate and postgraduate places on accredited planning courses in Ireland
(ii) Increase number of student places available on accredited undergraduate and postgraduate planning courses and explore potential for new planning courses, 
(iii) Develop new education pathways towards professional planning careers that include opportunities to train to a level equivalent to universities over time e.g. through apprenticeship and micro-credentials models
 
Under the Ministerial Action Plan on Planning Resources, Working Group 2 was set up to focus on
National Recruitment:
(i) Introduce a coordinated graduate planner recruitment campaign(s) for the local government and public sectors. The campaign(s) should include a mentoring and support programme that is specific to graduate planner posts and a specific training programme to assist graduates develop the necessary skills needed to advance their career                   
(ii) Design and action a focused and targeted programme to support the restart of planning careers in the public sector and address barriers to re-entry. The campaign should seek to reintegrate professionals in a full time or part-time capacity and provide mentoring and training to support re-entry
	Quarterly
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quarterly 

	  
	 
 
MAP Working Group 3
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP Working Group 4
	Under the Ministerial Action Plan on Planning Resources, Working Group 3 was set up to focus on International Recruitment:
(i) implement a focused programme targeting graduate planners and related professionals who have completed their education in Ireland, and are abroad, to encourage and support their return                                      
(ii) implement a focused and effective relocation scheme to encourage and support the return of experienced planners who have completed their education in Ireland, and are abroad
(iii) Run an impactful and targeted recruitment campaign in the UK and European Economic Area to attract professional planners to Ireland
(iv) Ensure the addition of the profession of planner to the Critical Skills Occupation List
 
Under the Ministerial Action Plan on Planning Resources, Working Group 4 was set up to focus on System Review:
(i) Undertake a review of the qualifications requirements for planning posts within the Local Government sector to ensure that the requirements are suitable and that the sector can attract as wide a pool of talent as possible and report with recommendations for improvement.                                  
(ii) Examine current recruitment methods for professional planners and related professionals within local government and public sector organisations and report with recommendations for improvement.                                    (iii) Identify opportunities to enhance retention of professional planners and related professionals within local government and public sector organisations                       
(iv) Undertake a comprehensive and strategic analysis of the longer-term requirement for professional planners and related professionals, based on the current age profile of professionals within the system 
	Quarterly
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quarterly 

	  
	MAP Working Group 5 
	Under the Ministerial Action Plan on Planning Resources, Working Group 5 was set up to focus on Innovation & Efficiency:                   
(i) Identify opportunities for innovation and efficiency and report with recommendations for action
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Heritage Ireland 2030 - Historic Environment Data Working Group 
	A group to improve historic environment data management in the public sector
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Local Authority Ecologists Forum 
	A forum for local authority staff working on ecology and nature conservation issues, particularly in relation to the integration of nature protection into plans and planning applications.
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Interdepartmental Hen Harrier Threat Response Group 
	A working group to monitor the implementation of the Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan
	Biannually 

	2025 
	Interdepartmental Working Groups on Land, Sea, and Cities & Towns 
	Three working groups established to inform the development of the National Restoration Plan under the EU Nature Restoration Regulation 
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Asian Hornet Management Group (AHMG) 
	A group to oversee the discovery and removal of Asian Hornet nests in Cork and develop a protocol for any potential future presence of Asian Hornet in Ireland. 
	As Required 

	2025
	Advisory Steering Group for Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Rent Limit Review 
	An Advisory Steering Group to provide expertise, information, and advise on amendments to existing HAP policy to ensure that all required viewpoints are incorporated into final output 
	As Required 

	2025 
	Homeless Capital Scheme Working Group 
	A group to develop a capital scheme for the provision of homeless emergency and transitional accommodation
	Monthly 

	2025 
	Review of the County and City Management Association (CCMA) 2022 Code of Practice – Approved Housing Body Allocation Process 
	A group to oversee an update the Code of Practice for local authority nominations to Approved Housing Bodies 
	Monthly 

	2025 
	Housing Policy for Older People Working Group 
	A working group which includes representatives from the Housing Agency, the County and City Managers Association and Age Friendly Ireland to consider implementation of the actions regarding housing for older people in Delivering Homes, Building Communities 2025-2030
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and Disabled People Application Process Working Group 
	A working group, including representatives from the Disabled Persons Organisations (DPOs), local authorities and other stakeholders, to consider improvements to the grant application process 
	As Required 

	2025 
	Ireland at MIPIM 2026 Joint Working Group 
	A working group to coordinate the delivery of Ireland at MIPIM (Marché International des Professionnels de l'immobilier) 2026 taking place in Cannes, France in March 2026 
	Weekly 

	2025 
	Public Housing Delivery using Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) 
	A group to work in partnership across public housing delivery bodies towards a standardised approach to dwelling types, components and delivery with reference to the Housing for All Priority Action 13.2 Roadmap for increased adoption of Modern Methods of Construction in Public Housing Delivery
	Monthly 

	2025 
	Housing Activation Delivery Group 
	A group to oversee and support the work of the Housing Activation Office
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Housing Activation Industry Group 
	A group to provide a structured forum for regular engagement with industry representative bodies on infrastructure coordination and housing activation
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	Working Group to Review Qualifications for Planning Posts in the Local Government Sector 
	A group to review qualifications for planning posts in the Local Government Sector 
	As Required 

	2025 
	Local Authority Working Group on Plans
	A group is to consider issues regarding the commencement and implementation of Part 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2024
	As Required

	2025 
	Training Engagement Working Group
	A group to consider issues regarding all aspects of training and engagement required in respect of the implementation of the Planning and Development Act and to report to the Oversight Group 
	As Required

	2025 
	Local Authority Working Group on Regulations 
	A group to assist in updating and reviewing the planning regulations by providing experience and insight into the practical application of the current planning regulations 
	Bi-monthly 

	2025
	Ministerial Action Plan (MAP) on Planning Resources
Steering Group
	Recognising the need for a sector-wide approach and response in relation to planning resources, my Department established a Steering Group in April 2024 to coordinate and oversee the development of the Draft Ministerial Action Plan on Planning Resources
 
The working groups below report to the Steering Group
	Quarterly

	2025
	Planning Enforcement (Peatlands and Quarries) National Steering Group 
	A group to coordinate and support local authorities in the enforcement of planning legislation on unauthorised peat extraction and quarry sites, ensuring effective, consistent and properly resourced enforcement action across all identified sites
	Quarterly

	2025 
	National Planning Statement Short-term letting Working Group 
	A group to assist with the development of the National Planning Statement (NPS) on short-term letting
	Quarterly

	2025 
	Sub-Group of Water Policy Advisory Committee: Catchment Management Work Plan Review Working Group
	A group to review data to progress development of Catchment Management Work Plans and to examine blockages such as data-sharing among implementation bodies 
	Monthly 

	2025 
	National Shellfish Waters Expert Group 
	A group to support the development of policy to provide protection in shellfish waters 
	3/4 Meetings Per Annum 

	2025 
	Sub-group of National Co-ordination Management Committee: Fourth Cycle Programme of Measures Working Group 
	A group to assist the National Coordination Management Committee in the development of the Programme of Measures for the Water Action Plan 2028-2033 
	Monthly 

	2025 
	National Drinking Water Expert group 
	A group to facilitate the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive
	3 Meetings Per Annum 

	2025 
	Drinking Water Monitoring  Sub-Group 
	A group to facilitate the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive
	4 Meetings Per Annum 

	2025 
	Risk Assessment – Domestic Distribution Systems Sub-Group
	A group to facilitate the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive 
	4 Meetings Per Annum 

	2025 
	Materials & Substances in Contact with Water Sub-Group
	A group to facilitate the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive 
	As Required 

	2025 
	Leakage Sub-Group 
	A group to facilitate the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive 
	5 Meetings Per Annum 

	2025 
	Food Business Operators (FBOs) Exemptions Sub-Group
	A group to facilitate the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive 
	5 Meetings Per Annum 

	2025 
	National Water Conservation Working Group 
	A group to discuss issues relating to water conservation and water resilience strategy 
	Quarterly 

	2025 
	 
Water Services Transformation – Pension Sub Group 
	Representatives from local authorities, the Water Services Transition Office and my Department meet to discuss Central Management Charge (CMC) pension stranded costs as they relate to the water sector transformation programme 
	 
Monthly 

	2024 
	Building Control Management System (BCMS) Enhancements Working Group 
	A multi-agency workgroup focusing on identifying, prioritising and progressing data enhancements to the Building Control Management System
	 
Weekly 

	2024 
	Narrow Water Bridge Oversight Board 
	A group to oversee and monitor the Shared Island-funded and Louth County Council-led  Narrow Water Bridge construction project 
	Three Meetings Per Annum

	2024
	Tóchar Midlands Wetland Restoration 
	Project oversight for the Tóchar Midlands Wetland Restoration project 
	Monthly 

	2024 
	Interdepartmental Biodiversity Working Group
	A working group to provide the mechanism for a whole-of-government approach to monitoring and reporting progress in the implementation of the 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan
	Biannually 

	2024 
	Working Group to Consider Local Authority Cost Rental and Borrowing 
	A group to examine risks to local authorities in undertaking cost rental and local authority borrowing
	As Required 

	2024 
	Affordable Housing Communications Working Group 
	A group to coordinate issues around the communication of affordable housing schemes and knowledge between participants
	Bi-monthly 

	2024 
	Defective Concrete Blocks Enhanced Scheme Implementation Steering Group 
	A group to keep the regulations, guidelines and operation of the scheme under review
	Every Six Weeks 

	2024 
	Working Group for the Periodic Critical Review of the Residential Tenancies Board 
	A group for the oversight of the periodic critical review process and preparation of the report resulting from the review 
	As Required 

	2024 
	Working Group for the Periodic Critical Review of the Office of the Planning Regulator 
	A group for the oversight of the periodic critical review process and preparation of the report resulting from the review 
	As Required 

	2024 
	Climate and Flood Risk Planning Working Group 
	A group to supplement the s.28 Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines
	As Required 

	2024 
	Planning and Development Act 2024 Oversight Group
	A group is to oversee the implementation of the Planning and Development Act 2024 
	As Required

	2024 
	Hydromorphology Expert Group 
	A group to facilitate the implementation of Water Framework Directive (WFD) objectives relating to the control of hydromorphological pressures [Article 11(3)(i)]
	As Required 

	2024 
	National Urban Wastewater Expert Group 
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive 
	As Required 

	2024 
	Extended Producer Responsibility Sub-Group 
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive
	As Required 

	2024 
	Energy Neutrality Sub-Group 
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive
	As Required 

	2024 
	Health Surveillance Sub-Group 
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive
	As Required 

	2024 
	Integrated Urban Wastewater Management Plan Sub-Group
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive 
	As Required 

	2024 
	Risk Assessment Sub-Group 
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive
	As Required 

	2024 
	Extended Producer Responsibility Stakeholder Forum 
	A group to assist with the transposition of the recast Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive
	As Required 

	2024 
	National Urban Nature-Based Solutions Strategy Committee 
	A committee to assist with the implementation of the National Urban Nature-based Solutions Strategy
	As Required 

	2024 
	Nitrates Expert Group 
	A group to consider and make recommendations on measures to protect water quality from nutrients arising from agriculture, in the development of the Nitrates Action Programmes
	As Required 

	2024 
	Developer Provided Infrastructure Steering Group 
	A group to oversee, at a national level, progress of the resolution of Developer Provided Infrastructure 
	Quarterly 

	2024 
	Design, Build and Operate Working Group 
	A group to oversee the review of the Design, Build and Operate process model for Group Water Schemes
	Monthly 

	2023 
	Shared Island Initiative Peatland Programme (SIIPP) Working Group
	A group to oversee and coordinate Shared Island-funded peatland restoration being carried out by partner organisations in Ireland, Northern Ireland and Scotland.
	Monthly

	2023 
	 
Fire Safety Research Group 
	A group to develop and monitor a research project programme to support the technical advancement of Part B (Fire Safety) of the Second Schedule to the Building Regulations and Technical Guidance Document B
	3/4 Meetings Per Annum 

	2023 
	Inter-Departmental Steering Group on Coastal Change Management 
	A group tasked with developing a strategic framework for long-term, evidence-based decision-making in respect of managing coastal change
	As Required 

	2023 
	Project Tracking Group 
	A group to give a view of the Uisce Éireann project pipeline and the lifecycle stage of projects, to stake holders in order to plan for their roles in the Public Spending Code process. The group is chaired by my Department and includes Uisce Éireann, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities, and other relevant stakeholders
	Quarterly 

	2023
	Water Services Transformation – Legacy Issues Group
	Representatives from local authorities, the Water Services Transition Office and my Department meet to discuss legacy issues that arise as part of the water sector transformation programme
	Monthly

	2022 
	Stakeholder Working Group for the Review of Local Authority Strategic Policy Committees 
	To oversee, advise and guide an independent review of local authority Strategic Policy Committees
	As Required 

	2022 
	Heritage Ireland 2030 National Steering Committee 
	To committee to provide high-level oversight and support for implementation of Heritage Ireland 2030
	Biannually 

	2022[1] 
	Interdepartmental Group on Local Government 
	A group to enhance engagement and build understanding between central and local government through the development of common frameworks
	Quarterly 

	2022 
	Destination Earth National Group 
	A group to support Ireland’s engagement with Destination Earth, the European Commission’s flagship initiative under the Digital Europe Programme to develop a precision digital model of the Earth, enabling more sustainable development and supporting European emergency management and environmental policies
	Annually 

	2022 
	National Framework for Climate Services Steering Committee 
	A committee to inform and steer the National Framework for Climate Services (NFCS)
	Biannually 

	2021
	Wild Atlantic Nature LIFE Integrated Project - Project Management Group
	Overarching project governance group
	Quarterly

	2021
	Wild Atlantic Nature LIFE Integrated Project - Project Advisory Group
	A group to discuss land use, agriculture and rural affairs relevant to the project
	Annually

	2021
	Corncrake LIFE Project Steering Group
	Project oversight of, and input into, the delivery of the Corncrake LIFE project
	Quarterly

	2021 
	Working Group on Actions Involving Local Authorities in Response to the Final Report on the Commission of Investigation (Mother and Baby Homes and Certain Related Matters)
	A group to progress actions from the report relating to local authorities 
	 
As Required 

	2021 
	Housing for All, Transport Orientated Development Working Group 
	A group to consider opportunities for Transport Orientated Development (TOD) in major urban centres 
	As Required 

	2019 
	Project Díon Project Board 
	A high-level oversight group for Housing ICT project
	Quarterly 

	2019 
	National Appropriate Assessment Forum 
	The Appropriate Assessment Forum brings together the Government Departments, public authorities and agencies which play a key role in implementing the Nature Directives – the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC), in Ireland.  
	Biannually 

	2019 
	Code of Governance Advisory Group
	A group to oversee the development and implementation of the Local Government Code of Governance 
	Quarterly

	2018 
	Rural Water Working Group 
	A group to advise on rural water national policy formulation
	Quarterly 

	2017 
	Rental Standards Working Group 
	A group to ensure that a stock of high quality accommodation is available for those who live in the private rented sector
	6 Meetings Per Annum 

	2017 
	Joint Research Programme on Housing Economics and Spatial Planning
Steering Committee 
	Provides high-level oversight and governance of the joint research programme 
	Quarterly 

	2017 
	National Co-ordination Management Committee 
	A committee to ensure the effective oversight, management and delivery of River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs)
	Quarterly 

	2016 
	Rates Implementation Group 
	An advisory and discussion forum for consultation on local authority rates administration and policy matters for the sector and my Department
	As Required 

	2014 
	Water Policy Advisory Committee 
	A committee to provide policy advice and assistance on the implementation of the Water Framework Directive and water resource issues,  and provide advice on making of river basin management plans including associated programme of measures 
	Quarterly 

	Ongoing 
	NPWS – Coillte Higher Level Working Group 
	Working Group established to further the objectives of the Coillte —National Parks and Wildlife Service Memorandum of Understanding 
	Quarterly 

	Ongoing[2] 
	General Accounts Working Group 
	Advisory group consisting of local authority sector and department representatives; to advise and agree standardised accounting policies for the local authority sector
	5 Meetings Per Annum 

	Ongoing 
	National Bathing Water Expert Group 
	A group to assist with the implementation of the Bathing Water Quality Directive
	Twice Per Annum 



