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Phased Dispensing and Monitored Dosage Systems: Key Clarifications
Phased dispensing and the supply of medicines in Monitored Dosage Systems (blisterpacks)
are separate and distinct services, although some patients may benefit from both.

Phased Dispensing:
e Medicines are supplied in scheduled instalments of smaller quantities (e.g.
daily/weekly) to promote safe use and regular review.
e As previously notified, the planned changes to claiming for phased dispensing have
been paused until the end of Q1 2026.

Monitored Dosage Systems (MDS):
e Medicines are organised into trays or blister packs to help patients take the correct
dose at the correct time. This is one of the ways pharmacists support adherence to
prescribed medicines.

e It is important to note that the provision of medicines in MDS (blister packs) is not
reimbursed by the State. This has always been, and will remain, a private service, with
fees set by individual pharmacies on a proportionate basis.

PCRS Phased Dispensing List
The PCRS Phased Dispensing List, which will take effect at the end of Q1 2026, has recently
been updated to include Clonazepam based on feedback from IPU members.

Visit the PCRS website under 'Services for pharmacists only' or the IPU website to review the
full list of medications that will be available for reimbursement under phased dispensing once
the change takes effect.




