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[bookmark: _Toc219476834]Question 1 - Does your Department provide capital funding to build local arts venues or buy property?
· Proposals for the development of new local arts venues are a matter in the first instance for the local authority rather than the Department. 

· There is a broad range of dedicated, purpose-built arts and culture facilities throughout the country. 

· The Department provides capital funding to these venues through grant schemes from time to time. 

· The focus of the grant funding is mainly for the upgrading and enhancement of this existing stock of arts and culture facilities

· The Department does not provide funding for the purchase of buildings or property. 

[bookmark: _Toc219476835]Question 2 – Why did your Department not fund the purchase of the Complex site? 
· Officials from my Department met with the Chair of The Complex and other members of the team in December 2024 and advised them the Department does not provide funding for the purchase of buildings.  
· Further communication in June 2025 reiterated that position. No funding was sought at that time from my Department for the purchase of the building by the Complex.
· Reference was instead made to supporting any refurbishment required and the Complex were advised that this would require a chargeable title to be in place.  
· More recently, the Complex kept the Department updated of the evolving situation with their tenancy and I am aware that they were in close contact with Dublin City Council during this time.  
· I regret that a solution could not be found with the developer to keep them in their building and I understand the Council are now supporting them in sourcing alternative accommodation. 

[bookmark: _Toc219476836]Question 3 – How can you help now?
· My Department is engaged with Dublin City Council on the potential transfer of part of the site of the Digital Hub in the Liberties area of Dublin to the local authority. 
· I have requested that DCC consider whether any of the activities which were conducted at the Complex arts centre could in time be facilitated in the Digital Hub complex. 
· The Department can work with the City Council on any proposals including consideration of whether any of the Department’s funding schemes could be of assistance in this regard.
· This will see much needed capital supports for communities, including funding essential equipment for organisations such as amateur drama groups and musical societies.

[bookmark: _Toc219476837]Question 4 - Can you provide details of the new arts capital scheme announced in Budget 2026?
· There will be a new €6m arts capital scheme developed as a result of Budget 2026.  This will fund arts capital projects across the country in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government. 
· This will see much needed capital supports for communities, including funding essential equipment for organisations such as amateur drama groups and musical societies.
· My Department is currently designing the specifications of the scheme, including the setting of eligibility criteria. 

· This will need the approval of the Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation before it is formally launched.

[bookmark: _Toc219476838]Question 5 – What funding is available for Artists Workspaces?
· The Department has allocated €3m in funding for the Dublin City Council area called Space to Create.

· This is an initiative that aims to provide up to sixty artist workspaces in Dublin City.

· These projects are currently being progressed at a number of identified sites in partnership with Dublin City Council. 

· For other local authorities, a €6 million pilot Artist Workspaces Scheme was launched in June 2024. 

· Local authorities are invited to propose projects which can accommodate and address the demand for artist workspaces in their regions and produce workspaces that are fit for purpose, design focused and accessible. 

· Each local authority can apply for up to €150,000 or €300,000 for Artist Workspaces under the scheme, with the higher rate available to the specified larger urban centres.

· In December 2025, I announced €987,498 to five Local Authorities for the development of up to 22 artist workspaces.

· This brings the total awarded under this scheme to date at €1,208,854.

[bookmark: _Toc219476839]Question 6 - What other funding is available?
· Annual support for arts and culture centres, including programming and revenue supports, is provided by the Arts Council. My Department focuses on providing capital grant funding to assist development and to maintain these arts and cultural facilities.

· ‘Stream E’ of the Cultural Capital Scheme was launched in June 2023 provides  grants of up to €50,000 are available to not-for-profit arts and cultural organisations. This is a rolling scheme that is demand led i.e. there is no closing date and will remain open until the fund is exhausted.

[bookmark: _Toc214206761][bookmark: _Toc219476840]Question 7 - Can you provide details of the new arts capital scheme announced in Budget 2026?
· There will be a new €6m arts capital scheme developed as a result of Budget 2026.  This will fund arts capital projects across the country in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government. 
· This will see much needed capital supports for communities, including funding essential equipment for organisations such as amateur drama groups and musical societies.
· My Department is currently designing the specifications of the scheme, including the setting of eligibility criteria. 

· This will need the approval of the Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation before it is formally launched.

[bookmark: _Toc219476841][bookmark: _Hlk214043676]Question 8 – What funding has the Arts Council given to the Complex?  

· I understand that the Complex was granted €117,000 by the Arts Council in arts grant funding in 2025.

· There were also four recipients of Arts Centres funding in the Dublin City Council Area in 2025 receiving a total of €1.526 million
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