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1. Which Taighde Éireann - Research Ireland Programmes are working to strengthen Ireland’s research and innovation ecosystem?
Taighde Éireann will continue to enable greater capacity to drive solutions to national and global challenges including the green and digital agendas, competitiveness and innovation. 
In February this year, the Research Ireland Industry RD&I Fellowship (IRDIF) provided €2.5 million in co-funding for 28 fellowships in 22 companies, giving academic researchers the opportunity to spend time in industry. 
€98m investment co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European Union under two European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) has delivered three new Research Ireland Accelerating Research Commercialisation (ARC) Hubs – the ARC Hub for Therapeutics (led by TCD), the ARC Hub for ICT (led by TUD) and the ARC Hub for HealthTech (led by University of Galway), are supported by Programmes - the Southern, Eastern and Midland Regional Programme 2021-2027 and the Northern and Western Regional Programme 2021-2027. 
The ARC Hubs drive regional development by accelerating novel, cutting-edge research, towards commercial impact readiness, in areas aligned with Ireland’s Smart Specialisation Strategy for Innovation 2022-2027 (S3) and respective regional strategic priorities. 
Funded by the EU’s Recovery and Resilience Facility, established under the government’s National Recovery and Resilience Plan to address Ireland’s drive towards climate neutrality by 2050, Research Ireland’s National Challenge Fund Programme has seen €65M investment since 2022, supporting 96 teams of researchers and innovators to employ interdisciplinary approaches to tackle national and global societal challenges in support of our green transition and digital transformation objectives. 
Research Ireland Centres have played an important role in supporting and developing industry collaboration and co-funding. Working with others in the sector, including Enterprise Ireland, the HEA, and higher education institutions, and through the research programmes it supports, the agency plays a key role in building and maintaining a pipeline of highly skilled and talented individuals who will support local enterprises, continue to attract multinational companies, and drive innovation across all sectors in Ireland. 
In June 2025 I announced €23 million to support 36 projects for early-career researchers, through Research Ireland’s Pathway programme. This investment will support emerging researchers in their journey from postdoctoral work towards establishing themselves as independent investigators. By aligning with Ireland’s national research priorities, these projects will help drive advancements in key sectors such as healthcare, environmental sustainability, history and education. 
In September the Government of Ireland postgraduate scholarship and postdoctoral fellowship programmes call was launched, to support exceptional early-career researchers to pursue cutting-edge research with world-class potential in any discipline. The scheme is a unique facet of the Research Ireland portfolio, facilitating early-career researchers to lead on the development and implementation of their research idea.
The Research Ireland Centres for Research Training (CRTs) are cohort-based PhD programmes that nurture and develop highest-level skills. Taighde Éireann - Research Ireland currently funds six CRTs across the country in the areas of AI, data science, genomics, machine learning, digitally enhanced reality and advanced networks for sustainable societies. CRTs have recruited 777 students to meet the need for a pipeline of highly trained, well-networked research talent in areas of strategic priority for Ireland.




2. How is your department supporting the Action Plan for Competitiveness and Productivity and the Action Plan for Diversification?

The recently published Action Plan for Competitiveness and Productivity clearly recognises the centrality of research and innovation to Ireland's future economic performance. My department and Taighde Éireann – Research Ireland will work with the HEA, the higher education institutions, and with Enterprise Ireland to ensure that the creation and delivery of commercialisation opportunities by researchers in HEIs is valued, incentivised in terms of academic progression, and more fully enabled. 

Under the Action Plan for Diversification, Taighde Éireann - Research Ireland will be working in tandem with the DFHERIS International Attachés in key regions of strategic focus, and developing a strategic approach to collaborative research investment with international partners.  

The agency is currently creating a new Research Ireland International Strategy, with a multi-faceted action plan involving business development and fostering new collaborative partnerships, the promotion of Ireland and Irish research, and deepening engagement within the European Research Area and with the European Centres of Excellence. 
3. Further Detail on Research Ireland Frontiers for the Future 
This programme targets cutting-edge, curiosity-driven research, and empowers individual researchers to progress bold ideas that can lead to groundbreaking discoveries that delivers impact for our society and economy. We are developing a research and innovation system with the capacity to deliver life changing research, improving quality of life and health outcomes for the Irish people.
The 39 funded initiatives span 12 research institutions across the country. Highlights of this year’s funded research include Projects Developing new materials to create longer-lasting, more sustainable batteries as alternatives to current lithium-ion technology, co-funded by SEAI and;
A project designing a biodegradable 3D-printed stent material to help heal spinal fractures caused by osteoporosis and;
A project building computer models that better predict long-term outcomes for babies affected by birth-related oxygen loss 
The 2026 Frontiers for the Future Awards include research with the potential to find breakthroughs to support our climate goals, and to boost Irish competitiveness and innovation. 
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