Note 1: This legislation commenced on 10/02/2021, however the offences were only coded and released on both CCTS (the case management system in use in the District Courts) and PULSE (AGS system) in 2023. Therefore, if prosecutions for those offences were brought before the courts prior to the dates outlined below, they would have been by free-text codes and we cannot report on free-text offences.
	[bookmark: _Hlk214557264]Offence Name
	Relevant Section of Act
	Offence Code released

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
	Section 4(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	June 2023

	Harassment
	Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	February 2023

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
	Section 2(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	February 2023

	Recording, distributing or publishing intimate image without consent
	Section 3(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	February 2023


Note 2: As outlined in reports 7-9, many of the offences under the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020 have been sent forward for trial/sentence from the District Court to a higher court. At this time, the system in use by the Courts Service for those higher courts ("ICMS") is a lotus notes database and cannot produce reports for specific offences. The only reports which are available are by offence category rather than for individual offences and categories of offences can contain multiple offences.
Note 3: There may be ancillary orders made in respect of offences under this Act but these are recorded using a free-text result code on our system and as such we cannot generate a report for those free-text orders.
Courts Service has provided the following statistics:
· Reports 1-6: the number of convictions and the penalties imposed by offence name and by District Court Area for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025 (up to 30/09/2025) including the average sentence length for imprisonments and suspended sentences by offence name for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025 (up to 30/09/2025)
· Reports 7-9: the number of offences that were sent forward for trial/sentence to a higher court by offence name and by District Court Area for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025 (up to 30/09/2025).




Report 1: The number of convictions and the penalties imposed by offence name and by District Court Area for 2023
	
	
	Penalty Imposed
	

	Offence Name
	District Court Area
	Suspended Sentence
	Grand Total

	Harassment
Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	LIMERICK
	1
	1

	Harassment Total
	
	1
	1

	Grand Total
	
	1
	1



Report 2: The average sentence length for imprisonments and suspended sentences by offence name for 2023
	Offence Name
	Imprisonment
	Imprisonment (suspended)

	Harassment
	n/a
	3 months




Report 3: The number of convictions and the penalties imposed by offence name and by District Court Area for 2024
	
	
	Penalty Imposed
	

	Offence Name
	District Court Area
	Fine
	Imprisonment
	Suspended Sentence
	Grand Total

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
Section 2(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	
	
	2
	2

	
	KENMARE
	1
	
	
	1

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image Total
	
	1
	
	2
	3

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
Section 4(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	ATHLONE
	
	1
	
	1

	
	CAVAN
	
	
	1
	1

	
	GOREY
	1
	
	
	1

	
	PORTLAOISE
	
	
	1
	1

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication Total
	
	1
	1
	2
	4

	Harassment
Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	ATHY
	
	1
	
	1

	
	BALLINASLOE
	
	1
	
	1

	
	BRAY
	
	1
	
	1

	
	CARLOW
	
	
	1
	1

	
	CASTLEBAR
	
	
	1
	1

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	1
	
	1
	2

	
	ENNIS
	
	1
	
	1

	
	FERMOY
	
	
	1
	1

	
	KILKENNY
	1
	
	
	1

	
	MALLOW
	1
	
	1
	2

	
	NAAS
	
	1
	
	1

	
	TULLAMORE
	1
	
	
	1

	
	YOUGHAL
	
	
	1
	1

	Harassment Total
	
	4
	5
	6
	15

	Grand Total
	
	6
	6
	10
	22



Report 4: The average sentence length for imprisonments and suspended sentences by offence name for 2024
	Offence Name
	Imprisonment
	Imprisonment (suspended)

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
	n/a
	4.5 months

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
	5 months
	5.5 months

	Harassment
	9 months
	5.7 months






Report 5: The number of convictions and the penalties imposed by offence name and by District Court Area for 2025 (up to 30/09/2025)
	
	
	Penalty Imposed
	

	Offence Name
	District Court Area
	Community Service Order
	Fine
	Imprisonment
	Peace Bond
	Suspended Sentence
	Grand Total

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
Section 2(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	ROSCOMMON
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image Total
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	2

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
Section 4(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	ENNIS
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	MIDLETON
	2
	
	
	
	
	2

	
	MULLINGAR
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	
	PORTLAOISE
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication Total
	
	2
	
	1
	
	2
	5

	Harassment
Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	BRAY
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	
	CAVAN
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	
	CLONMEL
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	
	2
	
	
	2
	4

	
	LIMERICK
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	
	MONAGHAN
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	NEWCASTLE WEST
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	WEXFORD
	
	
	
	
	2
	2

	
	WICKLOW
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Harassment Total
	
	
	2
	2
	2
	8
	14

	Recording, distributing or publishing intimate image without consent
Section 3(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	
	MULLINGAR
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	Recording, distributing or publishing intimate image without consent Total
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	2

	Grand Total
	
	2
	3
	3
	2
	13
	23



Report 6: The average sentence length for imprisonments and suspended sentences by offence name for 2025 (up to 30/09/2025)
	Offence Name
	Imprisonment
	Imprisonment (suspended)

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
	n/a
	6.5 months

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
	10 months
	3.5 months

	Harassment
	8.5 months
	6.4 months

	Recording, distributing or publishing intimate image without consent
	n/a
	5 months













[bookmark: _Hlk214611734]Report 7: The number of offences that were sent forward for trial/sentence from the District Court to a higher court by offence name and by District Court Area for 2023
	Offence Name
	District Court Area
	No. of Offences

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
Section 2(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	LIMERICK
	1

	
	NAAS
	3

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image Total
	
	4

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
Section 4(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	CASTLEREA
	1

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	1

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication Total
	
	2

	Harassment
Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	ATHLONE
	1

	
	BANDON
	1

	
	CASTLEBAR
	1

	
	CAVAN
	1

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	6

	
	FERMOY
	1

	
	GALWAY
	1

	
	KILKENNY
	1

	
	LOUGHREA
	1

	
	MONAGHAN
	1

	
	NENAGH
	1

	
	TRALEE
	1

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	2

	Harassment Total
	
	19

	Grand Total
	
	25





Report 8: The number of offences that were sent forward for trial/sentence from the District Court to a higher court by offence name and by District Court Area for 2024
	Offence Name
	District Court Area
	No. of Offences

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
Section 2(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	6

	
	LONGFORD
	1

	
	TIPPERARY
	2

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	2

	
	WEXFORD
	1

	
	WICKLOW
	4

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image Total
	
	16

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
Section 4(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	1

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	5

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication Total
	
	6

	Harassment
Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	BALLINASLOE
	1

	
	BRAY
	1

	
	CARRICK ON SHANNON
	1

	
	CASTLEBAR
	1

	
	CASTLEREA
	5

	
	CORK CITY
	5

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	17

	
	DUNGARVAN
	1

	
	GOREY
	2

	
	LIMERICK
	2

	
	MALLOW
	1

	
	MEATH
	1

	
	NAAS
	2

	
	ROSCOMMON
	1

	
	SLIGO
	1

	
	TIPPERARY
	1

	
	TULLAMORE
	1

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	1

	
	WICKLOW
	2

	Harassment Total
	
	47

	Grand Total
	
	69





Report 9: The number of offences that were sent forward for trial/sentence from the District Court to a higher court by offence name and by District Court Area for 2025 (up to 30/09/2025)
	Offence Name
	District Court Area
	No. of Offences

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image
Section 2(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	CASTLEBAR
	4

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	3

	
	KILRUSH
	1

	
	MULLINGAR
	1

	
	NENAGH
	1

	
	PORTLAOISE
	2

	
	TULLAMORE
	1

	Distribute or publish/threaten to distribute/publish intimate image Total
	
	13

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication
Section 4(1) and (3) of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	BALLINA
	2

	
	CAVAN
	6

	
	CORK CITY
	1

	
	DROGHEDA
	1

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	1

	
	LETTERKENNY
	1

	
	TULLAMORE
	1

	Distribute, publish, sending threatening/grossly offensive communication Total
	
	13

	Harassment
Section 10(1) and (6) of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, 1997 as amended by Section 10 of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020.
	BRAY
	1

	
	CARLOW
	2

	
	CARRICK ON SHANNON
	1

	
	CAVAN
	2

	
	CORK CITY
	2

	
	DROGHEDA
	2

	
	DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
	5

	
	LETTERKENNY
	12

	
	MALLOW
	1

	
	MEATH
	1

	
	MONAGHAN
	1

	
	PORTLAOISE
	1

	
	TRALEE
	6

	
	WATERFORD CITY
	1

	Harassment Total
	
	38

	Grand Total
	
	64




2

