PQ 55366/25 from Albert Dolan TD is for written answer on 14 October:
“To ask the Minister for Finance if his Department and each body under its aegis discloses expenditure on external consultancy and adviser fees, by category (details supplied) in their annual report and or financial statements for each accounting year; if they provide direct web links to the most recent publications where these Section 1.5 disclosures are set out for his Department and for each aegis body; and if they provide the total consultancy and adviser fees by the Section 1.5 categories for each of the past five years for his Department and for each aegis body, respectively; and the internal controls that are in place to ensure that these category-level disclosures are made annually and that procurement of such services complies with applicable competitive tendering rules, in tabular form.”
Details Supplied:
Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies – Business and Financial Reporting Requirements, Section 1.5 “Consultancy Costs”. https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/business-and-financial-reporting-requirements-d5e0ebd1-d2ed-42a4-901f-5f1f04720240.pdf ; Legal; Tax & financial advisory; Public relations/marketing; Pensions & human resources; Other
Department of Finance
The Department of Finance prepares its annual Appropriation Account in accordance with the Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 1866 (as amended by the Comptroller and Auditor General  (Amendment) Act, 1993) and with accounting rules and procedures laid down by the Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation and as such, disclosures under Section 1.5 of Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies do not apply in the preparation of the Vote 7 Appropriation Account.
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€):
	
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal
	Legal advice relating to the Apple Escrow Fund

23,988

	Legal advice relating to the Apple Escrow Fund
152,237

	
	
	Legal advice relating to the Apple Escrow Fund

106,110

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	Examination of SFT. 

13,630

	
	
	
	

	Public Relations/Marketing
	
	
	
	
	

	Pensions & Human Resources
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	37,618
	152,237
	
	
	106,110



Bodies Under the Aegis
There are a broad range of bodies under the aegis of my department. Due to differing corporate governance structures, the oversight relationship between the Department and each body varies, so an overarching internal control framework of oversight has been developed, to ensure consistency of approach.   
The following information has been provided by the bodies under my department’s remit in response to the Deputy’s question. 
Tax Appeals Commission
The Tax Appeals Commission discloses its expenditure on external consultancy and adviser fees in the Appropriation Accounts for each accounting year. The Appropriation Accounts are published by the Comptroller & Auditor General (C&AG) on an annual basis and can be found on its website at www.audit.gov.ie. Each Appropriation Account also contains a ‘Statement on Internal Financial Control’ signed by the Accounting Officer, which confirms that these disclosures are made annually and that procurement of such services complies with applicable competitive tendering rules. The Tax Appeals Commission confirms that the fees related to all services it has incurred since 2020 were subject to competitive tendering under the applicable competitive tendering rules. 
The following table provides an outline of expenditure (ex VAT) on external consultancy and adviser fees by the Tax Appeals Commission from 2020 to 2024:
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€):
	
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal*
	72,568
	43,910
	80,191
	142,103
	120,207

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	
	
	
	
	

	Public Relations/Marketing
	
	
	
	
	

	Pensions & Human Resources
	
	
	
	
	

	Other**
	32,656
	23,236
	8,738
	28,470
	38,767

	TOTAL
	105,224
	67,146
	88,928
	170,573
	158,975


* The Tax Appeals Commission also checks and confirms that all legal expenses are in compliance with the discounted rates under the legal services contract with the legal services supplier and are value for money. These controls are demonstrated to the Comptroller & Auditor General each year. Legal fees are associated with litigation including judicial reviews of the Tax Appeals Commission’s decisions and determinations and ad hoc legal advice in relation to specialist areas.
** Other includes the provision of internal audit services.
National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA)
The NTMA discloses expenditure on external consultancy and adviser fees by category in their annual financial statements for each accounting year. Direct web links to the most recent publications disclosing this information and those of the preceding years are disclosed on the NTMA website. Internal controls are in place over the annual reporting including, inter alia, controls to ensure compliance with all required disclosures arising from the Code of Practice for the Governance of State bodies.  
The expenditure on external consultancy and advisory fees by category reported below is taken from the disclosure within the Financial Statements for NTMA Administration account as published, and figures are in €000's and VAT inclusive.
 The external consultancy and adviser fees as set out in this table were procured in compliance with applicable competitive tendering rules. In circumstances where services are not competitively tendered, procurement exceptions are put in place, noting that, as set out in the Annual Report, the use of exceptions under the Agency’s Procurement Policy and Procurement Procedure does not amount to non-compliant procurement. 
	Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€000):
	
	

	 
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal
	1,029
	299
	262
	199
	589

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	1,024
	1,130
	2,591
	734
	176

	Public Relations/Marketing
	123
	153
	133
	134
	130

	Pensions & Human Resources
	302
	20
	24
	102
	0

	Other
	1,442
	795
	778
	662
	739

	TOTAL
	3,920
	2,397
	3,788
	1,831
	1,634



Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI)
For the SBCI, please note that the table below is as per the Financial Statements published. Within the Financial Statements there is no specific isolation of Tax and Advisory, so the table below combines the Legal & Professional fees following the FS presentation. 
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€): 
	SBCI External Fees
	€000s
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal & Professional
	          1,600 
	        1,300 
	        1,100 
	        1,400 
	           2,200 

	Public Relations/Marketing
	        1,000 
	           500 
	           300 
	           190 
	          690 

	Pensions & Human Resources
	              -   
	              -   
	              -   
	              -   
	              -   

	Other
	           280 
	           745 
	           201 
	           164 
	             30 

	Total
	        2,880 
	        2,545 
	        1,601 
	        1,754 
	        2,920 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



The external consultancy and adviser fees as set out in this table were procured in compliance with applicable competitive tendering rules. In circumstances where services are not competitively tendered, procurement exceptions are put in place, noting that, as set out in the Annual report, the use of exceptions under the Agency’s Procurement Policy and Procurement Procedure does not amount to non-compliant procurement.
National Asset Management Agency (NAMA)
NAMA has confirmed that Consultancy Costs as are disclosed in NAMA’s annual report each year as per the requirement of Section 1.5 of the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies – Business and Financial Reporting Requirements. NAMA has provided the table below setting out the relevant section of the financial statements where the Section 1.5 disclosure is made and included a direct web links to the past five publications.
	Section 1.5 Disclosures in NAMA Annual Report

	Year
	Financial Statements Note Number
	Link

	2024
	11.11
	https://www.nama.ie/uploads/documents/NAMA-Annual-Report-and-Financial-Statements-2024.pdf

	2023
	11.11
	https://www.nama.ie/uploads/documents/NAMA-2023-Annual-Report-FINAL-online.pdf

	2022
	13.11
	https://www.nama.ie/uploads/documents/10807-NAMA-Annual-Report-2022-English-screen.pdf

	2021
	13.11
	https://www.nama.ie/uploads/documents/10277-NAMA-Annual-Report-2021-English-screen.pdf

	2020
	13.11
	https://www.nama.ie/uploads/documents/Final-NAMA-Annual-Report-2020.pdf


 
In the table below, NAMA has set out the total consultancy and adviser fees by the Section 1.5 categories for each of the past five years. 
	Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€’000):

	 
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal
	1,106
	394
	281
	338
	1,659

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	
	
	
	5
	8

	Public Relations/Marketing
	
	
	
	
	

	Pensions & Human Resources
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	1
	2
	-
	46
	7

	TOTAL
	1,107
	396
	281
	389
	1,674



NAMA has internal controls in place across all aspects of the financial statements’ preparation process including the financial information disclosed to comply with section 1.5. NAMA’s internal processes and controls are set out annually in its Statement of internal Control included in the Annual Report and Financial Statements. NAMA also disclose information relating to procurement in its Statement on Internal Control. NAMA has established Procurement Policy and a Procurement Procedures which ensures the procurement requirements of NAMA are carried out in accordance with applicable laws.
Central Bank of Ireland (CBI)
The Central Bank of Ireland complies fully with the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies – Business and Financial Reporting Requirements. To ensure that the annual disclosures are correct the Finance Department in the Central Bank of Ireland as part of the annual audit process reach out to the Internal Governance Division to verify that there have been no amendments to the Code of Practice disclosure requirements that would impact the disclosures in the annual accounts. The accounts also go through an annual audit by the office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.
The Central Bank operates a Corporate Procurement Policy that is approved by the Central Bank Commission. The procurement requirements of the Central Bank are conducted in line with the policy and the internal governance framework it establishes. The Policy seeks to comply with all European and national law and guidelines as set out by the Office of Government Procurement
Please see table below providing a disclosure of external consultancy and adviser fees for the years 2020 to 2024.  Please note, the tables are produced as part of the Central Bank of Ireland’s Annual Reports and are available on the Central Bank’s website. 
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€): 
	
	2024
€000
	2023
€000
	2022
€000
	2021
€000
	2020
€000

	Legal
	1,098
	808
	1,349
	1,332
	1,010

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	629
	1,639
	1,079
	991
	875

	Public Relations/Marketing
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Pensions & Human Resources
	247
	348
	127
	174
	330

	Other
	17,532
	11,798
	6,805
	4,906
	4,229

	TOTAL
	19,506
	14,593
	9,360
	7,403
	6,444



Irish Financial Services Appeals Tribunal (IFSAT)
IFSAT can confirm that it does publish the figures for all consultancy fees in its Annual Financial Accounts to the Minister each year, and the Annual Report and Annual Accounts are also published on our website.  
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€): 
	 
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal
	18,912
	64,934
	72,912
	 21,887
	 0

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	5,135
	 2,798
	 3,967
	 3,967
	3,948 

	Public Relations/Marketing
	0
	0
	0 
	0 
	0 

	Pensions & Human Resources
	0
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 

	Other 
	1,454 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 

	TOTAL
	 25,501
	 67,732
	 76,879
	 25,854
	 3,948



Home Building Finance Ireland (HBFI)
Home Building Finance Ireland discloses expenditure on external consultancy and adviser fees by category in their annual financial statements for each accounting year. Direct web links to the most recent publications disclosing this information and those of the preceding years are disclosed on the HBFI website. Internal controls are in place over the annual reporting including, inter alia, controls to ensure compliance with all required disclosures arising from the Code of Practice for the Governance of State bodies.  
The expenditure on external consultancy and advisory fees by category reported below is taken from the Annual Report within the Financial Statements for HBFI as published, and figures are in €000's and VAT inclusive.
The external consultancy and adviser fees as set out in this table were procured in compliance with applicable competitive tendering rules. In circumstances where services are not competitively tendered, procurement exceptions are put in place, noting that, as set out in the Annual Report, the use of exceptions under the Agency’s Procurement Policy and Procurement Procedure does not amount to non-compliant procurement. 
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€): 
	
	2024
€‘000
	2023
€‘000
	2022
€‘000
	2021
€‘000
	2020
€‘000

	Legal
	80
	98
	38
	50 
	55

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	62
	73
	100
	49
	52

	Public Relations/Marketing
	15
	12
	12
	30
	33

	Pensions & Human Resources
	3
	0
	1
	15
	18

	Other
	33
	39
	21
	30
	42

	TOTAL
	193
	222
	172
	174
	200




Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO)
The FSPO publishes an Annual Report including Financial Statements each year. 
The Financial Statements are prepared by its accountants, and reviewed by management, the Finance Committee and the Council. 
An internal audit takes place each year to review internal controls, and this feeds into the Statement of Internal Control section in each set of Financial Statements. The Statement of Internal Controls sections on Procurement and Internal Controls: confirming that procurement was compliant (with the exception of 2021 where a number of emergency procurements were required and declared, but not relating to consultancy and advisory). 
There is also a section in each set of Financial Statements on Disclosures required by the Code. 
The C&AG carries out an annual audit of the FSPO, in order to certify the FSPO Financial Statements. 
Once the C&AG audit is complete, in line with FSPO legislation and the Code, the Annual Report and Financial Statements and a set of letters is sent to our governing Minister, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Social Protection, to satisfy the Code requirements on a Comprehensive Report to the Minister. 
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€):
	 
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal
	 316,870
	 349,045
	257,691 
	213,150 
	204,487 

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Public Relations/Marketing
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pensions & Human Resources
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Other
	85,513
	 27,802
	 41,817
	 19,182
	€18,663

	TOTAL
	 402,383
	376,847
	299,508
	232,332
	223,150

	Links to Annual Reports
	The 2024 Annual Report has not yet been published and the above are draft figures – uncertified by the C&AG  as yet. 
	FSPO Annual Report 2023
	FSPO Annual Report 2022
	FSPO Annual Report 2021
	FSPO Annual Report 2020



Credit Union Restructuring Board (ReBo)
In ReBo’s final accounts for each end of year, the fees for external consultancy as required by the PQ are in the table below.
Expenditure on External Consultancy and Adviser Fees (€):
	
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020

	Legal 
	5,000
	5,000
	5,000
	2,500
	2,500

	Tax & Financial Advisory
	8,500 
	
	
	
	

	Public Relations/Marketing
	
	
	
	
	

	Pensions & Human Resources
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	13,500
	5,000
	5,000
	2,500
	2,500



Notes to highlight
1. The 2024 ReBo Accounts have not yet been audited by the C&AG. This process is currently on-going between ReBo and the C&AG.
1. All costs outlined in the table exclude VAT.
1. The published ReBo accounts from 2020 -2023 include commentary stating ReBo did not incur any expenditure in relation to consultancy fees. The consultancy fees outlined under the Legal row in the table above relate to the payments for the C&AG audit fees. 
1. The consultancy fees for 2024 under Tax & Financial Advisory relate to professional services provided by KPMG to bring all PAYE compliance matters and tax payment obligations up to date in respect of pension payments for ReBo pensioners.
1. The Credit Union Restructuring Board’s (ReBo) functions as a body ceased in March 2017 and it was operationally wound down in July 2017.  A caretaker Board comprising two Department officials and an existing director (the Central Bank nominated non-voting director) was appointed from 1 August 2017 in order to meet the requirements of the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 and manage operations until ReBo is dissolved. 
Links to the accounts and internal controls
The links for the published ReBo accounts are set out below. 
Within each of these final accounts, the annual “Statement on Internal Control” for ReBo is on pg.6 of the final accounts. 
The Final accounts are laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas under the legislation “Credit Union and Co-Operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 -- Section 54(5)”.
2024 – These accounts have not been audited by the C&AG. This process is currently on-going between ReBo and the C&AG.
2023 - https:///opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2024/pdf/DOFdoclaid091224_125655.pdf (Internal controls are on Pg. 6 of the Final Accounts Report)
2022 - https:///opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2024/pdf/DOFdoclaid110124_160638.pdf (Internal controls are on Pg. 6 of the Final Accounts Report)
2021 - https:///opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RE9GZG9jc2xhaWQxNTEyMjJfMTUxMjIyXzE0MzkxOA%3D%3D.pdf (Internal controls are on Pg. 6 of the Final Accounts Report)
2020 - https:///opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RE9GZG9jc2xhaWQxNTEyMjJhXzE1MTIyMl8xNDM3NTQ%3D.pdf (Internal controls are on Pg. 6 of the Final Accounts Report)
Credit Union Advisory Committee (CUAC)
The budget for CUAC is a sub-head of the Departments (Shareholding and Financial Advisory Division) overall budget annually. The information requested forms part of the overall Department of Finance Annual Financial Statements.
Irish Fiscal Advisory Council 
I confirm that a 'Nil' response or 'Not applicable' is appropriate in respect of the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council as it has not had any expenditure on external consultancy nor adviser fees in the period 2020 to 2024.  Each set of Financial Statements includes 'Disclosures Required by Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (2016) which states for each year in respect of Consultancy that 'The Fiscal Council had no consultancy costs in YYYYY'.  
The Fiscal Council publishes its annual reports and accounts on:
https://www.fiscalcouncil.ie/about-the-council/#ARs
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation (IBRC)
Given that as IBRC in SL is in an advanced stage of liquidation, it does not disclose costs/fees to the level of granularity specified in the PQ. IBRC related fees and all other costs for the period between 2020 and 2024 were outlined in the IBRC Annual Progress update reports published by the Department of Finance. The various parties providing these services are subject to Letters of Engagement between IBRC and the provider of the service. The links to the reports for the relevant years (2020 to 2024) have been included below:
2020: 2020 IBRC Annual Progress Report
2021: 2021 IBRC Annual Progress Report
2022: 2022 IBRC Annual Progress Report
2023 and 2024: 2024 IBRC Annual Progress Report
Investor Compensation Company DAC (ICCL)
The Board of the ICCL is committed to maintaining the highest standards and supports the principles of corporate governance outlined in the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies ("the Code").  The ICCL is not formally obliged to abide by the Code, however, it has adopted aspects of the Code that the Board has determined are appropriate to ICCL.  This position is set out in the Report of the Directors published in the ICCL's Annual Report along with disclosures about the ICCL's operating costs throughout the report, appropriate to the size of the company and its competitive position. ICCL reporting would not align with the tabular format sought for the reasons outlined above.
Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal (DDMBA)
There is a nil response in respect of the DDMBA. The DDMBA has no independent budget and does not contract for any services. 
Credit Review Office
Credit Review do not publish annual reports or financial statements. Credit Review has no legislative obligation to disclose publicly payments of less than €20k (incl VAT).  Payments great than €20k are published on their website.  
https://www.creditreview.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Payments-over-20k.pdf
As the estimates of the Office are voted directly by the Dáíl, the relevant requirements for the preparation of the appropriation account are set out by the Department of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation in its annual circular requirements for appropriation accounts. The applicable code of governance is the Corporate Governance Standard for the Civil Service. 
Office of the Revenue Commissioners
I am advised by Revenue that its expenditure on external consultancy and adviser fees is not categorised in the manner requested. I am further advised that Revenue publishes its expenditure in Vote 9 Appropriation Account annually and is signed by the Accounting Officer.  These accounts are audited by the Comptroller & Auditor General on an annual basis and the published expenditure categories align with the relevant appropriation account circular for each year.
For 2024 please see page 21 vii and ix                           
https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2025/vote-9-office-of-the-revenue-commissioners.pdf
For 2023 please see page 20 vii and page 21 ix      
 https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2024/vote-9-office-of-the-revenue-commissioners.pdf 
For 2022 please see page 19 vii and ix       
 https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2023/vote-9-office-of-the-revenue-commissioners.pdf 
For 2021 please see page 19 vii and ix                
https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2022/vote-9-office-of-the-revenue-commissioners.pdf 
For 2020 please see page 16 vii and ix                             
 https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2021/vote-9-office-of-the-revenue-commissioners.pdf 
In accordance with the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies – Business and Financial Reporting Requirements, Section 1.5 “Consultancy Costs”. https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/business-and-financial-reporting-requirements-d5e0ebd1-d2ed-42a4-901f-5f1f04720240.pdf  Revenue discloses details of expenditure on external consultancy/adviser fees categorised as considered appropriate. 
Revenue procurement procedures can be found at https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/statutory-obligations/procurement/payments-greater-than-20000.aspx . All payments to suppliers which are greater than €20,000 are published on a quarterly basis. 



