Arts and Culture Supporting Culture, Creativity, and the Arts 
The Government believes that culture and the arts are essential to a well-rounded society, providing opportunities for education, expression, and community engagement. Ireland is world renowned for our rich, diverse and vibrant arts sector. This Government will: 
• Assess the Basic Income for Artists pilot to maximise its impact. 
• Examine the feasibility of a minor capital works grant scheme to support arts and cultural facilities that are not funded through The Arts Council. 
• Continue to increase capital investment in national arts infrastructure through the review of the National Development Plan. 
• Continue the section 481 film tax credit to support film and unscripted productions. 
• Examine options to introduce sector specific measures for the visual effects sector. • Examine the tax treatment of production costs for theatre productions. 
• Ensure that every child has access to tuition in art, music, drama, or coding Enriching our Society and Culture through an expanded Creative Schools Programme. 
• Support the development and provision of affordable spaces for artists to work and collaborate, through the local authorities and the OPW. 
• Streamline licensing, traffic management, and insurance processes to facilitate festival planning, promoting vibrant, accessible events for communities. 
• Maintain and grow funding for the Arts Council, Culture Ireland, and other organisations that support both national and international artistic endeavours. 
• Support artists to access international opportunities through increased funding for Culture Ireland and support for our embassies to promote more bilateral exchanges. 
• Boost funding for the Touring of Work Scheme to facilitate regional presentations of professional productions and extend access to arts organisations and venues in Northern Ireland. 
• Explore initiatives to promote our thriving design and fashion scene, including support for the Design and Crafts Council Ireland and the Irish Grown Wool Council. 
131 Enriching our Society and Culture Promoting Ireland’s Cultural Landscape 
This Government will: 
• Examine the introduction of a Culture Card for 16 and 17-year-olds to access theatre, music and art events. 
• Ensure all national cultural institutions develop a programme for Transition Year students. 
• Develop initiatives that support traditional Irish music and dance. 
• Work with National Cultural Institutions to improve public access to Ireland’s collections through exhibitions, loans, and educational programmes. 
• Continue grants for community-based cultural institutions and support large cultural centres, ensuring vibrant cultural opportunities across Ireland. 
• Redevelop the GPO as a historic landmark to preserve its historic importance and enhance its role as a key cultural landmark in Dublin. 
• Fund further development of the National Concert Hall as a premier cultural venue. 
• Work towards the completion of the Cork Events Centre to enhance Cork’s cultural landscape and boost the city’s regeneration. 
• Continue funding Creative Youth, ensuring inclusivity and access for young people of diverse backgrounds interested in the arts. 
• Introduce and expand arts programming in early childhood education and care settings, nurturing creativity from a young age. 
• Increase financial support for the Creative Schools and Music Generation projects. 
• Establish and fund an Irish Town of Culture programme to support local creative projects. 
Night-Time Economy 
This Government will: 
• Support the work of the Night-Time Economy Unit to deliver upon the recommendations of the Taskforce. 
• Continue the Night-Time Economy Support Scheme. • Promote later opening hours at museums, galleries, and other cultural venues to offer flexible access for visitors, and the expansion of supporting services. 
• Enact legislation to update our licencing laws, promoting the development of a modern and diverse night-time economy, which is reflective of local needs. 
Commemorations 
During the period of this Government, we will remember and reflect on many significant historical events which have been important to the legacy of the State and left a lasting impact on Irish culture. We will ensure that local communities are supported to deliver meaningful and inclusive commemorations. Amongst the events which the Government could mark in an appropriate way are: 
• 2025: Mark the 250th Anniversary of the birth of Daniel O’Connell, and the bicentenaries of some of the most pivotal moments in his career. 
• Develop an educational schools’ pack for use across the island highlighting how Irish identity was, and remains a European identity, while showcasing O’Connell’s contribution to intellectual and political thought on a global scale. 
• 2026: 250th anniversary of the U.S. Declaration of Independence, highlighting Ireland’s connection to that story, both north and south. 
• 2027: Birth of Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington and the death of Constance Markievicz. 
• 2028: 100th anniversary of the Irish pound. 
• 2029: 300th anniversary of Jonathan Swift’s A Modest Proposal. 
• 2029: 150th anniversary of the foundation of the Land League. 
• 2029: The centenary of the opening of Ardnacrusha, the creation of the ESB, and rural electrification
