PQRef: 39388/24
Question
To ask the Minister for Health the progress he has made, along with CORU, to streamline the timeframe to complete the recognition of qualifications and registration of those with non-Irish qualifications; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

I can confirm that officials in my department are in regular contact with CORU where the matter of recognition and registration timelines have been discussed.  CORU has made significant progress to reduce both recognition and registration timelines throughout 2024.  

Regarding the recognition of non-Irish qualifications, recognition timelines from when a complete application has been received to a decision being made have significantly reduced since the start of 2024.  Statistics provided by CORU show a decrease from an average of 88 days in January to 41 days in August, with some fluctuations month to month. This is despite the number of applications for recognition of non-Irish qualifications continuing to rise.  A detailed breakdown by month and profession for 2024 is provided for information purposes and is being shared with the deputy.  

There has also been significant improvement in average registration timelines generally, with an additional 3,000 applicants added to the register between March and August.  Processing times have reduced over the same time period from 76 days in March to 45 days in August for all applicants.  A detailed breakdown by month and profession from March to August 2024 is also provided for the deputy’s information. 

These improvements are a result of several new initiatives and programmes of work to support changes being undertaken by CORU and include:
· The introduction of new pathways to recognition, in particular the Frequently Seen Qualifications programme which includes both programme alignment and standards alignment (currently in place for UK professional qualifications where standards align with those of Ireland).  When good alignment of standards/qualifications can be confirmed, such applications do not require an individualised approach to recognition and can be ‘automatically’ recognised.  The process currently applies to those presenting with UK qualifications only but CORU hope to expand the initiative to other countries going forward.
· Improvements resulting from the new integrated application/registrant system (currently in place for social care workers only but roll out for all professions expected by end-November).
· Delegation of low-risk decisions to the registrar which significantly reduces the timeline for recognition applications from a complete file being received to a final recognition decision.
· Improved engagement with stakeholders, including improved guidance material and simplification of document requirements.
· New training and procedures integration for assessors of applications, board members and the CORU recognition team.
Statistical information for the deputy
Recognition timeframe from file complete to decision (based on 1st decisions made Jan to August)
	Average days FC to decision Jan-August
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profession/Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Overall

	Dietitians
	70.0
	 
	79.0
	63.3
	55.5
	47.8
	70.8
	49.9
	58.8

	Dispensing Opticians
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	58.0
	58.0

	Medical Scientist
	105.9
	130.9
	160.1
	129.0
	82.8
	90.5
	95.4
	102.0
	114.7

	Occupational Therapist
	60.2
	 
	67.7
	54.2
	 
	38.3
	28.1
	10.2
	39.7

	Optometrists
	 
	97.4
	124.0
	55.7
	 
	70.2
	40.0
	79.0
	77.5

	Physiotherapist
	101.3
	98.9
	93.4
	109.0
	97.7
	73.5
	69.1
	40.1
	69.2

	Podiatrist
	21.0
	 
	40.0
	 
	63.0
	 
	34.0
	56.0
	42.8

	Radiation Therapist
	78.5
	69.0
	 
	75.0
	48.0
	35.8
	50.0
	27.3
	48.9

	Radiographer
	89.7
	67.4
	 
	77.3
	54.2
	39.5
	48.2
	37.4
	55.7

	Social Worker
	92.5
	86.0
	 
	72.8
	62.4
	65.8
	67.2
	51.0
	69.7

	Speech Therapist
	92.0
	 
	96.3
	 
	57.0
	52.0
	56.3
	70.1
	71.4

	Overall 
	87.9
	91.1
	102.7
	70.0
	69.7
	59.6
	58.0
	41.2
	64.9



Volume of recognition decisions vs timeframes per Qtr Q1 2019 to mid Q3 2024


Series 1 (mauve columns) = number of decisions per quarter
Series 2: (green line) = average days from file complete to decision per quarter

Registration processing times by profession
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Average Days to Decision by Quarter
showing N decisions per Quarter 
(first decisions)
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Table C: Processing Times by Profession (Days)

Profession Mar-24 Apr-24 May-24 Jun-24 Jul-24 Aug-24

Physiotherapists 92 79 73 36 38 50
Social Workers 92 78 67 47 46 49
Radiographers 7 70 56 37 43 50
Radiation Therapists 76 104 81 32 47 54
Occupational Therapists 90 56 57 42 39 43
Medical Scientists 58 45 89 55 39 48
.?ﬁ:f:’: :t';d Language 51 60 63 36 40 40
Dietitians 66 45 66 57 36 53
Optometrists 87 89 62 78 38 55
Podiatrists n/a n/a n/a 73 44 47
Dispensing Opticians 82 49 n/a n/a n/a 58
Social Care Workers n/a n/a n/a 18 10 10
Average 76 67 63 46 38 45





