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Question
To ask the Minister for Education when the programme for Government commitment to double the provision of Irish medium education will be achieved; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

Answer

Work is currently underway in my Department on the development of a new policy on Irish-medium education outside of the Gaeltacht. This policy  will build on what is currently being achieved under the Policy on Gaeltacht Education to support the delivery of Irish-medium education in Gaeltacht areas. 
In developing this new policy on Irish-medium education outside of the Gaeltacht, my Department aims to achieve, among other things, the following:
· increasing the proportion of children and young people attending Irish-medium schools, including by building on the foundations laid in Irish-medium early learning and care settings (for example, naíonraí)
· exploring how opportunities for the establishment of Gaelscoileanna and Gaelcholáistí can be increased as part of the patronage process
· examining how the supply of teachers and other staff with a high standard of Irish can be increased to meet demand in Irish-medium education settings.
To inform policy development, a public consultation process was undertaken to gather the views of stakeholders. This consultation consisted of three periods – an online questionnaire and a call for written submissions, focus groups, and bilateral meetings between my Department and stakeholders. 
My Department has also taken a range of actions to ensure that the new policy is based on current research. A review of the literature has been carried out for us by Sealbhú, DCU. My Department published a report on the provision of Irish-medium education outside the Gaeltacht. Research on Irish-medium units and streams in English-medium schools is underway. 
It is my Department's intention that we will have an opportunity to discuss the direction of the policy with stakeholders before it is published. It is intended that actions from the policy will commence in the 2024/25 school year. 
I recognise the importance of strengthening Irish-medium education. I look forward to bringing this important work forward, to build on the positive outcomes of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education. 

