


Our Ref: PQ 42947/23

	October 2023

Mr Denis Naughten T.D.
Dáil Éireann
Leinster House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2

Dear Denis, 

I refer to Parliamentary Question 42947/23 answered on 4 October 2023: 
To ask the Minister for Enterprise; Trade and Employment to provide a list of general schemes referred by his Department to an Oireachtas Committee for pre-legislative scrutiny from 1 January 2016 to date; the date each was referred; the date that the general scheme was published for the public to review; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
The response indicated that additional time would be needed to obtain the requested information. This information has now been collated and is set out below.
During the 33rd Dail, 12 general schemes were referred by my Department to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment for pre-legislative scrutiny. The dates of publication of the general schemes of the bills and the dates they were referred for pre-legislative scrutiny are set out below: 

1. General Scheme of the Microenterprise Loan Fund (Amendment) Bill 2023, published August 2023, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 10 July 2023. 
2. General Scheme of the Plan of Action on Collective Redundancies following Insolvency Bill 2023, published May 2023, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 16 May 2023. 
3. General Scheme of the Digital Services Bill 2023, published March 2023, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 23 March 2023.
4. General Scheme of the Co-operative Societies Bill 2022, published November 2022, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 16 November 2022.
5. General Scheme of Representative Actions for the Protection of the Collective Interests of Consumers Bill 2022, published March 2022, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 24 March 2022.
6. General Scheme for the Personal Injuries Resolution Board Bill 2022, published February 2022, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 15 February 2022. 
7. General Scheme on the Right to Request Remote Work Bill 2022, published as ‘draft scheme’ January 2022, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 1 February 2022. 
8. General Scheme of the Sick Leave Bill 2021, published November 2021, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 23 September 2021. 
9. General Scheme of the Competition Bill 2021, referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 9 December 2020. While the General Scheme was not published on the Departmental website, a public consultation on the Bill was held in January 2021. 
10. General Scheme of the Sale of Tickets (Cultural, Entertainment, Recreational and Sporting Events) Bill 2021, was referred to the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment on 23 September 2020 who invited a number of stakeholders to make written submissions. While the General Scheme was not published on the Departmental website, the Bill was published on the 23 April 2021 along with the RIA. 
11. General Scheme of an Employment Permits (Consolidation and Amendment) Bill 2019, published November 2019, first referred to the Joint Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation in October 2019. As the Committee’s report was not finalised before the dissolution of the Dáil in January 2020, the General Scheme was submitted to the current Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment for Pre-Legislative Scrutiny in January 2021. 
12. General Scheme of the Companies (Corporate Enforcement Authority) Bill 2018, published December 2018, pre-legislative scrutiny was not completed when the 32nd Dáil was dissolved. The Bill was subsequently referred to the new Committee in 2020. The Pre-Legislative Scrutiny Report was published on 20 April 2021.

From 2016 to 2020, based on records available, the Joint Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation undertook pre-legislative scrutiny on the following general scheme referred by the Department: 
· General Scheme of the Industrial Development (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2018, referred to the Joint Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation on 9 October 2018. The draft heads were published by the Department of Foreign Affairs as part of the General Scheme of the of the Miscellaneous Provisions (Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019) Bill 2019. 

Several other general schemes were referred to the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation, who agreed that they would not undertake the pre-legislative scrutiny of the Bills. These include: 
· General Scheme of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (Amendment) Bill 2017, published June 2017, referred to the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation on 4 July 2017.  
· General Scheme of Companies (Statutory Audits) Bill 2017, published February 2017, referred to the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation on 13 February 2017.
· General Scheme of the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill 2018, published June 2018, referred to the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation on 22 May 2018. 
· General Scheme of Knowledge Development Box (Certification of Inventions) Bill 2016, referred to the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation end July 2016.  
· General Scheme of Copyright and Related Rights (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, referred to the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation end July 2016.  

I trust this is of assistance to you.


Yours sincerely,




____________________________________
Simon Coveney T.D.
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
