Press Office DAFM

From: Kelly, Arden

Sent: Friday 31 January 2020 12:36
Ta: Press Office DAFM

Cc: Laffan, Meg

Subject: RE: CLEARANCE—
Follow Up Flag. Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Cleared

Aiden

Aiden Kelly

Private Secratary to the Secretary General

Ph (01) 6072184

Email: aiden kelly@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture gov.ie>

Sent: Friday 31 lanuary 2020 12:17

To: SecGen <SecGen@agriculture.gov.ie>

Cc: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.le>; Laffan, Meg <Meg.Laffan@agriculture.gov.ie>
Subject: CLEARANCE

SecGen,
Line for clearance please:

“We understand that the case referred to is not proceeding”

Kind regards,

Anthany Bates
Prass and Inlormation Office

;1 Rolnn Talamhaicchta, Bla agus Mara
Depariment of Agnculiure. Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochlz, Sréid Chill Dara, Balle Atha Ciiath 2, D02 WK 12
Agricuiture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 {0)1 607 2557
www agricylture gov ig

from: Biﬁke, Martin <Martin Blake riculture.gov.le>
Sent: Friday 31 January 2020 12:15
To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture gov.ie>




Cc: Joyce, Rita <Arta.Joyce@apriculture pov.isa- {affan, Meg <Mer Laffan@agriculture pov.ie>
Subject: RE: CLEARANCE

Shght change

OK with this

MB

From: Press Office DAFM
Sent: 31 January 2020 10:02
To: Blake, Martin

Cc Joyce, Rita; Press Office DAFM; Laffan, M
Subject: AR

Martin,
Une for clearance please:

"Qur-understandingds We understand that the case referred to is not proceeding”

Kind regards,

Anthony Bales
Press and Information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochla, Bio agus Mara
Depariment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

An Teach Talmhaiochia, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agricuflure House, Kildare Sireet, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 {0)t 607 2567
www.agricullure.gov.le

From: Sheahan, Michael <Michael.Sheahan@agriculture.gov.ie>

Sent: Wednesday 29 January 2020 14:47

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@apriculture.gov ie>; Murray, SeanM <SeanM Murray@a riculture pov.ie>; Bourke,
Deirdre <Dairdre Bourke @agniculture gov. ie; Dayle, Rob <Rob Dovle@aericulture.gov.ie»

Cc: BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula.BarryWalsh@agriculture gov.ie>; Blake, Martin <Martin.Blake@apriculture.gov.ie»;
SecGen <SecGen@agriculture gov es; Joyee, Rita <Ritaloyce@a riculture. pov.ied

Subject: R

NB: this prosecution is not going ahead.
| can give background details as required.

I will be guided by press office as to response to query- but please note that instructions re not proceeding with the
case were only issued to our legal team this morning, sa defence legal team/defendant himself may not even be
aware yet- so suggest hold off on reply for now

When response does issue (eg Friday) perhaps “Our understanding is that the case referred to is not proceeding”

MS



From: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture povie>

sent: Wednesday 29 January 2020 14:21

To: Murray, SeanM <Seanh. Murray@agniculture govaie>, Bourke, Deirdre <Deirdre Bourke@agricullure pov ig>,
Doyle, Rob <Rob Doyle@agriculture pov 1e>

Cc: BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula.BarryWalshi@agriculiure. gov.ie>; Sheahan, Michael
<Michacl.Sheahan@agriculture . gov.ie>; Blake, Martin «<Martin.Blake@apriculture gov.ie>, Press Office DAFM

<Press@agniculture.gov ie>; SecGen <SecGend@apnculture pov.ie>; Joyce, Rita <fina loyce@asnculture.gov ig>
subic-- QD

Sean/Rot/Deirdre,

Would you be able to assist with query below. I'm assuming this is an animal welfare case. The journalist is looking
to arrange a photographer and is jooking to find out the time of this case.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Prass and Infarmation Ofice

An Rolnn Talamhaiochla, Bia agus Mara
Deparment of Agriculture, Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Clinth 2, D02 WK12
Agnculture House, Kildare Sireel, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (O)1 607 2567
www.agneulture gov.ig

From

Sent: Wednesday 29 January 2020 13:16

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture gov.ie>
Subject: Guidance request

CAUTION: This Emall originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otharwise Please Forward any suspiclous
Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie .

To wham it concerns,

I need information on the following in order to arrange coverage of a trial which | understand is due to take place on
Monday invalving the Department.

Can you clarify what time the prosecution of a farmer called Brian Wright is due to take place at the District Court in
Monaghan on Monday and how long the case is likely to fast. | need this to arrange a photogragher.

With thanks
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Press Office DAFM

From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: Sunday 16 February 2020 1907

Ta: Gleeson, Brendan

Ca OConnell, Eilis, LaHan, Meg, Press Office DAFM, SecGen

Subject o R = D [ )

Secretary,

FYI. The Press Office was informed an Friday that a Dept response was not available until early this week.
As per text from EHis earlier today, the Press Office was not aware that the 51U was naw under Eills.
Regards,

Siobhan

From: "Sheahan, Michael” <Michael.Sheahan@agricuiture.gov.ie>

Sent: Friday, 14 February 2020 15:25

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agricultura.gov.ie>,"Forde, Calm" <Colm. Forde@agriculture.gov.ie>

CC: SecGen <SecGen@agriculture.gov.ie>,"Blake, Martin" <Martin.Blake@agriculture.gov.ie>,"BarryWalsh, Paula”
<Paula.BarryWalsh@agriculture.gov.ie>,"Laffan, Meg" <Meg.Lafian@agriculture.gov.le>,"Bourke, Deirdre"
<Deirdre.Bourke@agriculture.gov.ie>,"Murray, SeanM" <SeanM.Murray@agriculture.gov.ie>,"Whelan, Margaretm"
<MargaretM.Whelan@agriculture.gov.ie>

Subject; RE

John,
As a relevant person is on leave we want be in 3 position to respond today, but can respond early next week

MS

from: Press Office DAFM <Press@agritultura. gov.le>

Sent: Friday 14 February 2020 14:51

To: Sheahan, Michael <Michael.Sheahan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Forde, Colm <Colm.Forde@agriculture. gov.ie>

Cc: SecGen <SecGen@agriculfture.gov.ie>; Blake, Martin <Martin.Blake@agricultura.gov.ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula
<Paula.BarryWalsh@agriculture gov.ie>; Laffan, Meg <Meg.Laffan@agriculture.gov.ie>, Bourke, Deirdre
<Deirdre.Bourke@agriculture.gov.ie>; Murray, Seant <SeanM.Murray@agriculture.gov.ie>; Whelan, MargarstM
<MargaretM.Whelan@agriculture.gov.ie>

Sublect: RE;

Thank you Michaal,
Kind regards,

lehn

From: Sheahan, Michael <Michael.5hezhar @agriculture gov.ie>
Sent: Friday 14 February 2020 14:33

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agpriculture.gov.ie>; Forde, Colm <Colm.Forde@apnculture sov.aes
Ce: SecGen <SecGen@agriculture.gov.ie>; Blake, Martin <Martin.Blake@agricylture gov.le>; BarryWalsh, Paula

1



<Paula BarcyWalsh@apriculture ov.ie>; Laffan, Meg <Meg Laffan@pgriculture gov.ie>; Bourke, Deirdre

<Deirdre.Bourke@agriculture. gov.ie>; Murray, SeanM <SeanM.Murray@a riculture gov ie>
Subject: AE

John- as this was an ERAD case | am redlrecting to Colm Forde

M5

From: Press Office DAFM <Press @agriculture.gov.ie>
Sent: Friday 14 February 2020 14:13
To: Bourke, Deirdre <Dewrdre Bourke@agriculture.gov ie>; Murray, SeanM <SeanM.Murray(@agriculture gav.ie»

Cc: SecGen <SecGen@agricullure.gov.ie>; Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture pov.ie>; Blake, Martin
<Marun Blake@agriculture.gov.ie>; Sheahan, Michael <Michael.Sheahan@agriculture pov ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula

<Paula BarryWalsh@agriculture.noy joz: <Mee Laffan@aericulture.pov.ie>
Suww

Hi Deirdre/Sean,

Please see below query h'on—or comment fn—can you please prepare a response
and send It to press@aarniculiure.gov.ie for onward transmission? Thank you

Kind regards,
John McDonald
CO. Press and information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Department of Agnculture, Food and the Maring

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2,202 WK12
Agriculiure House, Kildare Sireel, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2082
www.aaricullure.qov.ie

Fra
Sent: Friday 14 February 2020 13:20

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>

Subject:

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious

Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie .

To wham it concerns,

I need to seek comment on the following concerning representations received by the Department of Agriculture
concerning a case involving a farm called Brian Wright of Newbliss, Clones, Co Monaghan.

Mr Wright was charged with various counts of animal cruelty by the Department by the case was dropped two
weeks ago. | need the Department to comment on the following.



1. Did the Department receive any representations from Heather Humphrles, the former minister, i relation to the
case?

2. If s0, what was the nature of the representation and did it result in the withdrawal of the charges against Mr
Wright

3. Was the representation taken into consideration before the decision was made to drop the charges?

4, Did this case invalve the garda or the Director of Public Prosecutions?

With thanks
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MacAodhain, Frances

Fraom; Sheahan, Michael

Sent: Sunday 16 February 2020 21 01

To: Forde Colm M @ DZQ
Subject: FW MAFM V Buan Wr ght

Importance: High

Fys

From: Sheahan, Michael <Michael Sheahan@agricu'ture gov 1e>

Date: 16 February 2020 at 16 35 10 GMT

To: Laftan, Meg <Meg Lalfan@agnculture gov e>

Cc: Blake, Martin <Martuin.Blake @agnicuiture gov 12>, Gleeson, Brendan <8rendan Glegson@apnculture gov ie>,
Kinsella, John <lohn Kinsella@agriculture gov.ie>

Subject: FW MAFM -V- Brian Wright

Importance: High

Meg- this email below more or less summarises the situation in relat on to this case

From memory the case was due Lo be heard on Tuesday 4th February Our ega team were instructed on 29th
lanuary not to proceed with the case

To the best of my knowledge no representations were made to DAFM by Min Humphnes She did pass on to the 5Gs
office a letter she received from the family of Mr Wright.

There were two principle reasons for the decision to drop the prosecution

(1) the underlying issues involved in this case were fully resoved, with the running of the herd taken over by as |
understand it relatives of Mr Wright

{2) legal services advised (a5 1 understand it ) that a prosecution was unhkely to succeed

M5

From: Forde, Colm <Colm Forde @agnculture pav 1e>

Date: 30 fanuary 2020 at 12:07 48 GMT

To: Sheahan, Michael <Michael Sheahan@agriculture govie>, OConnor, Jarlath
<Jarlath.0Cannor@agriculture gov 1e>

Subject: FW" MAFM -V- Brian Wnght

{mportance: High

From: Whelan, MargaretM

Sent: 30 January 2020 12:06

To: Devlin, Kieran

Cc: Forde, Colm; Killian, Helen, Caw'ey, Michelle
Subject: RE. MAFM -V- Brian Wright
Importance: High

(hie Refrooay

o



19

MacAadhain, Frances

From Gleeson Brendan

Sent. Sunday 16 February 2020 17 05
To: Sheahan Michael

Subject. Re MAFM Vv Bnan Wnght
Thanks Mike

From: Sheahan, Michae: <Michael. Sheahan@agriculture gov ie>

Date: 16 February 2020 at 16:35:10 GmT

To: Lalfan, Meg <Meg Lalfan@agriculture gov.ie>

Cc: Blake, Martin <Mart n Blake@agriculture gov.ie>, Gleeson, Brendan <Brendan Gleeson@agr cultura gov ie>,
Kinsella, John <John Kinsella@agriculture gov ie>

Subject: FW MAFM V Brian Wright

importance: High

Meg- this email below more or less summarnises the situation sn relation to this case
from memary the case was due to be heard on Tuesday 4th February. Qur legal team were instructed on 29th
January not 10 proceed with the case.

To the best of my knowledge no representations were made to DAFM by Min Humphries. She did pass on to the 5Gs
office a letter she rece.ved from the fam ly of Mr Wright,

There were two principle reasons for the decision to draop the prosecution

(1) the underlying 1ssues nvolved in this case were lully resolved, with the running of the herd taken over by as |
understand it relatives of Mr Wrnight.

{2) legal services adwised {as ] understand it } that a prosecution was unlikely to succeed

M5

From: forde, Colm <Colm Forde @agriculture gov.e>

Date: 30 January 2020 at 12:07:48 GMT

Ta: Sheahan, Michael <Michael.Sheahan@agriculture gov ies, OConnor, Jarlath
<Jarlath.OConnor@agniculture gov.ie>

Subject: FW: MAFM -V- Brian Wright

Importance: High

From: Whelan, MargaretM

Sent: 30 lanuary 2020 12:06

Yo: Devlin, Kieran

Cc: Forde, Colm; Killian, Helen; Cawley, Michelle
Subject: RE: MAFM -V- Brian Wright
Importance: High

Our Ref:oog an

[ NTERIL



MacAodhain, Frances

()

A — E

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Aiden

Blake, Martn

tonday 17 February 2020 C7.36

SecGen

Fwd: MAFM v Wright

Letter to Dept of Agriculture 161019 pdi; 3401340503C32233-ieiter to Set 31 021
19.pdf; RE. DAFM & Mr Brian Wright R1320839 RE Dapt of Agriculture & Br an
Wright; Scanned from a Xerox Mulufunction Erinter odf

5G may wish to have background to this case which made the papers yesterday.

MB






MacAodhain, Frances nMS. IS/

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 12 50

To: Laltan, Meg

Cc: Blake, Martin, Gleeson, Brendan. Kinsella, Jobn, Forde, Colm
Subject: RE MAFM -V. Brian Wnight

Meg, just for full clarny/accuracy, having spoken ta bath Colm and John

Point 1 below 15 correct- the issues that were to be the subject of prosecution were fully resolved, and the herd was
and 1s now under the care of a brother in law of Mr Wright {formally signed over 1o bum on 10™ Oct 2019)

Re point 2, 1t would be more correct Lo say that while legal services did discuss some potential legal difficu'ties n
relavion to the case. they did not say that a prasecutian was unlikely ta succeed- they adwised that it was ultmately

a policy decision whether to proceed or not {in light of the above points plus some points put forward re
compassionate grounds)

M5

From: Sheahan, Michael <Michael Sheahan@agriculture gov.ie> 'V\ 5 - ‘ :'.

Sent: Sunday 16 February 2020 16:35

To: Laffan, Meg <Meg Laffan@agriculture gov.ie>

Cc: Blake, Martin <Martin.Blake@agriculture.gov.ie>, Gleeson, Brendan <Brendan.Gleeson@agnculture.gov 1e>
Kinsella, John <)ohn Kinsetla@agriculture gov.ie>

Subject: FW: MAFM -V- Brian Wright

Importance: High

Meg- this email below more or less summarises the situation in relation to this case.

From memary the case was due to be heard an Tuesday dth February. Qur legal team were instructed on 29th
January not to praceed with the case.

To the best of my knowledge no representations were made to DAFM by Min Humphries. She did pass on to the SGs
office a letter she recewed from the family of Mr Wright.

There were two principle reasons (or the decision to drop the prosecution

(1) the underlying issues involved in this case were {ully resolved, with the running of the herd taken over by as |
understand it relatives of Mr Wright,

(2] legal services adwised {as | understand it ) that a prosecution was unhkely to succeed

M5

From: Forde, Colm < > ?‘
Date: 30 fanuary 2020 at 12.07:48 GMT

To: Sheahan, Michael < >, OConnor, Jarlath
< >

Subject: FW: MAFM V- Brian Wright
Importance; High

From: Whelan, MargaretM

Sent: 30 January 2020 12:06

To: Devhn, Kieran

Cc: Forde, Colm; Killian, Helen; Cawley, Michelle
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From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: 17 February 2020 14:38

To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Laffan, Meg; Kinsella, John

Subject: RE: **deadline today** [ GGG - Comment on Case

| think John draft is excellent- suggest 5G should clear

MS

From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:30

To: Sheahan, Michael

Cc: SecGen ; Blake, Martin ; BarryWalsh, Paula ; Bourke, Deirdre ; Murray, SeanM ; Whelan,
MargaretM ; Joyce, Rita ; Press Office DAFM ; Laffan, Meg ; Kinselia, John

Subject: **deadline today** - Comment on Case
Michael,

Draft below for your clearance or amendment please.

Regards,

Anthony

From: Forde, Colm <Colm Fordedapiiculture vov o

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 13:59

To: Kinsella, John </ohn. Kinsella@asnculture sov e>; Sheahan, Michael

<Michael Shethan@arriculture. pov 1e>; Press Office DAFM <P essiapniuliure pov we>; Laffan, Meg
<Meg. Laffan@apriculiure pov ie>

Cce: SecGen <sSecGen@agnculture pov 1e>; Blake, Martin <Martin Blakeiwagncullure pov ies;
BarryWalsh, Paula <P.ula ParnyWalsh@agricaliure gov ie>; Bourke, Deirdre
<Deirdre.Bourke@agriculline gov ics>; Murray, SeanM <ScanM Murray@agnculture pov ies;
Whelan, MargaretM <ivlarparetivl Whelan@apriculture gov ie»; Joyce, Rita

<Rita Joyce@agriculture pov.ie>

Subject: RE: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case
Thanks John and Michael - | think that draft accurately reflects the position

Regards

Colm

From: "Kinsella, John" <John. Kinsella@agriculture gov.ie>

Sent: Monday, 17 February 2020 13:27

To: "Sheahan, Michael” <Michae! Sheahan@agriculture.gov.ie»,Press Office DAFM
<Press@agriculture.gov ie>,"Laffan, Meg" <Meg Laffan@apriculture gov.io>

CC: SecGen <SecGen@apriculture gov.ie>,"Blake, Martin"

<Martin Blake@agriculture pov.ie>,"BarryWalsh, Paula”
<Paula.BarryWalsh@agriculture gov.ie>,"Bourke, Deirdre"

<Peirdre Bourke@agriculture. gov.ie>,"Murray, SeanM”

<SeanM Murray@aariculture.gov.ie»,"Whelan, MargaretM"

<hlarparethl. Whelan@ agricuiture gov.ie»,"Joyce, Rita" <Rita Joyce@agriculture, gov ie>,"Forde,
Colm" <Colm Forde @agriculture gov.ie>

Subject: RE: **deadline today* * | - Comment on Case

Michael, Meg,

| would recommend some changes:
A letter addressed to Minister Humphries {dated January 22°) was received in DAFM on 24™
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision




torwithdraw the proses ulion o aepuinst Wi Wrrht wirs celayed (o fus fegal copresentatn e
aAn M fanuaey, ay aadvirice of e s heduled oot oane on Pavsduay 4 telbraary He
e tement of Agrcaltare, Food aed He MNeae (DAL NI cannot mirkee the Tettey ariginally
prrovided to Minester Hamphiees pulisc ally aveaiehie for Dute Pretection easaons Howover
DAFM camconfumn that the deceaon taben to withdrow the Prosecafin an s cone wirs
taher by cetevant DALM Officials havig veqard to the full and sehvidood s amatam e 0f
Hys e
s umportant to dacfy that Provecutor, ane not feqatly compedled o pueae ol provaedcation
cirses toa fundd comdasion w the coets O sonally. these may be wntisncos where the fu s
of a case are such that procecding with a prosecution mary ot be conadered desirable
ippropriate o stifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrown for a variely of reasons. Tor
example, decisions can De made to withoraw prosecutions bised on feqal adviee, or as a
resalt of a changes urcircuntances or personnel of a busmess or the operator of o busimess
or because of a satisfactory resolution of the orgmal issues that were the sudyect aof the
prosecation or where appropriate, on humaniturian or compassionale grounds It i entirely
amatier for DALA Lo decide when it s ad wher it s not apprropriete Lo proceed with o
prosecution agamst an avdvidual. DATM takes its prosecutonal functions Very sernsly and
exerases prudent and careful judgemaent i decidimg how best 1o MARAGEe PoseCistions
brought ur the name of the Minister for Agriculture, food and the Marme
Itis not possibile to state mattess further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright
s DAFM does not comment i deta on mdhwidual cases

For your consideration

Repards

John

John Kinsella

Head of Legal Services

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Depatment of Ayueuiture. Frod and the Marme

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Srdid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12

Agncullure House Kildare Street. Dublin 2 D02 WK 12

M +353 (0)87 386 2116 T +353 (0)1 607 2636

www agnculture gov e

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: 17 February 2020 12:40

To: Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Meg; Kinsella, John

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Forde, Colm

Subject: RE: **deadline today** | - Coment on Case

Meg -further to earlier tel conv here is first stab at a DRAFT Response in yellow for your obs-: | have
spoken to John Kinsella and we agreed it would be good to run the draft by him as well so have
copied him. Obviously others may have abs also,

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22™) was received in DAFM on 24
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision to
drop the case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29" January, in advance
of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4'" February.

In compliance with data protection and GDPR rules a copy of the letter cannot be provided.

DAFM cannot comment in detail on individual cases. Cases can be dropped for a variety of reasons,
either policy or legal. Policy reasons for dropping a case can include but are not limited to
compassionate grounds, changes in circumstances or personnel in relation to a business or the
operator of a business, and the resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution.

1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?



2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?

3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?

4. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

S. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?

From: Press Office DAFM < TR

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:32

To: Sheahan, Michael < [ >; Forde, Colm

< >

Cc: SecGen < >; Blake, Martin < >;
BarryWalsh, Paula < »; Laffan, Meg

< >; Bourke, Deirdre < >; Murray,
SeanM < >; Whelan, MargaretM

< >; Press Office DAFM < >; Joyce,
Rita < >; Sheahan, Michael < >

Subject: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

Importance: High

Dear all,

Please see the press query below from | <:: dins the animal

cruelty case covered in Sunday Times article. Can you please prepare a response and send it to
itnre pov o for onward transmission, Please note the journalist’s deadline of Spm

today. Please advise the press office if this deadline cannot be met. Many thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Press and information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Departtnent of Agncultire Food and the Marine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House . Kildare Street, Dubiin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2567
www.agqnculiure gov e
From:

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11.08
To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.sov.ies

subject: | cnaviry Re Annimal Cruelty Case

Importance: High

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie ,

Good morning

My query relates to news stories about Minister Heather Humphreys passing on a letter to
the Department of Agriculture in relation to its prosecution of a Co Monaghan farmer Brian
Wright on allegations of serious animal cruety.

A Sunday Times report says that the case was dropped on the day the trial was due to
starte.

The letter delivered by minister Humphreys is reported to have contained unfounded
allegations about officials involved in the prosecution.

I have the following questions:




1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?

3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?

On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play arole in the
decision to drop the case?

A response to this query would be appreciated by Spm this evening, Monday February 17.
Regards,

O




Fromy: Press Office DAFM

Sent: 17 February 2020 15:15

To: SecGen

Cc: Laffan, Meg; Press Office DAFM

Subject: CLEARANCE **deadline today** | - Comment on Case

SecGen,

For your clearance please, cleared by Martin Blake:

It s important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution
cases to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts
of a case are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable,
appropriote or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons. For
example, decisions can be made to withdrow prosecutions based on legal advice, oros o
result of @ changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business,
or because of a sotisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate to proceed with a
prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial functions very seriously and
exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions
brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine

A decision to withdraw the prosecution case against Mr Wright was reloyed to his legal
representatives on 29" January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4"
February. It is not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically an the case of
Mr Wright as DAFM does not comment in detail on individuol cases, however, DAFM can
confirm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by
relevant DAFM Officials hoving regard to the full and individual circumstances of this case.

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated tanuary 22™) from a third party was
received in DAFM on 24" January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for
consideration. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine {DAFM} cannot make the
letter originally provided to Minister Humphries publically available for Data Protection
reasons.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Press and Information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Department of Agnculture Food and the Manine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Streel, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2567
www_agricullure. gov.ie




From: Blake, Martin

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:12
To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: Joyce, Rita ; Laffan, Meg

Subject: RE: CLEARANCE **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

Anthony
I have sugpested ashipht e ordermp 1o focus fa sy oncaddressing the birst question e pose
Also to clardy that the letter addressed to Munstor Huomphiey's o fran a Uhird Pty

rAB

From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: 17 February 2020 14:43

To: Blake, Martin

Cc: Joyce, Rita; Laffan, Meg; Press Office DAFM

Subject: CLEARANCE **deadline today** | NN - Coment on Case

Martin,
Draft for your clearance please.

Regards,
Anthony

From: Sheahan, Michael </ >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:38

To: Press Office DAFM < >

Cc: SecGen < >; Blake, Martin < >;
BarryWalsh, Paula < i >; Bourke, Deirdre

< ; >; Murray, SeanM < >
Whelan, MargaretM < | ! | >; Joyce, Rita

<R 1 >; Laffan, Meg </vlcy [ affa >; Kinsella, John
< 1 >

Subject: RE: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

I think John draft is excellent- suggest SG should clear
MS

From: Press Office DAFM < | >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:30

To: Sheahan, Michael < [ >

Cc: SecGen < >; Blake, Martin < 1 >;
BarryWalsh, Paula < >, Bourke, Deirdre

< >, Murray, SeanM < i >;
Whelan, MargaretM < i >; Joyce, Rita

< >; Press Office DAFM < >; Laffan, Meg
< i >; Kinsella, John < >
Subject: **deadline today** - Comment on Case



Michael,
Draft below for your clearance or amendment please.

Regards,
Anthony

From: Forde, Colm <ol onde sy it ov 0>

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 13:59

To: Kinsella, John <l Kinsellaiagieuliuee gov w>; Sheahan, Michael

<M hrel Sheahan@apricudture pov ees; Press Office DAFM <iMie wncnltuse vov e Laffan, Meg
<Mopd allan azic olbure povaes

Ce: SecGen <HocGeniapnicultine pov.ae>; Blake, Martin <Mar i Blakesdagnculture poviios,
BarryWalsh, Paula <’ ol Bacry'wal h@aencaltine pov e>; Bourke, Deirdre
<lreirdre.Bowkesd oncnbtare oy 0> Murray, SeanM <seanivd Murrayieasoculiore pov.ie;
Whelan, MargaretM <VLarpae IV Wheland@ asoculten e sovac>; loyee, Rita

<Rt Joycodararoultu e pov o>

Subject: RE: **deadline today** _- Comment on Case

Thanks John and Michael - | think that draft accurately reflects the position

Regards
Colm

From: "Kinsella, John" <John Kinseilaidagriculiure pov e

Sent: Monday, 17 February 2020 13:27

To: "Sheahan, Michael" <Michael Sheahang@agncultuie gov ie>,Press Office DAFM
<Press@apnicullure gov.ic>,"Laffan, Meg" <Meg | affan@ agriculture gov 10>

CC: SecGen <SecGen@apriculture.gov.aos,"Blake, Martin”

<ivlartin Blake@apnculture gov.ies,"BarryWalsh, Paula”

<Paula BarryWalsh@apriculture. gov ie»,"Bourke, Deirdre"

<SeanM Murray@apriculture.gov.ie>,"Whelan, MargaretM”

<hlargarethvL.Whelan@ apriculture.gov.ies,"Joyce, Rita" <Rite Joyce@agriculture pov 1e>,"Forde,
Colm" <Colm.Forde@apriculture.gov.ie>

Subject: RE: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

Michael, Meg,
I would recommend some changes:

it is important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelied to pursue all prosecution
cases to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the focts
of a case are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable,
appropriate or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons. For
example, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, orasa
result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of o business or the operator of a business,
or because of a satisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate to proceed with a
prosecution against an individual. DAFM tokes its prosecutorial functions very seriously and



exeruises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best o INCIRIGE PEOSeCUtions
brought in the name of the Minister for Agricutture, Food and the Marine

A deasion to withdraw the prasecution cose uguinst Mr Wright was relayed to s leqgal
representutives on 29 January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4
February. It 1s not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of
Mr Wright as DAFN does not conument i detad on indwvidual cases, however, DAFM can
confirm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution i this case was taken by
relevant DAFM Officials having regord to the full and individual circumstances of this case

Aletter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22"") from a third party was
receved in DAFM on 24" January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for
consideration. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine {DAFM) cannot make the
letter originally provided to Minister Humphries publically available for Data Protection
reqasons.

For your consideration
R e1d I’d': .

John

John Kinsella
Heod of Legal Servieos

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Cepartment of Agucidture. Foodd aned thie Moo

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2. D02 WK12
Agnculture House Kildare Street Dublin 2. D02 WK12

M +353 (0)87 386 2116 T +353 (0}1 607 2636
www aariculture qov 1e

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: 17 February 2020 12:40

To: Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Meg; Kinsella, John

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Forde, Colm

Subject: RE: **deadline today** | NN - Comment on Case

Meg -further to earlier tel conv here is first stab at a DRAFT Response in yellow for your abs-: | have
spoken to John Kinsella and we agreed it would be good to run the draft by him as well so have
copied him. Obviously others may have abs also.

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22"} was received in DAFM on 24"
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision to
drop the case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29" January, in advance
of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4™ February.



In compliance with data protection and GDPR rules a copy of the letter cannot be provided.

DAFM cannot comment in detail on individual cases. Cases can be dropped for a variety of reasons,
either policy or legal. Policy reasons for dropping a case can include but are not limited to
compassionate grounds, changes in circumstances or personnel in relation to a business or the
operator of a business, and the resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution.
1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?
3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?
4. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?

From: Press Office DAFM <rosaiagiiculivre pov s

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:32

To: Sheahan, Michael <vlichael Sheahaniapniculture pov e>; Forde, Colm

<Colm Fardeddagriculluie povies

Ce: SecGen <SecGen@apnculture pov e>; Blake, Martin <Maitin Blake@arnculture pov ie>;
BarryWalsh, Paula < aula.Barywal.hidapgriculture gov e»; Laffan, Meg

<Mep Laflan®@agriculture zov ies; Bourke, Deirdre <Detrdre Bourke@agnoulure govaes; Murray,
SeanM <ScanvlMurcay@aunculture pov.ae>; Whelan, MargaretM

<Marpareth . Whelan@agriculture.pov.ie>; Press Office DAFM <Press@apricudture pov ie>; Joyce,
Rita <Ritaoyce @apriculture pov.ie>; Sheahan, Michael <Michael Sheahan@agncultune gov.ae>
Subject: **deadline today** - Comment on Case

Importance: High

Dear all,

Please see the press query below from _ regarding the animal

cruelty case covered in Sunday Times article. Can you please prepare a response and send it to
press@agriculiire.zov i for onward transmission. Please note the journalist’s deadline of 5pm
today. Please advise the press office if this deadline cannot be met. Many thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Press and Information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Department of Agnculture Food and the Marine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agnculture House. Kildare Street. Dublin 2. D02 WK12

T +353 (D)1 607 2567
www.agriculture gov.ie



From:

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:08

To: Press Office DAFM < . >

Subject: _ Enquiry Re Annimal Cruelty Case
importance: High

CAUTION: This Email originated from Qutside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to

Good morning

My query relates to news stories about Minister Heather Humphreys passing on a letter to
the Department of Agriculture in relation to its prosecution of a Co Monaghan farmer Brian
Wright on allegations of sericus animal cruety.
A Sunday Times report says that the case was dropped on the day the trial was due to
starte.
The letter delivered by minister Humphreys is reported to have contained unfounded
allegations about officials involved in the prosecution,
| have the following questions:
1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?
3. On what date was the ietter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?
4. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?
A response to this query would be appreciated by Spm this evening, Monday February 17.

Regards,



From: Kilroy, Aine

Sent: 17 February 2020 17:25
To: Press Office DAFM

Cc;: Laffan, Meg; Gleeson, Brenda

n; SecGen; Hoare, Jonathan
Subject: RE: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

Anthony. shiht amendment i red below
Aine
Adetter adidressed ta Muouster Humphtees {doted January 227 ) was recewved in DAFM on 241
Innunry. and was passed to the appropriate seoror ine manager for consideration. A decraon
to withdrinw the prosecution case agamst Me Woght was relayed to hes legal representatives
an 29 lanuary, in advance of the scheduled court case an Tuesday 4 Fehraury. The
Department of Agriculture, Foad and the Marme (DAFM] cannot make the letter oriqinatly
provded to Minister Humphes pubhicly avadable for Data Protection reasons. However,
DAIN can confum that no political representations were made with regard to this case and
the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution i Hus case was taken by relevant DAFM
Offrcials haviny reqard to the full and incdnndual circumstances of this cuse.
it is important to clarify that Prosecutors are nat legally compelled to pursue all prosecution
cuses to a final conclusion i the caurts. Occasianally, there may be instances where the facts
of u case are such that proceeding with a prasecution may not he considered desirable,
appropriate or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons, For
example, decisions can be made to withdrow prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a
result of o changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the aperator of o business,
or because of a satisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or campassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when 1t 1s and when it 1s not appropriate to proceed with a
prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial functions very seriously and
exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions
brought in the name aof the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
it is not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright
as DAFM does not comment in detai on individual cases.

From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:44

To: Kilroy, Aine

Cc: Press Office DAFM ; Laffan, Meg

Subject: **deadline today** — Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

Aine,

For your clearance please. Journalist’s deadline is 5pm today.

Regards,

Anthony

From: Kelly, Aiden <Aiden Kellv@agriculture. gov.ex

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:40

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agricullure.gov.ie>

Subject: FW: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

Aiden Kelly

Private Secretary to the Secretary General
Ph {01) 6072184



Email: aiden kelly@@agriculture.gov.ic

From: Gleeson, Brendan <!/t il oo i o000 e

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:21

To: Kelly, Aiden <o bty o uling e oos

Subject: FW: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

Aldetter adidiessed to Mineder Humphioes (dated fanoay 2.0 Jwas recewed m DALA on 2
fanuy. and was mussed 1o the appropnate semor e manager for comaderaton. A der o
to wathdrow the prosecution case agamst M Weght was relayed to b, tegirf represerttatives,
an 29 January, m advance uf the schedoled court cose on Tuesday 4 fedwuary The
Depastment of Agriculture, Tood and the NManne (DAFM) connat make the letter oricpnially
proveded to Mhineter Humphoes pulihcly avadabie for Data Protection reasans, However
DA can confirny that the decision taken to witfrdraw Hhe prosecation in this cose was
taken by retevant DAFM Officials having reqard 1o the full and mdividual Cireamstances of
ths case
It important to clify that Prosecutors are not leqolly compelted (o parsue ol prosecution
cuses o g final concluson m the cowts. Occasionally, there may be gitances where the fucts
of acase are such that procecding with a prosecution may not be considored desiable,
appropriate or pustifiable. Prosecation cases can be withdrawn for o varety of reasons. §or
example, deasions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on leqal advice, or as a
resull of u changes in arcamstances or personnel of a business or the operator af a business
or becouse of a satssfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subyect of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when it 1s and when it 1s not appropriate to proceed with a
prosecution agmnst an indwidual. DAFM tukes its prosecutonial functions very serously and
exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciching how best to manage prosecutions
brought in the name of the Muuster for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
ft is not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright
as DAFNM does not comment in detail on indivicual cases.

From: Kelly, Aiden < uden Felly caecicullue sov o

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:17

To: Gleeson, Brendan <Brendan Gleeson@agnculiure. gov o>

Subject: FW: **deadiine today** - Comment on Case {MAFM vs

Wright)

Aiden Kelly

Private Secretary to the Secretary General

Ph {01) 6072184

Email: aiden.kelly@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Forde, Calm <Colim Forde@asricilture. cov.ios

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 13:59

To: Kinsella, John </ohn Kinsella@apriciiure 2ov.e>; Sheahan, Michael

<ihichael Sheahan@agricultuie gov.ie>; Press Office DAFM <Press@agricuiture. sov ie>; Laffan, Meg

<Mep Laffan@agriculture goyv ie>

Cc: SecGen <SecGen@apriculture.gov.ie>; Blake, Martin <Viaitin Blake agriculiure gov.ae;

BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula BarryWalsh@agriculture gov.ie>; Bourke, Deirdre

<Deirdre Bourke@agnculture gov.ie>; Murray, SeanM <SeanM.Murray@agriculture pov.ie:

Whelan, MargaretM <iviarzaretvi Whelan@agriculture gov. e Joyce, Rita

<Rita loyce@agriculture gov ie»

Subject: RE: **deadline today** || N - corment on Case

Thanks John and Michael - | think that draft accurately reflects the position

Regards




Colm

From: "Kinsella, John" <Johe: Kinsella opsnoultir ey 0>

Sent: Monday, 17 February 2020 13:27

To: "Sheahan, Michael” <M b LS Tiealumbeasonoulture jov s Press Office DAFM
<Provsedapnn ubtare oy e, "Laffan, Meg" <o Lallana apau altus e goy 0>

CC: SecGen < octcnanpricublure pov >, "Blake, Martin”

<liantng Blake danocntiure nov ic>,"BarryWalsh, Paula”

<Panld BoryWalshiaoamaculture poy o>, "Bourke, Deirdre”

<Doncdre. Bonrkoanesenitare. nov.ies,"Murray, SeanM”

<teanh Munay aericulture oy ies,"Whelan, MargaretM”

<MeaigaretM oW holanaoaec nlture goy w>,"Joyee, Rita” <Rita loyoewagncaltane povae>,"Forde,
Colm" <t olovl ordeidaenenline gov s

Subject: RE: **deadline today** — - Comment on Case

Michae!, Mey,

F would recommend some changes:
Aletter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22°) was received i DAFM on 24"
lanuary, und was passed to the approprinte senior ine manager for consideration. A decision
to withdraw the prosecution case against Mr Wright was relayed to s legal representatives
an 29" January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February. The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannot make the letter origmally
provided ta Minister Humphries publically available for Data Protection reasons. However,
DAFN can confirm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was
taken by refevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of
this case.
It is importont to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue afl prosecution
cases to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts
of a case are such that proceeding with g prosecution may not be considered desirable,
appropriate or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a varety of reusons. For
example, decisions con be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as o
result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business
or because of a satisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate to proceed with a
prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial functions very seriously and
exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions
brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
it is not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright
as DAFM does not comment in detail on individual cases.

For your consideration.

Regards,

lohn

John Kinsella

Head of Legal Services

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marnine )

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12

Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

E+353 (0)87 386 2116 T +353 (1)1 607 2636
www.agriculture.gov.ie




From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: 17 February 2020 12:40

To: Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Meg; Kinsella, John

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Forde, Colm

Subject: RE: **deadline today** [ ENNEEEEEEEE - Coment on Case

Meg -further to earlier tel conv here is first stab at a DRAFT Response in yellow for your obs-: | have
spoken to John Kinsella and we agreed it would be good to run the draft by him as well so have
copied him. Obviously others may have abs also.
A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22™) was received in DAFM on 24"
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision to
drop the case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 25" January, in advance
of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4™ February.
In compliance with data protection and GDPR rules a copy of the letter cannot be provided.
DAFM cannot comment in detail on individual cases. Cases can be dropped for a variety of reasons,
either policy or legal. Policy reasons for dropping a case can include but are not limited to
compassionate grounds, changes in circumstances or personnel in relation to a business or the
operator of a business, and the resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution.

1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?

3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the

Department?
4. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?

From: Press Office DAFM < >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:32

To: Sheahan, Michael < i [ >; Forde, Colm

< >

Cc: SecGen < ; I >; Blake, Martin </\1.i i i >;
BarryWalsh, Paula < ultipre >; Laffan, Meg

< 1 >; Bourke, Deirdre < i ] ic>; Murray,
SeanM <5ra hi ricilig >; Whelan, Margaretim

<Ma >; Press Office DAFM < . ! >; Joyce,
Rita <iiia 1 i2»; Sheahan, Michael </Jicha >
Subject: **deadline today** - Comment on Case

Importance: High

Dear all,

Please see the press query below from _ regarding the animal

cruelty case covered in Sunday Times article. Can you please prepare a response and send it to
pres:@agnculture zov.ie for onward transmission. Please note the journalist’s deadline of 5pm
today. Please advise the press office if this deadline cannot be met. Many thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates

Press and Information QOffice

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Depantmernt of Agncuiture, Food and the Maine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agricuiture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12



1 #3533 (UM 607 256G/

www agriculture qov e
reom: IR

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:08
To: Press Office DAFM </ !

] >
Subject: — Enquiry Re Annimal Cruelty Case

Importance: High
CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to
Good morning
My query relates to news stories about Minister Heather Humphreys passing on a letter to
the Department of Agriculture in relation to its prosecution of a Co Monaghan farmer Brian
Wright on allegations of serious animal cruety.
A Sunday Times report says that the case was dropped on the day the trial was due to
starte.
The letter delivered by minister Humphreys is reported to have contained unfounded
allegations about officials involved in the prosecution.
I have the following questions:

1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?

3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the

Department?
- On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?

A response to this query would be appreciated by Spm this evening, Monday February 17.
Regards,

|






MacAodhain, Frances

From; Gleeson, Brendan g@ _ F

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 17 22
To: Sheahan, Michael

Subject: RE Wright case dacs

Michael,

Thanks far this. As discussed earlier | would like a note about the allegations at the end of the letter in relation
to the manner in which the department handled the events around the sei2ure of the animals, compensation etc.

| accept as discussed today that neither these “allegations” nor the threat to publish them had any bearing on the
determination in this case, but given that they have been made, it is important that we consider whether they have

any merit.

Brendan

To:.“m:mm:m_._.gmn:mm_ ng_n_..mm_.m_._mm_._m:@mm.._n:_ncqm.moc.mmv aw.
Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:49 3\@
Ta: Gleeson, 8rendan nm_.m:am:.m_mmmos@mm_,._nc:cqm.mo<._.mv
Subject: Wright case docs
56,
1. Scanned copy of letter attached
2. Attached is a detailed email from Colm Farde setting out timelines etc and further background on the case

3. Below is text of email sent to Vi in local office on 30/1/2020 setting out who made the decision etc

Michael Sheahan






From: Press Office DAFM
Sent: 17 February 2020 17:28

To: SecGen

Cc: Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Me

Subject: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

SecGem,

Slight change below from Aine Kilroy highlighted, is this change ok?

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Prass and Information Ottee

An Reinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Department of Agecaltire Food i the Manme

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House Kildare Street Dublin 2. D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2567
www agnculture gov g

From: Kilroy, Aine

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 17:25

To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: Laffan, Meg ; Gleeson, Brendan ; SecGen ; Hoare, Jonathan

Subject: RE: **deadline toda_ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

Anthony, slight amendment in red below,
Aine,

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries {dated January 22"} was received in DAFM on 24"
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision
to withdraw the prosecution case agoinst Mr Wright was relayed to his fegal representatives
on 29" tanuary, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February. The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannat make the letter originally
provided to Minister Humphries publicly available for Data Protection reasons. However,
DAFM can confirm that no political representations were mode with regard to this case and
the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by refevant DAFM
Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of this case.

It is important to clarify that Prasecutars are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution
cases to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts
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prosecutuny or, where apgreopenate. on Bunianibanian o ampertonate groundys e entiely
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From: Press Office DAFM < s >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:44

To: Kilroy, Aine <1 e euline poy e

Cc: Press Office DAFM < Wapullure pov o>y Laffan, Meg < Hfer oy >

Subject: **deadline today** - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

Aine,

For your clearance please. Journalist's deadline is Spm today.

Regards,
Anthony
From: Kelly, Aiden </ ol Kellyaoae ol >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:40
To: Press Office DAFM <’ /o5 @ aznicuiture pov.ies

Subject: FW: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

Aiden Kelly
Private Secretary to the Secretary General
Ph (01} 6072184

Email: aiden.kelly@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Gleeson, Brendan <Brendan.Gleeson@agrculture sov.ies

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:21

To: Kelly, Aiden <Aiden Kelly@aericulture sov.ies

Subject: FW: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)




Aldetter addressed b Muouster Hamphees (dated lonaary 220 Jwas cecewed i DAFM on 24
fanuary. amd wars pasied Lo the appropniate semen Ime aamager for consideratuon A decmaon
towithdeaw the prosecution case agomst Me Wisght was refayed to tas legal representatives
on 29 danuary, in advance of the schedaled court case on fueday 3 Febrgary, The
Department of Aqgeicudture, Food amd the Muarme (DAFM) connot make the letter ongnally
provided to Minister Hhamphiries puabilicdy avadable for Data Protecion reasons. However,
OATN can confitm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecation i Hhis case wos
taken by relevamt DAFM Officials havig requed to the full and indwclual circamstanies of
thus cuse

Ites amportant to clurify that Prosecutors are not legatly compelled to pursue all prosecution
cases to a final conclusion m the courts. Occasignally. there may be ainstances where the focts
of u case are such that proceeding with o prosecution may not be considered despabile,
appropriate or fustifieble. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a varety of reasons. Tor
example, decisions can be made to withdraw prasecutions based on legal odwice, oras a
resull of o changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of u business,
or because of a satisfactory resolution of the ongimal issues that were the subject of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it 1s not oppropriate to proceed with a
prosecution against an indwidual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial functions very seriously and
exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions
brought in the name of the Mimister for Agriculture, Food and the Murnine.

It is nal possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright
as DAFM does not comment in detail on individual cases.

From: Kelly, Aiden <Aiden. Kelly@agricublure soves
Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:17
To: Gleeson, Brendan <Prendan, Gleeson@agriculture gov s

Subject: FW: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

Aiden Kelly
Private Secretary to the Secretary General
Ph {01) 6072184

Email: aiden.kelly@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Forde, Colm <Colm.Fordef@agriculture.zov.ie>
Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 13:59
To: Kinsella, John </ohn Kinsella@agriculture.cov.ie>; Sheahan, Michael

<Michael.Sheahan@agriculture.gov.te>; Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>; Laffan, Meg

<Meg.Laffan@agriculture gov.ie»
Cc: SecGen <SecGen@agriculture. gov ie>; Blake, Martin <Martin.Blake @agriculture.gov.ie>;




BarryWalsh, Paula < i >; Bourke, Deirdre

<

>; Murray, SeanM < sy I - 1

Whelan, MargaretM < | >; Joyce, Rita

<

>

Subject: RE: **deadline today* — - Comment on Case

Thanks John and Michael - | think that draft accurately reflects the position

Regards

Colm

From: "Kinsella, John" < | | >

Sent: Monday, 17 February 2020 13:27

To: "Sheahan, Michael" </v1 i i >,Press Office DAFM
< = >,"Laffan, Meg" « P>

CC: SecGen < >,"Blake, Martin"

< i >,"BarryWalsh, Paula"

< >,"Bourke, Deirdre"

< >,"Murray, SeanM"

< >,"Whelan, MargaretM"

<M. i - >,"}oyce, Rita” < a >,"Forde,
Colm" < >

Subject: RE: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

Michael, Meg,

twould recommend some changes:

Aletter addressed to Mimster Humphries (dated January 227 was receved in DAFM on 24°
lanuary. and was passed to the appropriate semor line manuager for consideration. A decision
to withdraw the prosecution case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives
on 29 January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February. The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine {DAFM) cannot make the letter originally
provided to Minister Humphries publically available for Data Protection reasons. Ho wever,
DAFM can confirm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was
taken by relevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of
this case,

It is important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution
cases to o final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts
of a case are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable,
appropriate or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reqsons. For
exarnple, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal ndvice, oras a
result of o changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business,
or because of a satisfactory resolution of the ariginal issues that were the subject of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. It is entirely
a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate to proceed with a
prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutoriol functions very seriously and
exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions
brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine,



I ot posseble to state ot bers furtbeer o to conmertt spectfually on the case of Me Winght
o DAL does not carunent w detad on mdividual coees

For your consideration
Regands

John

John Kinsella
Flevad of Lngaf Servieox

An Roinn Talmbhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Dupartment of Agercaltare Foodd aeeed e Muniee

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Street. Dubhin 2 D02 WK12

M +353 (0)87 386 2116 T +353 (0)4 607 2636
www agricuiture qov e

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: 17 February 2020 12:40

To: Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Meg; Kinsella, John

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Forde, Colm

Subject: RE: **deadline today** | NG - Comment on Case

Meg -further to earlier tel conv here is first stab at a DRAFT Response in yellow for your obs-: | have
spoken to John Kinsella and we agreed it would be good to run the draft by him as well so have
copied him. Obviously others may have abs also.

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22™) was received in DAFM on 24"
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision to
drop the case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29 January, in advance
of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February.

In compliance with data protection and GDPR rules a copy of the letter cannot be provided.

DAFM cannot comment in detail on individual cases. Cases can be dropped for a variety of reasons,
either policy or legal. Policy reasons for dropping a case can include but are not limited to
compassionate grounds, changes in circumstances or personnel in relation to a business or the
operator of a business, and the resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution.

1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?

3. On what date was the letter deiivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?

4. Onwhat date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?



5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?

From: Press Office DAFM < >
Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:32

To: Sheahan, Michael < >; Forde, Calm

< >

Cc: SecGen < >; Blake, Martin <. . >
BarryWalsh, Paula < : >; Laffan, Meg

< >; Bourke, Deirdre < : >; Murray,
SeanM < >; Whelan, MargaretMm

< i >; Press Office DAFM < 1 >; Joyce,
Rita < ; >, Sheahan, Michael <11 /1. . S
Subject: **deadline today** - Cornment on Case

Importance; High
Dear all,

Please see the press query below from [ --::dinz the animal
cruelty case covered in Sunday Times article. Can you please prepare a response and send it to

for onward transmission. Please note the journalist’s deadline of Spm
today. Please advise the press office if this deadline cannot be met. Many thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Frizss and Infarmahion Qffico

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Depatmoent of Agncalluee: Food and he Mo

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agnculture House. Kildare Street, Dublin 2 D02 WK12

T +353 (0} 607 2567
www agricullure gov e

rrom: [
Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:08

To: Press Office DAFM < >

Subject: _ Enquiry Re Annimal Cruelty Case
Importance: High



CAUTION: This Email originated from Qutside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to

Good morning

My query relates to news stories about Minister Heather Humphreys passing on a letter to
the Department of Agriculture in relation to its prosecution of a Co Monaghan farmer Brian
Wright on allegations of serious animal cruety.
A Sunday Times report says that the case was dropped on the day the trial was due to
starte.
The letter delivered by minister Humphreys is reported to have contained unfounded
allegations about officials involved in the prosecution.
I have the following questions;
1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?
3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?
4. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?
A response to this query would be appreciated by Spm this evening, Monday February 17.

Regards,

II K






From: Kelly, Aiden

Sent: 17 February 2020 17:35
To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: Laffan, Meg

Subject: RE: **deadline today** || NG - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

That's fine

Aiden

Aiden Kelly

Private Secretary to the Secretary General

Ph (01) 6072184

Email: aiden.kelly@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 17:28

To: SecGen

Cc: Press Office DAFM ; Laffan, Meg

Subject: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

SecGem,

Slight change below from Aine Kilroy highlighted, is this change ok?
Kind regards,

Anthony Bates

Press arnd formation Qffice

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Departiment of Agucudture Food and the Manine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2. D02 WK12

T+353 (0)1 607 2567

www.agricullure gov.ie

From: Kilroy, Aine <Aine. Kilroy@apniculture gov o>

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 17:25

To: Press Office DAFM <Press @apriculturo.gov,ies

Cc: Laffan, Meg <Mes.Laffan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Gleeson, Brendan

<Brendan Glesson@agriculture.gov ie>; SecGen <SecGen@agncuiture.gov ie>; Hoare, Jonathan

<Jonathen Hoare@agriculture pov.ie»

Subject: RE: **deadline today** —- Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)
Anthony, slight amendment in red below.
Aine.
A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22} was received in DAFM on 24™
lanuary, and was passed to the oppropriote senior line manager for consideration. A decision
to withdraw the prosecution case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives
on 29" January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February. The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannot make the letter originally
provided to Minister Humphries publicly avadable for Data Protection reasons. However,
DAFM can confirm that no political representations were made with regard to this case and
the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM
Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of this case.
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From: Press Office DAFM < ity fi >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:44

To: Kilroy, Aine < B >

Cc: Press Office DAFM < A ufluro g >; Laffan, Meg <0 i il o 0>

Subject: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

Aine,

For your clearance please. Journalist’s deadline is 5pm today.

Regards,

Anthony

From: Kelly, Aiden <l o fotlyoapmenlture poy s

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:40

To: Press Office DAFM <o ooy uliure pov.ae»

Subject: FW: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case (MAFM vs
Wright)

Aiden Kelly

Private Secretary to the Secretary General

Ph {01) 6072184

Email: aiden.keily@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Gleeson, Brendan <[icndan Gleeson@agrculfn e pov 10

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 15:21

To: Kelly, Aiden <uden Kollymagniculture gov.ies

Subject: FW: **deadline today** — - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)
A letter addressed to Mnister Humphries (dated lanuary 22"') was received in DAFM on 24
January. and was passed to the oppropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision
to withdraw the prosecution case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives
on 29" January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February. The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannot make the letter originally
provided to Minister Humphries publicly avalable for Data Protection reasons. However,
DAFM can confirm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was
taken by relevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of
this case.
It is important to clanfy that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution
cases to o final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the focts




of v came are such thet proceedimg with o prosecuation may tot be consedered dosirable,
appropoote o justifrabile. Prosecation cases can be withdvawn for a vanety of reasans for
esample, decisions can e made to withdraw prosecations based on legot advice, or as a
resalt of o changes in citeanistances ar personnel aof a basness or the operator of o husiness,
or hecause of a satisfactory reselution of the orggmal tesues that were the sabgect of the
prosecution or, where appropriate, on himanitaoan or compassionate grounds e entirely
a martter for DAFN to decide when it is amd whaen it s not aggreoprate to proceed with g
prosecution against an individual, DACM takes its prosecutonal fuonctions very seciously and
exetdies prudent and caseful judgement indeciding how Dest to manage prosecations,
browught in the name of the Minister for Agricelture, Food and the Marine.
it ey not pussilile to state matters further or to comment specifrcatly on the case of Mr Wrighnt
us DA M dovs nat comment in detail onindvidual cases.

From: Kelly, Aiden < idlon Kellyaagriculiure pov.ies

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 14:17

To: Gleeson, Brendan <o Gleeson @ aeiculiur ooy 10>

Subject: FW: **deadline today** — - Comment on Case (MAFM vs

Wright)

Aiden Kelly

Private Secretary to the Secretary General

Ph (01) 6072184

Email: arden. kelly@agriculture.gov.ie

From: Forde, Colm <Lolm forde@agnculiue pov e

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 13:59

To: Kinsella, John <iohn Kmsella@agnculture pov io>; Sheahan, Michael

<ivhichael Sheahan@agriculture gov 0>; Press Office DAFM <Pres @ agiiculu ¢ gov o) Laffan, Meg

<Mep Laflan@apticulture gov 10>

Cc: SecGen <hecGen@agriculture pov ie0>; Blake, Martin <Martin Blake @aprriculivre gov ies;

BarryWalsh, Paula <P’aula BarrywWalsh@agncelture pov ie>; Bourke, Deirdre

<Deirdre. Bourke@agriculture pov.ies; Murray, SeanM <Scanh Mursay@agncullure gov e,

Whelan, MargaretM <iarg iretM Whelan@agriculture gov es; loyce, Rita

<Rita Jovce@agnicullure gov.ies

subject: RE: **deadline today** |GG - coment on Case

Thanks John and Michael - | think that draft accurately reflects the position

Regards

Colm

From: "Kinsella, John" <John Kinsella@agniculiure 2ov ies

Sent: Monday, 17 February 2020 13:27

To: "Sheahan, Michael" <Michael Sheahan@agriculture gov ie> Press Office DAFM
<Press@aariculiure.gov.ie>,"Laffan, Meg" <Meg Laffan@agricullure gov.ie»

CC: SecGen <SecGen@agricullure.gov ie>,"Blake, Martin”
<Martin.Blake@agriculiure. pov ie>,"BarryWalsh, Paula"
<Paula.BarryWalsh@agriculture.gov ie>,"Bourke, Deirdre"

<Deirdre Bourke@agriculture. gov.ie>,"Murray, SeanM"
<Seanh.iurray@agriculture.gov ie>,"Whelan, Margaretm"
<MargaretM.Whelan@agrniculture.gov.ie>,"Joyce, Rita" <Rita loyce@agriculture.gov ie>,"Forde,
Colm" <Cohn. Forde@agriculture.gov,ie>

Subject: RE: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

Michael, Meg,
i would recommend some changes:



Aletter addiessed to Mwester Hunpiu s {dinted mary 22 ) waes recewed i DALM o )
fanutary, aited wars passed to the appeopate wentor lae manager for consederation A decmaen
towitidrony the proses abany cone aspanint Ve Weaght weel refayed o s eqal copresentatoae
on ) danuaey, g advi e of te achedalod conrt coane ot aesday 3 bebrgary The
Department of Agqoceltare. Food anmd the Macme (DAFM) cannot make the fetter orgunily
provided to Mneder Humphaes pebheally avaratde for Dot Protecton reasons ifowevir,
DALN con confamy that the deciaon taken to withdomw the prosecation m thes case wir
taken by redevant DAFNT Officids Baveng reqaed o the full and mdvidual cecamstances of
s cane
W amportant ta clacify that Prosecators are oot leqgally compeltled o pursue all prosesution
cases Lo frmal conclisson m the courts, Qccasionally, there may be mstan es where He focts
of acase are such that procecdimg with a prosecation may not be considered desirable,
approprate o justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withadriwn for a vaniety of reasons. for
example, decraoms can be made to withdrow prosecutions based on leqal adviee, or as a
resudt of o changes in circumstances or personnel of a busmess o the operator of o busmess
ot because of a satefactory resodution of the orgmal reaes that were the subject of the
prosecution ar, where approprcite, on humanitarian or comyrassionate grounds. 11s entirely
amatier for DAFM to decde when st and when it s not appropriote to proceed with a
prosecetion agamst an mdwidual, DAFM takes its prosecatonad functons very seriously and
exercises prudent and carefol judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions
hraught i the name of the Muuster for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
It 1s not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright
as DAFM does not comment i detad on individual cases.

For your consideration

Regards,

John

John Kinsella

Houd of Legat Servicos

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Dopartment of Agocultare Food anid the Manne

An Teach Talmhaicchta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12

Agriculture House, Kildare Street Dubhn 2, D02 WK12

M +353 (0)87 386 2116 T +353 (0)1 607 2636

www agncullure qov ie

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: 17 February 2020 12:40

To: Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Meg; Kinsella, John

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWaish, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Forde, Colm

Subject: RE: **deadline today** || N - Coment on Case

Meg -further to earlier tel conv here is first stab at a DRAFT Response in yellow for your obs-: | have
spoken to John Kinsella and we agreed it would be good to run the draft by him as well so have
copied him. Obviously others may have abs also.

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22") was received in DAFM on 24%
January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision to
drop the case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29" January, in advance
of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February.

In compliance with data protection and GDPR rules a copy of the letter cannot be provided.

DAFM cannot comment in detail on individual cases. Cases can be dropped for a variety of reasons,
either policy or legal. Policy reasons for dropping a case can include but are not limited to
compassionate grounds, changes in circumstances or personnel in relation to a business or the




operater of a business, and the resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the
prosecution.

1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?

3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?

4. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?

5. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?

From: Press Office DAFM < >

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:32

To: Sheahan, Michael < »; Forde, Colm

< >

Cc: SecGen < >; Blake, Martin < >;
BarryWalsh, Paula < >; Laffan, Meg

< >; Bourke, Deirdre < >; Murray,
SeanM < >; Whelan, MargaretM

< >; Press Office DAFM < >; Joyce,
Rita < >; Sheahan, Michael < >

Subject: **deadline today** _ - Comment on Case

Importance: High

Dear all,

Please see the press query below from ||| GG <::rdioc the animal
cruelty case covered in Sunday Times article. Can you please prepare a response and send it to
uressapnculiure sov o for onward transmission. Please note the journalist’s deadline of Spm
today. Please advise the press office if this deadline cannot be met. Many thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates

Prass and lnformation Office

An Reainn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Department of Agncultire Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agnculture House, Kildare Street Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2567
www . agriculture qov.ie
From:

Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 11:08

To: Press Office DAFM <Pressi@azriculture pov ies

Subject: _ Enquiry Re Annimal Cruelty Case

importance: High

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie .

Good morning

My query relates to news stories about Minister Heather Humphreys passing on a letter to
the Department of Agriculture in relation to its prosecution of a Co Monaghan farmer Brian
Wright on allegations of serious animal cruety.

A Sunday Times report says that the case was dropped on the day the trial was due to
starte,




The letter delivered by minister Humphreys is reported to have contained unfounded
allegations about officials involved in the prosecution.
I have the following questions:
1. Why was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
2. Will the Department provide a copy of the letter delivered by Ms Humprheys?
3. On what date was the letter delivered by Ms Humphreys receiveed by the
Department?
. On what date was the case against Mr Wright dropped?
S. Did the letter provided to the department by Ms Humphreys play a role in the
decision to drop the case?
A response to this query would be appreciated by 5pm this evening, Monday February 17.
Regards,

|



Press Office DAFM

From: Kilroy, Aine

Sent: Tuesday 18 Febiuary 2020 15 27

To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: SecGen, Laffan, Mag

Subject: RE; CLEARANC_- Follow up Antmal cruelty case
Follow Up Flag: Foliow up

Flag Status: Completed

Cleared, thanks

Fram: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture gov.ie>

Sent: Tuasday 18 February 2020 14:08

To: Kilroy, Aine <Aine.Kilroy@agriculture.gov.ie>

Cc: SecGen <SecGen@agricullure. pov.ies; Laffan, Meg <Meg.Laffan@agriculture.gov.ie>
Subject: CLEARANC follow up Animal cruelty case

Aine,
For clearance piease.

Regards,
anthony

Fram: Kelly, Aiden <Aiden Kelly@agticulture. gov.ie>
Sent; Tuesday 18 February 2020 13:54

To; Pross Qffice DAFM <Press@agricu “ure.gov - >

Ce: Laffan, Meg <Mep . Laffan@agricy © re.gov.. >
Subject: RE: CLEARANC Follow up Animal crue ty case

Cleared

Aiden Keily
Private Secretary to the Secretary General
Ph (01} 6072184

Email: aiden.kelly@agriculture.g. ..ie

From: Press Office DAFM <Press@ag _ulture g >
Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 13:49
To; SecGen <SecGen@apriculture.pov ie>

Ce: Laffan, Meg <Mep.taffan@agricu = re.pav. >; Press Office DAFM < >

Subject: CLEARANC— Follow up Animal cruelty case

SecGen,

For clearance please:



“As indicated praviously, the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by relevant OAFM
Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of this case".

Kind ragards,

Anthony Bates
Press and Infonmation Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Depaniment of Agnculiure. Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Srald Chill Dara, Baiie Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agnculiure House. Kildare Street, Dublin 2, DD2 WK 12

T +353 {0)1 607 2567
www.agrculture qov.io

From: Blake, Martin </vizriin. Blabs@aanculture gov.aes

Sent: Tuesday 18 Fabruary 2020 13:09

To: Press Dffice DAFM <Precsidagne liure sov 2>

Cc: Joyce, Rita <R.iz Joven@agricullure zov ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula <Paulz BarrvW . shidanriculi e tov.i=>; Laffan,
Meg <iizz Laffan@aericulture sov 123; Press Office DAFM <Prass@aziiculture rov ies

subject: Re: CLEARANCE(ED Fo''ow up Animal cruelty case

Good with me

mB

From: Press Office DAFM <Press@aznculiuse.gov le>
Date: 18 February 2020 at 12:05:44 GMT

To: Blake, Martin <iviartin Blake@agrniculture.cov iem
Cc: Joyce, Rita <A:tz Jovce@azricu ture gov.ic>, BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula.BarvWalsh@anrculture zav.ies, Laffan,

Meg <Mep.Lalfan@acniculture. pov.ie> Office DAFM <Press@aericulture pov.ies
Subject; CLEARAN ollow up Animal cruelty case

Martin,

For clearance please:

"As indicated previously, the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM
Officials having regard to the full and individual ciscumstances of this case".

find regards,

Anthony Bates
Press and information Olfice

An Roinn Talamhaiochla, Bia agus Mara
Depantment ol Agriculiure, Food and the fanne
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From: Sheahan, Michael <hiichael.Sheahant3iazriculiurs govaes

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 11:54

Ta: Press Qffice DAFM <Pressilarricultuze. rovae>; Kinsella, John <labin Hinszlla” £ cylivis goves

Cc: BarryWalsh, Paula <Pauls BarryWalsh@azriculturs gov ie>; Kilroy, Aing <Aine yidaancuy turd povace, Laffan
teg <Mep Laffan@agriculture pov.ies; SecGen <SecGan@acnuliure aov iz, Blake Martin

<fAa-tin Blake@acnzulture 2ov.ie>; Forde, Colm <Colm.fordei@agnculiara povaes

Subject: RE.—- Follow up Animal cruelty case

Having discussed with John {on leave) rather than offering no response (which might lead to incorrect inferences
being drawn) he supgests we consider the following response:

"As indicated previously, the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM
Officlals having regard to the full and individual circumstances of this case”,

M5

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 11:19

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@apriculture pov.ie>; Kinsella, John <john Kinscla@opr culture.gov.ies

Cc: BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula.BacryWalshi@agriculiure gov.ic>; Kilroy, Aine <Amne nitroy@aaricuitura.aov i=»; Latfan,
Meg eMeg.Laffan@agriculture.agv.ie>; SecGen <SecGani@aaricalture pov 12>; Blake, Martin
<fiantin.Blake@aencullure.gov.le>; Forde, Colm <Colm Forde@aericultura.goy. g

Subject: RE—- Follaw up Animal cruelty case

Subject to any alternative views I would not be inclined to offer further comment at this point.

Michael Sheahan

Direcior, Veterinary Operations,
Floor & East,

Kildare St.,

Dublin 2

From: Press Office DAFM <Press Sacgrnic bt s 1-vigs

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 09:8%

To: Kinsella, John <)oh~ Kinsella@sagrizuliure 2ev e, Sheahan, Michael <! chasl.Sheahan@asnculiyre.zov 123
Cc: BarryWalsh, Paula <P:uls SarcvWalss Topr culturz sov.es; Kilroy, Aine < n= Kilroy@3riculivro.gov. 12> Press
Cffice DAFM <Pre s@aenicultuce govoes; Laffan, Meg <Mee Laffan@aerci ure gov.ae>; SecGen

<SecGer @anriculiura gov.ig»; Blake, Martin <\ zrtin 3lzleDaunicuilure zov ios; Forde, Colm

<Colm Forde@agriculture g2ov.iz>
Subje Follow up Amimal cruelty case

John/Michael,

Please see follow up gquery fro n relation to the cantent of the letter. Please advise If you
wish to response, send to press@ g - fulture.cov.ie for onward clearance.




Regards

Denise Doherty
Press Office
Communical:ans Dwision

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bla agus Mara
Department of Agriculture. Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochiz, Sraid Chit! Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agrizulfure House, Kidare Streel, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (01 607 2568

From:
Sent: Monday 17 February 2020 20:33

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@zariculture sov.is»
subject: Re (RN - . - c:s-

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click finks or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious
Emails to Notifv.Cvbar@agriculture.gov.ie .

Anthony
Can you tell me If the decision to withdraw the charges was linked to the content of the letter?

From: Press Office DAFM <Fross@anrniculture ooy 19»
Date; 17 February 2020 at 17:48:56 GMT

To
Cc: Press Office DAFM <l ress@acricultuce.zov. e

Subjec@ D ~im-! cruelty case

Please see below with regard to your query:

A letter addressed to Minister Humphries (dated January 22™) was received in DAFM on 24™ January, and was
passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A declsion to withdraw the prasecution case
against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29* January, in advance of the scheduled court case
on Tuesday 4* February. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannot make the letter
originally provided to Minister Humphries publicly available for Data Protection reasons. However, DAFM can
confirm that no political representations were made with regard to this case and the decision taken to withdraw the
prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances
of this case.

It Is important to clarify that Prosecutors are nat legally compelled to pursue all prosecution cases to a final
conclusion in the courts, Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts of a case are such that proceeding
with a prosecution may not be considered desirable, appropriate or justifiable. Prsecution cases can be withdrawn

4



for a variety of reasons. For example, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a
result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the aperator of a business, or because of a
satisfactory resolution of the original 1ssues that were the subjert of the prosecution or, where agpropriate, an
humanitarian or compassionate grounds W is entirely a3 matter for DAFM to decide when ot 15 and when it 15 not
appropnate to proceed with a prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutonal functions very
serously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions brought in the
name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine,

It is not possible to state martters further ar to comment spacifically on the case of Mr Wright as DAFM does not
commaent i detail on individual cases.

Rind repards,

Anthaony Boles
Pross and Infannation Qe

An Roinn Talambawochta, 2ia agus Mara
Depanmeant of Agacullure, Foad and the Manne

An Teach Toimhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Saile Atha Cliath 2 D02 WK12
Agnculiure House Kildara Stieel Dubhn 2, 002 W12

T 4353 (D)1 607 2567
v agoculiuce gov e

From:

Sent: Sunday 16 February 2020 14:03

To: Prass Office DAFM <Pross@agriculiure goJdi->
Subject: re Sunday Times story

CAUTION: This Ermaif originated from Qutside of this department. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious
Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie .

Hi,

1 was hoping to have a word with someone about the story that is in the Sunday Times today concerning farmer
Brian Wright and the apparent decision of the Dept of Agriculture in Dublin not to pursue animal cruelty charges
against the Co Monaghan farmer, following receipt of a letter delivered by enterprise minister Heather Humphreys
making certain unfounded zllegations against department officials.

I can be contactad at this email or a—

Regards

L



This e-mall and any files and attachments transmitted with it are confidential and/or privileged, They are intended solely for
the use of the intended recipient. views and opinions exprassed are those of individual author/sender and are not
cecscrty st orenorses QNN - o v

company. The content of this e-mall and any file or attachment transmitted with it may have been changed or altered without

the consent of the author. I you are not the intended recipient, please note that any review, dissemination, disclosure,
alteration, printing, circulation or transmission of this e-mail and/ar any file or attachment transmitted with it, is prohibited and

mi be unlawful. Ifiou have recelved this e-mall or any file oi iliiiiii iinsm'ﬁd with it in error please notify the sendar

Disclaimer:
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

The information contained in this email and in any attachments is confidential and is designated solely for the
attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This information may be subject to legal and professional privilege. If
you are not an intended reciplent of this emall, you must not use, disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or
any part of it. If you have received this emall In error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of
this emall from your computer system{s)

An Roinn Talmhalochta, Bla agus Mara

Ta an t-eolals san rfomhphost seo, agus in aon ceangliin leis, faol phribhléid agus faol nin agus le h-aghaigh an seoflal
amhain. D'fhéadfadh dbhar an seoladh seo bheith faoi phribhléid profisitinta no difthill. Mura tusa an seolai a bhf
beartaithe leis an riomhphost seo a fhail, ta cosc air, no aon chuid de, a usdid, a chéipedl, nd a scaoileadh. M3

théinig s& chugat de bharr dearmad, t2igh i dteagmhail lels an seoltdir agus scrios an t-dbhar 6 do riomhaire le do
thotl.

This e-mail and any files and attachments transmitted with it are confidential and/or privileged. They are intended solely for
the use of the intended reciplent. Any views and opinions expressed are thase of individual author/sender and are not
ecessaciy ttafed o rioesc AN - - - e s

company. The eantent of this e-mail and any file or attachment transmitted with it may have been changed or altered without

the consent of the author. If you are not the intended recipient, please note that any review, dissemination, disclosure,
alteration, printing, circulation or transmission of this e-mail and/or any file or attachment transmitted with it, is prohibited and

may be untawful. 4




Press Office DAFM

From: Press QHice CAFM
Sent Tuesday 18 February 2020 1527
To: Sheahan, Michael; Kinsella, John
Cc SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula, Bourke. Dewrdre, Murray, SeanM, Whelan,
Margaretiv, Jayce, Rita, Forde, Calm, Press Office DAFM, Laifian, Meg
Subject: ‘new - Ammal Welfare case
Attachments: - Comment on Case (MAFM vs Wright)
Tra:king: Reclplent Acad
Sheahan, Michael Aead 18/02/2020 1532
Kingella, John Read 18/02/2020 1531
SacGen
Blake Martiti
BarryWalsh, Pauly Read 18/02/2020 182t
Bourke, Desrdre
Murray, Seanhd fead 18/02/202015 27
Whelan, Margarati Read 18/02/2020 16 2!
loyce, Rita
Farde, Colm Read 18/02/2020 1601

Press Office DAFM

Laffan, Meg

Kelly, Aiden Read 18/02/2020 1529
Srruth, Ann flead 19/02/2020 09 21

Dear all,

Please see below updated query fron'—with some additional questions |additional guestions

highlighted). Please confirm if the attached cleared response {sent yestarday t of the Irish
Independent) will sufiice in response for now or if you wish to add any additional text in light of additional
questions. Thanks.

Yind regards,

Anthony Bates
Prass and information Office

An Rainn Talamhaiachta, Bia agus Mara
Depanment of Agnculiure Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochia, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Streal, Dubln 2, D02 WK12

T +353 {0)1 667 2567
www agricuiture gov.ie



From

Sent: Tuesday 1B February 2020 15:13

To: Press OFfice DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.le>
Subject:

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious
Emaills to Notify.Cyber@agriculture. pov.ie .

Dear John,

I need to follow up on the questions | submitted last week concerning representations received by the Department
of Agriculture about a case involving a farm called Brian Wright of Newbliss, Clones, Co Monaghan.

Mr Wright was charged with various counts of animal cruelty by the Department by the case was dropped two
weeks ago. | need the Department to comment on the folfowing. | also need to seek comment on addition questions
1 am attaching.

1. Did tha Department receive any representations from Heather Humphreys in relation to the case?

2. If so, what was the nature of the representation and did it result In the withdrawal of the charges against Mr
Wright,

3. Was the representation taken into consideration before the decision was made to drop the charges?

4. Did the legal services division of the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges? Or did another
person in the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges?

5. Was the letter received by the Department prompt the decision to withdraw the charges?

You might be aware that Heather Humphreys has acknowledged she delivered a letter about this case to the
Department. | nead to ask if this letter was delivered to Minister Creed or a member of his staff? What happened
the letter when it was delivered to the Department?

| would be obliged if you could provide respanses to the questions | submitted as soon as possible. If you have
responses to the questions | submitted last week, could you send them onwards?



From: Kilroy, Aine

Sent: 20 February 2020 14:09

To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: Laffan, Meg; Blake, Martin; SecGen

subject: RE: CLEARANCE FW: FW: *new* |G - Animal Welfare case

if possible, that would be great Anthony, thanks.

From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 13:52

To: "Kilroy, Aine"

CC: "Laffan, Meg" ,"Blake, Martin" ,SecGen ,Press Office DAFM

subject: RE: CLEARANCE Fw: FW: *new* [ NN - ~im2! welfare
case

Aine,

I literally just sent the reply a moment ago as it had been cleared by yourself and SecGen earlier. |
can send an additional email stating this extra line if you wish?

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates

Press and Information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 {0)1 607 2567

www apricultun e gov e

From: Kilroy, Aine

Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 13:45

To: Press Office DAFM

Cc: Laffan, Meg ; Blake, Martin ; SecGen

Subject: RE: CLEARANCE FW: FW: *new* _ - Animal Welfare case
Anthony,

Just reading John Mooney's query again below - can we confirm that the letter was not delivered to
Minister Creed or his office?

Thanks,

Aine.

From: Press Office DAFM <Press @agricullure pov e

Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 10:12

To: Kilroy, Aine <Aine Kilroy@ agriculture gov e

Cc: Laffan, Meg <lvieg Laffan@agnculture gov 1e>; Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.aes;
Blake, Martin <N artin Blake@agriculture gov.ie>; SecGen <SecGen@agriculture gov.ie>

subject: CLEARANCE Fw: Fw: *new* [N - ~ = Welfare case

Aine,
Please see the attached cleared (and issued) response sent to — recently, proposed
to issue to For your clearance to issue please. FYl, the journalist

followed up again this morning, he’s hoping for a response today if possible. Thanks.



Regards,

Anthony

From: Kelly, Aiden < >
Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 10 00

To: Press Office DAFM < >
Cc: Laffan, Meg < : i >

Subject: Re: FW: *new* _ - Animal Welfare case

Cleared

From: Press Office DAFM < >

Sent: Thursday, 20 February 2020 09:55

To: SecGen < >

CC: Press Office DAFM < 1 buro >,"Laffan, Meg" <! i >
Subject: FW: *new* — - Animal Welfare case

SecGen,

Attached cleared (and issued) response proposed to issue to _ For
your clearance to issue please.

Regards

Denise Doherty

Press Office

Communications Division

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sréid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2568

www . agriculture. gov.ie

From: Sheahan, Michael < >

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 15:40

To: Press Office DAFM < >; Kinsella, John < >
Cc: SecGen < >; Blake, Martin <1 | >;
BarryWalsh, Paula < >; Bourke, Deirdre

< I >; Murray, SeanM < I i >;
Whelan, MargaretM < >; Joyce, Rita

<Rita >; Forde, Colm < >, Laffan, Meg

< >

Subject: RE: *new” — - Animal Welfare case

Anthony,

For me suggest go with the cleared response, unless any views to the contrary from Meg or others
MS

From: Press Office DAFM < o>

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 15:27

To: Sheahan, Michael < | >; Kinsella, John

< | >

Ce: SeclGen < i >; Blake, Martin < >;
BarryWalsh, Paula <Paul >; Bourke, Deirdre

< >; Murray, SeanM < >;
Whelan, MargaretM </\13 >; loyce, Rita

< >; Forde, Colm < >; Press Office DAFM




< _ >; Laffan, Meg <! {NTITE ! >

Subject: *new* - Animal Welfare case

Dear all,

Please see below updated query from _ with some additional questions (additional

questions highlighted). Please confirm if the attached cleared response {sent yesterday to [
will suffice in response for now or if you wish to add any additional

text in light of additional questions. Thanks.

Kind repards,

Anthony Bates

Press and Information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2567

From: Mooney, lohn < >

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 15:13

To: Press Office DAFM < >

Subject:

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture gov.ie .

Dear

| need to follow up on the questions | submitted last week concerning representations received by
the Department of Agriculture about a case involving a farm called Brian Wright of Newbliss, Clones,
Co Monaghan.

Mr Wright was charged with various counts of animal cruelty by the Department by the case was
dropped two weeks ago. | need the Department to comment on the following. | also need to seek
comment on addition questions | am attaching,

1. Did the Department receive any representations from Heather Humphreys in relation to the case?
2. If so, what was the nature of the representation and did it result in the withdrawal of the charges
against Mr Wright.

3. Was the representation taken into consideration before the decision was made to drop the
charges?

4. Did the legal services division of the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges? Or
did another person in the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges?

5. Was the letter received by the Department prompt the decision to withdraw the charges?

You might be aware that Heather Humphrays has acknowledged she delivered a letter about this
case to the Department. | need to ask if this letter was delivered to Minister Creed or a member of
his staff? What happened the letter when it was delivered to the Department?

| would be obliged if you could provide responses to the questions | submitted as soon as possible. If
you have responses to the questions | submitted last week, could you send them onwards?







From: Press Office DAFM

Sent: 20 February 2020 14:35

To: Sheahan, Michael; Kinsella, John

Cc: SecGen; Blake, Martin; BarryWalsh, Paula; Bourke, Deirdre; Murray, SeanM; Whelan, MargaretM;
Joyce, Rita; Forde, Colm; Press Office DAFM; Laffan, Meg; Doyle, Rob

subject: **new** [N - 1AF™ vs Wright - COB today

Importance: High

Dear all,

Please see below new query from ([ (the first question has been answered in a
subsequent email sent to journalist at same time this arrived). He's looking for a response ASAP,
Thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Press and Inforenabeesin Ohifie

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Depahnent of Agmcadiure Food and the Mo

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House Kildare Street. Dublin 2. D02 WK12

T +353 (0)1 607 2567
WwWww aqucullure qav.ie

From:

Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 14:05

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>

subject: Re: || EGTNGEGEEEEEE - 25V vs wright

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify. Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie .

Dear Anthony,
| need clarification on the following. Was the letter sent to Michael Creed or officials in his office?

Can you also explain why the Department would consider a letter written by a third party about a
case before the courts?

| understand the legal services division at the Department were not consulted about this case?

I need comment on the specific questions as we are publishing a substantial piece on this case in this
weekends edition.

With thanks



On Thursday, 20 February 2020, Press Office DAFM < > wrote:

tn response to your queries:

A letter addressed to Minister Humpbhries {dated January 22"} was received in DAFM on 24"
lanuary, and was passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration. A decision to
withdraw the prosecution case against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29"
January, in advance of the scheduled court case on Tuesday 4" February. The Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannot make the letter originally provided to Minister
Humphries publicly available for Data Protection reasons. However, DAFM can confirm that no
political representations were made with regard to this case and the decision taken to withdraw the
prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and individual
circumstances of this case.

It is important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelied to pursue all prosecution cases to
a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts of a case are
such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable, appropriate or justifiable,
Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons. For example, decisions can be made to
withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a result of a changes in circumstances or
personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or because of a satisfactory resolution of the
original issues that were the subject of the prosecution or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or
compassionate grounds. It is entirely a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it is not
appropriate to proceed with a prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial
functions very seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to
manage prosecutions brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Itis not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright as
DAFM does not comment in detail on individual cases.

Kind regards,
Anthony Bates

Fress and Information Office

An Roinn Talambhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Department of Aguculture Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12



Agricubture House D02 WK12

F 353 ¢0)1 607 2067

www agneullure gov e

i ]

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 15:13
To: Press Office DAFM < >
Subject:

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify Cyher@agriculture.pov.ie .

Dear John,

I need to follow up on the questions | submitted last week concerning representations received by
the Department of Agriculture about a case involving a farm called Brian Wright of Newbliss, Clones,
Co Monaghan.

Mr Wright was charged with various counts of animal cruelty by the Department by the case was
dropped two weeks ago. | need the Department to comment on the following. | also need to seek
comment on addition questions | am attaching.

1. Did the Department receive any representations from Heather Humphreys in relation to the case?

2. If so, what was the nature of the representation and did it result in the withdrawal of the charges
against Mr Wright.

3. Was the representation taken into consideration before the decision was made to drop the
charges?

4. Did the legal services division of the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges? Or
did another person in the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges?

5. Was the letter received by the Department prompt the decision to withdraw the charges?
You might be aware that Heather Humphreys has acknowledged she delivered a letter about this
case to the Department. | need to ask if this letter was delivered to Minister Creed or a member of

his staff? What happened the letter when it was delivered to the Department?

I would be obliged if you could provide responses to the questions | submitted as soon as possible. If
you have responses to the questions | submitted last week, could you send them onwards?






Press Office DAFM

From: Kelly. Aiden

Sent: Friday 21 February 2020 1159

To: Press Qffica DAFM

Cc: Laffan, Me.

Subject: e
today

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Cleared

Aiden Kelly

Private Secretary to the Secretary General

Ph (01) B072184

Email; aiden.kelly@agriculture.gav.ie

From: Prass Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>
Sent: Friday 21 February 2020 11:49
To: SecGen <SecGen@agriculture.gov.ie>

Cc: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>; Laffan, Meg <Meg.laffan@agriculture.gov.ie>
subie (R SRS

SecGen,
Response helow for your clearance please. Cleared by Martin Blake. Thanks.

Regards,
Anthony

From: Blake, Martin <Mart'n.Blake@asniculture.cov.es
Sent: Friday 21 February 2020 11:36

To: Press Office DAFM <Prezs@agriculiure pov.g>

Cc: SecGen <SecCGen@sericulture pov.ie»; BarryWalsh, Paula <Pzula Bz ryviValshE A >; Bourke,
Deirdre <Deirdre.Bourke@agriculiure.gov.ie>; Murray, SeanM <SeanM Murray®az v ep  e>; joyce, Rita
<Rita.Joyce@agricultura.pov.ig>; Doyle, Rob <Rob.Doyle @ agriculture gav.ie>; Sheahan, Michaal
<Michael.Sheahan@apricultura. pov.ig>; Press Office DAFM <?ress@apriculiure.o >; Kinsella, John

<John Kinsella riculture gov.ig>; OCannell, Eilis <gilis.oconneli@azriculture.eg . 2>

Good with me

Thanks

M

From: Press Office DAFM <Pross@agriculiure.gov e>




Date: 21 February 2020 at 10:52:49 GMT

To: Blake, Martin <Martin.B'aoke@aer culture.govie>

Cc: SecGen <SscGen@apriculiure.gov ie>, BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula BarryWelsh@agriculiure gov.le>, Bourke,
Delrdre <Dzirdre Bourke@asriculiure cov.ie>, Murray, SeanM <52ani Murray@aericulture.pov.le>, Joyce, Rita

<Rita loyce@agriculiurefov.ie, Doyle, Rob <Rob.Dovle@agricultura gov.ie>, Sheahan, Michael
<M:chazl.Sheahan@aenculture gov.ie», Press Office DAFM <Pressi@aariculture.cov.ie», Kinsella, John

<john.Kinsella@agriculiure. gov.ie>, OCannell, Eills <silis.oconneli@zaricultura.gov.ia»
Subject

Martin,

Pls see amended draft reply for clearance;

The latter was received by Departmental officials and was passed directly to the appropriate senior line manager. [t
was not referred to the Minister's Office.

As is normal procedure the relevant policy division, Legal Services division and the relevant local manager wera
involved and consulted at all appropriate stages in relation to this case.

Agds,

Meg

From: Sheahan, Michael </viichael Sheahani@aer culture.zov w>

Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 17:17

To: Press Office DAFM <Pracs@annculiure.fov. i£>

Cc: SecGen <secGen@arriculture.aav.zs>; Blake, Martin <Varun Blake @ azriculiura eov ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula
<Paula BarrvWalsh@aariculture.nov.ie>; Bourke, Delrdre <Deirdre 3purke @arriculiure pov ic>; Murray, SeanM
<Szanit Murravi@asniculture gov.ie>; Joyee, Rita <Rita.Jovea@apriculture pov.ie>; Laffan, Meg

<Mgpa.Laffanf@aericulture.pov.ie>: Doyle, Rob <Rob.Dovle@aarniculture.pov.ied
Subject:

Just to confirm John Kinsella (s ok with the draft respanse.
Others may wish to add/subtract

Ms

From: Sheahan, Michael

Sent Thursday 20 February 2020 16:39

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture rov.ie>; Kinsella, John <jchn Kinsclla@agriculiurs govis»

€c: SecGen <secGen@agriculture eov. e>; Blake, Martin <iariin.Blake@apeculture gov.ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula
<Paula. BarrvWa shilaericuliure gov.ie>; Bourke, Deirdre <Deirdre Bourke @aariculiure. gov.le>; Murray, SeanM
<Seanivt Murray@aariculturg. zov.i2>; Joyee, Rita <Rita.jovce@agniculiure gov.iad; Laffan, Meg

<Mep. Laffan@agnculiure.gov.ie>; Doyle, Rob <Rob.Dovie@aenculture aoy.es
subject QD

Anthony:

| note a number of people are on leave/out of office and | am on leave tomorrow | have put together a first draft of
a response for others to consider- {lohn Kinsella is on leave but | had a brief tel conversation with Brendan Foley in
relation to the third point.)



Tha letter was received in the 5Gs office and passed o the appropriate senior line manager (or consideration.

Asis normal procedure, Legal services within DAFM, the relevant central palicy division, and the relevant local
manager were involved and cansulted at all appropriate stages in relation to this case,
All representations and correspondence received by DAFM are apened, read and dealt with as appropriate.

MS

From: Press Office DAFM <Presgilazricultu e nov o

Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 14:38

Ta: Sheahan, Michael <ivi hael Sheah (@ eoicultae gowes: Kinsela, John <loh Kaspla@onr 1 cope ien
Cc: SecGen <32t nidapn Liture pov i2>; Blake, Martin eMiarun 8lakeiDa=rnculiu 2 pov_ e~ Bar \Wa sh, Paula
cHaul drny B apng Ture oy, Bnurke Geirdre <Deirdre Bourke @ainc  ture gov £, Marray Sea o
<Seantd rduqrav z g ic s povoe>: Whelan, MargaretM <Marearatil Whelan®agrculivre & . a8> ) oyee, =ita

<ta loyee@ajic ¢rlture gy e@>; Forde, Colm <Colm Fg de@apnculture Eovaes, Liffan, Meg
<vlaz Lviranid@sonculiure.poyig>; Doyle, Rob <Rob Doav e@genculture poyaas; Prags Office DAFMS
<Pragi@spr sulture.pov >

By

Dear all,

Another email attached fron-with more questions as follaws re: letter from Minister Humphreys:
* Who was it sent to? Was it sent to the officials involved in the case?

o Can you clarify what branch of the department received the carrespondence?

Kind regards,

Anthony Bales
Pr2ss and Informat.on Ofaze

An Roinn Talambhaiochla, Bis agus Mara
Begantment of Agncultusa, Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochta, Sraid Chull Dara, Baile Atha Chath 2, D02 WK12
Agnculiuie House. Kildare Streed, Dubiin 2, D02 WK 12

T +353 (0)1 3507 2357

www agazullure gove

From: Prass Office DAFM <Press@aariculture gov.ie>
Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 14:35
To! Sheahan, Michael <Michael Sheahan@aegriculiure g2oves; Kinsellg, John <John Kitsella@agnculiure gov.ie»
Cc: SecGen <32cCan@agriculture gov.ie>; Blake, Martin <Maruin Blake@agriculiure.aov iz>; BarryWalsh, Paula
<Paulz BarryWalsh@agriculture. gov ies; Bourka, Beirdra <Deirdre.Bourke@aenculiure.gov iex; Murray, S2antvi
<SeanM Murray@aericulture gov.ie>; Whelan, Margaretv <MareareiM. Whaelan@agriculiure agv.ig>; Joyce, Rita
<Rtz Jovcei@agriculture mov i2>; Forde, Colm <Colm.Forde@agniculture.goy 12>, Press Office DAFM
<Press@agricultura.agy.ie>; Laffan, Meg <Meg Laffan@aecriculture gov.ia>; Doyle, Rob

E}




<fob.Doyle®@aer culturs pov.ies
Sublect (IR A e v e )

importance: High
Dear all,

Please see below new query from—the first question has been answered in a subsequent emall sent to
Journalist at same time this arrived). He's logking for a response ASAP, Thanks.

Kind regards,

Anthony Bates
Press and Information Office

An Roinn Talamhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Department of Agncullure, Food and the Manne

An Teach Talmhaiochla, Sraid Chill Dara, Balle Atha Cliath 2, D02 WK12
Agriculture House, Kildare Streel. Dublin 2. D22 WK12

T +353 {0}1 607 2567
www agrecullur2 gov.ie

From: (R Sy o )
Sent: Thursday 20 February 2020 14:05
To: Press Office DAFM <Pressiapr culturs nov.ie>

Subje

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open attachments
uniess you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious
Emails to Natifv.Cvber@agriculture gov.le .

Dear Anthony,
| need clarification on the following. Was the letter sent to Michael Creed or officials in his office?

Can you also explain why the Department would consider a |etter written by a third party about a case before the
courts?

| understand the legal services divislon at the Department were not consulted about this case?

| need comment on the specific questions as wea are publishing a substantial piece on this case In this weekends
edition.

With thanks

On Thursday, 20 February 2020, Press Office DAFM <Press@aericulture.pov.ie> wrote:

in response to your queries:




A letter addrassed to Minister Humphries (dated January 229 was received in DAFM on 24™ January, and was
passed to the appropriate senior hne manager for consideration. A decision to withdraw the prosecution case
against Mr Wright was relayed (o his legal representatives on 29' fanuary, m advance of the scheduled court case
on Tuasday 4™ February. The Department of Agnculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM]} cannot make the letter
originally provided ta Mimister Humphries publicly available for Data Pratection reasons. However, DAFM can
canfirm that no political representations were made with regard to this case and the decision taken to withdraw
the prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and indswidual
circumstances of this case

It 1s important to clanfy that Prosecutars are not legally compelied to pursue all prosecution cases to a final
conclusion In the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances wherea the facts of a case are such that proceeding
with a prosecution may not be considered desirable, appropriate or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be wathdrawn
for a variety of reasons. For example, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on lega! advice, or as
a result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or because of a
satsfactory reselution of the onginal Issues that were the subject of the prosecutlon ar, where appropriate, on
humanitanan or compassionate grounds. It i1s entirely a matter for DAFM to decide when it 15 and when it is not
appropriate to proceec with a prosecutlon against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial functions very
seripusly and exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage prosecutions brought in the
name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

It is not pessible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright as DAFM does not
commeni in detail on individual cases.

Kind regards,

Anthany Bates
Prass and Informanon Oifice

An Roinn Talamhaochta, Bia ogus Mara
Pepartrnent of Agnculture. Food and tha Manne

An Teach Talmhaiachta, Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Chiath 2, D02 WK12
Agnculture Housa Eildars Stez  Due_ 2, DO2 WKz

T +333 (D)1 507 3567
wyan AQHCUSLIE ACv.IG

oo o e B e S B PR

Sent: Tuesday 18 February 2020 15:13
To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>
Subject:

CAUTION: This Email originated from Qutside of this department. Do not click links ar open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious
Emails to Notifv.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie .

Dear John,

| need to follow up an the questions | submitted last week concerning representations received by the Department
of Agriculture about a case involving a farm called Brian Wright of Newbliss, Clones, Co Monaghan.,



Mr Wright was charged with various counts of animal cruelty by the Department by the case was dropped two
weeks ago. | need the Department to comment on the following. | also need to seek comment on addition
questions | am attaching.

1. Did the Department receive any representations from Heather Humphreys In relation to the case?

2. [f so, what was the nature of the representation and did it resuit in the withdrawal of the charges against Mr
Wright.

3. Was the representation taken into consideration before the decision was made to drop the charges?

4. Did the legal services division of the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges? Or did another
person in the Department make the decision to withdraw the charges?

5. Was the letter received by the Department prampt the decision to withdraw the charges?

You might be aware that Heather Humphreys has acknowledged she delivered a letter about this case to the
Department. | need to ask If this letter was delivered to Minister Creed or a member of his stalf? What happened
the letter when It was delivered to the Department?

| would be obliged If you could provide responses to the questions | submitted as soon as possible. If you have
responses to the questions | submitted last week, could you send them onwards?

"Please consider the environmenl before printing this e-mail®

Thls e-mai and any attachments are conlidential, may be

this e-mail in aror, plaase nolify the sender immediately and do not
use, distribute, store or copy it In any way. Statements or opinions in
this e-mail or any attachment ara thosa of the author and are no
nacessarily agreed or authorised



Press Office DAFM

From: Press Office DAFM

Sant: Monday 24 February 2020 17:24

To: Kilroy, Aine, SecGen

Cc Laffan, Meg, Blake, Martin; Sheahan, Michael, BarryWalsh, Paula, Joyce, Rita; Press
Cftfice DAFM

Subject:

Fram: Kilray, Aine <Alne Kilroy@agriculura gov ie>

Sent: Monday 24 February 2020 15:59

Ta: Press Office DAFM <Press@agriculture.gov.ie>; SecGen <SecGen@agriculture gov.e>

Ce: Laffan, Meg <Meg.Laffan@agriculture.gav.ie>; Blake, Martin <Martin.Blake @agriculture.gov.ie>; Sheahan,
Michael <cMichael Sheahan@agriculture.gov.ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula <Paula BarryWalsh@agriculture.gov.ie>; joyce,

Rita <Rita.Joyce@agriculture.gov.ie>
Subjedb

Cleared at this end, thanks.

From: Press Office DAFM <Press@agricultuie govags

Sent: Monday 24 February 2020 15:51

Ta: Kilroy, Aine <Ainz Kilrcy@apnculture gov.e>; SecGen <3ecGen@agriculiure gOv.1E>

Ce: Laffan, Meg <Mer Laffan@agriculture gov 12>, Press Office DAFM <Prass@aericuliure.gov.ie>; Blake, Martin
<Marun.dlake@aenculture.oov.ie>; Sheahan, Michael eMichael.Sheahan@agriculture gov.ie>; BarryWalsh, Paula
<?aula BarrviAslsh@agniculture aov.ie>; Joyee, Rita <Rita.joyce@agricultura.gov.ie>

Subject
Impartance: High

Aine/SecGen,

Please see request below fron— regarding Minister Humphreys letter to DAFM. The

following text Is a composite of what was cleared and issued t Could you please
confirm your clearance of this text to issue t 1507 Please not deadline of Spm this avening. Thanks.,

Regards,
Anthony

A letter addressed to Minister Humphreys [dated January 22' %) was received in DAFM on 24" January, and was
passed to the appropriate senior line manager for consideration, A decision to withdraw the prosecution case
against Mr Wright was relayed to his legal representatives on 29" January, in advance of the scheduled court case
on Tuesday 4" February. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine {DAFM} cannot make the letter
ariginally provided ta Minister Humphreys publicly available for Data Protection reasons, However, DAFM can
confirm that na political representations were made with regard to this case and the decision taken to withdraw the
prosecution in this case was taken by relevant DAFM Officials having regard to the full and individual circumstancas
of this case. The letter was received by Departmenta| officials and was passed directly to the appropriate senior line
manager. It was not referred to the Minister's Office. As is normal procedure the relevant policy division, Legal
Services division and the relevant local manager were involved and consulted at all appropriate stages in relation to
this case.



it Is important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution cases to 3 final
cenclusion In the courts, Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts of a Case are such that proceeding
with a prosecution may not he considered desirable, appropriate or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn
for a varlety of reasons. For example, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as 3
result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or because of a
satisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the prosecution or, where appropriate, on
humanitarian or compassionata Brounds. It is entirely a matter for DAFM to decide when it Is and when it is not
appropriate to proceed with a prosecution against an individual. DAFM takes its prosecutorial functions very
seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in decliding how best to manage prosecutions brought in the
name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

itis not possible to state matters further or to comment specifically on the case of Mr Wright as DAFM does not
tomment in detail on individual cases.

From§
Sent: Monday 24 February 2020 15:31

To: Press Office DAFM <Press@agniculture pov.ip>
Subje
Impartance: High

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not cfick links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward any suspicious
Emails to Notifv.Cyber@azpricultura.gov.ie .

Hello,
Hope all is well

G

I'm getting in touch in relation to Enterprise Minister Heather Humphries reported intervention in an
alleged case of animal cruelty involving Brian Wright and a report i'm compiling on same for this evening.

I'm seeking the statement the Department has prepared on this case and furnished to other media
organisations, if possible?

I'm working towards a deadline of Spm. Please feel free to contact me on this e-mail or on(IEED o

All the best



