Outcomes from November Roundtable 2014
	No.
	Outcome
	
	Action/Progress

	Price Transparency 

	1. 
	The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine published its Beef Pricewatch app on its website on 03 October 2014. The app gives farmers access to data across 225 different carcase grades and show prices paid for all the different slaughtered in each factory, every week
	
	Implemented in October 2014

	2. 
	Meat Industry Ireland will work with Bord Bia, other agencies and farm organisations to develop a market index, based on the different beef categories on the main markets and channels served by Irish product, with a view to developing a clear understanding of the market place.
	
	Bord Bia updated subsequent Round Tables meetings on the analysis it conducted on this issue.  

	3. 
	Meat Industry Ireland will work with its members to develop a harmonised remittance docket for farmers showing base price, bonuses and any factors contributing to the final price paid in a clear and transparent manner within three months.
	
	Implemented.  A harmonised meat remittance docket was introduced in 2015.

	4. 
	Individual meat processors will pro-actively communicate price signals and market requirements to suppliers as early and as transparently as possible.
	
	Ongoing.


	Weight Specification

	5. 
	Processors will agree not to impose any price penalties on any animals based on weight up to 31st December 2015.  Farmers presenting heavier stock should provide adequate notice to processing plants. 
	
	Implemented 

	6. 
	Teagasc, ICBF and Bord Bia will examine the implications of weight specifications for the profitable production of grass fed beef, particularly for the suckler herd, having regard to market requirements and economic returns for farmers.  
	
	                        Blueprint Papers published in 2015/16.


	Age Specification

	7. 
	Processors and Bord Bia will engage with customers and DAFM will engage as soon as possible with competent authorities in third country markets, with a view to increasing the age spec for premium beef from 30 to 36 months, and report back to the next forum on progress. 

	
	Implemented and on-going. 
DAFM has negotiated an increase in the age restriction from 30 months in relation to a number of third country markets.




	8. 
	Teagasc, ICBF,  Bord Bia, and farm organisations will look at the economics of producing beef sustainably to these age specifications, taking into account factors such as the potential market advantage of grass fed beef and the implications for the grass based system of a 30 month finishing age. 
	
	Implemented. 
Subsequent papers published in 2015/16



	Farm Movements 

	9. 
	The industry and Bord Bia will engage with customers with a view to securing flexibility on the number of movements and length of residency and in this regard to remove any barriers to the movement of cattle through marts pre slaughter and ensure the full payment of the QPS bonus to qualifying animals. There will be a progress report to the first forum in the New Year.

	
	The February 2015 was updated on developments 
by Bord Bia and MII.  


	10. 
	Processors will harmonise the system for counting the four farm residencies for the purposes of determining eligibility for the QPS In spec bonus, to be agreed at the forum;
	
	Implemented. 

Issues were clarified at subsequent Roundtables.



	11. 
	The Department will make any necessary adjustments to its AIM system for this purpose, consistent with statutory and traceability requirements.
	
	Implemented.
AIM database adjusted.

	 QPS


	12. 
	Processors agree that there will be no dual base pricing for steers and heifers in individual processing plants, by breed, age or weight or Quality Assurance status. 
	
	On-going engagement. 

	13. 
	Processors agree to a targeted, cost neutral price incentive for all steers and heifers from Quality Assured farms with effect from 1st January, based on consideration of an appropriate mechanism to be agreed by then.  
	
	On-going engagement.

	14. 
	Immediate engagement under the aegis of the forum will follow to ensure progress in this regard.
	
	On–going engagement.

	15. 
	The QPS system will be reviewed, with the assistance of Teagasc, with a view, in particular, to providing a more simple and transparent system, before the middle of 2015. 
	
	The amendment of the QPS system is a matter for industry. Whilst there have been calls for a review of the QPS system, there has not been unanimity among all parties at the Roundtable. The Department and its agencies remain available to provide technical advice if required. 

	Contracts

	16. 
	Individual processors  will work closely with their supplier base to increase the use of contracts for suppliers, in particular for winter finishers, to provide greater security for the producers of these animals and assurance to processors in relation to supply
	
	On–going engagement.

	Live Exports

	17. 
	DAFM will continue to support and facilitate live exports by inspecting  and approving vessels presenting for inspection for the purposes of transporting live animals overseas;


	
	Implemented.

DAFM continues to prioritise efforts to gain access to new third country markets and to deepen existing markets. DAFM continues to liaise with relevant stakeholders to ensure that the greatest facilitation possible is afforded to livestock exporters with regard to transport and lairage capacity.

	18. 
	DAFM will continue to work to remove any barriers to the traditional trade for fattening and slaughter with Northern Ireland Authorities and UK retailers. 
	
	On-going engagement. 

	 Producer Organisations


	19. 
	All participants in the Round Table endorsed the development of Producer Organisations in the beef sector to re balance negotiating power along the supply chain and to provide greater supply assurance to processors, conscious of the importance of existing market organisations. Having received written submissions, DAFM will work with stakeholders to develop proposals for their recognition in accordance with the provisions of the common Market Organisation Regulation, having regard to the concerns of stakeholders.  

	
	Implemented and on-going. 

SI signed February 2nd 2016. List of approved facilitators published in January 2018. Department has held workshops and consultations with a number interested parties in early 2019.   


	Trim

	20. 
	The Department will strengthen controls around trim in meat plants in accordance with EU Regulations.  
	
	Implemented

	                                                                                                               

	21. 
	The forum recognises the importance of the bull beef market, and will examine all issues relating to bull beef production systems and market demands at its next meeting in January 2015. In that context, any agreed changes in specifications or QA pricing incentives will be adopted without undue delay. 

	
	Implemented


	Forum


	22. 
	The forum will continue to operate and to monitor the implementation of this agreement, deal with any issues arising and ensure that it is fully complied with

	
	On-going 


