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SELECT COMMITTEE ON JOBS, ENTERPRISE AND INNOVATION

Dé Máirt, 23 Bealtaine 2017

Tuesday, 23 May 2017

Tháinig an Roghchoiste le chéile ag 6 p.m.

The Select Committee met at 6 p.m.

Comhaltaí a bhí i láthair / Members present:

Teachtaí Dála / Deputies
Mary Mitchell O’Connor (Minister for Jobs, 

Enterprise and Innovation),
Tom Neville,
Maurice Quinlivan.

I láthair / In attendance: Deputy Alan Kelly.

Teachta / Deputy Mary Butler sa Chathaoir / in the Chair.
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SJEI

Companies (Amendment) Bill 2017 [Seanad]: Committee Stage

Chairman: The committee is in public session.  The meeting has been convened to consider 
Committee Stage of the Companies (Amendment) Bill 2017, which was referred to the Select 
Committee by Order of the Dáil on 11 May 2017 and the Competition (Amendment) Bill 2016, 
which was referred to the Select Committee by Order of the Dáil on 28 February 2017.

I welcome the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor 
and her officials to the meeting.

Before we begin I ask members to please ensure their mobile phones are switched off or 
are in aeroplane mode for the duration of this meeting as they cause interference even in silent 
mode. 

No amendments have been tabled.  It is intended to conclude Committee Stage today.  Is 
that agreed?  Agreed.

Sections 1 and 2 agreed to.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment.

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation  (Deputy  Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
thank the Chairman and the members of the select committee.

Chairman: As the Bill has now completed Committee Stage, it is recommended that mem-
bers submit Report Stage amendments to the Bills Office without delay as the Report Stage may 
be taken at short notice.

Message to Dáil

Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order 90, the following message will be sent to 
the Dáil:

The Select Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation has completed its consider-
ation of the Companies (Amendment) Bill 2017 and has made no amendments thereto.

Sitting suspended at 6.02 p.m. and resumed at 6.03 p.m.

Competition (Amendment) Bill 2016 [Seanad] [Private Members’]: Committee Stage

Chairman: We are now in public session.  We will now commence Committee Stage of the 
Competition (Amendment) Bill 2016.

There are no amendments.  It is intended to conclude Committee Stage today.  Is that agreed?  
Agreed.

Sections 1 to 4, inclusive, agreed to.
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Schedule agreed to.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment.

Chairman: As the Bill has now completed Committee Stage it is recommended that mem-
bers submit Report Stage amendments to the Bills Office without delay as the Report Stage may 
be taken at short notice.

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
specifically thank the Chairman.  I thank the members of the select committee for giving me the 
opportunity to speak on the Private Members’ Bill.  This Bill was brought forward by Senator 
Ivana Bacik.  It is a fine balance in meeting the stated objective underpinning it, while at the 
same time remaining consistent with competition law.

Deputy  Alan Kelly: I thank the Chairman for facilitating me.  This is a very important Bill 
for the Labour Party.  As the Minister knows, the originator of this Bill was the current Presi-
dent.  It was Michael D. Higgins who initiated the original version of this Bill.  It goes back a 
while.  The spirit of the Bill, with which we all agree, is very important for the people who are 
affected and the Bill allows them to collectively bargain in respect of their employment, be they 
musicians, actors, journalists.  It does have a dramatic impact.

I thank the Minister, Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor for supporting this Bill and bringing 
it through in a speedy fashion.  May I ask that she uses her influence to see if we could get this 
Bill to Report and Final Stages next week?  If the Minister could facilitate the passage of the 
Bill, it would mean the Bill could be concluded.  As she has seen it could go through quickly.  
The Labour Party Whip has had discussions with the Chief Whip who suggested that she could 
facilitate us if the passage of the Bill would take less than an hour.  I would appreciate if the 
Minister could use her office to do that.

Deputy  Mary Mitchell O’Connor: We have been in touch with the Chief Whip and I hope 
we will be able to take it next week.  I want to thank my two officials who worked to get this 
Bill through and to get it done as quickly as possible.

Chairman: I thank the Minister.  That concludes today’s select committee meeting.  I thank 
Deputy Alan Kelly, the Minister, Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor and her officials for attend-
ing today’s meeting.  I remind members that as Report Stage may be ordered at short notice, it 
is recommended that Report Stage amendments, if any, be submitted to the Bills Office as soon 
as possible.

Message to Dáil

Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order 90, the following message will be sent to 
the Dáil:

The Select Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation has completed its consider-
ation of the Competition (Amendment) Bill 2016 and has made no amendments thereto.

The select committee adjourned at 6.10 p.m. until 2 p.m. on Thursday, 15 June 2017.


