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Chuaigh an Leas-Chathaoirleach i gceannas ar 10�30 a�m�

Machnamh agus Paidir.
Reflection and Prayer.

31/03/2022A00100Gnó an tSeanaid - Business of Seanad

31/03/2022A00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Maidin mhaith daoibh go léir agus déanfaimid iarracht tosú 
anois�  Is féidir liom tosú leis na fógraí cé go bhfuil mé ag fanacht ar an Aire Stáit�

I have received notice from Senator Maria Byrne that, on the motion for the Commence-
ment of the House today, she proposes to raise the following matter:

The need for the Minister of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to make a statement on 
his Department’s progress in reducing the climate footprint and making Irish agriculture 
climate resilient�

I have also received notice from Senator Róisín Garvey of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to outline what 
measures he intends to take to improve transparency, public participation and accountability 
in local authorities�

I have also received notice from Senator Paul Gavan of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Health to make a statement on the review of orthodontic 
services�

I have also received notice from Senator Malcolm Byrne of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Health to provide an update on the national children’s hos-
pital, including costs to date and the planned opening date�

I have also received notice from Senator Garret Ahearn of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Education to provide an update on the building project for 
Kilsheelan National School, Clonmel, County Tipperary�
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I have also received notice from Senator Aidan Davitt of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Transport to make a statement on National Car Test, NCT, 
testing�  

I have also received notice from Senator Emer Currie of the following matter:

The need for the Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works to 
provide an update on the Phoenix Park parking strategy recommended in the Phoenix Park: 
Transport and Mobility Options study�

I have also received notice from Senator Lynn Boylan of the following matter:

The need for the Minister of State with responsibility for heritage and electoral reform 
to make a statement on plans for bogs in the mid-Shannon area and how this correlates with 
the national peatland strategy�

Of the matters raised by the Senators suitable for discussion, the Cathaoirleach has selected 
Senators Maria Byrne, Garvey, Gavan and Malcolm Byrne and they will be taken now�  The 
Cathaoirleach regrets that he had to rule out of order the matter raised by Senator Davitt on the 
ground that the Minister has no official responsibility in this area.  The other Senators may give 
notice on another day of the matters that they wish to raise�

31/03/2022A00300Nithe i dtosach suíonna - Commencement Matters

31/03/2022A00350Climate Action Plan

31/03/2022A00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: At the outset I welcome our old colleague and friend, the Min-
ister of State, Deputy Feighan, here to the Seanad who, thank God, has gone on to greener 
pastures�

31/03/2022A00500Senator  Maria Byrne: I thank the Leas-Chathaoirleach very much indeed�  The Minister 
of State is very welcome and I thank him for coming here to debate this all-important topic�

We are all concerned about climate but one thing that I am very concerned about and on 
which I am hearing from some farmers is that they are looking for a clear pathway as to what 
supports and grants are available to them in respect of climate resilience�  Farmers have been 
through a turbulent time between Covid-19, Brexit prior to that, and now with the crisis and war 
between Russia and Ukraine�  They have had to deal with a great deal in recent years�  

 My concern is to ask the Minister of State to outline, first, what supports are being put in 
place.  On the different grants and supports, will there be a go-to person like a one-stop-shop, 
where farmers can go for support and to ask questions?  One size does not fit all when it comes 
to farming because there are big and small firms.  The grants and supports and any directives 
that are coming have to be tailored to meet the needs of the farm�  
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While I know that this cannot be done on an individual basis, there needs to be separate 
criteria for smaller farmers compared with the larger farmers�  Sometimes the larger farmers 
may have the resources and it may be easier for them to carry out the necessary works whereas 
some of the smaller farmers are under a great deal of financial pressure.  This is something that 
certainly needs to be highlighted�  

I am interested then in hearing what supports and measures are being put in place to sup-
port farmers, be they small or large, and whether there will be a one-stop-shop�  At this time, 
especially, they need our support more than ever.  I know that Teagasc and the different farm 
advisory groups are carrying out very important work but there has to be an open door of com-
munication with the Irish Farmers Association, IFA, and the Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers As-
sociation, ICMSA, also�  I thank the Minister of State and look forward to hearing his response�

31/03/2022A00600Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy  Frankie Feighan): I thank the 
Leas-Chathaoirleach and Senator Maria Byrne for raising this very important issue�

The Climate Action Plan 2021 commits the agriculture sector to reducing its emissions by 
between 21% and 30%, which is a doubling of commitment based on the Climate Action Plan 
2019�  This means agriculture emissions are to reduce to between 16 million to 18 million 
tonnes in 2030, which is an absolute reduction of between 5 million and 7 million tonnes�  The 
sector will also contribute additionally through reducing land-based emissions, through better 
managing our soils and, in particular, peat soils�  The focus over the next decade will be on a 
significant cut in chemical nitrogen use, by making better use of organic manures and transi-
tioning to clover and multispecies swards�  The sector will also transition away from the use 
of use of calcium ammonium nitrate and will use protected urea as its main source of chemical 
fertiliser�  This will help reduce absolute farm emissions�  The beef sector will need to transi-
tion to a system that reduces the average finishing age from the current 27-month average to 24 
months�  This will reduce absolute methane emissions on farms�

While existing measures and technologies will bring agriculture very close to the upper end 
of its proposed agreed range, new technologies or some diversification will be needed.  While 
the sector broadly will be able to maintain agricultural output in our beef and dairy sectors, it is 
clear that emissions from the dairy sector present a significant challenge.  The objective of the 
recently convened Food Vision 2030 dairy group is to consider how best to stabilise and then 
reduce emissions from the dairy sector to ensure that the overall sector’s climate targets remain 
within reach�

The Common Agricultural Policy strategic plan, CSP, for 2023 to 2027 will be an important 
delivery mechanism to achieve our climate ambition�  The environmental and climate ambition 
within the CSP will be aligned to the new green architecture of the Common Agricultural Poli-
cy, CAP�  This will operate across both pillars of CAP expenditure to achieve a coherent overall 
approach�  A huge increase in funding for a CAP strategic plan will support farm incomes, while 
significantly increasing environmental ambition.  A total expenditure under the plan to €9.83 
billion by the end of 2027 is planned�  This is a clear example of our desire to support our farm-
ers and the tremendous work that they do�

 Critical to reducing the climate footprint of Irish agriculture is the role of research, inno-
vation and knowledge exchange�  The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine funds 
research in this area through national and international competitive funding mechanisms that 
over the past six years have allocated up to €30 million on climate, greenhouse gas, GHG, 
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emission mitigation and climate-related co-benefit research.  Coupled to this is the grant-in-aid 
to Teagasc, such as the €147 million provided in 2021, which is directed towards research and 
farm advisory activities related to climate-smart and sustainable agriculture�

Examples of projects funded by the Department which will feed into knowledge and strate-
gies to reduce farm carbon footprints include Farm-Carbon, which is exploring the contribution 
of on-farm hedgerows and non-forest woodland to carbon stocks in agricultural landscapes, or 
SmartGrass and SmartSward, which recently researched multispecies swards and also served 
to inform the recently announced multispecies sward measure as part of a support package to 
farmers worth €12 million.  

The Senator also talked about having a go-to person or a one-stop shop�  I will bring those 
views back to the Minister�

31/03/2022B00200Senator  Maria Byrne: I know it is not the Minister of State’s Department and I appreciate 
the fact that there is grant aid being provided�  However, I would like to see a greater variety 
of grant aid�  Supports need to be put in place�  The Minister of State spoke of the 2030 food 
strategy group that has been set up�  Ireland is at a crisis in terms of our grain and feed suppliers�  
Farmers have been encouraged to actually plant grain, which is a thing they have not done in 
many years, certainly in large quantities�  I would like to see supports being mentioned around 
that whole area because there will be a shortage to do with the food supply chain and it is a 
key area that needs to be looked at�  Perhaps the Minister of State can bring that back as well 
because these are very important things�

There is a fear factor with the farmers�  I understand that Teagasc is doing a great job and ev-
erything and the grant of €147 million provided in 2021 is to be welcomed, and I am sure there 
will be an even greater fund in 2022 with all that farmers are going through, but there probably 
needs to be more co-operation and reaching out to farmers of all sizes, from the small to larger 
farmers.  While they want to work with us, the Minister of State and the Department, there is a 
fear factor.  We need to allay those fears because they are part of our culture.

31/03/2022B00300Deputy  Frankie Feighan: I thank the Senator for raising this very important issue again�  
She talked about the food supply chain and how farmers are concerned.  We need to keep the 
lines of communication from all various Departments open�  Our climate is changing and these 
changes are affecting our agricultural sector.  The sector is committed to sustainable develop-
ment and it fully recognises that to be sustainable, it must be climate-resilient.  We must con-
tinue to adapt and plan�  The Department is working with all the various stakeholders in these 
sectoral policies�

The Senator is right that in Food Vision 2030, the new forest strategy will also consider the 
important role forests play in climate change mitigation and adaption�  There are many syner-
gies between adaptation and mitigation actions, which is particularly true for the agricultural 
sector�  Climate action is a two-sided coin, with mitigation on one side and adaptation on the 
other�  To be resilient, both need to be integrated�

The Senator made a very important point that we probably need a go-to person�  Teagasc and 
all the various organisations are working extremely hard, but perhaps a one-stop shop where 
one can deal with all these issues would be good�  I thank the Senator again for raising this�
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31/03/2022B00350Local Authorities

31/03/2022B00400Senator  Róisín Garvey: I thank the Minister of State for coming in�  I know it is not exact-
ly his role, but I suppose he is here to bring the message back�  I will not attack him personally�

The recently-broadcast television programme highlighting the lack of transparency in lo-
cal authorities was shocking�  It must be frustrating for the people of Ireland, whose only say 
in local authorities is voting for their local county councillor, because there is this other tier in 
the council, removed from the public representatives, that has been put there by people who 
were not chosen by the people, yet who are there to run the county for the people of the county�  
We need to look at that and see what we can do to improve it to give people faith in their local 
civil servants and make sure there is a bridge between people on the ground in their communi-
ties who know what is needed and wanted and the people making the decisions on how money 
should be spent and what the priorities are in the county�  

I would be interested to hear if, even if there was no “RTÉ Investigates” report, this is 
something perhaps that the Minister was looking at anyway�  I know there has been work and 
discussions on looking at local authorities and how they operate and their decision-making�  It 
is not clear from local authority to local authority what the decision-making process is.  Who 
gets to decide the county’s priority?  Is it this one golden egg that will make the council a load 
of money in one place, is it coming from the communities themselves, saying what they need 
and want, is it just based on Fáilte Ireland giving local authorities money for a certain project 
so that is what they will do, or is it the case where there is money for something so that is what 
they will do?  

We have public participation network, PPNs, that I would love seeing more of because 
they bring in people from communities into the council�  I do not know how valued they are in 
their respective local authorities�  I cannot criticise any or all local authorities because there is 
no consistency�  If there is no consistency, that should be based on the fact that they represent 
the people of that county�  That is only reason there should be inconsistencies, otherwise there 
should be good community development workers in each county who reach out to communi-
ties, listen to what is needed by them, and then bring that back into the local authority, with that 
then becoming a priority for the local authority�

Some counties have a climate, biodiversity, heritage or sustainable transport officers, and 
some have none of those�  Some have them but do not really value them�  The inconsistency 
across the State is quite worrying in some ways because, at the end of the day, local authorities 
have much responsibility�  They are the closest to the people who live in our societies and have 
opinions and desires�

We need to look at the fact there is no participation in how the budget is spent because it is 
decided behind closed doors�  There is no democratic participation�  Live streaming of council 
meetings is hit and miss - some do it and some will never do it.  Why is that not par for the 
course?  With live streaming, there is nothing to hide.  We have to look at democratising local 
government a lot more�

Even with regard to the PPNs, with the best will in the world, they are not given much of 
a platform and many community groups are not engaged with them either�  I would love to 
see community development workers going out to communities and holding public meetings�  
There is this fear of holding public meetings.  We used to be great for public meetings long ago 
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and it was the best thing.  Yes, there was war and there were fights, but maybe it is okay to ex-
press ourselves�  Sometimes all people want is to be listened to, and they can then accept that, 
for the community as a whole, this is a more important thing�  However, we cannot be dictated 
to by where the funding is or what some random individual in one local authority has as a prior-
ity for themselves and their mission.  We need to see consistency in representation.

It is hard for the councillors in some ways because they are picked by the people so it is all 
their fault if something is not happening�  However, they are not the big decision-makers in the 
local authorities and we know that�  It would be good to see us looking at how we can make peo-
ple have more faith in local authority decision-making and at how the councillors themselves 
can be more involved�  That would be more democratic and more inclusive and would mean 
communities are being listened to and are influencing the decisions made by local authorities.

31/03/2022C00200Deputy  Frankie Feighan: I thank Senator Garvey for raising a very important issue and 
a very important point�  I was a member of Roscommon County Council from 1999 to 2003, 
before the dual mandate ended�  The dual mandate change had a purpose because we were in 
Dublin trying to be at all of the various meetings, from the county enterprise board to the voca-
tional education committee, VEC, to the regional authorities, and it simply was not sustainable�  
However, the current system does lose that kind of work on the ground, which is where the local 
authority members are very important�  They get elected by the community and they work with 
all of the various communities�

The Senator rightly referred to the PPN�  I did not realise the nature of the responsibilities 
and the work schedule�  If people are elected to the local authority, they have a responsibility 
and, while I will not call it power, they have a workload to deliver for their community but also 
for the county and the country�  Senator Garvey also talked about the live streaming of council 
meetings, which some councils do, and it is open and transparent�

The “RTÉ Investigates” programme was critical of the level of accountability and transpar-
ency within the local government system, citing a number of specific cases in local authorities 
to back up its claims.  It is somewhat ironic that, in doing so, RTÉ relied to a significant extent 
on the work and findings of the Local Government Audit Service, LGAS.  In fact, the major-
ity of the cases highlighted in the programme were taken from LGAS audit reports, which are 
published annually, and management letters issued to local authorities in the course of the an-
nual audit�  The reporting of these audit issues illustrates the positive impact the LGAS has on 
systems and procedures in local authorities�

The programme also highlighted instances where disciplinary proceedings were pursued by 
local authorities against members of staff and reports referred to An Garda Síochána for investi-
gation�  It is correct that details of such cases would not be put in the public domain for reasons 
of natural justice, but also in case doing so would prejudice the Garda investigation�

It is important to bear in mind that local authorities are entirely independent corporate enti-
ties�  They have a constitutional basis, and Article 28A of the Constitution recognises the role 
of local government in providing a forum for the democratic representation of communities and 
in exercising and performing powers conferred by law�  Like the board of directors of a public 
company, an elected council’s key role is the governance and oversight of their local authority, 
including in regard to audit practices and holding the chief executive and his or her officials to 
account�  These functions are set down in law�  Elected councils and councillors take this over-
sight and governance role very seriously�  The Association of Irish Local Government, AILG, 
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and local authorities work hard to ensure that councillors are equipped and trained to fulfil this 
vital role�  Some of the cases highlighted by RTÉ were debated and agreed by majority resolu-
tion of the elected council�  In those cases, this was the appropriate forum for those issues to be 
addressed�

We should recognise that the Local Government Reform Act 2014 introduced significant 
improvements in local government accountability arrangements and further strengthened gov-
ernance in local authorities�  The Act reinforced the operation of audit committees in local 
authorities and established the National Oversight and Audit Commission, NOAC�  Audit com-
mittees review financial and budgetary reporting practices and procedures within the local au-
thority.  They also review any audited financial statement, auditor’s report or auditor’s special 
report in regard to the local authority and assess actions taken by the chief executive in response�  
The NOAC is the national independent oversight body for the local government sector�  The 
NOAC’s functions cover all local authority activities and involve the scrutiny of performance 
generally and financial performance specifically, as well as supporting best practice.  Both the 
NOAC and the Local Government Audit Service have had periodic attendance at the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage�

31/03/2022C00300Senator  Róisín Garvey: I thank the Minister of State for his response�  It is great that he 
acknowledged the Local Government Audit Service but, first, who knew that was even there 
and, second, who has time to check it up?  We do not want to create a way of keeping an eye on 
the local authority.  It is not like that.  What we need is for people to have trust in the local au-
thority in order that they do not have to find time to check the auditing services to see what they 
are up to�  For me, what is important is that we know what local authorities are doing�  I am not 
criticising Clare County Council, which does a lot of good work, as do many local authorities, 
but we need people to feel that those working in the local authorities, especially the decision-
makers at the top, are doing so with the will of the people�  That is their job�  They are civil 
servants and they are there to serve civil society�  It is a matter of seeing how that is happening 
and how the decision-making is being done�  This is to make sure they represent what people’s 
needs and wants are in the locality, as opposed to them spending €7.8 million on this one thing 
they have decided will make them a load of money, while people are trying to campaign for 
one pedestrian crossing, one public seat or one playground.  Surely that kind of stuff should be 
standard and expected of the local authorities�

31/03/2022C00400Deputy  Frankie Feighan: As we look to the future, there are a number of important 
local government reforms and policy initiatives under way which will further enhance local 
democracy and accountability�  During the summer session, the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage expects to publish a Bill providing for a directly-elected mayor with 
executive functions for Limerick City and County Council�  The Bill will also provide for the 
possibility of plebiscites on directly-elected mayors with executive functions in other local 
authorities�  The Dublin Citizens’ Assembly, which is to consider the type of directly-elected 
mayor and local government structures best suited for Dublin, will begin its work in April�  In 
2021, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage commenced a review of 
Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local Government in order to assess 
the implementation of the 2014 reforms across the local government sector�  An assessment of 
municipal districts to determine the improvements required to enhance their operation is also 
under way�

I thank Senator Garvey for raising this issue�  Councils and councillors take oversight issues 
very seriously�  I understand that, over the years, the Association of Irish Local Government has 
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been working hard to ensure that councillors are equipped and trained to fulfil this vital role.

31/03/2022C00450Dental Services

31/03/2022C00500Senator  Paul Gavan: It is always good to see the Minister of State�  I need to bring him 
back to the 1990s, when a number of what were known as regional orthodontic units were set 
up around the country to treat children who needed dental work on public waiting lists�  At the 
time, waiting lists were very long but, within a few years, the regional units proved very suc-
cessful at reducing waiting times�  In fact, in Dublin and the mid-Leinster area, we understand 
waiting lists were more than halved from 18,000 children to approximately 6,000 children�  All 
of that changed when, in the late 1990s, support for the regional orthodontic units was with-
drawn.  As a result, the units ran into trouble and, in effect, began to collapse.

The regional orthodontic units in Dublin and the mid-Leinster area were particularly af-
fected and the knock-on effect was that up to 9,000 children were left stranded mid-treatment.  
Many of them were still wearing orthodontic appliances, meaning some suffered irreversible 
damage�  The situation deteriorated so much that some parents staged sit-ins in dental clinics 
as they desperately tried to get treatment for their children�  In particular, an orthodontist, Ted 
McNamara, expressed serious concern in regard to what was happening�  The HSE appointed 
two people to investigate - Professor Richmond from Cardiff and Professor Bearn from Dundee 
– and they reported back to the HSE in 2015�  However, four years later the report had still not 
been published�

11 o’clock

In 2019, the issue was highlighted by an RTÉ “Prime Time” programme.  We know the 
medical files of more than 7,500 children were reviewed as part of a large-scale audit by the 
HSE following these allegations�

  When regional orthodontic units were practically abandoned back then, many children 
were left with orthodontic appliances in for far too long�  They were left stranded and without 
care and, in some cases, were left with irreversible damage�  Some of these children were left 
with pain, as well as distortion of the teeth much worse than they had before they started treat-
ment�

  However, the original damning report that was given to the HSE in 2015, seven years ago, 
has still not been published.  We know the audit of these files has been completed but there is 
still no publication.  Will the report be published soon, even in redacted form if necessary?  In 
the seven years we have been awaiting publication of that report, what has changed to prevent 
further damage being done and to ensure the best standards of practice are being maintained 
by practitioners in the profession, particularly those in the public service?  What changes to 
the orthodontic teaching, training and monitoring of practice are in place?  Why might Ted 
McNamara and some of his orthodontist colleagues be feeling that they have been ignored and 
undermined?

  Some orthodontists claimed the recruitment process was rife with nepotism and that some 
professionals lacked the proper postgraduate qualifications.  It would be helpful to know what is 
being done to increase the availability of orthodontic treatment in the public sector for children 
who need these services, because it appears the system supports the private model of provision 
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of orthodontic services rather than encouraging a better service for the public sector�

  I cannot help but mention the crisis in wider dental care for children, especially those who 
rely on the public system.  We need drastic changes to help stop dentists leaving the medical 
card scheme.  I presume this has a direct effect on the orthodontist service as well.  There has 
been a lot of concern for a long time in respect of the delivery of orthodontic services�  Have 
lessons been learned from this scandal or is it just business as usual and let the report be buried?

  I hope that when the Minister of State responds he will not try to defend the indefensible�  
This report should have been published�  The public have a right to know�  This was an outra-
geous scandal�  It has been buried by the HSE for the past seven years�  I look forward to a 
positive response�

31/03/2022D00200Deputy  Frankie Feighan: I thank Senator Gavan for raising this issue and giving me the 
opportunity to address the orthodontic look-back review�  As he stated, in 2015 a review re-
port was commissioned by the HSE following receipt of a statement of concern relating to an 
orthodontic service serving the greater Dublin area between 1992 and 2002�  This review was, 
in fact, a scoping report commissioned to advise the HSE on what action should be taken to 
determine if there was a risk of harm to patients in this case�  The 2015 report did not include a 
review of patient records for the period and so, understandably, reliable conclusions could not 
be drawn at the time in respect of potential patient harm�

Following receipt of that report, the HSE initiated a comprehensive audit of more than 7,500 
patient files available from that period.  Due to the scale of the audit and the requirements for 
specialist staff and resources, the timeline was protracted.  While the HSE regrets that this work 
has taken so long to progress, its priority all times has been for a robust audit on which to base 
any further action required.  The audit and clinical review of relevant patient files from the pe-
riod was completed in 2020�

As a result of this complex and large-scale audit, it was found that 16 of more than 7,500 
records reviewed by clinicians did not include a documented endpoint to the patient’s treatment 
with braces.  The HSE has issued correspondence to all of the patients identified as requiring 
recall and the process of engagement with them is ongoing�  The timeline for review prioritises 
affording patients time to engage with the HSE at their own pace and in the context of the 
overall Covid-19 restrictions�  The HSE advises that a draft report has been submitted to the 
commissioner, the HSE national director of community operations�  Once the commissioner has 
accepted the report and the patients have been engaged with and given a copy, the report will be 
made available to stakeholders�  

The Senator referred to Ted McNamara in the context of the report�  To me, seven years is 
far too long, Covid-19 notwithstanding�  I hope the report will be made available to stakehold-
ers as quickly as possible�  I will follow this up within the Department but, to me, seven years 
is a simply unacceptable timeline�

31/03/2022D00300Senator  Paul Gavan: I thank the Minister of State for putting on record that he will chase 
this up.  That is very welcome because I understand that, as RTÉ confirmed in its report in 2019, 
the two UK experts who were engaged to do the report secured assurances that it would be 
published�  Unfortunately, those assurances have been reneged on by the HSE�  As the Minister 
of State noted, it is completely unacceptable�  I am placing my faith in the Minister of State 
because the scripted response he was handed by his colleagues in the Department does not give 



Seanad Éireann

160

me reassurance�  I want to be clear on that�  His scripted response states that the report will be 
made available to stakeholders�  That is not the same as it being published�  It does not give 
any timeline.  As the Minister of State pointed out, a wait of seven years is outrageous.  We are 
all accustomed to the fact that the HSE has a culture of burying bad news and not being open 
and transparent.  That is what has led to so many problems within the health system.  We need 
a commitment from the Minister of State that the report will be published, not at some distant 
point but in the coming months�  I ask him to deliver on that�

31/03/2022D00400Deputy  Frankie Feighan: I thank the Senator�  I will raise the issue with the Minister, 
Deputy Stephen Donnelly, and will look for assurances and a commitment to a timeline�  Once 
again, I assure the House that the HSE has conducted a thorough audit that involved the use of 
specialist staff over a protracted period and a review of more than 7,500 patient files.  The focus 
of the HSE has been on reviewing patient safety in line with its policy, including its incident 
management framework 2020 and predecessor frameworks, as well as international patient 
safety practice.  While it is regrettable that this work has taken so long to progress, the priority 
of the HSE at all times has been for a robust audit on which to base any further action required�  
I look forward to the completion of the report, which will be provided to patients and stakehold-
ers�  It is regrettable that it has taken so long�  To me, seven years is quite a long time for people 
to wait, particularly in the context of assurances to those who carried out the report that it would 
be finalised.  I will raise the issue with the Minister and try to get a response for the Senator.

31/03/2022D00450National Children’s Hospital

31/03/2022D00500Senator  Malcolm Byrne: Cuirim fáilte roimh an Aire Stáit�  I am particularly glad he is 
here because I know he is a straight talker and will be clear in his answers�  In many ways, the 
issue I raise today is a quite straightforward question but it is one about which the entire coun-
try has a concern�  I ask him to outline the progress on the building of the national children’s 
hospital, the costs to date, the anticipated costs and, most important, the planned opening date�

I noticed that in responding on the previous Commencement matter, he observed that seven 
years is a long time�  As he is aware, the planning and development of the national children’s 
hospital has been going on for more than two decades�  Planning permission for the site at St� 
James’s Hospital was secured in 2016.  From an initial budget of €983 million in 2017, the 
budget has grown to €1.7 billion.  How much has been spent?  What do the Minister of State, 
the Department and the HSE anticipate will be the final budget before the hospital is open?  The 
most recent opening date we have been given is the second half of 2024�

As I am sure the Minister of State is aware, there are significant concerns in respect of infla-
tion of construction costs and the shortage of labour, the impact that will have and if it has been 
factored in.  This is something the entire country wants.  We need a national children’s hospital 
with core specialties and the best possible staff in the world to look after sick children.  Every-
body wants to see it happen�  The Minister of State will appreciate that there is real frustration 
on the part of the public around some of the capital projects and this one, which is almost a 
signature capital project, has seen costs appearing to rise and rise again�  There does not seem to 
be a sufficient level of accountability around those rising costs and we, as taxpayers, are picking 
them up.  It is not even certain when the hospital will finally be completed.

It is important, not just today but on a regular basis, that the public be informed about what 
is happening with this really important capital project�  The Minister of State should be able to 
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provide assurances that there are sufficient levels of project and capital management to ensure 
the budgets are being kept on as tight a rein as possible�  The Minister of States knows that one 
of the difficulties when it comes to major capital projects is that there is often a suspicion that 
the Government is not controlling expenditure and these costs spiral as a result�  Everybody ex-
pects that the €1.7 billion will be exceeded, but I would be particularly grateful if the Minister 
of State could provide some clarity on the matter�

31/03/2022E00200Deputy  Frankie Feighan: I thank the Senator for raising this matter and giving me the op-
portunity to provide an update on progress to date on the new children’s hospital�  The hospital 
project includes the main hospital on a shared campus at St� James’s Hospital, the outpatient 
and urgent care centre at Connolly Hospital Blanchardstown and the outpatient and emergency 
care centre at Tallaght University Hospital�  In November 2021, the Minister opened the paedi-
atric outpatient and emergency care centre in Tallaght, which will accommodate up to 17,000 
outpatients and 25,000 emergency care patients per year�  It is the second major milestone de-
livered on the national children’s hospital project after the facility at Connolly Hospital opened 
in July 2019�  In 2021, over 13,000 outpatients attended at Connolly and over 11,000 patients 
attended for urgent care�  More than 95% of those presenting for urgent care could go home 
after treatment and waiting lists for general paediatric procedures reduced significantly within 
a year of the facility’s opening�

I acknowledge that the national children’s hospital project has had its difficulties and de-
lays�  It is important to acknowledge the great progress also being made at the main building at 
the St. James’s campus.  In 2021 the building was topped out to its highest level and the final 
significant concrete pours were made.  The stone and glazed facade is now largely complete 
and sections of external scaffolding are now being taken down to reveal the fantastic structure.  
Internal fitting out of all clinical areas is now under way.  The building was also recently con-
nected to the ESB network, which is another important project milestone�

Nevertheless, this remains a complex project with more than 40,000 activities detailed in the 
contractor’s programme to complete the over 6,000 room spaces in the new hospital�  The capi-
tal budget approved by the Government for the new children’s hospital is €1.433 billion.  There 
are a number of items not included in this investment figure as there was no price certainty for 
them, and these include construction inflation greater than 4% and the impact of Covid-19.  The 
capital budget has not been depleted, with just over €960 million drawn down to date.  In addi-
tion to the capital project, there is a broader programme of activity, including new information 
and communications technology and electronic health record development and integration and 
transfer of the services of the three children’s hospitals to the new sites�  That will bring about 
a total overall programme cost of €1.73 billion.

The contractor’s schedule suggests substantial completion can be achieved by December 
2023�  This could allow the hospital to open in the second half of 2024 after the necessary 
commissioning period�  The development board and contractor are working to do everything 
they can to ensure this new substantial completion date and opening can be met�  However, 
there remains external risks to this project, as with many other construction projects, arising 
from Brexit, the pandemic and global supply chain difficulties.  The invasion of Ukraine will 
undoubtedly have compounded such issues�  As delays are the biggest contributors to cost, 
everything possible is being done to ensure the project can be completed as soon as possible�

31/03/2022E00300Senator Malcolm Byrne: I thank the Minister of State�  I appreciate that there will always 
be external factors that will have an impact but many of the factors contributing to the cost 



Seanad Éireann

162

spiral happened prior to Covid-19 and the invasion of Ukraine�  I am assured by the Minister of 
State’s comments that the building will be substantially completed by the end of 2023 and that 
we will have an opening date in 2024.  He indicated to me that the overall and final cost should 
be of the order of €1.73 billion.  I assume some of the costs mentioned relating to construction 
inflation and so on have been factored in.  Is the Minister of State confident in saying that the 
final cost will not exceed that €1.73 billion and that we will definitely have the building open 
in 2024?

31/03/2022E00400Deputy  Frankie Feighan: Again, I thank the Senator for raising this matter�  It is a great 
opportunity to provide an update on the new children’s hospital, progress on site and the posi-
tive impact the new facilities are already having on our young people, their families and our 
healthcare professionals�

I acknowledge that the national children’s hospital project has had its difficulties and delays.  
It is an extremely ambitious and complex project, and it is important to acknowledge the great 
progress that has been made�  It is very apparent from the outside but internally we have dis-
cernible rooms at various stages of progression and over 26 km of internal walls were installed 
in 2021�  I know the development board is once again facilitating site visits and I strongly en-
courage Senators and other politicians to take the opportunity to visit the site if they have not 
already done so�

We have a timeline for substantial completion by the contractor of December 2023, to open 
in 2024 following a commissioning period�  The development board will continue to work to 
ensure that the contractor meets its own commitments�

31/03/2022E00500Acting Chairperson (Senator Róisín Garvey): I thank the Minister of State for his time�  
He was in the hot seat today�  He is great and is always coming to the Seanad�  Fair play to him�  
We really appreciate that because it can be hard to get Ministers to spare the time to come here.

  Cuireadh an Seanad ar fionraí ar 11.17 a.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar méan lae.

Sitting suspended at 11.17 a.m. and resumed at 12 noon.

31/03/2022K00100An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

31/03/2022K00200Senator  Regina Doherty: The Order of Business is No� 1, Consumer Protection (Regula-
tion of Retail Credit and Credit Servicing Firms) Bill 2021 - Committee and Remaining Stages, 
to be taken at 1�15 p�m�

31/03/2022K00300Senator  Timmy Dooley: The Leader will be well aware that in recent days a number of our 
utility companies have outlined their intention to increase significantly the charges for electric-
ity.  We all know that the context for this is the very significant increase in wholesale fuel prices.  
Most of our electricity is guided by the price of gas and the cost of a therm of gas has gone 
from 60p prior to the Covid-19 pandemic to approximately £2�30 on the international trading 
market.  That is a very significant increase, so there is a clear context or reason for electricity 
prices increasing�

However, I am concerned about the fact that the fixed standing charge is being increased as 
well�  I note from Electric Ireland that it is increasing its standing charge by 36% and Bord Gáis 
is increasing its standing charge by 43%.  The standing charge is a fixed amount that is added to 
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the top of one’s tariff rate to cover the energy supplier’s fixed costs.  That is the cost of paying 
for delivering the gas to the home�  To some extent it is understandable that this might increase 
in line with inflation, but inflation is expected to reach 8.5% this year.  I do not understand why 
the fixed charge in Electric Ireland has gone up by 36% and by 43% in Bord Gáis when infla-
tion is only pegged at 8�5%�  I am somewhat concerned that the electricity supply companies 
are using the massive increase in the wholesale price of gas, and we see it fluctuating daily, to 
justify their increase in the overall cost to the consumer.  There is a justifiable increase in the 
cost to the consumer but it relates to the cost of gas, not the cost of delivery�

Perhaps the Leader might arrange for a debate in the House or she could write to the Min-
ister and ask that the matter be referred to the Commission for Regulation of Utilities�  As with 
lots of other companies, when everything gets out of control there are opportunities to slip in 
additional charges and costs, which are not to the benefit of the Irish consumer.  We are aware of 
the pain and suffering people will go through with the increases in the cost of living as a result 
of the supply chain issues due to Covid-19 followed immediately by the impact of the crisis 
fallout from the war.  We must ensure that people are protected to the greatest extent possible 
and that there can be no opportunity, particularly for utility companies, to gouge consumers 
under the fog of increased prices associated with the war�

31/03/2022K00400Senator  Rónán Mullen: I wish to raise a couple of items relating to the census�  I heard 
Senator Malcolm Byrne refer to people who would obstruct the work of the census or make life 
difficult for census enumerators as “muppets”.  I certainly have no sympathy with any such ob-
structive tactics by people, but it is important to say that part of the democratic contract between 
us and which binds us to the State is that in return for our compliance we can expect fairness, 
accuracy, transparency, accountability and adherence to high standards�

Turning to the question of the assignation of sex, the Central Statistics Office website states 
that if people are uncomfortable ticking one of the options of “male” or “female”, they can 
mark both boxes and, for analytical purposes, then a sex will be assigned at random�  Bearing in 
mind that, normally, supplying false information is subject to a very serious fine, the website is 
telling people that if they are uncomfortable with this or that aspect of the process they may do 
something that otherwise would come under the heading of false information�

Regardless of what one thinks about the debate about so-called transgender rights, and that 
is a term that can mean different things to different people, it cannot be right that people would 
be asked to supply false information if they are uncomfortable about answering correctly�  If I 
feel uncomfortable about answering some other section of the census, am I entitled to answer 
it incorrectly?  Less an example of sloppiness, it is a decline in the standard of accountability, 
fairness, accuracy and respect for process that we see in different areas in these times.

I have had extreme difficulty getting the Minister for Health and the Department of Health 
to answer a basic question�  As an elected representative, when I write a letter to the Minister 
for Health or to Ms Geraldine Luddy in the Department of Health and the people involved in 
the three-year review of abortion, as I have done, asking about whether people can supply in-
formation in a free-form manner other than the prescribed template and whether their issue will 
be considered, and when I do not even get an answer to the letter and the policy of the Minister 
for Health is just to ignore anything coming from pro-life people as though they do not matter, 
what one is seeing is a decline or a small bit of death for democracy�  Everybody should mat-
ter equally in this State, and when people’s elected representatives ask questions they deserve 
to get answers�  I have seen very bad standards from the Department of Health in recent times 
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and I do not believe it is a forced linkage to say that what we are seeing with the census is an 
example of the same type of sloppiness�

The census form is considered to be a notice for the purpose of the Act, and the sections re-
quire that the notice must specify a date by which the information in the form has to be returned�  
It has been pointed out to me that the census form does not actually specify this date�  The form 
refers multiple times to census night but, bizarrely, does not specify a date.  What is going on 
here?  On a strict and extreme reading of the Statistics Act, that could potentially invalidate the 
entire census�  Is this more sloppiness coming from the system?

Finally, there are the complaints from Irish speakers which tend to arise during every cen-
sus�  Irish speakers do not feel they are being given an opportunity either to answer the census 
in Irish or to converse with enumerators in Irish�  That is something that must be addressed�

31/03/2022K00500An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Go raibh míle maith agat, a Sheanadóir�

31/03/2022K00600Senator  Rónán Mullen: I will finish.  We cannot expect all 5,000 census enumerators to 
be able to provide the service through Irish, but there must be a mechanism provided for Irish 
speakers if we are serious about what we say about the importance of the Irish language�

31/03/2022K00700An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Aontaím leat faoi sin�

31/03/2022K00800Senator  Paul Gavan: I do not want to begin on a negative note, but it is unfortunate to 
hear the phrase “so-called transgender rights” from Senator Mullen�  Sinn Féin stands clearly in 
support of transgender rights-----

31/03/2022K00900Senator  Rónán Mullen: Can the Senator define them?  I am sure we will agree on some 
of them, but not on some of the other things the Senator might describe�

31/03/2022K01000An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Gavan, without interruption�

31/03/2022K01100Senator  Paul Gavan: -----and I hope that all parties will stand clearly in support of trans-
gender rights�  I wish to put that on the record�

31/03/2022K01200Senator  Rónán Mullen: On authentic rights, yes, but perhaps not on the fuzzy stuff the 
Senator comes up with�

31/03/2022K01300An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Gavan, without interruption�

31/03/2022K01400Senator  Paul Gavan: I welcome the Leader back and thank her for scheduling the Fourth 
and Final Stages of our Safe Access to Termination of Pregnancy Services Bill for next Thurs-
day�  This is very much a cross-party initiative�  It has received support and, indeed, signatures 
from almost every party here�  It means a great deal to an awful lot of people�  I place on record 
my thanks to the Leader in that regard�  My understanding is the Government has promised to 
bring forward a Bill of its own but the latest news is that there is no timeline for that Bill appear-
ing�  I again appeal to colleagues of all parties to get behind the Together for Safety safe access 
Bill next Thursday�  I am delighted that safe access legislation has been passed in the North�  
That is a step forward and I congratulate the Green Party and, indeed, my own party for making 
that happen in the past week.  We can take a similar step and complete the passage of the safe 
access Bill through the Seanad next Thursday�  I appeal to Senators of all parties to continue on 
that cross-party basis and enable that to happen�
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I wish Conal Henry, the new chairperson of the Shannon Group, well�  It has been an un-
fortunate 12 months�  There was an appointment that did not go ahead�  Our good colleague, 
former Senator Pádraig Ó Céidigh, was appointed but, unfortunately, after six months he felt 
the need to step down.  That is unfortunate because he had a lot to offer.  It would be good to 
understand what happened to make him feel he had to step away�  A fundamental point is that 
in his new job, Mr� Henry needs support from the Minister for Transport�  Members saw the 
chaotic scenes at Dublin Airport in the past week�  Of course, much of that relates to the current 
crisis and staff shortages but the other issue in this regard - I hope colleagues from the west of 
Ireland will appreciate this - is that while 90% of aeroplanes are taking off from Dublin Airport, 
there will always be a degree of chaos�  Right now, unfortunately, people are being asked to ar-
rive three and a half hours early for their flights.  We need a new national airport authority with 
an explicit mandate for a new regional balance to support airports in Shannon and Cork and 
across the west of Ireland�  I am surprised the Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon Ryan, has 
not grasped that�  The transport committee gave him an all-party instruction to consider doing 
that.  We need that kind of fundamental change.

I ask the Leas-Chathaoirleach to allow me a few more seconds due to the interruption�

31/03/2022L00200Senator  Rónán Mullen: The Senator caused it�

31/03/2022L00300Senator  Paul Gavan: Ultimately, we will not see the sort of fundamental change we need 
to secure our airports unless that regional balance is incorporated into Government policy at the 
highest levels�  I call for a debate on that subject and for the Minister for Transport to address 
the House on it�

31/03/2022L00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Senator got his few seconds back�

31/03/2022L00500Senator  Micheál Carrigy: I refer to a proposal I put forward approximately six weeks 
ago in respect of having a silent street for St. Patrick’s Day parades.  I know the Leader’s office 
wrote to local authorities around the country to ask them to take part in that initiative�  Several 
parades did so this year�  I attended the parades in Longford and Athlone�  I commend the organ-
isers of the festival for taking this proposal on board�  Very positive feedback was received on 
it.  We will keep going with the campaign to make sure every parade that does it next year.  It 
needs to be taken on board not just in Ireland but should be considered internationally.  We have 
had discussions with the organisers of the parade in New York, who will consider it for 2023�  
I thank the parade organisers, particularly those in my home town, including Fiona Fenelon of 
Longford Chamber of Commerce, who took this on board and worked with local parents�  Ann 
O’Leary, whom I know personally, was involved and has been a very strong advocate for chil-
dren with autism.  I thank them and put that on record.  We will keep the campaign going and 
make sure there is more of it next year�

I refer to just transition�  Many groups are struggling for funding for projects�  The midlands, 
my area, has been particularly badly hit in the context of just transition by the closure of Lough 
Ree power station.  Significant funding has been allocated for projects but large community 
contributions have to be made to ensure those projects are delivered.  With prices increasing, 
that is becoming ever more difficult.  I did some research into funding.  The Western Develop-
ment Commission, which covers the west of Ireland, was set up many years ago and provides 
low-interest loans.  It has a community loan fund under which loans of between €25,000 and 
€250,000 are provided at 3% over ten years.  It also provides bridging loans at 1% that can be 
used for match funding for LEADER projects under the rural development programme�  I ask 
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the Government to consider extending that scheme to the areas affected under the just transi-
tion.  A significant amount of funding has been allocated for projects but these projects have not 
progressed as a result of the large local contribution that is required�  As one involved in com-
munity activities, I know the difficulty involved in accessing money from banks and so on.  If 
that community loan fund could be extended to cover the just transition area in a manner similar 
to the fund offered by the Western Development Commission, it would be of great benefit.  It 
is about adding extra counties in which groups would be eligible to apply to that fund�  I would 
be very grateful for that�  It would ensure we actually deliver a just transition for the midlands�

31/03/2022L00600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: That is an interesting proposition�

31/03/2022L00700Senator  Annie Hoey: It is no surprise on Trans Day of Visibility that I am offering my sup-
port and that of the Labour Party to the trans community in Ireland and worldwide�

31/03/2022L00800Senator  Paul Gavan: Hear, hear�

31/03/2022L00900Senator  Annie Hoey: One of the biggest things we need to think about today, on Trans 
Day of Visibility, is that it is really sad that there are no trans Members of the Upper or Lower 
Houses.  I hope that someday that will be rectified and there will be visibility across society.  I 
was thinking about this in the context of the census and the binary question in respect of sex�  
The census is used for many things, such as collecting data in respect of disabilities, access and 
travel�  It is used for planning�  Given that a couple of years ago Ireland was a beacon for trans 
rights and gender recognition globally - I know the Leader was a part of that - it is a real shame 
that this census, the biggest data-gathering exercise in the State, will not offer an opportunity 
for trans people and non-binary people to be seen, affirmed and heard this time around.  I hope 
that will be changed for the next census�  One of the biggest things on which we will lose out 
in this regard relates to an issue on which some of us who support our trans friends and family 
have spoken, namely, proper access to healthcare�  If the census does not provide data in respect 
of how many people will need access to this healthcare, how will we ever fully address the need 
for healthcare and identify what is missing?  I encourage Members to read a brilliant article 
written by Aoife Martin and published on thejournal.ie about trans people and their lives and 
just to think about the damage one’s words, or even sometimes one’s actions, are doing�  Trans 
people’s lives are worth living and they are worth living with dignity�

31/03/2022L01000Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Hear, hear�

31/03/2022L01100Senator  Annie Hoey: I put on record once again that I and many people here and in the 
Labour Party celebrate and stand in solidarity with the trans community worldwide and want to 
see them thrive as their true authentic selves�

31/03/2022L01200Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Hear, hear�

31/03/2022L01300Senator  Annie Hoey: I want to quickly raise the fact that the repeal review, that is, the 
review of the operation of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, is 
closing tomorrow�  Some 400 people are still travelling for care�  Among the issues the Labour 
Party will be putting into its submission, and a matter raised by several of our members, is that 
of extending the 12-week limit on access for people diagnosed with fatal foetal abnormalities�  
We need wide local coverage.  There are still counties in which people cannot access abortion 
healthcare.  We need safe access zones.  Of course, the Labour Party is supporting the legis-
lation brought forward by Senator Gavan�  It is disappointing that we do not have a date for 
when the Government’s legislation will be brought forward.  We need to tackle rogue agencies.  
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Telemedicine is so important�  Yesterday, England made it a permanent option�  Telemedicine 
expands patient choices, supports reproductive healthcare and is safe and effective.   We need 
to deal with the three-day wait.  It is infantilising and does not reflect the reality of any other 
medical care�   A person knows his or her own body and mind�  The three-day wait has to go�  I 
encourage all Members to please make a submission online�  It takes less than 15 minute�  The 
Labour Party will be making a submission�

31/03/2022L01400Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I agree with colleagues�  Senator Mullen’s choice of phrase 
when he referred to “so-called transgender rights” was inappropriate�

31/03/2022L01500Senator  Rónán Mullen: Come on, Senator�  That is rubbish�

31/03/2022L01600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Malcolm Byrne without interruption�

31/03/2022L01700Senator Malcolm Byrne: In a republic-----

31/03/2022L01800Senator  Rónán Mullen: Surgery on underage kids to change their life-----

31/03/2022L01900An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Mullen-----

31/03/2022L02000Senator  Rónán Mullen: That is some people’s definition.

31/03/2022L02100Senator Malcolm Byrne: With respect, in a republic-----

31/03/2022L02200Senator  Rónán Mullen: We all have views in respect of authentic human rights.

31/03/2022L02300Senator Malcolm Byrne: In a republic-----

31/03/2022L02400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Malcolm Byrne without interruption�

31/03/2022L02500Senator  Rónán Mullen: On a point of order, I ask that politicians in here stop trying to 
close down debate by stigmatising each other�  It is obvious to everybody that we all agree with 
authentic human rights�

31/03/2022M00100An Leas-Chathaoirleach: That is a speech�  The Senator has made his point of order�

31/03/2022M00200Senator  Rónán Mullen: There are controversial issues here that some people would re-
gard as rights and others regard as potentially problematic�  There needs to be an openness and 
respect for each other’s views�

31/03/2022M00300Senator  Annie Hoey: People’s rights are not up for debate-----

31/03/2022M00400Senator  Rónán Mullen: Senators Malcolm Byrne and Gavan have never called for an 
open debate-----

31/03/2022M00500Senator  Annie Hoey: They are not up for debate�

31/03/2022M00600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: That is another point of order�

31/03/2022M00700Senator  Annie Hoey: It is very important in this House that we do not have people’s rights 
and existence up for debate�  That is not what we are here for�

31/03/2022M00800Senator  Rónán Mullen: The Senator should think about the unborn in that context�

31/03/2022M00900An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I call Senator Malcolm Byrne�  There should be no further inter-
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ruptions�

31/03/2022M01000Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I assume the Leas-Cathaoirleach will be generous in time in 
light of the interruptions�  Let us be very clear that within a republic, all citizens and residents 
deserve to be treated equally and with respect�  That applies-----

31/03/2022M01100Senator  Rónán Mullen: Hear, hear.  We all-----

31/03/2022M01200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Mullen, no more interruptions�

31/03/2022M01300Senator  Rónán Mullen: -----agree with that�  Stop the nonsense�

31/03/2022M01400Senator  Malcolm Byrne: That applies-----

31/03/2022M01500Senator  Rónán Mullen: -----those who are not born-----

31/03/2022M01600Senator  Malcolm Byrne: -----to those who are transgender and choose to define them-
selves in that way.  By the way, as far as I am concerned, there were no efforts on my part to shut 
down free speech.  In fact, the interruptions were more a reflection of an effort-----

31/03/2022M01700An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Please do not provoke further reaction�

31/03/2022M01800Senator  Rónán Mullen: There is an attempt to stigmatise people who-----

31/03/2022M01900Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I wish to move on to-----

31/03/2022M02000An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Mullen, please do not continue�  Senator Malcolm By-
rne, without interruption�  I ask the Senator to please stop reverting to the matter�

31/03/2022M02100Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I do not intend to�  I wish to raise the issue of Garda numbers�  
I have raised previously the fact that the Garda numbers for the Wexford division stood, at 
the end of November last year, at 341�  At the end of February, the total Garda numbers in 
the Wexford division fell to 334.  The reason I raised this matter specifically is because of the 
increased traffic at Rosslare as a result of Brexit, with more pressure on customs and immigra-
tion.  It is great that Rosslare is busier, but it means that gardaí from the Wexford division are 
being deployed to serve a national and European port�  The Garda numbers in the division have 
continued to fall.  We now also have a very significant challenge, obviously, with large numbers 
of people arriving from Ukraine into Ireland�  Support is needed at Rosslare from the Garda in 
terms of processing applications.  We need to look at Garda numbers within the port.  Officers 
should not just be coming from the Wexford division.  I ask the Leader to please consider writ-
ing to the Garda Commissioner and Minister in respect of this matter�

The other local issue that I wish to raise and have raised before relates to the Ahare river in 
north Wexford.  This is at Castletown, which is just outside Gorey.  It is subject to regular flood-
ing�  It is an issue that has been raised by Councillor Joe Sullivan and many locals�  It has been 
with the Office of Public Works for quite some time.  There have been reports and so on which 
have shown that every summer it is guaranteed-----

31/03/2022M02200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Senator has had his injury time now�

31/03/2022M02300Senator  Malcolm Byrne: Every summer it is guaranteed-----

31/03/2022M02400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Nope�  No more�
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31/03/2022M02500Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I appreciate the Leas-Cathaoirleach’s indulgence�  Every sum-
mer and winter, the river is nearly always guaranteed to flood.  I would appreciate if the Leader 
would raise the matter with-----

31/03/2022M02600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I thank the Senator, who certainly got his injury time�  Hope-
fully we can have Senator Buttimer without interruption�

31/03/2022M02700Senator  Jerry Buttimer: That might not happen�  I propose that we as a House send a mes-
sage of congratulations to the Tory MP, Jamie Wallis, who came out as transgender yesterday.  
On this very important International Transgender Day of Visibility, I, on behalf of the Fine Gael 
Party, say that we stand strong and firm in support of our transgender family and friends.  It is 
important that we send that message today to Jamie Wallis, that we, as fellow parliamentarians, 
support her in her journey�  I wish Jamie every joy, love and happiness in that journey�  I ask 
that we have a debate on transgender issues as a matter of urgency, given that we have lacunas 
and deficits that need to be addressed from a State perspective.

In light of An Taoiseach’s interview this morning on Claire Byrne’s radio show, I ask that we 
have a real debate on energy security, the cost of energy and energy supply�  Notwithstanding 
the Taoiseach’s comments where he said that Government cannot react weekly to rising costs, 
Government can and should intervene�  I ask that we have a whole-of-government debate next 
week in the context of the rising cost of energy.  We might get an update as to how our negotia-
tions with the European Union regarding the VAT are being held and how they are getting on�  
It is important that we give clarity and certainty to people�

I finish on this point: today is very important.  It is world International Transgender Day of 
Visibility�  As parliamentarians and leaders in society, in a republic and in a democracy, it is 
critical that we send a very strong message to transgender people that we stand with them and 
will walk with them�

31/03/2022M02800Senator  Sharon Keogan: Our 2022 census is due to take place this Sunday, 3 April�  The 
census is a powerful tool in the making of public policy, giving an in-depth nation-wide snap-
shot of who is living in Ireland and how they are living�  From housing to childcare, taxes to 
health services, up-to-date and accurate census information clearly displays the state of the 
nation, informing Government policy and programmes alike�  Thus, it follows that the inac-
curacies in the information received obfuscates the reality of the situation on the ground and 
hinders any possible Government response.  While the issue of spoiled census forms in the 
manner of spoiled ballots is unavailable, it is rather a different thing for the Central Statistics 
Office, CSO, to direct people to give nonsensical answers on their forms.  The instruction to 
tick both boxes, male and female, when asked to indicate one’s biological sex, for those who 
do not wish to describe themselves as either one, is not only devoid of reason, but is incompat-
ible with gender theory, the adherence of which are very people the CSO is trying to appease�  
Gender theorists have, since the 20th century, sought to establish the idea of gender as socially 
constructed, unfettered and distinct from biological sex�  Everyone has a sex and everyone has 
a gender�  One cannot choose one’s sex, but one can choose one’s gender�  Such is the maxim 
of gender theology�

I would have no problem with the CSO putting in a text box in a form where anyone could 
fill in a gender of their choosing, so long as the essential binary sex options were there.  How-
ever, it did not think of that�  Instead, it scrambled to conjure up some compromise after the 
forms were printed, resulting in this muddying of our data�  The CSO of course knows that this 
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solution makes no sense�  It does not care, because when it comes to gender in this country, 
sense is subservient to sensitivities�  Actors and singers have long feared being cancelled�  It 
seems now that our CSO will forever operate under the same fear�

31/03/2022M02900Senator  Robbie Gallagher: Yesterday, others and I met a group of farm contractors who 
arrived in Leinster House to outline in stark detail the serious concerns they have about the fu-
ture of their businesses�  They have a number of issues, one of which the price of fuel�  Again, 
to give a stark example to illustrate the huge increase that has taken place in diesel prices in 
the past couple of years, back in 2020, a litre of diesel cost 54 cent�  Last year, the price of that 
litre of diesel increased to 75 cent.  As of yesterday, a litre of diesel now costs €1.35, which is a 
serious increase�  These contractors are very fearful that their work will grind to a halt and their 
machinery will not leave their yards this spring�

Farm and forestry contractors employ close to 80,000 people and operate on farms the 
length and breadth of this country�  They are an unrecognised power group that have helped to 
drive Irish farming and food industry.  Without them, our farm families would simply not con-
tinue to exist�  This issue is not just simply about farm contractors; it is about much more than 
that�  It is about the future of farm families, the future of rural Ireland, winter food shortages, 
the reduction in the national herd, food exports and potential job losses�  I ask the Leader to ask 
that the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine come before this House in order that we 
can have a debate specifically on the future of farm contractors and the dangers associated with 
their not being able to do the work they do�

31/03/2022N00200Senator  Emer Currie: I wish to raise the bonus payment for healthcare workers.  We are 
still waiting for the final details or an FAQ on it.  I know it is very difficult and that there has 
been a lot of debate on it to decide how it will work when people have sacrificed so much.  This 
was a national and collective effort.  I am sure that the things being thought about include the 
length of time people worked�  I think especially of the people at the beginning of the pandemic 
who really stepped into the unknown, with the lack of PPE, the suboptimal conditions and no 
vaccination on the horizon�  Then we have to consider people who volunteered versus people 
who were employed.  We need to give consideration to the volunteers who also worked in a 
healthcare or clinical environment, most especially the community swabbers, who were a criti-
cal part of our response, working in places such as temporary structures and army tents, rain, 
hail or shine�  They did not do it for the thanks, but sometimes you give gratitude anyway�  I 
am thinking of somebody I know personally who did community swabbing.  She was officially 
hired as an employee only in May 2021 but had worked as a volunteer since the very start and 
stepped into the brink, as I said.  I am incredibly grateful to her for doing that.  We need to con-
sider that group of people�  Even though the recruitment of community swabbers started only in 
October 2020, they were in those positions long before then�  The sooner we have information 
on this, the better�

31/03/2022N00300Senator  Gerry Horkan: I know that the census has been mentioned already but I am not 
sure the point I am going to make has been mentioned�  I met the Romanian ambassador this 
morning�  It is really important that all our new Irish right across the country make sure they 
record their status and identity and let us know they are here�  In planning the curriculum, for 
example, if we know there are more than 100,000 Romanians here, it is more likely we may 
have Romanian as a leaving certificate subject on the curriculum.  It is important that people 
are proud of where they came from and that they put that down on the census form�  It is all 
completely anonymous, and it is really important that people acknowledge and appreciate that 
fact�  This is about planning for new communities, acknowledging where we need new schools 
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and hospitals, acknowledging that where there are more ageing populations we need to provide 
for them and that where there are younger populations we need to provide for them and ac-
knowledging where we have seen massive increases in population�  The Leader will be familiar 
with places in Fingal, Meath and so on that have seen huge increases in population that we do 
not really know about until the census data are made available�  It is the only way we know this 
stuff is happening.  We have had an extra year because of Covid, so it is six years since the last 
census�  It is vital that everybody right across the nation plays their part and answers the ques-
tion on the form in as much detail and with as much honesty as they possibly can in order that 
we can all, as a State, provide for better services for the people living here�  That is my main 
point.  I encourage everyone right across the country to fill in the census form as accurately and 
as honestly as they can in every respect�

Second, I wish the Trinity by-election candidates who are still in the race well�  I think seven 
of them have been eliminated at this stage�  It shows the power of transfers�  I think it will go 
down to the wire in the end�  As of that result, I will no longer be the most recent addition back 
to this House�  I look forward to meeting and congratulating whoever gets there�

Finally, I wish to highlight that I cycle a lot and that I used never to have punctures but that 
I have had four in the past four months�  There is an awful lot of broken glass out there�  Can 
everybody just be considerate?  The local authorities need to step up their game but, equally, 
can people not keep breaking glass all over the place?  It is very damaging to all those people 
who are trying to do their bit for active travel and trying to get around the place.  We need a 
debate on that�

31/03/2022N00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Thank you, Senator Horkan�  Indeed, on behalf of the House, 
thank you for your excellent temporary chairpersonship of the Seanad the other day�

31/03/2022N00500Senator  Gerard P. Craughwell: This morning I rise to inform the House that Quartermas-
ter Sergeant Michael Tighe passed away yesterday�  Michael Tighe was one of the Jadotville 
heroes who have been neglected and ignored by this State for the past 65 or 70 years�  It breaks 
my heart to think of Michael going to his final resting place still unrecognised by the State.  
Michael was one of the three people who attended Enda Kenny’s office some years back and 
convinced him to have An Bonn Jadotville�  It was a campaign medal awarded to all those who 
served in Jadotville�  Contrast the treatment of Irish veterans with those of the United States�  In 
Ballyhaunis, County Mayo, Corporal Patrick “Bob” Gallagher’s eternal remains rest.  Fifty-five 
years ago yesterday, Corporal Gallagher gave his life in the Vietnam war�  So highly did the 
United States think of his gallantry that they have named a ship after him, the USS Patrick Gal-
lagher�  Just a few headstones away from Corporal Gallagher lie the eternal remains of Private 
Billy Kedian�  Billy was in Lebanon when the unit he was with came under mortar attack�  In 
order to save his comrades’ lives, he threw his body at the door of the building they were in and 
he lost his life�  Billy has never been recognised by this State - never�  I could go on and name 
the people who saved John O’Connor, who was shot the day he arrived in Lebanon.  While he 
was severely wounded and dying, Dick O’Hanlon, Martin Fahy and two others went, under 
fire, to his rescue, carried him to a medical aid centre and saved his life.  They have never been 
recognised�  May those who have prevented medals being awarded to these heroes hang their 
heads in shame forever because they owe these men a damn sight more than they have ever 
given them�  Our Defence Forces have always been treated badly in this country, and today I am 
rightly angry about the way we treat our heroes.  We treat all Defence Forces personnel badly, 
but our heroes particularly�
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31/03/2022N00600Senator  Maria Byrne: I rise to raise a number of issues�  The census has been referred to�  
Question 23 on the census form relates to carers.  Whether you are a paid permanent carer or a 
carer in the home, you are asked how many hours you contribute to caring for your loved ones�  
It is really important that people answer that question�

Saturday, 2 April, is World Autism Awareness Day, and the theme for this year is inclusion 
in the workplace and challenges and opportunities in a post-pandemic world�  It is a really im-
portant theme and something we should all be aware of, especially this Saturday, 2 April�

Finally, I wish to raise the fact that Mental Health Ireland is holding a “hello” campaign on 
Thursday, 7 April�  It is encouraging people to say hello and “How are you?” to their neigh-
bours and to people they meet on the street and to listen very carefully to the answers�  So many 
people out there are suffering.  Limerick Mental Health Association is hosting its own campaign 
on the same day.  It is encouraging community groups to hold coffee mornings, get-togethers 
and walks, asking people to join in and to be compassionate towards others�  They are also en-
couraging schools to have colour days�  It is a matter of talking to people in a humane way and 
communicating with people�  The main point is to say hello�  The campaign asks people to listen 
to the answers they receive back�

31/03/2022N00700An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The community whence Senator Keogan and I come has been 
blighted by a number of tragic deaths of young people by suicide recently, so Senator Byrne 
raises a very important point�

31/03/2022O00100Senator  Fiona O’Loughlin: As the previous Senator mentioned, Saturday is World Au-
tism Awareness Day, as designated by the UN.  The theme this year is “Inclusion in the Work-
place: Challenges and Opportunities���”�  That is particularly important in Ireland because we 
have the lowest rate of employment for people with disabilities in Europe�  It is something we 
have to be far better at and we need to reach out and understand�  That is an important message 
we could give from here�

I congratulate the Fórsa for its excellent symposium yesterday, which president Michael 
Smyth organised, in relation to 20 years of service of the school completion programme�  It was 
wonderful to attend and listen to the voices of young people whose lives have been positively 
impacted by participating in the programme over those years�  It showed the transformative 
power of education to expand the realms of possibility for students, as well as the ripple ef-
fect in society and the effect it has of transforming our society.  Every young person in school 
should have the opportunity to participate in such a programme or in a home school liaison 
programme, if needed.  We saw the power of it and well done to them.

The other item I want to mention relates to the circular economy Bill, which I welcome, and 
specifically the use of CCTV to detect and deter illegal dumping and littering.  Every county has 
a problem with this and in Kildare we spend more than €1 million every year on gathering litter.  
We have a particular problem around the Bog of Allen and the Curragh.  Around the Curragh, 
we also have a problem with illegal encampment, which starts around this time every year�  It 
does not have the title of a national park, even though I have been fighting for that since I came 
in here, but the Curragh, because of its unique archeology, heritage and geology, needs extra 
supports and funding to tackle illegal encampments and illegal dumping�  

31/03/2022O00200Senator  Paddy Burke: I ask the Leader to arrange for the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications, Deputy Eamon Ryan, to come into the House in relation to the 
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energy situation.  Where are we going?  How will we meet our targets by 2030?  Where are 
Coillte and the ESB going and what will they do?  They are the two big energy players here 
and it is nearly impossible to see what their plans are�  A large number of farmers want to get 
together and to know where they can enter the grid�  They need to speak to the ESB and Coillte�  
It is important to have a debate here on that�

I am disappointed with the increase in the standing charge�  It is a retrograde step by the 
ESB to increase the charge by such a high percentage�  Not alone do we have that charge, we 
also have the PSO levy�  If you apply for a connection to a house, you have to pay for that con-
nection�  If there is a disconnection, you have to pay for it�  If there is a reconnection, you pay 
for it.  You have to pay for all of those charges.  Why is there such a thing as a standing charge?  
The standing charge or the PSO should entitle customers in some way to get retrofitting done to 
their houses or maybe that annual charge could be increased but would involve concessions for 
householders, allowing them to offset some of their carbon footprint.  At a time when the ESB 
is making €200 million profit and gives a commission to the Government of €126 million, the 
increase to the standing charge by such a huge percentage is an area we have to have a debate 
on in the not-too-distant future�  I ask that the Leader bring the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, 
into the House to debate those issues�  

31/03/2022O00300Senator  Tim Lombard: I raise our national sport, the GAA, and how a percentage of 
those games are on pay-per-view platforms.  We do an awful lot to support the GAA and are all 
actively involved in it at local level, in particular�  To have a scenario whereby some games will 
only be available on a pay-per-view package, whether it is Sky or whoever, is inappropriate�  
Ireland is a sporting country�  It is so involved in this and to have your county on a package that 
you would have to go to the local pub to watch, in some cases, makes no logical sense�

 I propose a debate about how we fund sport with the Minister of State with responsibility 
for sport.  He should come to the House.  We should acknowledge that we do so much to fund 
these sporting organisations; because of that, these games should be on platforms like RTÉ so 
everyone can watch them�  Unfortunately, if we go down this line, it will become nothing more 
than an elitist organisation and we will lose the focus of that community spirit which has made 
it so great over the last century�  

31/03/2022O00400Senator  Barry Ward: Other Members have mentioned the census, which is coming up on 
Sunday�  It is an exciting opportunity in relation to the time capsule that has been included�  I 
congratulate the CSO on that idea.  I am not sure it exists anywhere else in the world.  When 
I looked at the 1911 census in relation to my grandparents, it was fantastic to find their house-
holds recorded�  I encourage people to think about what they will put into that time capsule�  I 
heard somebody on the radio suggesting they might record the name of their pets, for example�  
The Irish Thalidomide Association is asking people to write the word “Thalidomide” into it and 
underline it as a mark of the fact that that is an unresolved issue�  It is an exciting time and it is 
important for people to record their personal circumstances confidentially but for the benefit of 
our statisticians�

Agus muid ag labhairt ar an daonáireamh Dé Domhnach seo chugainn, an 3 Aibreán, tá sé 
an-tábhachtach do dhaoine i bpobal labhartha na Gaeilge�  Is iad na daoine a labhraíonn Gaeilge 
gach lá, go minic, gach seachtain nó pé rud é�  Ba cheart dóibh a mhaíomh sa daonáireamh go 
labhraíonn siad Gaeilge ionas go mbeadh a fhios agus eolas againn faoi phobal labhartha na 
Gaeilge agus an méid daoine a labhraíonn Gaeilge gach lá nó go minic�  Muna chuireann siad 
an t-eolas sin sa daonáireamh ní bheidh an t-eolas sin ag an Stát�  Caithimid an t-eolas sin a 
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bheith againn ionas go mbeadh an Stát in ann gach rud a chur in áit do dhaoine a labhraíonn 
Gaeilge gach lá�  Sa bhealach sin beidh gach rud ann dóibh chun an teanga a chothú�  Molaim 
do phobal labhartha na Gaeilge a mhaíomh sa daonáireamh go labhraíonn siad Gaeilge más sin 
a dhéanann siad�

31/03/2022O00500Senator  Aisling Dolan: I will point out two events that are happening.  First, my office in 
Ballinasloe is holding a coffee morning in support of people from Ukraine.  It will be a fund-
raiser for the Irish Red Cross�  Everyone is welcome to come along but there are many ways for 
people to volunteer or get involved as well as giving financial donations.

Second, a fantastic event called Headstrong is being run by Caltra GAA in Caltra com-
munity centre on Friday evening, tomorrow, at 8 p�m�  Sir Stevo, aka Farmer Michael, will be 
there and it will be a light-hearted way for teenagers and their folks to come along and engage�  
We also have sports star Michael Meehan, whose family probably single-handedly propelled 
Galway to amazing heights when it comes to football�  

31/03/2022O00600Senator  Rónán Mullen: And Caltra�

31/03/2022O00700Senator  Aisling Dolan: Completely�  Michael will be there�  It is in association with Ahas-
cragh and Fohenagh men’s and ladies’, Caltra Cuans, Caltra and District Athletics Club and 
St� Cuan’s United�  It is a great way to engage at a local level, particularly around well-being 
and the pressures on teenagers after lockdown over the last two years�  I would love to see 
this model of bringing role models and celebrities in sports and comedy together with sports 
psychologists.  We have Máire Treasa Ní Cheallaigh, who is with Galway GAA and also com-
mentates on Virgin Media, to talk with young people about what has been affecting them over 
the last year or two�  It is to pay tribute to them and welcome people along�  It is open to people 
who do not play sport at all�  Not everyone is into team sports�  Young people are into lots of 
different things.  It is open for people between 11 and 18 years of age.  They can pop along and 
have a laugh with Sir Stevo tomorrow evening at 8 p�m� in Caltra community centre�

31/03/2022P00200Senator  Lynn Boylan: Before I say any more I want to quote the Republican Governor of 
Utah who said about the transgender community last week that, “Rarely has so much fear and 
anger been directed at so few�”  It is important to put on the record that trans rights are human 
rights�

Today I want to speak about the decarbonisation of our energy infrastructure and the im-
portance of energy security.  We know that our power system is undergoing an unprecedented 
transformation in order to decarbonise�  However, the war in Ukraine has brought into sharp 
focus why it is so important not just to decarbonise our energy system from a climate perspec-
tive but also the importance of having indigenous energy security�  One way in which we can 
help that transition is through demand reduction�  

The lunacy of inviting data centres into this country with no strategy whatsoever for how 
our grid was going to deal with the number of data centres is coming home to roost for some 
Government parties which were their biggest cheerleaders�  This week, I welcome the call from 
MaREI for a moratorium on data centres�  It also outlined other ways in which we could reduce 
demand on the grid and it is not the only one calling for a greater focus on demand reduction�  

Last week, the Committee on Environment and Climate Action heard from the Demand 
Response Association of Ireland.  It outlined how demand response unlocks flexibility in how 
and where we use electricity and turns consumption into a tool in operating the power system�  
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It is through demand response that we can balance the grid without the need for additional in-
frastructure�  That is why it was upsetting to hear from it that it appears that demand reduction 
in the poor cousin of climate action.  While the Taoiseach said on radio today there is a big fo-
cus on demand reduction, at the committee we heard there have been no meetings between the 
Government and demand reduction organisations�  The demand reduction strategy will expire 
very soon and there does not seem to be any impetus to introduce a new one�  I ask the Leader 
to facilitate a debate on the importance of demand reduction, given the current crunch around 
energy security�

31/03/2022P00300An Leas-Chathaoirleach: At this juncture, it would be appropriate to welcome to the 
young people to the Gallery�  The future is yours, so it is good that you are here to listen�  You 
have come in at a very apt moment because I now invite the Leader to respond to the issues 
raised�  There were a large number of issues raised, and I think the Leader’s mental agility will 
be well tested today�

31/03/2022P00400Senator  Regina Doherty: It will keep me on my toes�  I want to join An Leas-Chathao-
irleach in welcoming the visitors today�  I do not think they appreciate how lovely it is to see 
them here because we have been very lonely for the past two years.  We have walked around 
without even being able to talk to one another because there was so much social distancing 
and fear of being caught by our colleagues who mind us so well�  They are very welcome and I 
thank them for coming�  A number of colleagues have asked for an energy debate-----

31/03/2022P00500Senator  Gerry Horkan: Deputy Joe Flaherty was also with them�

31/03/2022P00600Senator Regina Doherty: I thank the Deputy�  A debate on energy has been requested by 
a number of colleagues, namely, Senators Burke, Buttimer, Malcolm Byrne and Boylan.  We 
have to talk about a variety of issues, not just security of supply but also rising energy costs and 
the impact not just on households but our businesses and farm contractors�  The farming com-
munity is a wider community�  I will arrange that debate�  Next week’s schedule has already 
been completed, but I will arrange for debate the week after Easter�

A number of colleagues spoke about the census, which is welcome given that it is a year 
late�  The collection of data is incredibly important for mining so that we can ascertain what 
kind of future policies we have and, in particular, what kind of services we have and where 
those services should go��  A number of people raised particular issues with it which I will touch 
on.  In response to Senator Ward, the stress in our household regarding what we are going to put 
in that particular section is causing no end of conversation at our dinner table every evening�  
It is novel and allows us to reflect on the past and where people in our families were 100 years 
ago�  It also invites us to think about the advances in 100 years for the people who will come 
after us and what we are doing now in order that they have a safe environment to live in�  It is 
lovely�  Even if it only prompts conversations at home, it is welcome�

Other colleagues have reference the oddity, if that is the nicest way I can put it, of the CSO 
and its officials asking people, when assigning a gender, to pick one, other or both in terms 
of male or female�  It would have been perfectly simple to put the categories of male, female, 
transgender, non-binary, gender neutral, pangender or agender on the form and allow people 
to tick a box, without causing consternation, upset or any difficulties for anybody.  I agree it is 
very odd and unfortunate and we have to make sure that we try to make sure it does not happen 
when we gather the next round of data in four years’ time�
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A number of people touched on a dividing issue, which should not be divisive because hu-
man rights and treating people with dignity is something to which we should all aspire�  Today 
is International Transgender Day of Visibility�  I was struck by something Senator Mullen said, 
namely, that everybody should matter equally�  That is absolutely true�  Everybody should be 
treated equally with dignity and respect, regardless of the form they take�  

We will have debates in this country on the provision of services, in particular healthcare 
services, disrespect, lack of equality and the sometimes repugnant nature of the way people 
are treated with a lack of dignity in this country.  We can certainly have that debate.  We can-
not have a debate on differences of opinion without respect for the people at the centre of the 
debate�  Senator Hoey said it perfectly when she remarked that just because we might not agree 
with somebody’s form, decisions or choices in life - we all know most of them are not choices 
- we do not get to disrespect people’s right to be who they are, be visible in terms of who they 
are, be treated with respect and be acknowledged�  Many of our friends and people in our com-
munities are treated with disregard, disrespect and downright disingenuous behaviour by some 
people�  To be honest, it is not good enough�  

Senator Horkan asked for a debate on trans issues and the delivery of services for trans peo-
ple.  It is within that debate that we can have and share our differences of opinion, but we cannot 
disrespect human beings who are trying to live their lives with dignity and expect us to support 
them with dignity regardless of whether we agree with their choices�  That is something that 
should be said today.  Senator Horkan also welcomed the announcement from Mr. Jamie Wal-
lis, MP yesterday, which must have been incredibly difficult for him.  It was incredibly brave, 
given the backlash we see against people in the trans community�  I want to put on the record 
that I hope, as parliamentarians, that we all support his announcement, and continue to support 
what is a minority community in Ireland and around the world and treat people with respect�  

Senator Dolan spoke, as she always does, with such pride about her local initiative, and I 
wish her every success with it�  

Senator Lombard spoke about the GAA�  He said some games are being ring-fenced for pay-
per-view packages, which is a real shame�  A number of years ago certain sports events were 
ring-fenced by the then Minister for sport to make sure they could never be pay-per-view.  We 
need to have that conversation again and I will bring that matter to the attention of the Minister 
of State, Deputy Chambers, and will ask him to come to the House for a debate�

Senator O’Loughlin spoke about World Autism Awareness Day, as did Senator Maria By-
rne.  Inclusion in the workplace is something that I do not think gets enough attention.  We 
have a 6% target within State agencies and authorities, yet we have exactly the same recruit-
ment mechanisms and tests for people of all abilities�  As we all know, a tremendous amount 
of people are on the spectrum and suffer from Asperger’s syndrome, ADHD or any of a list of 
challenges�  They could not possibly go through a normal interview process or test in the same 
way as people in their whole of their ability could�  It is incumbent on the State to make sure that 
we reflect the target of 6% in how we recruit people.  I encourage people to make representa-
tions on that basis if they can�  

Senator O’Loughlin also spoke about the school completion programme and the symposium 
held by Fórsa yesterday�  I congratulate it on that�

Senator Maria Byrne spoke about the census question on carers, something I forgot to men-
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tion when I spoke about it�  It is important that we gather information in respect of family carers, 
most of whom are unseen, in order that we can respond appropriately�

1 o’clock

Senator Craughwell, in quite an emotive contribution spoke about his passion for the De-
fence Forces and the very sad passing of Michael Tighe�  I want to put on the record of the 
House that we will send our deepest sympathies and condolences to Mr� Tighe’s family�  Sena-
tor Horkan spoke about the Trinity by-election.  We are all political animals and we are prob-
ably all refreshing our Twitter feeds every ten or 20 seconds to see the latest news on the vote�  
I thank all of the candidates for applying and for partaking in democracy in Ireland�  I wish the 
remaining candidates well�  I look forward to welcoming one of them as a new Senator to the 
House next week�

  Senator Currie spoke about the bonus payments for healthcare workers�  As only we can 
do in Ireland, we take what is a wonderful initiative and make a hash of it before it finally gets 
awarded�  I hope a decision is reached very soon and that it is a fair and just decision that genu-
inely reflects the people Senator Currie spoke about this morning.  They volunteered through 
nothing else except good community spirit and goodwill.  We should look after everybody who 
minded us and served us so well during the 24 months of the pandemic�

  Senator Gallagher spoke about farm contractors and sought a debate which I will organise�  
Senator Buttimer asked for a debate on trans issues and I will organise it in the coming weeks�  
Senator Malcolm Byrne spoke about Garda numbers specific to the Wexford division.  I sug-
gest he writes to the Garda Commissioner and perhaps the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment on the basis that local gardaí are being used at a national port�  Obviously the port 
has increased traffic and throughput because of Brexit.  Perhaps it should be a separate assign-
ment for gardaí�

  Senator Hoey spoke about the review of the repeal legislation and the closure date to-
morrow�  I look forward to having this debate in the coming weeks once we have the review�  
Senator Carrigy spoke about the success in his neck of the woods, and obviously it is because 
he championed it, of the silent streets for the St� Patrick’s Day parade�  It is heartening to hear 
other parades such as that in New York will take on the initiative and look at it next year�  This 
will be very good�

  Senator Gavin spoke about the safe access zone legislation that will come to the House 
next Thursday�  I hope that it passes and that there will not be a lengthy wait before it goes to 
the Dáil�  It is something we genuinely all need�

   Senator Malcolm Byrne opened the debate speaking about the Commission for Regulation 
of Utilities, CRU, and energy costs.  We will arrange a debate the week after Easter.  Arising 
from our contributions on that date we might collectively write to the CRU with regard to the 
standing charge increases that are multiples of inflation and keep a close eye on the increases 
we have seen announced by Bord Gáis, Electric Ireland, Energia and all of the other service 
providers in recent weeks�  There is no doubt international prices are increasing but the prices 
being reflected locally are nowhere close to the prices quoted on the international markets.  We 
need to keep a very close eye on it�  I will organise the debate as soon as I can�

31/03/2022Q00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I thank the Leader for the response�  I need have had no con-
cerns�  Earlier, with the Leader, I welcomed some young people to the Gallery�  I have been 
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informed by Senator Horkan they are from Moyne Community School and are accompanied by 
Deputy Joe Flaherty�  They are very welcome�  They are my neighbours�  I served in local gov-
ernment in Cavan with the school principal�  If it is not the current principal it was the former 
principal but I believe it is the current principal�

Order of Business agreed to�

  Cuireadh an Seanad ar fionraí ar 1.04 p.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar 1.15 p.m.

  Sitting suspended at 1.04 p.m. and resumed at 1.15 p.m.

31/03/2022R00150Consumer Protection (Regulation of Retail Credit and Credit Servicing Firms) Bill 
2021: Committee and Remaining Stages

31/03/2022R00200Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Mary Seery Kearney): I welcome the Minister of State at 
the Department of Finance, Deputy Sean Fleming, to the House�

Sections 1 to 19, inclusive, agreed to�

Title agreed to�

Bill reported without amendment�

31/03/2022S00300Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Mary Seery Kearney): When is it proposed to take Report 
Stage?

31/03/2022S00400Senator  Maria Byrne: Now�

31/03/2022S00450Acting Chairperson (Senator Mary Seery Kearney): Is that agreed?  Agreed�

Bill received for final consideration.

31/03/2022S00525Acting Chairperson (Senator Mary Seery Kearney): When is it proposed to take Fifth 
Stage?

31/03/2022S00537Senator Pat Casey: Now�

31/03/2022S00543Acting Chairperson (Senator Mary Seery Kearney): Is that agreed?  Agreed�

Question proposed: “That the Bill do now pass.”

31/03/2022S00600Minister of State at the Department of Finance  (Deputy  Sean Fleming): I thank the Se-
anad for dealing with this legislation in an expeditious manner both last week on Second Stage 
and in the debate today�  There was cross-party agreement at all Stages resulting in no require-
ment for amendments from either the Opposition or Government side.  We all look forward to 
the legislation being implemented as quickly as possible�

31/03/2022S00700Senator  Maria Byrne: I thank the Minister of State for his clear explanation of the Bill 
from start to finish and that has helped to bring everybody together.  Well done.

31/03/2022S00800Senator  Pat Casey: I also thank the Minister of State�
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31/03/2022S00900Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Mary Seery Kearney): The Bill is a very clear piece of 
legislation and I thank the Minister of State�

Question put and agreed to.

31/03/2022S01100Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Mary Seery Kearney): When is it proposed to sit again?

31/03/2022S01200Senator  Pat Casey: Next Tuesday at 2�30 p�m�

Cuireadh an Seanad ar athló ar 1�23 p�m� go dtí 2�30 p�m�, Dé Máirt, an 5 Aibreán 2022�

The Seanad adjourned at 1�23 p�m� until 2�30 p�m� on Tuesday, 5 April 2022�


