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Chuaigh an Leas-Chathaoirleach i gceannas ar 2.30 p.m.

Machnamh agus Paidir.
Reflection and Prayer.

08/03/2022A00100Gnó an tSeanaid - Business of Seanad

08/03/2022A00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I have received notice from Senator Emer Currie that, on the 
motion for the Commencement of the House today, she proposes to raise the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to extend the 
funding opportunities available under the Town Centre First policy to suburban villages.

I have also received notice from Senator Malcolm Byrne of the following matter:

The need for the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment to make a 
statement on the measures in place to support the commercial production of flour in Ireland.

I have also received notice from Senator Annie Hoey of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media to 
make a statement on funding for the International Dublin Gay Theatre Festival 2022.

I have also received notice from Barry Ward of the following matter:

The need for the Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works to 
make a statement on plans for the former Garda stations at Kill of the Grange and Dalkey, 
County Dublin�

  I have also received notice from Senator Fiona O’Loughlin of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Justice to make a statement on the document requirements 
for Ukrainian nationals entering Ireland. 

  I have also received notice from Senator Lynn Boylan of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to ensure 
the realisation of the original proposal for the mid-Shannon wilderness park. 

SEANAD ÉIREANN

409



Seanad Éireann

410

  I have also received notice from Senator Martin Conway of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Health to carry out a review of the Shannondoc out-of-
hours GP service�

  Of the matters raised by Senators suitable for discussion, I have selected Senators Currie, 
Byrne, Hoey and Ward and they will be taken now.  I regret that I had to rule out of order the 
matter raised by Senator Boylan on the grounds that the Minister has no official responsibility in 
the matter.  The other Senators may give notice on another day of the matters they wish to raise.

08/03/2022B00200Nithe i dtosach suíonna - Commencement Matters

08/03/2022B00250Urban Development

08/03/2022B00300Senator  Emer Currie: I welcome the Minister of State, Deputy Damien English.  I con-
gratulate him on the launch of the new Town Centre First policy, which is going to be transfor-
mative�  Of course, I am here today as a Senator based in Dublin West and I want us to be part 
of that�  Town Centre First, for anyone who does not know, is a policy where local communities 
and businesses will be supported in revitalising towns and villages through tools and supports.  
It is about revitalising our communities and, of course, we want to create stronger and safer 
communities.  This ambitious and far-reaching policy contains a range of measures and fund-
ing supports aimed at making towns in the various counties more viable and attractive places in 
which to live, work and visit, while ensuring they are social, cultural and services hubs for the 
local community�

It is not just rural areas that can benefit from this.  As I said, I represent Dublin 15 and Dub-
lin West, which is a collection of various different villages.  They are real villages, like Cas-
tleknock village, Blanchardstown village, Clonsilla village, Ongar village and Ashtown village.  
During Covid, we saw how people were closer to home.  They were shopping and supporting 
local, and areas like Blanchardstown saw their greatest footfall ever in the Bank of Ireland and 
in Supervalu.  We could see the effect this was having on the main street.  The main streets in 
these areas often suffer because of their proximity to the city centre and they are not an entirely 
separate entity, as they might be in rural areas.  I do not think we want to go back to a place 
where those main streets do not get an opportunity to revive as well.  There is an opportunity 
around ensuring we get the benefit of the digital transformation that we saw in Covid, with 
people working remotely at home.  We want more people be able to work remotely but, again, 
we are missing out on the opportunities in these areas.

I see the Town Centre First model working for areas like this but it is not open to them at the 
moment.  If we look at the funding streams, there is the urban regional development fund, the 
rural regional development fund, the town and village renewal scheme and the towns fund for 
servicing sites for new homes and for the refurbishment of vacant homes.  We do not get access 
to those.  It is frustrating when we are meeting people from the Tidy Towns or from local groups 
who see money from these programmes going into other areas but not theirs.  They want their 
community co-working hub and to see community childcare.  They want those things to see 
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the transformation on the main street and to retain people who have been working in the area 
to keep them coming into their shops, whereby the traditional shops can benefit from it as well.

In conclusion, the model around town teams and the fact there is a regeneration officer and a 
health check could apply here.  Mobilising different groups and organisations around this model 
would have a hugely beneficial effect on suburban areas too.

08/03/2022C00200Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment  (Deputy  
Damien English): I thank Senator Currie for raising this issue, which I will answer on behalf 
of my colleague, the Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage, Deputy Peter Burke, who could not make it today.  He is glad the Senator raised this 
issue, however, because it is certainly something he would like to talk about to focus minds.

The whole idea behind the Town Centre First policy initiative and framework was to maxi-
mise the investment of State resources in our towns and villages right across the country, be 
they urban or rural.  We would then have a process to maximise that investment and be able 
to see positive outcomes that benefit the whole town, village and community.  Again, I thank 
Senator Currie for bringing the focus to the suburban town initiative.  I also recognise her work 
in this area in making sure we provide our towns and villages with the option of remote work-
ing, working from home and in trying to do away with that commute.  Bringing the heart back 
into our communities and lives is something she has been championing for years.  This initia-
tive should be able to assist with those plans�

The Town Centre First policy raised by Senator Currie today was launched on 4 February�  
It provides a co-ordinated, whole-of-government policy framework to address the decline in the 
heart of town centres, to provide support measures to regenerate and revitalise them, and, as I 
said earlier, to maximise the investment in our towns.  The Senator mentioned Blanchardstown 
and villages like Clonsilla.  All these different villages are part of the initiatives that could come 
through under this policy.  A key feature of the policy is the preparation of a Town Centre First 
plan for a town, which will be developed by the local community, supported by the local author-
ity and local business organisations, to identify and analyse the challenges facing the town and 
to propose initiatives and projects to address them�

The Town Centre First initiative, therefore, recognises that a solely top-down approach 
to the development of our towns is not appropriate to the challenges they face.  This is about 
trying to bring the community together with a list of actions that will help develop our towns 
over a period and make them much more attractive places in which to live, invest, create jobs 
and grow a business, as well as in which to raise a family and to be able to naturally expand 
our community services�  Instead, this document sets out an innovative approach whereby local 
communities and local businesses can be central to reimagining their own towns and planning 
their own futures�

With regard to suburban villages located within the five cities, as Senator Currie quite right-
ly referenced, these centres are recognised as being the heart of their local communities.  They 
provide a focus for local activities, allowing sustainable urban living and facilitating people’s 
access to local shops, services, community services, information, healthcare, amenities and the 
ability to work locally.  They are essential to the economic well-being and quality of life of the 
city�

The individual development plans of the metropolitan local authorities include important 
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policies related to regeneration of these areas, which also will tie into the Town Centre First 
initiative.  Their importance and the need for the strategic regeneration of urban and suburban 
villages is also strongly reflected across the regional spatial and economic strategies, RSESs, 
and related metropolitan area strategic plans, MASPs, that have now been produced by the three 
regional assemblies.

A number of funding sources are available to support the development and regeneration 
of such suburban areas including the urban regeneration and development fund, URDF, as 
well as funding for local sustainable transport infrastructure, community facilities, heritage and 
economic development among other areas available from various Departments and State agen-
cies.  To be clear, that urban regeneration funding should be available to those towns the Sena-
tor referenced today.  It absolutely is about developing these plans in conjunction with local 
authorities to be able to draw down this competitive funding.  Applications for these funds are 
primarily the responsibility of the relevant local authorities, which, as the planning authorities, 
are best placed to prioritise and integrate proposals in their operational areas, as advocated by 
the Town Centre First policy�

Funding has previously been provided through the urban regeneration and development 
fund to a number of regeneration projects in suburban village areas to date, including Inchicore 
in Dublin city and Stillorgan and Dundrum in the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown area, as well as a 
range of integrated regeneration projects in Tallaght, for example.

There will be a third call to the local authorities for project proposals for the URDF in the 
second half of 2022.  This will include inviting projects specifically focused on implementation 
of the Town Centre First policy�  In addition, the establishment of a national Town Centre First 
office will support the achievement of impactful regeneration nationwide through the develop-
ment of a Town Centre First toolkit, bringing together all the best people and the vested agen-
cies to work with local people to maximise their actions and approaches.  This toolkit of best 
practice will inform the local approaches to regeneration and will encompass specific strands 
targeting key factors such as urban development, economic enterprise development, commu-
nity engagement, digitalisation, climate action and others. 

As towns or suburban areas and communities develop their town action plans, different 
funding streams will feed into them.  The focus through this framework is that we get all the 
agencies and stakeholders together on the one pitch and buying into the one plan for their town.  
It does not mean that the results will be seen in year 1 but over a couple of years, as one wins 
and secures funding from different Government initiatives and funds to feed into the plan to 
make it happen over a period.  All the areas that the Senator mentioned earlier will be quite 
capable of being able to draw down that funding. 

08/03/2022D00200Senator  Emer Currie: When I talk to local authorities about access to town and village 
and the urban regeneration development fund and even the regional enterprise funding that 
is available, they say they are not able to get support from those schemes.  Will there be new 
schemes or will the schemes be tweaked so that areas such as Blanchardstown and Castleknock 
get access to them?  I agree that bringing together the stakeholders of a village is great.  There 
is a development plan.  There will be an urban planning framework for those different areas and 
hopefully between the development plan and this work and connecting the two there could be 
some great proposals that we can apply for funding under.

08/03/2022D00300Deputy  Damien English: As I am no longer the Minister of State with responsibility in 
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this Department, I do not want to rewrite policy while I am here.  I will certainly bring back the 
points raised by the Senator to the Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke�  To be clear, the un-
derstanding when we set up the urban and rural regeneration funds was that they would achieve 
the same thing in different settings because they are funded by two different Departments.  The 
majority of towns and villages, and certainly the ones mentioned by Senator Currie, are meant 
to be part of that.  That was always my understanding when it was done and talking to the 
Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, before today’s debate, and based on the response to the 
Senator’s question that I read, that is the aim.

We can engage with local authorities to see if there is misrepresentation or misunderstand-
ing.  In some cases, towns and villages are grouped together to ensure that they come under the 
different population numbers.  However, Blanchardstown, Clonee and Castleknock are areas 
that would need intervention by the State in conjunction with local communities and busi-
nesses.  The Senator is right to call them out here.  She asked if we will see tweaks to the Town 
Centre First initiative.  I would imagine that in the coming years different schemes and funding 
measures will be brought forward as well as tweaks.  Even with existing schemes, there are 
mechanisms there to find the funding that is needed for towns and villages.

I will bring this back to the Minister of State who can probably talk to the Senator about this 
directly�

08/03/2022D00400Food Industry

08/03/2022D00500Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I thank the Minister of State for taking this question.  Trade 
policy and import substitution is an area in which he has a strong interest.  Today, the Minister 
for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is meeting various farm organisations.  One thing he will 
encourage is increasing grain production to help provide greater domestic food security.  This 
is something that will be very welcome if it can be done and I am quite certain that our farmers 
and farm organisations can step up to the plate.

The average person in Ireland eats 54 kg of flour per year, that is quite a bit of bread and 
bread products, yet over 80% of the flour we use in Ireland is imported.  The bulk of this comes 
from the UK.  Something that the special committee on Brexit explored in detail is that much 
of the flour that we import from the UK is made with imported wheat, a lot of it coming from 
Canada.  Under the EU rules of origin that flour is subject to tariffs and if the non-EU content 
is more than 15% it is subject to the full tariffs.  This is already contributing to some of the cost 
pressures that are in place�

When it was before the Seanad Special Select Committee on the Withdrawal of the UK from 
the EU, Enterprise Ireland highlighted the need to look at import substitution for those that use 
flour in Ireland to change supply chains.   This is a view that was shared by Food Drink Ireland.  
On top of that we see the pressure that Russia’s disgraceful invasion of Ukraine will put on 
global food security.  About one quarter of the world’s wheat exports come from that region and 
even though we do not import much wheat from there directly, there will be a knock-on impact 
if wheat from that region is not contributing towards the world supply.

There are food security issues in parts of the Middle East, which I have spoken about in 
this House before and there will be knock-on implications on the supply coming in here.  I was 
looking at the Chicago commodities futures market and wheat prices are 70% higher now than 
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at the start of the year.  Last week, wheat futures contracts had their largest price increase since 
1959.  We will see a major problem around wheat supply and as we are importing a lot of flour 
produced from imported wheat we should be certain that this will impact here�

If we produce all that additional grain how can we ensure that we will have commercial 
mills in Ireland again?  There are a number of small mills here but supports should be put in 
place for the flour we use in our bread.  A pair of brothers in County Wexford, Andrew and Ray-
mond Kavanagh, have planning permission for a full commercial mill.  They have yet to receive 
much support from Enterprise Ireland, in spite of some of the discussions around the Brexit 
adjustment reserve fund�  If we look at import substitution we have to be in a position where 
we support those brothers or others who may wish to develop commercial mills around Ireland�  
We are inviting the farmers to grow more wheat so for the purposes of food security what guar-
antees can we put in place to ensure that we will have sufficient access to flour and ideally that 
we will have import substitution such that we can produce it here?  I ask the Minister of State to 
meet those brothers or to arrange through his office for Enterprise Ireland to meet them.  Food 
security, on a global and domestic level, is important and it is particularly important given the 
importance of flour to our diet.  I look forward to the Minister of State’s answer.

08/03/2022E00200Deputy  Damien English: I thank the Senator for raising this issue.  We have had to have 
an important conversation on import substitution and food security�  In recent years our supply 
chains were tested by Brexit, then Covid and now the terrible events and atrocities in Ukraine.  
There is an urgency around looking at food security issues, and import substitution is something 
that is close to my heart and which we have discussed in this House before.  Covid and Brexit 
have taught us that we need to look at that again and seek out any opportunity we can to produce 
at home on our shores.  That in turn creates jobs and gives us added security and opportunities.  
I would be happy to explore these options with the Senator.

The events of the last two weeks in Ukraine have brought about a different conversation 
and they have brought much more urgency to that issue.  The Government is monitoring the 
impacts of this crisis closely.  We have been working closely with our EU partners and fellow 
member states on the adoption of sanctions in response to Russia’s violation of Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity.  Ireland is fully committed to the comprehensive implementation of the four EU 
sanctions packages adopted to date, which will have an impact on our economy and industries.  
We have to plot a course through that to assist businesses and domestic customers through those 
difficult times.

While the effects of the series of sanctions being implemented may not be directly signifi-
cant for Ireland, the Irish economy remains exposed to the indirect spillover effects resulting 
from the sanctions and the general geopolitical instability.  We can see the price increases in 
many sectors already�  Sanctions will not be cost-free for Ireland or for other EU member states, 
as evidenced now by the sharp increase in flour prices and in the price of other commodities but 
we were left with little choice due to Russia’s behaviour.  We all agree that this is important but 
we also have to find ways to manage this for our economy.  Russia and Ukraine account for one 
third of global grain production, while the EU imports more than two fifths of its gas demand 
from Russia.  It goes without saying that Russia’s systemic role in energy supply will have sig-
nificant impacts on prices because some the costs of flour production are down to both the price 
of grain and the price of energy.  The implications for inflation and production costs are also sig-
nificant because of those energy costs.  Unfortunately, pass-through price effects are expected 
in other sectors apart from flour production, such as fertilisers, fuel and transport costs.  The 
knock-on effect will be quite serious.  I am aware that representations have been made by the 
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bakery sector on the implications of flour and gas costs on the price of bread and other products.  
My Department is working with our enterprise agencies and other Departments, including the 
establishment by the Taoiseach of a new group at Secretary General level, to update, advise and 
co-ordinate all aspects of our response to the conflict, to assess the full impacts of the sanctions 
and to develop mitigations and contingency plans to support enterprise and traders.

Unfortunately, there will be no easy solutions to addressing the indirect consequences of 
imposing these sanctions on Russia and Belarus.  The question of implementing measures on 
a sectoral basis would require careful consideration and should be balanced by consideration 
of other potential mechanisms in addressing the impact on the most vulnerable consumers and 
sectors.  On flour production and flour milling in general, we need to look into the feasibility of 
doing further processing in Ireland.  It is something we should look at, exactly as the Senator 
said.  Since Brexit, the rules of origin impact on flour have resulted in unintended consequences 
because we import most of our flour from the UK, and through Canada, although recently 
imports from Northern Ireland have surged, thus avoiding potential tariffs and cross-border 
delays.  I agree with the Senator that it is probably opportune to look specifically at the issue of 
supporting companies and the feasibility of doing further processing and flour milling in Ireland 
to secure our supply of this vital ingredient.

I certainly have an interest in organising that meeting with Enterprise Ireland and will join 
it I can.  If there are guys like Andrew Kavanagh and Raymond Kavanagh, who are seeking 
support to make this happen and already have planning permission, I would be very interested 
in seeing how we can progress that for them and for others.  While the Government will inter-
vene in different ways to deal with the current pressure right now, the Deputy is suggesting it 
deals with the long-term solution, which is something we should certainly be looking at.  I am 
happy to work with the Senator on it.  I will talk to our guys in Enterprise Ireland to see if we 
can organise a meeting to make that happen.

08/03/2022F00200Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I thank the Minister of State for agreeing to that meeting.  Most 
people in this country strongly support the sanctions we need to stand up to Russia.  As the 
Minister of State said, it has consequences.  One of the issues is the price of a loaf of bread.  
We all know the implications that will have, especially for those on low fixed incomes.  It is 
important, therefore, that we give certainty of supply to any of our bakers in this country and 
we also look at import substitution.  Brexit highlighted some of the problems but this conflict 
indicates there is an urgency to the matter.  I greatly appreciate the offer of a meeting and I will 
work with the Minister of State to set that up, but apart from providing support to the Cabinet, 
the general issue of import substitution, especially for those products and commodities where 
we are vulnerable, needs to be a real priority on the Government’s table�

08/03/2022F00300Deputy  Damien English: I again thank the Senator for raising this issue.  We are at one 
on the need to focus on import substitution in the short and long term to deal with crises such 
as the current one, but also from the perspective of job security and security for various parts of 
the market.  We should look at this for different reasons.  It is an area we probably need to focus 
more on, which I have been saying for a number of years.  From this point of view, certainly 
when it comes to flour and milling, if there is an opportunity there we should develop it.

On the sanctions and what is happening with Russia, the ultimate and most ideal solution 
to the crisis is for Russia to withdraw its forces and uphold international humanitarian and hu-
man rights law.  That is something we all agree with in this House.  The use of such military 
aggression has no place in the modern world and is wholly unacceptable in the 21st century.  
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Unfortunately, the longer this crisis continues the greater the adverse economic impacts will be, 
particularly on energy costs, which will carry through to consumers and businesses.  The Sena-
tor referenced the price of a loaf of bread.  That will impact on everybody but, specifically, it 
will hurt low-income families harder�

There is no doubt that low-margin industries, especially food producers and food proces-
sors, will be put under severe pressure in the coming weeks and possibly months.  The Govern-
ment may have to consider options that are targeted to provide relief in critical sectors.  That 
work is ongoing at present.  All these issues are being considered and co-ordinated at the high-
est levels of the Government and interdepartmentally.  I re-emphasise, and I agreed with the 
Senator on this, that there is now an opportunity to have another look at the domestic capacity 
for flour production and flour milling.  We will ask our enterprise agencies to examine this and 
to continue to assess business proposals for the setting up of commercial flour mills in Ireland, 
similar to those of the Kavanaghs and others.

3 o’clock

08/03/2022G00100Acting Chairperson (Senator Victor Boyhan): I thank the Minister of State, Deputy Bro-
phy, for coming to the House today for Commencement matters.  It is appreciated.  I call on 
Senator Hoey who has a Commencement matter on the International Dublin Gay Theatre Fes-
tival 2022�

08/03/2022G00250Arts Council

08/03/2022G00300Senator  Annie Hoey: I thank the Minister of State for coming to the House for this.  I do 
not know whether he is aware of this or what awareness his Department has on this issue�  We 
know that Covid has not been the only challenge that festivals and artists have faced.  I will talk 
about the International Dublin Gay Theatre Festival.  Its funding had been increased by 50% in 
2019, just ahead of Covid hitting.  Obviously, we then had Covid and all sorts of things.  My 
understanding, from my engagement with the team at the International Dublin Gay Theatre Fes-
tival, is that the funding has now been cut by 100%.  It has gone from an increase, pre-Covid, to 
absolutely and utterly no funding.  Having done some research, I cannot see any other festival 
that has lost 100% of its funding from the Arts Council.

Obviously, this is very concerning, not just based on the fact that this is an internationally 
renowned festival.  It is extremely popular and is held in very high regard.  The Taoiseach and 
the Minister have attended it previously.  It is considered one of the key LGBTQ playwright and 
theatre festivals in the world.  It brings LGBT tourism into the city and creates an opportunity 
to give credence and voice to LGBTQ playwrights and productions that may not get that same 
opportunity in other countries�

Dublin Gay Theatre Festival has appealed on a number of grounds as to why its funding has 
been cut.  It has sought answers and remedy to the situation.  As far as it and I can tell, answers 
or information have not been forthcoming.  There does not seem to be a reason to have cut this 
funding.  It seems quite unusual to have just cut funding for no reason whatsoever, especially 
on something as crucial as LGBTQ issues.

I hope it is not due to the assumption that because we have marriage equality, we do not 
need to protect, support or enhance LGBTQ issues and voices in Ireland�  I hope that is not the 
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case.  I know that some people, when we talk about LGBTQ issues, say that we have marriage 
equality and everything is grand.

Even if all was well, good and dandy for the LGBTQ community in Ireland, of which I am 
member, we could not agree that it was the same for LGBTQ communities the world over.  This 
is an international theatre festival.  It brings voices, productions and playwrights, globally, to 
Ireland.  It is not just us gays who go to it.  International LGBTQ people come to it.  We could 
not, in good faith, say that the situation is the same the world over.

This theatre festival gives voice, credence and space to productions that would otherwise 
not have been produced, as far as we are aware�  Certainly, a number of the people who have 
come to the International Dublin Gay Theatre Festival previously have said they would not 
have had an opportunity to produce or bring forward these plays beforehand.

The festival is brilliant for tourism and bringing people to Dublin.  As someone who used 
to work in theater, I know it is a great stomping ground.  That stomping ground as a place to 
stretch one’s play-writing experience and imagination and get international recognition is very 
important�

It is devastating that this funding has been lost.  The people at the International Dublin Gay 
Theatre Festival do not really understand why it has been lost�  No answer has been forthcom-
ing.  Is the Minister or the Department aware of this?  Do they have any plans to support this 
vital international gay theatre festival?  It is running on no money and it is not good enough that 
LGBTQ productions and theatre are pushed to the side again.

08/03/2022G00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs  (Deputy  Colm Brophy): I will 
take this Commencement matter on behalf of my colleague, the Minister for Tourism, Culture, 
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media�  I thank Senator Hoey for the opportunity to discuss this mat-
ter.  The Arts Council is the statutory body charged with supporting developing arts in Ireland.  
When it comes to funding the arts in any democratic state, the arms length principle is a funda-
mental tenet in Government funding of arts.  The arms length principle recognises that it would 
not be appropriate for Ministers and politicians to be in a position to decide which artistic en-
deavours should be funded and which should not.  For this reason, the legislation under which 
the Arts Council is constituted, the Arts Act 2003, includes a provision, at section 24(2), that 
ensures the council is independent in its funding decisions.  The Minister for Tourism, Culture, 
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, therefore, is statutorily precluded from intervening in how 
and to whom the Arts Council commits its funding.

I recognise and understand the sentiments behind requests to a Minister to intervene with 
the Arts Council on behalf of organisations that have been refused funding by the council, but I 
would defend the law in this case by saying that artistic freedom would suffer if Ministers could 
direct the council on who it should fund�  The maintenance of this approach between the Arts 
Council and the role of the Minister also ensures that all funding decisions are above reproach.  
I understand that the Arts Council provides detailed feedback on unsuccessful applications and 
has an appeals process in place�  I recommend that the International Dublin Gay Theatre Festi-
val adopt this approach�

Across its various funding schemes, the Arts Council supports more than 160 festivals annu-
ally.  Through its festival investment scheme, the council makes significant investment in festi-
vals nationwide.  The addition of festivals supported under the arts grant and strategic funding 



Seanad Éireann

418

schemes ensures that there is a flexible and comprehensive support for festivals in Ireland.  The 
council recognises the distinctive role arts festivals play in sustaining a vibrant and sustainable 
arts profile at local level.  Festivals provide opportunities for artists and audiences to experience 
new work and ways of making work.

There is no funding or revenue stream in the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media that provides funding to organisations which have been refused funding 
by the Arts Council and there are no plans to introduce one�  However, the Department does 
operate a small-scale local festivals and summer schools funding scheme.  The scheme is de-
signed to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which are not in receipt of other 
essential Government moneys and which may not be eligible under funding criteria for larger 
scale events supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council or similar bodies�  This scheme is 
currently open for applications on the Department’s website�  In addition, Senator Hoey may be 
interested to note that a number of local authorities support small-scale festivals, in some cases, 
under the all-of-Government Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022, led by the Department of 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media�

08/03/2022H00200Senator  Annie Hoey: I thank the Minister of State for his response but I am not asking that 
anyone directs the Arts Council to fund this festival or to change its funding system.  The issue 
I am raising is that there seems to be no other revenue stream or way to fund this festival.  The 
festival has gone through the appeals process and the issue is that process.  The appeal is about 
the process, not about the decision�  There is no way, as far as I can tell, for the International 
Dublin Gay Theatre Festival to even find out why the funding has been cut.  It is concerning that 
funding can be cut without any reason being given.  That is very worrying.  This festival has 
been running for 19 years, with 48 plays published, but now, after two decades of success, it is 
going to be left with nothing.  This theatre festival was incredibly important, not just for Irish 
but for international LGBTQ theatre.  It was good for queer voices and it is really important that 
it is supported and not left to collapse.  I am just devastated to see that this is going to happen 
to such a brilliant festival�

08/03/2022H00300Deputy  Colm Brophy: I thank Senator Hoey for her remarks and reiterate, as I said earlier, 
that the council does provide detailed feedback on unsuccessful applications and that there is an 
appeals process.  Obviously, there is a channel available to try to get information.  I thank the 
Senator for raising the issue and I will convey her concerns to the Minister.

08/03/2022H00400An Garda Síochána

08/03/2022H00500Senator  Barry Ward: This is an issue with which the Acting Chairman is very familiar.  I 
thank the Minister of State for coming to the House to deal with this matter.  He will be aware 
that in 2012 An Garda Síochána undertook a rationalisation programme, which meant that it 
looked at whether it needed all its stations throughout the country.  As a result of that review, a 
decision was made to close a number of them, some more controversially than others.  Specifi-
cally in my area, the Garda station at Kill of the Grange, 300 m away from where I grew up, was 
one of the ones that was closed.  The second one was in Dalkey.  Those two buildings have lain 
idle since they were closed in 2012 and 2013, respectively.  Dalkey was closed in June 2012 and 
Kill of the Grange in April 2013.  They are two significant buildings.  In the case of Dalkey, it 
is part of the heritage town.  The building itself is an old structure full of character and heritage.  
The Garda station in Kill of the Grange is slightly more modern but it is still a significant land-
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mark at the bottom of Rochestown Avenue�

These are two buildings that could definitely be put to use, but which have been empty 
or idle since they closed.  I know that people have been living in the buildings in a caretaker 
capacity.  That is something the Office of Public Works, OPW, has done and does with other 
buildings.  I understand that it takes time to repurpose buildings such as these and that there is a 
process that must be gone through whereby an alternative State function is sought, a building is 
put on sale or a community function is also considered�  That is the order in which the alterna-
tives are considered.  I do not have a difficulty with any of that, what I have a difficulty with is 
that the Garda stations have been closed for ten and nine years, respectively�  The communities 
in those areas have no use of those buildings and the people in those areas have to look at them, 
essentially derelict or unused.  Even though people may be living in them, they are not build-
ings that are interacting with the community around them, which is a real shame because both 
buildings are significant landmarks.  The Garda station in Dalkey is on Tubbermore Road, a 
residential road, right in the centre of the village.  People live adjacent to it.  It is such a beautiful 
building, and it is a crying shame for it to go unused for so long.

In the case of Kill of the Grange, I understand that Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Coun-
cil has indicated a preference to purchase the building and that a purchase price has been agreed.  
I also understand that it was done in 2019 and yet here we are in 2022 and there has been no 
movement regarding the sale of the property.  My understanding of the way these things work is 
that the Valuation Office sets the purchase price, and the council agrees to it.  As far as I know, 
that has been done, yet Kill of the Grange Garda station is essentially empty and derelict.  It is 
a not insubstantial plot.  I do not understand why the council has not bought it yet.

What I am looking for today is some kind of commitment that we will move on with these 
buildings; that we will recognise that they have a role in the streetscape and the community in 
which they are based�  They can be very easily repurposed and they have a value and we should 
move on with giving them that value within the community.

08/03/2022J00200Deputy  Colm Brophy: I am responding to this matter on behalf of my colleague, the Min-
ister of State at the Department of Finance with responsibility for the OPW, Deputy O’Donovan�  
I thank Senator Ward for raising the issue, which is rather ironic, allowing for the fact that I also 
grew up at the opposite end of Rochestown Avenue.  I must make that declaration of interest.  I 
well know the two buildings to which the Senator refers.  He makes some very valid points in 
his contribution about them and their role within the community�

The OPW has responsibility on behalf of the State for managing and maintaining a substan-
tial and complex estate, comprising approximately 2,500 properties valued at €3.3 billion in to-
tal.  This extensive and diverse portfolio of State properties includes office accommodation for 
all Departments, the property estate for An Garda Síochána and numerous properties for State 
agencies.  The portfolio also encompasses specialised spaces such as public offices, laboratories 
and cultural institutions, in addition to warehouses, heritage properties, visitor centres and sites.  
In any major portfolio, there will always be a certain level of vacant properties�  It is normal to 
have an amount of space vacant, or vacant properties, at any given time, as the portfolio could 
not function without the flexibility that it provides.  Not all vacant properties will be deemed 
surplus to the State’s requirements or deemed suitable for disposal.

The OPW has actively pursued its disposal policy in recent years�  From 2014 to 2021, 
the OPW has disposed of 128 surplus properties, generating an income in excess of €22 mil-
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lion.  The disposal programme will continue throughout 2022 and 2023 for 99 currently surplus 
properties, with three auctions already planned�  The OPW, by default, consults with local au-
thorities, the HSE, Departments, the Land Development Agency, LDA, and other State bodies 
in relation to any vacant building or site that is surplus to its requirements.  The purpose of the 
consultation with other State bodies is to ascertain a State use or public interest in advance of 
a decision to sell on the open market�  Over the past number of years, the OPW has facilitated 
a number of property disposals to other public bodies to help meet challenges in the housing 
area in particular.  If no State use is identified, the OPW considers if open market disposal is 
an option, depending on prevailing market conditions.  Alternatively, the OPW may consider 
community involvement, subject to a detailed submission that demonstrates that the community 
or voluntary group seeking to use the property has the means to insure, maintain and manage 
it in order to reduce costs to the Exchequer.  As part of An Garda Síochána’s 2012 rationalisa-
tion programme, the former Garda station at Dalkey closed on 30 June 2012.  From 2014 to 
2018, the OPW entered into a pilot guardianship project with Camelot Properties for both the 
Dalkey and Kill of the Grange properties.  In 2019 Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
expressed an interest in acquiring the former Garda station property, a protected structure, for 
social housing.  The council carried out an inspection in late 2019 and subsequently advised 
the OPW that the property did not meet its requirements, taking account of the substantial costs 
required to repurpose the property.  The OPW received a request in October 2020 to facilitate 
the housing of Syrian refugees in the property.  As the property had already been assessed for 
housing by the local authority and deemed unsuitable, the OPW was unable to accede to this 
request.  As no alternative State requirement has been identified, the OPW plans to dispose of 
the property.  The registration process is currently being progressed with a view to placing the 
property on the open market for disposal�

08/03/2022K00200Acting Chairperson (Senator Victor Boyhan):  I thank the Minister of State for that very 
comprehensive reply�

08/03/2022K00300Senator  Barry Ward: I am not sure I agree on how comprehensive the reply is, to be hon-
est.  Obviously the Department has set out the basis on which these buildings are repurposed 
and disposed of.  It does not account for the glacial pace at which it is done.  The people who 
live in Dalkey and Kill of the Grange are entitled to expect that these significant buildings in 
their areas, in the case of Dalkey an historic building, are properly repurposed.  It should not 
take a decade to do that.  It should not be the case that I ask this question and now we are told 
that the Chief State Solicitor’s Office, CSSO, is preparing contracts.  This is something that 
should happen as a matter of course�  In the course of the Minister of State’s response, the 
suggestion that the OPW has done this for 128 properties over the course of seven years is not 
something to trumpet as progress.  It takes far too long.  These are valuable, beautiful buildings 
in the centre of suburban areas that could absolutely be used tomorrow if the Department was 
willing to move and to facilitate their sale or whatever it might be.  However, the people who 
live in these areas should not have to live next to vacant, essentially derelict, buildings, when 
they have perfectly good purposes available to them.  I thank the Minister of State for attend-
ing.  I appreciate the clarity of his answer on one level, but I also feel it is slightly frustrating 
for people living in the areas.

08/03/2022K00400Deputy  Colm Brophy: I thank the Senator�  I hear the points he makes and I fully under-
stand that question of frustration for people living in an area wondering what is happening.  As I 
indicated in my reply, it is the process that when it comes to the former Garda station in Dalkey, 
the OPW will now prepare the property for sale by public auction for disposal of it in the third 
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quarter of 2022.  As I already indicated, Kill of the Grange and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council have identified it as a property they can use and that completed contracts and 
the transfer of the property should be completed by the second quarter of 2022.

  Cuireadh an Seanad ar fionraí ar 3.19 p.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar 3.34 p.m.

  Sitting suspended at 3.19 p.m. and resumed at 3.34 p.m.

08/03/2022N00100An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

08/03/2022N00200Senator  Seán Kyne: The Order of Business is No. 1, motion regarding the Data Protection 
Act 2018 (Access Modification) (Health) Regulations 2022, to be taken on the conclusion of 
the Order of Business without debate; No. 2, motion regarding the Technological Universities 
Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) (No� 2) Order 2022, referral to committee, to be taken 
on the conclusion of No. 1, without debate; No. 3, the Sea-Fisheries (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2021 - Report and Final Stages, to be taken at 4.45 p.m. and to adjourn at 6.30 p.m., if not 
previously concluded; and No. 5, Redundancy Payments (Amendment) Bill 2022 - Second 
Stage, to be taken at 6.30 p.m., with the time allocated for the opening remarks of the Minister 
not to exceed ten minutes, group spokespersons not to exceed eight minutes each, all other 
Senators not to exceed five minutes each and the Minister to be given no less than ten minutes 
to reply to the debate�

08/03/2022O00100An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I thank the Acting Leader.  As is well-established custom, I now 
invite the father of the House, to address the House�

08/03/2022O00300Senator  David Norris: I have come to the House today to say a few words in memory of 
my old friend and colleague, the late Senator John A. Murphy, who died at the astonishing age 
of 95.  John was always so youthful intellectually that it was difficult to believe he had achieved 
the age of 95. He was an awkward bugger.  I remember when I once had a motion down - I can-
not remember what it was about - and I was giving two minutes and two minutes to different 
people to speak.  John came up to me and said, “Can I have two minutes to speak on your mo-
tion?”  I told him, “Of course you can, I welcome anybody speaking in favour of my motion”.   
He said, “ Oh I’m not speaking in favour I’m speaking against it.”  That was him.  He was an 
absolute contrarian�

John A. Murphy was in the Seanad from 1977 to 1992 and he was a remarkable contributor.  
John was named Cork person of the year.  I have just come back from Cork.  It is a remarkable 
place and to be made a Cork person of the year is some accolade.  John was also a fantastic 
singer.  I remember him singing in Áras an Uachtaráin.  I cannot recall the song but it was some 
quite ordinary song which he sang in six or seven different languages.  John was quite a poly-
math.  He was also quite a distinguished author.  He wrote a history of University College Cork, 
The College: The History of Queens’ University College Cork.  John was a native of Macroom, 
and was very proud to be a Macrumpian�  He also wrote a very important book called Ireland 
in the Twentieth Century�

John could be awkward and he had particular ideas about the Proclamation.  I shared his 
ideas about the Proclamation, and particularly where they talk about “our gallant allies”.  The 
gallant ally was the Kaiser.  People forget that.  People were pledging allegiance to the Kaiser 
in the middle of the First World War, but there we are�
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John was, I think and I hope, unforgettable.  I was proud to have him as a friend and col-
league in this House.  We do miss him.  As we say as Gaeilge, ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

08/03/2022O00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Go raibh maith agat.  I thank Senator Norris, father of the House.  
It is a very fitting tribute from someone who worked alongside Mr. Murphy.  The Senator will 
be happy to know that we have held one minute’s silence for Mr� Murphy, and that we have had 
some tributes also�  We have also written to the family�  I know that Senator Norris would want 
to be aware of that�

08/03/2022O00500Senator  David Norris: If it is not impertinent, perhaps it might be appropriate to send a 
copy of what I have said to his family�

08/03/2022O00600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: We can arrange that.  We can do that.

08/03/2022O00700Senator  David Norris: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle�

08/03/2022O00900An Leas-Chathaoirleach: We will now turn to the party rotation�  To speak on behalf of the 
Fianna Fáil group I invite Senator Fiona O’Loughlin.

08/03/2022O01000Senator  Fiona O’Loughlin: I support the Order of Business�  How lovely to hear the 
words from Senator Norris�  On Sunday I met with the O’Connors from Clondrohid just outside 
Macroom.  We had a great conversation about John A. Murphy and how proud he was of Mac-
room�  I absolutely echo Senator Norris’s sentiments�

Today is International Women’s Day�  I wish a very happy International Women’s Day to 
all of the female parliamentarians in this House and in Dáil Éireann, and all of the women who 
work here in Leinster House�  We stand in solidarity with all of the women in Ukraine, and all 
of those women who are elected to represent them.  I am looking forward to meeting some of 
them who will make the journey to Strasbourg next week for the emergency Council of Europe 
plenary session�  

I started off this morning by going to a local community group of women in the Newbridge 
Family Resource Centre�  On International Women’s Day, we tend to think of those who are 
breaking the glass ceiling.  For me, the day is about the women in the community who, day in 
and day out, work to support their families, neighbours and communities.  Those are the people 
I want to honour today�

I pay tribute to my colleague, Senator Dooley, who I saw coming into the Chamber.

08/03/2022P00200Senator  David Norris: Hear, hear�

08/03/2022P00300Senator  Fiona O’Loughlin: I did not know when I was going to see him next.  To see 
Senator Dooley and former Deputy and current MEP Billy Kelleher being courageous in travel-
ling to see for themselves the situation in Ukraine was inspirational.  I have no doubt it was a 
dangerous journey.  I am looking forward to having a discussion and listening to the Senator’s 
experiences.

I salute the wonderful work that communities in Kildare and right around the country are 
doing to support Ukrainians.  Collections of money and goods, cake sales and coffee mornings 
are being run by sporting clubs, communities and local businesses.  They are incredible.  People 
are gathering to take Ukrainians into their homes.



8 March 2022

423

In 2003, I worked with the best group of people I could ever imagine when setting up the 
host town programme for that year’s world games.  The people in 180 towns right around the 
island of Ireland opened their homes and hearts to people from all over the world�  I am see-
ing that happen again now.  People are opening their homes to Ukrainians.  I and the group of 
people with whom I worked 19 years ago spent all weekend gathering all the papers and infor-
mation we had and bringing it all up to date to summarise how a community should prepare for 
a delegation.  We are making that information available to the Irish Red Cross and any organisa-
tion that wants it to support those delegations.

08/03/2022P00400Senator  Martin Conway: Like some who have already spoken and, I have no doubt, oth-
ers who are going to speak, I acknowledge that today is International Women’s Day.  We men 
have a role to play in trying to achieve the type of equality that women deserve.  I am talk-
ing about real equality in sport, culture, arts, business, education and politics.  The inequality 
women have experienced over many decades has largely been a result of the negligence of 
men�  Therefore, the men in our society must step up to the plate now to embrace, promote and 
demand the type of equality we have ourselves and that we should want to see for women in 
this society�

One of the great women of these Houses was a lady named Brigid Hogan-O’Higgins.  She 
will be celebrating her 90th birthday next Thursday.  She was elected as a female Deputy at the 
age of 24 in 1957.  She is the only surviving Member of the Sixteenth Dáil or, indeed, any of 
the preceding Dáileanna.  On International Women’s Day, it is fitting to pay tribute to Brigid 
Hogan-O’Higgins, who charted a crusade in 1957 when it was not popular or easy to get elected 
to Dáil Éireann�

Like other colleagues, I wish to speak again about Ukraine.  Like others, I was at the em-
bassy today where we listened to a number of Ukrainian people�  The Leas-Chathaoirleach was 
also there.  Heart-wrenching stories about young children going hungry in Ukraine were shared 
with us by the Ukrainian ambassador to Ireland, a very brave and courageous lady.  We need to 
do everything we can.  I do not believe we are doing enough as a country and I do not believe 
the international community is doing enough.  I do not believe the sanctions that are place now 
are working.  We need stronger sanctions.  We need sanctions like we have never seen before in 
this world because what is happening in our modern age and society is appalling.  It cannot be 
said or expressed often enough.  The graphic images, descriptions, photographs, video footage, 
and social media postings of what has been happening in Ukraine, on International Women’s 
Day and during the past two weeks, and no doubt they will continue going forward, are dread-
ful.   We are not doing enough and we need to do more.

08/03/2022Q00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I should have pointed out that in addition to following the rota 
provided, I am following the normal party rota.  I wish to explain this as Senator Conway was 
later coming in than others and there could be a misunderstanding around that.  We are follow-
ing a party rota as well.  As per the party rota, the next speaker is Senator Craughwell, on behalf 
of the Independent Group�

08/03/2022Q00300Senator  Gerard P. Craughwell: In recent days, I have written to all Members of the 
House considering the issue of neutrality and the discussion on neutrality that has raged in this 
House for as long as I have been a Member.  I have never accepted that Ireland is a neutral 
country and, although there is never a good time to have this discussion, we must have it now.

For the moment, we decided to provide assistance to one of the belligerents involved in the 
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current engagement.  By the way, I am 100% supportive of what has been done for Ukraine and 
I am sorry we did not do more�  We have armaments we could send to Ukraine and I really wish 
we would send them to Ukraine�  People need to be able to defend themselves, and anybody 
who has been watching television images will have seen the horrific bombardment of cities that 
has been taking place.  I fully support the position taken by the Government and I wish it would 
go much further.

The time has come to settle the discussion on neutrality once and for all�  Our Defence 
Forces is closely aligned with NATO and whether or not we become a member of NATO is 
another topic entirely, but to be militarily non-aligned is not to be neutral.  It is to mean that we 
can choose a position at any given time we want.  We were at the Russian Embassy this morn-
ing and we met the Ukrainian ambassador.  The images we are seeing are horrific.  Tomorrow 
morning, thanks to my colleague, Senator Keogan, we will have ambassadors from all over 
the world in Leinster House to support Ukraine�  I call on all Members of the House to support 
Senator Keogan who has put this together, about which I am sure she will have plenty to say.

A few days ago, when I spoke about this, people said “he is off his head”.  At the end of the 
day, we have to realise that we could be facing up to 150,000 refugees coming to this country.  
As of today, we are obliged to take up to 40,000.  There are now more than 2 million refugees in 
Poland.  The figure of 150,000 is if only 7 million people cross the border, which is not beyond 
the bounds of possibility�

We need to have the discussion on our position in foreign affairs soon.  I would appreciate 
if the Acting Leader would request that we have a debate on the issue of neutrality.  Let us kick 
it out into the open.  I have been asking for this for eight years.  Now is the time to have that 
discussion and let us see where it leads us�

08/03/2022Q00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I now call Senator Pauline O’Reilly, on behalf of the Green 
Party, and I take this opportunity to join with colleagues in acknowledging today being In-
ternational Women’s Day, which is a very important day and merits absolute recognition and 
a proactive response in terms of women’s rights.  All that has been said by colleagues in that 
regard is true.  A great exemplar of a woman politician is Senator Pauline O’Reilly, hence my 
recognition of International Women’s Day now.

08/03/2022Q00500Senator  Pauline O’Reilly: I thank the Leas-Chathaoirleach and I am sure he would also 
say the same in respect of all our colleagues here.  It is important that the House recognises this 
very important day, International Women’s Day�

First, with regard to the Order of Business, I am disappointed to see that the fur farming 
Bill is not on the Order Paper today but I am hopeful it will come back soon because there is an 
urgency around it, as I am sure we all appreciate.

In regard to Ukraine, it has come to my attention that there are some housing bodies that are 
not allowing their tenants to apply through the Red Cross portal to offer spare rooms in their 
houses.  This is something we need to follow up on.  We are living in unprecedented times and 
every available space must be used, particularly when people are generous enough to open up 
their own homes.  For those who have not looked at the portal, when I looked at it last night, it 
was down for some substantial time, which goes to show that the Irish people and people living 
in Ireland really want to be part of offering our solidarity within our own homes and within our 
own country�
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We have had more than 2,000 people arrive in Ireland already.  The majority have gone to 
their families and the rest have been put up in hotel accommodation for the moment.  Looking 
at the faces of the children who are fleeing their native land, as I am sure we have all seen, they 
all have an expectation of being at home, being with their friends and being in their schools very 
soon, as I am sure our children would too, but we really do not know how long this will be.  This 
really is an effort from every single person.  Wartime is a long-distant memory for many of us, 
or not a memory at all, but I think we will see that it will call on every part of ourselves and our 
resources to be able to do something, and that means doing something across social protection, 
education and fuel.  It will really mean a huge effort.

I would like to point to the announcement today of a temporary school for the next two years 
for the Galway Educate Together secondary school.  Senators Seán Kyne and Ollie Crowe came 
with me last week to a meeting with the school.  I am delighted that it now has some certainty 
to allow the school to grow and to flourish, which will give a lot of confidence to the students 
and also to the parents of those who will be coming in this September.

08/03/2022R00200Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I want to join with colleagues in noting that today is Inter-
national Women’s Day.  We have a very proud record in the Seanad, not just of having very fine 
and capable current female Members of the Seanad but in the past as well�  The Seanad also has 
a proud record, as the Leas-Chathaoirleach will know, of progressing important legislation that 
impacts on women’s lives and, hopefully, makes a difference.  We saw the passage through this 
House recently of the stalking Bill and in the last term we worked very well on the domestic vi-
olence Bill, which saw coercive control deemed a criminal offence.  At this point in time, given 
events in Ukraine and globally, we know that issues like war, ecological destruction, increased 
energy prices and the cost of living, poverty, conflict and, in our own experience, the legacy 
of conflict all disproportionately impact upon women.  While it is important to acknowledge 
and celebrate the women in our lives, whether they are indigenous women, women of colour, 
women with disabilities or trans women, and it is right that we celebrate and acknowledge 
them, it is also important to remember there is a sentiment and a purpose behind International 
Women’s Day, and that is to ensure, as Senator Conway said, equality and justice for all women, 
no matter where they are�

It would be timely if we could have a discussion on UN Resolution 1325, which I know this 
State adopted.  It would be good to hear from the relevant Minister about how the resolution 
is being implemented in practice.  In speaking about the issues of refugees, which other col-
leagues have obviously mentioned, the news today is that 2 million people have fled Ukraine.  I 
know the Acting Leader will appreciate that in the part of Ireland I am from, the current policy 
approach to refugees by the British Government is anathema to what we are about in terms of 
welcoming and supporting people and in respect of international solidarity.  Other Members are 
entitled to call for whatever debate they so choose�  I would appreciate the opportunity to have 
statements from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, however, about how we will use our position 
at the UN Security Council to co-ordinate aid relief, support for refugees, humanitarian efforts 
and hear how this State will work in practical ways in ensuring that we can assist refugees, be 
they from Ukraine or any other part of the world torn apart by conflict not of their making.

08/03/2022S00200Senator  Annie Hoey: Guím Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan faoi mhaise ar gach duine.  Is lá é 
le smaoineamh ar an dul chun cinn atá déanta, agus atá fós le déanamh, ag mná na hÉireann.  I 
want to briefly talk about International Women’s Day in Ukraine.  It could be argued that war is 
one of the most gendered of experiences.  While men in the main depart their homes to fight at 
the front lines, women and their children in general are left with few options - stand to protect 
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their homes, organise resistance movements or flee.  War visits particular suffering on women 
with the loss of their partners, homes, jobs, fathers, brothers, children and autonomy�

I read the United Nations Population Fund report on women’s experience of war in Ukraine, 
which stated:

In the days since Russia launched a military offensive in Ukraine, the world has seen 
the photographs of women giving birth in underground metro stations and newborns hast-
ily being moved to makeshift bomb shelters as health facilities become inaccessible or too 
damaged to function.  An estimated 80,000 women will give birth in the next three months 
in Ukraine – many of them without access to critical maternal health care�  For some, child-
birth will be a life-threatening rather than a life-changing experience.

  I was following the news earlier when the Ukrainian President reported that a child has al-
legedly died of dehydration in Mariupol, Ukraine.  Today, I stand in solidarity with the women 
of Ukraine and all women who are affected by war in all nations.  We, as a neutral nation, will 
have our role to play in this conflict.  I ask Government Members today to fight to place the 
needs of women in the conflicts at the heart of that response.  Perhaps it could be worth conven-
ing a discussion on that response in this House in the coming weeks.  On International Women’s 
Day, I say to Ukrainian women, and people living in Ireland and abroad, that we offer them our 
deepest solidarnist�

The second issue I wish to raise with regard to International Women’s Day is that of Travel-
ler and Roma women across the world�  As Senator Flynn has put it to us, we must all stand up 
in this House as allies�  I will read out some of the statistics on Traveller women, which are a 
real stain on our country.  Traveller women die 11 and a half years younger, suicide rates are six 
times higher, only 1% of Travellers reach third level education and more than 80% are rearing 
children without water or toilets in their homes�  In the words of Traveller activist Rosemary 
Maughan, whose handle on Twitter is @Minceirbeoir, this is “cultural genocide”.  On Interna-
tional Women’s Day, therefore, we should and must be allies to all women�  Our feminism must 
be intersectional and we need to tear those patriarchal structures down and karate-chop them 
back into the past, exactly where they belong.

08/03/2022S00300Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: Hear, hear�

08/03/2022S00400Senator  Eileen Flynn: On behalf of the Civil Engagement Group, I wish all women in 
civil society a happy International Women’s Day.  Our thoughts and prayers today are with the 
women of Ukraine, as well as Syrian and Yemeni women and children and all those who are 
living in war and violence.

I want to talk a little bit today about the National Traveller Women’s Forum, which is a 
Traveller women’s organisation.  I am on a career break from the forum, having worked for it 
for almost three years before I came to this House�  The National Traveller Women’s Forum 
acknowledges that Travellers were recognised as an ethnic minority group five years ago.

4 o’clock

However, the National Traveller Women’s Forum is putting the question to this House to-
day: has enough been done in the past five years?  The answer is clearly not.  For instance, 
homelessness levels have increased�  We saw the Ombudsman for Children’s report last year 
that let children tell us in their own words how their right to safe and secure accommodation 
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has been violated�

  The National Traveller Women’s Forum and all Traveller women have been fighting for 
decades for a higher standard of Traveller accommodation, better outcomes for our children 
and for ourselves in education, better employment opportunities and better access to health ser-
vices, including targeted mental health supports and a strategy to address the Traveller mental 
health crisis, when we know that Traveller women are six times more likely to die by suicide 
than women in the general population.  The fight continues and so does the struggle for wider 
gender equality and recognition.  Traveller women’s views are rarely looked for when wider 
gender policy is developed by Government.  At the same time, we know that Traveller women 
are making important contributions to Irish society in many different professions.  

  The phrase “if you can’t see it, you can’t be it” is important but often thrown around.  Many 
Traveller women see it but while we have the ability and the desire to be it, unfortunately the 
opportunities are not always there for us and for our community�  What we want, and what the 
National Traveller Women’s Forum wants, is a better and brighter future for our children, our 
grandchildren and for the next generation. 

  The National Traveller Women’s Forum in standing in solidarity with all ethnic minority 
women today and women in Ireland who experience systemic racism and sexism.  We stand 
with women who are working towards equality within our own communities as well as with the 
majority population�  

  Finally our thoughts and prayers are with all in Ukraine and refugees from Ukraine.

08/03/2022T00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Dooley is next.  I join in the congratulations to him on 
his recent initiative�

08/03/2022T00300Senator  Timmy Dooley: On International Women’s Day, it is a sad state of affairs that 22 
million women on the Continent of Europe are fleeing for their lives and those of their children 
at the behest of a brutal dictator.  At the weekend I had the privilege of being invited to Ukraine 
by President Zelensky’s party�  I travelled with Billy Kelleher MEP to Lviv�  We had an invita-
tion to see at first hand the crisis on the other side of the border.  It would be an understatement 
to say that the scenes there are heart wrenching.  For miles, there are people queuing to cross the 
border on foot and there are probably up to 20 km of cars with people there for days�  It really is 
a testament to the strength of their character that they have kept it together.  I have heard other 
world leaders suggest that it will not remain like that.  I would not be surprised.  It is a stretch 
to expect people to remain calm in these very difficult circumstances.

What needs to happen?  Europe needs to put in more effort on both sides of the border.  The 
Polish Government is working well once people get across the border.  It has the appropriate 
infrastructure in place to process and move people on to various locations to which they might 
want to go or be housed.  However, on the Ukrainian side, it is devastating.  The temperatures 
are still very low.  It is -5 °C at night.  Thankfully it was not snowing on Sunday and Monday 
but you cannot expect women and children to stand for a day and a half in -5 °C.  I do not think 
it is something that anyone here would ever want to contemplate.  It is not just women and 
children.  It is aged men and women as well.  Probably the most heart wrenching thing is to see 
elderly mothers pushing clearly physically disabled children in wheelchairs for days.  There is 
a requirement on us to act.  I would ask the Leas Cathaoirleach to bear with me for a second.   

The governor of Lviv oblast and the mayor of Lviv were anxious that we would commu-
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nicate that they are grateful but that they want continued support, not just short-term support.  
They want more direct support and financial aid to purchase humanitarian equipment that is 
needed, including baby food of all sorts.  They recognise Ireland’s neutrality so they know we 
will not provide lethal aid but they want non-lethal aid like helmets, life vests and other non-
lethal equipment.  There is a recognition that all countries bordering Ukraine have done well 
in assisting but that more can be done.  It is devastating that we left to hear that the evacuation 
corridor from Mariupol, which had been expected to give some semblance of relief to people 
there, was mined and bombed by the Russians.  That gives one to understand what devastation 
is happening.

08/03/2022U00200Senator  Jerry Buttimer: We are on the cusp of St. Patrick’s week.  The latter gives us, 
as a nation, an opportunity to have the focus of the world on us and on our diaspora�  Ours is a 
history of emigration, in some cases forced, and of having to leave our homeland in Ireland to 
travel to Sydney Harbour, Ellis Island or the UK�

Senator Dooley spoke very eloquently.  We stand with the people of Ukraine today and we 
associate with their: fear; trauma; isolation; the language barrier; the lack of money; and the 
lack of a secure future�  It behoves all of us in the international community, not just to stand in 
solidarity, but for all governments of Europe to work to ensure this war comes to an end.  I had 
the pleasure of being in Kyiv three years ago to carry out election monitoring.  I was struck by 
the rush to vote on behalf of ordinary men and women who cherished their democracy and who 
voted for change on that occasion but who were proud of their sovereignty.  I ask our Ministers 
and those who travel around the world next week to ensure that the Irish céad míle fáilte, the 
hundred thousand welcomes are extended and that it is made clear that we are welcoming our 
Ukrainian friends to this country�  I know the Government has opened a portal today with the 
Irish Red Cross in order to register Ukrainian refugees.  It is important that all of us, collectively 
and collaboratively, stand with the people of Ukraine and ensure that every effort is made to 
make our Ukrainian friends welcome here�

I commend the Deputy Leader on the motion he has tabled for the Fine Gael Parliamentary 
Party meeting tomorrow to the effect that we would have a debate in this House on fuel and the 
cost of same before we rise for the St� Patrick’s Day break�  It is important that we have a real 
and honest debate about the rise of the price of fuel and what this Government can do�  I hope 
that debate can be held on Thursday before we leave for the St� Patrick’s Day break�

08/03/2022U00300Senator  Sharon Keogan: I want to start by wishing women everywhere well on Interna-
tional Women’s Day, which, oddly, we will be making statements on tomorrow in this House.  
It is a great shame that our slot was put back until tomorrow.

I wonder if we can we have a debate in the House on public liability insurance for busi-
nesses and community groups?  The cost of insurance has been inflating for years and the pub-
lic liability insurance premiums continue to rise, despite a significant fall in the size of injury 
awards.  A report late last year found that the awards had fallen by an average of 40% since 
the problem of disproportionate payouts was addressed by the Government and the Judiciary, 
which is to be welcomed.  The insurance companies identified the cost of claims as the key 
driver of insurance costs and we have done our side of the deal in bringing those more into line 
with international levels.  Insurance companies must act in good faith in return and pass on 
this reduction in costs to the insurer, rather than maintaining current premium growth rates and 
simply pocketing the profits.
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Much attention was paid to small shops and community businesses during the pandemic, 
and rightly so.  These enterprises facilitated a sense of community and neighbourhood and 
they deserve our support but we cannot confine that support to Covid times only.  Many busi-
nesses that survived Covid restrictions may yet be put under by soaring insurance premiums.  
Aside from businesses, volunteer community groups throughout the country are having their 
activities severely curtailed or cancelled altogether by insurance requirements accompanied by 
premiums that are simply unpayable.  Whether it is beach clean-ups, graveyard maintenance, 
work with refugees or sports camps, community initiatives that enable people to give back to 
their communities and build them up in the process should enjoy every possible support we can 
give them.  That is why consideration should be given to allowing community groups to access 
insurance through the public participation network, via their local council, and be insured at 
a lower rate through Irish public bodies.  That would seem to deal with much of the issue and 
would be a step in the right direction in supporting community initiatives.  Perhaps we can have 
a debate on this in the House�

Before I finish, I will tell everybody that there will be a coffee morning in Leinster House 
tomorrow morning.  Some 35 ambassadors from all over the world will join us here tomorrow 
to show their solidarity with the Ukrainian cause�  I ask Members to please join us tomorrow 
morning if they can.

08/03/2022V00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I thank Senator Keogan and congratulate her on that initiative.  
I have no doubt it will be supported across the House by all groupings and parties.  I will move 
to our next speaker, Senator Malcolm Byrne.

08/03/2022V00300Senator  Malcolm Byrne: Is Senator Hackett before me?

08/03/2022V00400Senator  Pippa Hackett: Are there many before me?  I do not mind-----

08/03/2022V00500Senator  Malcolm Byrne: I am happy to-----

08/03/2022V00600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senator Hackett is in a hurry to get away.

08/03/2022V00700Senator  Pippa Hackett: I will also speak about International Women’s Day�  I believe it 
should be a time of review and reflection.  Typically, it fills me with hope and renewed commit-
ment to the cause of equality.  This year’s theme, break the bias, certainly hammers that home.  
I am also using this week to reflect on lessons learned from some of the amazing women from 
the midlands I have had the privilege to meet in my roles as Minister of State, Senator and a 
member of my community.  They include women who have overcome personal tragedy to lead 
their family farms and businesses, Traveller women who, despite facing bias and discrimina-
tion, are working hard to help others, women and girls in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, sport and politics, and women who lead in activism to protect this beautiful planet 
we call home�  These are women who inspire us all each and every day�

Mná 100 celebrates the women of 1916, many of whom have been forgotten over this past 
century.  These include women such as Áine Ní Riain who was living in Offaly when she took 
part in the 1916 Rising.  As a member of Tullamore’s Cumann na mBan, she served at Reis’s 
Chambers, the Hibernian Bank and the GPO garrison until 28 April which, as she later re-
counted, she only left by order of P�H� Pearse�  They also include women such as 23-year-old 
nurse Mary McDonald from Abbeyleix, who was training as a midwife at the Rotunda Lying-in 
Hospital during Easter 1916.  When the British military occupied the hospital, Mary and the 
staff were given orders to get on with their work, not to go out of doors and to keep away from 
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the windows.  Mary later recalled that “Shots and explosions were then the order of the day, we 
did our work, ate our short ration.”

This is but a snapshot of some of the wonderful women of the midlands, past and present�  
As the phrase “nothing about me without me” goes, today we celebrate and thank those women 
for inspiring us to break the bias and move us ever closer to an equal Ireland for every woman.  

08/03/2022V00800Senator  Malcolm Byrne: Like my colleagues, I wish everybody a very happy Interna-
tional Women’s Day�

I too will raise issues around the crisis in Ukraine.  One thing we have seen in recent weeks 
is the great community spirit on the part of citizens and residents throughout the country who 
are volunteering to help out.  We need to recognise their contribution.  It is astounding to see 
those who are looking to help registering with the Red Cross.  I also suggest we look at those 
who have holiday homes throughout the country.  Such homes may be made available for the 
six- to 12-month period when we will need to house some of those who will come here.  A con-
siderable number will come.  If we see up to 100,000 refugees, we have to welcome them.  If 
those holiday homes can be made available, that would certainly help�

I welcome the fact that the Government has made its message on St. Patrick’s Day very 
clear.  Messages around Ukraine will be to the centre of it and no representative of either Russia 
or Belarus will be officially invited to any St. Patrick’s Day event.  We need, as colleagues have 
said, to show solidarity with our EU neighbours.  Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have 
shown extraordinary generosity, as indeed has Moldova.  We need to express our solidarity with 
those countries and provide them with the necessary support�

 Schuman, one of the founders of the European Union as it is now, when he started speaking 
about the future of Europe, said that much of Europe would be forged out of crisis.  We have 
gone from Brexit, through Covid, to the current crisis in Ukraine.  I ask for a debate around the 
future of Europe�  We need to see closer co-operation�  Its merits are very plain to see now in 
terms of how we addressed all those crises, especially the current crisis�

It would be appropriate, at some stage, to invite President Zelenskiy to address this House 
or to address both the Dáil and the Seanad�  He has shown wonderful leadership over the past 
period.  Extending that invitation as a sign of the solidarity of the people of Ireland with the 
people of Ukraine would be welcome�

08/03/2022W00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I thank Senator Byrne for the suggestion.

08/03/2022W00300Senator  Garret Ahearn: I second Senator Malcolm Byrne’s motion to invite President 
Zelenskiy to address this House and the Lower House.  It would be a very useful exercise.  I 
wish everyone a very happy International Women’s Day.  Last year, as colleagues might re-
member, we were in the Dáil Chamber and I had an opportunity to read an extract from a book 
published last year that had a speech my mother gave in the Dáil.  I read it with great pride.

This year, when we talk about women and International Women’s Day, I cannot help but 
think about the women in Ukraine who are leaving their country, partners and families to bring 
their kids to freedom and safety�  When we talk about women in this country and around the 
world, it just shows immense courage and bravery that those decisions to split up families are 
made so quickly to just look for safety.  It takes immense bravery to be able to do that and 
recognise that.
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I was on a roll last week to compliment Ministers, as opposed to calling for or giving out 
about something.  I will keep going on this roll.  I thank the Minister for Transport.  I have 
brought up the issue of the N24, almost on a weekly basis, for the past couple of months be-
cause it was taken off the list of priorities.  In fairness to the Minister, he has listened to the con-
cerns that I and colleagues have raised over the past number of months, especially councillors.

I commend Councillor Marie Murphy in Tipperary and the cathaoirleach, Councillor Pat 
Dunphy, in Kilkenny and a range of councillors who have all come together as part of our first 
citizens’ forum in the south east.  They have used this issue, together, to fight to get it back on 
the list.  I thank the Minister for listening to all of us make that case.  It was stopping housing 
projects, as well.  The one thing the Minister understood was that we did not want to do so while 
this project was going ahead.

08/03/2022W00400Senator  Maria Byrne: I wish everybody a very happy International Women’s Day�  The 
reason I wish to speak about it is I have been working with many female carers, many of whom 
are agency workers.  With the war going on and the increasing cost of fuel, they find the cost 
involved in driving from A to B is not making it very effective for them to work.  The costs 
involved in driving from A to B is making working untenable for them and by the time they pay 
tax and so on, they are saying they would be far better off on social welfare.  However, they do 
not want to claim social welfare but want to go out to work.  It is time for a debate on carers and 
how we can help them.  I have written to the Minister of State, Deputy Butler to highlight this 
issue�  I ask for a debate to be scheduled as soon as possible on carers�

I agree with Senator Ahearn that the Minister for Transport is to be complimented on letting 
money be provided for the road from Limerick to Waterford through Cahir.  It is most welcome.  
I also compliment all of the councillors from Limerick down to Waterford who took a unified 
approach to the issue.  I congratulate all involved and thank the Minister for announcing this 
most welcome funding.  It will be beneficial to a lot of businesses and will greatly assist in the 
development of the region.

08/03/2022X00200Senator  Lynn Boylan: I want to raise the Electricity Costs (Domestic Electricity Accounts) 
Emergency Measures Bill which the President signed into the law at the weekend.  I have no 
doubt that the money off electricity bills will be welcomed by many people across the country 
who are struggling with their energy costs.  However, during the Committee Stage debate on the 
Bill I flagged my concern that the Government was planning to use funds allocated for energy 
poverty retrofits for the electricity credit.  Today at the Oireachtas Select Committee on Envi-
ronment and Climate Action, it emerged that the Better Energy Communities, BEC, scheme’s 
budget is being slashed by €19 million, a 30% cut, in order to pay for the €200 electricity credit.  
It is deeply frustrating that €19 million is being taken from energy poverty retrofits when as 
much as €26 million is funding electricity credits for holiday homes and vacant properties.

I tabled very practical amendments to the Electricity Costs (Domestic Electricity Accounts) 
Emergency Measures Bill that would have prevented energy poverty alleviation funds from 
being misused like this but they were defeated.  The Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications was categorical in his response when he said that funding for the credit 
would not come out of energy poverty measures but it now appears that the Minister misled the 
Seanad�  I would like to invite him back to correct the record�  

More needs to be done to get a handle on the crisis but it has to be done in a progressive way.  
The Minister is plundering the budgets of schemes that are designed to help the most vulnerable 
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while energy companies are recording record profits.  I would prefer to see the Government tax-
ing the windfall profits of energy companies and reinvesting the revenue in measures that would 
help people in energy poverty with renovations and develop renewable electricity.  I call on the 
Leader to write to the Minister to ask him to correct the statement in which he categorically 
denied that a cut was going to be made to the energy poverty retrofit scheme.  

08/03/2022X00300Senator  Emer Currie: Today I want to talk about problems facing community centres in 
Dublin West although I imagine there are community centres all over the country that are fac-
ing the same problems.  I am referring to centres that are not owned by local authorities but 
are owned by the community and which need work done on them.  Such work can include fire 
safety works, as is the case in Huntstown and Hartstown community centres�  This work must 
be undertaken because both centres are home to childcare facilities and pre-schools but the 
money is not there to do it.  We are talking here about six figure sums for the work that is needed 
but it is not realistic to expect the community centres to rely entirely on the local community to 
pay for that work�

The programme for Government, I am glad to say, references small-scale funding for com-
munity centres but I urge the Government not to underestimate the size of the fund required, 
the scale of the works that are required and the number of community centres that need fund-
ing.    If I am talking about two in my area, and a third community centre that is owned by the 
community, then let us multiply that by however many to get to where we need to be.  These are 
community centres and I have a list of services here for Huntstown, including The Daughters 
of Charity, the Afterschool Academy, football, Beavers, Foróige, the Garda youth diversion 
project, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Dyslexia Dublin 15 support group for parents, the Fingal 
integration women’s forum, and Siel Bleu.  This is the essence of community.  Whether or not 
the local authorities own them, we need to make sure that they are invested in and the money is 
there to bring them up to standard.

08/03/2022Y00200Senator  Barry Ward: I agree with Senator Malcolm Byrne’s call for an invitation to be 
given to President Zelenskiy to come here to speak to us.  That would be an important move of 
solidarity and in accordance with everything we have said about the crisis, war and invasion to 
date�

Today, I wish to raise water sports and the importance of the State granting supports to it.  In 
Dún Laoghaire we are very lucky to have excellent facilities.  We also have an elite training unit 
for Olympic athletes.  Sailing is a sport that is very often practised by only a small number of 
people, despite the fact that it should be readily available to much larger groups within society.  
It is also a sport where men and women can participate as part of a team�  That is appropriate to-
day in particular given that it is International Women’s Day.  Sailing provides an opportunity to 
bring people together.  It is a sport that is very healthy but is also very environmentally friendly.  
More importantly, it is a sport that should be practised more in our island community�  The fact 
is that none of us live very far away from the sea, even people in the midlands.  Sailing is done 
on lakes as well as by the coasts throughout the country.

The time has come for the Government to invest in water sports centres around the country�  
I know of a project that is going on in Dún Laoghaire to repurpose the ferry terminal that was 
abandoned by Stena almost seven years ago.  This is a model that can be recreated throughout 
the country.  It behoves the Government to invest in exactly this kind of healthy sporting op-
portunity for communities at every level, age, ability and gender.  The time has come for the 
Government to put in place a particular programme to support not just sailing but all water 
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sports through targeted investment in water-adjacent communities, be they near lakes, rivers or 
coastal areas.  I would like us to have a debate on that to see if there is something the Govern-
ment can do to properly foster a water sports tradition in this country�

08/03/2022Y00300Senator  Seán Kyne: I thank all Senators for their contribution�  Two themes stand out, the 
first being International Women’s Day.  I wish all women across the country and the world a 
happy International Women’s Day.  It is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural 
and political achievements of women but of course not everyone is going to enjoy this day in 
the same way as others.  The second theme that emerged as a major issue was Ukraine.  Clearly, 
there are millions of women and children in Ukraine that are having a very pitiful, worrying and 
sorrowful International Women’s Day and our thoughts and prayers go to all of them.  I com-
mend Senator Dooley and Billy Kelleher, MEP, on their trip to Ukraine at the weekend�  It was 
an important initiative to hear and see at first hand from those in authority and to see in real life 
what we see on the screens.  Senator Dooley talked about what is needed in terms of equipment.  
Senator O’Loughlin commented on support for Ukrainians and her work in the past in opening 
homes for the Special Olympics.  Following the establishment of the portal yesterday, so many 
Irish people are offering to open their homes to Ukrainians.  Certainly there will be some issues 
there in terms of vetting and child protection issues that will have to be sorted but certainly the 
spirit of generosity is there.  Senator Pauline O’Reilly talked about approved housing bodies 
not allowing some of their homes to be made available or rooms within their homes to be made 
available.  I certainly hope that the committee within Cabinet that is dealing with Ukraine can 
examine that and see the rationale as to why that is happening.  It really should not be happen-
ing.

Senator Malcolm Byrne talked about an invitation to President Zelenskiy�  We can certainly 
take that up with the Committee on Parliamentary Privileges and Oversight.  Perhaps the Leas-
Cathaoirleach will raise it with the Cathaoirleach in his absence and with the Ceann-Comhairle 
to see about a joint sitting to invite President Zelenskiy.  I will ask the Leas-Cathaoirleach to 
take the matter up with the Cathaoirleach�

Arising out the issues in Ukraine, Senator Malcolm Byrne also talked of a debate on the 
future of Europe�  I will certainly ask for that�

Senator Craughwell touched on the issue of neutrality.  Many of the issues that have come 
to the fore over the last period of time have always been there�  We have a situation whereby as 
a neutral country we will not support the purchase of a tank for example, but we will support 
the purchase of fuel to run the tank.  There is a slight anomaly there in my view; it is an Irish 
solution to an Irish problem�  There is a serious debate needed in respect of this matter�  Some 
would say that Ukraine was attacked because it was becoming closer to NATO, but it is not a 
member of NATO.  The question is whether if it was a member of NATO, would it have been 
attacked.  That question is extremely important.  That is not to say that I believe we should join 
NATO, but there are serious questions here regarding our role and our security.  If we cannot 
defend our nation, who are we going to get to defend us should something happen?  People will 
say who is going to invade us?  In 20 or 30 years’ time, who knows who might invade or what 
sort of madmen will be out there�

Senator Norris opened the proceedings with a tribute to the former Senator, the late John A. 
Murphy.  I know the Leas-Cathaoirleach will have that arranged to be sent together with other 
contributions as well last week, during the minute’s silence and tributes to the family.
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Senator Conway talked about International Women’s Day in the context of Brigid Hogan-
O’Higgins, the former Deputy who represented East Galway and who will celebrate her 90th 
birthday on Thursday.  She was first elected to the 16th Dáil in 1957.  We remember her and her 
contribution at a time when women in politics were very rare�

Senator Pauline O’Reilly talked of her disappointment regarding the fur farming Bill.  There 
was an issue with section 7 of that Bill in terms of the engagement with the fur farmers.  We 
are talking about only three farmers, but they have rights.  They employ a significant number of 
workers.  Discussions need to take place and be concluded with the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine.  Obviously, not wanting to prejudice those discussions, there was some 
concern expressed in the House regarding accepting section 7 of the Bill in advance of concrete 
information on what is happening in regard to compensation.  That was the reason the Bill was 
pulled for today.  If there are more concrete developments in the next few days, I hope that the 
debate on the Bill can proceed later in the week�

Senator Pauline O’Reilly also talked about the great news in regard to the temporary school 
building for Galway Educate Together.  The school has been operating in temporary accommo-
dation that is no longer fit for purpose.  The Department has come up with school buildings in 
Newtownsmith in the heart of Galway city�  That is a positive development�

Senator Ó Donngaile talked about International Women’s Day.  He is right of course, wom-
en are very often the most impacted by poverty, war, cost of living, and unfortunately we see 
women and children leaving in their droves from Ukraine.  There will be millions of people 
displaced depending on how long this war lasts.  Will it last a year?  Will it last five years?  We 
do not know.  We hope it will be finished tomorrow.  We wish it never started, but it did.  This 
country, the European Union and the international community have to assist by doing all that 
they can�  Senators Hoey and Flynn also referenced International Women’s Day, as well as the 
issues surrounding Travellers and the Traveller movement, such as their lower life expectancy 
and higher rates of suicide.  Senator Flynn spoke of the National Travellers Women’s Forum 
and how they want a brighter future for their children.  Of course, we all want brighter futures 
for all of our children here in this country and across the world as well�  Senator Flynn refer-
enced accommodation.  The budget for the past two years has been spent in our local authori-
ties, according to the Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, which is important because it was 
not being spent.  

Senator Dooley talked of his trip�  

Senator Buttimer talked again of Ukraine and standing in solidarity and the céad míle fáilte 
that will no doubt be shown to Ukrainians, some of whom already have arrived, as well as those 
who will arrive in the future.  I imagine that the St. Patrick’s Day parades across the country 
will reference support for Ukrainian citizens.  I can imagine the flags will be flying in our St. 
Patrick’s Day parades as an act of solidarity and no doubt that will happen organically.  Senator 
Buttimer also talked about the rise in fuel costs, which is something that is very much a con-
cern.  Some of it is relating to the international instability over the past number of weeks but it 
is something that is becoming more of an issue.  I will certainly ask for a debate on that.

Senator Keogan first expressed the hope that we can all support the coffee morning tomor-
row morning in the Members’ private dining room at 10 a.m.  We will do our best to be there.  
It is held in support of the situation in Ukraine and there will be ambassadors from around the 
world attending.  She asked for a debate on public liability and certainly that was the view, 



8 March 2022

435

namely, that we were going to have a fall in premiums if the amount of payouts fell.  That 
certainly is what we were being told, that if the payouts are reduced, the premiums will fall.  
Where that is not happening, it should be the case.  Therefore, we will ask for a follow-up with 
the Minister of State, Deputy Fleming, on that.  IPB Insurance, the Irish public bodies mutual 
insurers, does a tremendous job in relation to our local authorities and if it can expand its cover, 
it would certainly be beneficial to community groups.  I can certainly suggest that to it and I 
urge the Senator to contact them as well with the representative from her native county and any 
other county�

Senator Hackett talked of International Women’s Day as well and noted women in the mid-
lands�

Senators Ahearn and Maria Byrne talked of the N24 road, among a number of other things.  
I would like to again compliment the Minster, Deputy Eamon Ryan on agreeing that where 
there was, if you like, sterilisation of land, because a number of routes were chosen for roads, 
for example, in the N24 and the Mullingar-Longford area as well, that they would be allowed 
to continue the process to get to preferred route stage.  That would reduce the level of land 
sterilisation and from there, one can go to the next stage of planning and design.  Therefore, 
it is important those steps are continually taken�  I would like to welcome that announcement 
from the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan and compliment Senator Ahearn, in particular, on his 
advocacy on that�  He also mentioned Councillor Marie Murphy in Tipperary, the cathaoirleach 
of the first citizens forum in the region.

Senator Maria Byrne also asked for a discussion on agency staff and the costs for carers.  
Clearly, carers do much travelling and driving.  They have to be able to drive to be able to get 
from Mrs. Murphy’s house to Mrs. Keener’s house or whatever and they are driving up byroads 
going up beside those places.  They cannot be expected to rely on public transport in rural ar-
eas .  Therefore, it is required that you drive your car.  Where that is costing money because of 
increased fuel prices, there needs to be recognition of that.

Senator Boylan talked of the €200 energy rebate, which is due to be taken off people’s bills.  
She talked of the issues in relation to the committee�  I will ask that the Minister, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan be contacted�  He will have to decide whether the record needs to be corrected or not�  I 
am not aware of what he said in particular�  However, I know the reason there was a universal 
scheme was to ensure that there was speedy enactment and provision of funds.  If we had to go 
through a more prolonged period of legislation to determine who was eligible or not and how 
that would be enforced and the administration of that, it would take longer and would be pos-
sibly more costly�  I welcome that the credit has been issued�  I will contact him on where that 
funding is coming from.  

Senator Currie spoke about an issue that is very close to my heart, namely, community cen-
tres.  I have long advocated that as things stand, there is no community centre fund to which 
people wishing to construct a new community centre can apply.  As the Senator will know, €5 
million was allocated in last year’s budget for the maintenance or upgrade of existing commu-
nity centres but I am not aware that any scheme in that regard has been launched.  The Minister, 
Deputy Humphreys, will be able to provide information in terms of her plans to roll out that 
scheme�  The Senator mentioned that that scheme should be open not only to local authorities 
but community centres in the ownership of the church and other groups.  The latter would have 
to be eligible because if there are fire safety or other issues, they need to be rectified.  I would 
advise the Senator to engage on the matter with the Minister, Deputy Humphreys, by way of 
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Commencement matter�

In my view, there is an absolute necessity for a community centre fund for growing and 
newly-established communities.  The cost of building a community centre from scratch are as-
tronomical.  It costs up to €7 million to build one to specification, depending on size, with new 
modern day standards, building regulations and so on.  There needs to be a dedicated fund for 
growing communities throughout the country.  

Senator Ward raised the issue of water sports and sailing.  Again, the Senator might consider 
raising a Commencement matter on the issue because it is quite specific or he might request a 
meeting directly with the Minister.  There are a number of sports in which we could encourage 
more participation subject to funding, equipment and volunteers.  I have no doubt there are 
greater possibilities within sailing.  I encourage Senator Ward to engage with the Minister and 
the Department to see what additional opportunities might be made available to encourage sail-
ing across the country.

I reaffirm my support for International Women’s Day, which was the main focus of contribu-
tion today, and solidarity to all those who are fleeing the atrocities in Ukraine.

Order of Business agreed to.

08/03/2022BB00300Data Protection Act 2018 (Access Modification) (Health) Regulations 2022: Motion

08/03/2022BB00400Senator Seán Kyne: I move:

That Seanad Éireann approves the following Regulations in draft: 

Data Protection Act 2018 (Access Modification) (Health) Regulations 2022, 

a copy of which has been laid in draft form before Seanad Éireann on 2nd March, 2022.”

Question put and agreed to.

08/03/2022BB00600Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 26) (Appointed Day) (No. 2) Order 2022: 
Referral to Joint Committee

08/03/2022BB00700Senator Seán Kyne: I move:

That the proposal that Seanad Éireann approves the following Order in draft: 

Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) (No. 2) Order 
2022, 

copies of which have been laid in draft form before Seanad Éireann on 23rd February, 
2022, be referred to the Joint Committee on Education, Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, in accordance with Standing Order 71(2)(b), which, not 
later than 29th March, 2022, shall send a message to the Seanad in the manner prescribed in 
Standing Order 75, and Standing Order 77(2) shall accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.
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08/03/2022CC00100Sea-Fisheries (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2021: Report and Final Stages

08/03/2022CC00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: This debate is to adjourn at 6�30 p�m�

08/03/2022CC00300Senator  Lynn Boylan: We will be done in 15 minutes�

08/03/2022CC00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: That should suffice, but just in case.  I did not want it to be 
sprung on Senators.  It is to adjourn at 6.30 p.m., if not previously concluded, but I have a sus-
picion that will not be a difficulty.

It is my great pleasure to welcome the Minister of State, Senator Hackett, to her own Cham-
ber in her ministerial capacity.  I welcome all colleagues and the iar-Chathaoirleach to the 
debate�

I remind Members that a Senator may speak only once per amendment on Report Stage 
except the proposer of the amendment, who may reply to the discussion on same.  Each non-
Government amendment must be seconded�

Amendment No� 1 has been deemed out of order, as it was previously rejected in a commit-
tee of the whole Seanad�

Amendment No� 1 not moved�

08/03/2022CC00600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Amendment No� 2 has been deemed out of order, as it was pre-
viously rejected in a committee of the whole Seanad�

Amendment No� 2 not moved�

08/03/2022CC00800An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Amendment No. 3 arises out of committee proceedings.  Amend-
ments Nos� 3 to 5, inclusive, 7 to 10, inclusive, and 14 to 16, inclusive, are related and will be 
discussed together by agreement.  Is that agreed?  Agreed.  Does Deputy Boylan wish to move 
amendment No. 3?

08/03/2022CC00900Senator  Lynn Boylan: I do�

08/03/2022CC01000An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Is there a seconder?

08/03/2022CC01100Senator  Lynn Boylan: We could be out in five minutes.  Do I need a seconder on Report 
Stage?  I do not have anyone.

08/03/2022CC01200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The amendment lapses in the absence of a seconder�

08/03/2022CC01300Senator  Lynn Boylan: Then they will all fall�

08/03/2022CC01400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Maybe the Senator will have someone for later amendments�  I 
will move slowly to give her time to get someone.

 Amendments Nos� 3 to 5, inclusive, not moved�

08/03/2022CC02400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Amendment No� 6 is out of order, as it was previously rejected 
in a committee of the whole Seanad�

Amendment No� 6 not moved�
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08/03/2022CC02600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Amendment No. 7 arises out of committee proceedings and has 
already been discussed with amendment No. 3.  It is appropriate that Senator Boylan be given 
some latitude to speak to it�

08/03/2022CC02700Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 7:

In page 14, line 38, to delete “an Irish” and substitute “a European”.

08/03/2022CC02900Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

08/03/2022CC03000An Leas-Chathaoirleach: This time, we have an out-of-breath seconder�

08/03/2022CC03100Senator  Lynn Boylan: Cuirim fáilte roimh an Aire Stáit�

On Committee Stage, we outlined Sinn Féin’s objection to the Bill, in that it is unfair to 
fishing communities because they cannot expunge the points they are given if they go to court.  
All of those issues were debated on Committee Stage, and unfortunately the Minister would not 
take on board our concerns.  The amendments we have submitted today on Report Stage that 
have made it onto the Order Paper all deal with the same issue, which is substituting the words 
“an Irish” for “a European”.  This again goes back to the idea of discrimination and why Irish 
fisher men and women would be treated differently to their European counterparts.  We already 
know that they are competing with super trawlers, and that they come under their quotas, which 
are less than what they should be�  The very minimum we can do is ensure that they are on an 
equal footing when it comes to this penalty points system, and that it would be the same system 
for all European fisher men and women, as opposed to just Irish fisher men and women.

08/03/2022DD00200Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Emer Currie): Will the Minister of State respond to the 
entire grouping of amendments?

08/03/2022DD00300Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Senator   
Pippa Hackett): Yes I will take those amendments as grouped.  The effects of these amend-
ments taken together appears to be to expand the scope of the points system for masters pro-
vided for under the Bill currently, to encompass masters who are citizens of another member 
state, as distinct from Irish citizens.

The amendments would require, in effect, that the Minister would have to set up a register 
to cover all masters from all EU member states and that the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority 
would have to assign points to masters who are citizens of other member states.

In this regard, it should be noted that the Bill provides in sum, that points assigned to a 
master who is a national of another member state shall be notified to the competent authority 
of that member state.  The notification to the competent authority shall include the following 
particulars as per section 15I(4):

(a) the identity of the sea-fishing boat to which the infringement concerned relates;

(b) the name and address of, and any other identifying details available relating to, the 
master of the sea-fishing boat;

(c) the particulars of the serious infringement concerned;

(d) the number of points applicable to that infringement. 
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  Senators should also note that under the Bill, the same determination procedure applies 
regardless of whether the master concerned is an Irish citizen or a national of another member 
state.  In each case, the independent determination panel and the independent appeals officer, 
where relevant, determine whether a serious infringement has occurred for which points should 
apply.  In each case, the master concerned may apply to the High Court on a point of law regard-
ing a decision of the appeals officer.  It is only when this determination procedure has concluded 
that differing procedural requirements apply regarding the assignment of points, depending on 
whether the master concerned is an Irish citizen or a national of another member state.

I should also point out that a similar approach to that I have just outlined is taken in the con-
text of the separate points system for licence holders, as provided for here under the European 
Union Common Fisheries Policy points systems regulations.  That licence holder system has 
been operational in Ireland since January 2021.  Senators will recall from the debate on Second 
Stage that more generally the scheme for masters’ points now proposed in the Bill follows, in-
sofar as possible, the provisions of the existing separate licence holder system, with regard to, 
inter alia, the list of serious infringements, the number of points assigned, and the suspension 
thresholds as provided for under the EU regulations, and in certain other respects too.

In my view, the relevant procedures in the Bill as I have just summarised, are the most ap-
propriate means of ensuring the effectiveness of the masters’ points system.  Were these amend-
ments acceded to I believe the result would be seen as contrary to the intent of the EU objec-
tive.  Masters who are nationals of other member states could have points assigned to them by 
the Irish authorities, but then shortly thereafter could potentially have points assigned to them 
by the competent authorities of other member states�  A master could conceivably accumulate 
points in multiple member states, each operating separately, without ever reaching the relevant 
threshold for suspension or disqualification.  The EU points system for masters could not func-
tion in an effective, proportionate and dissuasive manner if multiple member states assigned 
points to respective masters who are nationals of other member states�  This is the clear impli-
cation of these amendments, and such an outcome would, in my view, undermine the effective-
ness of the system, both at national and EU levels�  The Bill follows the approach set down in 
the EU control regulation in respect of licenceholders by providing for each member state to 
assign points in respect of its licenceholders and for masters who are its citizens.  In this regard, 
the Bill requires the Minister of the day to establish and maintain a register of masters who are 
Irish citizens and provide for the necessary notification requirements to competent authorities 
of other member states, as I have already set out, where required.  For all of the above reasons, 
I cannot accede to these amendments�

08/03/2022EE00200Senator  Lynn Boylan: I am not going to labour the point because this Bill was debated at 
length in the Dáil.  As I said, Sinn Féin has, from the outset, fundamentally disagreed with the 
approach that is being taken because it is deeply unfair on small Irish fishing fleets.  We know 
the amendments will not be accepted but we will press them�

Amendment put and declared lost�

08/03/2022EE00400Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 8:

In page 16, line 34, to delete “an Irish” and substitute “a European”. 

08/03/2022EE00500Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

Amendment put and declared lost�
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08/03/2022EE00700Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 9:

In page 17, line 9, to delete “an Irish” and substitute “a European”. 

08/03/2022EE00800Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

Amendment put and declared lost�

08/03/2022EE01000Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 10:

In page 18, line 12, to delete “an Irish” and substitute “a European”. 

08/03/2022EE01100Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

Amendment put and declared lost�

08/03/2022EE01300Acting Chairperson (Senator Emer Currie): Amendments Nos� 11 to 13, inclusive, have 
been ruled out of order�

Amendments Nos� 11 to 13, inclusive, not moved�

08/03/2022EE01500Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 14:

In page 21, line 29, to delete “an Irish” and substitute “a European”. 

08/03/2022EE01600Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

Amendment put and declared lost�

08/03/2022EE01800Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 15:

In page 25, line 4, to delete “an Irish” and substitute “a European”. 

08/03/2022EE01900Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

Amendment put and declared lost�

08/03/2022EE02100Senator  Lynn Boylan: I move amendment No. 16:

In page 25, lines 5 and 6, to delete “Irish licence” and substitute “license held in a Eu-
ropean Member State”. 

08/03/2022EE02200Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I second the amendment�

Amendment put and declared lost�

Question, “That the Bill be received for final consideration”, put and declared carried.

5 o’clock

08/03/2022FF00100Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Emer Currie): When is it proposed to take Fifth Stage?

08/03/2022FF00200Senator  Garret Ahearn: Now�

08/03/2022FF00250Acting Chairperson (Senator Emer Currie): Is that agreed?  Agreed.

Question proposed: “That the Bill do now pass.”
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08/03/2022FF00400Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Senator   
Pippa Hackett): I thank the Acting Chairperson and Senators for their constructive contribu-
tions on the Sea-Fisheries (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2021�  I and the Government ap-
preciate their constructive engagement.  Implementation of the points system is very urgent 
given the long delay since 2012, the ongoing EU infringement proceedings and the suspension 
of funding by the European Union through the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, EMFF.  
Ireland is the only member state at this stage without a functioning master’s points system, a 
situation that the Government cannot stand over�

This Bill is an important measure in supporting a level playing field on control while also 
supporting sustainable fishing in compliance with the rules in the waters around Ireland, on 
which our fishing fleet is strongly dependent.  It will allow us to protect law-abiding operators, 
who make up the vast majority of those in the industry, and to preserve this precious and valu-
able resource for all Irish fishers and for future generations, as well as contributing to creating 
a level playing field in fisheries control across member states.  I thank Members for their con-
tributions and I look forward to the early operation of this important Bill�

Question put and declared carried�

  Cuireadh an Seanad ar fionraí ar 5.03 p.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar 6.33 p.m.

  Sitting suspended at 5.03 p.m. and resumed at 6.33 p.m.

08/03/2022PP00100Redundancy Payments (Amendment) Bill 2022: Second Stage

Question proposed: “That the Bill be now read a Second Time.”

08/03/2022PP00300Acting Chairperson (Senator Pauline O’Reilly): The Minister of State, Deputy English, 
is very welcome to the Chamber.  He has ten minutes in which to make his opening remarks.

08/03/2022PP00400Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment  (Deputy  
Damien English): I thank the Acting Chairperson.  I am glad to be here to focus on, discuss and 
introduce the Redundancy Payments (Amendment) Bill 2022 to Seanad Éireann�  It is a short 
but important piece of legislation in response to the Covid-19 situation.

Since the outbreak of Covid-19 in March 2020, the Government has sought to protect as 
many businesses, jobs and workers as possible through the early introduction of the pandemic 
unemployment payment, PUP, temporary wage subsidy scheme, TWSS, and its longer-term 
successor, the employment wage subsidy scheme, EWSS.  This was followed by many targeted 
measures for businesses, which have been critical in keeping them afloat and preventing redun-
dancies over the last two years�

Many sectors are yet again rebounding relatively quickly since the lifting of restrictions.  
This is a real tribute to the resilience of businesses and employees.  We have good reason to be 
optimistic but a uniform and smooth recovery is not guaranteed and, regrettably, some redun-
dancies will probably arise, which brings me to the objective of this Bill.

This Bill will resolve an issue arising for employees who were laid off for periods because 
of the necessary Covid-19 public health restrictions and who were subsequently made redun-
dant.  The Bill will ensure that a worker who was laid off due to Covid-19 restrictions is not 
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further disadvantaged.  On being made redundant, that person will receive the same statutory 
redundancy entitlement as though he or she had not been laid off due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Under existing redundancy provisions, a period of lay-off within the final three years of ser-
vice before a worker is made redundant is not allowable as reckonable service�  Therefore, that 
lay-off period is not counted towards a worker’s statutory redundancy payment.  As a result of 
the necessary Government decisions to close and restrict certain sectors of our economy, some 
workers lost the opportunity to accrue reckonable service�  This Bill will provide for a Covid-19 
related lay-off payment from the State, which, in the event of the worker’s redundancy, will 
cover lay-off periods due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

During the debate on Second Stage in the Dáil, some members queried why lay-off periods 
beyond 30 September were not being covered by the Covid-19 related lay-off payment.  At the 
time, that was because of the link made between the payment and the emergency period covered 
by the section 12A suspension of a worker’s right to trigger a redundancy.

It was the right approach when the policy was approved and brought through Cabinet.  We 
listened to Deputies on the Second Stage and Committee Stage discussions, however, and 
agreed that the arrival of the Omicron variant and new restrictions demanded further consider-
ation to increase the timelines�

Accordingly, we proposed an amendment to the Bill on Committee Stage, which was agreed 
to, extending the period covered out to 31 January 2022.  This new period covers the additional 
restrictions that were in place until 22 January and allows some additional lead-in time during 
which the most affected businesses may have been preparing to reopen fully.  For completeness, 
I should also mention that I also tabled an amendment to correct a minor cross-referencing error 
in the Companies (Corporate Enforcement Authority) Act 2021 on Committee Stage.

I will turn back to the substance of the Bill, again, to clarify who qualifies for this payment.  
A worker does not have to have been in receipt of any form of State payment during the lay-off 
period.  The criteria are simply that the person qualifies for redundancy in the usual way, was 
laid off because of Covid-19 restrictions and was made redundant within three years of those 
restrictions ending.

The amount an eligible worker will receive will depend on the length of time he or she was 
placed on lay-off due to Covid-19 before the date they were made redundant.  The Bill does not 
change the fact that the employers are obliged to pay statutory redundancy to eligible workers, 
which excludes lay-off periods, in the final three years of employment.  Employers will not be 
liable for this additional payment, however.  The Covid-19 restrictions that resulted in lay-offs 
were completely outside the employers’ control.  Imposing this cost on employers would, there-
fore, be unfair.  It would also conflict with wider Government policy, which since the start of 
the pandemic has been to minimise financial hardship for businesses and their workers during 
the most challenging of times.

This Bill provides the best outcome for both employers and employees�  It will provide the 
legislative basis for the Department of Social Protection to process applications and make this 
payment to workers.  It will be an employer-led online application process in the first instances.  
This is the most efficient approach from a customer service perspective.  In the event that an 
employer fails to make an application, however, I assure Members that manual applications 
from workers will be accepted and they will not lose out�
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Intensive work is ongoing on the development of the necessary systems.  Officials in the 
Department of Social Protection expect to open the application process during quarter 2 of this 
year.  I thank the Minister, Deputy Heather Humphreys, all the officials and her team for their 
important work in facilitating this.

This Bill will improve the entitlements of workers without imposing additional costs on 
employers.  I commend the Bill to the House.  I look forward to hearing Senators’ contributions 
tonight.

08/03/2022PP00500Acting Chairperson (Senator Pauline O’Reilly): I thank the Minister of State very much�  
We will now hear from the group spokespersons.  Senator Ahearn will speak first for Fine Gael.

08/03/2022PP00600Senator  Garret Ahearn: I thank the Minister of State for being here this evening.  I thank 
him and his Department for all the supports that have been put in place for businesses right 
across the country throughout the past two years.  The work the Minister of State’s Department 
has done has been greatly appreciated and acknowledged from an employer and employee per-
spective�

This is an element of something that happens after the fact of Covid-19, which we acknowl-
edge needs to be rectified.  As the Minister of State said, it is an important Bill.  It is short, obvi-
ously, but it is still important�  We as a Government have been there to support employees and 
businesses, whether it is through the EWSS, PUP, Covid restrictions support scheme, CRSS, or 
the range of payments that have been there for businesses throughout the past two years.  We 
also need to be there to support the businesses and employees on technical matters like this�

This will obviously support the payment of employees if they receive redundancy payments 
over the next three years if they lose their jobs.  It looks at the time period for which they were 
out of work through Covid-19.  That is really important to recognise.  It certainly was not their 
fault or anyone’s fault that they were laid off.  Employers did not want to lay off staff.  We are 
doing this for those who were out of work for a specific period of time, essentially March 2020 
up to last month.  If I am correct, the cost per person is just over €2,000.  While it is not a sig-
nificant amount of money that the State has to put aside for people who might possibly lose their 
jobs over the next three years but it is an important element to recognise that this particular time 
when they were out of work would not have been the case under normal circumstances�  It is 
important their redundancy payments reflect that.  

As I said, this is really important�  It is a necessary measure�  Hopefully, there will not be too 
many people affected but for those who are, the State is here to support them.  The Minister of 
State will be aware that businesses have had it very difficult over the past two years.  In light of 
what is happening now in Europe, it is not going to be easy for businesses going forward either.  
For some, it could be even more difficult.  The price of heating has increased to €1.40.  On my 
way here today from Tipperary I pulled into a service station in Laois to get diesel, where the 
cost per litre is €2.04.  There are people who monitor diesel prices all of the time, as I do, but 
I do not think I have ever been as shocked by an increase as I was today.  When I was paying, 
I asked the employee at the counter if many of the people coming into the shop were express-
ing shock at the price they are paying for diesel at the moment and she said, “Yes”.  Her next 
response was, “We’re actually putting up again tonight”.  It has almost never been done before, 
but the State needs to intervene in some capacity to support businesses�

Over the weekend, I had an engagement with a haulage company where I heard it would pay 
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hauliers not to deliver the services and the goods they have committed to in contracts agreed 
previously.  They have sought to revise prices with the companies to reflect the increase of the 
cost of petrol and diesel and while some companies understand and are agreeing revisions, oth-
ers have refused and are sticking to what was agreed.  The haulage companies would be better 
off just not delivering but they will not do that.  They are, however, under immense pressure.

Where I come from in Tipperary many people have only recently returned to work post Co-
vid�  Many of them, as the Minister of State will know because he recently visited the area, are 
people who have to travel to work in places such as Cork, Waterford and Limerick�  The State is 
crediting people €200 for energy bills.  There are people in my town in Clonmel and in Tipper-
ary whose travel costs per week have increased by €100.  Before the Covid pandemic, they had 
to put only €100 per week of diesel into the tank to get to and from Cork over five days.  The 
cost in that regard now is €200.  We speak often about the increases in the cost of many things 
but this is beyond manageable for employees who need to travel to work and for employers as 
well.  I know I am straying from the Bill but the current cost of fuel is unusual.  The Minister 
of State and the Government need to support business through this difficult time.  There is im-
mense worry about where this is going to go and where it is going to end.  

I welcome this Bill.  It is really important.  It is another acknowledgement that we get it that 
people need to be supported not only during the pandemic but post pandemic.  There are long-
term issues that remain to be resolved�  I am happy to support the Bill�

08/03/2022QQ00200Senator  Pat Casey: I welcome the Minister of State�  As stated by Senator Ahearn, every-
body in the House is supportive of the Bill.  As it progressed through the Dáil, equally there was 
support for it there.  It is logical, common-sense legislation that is to be welcomed.  However, 
I want to speak a little about the pandemic and the Government’s approach to it�  The Govern-
ment has tried to facilitate everybody, from the employer down to the employee.  It sought to 
ensure that those who lost their jobs were looked after through the PUP and it incentivised busi-
nesses through the EWSS to keep their employees in the workplace rather than making them 
redundant�

In his opening remarks, the Minister of State spoke about the resilience of businesses.  That 
resilience was based on what Government did for businesses�  It allowed businesses to survive�  
It gave them the tools to enable them to get through the two years of the pandemic.  In terms of 
my own industry - I am not afraid to put this on the record - but for the Government supports 
our businesses would have closed�  The EWSS enabled us to maintain ten of our 40 full-time 
staff for the full two years of the pandemic.  Had that scheme not be put in place, those staff 
would have been laid off.  Sadly, many people returned to their homes and they do not propose 
to return and so we are once again experiencing a skills shortage.

I welcome the two changes to take account of the Omicron variant, that is, the increase in 
the rate and the extension of the redundancy period up to January 2025.  We do not yet know 
the full impact of the past two years on the viability of businesses going forward.  A significant 
number of businesses have borrowed over the past two years.  That borrowing now has to be 
repaid.  Worryingly, over €3 billion was lodged in the tax warehousing scheme by small busi-
nesses.  Those businesses now have to pay that back.  That will be the struggle.  

You could not have written the script.  After coming out of Covid, before we know it we 
are into a war situation that is again testing the viability of businesses.  Senator Ahearn men-
tioned the haulage business.  I engaged with five hauliers yesterday.  Senator Ahearn is correct 



8 March 2022

445

that many of them are saying that one more hike in the price of diesel will park them up.  The 
margins are getting tighter and tighter.  An increase of approximately €1 in the cost of diesel 
will have a significant impact on that margin.  Diesel costs would normally be a 30% cost for 
that business.  It is now between 50% and 60% of the business.  It is no longer viable for them.  
The Government will have to step in, whether through the diesel rebate scheme or a reduction 
in excise duty, which I understand is currently being considered.  When transport costs increase 
all costs increase�  We all need deliveries, be that the delivery of food, oil and so on�  It is a cost 
that we all have to bear.  I ask the Minister of State to take that back to those making the deci-
sions.  According to the hauliers, this needs to be done sooner rather than later.  Every day we 
wait, business becomes less worthwhile for the haulage industry.  Some will try to get out of 
contracts but others may just park up�

Everybody in the House welcomes this Bill�  As I said, the Government has taken a com-
mon-sense, logical approach in terms of protecting the employee and the employer.  I welcome 
the Bill and I look forward to its speedy passage through the House.  

08/03/2022QQ00300Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: I welcome the Minister of State, Deputy English.  My apolo-
gies for not being here for his earlier contribution.  I am speaking on behalf of my colleague, 
Senator Gavan, who has asked me to pass on his apologies for not being here.

The Redundancy Payments (Amendment) Bill 2022 is a response to the decision taken at 
the beginning of the pandemic whereby section 12A of the Redundancy Payments Act 1967 
was suspended�  This was at a time when thousands of people suddenly found themselves out 
of work and when life as we knew it shut down due to the Covid-19 pandemic�  It was a ter-
rible shock and a traumatic time for those affected by job losses and for so many small business 
owners who had to close their doors�  The decision taken to suspend section 12A at that time 
was taken to protect workers from being made redundant.  Employers were also protected so 
that they would not be inundated with workers applying for redundancy payments.  However, 
because of the decision, several technical difficulties arose for workers who were laid off or on 
short time and for those in receipt of the PUP�

The Bill provides for a once-off redundancy payment to workers in respect of certain lay-off 
periods, during the period beginning on 13 March and ending at the end of September 2021.  
Under the Redundancy Payments Act, statutory redundancy is based on duration of service 
and a qualified employee is entitled to two weeks’ pay per year of service, plus a bonus week, 
subject to a cap of €600 in earnings per week, payable by the employer.  Under the existing Act, 
periods of lay-off in the final three years of service do not count as reckonable service, mean-
ing that redundancy entitlements will not factor in those periods.  Therefore that would result 
in a loss in relation to redundancy payments�  Thankfully, that is addressed within the Bill�  It 
ensures affected workers can access a tax-free State payment of up to €1,860 financed by the 
Social Insurance Fund to compensate for the break in their service caused by the pandemic and 
associated public-health restrictions�  

It would be good to hear from the Minister of State at this point on whether there are more 
details about the operational and practical side of delivering the scheme and rolling it out.  
There will be people anxiously waiting to find out how and when they can apply.  We want to 
work with the Minister of State to get this legislation over the line as efficiently and effectively 
as possible but it is important that the details of how the scheme will be delivered are explained 
for people�  We do not want to see a situation where the scheme sits between two Ministers with 
neither really taking full responsibility, because it is not clear whether responsibility will be di-
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rectly upon the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment or upon the Minister for Social 
Protection.  Will the Minister of State clarify at this stage whether the application will be online 
or paper-based and how it will work in practice?  The details on that would be very helpful.  

08/03/2022RR00200Senator  Annie Hoey: First, I must offer my apologies.  As it is International Women’s Day, 
I am scooting from one Zoom event to another today.  It is a big day for us gals.  I thank the 
Minister of State for coming into the House.  The Labour Party of course supports this Bill.  It 
will bring peace of mind to many workers who were laid off during the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  During the past two years, our society made many large changes for the greater 
good of public health.  The Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 
gave legislative effect to many of these changes.  This groundbreaking emergency legislation 
was rightly introduced at great speed and it is perhaps to be expected that such a wide-ranging 
and fast-moving Act was not going to be perfect.  Indeed, issues around the Act’s medium and 
long-term effect on workers’ access to fair redundancy were raised by the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions and by the Labour Party at the time.  My colleague, Senator Ó Donnghaile has 
referenced other parties and Members of both Houses who raised concerns with this�  My col-
league, Deputy Nash, in particular was highly vocal about the real risk to workers in the manner 
in which the section 12A of the Redundancy Payments Act was suspended�  While the State’s 
plan for emergency support payments required the suspension of normal redundancy rules in 
order to prevent widespread job losses during lockdown, the Act left many workers badly ex-
posed against the risk of future redundancy.  Without the measures in this Bill, workers made 
redundant from 2024 onwards would find themselves unable to count any time they spent on the 
pandemic unemployment payment towards a fair calculation of their redundancy entitlement�  
In other words, workers who were temporarily laid off during the pandemic and who later un-
fortunately are made redundant, will find that some or all of their time employed during 2020 
and 2021 will not count towards their redundancy claim.  The financial cost to these workers 
would have been significant.  Workers who did the right thing in taking the pandemic unem-
ployment payment, doing their part to keep their employers and our economy afloat would have 
found themselves out of pocket at the worst possible time.  Obviously it is extremely welcome 
that this problem is now being corrected and that workers seeking to access their redundancy 
rights will now be able to get a fair accounting of their employment during the pandemic.

By passing this short Bill we are restoring vital supports for workers who, it is to be hoped, 
will never need to access them�  I repeat that this is welcome but I also repeat that this problem 
we are now correcting was identified by the Labour Party, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
and others at the time it was being created.  An amendment was tabled by Deputy Nash which 
would have corrected this issue before it even began.  That amendment was ultimately with-
drawn in the interests of speedy passage of the emergency legislation, with reassurances from 
the Government that this issue would be fixed in time.  Time has passed, it is now being fixed 
but perhaps we could reflect on the fact that had the Labour amendment been accepted back in 
2020, we could have had really strong emergency legislation without the need for this correc-
tive measure two years later�  Ultimately I do not believe there was any need to leave workers 
who had been laid off during the pandemic with uncertainty hanging over their heads.  There 
was very much uncertainty outside of this uncertainty hanging over workers’ heads.  Of course 
it is good to see this uncertainty removed and we will be supporting this Bill.  

08/03/2022RR00300Senator  Paddy Burke: I welcome the Minister of State to the House�  I welcome the op-
portunity to speak on this very important legislation.  It is a very short Bill and I am delighted 
that the Minister has brought it forward.  It gives certainty to people who were laid off or are 
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going to be laid off up to 2025 in some cases.  It provides for their statutory redundancy.  In the 
overall context, in my view it still does not address the whole issue of redundancy, in particular 
for self-employed people and sole traders�  I have repeatedly made this point in this House�  I 
have drafted a Private Members’ Bill which I will bring forward in the next couple of weeks.  
A highly unfair imposition is put on self-employed people and sole traders who employ people 
and who start out employing people in the greatest of faith.  They are fully committed to their 
businesses and for some reason or other the business may fail, close down or they may want 
to retire�  There is no system whereby the employer can make provision for a business that 
may fail or close.  At the end of the day when the business closes, the employer has to find two 
weeks’ pay per year for the staff members who were employed for maybe ten or 20 years, I 
think there is a limit on the number of years that can be counted�  If the employer cannot pay it, 
of course the State will pay but eventually the State will come after the employer�  That means 
that a charge can be put on the family home.  The Bill that I am bringing forward will be to 
eliminate the risk to the family home from statutory redundancy, in particular in the case of self-
employed people and sole traders who are employing a small number of people and who do not 
have the same protection as companies that are protected�

In the long run, the Government must find some system where this is paid.  It is only right 
that employees would be paid and paid properly and so on but some provision has to be made�  
At the end of the day, somebody who employs people for 20 or 30 years can have a charge put 
on the family home�  There could well be a dependent child in the house for whom the family 
would like to make provision for when they die but the charge is put on the family home.  

7 o’clock

They have employed people, paid their taxes, paid for the Civil Service and so on.  It is an 
awful imposition to put on people who do not have the protection of a company�  They start up 
a business in good faith and hope that it will grow and grow.  They never contemplate a day 
when their business will fail, but businesses do fail in lots of cases�  Indeed, in this particular 
climate, there will be many businesses that will fail�  There will be businesspeople between now 
and 2025 who will have no choice but to give up, who will determine that they cannot continue 
because they are getting too old, that the business is not making money or that it is no longer 
viable�  Those people, unless they have the protection of a company, will have no choice but to 
make redundancy payments to their staff.  Under this Bill, the Government is making provision 
for a number of years�

  I ask the Minister of State to look favourably on the Bill that I will be bringing forward.  In 
the long run, there must be some system whereby employers can contribute to a fund that would 
cover those eventualities�  Even if employers choose to put a certain amount of money away, it 
is taxed.  If they put away a week’s wages for some of the staff, they have to pay tax on it.  They 
cannot offset it or make any provision.  A businessman I know had to cash in all of his private 
pension in order to cover redundancy payments�  Even that did not cover him and now there is a 
charge on his family home.  I have spoken to various Ministers about this.  They have the great-
est sympathy for this person and for others in similar circumstances, but that is not much good.

  I welcome this Bill and the provisions it contains�  I also welcome the structures the Gov-
ernment put in place during the pandemic.  I thank the Minister of State for bringing this Bill 
forward and I wish him well with it�

08/03/2022SS00200Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Pauline O’ Reilly): As there are no other Senators offering, 
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I call on the Minister of State to conclude the debate�

08/03/2022SS00300Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment  (Deputy  
Damien English): I thank Senators for their contributions and for their positive comments on 
the Bill.  I will tease through some of the issues that were raised.

I understand that Senator Hoey had to leave to attend an International Women’s Day event�  
Today is an important day and we are all very supportive of it�  On International Women’s Day, 
I am glad to give a shout out to all of the women involved in our country and beyond and to 
acknowledge all they do to contribute to society, business and job creation.  On that note, I am 
delighted to see that there is more of a gender balance among those who own and run companies 
and among employers right throughout the system, including on boards of directors.  We all 
gain when there is a better gender balance, whether that is in politics, business, communities or 
families.  I am delighted, from a business point of view, to see greater involvement of women 
in decision-making.  That is something we can build on and it is something the Tánaiste is very 
keen to develop even further�

On the Bill, I thank Senators for their considered thoughts on it and for their support.  As 
I said in my opening remarks, the intention is to have this system up and running in quarter 
2 of this year�  The payment system will be run by the Department of Social Protection�  This 
legislation has been brought forward by my Department in conjunction with the Department of 
Social Protection.  A great deal of work has been done over the past year or two by both Depart-
ments in order to make sure we get this right.  I acknowledged in the Dáil and at committee 
but forgot to mention it here that there was support from all political parties over the past two 
years for this to happen�  We said very clearly that this would happen�  It was announced and 
confirmed by Cabinet in August 2021.  People should not have had any anxiety about it because 
we have always said clearly that, in conjunction with the unions, this would be addressed at the 
appropriate time.  The appropriate time to address and confirm it was before section 12A of the 
Redundancy Payments Act was lifted last October�  That was dealt with, and the system will be 
up and running soon.

Some technical advancements had to be made in the Department of Social Protection over 
the past few months to get this right.  The Department is working on its systems, and this should 
be up and running hopefully in the first half of quarter 2.  That is what we are going to try to do.  
It will be online and employer-led but there will be situations where the employer is no longer 
around or may not want to be involved�  We will ensure that every employee is looked after so 
if an employer does not lead with the online application, we will deal with paper transactions 
for employees�  In that way, everybody will be captured and nobody will be left out�  People 
will not fall between two stools.  Those days are gone thanks to joined up thinking across all 
Departments.  There has been great co-operation between the two relevant Departments on this 
legislation.

Senator Ahearn asked what the maximum payment would be in rough terms.  If someone 
was laid off for the whole period of the Covid restrictions, the maximum payment would be 
approximately €2,268 so the Senator’s estimate of €2,000 was nearly right.  Thankfully, the 
majority are not in that situation.  The majority were at work for some periods during the restric-
tions and, hopefully, even those people who were laid off for all of that time will not be made 
redundant�  As Senator Casey said, however, we do not know the full fallout from Covid yet or 
what will happen to those companies.  Senator Burke made that point too.  This legislation is 
pre-empting situations that might arise over the next three years.  It is important and timely.  As 
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Senator Casey said, it is common sense and logical to try to be ready for scenarios that might 
arise while hoping that they do not.  The Department of Social Protection will operate this as a 
Covid-19-related lay-off payment.  We will update the House when the process is up and run-
ning.

Another issue that was raised was the development of solutions in the context of informal 
insolvency.  Again, to be clear, there is already legislation in place for this.  It is not often 
referred to in the Houses and it is not often used�  When we sat down with the Debenham’s 
workers we agreed that we would try to strengthen the legislation that is in place.  The Tánaiste 
was very clear about that when we met them first, along with their union, Mandate.  We went 
through all of this with them and said we would review the situation to see if we could strength-
en the law in this area.  It was not appropriate to bring forward any changes in this legislation.  
Some of the changes required will involve other legislation.  Consultations have been ongoing 
with trade union and business representative bodies, and there have also been discussions in 
these Houses, around deficiencies in company and employment law and changes that could be 
made to improve the position of employees who find themselves in a redundancy situation due 
to company insolvency.  Following that engagement, the Government’s plan for action on col-
lective redundancy following insolvency was published last year.

I am happy to provide an update to the House now�  On company law, the Companies (Res-
cue Process for Small and Micro Companies) Act 2021, which was discussed in the Seanad, 
amended the Companies Act to enhance the provision of information to employees as creditors�  
Employees were not always kept up to date in terms of the information to which they were 
entitled so that has now changed.  The company law review group presented its report on the 
consequences of certain corporate liquidations and restructuring practices, including the split-
ting of corporate operations from asset-holding entities in group structures to the Tánaiste and 
Minister of State, Deputy Troy, in December 2021.  This work reflects complex policy issues 
and the Department is currently examining the recommendations made in the context of the 
plan for action�  The Government will provide for any necessary further amendments to the 
Companies Act and will do so in a way that does not unduly impede enterprises in the conduct 
of their business.  That report will be published, along with the recommendations from the De-
partment on it, very soon�

I am not going to name any companies but some situations have been name-checked in here 
and in Dáil debates which are not correctly in that category.  There are very big differences 
with some of these situations but we will strengthen the legislation in general.  I am not going 
to reopen the whole debate, but there has been some misinformation on this that is not backed 
up by evidence.  I have repeatedly asked for that evidence in both Houses.  Again, I would ask 
those who constantly make claims that if they have information that the Department does not 
have, please bring it forward and we will act on it.  It is not right to keep making assertions 
without backing them up.  That is all I would say, particularly as the courts have a different 
view to that of members of these Houses.  Misinformation does not help when we are trying to 
bring forward legislation to deal with these situations.  Regarding the situation with a particular 
company last year, I would say that people were given misinformation and led in the wrong di-
rection by some politicians�  That resulted in a lot of unnecessary hardship for people who were 
led down a path that delayed them in moving on with their careers.  People were not always well 
served�  We should deal with the facts and the evidence as best we can�

On changes to employment law that are recommended, an information handbook was pub-
lished in December 2021 which provides clear and accessible information on the rights and 
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remedies available to employees facing a collective redundancy situation following a company 
insolvency.  That handbook helps people to navigate the system with clear, concise information 
on their entitlements.  The drafting of the heads of a Bill amending the Protection of Employ-
ment Act 1977 has commenced and that Bill we be brought before the Houses very soon.  Work 
has also commenced on the drafting of the terms of reference for the employment law review 
group and on organising suitable membership of same.  Our immediate focus is to get this group 
up and running, initially on a non-statutory basis, in quarter 1 of this year, and the Tánaiste will 
be announcing that quite soon.  That group will be placed on a statutory footing as soon as pos-
sible thereafter.  We are progressing with our commitment to strengthen the legislation in that 
area.  We recognise the difficulties for anybody who ends up in a redundancy situation.  It is not 
one that workers want to be in and, as Senator Burke referenced, it is not one that their employ-
ers want to be in.  Most people start and grow a business with the full potential to serve an area 
and to provide a service or an asset, or to deliver or make some goods, but part of that involves 
the creation of jobs�  They take that role very seriously�  That is certainly the case with all the 
Irish-owned companies that we work with on a daily basis through our development agencies.  
They are very much committed to their staff.  While they never want to be in a redundancy situ-
ation, it can happen and we must protect everybody as best we possibly can in that situation�

I look forward to Senator Burke’s Bill coming forward and to having a conversation with 
him because he has identified an area that we all recognise.  There are a lot of small businesses 
out there who are under immense pressure to try to find finance to meet everyone’s entitlements 
if a situation goes wrong.  There is legislation to protect employees with statutory entitlements 
but very often an employer is left with one asset and that must be sold in order to pay the re-
dundancies�  I am not aware of too many situations where a family home is pursued by the 
Department of Social Protection for the Social Insurance Fund.  It is my understanding that it 
is generally avoided, but I will check that.  It is something we can discuss and clarify as well 
during the debate on the Senator’s Bill.  None of us would like to see that happening, whatever 
about other assets�  There are companies that are in other situations�  The Department of Social 
Protection works with employers to avoid undue duress on anybody and it tries to find a pay-
ment mechanism to make it a bit easier for companies as well in a redundancy situation�

It was correctly identified earlier by Senator Ó Donnghaile that section 12A was there to 
protect jobs, businesses and workers.  In some situations, if redundancies are triggered too early, 
it could put jobs in jeopardy.  Likewise, when redundancy payments are due, there is a recogni-
tion by Departments that some companies need to be assisted in that regard in the early stages to 
save other jobs and they can pay it back over time�  There are mechanisms in the Department of 
Social Protection to allow for assistance with statutory payments and for the money to be paid 
back over time.  Efforts are made to work out a payment plan that suits to keep a business afloat 
and protect the jobs that are still there as well�  We can discuss that further when Senator Burke 
brings forward the Bill but I am happy to work with him on it and to see if we can improve the 
situation.  At the end of the day, we are trying to encourage more people to create jobs.  We want 
to have jobs.  All the signs are very positive in respect to the recovery from Covid, but that is 
because employers take a risk and give people jobs in the first place.  I hope people will start 
companies and do all that�  We try to be as employer-friendly as we possibly can, while also 
protecting workers, which is key.  It is important to get the balance right.  In most situations, as 
a country we get the balance right but we need to build on it as well.

That leads me to the points Senators Ahearn and Casey referenced.  We have come through 
Covid, and companies have shown great resilience.  They were assisted with the support of tax-
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payers through Government initiatives.  That is key.  Everyone gained from that.  We still have 
a functioning economy.  Thankfully, a lot of people are going back to work now or are back 
in work but there is more pressure on the system because although we have come through Co-
vid, due to the war in Ukraine there is significant pressure on costs, especially energy costs, as 
Senator Ahearn mentioned.  He referred to someone driving from Clonmel to work.  Naturally, 
we want to keep all the people in Tipperary working in Clonmel and other parts of the county, 
but the reality is that people commute.  It is now standard that a bill for fuel of €100 for people 
who must travel from Clonmel or Navan elsewhere to work, has doubled to €200.  There is 
immense pressure on family income as well.  The Government will be bringing forward initia-
tives to address that.  It has done so already, but a lot has changed in the past ten to 14 days.  
More initiatives will be announced by the Government.  That is also putting immense pressure 
on businesses�  Senators Ahearn and Casey and others have raised that in the debate�  Without 
doubt, there is so much pressure in the transport, distribution and logistics sector that it has a 
knock-on effect on any product or service that is for sale.  The situation is being monitored 
and tracked by the Government, in conjunction with packages from the EU, to see how we can 
respond.  Without a doubt, there will have to be additional supports.  The economy is going to 
go through a difficult time with pressure on costs as a knock-on effect of all the sanctions and 
the consequences of what is happening in Ukraine.  We are doing the right thing as a country to 
support the people of Ukraine as best we possibly can.  We are doing all we can to help them 
by opening up our own borders, but it will have a knock-on effect on the economy and families 
and businesses will need assistance to get through this, and they will get it from the Govern-
ment�  The Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon Ryan, have 
been talking about this recently and they will be bringing more initiatives forward in the coming 
days and weeks�

I have covered most of the issues raised.  I will take a quick look to see if I have missed 
anything.  It was correctly flagged by many people at the time that legislation would be coming 
through but now is the right time to do it and it will be in place for anybody who needs redun-
dancy in the weeks ahead as well.  If I missed anything, I will clarify it later.  I thank Senators 
for supporting the legislation.

Question put and agreed to.

08/03/2022TT00300Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Pauline O’Reilly): When is it proposed to take Committee 
Stage?

08/03/2022TT00400Senator  Garret Ahearn: Next Tuesday.

08/03/2022TT00450Acting Chairperson (Senator Pauline O’Reilly): Is that agreed?  Agreed.

Committee Stage ordered for Tuesday, 15 March 2022.

08/03/2022TT00600Acting Chairperson  (Senator  Pauline O’Reilly): When is it proposed to sit again?

08/03/2022TT00700Senator  Garret Ahearn: Tomorrow at 10:30 a.m.

Cuireadh an Seanad ar athló ar 7.15 p.m. go dtí 10.30 a.m., Dé Céadaoin, an 9 Márta 2022.

The Seanad adjourned at 7�15 p�m� until 10�30 a�m� on Wednesday, 9 March 2022�


