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Dé Máirt, 10 Deireadh Fómhair 2017

Tuesday, 10 October 2017

Chuaigh an Leas-Chathaoirleach i gceannas ar 3�30 p�m�

Machnamh agus Paidir.
Reflection and Prayer.

10/10/2017A00200Messages from Joint Committees

10/10/2017A00300An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Joint Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
has completed its consideration of the following draft order:

Sectoral Employment Order (Construction Sector) 2017�

The Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment has completed 
its consideration of the following draft order: 

 Broadcasting Act 2009 (Designation of Major Events) Order 2017�

10/10/2017A00400Order of Business

10/10/2017B00100Senator Jerry Buttimer: The Order of Business is No� 1, motion re sectoral employment 
order (construction sector) to be taken on the conclusion of the Order of Business, without de-
bate; and No� 2, statements on budget 2018, to be taken at 4�45 p�m� and to conclude not later 
than 6�50 p�m�, with the contribution of group spokespersons not to exceed eight minutes - time 
can be shared - all other Senators not to exceed five minutes and the Minister to be given not 
fewer than six minutes to reply to the debate�

10/10/2017B00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Before I begin calling Senators on the Order of Business I re-
mind them that the Leader has proposed to take statements on the budget later this afternoon 
and while I understand the temptation to comment on the budget now, there will be ample op-
portunity to do so during the statements later on�  I ask all Members to remember that and to 
refrain from commenting now as they can do so later when statements are being taken�
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10/10/2017B00300Senator  Catherine Ardagh: Despite your comments, a Leas-Chathaoirligh, as I will not 
be here to comment on the budget later, I will touch slightly on it�  My entire contribution on the 
Order of Business will not be on the budget.  Today, I rise to reflect on parts of the budget.  Like 
last year, the influence Fianna Fáil had on the budget has ensured that it is more progressive 
and supported those who need support from the State, with increases in allowances for those 
in receipt of social welfare by more than €5 per week�  Although it is modest, the budget went 
some way to reflect our 2:1 spend on services versus tax cuts.  That was the cornerstone of our 
confidence and supply agreement.

I wish to mention the Indecon report published by the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.  It is of very significant concern how we are treating lone parents.  The 
report, which was commissioned by the Department, was published today and highlighted what 
we have been saying consistently since 2012, namely, that unless the changes in the one-parent 
family payment over the five years are accompanied by further increases in employment re-
forms, the objective of reducing poverty will not be met�  I note that today’s budget goes some 
way towards increasing the income thresholds for those in receipt of the one-parent family 
supplement, the jobseeker’s transitional payment and the family income support but I do not be-
lieve it goes far enough�  The report also notes that while 52% of families involved in the tran-
sition did not suffer any loss of income, 48% suffered a loss�  As a country we pride ourselves 
on looking after those who are most disadvantaged to ensure we all have a decent standard of 
living and way of life�  We should not change that mentality�  I call on the Minister to address 
the House to outline her plans for further reform�

The second matter I wish to raise relates to housing�  I note in the budget certain measures 
to increase spending on housing have been proffered by the Minister�  The affordable housing 
scheme was announced as part of budget 2016�  It was modelled on the co-op scheme in Bally-
mun where the council gave its land at a reduced price and more affordable houses were able to 
be built for as little as €140,000�  However, two years on we still do not have full details of the 
scheme�  I expected details of the scheme to be in today’s budget but they were not forthcoming�  
I welcome the Minister’s announcement on the introduction of high-rise developments in the 
city centre, however, I am not sold on the idea of communal living-type housing�  I do not think 
that kind of arrangement is sustainable in the long term�  I am pleased the Minister has acknowl-
edged that the repair and leasing scheme has not worked�  Ultimately, when we discuss housing 
we know the devil is in the detail�  To date, we have seen millions of euro being proffered to 
address the housing crisis but we really need to see schemes implemented�  Tonight, more than 
8,000 people are living in emergency accommodation and we have seen little or no movement 
in social housing lists to date�  I ask that the Minister comes to the House to address the detail of 
the affordable housing scheme and perhaps give us timelines for when the houses will be built�  
All we hear is that so many billions of euro are being pumped into local authorities but we have 
not seen one sod turned, or at least I have not seen any sods turned in my constituency�

10/10/2017B00400Senator  Michael McDowell: I take the opportunity on behalf of myself and my fellow 
members of the Independent group to express condolences to the members of the family of the 
late Liam Cosgrave, iar Thaoiseach�  Many words have been spoken about him since his death 
and some of them have been well publicised, but there were aspects of Liam Cosgrave which 
I think were not sufficiently appreciated by the Irish people and indeed by many commenta-
tors�  The fundamental feature of his character that deserves to be recorded here was his unique 
combination of patriotism, decency and determination�  Those qualities always governed what 
he did and his attitude to the events and issues he had to confront�  



10 October 2017

593

The other thing about him that I noted in recent times, and I attended a few events at his in-
vitation at which he spoke, was his belief that in this decade of centenaries, it was not his career 
as a politician that should be vindicated but his father’s memory�  On more than one occasion, 
he took it upon himself to emphasise his father’s achievements on behalf of the Irish people�  
He was not speaking about himself; he was not erecting monuments to himself in what he said�  
Based on what he said and the tone in which he said it, I felt that he was afraid that coming up 
to the Civil War period and the like, the achievements of his father and his father’s generation 
would be ignored, swept aside or mischaracterised for the Irish people�  It is worth remembering 
that both W� T� Cosgrave and Liam Cosgrave were intensely loyal to the institutions of the Irish 
State established by the Irish people and they never wavered in that loyalty�  At all points, they 
stood up for those institutions�  I do not want to be contentious but when one goes back to the 
period of the Civil War, which this country will be forced to address again in fairly short order 
during its centenary, one thing that occurs to me is that Michael Collins and others were repub-
licans�  They were people who were determined to establish the independence and sovereignty 
of the Irish people�  Although the treaty settlement was one that did not enshrine in absolutely 
clear terms the word “republic” as the definition of the Irish State, I challenge anybody in this 
House to look to the 1922 Constitution and ask themselves compared to Bunreacht na hÉireann, 
to which I am loyal in equal measure, whether it was not a very republican constitution and 
whether it did not aspire to be, on its face, a document that acknowledged that sovereignty in 
Ireland came from the people of Ireland�

The second thing I want to say about Liam Cosgrave is that he was a man of few words 
and shrewd judgment�  None of this was probably more characterised than on an occasion in 
Thomas Street when the former Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, was unveiling a plaque to W� T� Cos-
grave at his birthplace and Liam Cosgrave was there and spoke�  Enda Kenny said that when 
he was running for the by-election after which he succeeded his father as a Deputy in Mayo, he 
was greatly chuffed when the then Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave came down to canvass with him 
outside churches in Mayo�  Enda Kenny said that he made a number of speeches from the back 
of a lorry outside a church and they went from one town to another�  Eventually, Liam Cosgrave 
said to him in his typically gravelly tone “Enda, there’s no need to say too much�  These people 
know a lot anyway�”  That sums up the character of Liam Cosgrave, the man who had faith in 
the people and their judgment and was giving a quiet piece of advice to the man who was to 
succeed him as Taoiseach of Ireland�

On behalf of my colleagues, I want to record my personal sadness at the passing of Liam 
Cosgrave�  I saw him on the day of the 1916 celebration when he was quite ill�  He arrived at 
the back of the GPO in his car�  He had to remain in the car due to ill health but when it came 
to the national anthem, he got out of the car with some difficulty, stood to attention hand across 
his heart and then went back to his car�  I said, “There is a real patriot�”  I do not think I can say 
any more about him�

10/10/2017D00200Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: Agus muid ag dul ó ábhar bróin go dtí ábhar rud beag níos 
fuinniúla agus b’fhéidir chan chomh tábhachtach leis an méid a bhí le rá ag an caointeoir a 
chuaigh romham, tá brón orm go bhfuil orm an píosa sin a leanstan.  I am conscious that I am 
following the remarks of Senator McDowell and the sadness and the sense of loss that he re-
flected.  It is, no doubt, felt by colleagues in Fine Gael at the passing of the former Taoiseach, 
Mr� Cosgrave�  We, too, share in that sadness for their loss�

If the Leader will forgive me, I will focus on something light-hearted and reflect on the 
achievements of our soccer squad last night which, hopefully, are the first of many achieve-
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ments to be had�  It gives me a great deal of delight that it was a Derryman who scored the goal�  
James McClean, a very proud Derryman and a very proud Irishman, has done the national side 
a great service in this campaign�  Hopefully, he, along with his team mates and the management 
and staff of the international side, will do us much more�

In remarking on that, I call for a debate on the benefits of sport.  We have had the Minister 
with responsibility for sport in the Chamber on a number of occasions�  We have spoken here 
about the benefits of participation in whatever form or code of sport one happens to be involved 
in.  We all acknowledge and appreciate the benefits that sport brings personally and socially 
and in terms of health and well-being.  The latter is of particular importance when one reflects 
on this being World Mental Health Day 2017�  Sport can play a pivotal and key role in that, as 
the Leader well knows�  In the Leader, I appreciate I am speaking to a fellow sports fan and 
someone who, not least given his previous job in life, knows the benefit that sports can bring.

Reflecting on last night’s achievement and on the issue of sport, it is far to say that Ireland 
works best when we work together, whether that is in respect of the all-island bid for the Rugby 
World Cup to be hosted here, in our boxing fraternity or in our hockey, cricket or  GAA codes�  
We all are stronger when we are united�  While some have referenced in this Chamber previous-
ly the possibility of having a discussion around an all-island soccer team and what that might 
mean and what that might look like, it would be good to have a discussion with the Minister 
to see how the FAI and other sporting codes can think nationally but act locally�  Last night, I 
am sure there were many young children, both boys and girls, in Derry, Lurgan, Newry and in 
Belfast, who watched James McClean and Shane Duffy, and heard from Martin O’Neill after 
the game, and want to be involved with the FAI and to see summer camps hosted by the FAI 
on the streets of those cities where that should not be a contentious or hot political issue�  If we 
are serious about the benefits - hopefully, there will be a great period coming up where we can 
follow the Irish international squad and see the delivery of the Rugby World Cup - we should 
have that debate about how we think nationally and act locally, and avail of those benefits for 
our young people and, ultimately, for the country�

10/10/2017D00300Senator  Ivana Bacik: I join with others in expressing condolences to the family of the late 
Taoiseach, Liam Cosgrave�

On a more positive note, I join with Senator Ó Donnghaile in expressing such a welcome for 
the match result last night�  It was a super match and I am proud for James McClean and, as the 
Senator stated, for Derry, with Martin O’Neill and others there�  I also wish to express support 
for a debate on sport in this House�  I have some involvement with the FAI, in particular, girls’ 
soccer�  That is a real growth area where we are seeing the FAI going into schools and recruit-
ing girls for a growing Dublin metropolitan girls’ league�  That is very positive and we need to 
support it however we can�

I welcome that we will see the Sectoral Employment Order (Construction Sector) 2017 go-
ing through today without debate�  That will make a huge difference to the lives and livelihoods 
of many workers in the construction sector�  It is a proud legacy of Labour in Government and 
my colleague, Senator Gerald Nash, in particular�

There will be a debate on the budget later�  It represents a missed opportunity in that the 
Government could and should have invested in housing, health and education rather than using 
property revenues to fund tax cuts in a way that is reminiscent of Charlie McCreevy and which 
will only benefit people to the tune of a cup of coffee each week.  In this House, we have heard 
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many calls, particularly from Senator Noone, and rightly so, for a sugar tax�  It is very welcome 
to see that and also other positive initiatives such as the increased VAT on sunbeds�  That is 
great for health.  It is disappointing to see the effective abandonment of Sláintecare without ad-
ditional resources being put in place by the Minister, Deputy Paschal Donohoe, which would 
have been necessary to fund the roll-out of Sláintecare.  We might have a debate on health care 
in the future and on how we will see the roll-out of Sláintecare.  It is unfortunate and disappoint-
ing that in the budget today, despite the positive health initiatives we have seen, some of which 
were sought by Members in this House in the past, like the sugar tax, we see a bitter pill in the 
lack of commitment to Sláintecare and its apparent abandonment by the Government.

Today is World Mental Health Day�  It is disappointing to see little commitment with regard 
to mental health spending�  Pieta House has done great work in pointing out that one in seven 
Irish adults have had mental health issues in the last 12 months and the need to secure funding 
for that�

On 25 October, during the Labour Party’s Private Members’ time, we will have a debate on 
our Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (Gender Pay Gap Information) Bill�  I pro-
posed it for the Labour group in the summer and it passed Second Stage�  I thank Senators for 
the support since it passed through the House without opposition�  It would provide for manda-
tory reporting on a gender pay gap in organisations with 50 employees or more�  I am delighted 
to say that yesterday Ibec supported the call for mandatory gender pay gap reporting�  Over the 
summer and since the Second Stage of the Bill, this issue assumed great significance and topical 
importance with the publication of figures from RTE and so on.  I hope that when this matter 
comes back to the Seanad on 25 October in the Labour Party’s Private Members’ time that we 
can look forward to support from both sides of the House for Committee Stage of the Irish Hu-
man Rights and Equality Commission (Gender Pay Gap Information) Bill�

10/10/2017E00200Senator  Gabrielle McFadden: I welcome the €310 million allocated in the budget to ad-
dress the infrastructural needs of higher and further education sectors.  I ask the Leader to find 
out where the Technological Universities Bill is and when it will be completed on Committee 
Stage.  The Bill signifies an important step forward for the higher education landscape in Ire-
land and it provides for much-needed institutes of technology and higher education institutes to 
remain competitive, which is important for us�

I do not like to be parochial but I will be�  Athlone Institute of Technology, AIT, has really 
welcomed the Technological Universities Bill and it has always been our ambition in Athlone to 
become a technological university�  Athlone has met all the metrics and has been to the forefront 
of the institute of technology sector with regard to percentages of staff with PhDs, research 
activity and the diverse nature of our students�  The institute performs excellently�  I urge the 
Leader to contact both Ministers’ offices and the Department of Education and Skills and to ask 
them to engage with Athlone Institute of Technology again before the completion of this work�  
It is vital for us that we are married to the right institute�  I do not believe that we should be put 
together with Dublin Institute of Technology because it is too far away from us geographically�  
I do not believe that we should be put with Galway, Mayo or Sligo because they are too far 
away from us�  If we have to be married to somebody and cannot be a standalone university, 
then we should be attached to Maynooth because we complement each other very well and are 
geographically very close�  In the meantime I congratulate AIT for receiving an award from The 
Irish Times for being the best institute of technology�  That is a further reason to give it stand-
alone status or link it with Maynooth university�
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10/10/2017F00200Senator  Gerry Horkan: On my own behalf and that of the Fianna Fáil group, I pass on 
our condolences to the wider Cosgrave family on the death of Liam�  I will not go on at length 
about the former Taoiseach�  Senator Michael McDowell made a very thoughtful speech on his 
contribution to Irish life�  It is hard for all of us to appreciate that somebody was within the walls 
of Leinster House for 38 years and here for a further 40 years after being Taoiseach�  He lived 
a very long and happy life and made a great contribution to the State�  May he rest in peace�  I 
had a particular connection with one of his nieces, Louise Cosgrave, who was a councillor in 
the Stillorgan area.  When I was a Fianna Fáil councillor, she was a Fine Gael councillor, but 
we worked well together long before there were confidence and supply agreements or various 
other forms of minority arrangements�  I regard her as a good friend�

As we will be back to speak about the budget later, I will try to avoid referring to it in this 
contribution�  In advance of Thursday, World Obesity Day, it is very important that the Chamber 
looks at the issue�  Senator Ray Butler has spoken at length about what he did to manage the 
issues with which he had to deal�  Many of us in the Chamber, including me, would like to be 
a few pounds lighter than we are�  It is important, therefore, that on Thursday we acknowledge 
what is happening.  Obesity is a huge problem and something we all need to flag and of which 
we need to be aware�  I hope the sugar tax will prove to be something positive�  As somebody 
said, it will not raise that much revenue if we all modify our behaviour, but it may release some 
of the strain on the health service in having to treat people who present with conditions asso-
ciated with carrying excess weight.  I want to flag the issue.  Let us all try to raise its profile 
because carrying excess weight leads on to many things, including cancer and stroke�  It is im-
portant that we all appreciate this, including me as much as anyone else�

10/10/2017F00300Senator  Billy Lawless: I express my deepest sympathy to the Cosgrave family on the death 
of their father, the former Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave�  He did the State a great service in his time 
as Taoiseach at a very difficult time politically.  At his funeral on Saturday he was described by 
Monsignor John Wilson as a man who had loved his family, faith and country, which was a fit-
ting tribute to a man who had dedicated his life to all three�  May he rest in peace�

I want to discuss the sugar tax�  A sugar tax was introduced in Chicago a few months back 
and it has caused ferocious controversy�  It will be rescinded either today or tomorrow and it 
is probable that the president of Cook County will lose her seat over it�  I hope the same will 
not happen here�  I was shocked�  She put on a penny per ounce, which was going to bring in 
more than $200 million in Cook County, of which Chicago is part�  I want to warn people that 
it is an issue�  As with everything in the United States, Coca-Cola and Pepsi launched a mas-
sive multi-million dollar campaign against it and publicly stated they would finance a fund to 
be used against the president of Cook County in the primary next March�  That shows us how 
politics works in the United States�

Last weekend I met an old friend who was an optometrist in private practice�  We used to 
row together many years ago�  We got to speak about his profession�  I was 
shocked by the figures that he told me were on the waiting list for eye proce-
dures in this country�  At the end of August this year, almost 12,500 people 
were waiting for inpatient eye procedures�  It is the highest waiting list in any 
medical specialty�  More than 3,000 of the people in question have been wait-

ing for more than a year, while 800 have been waiting for 12 to 18 months�  A further 38,000 
are on an outpatient waiting list waiting to receive appointments�

4 o’clock
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That 38,000 has gone up from 32,000 at the end of 2016, an increase of almost 20% in eight 
months�  Hospital eye departments cannot meet the ever-growing demands of patients, whose 
health is being compromised by these crisis-level delays�  

  The problem could be tackled effectively if community and hospital-based services were 
to work together much more closely, with routine care provided in the community and only 
specialist or complex cases being referred to hospital eye departments�  In the United Kingdom 
and elsewhere across Europe there has been an increasing trend towards community-based eye 
care�  That is where Ireland needs to go�  It is estimated that €32 million could be saved, while at 
the same time providing a better and quicker service�  It is 50% less expensive to treat patients 
through the local optometrist than through the hospital system�  There are 600 optometrists 
across the country who are highly skilled, trained, have the necessary equipment and are avail-
able to solve the problem�  The Association of Optometrists Ireland, AOI, estimates that savings 
of €32�3 million could be made here, including €7�2 million in the provision children’s eye care 
services; €19 million in the treatment of glaucoma; €4 million in triage services; and €2 million 
in the treatment of red eye�  An optometrist’s examination costs €45 on average, while an ex-
amination in an outpatient department or community clinic is estimated to cost more twice that 
amount, more than €100, plus associated costs such as travel costs and parking fees, etc�  There 
is also a high level of patient non-attendance, putting a cost on hospital services�  

  There are three areas where the optometrist can immediately reduce waiting times and, 
given that this is budget day, save the State a considerable amount of money: the paediatric list; 
the cataract list and the review of stable patients post-treatment�  This is particularly relevant 
in the treatment of glaucoma and macular degeneration�  It is very frustrating to hear about the 
difficulties people have as waiting lists grow and they suffer needlessly.  The position could be 
improved hugely by an immediate discussion between the AOI and the HSE�

10/10/2017G00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Senator is well into injury time�

10/10/2017G00300Senator  Billy Lawless: I am just finishing.  I call on the Minister for Health to ask the HSE 
to enter into discussions with the Association of Optometrists Ireland as a matter of priority�

10/10/2017G00400Senator  James Reilly: I point out to Senator Billy Lawless that while optometrists can de-
liver very valuable services, there are also many that they cannot�  Outpatient departments cover 
the entirety of services, which is why they provide a slightly more expensive service�

I would like to make some quick responses to the comments made by the leader of Fianna 
Fáil in the House on the issue of housing.  Senator Catherine Ardagh claims that she has not 
seen a sod turned in her constituency�  I am happy to report that I have seen numerous sods 
turned in my constituency, including for the many affordable and social houses being built in 
my village of Lusk, complete with solar panels�  The leader of the Labour Party in the House 
meanwhile has stated the Government has missed an opportunity to invest in health services�  
The Department of Health will now have the largest budget in its history�  There will also be an 
increase in the budget for housing and the Department of Education and Skills, with a huge in-
crease of 1,000 in the number of new special needs assistants�  There will be more teachers and 
a reduction in the pupil-teacher ratio�  As the Leas-Chathaoirleach requested, I will not labour 
too much on the budget, but there will also be a huge investment in mental health services�  I 
call on the Minister for Health to ensure 16 to 18 year olds will all be catered for by the child 
and adolescent mental health service, CAMHS�  Although this is HSE policy, it is not always 
the case and the position has to be corrected as a matter of urgency�  Furthermore, there are 
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children who are still being catered for in adult mental health facilities�  This is not acceptable 
and must also be addressed as a matter of urgency�  

I welcome many of the changes made in the budget, but I will stick to the ones I find par-
ticularly positive�  Senator Billy Lawless mentioned the sugar tax and what had happened in 
Chicago.  We must stand firm against the vested interests of the multinationals.  As the Senator 
will be aware, it would not be the first time we were faced with legal and political threats from 
vested interests�  I am not referring to the sugar industry in this instance but to the tobacco in-
dustry which has left no stone unturned in intimidating this and many other smaller countries�  
Our public health service and our public health policy is a matter for this country�  We have a 
duty of obligation to protect our citizens, particularly our children�  I welcome the sugar tax, the 
sun bed tax and the increased tax on cigarettes�

Last week, I raised the issue of prescription charges in the hope that they would be abolished 
or, at least, that progress would be made in that regard�  I welcome that the Minister has com-
menced that process and I hope that he will continue on the pathway towards their abolition�

10/10/2017H00200Senator  Máire Devine: As the Leas-Chathaoirleach has asked that we not make budget 
statements I will not do so.  However, in regard to Senator Reilly’s point that we must stand firm 
against corporations and conglomerates, where are we at in regard to the Apple tax that we are 
refusing and appealing?

Today is World Mental Health Day and this week, 10 to 17 October, is mental health week�  
In my view, budget 2018 is regressive in terms of the mental health budget�  However, I will not 
elaborate on that today�  

I welcome Diageo’s proposed city centre development on a site in the iconic St� James’s 
Gate area, which is in my constituency, which will lead to a new quarter in the inner city in the 
Liberties in Dublin 8�  This will be one of the largest developments at the heart of the city, fully 
integrated into the Liberties area�  The development will include 500 new homes and commer-
cial and leisure elements.  We await the finer details of the development.  This 12.68 acre site 
is being imaginatively developed to benefit the community, where up to now the only develop-
ment has been of student accommodation�  This type of development in a small area like the 
Liberties does not engender community spirit�  This area, which was particularly devastated by 
social problems and austerity, needs businesses and homes if it is to flourish and thrive.  I call 
on the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government and the local authorities to ensure 
land banks held by large companies not only in Dublin but across all cities are developed not on 
a potential profit basis but for the benefit of communities.

10/10/2017H00300Senator  Tim Lombard: While I, too, would like to comment on the budget I will wait until 
the appropriate time to do so�  I rise today to highlight the ongoing debate in Cork regarding the 
county and the city, in respect of which several reports have been produced over the last five to 
six years, three of which have come to naught and three of which have been debated in the last 
18 months in particular�  We need to progress towards a conclusion of this matter�

10/10/2017H00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Am I correct that the Senator has tabled this issue for discussion 
as a Commencement matter?

10/10/2017H00500Senator  Tim Lombard: No, the Commencement matter relates to local election boundar-
ies�  The local authorities need to ensure governance structures are put in place to allow Cork 
to move forward as appropriate�  Thus far, all we have had is debate and internal arguments�  In 
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terms of the structure of Cork local government, we all accept there is need for change and that 
that change must be put in place sooner rather than later�  As I said, this issue has been debated 
at length by almost everybody in the county, including public representatives, local and national 
representatives, the executives of both local authorities, academics and so on�  This process 
needs to brought to a conclusion, with the necessary changes made sooner rather than later�  
The region is suffering because of a lack of local government structures and local government 
vision�  We need to ensure these are in place going forward�

In the past 48 hours, one of the local authorities has threatened court proceedings against 
local government in Dublin�  This is unique and unfortunate but it shows the urgency of dealing 
with this issue once and for all�  The threat of legal action by local government against a Depart-
ment is unheard of, in my opinion�   I believe we need to have movement�  The Minister needs 
to decide what he proposes to do and make that decision�  I look forward to the Commencement 
debate on the other issue tomorrow�

10/10/2017J00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Indeed�

10/10/2017J00300Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Today, we have all been listening to the budget 
and I know we will debate it later�  Today is also World Homeless Day�  We are now in 2017 yet 
we have 8,270 people in emergency accommodation and 3,048 of them are children�  When I 
heard a Fine Gael Senator say that housing is being built I was a bit surprised�  I am a member of 
the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government and the commit-
tee has been told that there is loads of money�  Yet, today on budget day, there are 8,270 people 
living in emergency accommodation and it is not right�  It is unfair and it is unjust�

10/10/2017J00400Senator  Jerry Buttimer: What is the reason for that?

10/10/2017J00500Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Some 3,048 of those people are children�

10/10/2017J00700An Leas-Chathaoirleach: We are discussing the Order of Business�

10/10/2017J00900Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Today is also World Mental Health Day�  Again, 
I address my comment to Fine Gael�  There are 678,438 people on some form of a hospital 
waiting list�  Again, this matter needs to be addressed�  We need to make sure that these people, 
like previous speakers have said, are not waiting for operations or waiting for surgery�  That 
is uncalled for�  I ask that we make sure that the money that is in the budget is delivered to the 
services that need them and I will give an example�

10/10/2017J01000Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Who created the HSE?

10/10/2017J01100Senator Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I will give an example�

10/10/2017J01200Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Who created the HSE?  It was Deputy Micheál Martin.

10/10/2017J01300Senator Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I know of instances where medical cards have 
been refused�

10/10/2017J01400Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Deputy Micheál Martin is the Senator’s party leader.

10/10/2017J01500An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Will Senator Murnane O’Connor save her example-----

10/10/2017J01600Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I will�
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10/10/2017J01700Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Who created the HSE?  It was Deputy Micheál Martin.

10/10/2017J01800An Leas-Chathaoirleach: -----for statements on the budget-----

10/10/2017J01900Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Yes�

10/10/2017J02000An Leas-Chathaoirleach: -----rather than give it now?

10/10/2017J02100Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I heard of a case yesterday where a medical card 
was refused-----

10/10/2017J02200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I do not want people speaking on the budget now when we have 
will have statements later on�

10/10/2017J02300Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: -----and the lady is blind�

10/10/2017J02400Senator  Jerry Buttimer: The Senator’s party leader created the HSE�

10/10/2017J02500Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: She is blind yet she was refused a medical card 
because she was just over the limit�

10/10/2017J02600Senator James Reilly: That sounds like Charlie and his health cuts against the old and 
vulnerable�

10/10/2017J02800Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: The Government needs to address these issues 
which are not being addressed�

10/10/2017J02900Senator Michelle Mulherin: We were in a recession� 

10/10/2017J03000An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Order, please�

10/10/2017J03300Senator  Michelle Mulherin: I ask that the Leader invites the Minister of State, Deputy 
Kevin Boxer Moran, who has responsibility for the Office for Public Works, OPW, to debate the 
whole issue of what progress has been made on the delivery of flood defences under the Capital 
Investment Plan 2016-2021�  In September 2015, €430 million was put into a pot for investment 
in various schemes around the country�  I know one such scheme is earmarked for my own area 
of Crossmolina.  Crossmolina was flooded in November 2015 and December 2016.  Prior to 
that, for a couple of years, consultants had considered long-term flood defences.  In fact, very 
late in the day they decided that the building of flood defences in the town, which would com-
prise building a wall, could not be done because it would interfere with the integrity of a bridge�  
It seemed a bit late in the day to make that decision�  They have considered options since then 
but a couple of years have elapsed�  What accountability is there in terms of consultants carry-
ing out their work?  What deadlines have they been asked to work to?  An option has not been 
yet been identified that would allow works to proceed to design yet the money is there.  We need 
to see more for the people of Crossmolina-----

10/10/2017J03400Senator  James Reilly: Hear, hear�

10/10/2017J03500Senator  Michelle Mulherin: -----and for people throughout the country-----

10/10/2017J03600Senator  Gabrielle McFadden: Yes�

10/10/2017J03700Senator  Michelle Mulherin: -----and for money that the Government has set aside and the 
plans it has to provide long-term flood defences are being delivered in a timely fashion.
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We also have catchment flood risk assessment and management, CFRAM, an analysis of 
over 300 areas that are at risk of flooding.  There are numerous flood risk management plans.  
In regard to Ballina where I live, I would like to know how the recommendations and plans 
going to be implemented and what funding will follow these plans because we are heading into 
the time of year for floods.  Obviously floods happened sooner than expected in Donegal and I 
extend my sincere sympathies to the people of Donegal�  Floods are a shocking experience and 
I have witnessed it first hand in Ballina and Crossmolina.  We need to know that progress has 
been made�  The people need to know what work is being done�  We need some accountability 
from the OPW and the consultants it has engaged so that we know this matter is getting their 
full attention�  To my mind, the delays in Crossmolina seem inordinate�

I would also like to express my sincere sympathies to the family of the former Taoiseach, 
the late Liam Cosgrave�  May his soul rest in peace�

10/10/2017K00100Senator  Victor Boyhan: My colleague, Senator McDowell, has paid tribute to the late 
Liam Cosgrave and I wish to be associated with it�  I knew this unique man well�  I grew up in 
his constituency of Dún Laoghaire�  I extend particular sympathy to his son Liam Thomas, or 
Liam T� Cosgrave Jnr� as we know him, who served as Cathaoirleach, Leas-Chathaoirleach and 
Member of the Seanad�  He served as a Deputy and also as a county councillor in the constitu-
ency in which I live�  I know the Cosgrave family exceptionally well�

I was looking at archive footage and a tribute shown by RTE last week to the late Liam 
Cosgrave�  Senator McDowell spoke and paid tribute to him on that programme and this made 
me recall my memories of him as somebody who grew up in the 1960s and 1970s�  He was a 
shrewd operator�  He knew about local politics when nobody knew about it�  He had his key 
people in Dún Laoghaire�  As people know, Dún Laoghaire has a very strong Fine Gael tradi-
tion that goes back to the beginning of this State�  In this four-seat constituency, the Fine Gael 
Party has three seats in Dáil Éireann.  That is a wonderful achievement for the party and I am 
sure it hopes to keep two and aims to keep three�  He was a man of exceptional integrity who 
always put local issues to the very top of his political agenda�  He opened schools and always 
attended, even when we was Taoiseach, what appeared to be small events across the constitu-
ency�  He was at them all, he was the chief�  I think we can learn from that�  It was not beneath 
him to go and meet very small groups of people�  I knew him well and extend my condolences 
to his family�

May I request the Leader, and I know he has committed to doing so, to have a debate on the 
services of the National Rehabilitation Hospital because they are really important�  As of today, 
there are hundreds of people needing rehabilitation who remain in acute beds in our general 
hospitals and need to go for rehabilitation before they can go home�  Will the Leader agree to 
facilitate that in the next two to three weeks?

10/10/2017K00200Senator  Ray Butler: I would like to express my condolences to the Cosgrave family�

I congratulate Martin O’Neill and the Irish soccer team on their win�  It was like a mini 
World Cup victory�  I hope Ireland will qualify to go to Russia�  

I congratulate the Meath senior camogie team who won the All-Ireland Intermediate Camo-
gie Final against Cork last Sunday week�  Let me say: “Well done girls�”  It is great news that 
County Meath can win All-Ireland finals again.

It was very worrying to look at the Tory Party conference last week�  What a pantomime - 
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with Boris Johnson walking in and walking out and Theresa May’s speech�  We then learn from 
the leaked document on immigration what is being proposed under Brexit, namely, in 2019 
people who are classified as unskilled will get a two-year stay and those who are skilled with get 
a five-year stay.  That is very worrying for Irish and other European people.  They are going to 
operate border controls on labour similar to those in Australia�  These are draconian measures�  
We might have a “Guantanamo Bay” over there�  Theresa May wants to know what Europe is 
doing, but it was she and her party who constructed this disaster�

It was reported in a weekend newspaper that Revenue needs more staff for customs duties 
and that it believes an open border will not work�  The Germans and the other 27 member states 
will not lie down under Brexit and let Britain walk on them�  Channel 4 News conducted its 
second “Brexit Reality Debate: Should Brexit be stopped at all costs?”�  For those who saw it, 
the English public now realise the big mistake they have made�  When they look at the British 
Government’s performance they see the disaster, with members tripping over one another�  The 
Labour Party is no better�  It is a case of the stiff upper lip, to keep going when the ship is sink-
ing�  It is a mess� There is no Government in Stormont�  I would like the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade to come in here so we can discuss the serious issue of emigration and consider 
where we go next�

10/10/2017L00200Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: Cuirim fáilte ar ais roimh an gCeannaire.  Tá súil agam 
gur éirigh go maith leis ar an turas a bhí á dhéanamh aige ar son na Parlaiminte.  I welcome the 
Leader back�  I hope the parliamentary group he travelled with was a success�  It is important 
that such trips happen�

It is important to note that a momentous meeting of the Catalan Parliament is taking place 
this afternoon�  Nobody knows yet what is going to happen�  It is certainly going to be an his-
toric day in one sense or another�  What is happening at the moment is very concerning�  More 
and more international leaders, including former Nobel Peace Prize winners, are making very 
public statements about the need for mediation to resolve the situation that has unfolded be-
tween the Spanish and Catalan Governments�  Our Government should add its voice to that call 
because international mediation is needed�  It is possible that it could be sponsored by the EU, 
but it should certainly not be led by the EU because it is not seen as an honest broker at the mo-
ment�  I note that the Swiss Government has offered its services�  Our Government should stand 
up and be counted by adding its voice to the call for international mediation�

I am also thinking today about our own diaspora across the globe�  We need a good debate 
about diaspora issues�  On Saturday, Senator Lawless and I attended a very good conference 
that was organised by Ciaran Staunton of the Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform and Karen 
McHugh of Safe Home Ireland�  They highlighted once more the practical issues facing Irish 
citizens who want to return home�  The Minister of State, Deputy Cannon, was also in atten-
dance�  It would be very useful to have a debate in this House on such issues�  I know we will 
debate the budget later this afternoon, but I would like to mention a related aspect of it that con-
cerns me�  It is disappointing to see that the supports available to organisations supporting Irish 
citizens abroad are being cut in this budget�  Perhaps we could have a debate on that�

Bheadh sé go maith freisin dá bhféadfadh muid díospóireacht a bheith againn maidir le dul 
chun cinn na straitéise 20 bliana, cúrsaí pleanála teanga agus cúrsaí Gaeilge.  Is léir nach bhfuil 
an méid atá curtha ar fáil sa bhuiséad inniu ag teacht i bhfoisceacht scread asail den mhéid atá 
na heagraíochtaí pobail agus Gaeltachta ag lorg ó thaobh maoinithe de.  B’fhéidir go bhféad-
fadh muid breathnú ar na ceisteanna sin chomh maith�
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10/10/2017L00300Senator  Colm Burke: I would like to join in the vote of sympathy to the late Liam Cos-
grave who made a huge contribution to this country in difficult times.  During the ceremony, 
there were interesting references to Liam Cosgrave’s support for the Garda and the Garda’s 
support for him.  At an extremely difficult time, this played a major part in making sure we had 
peace in this country�  Liam Cosgrave made a major contribution in this whole area�

In that context, I welcome the announcement in today’s Budget Statement that an additional 
800 gardaí and an additional 500 civilian Garda staff will be recruited in 2018.  I also wel-
come the increase in spending of 3�4% that is being provided for in this budget�  I remind my 
colleague who referred to a lack of money for this or that that the annual increases of 12% in 
Government spending some years ago caused a false economy�

I would like to raise an important matter that relates to the victims of crime�  A legal col-
league wrote to me the other day to advise me that the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal 
is experiencing substantial delays in dealing with claims�  The tribunal compensates people who 
have suffered injuries as a result of serious assaults but are not being provided for�  In the case 
that was referred to me, an application for compensation was lodged in 2012 and all the neces-
sary documentation was lodged more than two years ago�  It will be anything up to a further 
two years before the matter will be dealt with�  We are talking about people who are victims of 
crime�  In this case, the person who assaulted the injured party was imprisoned for more than 
ten years as a penalty for this serious assault�

The money awarded by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is not a lump sum�  It 
is to provide for medical care, dental care and loss of earnings�  That is all it covers�  We are 
finding that there is a delay of well over five years in dealing with claims.  I ask the Leader to 
bring the issue to the Minister’s attention�  I also believe the Minister should come to the House 
to explain what he will do to get rid of the waiting list�  Victims of crime should not be left wait-
ing in this manner�  It is a serious issue that needs to be dealt with immediately�  It is grand to 
have more gardaí on the street, but people will still suffer injury as a result of a serious assault, 
no matter how many gardaí are on the streets or what is done in this area, and they need to be 
compensated adequately�

10/10/2017M00200Senator  Fintan Warfield: During his election campaign the Taoiseach committed to dou-
ble State funding for culture over a seven-year period�  Justin Trudeau made the same commit-
ment, but, ironically, it is a commitment on which Canada has delivered�  It is time, therefore, 
for the Government to road-map its intentions�  To quote what the Minister for Finance, Deputy 
Paschal Donohoe, said today, “Additional funding to the Department of Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, of €9 million in current funding and €4 million in capital funding, will allow 
for key measures to be progressed in 2018�”  Doubling the funding for the arts would require 
a 10% to 20% increase annually�  The increase announced today is 6%�  Sinn Féin’s alterna-
tive budget included fully costed increases for cultural agencies and institutions, amounting to 
between 10% and 15%�  Fine Gael should not make promises it cannot keep and should keep 
every commitment it makes�  In the absence of a press conference by the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Deputy Heather Humphreys, this evening, it would be good to 
know how exactly the Arts Council can meet demands under the children and youth pillar of the 
Creative Ireland programme with only an additional €5 million�  Separately, the sense from the 
arts community is that Creative Ireland needs a period of reflection.  There are concerns about 
the level of transparency, the moneys spent on advertising and whether it is a propaganda arm 
of the Department�  Regrettably, this is another disappointing day for artists and audiences, with 
unambitious measures in the area of the arts and culture� 
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10/10/2017M00300Senator  Paddy Burke: I, too, wish to be associated with the expressions of sympathy to 
the Cosgrave family on the death of the former Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave�  One could not put 
it any better than how Senator Michael McDowell put it�  He probably knew him better than 
most of us in the Chamber and gave a great outline of what he was like.  The first time I met 
the late former Taoiseach was during the famous by-election of 1975�  I met him afterwards on 
a number of occasions, particularly at spring shows and so forth, and always found him to be a 
humble man who was willing to share his time�  I would, therefore, like to be associated with the 
expressions of sympathy to his family, Liam Jnr� who spent many years in this Chamber, Mary 
and Ciarán, and the wider Cosgrave family also.  His interview with Colm Murray was one of 
the finest heard on RTE.  It made for compelling listening.  Both are now gone to their eternal 
reward�  I heard many comments throughout the country across all divides about how great an 
interview it was with a man who had a great brain and mind and could remember everything as 
if it was only yesterday�

10/10/2017M00700Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I thank the 18 Members who contributed on the Order of Busi-
ness�  I join the many Senators who paid tribute to the memory of the late and great iarThao-
iseach, Liam Cosgrave�  Like many others in the House, I attended the funeral last Saturday 
afternoon and was struck by the simplicity and humility of the occasion which reflected the 
man he had been�  As Monsignor Wilson said, he was a man who loved his family, country and 
faith�  Senator McDowell’s very eloquent testimonial to him illustrates the importance that the 
State and its institutions played in his life and that of his family�  At a time of commemorations 
and celebrations, the legacy of Liam Cosgrave and his family will be one of standing up for our 
people, the Garda and the Defence Forces and the Members of this House, when Members of 
these Houses were attacked and killed, as were members of the Defence Forces and the Garda�

I had the pleasure of meeting him during the election campaign in 1973 when my father was 
a young man�  I was six years old and he told me I should be at home in bed, gave me a few bob 
and thanked me for being at the rally in Cork�

His work as Taoiseach reflected his desire to bring peace to our country.  How sad it was that 
the work of Sunningdale could not have been accepted, embraced and moved forward�  It took 
a generation, many of whom have died, before that happened.  When we reflect on the work of 
Sunningdale, we will see that it was a stepping stone to, and it left a footprint on, the Anglo-
Irish Agreement, the Good Friday Agreement and others such as the St� Andrews Agreement�  
It is a pity that those on both sides of the divide did not warm to the work of his Government�

He was equally a man who brought Ireland to the world, as Minister for External Affairs vis-
iting the United Nations and as Taoiseach in the European Union�  That Government, through 
Mark Clinton and Garret FitzGerald, embraced Europe and saw its importance to this country�  
As a member of the Council of State, where he served for more than four decades, he gave wise 
counsel and showed his shrewdness and ability to bring people with him, in some cases with 
very few words, as Senator McDowell said�  He took great pride in the Defence Forces, particu-
larly the Army Equitation School�  I pay tribute to him and thank him and the Cosgrave fam-
ily for W� T� Cosgrave, Liam Cosgrave and Liam Cosgrave Jnr� who served as Cathaoirleach 
of this House.  When we reflect on our great political journey as a country, the name of Liam 
Cosgrave will shine brightly�  As leader of the Fine Gael Party in this House, I offer our deepest 
sympathies to Liam, Ciaran, Mary and his grandchildren and his extended family�  Ar dheis Dé 
go raibh a anam dílis.

On a happier note I join all the Members of the House who paid tribute to the success of 
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our soccer team last night�  I tweeted during injury time “me nerves”�  We were all blowing that 
whistle�  Senator Ó Donnghaile referred to Derry and the great goal scorer�  From a Cork per-
spective, David Meyler and others would come to mind�  It was an evening of joy for those of 
us who follow sport�  I hope the draw will be kind to us whenever it takes place�  I congratulate 
all the team for giving us an uplifting evening�  It shows the importance of sport�

Senator Ardagh referred to the lone parent report�  The Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection, Deputy Regina Doherty, will come to the House on 26 October to discuss the 
matter�  The point of the report is that employment has increased and it is a question of revers-
ing the cuts and ensuring we allow single women go out to work without being punished or 
penalised and that they can see the benefit of employment and not have to withdraw from the 
workforce�  The report makes valuable reading�

The Senator also referred to housing and development�  A couple of weeks ago in the debate 
on housing, when the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy, was here, I referred to the sod turning in many parts of the country�  There has been an 
increase in this budget of funding for the health sector�  This Government is very much commit-
ted to Rebuilding Ireland and housing is a priority of, and for, Government�  The Minister for 
Finance and for Public Expenditure and Reform is allocating €1�83 billion for housing in this 
budget�  Some 3,800 new social houses will be built this year�  That belies the line peddled by 
Members of the House on the Opposition benches in particular that the Fine Gael Party does not 
build houses�  A total of 3,800 social houses are being built�

The housing assistance payment is being increased by €149 million, allowing for an ad-
ditional 17,000 householders to be supported and accommodated in 2018�  I know you will 
chastise me, a Leas-Chathaoirligh, but it has been raised on the Order of Business�  We will see 
funding of a further €18 million, giving a total of €116 million for homeless services in the bud-
get for 2018, which has just been announced in the past couple of hours�  The most important 
way to tackle homelessness and to make housing more affordable is to increase housing supply, 
and that is what the Government is committed to doing�  That was the thrust of the housing 
package in the budget�  I think we will all join in congratulating the Ministers, Deputies Dono-
hoe and Eoghan Murphy, for their contributions in terms of the housing budget�

Senator Ó Donnghaile made reference to the benefits of sport.  I agree that James McClean’s 
goal last night is one that shows the importance of how we can join a nation together�  I would be 
happy to have a debate on the benefits of sport, whether it is under the umbrella of competitive, 
active sport or through more recreational leisure under the umbrella of Healthy Ireland� The 
Senator is correct that it is something we must look at not from a value-for-money perspective 
but in terms of how we can increase the longevity of citizens and also reduce the health budget, 
which we are spending unnecessarily on some issues�  The importance of sport was outlined by 
Senator Butler, and whether it is Meath winning the all-Ireland intermediate camogie competi-
tion, Cork winning the camogie or Dublin winning the football, it is about sport of whatever 
code - whether ladies’ or men’s’ - and about all of us participating and joining together�

10/10/2017O00200Senator  Niall Ó Donnghaile: Hear, hear�

10/10/2017O00300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Senator Bacik referred to health and Sláintecare.  The Minister 
for Health, Deputy Harris, is very much committed to Sláintecare.  He is of the view that an 
implementation group will be appointed by the end of the year�  He is very much committed to 
the report of the overarching body, which unfortunately did not contain Members of the Seanad, 
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but in the budget we are seeing an increase of €685 million in the Department of Health spend�  
Senator Rose Conway-Walsh will be pleased to hear that it is the highest spend in modern 
times, as will Senator Murnane O’Connor who also referred to health�

10/10/2017O00400Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: We are not supposed to talk about the budget�

10/10/2017O00500Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Yes�

10/10/2017O00600Senator  Jerry Buttimer: It was raised on the Order of Business�  I know the one line Sinn 
Féin gets every day is that we cannot praise good news�  Sinn Féin does not like to hear good 
news�

10/10/2017O00700An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Members can come back and give us the good news when we 
reach the next item of business�

10/10/2017O00800Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: Just to confuse us�

10/10/2017O00900Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I remind Senator Murnane O’Connor that on this occasion in 
the budget the Minister for Health, Deputy Harris, is allocating €209 million to new initiatives 
where the Government will inform the HSE of what the funding can be spent on�  She should 
remember that it was her party leader who conceived and brought into being the structure of the 
HSE, the Health Service Executive�

10/10/2017O01000Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: It is ten years on now�

10/10/2017O01100Senator  Jerry Buttimer: The Senator should remember that�

10/10/2017O01200Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: The Leader can only use that excuse for so long�  
Mistakes were made but we are seven years on now�  He should take responsibility�

10/10/2017O01300An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Both Senators will have the opportunity to contribute to the next 
item of business�  They should please leave it at that�

10/10/2017O01400Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: It is only a lover’s tiff�

10/10/2017O01500Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Just so Members know, in the context of the health service, the 
health budget is €15�3 billion, which is a 5% increase�

10/10/2017O01600An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Leader can-----

10/10/2017O01700Senator  Ivana Bacik: Funding is needed to implement Sláintecare.

10/10/2017O01800Senator  Jerry Buttimer: The Minister said transitional funding will be made available for 
Sláintecare on an ongoing basis.

10/10/2017O01900An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Leader should speak through the Chair�

10/10/2017O02000Senator  Jerry Buttimer: This is about ensuring-----

10/10/2017O02100Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Unless it is proven right we will have to-----

10/10/2017O02200Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I know that good news is hard to take�

10/10/2017O02300Senator  Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: No�  I am delighted with the good news�
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10/10/2017O02400Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I appreciate that the Senator would love to be in Government�

10/10/2017O02500An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Will Senator Buttimer hold that good news until the next item?

10/10/2017O02600Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I will�  The important point is that the budget announced by the 
Minister will allow for more people to be employed and there will be new initiatives to cut 
waiting lists.  Senator Bacik is correct that we need to see the Sláintecare plan being taken on 
board across the health sector�

10/10/2017O02700Senator  Ivana Bacik: We do, and we do not have funding for it�

10/10/2017O02800Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Whether it is primary care or the optometrists to whom Senator 
Lawless referred or elder care in the home, as Senator Colm Burke has been talking about, that 
is all addressed in the budget�  We will have more home care packages and we will embrace 
Sláintecare and what the Minister referred to in terms of the transition.

10/10/2017P00100Senator  Ivana Bacik: He should have referenced it explicitly in the budget�

10/10/2017P00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Hold on now; you are all a bit previous�

10/10/2017P00300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: There is an additional €35 million for mental health on this 
World Mental Health Day which is up from last year�

10/10/2017P00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Senator will be able to go into that in more detail�

10/10/2017P00500Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I will not be able to do so because I have been asked to respond 
to the Order of Business and am doing so�  I welcome Senator Bacik’s Private Members’ Bill�  
We hoped to see that expedited in the past�  It is a Bill we have supported�

I join with Senator McFadden in congratulating Athlone Institute of Technology on its suc-
cess�  I hope we will see the Technological Universities Bill back in the House relatively soon�  
I know the Department is working on it�  We had hoped to have it in the schedule for the coming 
weeks but it is in the legislative programme in the short term�  

Senator Horkan mentioned the issue of obesity and, like Senator Lawless, indirectly men-
tioned the sugar tax�  The umbrella that is Healthy Ireland is one that we should embrace, run 
with, work with and promote because it is about promoting a healthy Ireland�  I hope we will 
find unanimity or a common approach to ensure we can see the issue of obesity tackled and 
Healthy Ireland promoted�  

I congratulate Senator Lawless on his contribution last week at the conference at which he 
spoke.  It was a very fine contribution.  In respect of the matter he raised regarding the sugar tax, 
I certainly hope, as Senator Reilly said, that we do not see the big corporations try to bedevil 
what we are trying to achieve here�  The Senator is right regarding the issue of optometry�  We 
should see a community hospital-based approach and I would be happy to invite the Minister to 
come to the House to discuss that because it is about ensuring that people are treated and that it 
can be done in the community�  

Senator Reilly referenced the issue of housing�  He is right in terms of the mental health bud-
get and CAMHS with the 16 to 18-year-olds, who I hope can be treated by CAMHS�  I would 
be happy to invite the Minister to come to the House to discuss that�  

Senator Devine made reference to the Apple tax case�  The Government is appealing the 
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Commission’s decision with regard to that�  The Senator made reference to the issue of mental 
health�  I have mentioned that we will have an increase of €35 million in the mental health bud-
get which will allow for new posts to be created for people to be able to access services�  We all 
welcome the allocation of extra moneys for the mental health budget�  I join with the Senator 
in congratulating Diageo on its investment in a new living quarter in the Liberties in Dublin 8�  
I had reason to be there last weekend and it is a development that will add to the vibrancy that 
is emerging in that area�  It is an old part of Dublin that we all want to see restored to its former 
glory�  

Senator Lombard referenced the issue of the Cork city and county local government struc-
ture�  I join with him in hoping that there will be a conclusion to the matter�  It is of the utmost 
importance to the people of Cork that this matter is brought to a successful conclusion sooner 
rather than later�  Irrespective of one’s viewpoints regarding the proposed structure, what is 
needed now for the people and structure of local government in Cork is a resolution that can be 
implemented so that we can have jobs, houses and services for people in whatever local author-
ity in which they reside�  I hope that whatever internal arguments, dissensions or disputes exist 
can be resolved quickly�  

I have answered Senator Murnane O’Connor’s contribution�  In response to Senator Mul-
herin, I would be happy to invite the Minister of State, Deputy Moran, to come to the House 
to discuss flood defences because the Senator has referenced Ballina and Crossmolina on more 
than one occasion in the House�  We have seen the CFRAM study but it needs to be imple-
mented so that we can allay the fears of people in Crossmolina and Ballina�  

Senator Boyhan raised national rehabilitation services and I am very happy to have that 
debate.  I have submitted the request to the Minister’s office and I hope it will happen in the 
coming weeks�  Senator Butler raised the issue of Brexit�  As we know, there was another round 
of negotiations on Monday following on from Prime Minister May’s speech in Florence and her 
speech at the Conservative Party conference�  The Government position has been quite clear�  
In regard to our position, the European Union has made its position quite clear�  The talks are 
continuing and I would be happy to have discussions again here in regard to Brexit�

Senator Ó Clochartaigh made reference to the issue of Catalonia�  I have not seen the events 
in the Catalan Parliament today�  All of us are concerned about what has happened in Catalonia�  
There are two sides�  We saw the equally strong protest on Monday of the “Remain” side, if I 
can use that word�  The Taoiseach has made the Government’s position clear, that it is a matter 
entirely for the Spanish people�  That is a view with which the Senator may disagree�  That is 
fair enough�  We are still in a democracy and I respect the Senator’s right�

10/10/2017Q00200Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: It has moved on from there, in fairness�  International 
mediation is needed�  That was the point I was making�

10/10/2017Q00300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I respect Senator Ó Clochartaigh’s right to have a view on that�  
The Taoiseach will make his views and those of the Government known at the EU Heads of 
State meeting�  It is important that we allow the Spanish people to decide for themselves what 
they want to do�  The referendum was deemed illegal by the courts, as Senator Ó Clochartaigh 
will be aware�  However, there are two sides to the debate and I am not going to-----

10/10/2017Q00400Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: That has not been adjudicated on yet�

10/10/2017Q00500Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I am not going to get into an argument here in the House because 
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there is some way to go in the debate on that issue�  However, it is important the concerns of the 
Irish Government in terms of policing and what happened on the day of polling are expressed�  
We were all concerned by that�

Equally, Senator Ó Clochartaigh will be happy to welcome the increase of €2�5 million in 
the allocation to the Irish language in the budget today�

10/10/2017Q00600Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: Not nearly enough�

10/10/2017Q00700Senator  Jerry Buttimer: It will be provided in 2018-----

10/10/2017Q00800Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: It is far below what we need�

10/10/2017Q00900Senator  Jerry Buttimer: -----with additional funding for the language and the planning 
process, including in respect of Údarás na Gaeltachta.  As the Minister stated in his speech, our 
language is a vital part of our country�  Senator Ó Clochartaigh does not like to hear good news 
but there is good news in the budget for the Irish language�

10/10/2017Q01000Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: No�  It does not go far enough�  It is nowhere near what 
Conradh na Gaeilge asked for�

10/10/2017Q01100An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Senators can comment further on that in the next item�

10/10/2017Q01200Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I would be happy to have a debate on the diaspora�  We have not 
had a debate for a while and it is an important one to have�

10/10/2017Q01300Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: Gabhaim buíochas leis an gCeannaire.

10/10/2017Q01400Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Senator Colm Burke raised the issue of the gardaí.  We all wel-
come the 800 extra gardaí.  The Senator also made reference to an important issue in his contri-
bution, namely, the inordinate delay experienced by the victims of crime�  Those dealing with 
injuries are having to endure a five-year delay.  I would be happy to have the Minister come to 
the House.  Senator Colm Burke raises the point that it is unacceptable to see five-year delays.

Senator Warfield made reference to the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
and the issue of the arts�  Additional funding has been provided to the Arts Council, the Irish 
Film Board, Culture Ireland, the national cultural institutions and the Creative children initia-
tive which has captured the public imagination�  I am not aware that the Minister is not having 
a press conference - I am not a party to that - but there has been a strong commitment by the 
Minister, her Department and the Government to signal the legacy of the 2016 programme 
which puts creativity at the centre of public policy�  I would be happy to have a debate on the 
arts in the coming weeks�

I note Senator Paddy Burke’s contribution on an iar-Thaoiseach, Liam Cosgrave, and the 
other contributions�

I apologise for straying into the issue of the budget but many of the contributions were on 
the budget�

10/10/2017Q01500An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Leader did not disappoint me�  I guessed he would but not 
to worry�

Order of Business agreed to�
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10/10/2017Q01700An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Before I come to No� 1, I wish to be associated with the kind 
words of tribute to our late Taoiseach and leader, Liam Cosgrave�  The Senators were accurate�  
They were all well made, well meant and richly deserved�  He was truly a great Irishman and a 
thorough gentleman.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

10/10/2017Q01800Sectoral Employment Order (Construction Sector) 2017: Motion

10/10/2017Q01900Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I move:

  That Seanad Éireann approves the following Order in draft:

Sectoral Employment Order (Construction Sector) 2017,

copies of which Order in draft were laid before Seanad Éireann on 22nd August, 2017�

Question put and agreed to�

10/10/2017R00100Budget 2018: Statements

10/10/2017R00200Acting Chairman (Senator Gerry Horkan): I welcome the Minister of State�  We are 
dealing with No� 2 on the Order Paper, statements on budget 2018�  The Minister of State will 
speak first and then group spokespersons have eight minutes.  All other Senators have five 
minutes�  The Minister of State must be allowed at least six minutes to reply so, if the debate is 
continuing, he will be called at 6�44 p�m�, or earlier, if other speakers have concluded�  State-
ments must conclude by 6�50 p�m�

10/10/2017R00300Minister of State at the Department of Finance  (Deputy  Michael D’Arcy): It is a plea-
sure to be here this afternoon�  I will be as brief and concise as I can because I know Senators 
want an opportunity to have their say�  I apologise if I am too concise�  I will try to strike a bal-
ance�  I am more eager to have an opportunity to hear what Senators have to say, and hear their 
views and thoughts and take the opportunity at the end to respond�  The overriding objectives 
of the budget are to safeguard our national finances and help to rebalance our economy, provide 
for steady and sustained improvement in people’s lives and make sensible and long-term invest-
ments to benefit us now and in the future.

The budget is framed in the context of a number of existing and forthcoming challenges but 
also looks to create opportunities.  The budget is also framed to comply with the confidence and 
supply agreement between the Government and the main Opposition party, Fianna Fáil, and it 
is appropriate to acknowledge its contribution�

As Senators are familiar with the detail of what has been announced by the Minister for 
Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform in the Dáil.  I will focus on the key themes of the 
budget, namely, rewarding work, supporting housing, improving services, particularly health 
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and education, increasing investment and Brexit�  I will also address recent developments in 
international financial services and the cost of insurance.

The economy continues to perform well, with real growth at 4�3% expected for this year and 
3�5% for 2018�  This is perhaps most evident in the labour market�  Employment has increased 
in each of the past 19 quarters and this has been well balanced across the sectors and regions�  
Employment at more than 2 million is at its highest level since 2008�  Unemployment currently 
stands at 6.1% and is expected to average at 5.7% next year, which is a significant improvement 
since a peak of more than 15% in early 2012�  At these unemployment levels we are close to 
what is considered full employment in Ireland�

The budget delivers the Government’s long-standing target of balancing the books in struc-
tural terms next year by reaching the medium-term budgetary objective, better known as the 
MTO�  Adhering to our budgets and ensuring continued growth will achieve a reduced debt 
ratio and will build upon the resilience of the economy and public finances.  The rainy day 
fund, for which further details were announced today, represents a further important element in 
this strategy�  It is also important to note the nation is still heavily in debt, as a nation and as a 
people�  We are at 106% gross national income, and with regard to personal indebtedness of the 
people of the country, we are one of the most highly indebted nations in the world�

The Government is firmly committed to ensuring work is rewarded.  The point at which 
an income earner attracts a higher rate of income tax is being increased next year by €750 per 
annum, raising the entry point for single earners to €34,550�  This represents further progress 
towards ensuring people on average wages do not pay the higher rate of income tax�  Changes 
have also been announced to the USC, with targeted reductions in the rates but no narrowing of 
the base�  The lowest rate is reduced by 0�5% to 2% from 2�5%, and the ceiling has been raised 
to ensure full-time employees on the national minimum wage do not pay the upper rate of USC�  
The reduction in the 5% rate to 4�75% will reduce the top marginal rate of tax on incomes up 
to €70,444 to 48�75%�

There are also a number of initiatives to assist small and medium enterprises to deal with in-
ternational challenges�  The earned income credit is being increased by a further €200 to €1,150 

per year from 2018.  This will benefit more than 147,000 self-employed indi-
viduals, generating economic activity throughout the country�  In addition, the 
key employee engagement programme, KEEP, has been introduced to help 
small and medium enterprises attract and retain key employees in a competi-
tive international labour market by providing for advantageous tax treatment 

on share options�

The home carer credit has been increased by €100 this year to €1,200 per year, assisting 
more than 80,000 families where one spouse works primarily in the home to care for children 
or other dependents�  A working group is being established to plan over the coming year the 
process of amalgamating USC and PRSI over the medium term�

The area of corporation tax has had substantial reforms in recent years and Ireland has 
played its part�

Ireland offers a stable and competitive corporation tax system which is recognised interna-
tionally as one of the most transparent in the world�  We are very clear that the 12�5% tax rate 
is and will remain a core part of our offering�  Members will be aware that the Seamus Coffey 

5 o’clock
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report, published by the Minister for Finance last month, set out a roadmap for a number of 
reforms�  One of the recommendations made in the report, relating to capital and interest al-
lowances for intangible assets, better known as intellectual property, is being introduced with 
effect from midnight�  The Minister has announced a consultation process as part of updating 
the international tax strategy�

  The budget outlines a number of important developments for investment, with the alloca-
tion in 2018 being increased by €790 million�  Total capital expenditure will more than double 
between 2015 and 2021, from €3�7 billion to €7�8 billion�  That will make Ireland’s public 
investment levels among the highest in the European Union and enable critical bottlenecks to 
be addressed�  Taking a longer term view, the publication of the national investment plan and 
the national planning framework later this year will allow us to identify where we should target 
resources and capacity to support sustainable growth�

  The Government’s continued prioritisation of housing is clearly evident in the budget�  The 
allocation of €1�83 billion for housing in 2018 will support the continued implementation of the 
Rebuilding Ireland action plan and the new initiatives and targets arising from the review of the 
plan�  The increase of €149 million in the allocation for the housing assistance payment, HAP, 
scheme will enable 17,000 additional households to be supported and accommodated in 2018�  
Increased funding for homelessness services will support the provision of emergency accom-
modation and other supports for those who need them�  Additional funding of €500 million is 
being provided for the direct building of an additional 3,000 social housing units to reach the 
Rebuilding Ireland target of 50,000 units by 2021�  It is expected that 3,800 new social hous-
ing units will be delivered by local authorities and approved housing bodies next year�  Further 
measures have been announced to support an increase in the supply of housing in the coming 
years�  They include making up to €750 million of the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, ISIF, 
available for commercial investment in housing finance, changes to stamp duty on commercial 
property, the vacant site levy and the new deduction for pre-letting expenses�

  It is clear that Brexit is one of the most significant challenges we face.  It will bring with 
it permanent changes in our trade patterns�  As it represents a structural change, it is important 
that we respond appropriately�  The Minister for Finance has announced a Brexit loan scheme to 
assist small and medium businesses to undertake the innovation and sourcing of new European 
and international markets that will be needed in response to Brexit�  The loan scheme, devel-
oped in conjunction with the Tánaiste and Minister for Business Enterprise and Innovation and 
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, will provide up to €300 million at a competi-
tive rate for SMEs, including food businesses which are uniquely exposed to the UK market, to 
help them with their short-term working capital needs�  In addition, the budget for the Depart-
ment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation will enable the recruitment of a further 40 staff 
across the Department and enterprise agencies to bolster our ability to proactively respond to 
the challenges and opportunities arising from Brexit�  The retention of the 9% VAT rate for the 
hospitality sector will help to mitigate the impact of Brexit on the tourism and hospitality sector, 
particularly outside Dublin�  The cost of the tax forgone is €490 million in a full calendar year�

  An effective health service is essential to our well-being�  The budget provides additional 
funding of €685 million for the sector, an increase of 5%�  Health funding is now at record lev-
els�  It will support the recruitment of some 1,800 additional front-line staff�  It will also provide 
for an increased allocation for the access plan which will ensure patients will be able to avail of 
the medical care they need in the most appropriate setting for them�  As part of the access plan, 
funding for the National Treatment Purchase Fund has almost trebled, to €55 million in 2018�  
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Prescription charges for medical cardholders will be reduced�  Additional funding is provided 
for primary care services�  An increased capital allocation will permit investment in critical 
health infrastructure, including the national children’s hospital and a range of primary and com-
munity care schemes�  With the level of resources being provided, a focus on value for money 
in the health sector is essential�  Health policy is being supported by increased taxes on tobacco 
and sunbeds and the introduction of the sugar tax�

  Education is an important foundation for society and the economy�  The increased alloca-
tion in budget 2018 will provide for additional teaching posts, reduce the primary pupil-teacher 
ratio and increase the number of special needs assistants�  In addition, the national training fund 
levy is being increased to provide additional funding for the further education sector next year�  
Additional capital will address the infrastructure needs of the higher and further education sec-
tors.  It is important to highlight that for the first time the further training sector will have a 
capital programme which is going from zero to €53 million�

  The Government’s commitment to dealing with crime is evident in the provision of ad-
ditional resources for the recruitment of an additional 800 gardaí and 500 civilian staff dur-
ing 2018�  However, the increased spending is contingent on a commitment to drive reform 
throughout the organisation�

  Fairness is important at all times, particularly for more vulnerable members of society�  
All weekly social welfare payments, including disability allowance, carer’s allowance, job-
seeker’s allowance and benefit and the State pension, are to be increased by €5 per week from 
26 March 2018�  Measures have also been announced to facilitate working families in receipt 
of the one-parent family payment, jobseeker’s transitional benefit, family income supplement 
and the qualifying child payment�

  The budget introduces a broad range of measures, on some of which I have touched�  
However, significant increases have been announced in the areas of child care, child protection 
and tackling crime, with measures for the arts, in respect of climate change, agriculture, food 
production and rural development, all of which will lead to real progress�  

  How am I for time, a Leas-Chathaoirligh?

10/10/2017T00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: The Minister of State is all right for time�

10/10/2017T00300Senator  Máire Devine: We have all night�

10/10/2017T00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: We are not curtailing the Minister of State�

10/10/2017T00500Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Ireland has a strong track record in winning foreign direct in-
vestment.  One of the key pillars of this success has been the growth of international financial 
services in recent decades.  There are now 90,000 people working in the financial services 
sector.  The Government is fully aware of how competitive the global financial services envi-
ronment is and launched the international financial services strategy 2020, IFS2020, in March 
2015.  The strategy aims to grow the numbers employed in the sector by 30% net in the five-
year period to 2020 and I am pleased to say we are on track�  By the end of 2016, there had been 
13% growth in employment from 2015�  Around 40,000 are now employed directly across 400 
indigenous and multinational firms, with a further 50,000 employed indirectly, giving a total of 
90,000�  The industry is now nationwide, with 30% of jobs outside Dublin in counties such as 
Donegal, Galway, Limerick, Cork, Kerry, Louth, Kilkenny and Wexford�  As part of my role 
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as Minister of State at the Department of Finance with responsibility for financial services and 
insurance, I have undertaken a number of regional outreach visits and witnessed at first hand 
the attractiveness of the regions for financial services.  Ireland will continue to compete for 
investments in the international financial services sector.  A number of firms have already an-
nounced the creation or expansion of operations here�  Ireland is a fully committed member of 
the European Union and we will be the only English-speaking nation and this will be the only 
common law jurisdiction in the Union after the United Kingdom’s exit�

The recent surge in non-life premiums, in particular on the motor side, has had a significant 
impact on society as a whole as many struggle to afford insurance which is, after all, an essen-
tial requirement for day-to-day living�  While average motor insurance premiums have begun 
to stabilise this year, prices increased by almost 70% from 2011 to their peak in July 2016�  It is 
against this backdrop that the cost of insurance working group was established by the Minister 
of Finance last year�  It resulted in the publication of the report on the cost of insurance�  The 
recommendations include the establishment of a national claims information database and a 
personal injuries commission�  Since publication of the report, the responsible bodies have been 
implementing the actions assigned to them in the detailed action plan�  The second phase of the 
working group which I chair involves considering the impact of the cost of employer’s and pub-
lic liability insurance on the competitiveness of certain business sectors�  Given the complexity 
of the issues involved in the area, it is expected that a final report will be published during the 
autumn to winter term, rather than at the end of September as originally envisaged�

While the overall fiscal and economic backdrop is positive, nevertheless we face challenges, 
both domestically and internationally�  The Government is addressing these challenges within 
the available resources, domestically in regard to housing, continued improvements in services, 
notably in health and education, rewarding work and making the investment necessary to sup-
port a growing economy�

On the international challenges, additional resources are provided to address Brexit and to 
increase our footprint on the broader global stage�  We are also addressing our infrastructure 
requirements through the capital programme�

We must look to opportunities, and I have outlined our approach in regard to financial ser-
vices�  I have also outlined the continuing progress in reducing insurance costs, which affect 
both households and businesses�

This budget has increased the amount of resources available and has continued the pattern 
of making steady incremental progress on a broad range of issues�  It will bring about improve-
ments in our services and in terms of opportunities in our country�  I commend today’s budget 
to the Seanad�

10/10/2017U00200An Leas-Chathaoirleach: I call Senator Gerry Horkan�  The Senator has eight minutes�

10/10/2017U00300Senator  Gerry Horkan: I appreciate that my party in the Dáil had an hour and I have eight 
minutes, so I will do a brief summary of most of the points I want to address�  I thank the Min-
ister of State and welcome him on what I believe is his first time in this Chamber.  It is certainly 
his first time in this Chamber as a Minister of State addressing a budget speech.

10/10/2017U00400An Leas-Chathaoirleach: Is the Senator pleading for injury time?

10/10/2017U00500Senator  Gerry Horkan: I am not, no�  When and if I am in the Chair, I will give every-
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one an opportunity�  The Order of Business is the Order of Business, so eight minutes is eight 
minutes�

I welcome the opportunity to speak on the budget�  This is not like any normal budget be-
cause even though Fianna Fáil as a party is in opposition, we entered a confidence and supply 
agreement, a unique arrangement that had never been done before in this country, in May 2016 
after the last general election�  This agreement requires us to abstain from the vote on the bud-
get provided our core priorities, which are published and are available and about which there is 
nothing secret, are implemented�

As a result of our party’s influence, last year’s budget was the first progressive one in six 
years, a point that Deputy Michael McGrath acknowledged, as did the Taoiseach, Deputy Leo 
Varadkar, when he was a Minister.  Fianna Fáil has again used its influence to leave its print on 
this budget, and it is a better budget for Fianna Fáil being involved in its production.

We have worked to emphasise investment in services in housing, health, mental health par-
ticularly, education at all levels, child care and in improving the social and capital condition of 
communities, while all the time focusing tax reductions on low and middle-income earners in 
particular�

The minimum two to one split of services to tax cuts has been the hallmark of our policy 
and has fundamentally set the parameters of this budget�  The more right wing, US-style ap-
proach that Fine Gael had used in the past was rejected by the electorate in 2016, and Fianna 
Fáil, through our confidence and supply agreement, has ensured that in its place an emphasis on 
fairness and building of our public services and communities has taken priority�

Our party welcomes the fact that in overall terms the economy is doing well�  GDP growth 
was 5�2% in 2016�  It will ease to approximately 4�3% this year, and the forecast is that it will be 
approximately 3�5% next year, which is still healthy�  Growth of 3% to 4% per annum is where 
we need to keep it�  I remember being told in school that if we grew by 0�5%, we would be do-
ing well�  It is a very healthy position to be in, but it needs to be at a sustainable level and we 
must avoid a situation where huge pressures build up in the economy, particularly approaching 
full employment, which puts other pressures on us in that it is difficult to find the number of 
employees needed, particularly for areas like construction in terms of housing and so on�

For those reasons, even though Ireland is not obliged to reach its medium term fiscal objec-
tive in 2018, we believe the Government is right to seek to do so�  Beyond 2018, we believe 
that establishing a rainy day fund is the right thing to do�  It is a fund we can draw on when our 
economic conditions are less favourable�  Such a fund is a sensible part of budgetary policy and 
would be a sure sign that we have matured and learned lessons from the past�

In the last election, Fianna Fáil was the only party that campaigned to retain mortgage inter-
est relief to 2020�  Both Fine Gael and Sinn Féin said it should be abolished in one go�  Fianna 
Fáil fought for the extension because of what it would mean to nearly 430,000 people.  These 
people and families bought houses when property prices were at a peak�  They have suffered 
worst from negative equity whereby the mortgage exceeds the value of the house�  Last year 
we secured agreement that mortgage interest relief would be retained until 2020 and phased out 
over the next three years as opposed to ending it overnight, and the details have been confirmed 
in the budget.  In simple terms, in 2018, mortgage holders who benefit from the tax relief at 
source will keep 75% of the benefit they had in 2017, 50% in 2019 and 25% in 2020.  Again, 
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that is one of the many Fianna Fáil stamps on this overall budget.  At a time when more than 
50,000 families are in serious mortgage arrears of over 90 days, it was essential that we would 
keep this relief going for the next three years�  That would not have been possible without us 
fighting for it in the confidence and supply agreement.

As the Minister outlined, however, we need to aggressively tackle the high cost that indi-
viduals and families in our society face, whether it be high mortgage rates in terms of inter-
est rates, motor insurance premiums, which the Minister discussed, the cost of energy, waste 
collection, rent or health insurance�  The Minister is now involved with the working group on 
motor insurance but as he is aware, the joint committee produced a very good, thorough report 
with many recommendations, which are also being implemented�  I commend all the members, 
including the Minister when he attended the committee, on the production of that report�  It is 
welcome that motor insurance costs appear to be stabilising, but they are still very high and it 
is hoped they will reduce to a sustainable level into the future�

As a party, we have placed a major emphasis on the cost of mortgages and the cost of in-
surance.  Motor insurance continues to be a major issue and while the figures have stabilised, 
individual motorists are still seeing very significant increases.  We will continue to hold the 
Government to account on the implementation of the recommendations of both the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group and those in the joint committee’s report�

Not only is today budget day; it is also World Homeless Day�  That should serve as a stark 
reminder that the housing crisis is the most serious issue facing this country�  There are over 
130,000 households on the social housing waiting list�  Many have been on the list for many 
years�  The country is experiencing the highest rent costs on record�  They are higher than at any 
previous point in time, including the boom, while house prices are rapidly growing beyond the 
reach of many ordinary working people�

The homelessness scandal is a scar on our cities and towns, with some 8,000 people in emer-
gency accommodation and over 3,000 of those being children�  The dream of owning a home is 
fast becoming more and more distant to more and more people, including many of those with 
good jobs.  In spite of growing employment figures, young workers believe they are further 
away than ever from owning their own home�

It is time to get local authorities building again�  Success will not be counted purely in 
numbers�  It will be counted in terms of the bricks and mortar, the estates that are built, the de-
velopments, apartment blocks and so on across the country but, as we would all acknowledge, 
particularly in the major urban centres�  

Currently, we have 680,000 people on hospital waiting lists�  We need both extra resources 
and managerial and human resources policy changes to bring our health services up to scratch 
for 21st century Ireland�  It is acknowledged that we are spending a lot of money, but we are not 
seeing as much of a return as I would like to see for that money�

For working families and those with long-term and chronic conditions, the reduction in the 
drugs payment scheme threshold is welcome�  The reduction in prescription charges is also wel-
come in terms of alleviating daily and weekly health costs�  Boosting personal assistance and 
disability services is crucial to giving people with a disability a genuine pathway to inclusion�  
That will be the subject of post-budget engagement on our part and we will aim to ensure that 
this year’s Health Service Executive, HSE, service plan will reflect our priorities in that area.  
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We are also putting the HSE on notice of our intention to see substantial improvements in home 
help hours and home care packages in its 2018 service plan�

This is the second budget produced under the confidence and supply arrangement.  I am sure 
many people thought we would not get this far but, as a party, we are determined that we will 
fulfil our part of the bargain in terms of three guaranteed budgets with a review at that point, 
subject to our priorities being included�  It is by no means perfect, but it is stronger, fairer and 
more ambitious for Ireland than it would have been without Fianna Fáil’s input.  Our sole focus 
at all times has been to secure progress on measures contained in the confidence and supply 
agreement, not for our own benefit or for the sake of it, but in the interests of the people we 
represent�

In terms of social welfare, child care, education, the pupil-teacher ratio, guidance counsel-
lors, investment in infrastructure, the new technology-based firms, NTBFs, coming back last 
year and a further investment this year, motor insurance and housing, they are all very impor-
tant�  However, as the Minister pointed out and as the former Minister, Deputy Michael Noon-
an, stated in his last contribution in our former Chamber, as a country we are the second most 
indebted in the world per head of population after Japan�  In that context, and in the context of 
Brexit, we need to be aware of the challenges we face but it is a better budget as a result of our 
party’s involvement�  I thank the Minister of State for being here and listening to us�

10/10/2017U00600Senator  Victor Boyhan: I welcome the Minister of State, Deputy D’Arcy, to the House�  
It is a complex budget so I do not intend to go into much of the detail, but I thank the Minis-
ter of State for giving us a brief run through the Schedule�  The Minister for Finance, Deputy 
Donohoe, has delivered his first and this Government’s second budget.  That is a remarkable 
milestone�  I note what Senator Horkan had to say on the issue of a third budget�  I do not know 
if that is Senator Horkan’s take or that is Fianna Fáil.  We are now two budgets down and there 
is a third to which Fianna Fáil is committed to supporting.  We can have a great debate about 
Fianna Fáil abstaining or supporting but ultimately by abstaining, it is supporting the budget.  
Fianna Fáil will be supporting the budget, subject to the conditions agreed and formalised in the 
confidence and supply agreement.  

Today the Minister for Finance has signalled the Government’s intention to create stabil-
ity and a degree of certainty by balancing the books, investing in infrastructure and support-
ing families and businesses.  That has to be acknowledged, given the difficult financial space.  
Reference was made to Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s action plan for housing which 
addresses one of most pressing needs in terms of infrastructure for our people and our country�  
The Government has set down major and ambitious targets in its housing plan�  In that context, I 
welcome today’s announcement of an increase in funding for local authorities for the construc-
tion of new social and affordable housing�  That is the correct course because the local authori-
ties, all 31 of them, are capable of delivering once they are given the necessary resources�

With rents now beyond Celtic tiger highs and homelessness on the rise, housing remains the 
most challenging issue facing this country and everyone acknowledges that fact�  That was also 
dealt with today�  I welcome today’s announcement of support for housing construction�  The 
Government now needs to engage with the 31 local authorities and enter the housing delivery 
market in an aggressive way to address the real shortcomings in terms of housing, with the em-
phasis on building social and affordable housing�  That is really important�  It is disappointing 
that the details of a new national affordable housing scheme, which the Minister for Housing, 
Planning and Local Government has been promising for months, were not outlined today�  I 
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hope the Minister will announce that in the coming days�  What is the national scheme?  We had 
one last year but there has been no replacement�  The Minister made a commitment to roll out 
a national affordable housing scheme across the country�  

I am somewhat surprised at the stamp duty of 6% on commercial premises because it does 
not clearly differentiate between large commercial properties - which I understand the Govern-
ment is trying to target and which is a good idea - and small premises like shops�  Why should 
a small shop in an urban town like Gorey, for instance, incur stamp duty of 6% from midnight 
tonight?  What about the policy in Rebuilding Ireland that talks about addressing these derelict 
shops in our towns and villages?  There is no differentiation made between a small, broken 
down shop on the high street and a large commercial premises�  The Government needs to re-
consider that�  There are small shops that potentially could be done up, sold on or turned into 
housing, subject to planning permission but the Government has missed the boat�  I urge the 
Government to review the measure, if not now, then next year�  

I want to raise the important issue of the local property tax�  There was an expectation that 
the Government would address this issue in the budget but it did not do so�  I listened to the 
Taoiseach talking about getting up early in the morning�  I like to get up early in the morning�  
Everyone wants to get up early in the morning and wants to work but they want to be rewarded 
for that work�  It is a pity we did not hear more about the Government’s intentions with regard 
to the property tax�  

We now know that there will be a merger of USC and PRSI in the long term�  The reality is 
that people earning €13,100 are paying USC�  Do Members know what €13,100 amounts to?  It 
is €251 per week�  That is crazy and is something that should be addressed going forward�  Why 
are people in that bracket paying USC?  I would suggest that nobody earning less than €26,000 
should be paying USC�  Why should they be?  They are struggling to live on that sum�

Why are people who are working hard and who are paying for private health insurance 
being levied by the Government?  We have seen in previous budgets that the Government has 
addressed this issue in terms of the levy�  There are people paying between €300 and €400 for 
private health insurance�  They do not necessarily want it but they have got to have it because 
when they are sick, they want to get a bed in a hospital and they want to get treated�  People 
are now having to pay for private health insurance�  I accept that it is a luxury to have private 
health insurance but the Government is sending out the wrong message in penalising people by 
imposing a levy on their private health insurance�  

I welcome this budget�  It is easy for me to say that, although I am not a member of the Gov-
ernment�  I believe the Government has tried hard�  However, I would suggest to the leader of 
Fine Gael, who spoke about people getting up early in the morning to work, that those people 
need to be incentivised to work.  They do not want to be penalised.  “Profit” and “hard work” 
are good words in my political vocabulary�  They are important messages and they need to be 
taken on board�

10/10/2017V00200Senator  Paddy Burke: I welcome the Minister of State, Deputy Michael D’Arcy, to the 
House� I wish him and his colleagues, the Minister for Finance, Deputy Donohoe, and the Min-
ister of State at the Department of Finance, Deputy Patrick O’Donovan, well with the budget�  
Of course, Deputies Donohoe and D’Arcy are former distinguished Members of this House�  
Deputy O’Donovan tried his best to get into this House but did not succeed�  I wish them all 
well with the budget�
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I have listened to many budget speeches in the House over the years and believe this is the 
best one that I have heard delivered by a Minister for Finance in all of my time here�  There is 
something for everybody in this budget�  We have had budgets for hard times and when one 
considers where we have come from as a nation since 2011, then one must acknowledge that 
this is a great budget�  As far as I recall, we had two budgets in 2011 and nobody would have 
believed then that we would be in such a healthy position at this stage.  For the first time since 
former Deputy Charlie McCreevy was Minister for Finance, we are going to balance the books�  
That sends out a great message to people who want to invest in this country at this particular 
time, especially in the context of what may happen as a result of Brexit�

The main provisions of the budget were outlined by the Minister earlier�  He referred to real 
growth of 4�3% this year�  Next year growth is expected to be in the region of 3�5%, which is 
a major achievement�  The country is growing year on year�  In each of the last 19 quarters the 
economy has been growing and that growth has been spread across every region�  Employment 
is at its highest level since 2008, with over 2 million people at work in our economy�  I remem-
ber when there were only slightly more than 1 million people working in the Irish economy but 
that figure has now doubled.  All of those people are paying taxes and paying their way, which 
is of great benefit to the economy.  Indeed, it is the life and soul of the economy.  Increased 
employment means that the Government can deliver public services to the nation�

Unemployment, which currently stands at 6�1%, is expected to average 5�7% next year�  
This is a huge improvement on the 15% unemployment rate of 2012�  Great credit is due to 
this Government and its predecessor for the way in which they worked to bring the level of 
unemployment from 15% down to 6�1%�  Next year, unemployment is expected to fall to 5�7%, 
which is a major achievement for the country and the economy�

The Minister for Finance said that this budget delivers the Government’s long-standing 
target of balancing the books, in structural terms, next year�  The achievement of this MTO, or 
medium term budgetary objective, sends out a great message to potential investors�  There has 
been much debate about the so-called rainy day fund�  We previously had the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund, NPRF, which we were able to use to plug holes after the crash in 2010�  Some 
now argue that we would be better off investing the money, given that interest rates are so low�    
We could have an endless debate about the rainy day fund, but on balance we are certainly bet-
ter with a rainy day fund than without one if something happens.  It can be of great benefit to 
a nation to be able to say it has money in abeyance�  The old people used to say one time that 
they would put money by, and they always had a few pounds�  We saw this in many family busi-
nesses, where people had a few pounds and it was the lifesaving of their business over the very 
difficult years they went through.

There are many good things in the budget, including the €5 increase in the weekly social 
welfare payment, which will be very helpful to all the people who are on social welfare, includ-
ing those drawing pensions.  It will be of great benefit to low-income households in the country.

The Minister of State has outlined many issues�  There will be an additional 3,000 new build 
social houses by 2021 and, as we know, the housing situation in the country is in dire straits�  
To be fair to the Government, it has got to grips with the housing crisis now�  We see at the mo-
ment that housing builds are back to levels we have not seen for quite a number of years�  This 
is a sector in society that is badly needed because many people are involved in building houses, 
including solicitors, accountants, auctioneers and banks, and it is an entire sector of our society 
that has not been working for many years�  The crash happened because of too much money 
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coming in through this area and what might happen if we did not have the sector was not bud-
geted for properly  Society needs this area to be working actively, not alone to provide badly 
needed houses for families but also to keep many arms of society going�  It is an area that has 
not been working since 2011, and we have seen many people in the sector unemployed, such as 
auctioneers and solicitors�  They also suffered greatly�

I have noticed the Sinn Féin policy and its so-called balanced budget�  Most of the money 
it was going to raise was through increasing VAT from 9% to 13�5%�  I am very disappointed 
in my colleague from County Mayo, who wants to increase the burden on the small restaurant 
and bar person and hotels in the county�  They have struggled during all of those years�  They 
are great employers�  Tourism is a huge area, and includes hotels and small restaurants�  They 
employ people part-time and full-time�  They have struggled during the recession�  Many fam-
ily businesses barely hung on, and were it not for their rainy day fund they certainly would not 
have held on�  To think Sinn Féin wants to crucify them by increasing VAT from 9% to 13�5%�  
In my view it is criminal because they have been the life and soul of many towns throughout 
the country, with their small restaurants and hotels, and they have provided huge resources to 
local communities and provided facilities for the tourism industry to attract tourists into places 
throughout the country such as Mayo�

10/10/2017W00200Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): We now have another Mayo-based Senator, 
Senator Conway-Walsh�

10/10/2017W00300Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: Deputy Paddy Burke started it�

10/10/2017W00400Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): You do not have to continue it�

10/10/2017W00500Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Leave me out of it�

10/10/2017W00600Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: I need to put Senator Paddy Burke straight�  I welcome the 
Minister of State to the House and I hope he is in better form than his colleague, the Minister of 
State, Deputy O’Donovan, when he appeared before us a couple of weeks ago�

I need to address what Senator Paddy Burke said regarding VAT on hotel beds�  We need 
to be very clear about this because it is important to get accurate information�  Certainly we 
would abolish the 9% VAT rate on hotel beds only and not on restaurants or bars�  The reason 
we would do this is we all know massive price gouging goes on, in Dublin in particular, on hotel 
rooms�  There is not a hotel bed to be got in the place and the prices escalate and escalate�  We 
ask whether the €190 million would not be better used to invest in housing and perhaps in the 
children who must go to school from hotels and go home to whatever hotel their parents stay 
in that night, that is if they are lucky enough to have a bed�  Part of this €190 million is given 
to people who are price gouging and who are multimillionaires�  I will make no apologies for 
that whatsoever�

10/10/2017W00700Senator  Máire Devine: Hear, hear�

10/10/2017W00800Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: In terms of hotels in rural Ireland, I absolutely agree, which 
is why other measures need to be put in place, such as the recalculation of the rates and a re-
examination of the charges put on hotel owners in rural Ireland who do not have the footfall 
there is in urban areas�

Today’s budget is a missed opportunity, and this has not happened by accident or through 
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lack of foresight.  I want to press the point the budget is well thought out and has a definite 
ideology behind it�  It is an ideology that dictates that as soon as the economy begins to recover 
those who can afford to give an little in order to help raise the living standards of those who 
have suffered the most remain the protected species�  I say this because €662 million could have 
been raised if we were to ask those earning more than €100,000 to pay an extra 7 cent in each 
euro they earn�  This would only affect 3% of earners, as 97% of earners under the Sinn Féin 
alternative budget would not be affected in any way by it�  The sum of €662 million could go an 
awfully long way towards addressing many of the infrastructural deficits Senator Paddy Burke 
and others, who are familiar with Mayo and the rest of Ireland, know could really do with it, 
whether it be broadband, roads, sewerage or many other areas where the money is desperately 
needed�

We talk about unemployment, and I do not want to talk about my colleague, Senator Paddy 
Burke, all the time, but he has given rise to a few issues that are important to address�  With re-
gard to the congratulations on reducing the unemployment rate, which is at 5% or 6%, he abso-
lutely must know there are areas of Mayo and rural Ireland with unemployment figures of above 
30%�  I live in one of the areas myself�  This is even with the huge and savage emigration that 
has happened�  Emigration has been the solution to much of the unemployment in rural Ireland�  
To be working off the premise we are in a situation with full employment is deeply worrying�

With regard to the rainy day fund, we have all these infrastructural deficits and serious 
problems in health, with almost 700,000 people waiting for treatment and hundreds of people 
on trolleys and everything else in terms of people being able to access treatment�  We also have 
many people who are homeless and who are about to be made homeless�  Surely it is a rainy 
day for them�  The money in the rainy day fund, I believe, should be used to invest in vital in-
frastructure�  We know every single euro invested in this would mean a return of €4�

Now I will get to Fianna Fáil.  Earlier today, Fianna Fáil spoke of its achievements in miti-
gating some of the worst aspects of Fine Gael’s budget, and we should be so grateful that Fianna 
Fáil is here to save us.  It is very proud the cut in mortgage interest relief was only 25%, but I 
want it to explain to first-time buyers why this has happened at all.  Either Fianna Fáil has influ-
ence or it does not�  Either it has red line issues or it does not�  The tax cuts that were negotiated 
between Fianna Fáil and the Government behind the scenes are of no interest to those who are 
on hospital waiting lists or in emergency accommodation�  Those who earn more than €70,000 
will save €328 per annum whereas those on €20,000 will save a mere €53 a year, about one euro 
a week�  While €53 does not seem like a great deal of money, put together the tax cuts amount 
to €335 million�  That €335 million means a lot to those on the waiting list for operations or for 
those waiting for funding of essential medicines�  It certainly means a great deal to those who 
are waiting ten years or more on the social housing waiting list and those who are living in areas 
that are seriously restrained by chronically poor services, such as transport and broadband�  I 
want that figure of €335 million in tax cuts for the most well-off to be at the forefront of ev-
erybody’s mind every time they are told that the money is simply not there�  This goes to show 
where Fianna Fáil exerted the pressure and Fine Gael jumped in to protect the highest earners.

The headline figure announced today for health spending does not even cover the amount 
needed to allow the service to function and to stand still as it is�  Demographic pressure-----

10/10/2017X00200Acting Chairman (Senator Gerry Horkan): The Senator has one minute remaining�

10/10/2017X00300Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: That time went quickly�  I will have to save the rest for later 
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in the week when the other Ministers will be present�

Demographic pressure, public service pay and the carry-over mean that the service needs 
an additional €691 million per annum�  In this budget, the Government has set aside only €685 
million, leaving a shortfall of €6 million�  This fact has been put out today and it has not been 
disputed by the Ministers so far�

The 50 cent increase in excise on the packet of cigarettes is the right thing to do�  I would say 
that measure is cost neutral�  There is elasticity in an action that would cause people to change 
their behaviour�  The Government has factored that in as €64 million�  That certainly worries 
me�

10/10/2017X00500Senator  John Dolan: I welcome the Minister of State to the House�  I grew up listening to 
the late Liam Cosgrave as he was enunciated on “Hall’s Pictorial Weekly”�  It was not a bad way 
to get an interest in politics�  It was entertaining�  To his family, his political family and friends, 
I express the sympathy and condolences of the Civil Engagement group�

The Civil Engagement group, CEG, called for equality, transparency and sustainability in 
budget 2018�  We called not only for economic transparency but also transparency in social and 
environmental issues�  For a Government with a great capacity for communications, it is tell-
ing that those qualities do not jump off the pages, so to speak.  The CEG set out five principles 
for the budget�  We hoped it would deliver joined-up thinking for sustainable development�  I 
have already referred to the elements of that which come through the sustainable development 
goals that Ireland has signed up to, namely, prioritising investment in public services and social 
infrastructure, and addressing social, economic and gender inequality.  I might mention briefly 
that 70% of carers in this country are women�  There are issues for families, young people and 
elderly people�  We called for fairness in taxation�  We are a low tax take country at a time when 
we have major unmet needs across all sectors, be it disability, children and older people�  We 
need to meet our international standards and commitments�

The organisation, Family Carers Ireland, is very disappointed at the response to its call for 
investment in home care which seems to have fallen on deaf ears�  There is a lack of appropri-
ate home care, respite and other vital community supports as well as personal assistants for the 
disabled�  It is disappointed that thousands of family carers throughout the country who are in 
contact with its centres do not have enough home care support, which leaves them burned out 
and stressed, with their own health being put in jeopardy�  The provision of emergency respite 
care is a significant issue.  We heard Deputy Leo Varadkar speak on this matter on the night he 
was elected Taoiseach�  I know of adults with disabilities who are now acting as carers for their 
aged parents�  That is the position in 2017 as we move into 2018�

The HSE has supplied figures which show that more than 1,200 young people with disabili-
ties are in nursing homes because the services that are needed to allow them to remain in the 
community are not in place�  The Taoiseach is reported this morning as saying that the average 
family will be €500 to €600 better off�  Perhaps that is so, but what is the position of the average 
family where one of its members has a disability?  Another 60,000 to 80,000 families who are 
not dealing with the issue of disability today will join the families already dealing with disabil-
ity�  That family would happily give up their €500 to €600 if they knew they had access to the 
services, supports and information they need in a timely fashion�

The Budget Statement did not reference the United Nations convention, yet the convention 
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was strongly and repeatedly referenced by the Taoiseach since his election�  In other words, we 
have been marched up a hill, like the grand old Duke of York, only to be marched back down 
again.  We have had four months of talks about the ratification of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and today we have a damp squib�  I acknowledge that there 
have been improvements in the past year for people with disabilities, and today a number of 
measures that have been set out are all right�

My bitter disappointment is that this Budget Statement could have been a game changer�  It 
could have set the plan and given hope for the emancipation of people with disabilities and their 
families.  This is the commitment of the State to the UN convention.  We have for the first time 
ever a Minister of State supporting the Government on disability issues who attends Cabinet 
meetings, but the Government does not have a coherent package in line with the stated commit-
ment to improve the inclusion of people with disabilities�  In spite of promises from the Taoise-
ach, the disability community has been sidelined�  People with disabilities should not be side-
lined at a time when so many issues impacting directly on them need to be addressed in order 
for the Government to implement its own commitment�  As recently as last week the Taoiseach 
said that he wished to acknowledge absolutely that there are many shortcomings and problems 
and that much more needs to be done.  He also referred directly to finalising spending priorities 
for 2018: “I am sure we will find additional funding for disability ... that is going to have to 
form part of the budget and the estimates process”�  The Taoiseach made other statements�  On 
14 June he stated in the Dáil, “As a Government, we are renewing our commitment to ratify the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities this year and to improving services 
available to people with disabilities, especially respite care and emergency residential places�”  
He also said on 4 October in the context of spending rules that disability will have to form part 
of the budgetary Estimates�  In recent correspondence to me, the Taoiseach said that he appreci-
ated that ratification of the convention is of major concern to people with disabilities and their 
families and agreed it is not good enough that so much time has elapsed before something has 
been done about it�

Let me cut to the chase.  In the absence of any further clarification, and I hope there will be 
further clarification, poverty will remain stubbornly high because of the extra costs of daily liv-
ing that are not being tackled�  There is no comfort that there will be resources to support people 
to live in the community�  A total of 1,200 young disabled people are in nursing homes today�  
There is no commitment to provide social housing to tackle the growing waiting list�  There are 
no resources to turn around the appalling unemployment rate for people with disabilities�

The announcement of the funding of an additional 1,000 special needs assistants, SNAs, in 
schools stands out�  Where will the kids they are working with go after school?  The Govern-
ment is not thinking about that conundrum�

The 5% increase, the Christmas bonus, the reduction in prescription drugs threshold pay-
ments, the increase in the telephone allowance and the charities tax relief are all to be welcomed 
but they are marginal in the scheme of what needs to be done�  The budget had the resources and 
the Government has the capacity to present us with a whole-of-Government approach�  It also 
has a Minister of State to assist with it, but it has not happened�  It is a sad day for the 643,000 
people in Ireland with disabilities�  There was not something for everyone in this budget, as 
Senator Burke has suggested�

10/10/2017Y00200Senator  Michelle Mulherin: I welcome the Minister of State to the House and wish him 
well in his portfolio working alongside the Minister, Deputy Donohoe�  Looking at the budget 
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and listening to the broad brush strokes that were set out by the Minister in the Dáil today, it 
brings to mind the vastness of the competing interests for the budget and how passionately and 
with great integrity people can argue their case, and rightly so�  It is the job of the Minister, the 
Minister of State, working with him, and all of us to try to get the balance right�  However, there 
is always room for more investment and somewhere towards which we strive to improve the 
lives of our citizens and fulfil their potential and that of the country.

I agree with Senator Burke�  We always need to take stock, and times like this give us that 
opportunity�  We are in a position to make choices about where we spend money�  We balance 
books�  That is never glamorous, but it is the responsible thing to do�  It also sends out a posi-
tive message as regards investment which in turn can create future growth and more money to 
spend on public services�

As Senator Dolan has rightly described, there are many countries where people never arrive 
at this position or get to debate the rights of individual citizens and how they can be empow-
ered�  As far as I am concerned, there are many good aspects to living in this country�

This is a good budget which tries to speak to a multitude of competing interests�  It does 
not just do it in generality�  Let us face it, there is, and rightly so, a big emphasis on housing 
and health�  We see a bigger budget than ever in education�  We will see an additional 1,300 
teaching posts�  At 26 to 1, the pupil-teacher ratio will be at its lowest ever�  That is pretty good 
news�  It was one of the asks of the INTO�  Many teachers are struggling with big classes�  We 
also see that the number of special needs assistants will increase by 1,000, which will bring the 
total number in the State to 15,000 come next September.  We see an increase of 1,800 gardaí 
to be recruited�

10/10/2017Y00300Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: It is 800�

10/10/2017Y00400Senator  Michelle Mulherin: Did I say 1,800?  My apologies�  I am getting carried away�  
There will also be 500 civilian workers�

We now have a debate on child care and an investment in child care that is unprecedented�  
Do we have a distance to go?  Yes, we do�  However, to my mind we are coming from pretty 
much the dark ages and a lot of that is related to the position which women occupied for a long 
time in this society but is being broken through�  There are new attitudes about child care and 
shared responsibility between men and women�  We are a truly modern society and, therefore, 
we will have more issues concerning affluence and how we distribute wealth.

One of the cornerstones of what Fine Gael has had to say and has been supported in this 
budget is rewarding people who work hard�  Without that, no taxes are generated�  I understand 
the arguments relating to VAT, etc�

A matter I have raised in this House time and again is the renewable heat incentive scheme�  
A sum of €17 million has been announced to set that under way�  I consider that very welcome�  
Not only will it help farmers and small businesses to displace fossil fuels but it will help us 
to achieve our renewable heat targets�  On the €300 million being made available in a Brexit 
loan scheme for small and medium enterprises which will also assist the food industry, that has 
proven very successful on the farming side and I know that further measures for farmers will 
be considered�  All of these are practical measures�  I welcome this budget and look forward to 
seeing its implementation and the benefits on the ground for our citizens, society and country.
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10/10/2017Y00500Senator  Gerald Nash: Earlier today, Fergus Finlay remarked that this budget can be com-
pared to a bag of dolly mixtures, and I do not think he was referring to the introduction of the 
sugar tax�  The impression has been given quite deliberately that there is, as Senator Burke said, 
a little bit of something for everyone in this package�  However, when the Government tries to 
do something small for everyone to keep the bulk of people mollified, it ends up doing little 
for anyone�  Sadly, just like the Government, this budget lacks a theme, a vision and any real 
ambition for our country�

Its measures are designed to keep Fine Gael in government and Fianna Fáil quiet.  I am sure 
the Chairman will disagree with me, but Fianna Fáil must be wondering why it is bothering 
to keep the Government in office because it is hard to detect Fianna Fáil’s fingerprints on this 
document.  I suspect that at Fianna Fáil’s Ard-Fheis this week its party leader, Deputy Micheál 
Martin, will have questions to answer from the Fianna Fáil faithful about its continued support 
for this Administration.  As for the Independent Alliance, it is really difficult to know what it 
stands for now�  I was unconvinced about it from the start, and into the second budget of this 
Administration, I am even more convinced that there is no point whatsoever to the Independent 
Alliance�  How can anyone take it seriously?  I cannot detect a single measure in the budget 
from the Independent Alliance�  There is nothing whatsoever�

It was alluded to earlier that politics is about choices�  It absolutely is�  The annual budget 
process gives the Government of the day the opportunity to put a philosophical, political and 
economic shape on its message�  After what could be described as a lost decade in terms of in-
vestment in our infrastructure and public services, my party was clear in the past two budgets 
that now, when limited resources are available, is not the time for tax cuts which are for most 
working people throughout the country not worth the price of a cup of coffee�  However, the 
Government and Fianna Fáil chose to ignore that message and not to accept that argument, 
which is fair enough because in politics we make choices and decisions�

However, it worries me for the future when I see that the approximately €400 million to be 
used for the purpose of income tax and USC cuts, small and all as they are for low and middle 

income workers, is to be directly paid for by increasing the levy on commer-
cial property transactions�  Families throughout the country are still paying 
the price for the destruction of a tax-cutting economic model that was dispro-
portionately built on what property transactions could raise during the 2000s�  
It has to be asked whether this Government and Fianna Fáil learned anything 

at all from the Charlie McCreevy and Bertie Ahern eras�

We cannot continue to depend on the expectation that we will have high levels of commer-
cial property activity and to apply stamp duty levies and such to that to fund tax cuts and spend-
ing rises over the next few years�  This is dangerous short-term thinking and ultimately those 
sums will not add up�  To improve the standard of living of people who pay for everything, we 
can take a closer look at seriously taxing assets as is done in other mature, developed democra-
cies, but this Government does not seem to have the courage to take that on�  Most wealth, as 
the Minister of State knows, is held in assets�  It is not generated from work or anything else�  
That is why I am concerned about how we identify resources for tax cuts and so on in very nar-
row policy areas�  Most wealth is held in assets and is concentrated in the hands of relatively 
few individuals and organisations�  I am not averse to cutting taxes for working people but I 
am averse to a system that refuses to learn the lessons of the recent past and that seems to think 
we can continue to fund tax cuts and improvements to public services through taxes on what is 
essentially property speculation�

6 o’clock
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  While we are on the subject of tax cuts, those who depend on the State for their income 
will be angered to see that the €5 increase being provided to pensioners, carers, jobseekers and 
others receiving social welfare payments, which was promised by the Government today, actu-
ally amounts to as little as an average of €3�85 per week in 2018 because the introduction of 
those increases is only taking place towards the end of March�  It will be 12 weeks into next year 
before pensioners, carers, jobseekers and people on disability payments will get that increase 
but, averaged out over the year, it will really mean an increase of €3�85 per week and not €5�  
Tax cuts will take effect in early January, which is fair enough if one agrees that is the approach 
which should be taken, but pensioners will have to wait until 26 March to see their benefits in-
crease�  It beggars belief�  I think this is very unfair and it is also unreasonable and unfair to see a 
situation where we will only have a continuation of the 85% restoration of the Christmas bonus 
and that the Minister has decided not to continue on that trajectory of increasing the Christmas 
bonus as we have done as soon as resources became available in recent years�  It was 25% in 
the first instance, then 75%, and 85% this year.  I think we would all have preferred to see a 
full restoration of the Christmas bonus to help families through that difficult Christmas period, 
particularly for those who depend on the State for their income�

  It is clear from this budget that Sláintecare, the signature and arguably only achievement 
of the do-nothing Dáil, has been effectively strangled at birth by Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil.  
There is little available in the budget today to fund the implementation, in any real meaningful 
way, of the plan, at least to a point where it would represent real progress�  Instead we will, for 
example, spend €55 million a year on outsourcing the resolution of our hospital waiting lists to 
the private sector�  We are not making any real, meaningful attempt to implement what was a set 
of cross-party solutions designed to resolve a massive social challenge in this country, funding 
the operation of a fully-resourced public health service�

10/10/2017Z00200Senator  John O’Mahony: I welcome the major milestone of a balanced budget on our 
road to recovery that has been achieved with today’s announcements�  To have done this as 
well as creating the conditions in our economic climate to enable unemployment to reduce 
from 15% to 6�1% has to be acknowledged�  In doing that, there is much more to be done 
but the balanced budget allows us, going forward, to look at many more things such as social 
welfare increases, which are welcome�  Perhaps they could or should be more, but within the 
constraints of the financial situation, I think they are all that could be done on this occasion, but 
it is important to keep that going down the line�  It is important to say that, looking back over 
the last ten years, we are way ahead of where we might have imagined we would be when the 
economy, depending on the way one looked at it, was pushed over a cliff or fell over a cliff ten 
years ago�  Promoting fairness and improvements, the plight of the vulnerable and the lower 
and middle-income earners should now be a priority and has been a priority, but it can be done 
better in conditions where the budget is balanced�  The reductions in USC and the changes in 
the tax bands are necessary and must be continued over the next number of budgets, irrespective 
of who is in government�

I refer to a few things in the area that I cover in the Seanad, which is transport, tourism and 
sport�  The 9% VAT rate has been mentioned and we have heard the contrasting views on it�  In 
the circumstances with Brexit and how tourism has been one of the pillars that has saved and 
helped to renew our economy, it was, on balance, probably better to retain that VAT rate�  I agree 
that it is not acceptable that accommodation rates, in particular, have skyrocketed over the last 
couple of years in particular�  While the VAT rate has been retained, it is important that our hotel 
industry now responds to what has been kept in good faith�  It needs to be able to respond�  For 



10 October 2017

627

instance, part of the bid for the Rugby World Cup was based on an agreement - I am not sure if 
it is a signed agreement or what else it might be - from the Irish Hotels Federation not to inflate 
prices for the period of the Rugby World Cup if our bid is successful�  The hotel industry can 
respond for an event like that�  I am talking about large urban areas, because those prices have 
not been gouged up or multiplied in rural areas�  One of the great secrets of our tourism industry 
that has further major potential is that the hotel prices have not inflated hugely in certain parts 
of rural Ireland�

I have not yet looked in great detail at the provisions but I ask the Minister of State when the 
sports capital programme and the date for applications going in at the beginning of the year are 
likely to be announced�  Much important activity is needed in local areas around the country for 
clubs and regional projects�  I very much support the continuation of phase 2 of the national in-
door arena and the road infrastructure�  The Celtic tiger and associated road development never 
arrived in certain parts of rural Ireland and it is important that projects like the N4 and N5 are 
continued and that the M18 continues to Sligo�  I welcome the important incentives for electric 
cars since change is happening in that area�

10/10/2017Z00300Senator  Máire Devine: I do not know about others but this is the second time I have been 
in these buildings for a budget�  It seems really lacklustre�  Maybe there is a missed opportunity�  
I am not sure how to describe it�  The two national emergencies in this country are housing and 
health�  This opportunity for a budget to actually do something meaningful for the people of 
this country has been missed�  I am pretty disappointed and I am sure that many people around 
the country are disappointed too�  I want to concentrate on health because that is my area of 
expertise�  This budget failed to grasp the urgency and emergency that is the health crisis in this 
country�  The INMO and the nursing organisations have come out to describe it as disappointing 
and regressive from a health perspective�  Let us take the example of children being admitted to 
psychiatric wards�  This has happened to two children in my own area of Dublin South-Central 
in the last month alone, something that is being replicated across the country�  Some are left on 
plastic chairs without even the luxury of a so-called trolley�

We have a paucity of front line staff in our health system�  We chased so many out, people 
who will not now come back because of the stressful conditions and disrespectful treatment by 
the Governments of the last ten years�  I went to Cappagh hospital last week to visit a relative 
who had had a knee replacement.  I was surprised to find only three beds filled and thought that 
maybe this was because it was a quiet week�  I asked the staff there about it and it turns out that 
of the nine beds there, they only ever admit three patients at a time because they do not have 
the staff to carry out those operations�  One can only imagine the people on the ever-growing 
waiting lists waiting for year after year in chronic pain and knowing that there are six vacant 
beds in Cappagh hospital�  This is not prudent and makes no sense at all�

If the Minister wants to spin this into claiming that this health budget is the biggest in the 
history of the State then he needs to do the maths�  We have an increasing population that needs 
to be taken into account, rising demands, increased availability of modern treatments and we 
have an increase in the population over 65�  This so-called “biggest health budget in the history 
of the State” does not cut it because it does not take changes in demographics, ageing and new 
treatments into account�  

Nurses and doctors will continue to leave in their droves, leaving workplaces that are unfit 
for their practice�  There are no available homes for them to rent or buy because of the housing 
emergency�  How much of the health budget will be sneakily returned?  Let us take the example 
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of the €20 million that was returned last year from the €35 million that we had been promised 
for mental heath for many years, something that caused a furore outside the gates of these 
Houses in March of last year�  Let us also take the €17 million that was returned from Roscom-
mon�  The Department claimed that no moneys had been returned but, lo and behold, two days 
later a report came out establishing that €17 million had been given back� 

I want to really question where the €35 million allocation for mental health funding mys-
teriously goes every year�  It is certainly not seen on the front line, in extra CAMHS teams, in 
occupational therapy, in intellectual disability, and it is certainly not seen being spent on people 
with disabilities, as Senator Dolan has so eloquently and passionately discussed�

I want to end with a reminder to the Minister that this health budget, and mental health bud-
get in particular, is far too low�  The A Vision for Change strategy document for mental health 
services recommended that it be increased to 8�5% at a minimum�  This health budget leaves 
us standing still; there is none of the vision to go forward that we saw in A Vision for Change.   
About an hour ago Fine Gael tweeted that the mental health budget has risen to €885 million, 
an increase of €35 million�  Mental Health Reform has tweeted in response to say that in ac-
cordance with the figures Fine Gael provided in its tweets - and maybe Fine Gael needs to have 
a look at that - this only amounts to an increase of €11.3 million.  We need clarification on this 
from the Minister for Health and the Minister of State with special responsibility for mental 
health�  We need them to give us the facts, the plans and the strategies and we need them to keep 
the money in the mental health budget pocket�

10/10/2017AA00200Senator  Grace O’Sullivan: After the budgets of the past few years, some people might be 
forgiven for welcoming today’s announcements as a relatively happy occasion�  There are tax 
cuts, spending increases, higher payments for social welfare recipients and, as Senator Dolan 
mentioned, a little for almost everyone in the audience�

I would like to start with some positivity, something that is often lacking in modern politics� 
I am glad to see extra money from the Government going towards health�  A 5% increase of 
€685 million and the hiring of 1,800 new front-line staff should make some difference to deliv-
ery in many parts of the health system�  I am also extremely happy to see the Government put-
ting into effect the recommendations of my Green Party colleague, Deputy Catherine Martin, in 
regard to extending maternity benefits to mothers of premature babies born after 1 October this 
year, correcting a long-running unfairness that left them at a disadvantage and lessened their 
freedom to make the choices they need to ensure the best care for their babies�  The Ministers 
for justice and health must be commended for entering into this process in good faith and for 
delivering on their promise to make this idea a reality�

With regard to the new health allocation, I ask the Minister for Health whether he plans to 
follow a similar course and finally commit to guaranteeing the provision of 24-7 emergency 
cardiac care for the south east, and in particular the provision of a second, essential cath lab for 
University Hospital Waterford� This is, as we have sadly seen so recently, a matter of life and 
death for some in Waterford and the surrounding counties�  I ask that this emergency care cover-
age black spot be prioritised in the allocation of this extra spending�  

With regard to housing, I welcome the Government’s late conversion to the principle of 
increasing the levies on vacant land left undeveloped from 3% to 7% from the second year of 
inactivity�  My colleagues in the Civil Engagement group and I introduced just such a measure 
here in February, but better late than never when it comes to tackling this crucial source of one 
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of the problems in the housing crisis�  A similar penalty applying to empty and derelict proper-
ties is as necessary as it is on undeveloped land, and this is something I hope the Government 
will also follow the Opposition’s lead on�  Landbanking is not, and must never be, a right, espe-
cially in a time of such pressure as we are currently facing�

While the new allocations for housing construction are significant, the approach taken is 
still an almost entirely market-led one�  I remain concerned that the private sector will continue 
to hold out for yet more carrots before beginning construction of new stock at the speed that is 
required�  My group and I remain convinced that a local authority-led construction scheme for 
social housing in high-pressure areas is the best way to deliver housing in the places that need 
it the most�  I remain concerned that the HAP system as currently formulated can too often lead 
to social segregation and a two-tier housing system�  We need to realise an approach to housing 
that sees homes as a fundamental right and not a system of investment� 

On the issue of transport, I listened with dismay to the Minister’s allocation of a derisory 
€3 million to cycling and other active transport�  If we are to get serious about creating a criti-
cal mass that will allow for those that do not need to drive to switch to other, healthier, more 
equitable and less socially damaging modes of transport, then €3 million is just not enough�  We 
need something closer to €10 million� 

This to me is not a green budget.  As we face into huge EU fines for failing to curb our 
climate-killing emissions, there is no grand plan to change our economy or society to the scale 
required�  There is not even a plan to improve the charging network to accompany the tax 
supports for electric vehicle owners�  There are no new rail projects or sustainable transport 
supports, nothing on the great aviation fuel tax giveaway, and nothing to recognise the environ-
mental impact of diesel�  The people of Ireland would have been better served by a more vision-
ary budget rather than by the small tax cuts here and there that will cost the State hundreds of 
millions of euro and deny further resources to essential services�  What a pity that all the colour 
that we have seen from the new Cabinet has been confined to the Taoiseach’s socks and does 
not extend to today’s budget�  We can only hope that next year’s budget will be a little more 
visionary and ambitious�

10/10/2017BB00100Senator  Maria Byrne: I welcome the Minister of State�  I wish him, the Minister of State, 
Deputy O’Donovan, and the Minister, Deputy Donohoe, all the best in terms of the budget�

I welcome that this is a balanced budget and there is a little bit for everybody�  I am glad to 
see that the Government has been prudent in the way it has chosen to spend the money and that 
it is not putting its two feet into it in terms of overspending in any one particular area because 
we have to remember the history of what we have seen here and the consequences that faced the 
country�  It is great that, today, ahead of schedule, a balanced budget is being delivered�

This is a balanced budget which, I suppose, has a little bit for everybody, from families to 
small business, to the increases in health and the increases in education�  The fact that extra 
money has been provided in these key areas, especially in education and health, is progressive�  
It is something that will be welcomed by people across the country�  As long as I have been here, 
that is, for the past 18 months, we have been hearing about cutbacks in education and health and 
all the consequences across all constituencies�  The investment in these areas today is crucial�

In terms of education, I welcome that there will be 6,000 extra apprenticeships�  I have stat-
ed on many occasions in this Chamber that it is not only about third level education�  I welcome 
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the important increased funding in third level education�  It is about investment�  I also wel-
come that every family will now be able to avail of the two years’ free preschool places�  That 
is the start of education, and then going up as far as the third level�  There will also be 6,000 
apprenticeships created�  On my own doorstep, Limerick Institute of Technology has a number 
of apprenticeship courses, two of which are at level 8 and level 9�  Those kinds of incentives 
were never heard of previously�  People are being encouraged to go back to education and even 
though some are afraid of third level, the fact that they are going in doing their apprenticeship 
and they are still getting their accreditation at the end of the day is very important�  I am de-
lighted to welcome the increase in funding in those areas�

I note some Members have given out about the retention of the 9% VAT rate and others are 
in favour of it�  I agree that some in the hospitality sector in Dublin have abused it and put up 
hotel prices, but down the country, be it over in the west, the midlands or whatever, I have seen 
a number of small businesses using that lower VAT rate to reinvest in their businesses to create 
jobs�  It is important, especially outside the ring of the M50, that the 9% VAT rate be kept�  We 
are beginning to see an increase in tourism in the country�  However, when there was no reces-
sion in Dublin there certainly was a recession in the rest of the country�  For those small busi-
nesses that really suffered it is good that the 9% VAT rate is being kept for another year, that we 
know of�  It has helped in terms of job creation and also in investment in properties�

I should have said that I welcome that speech and language therapy is now being brought 
into the education system�  We have never had this before�  I also welcome the reduction in class 
sizes�  Speech and language therapy is something that affects a lot of people and it is important�  
There are 20 speech and language therapists to be used on a trial basis and if it is a success, 
the service will be expanded across the education system�  It is an issue that I have seen in my 
constituency office involving people whose children have difficulties.  These are all important 
measures�

It is all about investment in our future, starting with the young and going to the not-so-
young in terms of the €5 increase�  The latter is a small amount but it is important that we invest 
the money that we have rather than overspending�

10/10/2017BB00200Senator  Lynn Ruane: I thank the Minister of State for his time�

I will not be overly-cynical of the budget�  There are some elements that I will speak posi-
tively about, but perhaps with caution in terms of how they will work in implementation�

I will start by noting that I always struggle not to get upset around this time of year�  Being a 
community worker and someone who has worked in addiction and with poverty all these years, 
I always remember the fear of budget time in deprived communities�  When I hear language 
such as, “There is something for everyone”, there is only really something for everyone if they 
are starting from a basis of some sort of stability in life�  What if one’s life is so far in the red in 
terms of health, poverty or a house falling down?  I work with people with holes in their walls, 
with mould in their house, addiction and problems such as alcohol use�  Arrears increased so 
much during the years of austerity that even though it might look like there is something for 
everyone, if people are so far in deficit in their own self and in their health and community, it 
actually does not feel like anything at all�  It is about being mindful of that when we talk about 
how somebody will benefit in any particular way from something.  I would like to add that to 
the whole USC debate�  In the areas that I talk about regarding the community sector, I would 
have much preferred to see no cut in the USC and see that targeted towards the most vulner-



10 October 2017

631

able groups.  There are marginal benefits for individuals but they would make a big impact for 
groups as a whole�

I welcome the increase in higher education and the capital spend, and the national training 
fund levy�  The capital grants were such a loss to the university sector�  As we do not know what 
the landscape for FDI or research and development will look like after Brexit, we need to be 
able to expand the university infrastructure so that we can entice research and development into 
the country in the wake of Brexit�

The ring-fencing of and increase in the national training fund is welcome�  However, I was 
stopped in my tracks by the next sentence of the Minister, Deputy Donohoe, when he mentioned 
the central role that employers would play in this.  This would be a red flag for me.  Although 
I welcome the increase, in allowing employers have a strong hold on the curriculum and on 
the way courses will develop, it can become very specialised in particular areas of the labour 
market�  One might see arts and humanities and other faculties fall down if employers have 
too much of any input�  It is likely to result in a push for more specialisation to meet existing 
labour market needs when broader, more flexible entry-level courses are what is needed to im-
prove student retention rates and tackle dropout rates�  Employers are already a partner in the 
educational sector and increased influence would lead to an unfair industrial balance between 
employers and employees and unions�  The focus of employers is likely to be on their particu-
lar graduate needs over individual personal development to which college is vital�  It is about 
striking a balance and maybe having more conversations around exactly what a central role for 
employers looks like in the national training levy�

I wish to flag an issue involving the key employee engagement programme, KEEP.   Perhaps 
the Minister of State can follow up this matter with me�  I understand the logic in encouraging 
employee financial participation due to the positive effect on increasing competitiveness and 
staff retention�  However, I am a little concerned about what this means for tax reliefs�  If we 
begin to tax shares and stocks differently, does this then incentivise employers or employees to 
be paid more of their wage in stocks and shares?  If someone is on €200,000 and then decides 
to be paid a large portion of that in stocks and shares instead of gross annual income, is there a 
bit of room there to erode the tax base and how will this be monitored?

Obviously, I welcome any increase in the area of lone parents but what has to be critiqued 
is the fact that the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection only yesterday 
published the Indecon independent review of the amendments to the one-parent family payment 
since January 2012�  This should have been published weeks ago so that it could have informed 
the budget�  I understand it was supposed to be presented to the Oireachtas on 19 September�  
The Department missed the boat in terms of addressing poverty in lone-parent families and 
working families.  Although the figures in the report show that there are more working families, 
they are still living in deprivation and poverty�  This report would have been central to being 
able to address that fully in the budget this year�

10/10/2017BB00300Senator  James Reilly: I welcome the Minister of State and I welcome the budget�  I 
believe the best way out of poverty is a job.  A job gives self-esteem.  It also gives financial 
independence�  Therefore, it is critical that we make jobs pay, that we make work pay and that 
people who work get to take home more of their pay�  This budget supports such endeavour�  
The economy is only important in so far as it can support society and this budget does that too�  
I have heard people say that much more could be done in different sectors�  That is patently true 
but we have a finite amount of money.  This budget goes a long way towards spreading that in 
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a way that supports workers but also looks after the more vulnerable in our society�

Widening the tax bands by €750 and changing the entry point for single earners from €33,800 
to €34,550 is a big help to people.  It will also be reflected in the 2.5% USC rate being reduced 
to 2% and the 5% USC rate being reduced to 4�7%�

The earning disregard for the one-parent family payment has been increased by €20 per 
week�  The family income supplement, FIS, threshold has been increased by €10 per month�  
The qualified child payment has been increased by €2 per week.  These are all small changes 
but they are changes that travel in the right direction and support people who face serious chal-
lenges at the moment�

I welcome the fact we have other revenue-raising provisions in the budget, particularly in 
so far as it shows there has been joined-up coherent thinking by Government�  The sugar tax, 
increase in the price of a packet of 20 cigarettes and the VAT increase on sunbeds support public 
health policy to protect the health and well-being of people�  I really welcome these initiatives�

I welcome the huge increase in the health budget and the fact it is, as far as I know, the big-
gest health budget in the history of the State�  Again, there is job creation with the proposal to 
recruit 1,800 new front-line staff�  The prescription charge has been decreased which, again, 
will reduce costs for people who are working and not working�  The drugs payment scheme 
threshold has been reduced from €144 to €134, which is another help to people who are work-
ing but on medication�  I also welcome the €471 million made available for capital funding�  
The initiative will lead to more jobs in construction and, indeed, the structures when they are 
built, including primary care centres, will lead to more jobs in staffing as well.

It is critically important that we invest in our future and our future are our children�  There-
fore, I particularly welcome the new jobs in education, the increase in the number of special 
needs assistants, SNAs, and the additional 1,300 teaching posts�  I also welcome the increase in 
the number of gardaí to be recruited, including civilians.

I want to talk about the €2 billion that is available for transport, infrastructure and tourism�  
I am particularly interested in the greenways because, again, the initiative represents joined-up 
Government thinking�  It affords people an opportunity to get out, be healthy and take exercise�  
I want to particularly mention the greenways that have proven so profitable in terms of jobs cre-
ated and income generated�  We have a wonderful opportunity in Fingal with our coastal routes 
and the fact that we have six train stations along the route�  That means if people feel a bit tired 
from cycling the greenway they can just park their bikes and get the train home�  Last year, 27 
million people passed through Dublin Airport and it has been projected that the figure will be 
30 million this year�  There is an opportunity for them, if they have half a day to spare, to enjoy 
the coast of Fingal�  Let us consider all the jobs that would result from that, not to mention the 
opportunity to exercise�  I hope the Minister of State will ensure more money is invested in the 
greenways, as I have called for before�  Within the allocation of €2 billion, there must be plenty 
of opportunity to invest�

I welcome the extra money allocated to Tusla and for the early childhood care and education 
schemes�  I also welcome the extension of same to support young families who struggle to pay 
the cost of child care but want to be able to go out and work�

I thank the Acting Chairman for the time allocated and commend the budget to the House�
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10/10/2017CC00200Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I thank the Senator�  Time is tight�  We have 
exactly ten minutes before the Minister of State speaks and there are two final speakers.  I call 
Senator Buttimer, who will be followed by Senator Colm Burke.  Senator Buttimer has five 
minutes�

10/10/2017CC00300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I will defer to Senator Colm Burke first as he has been waiting.

10/10/2017CC00400Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I call Senator Colm Burke and he has five 
minutes�

10/10/2017CC00500Senator  Colm Burke: I welcome the Minister of State to the House and am delighted he is 
here to deal with this debate�  It is important when we begin to speak about this matter that we 
consider how far we have come since 2008�  In October 2008, there was a €2 billion increase in 
taxation and €1 billion in cuts�  On 7 April 2009, there was an emergency budget that had a €1�8 
billion increase in taxation and €1�5 billion in cuts�  On 9 December 2009, there was €4 billion 
in cuts while on 7 December 2010, there was €6 billion in cuts�  Over two years, there was €12�5 
billion in cuts and €3�8 billion in added taxation�  That is where we have come from�  Today, 
we have produced a budget that balances but that increases some taxation in order to assist in 
providing additional services�  In particular, the health care budget has been increased by €685 
million, which adds up to a huge budget�

A number of people referred to Sláintecare earlier, and it is important we talk about it.  One 
of its deficiencies is that it did not consider the cost effectiveness of the money we spend on 
health�  That is one of my key issues�  It is sad that people in this House who have a lot of ex-
perience were not included in the committee when it dealt with the matter�  For example, my 
colleague from Sinn Féin, Senator Máire Devine, has a lot of experience.

10/10/2017CC00600Senator  Máire Devine: No, not yet�  I am still heartbroken by it�  It is dreadful�

10/10/2017CC00700Senator  Colm Burke: She has a lot experience of psychiatric services�

10/10/2017CC00800Senator  Máire Devine: The Senator needs to talk to somebody about that, some profes-
sional�

10/10/2017CC00900Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): Senator Burke, without interruption�

10/10/2017CC01000Senator  Colm Burke: One of our colleagues, who is in Fianna Fáil, is a GP from Mayo and 
he has a lot of experience in GP care in rural areas�  It is unfortunate that we were all excluded�

When considering health care it is important to consider cost efficiencies.  One of the big 
complaints I have heard in the past 12 months has been how we employed an extra 2,000 in 
the HSE to work in management and administration�  At least now the Minister for Finance has 
taken hold of the matter�  He has called for 1,800 extra people to be recruited to work in front-
line services�  People have talked about the front line�  They have called for more health services 
to be delivered in health care�  We need more health services but we need to have the staff to 
deliver them�  We need the doctors and the nurses�

Sinn Féin continuously highlights that services need to be developed yet it called for in-
creased taxation to be imposed on higher income earners�  Sinn Féin does not realise that to 
attract doctors back to this country there must be an attractive salary and a taxation system that 
does not discourage them from working here�  That is where we need to strike a balance�  If we 
want to keep people here we must compete for medical staff on the world market and it is not 
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simply Cork versus Dublin or Dublin versus Galway�  We must keep that goal in mind and that 
is why it is important that we make sure to reward people for their work�  That is why we need to 
bring about the necessary reduction in the levels of taxation that people are paying, particularly 
middle income groups�  Junior doctors, nurses and care assistants are all very important if we 
want to develop a health service�  This is a good and balanced budget but we have much more 
work to do if we want to attract back to this country the people we require to deliver the services 
in health care�  Many people are on waiting Iists, so we need people to work in the sector�  We 
do not have them at the moment and we have much work to do to attract them�

Again, I thank the Minister of State for coming to the House to take this debate�  I wish him 
well in his term as Minister of State in the Department of Finance�

10/10/2017CC01100Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I thank the Senator�

10/10/2017CC01200Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): The last speaker before the Minister of State 
is Senator Buttimer, who has five minutes.

10/10/2017CC01300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: I welcome the Minister of State to the House and commend him 
on his speech�  Being the last speaker is often fraught with danger because one can reach out and 
attack but Senator Colm Burke has stolen my introduction�  The decade to which Senator Colm 
Burke referred was a decade of cuts, emergency budgets, emigration and financial emergency.  
As the Senator said, some €12�5 billion was taken out in cuts and €3�8 billion was added in 
taxation�  This was done to create a platform for a resilient future for our families, friends and 
communities�  Being in government is about making decisions like those that have allowed us 
to give something to people in today’s budget.  As the Taoiseach said, there are no fireworks in 
the budget, which is about ensuring we balance the books�  It is not about arithmetic or a com-
puter spreadsheet; it is about ensuring we can invest in people and communities�

Senator Dolan is right when he talks about emergency respite care and respite care�  I wel-
come the allocation in the budget for the primary care fund and the home care and home help 
package�  As we seek to promulgate a just and fair society, we must talk to HIQA and the HSE 
to ensure we can provide emergency respite care and respite care in our communities�  That is 
not happening, despite the best intent and the allocation of money�  We need to have a serious 
conversation on this issue�  As Senators, we know from our communities and constituency of-
fices that many people cannot get respite care because of what is happening in this area.  As I 
said on the Order of Business, I am pleased that the Minister, Deputy Harris, will say to the HSE 
that the €685 million which has been allocated to health is specifically earmarked for certain 
projects�  That is important�

I am happy that we have tax reform in this budget, that we are rewarding work and that we 
are telling men and women who receive payments of varying degrees that the time they spend 
at work doing their jobs, including when they are taking on extra shifts or doing overtime, must 
pay�  We must put a value on work and this budget will do that�  I was struck by the commentary 
of Seán Whelan on “Six One News”.  He said that of course there is a variation in terms of those 
who pay because those who earn the most pay the most tax�  We need to ensure people on low 
and middle incomes are also given an opportunity to be rewarded�

Many of us always hoped we would get to this budget�  We are now able to plan�  We can 
invest in infrastructure and in the recruitment of an extra 800 gardaí and extra teachers.  It was 
striking to hear my learned friend, Senator Conway-Walsh, saying she opposes the retention of 
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the VAT rate that applies to accommodation�  That sums up Sinn Féin’s à la carte approach to 
everything, which can be described as “You’ve Got to Pick a Pocket or Two”�  As the Senator 
knows quite well, if we start unpicking the VAT rate that applies to the hospitality sector, it will 
cost jobs�  Of course Sinn Féin is about raising taxes - that is its raison d’être - and then spend, 
spend, spend�

I will conclude on a positive note�  This budget will give something back to improve the 
lives of people�  It will help to invest in the most vulnerable and marginalised people in our 
society and our communities, about whom Senator Dolan spoke�  We must embrace this budget 
and plan for the next two budgets so we can ensure we never go back to the bad old days�  I 
thank the Minister of State for his willingness to come to the House�

10/10/2017DD00200Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): The Minister of State has six minutes�  I 
have worked out that if he responds to each of the 15 Senators who spoke, he will have 24 sec-
onds per Senator�

10/10/2017DD00300Minister of State at the Department of Finance  (Deputy  Michael D’Arcy): If the Chair 
does not ring the bell after six minutes, there will be no problem�

10/10/2017DD00400Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I will ring the bell after five minutes to warn 
the Minister of State that he has one minute left�

10/10/2017DD00500Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I ask the Chair to give me a few additional minutes to speak 
about this important budget�  Senator Colm Burke touched on where we started from in 2008, 
2009 and 2010.  In 2011, we had an income tax take of €11 billion.  The projected figure for 
2018 is €21�5 billion�  That is where the recalculation has come from�  Those who pay income 
tax in this State have now taken up the burden of taxation�  That is where we are�  I would love 
to be able to start from somewhere else�  I would love to be able to go back to zero, but we do 
not get those opportunities�

I thank Fianna Fáil for participating.  The easiest space to be in is that occupied by the Sinn 
Féin people who choose not to participate�  I am not having a go; I am just pointing out the 
facts as I see them.  In 1987, Fine Gael did what Fianna Fáil is doing now.  There is no more 
difficult space in politics than the space occupied by those who are participating without getting 
the credit for it.  There is some credit to go around.  Fianna Fáil is putting the country first.  It 
should not be criticised for doing that�  Sinn Féin has a track record of stepping off the pitch�  It 
has stepped off the pitch in Northern Ireland�

10/10/2017DD00600Senator  Máire Devine: We did not�  We are the chief Opposition here�

10/10/2017DD00700Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I did not interrupt the Senator�  Sinn Féin has stepped off the 
pitch in Westminster.  The last time there were difficult decisions to be taken in Northern Ire-
land-----

10/10/2017DD00800Senator  Máire Devine: On a point of order, I thought we were taking statements on the 
budget�

10/10/2017DD00900Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): That is not a point of order�

10/10/2017DD01000Senator  Máire Devine: It is a point of order�

10/10/2017DD01100Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Sinn Féin chose to step off the pitch in Northern Ireland when 
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the social protection cuts-----

10/10/2017DD01200Senator  Máire Devine: On a point of order, the Minister of State is standing on a rant for 
an election now�

10/10/2017DD01300Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Sorry, Chairman-----

10/10/2017DD01400Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I have to hear the point of order�

10/10/2017DD01500Senator  Máire Devine: The Minister of State is going on about Sinn Féin�  These state-
ments are about the budget�

10/10/2017DD01600Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Chairman, if you do not mind-----

10/10/2017DD01700Senator  Máire Devine: The Minister of State might be better off sticking to the script�

10/10/2017DD01800Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): That is not a point of order�

10/10/2017DD01900Senator  Máire Devine: It is a point of order�

10/10/2017DD02000Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I know it is not�  I did not know that before-
hand�

10/10/2017DD02100Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Sinn Féin is not able-----

10/10/2017DD02200Senator  Máire Devine: Come on�

10/10/2017DD02300Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): The Minister of State should be allowed to 
respond�

10/10/2017DD02400Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: The truth is that Sinn Féin jibs�

10/10/2017DD02500Senator  Máire Devine: This is entertaining, but it is a waste of the Minister of State’s time�

10/10/2017DD02600Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: You jib�  You are jibbers�

10/10/2017DD02700Senator  Máire Devine: How many times is the Minister of State going to say “Sinn Féin”?

10/10/2017DD02800Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: You will always jib when the pressure is applied�  That is the 
reality�

10/10/2017DD02900Senator  Máire Devine: Did the Minister of State study psychology by any chance?

10/10/2017DD03000Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I will try to touch on the positivity with regard to the budget�  
There are some very good things in it�  I agree with Senator Reilly that greenways are superb�  I 
also agree with what he said about child care costs�  I am glad that prescription charges are be-
ing reduced�  I completely agree with the introduction of a sugar tax and the measures that are 
being taken in respect of cigarettes and sunbeds�

Senator Reilly also spoke about family income supplement and the social protection pay-
ments made to those who really need such payments�  These issues were also mentioned by 
Senator Ruane�  It is very easy to pigeon-hole Fine Gael as a right-wing party that wants tax 
cuts, but for me and the version of politics I practise, there is nothing further from the truth�  I 
want to see the people who need the most help getting the most help�
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Senator Ruane spoke about the superb national training fund, which is doing really good 
work�  I would like to sit down and speak to her about this on some occasion�  I have mag-
nificent examples of employer-led interaction with colleges to get under-employed people into 
higher versions of employment with higher wages and salaries�  Everything we are doing today 
is to try to have less tax�  That is the best way to improve people’s living standards and drag 
them out of deprivation�  Everything I am doing is about trying to help those who require help�

The figure we have for the key employee engagement programme, which relates to shared 
remuneration, is €10 million.  It is not a huge figure.  When I am abroad trying to get companies 
to establish their bases in the Republic of Ireland, I hear about the importance of this issue all 
the time�

Senators have spoken about the USC cuts�  There is a plain and simple choice between tax 
cuts�  The USC is collecting €4 billion�  That is part of the income tax take of €20�5 billion�  The 
taxpayers of this country have paid for the reforms we have made and the direction we have 
moved in�

10/10/2017DD03100Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): The Minister of State has one minute left�

10/10/2017DD03200Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: The Chair has to give me an opportunity to respond to people�

10/10/2017DD03300Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I am doing my best�

10/10/2017DD03400Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Senator Byrne spoke about education�  Another really important 
part of the capital budget is the €53 million that is being provided for further education for the 
first time.  It was zero last year, so that will be a huge benefit.  There will also be more than 
6,000 new apprenticeships�

I will touch upon the VAT issue quickly because a number of people raised it�  There was a 
choice to be made and we chose to leave it because we consider that prudent�  There is price-
gouging but it is too risky at this stage to do something about it�  It may happen in other budgets�  
If it happens, it happens�

Senator Grace O’Sullivan referred to the cardiac care centre for the south east�  I will not 
go against the medical evidence.  I am not capable of interpreting or qualified to interpret the 
medical evidence�  Experts do that�  There is a national strategy for cardiac care which I support�  

I am surprised that Senator Devine said nothing happened in housing or health�  Good Lord�  
There is an additional sum of €685 million but she says nothing happened�  She cannot stick her 
head in the sand and say that this is not the biggest health budget ever�

10/10/2017EE00200Senator  Máire Devine: It is not�

10/10/2017EE00300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: It is�

10/10/2017EE00400Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I do not want to go down the Donald Trump path of saying it is 
or it is not�  This is the largest health budget ever�  For people to say that it is not is dishonest�

I have a real concern about housing and the local authorities�  Senator Grace O’Sullivan re-
ferred to the local authorities�  I was on a local authority in 2007�  Every director of service who 
was there has since retired and the corporate knowledge has retired�  I do not know if the local 
authorities are capable of building large quantities of social housing�  That is a personal view�  I 
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am not saying it is correct�  However, I have a real concern about it�

On the €750 million, I am speaking to countless builders - small builders of 20 units or 50 
units - who cannot get funding�  The €750 million from the ISIF that is to be made available via 
NAMA for small builders is twice as much money as AIB and Bank of Ireland made available 
to builders, big or small, in Ireland�  That is the scope of the potential impact�

Senator John O’Mahony referred to the sports capital programme�  We expect it to be done 
within a month�

Senator Nash said the tax cuts were not worth the price of a cup of coffee�

Wealth taxes were touched on�  We have wealth taxes in this State�  By a country mile the 
maximum wealth in the State is in property and it is multiple times the value of shares, equi-
ties and cash�  Property is where wealth is held in this State�  It is a peculiar thing that we do in 
Ireland�  We hold practically all of our wealth in property�  There are wealth taxes�  Adding up 
capital gains tax, capital acquisitions tax and local property tax makes €1�8 billion�  The stamp 
duty will be €1�6 billion in 2018�  Added up, that is €3�4 billion�  Those are the wealth taxes we 
collect in Ireland but people say that there are no wealth taxes�  To put it in context, it is behind 
the four main heads of income tax, VAT, customs and excise, and corporation tax, but it is not 
that much behind where corporation tax was a couple of years ago�

The Chairman should not worry�  I will keep going�  I am doing the best I can�

10/10/2017EE00500Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I know you are�

10/10/2017EE00600Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I want to touch upon the issues raised by every Senator if I can�

10/10/2017EE00700Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): I am giving the Minister of State plenty of 
discretion�

10/10/2017EE00800Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: The Chairman is very kind�

Senator Michelle Mulherin referred to the competing interests in public services�  That is so; 
there is no two ways around it�  The Brexit loan scheme for businesses is a really good measure�  
I had experience of it in the farming sector�

A total of €1�8 billion was also collected in rates, so there are the sums of €3�4 billion plus 
€1�8 billion�  I forgot about that� 

I am really pleased about the pupil-teacher ratio, which will be the lowest ever�  Let us not 
pretend it did not happen�  It did happen�  These are really good things that are happening�

Senator Dolan spoke about 1,200 people with a disability in nursing homes, which is really 
disappointing�  We have increased the health budget by €685 million, however�  It is the high-
est it has ever been�  However, I am not certain that we are getting the maximum value from it�  
Senator Devine might be correct in that regard�  I always note, however, when we talk about the 
health budget, that unless sectors are prepared to give an inch, the health sector, in particular, 
we will not get the best value�  I have seen this from the time I went into politics�  No one gives 
an inch in health, which is wrong because people suffer� 

10/10/2017EE00900Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Hear, hear�
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10/10/2017EE01000Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: The 1,200 people with disabilities-----

10/10/2017EE01100Senator  John Dolan: People our age and younger, for the rest of their lives-----

10/10/2017EE01200Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: I know that�  I know a good bit about the health sector and my 
point is that nothing happens unless people are prepared to give an inch�

I can tell Senator Conway-Walsh that a choice was to be made about the bed spaces�  The 
Senator cited Dublin and price-gouging�  I will not pretend to be pleased with the prices of hotel 
rooms in Dublin�  The Senator, however, is the very person to beat the drum that there is more 
to Ireland than Dublin�  We cannot change one aspect of the pricing for beds because of what is 
happening in County Dublin�  It would be a mistake to do so�

The Senator said that some people can afford to give a little more and touched on the 3% 
which she considered to be the “protected species”�  That was the term she used�  The top 1% 
of taxpayers in the country pay 25% of all income tax�  The top 3% pay approximately 40%�  It 
is plus or minus a couple of percentage points�  I believe passionately that the more one earns 
the more one should pay�  The OECD’s analysis is that the Irish income tax system is the most 
progressive within the OECD�  I agree with that�  However, if we put another 7% on top of the 
54%, which is 61%, that would cost us jobs�

I am out and about trying to get financial services jobs into Ireland.  Every single highly 
paid job brought into Ireland brings in nine jobs under it, which bring in another multiplier 
downwards�  The Senator can go after those people, demonise them and call them a protected 
species if she wishes, but she is wrong to do so�  It is a mistake�  We have to get people in�  If 
we get them in at a particular level, jobs will flow from underneath them and another lot of jobs 
will flow from underneath those.

10/10/2017EE01300Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: People are dying because they do not have the treatment�

10/10/2017EE01400Senator  Colm Burke: They do not have the doctors because-----

10/10/2017EE01500Senator  Rose Conway-Walsh: They are dying-----

10/10/2017EE01600Senator  Máire Devine: “Under” is a bad word to use as well as there is obviously a hier-
archy�

10/10/2017EE01700Deputy  Michael D’Arcy: Senator Victor Boyhan raised the issue of social and affordable 
housing�  I believe that all of the conversation has been about social housing to the detriment of 
affordable housing�  A good local authority affordable housing scheme has been on the books 
for years but it has not been used for years because the market has cancelled it out�  The market 
has gobbled up the affordable housing scheme�  In some areas it is cheaper to buy on the private 
market than to buy a house in an affordable housing scheme�  That is a mistake�

There is potentially a huge benefit in the €750 million for the smaller builders and for so 
many people on the average pay, that is, €25,000 to €35,000, which is the average industrial 
wage�  Dublin is in a different space because it is much more expensive in Dublin�  We have 
not been good enough in this area but in this budget there is the likes of the €750 million which 
will flow for non-NAMA debtors.  I made a huge error earlier.  I apologise.  I said it was only 
for NAMA debtors�  It is for non-NAMA debtors�

I would like to think I have touched on the general issues raised�  If there are some that I 
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missed, I apologise�  I will try to get back to the Senators again�  We do not have to agree on this�  
I will always respect the Senators’ position and their right to disagree with me�  I will always 
listen to their position and will not interrupt them�  As I see it, the problem in Irish politics for 
the past number of years is disrespect�  As politicians, we should not be disrespectful of each 
other�  We can achieve far more together than working apart and beating each other up�

I have been in the other room, as I call it, a couple of times and I have been here with leg-
islation�  I have done my best to work with people to get legislation through and I will always 
try to do so�  That is the way I am and that is the way I operate�  If people want to work with 
me, by all means, do so; I will always try to accommodate that�  I would like to talk to Senator 
Ruane again regarding those aspects of training funds and employer-led courses�  We are in a 
different place�  Within a couple of weeks of my appointment as a member of Government, I 
used the phrase “lost decade”�  The next decade will be different�  If we can participate better as 
politicians, everybody will benefit.  

10/10/2017FF00200Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): The Minister of State was allocated six min-
utes, which was probably a bit too short, but he had 16 minutes so I thank him for his response�  
It was certainly a lot more time than he was allocated�  When is it proposed to sit again?

10/10/2017FF00300Senator  Jerry Buttimer: Tomorrow morning at 10�30 a�m�

10/10/2017FF00400Acting Chairman  (Senator  Gerry Horkan): Is that agreed?  Agreed�

The Seanad adjourned at 7 p�m� until 10�30 a�m� on Wednesday, 11 October 2017�


