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Déardaoin, 8 Deireadh Fómhair 2015

Thursday, 8 October 2015

Chuaigh an Cathaoirleach i gceannas ar 10�30 a�m�

Machnamh agus Paidir.
Reflection and Prayer.

08/10/2015a00100Business of Seanad

08/10/2015A00200an Cathaoirleach: I have received notice from Senator Kathryn Reilly that, on the motion 
for the Commencement of the House today, she proposes to raise the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Education and Skills to discuss her Department’s priorities 
for the six-year investment programme from 2016 to 2021, what school building projects 
outside the five-year construction programme may be given funding arising from this and 
the eligibility criteria for projects to access this funding�

I have also received notice from Senator Mary White of the following matter:

The need for the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources to clarify 
whether it is possible for constituents to appeal their Eircode when it is different to the prop-
erty’s geographical address�

I have also received notice from Senator Trevor Ó Clochartaigh of the following matter:

An gá atá ann go dtabharfaidh an tAire Sláinte míniú cén chaoi a bheartaítear dul i ngleic 
leis an ngéarchéim reatha sna seirbhisí meabharshláinte i nGaillimh agus i Ros Comáin�

I regard the matters raised by the Senators as suitable for discussion and they will be taken 
now�

08/10/2015a00300Commencement Matters

Schools Building Projects expenditure
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08/10/2015A00500an Cathaoirleach: I welcome the Minister of State at the Department of Education and 
Skills and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Deputy Damien English, to the 
House�

08/10/2015A00600Senator  Kathryn reilly: I welcome the Minister of State back to the House�  On 30 Sep-
tember 2015, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Howlin, was in this 
House to speak on the budget�  On health, education and social protection he said, “Our com-
mitment to our citizens in these areas requires that we consider these trends into the future and 
make plans accordingly�”  Later in his speech, on the education brief, he spoke of, “our priori-
tisation of special education needs”�

Last week, the Government announced €3�8 billion in capital funding for education�  The 
document “Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021” notes on 
this funding that, “The key objective of this investment is to meet the demographic demand 
for school places, which will impact on the primary and post primary school sector during the 
period of the Plan and feed through to the further education and third level sectors thereafter�”  
The purpose of this capital allocation under this plan at primary level is to fund the delivery of 
a further 19,000 primary school places required by 2018�

From previous Commencement matters that I have raised, I am acutely aware that in terms 
of funding allocation priority is afforded to where “population growth has been identified and 
that there is a demographic challenge facing the education system”�  Over the past couple of 
months I have repeatedly raised in this House, including as recent as last week, the 24% increase 
over the past five years in enrolment at the Holy Family school in Cootehill, County Cavan.  
The school is not included in the five-year construction plan announced in 2012.  All going well 
in terms of progression of this project to the conclusion of Stage 2B, detailed design, including 
completion of the tender documents, will this school be allocated funding for the provision of 
new accommodation?  I am aware that increasing demographic demand is a consideration in 
terms of funding allocation but there is a real and pressing need for new accommodation at this 
school given, as I said, enrolments there have increased by 24% over the past five years.  The 
parents of children attending this school do not have the luxury of being able to pick and choose 
where their children go to school�  As I have repeatedly stated, the catchment area stretches be-
yond the town and village to the county boundaries�  As such, there is a demographic need for 
provision of this new accommodation�  Taking into account the need for wheelchair and other 
specialised equipment in the school, increasing enrolments and the fact that current space is 
being utilised to maximum capacity, it would be impossible for anybody to deny that in provid-
ing funding for this project we would be addressing the challenge facing the education system�

What are the priorities of the new capital investment programme?  Will projects outside the 
five-year construction plan be allocated funding under the new capital investment programme 
and, if so, what criteria will apply in respect of eligibility for that funding?

08/10/2015B00200Minister of State at the department of education and Skills  (deputy  damien eng-
lish): I thank Senator Reilly for raising this issue, which I am taking on behalf of my colleague, 
the Minister for Education and Skills, Deputy O’Sullivan, who cannot be here today�

In responding to the issue raised by the Senator I take this opportunity to remind the House 
of the significant challenges with which we are faced in terms of meeting increasing demand for 
pupil places throughout the country in the coming years and to clarify the position in relation to 
the Department’s priority for school infrastructure from 2016-2021�
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The Senator will be aware that the country has experienced an unprecedented population 
increase in recent years.  This demographic growth has posed a significant challenge for the 
provision of school places across all needs�  This challenge is set to continue�  The demographic 
projections show that enrolment at primary level will continue to increase substantially until at 
least 2019�  Primary school enrolments, which stood at 509,652 in July 2011, are expected to in-
crease to 570,000 by 2018, which equates to an increase in enrolments of over 64,000 since July 
2011�  Post-primary school enrolments, which stood at 317,432 in July 2011, are expected to 
increase to 385,000 by 2022, which equates to an increase in enrolments of some 68,000 since 
July 2011�   The demand for additional school places in the post primary sector will continue to 
increase until at least 2025 when enrolment figures are expected to reach in excess of 400,000.

In reviewing the need for additional school places, the approach taken by the Department 
is to identify the need for additional school places and then to examine the capacity of existing 
schools in the area to cater for the overall level of demand�  Decisions are then taken in relation 
to the need or otherwise for an additional school or the need to expand existing schools�  The 
Department is in the process of concluding an exercise to determine where additional school 
accommodation will be needed from 2017 onwards�  The demographic exercise encompassed 
all areas of the country�

The Senator will also be aware that significant capital funding will be invested in our educa-
tion system through the Government’s €27 billion capital programme announced on 29 Sep-
tember last�  Over the next six years, some €3�8 billion in direct funding will be invested in 
education projects.  By comparison, the initial allocation under the previous five-year capital 
programme was €2.2 billion.  This means there has been a significant increase in funding to 
match demand�  This level of allocation allows the Department of Education and Skills to de-
liver some 19,000 additional permanent primary school places, required by 2019 and 43,000 
additional post primary school places required by 2022�

The six-year plan prioritises new building projects as well as major extensions in areas 
where significant demographic need has been established, including special schools, which will 
provide for significant additional capacity to meet demographic growth.  The plan also provides 
for devolved funding for additional classrooms for schools outside the plan where an immedi-
ate enrolment need such as the appointment of an additional teacher has been identified.  It also 
prioritises projects that have a major deficit of mainstream accommodation capacity in respect 
of current enrolments, require major refurbishment and replacement of poor accommodation 
and which will also provide additional accommodation to meet increases in enrolments�  In ad-
dition, the plan includes funding to replace prefabs with permanent accommodation�

I am not in a position to give the Senator an answer today in regard to the particular school 
project she raised�  However, she will appreciate all of these issues are being examined and 
properly analysed, following which decisions will be made based on evidence and facts�  Most 
people would agree that the resources available under the five-year construction plan, which 
does not expire until end 2016, will be utilised to address demographic demands�  The school 
project referenced by the Senator will be examined in that context�  I reiterate that provision is 
made in the plan for special education needs demand�

08/10/2015B00300Senator  Kathryn reilly: I thank the Minister of State for his response and welcome the 
clarity provided therein�  I welcome in particular that the approach taken by the Department 
is to identify the need for additional school places and then to examine the capacity of exist-
ing schools in the area to cater for the overall level of demand�  I welcome also the Minister of 
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State’s clarification that the plan will prioritise new building projects and extensions in areas 
where specific demographic demand has been established, including special schools.

On each occasion this issue has been raised evidence of increased demographic demand 
has been provided�  Only last week, the Minister advised that such is the demographic need 
and demand an application for five additional classrooms has been added to the current plan.  I 
welcome the Minister of State’s clarity on this issue and ask that he relay to the Department the 
need for prioritisation of funding under the new plan for the Holy Family school project�

08/10/2015B00400deputy  damien english: I will relay the Senator’s concerns in relation to the school men-
tioned�  The overriding objective of the plan is to ensure that every child has access to a physical 
school place, including, where possible, through the replacement of poor accommodation�  The 
areas in respect of which demographic demand has been identified are the areas on which we 
need to concentrate�

08/10/2015B00500an Cathaoirleach: I welcome the Minister of State, Deputy Kathleen Lynch, to the House�

08/10/2015B00650Mental Health Services

08/10/2015B00700Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: Cuirim céad fáilte roimh an Aire Stáit�  Táim thar a 
bheith buíoch di as teacht isteach ar an gceist seo�

I hope the Minister of State is aware of the current crisis in the psychiatric services in Gal-
way�  I know she is aware of the issue that arose at that hospital last May, which led to nurses 
taking industrial action in relation to health and safety and staffing levels at the acute psychi-
atric unit�  Following that incident an implementation group was set up to try to resolve the 
issues.  Commitments were given in regard to staffing levels and the opening of a new unit that 
is available but is currently lying empty�  I am told that those commitments have not been met�

I understand there was chaos in the acute psychiatric unit in University Hospital Galway last 
weekend because there were insufficient staff to manage the unit.  I also understand that worker 
representatives spent the weekend trying to contact management who were responsible for the 
staffing of that unit but that they were not available or would not make themselves available to 
resolve the issues�  I am further told that the issues should have been resolved mid-week while 
people were in their offices and that staffing at the time of the chaos was at a level which raised 
huge concerns among staff in terms of their safety and that of patients�  This is not acceptable�  

This issue forms part of the broader picture of psychiatric services in the west, particularly 
the Galway-Roscommon area�  I am told by people who work in those services that the closure 
of the service in Ballinasloe has put added pressure on the psychiatric unit in UHG�  When that 
service was closed a commitment was given that a community psychiatric group, made up of 
approximately ten to 12 nurses who would work in the community, would be established to 
meet additional demand following the closure of the Ballinasloe units�  However, that group 
has not yet been established�  

I am aware that there are serious concerns about some of the homes in Roscommon, which 
are managed by the Galway-Roscommon PCCC�  It has raised huge concerns about the inci-
dents that have occurred there, which issues I have raised in this House previously�  I under-
stand there has been a reshuffle of management in the psychiatric and mental health services 
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in Galway�  Mental health and psychiatric services in Galway are chaotic�  Something must be 
done immediately because, according to worker representatives, staff and family members of 
patients at the unit, lives at being put in danger�  Their concern in this regard is real and genuine�  
Recently a patient admitted to the psychiatric unit in Galway somehow got out and was found 
some days later having hanged himself�  The family concerned is distraught over that incident�  
This is another disaster waiting to happen�  It is a serious issue that must be grasped and sorted 
out very quickly�  The review of the mental health services in Roscommon should be extended 
to Galway-Roscommon because the services there were managed by the same group of people 
and all those services were being exchanged and staff moved between the areas�  If it is a ques-
tion of resources, they need to be made available immediately to make sure, particularly in 
acute psychiatric situations, that there are enough staff and nurses to ensure the patients, doctors 
and other staff are safe�

08/10/2015C00200Minister of State at the department of Health  (deputy  Kathleen Lynch): The Senator 
may think this is patronising but I do not mean it to be but the reason I like taking Commence-
ment matters in the Seanad – although I would prefer if I did not have to do them so often – is 
that there is always that extra bit of time to flesh out the question posed.  When anyone dies by 
suicide, it is a tragedy�  I can only imagine the distress the family feels, especially when they 
thought their loved one was somewhere but then discovered he was not�  Equally, someone ad-
mitted to an acute unit in the psychiatric services is very distressed and these things will happen�  
It is very unfortunate and I can only imagine the distress of families and the chaos that suicide 
leaves behind and that is why I am very committed to the new strategy�  It is an awful thing for 
any family to have to experience�  I pray that none of us experiences it but that is not the reality 
as it does happen�

The reorganisation of the service in Galway-Roscommon is a priority of mine�  If anything 
I read out here, because I asked for a detailed response, is in conflict with the facts, I would 
very much appreciate if the Senator would tell me that at some stage�  I hope the answer will be 
satisfactory�  It is a service in transition and it needs time to bed down but people’s safety should 
be paramount in that process�

It is widely recognised that this Government has prioritised development of all aspects of 
mental health policy�  The explanation for that is the psychiatric service is different from the 
mental health services, which cover community-based and attitudinal problems�  Despite severe 
financial pressures overall, we have provided significant additional funding of €125 million 
since 2012 to enable the HSE implement the long overdue modernisation of our mental health 
services, in line with A Vision for Change�  Key to modernising services in line with current and 
future demand, and best international practice, is reorientation from a hospital and bed-based 
focus to developing structures and processes required for enhanced community-based provi-
sion�  In line with the national approach, Galway-Roscommon mental health services are com-
mitted to full implementation of A Vision for Change�  The HSE appointed an expert group to 
review community mental health services in the region, Galway-Roscommon, which reported 
in June 2014.  The group recommended a broad reconfiguration across the area, with a focus 
on enhanced community care through residential and other community settings and a realloca-
tion of resources across both counties�  The HSE in the Galway-Roscommon administrative 
area provides an inpatient and community mental health service for a population of 314,000�  It 
is well advanced in implementing A Vision for Change, including adopting the recommended 
population sectors of 50,000, appointing team co-ordinators, and developing an overarching 
clinical governance model�  The number of acute beds is well within the recommendations of A 
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Vision for Change, which indicates 50 beds per 300,000 people�  Galway and Roscommon has 
67 beds in total, 45 in Galway and 22 in Roscommon, for a population of 314,000�  This will 
increase by a further five beds in Galway with the opening of the new acute unit there in early 
2017� 

When we started to realise that there was a difficulty there, we put a particular focus on 
that area.  The HSE has secured significant additional new staff posts for Galway-Roscommon 
since 2012, including additional consultants in the areas of general adult community mental 
health teams, psychiatry of later life teams and rehabilitation and recovery teams�  Allied staff 
include occupational therapists, community mental health nurses, social workers and psycholo-
gists�  The service in Galway-Roscommon has a nursing complement of over 400 whole-time 
equivalents�  It had funding of €62�3 million in 2013, €63�4 million in 2014 and an allocation 
of €65 million this year before receiving its share of the 2015 development funding, which 
was the ring-fenced funding for development posts�  It should be noted that the service has 
mental health spending of approximately €190 per head of population which, when adjusted 
for deprivation indices, compares very favourably to the national average of €161�  Therefore, 
funding is not a core problem for mental health services, either in HSE west or nationally�  This 
is one of the few areas that had an increase in funding�  There are, however, acknowledged 
staff recruitment and retention difficulties generally, symptomatic of the wider health system 
which are being addressed in this context�  The problems we are experiencing now will not help 
that.  Recruitment is becoming easier but it is still difficult.  Notwithstanding such difficulties, 
an additional 16 staff are being recruited for the community home-based intensive treatment 
team, as an alternative to admission to Galway University Hospital�  The Roscommon area has 
developed a home-based intensive treatment team, since February this year�  The acute unit in 
Galway continues to recruit additional nursing staff�  Based on a Labour Relations Commis-
sion agreement in early June 2015, this includes two clinical nurse managers, five registered 
psychiatric nurses, one suicide crisis assessment nurse and progressing registration for 12 post-
graduate nurses�  In addition, six clinical nurse managers and ten staff nurses are in the process 
of recruitment�

I understand that local HSE management has recently met with the Health and Safety Au-
thority, HSA, and staff representatives, and that all concerns highlighted regarding health and 
safety are being addressed as constructively as possible�  These things sometimes take time and 
they are not as straightforward as we like to think they are�  Any indication that Galway mental 
health service is an unsafe service is unfounded and any patient or staff member requiring as-
sistance from the service is encouraged to ask for it�  I particularly mention from time to time 
that staff need support in this type of service, which is demanding and challenging�  We always 
hear about the acute hospitals and yet the most challenging of all is the service delivered by our 
extremely qualified staff in the acute mental health units.

08/10/2015C00300Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: I agree with the Minister of State’s initial statement 
about distressed people in situations of suicide�  The family’s question is how was such a person 
allowed to leave the place�

08/10/2015C00400deputy  Kathleen Lynch: It does happen; that is my point�

08/10/2015C00500Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: It should not be happening and we need to examine 
that another day�  The one phrase in the Minister of State’s reply I take umbrage with is: “Any 
indication that Galway mental health service is an unsafe service is unfounded, � � �”�  After a 
weekend like last weekend when an acute psychiatric unit was short four nurses and the nurses 
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feel patient safety and their own safety is in question is an indication that a service is unsafe�

There are lots of promises in the reply about staff being recruited, and I appreciate there are 
difficulties in taking on staff.  Is the Minister of State confident that next weekend and the week-
end after, the situation in Galway will not be the same and the acute psychiatric unit will be 
four nurses short?  Does she have absolute confidence that the management of Saolta University 
Health Care Group will have the proper complement of nurses available in the acute psychiatric 
unit to ensure that nurses and patients will have no health and safety problems?

08/10/2015C00600deputy  Kathleen Lynch: The management reconfiguration is recent as the Senator knows, 
and I have every confidence in the management.  I do not think anyone, no matter who, no 
matter what status, whether Taoiseach, President or Minister, can guarantee that things will not 
happen�

11 o’clock

Following my investigation into the matters raised by the Senator, I can tell him that there 
are sufficient staff to ensure the shortages we see at weekends do not happen.  I do not know 
whether it is a management issue or whether other issues are coming into play but I will make 
further inquiries�  I try to be as honest and open as possible as I do not believe in fudging matters 
but I cannot guarantee any of those things�  I am not there and I am not the person microman-
aging the system�  When resources are an issue, I will do my best to deal with that but it is not 
my job to get into how something is managed at local level�  I will make further inquiries but I 
cannot guarantee that people will not be missing next weekend�  With the resources that have 
been put in, this should not happen

08/10/2015D00200Senator  Trevor Ó Clochartaigh: Is it not ultimately the Minister of State’s responsibility?

08/10/2015D00300deputy  Kathleen Lynch: Ultimately, the buck stops on my desk but how a resource is 
managed is an issue for managers�  If somebody comes to me and tells me they are short of 
ten nurses, it is my job to get the resources to deliver those nurses�  Sometimes it is not pos-
sible because of issues relating to recruitment but it is my job to ensure it happens as quickly 
as possible.  I have confidence in the management; I would not have approved this if I did not.  
We are dealing with acute mental health services which, by their very nature, have particular 
difficulties.  To say the service is unsafe would unnecessarily frighten people who are not in 
the service but who need it.  I have every confidence in the staff working in the psychiatric and 
mental health services, who are incredibly well trained and very dedicated.  I have confidence 
in the safety of the service but, from time to time, things do go wrong�

08/10/2015d00400Postal Codes

08/10/2015D00500Senator  Mary M. White: The Minister of State is very welcome�  I sincerely wish her 
every success in the forthcoming general election�  I appreciate her friendship and the warmth 
she has shown throughout the years since I got to know her�  My question is to the Minister for 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources�  I ask him to clarify whether it is possible 
for constituents to appeal their Eircode when it is different from the property’s geographical 
address�

Dublin residents have raised with me serious concerns about the new Eircode system which 
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places them in an area geographically different from their actual home address.  Significant 
changes in the traditional, designated districts have caused great upset�  For example, there are 
people all over Ireland who have been located in geographically incorrect towns, counties and 
even provinces�  The system has even located Shannon Airport in County Limerick, whereas we 
all know it is in County Clare, while residents in Leixlip have had Naas added to their address�  
West Wicklow homes have got a Kildare postcode and, according to Eircode, people from Dub-
lin 16 actually live in Dublin 24�  The list of inaccuracies is endless�  

In other countries, codes are assigned in an orderly fashion and as a result houses and ar-
eas that are close to each other have a similar or the same code�  The new Eircode system has 
created amazing confusion�  Every Government agency I have contacted about this issue has 
completely washed its hands of it�  The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources redirected me to Capita, which subsequently told me the issue was out of its control 
as the postcodes are assigned by An Post�  It is absolutely absurd that this new Eircode system 
is live when it is so riddled with flaws.  

The system is not fit for purpose in its current form and, strictly speaking, it is not even a 
postcode system�  Even at this late stage, a period of up to one year for an appeal process relat-
ing to the Eircode anomaly should be established�  It is common sense�  The Minister should 
arrange a consultation with citizens and communities who have legitimate grievances and be 
ready to make adjustments�  After all, we live in a democracy�

08/10/2015D00600deputy  Kathleen Lynch: I thank the Senator and wish her all the best in the upcoming 
election, whenever that will be�

08/10/2015D00700Senator  Mary M. White: It sounds like November�

08/10/2015D00800deputy  Kathleen Lynch: Speculation is rife but I am not sure it is correct�

I am taking this matter on behalf of the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources, Deputy Alex White�  I thank Senator Mary White for giving me the opportunity to 
address the Seanad on this matter�  The Minister was delighted to launch Eircode, the new na-
tional postcode system for Ireland, this summer.  Ireland is the first country in the world to have 
a unique identifier for all properties in the State.  Unlike other countries, where postcodes define 
clusters or groups of addresses, an Eircode identifies an individual address, rural or urban, and 
shows exactly where that property is located�  The postcode contractor, Capita, with assistance 
from the postmen and postwomen from An Post successfully delivered a letter to all 2�2 million 
residential and business addresses notifying them of their Eircode throughout Ireland during 
July of this year�  Another exciting development during the launch was the new online Eircode 
finder tool on the website www.eircode.ie.  The Eircode finder, is an Eircode look-up applica-
tion that helps citizens and businesses to look up or check Eircodes using a smartphone or a 
computer�

The most comprehensive address database available in the country is the postal address 
database which is owned by GeoDirectory, a subsidiary company of An Post and Ordnance 
Survey Ireland�  The GeoDirectory database is provided under licence by An Post GeoDirec-
tory, APG, to Eircode�  The GeoDirectory database was used because it is the sole authoritative 
database in the State for all postal addresses�

It is very important to note that with the introduction of Eircodes, addresses are not chang-
ing and people do not need to change the address that they normally use�  The addresses dis-
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played on the Eircode finder and on the letters that were sent out to every address in the country 
are postal addresses as used by An Post.  These were used to ensure accurate and efficient 
delivery of the Eircode notification letters and may have differed from the property’s geographi-
cal address�  Some postal addresses include a post town and county that are different from the 
geographical county of the address�  Whether constituents choose to use the postal address or 
another form of address, such as the geographical address, the Eircode for the property does 
not change�

The Eircode is structured so that the first three digits which refer to a routing key are aligned 
with An Post delivery districts�  This is to ensure that the codes are compatible with An Post 
mailing systems�  In order to ensure that An Post can deliver mail, it is not possible to allow 
constituents to change their Eircode as this would present problems for An Post�  This situation 
has always applied in relation to Dublin postal districts where the Dublin postcode, once as-
signed, could not be changed by An Post�  The same principle applies to the national system of 
postcodes�  It is not possible to change an Eircode but constituents are entitled to use whatever 
form of address they normally use along with the Eircode�

There are many variations of addresses used in rural Ireland but these occur even in urban 
areas�  The Eircode address database contains a number of alias addresses for each postal ad-
dress�  If members of the public feel that their postal address is incorrect they may wish to in-
form An Post�  An Post will investigate the matter and if it decides to amend the address it will 
update its central database.  Eircode will update its database every three months to reflect the 
quarterly source data updates it receives from An Post GeoDirectory�  What the reply is really 
saying is that in terms of the address at which I reside - I am sure it is the same for the Senator 
because we both live in urban areas and know that even in such areas addresses can differ - there 
are, for example, three different places named Fairhill in Cork and all of them are located within 
a small geographic area�  One’s postman and postwoman will know which is the correct on in 
terms of delivery�  I have two separate addresses and I can use either one because they relate to 
the same location.  What the reply is saying is that Eircode is the single identifier, even though 
one’s address might vary from time to time.  The single identifier relates to the system used by 
An Post�  I know a little bit about the matter because my daughter happens to be a postwoman�  
The machinery identifies it and that is the key part.  I understand how the matter can be confus-
ing for people, especially those who live in rural areas where, for example, there can be differ-
ent townlands, parishes, etc.  The measure is most definitely designed to ensure that An Post 
gets it right rather than to cater for what an individual or property owner needs�

08/10/2015E00200Senator  Mary M. White: I am still unclear about the matter�  I must take this opportu-
nity to refer to a recent report compiled by the Comptroller and Auditor General, Mr� Seamus 
McCarthy�  He has major concerns about how taxpayers’ money has been spent on Eircode 
during the past five years.  In 2009 it was estimated that Eircode would cost €18 million over 
an 18-month period�  Based on a review of costs to date, it is now estimated that it cost in the 
region of €38 million�

08/10/2015E00300an Cathaoirleach: The Senator has veered away from discussing the matter that she tabled�

08/10/2015E00400Senator  Mary M. White: Cost is very much part of the mess�

08/10/2015E00500an Cathaoirleach: It is not part of the matter that has been tabled�

08/10/2015E00600Senator  Mary M. White: Mr� McCarthy claimed that there is a lack of clarity regarding 
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overall achievements since the implementation of Eircode�  He said that there were serious 
concerns regarding the non-competitive basis on which consultants were engaged and that there 
were significant delays.  This is a very serious matter.  Tenders were awarded without going 
through the proper competitive process�

I still want to know what happens if people have a problem with Eircode, as it has been 
designated�  Is there an appeals process available to change an address?

08/10/2015E00700deputy  Kathleen Lynch: It would appear from the reply I gave on behalf of the Minister 
for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources that there is not an appeals process per 
se�  Clearly, it is indicated in the reply that if people feel their addresses have been wrongly 
indicated, they can get in touch with An Post which will investigate the matter�  If a concern is 
upheld then An Post will alter the database�  There is a mechanism to appeal but I am not certain 
one could call it an appeals system, the matter about which the Senator is really concerned�

08/10/2015E00800Senator  Mary M. White: Yes�

08/10/2015E00900deputy  Kathleen Lynch: I do not have the details on the other concerns expressed by the 
Senator�  If I had, I would communicate them to her�  I do not have details on the process�  I do 
not think there is a central appeals mechanism but there is a process by means of which one can 
contact An Post to outline a concern�  As stated, An Post’s database will be updated every three 
months and, therefore, it will not take a year for a change to be registered�  I presume that if a 
concern is upheld, the database will be corrected within three months�

08/10/2015E01000an Cathaoirleach: I thank the Minister of State�

Sitting suspended at 11.15 a.m. and resumed at 11.30 a.m.

08/10/2015G00100Order of Business

08/10/2015G00200Senator  ivana Bacik: The Order of Business is No� 1, motion re arrangements for the sit-
ting of the House next Tuesday, 13 October, to be taken without debate immediately after the 
Order of Business; and No� 2, statements on Ireland’s performance in Horizon 2020 to date, to 
be taken at 1 p�m� and conclude at 3 p�m�, if not previously concluded, with the contributions of 
group spokespersons not to exceed eight minutes and those of all other Senators not to exceed 
five minutes and the Minister to be called on to reply not later that 2.55 p.m.

08/10/2015G00300Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: This is the last day ahead of the budget, which is to be an-
nounced next Tuesday, on which we will have an Order of Business�  It would, be remiss of 
me, therefore, not to mention some elements of the budget and the arithmetic being used�  We 
had a welcome debate with the Minister of State, Deputy Simon Harris, on the budget and the 
latitude within the European fiscal framework, with which Ireland has to contend.  Depending 
on whether one is listening to the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council or the Department of Finance, 
the figure is somewhere between €1.2 billion and €1.5 billion.  It, therefore, comes down to 
choices�
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The country is experiencing a number of crises�  We have all received representations from 
individuals who are either homeless or living in accommodation which is inappropriate for rais-
ing a family�  Today the biggest crisis is that people cannot afford to buy a house or are living in 
hotel accommodation�  That is an indictment of our times and an issue which must be tackled�  
Unfortunately, this morning we read in the national media that the Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government is considering bailing out developers in the budget by 
way of a differential for those developers who sell below market price where they have a certain 
number of units to sell�  Bailing out developers in Dublin or across the country would be a cry-
ing shame and akin to bailing out bondholders�  It would have huge economic consequences 
for the housing market, ultimately lead to pricing individuals out of the market and have other 
negative knock-on consequences�  Apart from the fact that the taxpayer would be paying for it, 
it would have a ripple effect on the housing market�  That would be the wrong road to go down 
and I call on the Minister for Finance to resist any such attempt�

We need to provide houses, but that can be done through a social housing budget which 
would allow people to gain access to a local authority house�  When the Government took of-
fice in 2011, the social housing budget for local authorities was €1 billion.  At the end of last 
year, it was approximately €500 million�  A capital programme has been announced, but it is 
taking much too long to roll it out and make housing available�  It would be better for the Gov-
ernment to free up some NAMA properties and make them available to individuals in need of 
housing�  This budget is about choice; the choice to support those who are less well-off versus 
those who are on higher incomes�  We know that only 21�5% of those who earn a salary earn 
above €50,000�  This means that 79% of workers earn below €50,000 with 26% earning below 
€15,000.  We need to recognise these figures in budget 2015 and that it is not all about protect-
ing the sheltered or those who are better off�  It is middle Ireland and those who are less well-off 
who need to be protected in this budget�  I hope that when Members of this House scrutinise 
the budget it will stand up to that scrutiny�  According to leaked reports I believe that the budget 
will not stand up to the scrutiny, even though there is the fiscal latitude to do so.  It comes down 
to choices and on Tuesday, 13 October we will see what the Labour Party influence is on the 
budget but I would hesitate to say that it would be a positive influence.

This morning I was alarmed that a Labour Party Minister for the environment could stand 
over a policy which would bail out developers�  A party which criticised other parties for sup-
porting developers in the past is now going down the road of providing taxpayers’ money to bail 
out developers and this is the wrong road�  It is the wrong way to go and I believe it will lead to 
major consequences in our housing supply chain in the coming years�

08/10/2015H00200Senator  Paul Coghlan: With respect, I believe that Senator Ó Domhnaill will be pleas-
antly surprised next Tuesday when he learns of the measures that-----

08/10/2015H00300Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: I have no vested interest in auctioneering�

08/10/2015H00400Senator  Paul Coghlan: I know that�

08/10/2015H00500Senator  diarmuid Wilson: Has the Government leaked the budget to Senator Coghlan?

08/10/2015H00600Senator  Paul Coghlan: I am referring to social housing, so my advice to the Senator is to 
hold his fire.  I look forward to what he has to say post budget.

I welcome the response received from the Minister of State to last evening’s Private Mem-
bers’ motion.  We are all aware of the difficulties with the State Claims Agency and the lengthy 
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legal difficulties, with which Senator Donovan is more familiar than many of us are.  These 
claims have become bogged down, they are lengthy and costly for people and there can be fault, 
as we know, on both sides�  I welcome the very positive response the motion received from the 
Minister of State�  An assurance was obtained from her that there will be a review of the State 
Claims Agency and how the claims are handled�  I have no doubt that there will be a more 
user-friendly approach in the future and there will be a prompt no-fault system of settlement 
and compensation where people will engage with one another and where compromise may be 
reached in some cases�  By engaging with each other, both sides will see the light and matters 
will be settled�  That is the way to go forward and I very much welcome it�

08/10/2015H00700Senator  Sean d. Barrett: I echo Senator Coghlan’s comments�  I compliment the Labour 
Party Senators, in particular Senators Whelan and Landy, and the Minister of State, Deputy 
Ann Phelan, for agreeing to study the question of legal costs and the substitution of a no-fault 
system for the adversarial system�  It is a most interesting matter as we do have high legal costs 
in Ireland.  A figure in the NTMA annual report 2014 is for an award of €1.9 million to a child 
who received catastrophic injuries�  The legal costs in that case were over €1 million�  The Tax-
ing Master reduced those legal costs to €373,500�  Does a no-fault system encourage frivolous, 
vexatious or badly-proven claims?  Does the adversarial system curb those?  Does the adver-
sarial system cost too much?  It is a most interesting reform and I wish that study well�

I wish to extend congratulations to the staff and students of Magee College, Ulster Uni-
versity, Derry, which celebrates 150 years next week�  I congratulate their provost, Professor 
Deirdre Heenan, as they come together to celebrate that anniversary�  It is a remarkable col-
lege in the history of this country�  Members may recall that when the Lockwood committee 
recommended the closure of Magee College in 1961 - it was then operating as a junior college 
of Trinity College Dublin - it brought together both sides of the Derry community for the first 
time�  The links in scholarship include such distinguished people as Professor Terence Brown 
and Professor Aidan Clarke, two well-known people in the humanities�  The college now has 
4,000 students�  One would not dream of closing a university of that size today�  The population 
of Derry has doubled since the 1960s from 54,000 to 108,000�

The Magee College anniversary celebrates a community that came together in a foretaste 
of many cases of co-operation between both sides of the community in Derry�  It showed the 
way ahead to the power sharing Executive that we have today�  It celebrates the rise of Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, Mr� John Hume, in public life and the period when he had the support of 
the Unionist Lord Mayor of Londonderry, as it was�  It celebrates the success of the north west, 
under new political arrangements in Northern Ireland and the success of education in the com-
munity, and in particular in the city of Derry�  It also celebrates the contribution made to this 
island by the Presbyterian community, the largest denomination of the Protestant community in 
Northern Ireland�  It celebrates a city that was proud to stand by its university when bureaucrats 
and politicians of a different hue sought to shut it down�  The anniversary is a great social, po-
litical and educational event that will be celebrated in Derry next week�

08/10/2015H00800Senator  aideen Hayden: I take issue with what Senator Ó Domhnaill said regarding the 
current housing policy�  I do agree and accept that we need to have a more comprehensive de-
bate on the issue of housing but there are a few points to remember�  We would now have 25,000 
extra social housing units if Fianna Fáil had not rowed back on the Planning and Development 
Act, Part V, contribution to housing supply�  We would not have bankrupt developers had it 
not been for the collapse of the economy under Fianna Fáil’s leadership�  We would not have a 
banking system now that will not lend to those developers who survived the crash if the banking 
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system had not collapsed under a Fianna Fáil Government�

The bottom line remains, as Governor Honohan said at the finance committee, that there is 
an equity gap�  It is a major issue that developers can only borrow approximately 60% of the 
funds they need in order to construct the numbers of units we require�  The proposal - the accu-
racy of which we do not know, as I only read about it in this morning’s Irish Independent - does 
suggest that the Government is going to take steps to address the equity gap which developers 
face�  We had a construction sector that constituted 20% of the economy - way over and above 
a healthy percentage for such a sector in any developed economy - which collapsed to 5%�  If 
that sector is to return to a normal rate of 10% or 11% of the economy then this Government or 
another is going to have to help it and that is a fact�

08/10/2015H00900Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: The market will rebalance itself�  Government intervention 
is absolutely not warranted�

08/10/2015H01000Senator  aideen Hayden: There has been no suggestion-----

08/10/2015H01100Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: The Senator contradicts herself-----

08/10/2015H01200an Cathaoirleach: Senator Hayden, without interruption�

08/10/2015H01300Senator  aideen Hayden: There has been no suggestion whatsoever that these proposed 
measures will take away from the social housing programme�  The social housing programme 
has been announced and funding has been secured�  It is the most adventurous social housing 
programme in the history of the State going back to 1922�  It is something that this Government 
can be very proud of�

I will conclude with some figures from a report issued yesterday by the ESRI.  It shows 
that in some urban schools, and one in particular, up to 12% of the children were experiencing 
homelessness�  This is the situation in a number of urban schools�  This is our last opportunity 
in advance of the budget to ask that a strong message be sent back to those who are controlling 
the purse strings to ensure that every homeless child gets the education that he or she needs and 
deserves, and that they do not end up on the streets of education because of their homelessness�

08/10/2015H01400Senator  denis O’donovan: I believe we should have a serious debate in this House, what-
ever the budget will do next week, regarding the situation of those who are homeless and those 
who are on housing waiting lists.  It is not going to be a quick fix message.  Whatever one says 
about what happened five, ten or 12 years ago, the reality is that this budget and the forthcom-
ing general election, regardless of whether it will be, as Fine Gael wish, on 20 November or as 
the Labour Party would like to see it in late February or early March, the Labour Party will be 
judged on the merits of what has been delivered�  Let us face reality here�  I have been in this 
House for a long time and I spent some years in this city as a student�  I have never seen the 
homelessness problem in Dublin as serious as it is now�  It is at a crisis point�  Social housing 
not just in Dublin but throughout the country has been at a standstill�  The number on the hous-
ing waiting list is so severe that no measures the Government might introduce in the forthcom-
ing budget will come anywhere near solving it in the short term�  Over the past three years, the 
problem has got more acute�

Throughout the country there are empty houses�  NAMA, which in effect is a State agency, 
has scores of houses and scores of estates that are unfinished.  Something serious needs to be 
done to address the housing crisis�  There is no point in saying, “Fianna Fáil did this and we 
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did that.”  The Government has had almost a five-year tenure.  In many instances, both in this 
House and in the other one, our party has co-operated with and endorsed some of the policies 
the Government introduced�  However, we cannot endorse or condone the serious situation out 
there with those on housing waiting lists, people living in cars, and people living in bed and 
breakfasts and hotels in this city�  It is a really serious issue that will jump up and bite Fine Gael 
and the Labour Party in the forthcoming election�  It is a very sad situation�

The Government side should reflect on a report on property by Mr. Justice Kenny in the 
mid-1970s and eke away at the notion of a society with haves and have-nots�  The Kenny report 
was put on the shelf and ignored by the then Fine Gael-Labour Party coalition in the mid-1970s�  
My party in power ignored it and it may be about time for our society to seriously consider the 
progression of the whole area of property rights�  I am not against that notion, but we must con-
sider the exigencies of the common good and bring a balance to the debate about property�  It 
may be necessary to revisit the Kenny report or even tweak the Constitution to ensure citizens 
of this country do not face decades without a home, as that would be a society that is going 
down the wrong road�

08/10/2015J00200Senator  Michael d’arcy: I have raised the issue of domestic violence on a number of 
occasions in the past and I call for a specific debate on it.  I hope we can have open and clear 
debate to allow us to discuss the matter�  I know it is a very displeasing and unpleasant topic, 
but that is why we are here and why we should take the opportunity to discuss this matter�  A 
few months ago a young woman brought the topic into the public spotlight and a major light 
was shone on domestic violence�  I am raising it because the problem is rampant, especially 
in the economic downturn�  We have not stepped up to have a good look at this�  I ask for the 
Minister for Justice and Equality to come to the House to discuss it and see if we can have an 
impact on it�

I wish to raise the humanitarian crisis in the Middle East and specifically as it affects the 
Yazidi people in Syria and Iraq�  On BBC Radio 4 this morning, a female parliamentarian from 
Iraq outlined the calamity being faced by those people�  Anyone who heard that woman’s voice 
would realise that the world community is letting down a people who are being abused in an 
abominable way.  If possible, we should focus on one specific aspect because they are a people 
who have been maligned in a most despicable way�  I ask for that debate to be held sooner rather 
than later�

08/10/2015J00300Senator  diarmuid Wilson: I join colleagues in welcoming yesterday’s announcement by 
the Minister of State, Deputy Ann Phelan, in this House in response to the Private Members’ 
motion tabled by Senators Whelan and Landy�  She agreed to review the legal costs associ-
ated with the State Claims Agency and also look at the manner in which claimants or potential 
claimants are dealt with by that agency while protecting the interests of the taxpayer�

I concur with what my party’s leader in this House and Senator O’Donovan said about the 
housing crisis�  It is an emergency, as has been stated on many occasions in this House and 
the Lower House and by those working most closely with the people involved in the crisis�  
I include in that Senator Hayden and I acknowledge the excellent work she and her agency, 
Threshold, have done throughout the years�

I ask the Deputy Leader to clarify for the Members of this House and for the nation in gen-
eral when the Labour Party believes the Taoiseach will call the general election�
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08/10/2015J00400an Cathaoirleach: We are on the Order of Business�

08/10/2015J00500Senator  diarmuid Wilson: This is very much on the Order of Business�

08/10/2015J00600Senator  Paul Coghlan: The Senator’s guess would be as good anyone’s�

08/10/2015J00700Senator  diarmuid Wilson: It is to do with how long the Order of Business will last in this 
particular Seanad�  The Deputy Leader might clarify when that election might take place as far 
as the Labour Party is concerned�

08/10/2015J00800Senator  denis O’donovan: Will she reiterate the commitment given by the Minister, 
Deputy Jan O’Sullivan?

08/10/2015J00900Senator  diarmuid Wilson: They have been joined at the hip in government for the past 
four and a half years�  Both parties gave a commitment that the Government would see out its 
five-year term.  We learn that the Taoiseach’s main advisers in pressing him to go to the country 
in early November are the former Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment and now Commissioner, Mr� Hogan, who incidentally made a hames of everything he 
touched, from the so-called reform of local government-----

08/10/2015J01000an Cathaoirleach: On the Order of Business�

08/10/2015J01100Senator  diarmuid Wilson: ----- to the mess he made of Irish Water�  Incidentally, midnight 
tonight is the deadline for applying to the Department of Social Protection for the so-called con-
servation grant�  It is ironic that more people have applied for the grant than actually paid the 
water charges�  Tens of thousands of people who did not get around to registering with Irish 
Water but paid their bills will not qualify for the grant while people who got bills, registered 
with Irish Water and did not pay them, will�  That is part of the legacy of one of the Taoiseach’s 
main advisers, Commissioner Hogan�

08/10/2015J01200an Cathaoirleach: The Senator is way over time�

08/10/2015J01300Senator  diarmuid Wilson: The other person is the Minister for Finance, who has inciden-
tally cut the Labour Party adrift by arrogantly talking to Independents about the formation of 
the next Government before the people have had a chance to have their say�  As well as crucify-
ing the ordinary people of the country-----

08/10/2015J01400an Cathaoirleach: The Senator is way over time this morning�

08/10/2015J01500Senator  diarmuid Wilson: -----he was part of the so-called dream team that nearly wiped 
out Fine Gael when he led that party into a general election in 2002�  I ask the Deputy Leader to 
clarify the position of Labour�  Is she accepting that her party has been cut adrift?

08/10/2015J01600an Cathaoirleach: I call Senator O’Keeffe�

08/10/2015J01700Senator  diarmuid Wilson: In cutting it adrift, the Taoiseach has accepted that it will be 
annihilated�

08/10/2015J01800Senator  Susan O’Keeffe: That was a cheap political broadcast�

On the matter of housing and the homeless crisis, it is clear that much work has been done�  
While there is a long way to go, a plan is being put in place�  Like everything that is compli-
cated, it is not simply a matter of finding everybody who does not have a home and saying, 
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“Here, there’s a home�”  Everybody who tries to reduce it to such a simplistic argument is 
merely insulting not only the people who are trying to solve the crisis but also those people who 
are homeless�  Unfortunately, it takes longer than it appears on paper�  This week the Minister, 
Deputy Kelly, has suggested that if any of the religious with properties that are currently empty 
want to offer those properties for use on a temporary basis, he and his departmental officials 
will do everything in their power to assist that use�

12 o’clock

It seems at least to be a practical suggestion for some of those who are homeless, although 
it should only be seen as a stop-gap measure�

  I welcome today’s announcement by the supermarket Lidl, which has joined the campaign 
for the living wage�  This is the kind of campaign that can be a real game changer for the way in 
which we treat our workers�  People need not just enough money to get from A to B, but enough 
to live�  The living wage is an independently approved sum standing currently at €11�50 per 
hour�  It is fair to say that Lidl already pays many of its own employees above that amount but 
it is now committing that everybody will get it at the very least�

  This was one of things the Government pledged�  The Labour Party particularly wished to 
see it being brought forward under the remit of the Minister of State, Deputy Nash�  We are not 
just a country to do business in but a good country in which to live�  Even with all the stresses 
and strains, it is time to say that people matter most.  If we can find a way to encourage others 
to join the living wage campaign, we will have done something very significant for many who 
are still earning the minimum wage�  We can talk about wage cuts and the top earners, yet there 
are more people earning at the minimum wage than we realise�  I congratulate the Minister of 
State, Deputy Nash, on his work, thank Lidl for joining and hope others will join too�

08/10/2015K00200Senator  Paschal Mooney: I am delighted for the workers in Lidl but I think it is somewhat 
ironic that the Labour Party is welcoming this in the same week the trade union movement is 
debating whether it should cut its financial links with that party.  Mandate, the union that repre-
sents a lot of the retail outlets----

08/10/2015K00300Senator  Susan O’Keeffe: It is not happening�  Senator Mooney is not listening�

08/10/2015K00400Senator  Paul Coghlan: He is not listening�

08/10/2015K00500Senator  Paschal Mooney: Mandate has given it a qualified welcome because Lidl, as ev-
erybody knows, does not recognise trade unions�  I caution the Labour Party that while it is, of 
course, great news for the workers in Lidl, there are other issues, as Mandate has pointed out, 
concerning contracts and terms of employment, which also need to be addressed�

The main reason I rise is that my colleague, the leader of the Fianna Fáil group, has been 
raising an issue over a number of months regarding vaccination awareness.  Specifically, he has 
raised the Gardasil injection given to young girls between 12 and 17, ostensibly to help them 
avoid contracting cervical cancer in their later years�  We met with a support group whose web-
site is regret.ie.  The website contains testimonials from girls who have had the vaccination in 
Ireland�  There are related, international testimonials on a website called sanevax.org�

I am serving notice that Fianna Fáil Senators intend formulating a motion to invite the 
Minister for Health, Deputy Varadkar, who has refused to meet with this support group, to the 
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House to explain national policy on this vaccination process�  At the time of vaccination, the 
HSE does not provide the patient information leaflet which accompanies this medication to 
parents�  It says the girl should tell her health care provider if she experiences any of the known 
side effects, of which there are 21�  I have testimonials from young girls between 12 and 17 who 
have been confined to their beds; are in psychiatric units; are suffering from terminal fatigue; or 
have had their fledgling football and sporting careers disrupted to the point where they can no 
longer play games - all because of this vaccination�  

The medical profession is protecting the pharmaceutical companies by denying there are 
any adverse side effects�  The HSE is acting disgracefully by not providing the information leaf-
let.  If we purchase medicine in a pharmacy, we will get an information leaflet explaining what 
the medication is, how it is to be used, and what side effects are possible�  That information is 
not being provided to parents before they sign the consent form to allow their young girls - as 
young as 12 - receive the vaccine�  I know of one girl of only 15 years of age who, three days 
after she got the vaccination, collapsed and is in a psychiatric unit�

This is an appalling vista�  I could not believe what I was listening to�  The more I have 
delved into this, the more I believe it is a national disgrace�  I am not calling for it to be stopped 
as it is of benefit but I, along with my colleagues, will continue to ask that the full information 
is given as provided by the pharmaceutical company itself�  That is a basic requirement so that 
parents can make an informed choice.  The HSE has its own old leaflet out there which is only 
whitewash�  This vaccination is obviously having a serious adverse effect on the lives of our 
young girls, not just in Ireland but worldwide.  There are now over 100 at least identified in 
this----

08/10/2015K00600an Cathaoirleach: Senator, you are way over time�

08/10/2015K00700Senator  Paschal Mooney: Thank you.  There are at least 100 identified in this country and 
many more out there�  There are parents who probably think their daughter is unique, yet they 
are part of this growing pattern�  I am putting the House on notice that we will table a motion 
here, which I hope will get all-party support�

08/10/2015K00800Senator  eamonn Coghlan: Every weekend, sport in Ireland plays a major role in our soci-
ety�  Tonight, Ireland is playing Germany, the world champions, in the Aviva stadium, hopefully 
qualifying for the European Championships�  On Sunday, Ireland plays France, hoping to top 
the group for the rugby quarter final the following week.  Between tonight and Sunday, mil-
lions of people and hundreds of thousands of volunteers in their respective villages, towns and 
communities will be participating in sport�  This morning I was at the launch of the Federation 
of Irish Sport’s Manifesto for Irish Sport�  While I welcome the news that the Minister of State, 
Deputy Ring, will be announcing the €41 million for the sports capital programme, on behalf 
of the Federation of Irish Sport, I am calling for a serious debate in the Seanad�  I call on the 
Government to take sports more seriously than it has been�  

The Manifesto for Irish Sport calls on the Government to adopt and implement a serious 
sports strategy�  We know how important it is socially and economically�  It recommends the 
restoration of funding for sport to 2008 levels by 2021 and that we should treat sport on a par 
with non-profit organisations, by introducing tax relief on donations to sports.  The Government 
should also develop a specialist entity, which would be dedicated to looking after how sports 
can economically benefit Ireland.  There should be an agency for the sports tourism industry.  
After all, €450 billion worldwide is spent on sport�  Ireland can share in a major part of that and 
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give our sportspeople an opportunity to compete on a world level here at home�

08/10/2015K00900Senator  Fidelma Healy eames: I am shocked by the testimony which Senator Mooney 
has put on the record of this House about the HPV vaccine�  My daughter has received that vac-
cine in the last two years�  God almighty, these testimonies are absolutely shocking�  It is putting 
the quality of life of our children and young women at risk�  This needs an urgent inquiry�  We 
have got to do something about it�  When we, as parents, are advised to vaccinate our children, 
we trust those responsible for public health measures have done their homework�  Did this vac-
cine receive testimonials such as this in other countries?

08/10/2015L00200Senator  Paschal Mooney: Yes�

08/10/2015L00500Senator  Fidelma Healy eames: I find that shocking.  I know that the Deputy Leader is 
the mother of young children and call on her to take a personal interest in ensuring this issue is 
investigated and the Minister for Health comes to the House, regardless of whether the budget is 
to be introduced or a general election held, to discuss it�  We cannot sit idly by�  I thank Senator 
Paschal Mooney for bringing the matter to my attention�

I beg the Chair’s indulgence to raise another issue�  Why is the Taoiseach not setting up a 
public inquiry into NAMA and the allegations surrounding the deals done in Northern Ireland?  
Is the Deputy Leader aware of how cynical this seems?  NAMA is the largest asset management 
agency in the world and was set up by the Houses of the Oireachtas�  I was here the night the 
late Brian Lenihan listened to the debate�  Surely, it is in our interest to investigate this matter 
to discover whether there was serious wrongdoing�  We are relying on the Northern Ireland 
Assembly to investigate a matter that affects the people of Ireland�  Why is the Taoiseach shov-
ing the issue under the carpet?  It seems that is what he is doing�  Deputy Mick Wallace has 
provided incredible evidence, a lot of figures and detail.  Will the Deputy Leader explain to the 
House why the issue is not being investigated by the Taoiseach and the Government, regardless 
of anything which is more engaging for him coming down the tracks?

08/10/2015L00600Senator  Terry Brennan: I support the call made by my colleague, Senator Michael D’Arcy, 
for a debate on the issue of domestic violence�  Unfortunately, there is no doubt in my mind that 
the incidence of domestic violence is increasing throughout the country�  I, therefore, support 
the Senator in highlighting the need an urgent debate on the issue�

Today the Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Deputy 
Michael Ring, will have good news for many sports organisations�  Some €41 million in sports 
grants will be distributed the length and breadth of the country, for which the Minister of State 
is to be commended�  This is the fourth year in a row that he is making grants available to many 
clubs, organisations and groups�  Unfortunately, however, it is not possible to provide grant 
aid for every applicant�  Some applications are incomplete or invalid when submitted�  I hope 
my alma mater, Cooley Kickhams in County Louth, which has been unsuccessful in the past is 
among those to receive a grant�  The last grant it received was when the Taoiseach was Minister 
with responsibility for sport in the mid-1990s�  I hope it will be successful in its bid today�  It 
would be remiss of me not to compliment the Minister of State on reintroducing the grants four 
years ago and the good work done in the past four years�

08/10/2015L00700Senator  Mary M. White: On Tuesday, 6 October, Daft.ie published its latest house prices 
report, which is an analysis of recent trends in the residential sales market in the third quarter 
of 2015�  The report states house prices in Dublin have risen by on average 41% since 2012�  
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The average price of a house in south County Dublin is a staggering €520,000�  By contrast, 
the average price of a house in Cork city is €225,000�  There is a clear anti-Dublin bias with 
regard to inheritance tax�  For example, an only child who inherits his or her parents’ home, 
worth €500,000, will be forced to pay €90,000 in inheritance tax�  Children who inherit are be-
ing forced to sell the family home or borrow money to meet the bill�  In 2014 Revenue collected 
€168 million in inheritance tax from Dublin based taxpayers alone�  This represents more than 
50% of the total amount collected nationally.  The thresholds were reduced to reflect the fall in 
property prices, but they have not been readjusted since property prices began to rise in Dublin�  
Current inheritance tax levels constitute an opportunistic grab by the Government�  Last week 
I presented my proposals on this issue to the Minister for Finance, Deputy Michael Noonan, 
at his Department, with a petition with over 1,000 signatures of people living in Dublin asking 
for it to be addressed in the coming budget�  In 2008 the threshold was €521,000; today it is 
€250,000�  I, therefore, ask the Minister to restore the threshold to its 2008 level of €521,000, 
on which the tax rate was 20%�  Today it is 33%�  I, therefore, ask the Minister to restore it to 
its 2008 level of 20%-----

08/10/2015L01000Senator  Paul Coghlan: Is that Fianna Fáil policy?

08/10/2015L01100Senator  Mary M. White: -----and to extend the inheritance tax payment period by 12 
months�

08/10/2015L01200an Cathaoirleach: Is the Senator looking for a debate on the issue?

08/10/2015L01300Senator  Mary M. White: I am calling on the Minister to adopt the thresholds and rates I 
propose in the budget�  He should, in particular, keep in mind that people living in Dublin are at 
a disadvantage in comparison with those living in other parts of Ireland�

08/10/2015L01400Senator  Michael Mullins: I have no doubt that the Minister for Finance will have some 
good news for Senator Mary White in the budget and that there will be some adjustments to the 
inheritance tax regime to take account of some of the issues she has raised�

It is welcome that Electric Ireland yesterday announced that it was to reduce its electricity 
unit rate by 2% from 16 November�  This is in advance of the increased demand for energy dur-
ing the winter and will be welcomed by businesses and families�  Electric Ireland is the second 
major company to announce a reduction in recent weeks and I hope others will follow�  The 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Deputy Alex White, had a series 
of meetings recently with energy suppliers to discuss the speed at which wholesale energy price 
reductions were being reflected in household bills.  While I welcome the reduction of 2%, a 
higher reduction is warranted�  I hope this is only the start of further reductions�

Would it be possible for the Deputy Leader to organise a debate in the coming weeks with 
the Minister for Health on the findings of the Healthy Ireland survey which were published in 
the past few days?  It was the first comprehensive national survey conducted since 2007 and 
produced some interesting findings.  It shows that less than one in five people now smokes, that 
85% of the population are in good health and that 28% have a long-standing health condition�  
While obesity figures are levelling out, some 60% of people are overweight, while two thirds 
of the population do not get enough exercise�  We have good levels of mental health which are 
better among men but major problems that need to be discussed�  I refer, in particular, to an is-
sue at University College Hospital Galway where there has been a stand-off with staff recently 
on concerns about staffing levels and health and safety issues.  That issue needs to be teased out 
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further with the Minister�  The survey shows that 63% of people who still smoke are planning to 
quit or considering doing so.  There are some very positive findings.  I would welcome a good 
and robust debate on how we could help to move on the positives and address some of the issues 
that are causing concern to citizens�  I would appreciate it if the Leader could organise such a 
debate in the coming weeks�

08/10/2015M00200Senator  rónán Mullen: I listened with interest to the issue raised by Senator Mary White�  
A somewhat similar issue is of concern to me�  I listened carefully to the concerns expressed 
by the IFA and others about the operation of the fair deal scheme�  The Deputy Leader, Sena-
tor Ivana Bacik, is aware that there is a general policy thrust in favour of encouraging younger 
farmers to take on the responsibilities of the land�  There are various additionalities in the farm 
payments to enable young farmers to take over responsibility on a farm gradually�  One inhibi-
tor to younger farmers taking over is the operation of the fair deal scheme�  There is a three-year 
cap on the family home in cases where an older person at home needs long-term care, but it does 
not apply to non-residential farming assets, which gives rise to a potentially uncapped liability 
which is effectively undermining the ability of younger farmers to invest and borrow money�  
One has a situation where people stay out of the fair deal scheme and try to meet the very oner-
ous costs of nursing home care for a parent because they do not know for how long care will be 
required and they do not want to, in effect, destroy their ability to farm in the future�  It seems 
that something must be done about this�  We need a similar cap on the non-residential farming 
asset, namely, the farm�  

It should not be beyond the limits of human ingenuity to come up with a scheme that would 
not be exploited�  For example, the liability of the farm could be capped to three years of nurs-
ing home care, perhaps on the condition that the land would be farmed and that if it were to 
be subdivided among those who would inherit it, it would not be sold for a period of years, 
or if were within such a period, the liability for nursing home care under the fair deal scheme 
would kick in�  This is something that must be examined in the context of the budget�  The IFA 
has proposed that the three-year cap applying to the principal private residence be extended to 
income-generating assets�  People who do not understand farming think farmers are sitting on 
massive properties and that this somehow makes them rich�  A farm of high value on the market 
will very often deliver a very modest income to those who farm it�  It must be seen as the means 
of making a modest livelihood rather than some massive asset that puts the farmers concerned 
on the gravy train�  They are far from being on the gravy train�  There is a problem and challenge 
in Galway and wherever there are farm families, in particular in situations where one or more 
persons hope to get into the business of farming in the future�  There is a serious impediment 
that ought to be addressed in the budget�

08/10/2015M00300Senator  Martin Conway: Like everyone else, I am delighted to be present on the day the 
sports capital grants are to be announced�  It is a great achievement that the Government can 
partner many hundreds of sports groups around the country which do so much to help people to 
improve the levels of their physical activity�

Another sector that is doing exceptionally well is tourism, in particular the hotel and restau-
rant trades.  In recent weeks we were all invited to a briefing across the road by the Restaurants 
Association of Ireland�  It is very keen that an intensive training programme for people within 
the industry be established, similar to the CERT system, whereby they could be trained to fill 
the thousands of current vacancies�  There will be more vacancies as the industry grows for 
chefs, sous-chefs and commis chefs and in  other positions within the hospitality sector�  Thou-
sands of jobs can and will be created, but there is already a skills shortage which will become 
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even greater in the immediate future as demand grows�  I, therefore, urge the Government to 
consider the introduction of such a training programme in the budget to be announced next 
week�  It must provide an incentive for third level institutions to work in this area�  The Shan-
non College of Hotel Management which was part of Aer Rianta has a track record of achieving 
100% graduate employment, which is an incredible achievement�  Its graduates are sought all 
over the world as hotel managers�  The college produces some of the best hotel managers in the 
world�  There is scope for further courses and further institutions such as the one in Shannon 
focused on the hospitality sector because we have proved ourselves to be extremely good and 
capable in the area and should build on that reputation�

08/10/2015M00400Senator  Colm Burke: I agree with what Senator Rónán Mullen said about the fair deal 
scheme�  As someone who was involved more than ten years ago in forcing the setting up of the 
scheme, it is one of the difficulties with it where there is total discrimination against those with 
farmland�  I came across one case where a substantial amount of money was required to be paid 
every month for someone who was in full-time nursing home care�  I agree with the Senator 
and the IFA that the matter must be addressed�  It is unfair and unjust and the legislation on the 
fair deal scheme must be amended�  It is something I hope will be addressed in the forthcoming 
budget�  I also understand there might be a requirement for amending legislation�  It is wrong 
that the issue has arisen because the same rules should apply to everyone, but that is not the 
case for farmers�

Another issue that requires to be addressed also concerns farming�  I refer to where a wife 
has been working at home on a farm but is not entitled to a contributory old age pension�  This 
matter must be addressed as it has not been addressed previously�  Such women have been 
working all their lives and contributing to the work on the farm and the economy, yet they are 
not entitled to a contributory old age pension in the same way as their husbands�  It is another 
anomaly that must be addressed�  I seriously support the IFA in that regard�

08/10/2015M00500Senator  ivana Bacik: Senator Brian Ó Domhnaill referred to the budget�  As he said, 
this is our last Order of Business before the budget announcements next Tuesday�  The motion 
we will take after the Order of Business will re-order our business for Tuesday�  Colleagues 
will wish to know that we will have statements on budget 2016 after the Order of Business on 
Tuesday from 5 p�m� to 7 p�m�  Many colleagues will wish to raise some of the issues they have 
raised today in that debate�

Senator Brian Ó Domhnaill raised, in particular, the issues of housing and homelessness�  
I could not match Senator Aideen Hayden’s response to him in terms of its eloquence and her 
expertise in this area�  The great expertise in housing policy that she brings to the debate is 
acknowledged across the House�  I echo her words that the origins of the housing and home-
lessness crisis lie in the failure to deliver any social housing whatsoever during the lifetime of 
the previous Fianna Fáil and Progressive Democrats Government and, as she mentioned, the 
rowing back on Part V of the Act, which would have enabled the provision of 25,000 extra 
social houses�  The ideology of light touch regulation, in particular, bailouts and backhanders 
is what led us to the crisis�  We must be clear about this�  As Senator Aideen Hayden said, the 
Government is committed to the most ambitious social housing programme in the history of the 
State�  The social housing strategy 2020 which was published in November 2014 will deliver an 
ambitious target of more than 110,000 social housing units by 2020�  The priority given to the 
strategy is evidenced by the additional €2�2 billion announced for it in budget 2015�

A number of colleagues referred to the homelessness crisis, which is, undoubtedly, serious, 
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disturbing and distressing, as we all will acknowledge�  I would like to address a number of 
practical steps being taken to address it, about which colleagues will wish to hear�  The prob-
lems and the high rates of homelessness arise from the chronic lack of supply of housing which 
is causing knock-on problems for the property market and wider society�  As Senator Susan 
O’Keeffe pointed out, religious orders that have vacant properties have been invited to pro-
vide them�  However, other steps are being taken at Government and local authority level�  In 
particular, there is a policy of returning void units to use�  Many of us may be surprised by the 
number of such units that could be brought back into use�  For example, Dublin City Council 
has reported 633 vacant units to date, with a projected total of 765 to year end�

08/10/2015N00200Senator  Paschal Mooney: Therefore, all the Government has to do is provide the money 
for the city council and that will solve the problem�

08/10/2015N00300an Cathaoirleach: The Deputy Leader to continue, without interruption�

08/10/2015N00400Senator  ivana Bacik: A 2015 allocation of €37.16 million has been confirmed in homeless 
funding for the Dublin region.  The Dublin region homeless executive has confirmed its expen-
diture to end-August was €33�54 million�  Last week the Government approved the immediate 
initiation of a programme for early delivery of 500 units of modular housing to address the 
most urgent and pressing needs, while the task force on social housing and homelessness has 
been established and meets on a weekly basis to oversee identification and delivery of proper-
ties to accommodate homeless families in the Dublin region�  Colleagues want to know about 
practical delivery and outputs�  This process has overseen the delivery of a NAMA property - an 
apartment block in south Dublin�  It is operating as a 65-unit homeless facility, with a single 
assessment centre for homeless families�  The acquisition of 100 further units to be ring-fenced 
for homeless units is in progress�  There is also a debate about tenancy protection measures and 
we hope for further announcements�

08/10/2015N00500Senator  Paschal Mooney: Dublin City Council faces a shortfall of €6 million�  This is 
more waffle.

08/10/2015N00700an Cathaoirleach: The Deputy Leader to continue, without interruption�

08/10/2015N00800Senator  ivana Bacik: Colleagues asked for a response and I am giving it�

08/10/2015N00900Senator  Paschal Mooney: It is good spin�

08/10/2015N01000Senator  ivana Bacik: I am outlining a clear set of practical steps that have been taken�  I 
also have more rhetorical responses, but I am trying to focus on what is being practically deliv-
ered to inform colleagues of outputs rather than simply reading about aspirations�

08/10/2015N01100Senator  Paschal Mooney: The Government can set any target it likes�

08/10/2015N01200Senator  ivana Bacik: A number of Senators referred to NAMA’s role in housing delivery�  
NAMA funding delivered 40% of the 3,259 new housing units in Dublin in 2014�  During the 
first half of this year, the agency funded the delivery of 50% of new input in Dublin and is on 
track to deliver 4,500 units in the city by the end of 2016�  Clearly, practical steps are being 
taken and we are seeing outputs�  It is important that colleagues be informed when they con-
tribute to this debate�  As I said previously, I will look for a comprehensive debate on the issues 
of housing and homelessness which Senator Aideen Hayden, in particular, has sought for some 
time�
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Senator Paul Coghlan referred to the Private Members’ motion tabled by my Labour Party 
colleagues, Senators John Whelan and Denis Landy, calling on the Government to undertake a 
review of the State Claims Agency�  There was consensus in the House on the need for such a 
review, given the distressing cases about which we had heard recently where families had been 
put through lengthy and arduous and confrontational litigation processes, which ended in settle-
ments very late in the day�  The State Claims Agency was supposed to address this ossie�  As 
was said, it is good news for the House that following the debate, the Minister of State, Deputy 
Ann Phelan, committed to undertaking a review of the agency and how it handled claims�  She 
also said the review would consider the introduction of a no fault system with particular prin-
ciples and proposals that would not increase claim costs or the amounts paid in legal fees at the 
expense of deserving cases�  I commend Senators John Whelan and Denis Landy for raising the 
issue�  I worked with them in drafting the motion�  It is the sort of motion that shows the Seanad 
at its best in terms of delivering change which we hope will follow the review announced by 
the Minister of State�  It is welcome that she took it on board�  Senator Sean D� Barrett also 
welcomed her response�  He also noted the 150th anniversary of Magee College in Derry, which 
has 4,000 students�  I am sure all Members will join him in wishing them every success and 
enjoyment of their celebrations next week�  It provides a lesson in cross-community relations 
north of the Border�

Senator Aideen Hayden referred, again in eloquent terms, to the steps being taken in the 
construction of social housing�  In particular, she noted Governor Honohan’s point about the 
equity gap and the lack of access to finance for developers and the need to tackle this issue.  She 
also referred to the ESRI’s study of homelessness�  I have addressed the steps being taken to 
tackle this issue�  Clearly, it is a crisis and urgent measures need to be adopted�

Senator Denis O’Donovan raised the issues of homelessness and housing delivery by NAMA 
in the context of the budget�

Senator Michael D’Arcy called for a debate on the issue of domestic violence and, in par-
ticular, the report of the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality in this regard�  I am 
happy to address that issue�  The Senator also referred to the plight of the Yazidi community in 
the Middle East�  I raised this issue during our debate on the situation in Syria with the Minister 
of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Deputy Sean Sherlock�  Like the Sena-
tor, I heard the woman MP from the Yazidi community on radio this morning�  She is the only 
Yazidi representative in the Iraqi Parliament�  She spoke in graphic and distressing terms about 
the appalling abuses that were being perpetrated on her community and I have asked the Min-
ister of State to make the community a priority in the allocation of Irish aid in the region and a 
priority when it comes to determining refugee status in our resettlement programme which is 
under way�

Senator Diarmuid Wilson also welcomed the SA motion and referred to the housing crisis, 
an issue I have addressed�  He also asked me as leader of the Labour Party in the Seanad for 
my assessment of a general election announcement�  I can only demonstrate the unity between 
Fine Gael and the Labour Party as I am ad idem with the Leader, Senator Maurice Cummins, on 
the issue�  Earlier this week he said there would be another four months of sittings and that the 
general election would be held in February or March 2016�

08/10/2015N01300Senator  Paschal Mooney: What about the position of the Senator’s party leader on the 
issue?
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08/10/2015N01400Senator  ivana Bacik: I am at one with the Leader of the Seanad on the matter�

08/10/2015N01500Senator  Paschal Mooney: Is the Deputy Leader ad idem with her party leader on the is-
sue?  Is it an agreed position?

08/10/2015N01600Senator  ivana Bacik: I am certainly at one with the Tánaiste on it also�

08/10/2015N01700Senator  diarmuid Wilson: Does Senator Paul Coghlan agree?

08/10/2015N01800Senator  Paschal Mooney: Therefore, we can assume the general election will be held on 
11 March�

08/10/2015N01900Senator  ivana Bacik: That is my view�

08/10/2015N02000Senator  diarmuid Wilson: Does Senator Paul Coghlan agree?

08/10/2015N02100Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: The Taoiseach will want to go skiing in January�

08/10/2015N02200Senator  ivana Bacik: Senator Susan O’Keeffe also raised the issues of housing and home-
lessness.  She commended Lidl for being the first major employer in Ireland to adopt the living 
wage, one week after the living wage forum of the Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation, Deputy Gerald Nash�  It is welcome that a company that employs 
3,800 staff will adopt the living wage of €11�50 per hour�  A total of 20% of staff will receive a 
raise in line with this policy from 1 November�  I hope more employers will follow suit�  Both 
the Minister of State and the Tánaiste have welcomed this development�

Senator Paschal Mooney referred to the issue of trade union recognition�  I heard Mandate’s 
response�  It has members working for Lidl�  The Government is bringing forward legislation to 
meet an important commitment to collective bargaining�  That is welcome in the area of trade 
union recognition�  Too little was done by previous Governments on the issue in response to the 
Supreme Court’s decision�  We have had debates on it in the House�

With Senator Fidelma Healy Eames, the Senator also raised an issue about the cervical can-
cer vaccine�  I welcome his indication that his party will formulate a motion on the issue�   As 
a parent, I am wary of scaremongering about vaccinations�  I do not say any Member is doing 
this, but, in general, we have to be careful when contesting the issue of vaccination or any vac-
cination programme without serious medical evidence�

08/10/2015N02300Senator  Fidelma Healy eames: Agreed�

08/10/2015N02500Senator  Paschal Mooney: There has been an absence of such evidence�

08/10/2015N02600Senator  ivana Bacik: We need to ensure there is sound scientific evidence before we start 
to undermine vaccination programmes�

08/10/2015N02700Senator  Fidelma Healy eames: Bring it here�

08/10/2015N02800Senator  ivana Bacik: I am mindful of the breakouts of measles because of issues to do 
with vaccines, which claims proved to be false�

08/10/2015N02900Senator  Paschal Mooney: They are separate issues�

08/10/2015O00100Senator  ivana Bacik: It would be helpful to have an informed debate on the matter and I 
thank the Senator for bringing forward a motion on it�  I think that would be useful�
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08/10/2015O00200Senator  Paschal Mooney: I am grateful for Senator Bacik’s response�

08/10/2015O00300Senator  ivana Bacik: Senator Coghlan wished Ireland well in the match tonight against 
Germany, as we all do, which is a European championship qualifier, as well as in the rugby 
match on Sunday�  He noted that today is sports capital grants day�  All of us are aware that the 
Minister of State, Deputy Michael Ring, will be making an announcement at 2 p�m� today and 
we very much welcome that capital programme and the huge benefit it gives to so many clubs 
across the country�

Senator Healy Eames spoke on the vaccine, which I have addressed, and on NAMA, which 
I have also addressed�

08/10/2015O00400Senator  Fidelma Healy eames: On a point of order, my question was about why the Tao-
iseach will not have a public inquiry�

08/10/2015O00500Senator  ivana Bacik: I have an answer for Senator Healy Eames�  I apologise�  I had writ-
ten NAMA as shorthand�  Senator Healy Eames raised the other issue, in fact, of NAMA and 
the Northern Ireland sales.  As the Senator will be aware, officials from NAMA appeared before 
the Committee of Public Accounts to answer further questions of Members of the Oireachtas�  
The committee has been very much on top of this issue�  As anyone who is interested in this 
matter did, the Senator will have seen the opinion article by Frank Daly of NAMA in The Irish 
Times referring to the committee hearings�  In summary, NAMA outlined the sales process to 
the committee and stated that the sales process was conducted in line with international best 
practice, that the integrity of the process was fully protected and that all bidders had equal ac-
cess to information�  Anyone can read the transcript�  NAMA has also committed to responding 
to any written questions the Northern Ireland Committee for Finance and Personnel may have 
regarding the sale which were not covered during the appearances before the Committee of 
Public Accounts�  On 4 September, NAMA responded in detail to the committee’s questions�  
Those full responses, which I am told come to more than 300 pages, although I have not looked 
at them myself, are available on the NAMA website�  They were also provided to the Commit-
tee of Public Accounts�  Those with an interest in the matter may wish to read that material�  The 
Minister for Finance, Deputy Noonan, has also received a request from the Northern Ireland 
committee for any documents relevant to its investigation and Department of Finance officials 
are currently working on this request�  There is a good deal of work under way on investigating 
the claims and allegations, which remain allegations�

Senator Brennan spoke on the issue of sporting grants, which I have addressed and which 
we all welcome�  Senator White spoke on the daft.ie report and inheritance tax�  I thank Sena-
tor White for informing us that she presented her proposal and her petition on this issue to the 
Minister for Finance, Deputy Noonan�  As I stated last week, it is important that colleagues who 
have constructive proposals for the Minister to consider in the context of the budget to submit 
them well in advance�  I did that with the bike to school scheme� Earlier this year I suggested 
tax incentives for the purchase of bicycles for school children to cycle to school�  I submitted 
those proposals to the Minister�  It is worthwhile for any colleague with views on the budget to 
present proposals to him�  We will await developments on Senator White’s proposal�  

Senator Mullins suggested adjustments would be made in the budget�  I do not know but we 
can wait and see on Tuesday�

08/10/2015O00600Senator  diarmuid Wilson: Ask Senator Coghlan�
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08/10/2015O00700Senator  ivana Bacik: Senator Mullins also spoke on Electric Ireland’s reduction in its 
unit price, which is very welcome, and called for a debate with the Minister for Health on the 
Healthy Ireland survey.  I read those findings with great interest and agree it would be useful 
to have a debate on them, which would follow on from the work of our public consultation 
committee on lifestyle factors in cancer�  There was some very good news in the survey, as the 
Senator stated, in terms of smoking and obesity levels but not so good news on a general lack 
of physical activity, exercise, healthy eating and, in particular, alcohol consumption�  We might 
tease out those issues in a debate�  I will ask the Minister to come in to the House for that debate�

Senator Mullen spoke on the fair deal scheme as an inhibitor in terms of farm assets and 
the IFA proposal�  I am sure the Senator has already brought that matter to the attention of the 
Minister for Finance, Deputy Noonan, as has, I am sure, the IFA in the context of pre-budget de-
liberations�  There will be an opportunity for colleagues to debate the budget in our statements 
on the budget on Tuesday�  We had pre-budget statements already� 

Senator Conway spoke on the sports capital grants also and the important benefits they will 
provide to so many clubs and on job creation and the shortage of trained chefs, which I know is 
a huge problem�  Any friends of mine involved in the restaurant and café sector are well aware 
of this shortage, which is a huge problem for the hospitality sector�  The Minister for Education 
and Skills, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, along with the Minister of State, Deputy Damien English, 
announced new apprenticeship schemes in July�  Colleagues will be aware that 25 new schemes 
are being established including specific schemes to deal with those shortages in the hospitality 
and catering industry�  The matter is being addressed� 

Finally, Senator Burke also mentioned the fair deal scheme and the IFA’s position, which I 
have already addressed, and which I am sure Senator Burke has already raised with the Minister 
for Finance, Deputy Noonan� 

08/10/2015O00800an Cathaoirleach: Is the Order of Business agreed to?

08/10/2015O00900Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: No�

Question, “That the Order of Business be agreed to”, put and declared carried�  

08/10/2015O01100Sitting arrangements: Motion

08/10/2015O01200Senator  ivana Bacik: I move:

That, notwithstanding anything in the Standing Orders relative to Public Business, the 
Seanad shall meet at 1 p�m� on Tuesday, 13 October, 2015 and the Order of Business shall 
be proposed at 4 p�m�

Question put and agreed to� 

  Sitting suspended at 12.45 p.m. and resumed at 1 p.m.
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     1 o’clock

08/10/2015Q00100Horizon 2020: Statements

08/10/2015Q00200an Leas-Chathaoirleach: I ask the Minister of State to make his opening statement�  Con-
tributions from group spokespersons are limited to eight minutes and those of all other Senators 
five minutes.  The Minister will be called on to reply not later that 2.55 p.m. and statements will 
conclude at 3 p�m�

08/10/2015Q00300Minister of State at the department of education and Skills  (deputy  damien eng-
lish): I welcome this opportunity to address Seanad Éireann on Ireland’s results so far in Hori-
zon 2020, the biggest ever European research and innovation programme�

With approximately €78 billion of funding available over seven years, Horizon 2020 is the 
EU funding programme for research and development for the period 2014 to 2020�  Its objec-
tives are to enable a world-class research system for Europe, to support European leadership in 
industrial development and to address the grand societal challenges of our day�

The Government has set an ambitious target for Irish researchers and companies to win 
funding of €1�25 billion over the lifetime of Horizon 2020�  The structure and objectives of Ho-
rizon 2020 are very much in line with our national objectives: raising the level of excellence in 
our science base; making Ireland a more attractive location to invest in research and innovation; 
translating research into opportunities to grow our enterprise base; and addressing major soci-
etal challenges by bringing together resources and knowledge across different fields, technolo-
gies and disciplines, including social sciences and the humanities, and across borders as well�

International co-operation will continue to play an important role in our new strategy for 
science, technology and innovation in the development and sustainability of a world-class re-
search system�  Ireland’s research community, including industry, is actively encouraged to en-
gage with international partners at the level of individual investigators, research teams, research 
centres and higher education institutions�

It has long been recognised and reported that international engagement enables tackling of 
global scientific and societal challenges, builds critical mass and shares risk, stimulates excel-
lence through international competition, allows sharing of expensive and specialist research 
infrastructure, enables international mobility of researchers, provides reputational and other 
strategic benefits and allows access to new technology pathways and standards.  International 
co-operation also enables the leverage of international financial resources, contributes to the 
development of Ireland as a research and enterprise partner and facilitates engagement with the 
Irish diaspora�  Excellence is the key to enabling participation, collaboration and international 
co-operation�

For Ireland to maintain and improve our position in the global economy, we must continue 
to engage with the international research community, at both EU level and beyond, through our 
participation in and co-ordination of international initiatives�  A key way for our researchers 
and companies to engage is through Horizon 2020�  Ireland’s research system is intrinsically 
linked to the European Union�  Financial support from EU Structural Funds has assisted us to 
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rapidly develop our national RDI system�  Access to and success in the previous EU framework 
programmes has, on the one hand, supplemented national investment in RDI and, on the other, 
allowed researchers and enterprises in Ireland to collaborate with the best in Europe and to fur-
ther enhance the excellence of our national research eco-system�  However, let me be clear, EU 
funding cannot replace national investment.  A significant level of national funding is necessary 
to ensure we continue to build a science base in academia and industry which can then be better 
positioned to engage in collaboration with our European partners�

Investment in research and innovation is now increasingly advocated by European policy 
makers, and governments are being urged to increase investment at national level�  As Europe 
exits the crisis, it is increasingly clear that supporting growth-enhancing policies, such as in-
vestment in research and innovation, has paid off�  The evidence shows that much of the recent 
productivity gains come from innovation and that, on average, countries that invested more in 
research and innovation before and during the crisis have been the most resilient during the 
economic downturn�

The Government fully supports this approach and that is why we have followed in the foot-
steps of previous Administrations in maintaining strong State investment in research and in-
novation since taking office in 2011.  We are committed to continuing the process of economic 
reform and recovery, to achieving sustainable growth and strong public finances, and to endur-
ing job creation.  Research and innovation is about future-proofing this economy.

As a means to drive economic growth and create jobs, Horizon 2020 has the political back-
ing of Europe’s leaders and the Members of the European Parliament�  As Senators know, 
Ireland played a very significant role in the development of the programme by securing politi-
cal agreement on Horizon 2020 during its presidency of the Council of the European Union in 
2013.  Some of the officials behind me were involved in a lot of late nights during those nego-
tiations�  I compliment them on the work that was done to get those negotiations over the line�

By coupling research and innovation, Horizon 2020 is helping to achieve this with its em-
phasis on excellent science, industrial leadership and tackling societal challenges�  The goal 
is to ensure Europe produces world-class science, removes barriers to innovation and makes 
it easier for the public and private sectors to work together in delivering innovation�  Horizon 
2020 is open to everyone, with a simple structure that reduces red tape and appraisal times so 
participants can focus on what is really important�  This approach makes sure that new projects 
get off the ground quickly and achieve results faster�

The European research framework programmes have always been an important element in 
providing international linkages and enhancing the excellence of the Irish research and devel-
opment system�  They have enabled academic and industry research groups to work with peers 
across Europe and beyond and to derive the benefits associated with collaborative research, in-
cluding access to knowledge networks, sharing of costs and risks and, in particular for industry, 
the possibility of opening up commercial opportunities�

Ireland’s participation in the seventh framework programme, which ended in 2013, was 
very successful, with over €620 million secured by Irish researchers�  While we have a very 
solid track record on which to build further success, we cannot afford to be complacent�  Ho-
rizon 2020 is a new departure�  It is not business as usual and we must adapt our approach to 
it�  The competition from across the EU and beyond is intense with major oversubscription in 
many areas�  The global economic situation has resulted in reduced national funding resources 
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and researchers are increasingly looking to Europe to fill that funding gap.  However, Ireland is 
participating in the current framework programme from a far stronger position than ever before�  
A critical mass of research activity has developed in both the public and private sectors and 
we are well positioned to perform very strongly under Horizon 2020�  We see Horizon 2020 as 
an opportunity to further deepen our engagement in collaborative European and international 
research�

As every country participating in Horizon 2020 will be targeting increased participation only 
quality projects that are excellent will win funding�  This requires that our national research and 
innovation system performs at the highest competitive level�  As I mentioned, ongoing national 
funding of research and innovation will be required�  As Horizon 2020 is a competitive funding 
process, it will not be possible to use Horizon 2020 funding to reduce national funding, and 
rightly so�  However, all available opportunities will be used to leverage national investment to 
maximise funding from Horizon 2020�  National funders are focusing on funding nationally in 
areas likely to win further funding from Horizon 2020 and other sources�  A national strategy for 
Horizon 2020 is in place to direct our engagement in Horizon 2020�  A Horizon 2020 high level 
group, chaired by my Department and comprising those Departments and agencies whose remit 
includes research and innovation, is tasked with overseeing the implementation of the strategy 
and securing the maximum benefits for Ireland.

As I mentioned, the Government has set an ambitious target for Irish researchers and com-
panies to win funding of €1�25 billion over the lifetime of Horizon 2020�  A national support 
network, co-ordinated by a national director, Dr� Imelda Lambkin, and based in Enterprise Ire-
land has been put in place�  This national support network, comprising national contact points 
who are experts in the various research domains of Horizon 2020, will provide advice and as-
sistance to researchers who want to participate in the programme�  The network also includes a 
team of national delegates for Horizon 2020 who represent Ireland’s interests in Europe on the 
various programme committees that design the Horizon 2020 work programmes and priorities�  
This national support network works in tandem with the high level group in co-ordinating the 
national effort to maximise our participation�  The achievement of our target will require special 
efforts designed to identify and create additional value over and above the strong results we 
traditionally achieve�  A more strategic approach, aimed at participation in larger scale projects, 
as well as playing a larger role in projects generally, is required�

A strategic research proposals group has been established, chaired by the chief scientific 
advisor, Professor Mark Ferguson, to focus exclusively on large-scale strategic projects.  The 
purpose of this special advisory group is to catalyse, develop and advise on the submission of 
Horizon 2020 proposals of a major scale�  This will include proposals where Ireland can take a 
leading or major role, taking into account timing, likelihood of success and extent of the fit with 
national priority areas and strengths�  By harnessing the expertise across all relevant Depart-
ments and Agencies we hope to identify and catalyse such winning bids�

We have also established a Horizon 2020 industry group, which seeks to devise actions 
that will encourage and assist more industry engagement with the programme�  The industrial 
leadership pillar of the programme aims to speed up development of the technologies and in-
novations that will underpin tomorrow’s businesses and help innovative European companies, 
including SMEs to grow into world-leading companies that can have an impact on a global 
stage�  Over €17 billion in funding is divided across three main areas, including key enabling 
technologies, innovation to SMEs and access to risk finance.
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Horizon 2020 has a much closer to market focus than previous framework programmes�  
There is, therefore, much greater scope than before for industry to get involved�  Success in 
Horizon 2020 yields significant returns to enterprises.  The financial reward is of course very 
important�  Another key reason to get involved is the opportunity to connect, collaborate and 
innovate with the best and brightest in Europe�

I congratulate Ireland’s researchers and companies on achieving over €127 million in suc-
cessful applications in the first year of Horizon 2020.  In particular, with the very competitive 
environment for EU research and innovation funding, surpassing our Action Plan for Jobs 2014 
national target by 27% is a great achievement.  If we include the first few call results of 2015, 
approximately €12 million a month is being won in Ireland�  This is approximately €2�8 million 
a week, in comparison with our performance in the same period in FP7, the predecessor pro-
gramme, which was approximately €1 million a week�  We are on target to achieve our results�  
In fact, we are very much ahead target but we must remain focused�  Overall, 1,905 applications 
were submitted from Ireland in 2014, 293 of which were successful - a success rate of 15%�   In 
terms of the total Horizon 2020 budget for member states, 1�8% was allocated to Ireland�  When 
the results are population-adjusted, Ireland has performed quite favourably with Finland and 
Denmark, which are countries with small advanced economies against which we benchmark 
ourselves�

We have had a great first year, with 85% of funding coming from ICT, research grants from 
the European Research Council, ERC, training grants for researchers and also in the areas of 
health, advanced materials, advanced manufacturing and processing, biotechnology and agri-
food�  Higher education institutes account for approximately 65% of the total funding�  NUIG 
in particular had a very successful year�  In terms of industry participation, Ireland’s companies 
have achieved over €35 million of the total won in 2014, of which almost three quarters went 
to SMEs�  I want to encourage more companies in particular to build on the success to date and 
engage further and to learn from those companies that have been successful� 

Horizon 2020, with its focus on competitiveness and smart, sustainable and inclusive growth 
and jobs, offers more opportunity for industry participation than ever before�  For example, it 
includes a specific SME initiative called the SME Instrument that offers funding for all stages 
of the innovation process�  It also includes a fast track to innovation pilot which is targeted at 
all types of companies�  Stiff competition has always existed for funding under EU framework 
programmes�  In Horizon 2020, it is particularly intense�  Our success to date is, therefore, a real 
testament to the quality of the proposals coming from Ireland�

Successful participation in Horizon 2020 is valuable at any level but where the leading role 
is taken on, greater rewards are achieved on all dimensions�  There is, of course, an overhead in 
doing this but the investment in time can yield significant rewards for those who succeed.  Our 
message is, whenever possible, “take the lead”�  The experts available in the national support 
network can provide valuable information to people who want to engage in the programme�  

Welcome as the first year results are, Horizon 2020 is very different to what has gone be-
fore and our level of ambition is far greater�  Given the scale of Horizon 2020, the fact that our 
national research priorities are aligned so closely to it, and the calibre of our national research 
system, I believe we can meet our ambitious target under Horizon 2020�  We have a particular 
focus now on creating the right environment to allow for projects of a large scale which will 
require a greater strategic approach�  The Government is determined to make this happen�  I 
have been engaging with the research community on this topic over the past 18 months and it is 
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very much up for this challenge�  Everybody wants to make this happen�  It is a realistic target 
that we can achieve�  The Government and its agencies are determined to make this happen�  It 
is right for Ireland�  Any funding we win will help to develop the talent in our system�

Last year, a €245 million investment by my Department was announced for five new large-
scale world-class research centres, aimed at achieving a step-change in the performance of 
Ireland’s research system�  These, together with the Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland Tech-
nology Centres, leave Ireland well placed to take the lead in developing cutting-edge research 
and new technologies�  These centres will also strongly position Irish-based scientists to win 
funding from Horizon 2020�

Horizon 2020 also represents a significant opportunity for North-South co-operation, which 
is an issue that has been raised in the Seanad during many discussions on this issue down 
through the years�  Increasing the value of successful applications and funding awards from 
Horizon 2020 is an important objective not just of the Irish Government but also of the North-
ern Ireland Executive�  The international collaborative nature of Horizon 2020 makes it ideally 
suited for Ireland and Northern Ireland to work together to mutual benefit.  The importance 
of North-South collaboration is recognised by both Administrations and the alignment of our 
Horizon 2020 support structures, North and South, means that there is now a strong basis on 
which to build co-operation�  Ireland’s national support network for Horizon 2020 operates on 
an all-Island basis�  The number of North-South collaborations has been rising steadily�  These 
collaborations are generating economic value.  For 2014, plus the first few calls in 2015, a total 
of 16 collaborative North-South projects have been successful with 44 participants and funding 
worth €19�4 million�  InterTradelreland will build on this success to further increase the level of 
co-operation for the Horizon 2020 programme�  InterTradelreland has also developed a suite of 
supports dedicated to facilitating and supporting North-South co-operation and will continue its 
integration role with the national support network in Ireland and the Northern Ireland support 
structure�

Our new strategy for science, technology and innovation is being formulated as we move 
into a new phase of economic growth and societal development�  It is now time for us to ad-
vance fresh strategic ideas that will distinguish Ireland globally through its ability to make 
research work to maximum effect for the country�

In Ireland, we are proud of our achievements to date�  In the past decade and a half, we 
have made significant progress in our national innovation system which started from a very 
low base by international comparisons�  We have successfully built up research capacity and 
have a significant reputation for research excellence along with an increasing base of research 
and development active enterprises�  None the less, we need to build on this progress made in 
developing Ireland’s research and innovation system�  We recognise that this is not the time to 
stand still.  Scientific and technological progress advance at rapid rates and we are competing in 
an ever-growing competitive global environment�  Supporting effective research that produces 
outputs of maximum impact for Ireland’s economy and society is our goal and the Government 
has committed to reaching our Europe 2020 research and development intensity target of 2�5% 
of GNP�

This year, we plan to bring a successor strategy for science, technology and innovation to 
fruition and I can report that work in well under way to this end�  The new strategy will seek to 
articulate a vision for Ireland’s research and innovation system and identify its defining char-
acteristics�  It will also set out strategic goals and targets, based on a robust evidence base, our 
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own vision and an examination of international trends and good practice and will give us a busi-
ness case to increase investment both from taxpayers’ money and from the private sector into 
the field of research, innovation and development.  Therefore, it is a very important strategy.  I 
thank all those who have got involved in it so far�  We have had quite a lot of consultation with 
all the stakeholders in the past eight or nine months and we are trying to bring it to a close in 
the weeks ahead�

I reiterate my congratulations to all of those who have been successful in the programme so 
far and thank the national support network and the various Horizon group members for all their 
work.  We have had a great first year.  I assure the House that the Government is conscious of 
the significant opportunities under Horizon 2020 and of the challenges ahead to maximise our 
participation in the programme�  We have put in place a national strategy supported by a whole 
of Government approach and it is my priority to see that we deliver results�

Excellence is the standard by which applications for EU funding are judged�  We have 
shown we can meet this standard of excellence through winning awards of more than €620 
million under the previous EU research programme, FP7, and with our results for 2014�  A 
sustained effort will be required over the lifetime of the programme�  We have the track record 
that demonstrates our ability to compete successfully and I am confident that we will continue 
our success under Horizon 2020.  This will have a very significant impact on sustaining and 
growing jobs and our economy for many years to come�  I thank the Members for their time�

08/10/2015S00200Senator  Mary M. White: It is a pleasure to welcome the Minister of State to the House 
and I wish him every success in the forthcoming general election�  

The key message is that improving research and development facilities is central to a sus-
tainable economic recovery for Europe�  Over the past 20 years, Europe has lagged behind the 
rest of the world in terms of economic growth�  An important means of reversing this trend is for 
Europe to significantly sharpen the quality of its research and development so that it is focused 
on key unmet societal needs.  Health and transport are two areas that could benefit hugely from 
improved research and development focus�

Horizon 2020 will see upwards of €80 billion in grants awarded for research and develop-
ment projects�  This is 30% more than the previous round of funding�  In 2011, just 2% of Eu-
rope’s GDP was invested in research and development�  We need to up this by 50% if we are 
not to risk Europe falling behind the US and developing countries�  No region is guaranteed any 
particular amount of funding but Ireland should aim to achieve at least €1�5 billion in funding 
under the scheme which has three main pillars - excellent science, industrial leadership and 
societal challenges�  This will require close co-operation between Enterprise Ireland, academic 
research institutions and potential beneficiaries to maximise our potential drawdown.  We are 
all well aware of the difficulties small and medium sized enterprises and businesses face in get-
ting bank funding�  It is important that they are assisted as much as possible in reaching the 20% 
target for funding under the latter two pillars�  In this regard, simplifying the application process 
and reducing the time to grant is crucial�  Too often we rightly associate European institutions 
with unnecessarily cumbersome processes which can lose sight of the purpose for which they 
are established in the first place.

Fianna Fáil has a proud record in supporting cutting edge research in Ireland�  From a 
situation where this area was completely neglected, Fianna Fáil in office introduced a range 
of supports which transformed the Irish research landscape, underpinning major employment 
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projects�  Fianna Fáil established Science Foundation Ireland in 1999�  This was a game changer 
and grew the reputation of Irish scientific research over a ten-year period and the chief execu-
tives, in turn, in Science Foundation Ireland led from the front�  Leadership is what made it a 
success�  Science Foundation Ireland created a high technology society in an economy that is 
intertwined with high quality universities, at third and fourth levels, led by research scientists 
with international reputations�  

Fianna Fáil in government set up a €5 million innovation fund to support enterprise develop-
ment and job creation by drawing top venture capitalists to Ireland�  It can be proud of its record 
in investment in research and development which has enhanced small and medium businesses, 
most of which are exporting goods�  We all know the mantra; we have to get people to export�  
We have to get Irish companies to grow the businesses and subsequently create employment�

However, the bad news is that home grown scientific research has been downgraded by the 
Government�  An open letter by almost 1,100 scientists in March 2011 sent a direct message to 
Government that current policy is undermining Ireland’s ability to carry out world-class scien-
tific research and educate the scientists of tomorrow.  The current science policies of the Gov-
ernment are not only negatively affecting research but also science education�  The open letter 
criticised current policy in rebalancing the existing funding between commercialisation and 
basic research�  We believe that a proportionate funding approach must be taken that ensures 
sustainable investment in order to maximise the economic dividend and attract foreign direct 
investment�  Where would we be without foreign direct investment?

When my husband, Padraic White, was managing director of the IDA from 1980 to 1990, 
I made a decision to join Fianna Fáil when it was in opposition because of the lack of interest, 
from my observations over ten years, by the then Taoiseach, the late Dr� Garret FitzGerald, and 
the then Minister for Industry and Commerce, John Bruton, to attract foreign direct investment 
to Ireland�  I was not born into Fianna Fáil; I was reared as a republican socialist�  Those are 
the facts�  I made the decision to join Fianna Fáil when it was in opposition because I saw the 
absence of any interest�  Where would our little country be without foreign direct investment?  
Many Members will recall the late Justin Keating who was Minister for Industry and Com-
merce�  He cried as he pleaded with foreign investors to come to Ireland because the country 
was so far behind�  If the Minister of State was in place then, he would not have done that�

During the period 2003-2011, the number of publications from researches in Ireland in-
creased sharply from 3,500 to more than 9,500�  However, in 2012 when the Government 
radically altered policy, this increase stopped abruptly and the publication output flatlined in 
the following years, representing the change in policy by the Government�  Horizon 2020 is a 
brilliant strategy from which I hope we can capitalise�  While the Irish economy is recovering, 
I worry about the European economy competing�  Even though China is in trouble, I think it 
will recover�  There are structural problems in the European economy�  I am shocked and disap-
pointed by the recent revelation that Volkswagen manipulated the emissions results for its diesel 
fuelled vehicles�  It the most disturbing example of corruption in my lifetime�

On a personal level, I have the highest regard for the Minister of State and wish him the best 
of luck�  Please excuse me but I must leave�

08/10/2015T00200Senator  Terry Brennan: Cuirim fáilte roimh an Aire Stáit go dtí an Seanad inniu�  I wel-
come the Minister of State�  Without any preamble, an impartial observer would regard Ire-
land’s  participation in the Horizon 2020 programme as very successful so far�  Ireland’s target, 
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under the Action Plan for Jobs 2014, was to attain €100 million of Horizon 2020 funding in its 
first year but it was exceeded by a total of €27 million.  A sum of €127 million in total is a very 
significant amount of research funding.  We should not rest on our laurels, as the Minister of 
State has stated, and must redouble our efforts to extract further funding over the coming years�

It is interesting to learn that 85% of funding won in 2014 came from the ICT area, research 
grants from the European Research Council, and training grants for researchers, advanced ma-
terials, advanced manufacturing and processing, biotechnology and agrifood�  Irish business 
received more than €35 million of the total amount won in 2014 and, impressively, almost three 
quarters of this funding went to SMEs.  The figures are very impressive.  However, outside of 
the financial aspect, the connection that these projects promote enable Irish researchers and 
companies to link, as the Minister of State has stated, with other high achieving comparative 
industries throughout the EU and the world.  This situation can only lead to our expertise influ-
encing others and, in turn, other experts influencing our people, all of which is very welcome.  

The success of the programme here and elsewhere has been largely attributed to the absence 
of red tape that crucified us for many decades.  The industry’s view, largely, is that the scheme 
is much more user-friendly than its predecessors and thus is much easier to apply�   In regard to 
the SME instrument under Horizon 2020, Ireland is at the top of the league table for attracting 
funding�  That is a major achievement and I urge the Minister of State not to underestimate the 
ranking�  

Earlier this year it was announced that three more Irish companies, including one based in 
the west, in Galway, has been selected in the latest round of phase 1 funding�  Aperilink Limited 
in Dublin, DiaNia Technologies Limited in Galway and IRIS Advanced Engineering Limited 
in Kerry will all receive €50,000 each for innovation.  The money will be used to finance fea-
sibility studies and business coaching is also available�  Impressively, the Insight Centre for 
Data Analytics was responsible for nearly 10% of the total amount awarded to Irish industry�  
In terms of the overall amount drawn down in Ireland, has the Minister of State some indica-
tive figures on how many jobs were created or secured as a result of this funding?  I realise that 
sometimes job creation is not an exact science but an indication would be helpful�  I have car-
ried out research and believe 30 Irish SMEs have received funding so far of which 25 received 
phase 1 funding of up to €50,000 each and two received phase 2 funding of up to €2�1 million 
each.  These figures date from July.  Has further progress been made since July?  

On a separate note, Professor Mark Ferguson, the director general of the Science Founda-
tion Ireland, wanted the new SFI-funded research centres to play a large part in Horizon 2020�  
He indicated that SFI wanted to be running the game for other people, or running very major 
applications�  He stated that the research centres SFI has funded are at a scale where they should 
be able to co-ordinate some of these European projects�  Can the Minister of State update us on 
how SFI has been successful in co-ordinating applications to date? 

Potential problems with eligibility were flagged prior to the launch of the programme.  The 
problems were due to the nature of contracts for early stage researchers in higher education�  
The point was made that younger researchers are in many cases barred from submitting grants 
under their own names because of contractual issues�  We need to come up with a contractual 
model that will enable young researchers to build their own research careers and at least offers 
them long-term contracts�  I know that was a concern of a DCU academic at the time�  Has the 
Minister of State any information on the matter?  Perhaps he will examine it�  
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I again voice my total support for the programme, which has been very successful to date�  I 
commend the Minister of State and his officials on the supports that have been put in place and 
on the excellent programme that has been rolled out�  Undoubtedly, Ireland is punching above 
its weight which is wonderful to see and long may it continue�  Ireland has taken the lead�  The 
Minister of State took on this programme with great gusto and vision and it seems to be the 
right portfolio for him.  I congratulate him and his officials on their success of which they can 
be very proud�  Well done�

08/10/2015T00300Senator  Sean d. Barrett: I welcome the Minister of State, as I always do when he visits 
this House�  I shall illustrate one programme where Ireland did lead and does lead�  I refer to 
aviation economics which Professors Ryan and McAleese promoted in TCD�  We produced 
in Mr� Michael O’Leary an outstanding student�  His business today carries over 100 million 
passengers and his model is used worldwide�  The previous model was one airline per country 
which was Government controlled and restricted new entrants�  Mr� O’Leary has completely 
blown the old model apart�  The new entrants like him are far more dynamic than the incum-
bents.  They redefined the product by taking out things that people did not really want in the 
traditional airlines�  Aer Lingus is an example of a traditional airline which reformed, unlike 
Air France, Lufthansa and British Airways which have not grown at all, a fact which has been 
documented by the OECD�  The best place to see how the model was working was to see it in 
the marketplace�  We knew from research that airfares were about three times what they should 
have been in Europe and could fall by two thirds�  They did so virtually from the outset�

During this process one ran up against the propaganda of the incumbents the whole time 
and fairly conservative civil servants who did not want to see the new research�  Happily, the 
consumer proved it right�  No pun intended but it was blue-skies research back in the day�  In-
terestingly, banks were not interested�  One of the problems with new products is that banks, 
particularly in Ireland, only lend on property�  I am afraid from what I have learned by working 
on the banking inquiry I do not see any sign that the situation will change�  I would love if banks 
went to the Minister of State’s office asking for good products in science in technology because 
they wanted to diversify and move away from being property obsessed�

When the Minister for Finance was here he changed the Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland memorandum and articles of association to say that they were, as far as possible, to keep 
it out of property and go for the kind of territory in which the Minister of State is interested, a 
move I fully support�  Of all the students we had, we did not know this particular one, Michael 
O’Leary, would become a world-class innovator and head of the biggest airline in the world 
without significant support by way of public subsidy.  I use him as an example I know of from 
being closely involved with the people concerned�  He did make Ireland the world leader in 
aviation leasing and it remains so to this day�  The person who bankrolled it initially was the 
late Dr� Tony Ryan�  He bore the losses in the business but it all turned out extremely well�  On 
whether we could have more winners, I fully support the aspiration of the Minister of State that 
we should�

We have been through the input stage, winning the awards and grants the Minister de-
scribed�  However, the concern in the an bord snip report related to when we would have the list 
of what has been invented as a result of this programme and of how our lives have been made 
easier because of these innovations and new technologies�  Science Foundation Ireland and the 
other agencies must relate better to taxpayers.  It is all very fine that we have won money from 
abroad and that we have invested money ourselves but the agencies must be able to explain 
how we are better off in our daily lives because they have carried out and funded this high level 
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research�  That is the next stage�

This is not a plea on behalf of a particular sector�  However, the failings of the European 
Union have been in regard to currency and its design, to overall economic policy, banking and 
in auditing�  Trying to make up for lapses in these areas by taking a few leaves from the book of 
Silicon Valley and technology is not enough�  Let us also do some of the basic things well, for 
example in the areas of public administration and the labour markets�  Europe has many poli-
cies which cause the kind of unemployment the programme proposed by the Minister of State is 
trying to cure, such as in the area of the economics of bureaucracy and weak fiscal policy.  We 
have not matched the record of the United States�  It is considered a bad month in the United 
States when 200,000 extra people are not added to the workforce�  Europe has not been next 
nor near that kind of performance�  Consider the mass unemployment in places such as Greece 
and Spain, for example�  Let us take a dynamic approach to economic policy and let us carry 
out research on that also�

Having listened to the evidence given at the banking inquiry, I am afraid that banking has 
not changed�  However, auditing may change next year when the Irish Financial Services Regu-
latory Authority assumes responsibility for it from the accounting bodies�  Many mistakes were 
made in these sheltered professions which have seriously limited the ability of every Member of 
this House to deal with public expenditure programmes�  I refer, for example, to the €64 billion 
the banks took from the Exchequer�

The governance of the European Union must change�  I almost give up hope in regard to tra-
ditional banks taking an interest in the science and technology area�  Perhaps venture capital or 
crowd funding may present a better possibility�  It would be interesting if the Minister of State, 
in his discussion with high tech firms, discovered whether they use traditional banks or whether 
they ever even have a conversation with them�  If traditional banks are declining in importance, 
why do we bother rescuing them at such a huge cost?  One of the figures in the run-in to the 
crisis concerning lending was that in the two pillar banks, less than 9% of the lending was to 
industry and agriculture combined�  The rest was property-based and personal lending�  That is 
not the kind of banking system that leads to the kind of growth we all wish for�

Firms should carry out more research.  I welcome the base erosion and profit shifting stud-
ies the OECD has produced�  I am sure the Minister of State will work with the Minister for 
Finance on this matter�  We are considering setting up a knowledge development box and that 
this expenditure will attract a 5% corporate tax rate�  There is more work to be presented on that 
in the next week or so.  Perhaps firms will say they will let the Government do all the research, 
but where is the current European equivalent of the Bell Laboratories, where the Bell company 
did significant research?  Guinness used to carry out significant research.  We expect compa-
nies, in return for the lowest corporation tax rate that can be found anywhere, namely, 12�5%, to 
engage in research rather than leave it all up to the national boards or taxpayers to do it on their 
behalf�  Companies should fund more research�  A major source of income for US universities, 
with which we must be able to compete, is philanthropy from corporates�  When I hear state-
ments from IBEC saying there should be more money spent on research, I suggest it should take 
the lead on this�  We gave out €64 billion for its members that are banks, so it should now fund 
some of the research, just as its opposite numbers and the parent companies of foreign direct 
investment companies do at home in the United States�

Another aspect of concern is that, within universities, knowledge development boxes are 
displacing research�  Members may have heard complaints that the University of Coleraine 
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language school is being shut down and that there are 1,250 fewer people studying languages�  
That is part of economic growth�  The vice chancellor shut down the language school�  It states 
on his CV that he chaired a research project elsewhere which had 300 researchers�  I would 
question whether that person has lost touch with what the role of a university is, which is to 
prepare the next generation of 18 to 22 year olds so that they can become the Michael O’Learys 
of the future and so they can speak continental and other foreign languages�

There is concern with regard to universities�  Blue-sky thinking is neglected�  Maybe the 
solution is that we should choose priority areas�  Perhaps 80% of the budget could be provided 
to specific areas and 20% could be free range.  We could then compare how the 20% free of the 
priorities tag worked�  Priorities do not last for ever�  They should shift, but the view is that some 
people get control of the money and declare themselves a national priority�  We all tend to do 
that from time to time, to think what we do is important�  However, there are dissident voices, 
particularly in universities, with regard to how research should be funded� 

We need more funding for the social sciences also and the Minister of State mentioned that�  
We also need more for economics�  We need more spent on contrarians�  One of the key issues in 
regard to the banking inquiry was that contrarians were marginalised�  Morgan Kelly had done 
research on 40 previous bank busts�  It is a pity his research did not gain more credence and 
traction and we might have been able to deal with it�  Part of the deal in research funding is that 
we do not want people to opt out of teaching�  It has been said “You could use this money to buy 
out your teaching”, but no way should anybody use the research money to do that, because we 
want the next generation of 18 to 22 year olds to be the next scientists winning prizes�  

 The Minister of State has come to the House in a great week, because William Campbell 
from Donegal has won a Nobel prize for medicine, which is a great honour for the country�  I 
wish the Minister of State well and assure him that we will be delighted to provide any observa-
tions or assistance we can to help him to fine tune the programme.

08/10/2015U00200Senator  John Gilroy: I welcome the Minister of State�  I would like to comment on a 
statement made by my friend and colleague, Senator White, who referred to a letter written by 
1,200 scientists - dated March 2011 - about two weeks after we formed the Government�  Sena-
tor White seems to attempt to lay the blame for a failed Fianna Fáil policy on two weeks of the 
current Government’s handling of the issue�

I welcome the Minister of State’s dynamism in this area�  Horizon 2020 is a dynamic docu-
ment and we are lucky to have the Minister of State in place in this regard, as he has moved 
very fast on this�  In November or December 2012, he moved to set targets to set up research 
strategic policy in proposal and industry groups and he has moved rapidly to place Ireland in a 
perfect position to take advantage of this enormous envelope of money to encourage research 
and development�

I wish to indicate my support for my colleague, Senator Barrett, on his mild criticism of the 
university sector with regard to its complaints of investment being displaced by this project�  A 
central role of a university is of course to encourage research, but it is more important for it to 
encourage education and to prepare the next generation of entrepreneurs and researchers for the 
market�  The sector has constantly complained in recent years of a lack of funding to bring its 
research to market�  I know several people working in the area and they complain there is great 
work being done in research in the universities, but when it comes to the final stage of bringing 
the research to market, there is a gap�  This is put down to funding and other causes, but univer-
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sities cannot complain now about the lack of funding with the level of investment provided by 
the Horizon 2020 programme�  Horizon 2020 recognises the changing nature of employment in 
the western world�  No longer can we compete with the emerging economies for manufacturing 
jobs because our unit costs of labour are simply uncompetitive�  Encouraging and developing 
the research and development sectors is where we are at and we are very good at it�  We have 
shown our ability to attract foreign direct investment to the tune of 125,000 direct jobs and 
probably even more again in spin-off jobs�  We have very successfully clustered our industries 
in this area in certain parts of the country�  Clusters have the spread-out effect of attracting ad-
ditional expertise and investment�

08/10/2015V00200deputy  damien english: Cork, for example�

08/10/2015V00300Senator  John Gilroy: Absolutely�  Cork is a perfect example�  I was just going to come to 
it�  The centres of employment in County Cork - Ringaskiddy, Little Island, Cork Airport Busi-
ness Park - are magnets for inward investment�  It is often too easy to think of inward invest-
ment as just being money�  It is also skill, expertise, innovation, enterprise and everything�  The 
energy that foreign direct investment brings is as important as the money�  It helps us foster our 
own national and local industry in these areas�

Considering the dynamism of Cork County Council, for instance, which is soon to be hap-
pily merged with Cork City Council - I suppose we will leave that issue for another day - the 
county manager has proposed plans for the development of a science and technology park adja-
cent to Cork Institute of Technology�  It is a 50 or 60 acre site which is ready for development�  
Cork is bursting with energy to attract this sort of thing�

It is great to see someone like the Minister of State, Deputy English, who is equally bursting 
with this energy and dynamism�  The amount of money he is pursuing is enormous�  He is set-
ting a target of €1�25 billion, which represents maybe 2�5% of the entire fund for the whole of 
Europe, of which Ireland’s population constitutes about 1%�  Senator Ó Domhnaill said that we 
punch above our weight and he is right, although it is not often I would agree with him�  

I welcome the document�  Its aims are excellent science, industrial leadership and societal 
challenges�  What could be more important?  These are the three key concepts of modern liv-
ing which Ireland wants to put to the fore in its international, investment and labour policies�  I 
wish the Minister of State well in continuing the good work he is doing here�  We look forward 
to achieving even better results in the coming years�

08/10/2015V00400Senator  Brian Ó domhnaill: Go raibh maith agat, a Leas-Chathaoirligh�  I welcome the 
Minister of State�  This important topic concerns investment in research development and job 
creation strategies within Ireland and across Europe in the years ahead�  Horizon 2020 is a very 
successful mechanism to drive research across Europe�  It is a €80 billion fund and I understand 
Ireland obtained around €35 million in 2014, of which about two thirds went to the SME sector�  
That is a positive story�  It can drive research�

Yesterday morning I attended the Teagasc briefing, where I met Professor Gerald F. Fitzger-
ald from UCC, who is at the cutting end of food technology and agri-food research�  Teagasc 
has some of the best agri-food researchers in the world based at Moorepark and in the organi-
sation, which is wonderful�  Ireland can develop a template by using the resources of Horizon 
2020 to place ourselves at the cutting edge of research, not only in the agri-food sector but 
across the spectrum�
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While America has always been viewed as the major hub of research, funding from the pub-
lic purse in the US has been stagnant or falling�  In Europe with Horizon 2020 and within the 
member states, funding has been increasing in certain areas�  That has to be welcomed�  There 
are other areas in which the Americans would be ahead�  They have sectoral research interests 
where they are very much more advanced than Europe, but Europe is ahead in terms of overall 
funding�

The research base we generated in Ireland over the previous programme, which is going 
to be advanced during Horizon 2020, has helped our foreign direct investment policy�  It has 
helped bring new jobs into the country and has enticed US multinationals to locate themselves 
here�  The issue of the tax base was touched on�  That issue is not going to go away; the Eu-
ropean Commission has an idea and, generally, when it has an idea the Commission follows 
through, regardless of how much time it takes�  It is looking at consolidation of that base�  That 
is a debate for a different day but it is something that will impact on foreign direct investors’ 
decisions to remain here�  I would be critical of some of the multinationals that are here, given 
the level of taxation they are paying�  That may also be a debate for a different day�

The level of co-funding from the Irish Exchequer is important here�  The Minister of State 
touched on it in his contribution�  There is a need to retain the level of co-funding�  What is 
the Government’s strategy on this for the lifetime of Horizon 2020?  What is the Department’s 
strategy?

Senator Barrett touched on something important regarding research opportunities for uni-
versities�  Third and fourth level institutions will see this as an opportunity to attract funding�  
They would argue that they have been depleted of funding from the public purse�  As a result, 
they see research as a way of filling the gap to meet the deficit in funding.  I agree with Sena-
tor Barrett there is a danger that attention would move from teaching students and producing 
graduates to research�  Although there is nothing wrong with that, it would mean the focus 
would move away from providing the world-class education that can be and is being provided 
in the Republic�  It is a double-edged sword and I am not sure what are the Minister of State’s 
views on it�

With the global population due to increase between now and 2050 there are huge opportuni-
ties, particularly in the agri-food area, which are being capitalised upon�  We need to continue 
to capitalise on them under Horizon 2020�  The pharmaceuticals and other areas are also sig-
nificant.

Would it be the Minister of State’s opinion that there is enough of a joined-up approach 
within the Department to assist applicants?  The success rate is only running at about 16% of 
all Irish applications�  That means 84% of applications have been unsuccessful in attracting 
funding at European level�  Is there anything that can be done to increase the success rate?  It is 
a competitive process�  Are applications not being prepared properly or is there something else 
that can be done by the State to support individual or collective applications?

I welcome what the Minister of State has had to say�  This represents something very posi-
tive in terms of driving research and creating employment�  However, research and develop-
ment do not necessarily translate directly into jobs�  The Horizon 2020 programme ultimately 
is a European programme�  Generally speaking, if the research is created then the jobs will 
develop close to where it is based�  
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I wish the Minister of State well in his role�  I am sure he is not relishing an early election 
given the amount of work he has to do before then�

08/10/2015V00500Senator  Cáit Keane: We have an innovative Minister of State here, in view of what he has 
done on apprenticeships, education and such like�

2 o’clock

I congratulate the Minister of State on that�  Europe is the home of Curie, Einstein, and 
Newton�  It is the birthplace of modern science and innovation�  With names like Boyle, Shack-
leton and Boole, Ireland has had a proud role in building that tradition of innovation and firm-
ing up on that reputation�  I note that Shackleton’s cabin came home to Kildare, although it 
is in Clifden at the moment being repaired, and it will be there shortly�  More than most in 
Europe, this island has made a clear name for itself as a place of rich culture and innovation�  
Irish women and men have drawn from that richness to innovate new approaches and creative 
interpretations right around the world�  Another speaker referred to Dr� William Campbell from 
Donegal, who won the Nobel Prize�

  This freedom of thinking is the putty used by scientists and artists to shape ideas that carry 
the sciences and the arts forward in new and exciting directions�  All of this represents the boom 
of modern European democracies�  Where Europe’s past economies were powered by conquest, 
its modern economies are powered by creative ideas and innovation�  There are new players on 
the world stage now�  Where once Europe was the only horse at the races, the US overtook us in 
the 20th century as the major world economy�  The past 50 years have seen China race forward, 
although it may be slowing down a little now�  While there was a recent hiccup it was consid-
ered the economy to watch�  Other countries such as Brazil and India are also pushing forward�  
That is good news for the developing world�  The inequality that was once seen as a given is 
now a receding reality in a world were once-subject nations take their place on the world stage�

  While that is good news on one level, as Europeans we greet the aggressive shift in eco-
nomic power with caution�  One of the roles of the European Union is to make sure that Europe 
continues to play a major role in order that together we can support what we are best at, namely, 
innovation�  As a brain economy, and the home of many of the world’s biggest brain businesses, 
particularly information technology, Ireland is rightly seen as a key player in Europe’s brain 
economy�  I also mention the pharma sector for all the research and innovation going on in this 
country�  We welcome supports from the EU for research and innovation�  It is with all of this 
as background that Horizon 2020 funds research and innovation in EU member states�  It is 
not news to this House that the focus of this Fine Gael-led Government, along with the Labour 
Party, is regaining stability for our nation�  We must look after that and not squander it, given the 
dignity created for people through jobs that have emerged from creative ideas and innovation�  
We know that Irish jobs today mean support for innovation�

  Spearheaded by Enterprise Ireland, Irish innovators and businesses have received €127 
million in the programme’s first year.  As expected, Ireland is punching above its weight in 
terms of our success�  Congratulations are due to those individuals, businesses and educational 
research institutes who continue to claim a role in building not just Ireland’s economic future, 
but Europe’s economic future�  That is something of which we can be very proud�

  We must always try to advance the percentage of GDP but it must be acknowledged that it 
has increased from €1�8 billion to €2�7 billion�  Ireland and Slovenia are the highest achieving in 
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the business sector for innovation�  I agree with what Senator Barrett said about the fact that we 
are not in that category in terms of research in the education sector�  Creative minds do not just 
happen, they must be inculcated�  I support the early intervention programme being introduced 
by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Deputy Reilly�  That is when innovation starts�  
It is like birdsong and the hummingbird�  If young people are not channelled towards creativity 
and innovation early in life, then one loses the ability�  I accept third level education is important 
but we must consider how innovative minds are created�  As Maria Montessori said, the inquir-
ing mind is created from nought to three years and three to six years�  Edward Sagan made a 
similar point�  I want the message to go out loud and clear when we speak about the Horizon 
programme�  What is important is early intervention, creativity and innovation in education�

  This country is now economically stable�  Ours is the fastest growing economy in the EU 
today�  That is amazing news after what happened to our economy�  Innovation is central to that 
success and central to our future�  We must ensure that we continue to create innovative minds�  
It is the free thinker who becomes an innovative spirit�  We are going down that road in educa-
tion�

  Our membership of the European Union is key to our continuing success, and Horizon 
2020 is a key part of that�  It is important to note that something that is not addressed is that in-
novation needs two things, first, innovating thinking, which is helped by the education process 
and early intervention and, second, support is needed to turn ideas into something real and mar-
ketable�  Funding and innovation vouchers, through Enterprise Ireland, are part of the support 
that is available�  We rate highly in terms of funding to business but more funding should be 
available to small and medium enterprises�  If support could be somewhat increased then the 
small ideas could be turned into something real and marketable�  Many companies have real 
ideas but they require help getting the ideas to the marketplace�  There can be stumbling blocks 
to getting to that stage�  With the European Union, through Horizon 2020, Ireland can now of-
fer more support�  We must continue to focus on creating learning environments where young 
people have the freedom, not just to learn but to think�  It is important to learn how to learn�

08/10/2015W00200Minister of State at the department of education and Skills  (deputy  damien eng-
lish): I thank the Leas-Chathaoirleach for the opportunity to have this debate�  It was good to 
have the opportunity to talk about Horizon 2020 in the Seanad and to discuss the results of the 
programme to date and to engage with Members�  I will try to answer some of the issues and 
questions that came up during the debate�  If I cannot provide a response I will come back to 
the House with the information�

It is clear that most Members understand how important the initiative is to us as a country�  
Horizon 2020 gives us access to a pot of funding to fund research and to drive on the ideas and 
concepts and get more enterprises engaged in the process�  A big hope for Horizon 2020 is that 
it will draw in a lot more enterprises of all sizes and for them to realise how important innova-
tion is�

The changes to Horizon 2020 have made it easier to access funding as much of the red tape 
has been cut out.  SMEs now say they find it much easier to seek funding currently than under 
the previous regime�  We are constantly trying to push for change and reform�  It does not mean 
the system is perfect, which it is not, and we need to do more work on it�

We provide much support for those who make applications for funding and private compa-
nies are also beginning to get involved in the provision of support�  We do a great deal and our 
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door is open for people to ask for support�  Our success rate is higher than the average in terms 
of the number of applications�  We do quite well�  It is normal to have a high failure rate, but we 
would like to see many more applications as well�  I accept that failure is not attractive, which is 
the reason some companies might feel discouraged from getting involved in the process�  While 
we are above the average in terms of success, we aim to make that even higher again�

It is important that all concerned would take the time to familiarise themselves with the 
programme and the benefits of Horizon 2020.  Members of the Seanad have done that.  I have 
asked the same of those involved with representative bodies in the enterprise area�  It is impor-
tant that everyone would seek assistance from the national support network led by Enterprise 
Ireland�  As Minister of State with responsibility for this area I welcome the interest shown by 
Senators�  When I got the job I said that it is something we must discuss a lot more both in this 
House and in committee�  We must be aware of the importance of advocacy so as to promote 
research and innovation and to drive the country’s recovery, as well as the impact it will have 
all over Europe�  The change is evident in companies that get involved in research, development 
and innovation�

Senator Keane is correct that innovation starts early in the education system�  We are exam-
ining how we can increase the drive for innovation and an entrepreneurship culture, which is 
part of the focus, from a younger age through early education and intervention in primary, sec-
ondary and third level�  That is part of the work we are doing with both the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation and the Department of Education and Science�  We are considering 
how we can improve innovation and get people thinking along those lines from an earlier stage�

Yesterday, we launched Science Week, which takes place from 6 to 15 November�  During 
that week we hope to have an event for Oireachtas Members�  That is part of the process of 
trying to get the message out on the importance of engagement in science�  There will be more 
than 800 events during Science Week throughout the country under the auspices of the educa-
tion system, community centres and various other places�  They will all drive the awareness of 
science and try to get people interested�  As I said at the launch of Science Week, some people 
are genuinely interested�  Anyone who spends time with young people or who have children 
are aware that they constantly ask “Why, why, why?” and “How, how, how?”  That is what one 
wants�  They are naturally-born scientists�  What we must do is keep that interest going�  Some-
times we stop young people asking questions and that is where we fail�  We must constantly 
encourage young people to push the boundaries and to ask more questions, and not to be quiet 
and sit in the corner�  We must adapt education methods to encourage the interest and involve-
ment of young people�

I take every opportunity to improve the approach nationally and to encourage potential ap-
plicants for EU research funding�  Every week, we engage in many events in order to push the 
message about the importance of getting involved in research�  It is building up our expertise�  
Even in the case of failed applicants, the chances are that they will have learned much from 
the process and that will help them the next time around.  There is sufficient opportunity in a 
five-year or six-year programme to get involved again or to join another research team and col-
laborate across the board�

I am encouraged by the interest in this area�  Yesterday, we also launched SFI’s science 
barometer�  SFI engaged Millward Brown, of which Senators will be aware as a result of its 
political polling, to gauge people’s interest in and knowledge of science�  The results are quite 
interesting and I encourage Senators to read the report, which was published yesterday�  It 
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shows a very strong awareness among Irish people of all ages�  This research was conducted in 
their houses on the importance of science, the importance of the science, technology, engineer-
ing and maths, STEM, subjects, and the importance of spending on research to the economy 
and society for the benefits of health and energy, etc.  People get it and the report shows that.  
We need to build on their interest�  There is a desire for more knowledge and information�  It 
is up to us, collectively, to get that message out�  I acknowledge the cross-party support when 
it comes to spending on research and development, and investment in innovation�  We need to 
build on that and get that message out to the community�

We are more than half-way through the second year of the programme and it is important 
to keep the momentum going.  Some Senators referred to the success of the first year.  Senator 
Brennan asked about the targets for this year and next year�  We have set higher targets�  We 
want to double it again and we need to keep pushing on it�  It is not a case of sitting back�  Each 
year is a separate year�  We need to tick that box and move on to the next one�  We have to push 
hard and we will do so�

It is important to increase the scale, engage more companies in the programme and aim big�  
Ireland needs to take the lead in some of these collaborations and not always to sit back�  The 
more leadership we can show, the more funding we can win�  We also need to develop our ex-
pertise and look at the background of our researchers, including their own education�

As I said in my opening statement, we have shown that we have an excellent science system 
and it allows us to compete with the best�  I intend to ensure this remains the case�  That is also 
about the drive for talent�  We are producing our science strategy and a big focus of that will be 
on excellence, impact, enhancing prioritisation and developing that talent�  That applies across 
all the disciplines�  We need to drive more of a multidisciplinary approach where we can when 
it comes to the science and research agenda�

Some Senators asked about research to market�  I think we have improved much of our of-
fering and our drive to get that research to market�  That has been a big focus of prioritisation�  
In the science strategy we will look at more ways, if we can, to increase that�  Knowledge Trans-
fer Ireland� KTI, has probably been in operation for 18 months�  That is to engage with the sys-
tem to make it easier for that research to get to market, have it commercialised and encourage 
more spin-outs.  Most of our universities and ITs have their own knowledge transfer offices in 
house, with people employed directly to push that research out�  I want to see more of it pushed 
out there�  I have toured many of the universities and met all the players�  I get the impression 
that there is a considerable amount of research that can be used�  We need to encourage it more 
to be out there�  There may often be a sense of fear that if it is pushed out too soon there is a risk 
of missing something big�  As a country, we have to get our research out there and get it utilised 
as best we can�  We need to engage with companies to drive that agenda�  KTI is doing a good 
job under Ms Alison Campbell�

Senator White mentioned a target of €1�5 billion�  I am not sure if it was a direct request to 
increase the target or just a figure.  We constantly review our targets.  I believe €1.25 billion is 
quite an ambitious target and it will take a serious drive to achieve that�  We will review this 
midway through but we are constantly reviewing it�  If we think we can go for a higher target, 
we will�  We will not leave money behind us if we can get it at all�  The Senator can trust me on 
that as well�  Again, it depends on the success rate�

Reference was made to the letter signed by the 900 scientists�  I have tried to engage with 
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many of these people in recent months�  We had considerable consultation on a new strategy 
to address their concerns�  Many of their concerns are not based on fact�  The percentage of 
money spent on basic research and frontier research versus applied research has not changed 
that much�  So their concerns are not always factually based, but there is a perception and we 
need to deal with that perception because it is important that everyone in the science community 
feels content that they have access to competitive funding�  We will certainly make that very 
clear in the new strategy�

Less money has been available through all Departments in recent years�  I will not go into 
the history of that�  It has meant that less money has been spent on research and innovation, 
which is a shame�  It is something we will correct under the new strategy over the next three or 
four years�  There has been a very strong Government commitment to reach 2�5% and we will 
hit that in 2020�  We must go beyond it and not just stop there�  However, it is not a case of us 
having changed the percentages or that there is less money for one sector as opposed to another�  
There has been less money available�  We are trying to push for more competitive resources�  
We are looking at new systems and a new strategy to focus it more on roots to funding with 
more opportunity for people to win funding�  However, I stress that it will be competitive�  It 
will be to win and individuals will need to make their case to get it�  That may address some of 
Senator Barrett’s concerns�  We should see a return from that to which I refer�

We are constantly looking towards new metrics to measure it�  It is not always easy to 
measure the entire spend because sometimes there is a societal benefit.  We have made great 
progress when it comes to the treatment of cancer�  How can that be measured in terms of jobs 
or money?  There is a major societal benefit.  There is that crossover.  Where we can measure 
and track it, however, we need to do so to be able to prove our case�  The science strategy is a 
business case to win more investment�  Where we can, we have to follow our money through the 
system�  That should be done in all Departments�  It is working well now in some of the health 
changes where the money follows the patient�  That is what we are trying to do there as well�

It is important that we continue to fund research in all disciplines - frontier, basic and so on�  
We need to do that as best we can and get the right spend�  We are proud of the prioritisation 
agenda, which has worked quite well over the past four or five years.  It has helped us retain 
the resources we need in this area in the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation�  It has 
delivered results and it will be a major plank of the new strategy as well as recognising that we 
have to make sure we get the spend across the board�

 Senator Brennan asked about the €100 million and we touched on that�  Our targets are 
redoubling every year and we keep pushing them as well�  He asked about the jobs�  It is not an 
exact science when it comes to jobs�  However, companies that spend on research and devel-
opment and get involved in innovation are those which are doubling both their size and their 
exports�  They are also increasing the number of people they employ�  We know that for a fact�  
By comparison, companies that do not get involved in research and development are going 
the other way�  We need to push this in order to drive our economy�  Our recovery is based on 
people’s interest in research and development and on using this to drive innovation�  Innovation 
comes for other reasons as well�  That would be the proof of it there�

The Senator asked if the SFI centres are prioritised under Horizon 2020�  They certainly are�  
For example, Tyndall tried to win one third of its funding from the EU framework programme 
for research and innovation�  So all our universities and research centres are aiming high to try 
to tap into Horizon 2020�  Many of them are employing project managers to drive that effort to 
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increase their applications and increase their chances of winning�

The Senator asked for the most recent results.  We have shared those results - the early fig-
ures for 2015, as well as those for 2014�  They are all quite positive�  We will have more results 
in November and I will make sure the Senator gets them and we can get them discussed�  We 
are happy to pass on those data�

Senator Barrett referred to blue-sky research�  That can and does result in commercial op-
portunities�  I have seen some of the projects that came through Trinity College recently�  They 
would have started back seven or eight years at a very early stage with basic research and end 
up in a spin-out company and create jobs�  There have been a few recently in which we have 
been involved�  It is not possible to have one without the other in my view but we need to get 
the balance right�  That is something we are constantly working on�  We have a target to have a 
majority percentage of competitive funding because that forces all of us to do our best and aim 
high and will have the greatest economic and societal benefit to Ireland and to Europe.  We are 
committed to funding for frontier research and oriented basic research�

The Senator asked if SFI has a range of targets and how we track that�  SFI has a range 
of targets and metrics that it must achieve and show�  Much of its work is also internationally 
judged�  It does not just compliment itself and pat itself on the back�  Much of the work, along 
with its targets and metrics, are peer reviewed�  It has other targets for spin-outs, new compa-
nies, intellectual property and industrial collaboration.  We are trying to find new ways to mea-
sure that industrial collaboration�  Many of our universities and ITs have now developed much 
stronger relationships with industry.  We need to work out how to reflect that and measure it.  It 
is not always just through a spin-out or a product�  That relationship can generate a considerable 
amount of activity down the road.  So we need to find more ways to measure that and have that 
conversation�  We need to encourage other areas that do not do enough of it�  We need that col-
laboration of enterprise and industry into our educational system, our educational stakeholders 
and our research community�  I always say that the best way for us to get a result for taxpayers’ 
money in this area is through a combination of private money with public money�  That is how 
we will achieve our targets�

I think I have dealt with most of the concerns raised�  I was asked about priorities�  We are 
constantly changing them�  In the new strategy we will look at challenge-based funding�  Apart 
from our priority agenda which we are constantly trying to streamline and improve, we also 
have other challenges such as the greener Ireland�  That is something the Seanad could discuss 
and feed into�  We will set out challenges and try to put money behind them as well�  That is 
what we aim to do through our strategy�

Senator Brian Ó Domhnaill referred to the Government’s commitment to the target�  Our 
commitment is strong and we are delivering on it�  We all accept that we went through years 
when less money was available to all Departments�  We have recommitted in the programme for 
Government to get the 2�5% rate referred to and we have to push beyond that because we will 
not compete in ten years’ time if we are still at 2�5%�  The Senator is correct�  Countries such as 
Denmark, Finland and Sweden are at the 2�5% rate and we need to be up at that level�  Israel is 
at 4% and it has large number of startups�  That is the kind of target we have to reach and drive 
this on�  We cannot take this for granted and I think most members accept that�  Supports are 
available if people need to tap in and ask for them�

I think I have dealt with most of the concerns raised by Members�  Senator Cáit Keane is 
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right, science is the pipeline of talent for the future�  The important issue is to get the message 
out to young people, those choosing their careers, that science is an area in which they can do 
well and in which they can have careers�  Science can bring one through technology, engineer-
ing, mathematics and into many different areas of employment�  Technology has a role every-
where�  We need to get parents to understand this�  We also have to get the education system 
to move with the times, to constantly change and adapt�  We have the digital strategy, which is 
another step in the right direction�  There is still plenty of room for improvement�  The more 
money we have in the coming years the more we can do but we cannot sit back�  

The interaction with enterprise and education - working together, planning ahead, spending 
the money together - will give us the best results throughout the system�  I appreciate education 
is much bigger than enabling one to get a job but a major issue for parents is to get their children 
through an education system in order to get them a career, a job�  Education and continuous 
education has to be looked at constantly�  One can use it to get oneself a job and then one has 
time to add to it but it is a combination of both�  Certainly there is a need to bring enterprise 
initiatives through the education system�  We are looking at that issue�  Finland is one of the best 
at doing this we need to copy it�  

I hope I have dealt with most of the questions raised by Members�  If I have missed anything 
I will follow up on it as I am conscious that Members may want me to conclude�

08/10/2015Y00200an Leas-Chathaoirleach: When is it proposed to sit again?

08/10/2015Y00300Senator  Terry Brennan: Next Tuesday at 1 p�m�

The Seanad adjourned at 2�25 p�m� until 1 p�m� on Tuesday, 13 October 2015�


