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Developments in Palestine: Engagement with Ambassador of Palestine

Chairman: I have received apologies from Deputy Brian Leddin and Senator Wilson.  I 
welcome not only the members in the committee room but also those joining us by Zoom.  In 
the first part of our meeting, we are very pleased to meet H.E. Dr. Jilan Abdalmajid, ambassador 
and head of mission of Palestine to Ireland, for an update on current developments in Palestine.  
She is very welcome to our meeting.  We will hear an opening statement from her before pro-
ceeding to questions and answers with members of the committee.

Before proceeding to the business of the meeting, I remind members that mobile phones 
should be switched off completely or put on aeroplane mode for the duration of the meeting 
because they are likely to cause interference with the recording equipment in our rooms, even 
when in silent mode.

I remind members of the long-standing parliamentary practice to the effect that they should 
not comment on, criticise or make charges against any person or body outside the House or an 
official either by name or in such a way as to make him, her or it identifiable.

Witnesses are protected by absolute privilege in respect of the presentation they make to 
the committee.  This means they have an absolute defence against any defamation action taken 
based on what they say at the meeting.  However, it is expected that nobody will abuse this priv-
ilege.  It is my duty as Chair to ensure it is in no way abused or adversely managed.  Therefore, 
if statements are potentially defamatory in respect of an identifiable person or entity, witnesses 
will be directed by me to discontinue their remarks.  It is imperative that these directions be 
complied with.  However, I do not expect that non-compliance will be a feature of our meeting 
either today or any other day.

I call on Dr. Jilan Abdalmajid to make her opening statement.

H.E. Dr. Jilan Abdalmajid: I would like to express my profound appreciation to the Chair-
man, Senators and Deputies for inviting me to appear before this committee and Parliament, 
which reflects the meaning of democracy and presents freedom of speech.  It is my hope that we 
will witness this soon in the state of Palestine.  It is a pleasure to be with the members to share 
my reflections on the Palestinian struggle against injustice.  I will be talking about the longest 
belligerent occupation in modern history, but not in a way to count how many Palestinians 
were killed, although this means a lot to us, or how many were jailed or detained just because 
they resisted occupation, a right that is protected by international law.  Neither will I address 
the suffering of our children, their basic right to education and their right to play and grow in a 
safe environment without the anxiety that one night they might be burned alive in their sleep or 
attacked by soldiers or settlers; the apartheid wall that was built in 2004 and that extends more 
than 9% beyond the green line into the West Bank and creates a fait accompli, forcing thousands 
of Palestinians to suffer; and the 13 years of inhumane blockade and the repeated military as-
sault against Gaza.  I could go on and on with many more examples.  This is life for us.

Oppression by the Israeli occupation has been reflected in every single aspect of our daily 
lives for the past 53 years.  It is 72 years since the partition plan that brought historic Palestine 
and its indigenous people into a new reality of accepting the compromise of existing on only 
22% of their land, as adopted by the United Nations in 1967.  Now the Palestinians are strug-
gling to keep even this reduced area.  The Trump plan for the Middle East showed a fragmented 
and much reduced Palestine.  That plan was rejected not only by the Palestinians but also by the 
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international community. 

The topic I have chosen to highlight is currently subject to international attention.  I will 
focus on annexation, which brings to the fore the issue of enacting international law to address 
the war crimes committed by way of settlement and settler implantation.  How does annexation 
affect the Palestinians?  What impacts does it have on their lives?  What would be the conse-
quences if Israel went ahead with the de jure annexation?  What would be the Palestinians’ 
alternative to combat this?

To focus on annexation, I have to outline the history.  The British mandate over historical 
Palestine, from 1918 until 1948, encouraged Jewish immigration.  Britain kept the promise 
made in 1917 by its foreign secretary, Mr. Arthur James Balfour, in the declaration that bears his 
name, “to favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people”.  In 
1947, Britain handed the Palestine problem to the United Nations, which voted for the partition 
of Palestine into Arab and Jewish states. 

Since its creation in 1948, Israel planned a long-term strategy of land acquisition of histori-
cal Palestine and of ensuring that the majority of Israel’s population there would remain Jewish.  
The latest and most obvious example of this could be found in the overtly racist and sectarian 
Jewish nation state law. 

  With no defined border, Israel worked on bringing in as many Jewish immigrants as pos-
sible and keeping as little of the Palestinian population as possible in historical Palestine.  This 
is widely documented and is clearly laid out in historian Ilan Pappé’s The Biggest Prison on 
Earth.  To maintain its population’s majority, Israel embraced several strategies and tactics and 
adopted several laws.  Among other regulations, orders or measures, Israel adopted the law of 
return, the absentee law, the national law and many other governmental decrees to legalise its 
policies to evict, expel and possess Palestinian land.  While destroying and erasing more than 
500 villages and towns during the Nakba, more than 750,000 Palestinians were forcibly dis-
placed.  

For many years, Israel, the occupying power, has used various policies to evict more Pales-
tinians.  Demolition, expulsion, acquisition, dispossession and displacement in the past decade 
enabled Israel to expand beyond its 1967 borders to create a de facto situation in flagrant vio-
lation of international law.  Many settlements have been built.  The pact increased in the past 
decade.  There are now more than 600,000 settlers living in 250 settlements and outposts in 
occupied Palestinian territories that have been built on lands expropriated from the Palestinians.  
Settlements cover almost 10% of the West Bank but have a direct control over 40% of the West 
Bank.  Each settlement diverts natural resources such as water away from Palestinians, causing 
untold hardship for the farmers and citizens who rely on water for survival and end up having 
to buy it back at a premium from an Israeli company.  Each settlement has infrastructure that 
Palestinians are not allowed to use, such as roads, leisure facilities, and parks.  The settlements 
profit from and exploit our resources, with some of Israel’s largest industrial parks placed in 
occupied territories to bypass their own environmental laws and to exploit cheap Palestinian 
labour.  This colonisation project more than doubled during the four-year tenure of outgoing US 
President Donald Trump.

Settlements are illegal according to international law.  The United Nations Security Council 
adopted Resolution 2334 in 2016 which, “Reaffirms that the establishment by Israel of settle-
ments in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, has no legal 
validity and constitutes a flagrant violation under international law”.
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Trade with Israeli settlements is also illegal.  The EU issued a guideline in 2014 outlining 
that settlement-made products must be labelled correctly.  The UN also created a database of 
companies operating in Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem, but 
economic sanctions have yet to be applied, meaning that the settlement enterprise continues 
with impunity, grinding Palestinians underfoot as it does so.

As occupation persists without holding Israel accountable, the occupying power will con-
tinue to oppress the Palestinian people and move from one strategy to another to keep its coloni-
sation project alive and flourishing.  This would not be possible without major support.  Israel’s 
recent announcement of a de jure annexation plan follows the announcement of US President 
Donald Trump’s peace plan for the Middle East in January 2020, which proposed that areas of 
the occupied West Bank be annexed by Israel.  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
before the third round of elections in March this year, said that he is planning effectively to an-
nex 30% of the West Bank, and doubled down on this, stating later on that, “We’re here to stay, 
forever.”

In practice, Israeli laws already apply to settlers, though not to Palestinians, who are subject 
only to Israeli military orders and Palestinian laws.  Such a discrimination is clear and obvious.  
The de facto annexation of Palestinian territory has been going on for decades.  Dozens of UN 
experts have voiced concerns that the proposed annexation plan would create a 21st century 
apartheid.  Annexation, which is an extension of occupation, recently brought the whole world 
into agreement in respect of international law.  “Annexation” is the term applied when a state 
unilaterally proclaims its sovereignty over another territory.  Israel annexed and applied its 
laws over East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights in 1967.  In 1981, Israel adopted the law that 
declared Jerusalem as complete, unified and the capital of Israel.  These unilateral moves were 
rejected by the UN, but as of yet, Israel has not faced any consequences for these acts.

Annexation can have serious implications.  For example, the residency and citizenship sta-
tus of Palestinians in the proposed annexed territory is not yet clear.  Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has said publicly that Palestinian residents in the areas to be annexed would 
not be given Israeli citizenship.  Annexation would also likely result in the mass expropriation 
of privately owned Palestinian land and other private property.  The annexation of Israeli settle-
ments will most likely include the expropriation of agricultural lands owned by Palestinians in 
the occupied Palestinian territories.

The annexation of large parts of the West Bank would also further limit Palestinians’ free-
dom of movement.  Many of the existing restrictions are directly linked to the settlements, 
including restrictions aimed at protecting the settlements, settlers and maintaining buffer zones.  
The ongoing blockade of Gaza entrenches the fragmentation of the Palestinian territories and 
remains a major factor in facilitating the annexation of parts of the West Bank.  Gaza is a part 
of the occupied Palestinian territories and the state of Palestine.  No state in Gaza and no settle-
ments without Gaza.

The situation in Gaza has become hell on earth.  My parents still live there and can give a 
first-hand account of the cruelty of the blockade, particularly on low-income families who are 
highly affected and suffer daily from lack of food, water, medication and hope.  It becomes 
unbearable to live.  A UN report stated that Gaza will not be liveable by 2020.  We are almost 
at the end of 2020 and almost 2 million resilient Palestinian are living in dire conditions and 
always expecting a crushing attack from the occupying powers.  Gaza is bombarded regularly 
by the Israeli military and those living near the border routinely have their crops sprayed with 
insecticide or sewage flooding their farmlands.  Fishermen are shot at daily and weekly as they 
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try to make a meagre living in a punitively reduced maritime border.  The problem in Gaza is 
political.  People fight to breathe freely, and Gaza calls on the world to end the siege.

The status quo has, for most Israelis, become relatively peaceful and bearable.  Many see 
little incentive for adopting a risky and uncertain two-state solution.  For the Palestinians, the 
only thing that really matter for them is to keep up and maintain their roots deep in their land 
and resist the occupation for their freedom and to stay standing and defending their rights to 
self-determination. We remain steadfast on our home and we will bring peace from the Holy 
Land and the cradle of civilisation to the whole world.  We remain deeply rooted to our land and 
our heritage.  We also remain committed to a just peace that fulfils our aspirations of freedom 
and independence in a sovereign state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital.

Europe has international responsibilities, not only because of its commitments to the human 
rights but also because Europe is the largest trade partner for Israel.  Consequences for human 
rights violations can be introduced through European foreign policy by effectively using Eu-
rope’s considerable leverage.  Recognition of the state of Palestine is essential.  We call on the 
Irish Government to enact the motion passed in 2014 to recognise the state of Palestine.

The role of Ireland in the United Nations Security Council is vital for promoting peace and 
human rights issues.  It would be highly recommended that Senators and Deputies consider 
writing to the UN representative of Ireland to continue promoting peace.  Great work can be 
achieved on this issue during Ireland’s tenure.  Let us work together to protect the rule of law 
and protect the rights of Palestinians.  The time is now.

Chairman: I thank the ambassador for what was a most stark and disturbing presentation 
to the committee.  I thank her for coming.  Committee members will be apprised of the fact that 
there were a series of maps accompanying the ambassador’s presentation which were on the 
screen and have been made available for members.  I call members to submit questions to the 
ambassador for the remainder of our meeting.

Deputy  John Brady: I welcome the ambassador.  I think she only took up the position in 
January so I congratulate her.  I think it is her first time in the committee in her formal capac-
ity.  If anyone was under any illusion as to what is happening in Palestine, the ambassador’s 
presentation and the five maps she showed us illustrate starkly the reality on the ground, what 
is happening and what has happened over the past hundred years or so in terms of the breaking 
up of the possibility of a viable Palestinian state.

There has been much debate over the past number of months when there was an announce-
ment made that large sections of the West Bank would be taken in and annexation would hap-
pen.  There was a lot of focus on that and a lot of rhetoric.  The plans have been temporarily 
shelved but have not gone away.  The reality on the ground, on which I ask the ambassador 
to elaborate a bit more, is that we see the approval of more illegal settlements.  We see 5,000 
being approved over the past month or two; in the past couple of weeks, we see another 1,200 
being approved in the north of Bethlehem.  We know annexation is happening.  I questioned 
our Minister for Foreign Affairs on this last week, and he uses the term “creeping annexation”.  
I ask the ambassador to comment on that. 

This year alone we have seen more Palestinian homes being demolished than at any point 
since 2016.  I ask the ambassador to comment on that.  Much of the demolition taking place is 
not confined to homes being demolished, which is appalling; it is also other critical infrastruc-
ture being demolished by illegal Israeli actions.  Much of that infrastructure is paid for by the 
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EU and Irish taxpayers.  Belgium issued a bill to the Israeli authorities for infrastructure that 
was destroyed by the Israelis.  I questioned our Minister on the issue last week.  He did not 
respond directly but, as a way of putting pressure on the Israelis, the Irish should follow suit 
and serve a bill.

If one looks at the commentary from the international community, there has been a lot of 
condemnation of the actions of Israel, not just in the recent past.  If one looks at the UN, for 
example, as of 2013, Israel has been condemned by 45 separate resolutions by the UN Human 
Rights Council, taking up more than 45.9% of all country-specific resolutions by the council.  
Our own foreign Minister recently condemned some of the actions carried out by Israel.  Some 
of those statements are welcome but it has gone beyond the point of condemnation.  Condem-
nation is not having any real effect on the illegal actions by Israel.   What practical measures 
should the international community take to end the Israeli occupation of Palestine and bring 
Israel to abide by international law? 

I will ask the ambassador about the continued expansion of the illegal settlements.  The UN 
and the EU have produced different documents on produce in those areas.  There was a lot of 
debate in this Parliament around the Control of Economic Activity (Occupied Territories) Bill 
2018 and we know, unfortunately, what happened that Bill and why it happened.  The Palestin-
ian people were sold out by this Parliament and politicians.  Some parties who had championed 
the Bill quickly and easily sold out the Palestinian people for the sake of getting into power.  
That is a shameful indictment on those parties.  Does the ambassador think the occupied ter-
ritories Bill is needed at this point more than any other?  Will she comment on that?

I have already spoken about the words of condemnation that go into a vacuum, words re-
lated to Israel, its actions, the imprisonment of children, the illegal detention of many Palestin-
ian citizens and the assault on freedom of speech.  We see the ongoing assaults on the press and 
the media trying to cover the brutality being perpetrated by Israel.  The Dáil in 2014 passed a 
motion to officially recognise the state of Palestine.  That, unfortunately, has not happened.  It 
is a damning indictment of this Parliament and the Governments that have spanned that period.

Sunday last, 29 November, was the UN day of solidarity with the Palestinian people and 
it would have been fitting and telling for this Government, rather than express solidarity with 
the Palestinian people, to take actions to send a message to Israel that Ireland should officially 
recognise the state of Palestine.  Does the ambassador agree that should happen?  It should have 
happened years ago but particularly now as we see the illegal actions of Israel being ratcheted 
up greatly.

The final question is an important one because in January Ireland takes its seat at the UN 
Security Council.  It is a massive achievement for Ireland to get such a seat and, in our lengthy 
campaign to do so, we championed our position on human rights.  We rightly positioned our-
selves as a champion of front-line defenders of human rights across the world.  In her opening 
statement, the ambassador described the Palestinian issue as the longest belligerent occupation 
in modern history.  If Ireland, after winning our seat on the UN Security Council, does not use 
its position to speak out against the ongoing abuses and illegal actions by the Israeli Govern-
ment on the Palestinian people, it will be a damning indictment.  What does the ambassador 
think Ireland should be doing with its position on the UN Security Council?

Chairman: I am going to Deputy Clarke now but I remind members that if we are going to 
have a meaningful engagement with the ambassador, members should confine their remarks to 
questions.  Otherwise, I fail to see the benefit this meeting will get because we will be listening 
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to ourselves.

Deputy  Sorca Clarke: I thank the ambassador for her time this morning and for the time 
she took to engage with members of the committee in online meetings during the Covid-19 
restrictions.  It is much appreciated.  I am unsure if the ambassador is aware that this week also 
saw the first cross-party meeting of the Friends of Palestine group within the Oireachtas.  I was 
not a Member of the last Oireachtas but I am told there has been an increase in membership of 
the group from previous years, which is a welcome step and is good to see.

Given the recent election in the United States, how does the ambassador see that impacting 
on the Palestinian issues?  It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words.  The graph that has 
been provided certainly does that and more.

On the motion that was passed in the Dáil six years ago in 2014, how does the ambassa-
dor see that fitting into the overall ambitions of Palestine to address the creeping annexation; 
the destruction of crops, homes and infrastructure; the bypassing of environmental laws; the 
displacement of people; the human rights violations; and what has rapidly become more of an 
apartheid system there?

In her role as ambassador of Palestine, what would she like to see Ireland undertake as a 
next step?  What would she like to see the international community then take as a next step?  
We have talked about this issue internationally for so long but there is only a certain length of 
time that talking can continue before it becomes sound bites and sound bites will not be helpful 
to anybody.

Senator  Catherine Ardagh: I first saw that map in 2001 when I was in college.  The Pales-
tinian society showed it and I remember being totally taken aback by the contents of it and the 
reduction over the years.  I was going to ask the same question as Deputy Clarke on what role 
the ambassador sees the US Government playing in the future.  I also wanted to suggest that the 
committee write to our representative on the UN Security Council.

The ambassador’s parents live in Palestine.  Could she elaborate on how they are living 
and how it affects their community?  I thank her for coming and for meeting with us on Zoom 
before.

H.E. Dr. Jilan Abdalmajid: I thank members for their questions.  I thank all the Deputies 
and Senators, across parties and Independents, who have shown an interest to join the Friends 
of Palestine parliamentary group.  As Deputy Clarke said, the numbers have increased and this 
is a great achievement for the Thirty-third Dáil.  It reflects how the people of Ireland, as always, 
show support to the Palestinian cause.  I thank Ireland and the Irish people for the continuous 
support, not only politically but financially, to the Palestinian people.

I will go to Deputy Brady’s last questions about the occupied territories Bill.  These ques-
tions related to how we think the international community could take a concrete measure to stop 
activities in settlements and annexation.  I will phrase it like this.  If Israel does not bear any 
sanction, it is free to go ahead with any annexation and it has no incentive to stop the settlement 
expansion.  Israel should see how this affects its economy and financial support.  Without feel-
ing this or seeing the effect of it, Israel will not take any action.  That is why, when we talk about 
the occupied territories Bill, sanctions or taking concrete measures, again it is the occupation 
that we are talking about.  For me and many Palestinians, we see that now is the time to take 
these actions.
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I would go to the issue of recognition again.  Recognising the state of Palestine would 
empower our position.  I know the Dáil voted in favour of this and called on the Government 
in 2014 to recognise the state of Palestine but it still has not been enacted.  We called on not 
only Ireland but on many European countries to recognise the state of Palestine.  This is one of 
the big issues for the Palestinians.  It will empower our position in any future negotiation with 
Israel to recognise the state of Palestine on 1967 borders and to recognise the issue of east Je-
rusalem as an occupied territory.  This will make the borders a matter that the whole world and 
Israel should abide by under international law.  Otherwise, things will move on with annexation 
and settlement expansion and no one can stop Israel.

I mention the creeping annexation.  Since 1967, Israel built and expanded settlements to 
implement annexation on a daily basis.  The people themselves who deal with this are mainly 
living in the West Bank and on a daily basis they are under threat from any kind of attack on 
their land while farming.  One will always find that settlers suddenly attack one’s land while one 
is farming.  The settlers have the right to besiege the land and to force one to leave, along with 
the Israeli army.  The Israeli occupation used this policy since 1967.  If one goes to the last map, 
one can see it is not only the US plan.  This is what has happened after 50 years of occupation, 
settlements and annexation.  This is how the Palestinian territories look.  They are enclaves with 
no connections between them.  How will they look in a few years?  It is time for the interna-
tional community to realise that recognising the state of Palestine on 1967 borders is something 
that will encourage the Palestinians to go ahead with negotiations in a strong position.

I will return to the questions about the United States election.  The Palestinian people are 
always positive.  Otherwise, we would end up in another world if we did not force ourselves to 
be resilient.  With all of the oppression the Palestinians have suffered for all these years we have 
stayed steadfast and continued to believe that we have a right.  We are there and we will remain 
there.  From there, we will defend our right to self-determination and independence.  We look at 
the United States election in a positive way.  During the Trump era, the situation for Palestinians 
deteriorated.  Everyone knows how the US stopped its support for the UN Relief and Works 
Agency, UNRWA, and closed our mission in Washington.  Given the situation that Trump’s 
Middle East peace plan put the Palestinians in, we strongly reject it and will not accept it.  Many 
people around the world support us and, under international law, no one agrees with it.  We must 
stand and defend the rule of law.  Doing so is important for the international community.

I hope that we have reached a point where the plan will stop and not be continued under 
the new US Presidency.  We hope that things will be a little better.  We should not raise our ex-
pectations, but we are positive and seeking better relations with the United States, at least such 
that we will be able to bring back our mission to the US.  This would have a positive effect, as 
it would allow our voice to reach most US citizens.  We have seen a considerable change in the 
views of young people in the Democratic Party towards the cause of Palestine and the rights of 
Palestinians.  We must work hard with them and the whole of the US citizenry, and our presence 
there will help us to do that and to bring the cause of Palestine to a different position with the 
new US Presidency.

Questions were asked about demolitions and the recent expansion in Israeli settlements of 
5,000 units and, even more recently, more than 1,200 further settlement units.  Those 1,200 
units will cause damage to Palestinian unity in the West Bank because they will be in an area 
that splits Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank.  It lies between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  
If they go ahead, it will be a disaster for Palestinian communities in the West Bank.

As to what the international community can do, it should be considering sanctions to stop 
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Israel from doing this.  Palestinians respect and acknowledge all of the statements condemning 
and rejecting what is happening, but statements will do nothing on the ground.  That is why 
we have said that sanctions should be taken.  In recent months, the Belgian Parliament and the 
Dutch Parliament adopted two motions to the effect that, if Israel went ahead with annexation, 
sanctions should be introduced.  I hope that the Irish Parliament does something like that.  Israel 
should be alerted that the international community can opt for something proper and concrete.

I was asked about my parents and family.  They live in Gaza.

The issue of Covid-19 is dominant now and the situation is worsening every day.

The blockade of Gaza has left its people with a certain sense of despair.  We have hundreds 
of young graduates without work.  What do we expect from those young generations?  They 
have graduated from university and are looking to the future, but there are no opportunities to 
work.  Even before Covid, unemployment in Gaza reached frightening percentages.  It is almost 
over 35%.  The blockade affects the Gazan people in a difficult way.  We talk about problems 
with water and electricity.  Sometimes, there are only four hours of electricity per day.  That 
can increase to eight hours per day.  We talk about children going to school constantly fearing 
that there will be an Israeli attack.  I was in Gaza in 2005.  I remember the morning before I left 
to return to Cyprus.  Early in the morning, the air was broken by the sound of attacks against 
Gaza.  It was almost 6.30 a.m.  Most of the young children were going to school.  Imagine them 
walking to school and feeling threatened or fearing that something will happen.  Imagine the 
mothers waiting for them fearing they might not come home safely or that their schools would 
be attacked.  Israel often attacks schools, houses and private residences.  The people of Gaza 
are always under threat of Israeli attack.

The water issue is severe.  Ireland has supported a solar plant project in Gaza in co-operation 
with the French Government.  There are many projects, but as long as there are blockades, not 
all materials can enter Gaza easily.  This will cause issues for any project.  Even when projects 
are built, Israel might come along and demolish them or attack and destroy them.  Many of the 
structures in the West Bank that were demolished were funded by the EU, including some by 
the Irish Government.  What kind of action will the EU take?  We are discussing taxpayers’ 
money.  How do Irish politicians reflect what is happening to their people?  They are paying for 
the Palestinians but the Israelis are coming along and demolishing.  There is no punishment, 
sanction or action.  Since 1967, many establishments that were supported by the European tax-
payer have been demolished.  No one has held Israel accountable for these actions.

Ireland will be a member of the United Nations Security Council from the beginning of 
2021.  Ireland has always supported peace and human rights issues.  I hope that during its 
membership of the Security Council, it will work on several issues concerning human rights 
and children’s rights.  Ireland is part of the EU, but it could promote these issues within the UN 
and to other members of the Security Council.  The committee’s members might believe that 
Ireland is just one voice, but it is a voice that represents millions of people around the world in 
protecting human rights, children’s rights and the right to self-determination.  Raising the voice 
of human rights issues and freedom in the United Nations Security Council would bring the is-
sue of self-determination for the Palestinian people into reality and the issue of recognition of 
Palestine as a permanent member of the United Nations into effect.  We will continue working 
on getting full membership of the United Nations.

Our President invited the United Nations Secretary General to an international peace con-
ference.  I hope Ireland will work on this and get the countries on the United Nations Security 
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Council to support this.  This would bring the issue of Palestine and Israel into a new era of 
respect for the rights and the self-determination of the Palestinians, as well as an end to the oc-
cupation of the Palestinian occupied territories.

Senator  Gerard P. Craughwell: I congratulate the ambassador and congratulate her on 
her appointment.

When I was president of the Teachers Union of Ireland, I presided over a period when we 
banned any academic co-operation with Israel.  I have been quite outspoken on some of the ac-
tions of Israel and the way it uses indiscriminate bombing, etc.

I do not take sides on this particular issue.  I do, however, have to bring the other side of the 
argument.  We hear the Palestinian side clearly and fairly frequently.  However, it is no secret 
that terrorists operate from Palestinian territories and fire rockets into Israel.  For the parents in 
Palestine who go to bed at night and wonder if they will get up in the morning, there are equally 
parents in Israel who go to bed at night and wonder if they will get up the following morning.

If we learned nothing in this country, we have learned that conflict is not a way to solve 
problems.  We have learned that, at some stage, somebody has to realise that the bombings, the 
shootings and the brutality has to stop and that people have to sit down to talk.  It never ceases 
to amaze me that during conflicts, politicians are prepared to see their citizens go through the 
most horrendous suffering in order to prove a point.

The annexation is Israel’s way of making Palestine suffer.  I understand, however, that the 
Israelis are prepared to negotiate on annexation.  I do not know because I do not live there and 
I am rather slow to make any judgments.  We heard from Deputy Brady that there were 45 con-
demnations from the United Nations.  They mean absolutely nothing, however.  We have all this 
talk.  It is great to stand up in Parliament and condemn what is going on anywhere.  It means 
absolutely nothing, however, to the people of Palestine or the people of Israel.  My experience 
of the world is that most people just want to live, get on with their day’s work, go home to enjoy 
their families and leisure time.  Sometimes politicians need to take that on board.

The only citizen of Palestine who was allowed receive treatment in Israel for Covid-19 was 
Saeb Erekat, may he rest in peace.  Why was that?  Was that an Israeli or Palestinian choice?

On the withholding of €800 million of revenues by Israel, the Israeli side of the argument is 
that it did not want to hold money but it wanted to retain moneys it felt were being fed to terror-
ist families.  That needs to be addressed.  As I said yesterday in the Seanad, governments fund 
terrorists and make sure money gets to terrorists.  These rockets do not cost small money.  They 
cost a lot of money.  Somewhere along the line, people are funding this.  Why was whatever of 
that €800 million Israel was prepared to hand over not taken up immediately to alleviate some 
of the suffering in Palestine?  How much was Israel expecting to hold back?  Should the interna-
tional community at this stage make a judgment on any moneys being withheld from Palestine 
which belong to Palestine?

This conflict has been going on since I was a boy.  I have watched the suffering of the people 
of Palestine.  We have all seen the massive destruction of areas through bombings.  We have 
also seen the other side with the destruction of individual houses and rockets being indiscrimi-
nately landed on areas.  Clearly 45 resolutions from the United Nations mean nothing.  Clearly, 
the condemnation of one country after the other of the actions of one side or the other means 
absolutely nothing.  Who or what country does Palestine trust to sit down and negotiate a peace 
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for it?  Somewhere everybody has to leave down the weapons and start talking.  We learned that 
in this country but we paid a high price.  Up to 3,500 thousand people died while different sides 
tried to prove a point to one another.  To whom do we turn to solve the problem?  The United 
Nations is clearly of no value.

Senator  Vincent P. Martin: I welcome the ambassador.  I am a Green Party Member.  
Deputy Leddin who is a member of this committee is unavoidably absent.  I thank the commit-
tee for facilitating me to attend.

My deepest sympathy on the loss of Dr. Saeb Erekat, the Palestinian peace negotiator for 
many years.  I am delighted that the Palestinians are not a people without hope.  They cannot 
ever take one’s hope away.  As Alexander Pope said, hope springs eternal.  Is the ambassador’s 
view optimistic for the future?  The Palestinians’ resilience is to be commended.  For a break-
through to happen, however, we may need some fortune, luck or a happy confluence of events.

We come to the table with some experience in Ireland.  There was a happy confluence of 
events in our peace process.  With no disrespect to John Major who pushed it on, there was a 
Labour Party-led Government in the UK, along with a US Administration and some vocal US 
Senators and Congressmen.  With no disrespect to previous taoisigh, including Albert Reynolds 
who did great work, a Bertie Ahern Government made movements.  There were also move-
ments in the North of Ireland at the time with the arrival of David Ervine’s Progressive Unionist 
Party, the Women’s Coalition and Adams being prepared to talk to Hume.  Many things magi-
cally came together to bring peace.  How can we help the Palestinians make their own luck?  
What would Ms Abdalmajid’s view be if Bertie Ahern, for instance, was to take a hands-on ap-
proach as someone who is respected, leaving aside domestic differences?  Would she welcome 
someone like that intervening?  I have more hope than expectation for their suffering, to be 
quite candid.  The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to remain silent, 
as Edmund Burke said. 

Apart from resilience, in terms of the roadmap where does Ms Abdalmajid see the logjam 
being broken?  Does she feel Ireland is in a pivotal position within the UN to be a catalyst for 
a breakthrough?  

My next question is unrelated.  The committee has concerns about human rights and well-
being.  I ask Ms Abdalmajid to update us on how Covid is ravaging the Palestinian people.  
What are her expectations around that?  Who will she be looking to for help with the vaccine in 
respect of same?  Can Ireland be a voice for her people in respect of the roll-out of the vaccine?

Chairman: Before I call on the ambassador, I will go against my own strictures and call on 
Deputy Brady.

Deputy  John Brady: There was a lot of talk about sanctions.  Ms Abdalmajid stated that 
sanctions are needed.  We see how quick the international community is to move in other con-
flict zones and areas of controversy, and rightly so.  Why does Ms Abdalmajid think the inter-
national and European communities are very slow to contemplate imposing sanctions on Israel?

H.E. Dr. Jilan Abdalmajid: A ban on trade with illegal Israeli settlements is something we 
think should be activated and adopted or implemented by the international community.  We are 
not talking about a major issue under international law.  It is a matter of respect and the imple-
mentation of international law.

Senator Craughwell spoke about condemnation.  It shows that the international community 
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is awake and highlights the inhuman actions of the Israelis against the Palestinians.  The world 
should condemn that.  It would mean that the world knows what is going on in Palestine.  When 
it comes to the concrete measures that should be taken, this is what we are working for.

In comparing the issue in Gaza or the Palestinians, the main problem is the occupation.  One 
cannot compare anything else to the occupation.  When people talk about resistance, it is a right 
that is very well respected by international law.  I refuse to talk about this resistance against the 
occupation as terrorism.  Terrorism is not something that lies with the Palestinians.  We have 
the right to defend ourselves, to exist, to self-determination and our existence on this land.  This 
land belongs to my parents, to me and to our future children.  One cannot say that something is 
terrorism when people are defending their people and land.  

There are actions which are not acceptable and that no one would agree with.  There is no 
comparison with what is going on in the Israeli army or military and what is happening in Gaza 
and with the Palestinian people in the West Bank.  I refuse to make the comparison and to call 
them terrorists.  There are actions which are not acceptable, but there is a bigger issue of the 
occupation, oppression and abuse and violation of international law in respect of the Palestinian 
people.

I want to say something about Dr. Saeb Erekat.  I want to clarify that he was monitored 
by his United States doctors because he had a transplant in the United States.  He should have 
been under observation on a machine which was only available in Israeli hospitals.  I am not 
defending that.  Since we broke co-ordination with the Israelis when they withheld our money, 
co-ordination with them was done through an international organisation.  This is daily life.  

We took this position because Israel withheld our money.  We did not reject the money.  Is-
rael withheld the money and claimed it was given in a manner that I cannot talk about.  When 
we talk about our detainees, we are talking about our people.  Without their resistance and belief 
that the Palestinians have rights which they should defend, I would not sit here today. 

There are just over 5,000 Palestinians in Israeli jails.  Those people believe in Palestine and 
in the defence of our right to independence, existence and self-determination.  They defend 
these rights.  When Israel decides that money is for families, that is related to human rights.  
How can families be left to live like this?  The Israelis decided to withhold the money.  For 
the past seven months we have not taken our salaries.  We have part of our salaries.  Imagine 
if, for seven months, an entire population had no money while trying to survive the Covid-19 
pandemic.  It is unjust to say something like that.

However, I will go back to the issue of Covid-19 and how we tackle the pandemic.  It is dif-
ficult.  Cases are rising every day.  We started with a small number of cases, but there are more 
than 2,000 cases today.  The percentage who recover is more than 70%, but the situation is not 
good.  Yesterday, our President urged the Palestinian people to abide by the health restrictions, 
respect social distancing, use hand sanitiser and respect the regulations put in place by the Gov-
ernment to combat Covid-19.  

The Covid situation in Palestine is critical.  Like everywhere in the world, it affects our 
daily lives and economy.  We co-operated and co-ordinate with the EU and other countries on 
vaccines.  Like many other countries, nothing is clear but we have started to talk to different 
countries about providing us with a vaccine.

On who would mediate between the Palestinians and Israelis, negotiation is important for 
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the Palestinian-Israeli cause.  We are still committed to the peace process and negotiations.  The 
Government and leadership always say that they are ready to engage in negotiations with the 
Israelis, but not under the sole auspices of the US.  We need the international community - the 
EU, Russia and the Quartet - because it should be grounded by the international community.  
We have to abide by this.

Members talk about the United Nations resolutions, of which there are hundreds.  It is a 
real and just cause.  These resolutions, if implemented, would mean a free Palestine now.  With 
regard to Resolutions 242 and 337, and, more recently, Resolution 2334 regarding the settle-
ments, these are from the Security Council and should be implemented.  Why does the inter-
national community not implement these?  Between Israel and Palestinians there is an unequal 
and unjust situation.  Can members tell me why these are not implemented?  Whenever such a 
measure is adopted in another part of the world, it is implemented.  This is the discrimination 
in treatment between what applies to Palestine and what applies to other countries of the world.

Chairman: I am reluctant to intervene but I have to remind the ambassador that we are 
under time pressure.  I received a message before the meeting that we are due in the Conven-
tion Centre for a vote on the Finance Bill.  I ask the ambassador to leave us with her concluding 
remarks.  We have a second part to the meeting, and we have gone well over time.  If Deputy 
Brady or Senator Craughwell feel that some of the issues they raised did not receive an ad-
equate reply, we would be happy to receive a written submission, which would be tendered to 
the members.  I thank the ambassador for coming in.  She might leave us with a final message.

H.E. Dr. Jilan Abdalmajid: Let us work together to protect the rule of law and to protect 
Palestinian rights of self-determination.  Let us work together to recognise the State of Palestine 
because this will bring the issue and the cause of Palestine and Israel to a just solution.  This is 
the time.

Chairman: I thank the ambassador for her kind words in respect of the Irish Government 
and the ongoing assistance and aid programmes within the Palestinian territories.

On behalf of the committee, I want to formally offer our personal condolences to the ambas-
sador on the loss of Saeb Erekat, who was the subject matter of mention at an earlier meeting.

I remind members and the ambassador that we will be having a similar meeting next week 
with the Israeli ambassador.

On my own behalf and on behalf of members, I point out we have had a really important 
exchange.  In the context of our work programme for next year, assuming Covid restrictions 
will facilitate or allow it, I suggest we might give consideration to a visit to the region, which 
will give us an opportunity to engage with some of the ambassador’s colleagues.  I thank her for 
coming in.  We will, no doubt, be in further contact with her and we ask her to feel free to send 
any of her reports directly to members of the committee.  Thank you.

Business of Committee

Chairman: We will not suspend before the next item.  I had considered a brief private ses-
sion but I do not think we will get to that, given the time, so we might consider a brief Teams 
meeting before our next meeting.  I do not think we will get to the private agenda today.  An 
issue has been raised by Senator Gerard Craughwell but I ask him to bear with us and we can 
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deal with that next week.

Developments in Ukraine: Engagement with Chargé d’Affaires of Ukraine

Chairman: We welcome the presence of the Chargé d’Affaires of Ukraine, Ms Olena Sha-
loput, and her colleague, to brief the committee on the ongoing situation in Ukraine.  She is 
very welcome to our meeting.  The format of the meeting is such that we will hear an opening 
statement before proceeding to questions and answers with members of the committee, some of 
whom are present and some of whom are joining us by way of Zoom or Webtext.

Witnesses are protected by absolute privilege in respect of the presentation they make to 
the committee.  This means they have an absolute defence against any defamation action taken 
based on what they say at the meeting.  However, it is expected that nobody will abuse this 
privilege.  It is my duty as Chair to ensure it is in no way abused.  Therefore, if statements are 
potentially defamatory in respect of an identifiable person or entity, witnesses will be directed 
by me to discontinue their remarks.  In any event, I do not anticipate that this will occur.

I call on Ms Shaloput to make her opening statement.

Mrs. Olena Shaloput: I thank the Chair and members of the committee.  I wish to start with 
words of appreciation to the distinguished Members of the Oireachtas for inviting me today to 
deliver an update on the current situation in Ukraine.  I hope all members are keeping well.  I 
want to use this opportunity to congratulate Deputy Charles Flanagan on his appointment as 
Chairman of the committee.  His experience as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
Minister for Justice and Equality will undoubtedly contribute to the success of the committee.  I 
recollect with pleasure his visit to Ukraine, which means he is well grounded on the challenges 
Ukraine is currently facing.  We have good reason to count on his support.

In Ukraine, we highly appreciate the level of co-operation between our countries.  Ireland 
has always been a reliable partner of Ukraine on a bilateral level, as well as within international 
organisations.  We successfully co-operate on a number of UN resolutions, including on human 
rights in Crimea and the security situation in the Black Sea and Azov Sea.  We count on the 
same support within the UN Security Council, to which Ireland has been elected for the next 
two-year period.

Bilateral trade turnover has been continuously growing during recent years, and reached 
almost €700 million in 2019.  We believe, however, that we have greater potential in this field, 
and it is diverse.

The expected opening of the Irish Embassy in Kiev will open new opportunities and pro-
mote bilateral trade as well as co-operation in economic, scientific and many other sectors.  The 
launching of a direct flight between Dublin and Kiev in May of last year contributed to strength-
ening people-to-people contacts and best serves to strengthen friendship between our countries. 

Since 2017, Ukrainian citizens have enjoyed visa-free travel almost to all countries of the 
European Union and we reckon that Ireland will join this list of countries by abolishing visa 
requirements for Ukrainian nationals.  We are also looking forward to the appointment of a 
convenor for the parliamentary friendship group to intensify our interparliamentary communi-
cation.
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I will update the committee on Ukraine today, with a focus on the situation in Donbass and 
Crimea, which hurts the most since 2014 when Russia illegally occupied Crimea and unleashed 
its aggression in Donbass.

The Kremlin has always considered an independent, democratic, pro-Europe Ukraine as a 
threat to its dominance in the region.  Military aggression is just one element of the Russian 
hybrid warfare against Ukraine.  Russia also conducts a propaganda campaign based on disin-
formation, engages in trade and economic warfare, has launched an energy blockade and carries 
out cyberattacks.  It blames the other side for its crimes, while at the same time strongly denying 
the very fact of war against Ukraine despite the large scope of irrefutable evidence.  Its aggres-
sion against Ukraine has left approximately 14,000 people killed and up to 25,000 wounded.  
During the entire conflict period, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights has recorded a total of 3,070 conflict-related civilian deaths.  The number of injured 
civilians is estimated to exceed 7,000.

We also remember with deep sorrow the 298 passengers of the MH17 flight, including one 
Irish national, who were killed as a result of a terrorist attack on 17 July 2014 when the plane 
was shot down by Russian servicemen using their Buk missile system.  More than 1.5 million 
residents of Donbass have been internally displaced and more than 45,000 were forced to flee 
Crimea.

The economy of Donbass has been completely destroyed.  The equipment of many impor-
tant industrial facilities was dismantled and transported to Russia.  The situation with flooded 
mines threatens environmental disaster.  A 410 km section of the Ukrainian-Russian border 
remains out of Ukraine’s control.  Russia keeps issuing hundreds of thousands of its passports 
to Ukrainian citizens living in the occupied areas, flagrantly breaching Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and undermining the prospects of the future reintegration of those citizens.

At present, the situation in Donbass remains volatile.  As members will be aware, on 22 July 
additional measures to consolidate ceasefire were agreed within the trilateral contact group, 
TCG, after which the overall security situation on the ground was defused to a large extent.  
However, the Russian armed formations continue to violate the ceasefire regime on a regular 
basis, firing upon the positions of the Ukrainian armed forces using sniper weapons, grenade 
launchers, etc.  Most recently, another Ukrainian serviceman was killed by sniper fire near Av-
diivka, a small city in Donbass.

The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, OSCE, special monitoring mis-
sion, SMM, reports on a regular basis about the presence of the Russian tanks, unmanned aerial 
vehicles, UAVs, and electronic warfare systems.  Cases of distant mining and sniper fire at 
Ukrainian army positions continue to be registered.  On 8 November this year, the SMM spot-
ted, for the first time, the newest advanced Russian electronic warfare system, Navodchik-2, 
near the city of Luhansk, with three boxes for storing and transporting the UAVs.  Despite nu-
merous calls, the Russian side failed to provide any information on how these weapons were 
transported to Ukraine.

The SMM also reports on a regular basis on incidents when movement of its monitors was 
restricted, including access to the non-government-controlled section of the Ukrainian-Russian 
border.  At the same time, illegal crossings of this section of the border by so-called Russian 
humanitarian convoys transporting weapons and military equipment and ammunition to Don-
bass became usual and systematic a long time ago.  I have mentioned several facts testifying to 
Russia’s presence in Donbass.
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The situation around the TCG is alarming because its work has remained blocked for sev-
eral months.  After the ceasefire agreement was reached by the TCG it failed to ensure further 
tangible results on security, political and humanitarian tracks.  Since the summer, we have seen 
deliberate efforts by the Russian side to obstruct the TCG’s activities and to delay the applica-
tion of already-agreed arrangements, particularly the updated plan on demining activities in 19 
agreed areas, the disengagement of forces and hardware in four additional areas and the mutual 
exchange of lists of identified detainees as a necessary stage before a next mutual release.

The several latest TCG sessions were simply a disaster.  No new decisions were finalised, 
while old arrangements seem to have been questioned by the Russian side.  In view of the ap-
proaching winter season, this problem has become critical.  Recently, Ukraine opened two new 
entry-exit crossing points, Zolote and Shchastia, in the Luhansk region.  Afterwards, however, 
the passage of people and vehicles was practically blocked by the occupation administration.

It has already been four months since the TCG could not renew deliberations on proposals 
submitted by Ukraine to ensure implementation of the relevant provisions of the Minsk agree-
ments relating to legal aspects of the special order of local self-governance in certain areas of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, and the incorporation of the so-called Steinmeier formula 
into Ukrainian legislation.  Paradoxically, however, these are exactly the documents Russia was 
insisting on before.

We are also deeply alarmed by the almost complete lack of access of the international hu-
manitarian organisations and the International Committee of the Red Cross to the Ukrainian 
prisoners of war who remain in detention in occupied Donbass.  As the committee can see, Rus-
sia continues to stand firm on protracting the peace process under various pretexts.  To make 
Russia listen to and hear a message about the unacceptability of its course, we believe sanctions 
should be preserved and expanded.

I will now say a few words about of the situation around Crimea, where the occupying au-
thorities act by repressive measures, resorting to systematic and large-scale violations of human 
rights.  The alarming human rights situation in occupied Crimea was condemned by a number 
of UN resolutions.  I would like to thank Ireland for its strong support and co-sponsorship of 
these documents.  According to the most recent report of the UN Secretary General, published 
on 8 October 2020, the Russian occupation regime in Crimea violates human rights, ignoring 
all of its international obligations.  Numerous cases of torture, arbitrary arrests and detentions, 
and enforced disappearances in Crimea were also reported.  About 100 Ukrainian citizens are 
constantly behind bars for political reasons.

The UN Secretary General urged the occupation authorities to ensure freedoms of opinion 
and expression without discrimination on any grounds, to ensure education in the Ukrainian 
language, and to lift restrictions imposed on the Crimean Tatar community to conserve its rep-
resentative institutions, including the ban on the Mejlis.  A recent example of an attempt by 
Russia to suppress religious freedoms was a so-called court ruling by the occupation adminis-
tration, which ordered the demolition of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church temple in Yevpatoria 
city.  The Russian Federation also continues illegal conscription activities in Crimea, and denies 
property rights to former owners, depriving them of their titles under the pretext of nationalisa-
tion.  In breach of international humanitarian law, more than 25,000 people from among the 
population protected by Geneva IV Convention were drafted to serve in the Russian military.

  The militarisation of Crimea is another deeply alarming trend which seriously threatens 
overall global security and could endanger the whole non-proliferation treaty regime.  Russia 
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has started carrying out specific works at the so-called Feodosia-13 facility in Crimea which 
was used to store nuclear weapons until 1996 and afterwards dismantled.  Russian submarines 
are also currently illegally stationed in Balaklava, and additional tunnels for submarines have 
been constructed.  In the past three years Russia has enhanced its army in Crimea with long-
range C-400 missile systems, war ships and submarines equipped with Kalibr cruise missiles.  
To reverse the trend, we need to act in a co-ordinated way.  With this aim, Ukraine recently 
proposed to establish the Crimean Platform, a new international format of co-operation which 
seeks to achieve the de-occupation of Crimea, which envisages an interparliamentary dimen-
sion.  We hope that Ireland will join this format as well.

Dear Members of the Oireachtas, despite all the challenges that Ukraine is currently facing, 
we must ensure irreversible progress of national reform on the way to Euro-Atlantic integration 
of our country.  On 1 December 2020, the European Union published its annual report outlin-
ing Ukraine’s implementation over the past year of reforms under the EU-Ukraine association 
agreement.  The High Representative and Vice-President, Mr. Josep Borrell, noted that despite 
Russia’s destabilising actions, conflict in the east, and the outbreak of the coronavirus pan-
demic, Ukraine had continued to make progress on its reform path.

I will stop here because I am limited in time.  I would be delighted to discuss Ukraine with 
the committee members and to answer their questions.  I thank them for their attention.

Chairman: I thank Ms Shaloput for what was a very comprehensive, if disquieting, address.  
I will now open up the discussion to members.  I am very conscious of the time, and I apologise 
in advance to Ms Shaloput because we are going to have to finish before our estimated time of 
1.30 p.m. to facilitate us being in a different location in the Parliament.

Deputy  John Brady: I welcome Ms Shaloput to our meeting and thank her for her very 
informative opening statement which outlined the current situation in Donbass and Ukraine, 
which is of continuing concern.  As we are so tight for time, I want to home in on a few poten-
tial developments between Ukraine and Ireland, and economic ties between the two countries.  
I know that Ireland is planning on opening an embassy in Ukraine, it is hoped next year, and I 
think that Ukraine is intending to do the same.  I would like Ms Shaloput to provide the com-
mittee with an update on that process and where we are at.  There are massive opportunities to 
continue to develop our relationship with Ukraine, and I know that Ukraine is regarded as the 
sleeping giant with a lot of untapped potential.

It is interesting to look at the trade and economic relations between Ukraine and Ireland.  
Indeed, the export of goods from Ukraine to Ireland almost doubled in 2019, reaching $153 
million, which was an increase of almost 200%, and the import of goods amounted to $169 
million, which was an increase of 118%.  In the period from January to June 2020, the export of 
goods was up by $70.3 million which was an increase of 71% on 2019, and the import of goods 
increased by 130%.  Even with the difficulties that Covid has presented this year, it is great to 
see that beneficial trade and those economic relations continue to grow.  Perhaps Ms Shaloput 
could comment on that and where she thinks there is potential to grow our economic and trade 
relationship with Ukraine.  Some of the major exports include grain, fuel, and metals, but also 
computers, TVs and transport services.  Where does Ms Shaloput see the potential to develop 
the relationships between Ireland and Ukraine?

Senator  Gerard P. Craughwell: I am sorry that we are under such time constraints today.  
It is lovely to have Ms Shaloput with us today.  I have worked with Ukrainians in the COSAC 
meetings across Europe over the past four or five years and always found them to be very posi-
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tive in their outlook.  I would like to see co-operation between Ireland and Ukraine expanded.  
We are currently in the process of setting up technological universities here in Ireland, and I 
would like to see research co-operation, in particular, between the two countries.  I think the 
idea of setting up an interparliamentary friendship group is a fantastic one, and I would love to 
be involved myself, because such groups are really useful.

Getting to the crux of the problem in Ukraine at the moment, namely, what is happening 
in Crimea,  I talk to the Russians when I can and I like to maintain a friendly relationship with 
them.  They would claim that Crimea was theirs in the first place, that it was President Khrush-
chev, I believe, who gave the territory to Ukraine, so now they are simply taking it back.  They 
would also point out that the majority of the population in Crimea is Russian and wants to be so.  
Do not get me wrong; I am not making a statement in favour of what the Russians are saying.  
They use a similar argument in respect of Georgia, that the parts of Georgia they have taken are 
really Russian and want to be Russian.  It is an excuse, therefore.  However, I am quite shocked 
to hear numbers of 14,000 killed and 25,000 wounded.  That is pretty significant in any neck of 
the woods.  We do not have the time today to explore what is going on in Crimea, but I would 
dearly like to have the opportunity to do that with Ms Shaloput at some stage in the not too 
distant future.  I am also aware of the Russian use of Ukrainian ports, and the submarines and 
warships that are arriving there.  It must be quite frightening for Ukrainians to have that breath-
ing down their necks.  The religious freedom issue is one that I would like to get an expansion 
on as well.  I visited Russia last year as a tourist.  I remember, as a child, my grandmother would 
make us pray every night at 8 o’clock and at the end of the praying period there was one prayer 
said, and that was for the religious freedom of Russia.  I never saw so many churches in all my 
life as I saw in Moscow and in St. Petersburg and I am rather surprised that they have taken that 
view.  Perhaps at some stage in the not-too-distance future we will get a chance to discuss that 
further.

I am delighted to have the chargé d’affaires here and I hope that we will have a much closer 
relationship over the next couple of years.

Senator  Vincent P. Martin: I thank the chargé d’affaires for coming in today.  I have two 
questions.  I await with anticipation Mrs. Shaloput’s answer to Senator Craughwell’s question 
on the Crimea.  It is slightly polemical.  I can only imagine what the chargé d’affaires will say.  
I would love to hear Mrs. Shaloput’s response to that.

I have two questions then for the chargé d’affaires.  What is Mrs. Shaloput’s view on the 
state and the independence of the judiciary in her country at present?  A delegation from Ireland, 
which included the Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Frank Clarke, visited her country a few years ago.  
That is my first question.  Is Mrs. Shaloput satisfied that it is wholly independent and there is no 
interference, and would she kindly update the committee?

Second, we had the Minister for Foreign Affairs here yesterday and he was saying how for-
tunate Ireland is at a time of challenge of Brexit to have the solidarity of the EU.  Cometh the 
hour, cometh the person.  There is great solidarity and camaraderie to date among the EU help-
ing Ireland, which will probably be more disproportionately adversely affected than any other 
member state as the United Kingdom leaves the EU.  My question for the chargé d’affaires is, 
can she give us an update on Ukraine’s desires, application and actions to seek membership of 
the EU?  Mrs. Shaloput has given us a sorry story of Russian challenges and intervention, and 
unlawful territorial expansion.  If Ukraine had been in the EU, it would have been in a stronger 
position.  Is that still a fervent aim?  Does Ukraine feel the EU is letting it down in responding 
and not trying to progress the matter a bit better than it is doing at present?
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Mrs. Olena Shaloput: I will start with the first question from Deputy Brady and I thank 
the Deputy for the question.  We expect the opening of the embassy.  The decision was agreed 
in 2018 when our foreign minister, Mr. Pavlo Klimkin, paid an official visit to Ireland and met 
with the then Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Deputy Coveney.  Of course, 
it was a little strange for us that Ukraine has embassies of almost all EU countries, except Ire-
land and Malta.  Finally, we will have it.  We are expecting the ambassador from Ireland, even 
this year.  With luck, everything will go well.

Of course, as I mentioned in my address, we are happy with our level of preparation but our 
economic co-operation and co-operation in the sphere of business and trade have more poten-
tial.  Nowadays it is popular to co-operate in the information technology, IT, sphere in which 
Ireland, as well as Ukraine, has made huge progress.  We have approximately 400 IT entities in 
Ukraine and 200,000 IT engineers.  Some of them, by the way, stay and work in Ireland in many 
corporations, for instance, Google and Facebook.

Another sphere, of course, very important for our co-operation, is the agricultural sector.  
Ireland and Ukraine probably were competitive in this sphere but at the same time we may find 
some points of mutual interest.  For example, Ireland has a good genome base in this sphere and 
we would be interested in co-operating on it.

As the committee can see, we have many areas in which to co-operate.  I hope opening the 
Irish Embassy and strengthening and intensifying our dialogue in these spheres, will open to us 
new opportunities.  We are looking forward to it.

I thank Senator Craughwell for raising his questions.  I note the Technological University 
of Dublin.

Senator  Gerard P. Craughwell: There is one in Dublin.  There will be one in Munster in 
the next few weeks.  The south east one will be a few weeks after that, and the mid-west.  We 
will have five technological universities by the middle of next July.

Mrs. Olena Shaloput: This year my son became a student of the Technological University 
Dublin.  He is happy to be a student.  He is studying IT management and computer science.

Education is another sphere of co-operation where Ireland has also made huge progress.  I 
visited Cork technological university last year and we agreed to set contacts between the Kiev 
technological university and Cork.  It is important to pay attention to the educational part of our 
co-operation.

Talking about Russia and the statement that there are many Russians in the Crimea now, 
of course, that is true.  Many Russians were moved from the Russian territory to Crimea.  As I 
mentioned in my statement, approximately 45,000 Ukrainians were forced to flee Crimea.  In 
Russia, the Black Sea fleet has its base.  Of course, they have a great influence there, but it is 
not a reason to hold a referendum under guns.  It is not a reason, in this century, to occupy the 
territories of foreign countries.  Therefore, Russia should comply with international law.  Under 
this reason, tomorrow they make eyes to other countries, for example, to Latvia or to Estonia, 
or, again, to Ukraine.  We know that their military doctrine envisages to defend Russian citi-
zens, and even Russian-speaking people, not only inside their country but far beyond, and that 
is dangerous.  It threatens the international community.

Chairman: Senator Martin asked questions, in particular, on the judiciary, in which he ex-
pressed interest.
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Mrs. Olena Shaloput: Talking about the judiciary reform in Ukraine, last year Ukraine 
completed the establishment of the system of the anti-corruption institutions.  Unfortunately, 
the recent decision of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine adopted more than a month ago led 
to a constitutional crisis and challenged the reform implementation to fight against corruption 
in the country.  Recently, President Zelenskyy chaired a meeting of the National Council on 
Anti-Corruption Policy.  He called on the Parliament of Ukraine, Verkhovna Rada, to support 
his legislative initiatives as soon as possible to restore the stable operation of the anti-corruption 
architecture in the country.  He called first for the resumption of criminal liability for inten-
tional failure to submit an e-declaration or intentional provision of false information in declara-
tions.  Second, he called for the restoration of powers and corresponding tasks for the National 
Agency for Prevention of Corruption.  Third, he called for strengthening of the guarantees of 
activities of the director of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine.  Recent decisions 
by the constitutional court have reconfirmed that a robust judicial reform remains vital.  In the 
areas of justice, the rule of law and the fight against corruption, several positive developments 
took place in Ukraine, notably with the High Anti-Corruption Court of Ukraine, which has 
handed down its first verdict.  The co-operation between the National Anti-Corruption Bureau 
of Ukraine and the specialised anti-corruption prosecutor’s office has also improved.

I thank Ireland for its contribution to, and support of, judicial reform in Ukraine.  In Decem-
ber last year, the head of the High Anti-Corruption Court of Ukraine, Olena Tanasevych, was 
among the judges from Ukraine who took part in a studying trip to Ireland as a part of a series of 
initiatives organised by the European Union Advisory Mission in Ukraine, the Irish Department 
of Foreign Affairs and the Irish Judiciary.  I thank Ireland for that.

Chairman: In her comprehensive statement, Mrs. Shaloput’s reference to the trilateral en-
gagement group was quite negative.  She described recent sessions as a disaster.  How does 
she see a way forward if her confidence in the trilateral group is not as it should be?  In two 
weeks’ time, we will be having a similar session with Mrs. Shaloput’s colleague from Russia 
at which, no doubt, this issue will be raised.  I note that as well as the operation of the trilateral 
group, there is now the international platform for Crimea.  I put it to Mrs. Shaloput that perhaps 
we have a duplication of institutions or fora with the trilateral group, the United Nations, the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, OSCE, to which Mrs. Shaloput made 
little reference in her statement, and the European Union.  How does Ms Shaloput see the best 
engagement of the international community with many of the issues that she has raised, with 
particular reference to Crimea and Donbass?

Senator  Vincent P. Martin: May I also ask, through the Chair, if time will permit Ms Sha-
loput to respond to my query about the current state of the EU, if that is possible?

Mrs. Olena Shaloput: I thank the Chair and the Senator for raising those questions.  I 
mentioned the situation around the trilateral contact group and the need to examine how to find 
a solution to that.  I think that this way should not only be one way.  All agreements, including 
within the Normandy format, should be implemented by all sides of the conflict, both Ukraine 
and Russia.  Unfortunately, the most recent development shows that Russia is not interested in a 
peaceful solution to the situation in Donbass.  I understand why.  Russia wants to have Ukraine 
under its influence of interests.  Russia is not interested in Ukraine being a part of Europe.  We 
really appreciate the support from the European Union.  Membership is our main goal.

Senator  Vincent P. Martin: What about membership?

Mrs. Olena Shaloput: Membership is our main goal.
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Senator  Vincent P. Martin: That is still Ukraine’s main goal.

Mrs. Olena Shaloput: Of course it is.  According to the most recent survey, approximately 
70% of people are in favour of EU integration.  Approximately 50% of people voted in favour 
of NATO membership.  There is no way for Ukraine other than the European way.  We expect 
that the European Union will open more opportunities for us.  I know that Ireland stands strong-
ly for the enlargement of the European Union.  I also understand that now is not the time due to 
the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic and the Brexit process, but Ukraine would appreciate 
Ireland’s support in this regard.

We have a very good forum for co-operation in the eastern partnership, which has six mem-
bers - Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Belarus, Azerbaijan and Armenia.  Three of those countries 
have made huge progress and have succession agreements with the EU.  We enjoy visa-free 
travel.  We believe that we deserve more opportunities on the way to Europe.

The Crimean Platform does not contradict other formats which work on the way to deoccupy 
Crimea.  This platform only strengthens our efforts and activities in that regard.  The framework 
of the Crimean Platform is expected to focus on such issues as the closing of the loopholes for 
the circumvention of sanctions, updating the non-recognition policy and elaboration of mecha-
nisms to seek a response to violations of international law by the Russian Federation.

Chairman: Do any of our Zoom delegates wish to make a brief contribution?  Those are 
Deputies Cowen, Stanton and Berry, who has become the first member to attend a meeting in 
person and remotely.  I bring the good wishes of our members to Mrs. Shaloput, thank her for 
her contribution and for coming in.  If there are any issues that she feels she would like to bring 
to the attention of the committee, she should feel free to contact us at any time.  We wish her 
every success in her endeavours.  We will, no doubt, have a further opportunity to engage in the 
new year.  On behalf of the committee, I thank Mrs. Shaloput for meeting with us and dealing 
with our questions in such a comprehensive manner.

Mrs. Olena Shaloput: I thank the Chair and the distinguished Members of the Oireachtas.  
I will take this opportunity to wish them a merry Christmas.  Christmas is just around the corner.  
I believe that next year will be happier than this one.

Chairman: That is a sentiment to which we all subscribe.

The joint committee adjourned at 1.29 p.m. until 11.30 a.m. on Thursday, 10 December 
2020.


