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Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2 p.m.

Paidir.
Prayer.

21/06/2022A00100Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

21/06/2022A00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: We have a full Visitors Gallery.  I hope I am allowed a bit 
of local favouritism to say céad míle fáilte to the páistí from Gaelscoil Bharra.  I am sure the 
Taoiseach will say hello to them also.  They were asking me earlier who is my biggest rival and 
I said I would have to say Micheál Martin.  They kind of cheered that on.  Cuirim fáilte roimh 
na paistí agus roimh gach duine eile.

21/06/2022A00300An Ceann Comhairle: Were they encouraging Deputy McDonald?

21/06/2022A00400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I think it is best not said.

21/06/2022A00500The Taoiseach: What is the name of the Gaelscoil?

21/06/2022A00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It is Gaelscoil Bharra from Cabra.

21/06/2022A00700The Taoiseach: As in Fionnbarra.

21/06/2022A00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Yes, as in Fionnbarra.  Iontach.

21/06/2022A00900The Taoiseach: There is a Cork origin so.

21/06/2022A01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Hang on.  It is not a Cork school.  The Taoiseach cannot go 
seizing our schools�

21/06/2022A01100The Taoiseach: I studied hagiography a long time ago.  The life of Finbarr featured in it.

21/06/2022A01200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It is important that the Taoiseach would hear the voices and 
experiences of people who are struggling to get by.  For example, the woman who says: “My 
husband is 70.  He is still working.  He can’t stop at the moment because if he stops, we know 
it will be very difficult for us just to live.”  Or the mother who says: “I have started to cut back 
on my food shop.  The price of everything has gone up.  Everything.  The kind of things that 
we cannot do without.  Or another mother who says: “I now go to a food bank.  It is embarrass-
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ing, but if I don’t go, we’ll go hungry.  I am there every Tuesday and every Thursday and it is 
packed to the rafters.”

These are the words of thousands of people who took to the streets on Saturday afternoon 
because they are pushed now to the brink by an ever-worsening cost-of-living crisis.  Despite 
the hardship that they face, they see a Government refusing to take action that will make a dif-
ference.  Households are now caught in the eye of a perfect storm of soaring prices.  They are 
ripped off by extortionate rents and mortgage repayments.  They are ripped off by big energy 
bills.  They are ripped off at the pumps for petrol and diesel.  They are ripped off by sharp in-
creases in the cost of groceries.  People face unbearable pressure.  They all said one thing, with 
one voice, on Saturday.  They said they are at breaking point.  They cannot wait until October 
for the budget and then wait again until January for measures or relief to kick in.  People are suf-
fering now.  They are being pushed to the edge now and they need the Government to act now, 
today.  An emergency budget is needed because people face a disaster as they struggle to afford 
the basics.  There are mothers who cannot afford a new pair of shoes for their child, parents 
who are struggling to put breakfast on the table and elderly people who are choosing between 
heating and eating.  The Taoiseach is asking these people who are in dire straits to wait.  That 
is just not right�

At Saturday’s protest in Cork, Ms Catríona Twomey who runs Cork Penny Dinners - she is 
a great lady and the Taoiseach knows her well - said, “...we fed over 500 people today ... I can 
get through everything else but when children are hungry and their parents are crying, [well] 
that gets [to] me.”  That is the Ireland of 2022.  How on earth can anyone in the Government 
look these families in the eye and tell them it has done enough?  What these people live through 
daily tells us explicitly that enough has not been done.  The response from the Government has 
been slow and has lacked urgency.  We all know international factors are at play and we accept 
the Government cannot do everything but it can do more.  Without emergency support, families 
will face a very difficult back-to-school period and a brutal winter as energy costs continue to 
rise.  Tá an costas maireachtála imithe ó smacht.  Tá teaghlaigh i mbaol faoi láthair.  Caithfidh 
an Rialtas aghaidh a thabhairt ar scála na géarchéime seo.  Teastaíonn cáinaisnéis uainn sa Dáil 
láithreach.

The Cabinet met this morning.  We were told the cost-of-living crisis was high on the agenda.  
I hope there was a realisation at that meeting that households cannot wait another six months 
and the Government cannot pack up for the summer and leave workers and families in the lurch.  
The Government must now respond with urgency and introduce an emergency budget.

21/06/2022B00200The Taoiseach: I join in the welcome to members of Gaelscoil Bharra chuig Tithe an 
Oireachtais.  Tá súil agam go mbainfidh siad taitneamh as a lá anseo.

There is no question the war on Ukraine has very significantly exacerbated what was an 
emerging inflationary cycle coming from the pandemic, the fact that economies rebounded 
so quickly from the pandemic and the resulting supply and demand issues.  That has created 
significant pressures on families and households.  The Government responded and has done so 
quickly, more quickly than other countries across Europe.  In particular, the Government intro-
duced very significant measures in hiking up the fuel allowance to more than €1,139, which is a 
55% increase in the free fuel allowance alone.  We reduced the excise duty on petrol, diesel and 
green diesel and we also reduced VAT from 13.5% to 9% on gas and electricity.  We gave €200 
to every single household throughout the country.  We cut the annual public service obligation 
levy from €52 to minus €75.  We launched the national retrofitting scheme.  We also put a cap 



21 June 2022

865

on school transport fees for families.  We cut public transport fares by 20%, with an additional 
50% cut in fares for young people.  We lowered the threshold for the drug payment scheme to 
€80 per month, which benefits more than 70,000 families.  We brought forward a working fam-
ily payment budget increase.  We abolished the €80 inpatient hospital charge for children and so 
on.  We brought in specific schemes for the haulage, tillage and hospitality sectors.

The bottom line is more than €2.4 billion has already been spent on cost-of-living mea-
sures.  We are asking nobody to wait six months.  We are saying we cannot chase inflation 
every month.  The World Bank is warning of the risk of stagflation, which is the kind of thing 
we experienced in the 1970s.  Whereas 1970s’ stagflation was caused by the initial oil price 
shock, it was the second and third rounds of inflation that drove it on for the next ten years.  I 
do not want that to happen in Ireland over the next ten years.  The wider economy in Ireland is 
still growing.  We need to protect our economic growth as long as we possibly can.  We need to 
protect all those people who are in jobs - the 2.5 million people who are working.  We cannot 
take risks with the economy or with inflation.  That idea of protecting the jobs in the economy 
is something to which the Deputy should give more attention.  If we had followed Sinn Féin’s 
advice from the outset, I think we would be in an even greater inflationary cycle.  The ESRI 
report is a good reminder of that in terms of the importance of targeting and not just making 
wholesale cuts across the board, which Sinn Féin has advocated time and time again as it would 
damage the economy.  I do not think that it gets the enterprise side of the economy or wants to 
get it.  In my view, we have to watch that side of it and we have to avoid stagflation in itself.

We have taken action and we are going to take more action to alleviate pressures on people 
and households.  I am worried about the winter period because we have seen what Putin did 
this week in reducing gas supplies to Germany and other European customers.  That is going 
to have an impact on our energy situation.  He is leveraging it in particular to create maximum 
pressure for the winter period.  We have to allocate our resources in the optimal way, which in 
my view is to protect people right throughout the winter period and beyond the winter.  That is 
the big objective that we should share, namely-----

21/06/2022C00200An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you Taoiseach.  The time is up.

21/06/2022C00300The Taoiseach: -----to get people through what will be a difficult winter period across the 
board.  I think the budget gives us the broadest and most comprehensive way of doing that-----

21/06/2022C00400An Ceann Comhairle: We are well over time, please.

21/06/2022C00500The Taoiseach: -----and making sure that some of the measures would be applicable from 
day 1 of the budget announcement.

21/06/2022C00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: First things first.  I am not asking the Taoiseach to chase 
inflation.  I am asking him to recognise the reality that people are struggling now, in June, and 
that people will continue to struggle through the summer months, not to mention the winter 
ahead of them.  The Taoiseach says that we need to protect our economy, and we do, but above 
all else we need to protect our people.  Above all else we cannot take risks with our people, risks 
that have children hungry and parents crying.  That is the reality.  Unfortunately, the Taoiseach 
is asking people to wait.

With all sincerity and not in a spirit of political rivalry, I appeal to the Taoiseach to change 
that position.  Families are suffering now and they desperately need targeted and thoughtful 
measures to give them breathing space now.  The Taoiseach stated that the Government was 
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not asking families to wait.  If he is insisting that the October budget will be the moment when 
relief is delivered, then he is asking people to wait.  That is wrong.  It is not real and is totally 
unfair.  What measures will the Government introduce with all due haste now, not in October?

21/06/2022C00700The Taoiseach: Sinn Féin has been asking us to chase inflation from the beginning.  That 
has been a consistent theme that it has been articulating since the beginning of the year.  By the 
way, protecting the economy is protecting our people.  Protecting jobs is protecting our people.  
We should not underestimate the economic recovery that has happened, which gives us some 
buffer - not a total one - for protecting people against what was predicted coming out of Covid.  
No one predicted that we would be at 2.5 million people working in the immediate aftermath of 
Covid-19.  People thought that would take until 2024 to happen.  Thankfully, the economy has 
rebounded much faster, but inflation is a huge pressure on people and it is largely driven by the 
energy strategy of Putin.  He wants to sow discord across the West.  He wants to create maxi-
mum pressure on western democracies through his energy policies, through his food policies 
- preventing grain from getting into Europe - and through migration pressures by terrorising 
people out of Ukraine.  We cannot allow him to win the strategic battle that he is waging on us.  
When I said-----

21/06/2022C00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Then protect our people and he will not win.

21/06/2022C00900The Taoiseach: The Deputy suggested earlier that we were asking people to wait six 
months.  We are not asking people to wait six months at all.

21/06/2022C01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Four months.

21/06/2022C01100The Taoiseach: What we are saying is that-----

21/06/2022C01200An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up, please.

21/06/2022C01300The Taoiseach: -----because we have to go through expenditure in terms of detailed depart-
mental expenditure to deal with issues like childcare, housing and-----

21/06/2022C01400An Ceann Comhairle: We are over time, Taoiseach.

21/06/2022C01500The Taoiseach: Sorry.

21/06/2022C01600Deputy Catherine Murphy: I have never claimed that people on this side of the House 
have a monopoly on empathy and I am sure that the Taoiseach is getting the same kind of que-
ries from people struggling to cope with the cost of living crisis at his constituency office as I 
am getting at mine in Kildare.  It is for this reason that I am struggling to understand why the 
Government is refusing to alleviate the pressure on people.  For weeks, all we have got from the 
Government has been platitudes, but tea and sympathy will not pay people’s bills.  Yesterday, 
the Government did something extraordinary when it ruled out any measures being introduced 
before the budget in October and the Taoiseach said that: “can give relief to people in terms of 
the pressures that they are currently facing.”

21/06/2022D00200The Taoiseach: I did not say that at all-----

21/06/2022D00300Deputy Catherine Murphy: I took it from the written report.

21/06/2022D00400The Taoiseach: -----that that is why we are ruling it out.  Of course I did not say that.

21/06/2022D00500Deputy Catherine Murphy: I am quoting back to the Taoiseach what I took from a quote.  
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People are worried about how they will heat their homes, pay their rents or mortgages and put 
food on the table.  Four months feels like a lifetime.  All the indications are that this will worsen 
and we all know that.  A number of kites on childcare, taxation and social welfare increases 
have been flown but how can people get relief from something when they do not know what 
will come in the budget?  Increasingly, we are hearing people talking about already being in 
debt.  We know that energy bills will soar by up to €2,000 this year while fuel costs will sky-
rocket by an additional €1,500.  We know there is a staggering 30% of people in fuel poverty 
who are spending more than 10% of their income on energy.  We also know that people on low 
to middle incomes are the ones suffering most and that core social welfare rates, like pensions, 
were only increased by €5 over the last three years.  Those people cannot hang on and they are 
not surviving at the moment.

The promise is that more than €5 will be provided in this year’s budget.  We proposed an 
emergency budget.  We think there should be a €10 increase in core social welfare rates, €300 
should be put back into the pockets of those earning up to €50,000 with a refundable tax credit 
and a €100 million hardship fund should be created.  There is no doubt that targeted measures 
such as a double social welfare payment is the kind of thing that could make a sizable differ-
ence.  We would not mind sitting for an extra week in this House if a mini or emergency budget 
was brought in.  Is it intended to do anything at all before the budget?  Is the Government in-
tending to extend the excise changes that are due to expire on 31 August into October?

21/06/2022D00600The Taoiseach: The excise duty measures have been extended to budget day already.  We 
fully accept the pressures that are on people.  Since October we have brought in €2.4 billion 
worth of measures that, in many respects, are targeted at healthcare, education, fuel and trans-
port costs, including reducing prices in public transport.  Deputy McDonald also called for an 
emergency budget but I am not sure that Deputies are really talking about an emergency budget; 
they are just talking about an emergency expenditure programme if we are honest.  A budget 
has pluses and minuses and it has revenue generation.  I will not go into the detail of that but it 
seems to me that every month since this crisis - which is a serious crisis and I can understand 
why - people want €1 billion to be spent every month.  No sooner had we announced the last 
€1 billion and a bit than the demand was for more the following month.  I have no doubt that if 
something was announced next week, before a month was out Deputies and parties would be 
looking for another package.  That is the nature of it.

We all agree that the people are under enormous pressure because of what is happening 
globally and within Europe.  The Deputy was right when she said it could get worse and it will 
get worse.  That is why we need to make sure that what we do is well thought through, does not 
add unnecessarily to inflation or the inflationary cycle, and is targeted and I agree that it should 
be targeted.  The ESRI report is useful in that respect.  It should also be sustainable over a lon-
ger period of time.  It should not be the case that as soon as we do the budget, we have to do 
something the following month and the following month again if we can avoid that.  We need 
to create stability and to underpin our jobs and the other positive sides of Irish productivity and 
manufacturing that are evident at the moment.  Much of that depends on the global situation, 
which we are worried about.  Markets in other parts of Europe are under pressure.  We see that 
from reports and predictions coming in.  The biggest fear is prolonged stagflation.  One of the 
biggest barriers against poverty is getting a job.  Thankfully in this country, because of the way 
we managed the economy for the last two years and supported jobs and enterprises through the 
pandemic, we enabled many of them to come back much more quickly than might have been 
anticipated and to survive, with the result that we have record levels of employment.  That is a 
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strength going into the end of the year.  We have revenue coming in also but towards the tail end 
of the year, there is much uncertainty.  Because of that, we need to be cautious and make sure 
we get it right.  The Deputy should be in no doubt that we want to alleviate the pressures and 
to do it in a comprehensive way that will affect average people in a good way for a sustained 
period�  

21/06/2022E00200Deputy Catherine Murphy: It would be perfectly possible, for example, to introduce a 
windfall tax on energy companies.  A sizable amount of additional tax is being taken in because 
of inflation in terms of energy and the inflationary impact on goods and services.  The Taoiseach 
talks about expenditure but there is a sizable additional income coming in to the Government 
as well.

The Taoiseach talks about Putin and discontent but discontent will be sown by not respond-
ing well domestically.  He must be delighted with the kind of discontent he is sowing outside 
of the appalling situation in Ukraine.  It is important that we do not allow him to do that.  That 
is why it is important that we do not allow this kind of political vacuum to happen.  These mea-
sures are needed at this point because people are saying they are not managing now.  It is not 
just in the constituency office; people stop me in the street.  I am sure the Taoiseach is getting 
that as well.  People are really worried.  Those of us who remember inflation rates of 20% or 
more include many pensioners who are terrified of the winter.

21/06/2022E00300The Taoiseach: I do not disagree with much of what the Deputy is saying.  People are ter-
rified of the winter and we want to make sure we have a comprehensive package that protects 
people throughout the winter.  Throughout and beyond the winter, we want to protect people as 
best we can.  We have to do it while taking on board a range of issues.  

Right now, we have to settle our expenditure levels in every Department.  Why?  Because 
we need to protect education, health, housing and social protection.  Those Departments have 
measures that are important in terms of cost of living.  We have to do this in a proper evidence-
based way, rather than just saying here is a billion in July and here is a billion in August.  That 
will not work and will not be optimal or effective for people on the ground.

The ESRI has pointed out that some measures asked for in the House were not ideal or opti-
mal and that we could target more.  I am open to suggestions as to the type of measures and so 
on that Deputies think we should concentrate on.  It is important that the budget will set expen-
diture levels for 12 months, across all Departments.  That work is under way but there are pay 
and tax issues.  Then there is the package to alleviate pressures on people as well.

21/06/2022E00400Deputy Matt Shanahan: A number of Sundays ago, a gentleman suffered a cardiac event 
and was resuscitated on the ground outside University Hospital Waterford, UHW.  Even if he 
had been inside UHW, a model 4 hospital in our great Republic, he could not have accessed 
cardiac care as the cath lab was closed, which it is 129 hours of every week.  Sadly, that man 
passed away two days later in UHW.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.  Where is the 24-7 cardiac 
service the Taoiseach promised the south east?  The Taoiseach extols his Government’s capi-
tal spending programme and the hundreds of millions spent in Cork delivering a new airport 
runway, two new €100 million teaching blocks for University College Cork, UCC, the new 
convention centre and the Dunkettle interchange.  Contrast this with how Waterford has been 
treated.  There has been no capital budget approved for the South East Technological University 
and a review of a land purchase to add to the Waterford campus footprint has now been going 
on for 14 months.  While UCC is granted a new school of medicine, the engineering buildings 
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promised to Waterford Institute of Technology in 2012 have been deferred to 2026 or later.  The 
Taoiseach’s Government has starved our airport of regional aviation funding, threatened the 
retention of our air-sea rescue service and offered nothing to address the 20-year-old problems 
of the N24 and N25 road networks in the south east.  However, it is the obstruction of capital 
funding for University Hospital Waterford that offers the greatest insight into the denial of 24-7 
services for the south east�

I wish to respect the House’s long-standing convention of not making charges against per-
sons here under privilege but I need to balance that convention against my responsibility to 
identify the sharp practice with regard to the capital and clinical resourcing of UHW by the 
Cork-based South/South West Hospital Group.  Lies are being told regarding the present strate-
gic development of capital and clinical resourcing at UHW and those responsible must stop or 
be stopped.  A recent three-year national study on heart attacks allied with three years of blue 
light patient transfer data makes the case for 24-7 services for the south east clinically unas-
sailable, yet the Government chooses to ignore this information, preferring to jockey and await 
the further steered reports required to give it the answers it wants to provide it with the political 
cover it seeks.  Such actions reveal an implicit understanding that the private and public patient 
streams and numbers of students that flow out of the south-east region and sustain the medical 
and academic privilege of Cork and Dublin must never be threatened or diminished by competi-
tion�  

The Taoiseach’s Government is abandoning his backbenchers in the south east, just as he 
has abandoned his promise to deliver 24-7 cardiac care to the south-east region.  They will have 
to answer to the electorate.  Without political redirection, I predict that the ballot boxes of the 
south east will bring a heart-stopping arrest to the political careers of many of the Taoiseach’s 
colleagues in government and in his own party, Fianna Fáil.

21/06/2022F00200The Taoiseach: I will make one key point to the Deputy first of all.  He said that we are 
waiting for clinical reviews to get political cover.  Anybody who knows anything about how 
healthcare has evolved over the past 20 years will know that clinical expertise have been the 
driver and has occasioned courageous political decisions with regard to modernising healthcare 
service in this country.  Politics likes to ignore the harsh advice that comes from the bodies that 
set the various standards such as the College of Anaesthesiologists of Ireland, the Royal College 
of Surgeons in Ireland and the authorities on cardiology.  It is wrong to suggest it is all politics.  
No politician wants to close anything in any hospital.  I have never come across a politician 
who willingly says that he or she wants to close a given service.  However, the politicians of the 
parties of successive Governments receive advice as to what is optimal with regard to patient 
safety in given locations.

I remember when emergency medical technician, EMT, was hardly recognised as a profes-
sion in this country.  The most important thing for a person who has a heart attack is the first 
responder, rather than how close the hospital is.  Thankfully, we have professionalised the role 
of EMTs through the Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council, PHECC, initiative we undertook 
more than 20 years ago.  That type of modernisation has resulted in a dramatic reduction in 
the number of deaths from cardiovascular issues.  This country has some of the best survival 
rates in Europe with regard to cardiovascular issues.  We need to have a debate that is balanced 
and that shows perspective.  What we were doing in the past with regard to cardiovascular 
and cancer healthcare was all wrong.  We have changed that over two decades with the result 
that we are now number one in the European Union league table of lifespans.  However, we 
conveniently ignore all of that when endeavouring to get local political advantage, which I 
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respectfully suggest is what the Deputy is about.  He summed it up in his last paragraph when 
he reduced all of this to politics and said that someone would pay an electoral price for not go-
ing wholesale against advice received from cardiologists and clinicians, whether we like that 
advice or not.  The Deputy knows well - he has engaged with me and other Members of this 
House on the matter - that we have put investment into a second cath lab in Waterford.  That 
funding is just in terms of the facility.  Recruitment in order to staff the new cath lab is ongoing.  
As I have informed the Deputy previously, the lab will be available for use in October.  A total 
of 24 whole-time equivalents have been approved by the South/South West Hospital Group to 
staff the second cath lab.

More broadly, employment in the south east increased by 13.6% year on year which is a re-
ally strong performance and the Deputy should acknowledge that.  The Government approved 
more than €120 million through the urban regeneration and development fund for Waterford, 
and still the Deputy comes in here and says the Government is ignoring and does not care about 
Waterford.  What he says does not stack up.

21/06/2022G00200Deputy Matt Shanahan: The Taoiseach said I reduced it to politics; I actually did not.  He 
did when he stood in the grounds of University Hospital Waterford with the Minister of State, 
Deputy Butler, and made a commitment to deliver 24-7 cardiac care to the south east.  In recent 
weeks, I presented to the Dáil data from a three-year National Office of Clinical Audit report 
along with three years of patient ambulance transfer times for University Hospital Waterford 
that show that the average transfer time for a cardiac patient was three and a quarter hours, 
which is totally outside any clinical assessment where they can have any benefit of getting into 
a cath lab.

I was in the room in 2012 with Ambrose McLoughlin and James Reilly when the commit-
ment was given to deliver a second cath lab to University Hospital Waterford.  Here we are 
eight years later and we still do not have delivery on it.  Beyond that, the Taoiseach talks about 
the report that is due out and the clinical evidence�  There is no clinical evidence�  There is 
evidence from three-year National Office of Clinical Audit report and we have ambulance data.  
However, the Government chooses to do nothing about it.  In Waterford, the South/South West 
Hospital Group is running around claiming it is implementing the 24 whole-time equivalents.  
What has it recruited?  It has recruited one porter and one cardiac physiologist.  That is what 
it has recruited so far on the basis of a promise that was given 18 months ago.  It is not about 
delivery and it is not about politics.  I am here for the people of the south east and Waterford 
who I represent.  The Taoiseach should represent them and deliver on his promise.

21/06/2022G00300The Taoiseach: The Deputy knows that is not the case.  The existing cath lab has four 
whole-time equivalent approved consultant posts.  An additional intervention cardiologist post 
was filled on a permanent basis on 1 March.

21/06/2022G00400Deputy Matt Shanahan: Will it deliver 24-7?

21/06/2022G00500The Taoiseach: The Deputy is now upping the ante.  When I met him at the commence-
ment of this Dáil, getting that second cath lab in place with staff was a key priority for us all 
collectively.

21/06/2022G00600Deputy Matt Shanahan: That was two and a half years ago.

21/06/2022G00700The Taoiseach: That was the Deputy’s priority and the priority of everybody here.
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21/06/2022G00800Deputy Matt Shanahan: That was two and a half years ago.

21/06/2022G00900The Taoiseach: I accept there are delays in getting the construction and so on because of 
Covid and all the rest of it.  I cannot go down there and build it myself.  However, we have 
committed the resources to doing it and we have asked the South/South West Hospital Group 
and the HSE to get on with it as fast as they possibly can - both the physical facility and the 
resources�

Regarding the broader situation in Waterford, there needs to be balance.  The south east 
is progressing.  The Government was very concerned about the economic performance of the 
south east and wanted to improve on it.  The foreign direct investment, FDI, performance in the 
region has been strong over the past five years, with employment among IDA Ireland clients in-
creasing by 25%.  The Deputy knows that PublicRelay, Horizon Therapeutics, Eirgen Pharma, 
Infosys and Tegus all provide substantial employment.  Exchequer funding of €14.3 million to 
date has been provided for the technological university, which is very good for Waterford and 
for the south east in general�

21/06/2022G01000Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The Rural Independent Group’s call for a mini-budget was 
voted down by Government.  The Taoiseach said a few minutes ago that the Ukraine war is 
the issue when it comes to energy costs in this country.  He also said that the Government had 
provided €2.6 billion to counteract that.  He never said that the Government took €6 billion in 
tax on fuel alone in one year.  In 2020, it took in €2 billion and now it is taking in €6 billion and 
is returning €2.6 billion to the people of Ireland.  The Government is here to protect the people 
of the here and now.  It is here to protect the economy, which also protects the people.  The 
Taoiseach has stated that there are 2.5 million people working in this country.  There are 2 mil-
lion vehicles in this country and 99% of them run on fossil fuels.  Those vehicles help to run the 
economy by helping people to go to work and thereby feed their families.  The Government’s 
answer in that regard to is to take 49% of the cost of fuel in taxation.  That is not protecting the 
people of this country.

21/06/2022H00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is robbery.

21/06/2022H00300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: It is robbing the people of this country.  The Government’s 
figures are now coming out and showing that is the case.  By delaying the budget until Octo-
ber, the Government will take another €2 billion in tax on fuel alone.  That is only with regard 
to fuel.  What about coal and all the other energies we must pay for?  What about everything?  
What about the clothes on our backs?  The Government is taking taxes like they have never 
been taken before.  The Government was given a toolbox by the EU in November but it has 
done nothing.  On 6 April, the EU allowed member states to reduce the VAT rate to 5%.  The 
Government has done nothing.

Why does the Government not take a leaf out of Malta’s book?  Diesel in Malta costs €1.21 
per litre today and petrol costs €1.36.  We are paying €2.15 per litre for petrol and our Govern-
ment takes 49% of that in tax.  Why do we not go back to 2020 and put in place the cap for 
which I asked?  Last year I asked the Government to cap taxes.  That would have given 40 cent 
per litre back to every motorist in the country.  As the Taoiseach said, 2 million people in this 
country have vehicles and 2.5 million people are working.

21/06/2022H00400The Taoiseach: The Deputy said the Government takes taxes but we do not take them.  The 
Government provides services to the people of Ireland through raising revenue and spending it.  
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We need a tax base to fund education, housing, health, childcare services and child protection 
services and the development of transport infrastructure.  We need revenue to do those things.  
Every stable democracy needs a stable revenue base.

Across the European Union, a broad VAT directive sets out the bands for the various VAT 
rates that can be deployed and so forth.  We have to work within those parameters and we will-
ingly signed up to that.  It places limits on how far VAT can be reduced as we adhere to the rates 
on which we entered into agreement.  We have reduced VAT on gas and electricity.  We have 
also reduced excise in the amount of €2.4 million as a result of measures we have taken.

I understand that Malta has one of the highest levels of borrowing of the EU 27.  It stood 
at 11% of GDP in 2021.  We also have debt levels.  The idea that €6 billion of tax revenue can 
be eliminated in simply not a runner.  It cannot be done anyway, but it is not a runner if the 
proposal is thought through.  The Deputy looks at this issue through a one-dimensional lens.  
He has not looked at the other side of the matter, namely, the allocation of that funding.  For 
example, €4 billion per year has been allocated for the building of social and affordable hous-
ing and for cost-rental accommodation.  There must be a revenue base to allow for that and, 
thankfully, we have a diverse revenue base.  The more important point is that in the context of 
the next budget, we will be in a position to do things that can alleviate the pressure on people, 
families and, in particular, children.  We have already allocated substantial resources since the 
most recent budget to alleviate those pressures across the board.  I have gone through the list of 
measures we have taken in respect of transport costs and so on.  There have also been schemes 
for hauliers, tillage and hospitality.

21/06/2022J00100Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The Taoiseach has 20 seconds on the clock.  He could not 
even fill out what he had to say back but he managed to use extra time talking back to everyone 
else.  That means he does not have a clue what he is talking about.  I will tell him what he can 
waste his minute on.

The Taoiseach talked about protecting the building industry.  At the moment, we have a 
building crisis.  What is causing the building crisis?  It is all to do with fossil fuels, transport 
costs and all energy into insulation and oil-based products.  We have a building crisis.  People 
are no longer building.  Check it out.  Building is now slowing down.  We have a housing crisis 
and building slows down.  Sums of €144,000 are being given to developers for apartments.  
That is what the Government is giving - €144,000.  We have people now that are stopping build-
ing.  We have builders who are saying it is no longer affordable to build houses for their people.  
The Government could do it.  The Taoiseach said the Government put €4 billion into housing.  
That is €4 billion for the people, and we have to make them live here now.  The Taoiseach men-
tioned Malta.  Malta has taken the position of protecting its people, even if it has a higher debt.  
At least they are protected for the here and now.  Who will protect the Taoiseach in the future?

21/06/2022J00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: His European masters.

21/06/2022J00300The Taoiseach: First, there were approximately 33,000 housing commencements from 
April to April.  There are clearly challenges facing housing because of commodity prices going 
up and inflation generally.  The Ukraine war-----

(Interruptions).

21/06/2022J00500The Taoiseach: Deputy Mattie McGrath raises his eyebrows every time I mention 
Ukraine-----
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21/06/2022J00600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Ever before the war there was a spiral in prices.  Everyone 
knows that.

21/06/2022J00700The Taoiseach: The point I am making to Deputy O’Donoghue is that the Ukraine war 
does matter, has mattered, and is the driving factor in all of this.  It could get worse in terms of 
energy.  It could get worse because of the Russian strategy to stop the flow of gas to Germany 
and other major customers.  That will have an impact.

21/06/2022J00800Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: We were going to go bust with Brexit and then-----

21/06/2022J00900The Taoiseach: Thankfully, we are not as dependent on Russian gas and oil for our energy 
supplies.  More generally, if there is a contraction in supply globally, it will affect everybody at 
the end of the day in terms of pricing and so on.  I must put it to Deputy O’Donoghue that the 
next budget will be about expenditure, tax and a package of measures to alleviate the pressures 
on people�

21/06/2022J01000An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up.

21/06/2022J01100The Taoiseach: Parallel with that we have a public service pay process in place.  Every ex-
tra per cent of that context is a substantial proportion of expenditure also.  There are significant 
issues across the board that have to be met.  I think I lost 20 seconds in the first round or rather, 
I did not avail of them.

21/06/2022J01200Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: What about feeding the people of Ireland and stopping 
children from starving-----

21/06/2022J01300The Taoiseach: We are doing that.  We will continue with the actions-----

21/06/2022J01400Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: No, the Government has not even looked at that.

21/06/2022J01500An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, relax please.

21/06/2022J01600An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

21/06/2022J01700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): I move:

Today’s business shall be:

- Motion re Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (Section 95(3)) (Variation 
of Title: Chiropodist) Regulations 2022 (without debate)

- Motion re Proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 
2019 (Extension of Periods of Leave) Order 2022 (without debate)

- Motion re Proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the National Archives Act 1986 
(Section 1(2)(d)) Order 2022 (without debate)

- Motion re Instruction to Committee on Road Traffic and Roads Bill 2021 (without 
debate)

- Statements pre European Council meeting of 23rd-24th June, pursuant to Standing 
Order 124  (not to exceed 110 minutes)
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- Motion re Opt-in to EU Proposal for a Directive on Combating Violence against 
Women and Domestic Violence (to conclude within 55 minutes)

Private Members’ Business shall be the Motion re Emergency Hospital Provision and 
Emergency Department in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, selected by Sinn Féin.

Wednesday’s business shall be:

- Statements on Insurance Reform (not to exceed 210 minutes)

- Birth Information and Tracing Bill 2022 (Amendments from the Seanad) (to be 
taken no earlier than 5.34 p.m. and to conclude within 30 minutes)

- Higher Education Authority Bill 2022 (Report and Final Stages) (to conclude with-
in 90 minutes)

- European Arrest Warrant (Amendment) Bill 2022 (Committee and remaining Stag-
es) (to conclude within 60 minutes)

Private Members’ Business shall be the Motion re Respite Care Services, selected by the 
Independent Group

Thursday’s business shall be:

- Statements on LGBTQI+ Equality (not to exceed 210 minutes).

Thursday evening business shall be the Thirty-ninth Amendment of the Constitution 
(Right to Vote at 16) Bill 2021 (Second Stage)�

Announcement of Proposed Arrangements for this week’s business:

In relation to Tuesday’s business, it is proposed that:

1. the ordinary routine of business as contained in Schedule 3 to Standing Orders shall 
be modified to the following extent:

(i) oral Parliamentary Questions to the Taoiseach pursuant to Standing Order 46(1) 
shall not be taken and expressions of sympathy for the late Austin Currie shall be taken 
at that time; and

(ii) Government business may continue after 6.12 p.m. in order to allow the Motion 
re Opt-in to the EU Proposal for a Directive Combating Violence Against Women and 
Domestic Violence to conclude, with consequential effect on the commencement time 
for the items of business following, as well as on the time for the adjournment of the 
Dáil;

2� the Motion re Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (Section 95(3)) (Varia-
tion of Title: Chiropodist) Regulations 2022 shall be taken without debate;

3. the Motion re Proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit 
Act 2019 (Extension of Periods of Leave) Order 2022 shall be taken without debate;

4. the Motion re Proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the National Archives Act 1986 
(Section 1(2)(d)) Order 2022 shall be taken without debate;
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5. the Motion re Instruction to Committee on the Road Traffic and Roads Bill 2021 shall 
be taken without debate;

6. contributions on the expressions of sympathy for the late Austin Currie shall not ex-
ceed 2 minutes each;

7. the Statements pre European Council meeting of 23rd-24th June, pursuant to Stand-
ing Order 124 shall not exceed 110 minutes, with arrangements in accordance with those 
agreed by Order of the Dáil of 30th July, 2020, for 100 minutes, following which a Minister 
or Minister of State shall be called upon to make a speech in reply which shall not exceed 
10 minutes, and members may share time; and

8. the Motion re Opt-in to EU Proposal for a Directive on Combating Violence against 
Women and Domestic Violence shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a conclu-
sion after 55 minutes and the following arrangements shall apply:

(i) the order of speaking and the allocation of speaking times shall be as follows:

- opening speech by a Minister or Minister of State - 10 minutes;

- speech by a representative of Sinn Féin - 10 minutes;

- speeches by representatives of the Labour Party, Social Democrats, People-
Before-Profit-Solidarity, the Regional Group, the Rural Independent Group, and the 
Independent Group - 5 minutes per party or group; and

- a speech in response by a Minister or Minister of State - 5 minutes; and

(ii) members may share time.

In relation to Wednesday’s business, it is proposed that:

1. the ordinary routine of business as contained in Schedule 3 to Standing Orders shall 
be modified to the extent that oral Parliamentary Questions to the Taoiseach pursuant to 
Standing Order 46(1) shall not be taken, with consequential effect on the commencement 
time for the SOS and for Government business;

2. the Statements on Insurance Reform shall not exceed 210 minutes, with  arrangements 
in accordance with those agreed by Order of the Dáil of 30th July, 2020, for 200 minutes, 
following which a Minister or Minister of State shall be called upon to make a statement in 
reply which shall not exceed 10 minutes, and members may share time;

3. in relation to the amendments from the Seanad on the Birth Information and Tracing 
Bill 2022, the following arrangements shall apply:

(i) the item shall be taken either at 5.34 p.m. or on the conclusion of the Statements 
on Insurance Reform, whichever is the later; and

(ii) the proceedings thereon shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a con-
clusion after 30 minutes and any amendments from the Seanad not disposed of shall be 
decided by one question which shall be put from the Chair, and which shall, in relation 
to amendments to the Seanad amendments, include only those set down or accepted by 
the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth;
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4. the proceedings on Report and Final Stages of the Higher Education Authority Bill 
2022 shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion after 90 minutes by one 
question which shall be put from the Chair and which shall, in relation to amendments, 
include only those set down or accepted by the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science; and

5. the proceedings on Committee and remaining Stages of the European Arrest Warrant 
(Amendment) Bill 2022 shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion after 
60 minutes by one question which shall be put from the Chair and which shall, in relation to 
amendments, include only those set down or accepted by the Minister for Justice.

In relation to Thursday’s business, it is proposed that:

1. the ordinary routine of business as contained in Schedule 3 to Standing Orders shall 
be modified to the extent that topical issues pursuant to Standing Order 37 may be taken 
earlier than 7.24 p.m. and shall, in any event, be taken on the conclusion of Government 
business, with consequential effect on the commencement time for the Thirty-ninth Amend-
ment of the Constitution (Right to Vote at 16) Bill 2021, as well as on the time for the ad-
journment of the Dáil; and

2. the Statements on LGBTQI+ Equality shall not exceed 210 minutes, with arrange-
ments in accordance with those agreed by Order of the Dáil of 30th July, 2020, for 200 
minutes, following which a Minister or Minister of State shall be called upon to make a 
statement in reply which shall not exceed 10 minutes, and members may share time.

21/06/2022J01800An Ceann Comhairle: Are the arrangements agreed?

21/06/2022J01900Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: They are not agreed.  At the meeting of the Business Committee 
last week, we requested that there would be time set aside this week for statements on the ongo-
ing crisis in An Bord Pleanála. I appreciate that a review is taking place in the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government.  Given that every single day there are new and very 
concerning revelations, however, it is only right that time be set aside this week for that debate.  
I urge the Government to reconsider the position.

21/06/2022J02000Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: We have been asking at the Business Committee for several 
weeks for statements on An Bord Pleanála.  New allegations have been coming out week after 
week in respect of undeclared conflicts of interest and irregularities regarding the appointment 
of board members.  There have also been also allegations that board members made changes to 
independent inspector’s reports and overruled the vast majority of cases with regard to specific 
types of applications.  There are also allegations that files were not randomly allocated to board 
members, that two board members in particular acted as a team in a large number of planning 
decisions and that there were multiple alleged breaches of the board’s code of conduct.  The 
report the Minister ordered is due on Thursday, which would be a good day to have statements 
on An Bord Pleanála.  It would also provide an opportunity for the Minister to clarify when he 
first became aware of these allegations, what action will be taken on foot of the report he com-
missioned and how the Government will ensure that all the allegations that are in the public 
domain will be properly investigated.

21/06/2022J02100Deputy Ivana Bacik: I support the calls for an urgent debate this week on An Bord Pleaná-
la.  There has been a drip feed of allegations and very serious matters have been raised about 
conduct, processes and governance.  It is timely that we would have that debate this week.  We 
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are all conscious that there is only a small number of weeks left before the recess.  We have 
the summer economic statement to come and there are quite a number of other urgent matters 
before us.  This week would seem the right time and the appropriate time to have the debate on 
An Bord Pleanála, given the serious nature of the allegations that have been raised.

21/06/2022K00200Deputy Michael Collins: Over the past few days the French authorities have notified Irish 
authorities that the French navy is going ahead with a military exercise, some of which was go-
ing to be inside the Irish economic zone off the south coast.  This is the second country, Russia 
being the first, that has notified Irish authorities that it is to carry out a military exercise within 
Irish zoned waters in recent months.  The French exercise, however, is on a much bigger scale 
than that proposed previously by Russia.

We have found ourselves in an astonishing situation over the past few months in regard to 
Irish territorial waters.  This is a danger to the lives of Irish fishermen who are already strug-
gling in terms of their incomes.  It is a danger to marine life, to fish, dolphins and whales, and 
it is a danger to our environment and our neutrality.

We have been told that the French military exercise is not to go ahead, that it has been put off 
or that it will happen a foot or two outside of our waters.  This is an issue of huge importance to 
Irish people and warrants a debate.  I am calling for a full debate on the issue this week in the 
Dáil.  I would appreciate it if the Taoiseach accepted that.

21/06/2022K00300The Taoiseach: The Minister has appointed an independent senior counsel�  It is an inde-
pendent review.  It is not the Minister’s review.  I appreciate the concerns the Members of the 
House have on these issues.  Under the terms of reference, Mr. Remy Farrell SC was requested 
to provide a report to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Deputy Dar-
ragh O’Brien, within a period of six weeks.  The Minister will consider those matters on receipt 
of the senior counsel’s report�

The Office of the Planning Regulator has announced that it is commencing a review into An 
Bord Pleanála’s systems and procedures as part of its reviews programme.  The Planning Regu-
lator has indicated that details of the Office of the Planning Regulator’s approach to this review 
will be published in the near future.  The Government is aware that judicial reviews have been 
initiated or are ongoing in relation to certain An Bord Pleanála decisions.

On 6 May, the Minister requested a report from the An Bord Pleanála chairperson setting 
out the chairperson’s opinion on the allegations against Mr. Hyde, in accordance with the chair-
person’s powers under section 110(2) of the Planning and Development Act.  The chairperson 
responded on 9 May that he first needed to gather and analyse all relevant information in order 
to form an opinion that the conduct of an ordinary board member has been such as to bring the 
board into disrepute, prior to exercising his chairperson’s powers under section 110(2).  He also 
confirmed that Mr. Hyde had agreed to absent himself from his duties as deputy chairperson of 
the board for the time being, on a strictly without prejudice basis.  The chairperson has indicated 
to the Department that he should shortly be in a position to provide an update to the Minister in 
respect of the ongoing process�

The difficulty about having a debate right now would be the possibility of prejudicing the 
report itself and the content of the report.  That is the challenge right now in terms of having 
a debate.  The Government will keep the matter under review prior to the recess.  We need to 
balance the genuine interest Members have and the public interest with the need to try to get 
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some of these reports completed.  If we can keep the matter under review, I would be open to 
doing that with Deputies.

On the French navy, I understand this is not to take place.  I did not have the full and specific 
details on it coming into the House.  I will ask the Whip if we can have a debate on that, or more 
generally about the whole area of military exercises and the compatibility of such exercises 
with marine life.  We are all interested in protecting marine life.  I am aware Deputy Collins 
would be a long-standing advocate for marine protected areas.  It is also about protecting fisher-
ies into the future and marine biodiversity.  I would be very much in favour of having a wider 
debate on that.  I am sure the Deputy would endorse that.

21/06/2022K00400Deputy Michael Collins: Will that be this week?

21/06/2022K00500The Taoiseach: It cannot be this week.  It may be next week or the week after.

Question put: “That the proposed arrangements for this week’s business be agreed to.”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 66; Níl, 48; Staon, 0.
Tá Níl Staon

 Berry, Cathal.  Andrews, Chris.
 Brophy, Colm.  Bacik, Ivana.

 Browne, James.  Barry, Mick.
 Bruton, Richard.  Brady, John.

 Burke, Colm.  Browne, Martin.
 Burke, Peter.  Buckley, Pat.
 Butler, Mary.  Cairns, Holly.
 Canney, Seán.  Carthy, Matt.

 Cannon, Ciarán.  Clarke, Sorca.
 Carroll MacNeill, Jennifer.  Collins, Joan.

 Chambers, Jack.  Collins, Michael.
 Collins, Niall.  Connolly, Catherine.
 Cowen, Barry.  Conway-Walsh, Rose.

 Creed, Michael.  Cronin, Réada.
 Crowe, Cathal.  Crowe, Seán.

 Devlin, Cormac.  Daly, Pa.
 Dillon, Alan.  Doherty, Pearse.

 Donohoe, Paschal.  Donnelly, Paul.
 Duffy, Francis Noel.  Farrell, Mairéad.
 Durkan, Bernard J.  Funchion, Kathleen.
 English, Damien.  Guirke, Johnny.

 Farrell, Alan.  Howlin, Brendan.
 Feighan, Frankie.  Kerrane, Claire.
 Fitzpatrick, Peter.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.

 Flaherty, Joe.  McDonald, Mary Lou.
 Flanagan, Charles.  McGrath, Mattie.

 Foley, Norma.  McNamara, Michael.



21 June 2022

879

 Griffin, Brendan.  Mitchell, Denise.
 Harris, Simon.  Munster, Imelda.

 Heydon, Martin.  Murphy, Catherine.
 Higgins, Emer.  Murphy, Paul.
 Kehoe, Paul.  Murphy, Verona.
 Lahart, John.  Mythen, Johnny.

 Lawless, James.  Nash, Ged.
 Leddin, Brian.  Nolan, Carol.

 Martin, Catherine.  O’Callaghan, Cian.
 Martin, Micheál.  O’Donoghue, Richard.
 Matthews, Steven.  O’Reilly, Louise.
 McAuliffe, Paul.  O’Rourke, Darren.

 McConalogue, Charlie.  Ó Broin, Eoin.
 McEntee, Helen.  Ó Laoghaire, Donnchadh.

 McGrath, Michael.  Ó Ríordáin, Aodhán.
 Moynihan, Aindrias.  Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
 Moynihan, Michael.  Ryan, Patricia.

 Murnane O’Connor, Jen-
nifer.

 Smith, Bríd.

 Naughton, Hildegarde.  Smith, Duncan.
 Noonan, Malcolm.  Stanley, Brian.
 O’Brien, Darragh.  Tully, Pauline.

 O’Brien, Joe.
 O’Callaghan, Jim.
 O’Connor, James.
 O’Donnell, Kieran.
 O’Gorman, Roderic.

 O’Sullivan, Christopher.
 O’Sullivan, Pádraig.
 Ó Cathasaigh, Marc.

 Ó Cuív, Éamon.
 Phelan, John Paul.
 Richmond, Neale.

 Ring, Michael.
 Ryan, Eamon.

 Smith, Brendan.
 Smyth, Ossian.
 Stanton, David.

 Troy, Robert.
 Varadkar, Leo.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Jack Chambers and Brendan Griffin; Níl, Deputies Mattie McGrath 
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and Michael Collins�

Question declared carried�

21/06/2022O00100Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: One year ago, a wealthy cuckoo fund bought an entire es-
tate of family homes in Maynooth.  I am sure the Taoiseach remembers that.  Instead of taking 
comprehensive action then, the Government introduced a token 10% stamp duty increase.  It 
was warned at the time that this would not stop these funds and that these funds would easily 
absorb that increase by charging massive rents, on which they pay no tax.  That is exactly what 
happened.  Since the Government introduced its measure funds have bought 350 family homes, 
so these funds are still running rampant.  Yesterday, the Minister for Finance, Deputy Donohoe, 
said that he would now review this approach.  That will not cut it.  To halt the gallop of these 
funds and to give ordinary home buyers a chance, the Government must ramp up stamp duty 
to deter these funds, as well as end the tax advantages they enjoy.  Crucially, the Government 
needs to apply these measures to apartments as well as houses because apartments are family 
homes too.

21/06/2022O00200The Taoiseach: With regard to that housing estate in Kildare last year, it was not bought out 
by funds.  The majority of those homes went on the open market while the remainder have been 
acquired by Kildare County Council for social and affordable housing under the terms of Part V 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000.  There is an endless attempt to spin this issue, but 
the facts are the facts.  That estate was not bought out by the funds, as the Deputy has asserted.  
Also, in terms of the objectives, the planning laws we introduced on this last year have worked.  
Some 15,883 residential units have received planning permission since May 2021.  Basically, 
in the space of 12 months, almost 16,000 residential units have been planned for or reserved or 
received planning permission for individual purchasers.  The number of 350 is out of 16,000, 
so there needs to be balance and perspective here.

21/06/2022O00300An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Taoiseach.  The time is up.

21/06/2022O00400The Taoiseach: The planning measures that were introduced have worked in terms of pro-
tecting the individual owner.  Certainly, we will keep everything under review, but there must 
be a little balance and perspective.  The funds are not dominant in the Irish housing market.  
The Deputy keeps saying they are, but they absolutely are not dominant in the housing market.

21/06/2022O00500An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up, Taoiseach.

21/06/2022O00600The Taoiseach: Last year, out of 20,000 houses, some 9,000 were social housing.  Nearly 
50% of the 20,000 houses last year were social houses.

21/06/2022O00700Deputy Ivana Bacik: I mark the sad passing yesterday of Mr. Liam Cahill, the journalist, 
adviser, author and historian�

Yesterday, when visiting Portlaoise, I had the pleasure of meeting with members of the lo-
cal Money Advice and Budgeting Service, MABS, team in their office.  I heard from them how 
their calls have reached record levels this year and how so many households and individuals 
are contacting them with serious money issues and huge pressures in paying for childcare, rent 
and mortgages.  These are working people who were previously on adequate incomes and they 
now say the cash simply is no longer there to meet their basic needs.  That is why the Labour 
Party has called for immediate measures to be adopted by the Government.  That is why the kite 
flying in recent days has not been helpful.  We need to see targeted measures now to support 



21 June 2022

881

those on the lowest pay and the lowest incomes, with an immediate social welfare bonus this 
summer to help people struggling with the fear and anticipation of back-to-school costs and an 
immediate rise of €1 per hour in the minimum wage.

21/06/2022O00800An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy.  The time is up.

21/06/2022O00900Deputy Ivana Bacik: That is what is required.  Ireland needs a pay rise and we need to see 
people having more cash in their pockets so they can meet the cost-of-living crisis.

21/06/2022O01000The Taoiseach: On the pay front, discussions have taken place between the Government 
and the public service unions on public service pay.  They have broken up for the time being, 
but the Government is open to re-engaging in the public service pay talks.  Meanwhile, in the 
private sector there have been various agreements in different sectors between different compa-
nies and their employees in respect of pay.

The Government has taken substantial measures in respect of fuel, transport costs, health-
care costs and education costs.  Our view is that the situation is serious; there is no doubt about 
that.  The pressure on people is enormous.  We want to do a comprehensive package in the 
budget that will be sustainable right through the winter.  Our objective is to get people through 
what will be a very difficult winter, both here and in Europe, as well as globally.

21/06/2022P00200Deputy Holly Cairns: The Taoiseach will be aware of Emma O’Sullivan, a young woman 
in Cork city who has had to start to fundraise to get treatment for an eating disorder, and 
obsessive-compulsive disorder, OCD.  She is fearful that she will never recover from these ill-
nesses through the public mental health system.  Emma has no choice but to seek costly private 
treatment.  People are being incredibly generous in donating, including a bake sale at Ballin-
lough community centre at the weekend.  A bake sale to raise money for potentially life-saving 
treatment is a glaring indictment of public eating disorder care in Ireland.  Emma is not alone.  
Many, mainly young women, are in the same position.  I have continuously raised this issue.  
Every time I do, the Minister of State, Deputy Butler, or the Taoiseach have given me the same 
assurances of more funding and improved care.  I do not doubt their sincerity but cases like 
Emma’s reveal the reality.  What is going to be different this time?

21/06/2022P00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I thank the Dep-
uty very much for raising this case.  I am aware of the case to which she alludes but I can-
not discuss it on the floor of the Dáil.  It was brought to my attention by Deputy Christopher 
O’Sullivan a couple of weeks ago and we have been working on it.  The Government does 
remain firmly committed to enhancing specialist eating disorder services, including improved 
access and shorter waiting lists.  A total of €6.85 million has been allocated, and a further €1.15 
million again this year.  The current situation is that by the end of this year, funding will have 
been provided for nine teams in total.  Three teams are currently operational.  Three other teams 
are funded and are at an advanced stage of recruitment, and funding is to issue this year for a 
further three teams.  What I am trying to achieve is that we will have one team in each commu-
nity healthcare organisation, CHO.  It is important that we have a situation where, regardless of 
where one lives, one has access to an eating disorder team.

It has been stated constantly that there are only three eating-disorder beds in the country.  
All approved centres are available for eating disorder cases, and we have 56 approved centres 
in the country.  A person can avail of inpatient supports at any of the 56 centres.  I will continue 
to work on the particular case.
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21/06/2022P00400Deputy Mick Barry: For young people with diabetes, moving from multiple daily injec-
tions to an insulin pump is such a step forward.  It is a life-changer.  Some 554 children and 
young adults are serviced by the paediatric diabetic department at Cork University Hospital, 
CUH, but as of two weeks ago, only 198 of them, 36%, had a pump.  As of two weeks ago, 24 
under the age of six were being forced to wait for pump therapy.  Due to understaffing, CUH 
was allowed become the only hospital in the country where pump upgrades had to be paused.

I congratulate the parents who campaigned long and hard on these issues and whose efforts 
have played a key role in winning extra resources for this department.  There will be two new 
nurses this July, a psychologist position is to be filled shortly, as well as an advanced nurse 
practitioner, and there will be extra administrative resources.  However, through no fault of their 
own, the doctors here have a significant backlog to address.  I will watch the progress made 
like a hawk and will demand extra resources in the coming months should that prove necessary.

21/06/2022P00500The Taoiseach: In the last Estimates round, and in terms of providing a substantial budget 
to the Department of Health, it encompassed expanded services across the board, including pae-
diatric diabetic services and a whole range of other services.  This is being realised through the 
recruitment of staff and additional resources at various locations across the country, including 
CUH.  We will continue to keep an eye on that and to keep the pressure on.

21/06/2022P00600Deputy Cathal Berry: We know that central banks across the world are starting to raise 
interest rates now.  The European Central Bank, ECB, is likely to begin to move the rate next 
month.  Traditionally, Irish retail banks have been very quick to raise interest rates for borrow-
ers but very slow to raise them for depositors and savers.  Does the Government have any plans 
to ensure that Irish retail banks will not make excessive profits in this new interest rate environ-
ment and that the benefits of interest rate increases will also be passed on to Irish consumers?

21/06/2022P00700The Taoiseach: There are commercial decisions involved here.  The Central Bank regulates 
the banks.  The ECB has kept interest rates at an exceptionally low level for the past decade, 
as concerns about deflation dominated.  Inflation is now the predominant concern and worry, 
hitting about 8.1% in May across Europe.  Last week, the ECB signalled a 0.25% interest rate 
hike in July and said a bigger increase might be needed in September.  In our previous interest 
rate cycles, lending rates and deposit rates tended to move together, so there is good reason to 
believe that at some stage in the near future, deposit rates will move up from the current excep-
tionally low levels, as the ECB tightens monetary policy.

21/06/2022P00800Deputy Mattie McGrath: Two weeks ago, HIQA published an assessment of Tusla’s foster 
care services in Cork which, as the Taoiseach well knows, has a quarter of the country’s chil-
dren.  Tusla was compliant in only two of the 12 standards assessed.  One example is that some 
children with complex needs taken into State care by Tusla in Cork were housed in hotels.  The 
report is the latest among scores of reports that finds Tusla is not compliant with national stan-
dards for foster care in all of its 17 service areas�

HIQA has the power to monitor Tusla but has no power of sanction.  This is farcical.  It can 
close down nursing homes overnight and everything else.  The Alliance of Birth Mothers Cam-
paigning for Justice is advocating for these children.  The group has written to the Taoiseach.  A 
letter was handed to him by a Fianna Fáil Deputy.  The group has asked to meet the Taoiseach.  
He was well able to question the then Minister, Ms Zappone, when he was sitting in this seat, 
but he has done nothing about it.  What is going on in terms of how children are being treated 
is a present-day scandal.
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21/06/2022P00900An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Deputy.

21/06/2022P01000Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is bad enough that they are being taken into care but to be 
neglected in care in this way is shocking.

21/06/2022P01100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the Deputy pointed out, a follow-up report was done on an earlier report on the 
foster care service in Cork.  The follow-up report continues to reveal deficiencies, in particular 
of staffing levels, in the Cork area.  The crucial issue is the lack of social workers.  Tusla has a 
remediation plan in place to try to bring in the necessary social workers, in particular at the rel-
evant degree of qualifications, into the area.  I am happy to follow up with the Deputy directly 
on how the plan is being implemented.  It is something that I have raised with both the chief 
executive and the chair of the Tusla board.

21/06/2022P01200Deputy Michael McNamara: I again raise the issue of University Hospital Limerick, 
UHL.  On 15 March, HIQA visited UHL to measure its compliance with four key standards.  
It failed three and was only partially compliant with the fourth.  The report found that there 
was inadequate capacity and pointed to the fact that it was the only model 4 hospital and there 
were no model 3 hospitals in the region.  It also found that there was inadequate management 
of existing capacity, in particular, human resources.  That is just one day.  On every day, UHL 
is overcrowded.  On every day, it poses a danger to the patients it is supposed to serve.  On 
every day, people are afraid to go to the emergency department.  People are afraid that frail 
family members will be brought by ambulance to the department.  They beg ambulance drivers 
to bring them to another facility.  I have lived that fear, as have many families right across the 
constituency.  As Head of Government of this State, will the Taoiseach take responsibility for 
remedying this into his Department to ensure it is remedied, and if not, what will be done by the 
Government to remedy the situation?

21/06/2022P01300The Taoiseach: The HSE is responsible for the delivery and operation of health services.  
The capacity is simply not there for any Department, including the Taoiseach’s Department, to 
begin to run hospitals.  That is simply not going to happen.  It is not a runner, nor is it feasible 
or practical as a solution.  In terms of what we can do, the Minister has met with the chair, the 
CEO and senior management of the HSE, and has requested the development of comprehensive 
plans with short-term and long-term measures to be taken nationally and at each emergency 
department and community healthcare organisation to ensure sustainable improvements in the 
performance of emergency departments.  Without question, recent months have been highly 
challenging for emergency departments.  The situation has been exacerbated by the constant 
recurrence and the prevalence of Covid-19, not just in terms of what happens in hospitals but 
of egress from hospitals and the inability of some community nursing units and nursing homes 
to take patients from the acute wards of hospitals because of them being subject to outbreaks of 
Covid as well, so it has been very challenging.

21/06/2022P01400Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: I have raised the Mazars report, which was tasked with re-
viewing the drugs payment scheme for the reimbursement of prescription medications in this 
country.  I have previously asked the Minister for Health and the Tánaiste, and today I ask the 
Taoiseach, for a commitment from the Government that this report will be published.  The re-
port was instigated in late 2017 or early 2018.  It has been sitting on the Minister’s desk since 
January 2020.  It has cost the State approximately €86,000 to publish and, more than anything 
else, patients need to see that report and what improvements it advocates.  I ask the Taoiseach 
to give a commitment that the Minister will publish it as quickly as possible.
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21/06/2022Q00200The Taoiseach: I appreciate the Deputy’s interest in this issue.  I will talk to the Minister 
and ask him to ensure a timeline is provided for the publication of this report.  It should be 
published.

21/06/2022Q00300Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: I will again bring up the matter of the HIQA report into over-
crowding in the emergency department, ED, at UHL.  There are 88 patients on trolleys there 
today, which is the same number as that on 15 March when HIQA carried out its report.  UHL 
needs serious help at a national level.  We have the second highest number in throughput of 
ED patients, yet we have the lowest number, relatively, of acute beds.  That is a very important 
statistic.  The Minister for Health set up, and asked the HSE to put in place, an expert team at 
UHL.  That team concluded its review on 10 June.  We now need to see HSE corporate stepping 
in to help UHL.  It needs help.  I need the Taoiseach to stand behind that proposition and these 
measures.  I ask that the action plan now being brought forward by the review team in the HSE 
nationally be implemented immediately in UHL.  It has very hard-working staff but we have 
serious problems there.

21/06/2022Q00400The Taoiseach: I understand the HSE has been involved at national level in respect of gov-
ernance and has sent a team to the hospital to monitor and review it.

21/06/2022Q00500Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: It is the action plan I want.

21/06/2022Q00600The Taoiseach: That has happened.  We are acutely aware of the challenges and pressures 
on the hospital.  The HIQA report identified, for example, that even though there has been a 
substantial increase in beds in the past number of years, it did not in itself alleviate the pressures 
on the emergency department.  There are issues other than resources.  More resources will be 
required for acute beds but that will take time.  In the interim, there are issues such as systems 
within the hospital and flow through it.  As I said, when the HIQA report was carried out, it was 
at the high point of disruption caused by Covid-19.  It was an unannounced visit, which is the 
same thing-----

21/06/2022Q00700Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: It is as bad now.

21/06/2022Q00800The Taoiseach: One can understand.  Covid is having an impact on health.  Everyone wants 
to forget about it and pretend it is not happening but it is happening and having a significant 
impact on the operation of hospitals.

21/06/2022Q00900Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: It is the action plan�

21/06/2022Q01000An Ceann Comhairle: I am very sorry that I will not be able to reach all Deputies.

21/06/2022Q01100Deputy Brian Stanley: I will raise the issue of the provision of universal healthcare and 
the commitment in the programme for Government.  The diabetic clinic in Portlaoise has 7,000 
people with diabetes registered from the catchment area of Laois, south Kildare, Offaly, north 
Tipperary and County Laois.  The insulin pump service is available for children and adolescents 
only and not adults.  When people reach the age of 18, they have to go to Dublin and go private 
at more than €500 a pop.  That is the only option.

There is no dietician for the adult insulin pump services, which means there are no such ser-
vices.  The clinic is doing great work and hospital management want to develop it, but it cannot 
provide a full service.  Hospital management has made the case three times for funding up to 
January this year and continues to make the case.  On 2 December, the Minister informed me 
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that the appointment of a senior dietician to support the continued development of the services 
has been identified and is currently being considered.  This is after years of delay.  The heads 
of the hospital group are delaying this.  This is what is happening because I have been digging 
into it to find out what the real problem is.  The Minister needs to catch this because in the long 
term, this costs money-----

21/06/2022Q01200An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is way over time.

21/06/2022Q01300Deputy Brian Stanley: -----and people get sicker and sicker, if they do not get insulin 
pump services when they need them and they cannot afford them.  If we are to move to a pub-
lic health system and a national health system in this country as per Sláintecare, this service 
needs to be provided in the midlands.  I appeal to the Taoiseach, and note one of the Ministers 
responsible for health is in the Chamber, to take up this matter with the HSE.  The heads of the 
hospital group are delaying this.

21/06/2022Q01400An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy has one minute for this, not two.

21/06/2022Q01500Deputy Brian Stanley: They are moving at a glacial pace and it needs to be moved on.  I 
appeal to the Minister and the Taoiseach to move it on.

21/06/2022Q01600The Taoiseach: Does the Ceann Comhairle want me to answer?

21/06/2022Q01700An Ceann Comhairle: Of course.  Why not?

21/06/2022Q01800The Taoiseach: I will talk to the Minister regarding the specifics.  I do not have the specif-
ics of this case.  I do not know why anybody would want to delay matters, if the funding and 
resources are there, but I will follow it up.

21/06/2022Q01900Deputy Mairéad Farrell: I remember when we clapped in this Chamber for our front-line 
workers.  That recognition was important but it is not sufficient.  We know that the pay talks 
recently broke down and the unions are up for the negotiation.  The Taoiseach said that he is 
also up for those negotiations.  Will he commit to concluding an agreement with the unions that 
recognises the important work done by nurses, gardaí and civil and public servants?

21/06/2022Q02000The Taoiseach: As I discussed earlier, that matter is ongoing as part of the public pay talks.  
We are doing everything we can to try to bring them to a conclusion.

21/06/2022Q02100Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: We all wish the Minister for Justice, Deputy McEntee, 
well with her very good news.  Of course, she is not the only female Member to have had a baby 
in the lifetime of this Dáil.  Indeed, a number of men have had babies in their families during the 
period of this Dáil.  It is a useful opportunity to remind us we have made no practical advance in 
maternity provision for Members of the Oireachtas who may have babies.  A Bill was passed on 
Second Stage and I thank the Government for its engagement with that.  It is a recommendation 
of the Forum on a Family Friendly and Inclusive Parliament, and part of the work of the gender 
equality committee, to have a referendum on remote or proxy voting in limited circumstances, 
which would include maternity and potentially paternity provision.  I ask the Taoiseach to indi-
cate his support for this measure and indicate the lead Department in order that we might follow 
up on a practical basis for the future.  Is it the Taoiseach’s Department?  It is surely not a matter 
of equality but one of the administration of politics more generally, rather than being hived off 
to the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.

21/06/2022Q02200Deputy Roderic O’Gorman: I join the Deputy in wishing huge congratulations to the 
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Minister, Deputy McEntee, and her family.  Work is ongoing regarding the provision of ma-
ternity leave to members of local authorities.  The Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, and his team are working on that.  My Department is 
working on the provision of maternity leave to Oireachtas Members.  We have engaged with 
the Irish Women’s Parliamentary Caucus.  We have sent a survey to all female Members to get 
their views.  I am meeting with the Ceann Comhairle soon regarding an engagement to bring 
together Standing Orders and to see what elements we can undertake in that regard.  We now 
perhaps have the opportunity, with the work life balance Bill that will move through the Houses 
shortly, to undertake some of the legislative measures necessary to provide maternity leave for 
female Members.

21/06/2022Q02300Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: On 8 April, my friend Helen applied for her pass-
port, as she did for her four children.  The passports for her four children came back on 31 May 
with a request for further information from her, which she sent in.  The flights were scheduled 
for 21 June.  This is nearly ten weeks ago and I requested this matter be treated as urgent.  Last 
week, she came to me saying she was so disappointed because this passport was urgent as this 
family was picked from the Kildare and Leighlin diocese for an audience with the Pope dur-
ing the World Meeting of Families 2022.  This is a family that is representing Ireland.  I did 
everything on Friday to get the passport.  I contacted the Taoiseach’s office and the office of 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Deputy Coveney.  I contacted everywhere and she did not fly 
out today.  It is unacceptable that this lady and her four children - it is such a privilege to have 
an audience with the Pope - did not get her passport.  As I said, it has been going for nearly ten 
weeks.  It is unacceptable.  The other issue is that Helen went to the Passport Office on Friday 
and Monday.  She said staff there were not one bit nice or helpful to her.

21/06/2022Q02400An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach will need a little infallibility to solve that problem.

21/06/2022Q02500The Taoiseach: Or maybe divine intervention.  In a more serious vein, it is very distressing 
for the family, to be fair.  Normally, passport applications for children tend to be the difficulty 
and not those for the mother.  I will raise this with the Department.  It is no fault of the Deputy’s 
because she contacted my office yesterday at around 8.30 a.m., as she did others.  It is very 
distressing for the mother and the family who were selected to go to Rome to have an audience 
with the Pope.  It meant a lot to that family.  I cannot understand how that happened, especially 
if the children’s passports were all sorted because that is normally the area where there seems 
to be the greatest delay.

21/06/2022Q02600An Ceann Comhairle: There are four Deputies remaining.  If they ask their questions in 20 
seconds, we will take all four of them.

21/06/2022R00100Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: It is clear that many sections of our community are suffering 
daily because of the significant increase in fuel prices.  For people on the road, petrol costs 
€2.20 per litre and diesel costs €2.15.  The total tax take on diesel is now 92.5 cent.  When 
diesel cost €1.20 per litre in January 2021, which was only a little over a year ago, the tax take 
was 53 cent.

21/06/2022R00200An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up.

21/06/2022R00300Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Government has wriggle room.  It is taking in 40 cent 
extra.

21/06/2022R00400An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, please.  We are way over time.
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21/06/2022R00500Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: After the 15 cent reduction that it made a few weeks ago, it still 
has 25 cent to play with.  That would mean a great deal to people on the road.  Act now because 
October will be too late.

21/06/2022R00600Deputy Bríd Smith: I wish to ask about a Bill that I introduced last year.  On 30 June, it 
will be a year since the Government amended the Second Stage motion on the Industrial Rela-
tions (Provisions in Respect of Pension Entitlements of Retired Workers) Bill 2021 on the basis 
that it would return the Bill to the House within a year, which would be next Thursday.  Will 
the Taoiseach guarantee me that the Bill will be before the House again before next Thursday?

21/06/2022R00700Deputy Alan Dillon: Next year will see thousands of participants who joined the rural so-
cial scheme in 2017 leaving it after six years.  This fundamentally opposes the very purpose of 
the rural social scheme and is nonsensical in the current environment.  The six-year rule should 
be abolished immediately.  Will the Government support such a move and resolve the consider-
able stress on participants, who are effectively on notice that they will lose their jobs next year?

21/06/2022R00800Deputy Chris Andrews: Baggot Street hospital has been closed since 2019 and is steadily 
sliding into dereliction.  The windows are boarded up and tiles are falling off the roof.  Given 
the homeless emergency, will the Taoiseach intervene to ensure that this magnificent building is 
used for community purposes instead of being sold off to private investors?

21/06/2022R00900The Taoiseach: I think I dealt with Deputy Danny Healy-Rae’s question when I responded 
to his colleague, Deputy O’Donoghue, earlier in terms of the Government needing revenue to 
spend on services and to improve all those roads in Kerry that Deputy Danny Healy-Rae has so 
consistently articulated for.  For improvements to the roads and so on-----

21/06/2022R01000Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: What about the people on those roads?

21/06/2022R01100The Taoiseach: -----one needs revenue to do that now and again.

Deputy Bríd Smith raised the issue of the retired workers Bill.  I will come back to her on 
that specifically.

21/06/2022R01200Deputy Bríd Smith: Next Thursday will be a year on.

21/06/2022R01300The Taoiseach: I know, but I do not have the details to hand today.

Regarding the issue raised by Deputy Dillon, we can look at that.  The Minister for Rural 
and Community, Deputy Humphreys, can look at it.  Six years was originally a concession at 
the time.  I would have been involved in introducing it under the job initiative and the commu-
nity employment scheme.  We can look at that.

Regarding the issue raised by Deputy Andrews, my understanding - I might be wrong - is 
that the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, had 
his eye on that in terms of emergency housing needs or was looking at the building in terms of 
the Ukrainian situation and whether it could be refurbished for that purpose.

21/06/2022R01400An Ceann Comhairle: That concludes questions on policy or legislation.  We are running 
25 minutes over time because, for the most part, neither the questions nor the answers stayed 
within the time limits.
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21/06/2022R01500Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (Section 95(3)) (Variation of title: Chi-
ropodist) Regulations 2022: Motion

21/06/2022R01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Regulations in draft:

Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (Section 95(3)) (Variation of title: 
Chiropodist) Regulations 2022,

a copy of which has been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 27th April, 2022.

Question put and agreed to�

21/06/2022R01800Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 (Extension of Periods of Leave) Order 2022: Mo-
tion

21/06/2022R01900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Order in draft:

Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 (Extension of Periods of Leave) Order 2022, 

a copy of which was laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 30th May, 2022.

Question put and agreed to�

21/06/2022R02100National Archives Act 1986 (Section 1(2)(d)) Order 2022: Motion

21/06/2022R02200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Order in draft:

National Archives Act 1986 (Section 1(2)(d)) Order 2022,

a copy of which has been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 8th June, 2022.

Question put and agreed to�

21/06/2022R02400Road Traffic and Roads Bill 2021: Instruction to Committee

21/06/2022R02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I move:

That, pursuant to Standing Order 187, it be an instruction to the Select Committee on 
Transport and Communications, on the Road Traffic and Roads Bill 2021, that the Com-
mittee has the power to make amendments to the Bill which are outside the scope of the 
existing provisions of the Bill, in order to provide for support and promotion for zero to low 
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emission vehicles; CCTV/cameras used by TII and local authorities; revocation of licences; 
and technical amendments to provide for the effect and validity of certain road traffic regu-
lations�

Question put and agreed to�

21/06/2022R02700Death of Former Member: Expressions of Sympathy

21/06/2022R02800An Ceann Comhairle: I ask Members to join me in welcoming here today the family of the 
late Austin Currie, who died in November of last year.  We welcome Austin’s wife, Anita, and 
his children, Estelle, Caitríona, Dualta, Austin and our own colleague in the Oireachtas, Senator 
Emer Currie, along with Austin’s grandchildren and other extended family members.

I note that we are also joined by a distinguished former Taoiseach.  He is very welcome.

Members do not need me to remind them of Austin Currie’s immense contribution to politi-
cal life on this island.  The courage he displayed in his life, his tenacity, and his belief in the 
principles of equality and justice are an example to us all today.  As a founding member of the 
SDLP, Austin Currie helped to change the course of history.  He made an immense contribution 
to achieving peace on this island and his life was dedicated to the service of other people.  He 
was, in truth, a leader and a statesman.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

As tradition requires, I now call on the Tánaiste, as his party leader, to begin the tributes to 
Austin�

21/06/2022R03100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In the past two and a half years, we have lost three giants of the civil rights movement in 
Ireland, namely, Seamus Mallon, John Hume and Austin Currie.  They were three of the great 
pioneers of peace, change and non-violence on our island.  Their legacy lives on all around us.

Today, it is my honour to pay tribute to someone whom I had the honour of getting to know 
when I first became interested in politics.  He inspired me then and he continues to inspire me 
today.  For me and many of us in Fine Gael, Austin Currie was one of the most outstanding 
politicians of his generation, a person of incredible personal courage, political insight and hu-
manity.  He was my local Deputy when I first got involved in Fine Gael and it was a strange 
experience to see someone who was almost an historical figure attending my local branch meet-
ings above my local pub.  I will always be grateful to him for encouraging me in my early years 
in politics when plenty of others did not.  I learned a great deal from him, and it later became my 
great honour to represent the people of Dublin West, a constituency that he served with distinc-
tion for over a decade.  Today, I serve the families and individuals of Dublin West alongside his 
daughter, Senator Emer Currie, and I see in her the same passion for justice and determination 
to help others.  I also see in her the total absence of cynicism, which is rare in politics.

Other speakers will pay tribute to Austin’s remarkable achievements as a civil rights leader, 
how he exposed and highlighted discrimination against Catholics in Northern Ireland, espe-
cially in terms of issues like housing, how he organised one of the first civil rights marches in 
Northern Ireland and went on to co-found the SDLP with John Hume and Gerry Fitt, and how 
he was a politician of remarkable physical and moral courage who refused to stay silent even 
when people tried to intimidate and silence him and when he was threatened and attacked.
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To understand him, one has to understand his unshakeable commitment to peace and de-
mocracy.  Although he and his family, some of whom are present, were subjected to violence, 
they never once contemplated resorting to it.  He always stayed true to his belief – shared with 
John Hume - that two wrongs could never make a right.  Like Martin Luther King and Mohan-
das Gandhi, he knew that a people could be liberated without any need for recourse to violence, 
sectarianism or hatred.

When Austin died, many of the tributes understandably focused on the earlier part of his 
career in Northern Ireland.  His time as a Deputy and a Minister of State in this State was almost 
viewed as a postscript, a less interesting part of his life when he took up different causes and 
issues.  To me, however, it was a continuum of a single cause - a fight for human rights, dignity 
and justice for people, North and South.  By remembering Austin’s later career, we see the full 
extent of his patriotism, his courage and his contribution to our country.  So, today I want to say 
something about his career as a Deputy and a Minister of State, a remarkable period when we 
saw the exact same political insight, courage and humanity on display.

In the 1990s, which was in our lifetime, there were dark parts of Irish society that we did 
not like to be open about or talk about, issues that we tried to ignore and pretend did not exist 
or just did not know how to deal with, for example, child abuse.  He showed the same courage 
and moral clarity in fighting these wrongs and in fighting for the rights of children as he showed 
when fighting for the rights of Catholics in Northern Ireland.  He was appointed a Minister of 
State by former Taoiseach John Bruton.  He as the very first Minister of State with specific 
responsibility for children in the history of the State.  This has developed into a full Cabinet 
Ministry, held by my constituency colleague, Deputy O’Gorman, but this was when that role 
was created.  It spanned three Departments: the Department of Health; the Department of Edu-
cation; and the Department of Justice.  His experience of how politics worked – and often did 
not work – made an immediate impact.  One of the first things he discovered was that many 
of the civil servants working on different aspects of policies relating to children did not know 
each other, so he introduced regular meetings, bringing them together and ensuring that for the 
first time there was a co-ordinated approach to national childcare policy.  Austin was the first 
Minister of State to call for the creation of a children’s ombudsman, which was built upon by 
the next Government when that office was established in 2002.

Austin showed real bravery in tackling the issue of child abuse and in trying to find real 
solutions.  For example, he wanted to introduce mandatory reporting of child abuse and started 
a debate about how that policy might work.  It took 20 years, but it happened during Enda Ken-
ny’s first Government.  When Ireland held the Presidency of the EU in 1996, Austin used that 
platform to speak out against organised paedophile networks worldwide and about how coun-
tries needed to work together to fight it.  Austin was ahead of his time in many ways, including 
when it came to identifying future threats to children, such as the Internet.  This was in the days 
when email and the Internet were new concepts.  Austin represented the EU at the first World 
Congress Against Sexual Exploitation and spoke passionately about the dangers posed by the 
growing popularity of the Internet and how it was being used to transmit images of children 
and promote child sex abuse.  He lost none of his oratorical skills, and his contribution made a 
considerable impression and helped influence governments across the world.

To give a small flavour of Austin’s achievements , he spoke in the Dáil about child sex 
tourism and brought forward amendments to legislation against it.  He worked to modernise 
Ireland’s adoption policies, provide more money for families in the family resource centres, 
increase the fostering allowance for teenagers and fight child homelessness.  He also worked to 
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improve childcare services and services for young offenders.  Furthermore, he worked with oth-
ers to establish a specialist unit to deal with family violence.  As is the case now, there were not 
many votes in these things but a lot of good was done.  When he died, Niamh Bhreathnach, the 
former Labour Deputy, who was Minister for Education in the rainbow Government, wrote a 
generous letter to The Irish Times, crediting Austin with the work he had done behind the scenes 
in the area of special education.  Austin was driven by ideas and his belief in people.  Thanks to 
his courage and determination, we live in a better Ireland today.

21/06/2022S00200The Taoiseach: Is mór an onóir domsa é, mar Thaoiseach, a bheith in ann m’ómós agus 
ómós mo pháirtí a chur in iúl maidir le Austin Currie.  Níl aon amhras ann ach gur fear agus 
polaiteoir den scoth a bhí ann.  D’oibrigh sé go dian dícheallach, Domhnach is dálach, ar son 
muintir na tíre, sa Tuaisceart agus sa Deisceart araon.  Caithfimid machnamh a dhéanamh ar 
an dlúth-ról a bhí ag Austin Currie i ngluaiseacht cearta sibhialta an Tuaiscirt.  Bhí léargas faoi 
leith aige ar an oileán iomlán agus bhí tuiscint faoi leith aige ar gach gné den pholaitíocht.

It is a great honour for me to pay tribute in this House to the life and political contribution 
of Austin Currie in the presence of his family.  Austin was a colleague in this House for more 
than a decade, and served the State with honour and integrity in the Departments of Education, 
Justice and Health.  As I said in the aftermath of his death, on that basis alone he would be de-
serving of national recognition and respect but Austin Currie’s contribution to Irish politics and 
Irish life was much more consequential than his service to this House or to Government.  Austin 
Currie was a major figure among that singular generation of Northern leaders.  He was one of a 
group of extraordinary individuals, from ordinary backgrounds, who were forced by the degra-
dations of the Northern state at that time to confront this appalling injustice.  They recognised 
the power of peaceful protest and they understood that social and economic justice and progress 
would only be secured through the force of argument.  His protest on housing rights in Caledon 
is widely recognised as the beginning of the civil rights movement.  Then, along with those 
other great names, Hume, Cooper, Fitt, Devlin and O’Hanlon, and others, he founded the SDLP 
and developed the fundamental political philosophy that ultimately became the basis of peace 
and power-sharing across the board.  We can imagine with complete confidence his impatience 
and dismay with the ongoing refusal to honour the mandate of the recent assembly elections 
and bring back the institutions.

Alongside his intellectual capacity, Austin Currie was a man of real and significant physical 
courage.  More than 30 times his family home was attacked by loyalists and so-called repub-
licans and, yet, along with his colleagues, he persisted.  As I said at the time of his death, and 
I repeat today, our country owes him a great debt for this persistence.  Many people are alive 
today and raising families of their own because of this persistence and we have peace in our 
country because of this persistence.

Austin’s contribution to this Dáil and to Government have been well articulated by the 
Tánaiste but his role as Minister of State with responsibility for children’s rights is particularly 
significant because it was the commencement of an evolution that has placed children and 
childcare policy that is more reflective of children at the Cabinet table.  That took place over 
a period, with additional powers and responsibilities being given to successive Ministers and 
Ministers of State with responsibility for children.  Austin began that process and was particu-
larly focused on protecting children from all forms of abuse.  That is something for which we 
also him a debt of gratitude.

Outside politics, Austin’s great passion and love was his family, namely, Anita, Estelle, 
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Caitríona, Dualta, Austin Óg and our colleague, Senator Emer Currie.  All of his grandchildren 
have come in today for this important moment.  They are welcome to this House.  It is impor-
tant that we pay tribute to Austin Currie in the context of his contribution to this House and to 
politics in the Republic and on the island as a whole.  I know that his family will continue to 
miss him every day.  I hope that as they listen to the heartfelt tributes from colleagues across 
the House this afternoon, they will get some comfort from the huge and enormous respect in 
which Austin Currie was held and that they feel pride in the profound contribution he made to 
our country.  Their husband, father and brother was one of those who truly made Ireland a better 
place.  Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

21/06/2022S00300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): On behalf of the Green Party, I join Members on all sides of the House in ex-
pressing my condolences to the family of Austin Currie, namely, his wife, Anita, their children, 
Estelle, Caitríona, Dualta, Austin Óg and our colleague, Senator Emer Currie.  Very few people 
will equal, in one lifetime, the positive impact that Austin Currie had on politics on this island.  
As the Minister with responsibility for equality, I have always been inspired by Austin’s life-
long dedication to achieving equal civil rights for those so profoundly discriminated against in 
Northern Ireland�

Underpinning all of this was a deep conviction that justice should prevail through peaceful 
and democratic means and that courage was needed to act on this conviction in a climate of vio-
lence, intimidation and hatred, often against him, his immediate family and his political peers.  
That courage and conviction could be seen in the political tasks Austin turned his ambition 
towards, which were always peacebuilding projects.  He brought real political skill and dignity 
to both his elected and appointed political roles in: the old Northern Ireland Parliament; the 
short-lived 1973 Assembly and Executive; the New Ireland Forum; and as Deputy for Dublin 
West, my constituency, for 13 years.  Austin’s active political career ended before mine began 
so I would not have known him terribly well but I recall in May 2019 in the convention centre 
in City West him walking around with unalloyed pride as Emer was elected to Fingal County 
Council on her first attempt.  A number of weeks ago, I met Senator Currie and Anita in the car 
park and Anita gave me a concise history of the foundation of the SDLP in her and Austin’s 
front room.  She talked about a small number of people going over the political programme and 
of how she took down the constitution on their typewriter.  It is amazing to think of the legacy 
that comes from such small and intimate gatherings and of the political movement created 
within that sitting room.  That dignified legacy of Austin’s stands as a credit to him, his family 
and his former SDLP and Fine Gael colleagues and it should serve to inspire all of us in this 
Chamber and everyone still engaged in the process of peacebuilding in Northern Ireland.

21/06/2022T00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Austin Currie, through his long political career, was an in-
fluential Irish public figure.  As a leading member of the early civil rights campaign, co-founder 
of the SDLP, Minister in the short-lived 1974 power-sharing Executive in the North and Fine 
Gael Minister of State, Austin had a long and distinguished record of public service.

He first served in the old Stormont Parliament for East Tyrone from 1964 to 1972, rep-
resenting first the Nationalist Party and later the SDLP.  Austin was among a class of young 
nationalists in the North who had benefitted from educational reform after the Second World 
War and sought job equality not alone for themselves but for everybody.  In 1964, when he was 
elected to the old Stormont, he was the youngest person ever to gain a seat in that institution.  
He was one of the organisers of the first civil rights march in August 1968, which followed the 
occupation of a house in Caledon, County Tyrone in protest at discrimination in local council 
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housing allocations.  Austin was in the Caledon house just hours before the police ousted him 
and others, such as Patsy Gildernew and Joe Campbell.  The photograph of him there became a 
recurrent and iconic image in media coverage of the civil rights movement.

He once eloquently described the effect of partition on the nationalist community in the 
North:

Partition was used to try to cut us off from the rest of the Irish nation.  Unionists did 
their best to stamp out our nationalism and, the educational system, to the extent it could...
was oriented to Britain and we were not even allowed to use names such as Séamus or Seán.  
When my brothers’ godparents went to register their birth, they were told no such names 
as Séamus or Seán existed in Northern Ireland and were asked for the English equivalent.

  Later in his career, Mr. Currie became a Fine Gael Deputy for Dublin West in 1989 and 
finished a creditable third in the 1990 presidential election.  He was the first person to be elected 
to parliaments in Belfast and Dublin, and served as a Minister in both.  He was the first ever 
Minister in an Irish Government with dedicated responsibility for children.

Austin Currie long harboured doubts about the commitment of many politicians in the South 
to the plight of nationalists in the North, many of whom demonstrated absolute indifference.  
In his 2004 autobiography, All Hell Will Break Loose, he wrote about his experience of run-
ning in that presidential election and the prejudice he faced as a northern nationalist from those 
within the political system here who harboured deeply partitionist attitudes.  He wrote: “What 
annoyed, indeed angered me most was the suggestion that because I came from the North, I was 
not a real Irishman.”

Following the deaths of Seamus Mallon and John Hume in January and August 2020 re-
spectively, Austin was the last surviving founder of the SDLP.  Whether as a representative of 
the SDLP or Fine Gael, Austin was often a spirited and determined opponent of my party and 
we of his politics, but that is the nature of politics.  Today as we reflect on his very consider-
able life and political career, we pay tribute to his service to his constituents and his country.  
On my behalf and that of Sinn Féin, I express our condolences to his wife Anita, his family, his 
children, his grandchildren, all his friends and to his political colleagues in the SDLP, Fine Gael 
and beyond.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

21/06/2022T00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: I am glad to speak for the Labour Party to pay tribute to Austin Cur-
rie.  As a politician and civil rights campaigner, he leaves a tremendous legacy and had the ex-
traordinary achievement of serving as Minister in both jurisdictions on this island.  Reviewing 
the remarkable journey of Austin Currie’s life and his strong legacy on peace and integration, 
one can only imagine what it must have been like for him at such a young age - 24 - to take 
a seat in the then unreformed Stormont Parliament, having won the 1964 by-election in East 
Tyrone.  I cannot imagine what that was like.  It was a time when there was blatant discrimina-
tion, including structural discrimination, against Catholics in Northern Ireland, particularly in 
the allocation of public housing, an issue that was to have a huge influence on his politics and 
his campaigning work.

In 1968, the well-documented sit-in at the new council estate in Caledon shone a light for 
Austin Currie and all on the island on what was happening across Northern Ireland and brought 
much-increased public attention to the discrimination faced by Catholics and the political situ-
ation there.  Speaking on the issue beforehand in Stormont, Austin Currie said those famous 
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words, that all hell would break loose.  They were prescient words because the fallout from 
that protest and that political context led to the formation of the Northern Ireland civil rights 
movement.  Following that, as we saw, unfortunately, the terrible violence of the Troubles 
erupted and Austin went on to form the SDLP along with his colleagues Seamus Mallon, Gerry 
Fitt and John and Pat Hume.  Like them, he was a man of peace who abhorred the violence of 
the Troubles and remained committed to non-violence, despite the enormous toll it took on his 
own family, with constant threats and over 30 attacks on his family home and family members, 
including on his beloved wife Anita.

These things led him to move his family, ultimately, and take refuge in this jurisdiction, 
where he served as a Teachta Dála for many years and was to serve as Minister of State with 
responsibility for children in the rainbow coalition between 1994 and 1997.  The Tánaiste has 
remarked how Niamh Breathnach, Labour Minister for Education in that coalition, paid tribute 
to his work on the rights of children.  Another colleague of mine, former Labour leader Joan 
Burton, was a constituency colleague of Austin and shared with me the anecdote that when he 
first came to run for Fine Gael in Dublin West, Vincent Browne asked him about his knowledge 
of the geography of the constituency at a time when he would not have been an expert on that, 
to put it politely.  Once elected, as Joan acknowledges, he became an expert on the highways 
and byways of Dublin West and developed a detailed mastery of constituency issues, remaining 
a Teachta Dála until 2002.  As a Fine Gael candidate in the 1990 presidential election, he was 
extraordinarily generous to our successful Labour candidate, Mary Robinson, recommending 
transfers to her unstintingly right up until polling day.  We remember him for that too.

I pay tribute on behalf of Labour to Austin’s family, to Anita and his children, Estelle, 
Caitríona, Dualta, Austin óg and Emer, our Oireachtas colleague.  I think I am the only Member 
here who has had the pleasure of serving with Emer, which I did in the Seanad until my by-
election last summer.  It was a pleasure to serve with her in the Upper House and to continue 
to work with her on the WorkEqual campaign and other campaigns in which we share a com-
mon interest.  I express my condolences and those of Labour to the extended family, Austin’s 
grandchildren, siblings, relatives and friends.  May Austin rest in peace, knowing that his efforts 
helped to bring peace and reconciliation across this island.

4 o’clock

21/06/2022U00100Deputy Catherine Murphy: On behalf of the Social Democrats, I welcome the Currie 
family and again express our sympathy on their loss.  When facing up against the weight of 
systemic oppression, it is easy to feel as if any action you take is futile and that the personal 
risk always outweighs the reward but Austin Currie provides a really good example of how a 
seemingly small action can light a spark and lead to something much bigger.  By smashing a 
window in a council house in Caledon in County Tyrone in June 1968 and occupying that house 
for just a short few hours, the 28-year-old Austin Currie changed history by giving people a 
very tangible understanding of the discrimination being experienced.  For the first time, housing 
discrimination against Catholics was being reported and broadcast on the evening news across 
Ireland and in the UK.  His protest was not the first act of civil disobedience and it was far from 
the last but it lit a spark in the beginning of the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland.  He 
built on this momentum to lead the first non-sectarian civil rights marches in Northern Ireland, 
taking direct inspiration from the American civil rights movement.  From there, he went on to 
become a co-founder of the SDLP and became well known for speaking truth to power at a time 
when that was not only unpopular, but dangerous.  His life was under constant threat throughout 
his political life in Northern Ireland, as were the lives of his family.  As we have heard from sev-
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eral others, there were 30 attacks on his home.  Shots were fired through the windows, bombs 
were left outside the front door, threats were constantly made and his wife, Annita, was brutally 
attacked.  Despite the danger and violence, Austin Currie, supported by his family, remained 
absolutely opposed to all forms of political violence and firmly committed to achieving peace 
on this island by peaceful means.  He was tireless in his commitment to peace and justice, which 
is illustrated well by the famous words he delivered at Stormont right before the housing protest 
in 1968, “All Hell will break loose and by God I will lead it’”.  It made a remarkable difference 
in a very tangible way.  I reiterate our sympathies to the Currie family.

21/06/2022U00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: On behalf of the Rural Independent Group, I too am pleased to 
be able to say a few words and to welcome Austin Currie’s wife, Annita, his children, Estelle, 
Caitríona, Dualta, Austin and Emer, and the former Taoiseach, Enda Kenny.  Austin Currie was 
one of the leading figures in the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland and, as we know, co-
founded the SDLP.  He became a poster boy for the Northern Ireland civil rights movement in 
June 1968 when he bravely squatted in a house in Caledon in his home county of Tyrone.  I have 
often visited that village and stood on the big wall that surrounds the estate, dividing it from 
Glaslough in County Monaghan where my wife worked in the early 1980s.  They had enormous 
bravery and courage.  As the late Canon Hayes said, it is better to light one candle than to curse 
the dark.  They lit that candle and that spark eventually ended up in some modicum of fairness 
for the minority of Catholics and nationalists in Northern Ireland with regard to housing and 
many other issues.  I am delighted that I got to know him when he was here as a junior Minister.  
I met him at a function or two in Tiobraid Árann.  It was fortuitous that he got elected in Dublin 
and became an Aire Stáit.  I also remember meeting him during his presidential campaign.  I 
offer the Rural Independent Group’s sympathies and, indeed, our thanks and gratitude for the 
obair stairiúil a rinne sé.  He worked very hard with the other co-founders of the SDLP, Gerry 
Fitt and John Hume.  His autobiography says a lot more but I will not go into that today.  It is 
a momentous day, although tinged with sadness for his wife and family.  These expressions of 
sympathy show the respect in which he was held in this House and by the people of the Repub-
lic of Ireland.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

21/06/2022U00300Deputy Jack Chambers: I rise today, as a fellow representative of Dublin West, to pay 
tribute to the proud and lasting legacy of Austin Currie on the island of Ireland.  I acknowledge 
all of his family who are here today.  My own fondest memory is of an afternoon he and I spent 
in the final days of a recent election, which Senator Doherty will remember, when we were can-
vassing at the same church gate.  It was very much the end of the campaign, when the scramble 
to convince those last few undecided voters takes place.  He was campaigning for his daughter, 
Emer, who is now a Senator and my constituency colleague in Dublin West.  What was clear on 
that day was his special way with people.  Many whom he met from all walks of life showed 
great respect for him, but also a lovely warmth.  He matched that with his own, chatting gently 
with churchgoers, asking after their families and engaging with sincerity and openness.  He 
was a gentleman in the truest sense of the word.  The same man chatting gently at the church 
gate backed up that warmth with the real strength of conviction that came to mark him from his 
early political career in Tyrone through to his time in Dublin West, which has cemented him as 
a key architect of peace on this island.  He was a man who, having tried everything else, felt 
so strongly about the injustice he witnessed that he had to do something.  His actions in 1968 
marked the starting point of the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland.  It was a protest over 
housing that, within months, became so much more and which has echoed down the decades 
since.  He was a man who continued to advocate for the most vulnerable in society as the first 
Minister of State with responsibility for children’s rights and whose vision was ultimately vin-
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dicated through the Good Friday Agreement, which I closely associate with the party he helped 
to found.  Many in this House have a decency that allows them to connect with those they rep-
resent.  Others are great statespeople who implement lasting positive change.  A special few are 
both.  Austin Currie was one of those special few.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

21/06/2022U00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Suaimhneas síoraí dá anam dílis.  Anois, mar chomhartha 
ómóis, seasfaimid ar feadh nóiméid.

  Members rose.

21/06/2022V00100Teachtaireacht ón Seanad - Message from Seanad

21/06/2022V00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Seanad Éireann has passed the Insurance (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill 2022 without amendment.

21/06/2022V00300Pre-European Council Meeting: Statements

21/06/2022V00400The Taoiseach: Beidh cruinniú Comhairle na hEorpa ar siúl an tseachtain seo, ar an 23 
agus 24 Meitheamh agus beidh cruinniú an euro summit ann ag an am céanna.  An t-ábhar is 
tábhachtaí ná an t-iarratas ón Úcráin chun a bheith mar bhall den Aontas Eorpach.  Tá gach aon 
dealramh ar an scéal anois go dtarlóidh sé sin ag an gcruinniú roimh dheireadh na seachtaine.  
Tá gach éinne aontaithe faoin aidhm sin, sé sin, go mbeadh treo dearfach ag an Úcráin chun a 
bheith mar bhall den Aontas Eorpach.

The European Council will meet Brussels later this week on 23 and 24 June.  That meeting 
is expected to be followed by a meeting of the Euro Summit.  An EU-Western Balkans meet-
ing will also take place on 23 June.  Before turning to these meetings, I will briefly update the 
House on the special meeting of the European Council which I attended on 30 and 31 May.  I 
also take the opportunity to update the House on my recent visit to Strasbourg and address at 
the European Parliament.  At the special meeting of the European Council on 30 and 31 May, 
we discussed the situation in Ukraine, including international justice, humanitarian, financial, 
political and economic support, and the impact on neighbouring countries. 

We also discussed energy defence and food security.  On the first day of the summit, we 
were joined by video conference by President Zelenskyy for the opening of our discussion 
on Ukraine.  We expressed our unwavering commitment to support Ukraine in exercising its 
right to self-defence against ongoing Russian aggression.  We called on Russia to immediately 
withdraw from the internationally recognised territory of Ukraine.  We also called on Russia to 
allow humanitarian access and the safe return of people forcibly removed to Russia.

We welcomed efforts to gather evidence and investigate war crimes and indicated our sup-
port for the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court in that respect.  Ireland has joined 
40 countries in referring what is happening in Ukraine to the International Criminal Court.  Our 
objective is that Russia, Belarus and all those responsible are held to account for their actions 
in accordance with international law.

We discussed the need to cut Russia’s oil and gas revenue and agreed a significant new sixth 
package of sanctions.  We reaffirmed our intention to continue to support Ukraine in addressing 
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humanitarian liquidity and reconstruction needs, including through new macro-financial assis-
tance of up to €9 billion in 2022.

We concluded that the European Union is also prepared to play a key role in the reconstruc-
tion of Ukraine along with international partners.  European Union support for reconstruction 
will be linked to the implementation of reforms which will additionally support Ukraine’s prog-
ress on its European path.  I will return to this topic further in my remarks.

Leaders also welcomed recent agreement to increase military support to Ukraine under the 
European Peace Facility.  Ireland will again contribute towards non-lethal elements bringing 
our support to a total of €44 million of the overall €2 billion in support provided under the four 
packages.  Furthermore, we welcomed the adoption of the decision to suspend import duties 
on all Ukrainian exports to the European Union for one year.  We reiterated our call for an end 
to repression in Belarus and the democratic right of the Belarusian people to new, free and fair 
elections�

The sanctions package which we agreed includes a prohibition on imports of Russian crude 
oil and certain petroleum products by sea on a phased basis.  A temporary exemption is in place 
for imports by pipeline.  The bulk of Russian oil is expected to be banned from the EU by the 
end of the year.

Other restrictive measures in the package include listings of a further 65 individuals and 
18 entities, the removal of four banks from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication, SWIFT, a prohibition on the provision of accountancy, consultancy, pub-
lic relations and cloud services, additional export controls and prohibitions on three Russian 
broadcasters.  It also targets additional Russian and Belarusian banks and Russia state-owned 
broadcasters responsible for Russian state propaganda.  The sale and transfer of European prop-
erty to residents of Russia are now prohibited.

Ireland had frozen more than €1.72 billion of Russian assets by 17 June.  We will continue 
to use our membership of the United Nations Security Council to hold Russia accountable and 
to urge Russia to end its war in Ukraine immediately.  Some €20 million in humanitarian aid 
provided by the Government is being disbursed through United Nations and non-governmental 
organisation, NGO, partners in Ukraine and its neighbouring countries.  Ireland has also pro-
vided medical assistance and supplies, including ambulances valued at more than €3 million, 
in a partnership between Departments, the HSE and other agencies working with private sector 
and civil society partners.  A total of 13 medical evacuations of patients from Ukraine to Ireland 
have been completed to date, including some whose ongoing care in Ukraine has been inter-
rupted by the crisis and some war-wounded with trauma-related injuries.  Two containerised 
water treatment plants, valued at €460,000, have been shipped by Irish Water to Ukraine, which 
will supply 6,200 people in Ukraine with clean water.

On the second day of the summit, we discussed energy, defence and food security.  With the 
war in Ukraine, we have reached the watershed moment.  Europe is now acting decisively to 
make a fundamental break with Russian fossil fuels.

When we met last month, EU leaders had an initial discussion of the Commission’s RE-
PowerEU plan and how to fast-forward the transition to renewables, including reducing energy 
usage, producing clean energy, reducing delays in permit processes for clean energy and diver-
sifying our energy supplies.  The best medium- to long-term approach to insulate consumers 
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from volatility on international wholesale energy markets is to increase investment in energy 
efficiency and renewables, enhance electricity interconnection and deepen the internal energy 
market.  We also discussed food security and were joined in our discussions by Macky Sall, 
President of Senegal and Chairperson of the African Union�  

It is clear that with his targeted destruction of agricultural production and his blockade on 
Ukrainian ports, Putin is deliberately trying to force and further aggravate a food crisis.  Im-
pacts are already being felt in parts of Africa and the Middle East, where some countries are 
particularly exposed to Russian and Ukrainian exports, and have lower food security.

EU leaders called for effective and swift international co-ordination, including through the 
United Nations, to keep global trade in food free of unjustified trade barriers and to enhance 
solidarity towards the most vulnerable countries so as to avert hunger.  We also returned to 
our discussion on security and defence in follow up to the publication of the strategic compass 
strategy.  We discussed the analysis of defence investment gaps within the EU published by 
the European Commission on 18 May which covers expenditure, industrial gaps and capability 
gaps, with all agreed on the need for more and better investments.  We reaffirmed our support 
for the global, rules-based order with the United Nations at its core.

I visited Strasbourg on 7 and 8 June.  I met with representatives of the Council of Europe 
to mark Ireland’s six-month presidency of the body and paid a visit to the European Court of 
Human Rights.  At the European Parliament, I unveiled a bust to honour the life and career of 
the late John Hume.

On Wednesday, 8 June, I had the honour to address the plenary session of the European 
Parliament, reflecting on the 50 years since Ireland voted to join what is now the EU.  In my 
remarks, I set out the impact EU membership has had on Ireland and the positive contribution 
we make to the EU as a community of shared values.  I had a welcome opportunity to thank 
President Metsola in person for the European Parliament’s support and solidarity throughout 
the Brexit process.

I will now turn to this week’s upcoming meetings.  An EU-western Balkans leaders’ meet-
ing will take place on the morning of 23 June.  EU leaders will meet with our counterparts from 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Kosovo, North Macedonia and Serbia.  The 
meeting will be an opportunity to take stock of progress on key investments under the economic 
and investment plan for the western Balkans, to discuss geostrategic issues, to explore ways to 
foster people-to-people contacts and from the EU’s perspective, to promote greater alignment 
with democratic values and the EU’s common foreign and security policy across the countries 
in the region�

The economic and investment plan launched by the European Commission in February 
aims to spur long-term recovery, accelerate a green and digital transition and foster regional 
co-operation.  It will help attract public and private investments, backed by the western Balkan 
guarantee facility, which has a potential to mobilise up to €20 billion.

I have long been an advocate for improving and accelerating the EU enlargement process, 
including for countries of the western Balkans.  I believe that more needs to be done to positive-
ly encourage the reform commitment and aspirations of those seeking to join the EU.  Greater 
use should be made of the provisions for accelerated integration within the existing methodol-
ogy.  I would like in particular to see the opening of accession negotiations with Albania and 
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North Macedonia without delay.  The French presidency has been very active in seeking to se-
cure a compromise under which Bulgaria would lift its current block on negotiations with North 
Macedonia.  While there is limited time left ahead of the meeting, it would be very welcome if 
progress could be made.

I welcome the agreement reached by political leaders in Bosnia and Herzegovina on 12 
June.  This agreement underlined the importance of the implementation of reforms that ad-
vance Bosnia and Herzegovina’s European integration in areas, including democracy, rule of 
law, fundamental rights and public administration reform.  Granting Bosnia and Herzegovina 
candidate status when the time is right would mean that all five western Balkans countries that 
have formally applied for membership would have candidate status.

Our partners in the western Balkans have been heavily impacted by Russia’s war on 
Ukraine, in particular those who have demonstrated strong solidarity with Ukraine and are 
closely aligned with the EU’s position, including with regard to sanctions.  This week we will 
have an opportunity to discuss how the EU can continue to support those countries in the face 
of the ongoing war.

The agenda for June’s European Council covers wider Europe; Ukraine; the membership 
applications of Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia; economic issues; and the Conference on the 
Future of Europe.  We may also touch on some foreign policy issues, including in respect of 
Turkey.  The Minister of State, Deputy Troy, will address the Conference on the Future of Eu-
rope in his remarks later as well as the prospects and possible agenda for a meeting of the euro 
summit this week.

EU leaders acknowledged the European aspirations and European choice of Ukraine in our 
Versailles declaration on 11 March.  Last Friday, following an assessment process, the Euro-
pean Commission recommended that Ukraine be granted candidate status.  This is an historic 
moment.  If endorsed by the European Council, as I expect it will be, it will place Ukraine on 
a firm path towards EU membership, where it belongs.  Every sovereign country has a right to 
determine its own future free from external pressure and duress.  The people of Ukraine have 
chosen a future in the EU and they deserve our full support.  I have long advocated for this out-
come and I will be arguing strongly that it be endorsed at our meeting.  It will provide a great 
boost to the people and Government of Ukraine who have stood firm in defence of our shared 
European values in the face of the most appalling Russian war.  I hope that it will give them 
heart and courage in the weeks and months ahead.  It is a message that Europe stands with them 
now, that we will continue to stand with them whatever lies ahead and that we will be with them 
as they work to rebuild their country.

The road to EU membership is complex and challenging.  It requires considerable work on 
the part of the country looking to join.  Ireland is ready to walk every step of that journey with 
Ukraine, providing whatever support and encouragement we can along the way.

I warmly welcome the recommendation that Moldova also be offered candidate status and 
that Georgia be offered a European perspective and candidate status once a number of priorities 
have been met.

As I said before, as we know from our own experience, membership of the EU is trans-
formative.  As we mark 50 years of our own membership, we hope that others will be able to 
benefit from the same peace, prosperity and opportunity.
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Leaders will also discuss the sanctions we have put in place against Russia, including look-
ing at how to close any loopholes and block off any route to circumvention.  We will also look 
to make explicit that food and agricultural products are exempt from sanctions.  In the face of 
a global food crisis, this is the right approach, as is the European Union’s close co-operation 
with the UN and others to act now to stem worsening food security and growing global hunger.

On economic issues, leaders are expected to endorse the country-specific recommendations 
for this year’s European semester and look forward to Croatia adopting the euro from the be-
ginning of 2023.  This year marks the 20th anniversary of the introduction of euro bank notes 
and coins and it is positive to see the number of countries using the euro growing to 20 from 
next year.  I expect that leaders will also meet in European summit format and hear from the 
President of the European Central Bank, ECB, Ms Christine Lagarde, and the President of the 
Eurogroup, Deputy Paschal Donohoe, on economic prospects in Europe in the period ahead.  
Leaders across the Union are very focused on the impact of rising inflation, energy prices and 
interest rates, not least on our citizens.  With many predicting that the war in Ukraine may be 
long, it is important that we come together to discuss collective strategies on how to manage 
this difficult and evolving situation.  The Minister of State, Deputy Troy, will speak to these 
issues in more detail later.

We will also have an initial discussion on the issue of wider Europe.  President Macron has 
some proposals on the concept of a European political community.  We are, without doubt, at 
an inflection point in European history and these discussions will help us frame our wider re-
gional political engagement.  As we come to the end of the French Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union at the end of June, I would like to take this opportunity to commend and 
express my appreciation to President Macron and the wider French Presidency team for their 
successful stewardship of the work of the council during this period of acute risk and difficulty 
with Russia’s brutal war in Ukraine.  The French Presidency laid the groundwork for the EU 
to act with unity of purpose and clear focus over recent months.  I also wish to take this oppor-
tunity to wish the incoming Czech Presidency, under the stewardship of Prime Minister Fiala, 
every success and to express my ongoing support for a proactive, strong and strategic European 
Council agenda as we look into the next half of the year.

I look forward to the opportunity this week of engaging collectively and bilaterally with 
my EU counterparts as well as western Balkan partners on a broad range of pressing economic, 
political and security issues.  I will report to the House on our discussions after the meeting.

21/06/2022X00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I too would like to welcome the decision to grant Ukraine 
EU candidate status.  I hope that matter is ratified as outlined by the Taoiseach.

The meeting of the European Council this week occurs against the backdrop of the British 
Government’s full frontal attack on the Irish protocol and the Good Friday Agreement.  Boris 
Johnson’s reckless decision to push ahead with legislation to override the protocol is an inten-
tional breach of European and international law.  It is an affront to an agreement that the Brit-
ish Government not only signed up to but also helped to design and it is right that the EU now 
restarts legal action in response.  Johnson’s agenda is driven by a need to appease the hardline 
Brexiteers in the European Research Group, ERG, and the Tory party so that he can cling on to 
power at any cost.  For Mr. Johnson, Ireland’s economic prosperity, peace and political stability 
is to be collateral damage in a self-serving power play.

The behaviour of the Tory Government is devoid of any integrity and the unified message 
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from this Oireachtas is clear.  The days of the British Government being allowed to bully Ire-
land and to ride roughshod over Ireland’s interests are gone and they are not coming back.  Mr. 
Johnson says that his legislation is about fixing the protocol for trade but the problem for the 
British Prime Minister is simple.  No matter how hard he tries, Mr. Johnson cannot spin a lie.  
The undeniable truth is that the protocol is working but the facts do not suit Boris Johnson’s 
threadbare narrative.  The protocol gives businesses in the North access to both the British 
market and the EU Single Market of over 500 million people.  The North’s economy is outper-
forming the English economy.  Business is growing and jobs are being created.  Cross-border 
trade has increased significantly and the all-island economy is thriving.  Now, because the Tory 
government in London cares very little for Ireland, it will happily take a wrecking ball to this 
progress.  The impact on Ireland’s economy would be colossal.  It would have devastating con-
sequences for agriculture in particular and put thousands of jobs at risk.  This cannot be allowed 
to happen.  The Irish Government, together with our European and international partners, can-
not blink in the face of this Tory belligerence.

We also see that the protocol is being used as a Trojan horse by political unionism to un-
dermine the Good Friday Agreement.  This is because unionists cannot come to terms with the 
new political reality in the North, echoed in May’s Assembly election.  Mr. Johnson allows this 
to happen because it serves his self-interests.  He allows the DUP to block the formation of an 
Executive in Belfast and uses political deadlock as an excuse to break international law in turn.  
The result is that the people of the North are left without a government as they deal with the 
most serious cost of living crisis in a generation.

Boris Johnson should be under no illusion.  Ireland, Europe and the world can see what he 
is at.  If this is his negotiating tactic, it is an extremely bad one.  The British Government now 
risks a trade war that nobody wants and which would have catastrophic outcomes for everyone 
on both islands.  Last week, I said that we need a unified Oireachtas approach in response to 
this assault on Ireland’s interests.  Mr.Johnson must hear from all of us, loudly and clearly, that 
our economic prosperity, our political stability, our peace and our Good Friday Agreement are 
not on the table.  The future of our people is not a bargaining chip he gets to play with each and 
every time his grip on power slips.

Ireland is not alone.  We are joined by our European partners against this threat.  Mr. Maroš 
Šefčovič’s confirmation that the EU will not renegotiate the protocol is very welcome and gives 
us confidence for what lies ahead.  Ireland will not be the collateral damage in the Tory Brexit 
nightmare.  Together with those throughout the world who care deeply about Ireland, we will 
face Boris Johnson down.  The Taoiseach must use this meeting on the European Council to 
marshal that diplomatic focus towards this crucial goal.

21/06/2022X00300Deputy John Brady: The role of the EU in addressing Boris Johnson’s government’s 
shameful and opportunistic exploitation of the issues surrounding the protocol remains critical.  
The British Government, along with its allies in the DUP, is using the protocol to undermine the 
Good Friday Agreement.  The British Government cannot and must not be allowed to play free 
and easy with an international agreement which has brought about peace on this island.

I welcome the criticism by the Council of Europe of the Tory government’s plans to intro-
duce legislation to protect members of the British army guilty of crimes against the Irish people 
by offering them immunity from prosecution.  This is another attempt by the British to deny the 
families of victims here in Ireland truth and justice.
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I join my party leader Deputy McDonald in reiterating Sinn Féin’s support for Ukraine’s 
application to join the EU.  Ireland must continue to play its role as a militarily neutral, non-
aligned State within the EU.  I also reiterate my support for sanctions against Russia and the 
efforts being made to offer aid to the Ukrainian people.  As an act of solidarity, like many other 
EU countries have done, we must open the Irish Embassy in Kyiv as a matter of urgency.

Yesterday was World Refugee Day.  We can be proud of Ireland’s record in offering a haven 
to those who have been forced to flee the conflict in Ukraine.  However, there is still no clar-
ity on the pledge by the Government to accept 500 vulnerable Ukrainian refugees who are in 
Moldova.  I ask the Taoiseach to address that issue and provide some clarity on the commitment 
the Government made in March.  One of the consequences of the Russian invasion is the food 
shortage, which has impacted in Africa and parts of the Middle East.  In many areas that have 
already been ravaged by climate change and regional conflict, shortages of wheat and grain are 
set to lead to humanitarian catastrophe.  This will lead to mass migration as millions will seek 
to flee famine and war.  The EU must act to prevent this human tragedy from unfolding further.

The response of the EU to the war in Ukraine has largely been laudable and it foregrounds 
the importance of territorial integrity, the need for states to operate within the parameters of the 
international rules-based system, and the need for international law to be universally applied.  
Unfortunately, the recent gas deal between the EU and Israel falls short of the moral and legal 
obligations of the EU and Ireland towards the Palestinian people.  This deal runs contrary to 
long-standing EU and Irish policy, which requires that “all agreements between the State of 
Israel and the EU must unequivocally and explicitly indicate their inapplicability to the ter-
ritories occupied by Israel in 1967”.  This deal contravenes UN policy as set out in the UN 
Security Council Resolution 2334.  States have a moral and legal obligation “to distinguish, in 
their relevant dealings, between the territory of the State of Israel and the territories occupied 
since 1967”.

The Government was recently briefed by the UN special rapporteur on the situation with hu-
man rights in the Palestine occupied territories since 1967.  Professor Michael Lynk has stated 
that Palestinians in the occupied territories are living under a “system of apartheid”.  Neither 
Ireland nor the EU can bypass their own values, the UN and international law for the sake of 
what is a dodgy deal.  Israel has been exploiting occupied Palestinian territories for decades 
now.  This includes the mineral wealth on Palestinian land and in its waters.  The colonial 
settlement expansion programme in the occupied territories is a grave breach of international 
law.  Last year we took a unanimous decision in Dáil Éireann that Israel has illegally annexed 
Palestinian land.  We cannot now about-turn and support a deal that not only undermines the 
decisions of this Dáil, but also directly contravenes international law, even if a Minister believes 
it convenient to do so.  International law is not a pick and mix.  It must be applied equally and 
in all instances.  All lawbreakers must be held to account and not rewarded.  

21/06/2022Y00200Deputy Ivana Bacik: The barbaric imperial war of conquest against Ukraine by Putin’s 
Russia is a challenge to which the EU is responding.  The Taoiseach has given us a comprehen-
sive update on the recent meeting of the European Council on 30 and 31 May.  The Taoiseach 
has also spoken to us about the meeting of the European Council in Brussels later this week.  I 
believe, and we in the Labour Party believe, that we need to see more and stronger actions be-
ing taken against Russia by the EU at this point.  It is clear that we must continue to work hard 
to achieve a stronger set of sanctions against Russia.  We have seen quite a number of different 
sanction packages but these have clearly not been enough to see an end to this brutal war.  We 
must see stronger support for Ukraine both politically and financially.  I very much welcome the 
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Taoiseach’s comments that Ukraine is now on a firm path to EU membership and that Ireland 
is supporting that path�

We must also see stronger supports for those countries surrounding Ukraine, which are cur-
rently carrying the burden of the crisis caused by the Russian invasion, which is the crisis of 
refugees fleeing war and the brutality of the Russian invasion.  We need to see more done at a 
political and diplomatic level.  In this House and in protests outside the Russian Embassy I have 
consistently called for the expulsion of the Russian ambassador to Ireland.  Let us see why we 
continue to have diplomatic relations with a country like Russia at all, a country that shows no 
remorse for its actions.  It has engaged in a series of gruesome human rights abuses and a war 
of blatant territorial conquest.

There are many unanswered questions about the size of the Russian diplomatic presence 
here in Ireland and its real purpose.  Last week, the Netherlands uncovered a Russian spy try-
ing to infiltrate the International Criminal Court, which is rightly investigating war crimes in 
Ukraine by Russia.  The undercover back story, which we have seen in the newspapers here, of 
the GRU agent known as Victor Ferreira, involved four years of undergraduate study at Trinity 
College Dublin.  If Ireland is being used as a training ground for Russian GRU agents then we 
need fuller disclosure.  We need to know more about what the Government here knows about 
Russian activities in Ireland�

We also need to see more action taken against Russian assets.  Russian assets frozen in 
the International Financial Services Centre, IFSC, should be committed to rebuilding Ukraine 
after its wanton destruction by the Russian army.  My colleague, Deputy Howlin, has brought 
forward legislation in this House, the Proceeds of Crime (Gross Human Rights Abuses) Bill 
2020, or the Magnitsky Bill, which passed Second Stage last December and which today is on 
Committee Stage.  This legislation would empower our Government to take stronger action 
against Russian oligarchs and against those Russians guilty of war crimes.  Mr. Bill Browder, 
the inspiration for this legislation, asked this morning in the Irish media, where was the speed 
and urgency for the progress into law of the Magnitsky Bill.  I urge the Minister to fast-track its 
passage into law.  We, as members of the UN Security Council, should be showing leadership in 
the international community in ensuring that the assets of those responsible for this brutal war 
may be seized in any jurisdiction in which they are held, including in Ireland.

I very much welcome that the Government is supporting so strongly the candidate status 
for EU membership for Ukraine, but that will not be enough.  We need to see stronger pledges 
of humanitarian and financial support for the people of Ukraine.  I was glad to bring into this 
House members of the Ukrainian community in recent weeks, and in the past ten days to meet 
the Ukrainian ambassador to Ireland to hear directly from those most severely affected as to 
what is needed.  Last week a survey of the Ukrainian community in Ireland was published as 
to the supports needed here around housing, childcare and after-school care�  That is here in 
Ireland but we also need to see greater emphasis at EU level on the tariffs on Russian oil and 
gas to limit the financial benefit to Russia from rising prices of fuel internationally.  I welcome 
what the EU has already done on Russian fossil fuels, but we also need to see stronger action 
taken and more urgently.  This would also raise revenue for the EU to use in support of Ukraine.

Of course, we know that the Russian action in this brutal war has been a major factor in the 
rise in inflation rates.  These are causing major stress, trauma and pain to households in Ireland 
and across the EU, as we see stark rises in the cost of living and stark rises in fuel prices and 
food prices.  Again, we see Russia using and weaponising grain and food produced in Ukraine 
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in an attempt to destabilise European countries and countries worldwide.  We are all very con-
scious of the impact this is having particularly across the developing world.

What can we do?  Since last November we have called on the Government to secure key 
derogations on VAT rules on heating to try to ameliorate the really terrible impact that rising 
fuel prices are having here in Ireland.  We also need to see, and we need to ensure, that stronger 
action is taken at EU level to secure an embargo on Russian oil and gas.  That is crucial in order 
to see an end to this brutal war.

21/06/2022Y00300Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: The response to the war in Ukraine dominates the agenda of 
this European Council, and rightly so.  We would fully expect that.  I have just emerged from 
a Dóchas briefing in the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence, where it 
was spelled out in real and very stark terms how the impact of the conflict in Ukraine extends 
far beyond just European borders.  The UN Secretary General António Guterres has said that 
the war goes far beyond Ukraine and “a sword of Damocles hangs over the global economy - 
especially in the developing world”.

It is that crisis unfolding across the developing world, across Africa, and the Horn of Africa 
in particular, that I want to address.  We are aware that Ukraine, Belarus and Russia play a criti-
cal role in global food markets.  They are major producers of wheat, grain, barley, sunflower 
seeds and oil, potash and fertiliser.  Together, those three countries produce 12% of the world’s 
traded food calories, which is almost one eighth.  It is an amazing figure.  In March 2020, Russia 
announced a temporary ban on exports of grains and fertilisers, which has led to supply scarcity 
and further market destabilisation.  In addition, Russia has attacked Ukraine’s transport infra-
structure and instituted a de facto blockade in the Black Sea ports from which 90% of Ukraine’s 
agricultural products are normally exported.  Damage to Ukraine’s crops, food warehouses and 
agricultural machinery caused by Russian forces is going to affect grain production for months 
to come.  Even though Ukraine harvested a record 84 million clean weight tonnes of grain 
in 2021, more than 20 million tonnes of that have been trapped in silos since Russia invaded 
Ukraine and subsequently blocked its ports.  That has knock-on implications.  In countries like 
Kenya, the price of flour has trebled.  Worldwide, 95 million people could fall into poverty as 
a result of the conflict according to the World Bank and 47 million could fall into acute hunger.

If we look at this through the prism of our sustainable development goals, there is massive 
retrenchment in our progress.  Goals 1 and 2, for example, are no poverty and zero hunger.  We 
have travelled so far back in such a short space of time.  This will also affect goal 5, gender 
equality, because as is always the case in conflict and crisis, women and girls disproportionately 
bear the brunt.  The chief executive of Dóchas says 23 million people are at risk with crisis hun-
ger levels in Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya, the area referred to as the Horn of Africa.  Jane-Ann 
McKenna said Russia’s war in Ukraine has exacerbated the crisis in east Africa because it im-
ports 90% of its wheat from Ukraine and Russia.  The UN tells us that one person is likely to die 
from hunger every 48 seconds in the region.  Around 5.7 million people are acutely malnour-
ished, which has long-lasting developmental implications.  Some 350,000 children could die by 
the end of the summer.  These numbers are so big and so mind-boggling we become immune to 
them.  We do not hear them.  The situation was put to us in very real terms at the committee by 
Paul O’Brien, who humanised it.  He said that in the Horn of Africa, there are parents making 
a decision about which of their children they are going to feed today.  As a parent, I found that 
extremely difficult to hear.

We have to accept that, as the UN foreign policy chief Josep Borrell Fontelles said, this is a 
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real war crime.  Food generation is being weaponised, maybe not in Europe but further afield, 
just as energy is being weaponised here in Europe.  We have to take account of the fact that 
this is also a multiplying factor of climate change.  At least, climate change and this conflict are 
working together to produce a crisis of unprecedented proportions across the developing world.  
We have to acknowledge that rich industrialised countries like ourselves have contributed about 
95% of historical emissions, whereas Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, where this crisis is unfold-
ing, produce less than one tenth of 1% of the global total.  I will read out a long quote from 
NPR’s Africa correspondent Eyder Peralta.  It is important because it is first-hand testimony 
from where the crisis is at its worst.  He stated:

If you look at satellite data, this is the worst drought in 40 years.  But if you look at the 
120 years of records kept by Ethiopia, this is the worst drought ever recorded.  Some places 
have already gone years without rain, and the U.N. is predicting that the next rainy season 
will also fail.  And so they’re warning that if the world doesn’t do more, we could be looking 
at a situation like the one in Somalia in 2011, when 260,000 people, most of them children, 
died of hunger���

It’s all about climate change.  Ten years ago, this was an area full of cows and green 
pasture.  People here are nomadic herders.  And now this place looks like a desert.  It’s sand 
and rocks.  And in some places, the acacia trees, which are these thorny trees, have dropped 
all of their leaves.  The people we’ve talked to say that over the past seven years or so, they 
have slowly lost their livestock.  Some people who had hundreds of goats and cows say 
they’ve all died.  And as we’ve been driving, we’ve seen very few cows.  The ones that we 
have seen look skinny and sick.  And sometimes in the middle of these dusty fields, we’ve 
seen the carcasses of cows and sheep who just couldn’t get enough to eat.

We’ve been to small villages that are now totally abandoned.  People have been living 
without water for years, and now that their livestock are dead, they’ve been left with no 
choice but to go to the bigger towns to find a job or some help.  And the context is really 
important here.  Remember that livestock is the wealth and life in this region.  Many people 
don’t farm, so the cows and goats and camels are the food.  So the animals represent not just 
their savings, but everything that was carefully built by their ancestors.  So when someone 
here tells you that they’ve lost all their animals, what they’re telling you is that they have 
lost their home, their wealth and their livelihood, that they have lost everything.

  What should we do about this, as a small actor on an international stage?  What should we 
be thinking about as we go out to the Council of Europe?  Dóchas has told us we should be able 
to lead at international level, call for radical mobilisation of aid and use our voice at the table 
to demand action.  That is not just the table in Europe but also the UN Security Council.  We 
need to act now.  The crisis is unfolding before our eyes.  As we hold the pen on the conflict 
and hunger file at the UN Security Council, we should leverage that.  We should draw attention 
to it.  We should be making sure our response to the Ukraine crisis does not subsume all else 
and all our other ODA budgets.  Irish Aid has a proud track record but it is one built on consis-
tency and long-term delivery.  We need to continue that consistency to build capacity within 
our partner countries so they become more resilient to shocks of this kind which, unfortunately, 
will become more common in the future.  We should be looking to promote the principle of loss 
and damage internationally ahead of COP27, which will take place on the continent of Africa.  
We should be giving clear commitments and clear parameters on climate finance, because a 
just transition cannot be something we just talk about in Ireland for Irish citizens.  It has to go 
beyond our shores and must encompass everybody.
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Regarding the World Food Programme and food supply chains, Germany and other coun-
tries are working on enabling grain export via land routes, or so-called solidarity lanes.  This 
needs to be discussed at the Council meeting.  It would release at least some of the crops that are 
sitting in silos in Ukraine, blockaded from its ports.  At home, we can vindicate the programme 
for Government commitment to commit 0.7% of our gross national income to ODA by 2030.

I may have strayed far beyond the shores of Europe but we are all connected.  Crisis and 
instability in one part of the world affects everywhere else.  We have seen this over and again.  
The crisis of refugees in the Mediterranean is one clear example.  This is something I would 
like the Minister of State to bring to Europe, to make sure the eyes of Europe are not solely on 
itself but also on people within the developing world who are bearing the brunt of this crisis.

21/06/2022Z00200Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: Three weeks ago, a delegation of fishermen from all 
around the coast of Ireland went to Brussels and met with the director-general of the European 
Commission that deals with fisheries, Charlina Vitcheva.  That delegation included representa-
tives from six national fishing organisations and two co-ops, one based in Greencastle in north 
Donegal and the Galway and Aran co-op.  We had representatives from right around the coast.  
It was a powerful delegation and they made the case for our fair share of the fish in Irish waters.  
At that meeting, we also engaged with the director-general around what supports could be given 
to the industry to help it deal with the fuel crisis that is going on right now.  The fishermen we 
speak to all around the coast are struggling to go out to water with the increase in fuel costs 
and the impact that is having on them.  They are struggling to make a living as it is because we 
do not get a fair share of the fish in our waters and now they are struggling with the impact of 
Brexit due to the loss of even more fish and quota.  That is the context in which those fishermen 
come into this crisis.

5 o’clock  

I am sorry to say to the Minister of State that even though in the likes of France and Spain 
there have been significant interventions to support the fishing industries there and considerable 
supports have been given to them, nothing additional has been given to our fishing community 
in Ireland.  There is the Brexit adjustment reserve, BAR, fund, which comprises money given 
to Ireland to compensate for the further decommissioning of our fleet.  We can park that money 
aside because it comes from the European Union to compensate our fishing communities for the 
loss of €43 million every year, or €250 million and even more when we add on the knock-on 
impacts.  The real issue is there has been no central Exchequer funding to support our fishing 
communities, who are on their knees all along the coast, while the French Government and 
the Spanish Government, and no doubt other governments if we check this further, have given 
significant supports.

  The director-general of the European Commission who deals with fisheries, Charlina 
Vitcheva, has reported that the Commission is waiting on Ireland’s proposals.  Nothing has 
come from Ireland to support our fishing communities.  When the Taoiseach attends the Council 
meeting, will he put forward proposals to help our fishing communities cope with this crisis?

21/06/2022AA00200Deputy Catherine Connolly: I am going to step outside the consensus as the Taoiseach 
outlined it in his nine-page contribution regarding Europe and everybody being on side.  I am 
horrified that over the nine pages, there is not a single word about bringing the war to an end 
or about the way in which we have used our voice in Europe and on the UN Security Council.  
What are we doing, as a proud, neutral country, to stop this horrific war?  I did not hear anything 



21 June 2022

907

about that in his contribution.  I heard that we have time to look at new candidate countries to 
enlarge the EU and time to talk about different matters that arise at various other meetings, but 
no sense of urgency in respect of the absolutely illegal Ukrainian war perpetrated by Russia.  
Up to 19 June, there had been 4,569 civilian deaths, of whom 304 were children, while a further 
5,699 people had been reported as injured, with the real figure, of course, reaching much higher.

Nevertheless, the Taoiseach referred in his contribution to “many predicting that the war in 
Ukraine may be long”.  What is his opinion on that?  What are we saying as a country?  Are 
we saying it is okay to have a long war, with the devastating consequences of even just the 
figures I outlined, not to mention what Deputy Ó Cathasaigh referred to in the context of the 
consequences for other countries, not least those in Africa, and for the millions of people who 
are under threat of starvation at the moment?  At what stage will we take courage in our hands, 
recognise that as a small, neutral country we have a role in promoting peace and realise that the 
consequences of this war are far greater than those relating only to Ukraine or its neighbouring 
countries?  This has the most serious consequences for the world, including the prospects of a 
third world war and a catastrophe of climate change.  The Minister of State knows that, as does 
the Taoiseach, yet over nine pages, the latter’s contribution did not even mention it.

It did not address any of the hypocrisy in regard to how we treat some countries and some 
refugees completely differently from other countries and other refugees.  I acknowledge we 
have to react and I fully support the effort to provide humanitarian aid to Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian people who are here, but one must at some stage begin to look at the hypocrisy in 
our policy, which is determined by the bigger boys in Europe and not by our voice, a voice that 
should have a moral component given our experience and our history.  We are here today pars-
ing a contribution that, conveniently, omitted any reference to what Ursula von der Leyen stated 
last week, namely, “Ukrainians are ready to die for the European perspective.”  Does that not 
encapsulate the emptiness of the language regarding what is happening?

What does it mean to say Ukrainians are willing to die for the European perspective?  What 
does “the European perspective” mean?  We give additional money, and rightly so, in order that 
the International Criminal Court can function more effectively, but is that the sole purpose of 
the money we have given?  We have gone from giving a couple of hundred thousand euro, I un-
derstand, to giving a couple of million euro.  Is that to make that instrument more effective?  If 
so, I welcome that.  Is it to deal simply with Ukraine and with Russia’s crimes against humanity 
or will we look at other countries that have already been referred to the International Criminal 
Court, such as Israel’s behaviour and what it has done to Palestine?

Where is the answer from Europe and where is this on the agenda in the context of the 
Amnesty International report that has been with the Government for months on end, which has 
described as apartheid the system operated by Israel when it comes to Gaza, Palestine and what 
is happening there?  Where is the reference to that?  How will we keep our integrity as a neutral 
country if we use our voice only with some conflicts and not with others?  Where is our voice 
on the deal being done with Israel for the importation of oil?  There is this misuse of language 
and a failure to deal with the catastrophic consequences of what we are allowing to happen, and 
all the while we talk about enlarging and expanding a European project without using our voice 
to say we should halt for a moment and should remind ourselves that the most important thing 
is to use every diplomatic sinew in our body to stop this war.

21/06/2022AA00300Deputy Brian Leddin: I am sharing time with Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan.



Dáil Éireann

908

I welcome the debate.  I might begin by addressing Deputy Connolly’s concluding point.  
She indicated we should stop what we are doing, but I am not sure whether she was suggesting 
we should stop the expansion of the European project.  I think that if she spoke to the citizens 
of Ukraine, Georgia or Moldova, whose very existence is currently threatened, she would find 
they certainly would not appreciate us calling for a stop.  In that regard, I welcome the fact those 
three countries have achieved candidate status for accession to the European Union�

There has been considerable talk about the potential for or likelihood of global food short-
ages in the coming months and years because of the war, although I will not go into that given 
my party colleague Deputy Ó Cathasaigh did so in great detail.  I support Deputy Bacik’s call 
for the fast-tracking of a Magnitsky Bill, something that has been referred to in this House a 
number of times.  If we wish to get to the core of the Russian money that is financing the war, 
we should seek to fast-track that Bill.

One item on the agenda of the European Council over the coming days will concern the 
outcome of the Conference on the Future of Europe.  In many respects, as I read through the 49 
proposals and 48 recommendations in the document, I felt it was almost as though the Green 
Party had had a strong hand in writing it, given it goes very much into the core areas of food, 
transport and energy.  In many ways, what the Conference on the Future of Europe has come 
up with aligns closely with what the Government is trying to do and, indeed, what the Green 
Party has been expressing for a long time, notwithstanding that there are gaps and blind spots 
in this country.  By reading the document, one can see where those are.  Proposal 1 refers to 
an objective to develop a climate-responsible agriculture system to safeguard the environment, 
biodiversity and ecosystems.  I wonder whether we are doing that, especially with regard to the 
Common Agricultural Policy strategic plan, which is being proposed to the European Commis-
sion very shortly.  It does not seem to me that we are aligning with this particular objective.

When I talk about agriculture, I talk about the carbon impact of agriculture.  One aspect of 
the proposals of the Conference on the Future of Europe is quite interesting�  There is a refer-
ence to animal welfare, which is something to which I have admittedly not paid much heed in 
the past.  I was on a ferry to France recently, and approximately 20 of the trucks on board were 
full of week-old calves.  While the trucks were shiny and well-maintained, one could not help 
but feel that the system whereby we have expanded dairy in this country in the past number of 
years in such a way that we have a huge number of male calves being produced cannot be seen 
as anything but mad.  We are sending these low-value animals over to Europe, often in deplor-
able conditions, and to North Africa, where their fate is even worse.

21/06/2022BB00200Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan: It is really important, at the upcoming European Council 
meeting, that we discuss with our European counterparts how we approach how missile tests 
and military tests are carried out in all European waters, not just Irish waters.  More urgent, 
however, is the issue with the French Navy and the fact that, as we speak, looking at data from 
maps, its ships are within the Irish exclusive economic zone, EEZ, at the moment.  Even though 
the French Navy has stated that it has moved its exercises out of the EEZ, all indications are 
that part of these exercises will overlap with a part of the Irish EEZ.  A number of weeks ago, 
we had discussions in the Dáil about the Russian exercises that were due to take place off the 
south-west coast of Ireland.  The exercises being carried out by the French are no different from 
what the Russians were proposing to do.  In fact, it could be argued that the intensity and scale 
of the exercises being engaged in by the French is bigger.

The Minister of State will remember that we spoke about the impact that loud noise, acous-
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tic activity and sonar activity have on marine wildlife, particularly cetaceans, during the debate 
to which I refer.  The French naval exercises, which are happening now and which will continue 
over the next few days, are occurring at one of the most well-known hotspots for whale and dol-
phin activity, namely, at the Porcupine Seabight and in and around the continental shelf.  This 
is a well-known hotspot for species like sperm whales and pilot whales.  These are deep-diving 
species that rely heavily on sonar and high-frequency clicks to hunt.  Any acoustic activity has 
a serious detrimental impact on that.  We saw where the British Navy had to concede that its 
activity off the west coast of Scotland and west coast of Ireland led to a mass stranding event 
involving whales and dolphins.  This is an issue.

In the short term, we urgently need to reach out to those in the French Embassy to ask them 
to cease this activity or at the very least move the activity further out into deeper waters where 
we do not have the same frequency and number of cetaceans.  As a country and at European 
level, we need to have discussion about these military exercises.  They are proven and known 
to have an impact on sperm whales, pilot whales and other whale and dolphin species that are 
already under severe threat from other pressures.  That point needs to be made.

It is not just wildlife that is impacted.  Obviously, the fishing sector will be affected as well.  
Livelihoods are at risk because this high-volume acoustic activity is known to also displace fish 
stocks.  That will have a detrimental effect on marine wildlife but also on people who earn their 
livelihoods from fishing.  I will very briefly raise a final point similar to that on fishing.  We 
need to go back to Europe and ask for a derogation in respect of some type of potential help and 
support for the those in the Irish fishing sector regarding the costs relating to fishing and cost of 
diesel and how these are impacting on their livelihoods.

21/06/2022BB00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Before we move on, there are some problems with the sound 
system.  The backup sound is on, however, so we can hear Deputies.

21/06/2022BB00400Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Australia’s new Prime Minister, Mr. Anthony Albanese, has 
rightly expressed genuine concern for Mr. Julian Assange.  He is on the record on several occa-
sions saying that he does not see what purpose is served by the ongoing pursuit of Mr. Assange 
and, most importantly, that enough is enough.  On Friday, in response to the British Home Sec-
retary’s decision to approve Mr. Assange’s extradition, Australia’s Foreign Minister also echoed 
Prime Minister Albanese’s words.  Earlier that day, French MP, Mr. Jean-Luc Mélenchon, spoke 
out and said that if he had become Prime Minister, Mr. Assange would have been made a natu-
ralised French citizen and requested he be sent to France.

Julian Assange’s extradition would be a major blow to press freedom, freedom of speech 
and western liberal values.  This man suffered appalling treatment for three years in Belmarsh 
prison, which the UN described as torture.  Before that, he was confined to the Ecuadorian em-
bassy because he correctly believed the US was trying to seize him.  Not only was it planning 
this, it has been alleged that it had also considered assassinating him.  Earlier this month, the 
Spanish National High Court summoned President Trump’s former Secretary of State to explain 
the alleged assassination plot�

It is time this man was set free and allowed to live in peace.  President Biden said something 
very important on World Press Freedom Day.  He sated that we must “hold to account those 
that seek to silence voices essential to transparent, trustworthy, and responsive governance.”  
Nobody has done more to promote these values than Julian Assange.  He revealed major war 
crimes in Afghanistan and Iraq.  His organisation, WikiLeaks, published more than 90,000 US 
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military documents relating to the Afghan war and almost 350,000 relating to the Iraq war.  
Those two countries are still in a state of devastation following the wars in question.  Major 
news outlets like the The Guardian and The New York Times relied heavily on his work.  In 2011, 
The Guardian was awarded newspaper of the year at the press awards because of its partnership 
with WikiLeaks, which makes its relative silence on his ongoing persecution so disappointing.  
The US has charged him with hacking Government computers and espionage because of his 
publishing activities.  He did not have computers or steal files, however.  These documents were 
leaked to WikiLeaks by Ms Chelsea Manning and other brave whistle-blowers.  Today, Chelsea 
Manning is a free woman.  It is well past the time that Julian Assange became a free man.

21/06/2022BB00500Deputy Paul Murphy: New figures from EUROSTAT will confirm what people feel, which 
is that Ireland is now officially the most expensive country in Europe.  Prices are 40% above 
the EU average.  Part of that is down to the electricity prices we are paying, which are some of 
the highest in Europe.  A unit of electricity here costs 26% more than the EU average and the 
electricity companies - every single one of them - are making a killing in terms of bumper prof-
its.  In other countries in Europe, governments have been forced, under pressure from below, to 
bring in windfall taxes on these super-profits.  We should do the same.  The 50% tax on these 
mega-profits would bring in €300 million, which could be used to rapidly roll out attic insula-
tion and retrofitting to help people cut energy usage and energy bills.

I also want to raise the issue of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, 
TRIPS, waiver.  Last week, the EU and others blocked the calls for a meaningful TRIPS waiver 
to allow poorer countries to produce Covid-19 vaccines locally without paying massive money 
to the big pharmaceutical companies.  Shamefully, the Government and the Tánaiste, Deputy 
Varadkar, have backed this very bad deal.  Seven out of every eight people in low income coun-
tries are not fully vaccinated due to artificial scarcity caused by big pharmaceutical companies 
to protect their patents and profits.  The WTO ministerial conference deal pays lip service to the 
idea of a TRIPS waiver, but fails to deliver even a suspension of the patents.  As Oxfam says, it 
is a fudge aimed at saving reputations, not saving lives.  It is shameful, and the Government’s 
support for it is a disgrace.  We should scrap the patents and speed up the global roll-out of vac-
cines to save lives and stop new variants.

I also wish to raise the scandalous and illegal treatment of refugees by the Greek Govern-
ment.  It is engaged consistently in what are illegal pushbacks of refugees who are fleeing from 
horrific situations, such as those coming from Syria.  The UN Special Rapporteur on migrants 
has described pushbacks at land and sea borders as having become “a de facto general policy”.  
In March, 30 Syrian asylum seekers, including two pregnant women and seven children, were 
confined on an islet in the Evros river for six days following an alleged pushback operation by 
the Greek authorities.  The police arrested them on the Greek shore of the river, detained them 
for a day and handed them over to hooded men who took them by boat to the islet.  Will the 
Irish Government support calls for an independent investigation and an end to these pushbacks?

Finally, I will mention the refugee camps.  These camps, so-called migration centres funded 
by European money, are nothing short of prisons.  A new report has found that one in five peo-
ple in the camps have been in de facto detention for two months.  The camps are exactly like a 
prison.  They are extremely isolated and kept away from centres where people could integrate 
and so forth.  There must be an end to the policy of fortress Europe.  We should be welcoming 
refugees�

21/06/2022CC00200Deputy Mick Barry: On 3 June, the Tánaiste, Deputy Varadkar, said:
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A decision to join a European Defence can only be made by the Irish people in a referen-
dum.  I believe Ireland should be at the table so that we can influence and shape it and find 
a place for Ireland in shared security.

On 8 June, the Taoiseach, Deputy Micheál Martin, said:

We need to reflect on military non-alignment in Ireland and our military neutrality.  We 
are not politically neutral.  We don’t need a referendum to join NATO.  That’s a policy deci-
sion of government.

What does the third party leader in this Government have to say about all that?  Does 
Deputy Eamon Ryan agree with the Tánaiste that we should be at the table so we can influence 
and shape a European defence?  Does he agree with the Taoiseach that Ireland would not need 
a referendum to join NATO?  We are continually told that we need a fact-based debate on these 
issues.  It appears to be a fact now that the leader of the Green Party is avoiding participating in 
a debate on these issues.  Has the cat got Deputy Eamon Ryan’s tongue?  Has the Deputy taken 
a vow of silence?  I think we should be told.

21/06/2022CC00300Deputy Chris Andrews: Recent comments from the EU Commission stating that the EU 
will move to importing natural gas from Israel to reduce the EU’s dependency on Russian gas 
are demoralising.  It has to be made clear at the next European Council meeting that one cannot 
replace dependency on one rogue state with dependency on another rogue state, the other rogue 
state being apartheid Israel.  The Government is opposed to using gas from Russia because Rus-
sia annexes and occupies Ukrainian territory, but it wants us to replace it with gas from Israel, 
which annexes and occupies Palestinian territory.  Where is the consistency in this?  Again, 
Israel is getting a free hit�

During her recent trip to Israel, Ursula von der Leyen stated that the EU and Israel are 
bound to be friends and allies.  Israel is a state that operates a cruel system of apartheid that is 
completely at odds with the values of the European Union.  Israel should not be welcomed as a 
friend and ally.  We must ensure that the EU stands up for freedom and justice and does not cosy 
up to apartheid states such as Israel.  Ireland must lead the way on this.  It must let its voice be 
heard.  It must lean forward and take a risk.  This gas comes from an apartheid, terror state that 
steals Palestinian land and executes journalists, women and children with impunity.  That seems 
to be okay for this Irish Government.  It will condemn, but there will be no consequences.

To follow up on the comments of my colleague, Deputy Mairéad Farrell, the British Gov-
ernment’s decision to extradite Mr. Julian Assange to America to face the rest of his life in 
prison is disgraceful.  Julian Assange is being extradited to the US not because he committed a 
crime, but because he exposed a crime.  Nobody should be imprisoned for shining a light into 
dark corners.  Julian Assange should be freed, not thrown to the wolves, which is what is hap-
pening now.

The Helms-Burton Act introduced by the United States has been causing hardship for Cu-
bans for decades.  It has had a crippling effect on how Ireland and the EU support trade and 
solidarity with Cuba.  The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Deputy Coveney, has spoken out on 
the Irish position on the US embargo of Cuba.  He said: “[Fundamentally,] Ireland believes that 
the [US] embargo [on Cuba] serves no constructive purpose and that its lifting would facilitate 
an opening of Cuba’s economy, to the benefit of its people.”  These are important words, and 
I commend the Minister on calling it out as it is.  However, we have to see continued pressure 
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from the EU and the US to bring an easing and eventual end of this brutal embargo.  I commend 
the members of the Cuba Solidarity Forum Ireland, who have been securing medical supplies 
and personally transporting them to hospitals in Cuba.  In recent weeks, I read how the chil-
dren’s transplant waiting lists in Cuba were growing longer due to the Helms-Burton Act.  The 
tactic of the US is one of the most cruel and inhumane possible.  We must see an end to the 
blocking of sales of medical supplies from Ireland and EU member states to Cuba.

21/06/2022CC00400Deputy Cathal Berry: I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to this debate in ad-
vance of the EU summit later this week.  On Friday, it will be four months since the outbreak of 
hostilities in Ukraine so it is fitting and appropriate that the agenda of the EU summit is domi-
nated by the Ukrainian crisis.  That is as it should be.

First, I welcome that it now appears Ukraine and Moldova will officially be recognised as 
EU candidate countries once that is endorsed by the remaining member states.  That is a good 
thing.  Ireland, on balance, has benefitted enormously from our interaction with the European 
Union over the last 50 years, and the same opportunity should be extended to other countries as 
well.  It has been a long-standing ambition for both Moldova and Ukraine to join the European 
Union and this is a great opportunity for them to do so.  My big concern, of course, is that even 
if they get in, we are not sure how much of Moldova and Ukraine will be left after the Russian 
army is finished with them.  We must remember that were it not for the determination of the 
Ukrainian people and the arms sent to them by the international community, most likely all of 
Ukraine would now be in Russian hands.  I welcome that development and I look forward to an 
EU-wide endorsement of their candidacies thereafter.

On that basis as well, I strongly welcome the fact that significant commitments will be made, 
according to the agenda, regarding further support for Ukraine.  It is very important that we do 
not have conflict fatigue regarding what is happening there.  Ukraine needs continued political 
support, economic support, military support and humanitarian support.  Having listened to the 
Taoiseach’s comments earlier, I welcome the fact that Ireland’s contribution to the European 
Peace Facility is being increased from €33 million to €44 million.  That is a good thing in light 
of the less than ideal circumstances in Ukraine at present.

It is also appropriately on the agenda that we focus on the indirect consequences of the 
conflict in Ukraine.  There are three crises running hand-in-hand - the cost-of-living crisis, the 
energy crisis and the food crisis superimposed on that.  It is self-evident that the only way to 
tackle a cost-of-living crisis is to tackle the cost of living.  There has been a great deal of back 
and forth in the Chamber in the last few months about the cost of fuel.  One side says the cost 
of fuel should be reduced while the other side says it is fixed at a European Union level and we 
cannot tamper with tax rates.  Surely it is just a political decision to fix the tax rates.  On that 
basis, it should be a political decision within the gift of politicians to change.  If it needs to be 
changed at a European Union level, there should be an opportunity to do so.

We should also be able to reduce the cost of tolls in order to reduce the cost of living for 
heavily indebted commuters.  We know the energy crisis is going to get worse as the northern 
hemisphere winter approaches.  Putin knows that and it is part of his strategy.  He wants to put 
the maximum squeeze coming up to the northern hemisphere winter.  This is the longest day 
of the year, so every day between now and the year end it will get darker and colder.  It is very 
important from that perspective that we emphasise the need to find different sources of fossil 
fuels outside of Russia and also that we try to accelerate the use of renewables, especially solar 
panels, to diversify our energy sources.
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In terms of the global food crisis, we know that Putin is weaponising food.  We know that 
there are some 20 million tonnes of grain in silos in Ukraine, which it is trying to export but 
it cannot.  The European Union should do everything possible to facilitate the export of those 
food supplies by road, rail, air and even by sea.  The Black Sea is currently sealed off by the 
Russians, but it is part of international waters and I see no reason an international naval force 
cannot go in there and secure a corridor from Odessa to Istanbul and allow merchant vessels 
to pick up the grain and move it back to the rest of the global community that is desperately in 
need of food in the coming months.  I know there are risks associated with that, but there is a 
greater risk from doing nothing.  There is an opportunity here given that the Black Sea is part 
of international waters, and the international community would be well within its rights to open 
up a corridor from Odessa to Istanbul, provided the Turks are agreeable to that, and get the food 
flowing to where it is needed most in poorer parts of the world.

We are all familiar with the fact that Russia threatened Lithuania in the past 24 hours be-
cause it sealed off its land border between Belarus and the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad.  
That is completely unacceptable.  Ireland and the wider European Union should stand in soli-
darity with Lithuania as well.  There is only a very small population there and Russia can still 
supply its enclave of Kaliningrad by air and by sea, unlike Ukraine.  What Russia has done is 
completely unacceptable.  In summary, I welcome the proposed agenda.  I wish the diplomatic 
negotiating team well and I look forward to hearing of the decisions taken on its return.

21/06/2022DD00200Deputy Neale Richmond: I appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this very important 
debate in an important week.  There are only two points to which I would like to refer ahead of 
the European Council.  The first is in relation to Russia’s ongoing brutal war in Ukraine and the 
very welcome news that the European Commission has recommended candidate status not just 
for Ukraine but also for Moldova and Georgia.  The Joint Committee on European Union Af-
fairs is currently in Georgia, having previously visited Moldova a number of weeks ago under 
its Chairman, Deputy Joe McHugh.  We must ask ourselves what candidate status, which the 
European Council will approve this week, entails.

We are very good at showing demonstrable signs of solidarity, understandably, with the 
Ukrainian people.  Every night, the Houses of the Oireachtas are lit up brightly in the Ukrai-
nian colours and we are flying their flag.  We have contributed to Red Cross fundraisers.  The 
European Union has responded with six packages of sanctions as well as providing financial 
and lethal aid.  Although I state my regret that Ireland is not part of the complete EU support 
for Ukraine, this is a situation where we need to be practical about who our allies are because, 
to be absolutely clear, Ukraine is fighting for all of Europe at the moment.  Unfortunately, there 
is a danger that too many people in the west are simply becoming tired of the war in Ukraine 
and they are not paying attention to the absolutely savage fighting and continuous atrocities 
that are still being committed by Russian troops in parts of Ukraine.  Kyiv may no longer be 
under siege but parts of Ukraine are going through nine rounds of hell at the moment.  We can-
not take a backward step.  Therefore, I will go back to my point about the tangible impact of 
candidate status for Ukraine.  We know Ukraine’s aspiration to join the EU is not a new step, 
and there have been roadblocks in the way in terms of the rule of law and governance issues 
but, crucially in terms of finances and also the important reconstruction of the country, what is 
being called at a European level a Marshall plan for Ukraine, is something on which we need 
to take action now rather than it being planned to happen in a couple of years’ time.  As the 
Secretary General of NATO said this week, unfortunately, this war is going to be with us for 
quite some time.  If we look at the approximately €36 billion of Russian assets that have been 
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frozen by European Union member states, including just under €1 billion in Ireland, these now 
need to be seized and ploughed back into Ukraine.  The ill-gotten bounty of Russian corruption 
and warmongering needs to be taken from the Russian leadership and the oligarchs and stooges 
who surround Putin who tried to hide their money around the world and ploughed back into 
rebuilding Ukraine’s roads, schools, livelihoods and homes that are being robbed from the in-
nocent Ukrainian people.

We talk about the six rounds of sanctions.  Let us be frank: they are simply not enough.  If 
they were enough - at this stage we are more than 100 days since the outbreak of this latest it-
eration of the conflict - the Russian regime would be close to collapsing, but it is not because it 
has so many outs.  We can see how Russian oligarchs have been able to move their money away 
from London, Paris, Dublin, Brussels and wherever else, to other outposts of the world that are 
simply not taking the same approach to Vladimir Putin and his despotic regime’s invasion of 
Ukraine that right-thinking countries in the EU, the UK, the United States, Japan, Australia, 
Norway and elsewhere are taking.  That is why it is absolutely crucial that, following the Eu-
ropean Council, the European Union starts to apply pressure as a global leader.  The European 
Union is a global leader when it comes to the economy, democracy, values and socially, but one 
could ask what we are looking for from our partners.  The countries around the world which 
have very lucrative trade deals, partnerships and so much else with the European Union rely 
on this partnership in so many areas, yet they see no problem facilitating Vladimir Putin, his 
oligarchs and his regime’s ability to get around European sanctions through their countries and 
banks.  That is something on which the EU must start to show its teeth.  We cannot simply rely 
on the United States to put in huge amounts of money if the EU, which has the power to do this, 
is not prepared to look at other countries, be it the United Arab Emirates, India and say their 
continuing ability to facilitate the Russian regime is simply not acceptable.

One issue that should be on the European Council agenda, but will probably only be referred 
to in the margin notes, as opposed to as a stand-alone issue, is the fact that once again we see 
the British Government acting deplorably when it comes to its international commitments and 
agreements, signed not very long ago with the European Union.  The trade and co-operation 
agreement that is so important to Ireland economically in terms of ensuring that our exporters 
have continuing access to the UK, but equally that so many people can continue to bring in 
goods from the UK without the burden of tariffs or quotas, is under threat due to the United 
Kingdom’s inability to meet its commitments in the protocol.  When I say “meet its commit-
ments” I am not talking about the rigorous implementation trope that is thrown back at Euro-
pean and Irish leaders by certain unionist commentators, I am talking about the ability of the 
British Government to not just meet its commitments but to do so in terms of the engagement 
with the joint implementation committee of the withdrawal agreement.  The fact that the British 
Foreign Secretary has withdrawn from the implementation committee since 24 February tells 
a sorry tale.  The European Union, through Vice President Šefčovič, has presented a compre-
hensive set of proposals to address the accepted difficulties in the operation of the protocol but 
we have not seen anything in return from the British Government.  Rather than engaging in the 
process, we have seen the British Foreign Secretary putting her own political ambition first, 
upping stumps and simply disengaging from the process.  Again, rather than coming back with 
a comprehensive plan of acceptable solutions and an ability to work through the obvious prob-
lems identified by business leaders in Northern Ireland the British Government has simply put 
the wrecking ball through an international agreement.  It is the British Government’s continuing 
recklessness that is causing instability in Northern Ireland.  The problem is not the protocol; it 
is Brexit.  We have a British Government that has decided the solution to all the problems it has 
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created with its nonsensical Brexit is to act unilaterally and to threaten to break international 
law.  It is using Northern Ireland as some sort of bargaining chip in the internal power play 
of Conservative Party politics and as a British Government distraction technique for the next 
time there is an awkward partygate scandal, or a fuss about rendition flights for refugees to 
Rwanda, appointments, potential by-election defeats, rail strikes and everything else.  It is such 
a retrograde step that, to be honest, after six years, I am sick of talking about Brexit.  We need 
to move on.  Europe and Ireland need to move on but, most important, the people of Northern 
Ireland need to be given the chance to move on and enjoy some element of stability this British 
Government is failing to deliver. 

21/06/2022EE00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: I too have questions about the Taoiseach’s nine-page speech, in 
which he did not say much about his cheerleading last week for the European Council to agree 
to turn off all the Russian gas.  Will our Government protect the hard-won freedoms and sov-
ereignty of our people and our foreparents?  Will it continue to hand away our freedoms to the 
EU and international globalists, namely, the World Economic Forum and the WHO?  That is 
the question I have for the Taoiseach, who would not even stay in the Chamber for the debate.  
How can we as a nation protect our sovereignty and independence while, at the same time, we 
act as cheerleaders in the EU?  We are not neutral any more, as far as this war is concerned, or 
anything like it.  Members of the Government should not cod themselves by thinking we are.  
It is as if they think we are a mighty power.  We are a small, independent state.  We should be 
treated like that and respected as a neutral country, as we always were.  We should not hand 
back the keys to our country to European globalists at every opportunity.  It is nothing short of 
disgraceful�

Quite honestly, I get sick and tired of listening to Deputy Richmond every time he comes to 
the Chamber.  He is a great cheerleader for Europe.

21/06/2022EE00300Deputy Neale Richmond: On a point of order-----

21/06/2022EE00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: Where will that get us?  We are supposed to be a sovereign coun-
try.  We cannot ride two horses so we should ride one properly.

21/06/2022EE00500Deputy Neale Richmond: The Deputy can make a speech without making this personal.

21/06/2022EE00600Deputy Mattie McGrath: We cannot ride two horses-----

Interruptions. 

21/06/2022EE00800Deputy Mattie McGrath: I believe I have the floor.  We have limited time and Deputy 
Richmond will not take it up.  Will the Leas-Cheann Comhairle allow us the time?

21/06/2022EE00900An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I ask that the clock be stopped.  If Deputy Richmond has a 
point to make he can make it, but not in the manner he did.  I ask him to resume his seat.  I ask 
Deputy McGrath to avoid making personal comments.

21/06/2022EE01000Deputy Mattie McGrath: I will.  I just said it is time we came in.

21/06/2022EE01100An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I ask Deputy McGrath to avoid personal comments.

21/06/2022EE01200Deputy Mattie McGrath: I understand.  Táim beagnach críochnaithe agus beidh beirt 
Teachta eile ann.  These are my feelings about what is going on.  It is a total sell-out and 
clean-out similar to when we were supposed to be bailed out by the European banks.  We were 
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cleaned out and robbed and we are now handing over the keys.  The Taoiseach is proud to do 
that.  He wants a big job in Europe.  The sooner he goes there the better.

21/06/2022EE01300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I commend the European Union on its overall social and 
financial support for Ukraine.  The protection it offered to millions of refugees fleeing the war 
has made headlines all over the world.  Ireland has been very supportive of the refugees.  We 
have opened our doors to them and, if anything can be done in this country, we always wear 
our heart on our sleeve and we help everyone we can help.  However, how will Europe look 
on the Government for not protecting the people or their economy?  Will it ask questions about 
why Ireland did not avail of Europe’s toolbox and ignored its recommendations on reducing 
VAT below 5%?  Ireland is 100% reliant on oil and gas with no alternatives.  The Government 
has single-handedly put Ireland at risk and has ignored concessions and recommendations from 
Europe.  They are the facts.

Our first job in this country is to help and protect the people we asked to elect us to come 
to the House to protect each individual county.  That is what we are here to do.  We are the best 
in the world at helping everyone else but our Government has now shown it is the worst in the 
world for protecting our own.  Those are the facts and it is sad to see. 

21/06/2022EE01400Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: While his intentions might be well-founded, we are a very 
small island nation and I question the sanity of the Taoiseach banging the table asking for the 
supply of fuel and gas from Russia to be cut off and saying we will be fine without it.  It is not 
serving the best needs of the people of Ireland who are suffering at present from the high cost of 
fuel.  If we have to suffer from the absence of fuel in future, maybe from September or October 
onwards, that will be devastating for people.  It is worrying for their safety and incomes.  The 
Taoiseach did not fully think out the implications of what he was wishing for.

21/06/2022EE01500Deputy Michael McNamara: He is looking for a job.

21/06/2022EE01600Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: Recently, a human rights activist from South Africa spoke 
about the two-tier system for people seeking international protection.  He said:

Even when a country is at war, you don’t suspend any of your prohibitions on equality.  
[He added] Nigerian children wait weeks and months for documentation so they can attend 
school, whereas Ukrainian children get documentation promptly from [the] same institu-
tions�

In the short term, there are tens of millions of people who need protection.  Will the Taoise-
ach raise these concerns and statistics at the European Council summit?  Will he and other EU 
leaders continue to turn a blind eye to what is happening on the ground in places such as South 
Africa?  It is unfair to treat little children differently.  We should treat them the same.  I do not 
want to see a two-tier system for how we assist people who are seeking our help.  

21/06/2022EE01700Deputy Michael McNamara: If Deputy Healy-Rae wants to conclude, I am happy to give 
him a minute of my time.

21/06/2022EE01800Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: No�

21/06/2022EE01900Deputy Michael McNamara: I listened to today’s debate and I thank the Minister of State 
for attending.  Will he attend the European Council meeting?

21/06/2022EE02000Deputy Robert Troy: No�
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21/06/2022EE02100Deputy Michael McNamara: I thank him for the confirmation.  I do not mean to be smart-
alecky but there is increasingly a bit of a disconnect.  The Taoiseach is making statements that 
are very much in tune with what Dr. Ursula von der Leyen is saying but I wonder how in tune 
she is with the masses of Europe.  She comes from a particular background, as we all do, but 
the old aristocratic elite of Europe is reasserting itself.  We see the expansionist tendencies of 
that aristocratic elite also reasserting themselves.

I will preface my comments by saying, because otherwise they will be intentionally or 
otherwise misinterpreted, I have the utmost sympathy for Ukraine as a state and the Ukrai-
nian people.  I have nothing but condemnation for the Russian aggression that is taking place.  
Nevertheless, it is taking place in response to a fear of EU and western expansionism and, in 
particular, a fear of western military expansionism around NATO.  Although the Taoiseach has 
stopped short of making pronouncements on that, he has called for the EU to agree to Ukraine 
becoming an accession country as quickly as possible.  Again, that plays to a particular elite in 
Europe and its expansionist ambitions, which have some part to play in the cause of this war.  
That is no different than Russia’s expansionist ambitions but at least it is not pretending.  It 
states it is not ashamed of what it has done.  Russia may have much to be ashamed about, but 
it says it is not.  At least, the fact it says it is not ashamed means there has been some minor 
degree of critical analysis on its part.  I do not see any critical analysis from the European elite 
as it continues to advocate for EU expansion.

If we look at reports regarding countries that have not acceded to the EU, there are countries 
that have been accession countries for a long time, for example, Turkey.  There is not a whole 
lot of movement on that.  Serbia has accession status, as do Macedonia and Albania, but Bosnia 
and Herzegovina was refused that status a couple of years ago.  I had a very quick look at the 
reasons before coming to the Chamber.  One of them is the fight against corruption and organ-
ised crime in that country is hampered by a lack of harmonisation of legislation across the coun-
try.  That is a key concern for the European Union.  We should compare that to its treatment of 
Ukraine.  According to Transparency International’s 2021 corruption perceptions index, which 
is a scale of the least to most corrupt nations, Ukraine ranked 122nd out of 180, making it the 
second most corrupt country in Europe, with Russia being the most corrupt.  Moldova, which 
has something in common with Ukraine in the form of the threat on its eastern border around 
the Transnistria area, was ranked 105th, making it one of the most corrupt countries on the face 
of the planet.  Yet we want them to be made accession countries as fast as possible.  It is as if we 
learned no lessons from the difficulties with the accession of Romania and Bulgaria in particu-
lar, where combating corruption and organised crime became more difficult after their acces-
sion.  Once they were granted accession status with Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary and 
so on, the political impetus became unstoppable.  Nothing was done to counter the corruption 
beforehand and it became very difficult to counter afterwards, yet we have not learned from that 
because we want to serve the expansionist ambition of a European elite.  Our Taoiseach is very 
much on that elite’s coat-tails.  Sometimes, I listen to the man and wonder whether he has been 
promised a job.  What is the story?  He is saying everything and anything that comes from the 
technocratic and aristocratic elite in Brussels without any regard for its impact on his own State.

Like Deputy Michael Healy-Rae, I have no problem with the fact that Ukrainian children 
are getting services in Ireland quickly.  However, I have a problem with the differentiation be-
tween peoples.  We need to learn.  We have a problem with the oligarchs in Russia, and rightly 
so, but what about the oligarchs in Ukraine?  According to The Washington Post, which is a 
fairly reputable newspaper, “Ukraine’s oligarchs are united against Russia”.  It then explains 
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why: “Ukrainian oligarchs engage in politics with one primary goal: defending their wealth and 
property.”  Are we going to bring them into the EU?  Our Taoiseach wants us to.  I do not.

21/06/2022FF00200Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Robert Troy): I thank the Deputies for their contributions.  The agenda for this week’s meet-
ing of the European Council is being discussed by EU affairs ministers at the General Affairs 
Council meeting today, at which the Minister of State, Deputy Byrne, is representing Ireland.  
Hence, the reason I am in the Chamber.

The June European Council will return to economic issues.  As the House will be acutely 
aware, the international economic outlook is serious.  The uneven receding of the pandemic 
around the world has seen the emergence of inflationary pressures, a situation that has been 
exacerbated by the indefensible Russian invasion of Ukraine.  The economic impacts are sig-
nificant, including a sharp rise in energy and commodity prices.  The most recent figures pub-
lished on Friday show that euro area annual inflation was 8.1% in May and 8.8% across the EU.  
The European Central Bank has indicated that interest rates will begin to rise in a graduated 
way from July.  While we do not know how matters will unfold in the global economy over the 
period ahead, clear risks are already apparent within the eurozone and across other developed 
economies.

This week’s meeting will generally endorse the country-specific recommendations for this 
year’s European semester process.  The European semester is the annual cycle of economic and 
fiscal policy co-ordination among EU member states.  It brings together the different strands of 
the EU’s economic governance framework, whereby member states co-ordinate their economic 
policies to support growth and jobs.

In May, the European Commission published its analysis of relevant issues in each member 
state.  This analysis provides the analytical underpinning for country-specific recommendations.  
The Commission’s assessment is a broadly positive one, reflecting Ireland’s strong economic 
performance prior to, and in the recovery phase from, Covid-19.  The report noted that Ireland 
was the only EU country to avoid recession during the pandemic and that our labour market had 
emerged from the pandemic fairly unscathed.  However, it also noted that challenges remained.

We are broadly happy with the four country-specific recommendations being agreed for 
Ireland this year.  They are consistent with national policy orientations that have been firmly 
established already.  The specific recommendations for Ireland cover, in broad terms, fiscal 
policy and investment; implementation of our national recovery and resilience plan; the circular 
economy; and reducing reliance on fossil fuels and accelerating the deployment of renewable 
energy.  These were discussed by ministers at the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Con-
sumer Affairs Council on 16 June, insofar as employment and social policies were concerned, 
and at the Economic and Financial Affairs Council on 17 June, insofar as macroeconomic and 
structural policies were concerned.  Approval is expected at General Affairs Council meeting 
today of the integrated country-specific recommendations for transmission to this week’s Euro-
pean Council.  More generally, the House will recall that the Government welcomed the spring 
package when it was produced by the Commission on 23 May.

It is good to see the return of country reports and country-specific recommendations this 
year.  These are key aspects of the European semester process and help to drive progress on 
structural reforms.  Let me take this opportunity to thank the European Commission for its 
useful analysis in the country report for Ireland.  It is undoubtedly an important input into our 
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national dialogue, including yesterday’s national economic dialogue in Dublin Castle.  I par-
ticularly welcome the focus on energy policy and realising the potential of our vast renewable 
resources, which is in line with our national policy objectives.

I expect that this week’s European Council will welcome the fulfilment by Croatia of all 
of the convergence criteria as set out in the treaty and endorse the Commission’s proposal that 
Croatia adopt the euro on 1 January 2023, as recommended by finance ministers last week.  As 
the House is aware, Ireland marks 20 years of using the euro this year.  Croatia’s adoption of it 
will be a further significant milestone in the history and evolution of the single currency area.  
Croatia will be the 20th EU member state to adopt the euro as its currency.  It follows Lithuania, 
which joined the euro as its 19th member state in 2015.  It is only within the last three decades 
that Croatia was embroiled in a terrible war.  The fact that it is now set to join the single cur-
rency is positive for both the people of Croatia and the entire EU.  It has our best wishes as it 
advances its preparations for the changeover from the kuna in the months ahead.

EU leaders will meet in euro summit format on Friday, 24 June.  This will provide them with 
an opportunity to hear directly from the president of the European Central Bank, Ms Christine 
Lagarde, and the president of the Eurogroup, the Minister for Finance, Deputy Donohoe, on 
the latest assessment of the economic outlook.  Last week, the Eurogroup issued a statement 
on the future of the banking union, with an agreed focus in the near term on strengthening the 
common framework for bank crisis management and national deposit guarantee schemes.  The 
EU framework has been significantly reinforced over the past decade and the European Com-
mission has been invited to make legislative proposals as a further step in strengthening the 
banking union.

The Conference on the Future of Europe has been an unprecedented experience of trans-
national deliberative or participative democracy, with many worthwhile recommendations 
emerging from the process.  Steered by three co-chairs representing the European Parliament, 
the Council of the European Union and the European Commission, it has been driven by an 
executive board consisting of an equal representation of the three institutions as well as observ-
ers from key stakeholders.  Citizen engagement was supported by an innovative multilingual 
digital platform, where any European could share ideas, and by national and European citizens’ 
panels.  I was pleased that one of the four Europe-wide citizens’ panels met in Dublin in Febru-
ary to finalise its input.

Inclusivity and listening to all perspectives was the core philosophy of Ireland’s domestic 
engagement in the conference.  This was led by the Minister of State, Deputy Byrne, who 
worked closely with European Movement Ireland on Ireland’s national programme.  This in-
cluded a number of sectoral and regional events and events with Irish people living in the EU.  
The Minister of State also held a series of consultations with young people, the LGBTQI com-
munity, new Irish or migrant communities, Travellers, islanders, Gaeltacht communities and 
community groups.

During the closing ceremony in Strasbourg on 9 May, President Emmanuel Macron, on be-
half of the Council Presidency, the President of the European Commission, Dr. Ursula von der 
Leyen, and the President of the European Parliament, Ms Roberta Metsola, received the final 
report, which contained 49 proposals and more than 320 specific associated measures.

6 o’clock
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The proposals reflect nine broad topics, including a stronger economy, social justice and 
jobs, education, culture, youth and sport, digital transformation, European democracy, values 
and rights, rule of law, security, climate change, environment, health EU in the world; and 
migration.  Each of the recommendations is presented in the final 336-page report, which also 
aims to provide an overview of the various activities undertaken in the context of the unique 
process that the Conference on the Future of Europe has been.  Ministers will have a further 
political exchange on the conference at today’s General Affairs Council and I expect that this 
will include ensuring high priority to showing citizens that the EU institutions are listening to 
them and will follow up on their recommendations.  EU leaders are expected to take note of the 
proposals set out in the final report of the conference at this week’s European Council meeting.  
This will include inviting effective follow-up by the three institutions, namely, the Council, the 
Commission and the Parliament, each within their own sphere of competence and in accordance 
with the treaties, and ensuring high levels of transparency for Europe’s citizens.

  We welcome the assessment carried out by the Council secretariat and the Commission, 
which showed that a large proportion of the recommendations can be implemented within the 
current treaty framework or through new or amended EU legislation.  Other specific measures 
would require treaty change to be fully implemented, including issues relating to the balance 
of competence in fields such as health and education; broadening the use of qualified majority 
voting; and treaty-based institutional matters.  It is clear that the recommendations of the con-
ference therefore include suggestions that can be implemented quite quickly, as well as some 
that are more ambitious and wide-ranging.

  As we embark on more detailed consideration of the recommendations, our guiding prin-
ciple should be the question of how we can best prepare our Union to continue to meet the needs 
of its citizens into the future.  This includes respecting important principles such as subsidiarity, 
while protecting and strengthening the commitment to our shared values.  Ireland is ready for 
this debate.  We will work to constructively shape our new future and are open to considering 
treaty change if this proves necessary.  We should first, however, do what we can within the 
existing framework.  Our focus for now will remain on the most immediately realisable actions 
that can clearly respond to the expectations of our citizens for better engagement on decisions 
directly impacting on their daily lives.  I look forward to further discussion of the outcome of 
the conference over the period ahead.  I wish to thank Members again for their active partici-
pation in this debate.  The Taoiseach will report to the House following this week’s European 
Council�

21/06/2022GG00200Proposal for a Directive on Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence: 
Motion

21/06/2022GG00300An Ceann Comhairle: I hope we will have more than the Minister for Justice and me pres-
ent to debate this motion.

21/06/2022GG00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the exercise by the State of the option or discretion under 
Protocol No. 21 on the position of the United Kingdom and Ireland in respect of the area of 
freedom, security and justice annexed to the Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the European Union, to take part in the adoption and application of the 
following proposed measure:
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Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on combat-
ting violence against women and domestic violence,

a copy of which was laid before Dáil Éireann on 7th April, 2022.

The Ceann Comhairle will listen to me speak anyway.

21/06/2022GG00500An Ceann Comhairle: I definitely will.

21/06/2022GG00600Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for facilitating this motion.  Today, 
the Government approved my request to seek the House’s approval to opt in to this Euro-
pean Commission proposal for a directive combating violence against women and domestic 
violence.  Commission President von der Leyen’s political guidelines highlighted the need to 
prevent and combat violence against women, to protect victims and to punish offenders as a 
key priority for the Commission.  The European Parliament has also repeatedly called on the 
Commission to propose legislation on violence against women, domestic violence and gender-
based cyberviolence.

Violence against women is gender-based violence directed against a woman because she is 
a woman or that affects women disproportionately.  It includes all acts of gender-based violence 
that result in or are likely to result in physical, sexual, psychological or economic harm or suf-
fering.  Domestic violence is a form of violence against women, as it disproportionately affects 
women.  It occurs in the family or domestic unit irrespective of biological or legal family ties, 
either between intimate partners or between other family members, including between parents 
and children.  Women are disproportionately represented as victims due to the underlying pat-
terns of coercion, power and control, or all of these, with such violence being a manifestation 
of historically unequal power relations between men and women.  It was fitting, then, that this 
proposal was published on 8 March this year, which was International Women’s Day.

The proposal aims to make the current EU legal instruments relevant to combating violence 
against women and domestic violence more effective by filling identified gaps in protection, 
access to justice and support for victims of these heinous crimes.  It also seeks to align EU 
law with established international standards, most obviously the Istanbul Convention, which 
is widely recognised as the most far-reaching legal instrument to prevent and combat violence 
against women and domestic violence.  While Ireland ratified the convention in 2019, the cur-
rent EU proposal aims to ensure the application of minimum standards in all EU member states, 
including those that have not yet ratified it, and those that are considering withdrawing.  Cur-
rently, no specific EU legislation comprehensively addresses violence against women and do-
mestic violence.  This directive will be the first act specifically addressing this type of violence.

All member states address violence against women and domestic violence in legislation and 
policies, albeit to different degrees.  The different approaches can create legal uncertainty about 
rights for such victims across the Union.  While the EU already supports member states in ad-
dressing this kind of violence by using funding, policy measures and relevant horizontal legal 
instruments, further targeted legislative action at EU level is necessary to make the existing 
measures more effective and to further strengthen EU instruments to combat violence against 
women and domestic violence by laying down minimum rules.  For the member states that are 
parties to the Istanbul Convention, which Ireland is, the EU measures would support the con-
vention’s implementation.  The current proposal would enable further co-ordinated measures 
across the EU and enable EU-level enforcement.  With the proposal, the Commission aims to 
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strike the balance between ensuring that the obligations it lays down are effective and leav-
ing flexibility for the member states to take into account national specificities and needs when 
implementing its rules.

In January, this House debated a motion on violence against women, where it was recognised 
by all Deputies that we need to do more.  However, shifts in long-held mindsets and changes in 
behaviours do not occur over weeks, or even months, and we need to continue to work as hard 
as possible to see real changes happen.  Tackling domestic, sexual and gender-based violence in 
all its forms is a priority for this Government.  It is also a personal priority for me and as Depu-
ties will know, I have been working for the past 18 months on the goals and desired outcomes of 
the third national strategy on domestic, sexual and gender-based violence, which I will bring to 
Government in the coming weeks.  I know the House is as committed as I am to achieving our 
goal of a society where there is zero tolerance for all forms of violence against women and the 
strategy will be the most ambitious one to date.  Realising this goal requires a range of actions 
and a collective effort.  In tandem with the strategy, we must also be part of a collective effort at 
an EU level.  I do not need to remind anyone of how often the issue of violence against women 
comes to the fore.  There have been too many tragic cases and too many times when we have we 
called for more to be done.  I have met many victims and their families, and the level of trauma 
and pain they have experienced cannot be described.

Violence against women and domestic violence are pervasive throughout the EU and are 
estimated to affect one in three women, with one in five women having suffered domestic vio-
lence.  Looking at the more specific types of violence, the Fundamental Rights Agency’s 2014 
EU-wide survey on violence against women outlines that one in ten women reported that they 
had been victims of sexual violence, and that one in 20 had been raped, which are extraordinary 
figures.  Cyberviolence is just as prevalent.  In 2020, it was estimated that one in two young 
women experienced gender-based cyberviolence.  It is well established that women in general 
more frequently experience cyberviolence based on their sex or gender, in particular sexual 
forms of cyberviolence.  Cyberviolence particularly impacts women who are active in public 
life, as Deputies in this House can probably attest to.  This can have the effect of silencing 
women, hindering their societal participation and undermining the principle of democracy as 
enshrined in the Treaty on European Union.

I am pleased to say that many of the measures proposed in this directive are already part of 
Irish law, such as: the offence of rape based on consent; the criminalisation of female genital 
mutilation; and the criminalisation of certain forms of cyberviolence.  The directive also calls 
for preventative measures, including by raising awareness and by training professionals who 
are likely to come in contact with victims.  My Department regularly runs awareness campaigns 
in this space, including the Still Here campaign, which we ran during Covid restrictions, and 
which garnered positive feedback.  The training of professionals is also a big aspect of my Sup-
porting A Victim’s Journey plan, so again, what is being proposed is not new for Ireland and 
we welcome it.

The directive is comprehensive and as such there are some measures required that may 
require a tweak to existing law and practice, and some are more targeted at civil law countries 
which will need to be fully explored.  Since the UK’s departure from the EU, Ireland is the sole 
country with the Protocol No. 21 article, in other words, where we have to opt in as such.  It is 
essential we utilise this at an early stage to ensure we can participate in the discussions and that 
the final text of the directive takes account of our unique position as much as possible and is 
shaped to accommodate our common law system as much as possible.
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There is a strong reputational aspect to be considered for opting in to this directive.  Along 
with publication of the third national strategy in the coming week, under Ireland’s presidency 
of the Council of Europe I will host a conference of Council of Europe justice ministers on the 
topic of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence this September.  Given the crossover of 
timelines between this opt-in and the new strategy, and the significant public attention on this is-
sue in recent months, promoting work on this issue domestically but not agreeing to a common 
approach at EU level may appear contradictory to our EU partners, particularly at a time when 
solidarity is more important than ever.  We should demonstrate to the EU how we are serious 
about tackling violence against women and domestic violence, and utilise our Protocol No. 21 
opt-in to participate in this measure.  I commend the motion to the House.  

21/06/2022HH00200An Ceann Comhairle: We will go to Sinn Féin.  Deputy Daly is sharing with Deputies 
Cronin and Martin Browne.

21/06/2022HH00300Deputy Pa Daly: The motion to opt in to the proposal for a directive on combating violence 
against women and domestic violence is welcome, as is the opportunity for us to discuss and 
scrutinise same.  It is our hope that the proposal complements and will reinforce the State obli-
gations under the Istanbul Convention, rather than acting as a substitute for them or duplicating 
them.

I pay tribute to Catherine Casey and the work carried out in the Adapt centre in Tralee, 
which provides a 24-hour service by telephone, involving well-being, domestic violence advo-
cacy and a complete wrap-around service.  There were 90 admissions in 2021 but only 30 to 32 
bed spaces.  County Kerry should be prioritised in any accommodation review that takes place.

Although the State has ratified the Istanbul Convention, there is a decent argument that we 
do not live up to much of it.  Domestic violence shelter provision is perhaps the most glaring 
example, though I commend the Minister’s personal passion for this type of activity and hope 
it continues into the future.  She informed the justice committee not long ago that the Depart-
ment would be examining the establishment of services directly, which will address the dearth 
of places around the country.  Direct involvement by the Department would be most welcome, 
rather than outsourcing to anybody else.

The proposal at least sets out minimum standards regarding certain offences, although 
crimes against women are not crimes as set out within the Treaty on the Functioning of the Eu-
ropean Union.  Strictly an approach of criminalisation will not work and provision of shelters 
will be key.  More broadly, access to decent employment, social protection payments, housing, 
childcare and wrap-around services, as evidenced by Catherine Casey and her team in Tralee, 
all help.  When women can access the resources, they are less dependent on abusive partners, 
so the Government’s responsibilities in those areas are crucial for vulnerable populations and 
people such as abuse victims.  Sinn Féin’s Organisation of Working Time (Domestic Violence 
Leave) Bill 2020 was crucial in this respect and prompted the Government to move its own 
legislation in the area.  The Bill enjoys broad support across parties and in the NGO sector.  
Women’s rights are workers’ rights and vice versa.  In addition to domestic violence leave, 
progress should be made on a child maintenance agency, which would speed up the payment of 
maintenance, reducing poverty and vulnerability among single parents who have experienced 
an abusive partner.  Some colleagues of mine have made proposals in this area and the Govern-
ment’s own plans seem slow to come forward.

Another area I am glad to see being addressed is the collection of data on violence against 
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women.  We just spoke on this in the justice committee.  The collection of data in relation to 
sexual offences and violence is most important.  That should be moved on and improved.  The 
deficit in that is pronounced across the EU but is especially troubling in Ireland.  

21/06/2022HH00400Deputy Réada Cronin: Today is the longest day of the year but every day must feel like 
the longest day of the year for women and their children enduring domestic violence.  Men are 
victims too and often have a great reticence about coming forward because of the stigma around 
that but the fact remains it is mainly women who are the victims of domestic violence.  There is 
the thump because he was in trouble at work, the dig because she spoke to her mam or sister or 
the slap or pull simply because he can and the children hiding behind the sofa, under the table or 
in the wardrobe wondering if it is their fault that Daddy is so cross with Mammy.  Maybe they 
could have behaved a bit better.  Their poor mother is thinking at the same time, “Well, at least 
when he’s walloping me, he’s leaving them alone”.

Teach Tearmainn is a refuge in my country of Kildare and it gives a first-class service to 
women at the receiving end of violence in the home.  However, it needs more space, investment 
and staff.  It has four apartments and they are gorgeous.  I was at their opening but four is not 
enough.  Three of the counties surrounding Kildare, namely, Laois, Offaly and Carlow, have no 
refuges.  As well as taking an overflow of women fleeing from Dublin, Teach Tearmainn is also 
taking women and their families from these counties.  Transitional housing is needed and with 
the housing situation being so bad, it affects refuges across the State.  Women and their children 
have nowhere to go and some have sadly decided to return to an abusive partner because at least 
then their children have a home.

I listened to the Minister on the way over with the help of the app, and she mentioned the 
Supporting a Victim’s Journey plan.  It needs to look at transitional housing as well because, 
with the disaster that is our housing system, there is a shortage of houses to rent.  It is inex-
plicable that a Government that says it is committed to protecting women and children has no 
dedicated capital expenditure budget line in any Department for domestic violence safe accom-
modation provision.  It is extraordinary that the Minister for housing has decided the primary 
responsibility rests with Tusla.  That does not make sense, though, to be fair to Tulsa, it has 
advised that at least 60 new family units are urgently needed.

The Department of Justice has stated that the State is meeting its obligations under the 
Istanbul Convention to provide adequate accommodation with wrap-around services, such as 
psychological care and childcare.  I hope the Minister will agree with me that there is something 
of a Disney quality to that statement and a sense that if we say it, maybe it will happen.  We 
know to our cost in housing and health that this is not the way it goes.  Women and their chil-
dren should not have to put up with this.  I acknowledge that the Minister has been positive in 
respect of this issue and has demonstrated and expressed that she wants to improve these things.  
I welcome that.

21/06/2022HH00500Deputy Martin Browne: I welcome the opportunity to discuss the proposal for a direc-
tive to combat violence against women and domestic violence.  It is important that progress is 
continually made in responding to violence against women but it is also important to ensure we 
have a range of supports for victims that are comprehensive and accessible.  The key elements 
of the proposal include: first, the criminalisation of rape, female genital mutilation and cy-
berviolence; second, safe reporting and risk-assessment procedures; third, respect for victims’ 
privacy in judicial proceedings and right to compensation; fourth, support for victims; and, last, 
better co-ordination and co-operation.  These are minimum standards and their importance can-
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not be overemphasised but minimum standards should not be exhaustive.  We should aspire to 
greater standards for prevention policy, supports and care.

We need to know if the third strategy on domestic, sexual and gender-based violence will 
include a timeframe and budget for the urgent delivery of additional family refuge places and 
wrap-around services such as psychological supports and childcare.  The ability of people to 
plead domestic violence can be made more difficult by difficulties accessing emergency hous-
ing due to the shortage in housing supply.  The Minister for housing said the primary purpose 
of homeless current expenditure is for councillors to provide accommodation for those unable 
to provide it from their own resources, not specifically to provide for victims of domestic abuse 
or violence.  Neither is there a dedicated capital expenditure budget line in any Department 
for domestic violence safe accommodation provision.  Capital funding for approved housing 
bodies, including services that provide refuge accommodation for victims of gender-based and 
domestic violence, is provided by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  
It is the current position of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage that the 
primary responsibility for the provision of refuge capacity is with Tusla.  Such an overlap in 
terms of departmental responsibility hampers our ability to meet demand and people who are 
fleeing domestic violence pay the price.  While the capital assistance scheme is available to lo-
cal authorities and approved housing bodies for refuges, the Department is one step removed 
from being proactive in this regard.  This distance between the Department and people’s needs 
is reflected in the acknowledgement by the Minister for Justice that Ireland is not meeting its 
obligation under the Istanbul Convention to provide adequate accommodation with wraparound 
supports such as psychological care and childcare.  On top of that, earlier this year, we learned 
how Cuan Saor had been operating at full capacity since the pandemic began, resulting in the 
centre being unable to meet demand.  What can we expect of the third national strategy as re-
gards refuge spaces?  Will a budget be provided so that our ability to meet the immediate needs 
of victims of gender-based and domestic violence is not dependent on fundraising at a time of 
rapidly increasing inflation?

21/06/2022JJ00200Deputy Ivana Bacik: I am glad to speak for Labour in the debate on this opt-in and I 
welcome the opportunity to do so.  As we know, it has now been just over three months since 
the Commission published the proposal for a directive on combating violence against women 
and domestic violence.  That was on International Women’s Day and, of course, it is now mid-
summer.  It is very welcome to see this proposal.  Preparations have been extensive and have 
included stakeholder consultation and a detailed impact assessment report.  The purpose of the 
initiative to prevent and combat violence against women and domestic violence is to combat 
sexual, domestic and gender-based violence, to ensure the effective prevention of such violence 
and to ensure that sexual harassment and cyberviolence with cross-border dimensions are ad-
dressed effectively.

What is most remarkable is that, as the Minister has said herself, there is no EU legislation 
that comprehensively addresses gender-based violence and domestic violence and that this di-
rective will be the first to address specifically this type of violence.  It is remarkable that is still 
the case in 2022.  I suppose it reflects the reality that, for a long time, domestic violence was 
not taken as seriously as other forms of violence within the criminal justice system not just in 
Ireland but elsewhere.  Many of us who have practised criminal law over the years will recall 
phrases like “It was just a domestic” being used to belittle or diminish the significance of the 
harm caused.  I have worked for years with Women’s Aid, the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre, Safe 
Ireland and other great organisations on the front line that are providing services for survivors 
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and victims.  When speaking with survivors and victims, it is evident that, for far too long, there 
has been a culture in which violence against women and children in the home has been essen-
tially tolerated and certainly not tackled with the urgency required.

In recent years, with the #MeToo movement and the move against sexual harassment with 
the horrific murder of Ashling Murphy and the outcry around the country earlier this year, we 
have seen an understanding and a renewed intent to ensure that this sort of violence will be 
addressed effectively.  Measures have been taken.  I am thinking of the Criminal Law (Sexual 
Offences) Act 2017 and the Domestic Violence Act 2018.  These were major reforming legisla-
tion.  We also passed legislation to criminalise female genital mutilation on foot of a Private 
Member’s Bill I brought forward.  All of these things were done in the last few years and have 
greatly improved the position of survivors.  I am proud to be the chairperson of the Joint Com-
mittee on Gender Equality.  I am grateful to the Minister for her engagement with the commit-
tee, particularly on recommendations 37 to 41 of the Citizens’ Assembly, which seek to tackle 
domestic, sexual and gender-based violence.  The assembly recommended that, among other 
things, all Government action to prevent such violence should be co-ordinated by a Cabinet 
Minister with direct responsibility for a national strategy.  It is therefore very welcome indeed 
that the Minister has taken that on and is that Cabinet Minister.

Of course, we are very anxious to see the publication of the imminent third national strategy, 
which has been promised for some months.  We had hoped it would be with our committee in 
March or April so that we would be able to review it.  We certainly hope it will be published im-
minently.  The Minister might be able to say precisely when because, clearly, it is crucial if we 
are to build on the other improvements and measures.  I acknowledge the welcome that stake-
holders have given to Supporting A Victim’s Journey and to other initiatives like the Still Here 
campaign the Minister referenced.  However, we need to see the publication of that strategy and 
the resourcing and funding of refuges.  All of us are very conscious that there are nine counties 
in Ireland where there is no refuge.  Everywhere in the country I have been in recent months, 
I have heard about the scarcity of places and resources for those seeking to flee violence in the 
home.

The other question we all have to ask in a debate like this is a more fundamental question 
about tackling a culture in which it is still the women and children who typically have to flee 
the home while the perpetrators of so-called domestic violence remain there.  I recall a justice 
committee hearing on domestic violence many years ago where a survivor disclosed the abuse 
he had suffered as a child and asked in anguish why it was that women and children were still 
forced to flee and why we could not see the perpetrator removed from the home.  That would 
require a fundamental shift in culture but it is necessary.

We met today with an Australian Labor adviser, Stephen Donnelly.  He told us about the em-
phasis Labor in the state of Victoria puts on violence in the home.  They call it family violence 
rather than domestic violence to emphasise the more human side of it and that this is violence 
of the most intimate nature perpetrated within the home and usually within the family.  The 
key message Labor had to tackle this was that, if this sort of violence was perpetrated against 
women and children by strange men, there would be an urgent, immediate and effective set of 
measures implemented to tackle it and stop it happening.  The Minister spoke about zero toler-
ance.  I entirely agree with her.  We must bring a zero-tolerance approach to bear and see this as 
the deeply harmful and deeply destructive behaviour that it is.  We must move swiftly to see the 
publication of the national strategy and measures taken to address this horrific sort of violence 
against women and children.



21 June 2022

927

21/06/2022JJ00300Deputy Holly Cairns: I strongly support opting in to the EU directive on combating vio-
lence against women and domestic violence.  It outlines key principles around support for vic-
tims and survivors, better co-ordination in State services, safe reporting and respect for victims’ 
privacy in judicial proceedings.  All of these have to form the basis of a State architecture that 
is designed to respond to the needs of women, children and men affected by domestic violence.  
However, I am regrettably sceptical that the directive will have any practical impact.  There are 
large gaps between our international commitments and our policies in this area.  For example, 
as we all know at this point, the Istanbul Convention standard is one refuge space for every 
10,000 people while Ireland provides one space for every 10,000 women, leaving us with 50% 
of the recommended capacity and very little infrastructure for male victims.  The need for 
more domestic violence refuge spaces is abundantly clear but, instead of ensuring we meet the 
international benchmark, the Minister, Deputy O’Gorman, and the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth refer to a clause in the convention that allows fewer 
refuge spaces.  The Minister will, therefore, forgive me if I am cynical about the difference this 
directive will make.

If we want to make real and sustained progress, we must be guided by the work of support 
and advocacy organisations.  Women’s Aid, Safe Ireland and many smaller organisations such 
as YANA in north Cork are at the coalface of this very complex issue.  They are the experts and 
we need to listen to them.  The Government has to provide the resources and adopt the policies 
these organisations are seeking.  They have concrete proposals that will make a significant dif-
ference to the lives of vulnerable women and children.

The West Cork Women Against Violence Project recently launched its report, Listen to me. 
Support me. Believe me. Help me: Listening to Survivors of Sexual Violence and their Sup-
porters in West Cork.  This report includes recommendations based on the lived experience 
of survivors and their supporters.  The report highlights the importance of a comprehensive, 
intersectional and accessible support service in west Cork and has lessons for all other rural 
areas that lack specialist supports.  It recommends training on trauma-informed approaches 
and survivor-focused procedures for front-line staff, management and other professionals.  This 
obviously includes An Garda Síochána, Tusla and the Judiciary, but also GPs and staff in local 
authorities and social protection offices.  All officials with whom victims and survivors have to 
interact need suitable training.  The report also calls for a relationships and sexuality education 
and awareness campaign.  Current relationships and sexuality education is completely inad-
equate and inconsistent and features antiquated opt-outs for parents and schools�  Moreover, it 
is unclear how committed the Minister for Education is to reform in this area.

In November, the Government passed but delayed the progress of a Social Democrats Bill 
guaranteeing comprehensive and evidence-based relationships and sexuality education.  At that 
time, I urged the Government to allow the Bill to go forward.  In January, I repeated my call.  
Five months later, I am calling for it again.  We need proper sex education that will contribute 
to a culture of change in how women and girls are viewed and treated.

The report recommends resourcing appropriate community-based prevention and early in-
tervention.  This is about a whole-of-government approach and providing support at the point 
of need.  State services need to be available locally and need to work with community organisa-
tions.  Through the leadership of organisations such as West Cork Women Against Violence and 
You Are Not Alone, YANA, this is happening in Cork.  However, all stakeholders need capacity 
to deliver comprehensive and interlinked structures.
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GP practices are often the place where women go for assistance.  However, these practices 
are overstretched as it is and out-of-hours cover is a problem in rural areas.  Family resource 
centres are an invaluable asset for all in the community, but especially for those fleeing domes-
tic violence.  They are hubs for a variety of services and are vital to reaching those vulnerable 
groups.  The support and funding they received from the Government in no way reflects their 
local importance.

Currently, both Bandon and Skibbereen family resource centres in my constituency are in 
search of a permanent home.  One of them has moved seven times in the last few years, which 
uproots all the services they provide to people who are really desperate and particularly women 
fleeing domestic violence.  I am working with them to find solutions but it should not be this 
way.  The Government needs to recognise their value and fund them accordingly.

The directive on combating violence against women in domestic violence is only as good 
as the policies and the resources deployed.  If the cost-of-living crisis and housing crises get 
worse, the risk of increased domestic violence rises.  Support services have outlined the solu-
tions; it is now up to Government to implement them.

21/06/2022KK00200Deputy Bríd Smith: In welcoming this proposal for a directive, I fully agree with the Min-
ister that gender-based violence directed against a woman is because she is a woman.  Such 
violence is a manifestation of historically unequal power relationships between men and wom-
en.  We should bear that in mind every time we look at this subject because there are so many 
aspects of trying to address that problem in the sort of society that has grown up over hundreds 
of years of relying on women to reproduce the next generation at no cost, to do the care in the 
home at no cost and to devalue and undermine the role that women play in society in general.  
It is a legacy issue but it is one we can address with a lot of action.

For most people, it is disappointing that despite signing the Istanbul Convention in 2015 
and ratifying it in 2019 when Deputy Flanagan was Minister, in 2022 we are still way behind in 
facilitating the spaces and supports required for women and children who are fleeing domestic 
violence�

I want to give a shout out in a proud way to two areas.  One is Carlow, where our local 
councillor, Adrienne Wallace, has been doing wonderful campaigning work.  Carlow is one of 
the nine counties that has no refuge.  According to Councillor Wallace’s figures, in the first nine 
months of 2021 it was revealed that 500 incidents of domestic violence were reported to the 
Garda in Carlow and Kilkenny.  While there is a refuge in Kilkenny, it is totally inadequate as 
we can see from those figures.  That can be repeated throughout the country.  Based on the 2015 
Istanbul Convention, we should have 472 refuge places but we only have 143.

There is an urgency in dealing with issues in the courts, such as the victim-blaming experi-
ences that women have, being asked about their sexual histories, how much they had to drink, 
etc..  Even their private counselling notes are being used in cases.  Therapy notes are not al-
lowed to be used in the context of prosecutions relating to any other crime.

There is the outstanding issue other Deputies have mentioned, namely, the need for a proper, 
non-ethos-based sex education system.  In the previous Dáil, we tabled a Bill on this matter.  I 
believe other Bills are still waiting to be dealt with.  It would be great if this initiative came from 
the Government, but we cannot afford to wait for it.

There is the important practical issue of having a safe home to live in.  One of our council-
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lors in Dublin City Council ,Hazel de Nortúin, has advised that in Ballyfermot alone, dozens 
of houses have been abandoned by women and children, particularly during the Covid crisis, 
because they had to get out.  Some 70% of those women and children are in homeless services.  
The same is true across the country.  We need to strengthen the legislation for local authorities 
to be able to intervene and decide that a family home is a family home and no abuser within that 
home should be allowed to stay but the family itself should stay.  We need to do a considerable 
amount to raise awareness on this issue.  We need supports that are localised.  Local authori-
ties should have liaison officers.  In Dublin City Council we are trying to get a liaison officer 
who actually knows the families, deals with them and ensures that they have the wraparound 
services�

I want to finish on an issue I raised with the Taoiseach some time ago.  Poland has very 
severe legislation that refuses abortion on the grounds of rape until a person goes to court and 
proves that they had actually been raped.  That is impacting on hundreds of women who fled 
the war in Ukraine, who were raped and who are now living in Poland but cannot procure abor-
tions.  A Bill will be debated before the Polish Parliament today and on Thursday.  On Thursday 
at 1 o’clock, we, the National Women’s Council of Ireland, a number of feminist groups and 
others will be protesting outside the consular section of the Polish Embassy on Eden Quay.  We 
are asking people to support that protest.  The protest is against what the Polish Government is 
doing.  The EU and justice ministers, including the Minister, Deputy McEntee, need to shout 
out about this.  It is a war crime to rape a woman.  There is no way they can prove that they were 
raped by Russian soldiers and, hence, there is no way they can procure abortions.  This points to 
hypocrisy within the EU.  This is happening under our noses as a consequence of a war crime.  
We should be shouting about it and really putting pressure on the various states to ensure that 
practice is ceased.  Women should have proper access to reproductive care, but particularly in 
the case of the war crime of rape.

I welcome that this proposed directive is trying to strengthen the Istanbul Convention, which 
indicates that there have been weaknesses in how it has been implemented across the EU.

21/06/2022KK00300Deputy Cathal Berry: I very much welcome the opportunity to contribute to this important 
debate on the proposal for an EU directive on combating violence against women and domestic 
violence.  I support it for number of reasons.  It modernises our procedures and, as the Minister 
said, standardises them to a minimum standard, at least, across the European Union.

I wish to focus on three areas.  It is good that there is an emphasis on cyberspace.  People 
need to realise that these types of crime do not just occur in the real world but can also occur in 
the virtual world.  There is an emphasis on cyberstalking, cyberharassment, the non-consensual 
sharing of intimate images and also incitement to hatred and violence in cyberspace.  It is good 
that it is codified and standardised across the European Union.

I am pleased that the directive places emphasis on safe reporting and risk-assessment pro-
cedures.  All Deputies recognise that this type of crime lends itself to under-reporting.  There 
is emphasis on improved and increased pathways so that a female victim can report this type 
of crime and can do so in a child-friendly, accessible manner, especially online.  That is a good 
way because sometimes female victims might not be able to leave the house without exposing 
themselves to further danger.

Healthcare workers are no longer bound exclusively by the right of confidentiality.  If a 
healthcare worker comes across a situation where they believe there are reasonable grounds to 



Dáil Éireann

930

believe that a female victim is likely to sustain further or physical abuse, they can report it to 
the appropriate authorities as soon as possible.

There is provision here that full compensation is payable to a female victim even during 
criminal court proceedings.  It is good that female victims can claim damages and can claim 
back their healthcare costs.  They can claim damages for physical or psychological harm or 
even for loss of income.  That is a definite step forward.

I welcome the motion, but I echo the comments of other Deputies to the effect that preven-
tion is better than cure.  These are all punishments and sanctions, and rightly so.  However, the 
emphasis should be on the education aspect which is so important and should start as early as 
possible with a change of culture and a change of behaviour.  I welcome the directive and look 
forward to its swift implementation.

21/06/2022LL00100Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I, of course, welcome any initiative that will help to combat 
violence against women.  Domestic violence should be fought at every level.  We must ensure 
we make a home a happy and safe place for everybody.

In saying that, I must talk about the services we have in County Kerry.  We are grateful for 
the resources we have but we will always be seeking more.  I am speaking of services such as 
the Kerry Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre.  I compliment Ms Vera O’Leary from that centre and 
the excellent people who have worked with her over the years and who work with her now.  I 
sincerely thank Ms Catherine Casey from the Adapt service which is much needed.  I hate the 
fact that the service is much needed.  We need more resources that will act in a complete and en-
compassing way and a wraparound service, working in conjunction with the people in housing.  
We need sheltered housing provisions to be put in place because we must ensure that people are 
safe at all times.  Of course, people should not have to leave their homes.  One’s home should 
be a safe place.

I also sincerely thank the Garda in Kerry for the purple tie day it organised on 29 April.  I 
thank Garda Fidelma O’Leary and all the gardaí in Kerry who attended that occasion, along 
with many people from other services and politicians, including Deputy Pa Daly and others.  
We were there to support them on a special and good day.  It showed people who are vulner-
able or in unsure circumstances that in our county, we are all there to support and help them.  I 
respectfully call on the Minister to ensure that at all times as much funding as possible is avail-
able.

21/06/2022LL00200Deputy Michael Collins: The proposal is a good compromise and addresses cyber-violence 
against women as never before in a binding legal instrument.  As is the case in respect of every 
legislative procedure, it could have been better but it could also have been much less ambitious.  
The advancement of technology has enabled us to connect and share important information, to 
speak up and raise awareness of human rights violations.  However, it has also provided addi-
tional fertile grounds for gender-based violence against women and girls to an alarming extent 
and with little accountability.  It has fuelled the perpetration of insidious, harmful actions by 
partners and ex-partners but also by anonymous individuals.  It has created an environment in 
which violence against women and girls seems to have been normalised by society.

Lockdowns imposed throughout the Covid-19 pandemic only amplified this long-standing 
problem, with a high number of instances of online sexual abuse.  Both men and women can 
experience instances of online violence and abuse, as was clear during the Amber Heard and 
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Johnny Depp court case.  However, women are considerably more likely to be victims of re-
peated and severe forms of harmful actions online and with the help of technology.  Every day 
we hear about women and girls who have been victims of, to name but a few, non-consensual 
images or video sharing; intimidation and threats via email or social media platforms, including 
threats of rape and death threats; online sexual harassment; stalking, including with the use of 
tracking applications and devices; impersonation; and economic harm via digital means.

21/06/2022LL00300Deputy Carol Nolan: I am grateful for the opportunity to speak briefly on this subject.  All 
too often, our laws are just not tough enough with regard to sexual violence against women or 
online threats and harassment.  All too often, we hear of cases where there is undue leniency.  
We need tougher laws.  We need to ensure we can curb this type of behaviour and prevent it.  
The only way we can prevent such behaviour is by having a tough response.  Unfortunately, the 
responses are in many cases not tough enough.  That leads to women having to suffer and that 
is not right in the Ireland of 2022�

I commend the Garda for all it does.  Our domestic violence services across the country, 
and particularly in my constituency of Laois-Offaly, do fantastic work.  The real gaps exist in 
the justice system and the lack of justice for women.  There is a need for much tougher laws.

21/06/2022LL00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: I do not welcome the opportunity to talk again.  “Welcome” 
does not seem the right word.  I do welcome the directive and the fact we are opting into it.  I 
welcome the fact that opting in will give us a voice in the final drafting of the directive.  It will 
do away with the gap that exists in respect of effective legislation.  There is a patchwork of legal 
instruments in place at present.  There are positive things in the directive and I have no difficulty 
supporting it.  I do, however, have a little difficulty as a result of my cynicism at this point.  That 
is a luxury I cannot have as a politician because one stands here to tell people that things can be 
done and things can change�

I thank the Minister for her comprehensive speech which set out much of the legislative 
background.  After the UK’s departure, it is significant that we are the sole country with an 
Article 21 protocol.  I thank the Minister for all of that.  I take exception to the portion of her 
speech in which she stated, “However, shifts in long-held mindsets and changes in behaviours 
do not occur over weeks, or even months, and we need to continue to work as hard as possible to 
see real changes happen.”  We did not ask for anything to happen overnight.  I have repeatedly 
referred to the task force from a quarter of a century ago when former Deputy Eithne FitzGerald 
was the relevant Minister of State.  The task force produced an excellent report that highlighted 
all the things that needed to be done and how they should be done.  Unfortunately, it never hap-
pened.  I recognise the Minister’s bona fides and she has confirmed that repeatedly in the Dáil.  
That report was produced in 1997, which was 20 years after the first refuge came into being in 
Ireland as a result of an enormous struggle by women on the ground.  None of the services for 
women suffering domestic violence or gender-based violence has ever been proactive.  They 
have come as a result of women, children and good men, and their suffering.

The task force that was established in 1997, which is a quarter of a century ago, was sup-
posed to change everything.  It set out that a strategy was needed.  The one recommendation 
that jumps out to me is that programmes for violent men that confront violent behaviour must 
be developed and expanded.  That was stated a quarter of a century ago.  That is one of the ma-
jor aspects with which we have not even begun to deal.  I have mentioned before in the Dáil the 
collaborative effort between the Rape Crisis Centre and the Manuela Programme in Galway to 
roll out to the schools an educational project.  I gave the Minister some details of that and I am 
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not sure what follow up there has been in that regard.

I apologise for my cynicism but it is difficult because following on from that report, many 
promises were given.  There were three items, part of a trinity, of which the audit of interde-
partmental structures was one part.  We finally got that audit and it identified how fragmented 
the services had been.  The second national strategy ran from 2016 to 2021.  The Department of 
Justice’s audit of structures found a lack of effective oversight of implementation of the second 
strategy,  a fragmented approach and a lack of action on decades of recommendations.  Over-
sight responsibility was held by an interdepartmental senior officials group which is nominally 
accountable to the Cabinet but in practice has never reported.  That was the second strategy.  I 
could outline many other criticisms.

Now we have two parts of the trinity, namely, the general audit I have mentioned and the 
audit on structures.  We are still waiting for the third national strategy.  It was due at the end 
of 2021.  That was changed at the end of March and we were told it was coming within a few 
weeks.  As each Deputy asked, we were told it was coming soon.  We are still told that is the 
case.  If the Minister can be bluntly honest with us, what is the delay in producing the strategy?  
We need to know that before we even begin to talk about the implementation of the strategy.  
What is causing the delay six months after the end of the other strategy?  We must remember 
the history involved and the serious crimes that are being perpetrated on a daily basis against 
women and children; violence that is also being watched by children.  If I am to have trust in 
the Minister, and I told her I would work with her, then words have to mean something.  When 
will the strategy be published?  What has caused the delay?

21/06/2022MM00200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I thank Deputies for their unanimous sup-
port for this motion to opt into the Commission proposal.  As I said out the outset, it is absolutely 
vital that we opt in, not just to show that we are committed to dealing with this issue but also to 
make sure, at the very outset, that we are part of the discussion and conversation regarding any 
changes that may be necessary as this protocol is developed and legislation is drafted in order 
that it will work with our domestic legislation here and with the legislative basis that exists here.

More generally, there is a lot of work happening.  To respond to Deputy Connolly, the 
strategy will be published with an implementation plan.  It is not the case that we will publish 
the strategy and then have to work it out.  What is almost complete - it is in the final stages of 
sign-off before being published in the next week or two - is a very detailed implementation plan 
with dates, actions, information on the Departments carrying out those actions, information re-
lating to funding and so on.  The plan will be very clearly set out and will take into account all 
of the things Deputy Connolly mentioned, including the audit, the restructuring that is needed 
and the drive we need in order to implement change.  What is different this time is that it is not 
a strategy without an implementation plan.  We will have all of that together.  I appreciate that 
it is taking longer than people would like but it is a whole-of-government strategy with quite a 
number of Departments involved.  I am sure everyone appreciates that when so many Depart-
ments are involved and when one engages in consultation with the public and others a number 
of times because one wants to get it right, it does, unfortunately, result in delays.  It will be 
published very soon, in a matter of weeks.  Definitely before the Dáil finishes up for the recess 
but probably in the next two weeks.

More generally, a great deal of work is under way in any event, irrespective of the strategy, 
some of which Deputies have already mentioned.  Again, I thank Deputies for their support.  
This is an other opt-in that has come at short notice.  We were not given too much time to pass 



21 June 2022

933

it through the Houses, but it is really important.  We have already opted into the Istanbul Con-
vention.  However, there are countries that have not yet ratified it or that are considering pulling 
out.  It is important, therefore, that we show leadership in this regard and are at the table and 
seen to be leading on what all Deputies here have identified as such an important issue.

Question put and agreed to�

21/06/2022MM00400Our Lady’s Hospital Navan Emergency Services: Motion [Private Members]

21/06/2022MM00500Deputy Johnny Guirke: I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the announcement on 13th June by senior members of the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) that the final stages of downgrading the 24-hour Emergency Department 
(ED) at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan (OLHN) would commence on 30th June, 2022;

— that HSE officials have acknowledged that Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in 
Drogheda will see an increase in emergency patients and a projected increase of 2,100 
ambulance transfers per year from Navan;

— that, in May 2022, the average wait time for EDs across the State was 11.2 hours, 
significantly above the Sláintecare target of four hours;

— that figures from May 2022 show that the average waiting time for admission to 
EDs at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Droghe-
da are 11.9 and 8.9 hours respectively, with 48 per cent of patients at Connolly Hospital 
and 31 per cent at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital waiting over 12 hours;

— that the last census shows that Meath is one of the fastest growing counties in 
Ireland with a population of over 195,000;

— the consistently high waiting times and ongoing overcrowding in EDs across the 
State and, only in the past two weeks, that the Mater University Hospital ED in Dublin 
was forced to advise members of the public to stay away;

— that EDs closed under the small hospitals framework, such as Ennis and Nenagh, 
were closed without the corresponding increase in capacity at University Hospital Lim-
erick, which is one of the most chronically overcrowded hospitals in the State, and that 
senior management have publicly called for an elective hospital to be built in the area; 
and

— a press statement released by the Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation (INMO) 
on the same day as the announcement by the HSE in respect of OLHN, stating that the 
body was left with no option but to consult with members in EDs across the State on 
potential industrial action due to the consistent overcrowding and lack of action by the 
Government, as there were 457 patients on hospital trollies that day;

further notes:
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— the contradictory statement from the Minister for Health on the 14th June that 
“No decision regarding the HSE’s proposal for the transition of the Emergency Depart-
ment at Our Lady’s Hospital Navan has been agreed by this Government”, despite the 
fact that the briefing event on 13th June to local Oireachtas members and media was 
arranged at the request of the Minister for Health, which is symbolic of the chaos and 
confusion at the heart of the current Government; and

— the Minister for Health’s complete failure to address the chronic under capacity 
in primary, community and acute care services in the region, which puts people’s health 
in danger; and

calls on the Minister for Health to:

— immediately clarify his position, and that of the Government, in relation to the 
future of the ED in OLHN;

— put forward proposals to protect and enhance emergency and critical services at 
OLHN and the wider Eastern Health region;

— immediately put forward plans to address overcrowding in EDs across the State, 
including investment in community and primary care, out of hours general practitioner 
care and realignment of care to reduce pressure on existing hospital EDs, including the 
emergency services at OLHN; and

— immediately engage with members of the INMO, convene the Emergency De-
partment Taskforce as requested three times by the INMO, and commit to the implemen-
tation of the Emergency Department Agreement which was agreed between the HSE and 
the INMO�

I thank the Ceann Comhairle for the opportunity to bring forward this important motion on 
behalf of the people of Meath.  I would like to thank my colleagues for their support, particu-
larly Deputy Cullinane, our party spokesperson on health, and Deputy McDonald, our party 
leader.  This motion calls on the Minister for Health and the Government to state clearly their 
position on the future of the emergency department at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan.  It also calls 
on the Minister to put forward proposals to protect and enhance emergency and critical care 
services at Navan hospital�

Last week, the HSE announced the final stages of downgrading the emergency department 
at Navan hospital, to commence on 30 June.  This is the wrong decision.  Emergency depart-
ments across the State are suffering from ongoing and chronic overcrowding.  In May, the aver-
age wait time for admission to emergency departments across the State stood at 11 hours, which 
is almost three times the Sláintecare target of four hours.  It is clear that the hospitals closest to 
Navan do not have additional capacity.  At Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, in May, 
31% of patients waited over 12 hours in the emergency department for admission, while in Con-
nolly Hospital, the figure was 48%.  This is the reality in hospitals across the State.  Now is not 
the time to reduce emergency care capacity in our hospitals and to even consider such a move 
in the current climate is baffling.  Just this week Mr. Sean Egan, director of healthcare regula-
tion and the lead HIQA inspector, pointed to the risks associated with such a move.  He was 
speaking in the context of Limerick University Hospital, which is one of the most overcrowded 
hospitals in the State.  Mr. Egan rightly pointed out that the closure of smaller emergency de-
partments in the region has contributed to that situation.  Why would we want to repeat the same 
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mistakes again?

I pay tribute to the people of Meath who have fought tooth and nail to protect their emer-
gency department for more than a decade.  They have done so tirelessly and will continue to 
do so, if necessary.  They have done so because they see the shambles caused by bad Govern-
ment policy and they refuse to allow the same to happen to their community.  We stand with 
them.  The manner in which this was announced was a further insult to those people and a clear 
display of the chaos that lies at the heart of this Government.  The day after the HSE made the 
announcement, it was directly contradicted by the Minister.  The North East Doctor on Call 
service and healthcare unions have said that they were not consulted on the proposal.  The Gov-
ernment Deputies in Meath have stood in silence or paid lip service to the issue.  The people of 
Meath deserve better.  They deserve more than mixed messages from the Government and the 
HSE.  They deserve better than having to constantly take to the streets to battle to protect their 
health services, which they have been doing for over a decade now.  They deserve accessible 
and high quality health services and clarity from this Government.  They deserve to know, once 
and for all, where the Minister and his Government stands on the future of Navan hospital.  Is 
the Minister committed to protecting and enhancing emergency and critical care services at 
Navan hospital?  I hope that the Minister and his Government will give that commitment to the 
people of Meath tonight�

21/06/2022MM00600Deputy David Cullinane: I commend my colleague, Deputy Guirke, on tabling this mo-
tion and giving us an opportunity to debate this issue, which is really important.  There was a 
meeting last week of Oireachtas Members, HSE officials, clinicians and others who work in 
the hospital group and very frank and important exchanges took place at that meeting.  As the 
Minister knows, a document was circulated by the HSE which made the executive’s intentions 
explicitly clear.  It included dates and made it very clear that the ICU and high-dependence unit 
beds would close and that the emergency department as we know it would close and be replaced 
with a medical assessment unit.  As we know, in a level 2 hospital, such a unit is at a much 
lower level and can be aligned to a local injury unit as opposed to an acute medical assessment 
unit or an acute medical unit aligned to a level 3 or level 4 hospital.  This is a downgrading of 
the hospital from level 3 to level 2; we cannot call it anything other than that.  This is closing 
the emergency department as we know it and the Minister cannot say anything other than that 
if this plan goes ahead�

Clinicians should have their say.  It is really important that everyone in this Chamber lis-
tens to what clinicians and those who work in the emergency department have to say.  It is also 
important that we listen to what medical experts outside of the hospital, including GPs, have 
to say.  We must listen to everybody who has an opinion.  We also have to listen to patients, to 
the people of Navan and Meath and arguably, to the people of Louth who will be affected by 
this closure if it goes ahead.  We must also listen to hospital management in Connolly Hospital 
Blanchardstown, the Mater hospital and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda.  I have en-
gaged with many of those individuals already.  I am in listening mode and believe it is important 
that we listen but we must also learn from past mistakes.  We must understand that what is hap-
pening in Navan, or what is being proposed, has happened elsewhere.  In some hospitals, the 
Minister might argue, it has worked but in other hospitals it has not.  What the people of Navan, 
Meath and Louth will look closely at is what happened in Limerick.  Emergency departments 
were closed in Ennis, Nenagh and in St. John’s Hospital in Limerick.  People were told at the 
time that this would result in better access to emergency department care and specialist trauma 
care in the mid-west region and that centralising all of the emergency care services into one 
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emergency department would deliver better outcomes and faster access to emergency care.

7 o’clock

Any objective analysis of what has happened in University Hospital Limerick - the Minister 
does not have to take my word for it, as a HIQA report was published last week - shows how 
chaotic, difficult, challenging, understaffed and under-resourced the accident and emergency 
department in that hospital is.  That accident and emergency department is now a single point 
of failure for that entire region.  If that emergency department is full, there is nowhere else for 
people to go.  The Minister, Deputy Donnelly, will be aware that the average wait time in the ac-
cident and emergency department in University Hospital Limerick is almost 15 hours, which is 
well above the already very high average wait time of 11 hours across the other acute hospitals 
in the State.  That is the difficulty and the challenge we have.

  I put it to the Minister that we need to be very careful as we look at what is happening 
across all of the emergency departments and the unacceptably high wait times that people are 
experiencing.  As my colleague said, the Sláintecare targets stated that nobody should be wait-
ing for any longer than four hours.  That is not happening.  In some hospitals in Cork and in 
Limerick, patients over the age of 75 have, on average, been waiting more than 20 hours in an 
accident and emergency department, some of them on hospital trolleys.  The Minister may have 
heard the harrowing story of a lady who spoke to RTÉ recently about how her husband had died 
on a hospital trolley and about the lack of the dignity and the lack of respect that was shown to 
him and is shown to many other people.  It is completely unacceptable.  I do not believe that we 
should proceed with closing the emergency department at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, at this 
time.  There are too many unanswered questions.

  In my closing remarks, I must address the broader issues in our emergency department 
services.  We need a plan to reduce those wait times.  I do not know what the HSE’s plan is to 
achieve the Sláintecare target of four hours.  When I speak to people in hospital management 
they tell me that in some hospitals, not all, they need more inpatient beds so they can admit 
patients more quickly.  We know this.  They also tell me that they need more community beds.  
Even when they try to put a discharge plan in place for many patients, they cannot get access 
to recovery beds or rehabilitation beds because we cannot get home help workers to provide 
the intensive homecare packages to the extent that we want.  Millions of home help hours are 
not being used because we cannot get the staff, so people cannot get transferred back into their 
homes.

  We also have problems with access to GP care and out-of-hours GP care.  Our colleagues 
from Meath will tell the Minister that this is a real difficulty.  One of the challenges, and one of 
the things people are being asked to do, is that the medical assessment unit would be GP referral 
only, and that the consultant in the medical assessment unit with the GP would have to agree to 
admit a patient.  That is not going to be realistic.  All of these challenges and unanswered ques-
tions create a reasonable fear and a reasonable suspicion that this is not the best way forward.

  I ask that the Minister supports the motion.  I will listen to what he says this evening and 
what his view is.  We are aware of what the HSE’s view is.  It has put it in black and white.  We 
now need to see what the Minister is going to do.

21/06/2022NN00200Deputy Darren O’Rourke: I welcome the opportunity to speak on the motion.  The HSE’s 
plan is very clear, and it was spelled out in black and white, but it is just a plan.  This is surpris-
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ing because it has had 13 years to prepare it: nine years if one starts the clock from the small 
hospital framework.  We are still none the wiser as to the Government’s plan, and this includes 
the Minister’s amendment here tonight.  Frankly, this is disgraceful.

We are aware the HSE has a plan and Deputy Cullinane outlined some of the detail of that.  
It states it has legitimate concerns for safety but in my firm opinion the HSE’s so-called solution 
will make matters worse.  The concern is that in the region of 2,000 patients would present to 
Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, who the HSE believes should go directly to Drogheda.

The medical assessment unit that is proposed to deal with up to 90% of the patients cur-
rently presenting to Navan will not work.  I want this on the record of the Dáil.  It will not 
work because it is GP referral only.  Our GPs are already overworked and overbooked during 
the day, and it is even worse at night.  What will happen?  If a person is ill at home, he or she 
will go to the door that will accept them.  It will not be five a day or 2,000 a year.  Up to 20,000 
people per year would present at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda.  They may not 
be appropriate presentations, but they will be there and there is deep concern about this.  We 
are hearing this spelled out in detail from clinicians on the front line.  There is deep concern 
that those people who are currently presenting to Navan will all, or in very significant numbers, 
present to Drogheda and lead to worse outcomes and worse safety rather than better.  I wish to 
spell this out clearly.  We have heard from GPs and, while there are differences of opinion in the 
medical world, I believe that in practical terms this is exactly what will happen.  I encourage 
the Minister to listen to that�

The suggestion that there is no alternative to this proposal is simply not the case.  At the 
meeting last night, we heard from one clinician who said that the only alternative to this pro-
posal was to quadruple capacity at Our Lady’s Hospital in Navan and to turn it from a 107-bed 
hospital to a 400-bed hospital.  The idea that no hospital could exist if it was not a 400-bed 
hospital is just outrageous.  Within the medical profession, there is a belief that to bring Our 
Lady’s Hospital, Navan, up to a model three hospital rather than downgrading it, it needs an 
extra emergency department consultant; two extra consultant surgeons; and two extra consul-
tant anaesthetists.  That is the proposal there and I believe the Minister should take it on board.

It is completely unacceptable that we have a clear proposal from the HSE that is scrambling.  
Anybody who attended that meeting last Monday in good faith could not be convinced that the 
HSE has a coherent plan to deliver a safe service for the people of County Meath.  The ambition 
for increased capacity in the acute services was the subject of ongoing discussions.  There was 
no clear plan for increased capacity in community or general practice.  In fact, we heard that 
everybody has problems in terms of general practice.

I have had enough of Ministers in my county and at a senior level acting as observers and 
commentators.  I heard it on LMFM and read it in the Meath Chronicle that they are leaning one 
way and leaning towards closure, or they are leaning the other way and leaning towards keep-
ing it open.  It is simply unacceptable.  We see the same here with the Minister’s amendment.  
In effect, with the Government’s amendment, the sword or the axe will continue to hang over 
Our Lady’s Hospital in Navan.  It is simply unacceptable.  The Minister outlined that several 
important issues would have to be fully addressed.  What does the Minister mean?  What are 
the proposals and what is the plan for the hospital in Navan?  I want to lay it fully on the agenda 
that the proposal from Sinn Féin is to retain the service and enhance the services at Our Lady’s 
Hospital in Navan.  That is the solution for it.  There is no other credible alternative.
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21/06/2022NN00300Deputy Sorca Clarke: I commend my colleague, Deputy Johnny Guirke, on bringing this 
motion forward.  It is not an exaggeration to say that I have literally lost count of the number of 
constituents who come into my offices telling me the health and hospital services are stumbling 
from crisis to catastrophe.  As the two-tier system has become very much entrenched in health-
care, we now have that very clear delineation between private and public.  Coupled with this, 
we have the undervaluing of hospitals’ accident and emergency departments, such as that in Our 
Lady’s Hospital in Navan, which are failing people when they are most in need of urgent care.  
For years, people throughout the State have had to march, lobby, campaign, write letters and 
take to social media in an effort to save their services in their hospitals and in their accident and 
emergency departments.  This is all against the perceived dismantling of healthcare services.

In June 2022 my neighbouring constituents in County Meath are campaigning to save their 
accident and emergency department in Navan, and not for the first time.  The Minister need not 
think that some of them are going to come across to Mullingar.  In January 2021, there were 
75.5 whole-time equivalent vacancies.  As of June 2022, that figure has skyrocketed to 125.42 
whole-time equivalent vacancies in Mullingar hospital.  The patients could use the waiting lists 
as wallpaper.  Waiting times in accident and emergency departments are through the roof and 
staff are at the end of their tether.  That is before we even get to disability intervention therapy 
services or respite care, which has carers and loved ones so distressed and disillusioned they are 
literally in tears.  Has this become so commonplace that the Minister and Members of Govern-
ment are utterly unaffected by the sight of distressed citizens taking to the streets with placards 
in an attempt to save the hospital services on which they rely?  There is no doubt that successive 
Governments have done a merry dance, which this Government seems to be perfecting.  The 
people of Navan deserve so much more than this, as does every person with an urgent medical 
need in this country.

21/06/2022OO00200Deputy John Brady: I fully support this motion because I come from a county that has 
seen first-hand the negative impact of cuts on local services.  The Minister knows this be-
cause in 2013, he supported the closure of our local accident and emergency department in St. 
Colmcille’s Hospital in Loughlinstown.  At that time, while in opposition, the Minister fully 
supported the downgrading and closure of that emergency department.  He said that the re-
configuration would save lives in Wicklow and improve the quality of emergency care for the 
people of Wicklow.  Over 21,000 people who used the accident and emergency department in 
Loughlinstown were thrown into an already overwhelmed St. Vincent’s University Hospital, 
which simply could not and cannot deal with that increased demand.

As we stand here, there are 42 people lying on hospital trolleys in St. Vincent’s.  Last week, 
an aunt of mine was one of those people.  She is a cancer patient.  She has ovarian cancer, liver 
cancer and lung cancer.  She collapsed on the street of Wicklow last week.  She was rushed into 
St. Vincent’s, bypassing a hospital that the Minister supported the closure of, and was left lying 
on a trolley in St. Vincent’s for four days and three nights.  She went through suffering, pain 
and indignity.  That is my aunt but I am conscious there are many other people in similar situa-
tions.  They are not looking for preferential treatment.  I am not raising my aunt’s case looking 
for preferential treatment.  They are looking for dignity and respect.  They are looking for a bed.

What the Minister is trying to do, supported by his Government colleagues and the HSE, is 
replicate the disaster visited on the people of Wicklow for the people of Meath.  I will not stand 
idly by, like the Minister did in 2013, when he supported the closure of our local accident and 
emergency department.  He is culpable for the failure of the local medical services in Wicklow 
and for the suffering people like my auntie and thousands of others have had to endure because 
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of his failures.  We cannot stand idly by and allow the Minister’s failures be visited on the 
people of Meath.  He must stand up to support the local services.  He must support this motion.  
He failed Wicklow.  He cannot be allowed fail other counties.

21/06/2022OO00300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I move amendment No. 1:

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes that:

— the Health Service Executive (HSE) and clinicians in Our Lady’s Hospital, 
Navan have clinical concerns about the safety of the Emergency Department (ED) 
in the hospital;

— the North East Doctor on Call service has expressed concern regarding reports 
that the acute Medical Assessment Unit will only be accessible by means of a general 
practitioner (GP) referral, as they believe this will create further pressures on already 
overloaded daytime and out of hours GPs;

— there are also clear concerns of clinicians at other hospitals that would be 
impacted by the suggested changes at a time when all health services are under such 
pressure; and

— no Government decision has been taken regarding the HSE’s proposal for the 
transition of the ED of Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan; and

agrees that several important issues, including additional capacity in other hospitals 
impacted, EDs, as well as the continued ability of people in the Navan area to access 
emergency and urgent care, would need to be fully addressed before any proposed tran-
sition by the HSE could be considered.”

I thank Deputies for raising this important issue.  There are aspects of the Sinn Féin motion 
I agree with and I also agree with elements of the contributions made this evening.  However, 
what is most noticeable about the Sinn Féin motion is not what it says, but what it does not say.  
The vast majority of doctors and nurses working in Navan hospital are warning us, including 
the Deputies as their directly elected representatives, that the current situation is not safe for 
some patients.  They are telling us that over 2,000 people a year arrive at the emergency depart-
ment who could be at serious risk because the specialist care they need is not available.  They 
told Deputy Brady the same thing about the hospital in Loughlinstown.  I was in the room when 
the senior clinicians told us all, including Deputy Brady, that people in Wicklow could die-----

21/06/2022OO00400Deputy John Brady: People in Wicklow did die, because you swallowed that.

21/06/2022OO00500Deputy Stephen Donnelly: In spite of that, Deputy Brady played politics and populism.  
Clearly, the truth hurts.  That is what he did.

21/06/2022OO00600Deputy John Brady: You cannot see the truth, Minister�

21/06/2022OO00700Deputy Stephen Donnelly: He misled-----

(Interruptions).

21/06/2022OO00900An Ceann Comhairle: Please, let the Minister speak.  Nobody interrupted the Deputy 
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when he was speaking.

21/06/2022OO01000Deputy Stephen Donnelly: Deputy Brady was told the position he was taking was putting 
people at risk but he stuck with it and he perpetuates those falsehoods years later.  It is an insult 
to the brilliant men and women who are working in Loughlinstown hospital.  If he was to bother 
taking any time to talk to them about what the best successes in healthcare have been recently 
for the people he and I represent, they would point to Loughlinstown hospital.

Sinn Féin and other Opposition Deputies have a choice.  They can play politics and ignore 
the warnings from doctors and nurses, as Deputy Brady did and continues to do, or they can 
have an honest conversation about finding the best outcome for people in the north east with 
regard to emergency and urgent care.  To that end, I have tabled an amendment stating that the 
HSE and clinicians in the hospital have clinical concerns about the safety of the emergency 
department but also that the north east Doctor on Call service has expressed concern regarding 
reports about the acute medical assessment unit.  There are also clear concerns from clinicians 
in other hospitals, including Our Lady of Lourdes in Drogheda, that their patients and ser-
vices would be impacted under the current proposal.  Critically, no Government decision has 
been taken regarding the HSE’s proposal for the transition of the emergency department at Our 
Lady’s Hospital in Navan.  The motion goes on to say that “several important issues, including 
additional capacity in other hospitals impacted, EDs, as well as the continued ability of people 
in the Navan area to access emergency and urgent care, would need to be fully addressed before 
any proposed transition by the HSE could be considered.”

Navan is an acute general hospital with 62 medical beds.  It does not provide paediatric or 
obstetric care.  It does not provide an acute surgical service.  Ambulances bypass the emer-
gency department for several conditions that cannot be catered for at the hospital.  As part of 
the reconfiguration the HSE is looking to implement, it is proposing investment in more patient 
care in Navan.  However, for any proposal to be considered, we would need to be satisfied on 
several levels.  I am not satisfied and neither are the Government or Members of the Oireach-
tas.  I acknowledge that.  Legitimate questions have been raised by Members of the Oireachtas 
regarding issues including access to the medical assessment unit, the capacity of the National 
Ambulance Service, local access to GPs, emergency and other resources in Drogheda and other 
hospitals, the use of injury units and more.  All these issues have to be addressed and they have 
not been addressed to my satisfaction, to the satisfaction of the Government or, I dare say, of 
this House.  We are all agreed on that.  I have met with senior clinicians in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital in Drogheda and they told me they do not currently have the resources required to ca-
ter for the additional patients who would have to go through their emergency department.  For 
all of these reasons, I have instructed the HSE not to proceed at this time with any proposed 
reconfiguration at Navan.  We need to allow for meaningful discussion and engagement with 
elected Members on all sides of the House and other stakeholders, including the community 
and clinicians.  We need to assess all of that in the round and then decide where we are going.  
I want to be very clear on this.  For the reasons I have raised and Members of the Government 
have raised, and indeed for reasons raised this evening, the Government position is absolutely 
clear.  I have instructed the HSE not to proceed with what it had intended to do on 30 June.

21/06/2022OO01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I too welcome the opportunity to discuss 
this issue.  At the outset, I stress that we all want what is best for the people of Meath and the 
surrounding counties.  That includes our family members and friends.  We want to ensure ev-
erybody gets the best possible healthcare, that we have appropriate access to that healthcare 
in appropriate timeframes and that we are seen in the best possible places by the best possible 
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people.  That needs to be said clearly.  That is what we all want.  There have been understand-
able concerns about the proposed changes to Navan hospital.  These changes started with the 
publication of the small hospitals framework.  We all agree not every hospital can be a large 
hospital and have expertise in every field.  Equally, no document should be thought of as con-
crete, and as times change and as populations expand, we always need to be open to the fact 
other options are possible.

That framework was followed closely by the closure of the acute surgical unit and then the 
movement of the stroke unit, both of which decisions have resulted in, understandably, a clear 
concern about patient safety.  A total of 1,700 of 2,000 patients were referred to equipment 
where the resources were simply not there.  I do not doubt, and I am sure none of us does for a 
moment, the genuine clinical concern.  I do not in any way contradict it; how could any of us 
given it is clear medical evidence?  In the same vein, however, as the Minister outlined, I do 
not think any of us doubts the concerns raised by clinicians and medical experts in other depart-
ments and other hospitals, namely, that relating to the possible transfer risk if we were to close 
the Navan hospital accident and emergency room to avert that possible risk.  The fear is that 
we would be simply transferring one kind of risk to another hospital, whereby there would be 
an increase in the number of patients attending an emergency department in Drogheda that is 
overstretched and overloaded�

While I acknowledge the wonderful staff who work in each hospital, it is important to stress 
there are different opinions and it is important all opinions, views and clinical expertise be 
taken into consideration.  It is only fair and right that all of us in this Chamber, where we have 
a role when it comes to health in funding and capacity and where we have to answer questions 
about the decisions we take, should ask questions, get clarity and be able to tell the people we 
represent that they will get the best possible healthcare.  In recent days, weeks and years, I have 
raised, along with others, questions relating to, for example, patient numbers and types.  Since 
2019, there have been about 22,000 presentations to the Navan hospital accident and emergency 
department, 2,000 or so of which comprise critical patients who have been mentioned, while 
one third relate to GP referrals.  Where should the remaining 10,000 or so patients go and how 
will they know whom to go to?  We need clear answers for all these questions.

How will the medical assessment unit work?  There was a welcome letter from some GPs 
today stating they had been engaged with in regard to our hospital in Navan and that they sup-
port it.  There is another letter, however, from North East Doctor on Call, which is part of the 
same group, stating it has not been engaged with and that its doctors do not support it.  We need 
clear answers as to how this will work.

On capacity, our neighbouring hospitals are under severe strain.  We have been told by clini-
cians in Drogheda that the capacity is not there and that we would be simply transferring a risk, 
and that additional capacity will be built into the system, yet a capital plan announced only a 
few weeks ago did not include resources or additional capacity for Drogheda in this context.

Many questions still need to be answered and we as public representatives deserve answers 
to them.  I am very grateful to the Minister, Deputy Donnelly, who has committed to looking 
at all these questions and ensuring they will be answered.  I refer not just to capacity in Navan 
hospital and access to services in the proposed medical assessment unit but also to the National 
Ambulance Service and the capacity in the surrounding hospitals. 

21/06/2022PP00200Deputy Imelda Munster: I am sharing time with Deputies Daly, Cronin and Buckley.
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As the Minister for Health will be aware, this motion calls on the Government to retain and 
enhance emergency services in Navan hospital.  We are also asking that the Government, once 
and for all, end overcrowding in emergency hospitals.  Only major investment in our health 
service will finally change this situation.  The way this has been handled is atrocious.  It is 
becoming a feature of Deputy Donnelly’s tenure as Minister and of how the Government does 
business.  There has been confusion and mixed messages from the HSE and the Government, 
and we need the latter to outline exactly what its plans are for the Navan hospital accident and 
emergency department and its plans for the emergency services in Meath and Louth generally.  
He said he has instructed the HSE to pause, but for how long?  It is the Government’s policy 
to close the emergency department in Navan hospital, as outlined in its small hospitals policy.  
Which is the Minister saying?  Is he saying the intention is not to close it, or that the Govern-
ment is going to pause doing so while the public outcry remains and then give the HSE the nod 
to move swiftly on with implementing its policy?

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, is the largest hospital in the area and, under the 
Government’s hare-brained plan to close the Navan hospital accident and emergency depart-
ment, it stands to reason the number coming to it will increase very significantly, as clinicians 
have told the Minister.  This influx of additional patients is going to put unbearable pressure on 
the hospital and the plan cannot go ahead for that reason�  North East Doctor on Call has indi-
cated that the proposal to make the acute medical assessment unit in Navan hospital accessible 
only by means of a GP referral will place significant additional pressures on GP services.  That 
was not thought out either.  It will compound the matter.  The doctor-on-call service recently 
had to reconfigure its out-of-hour services, which it has stated is because of acute doctor short-
ages and the underfunding of services, and it has told Navan hospital that it will not be put in a 
position whereby it will have to manage acute and serious presentations.

Will the Minister give clarity?  Either it is his Government’s policy to close the emergency 
department in Navan hospital or he is going to tell the HSE to halt it completely and go back to 
the drawing board.  Which is it?

21/06/2022PP00300Deputy Pa Daly: I welcome the opportunity to speak to the motion and thank my col-
leagues from County Meath for enabling it.  The downgrading of services is well known to 
people in Munster.  I encourage people from the Meath area to look at what happened in Ennis 
and Nenagh, where there was a downgrading of services, staff shortages, the closure of units 
and the promise of a centre of excellence in Limerick.  Last week, a HSE report outlined seri-
ous problems in Limerick hospital relating to patient flow, inpatients, dignity and privacy for 
patients and staffing levels, yet the two hospitals in counties Clare and Tipperary were down-
graded and services put in there�

I heard the Minister quoted on the radio yesterday, although I am not sure whether it was 
accurate, as saying there was a fear due to the current climate that operations will be postponed 
due to Covid, but that is already happening in University Hospital Kerry.  For the past seven 
weeks, elective surgeries have been suffering because of a lack of staff and early closing hours, 
and the number of day procedures has reduced.  Moreover, trolley numbers have increased by 
ten times on the figure in 2012, and by 40% year-on-year to last December.

Over the weekend, I spoke to a former neighbour of mine in Rock Street, Tralee, who has 
ulcerated feet.  He is suffering because he cannot see a podiatrist, given there is no podiatrist in 
all of Kerry.  He has to travel to Cork twice a month to see someone there, spending €100.  On 
occasion, he has been on the way at 5 a.m. or 6 a.m. and has got a text message to tell him he 
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will have to return.  He relies on the community services and his GP.  Part of his toe fell off on 
Thursday night and he spent 12 hours waiting for an ambulance before he was seen, after which 
he was sent back to the same services as before.

There is a fear in Kerry that services will be downgraded.  I urge my colleagues up the coun-
try to ensure that will not happen in Navan.

21/06/2022PP00400Deputy Réada Cronin: I am pleased to speak to this motion because regional hospitals 
are vital in our communities, yet what the Government is talking about doing in Navan hospi-
tal amounts to taking a sledgehammer to a supporting role.  I commend Deputies Guirke and 
O’Rourke on highlighting the downgrading of Meath regional hospital because centralising ex-
pertise is worthy and all very well.  Nevertheless, doing so implies the rest of the health service 
around it is working well, but in the Navan area and, indeed, throughout the health service, it 
is not�

A total of 1.3 million people are awaiting healthcare and the two neighbouring hospitals, 
Connolly Hospital and Drogheda hospital, are at breaking point.  The local GPs are on their 
knees and there are just too many patients.  We all have a lot of constituents coming to us say-
ing they cannot get a GP, so a GP referral just will not work.  The GPs who are there are just 
exhausted, overworked and undervalued.  They are exasperated by dealing with a hospital sys-
tem that is perpetually in crisis.  Who in the name of God looked at this healthcare disaster and 
thought we should close the emergency department and critical beds in Navan hospital when 
the surrounding hospitals are simply out the door?  Who in the Minister’s Department agreed 
that this would be good idea?  It certainly was not the people who live in my neighbouring 
county of Meath.  I am sure it was not the local healthcare providers in Connolly Hospital or 
Drogheda either.  It seems that the Department of Health does not have a notion of what is going 
on.  It is like the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage or the effects of the 
increase in the cost of living, because the Government making the decisions is so far removed 
from the people who must feel their effects.  We see what is happening in Meath from the per-
spective of our hospital in Naas and we want to make sure that Naas is okay.  I have spoken to 
the Minister about trying to get the maternity section back in Naas.  We want that and we have 
wonderful staff in Naas General Hospital.  The Minister knows I am campaigning to get the 
Coombe antenatal clinic reopened there and they are talking about not doing it.  Local care is 
progressive and especially with climate change coming upon us, local care should be our aim.

21/06/2022QQ00200Deputy Pat Buckley: I listened to the response of both Ministers earlier.  I commend my 
Meath colleagues on bringing this motion forward tonight.  The downgrading of any services 
and centralising emergency departments only cause a funnel and it is like gridlock, which I 
heard some of the earlier speakers say.

In May, the Minister visited Cork where the average waiting time at Cork University Hos-
pital, CUH, is 28.8 hours.  At the Mercy University Hospital in Cork, it is 26.8 hours.  It was 
said earlier that anybody over the age of 75 must wait an average of 14 hours for admission to 
a bed from the emergency department.  I live a long way from Navan but I see the same thing 
happening again.  I see something similar in County Tipperary where they are downgrading as 
well and no doubt we will be here in a couple of weeks discussing that.  Even from listening to 
the Minister earlier, I understand where he is coming from.  The problem is that we should be 
retaining and enhancing services, however.

From listening to the debate coming tonight from the Government’s side of the House, it 
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seems to be going away from what the Sláintecare report recommended, which was that ev-
erything be community-led and that prevention is better than cure and people should be able 
to access services.  The issue around GPs was mentioned a while ago.  If this is going to be 
the situation in Navan, I would hate to get a heart attack and have to look for a GP referral.  It 
is not possible.  I think we really have to go back here.  There has to be a massive upgrading 
because I suspect this is across the board.  I see it in my own town and we spoke about it many 
times.  Again, they are downgrading respite services and mental health services and trying to 
push them all into a central area.  The resistance is frightening because it makes things almost 
impossible to access.  I have seen it in many reports and I read pieces today.  It is about access to 
services and we are taking away the vital services.  I heard the Minister say that some of the ser-
vices are not being provided.  That is what the speakers on this side of the House said - invest in 
it and enhance it.  We cannot funnel everybody in one area.  It is going to end up in gridlock and 
what happens when we have a funnel like that is that everything piles up and gets dumped and 
nothing will work.  I ask the Minister to please support the motion from this side of the House.

21/06/2022QQ00300Deputy Ged Nash: I am pleased to speak for the Labour Party on this very important 
motion.  I am more than familiar with Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan.  Outside of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, it is the medical facility with which I am probably most familiar .  
That will be the case for any resident of the Drogheda, south Louth and east Meath areas.  It is 
a valued and very valuable piece of health infrastructure in our region in the counties of Meath 
and Louth.  I say counties Meath and Louth deliberately because I represent Louth and a very 
significant part of the east of County Meath.

I also say this because no Louth-based Deputies were invited to the briefing with the HSE 
on 13 June.  That was wrong; we needed to be.  I will tell the Minister exactly why and I think 
he knows why.  If the Minister proceeds with the plan to finally close the emergency depart-
ment in Navan, and I acknowledge that he put on the record this evening his intention to pause 
that - for how long we do not know - then he knows he will be dealing with a whole host of 
new problems.  The Minister articulated that in his response this evening.  That problem is 
even more overcrowding in emergency departments and on the floors of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda.  This plan has been badly organised, badly planned, badly thought through 
and incredibly poorly executed.  I say this because neither the Minister, the HSE nor the RCSI 
Hospitals Group over the past week could tell me precisely how many new beds and what ad-
ditional capacity would go into Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, in the event of this move going 
ahead, to deal with the additional demand that would inevitably arise were the emergency de-
partment in Navan to close.

 We got some sense of this from a reply to a parliamentary question the Minister issued to 
me this evening in which references were made to ten additional beds.  Anybody who is famil-
iar with Meath and Louth will tell the Minister that ten additional beds, even in the context of 
the current demand, notwithstanding the Minister’s ultimate plan for Navan, simply would not 
cut it.  We know today that 521 patients were awaiting admission to a hospital bed across the 
country and 441 were in emergency departments.  Those are the figures from across the country.  
I know too there are pressures today, as there are every day, in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda�

I am very familiar with one case because it was raised with me today.  Hardly a day and 
certainly a week does not go by, notwithstanding the very hard and dedicated work of the staff 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, without me being informed of a difficult situation in which 
an often elderly, frail and vulnerable person might find himself or herself.  As I said, that is 
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notwithstanding the commitment and dedication of staff to resolving all the problems that pres-
ent themselves at emergency departments.  I will give the Minister one case that illustrates the 
wider point.  A family were in touch me today about their dad, who is a very elderly man with 
dementia and an acute respiratory problem.  He was in the emergency department in Drogheda 
waiting for a room since 8 a.m. this morning.  He is now in a multi-bed situation in one room.  
His family got in touch to tell me the circumstances he is in and the way he is being accom-
modated at the moment given the pressures on the hospital are not appropriate for him.  I think 
the Minister would accept that himself.  The man’s daughter signed off her first email to me this 
morning by saying, “and they are talking about sending patients from Navan to this hospital”.  
That is what she said I think she speaks for all of us - she speaks for me.  She is right to be 
concerned and the clinicians and staff in the hospital are right to be concerned.  The Minister ex-
pressed that himself in his remarks this evening.  He confirmed that the clinicians in Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospital, whom he has met, are concerned about the consequences of the closure of 
the Navan emergency department on an already stretched hospital.

This is not the first time that Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital has been in the firing line and 
has had to accommodate additional numbers of patients as a consequence of a closure of an 
emergency department in our community.  I want to take the Minister back to the late 2000s and 
the initial reconfiguration programme, with which we will all be familiar, under a former Fianna 
Fáil-led Government.  That Government made the decision to close the emergency department 
in Louth County Hospital, Dundalk.  Let us look for a minute at how that went for Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda�  As a resident of the area, then as a councillor for the area and 
later as a Deputy, I remember the chaos at a time when investment in our public services was 
stretched because of the collapse of the economy.  In 2010, the year before the full impact of 
the closure of the accident and emergency department in the Louth County Hospital became 
apparent, the Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation, INMO, annualised trolley watch figures 
from Drogheda suggested that 3,484 people were on trolleys in the emergency department at 
one point or another in that year.  In 2011, after the closure of Dundalk, 7,449 citizens had been 
counted on trolleys at one point or other across that year; a more than doubling of the figures 
before the emergency department in Louth County Hospital was closed.  There is a direct and 
very severe causal relationship between the closure of emergency departments in the region and 
the impact on stretched resources at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.  Now it appears, notwith-
standing what the Minister said tonight about the pausing of his approach to the Navan ED, that 
he is still preparing the axe to fall.  The sword of Damocles is still hanging over the emergency 
department in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital because it appears that the HSE and the Depart-
ment of Health are preparing to do the same thing again.  They are incapable of adequately 
preparing and of learning the lessons of recent history in the north east.

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, as Deputy O’Rourke and others know, has historically been 
the poor relation in terms of centres of excellence in this country when it comes to investment.  
It is the de facto regional hospital but it never received the appropriate resources to bring it to 
the next level.  It is the regional trauma centre.  We are very proud of our hospital and of the 
great work that the dedicated and committed staff do there.  We all rely on them and their exper-
tise and dedication.  One thing that the system never reflects in the hospital’s budgets is the fact 
that it is also the hospital and ED of choice for many people in the Fingal area of north County 
Dublin, often because of pressures in Beaumont Hospital and other hospitals on the northside 
of Dublin.  It is also a fact that many cases that one would ordinarily expect to be dealt with in 
the emergency department of Daisy Hill Hospital, Newry, for example, make their way to Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda.  Even without the extra resources that would be needed as 
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a consequence of the inevitable decision that the Minister will ultimately take regarding Navan 
ED, the case for significant investment in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital should be clear.

The Minister should also be mindful of what I will say next.  We now have a perfect storm 
of circumstances arising that could lead to a real potential catastrophe in the provision of health-
care in the area.  It is a letter that all local Deputies received from North East Doctor on Call, 
NEDOC, the doctor on call service, last Thursday night.  It is an absolutely explosive letter that 
acknowledged that because of GP burnout, the burdens on GPs in the area who are involved in 
the NEDOC co-operative and, importantly, because of underinvestment from the HSE, it plans 
to reconfigure its services and reduce the hours of operation from early August.  We potentially 
have a situation where the ED in Navan closes, there is huge pressure on Drogheda and there is 
an imminent threat hanging over the NEDOC service as well.

This is being handled in a cack-handed way.  I am glad the Minister is reflecting on how he 
will proceed on this, although I cannot help but think he is only reflecting because of the politi-
cal fallout from a decision that seems to me to be inevitable and on which the Minister and the 
Government have made up their minds in any case.  The Minister has to be clear on what the 
timeline is.  Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital staff and the people of the region need reassurance 
that the service is not going to suffer when the Minister inevitably makes the decision to close 
the door of the emergency department in Navan, which will have huge implications for the pro-
vision of healthcare in our area�

21/06/2022RR00200Deputy Catherine Murphy: I have been following this story for the past week and during 
the debate tonight and I am struggling to figure out exactly who is in charge.  Is it the manage-
ment that is running the hospital or what input does the Government have?  The Taoiseach made 
his position quite clear earlier today regarding UHL.  He said the HSE is directly responsible for 
the running and the management of hospitals and that the Government will not interfere in that.  
I am struggling to find out why Navan is different.  The HSE announced early last week that the 
emergency department in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, would be closed to critically ill patients 
from next September.  Within minutes, senior Government Ministers were stating the opposite, 
that it had not been sanctioned by the Government and that it would not be closed.  We are in 
the unfortunate situation where the clinical director in Navan hospital, Mr. Gerry McEntee, had 
to go on the defence in the media against the words of the Tánaiste, the Minister for Justice and 
the Minister for Health�

The closure of Navan emergency department was decided by a Fine Gael Government and 
Fine Gael Minister for Health in 2013 in the framework document on securing the future of 
smaller hospitals.  That document provided for nine smaller hospitals changing from model 3 to 
model 2, with the closure of their emergency departments as a consequence of the shift.  When 
every party in this House came together in agreement on Sláintecare, it was not only a commit-
ment to universal healthcare free at the point of use but also a commitment to an evidence-based 
healthcare system, to end the tradition of using healthcare as a political football where resources 
were often distributed in accordance with the constituencies of Ministers of the day, rather than 
where the need was most acute.

The situation in which Navan emergency department has found itself is bleak, to say the 
least.  The clinical director could not have been clearer in his assessment, stating that the emer-
gency department is a risk to the lives of critically ill patients and that they are not afforded 
the best chance of survival.  When family members or an ambulance service bring critically ill 
patients to Navan they do so in the belief that the emergency department will deliver life-saving 
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care when that care is needed.  Why would they not so believe?  The absolute least we should 
expect from an emergency department is that it would have the skills and resources to do the 
best it can to save someone’s life.  We expect the same standard of care in every emergency 
department in the State, whether it is in Beaumont Hospital or Navan.  However, that is not 
the reality for the people of Meath.  Emergency department nursing staff, physicians, surgeons, 
anaesthetists, junior doctors and every HSE official connected to the hospital have all raised the 
concern that the emergency department in Our Lady’s Hospital is unsafe.  We cannot ignore 
the voices of the medical professionals who are working day and night to care for the people of 
Meath and who are making it clear that they do not believe they can continue to provide emer-
gency care to critically ill patients.

Local hospitals are incredibly vital components of our communities.  Of course, they pro-
vide employment but, more importantly, they provide a sense of security.  Living within a short 
distance of an emergency department is comforting, especially for older people or those with 
additional healthcare needs or, indeed, people who want to ensure they can visit so they can 
have some oversight of a family member.  It is absolutely understandable that local communi-
ties want to retain the hospitals and are anxious about the potential impact on their access to 
emergency care when a closure is imminent.  The logic behind the closure of small emergency 
departments is well supported by evidence.  Small emergency departments are just not viable, 
not in terms of cost but in terms of patient safety.  The critical mass is not there to ensure staff 
are trained properly.  I believe there are only 64 beds in Navan hospital.  Approximately 300 
beds are generally needed for a critical mass that would allow for specialisation.

The emergency department in Navan is already bypassed by ambulances carrying heart 
attack and stroke victims because it is known by medical professionals that it is safer to bring 
them to Drogheda.  However, family members who are transporting a loved one who has suf-
fered a stroke will go straight to Navan.  It is unacceptable that these patients would receive a 
lower level of care just because their families do not know about the internal way the health 
service is run in that hospital.  Cover in the emergency department is not provided by consul-
tants but by agency registrars who are not specialists in emergency medicine.  The hospital is 
not accredited for junior doctors so it cannot attract the staff it needs.  As the smallest intensive 
care unit, ICU, in the country, the staff who are there do not get the necessary experience to be 
properly trained on the job in the way that staff would be or are in busier hospitals.

The writing has been on the wall for the emergency department in Navan since 2009, with 
official commitments given in 2013.  That is nine years the Government and the HSE had to 
plan for an orderly transfer of critical care from Navan to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, if that 
is what the plan was.  Why have we once again wasted time, with years of kicking the can down 
the road and delaying important decisions until we get to a point of crisis?  We do not appear 
to do planning in this country.  We just wait until the crisis happens and then try to work back 
from it.  This could and should have been an orderly transition.  The necessary resources should 
have been in place in Drogheda well in advance of the transfer.  An increase in ambulance cover 
should have been provided.  Fundamentally, the local community should have been informed 
every step of the way.  Their care and concern should have been addressed.  There should have 
been constant communication with the local community, assuring them that their access to 
emergency healthcare would in fact be improved, not worsened.  None of that has happened.  
This is an exercise in the failure of planning and preparation.  It is a pattern that is well evident 
at this point.  The plan for transitioning smaller hospitals from model 3 to model 2 has always 
been very clear.  The larger hospitals would receive more resources and training to become 
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centres of excellence, with larger catchment areas and more specialisation.

A census of the population has just been taken.  We talk about that as a basis for planning 
services.  We even roll out advertisements about that.  In 2016, County Meath had a population 
just short of 200,000 and the census will reveal that has increased significantly.  County Louth 
is a growing area, as is Fingal, which is adjacent to it.  We talk about using demographics and 
the census statistics to design services, but it is very difficult to see what kind of thought has 
gone into this entire catchment.  While the new model 2 hospitals will become busier than ever, 
providing a range of care, from minor injury units, step-down rehabilitative care, scanning 
centres, laboratories, etc., the latter has been largely successful, the former not so much.  The 
HSE tends to give a lot of promises in relation to the resourcing of emergency departments and 
the standards that will be achieved but it often does not follow through on that.  People do not 
believe the HSE.  That is part of the problem.  Is it any wonder people are opposing the closure 
of the emergency department, inadequate as it is, when the HSE’s track record is so poor?  We 
only need to look at the impact of the closure of Loughlinstown hospital on St. Vincent’s, or the 
impact of the closure of the emergency departments in Ennis and Nenagh hospitals on Univer-
sity Hospital Limerick, UHL, which was mentioned earlier in the debate.  As we know, UHL 
was subject to a damning HIQA report last week.  The problems with overcrowding in Limerick 
can be tracked back to the closure of the two emergency departments in Ennis and Nenagh.

County Meath has one of the fastest growing populations in the country but it is very dif-
ficult to see how that has even been factored in.  The average wait time in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda is already reported to be 14 hours but the HSE is predicting very low num-
bers of patients transferring from Navan to Drogheda.  That waiting time is already too high 
and the population in the larger catchment area is only going to grow.  It is essential that the 
problems faced by UHL are not replicated in Drogheda.  Medical staff in Drogheda are already 
quite concerned about their capacity to take patients.  Again, we have heard that already this 
evening.  The concerns of the medical professions in Navan also need to be at the centre of this 
debate.  They know the situation on the ground.  I am sorry, I have gone over time.

21/06/2022SS00200Deputy Paul Murphy: I thank Sinn Féin for bringing forward this motion, which I sup-
port.  I pay tribute to the people in Navan and the region for mobilising and coming out in their 
thousands to defend and seek to ensure the future of their hospital.  They are absolutely right to 
do so.  I understand there is another protest planned for 9 July.  It is only through those people-
power mobilisations that the hospital and emergency department in Navan will be defended.  I 
would prepare those people by saying that they will hear all sorts of positive soothing noises, 
in particular from Government Deputies in the area telling them not to worry; that it will be 
okay and so on, but the people who have been mobilising and campaigning for so long know 
that what is being attempted here is really death by a thousand cuts.  If the Government and the 
HSE are not checked or stopped by a movement which says “No” and that it needs to continue 
to have a full, proper emergency department in Navan, then that process will continue.  It is only 
people power that will be able to stop it.  When campaigners who attend protests and meetings 
wonder if it will be okay and that there is a medical basis to the logic of centralisation, which 
is always the argument they try to make, I would just tell them to look at the experience of the 
mid-west region.  On a daily basis, the same arguments were made then in terms of the closure 
of regional hospitals.  It was said that it makes sense and that we had to centralise hospitals, but 
the resources were not put in place in Limerick and the result is that there is massive overcrowd-
ing on a daily basis.  The disaster of this process of centralisation, which in reality becomes an 
excuse for cutbacks and downgrading, is just witnessed on a daily basis in Limerick and in the 
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mid-west region.  That is why this plan must be stopped.

One of the good points made in the motion is about the extraordinary waiting times for 
emergency departments at Connolly Hospital in Blanchardstown and Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda.  What struck me when looking at them is that we are talking about nine, 
11 and 12 hours across the State as an average.  In Tallaght Hospital at the moment, the aver-
age wait time for someone going to the accident and emergency department is 18 hours.  It is 
scandalous.  The figures across the country are scandalous.  That is just the average.  People 
are left waiting significantly longer than that.  The wait time in the accident and emergency 
departments in Tallaght, Drogheda and Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown is an emergency, 
but it is no accident.  The waiting times are the result of decades of neglect of the health service 
by successive Governments underfunding hospitals, running the staff ragged, not providing 
the investment into hospitals to expand capacity and not bringing private hospitals into public 
ownership, but instead continuing with the logic of a two-tier health service - almost a three-tier 
health service.  That only works if there is a problem with the public tier, whether that is the 
first, second or third tier.  The private tier will not make any money if the public health service 
provides the sort of service that people need.  Instead of downgrading hospitals, we need invest-
ment to improve hospitals across the board, to hire more staff, support the staff that we have, 
and to build a top-quality Irish national health service that we can be proud of.

I want to take the opportunity to raise some other health-related points with the Minister in 
terms of the current situation regarding Covid.  One point I want to make is that there are now 
200 health workers who have been long-term sick with Covid, who now face having the sick 
leave scheme they are on being closed down at the end of this month.  The Minister is saying it 
is not happening.  I hope that is definitely the case.  They are workers who helped to keep the 
health service running during the crisis.  Many of them caught the virus through their work and 
are now suffering debilitating long-term Covid.  What has been reported is that the Government 
was planning to pull the rug out from them, scrapping the paid leave scheme, and failing to 
engage with SIPTU.  If the Minister is saying that is not going to happen, that is very welcome 
news.  In this debate, the focus should be on Navan, but it is important for the Minister to make 
a statement about what is happening in terms of the Covid situation.  The INMO’s members are 
the people on the front lines.  They are ringing the alarm bells in terms of the levels of hospitali-
sation.  More than 600 people are in hospital and the rate of increase in hospitalisation is more 
than 16% week on week.  In comments from the Minister or the Government in the media gen-
erally we hear a lot of talk of living with Covid, but if that is to mean anything, the Government 
must do some things to enable us to live with Covid.  We cannot just continue as normal and say 
we are living with Covid, because then the results will be tens, then hundreds then thousands of 
unnecessary deaths, both through Covid and through the impact on the health service generally.

8 o’clock  

We need to see a plan and action on living with Covid.  I will quickly say a few things.  We 
need to get back to a situation where people are wearing masks inside, on public transport, in 
crowded spaces and so on.  The best way for the Government to signal that, and for it to happen, 
is to send out quality FFP2 or N95 masks, the kind of masks we get for free in Leinster House, 
to people in their homes, to have them available at public transport locations, such as bus sta-
tions, train stations, etc., and just try to renormalise the idea we need to go back for a period to 
wearing masks, where people possibly can do so.  There should be big public health advertise-
ments around it and so on.  Let us invest in this; it makes sense to do it.
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  I was disappointed to see the free antigen tests for relatives of those who have Covid have 
now been removed.  We should encourage as much testing as possible throughout the popula-
tion in order that people find out when they have Covid as quickly as possible.  Antigen tests 
should be made free to all.

  I will make a final point on ventilation.  It is now more than six months since we passed the 
Bill giving workers the right to clean air through ventilation and filtration, including in schools.  
On that day, 1 December, the Minister of State, Deputy English, said not to worry, the Govern-
ment was not just plámásing us and was very eager to have this implemented, that it might make 
sense to do it through regulation, to which the Government was very open, and that he would 
give us a call-----

21/06/2022TT00200Deputy Damien English: Deputies received a letter telling them it has been done.

21/06/2022TT00300Deputy Paul Murphy: It has not been done.

21/06/2022TT00400Deputy Damien English: We are implementing the changes Deputies suggested.

21/06/2022TT00500Deputy Paul Murphy: The Government is implementing the changes we suggested.

21/06/2022TT00600Deputy Damien English: Most of them.  Deputies got a communication regarding the 
Health and Safety Authority.

21/06/2022TT00700Deputy Paul Murphy: We got a letter.  It did not state it was being done.

21/06/2022TT00800Deputy Damien English: Read it again�

21/06/2022TT00900Deputy Paul Murphy: Was this a few months ago?

21/06/2022TT01000Deputy Damien English: It was only about two weeks ago.

21/06/2022TT01100Deputy Paul Murphy: We have not got that.  It has not appeared on my desk.

21/06/2022TT01200Deputy Damien English: Check it again.

21/06/2022TT01300Deputy Paul Murphy: Okay.  I will keep talking because if I say something, the Minister 
of State says it has been done.  Can we please nationalise the private hospitals?  Has the Gov-
ernment decided to do that?  No.  I will check and, if these things are being implemented, that 
will obviously be excellent news because we need to put these measures in place.  I will find 
this letter.  I was absent due to Covid for the past couple of weeks so it is possible it came in.  I 
will look for it.  I will leave it there.  I wish the people of Navan and the surrounding areas very 
well in their struggle to keep their hospital.

21/06/2022TT01400Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I move amendment No. 1 to amendment No. 1:

To delete all words from “notes that” down to and including “could be considered” and 
substitute the following:

“calls for:

— the Government to end plans to close the ED in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan;

— the Government to remove the policy within Securing the Future of Smaller 
Hospitals: A Framework for Development to downgrade Our Lady’s Hospital, Na-



21 June 2022

951

van from a level 3 hospital to a level 2 hospital; and

— the necessary investment to be made by the HSE to restore acute surgical ser-
vices in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan in order to provide a safe service to the 200,000 
people living in Co. Meath”

There is a palpable sense of anger in County Meath at present regarding the Government 
and HSE plan to shut down Navan accident and emergency department.  That department is 
without doubt the most important piece of health infrastructure we have.  For us, it is a life-
and-death issue.  I attended the discussion on the future of Navan’s accident and emergency 
department in the Department of Health last Monday.  I was shocked, and the Minister must 
have had a sense of shock as well, because in all the presentations we received from the HSE 
on that day, no reference was made to overcrowding.  The context of the crisis engulfing the 
accident and emergency system in this country was never mentioned.  It is incomprehensible 
that the Government would consider closing our accident and emergency department at a time 
of record waiting times.

The HSE figures show that people are waiting up to 12 hours in Drogheda’s accident and 
emergency department.  At Connolly Hospital Blanchardstown just before Christmas, the staff 
had to come out on a picket due to the overcrowding conditions they were enduring in their 
accident and emergency department.  The Mater Hospital, Dublin, and the Regional Hospital 
Mullingar have asked patients not to arrive in their accident and emergency departments due 
to overcrowding.  Last week, 546 people were on trolleys throughout the State and that is in 
the middle of summer.  At the meeting last Monday - I was amazed by the sentence - I heard 
the HSE state that people keep turning up at accident and emergency departments.  Orthopae-
dic treatment and elective surgery in the hospital at Navan were suspended during the winter 
months because of the pressure on its accident and emergency.  It is unbelievable the Govern-
ment is seeking to close an emergency department that was overcrowded just a few months ago.

I have no faith in the HSE.  I am told to have faith but it is impossible to do so.  These are 
the people who closed the emergency departments in Ennis and Nenagh hospitals.  These are 
the people who made the decisions that are precipitating the crisis in UHL at present.  Under 
their stewardship, and this is very important, adverse incidents have jumped from 79,000 in 
2017 to 105,000 just last year.  That is an increase of 32% in the number of people who have 
suffered due to mistakes in clinical care.  Extreme incidents, which include death and perma-
nent incapacity, rose from 375 people in 2017 to 579 people just last year.  The main cause, 
and this is crucial, is the fact the staff the Minister manages and is in charge of are under such 
extraordinary pressure.

Information I have received through a parliamentary question to the Minister has shown that 
if Navan accident and emergency is closed, it would push thousands of patients from a hospi-
tal group, Ireland East Hospital Group, with a lower level of adverse incidents into the RCSI 
Hospital Group, which has the highest level of adverse incidents in the country.  I asked HIQA 
whether it has ever carried out an investigation into this; it said “No”.  I have asked HIQA if it 
has ever carried out an investigation into the effects of the closure of an accident and emergency 
department on patient outcomes.  It has said “No”.  This is because we do not do investigations 
in this country into decisions made by senior HSE staff or Ministers that have enormous reper-
cussions on the lives of people in this country.

The HSE is proposing a replacement for Navan, namely, a GP referral medical assessment 
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unit, MAU.  It states it will be a 24-hour service.  How in the name of God can it be when GP of-
fices close at 6 p.m. and when North-East Doctor on Call stated it would not accept patients who 
would normally have been dealt with by Our Lady’s Hospital in Navan?  The idea that it will 
be 24 hours is absolute nonsense.  I will direct this key point to the Minister of State because he 
knows it as well as anybody else; it is nearly impossible as a person new to the county to get a 
GP.  People are going to Dublin and elsewhere to get GPs.  If someone wants an appointment 
with a GP, it could take up a fortnight to obtain one.  Does anybody in their right mind think that 
a person suffering an emergency, or an accident or ill health, will ring his or her GP and wait for 
a fortnight to get a referral to an MAU?  It will not happen.  People will circumvent the MAU 
and go straight to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda.

I draw the Minister’s attention a report published by the HSE a number of years ago.  The re-
port in question is available on Lenus and states that the new regional hospital should go to Na-
van because of the burgeoning population there.  The HSE spent millions on that report and it is 
now pegging it into the bin.  In late 2010, the Minister of State, Deputy English, and five other 
Fine Gael representatives stood outside the hospital in Navan and promised that a new regional 
hospital would be built in five years.  It is nowhere to be seen.  Mr. Thomas Lynch promised in 
front of 10,000 people at a march in Navan that he and Fianna Fáil would protect the accident 
and emergency department.  He is now making arguments in public for the closure of that de-
partment.  I will mention the Sinn Féin Private Members’ motion.  It is not strong enough.  It 
studiously avoids calling on the Government not to close Navan accident and emergency.

I am proud to have been chair of the hospital campaign for the past ten years.  We will not 
give up.  We will fight for the retention.  We will bring thousands of people onto the streets on 
9 July.  If the emergency department closes, it will cost significantly in human terms but it will 
also cost in political terms.  There is no Fianna Fáil or Fine Gael Deputy in Roscommon.  That 
should be remembered when Deputies vote.

21/06/2022TT01500Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: On Monday, 28 June 2010, around-the-clock emergency ser-
vices ended at Louth County Hospital in Dundalk.  The emergency department closed and 
was replaced by a minor injuries unit.  At the time, that meant patients in the north- and mid-
Louth area who got chest pains or abdominal pains, or were involved in road accidents, had 
pregnancy-related conditions and more, would have to pass Louth County Hospital in Dundalk 
to get treatment in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda.  From that day on, the minor 
injuries unit opened from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week for patients who presented with 
non-emergency conditions, and people with strokes and other rehabilitation needs could use the 
35 remaining beds, which were known as step-down beds.  In February 2010, the HSE stated 
that Louth County Hospital was changing but not closing, but the opening of a new emergency 
department and medical assessment unit at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital paved the way for the 
closure of the 24-hour accident and emergency department in Louth County Hospital and the 
transfer of acute medical services to Drogheda.

The same situation is now happening in Our Lady’s Hospital in Navan.  On Monday, 13 
June, it was reported that the emergency department in Our Lady’s Hospital in Navan is to be 
closed and replaced by a medical assessment unit.  Emergency patients were informed they 
should go to other hospitals and that 80% of the people who go to the emergency department in 
Navan would continue to be treated in that hospital.  It was also stated that the hospital did not 
meet safe clinical standards for some patients.  These are mixed messages.

On Tuesday, 14 June, the Minister stated that no decision regarding the HSE’s proposal for 
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the transition of the emergency department at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, had been granted 
by the Government.  He also stated that the HSE had clinical concerns about safety and that the 
ability of people in the Navan area to access emergency and urgent care would need to be fully 
addressed before any proposed transition by the HSE took place.  On the same day, the Tánaiste 
stated that the Government had not sanctioned the closure of the emergency department at Na-
van.  It is no wonder that people in Navan and its surrounding areas are confused.  These are 
mixed messages.  What is happening is similar to the situation at Louth County Hospital, with 
tens of thousands of people marching and people talking about all of the lives that have been 
saved at the hospital and its excellent staff.

At the moment, all roads seem to be heading towards Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in 
Drogheda.  I must pay tribute to its staff for turning the hospital around.  In recent years, it used 
to be at the top of the list of overcrowded hospitals in the country.  Now, it is one of the best 
performing and busiest hospitals in the country.  It has 14-hour waiting lists and patients there 
receive a high standard of care, but I fear that, given the extra catchment area and the current 
resources and staffing, the position could get worse.  I am concerned by the population covered 
and the level of investment.  The Government promises plenty of money but none of it seems 
to land.  The situation in Navan should not be used for political point scoring.

I have always said that your health is your wealth.  Please, let us all work together and stop 
sending different signals.  Let us consider the patient and what is best for everyone.  The com-
munication lines have been dreadful.  Both the HSE and the Government are sending the wrong 
signals.  The HSE says that it has concerns about the safety of the emergency department at 
Navan.  This is a bad signal to send at a time when all health services are under pressure and 
concerns about additional capacity at other hospitals and the ability of people in the Navan area 
to access emergency and urgent care have not been addressed.

This situation has been ongoing for years.  The Minister has let the people of Meath and 
surrounding areas down.  He promised for years to meet them, but when he met them, he gave 
them bad news.  I personally believe that he did not have the balls to do that on day one.  Please, 
sit down with the relevant people, sort the situation out and look after people’s health.

21/06/2022UU00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Next is the Rural Independent Group, with five Deputies 
sharing time.

21/06/2022UU00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: I compliment the Deputies who proposed this motion.  We have 
seen what happened in Monaghan, Ennis and Nenagh.  Ministers act as if they are bystanders at 
a wake.  All they are missing is the snuff.  They might make the caointe cáin.  The Minister of 
State, Deputy Butler, allowed a wonderful hospital in Carrick-on-Suir to be closed in the middle 
of Covid - it was used for Covid - and denied the people of her own area, but she will have to 
deal with them at the ballot box.  I do not know what to say to the Minister.  I always said that 
the previous Minister, Deputy Harris, would go down in history as the worst Minister for Health 
ever, but Deputy Stephen Donnelly is surpassing him by the hour.  He is inept.

The HSE is out of control.  Former taoisigh, Mr. Bertie Ahern and Mr. Brian Cowen, told 
me that they were going to disband the HSE.  No one in the Government has the gumption to 
do it.  The HSE is out of control.  The Government might as well be rubbing Vaseline to you 
know where on a sow.  The HSE does not care about or respect the Government.  It does not 
respect the patients or elected representatives.  Community nurses, who do a fabulous job in my 
area, are being moved around for the second time in three years out of fear that they might get 
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to know the people or start feeling empathy towards them.  It is blackguarding of good, hon-
est workers.  Then there are the people in the layers of bureaucracy who are missing in action, 
MIA.  We can see what is happening in Limerick.  When Nenagh, St. John’s and Ennis hospitals 
are closed, all of the people will be pushed into Limerick.  It will be catastrophic.

I spoke to Mr. Jonathan Irwin today - a campaigner for sick children, today is his 81st birth-
day and I wish him well - to see what was happening with the children’s hospital.  Tá sé imithe.  
It cannot be seen above ground.  It will cost more than €2 billion now, but those opposite will 
rub their hands in glee and get their pensions, and to hell with the people.  I remind them that, 
under the Constitution, they are elected to represent the people, not conglomerates.

21/06/2022UU00400Deputy Michael Collins: My colleagues in the Rural Independent Group and I demand that 
the Government retain accident and emergency services at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan fully.  
We also demand that the Minister for Health immediately remove any reference to the closure 
of these services from the small hospitals framework.

I know exactly how the people of Navan feel.  Just last year, I had to drag the Government 
through the gutter to keep services at Bantry General Hospital open to the public.  A crisis that 
was flagged well in advance arose when the hospital had no anaesthetist cover.  The people of 
Bandon, Clonakilty, Dunmanway, Skibbereen, Mizen Head, Sheep’s Head, Beara Peninsula 
and parts of west Kerry were left in a scandalous way.  I have no doubt that if not for people 
power last year, the hospital would have been downgraded.  Bantry General Hospital is one of 
the best hospitals of its type in the country and I thank our staff for making it the best.  Without 
them, we would have nothing.  It is sad to think that, if we do not keep our eye on the ball, cuts 
will be made.  Consider the endoscopy unit at Bantry hospital.  There were promises after prom-
ises.  If we had a block laid for every promise, the unit would have been built ten times over.  I 
promise the people of Bantry that I will keep the Government accountable until the work on the 
endoscopy unit begins.

I urge the politicians as well as the public who are served by Navan hospital to fight tooth 
and nail.  If they accept the closure or downgrading of services, which many people did in west 
Cork until I launched the Save Bantry Hospital campaign, they will be closed or downgraded.  
Consider the fight that we put up for funding for Clonakilty Community Hospital to bring it 
up to HIQA standards.  That is a right that the people of Clonakilty and the great hospital staff 
serving them should have, but I needed to drag and kick successive Governments into provid-
ing funding to get it across the line.  Hospitals can be the gold standard.  We have that in Schull 
community hospital, for which we fought and fundraised.  Credit is due to the former Minister, 
Dr. James Reilly, who delivered the funds to give us a state-of-the-art hospital after others and 
I met him many years ago.  The hospital is getting glowing reports from HIQA.  I thank the 
hospital’s management and staff for their professionalism down the years and for working with 
the public on making it the leading community hospital in the country.

I wish the Minister of State, Deputy Butler, would listen to me.  She was in Bantry last week 
but turned her back on the ordinary people by not even inviting me.  Now she is talking while I 
am trying to discuss this urgent matter.

21/06/2022UU00500Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I welcome this motion on Navan hospital, but I am dev-
astated and heartbroken for the people of Limerick, Clare, Tipperary and north Kerry.  The 
manner in which they and staff have been treated by the management of UHL is shocking.  Last 
Friday’s HIQA report on UHL confirmed everything that we in the Rural Independent Group 
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had highlighted in the Dáil about overcrowding on trolleys in corridors, but the management 
structure is where the failure lies.  Why did HIQA take so long to come on board?  The Minister 
carried out a surprise visit to the hospital, yet he found nothing wrong.  HIQA responds to inci-
dents that are reported by line managers, doctors and other professionals, but serious incidents 
at UHL were not reported in the national incident management system, NIMS.  Why was this 
the case?  This is where the problem lies.  Incidents there were not reported by the line manag-
ers.  That is why HIQA took so long to figure out what was wrong there.  Under UHL’s man-
agement structure, people were silenced and had to sign non-disclosure agreements to cover up 
the incidents.  That is why HIQA was not involved for so long.  Now, I need the Minister’s help 
to ensure that the management of UHL steps down immediately and an investigation is put in 
place.  Given that the management put so many people in harm’s way, cases should be taken 
against its members through the courts if they are deemed negligent for what they have done to 
the people of Limerick, Clare, Tipperary and north Kerry.

21/06/2022UU00600Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I support this sound motion from Sinn Féin.  Speaking on 
behalf of the Rural Independent Group, we demand the full retention by the Government of 
accident and emergency services at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan.  I am grateful to Sinn Féin for 
again giving us an opportunity to debate the important issue of health.

It is annoying for the Opposition that the Minister is doing everything in the world except 
listening.  Last week, he did nothing to endear himself to anyone, including his colleagues, 
when he did not keep to the practice.  All members of the Government seem to be doing it now, 
with Ministers going around the country and believing it is okay to march into a county without 
informing their colleagues, with whom they are supposed to be working in conjunction.  Even 
though the Minister is in government, he is supposed to be listening to and working with the 
people in opposition.  If what is happening is nothing else, it is the height of bad manners.  The 
Minister is not the only one doing it.  He and other Ministers are going around and not inform-
ing representatives who are working on behalf of the people in their constituencies.  All it would 
involve would be a simple email.  In Jackie Healy-Rae’s time when he was in the Dáil, God be 
good to him, a Minister would not go anywhere without notifying everyone about what he or 
she was doing because that was the proper thing to do.  Enough about that.

I want to highlight what is happening in County Kerry.  Over the past ten days, I have been 
monitoring what has been happening in the accident and emergency department in University 
Hospital Kerry closely.  Up until a couple of hours ago, I was speaking to people in manage-
ment there to find out what is happening.  They are at crisis and breaking point.  They are doing 
everything they can to deal with the amount of people who are going in there.  Their kindness, 
work ethic and ability to do their jobs is second to none but they need more management and 
resources and they are not getting it.  Animals can get better and quicker treatment than people 
can now, and that is a fact.

21/06/2022VV00200Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: I also thank Deputy Guirke and Sinn Féin for giving us this 
opportunity to talk about our regional hospitals.  I concur with everyone else here in asking that 
Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and its accident and emergency department be kept open because 
it is most important.  As Deputy Michael Healy-Rae stated, our accident and emergency depart-
ment at University Hospital Kerry in Tralee is clogged up day after day.  We have highlighted 
this here so many times, and the same thing is still happening.  Even today we are hearing that 
there are 21 people on trolleys and last Thursday and Friday 17 people were on trolleys.  That 
is not good enough.  No mention is made of the number of people who are waiting on chairs.  
When they run out of trolleys, people are put on chairs and they are not counted at all for some 
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reason or another but they are human beings.  When they get sick they go to hospital and they 
need attention, which they are not getting.  I am glad to take the calls I get on this at 10 p.m. or 
11 p.m. from an 89-year-old or a 91-year-old woman or man on a trolley and their families are 
so concerned.  They often say that maybe they should not have taken them into the hospital at 
all because at least they would be in bed at home.  That is not good enough.

We have to increase capacity and the number of workers.  I compliment the workers in Uni-
versity Hospital Kerry and in our community hospitals throughout the county, like Kenmare 
Community Hospital, Killarney Community Hospital and Bantry General Hospital, where we 
also go.  I compliment the workers on the service we get from them when they are under so 
much pressure.  The Government has to wake up.  We need to increase capacity at University 
Hospital Kerry.  We are waiting for consultants and we cannot get nurses.  Why is it that we 
cannot recruit consultants, nurses or staff in University Hospital Kerry and yet Cork University 
Hospital and the bigger hospitals have no problem in doing so?  Is it the way the HSE is not 
offering them enough?  Then we heard this morning that HSE officials or consultants are get-
ting €700,000 per year.  There is no man or woman in this country or in any part of the world 
worth that kind of money.  The Government has to wake up.  That would comfortably employ 
12 people but to give it to one person is ridiculous.

21/06/2022VV00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am wide awake, and we are over time.

21/06/2022VV00400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: I am sorry.

21/06/2022VV00500Deputy Michael McNamara: I thank Sinn Féin for tabling this motion.  I partially heard 
the Minister’s response to it.  What I heard was slightly surprising in that, on the one hand, the 
Minister accused Sinn Féin of playing politics and not going with the clinical advice and, on the 
other hand, it appeared that he overruled the clinical advice and said they were not going ahead 
as previously planned.

UHL and what can go wrong have been brought up on a number of occasions.  The clinical 
advice at the time was that we needed to consolidate the provision of emergency medicine at 
UHL, and that is what was done.  On 15 March, there was a surprise visit by HIQA to the hospi-
tal.  That was not the first surprise visit; there was one back in 2014 since that consolidation of 
emergency services was done and a damning report was provided by HIQA back then.  Rather 
a lot has happened since.  A new accident and emergency department has been built, kitted out 
and staffed.  There was a surprise visit to the department on 15 March last.  Notwithstanding 
that, not a lot has changed.  It was a damning report.  I see the Minister nodding in agreement.  
I have not heard the Minister comment on it yet but I expect that I will hear him do so.  More 
than the Minister commenting on it, I expect to see something happen at UHL because it is in-
adequate.  I cannot go into the matter any further.

I have accompanied elderly and vulnerable relatives to the hospital and, like many people 
across Clare, you pray and hope they will not have an accident and be brought there or end their 
days in there.  The HIQA report stated that the hospital failed to provide dignity to patients.  
Everybody wants dignity as a patient but that is especially true for an elderly person in their 
last moments.  They want dignity, and it is not being provided there.  I had an elderly relative 
who had a fall in a healthcare setting and an ambulance was being brought.  I begged them not 
to bring an ambulance and I had to sign forms so that they would not be brought to UHL.  In-
stead, I bundled that person, who had lost their mobility, into a car and brought them to another 
healthcare setting and, thankfully, they received the care they needed.  If they had been brought 
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to UHL, they would have sat in a wheelchair or on a trolley in overcrowded conditions, with the 
attendant risk that they would get an infection - and this was pre Covid - because hospitals are 
places where, inevitably, despite the best efforts of everybody, people are sick.  If you are there 
waiting for a long period, you have an increased likelihood of at least encountering an infection 
there.  That is not something that would worry me terribly on my behalf because I hope I am 
reasonably healthy but when you have an elderly person whose immune system is inevitably 
compromised by the conditions that beset them it is a different environment and it is not safe.

This is being visited upon the people of Navan now.  I do now know whether the accident 
and emergency department in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, is perfect.  It probably is not and I 
know the clinical director has recommended that the move take place.  For God’s sake, let that 
move not take place until there is adequate and sufficient capacity in Our Lady of Lourdes Hos-
pital in Drogheda.  I heard Deputies who represent Navan say that, and I have heard Deputies 
who represent Drogheda, including Deputy Nash, say that.  That is exactly what happened in 
Limerick.  I will not recite the HIQA report.  I know the Minister has read it.  The report refers 
to: “Circumstances such as the hospital being the only Model 4 hospital in the Midwest region, 
combined with the hospital experiencing unprecedented numbers of presentations of COV-
ID-19 and non COVID-19 cases to the emergency department.”  One of the factors, which is 
repeated throughout the HIQA report, is the fact that it is the only model 4 hospital in the region.

I appreciate that it is clinically recommended that accident and emergency department con-
sultants, doctors and nurses have to see a large number of patients to keep their skills up and it 
is not considered best practice to have small accident and emergency departments where there 
are small numbers going through.  I appreciate all of that but the alternative we have put in 
place in Ireland, of which UHL is an example, is not best practice either because it was found 
that the consistent overcrowding there poses a risk to patients.  It is not that the staff in there are 
reckless or that they are not doing the best they can; it is simply that the overcrowding poses a 
risk.  While there is a risk for patients from being in a small emergency department like in Our 
Lady’s Hospital, Navan, or in Ennis General Hospital, when it was there, there is equally a risk 
when the alternative is massive overcrowding.

What is going to be done about UHL?  I asked the Taoiseach if he was going to take re-
sponsibility for remedying this into his Department and if not, what would be done to ensure 
the situation in Limerick would be remedied.  I know he is not here to defend himself but the 
Minister for Health is here as is the Minister of State, Deputy Butler, so either of them can 
defend him.  His response was highly disingenuous.  He said the HSE is responsible for the 
delivery and operation of health services and that the capacity is not there for any Department, 
including the Taoiseach’s Department, to begin to run hospitals.  I was not for a moment sug-
gesting the Taoiseach go in and manage UHL, or that either of the Ministers present or anybody 
in the Department of Health do so.  I was requesting that a commitment be given to provide the 
resources required to bring the capacity up to what is needed because that HIQA report talked 
about the lack of capacity in UHL throughout.  I was also requesting that management be put in 
place that can manage the existing capacity because that was the other part of the report.  The 
part of the report which is as worrying to me is the damning indictment of the current manage-
ment in UHL.  It does not give me any pleasure to say it is an indictment, but it is.  To hear the 
clinical director coming out talking nonsense on the airwaves is an insult to people whose fam-
ily members are in there and to people who contact me and every Teachta Dála in the mid-west 
region to complain about what is going on there.  It is an insult to HIQA and to people’s com-
mon sense.  They are excuses one would say were pathetic from a politician, much less from 
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a clinical director of a model 4 hospital.  I am sorry but they are inadequate and if they had a 
shred of honour they would fall on their swords after a report like this.  It is not good enough.  If, 
as a clinical director, one cannot stand over the standard of healthcare being provided in one’s 
hospital, surely one has a duty to highlight that publicly and walk away if it is not addressed, 
but neither is happening at the moment.  There seems to be collusion between management in 
UHL, the HSE and the Government whereby they pass the buck, blame one another and say 
“It’s not my problem that the Government did not give me capacity”, “It’s not my problem that 
UHL management aren’t doing a bit better” and so on.  Ultimately, it is my problem and that of 
my constituents.

I am one of 160 people who can vote for a Government here.  The buck has to stop some-
where.  If it does not stop with the Department of Health and is not its problem, then it be-
comes the Minister’s problem because he is democratically accountable to 159 others and we 
are democratically accountable for the provision of Government services in our areas.  I do 
not want to personalise it because the Minister did not create the problem in UHL.  Maybe he 
could manage it.  After all, he has management experience, but he has another job, which is to 
be Minister for Health.  It is his responsibility and that of the Government to put management 
systems in place, make sure existing capacity is properly utilised.  Subject to the availability of 
national resources generally, and it seems that UHL is under-resourced compared with compa-
rable hospitals around the country and healthcare generally is under-resourced in the mid-west 
compared with other regions, it is the Minister’s responsibility to put resources in place for a 
decent standard of healthcare�

I will vote with the Opposition on this.  There is a slim likelihood I will ever end up in hospi-
tal in Navan or Drogheda but I do not want to see anybody witness the chaos I have witnessed or 
to be afraid that their relatives will be brought to hospital.  It is unnecessary given the resources 
at our disposal in this State�

21/06/2022WW00200Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment(Deputy 
Damien English): I am glad to have a chance to say a few words in relation to Navan hospital, 
which we are all proud of and lucky to have in Navan.  As a Navan person who attended the 
hospital many times in my years growing up, I have no doubt that we are lucky to have it and 
it has saved thousands of lives.  The people in it are excellent and provide a top-class service in 
many areas.  However, we have to have an honest debate about our hospital.  People ask if we 
are concerned.  Of course I am concerned for Navan hospital.  I want the best services in Meath, 
in Navan and for the people I represent, and to be honest with them.  I commend the motion 
because it asks for the best health service.  It has not gone overly political in terms of emotion.  
Some speeches around it might be different but the ask is the same as what Senator Cassells, the 
Minister, Deputy McEntee, the Minister of State, Deputy Byrne, and I want.  We want the best 
health service for the people we represent, both in government and opposition.  I have always 
held that view, in government and opposition, and will not change it.

We have to tease through what is the best for Navan and the people we represent in Meath.  
They want the best service, including my family who have gone there for years at all ages look-
ing for service.  The staff that work there provide a top-class service.  The debate has to be based 
on medical evidence.  It is not about politics or marches.  We must listen to both sides because 
there is medical opinion on both sides.  Let us have that honest debate and honest conversation.  
I thank the Minister, Deputy Stephen Donnelly, for stepping in on more than one occasion to 
pause these proposals and say “No.  Let’s tease this out.  Let’s work this out first of all.  Let’s 
see is it genuinely the right proposal or is it not.”  As a Teachta Dála and Minister of State for 
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the area, I have many questions I want to be answered and teased out.  I want assurances on 
capacity and everything else.  We will tease them out.

21/06/2022WW00300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: When?

21/06/2022WW00400Deputy Damien English: I also recognise there are medical suggestions here and people 
telling us differently.  I listened to Gerry McEntee.  Most of the Teachtaí Dála here last week 
listened to him.  Most people believed him and were concerned.  We will all differ on what the 
solutions are.  I will differ with Gerry McEntee on some of that and row with him, but I do not 
doubt his medical opinion and his concerns for people going there.  We have to work out the 
best way to address those concerns.

The hospital is not closing and will not close.  It is a top asset.  It is a national and local asset 
and we are proud of it.  I would never let it close.  There is a proposal on the table which would 
change the accident and emergency department if it is let happen.  Three previous Ministers 
and the current Minister have said over the last ten years, my term in government, that it can-
not happen until we work this out to see if it is the right thing to do and if the capacity is there.  
Previous Governments have said the capacity is not elsewhere so it cannot change.

21/06/2022WW00500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: How did it take ten years to ask that question?

21/06/2022WW00600Deputy Damien English: On numerous occasions we have said “No” to the HSE.  These 
proposals are not new.  They have changed but over many years we have always said “No” and 
that the place is not ready for it yet.  That conversation is still going on.  There is extra capacity 
in Drogheda.  We have to ask ourselves if that is enough.  I am not convinced it is enough to deal 
with the patients who might not be able to go to Navan accident and emergency department.  
Let us work that out.

There are a couple of things I want to see clarified.  First, is there capacity, as in beds, staff, 
doctors, nurses?  Are they elsewhere to take the 2,000 to 3,000 patients that Gerry McEntee, as 
the lead clinician, and many others are concerned about in Navan?

21/06/2022WW00700Deputy Peadar Tóibín: If there is overcrowding-----

21/06/2022WW00800Deputy Damien English: Second, can we address the risk concerns in Navan by investing 
in Navan?  Let us fully tease out and analyse that.  We are all naturally biased.  As a Navan 
Teachta Dála, I want Navan hospital to be the best.  Can we address the concerns or can we not?  
If we cannot, is the capacity elsewhere to take our patients or are we only transferring the risk 
from one place to another?  It is likewise if there are to be changes and we are convinced that is 
the right thing to do.  I look at the GPs today who wrote to us.  GPs who in the past said “No” 
are now saying it is the right thing to do.

21/06/2022WW00900Deputy Peadar Tóibín: No�

21/06/2022WW01000Deputy Damien English: These are GPs I have listened to for a long number of years, as 
has Deputy Tóibín.

21/06/2022WW01100Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I spoke to him yesterday and he said invest in it to save it.

21/06/2022WW01200Deputy Damien English: Sorry, Chair, can I finish my contribution here?  There are GPs 
saying it is right and GPs saying it is wrong.  Let us tease this through.  We want to make the 
right decision.  Most of us in here want to do the right thing for health, not for politics.  Is the 
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capacity elsewhere?  Is the ambulance service in place to accommodate this?  Will it ever be in 
place?  Have we got guarantees as to what the ambulance cover will be?  Are the extra ambu-
lances and personnel, including paramedics, in place and ready?  We need guarantees about the 
future of other services in Navan hospital, orthopaedic service and so on.  Is there investment 
guaranteed to do that?  We have to have guarantees we will not be like Limerick, Roscommon, 
Mallow or any place that had to wait to get services.  We know what happened with Dundalk 
and Drogheda.  That cannot happen again.  It is about timing.  Behind all that, we have to work 
out if this is right.  Let us have the medical conversation and listen to those who look after our 
patients, not the politicians but the doctors, both those who are for and against.  Then we will 
be able to make a proper informed decision.

21/06/2022WW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I acknowledge 
the input of all Deputies to this debate.  I know there is a shared concern to ensure patients in 
Meath, the north east or any part of the country can access the services they need.  That is a core 
element of the planning for any potential reconfiguration at Navan.  More widely, access and 
quality are core to the Government’s unprecedented investment in the health system.

Patient safety is at the heart of the changes proposed for Navan.  The main goal of the pro-
posed reconfiguration plan is to change the service delivery model in Navan to one that delivers 
safe, appropriate, patient-focused and cost-effective care.  The proposed plans put emphasis 
on safer services, timely access to appropriate care and improving patient experiences of care 
through the development of integrated care with general practitioners and community health 
partners.  The hospital will see a greater integration of services with a level 4 hospital within 
the current Ireland East Hospital Group.  All of this will make the hospital in Navan safer, 
busier and more efficient in delivering more appropriate care to patients in line with Sláintecare, 
whose vision is the right care at the right time in the right place.

However, as the Minister, Deputy Donnelly, alluded to, these changes can be the cause of 
great concern.  That is particularly true at a time when our hospital system is under intense 
pressure.  In view of that pressure, it is important we recognise the extraordinary dedication 
and professionalism of our healthcare workers, who continue to deliver fantastic care to their 
patients.  It is also important to set out the crucial work under way in the HSE to address 
the challenges we currently face.  However, at the outset, I want to acknowledge the distress 
overcrowded emergency departments can cause to patients, their families and front-line staff 
working in very challenging conditions in hospitals.  Emergency departments are extremely 
busy.  Too many patients are waiting on trolleys.  The Minister has been very clear this is not 
acceptable.  I assure the House this is an absolute priority for the Minister, the Department of 
Health and the HSE�

We have seen a welcome reduction in the number of Covid-positive patients in hospital but, 
since the end of May, the numbers have been rising again and the ongoing requirement to pro-
vide separate Covid-19 and non-Covid-19 pathways continues to put pressure on the capacity 
and operation of emergency departments across the health system.  In this context, the Minister 
has requested the HSE to develop comprehensive plans to include short-term and long-term 
measures to be taken nationally and in each emergency department and community healthcare 
organisation to ensure sustainable improvements in emergency department performance.  The 
Minister and the Department of Health are working closely with the HSE on developing these 
plans, which will be published in due course.

With regard to concerns about the impacts of changes at Navan and in other hospitals, and 
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in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in particular, it is important to recall there has been very sig-
nificant capital investment in hospitals in the north east totalling almost €100 million.  Of this, 
approximately €62 million has been invested in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.  In addition to 
the construction, fit-out and equipping of a new suite of five theatres, the capital funding pro-
vided has allowed for an expansion of the emergency department at that hospital.  This includes 
reconfiguration of the existing emergency department, an equipping of the surgical ward, the 
construction of a new ward block and the purchase and installation of a second CT scanner.  
Eighty-four beds have opened and a further ten general medical beds are being put in place 
along with two additional ICU beds being transferred from Navan.

Notwithstanding all of that, the Minister has made it very clear that, for any proposal to be 
considered, he would need to be satisfied on several levels.  He would need to be satisfied in 
respect of the legitimate questions raised by Oireachtas Members on issues, including access to 
medical assessment units, the capacity of the National Ambulance Service, local access to GPs, 
emergency and other resources available in Drogheda, the use of injury units and more.  The 
Minister, Deputy Donnelly, has met with senior clinicians from Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda, who have informed him they do not currently have the resources adequately to take 
on the several thousand extra patients who would visit the emergency department if this recon-
figuration were to go ahead.  For all of these reasons, the Minister has instructed the HSE to 
pause the proposed reconfiguration at Navan to allow for meaningful consultation.

21/06/2022XX00200Deputy Pauline Tully: A large proportion of the people who live in the part of my constitu-
ency that is in north Meath, including in Drumcondra and Kilmainhamwood, and in parts of 
east Cavan avail of the services of Navan hospital but, unfortunately, successive governments 
have been attempting to shut down the service in Navan for years under the small hospitals 
framework.  This has resulted in a lack of investment in emergency and critical services in 
the hospital despite the significant increase in the population of Meath during this time.  This 
should sound familiar to many on the Government benches because it is exactly the same sce-
nario that occurred with the downgrading of services in Monaghan Hospital in 2009 after years 
of community opposition and when Fianna Fáil and the Green Party were in power.  Fine Gael 
has been in power since 2011 and there has certainly been no rollback or reversal in the policy 
of downgrading local hospitals.  The downgrading of Monaghan Hospital had an obvious det-
rimental effect on the people living in Monaghan but it also had an extremely negative indirect 
spillover effect on hospital services in Cavan and Drogheda, both of which had to deal with a 
massive increase in patient numbers without the proportional investment needed to ensure safe 
continuity of services.

One of the arguments made in a Government report at the time of the downgrading of 
Monaghan Hospital was that local hospitals were not generating enough emergency work to 
justify a full team of consultants on the doorstep.  It instead recommended a new regional hos-
pital to be located in the southern part of the north east.  Ironically, the location for this was 
to be Navan.  Some 13 years later, there has still been no new regional hospital built in Navan 
or anywhere else to service the north east, the services in Monaghan have been downgraded 
and it is now proposed to downgrade services in Navan.  This cannot be allowed to take place 
again.  It would be devastating for the people of Meath and would also, once again, have major 
repercussions for services in Cavan and Drogheda.  What is needed instead of the continued 
downgrading of local hospitals is investment in our public health services.  The people of Meath 
have been battling for more than a decade to save their hospital services.  It is time for the 
Government to commit to protecting and enhancing emergency and critical services at Navan 
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hospital and in the wider north-eastern region.

21/06/2022XX00300Deputy Martin Browne: The disjointed approach towards the accident and emergency 
unit in Navan hospital sums up the misdirected approach the Department and the HSE takes 
towards the provision of emergency care.  The Government has been attempting to shut down 
the service in Nenagh for years under the small hospitals framework.  The Minister of State, 
Deputy English, asked us to listen to doctors and experts.  The Government has had 11 years 
and nothing has moved.  It needs to start listening.  People in my constituency, especially those 
who avail of health services provided by University Hospital Limerick’s emergency depart-
ment, know only too well what the consequences of this can be.  A fateful thing happened in 
2009 when the 24-hour emergency department in Nenagh Hospital was ended with promises 
of a centre of excellence in Limerick.  What do we have today under the Minister’s watch?  We 
have chaos.  He talks about us playing politics with this matter but we are not.  We are telling the 
truth about what is actually happening out there.  I disagree with one thing Deputy McNamara 
said.  The buck does stop with the Minister as far as I am concerned.

The emergency department in Limerick serves an area from Laragh to Lahinch and, ac-
cording to HIQA, it was the second busiest emergency department in 2021, although it had the 
second lowest bed stock among model 4 hospitals.  In April, patients over the age of 75 had an 
average wait time before admission at the accident and emergency department of just over 22 
hours.  Adults are regularly left queueing outside and HIQA has said the emergency department 
is not compliant with patient safety and dignity standards or with workforce capacity standards.  
I will also point out that the latest HIQA report on University Hospital Limerick notes a num-
ber of times that there is no model 3 hospital in the University Limerick Hospitals Group.  The 
report states this contrasts with the structure of other hospital groups in Ireland.  We need more 
than this and Nenagh has an important role to play.  I would like to hear the Minister’s thoughts 
on this�

Ultimately, what we need is a major step change in healthcare.  Sinn Féin has accessible 
proposals as to how to achieve this.  We have a plan, in contrast to the chaos shown by the HSE 
and the Minister.  We do not need to see the hospitals close to Navan buckle under the strain the 
Department and the HSE are brewing up.  Let University Hospital Limerick serve as a lesson.  
We hope the Minister learns that lesson.  I commend Deputy Guirke on bringing this motion.

21/06/2022XX00400Deputy Matt Carthy: It needs to be said that the people of Meath are 100% correct to 
fight for their hospital services and their elected representatives are absolutely correct to bring 
this matter to the floor of the Dáil.  I commend Deputies Guirke and O’Rourke on doing so.  I 
encourage the people of Meath and their representatives to keep fighting and to be extremely 
wary of promises of better services to come at some point in the future because, as someone 
from County Monaghan, I have to say we have heard all this before.  We know what happens 
to commitments given by Fianna Fáil Ministers for Health.  Look at this headline from 2002 
which reads “Minister assures future of Monaghan Hospital”.  Who was that Minister?  It was 
none other than the then Minister for Health and Children, Deputy Micheál Martin.  The article 
says he gave a categorical assurance in Monaghan the previous Tuesday that the future of the 
general hospital was secure.  We are not even allowed to call it a general hospital any more.  It 
is quite right for people to be sceptical because that Minister, Deputy Micheál Martin, and all 
who came after him continued to oversee the downgrading of services in our hospitals, always 
with the promise that better services were to come.  We are still waiting because those better 
services did not come.  The Minister can ask anybody.  I have spoken to people who have driven 
past the gates of Monaghan General Hospital to go into the maelstrom of emergency depart-
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ments at Cavan and Drogheda, sometimes ending up there for hours.  Staff in those hospitals 
are overstressed and overburdened.  The Minister should not dare to say that the removal of 
services from Monaghan hospital or any other place led to better services elsewhere because 
there is no evidence of that�

The sop was that Monaghan was given a minor injuries unit, which is actually a very good 
service, but it only operates five days a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. which is by far the shortest 
opening hours of any minor injuries unit in the State.  If those services were expanded, it would 
actually ease the pressure on GP services, which are extremely stressed, and also on accident 
and emergency services.  When I asked the Minister, Deputy Stephen Donnelly, to ensure the 
expansion of these hours, his response to me was that it is an operational matter and that there 
are no plans to extend the opening hours of the minor injuries unit at Monaghan hospital.  Then 
last week I looked at my local newspaper, which reported a Fianna Fáil Senator having been 
informed that the Minister is willing to engage on extending opening hours at the minor injuries 
unit.  Which is it?  Is it an operational matter or is this Fianna Fáil once again playing politics?  
We will know soon enough because we will know when the vote on this motion takes place.

Any representative from County Meath and the surrounding area who votes for the Govern-
ment amendment knowing the experience in Monaghan and elsewhere, is knowingly voting 
for the removal of services at their local hospital and knowingly voting for increased pressures 
at the emergency department in Drogheda.  Any representative from Cavan or Monaghan who 
votes for the Government amendment is simply showing they have learned nothing from the 
experiences of the people of our county.  Shame on them if they do so.

21/06/2022YY00200Deputy Johnny Guirke: It is very disappointing that the Government will not support our 
motion because by pausing it, all we are doing is kicking the can down the road.  Instead of 
protecting and enhancing emergency and critical care services in Navan, uncertainty will hang 
over the people of Meath for months.  The Minister could have put this to bed tonight by saying 
that he would protect and enhance services at Navan hospital.  The Minister of State, Deputy 
English, said the motion we brought to the floor of the House tonight was a fair one.  I hope he 
will vote for it tomorrow night.

We all know there are safety concerns and those safety concerns need a response.  What is 
proposed will make it worse.  The Minister has said that Sinn Féin others are playing politics.  
That is entirely disingenuous and false.  We are standing by our communities and standing by 
patients.  We want the best outcome for everyone.  We need a plan to protect and enhance emer-
gency services.  Closing services is not a plan; it is the easy option.

The Minister said no decision has been made and that all concerns need to be fully ad-
dressed.  What is the benchmark to be met to address those concerns?  What is the plan?  Quite 
simply, we do not seem to have one.  I encourage everyone to come out on 9 July and support 
the protest in Navan because we need at all costs to keep the emergency department and the 
critical care services in Navan open�

21/06/2022YY00400Acting Chairman (Deputy Alan Dillon): Is amendment No. 1 to amendment No. 1 agreed 
to?

Amendment No. 1 to amendment No. 1 put.

21/06/2022YY00700Deputies: Vótáil.



Dáil Éireann

964

21/06/2022YY00800Acting Chairman (Deputy Alan Dillon): In accordance with Standing Order 80(2), the 
vote is deferred until the weekly division time tomorrow evening.

21/06/2022YY00900Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions

21/06/2022YY01000Reachtaíocht Teanga

21/06/2022YY011001� D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén fáth nár cuireadh tús le feidhm Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 
(Leasú) 2021 go fóill; cén dáta faoina mbeidh feidhm ag an Acht; cén dáta faoina mbeidh an 
Coiste Comhairleach bunaithe; agus cén dáta faoina mbeidh na caighdeáin teanga forordaithe 
de réir an Achta.  [32440/22]

21/06/2022YY01200Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Ba mhaith liom a fhiafraí den Aire cén fáth go bhfuil moill 
le feidhmiú Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), 2021, a ritheadh sa Teach seo roimh Nollaig 
anuraidh agus a sínigh an tUachtarán ar an 21 Nollaig 2021.  Dúradh linn ag an am go mbeadh 
feidhm iomlán leis an reachtaíocht seo agus is léir nach bhfuil.

21/06/2022YY01300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, síníodh Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiú-
la (Leasú), 2021 ina dhlí i mí na Nollag anuraidh.

Ó shin i leith táim féin agus oifigigh mo Roinne ag obair chun feidhm a thabhairt d’fhorálacha 
uile an Achta ar bhonn céimiúil.  Ní gá a rá, dar ndóigh, nach dtarlóidh sé seo thar oíche.  Is tion-
scadal fadtéarmach é seo agus ag croílár na n-iarrachtaí ina leith, beidh taighde cuimsitheach 
le cur i gcrích agus de dheasca an taighde sin beidh plean náisiúnta i leith soláthar seirbhís 
poiblí trí mheán na Gaeilge le forbairt agus le foilsiú.  Is é seo a leanas achoimre ar an méid 
atá déanta ó thaobh fheidhmiú an Achta 2021 go dtí seo.  Tá acmhainní breise faighte agam 
laistigh de leithdháileadh mo Roinne i gcáinaisnéis 2022 chun dlús a chur le cur i bhfeidhm 
na reachtaíochta nua, chomh maith le hacmhainní breise a sholáthar d’Oifig an Choimisinéara 
Teanga i mbliana chun córais mhonatóireachta na hoifige sin a neartú.  Tá earcú na n-acmhainní 
foirne breise seo beagnach críochnaithe ag mo Roinn anois.

Níor mhiste a lua gur togra uile-Rialtais é seo agus go mbeidh dualgais orainn go léir sa 
státchóras trí chéile maidir lena fhorfheidhmiú.  Chuige sin, scríobh mo Roinn chuig com-
hlachtaí poiblí níos luaithe i mbliana chun a n-aird a tharraingt ar an Acht nua agus ar na 
príomhspriocanna atá san áireamh ann.  Ó thaobh feidhme a thabhairt d’fhorálacha sonracha an 
Achta, ba é an phríomhthosaíocht a bhí agam go dtí seo ná an coiste comhairleach um sheirbhísí 
Gaeilge a bhunú.  Beidh ról lárnach ag an gcoiste i gcur chuige comhordaithe a stiúradh chun a 
chinntiú go n-earcófar líon dóthanach pearsanra le Gaeilge chun seirbhísí a sholáthar.  Nochtfar 
ballraíocht an choiste chomhairligh ar an lá bunaithe, a bheidh le fógairt an tseachtain seo.

I measc phríomhfhorálacha an Achta nua, beidh sé de dhualgas ar gach comhlacht poiblí 
20% ar a laghad dá fhógraíocht bhliantúil a dhéanamh i nGaeilge agus 5% dá fhógraíocht a dhé-
anamh sna meáin Ghaeilge.  Tá an fhoráil úd leagtha amach ag alt 10A den Acht.  Chuige sin, 
tá beartaithe agam ordú um thosach feidhme na forála seo a shíniú ar an 3 Deireadh Fómhair 
2022 chun go dtiocfaidh sé i bhfeidhm ar an 10 Deireadh Fómhair 2022.  Tá scríofa agam go 
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pearsanta chuig mo chomhghleacaithe Rialtais chun an méid atá beartaithe a chur in iúl dóibh.  
B’fhéidir go mbeidh seans agam an freagra a chríochnú ina dhiaidh don Teachta Ó Snodaigh a 
chuid a rá.

21/06/2022YY01400Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Thuig mé i gcónaí nach thar oíche a tharlódh seo ná an plean 
náisiúnta.  Rinneamar dul chun cinn mór nuair a rinneamar an reachtaíocht a aontú anseo agus 
nuair a rinne an tUachtarán é a shíniú.

9 o’clock

Dúirt an tAire Stáit ansin go mbeidh an coiste comhairleach ann go gairid.  Is trua an moill 
seo.  Mar is cuimhin leis an Aire Stáit, sa díospóireacht dúirt muidne trí mhí agus dúirt sé féin 
sé mhí ach go mbeadh an coiste ann roimh dheireadh na tréimhse sin.  Ar a laghad, beidh sé le 
fógairt i gceann seachtaine.  Dúirt sé freisin gur scríobh sé chuig na comhlachtaí Stáit agus a 
chomhghleacaithe, na hAirí eile.  Tá dul chun cinn á dhéanamh ansin.  Tá mé tar éis a bheith ag 
díospóireacht leis an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eo-
laíochta mar gheall ar an reachtaíocht ardoideachais agus leis an Aire Stáit, an Teachta Noonan, 
faoi reachtaíocht a bhaineann leis an gcoimisiún toghcháin.  Ghlac siadsan le roinnt den bhunús 
atá in Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla ach níl an tAire Dlí agus Cirt ag glacadh leis an méid atá 
sa reachtaíocht sin.  Iarraim ar an Aire Stáit rá léi, sula dtagann sí os comhair na Dála lena 
reachtaíocht féin ar Chéim na Tuarascála, go gcaithfidh sí cloí leis an Acht.

21/06/2022ZZ00200Deputy Jack Chambers: Maidir le tosach feidhme d’alt 16, a dhéanann leasú ar alt 12 
d’Acht na nGiúiréithe, 1976, tá beartaithe agam ordú um thosach feidhme na forála seo a shíniú 
ar an 9 Meán Fómhair 2022, chun go dtiocfaidh sé i bhfeidhm ar an 12 Meán Fómhair 2022.

Leagtar amach feidhmeanna sonracha an choiste chomhairligh san Acht, lena n-áirítear 
plean náisiúnta a fhoilsiú ar mhaithe le soláthar seirbhísí poiblí trí mheán na Gaeilge a mhéadú 
laistigh de dhá bhliain ó bhunú an choiste.  Mar dúirt an Teachta, beidh mé in ann an coiste 
a fhógairt an tseachtain seo.  Tá ullmhú an phlean náisiúnta ag teacht le cuspóir foriomlán an 
Achta a bhaint amach, sé sin, gur cainteoirí Gaeilge a bheidh in 20% de na hearcaigh nua chuig 
an tseirbhís phoiblí tráth nach déanaí ná an 31 Nollaig 2030.  Mar chuid den phlean, beidh 
spriocdháta á shocrú faoina gcuirfear gach seirbhís phoiblí sa Ghaeltacht agus don Ghaeltacht 
ar fáil trí mheán na Gaeilge, rud atá á éileamh ag pobail Ghaeltachta le blianta fada anuas.  
Chuige sin, tá na próisis chuí sa tsúil ag oifigigh mo Roinne chun, mar chéad chéim, léirithe 
spéise a lorg ar an taighde a bheidh le coimisiúnú chun an plean náisiúnta a chur i dtoll a ché-
ile.  Beidh téarmaí tagartha sonracha don taighde le haontú ag an gcéad chruinniú den choiste 
comhairleach sna seachtainí amach romhainn, agus iarratas ar thairiscint le fógairt go luath san 
fhómhar.  Tá oifigigh mo Roinne, i gcomhar le hOifig an Choimisinéara Teanga, i mbun sraith 
seimineár faisnéise a eagrú ar líne ag deireadh mhí Iúil ar mhaithe le comhairle a chur ar eagrais 
Stáit i dtaobh a ndualgais nua faoin Acht.

Dar ndóigh, beifear ag leanúint le feidhm a thabhairt d’ailt agus forálacha eile an Achta ar 
bhonn céimiúil, an fhoráil a bhaineann leis na caighdeáin teanga san áireamh.  Leis an Acht nua 
seo, tá bunsraith láidir leagtha síos dúinn, mar Stát, chun fíorcheannaireacht a léiriú i dtaobh na 
teanga a chaomhnú do na glúnta amach romhainn.  Tagann forálacha an Achta le huaillmhian 
bheartais fhoriomlán an Stáit maidir le tacú leis an nGaeilge agus le hí a chur chun cinn.

21/06/2022ZZ00300Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Aontaím leis an méid atá an tAire Stáit ag rá.  Caithfimid 
cinntiú nach dtarlóidh aon mhoilleadóireacht agus nach gcaillfidh muid mí i ndiaidh mí toisc 
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cruinnithe coiste nó a leithéid.  Tá dúshlán mór roimh an Stát.  Má tá moilleadóireacht ann ag 
an staid seo, beidh muid mall ag comhlíonadh na ndúshlán móra atá roimh an státchóras ina 
iomláine ó thaobh earcaíochta de agus ó thaobh gach rud eile agus na seirbhísí a bheith ar fáil.

Ceist a bhaineann leis seo ná ceist na gcaighdeán.  Le linn na díospóireachta, bhí muid ag 
lorg go mbeadh na caighdeáin, nó dréacht-chaighdeáin ar a laghad, leagtha amach.  Cén uair a 
shíleann an tAire Stáit go mbeidh siad leagtha amach, ionas go mbeidh a fhios againn ar fad cén 
tslat tomhais a bheidh á úsáid ag na comhlachtaí Stáit nó na Ranna Stáit maidir leis na seirbhísí 
a bheidh siad ag cur ar fáil dúinn ar fad trí Ghaeilge amach anseo?

21/06/2022ZZ00400Deputy Jack Chambers: Mar a dúirt mé, beifear ag leanúint le feidhm a thabhairt d’ailt 
agus forálacha eile an Achta ar bhonn céimiúil agus an fhoráil a bhaineann leis na caighdeáin 
teanga san áireamh.  Beidh an coiste comhairleach ann an tseachtain seo, beidh cruinnithe ann, 
agus beimid ag obair ar an taighde maidir leis an bplean náisiúnta ina dhiaidh sin.  Beimid in 
ann na céimeanna eile a chur i bhfeidhm freisin agus tríd an bhliain seo beimid ag déanamh go 
leor oibre ar an ábhar seo.

21/06/2022ZZ00500Raidió Teilifís Éireann

21/06/2022ZZ006002� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media if she will report on the engagement she has had with two organisations (details sup-
plied) following the ending of their partnership last week; the measures she will take to ensure 
that trans people are respected and their rights are upheld in the media; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [32759/22]

21/06/2022ZZ00700Deputy Mick Barry: I wish to ask the Minister to report on the engagement she has had 
with RTÉ and Dublin Pride following the ending of their partnership last week, the measures 
she intends to take to ensure that trans people are respected and their rights upheld in the media, 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.

21/06/2022ZZ00800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): At the outset, I acknowledge that the announcement by Dublin Pride last week that 
it is terminating its media partnership with RTÉ reflects the hurt and anger within the LGBTI+ 
community and beyond it.  I am proud of how far Ireland has come in recent years in terms 
of the greater respect offered to minorities and groups in society that were previously margin-
alised, and in particular to members of the LGBTI+ community.  I am committed to supporting 
LGBTI+ people across all the areas under the remit of my Department.  In that regard, my De-
partment will be providing €55,000 to support the Dublin Pride festival this year.

As the Deputy will be aware, the independence of our public service broadcasters is set out 
in legislation in section 98 of the Broadcasting Act 2009.  For that reason, it would not be appro-
priate for me to meet with RTÉ in respect of an individual programme.  However, I am strongly 
of the view that media policy and regulation does and must continue to play an important role 
in ensuring respect and protection for trans people and other vulnerable groups in society.  As 
Minister, my role is to ensure that there is a robust statutory framework in place, with appropri-
ate standards and accountability mechanisms overseen by an independent regulator.

Under the Broadcasting Act, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, BAI, as independent 
regulator for broadcasting content in the State, is required to make broadcasting codes govern-
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ing the standards and practice to be observed by broadcasters.  The two codes of particular 
relevance are the code of fairness, objectivity and impartiality in news and current affairs and 
the code of programme standards, which is designed to ensure that the representation of persons 
and groups in society is appropriate, does not prejudice respect for human dignity and does not 
stigmatise, condone discrimination or incite hatred, including on the basis of protected charac-
teristics�

All broadcasters in Ireland must ensure that their output is compliant with the law and with 
any codes and rules made by the BAI.  The Broadcasting Act provides for a robust complaints 
procedure and sets out the power of the compliance committee of the BAI to initiate an inves-
tigation of a broadcaster for a serious or repeated failure by a broadcaster to comply with a 
broadcasting code and ultimately for the imposition of financial sanctions.

The framework for broadcasting regulation is designed to protect the independence of the 
media and I am therefore necessarily restricted in terms of direct intervention on this matter.  I 
do, however, wish to conclude by saying we must ensure that all our people feel safe, valued and 
equal in our country.  This is particularly the case where people are members of a very small, 
and consequently very vulnerable, minority, as is the case for trans people.  Any conversations 
involving such a small minority must be carried out with great care and with absolute respect.

21/06/2022ZZ00900Deputy Mick Barry: Hateful, divisive, manufactured so-called debate has now been im-
ported to this country from the US and the UK.  Two weeks of targeted abuse of the LGBT com-
munity in general, and the transgender community in particular, has been the result.  Shame-
fully, the national broadcaster has been central to the whole thing.

We have heard a lot about the freedom to discuss in the past two weeks and I am going to 
make a point about that when I ask my next question.  However, in reality, RTÉ, “Liveline” 
and the corporate media more generally have covered up the fact that the four people who were 
excluded from the National Women’s Council event had announced by way of press release in 
advance that their intention was to disrupt the event and to do so by targeting a trans person for 
hostile criticism.

The Oireachtas Joint Committee on Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and Media has let RTÉ 
off the hook by cancelling the invitation to a meeting tomorrow.  RTÉ might have faced some 
interesting questions at that meeting on its suppression of the facts surrounding this case.  Will 
the Minister agree that the invitation should be reissued?

21/06/2022ZZ01000Deputy Catherine Martin: The framework for broadcasting regulation is designed to pro-
tect the independence of the media by preventing interventions by Government or Ministers, 
particularly the Minister with responsibility for the media, in programming decisions or pro-
gramming content.  As I said, that is outlined in section 98 of the Broadcasting Act.

The provisions to prevent the Government of the day from intervening in programme con-
tent broadcast on Irish television or radio necessarily and rightly limits the degree to which I 
can comment on individual terms of content.  That is a vital principle that underpins the free-
dom of the media in our country and, in particular, the freedom of our public service broadcast-
ers.  That said, I acknowledge that it can be uncomfortable and frustrating at times.  

As I set out in my initial reply, there is a robust regulatory framework in place requiring 
broadcasters to adhere to appropriate standards and practices.  I understand that the Oireach-
tas Joint Committee on Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and Media issued a statement yesterday 



Dáil Éireann

968

indicating that it does not propose to hold a meeting to consider the broadcasts in question in 
recognition of the rights of the complainants to be afforded due process in proceedings.  It is 
also important that I as Minister do not intervene in any regulatory decisions of the BAI and 
allow the process to operate as designed.  

I repeat that as a general principle it is important that we conduct our national conversations 
in a spirit of respect and in recognition of the fundamental dignity of all our people.  We must 
be cognisant of the words we use and how we use them and that is all the more important when 
we are speaking about a small and vulnerable minority in our society.

21/06/2022AAA00200Deputy Mick Barry: The Minister has been let off the hook.  I am opposed to debating 
anyone’s human rights.  I am in favour of more discussion on gender identity issues.  I am also 
in favour of asking hard questions like why, for example, the gender identity adolescent clinic 
at Crumlin hospital has not been operational for nearly 18 months.  Why is there a waiting list 
of more than six years at the national gender service in Loughlinstown?  Why is this service op-
erating on an outdated model of care?  Why is there no recognition for non-binary trans people?  
Why are there no public health service options for gender affirming surgery?  Why, more than 
20 years into the 21st century, do we still not have a GP-led and consent-based service for trans 
people in this Republic?

Clearly there is still much work to do to win LGBTQ liberation and I hope that the Pride 
events are well attended this month and that the trans Pride event on 16 July is a huge success.

21/06/2022AAA00300Deputy Catherine Martin: Equally, I hope that those events are very well attended.  I can-
not answer his specific questions but what I can do is tell the Deputy what I am doing in my 
own Department to support and engage with the LGBTI+ community across the areas under 
my remit.  Under the Creative Ireland programme, the creative communities initiative with lo-
cal authorities provides funding to support community-led creative projects including for the 
LGBTI+ community such as Rainbow Library in Cork and the LGBTI+ Inclusion Festival in 
Galway.  The Deputy may also be aware that the Government decided in February of this year 
to extend the Creative Ireland programme to 2027.  As part of this, I specifically proposed that 
Creative Ireland should deepen its work collaborating through creativity across key interest 
groups and supporting, among others, LGBTI+ equality promotion.

In the broadcasting sector the BAI plays both a regulatory and a development role through 
support schemes such as Sound and Vision.  My officials have been engaging with the BAI re-
garding the actions it is taking to promote equality, diversity and inclusion in the broadcasting 
sector in Ireland.  The BAI is currently reviewing its 2018 gender action plan.  

Finally, I share the Deputy’s hope that both events are very well attended.  As I outlined in 
my initial response to the Deputy’s question, it would be inappropriate for me to intervene at 
this point and the Oireachtas committee made the same decision.

21/06/2022AAA00400Tourism Industry

21/06/2022AAA005003� Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her views on the rising cost of tourist accommodation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32833/22]
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21/06/2022AAA006004� Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she has plans to make any policy changes to assist inward tourism in respect of 
reported price-gouging by various tourism providers for car rental, hotels, car parking, inbound 
flights and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [32760/22]

21/06/2022AAA00700Deputy Imelda Munster: I ask the Minister to outline her views on the rising cost of tourist 
accommodation.

21/06/2022AAA00800Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: What plans does the Minister have to introduce policy changes 
to assist-----

21/06/2022AAA00900Acting Chairman (Deputy Alan Dillon): Sorry Deputy, but Questions Nos. 3 and 4 are 
grouped and will be taken together.

21/06/2022AAA01000Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: My question is slightly different from Deputy Munster’s ques-
tion�

21/06/2022AAA01100Acting Chairman (Deputy Alan Dillon): Yes, but the Minister will answer both questions.

21/06/2022AAA01200Deputy Catherine Martin: I propose to take Questions Nos. 3 and 4 together.

While the recovery momentum in our tourism sector continues, inflation, other economic 
factors and the significant cost pressures on tourism businesses are likely to impede the recov-
ery.  In terms of international perception, there is a risk of damage to Ireland’s tourism offering 
and the promotion of Ireland as a good value destination through negative customer experience 
arising from the issues and challenges within the sector post Covid.  Many of these issues and 
challenges, such as reduced services and higher prices as a result of inflation, energy costs, la-
bour shortages, recruitment challenges and supply chain issues, occur in other countries around 
the world.  We see them manifested in Ireland in a lack of affordable accommodation and car 
rental options in certain areas, and in delays at Dublin Airport.  

While I have no regulatory function with regard to the operation of our airports or the car 
rental sector, I am very aware of the potential impact of negative stories on customer sentiment.  
In this regard, Tourism Ireland is monitoring sentiment in our source markets in terms of repu-
tational impact as a result of pricing concerns based on consumer, media, industry, and trade 
feedback and is issuing a weekly report on this matter to my Department.  As we enter the peak 
summer months and the tourism industry recovers, there is inevitably additional pressure on 
hotel capacity and pricing.  Hotel supply in Dublin has been affected by a range of factors, some 
of which are short term.  These include deferred business from the past two years and increased 
demand.  Businesses are facing significant cost pressures due to inflation and other economic 
factors, all of which have contributed to higher prices than in 2019.

It is important that Ireland maintains its reputation as a value for money destination.  Value 
is not just about the price the customer pays; it is also about what the customer gets for that 
price so that visitors are attracted back again and continue to recommend Ireland to family and 
friends.  We cannot assume that 2022 will be a baseline for linear growth in future years because 
it is an exceptional year as we emerge from the Covid years of 2020 and 2021.  Next year will 
present its own challenges as the pent-up and deferred demand that we are seeing at the moment 
might be dissipated.  The distorting effect of the pandemic makes it difficult to definitively as-
sess the long-term supply and demand situation but there does seem to be a clear need for more 
short-term accommodation supply, specifically in Dublin. 
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We all want to see the return of a sustainable and vibrant tourism sector and I must stress 
how important it is that businesses maintain a long-term perspective on competitiveness and 
value for money.  The céad míle fáilte reputation that the sector has built up over the years is an 
important element of our tourism offering and must be protected.  

With regard to assisting inward tourism, Tourism Ireland, as part of its marketing strategy, 
established a recovery framework which will be underpinned by an extensive programme of 
promotional activity throughout 2022.  The organisation has a flexible, three-phase plan to 
restart, rebuild and ultimately redesign demand.  Over €80 million will be invested in the pro-
gramme in 2022, which will allow Tourism Ireland to ramp up its campaigns in key interna-
tional markets.  

My officials continue to engage with many stakeholders, including the Department of En-
terprise, Trade and Employment, the Irish Tourist Industry Confederation and the Irish Hotels 
Federation, in order to further understand the underlying issues impacting the recovery of the 
tourism sector and to emphasise the importance of maintaining a strong value proposition at the 
core of tourism.  Department officials are also working with the tourism agencies to identify po-
tential remedial actions such as the reweighting of marketing campaigns to ensure promotional 
activity is aligned with supply across the year.  Tourism Ireland’s promotional activity right 
now is focused on driving demand for later in 2022.  The Tánaiste and I co-chair the tourism 
and hospitality forum, which is due to meet next week.  This will offer another opportunity to 
discuss and address the many issues facing both sectors.

21/06/2022AAA01300Deputy Imelda Munster: Last week representatives of the Irish Hotels Federation ap-
peared before the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and Media.  
They said that there was a faster rebound in tourism than anyone had previously anticipated.  
They said there was a very strong recovery, exceeding all forecasts, which is very welcome so 
why the price gouging?  Why the extortionate room rates that are being charged?  Huge repu-
tational damage is being done to our country in both the domestic and international markets.

I looked up accommodation for one night in July.  In Dublin the price is €379 for one room 
for one night with no breakfast.  In Madrid, a four-star hotel on the same night costs €120, 
meaning that Dublin is three times more expensive.  In Lisbon, a room in a four-star hotel is 
€141, meaning that Dublin is two and half times more expensive.  The price in Paris is €147 
and in Amsterdam it is €141.  This weekend, a room in Paris for two nights, from 24 to 26 
June, is €208 for two people.  On the same night in Dublin the cheapest room I can find for two 
people is not a private room but a bed in a dormitory costing €400.  This is doing such dam-
age, particularly to those hotels across the State that are offering good value for money, that are 
not engaging in price gouging and are doing all they can to encourage tourism.    At this stage, 
given that everybody is talking about it, is the Minister not concerned?  One only has to go onto 
the booking sites where one can see and compare prices.  The excuse they gave about inflation 
does not weigh up because if hotels in Europe are facing the same inflation costs as hotels in 
Dublin yet can offer value for money, then inflation is no excuse whatsoever.  Is the Minister 
not concerned at this ongoing rip off?  For most people the public opinion out there is that it just 
stinks of pure greed.

21/06/2022BBB00200Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: We live in a great country and we have great people, but we are 
not doing ourselves any justice.  While at the same time it is not fair for me to comment on ev-
eryone with the same brush, the facts speak for themselves.  The price of hotel accommodation 
and the costs of car rental, parking, food and everything else are going totally out of control.  
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During the pandemic the country had an opportunity to put itself back on the map.  The Minis-
ter referred earlier to spending €80 million on Tourism Ireland, which is welcome.  I have met 
many people in my county of Louth who travelled here for the past number of years.  They got 
some fantastic holidays.  However, when they went to book it three or six months later to go 
back to the same place or a similar place, it was double or treble the price.  The hotels did not 
want them at all, but during the pandemic they wanted us.  It was mentioned earlier by Deputies 
that the simple thing is to go abroad but I believe that people do want to stay in Ireland.  If one 
goes abroad one gets a flight, accommodation and a guarantee of weather, and it is a lot cheaper 
than everything else.  People do want to stay in their own country too because this country re-
ally came together during the pandemic.

I have spoken with some people who came in from Canada a few weeks ago.  With regard to 
the Dublin Airport Authority, which is a semi-State company, when they came in from Canada 
they waited seven hours to get their bags and everything else.  That is happening on a regular 
enough basis.  In tonight’s debate we are just concentrating on Irish people, but these tourists 
are coming in here and getting very bad vibes at Dublin Airport.  What is happening?  Are we 
getting value for money with that €80 million budget?

21/06/2022BBB00300Deputy Catherine Martin: I thank the Deputies.  I am concerned about any potential repu-
tational damage to Ireland.  We must be seen as a value for money destination so that people 
would want to return.  Neither my Department or Fáilte Ireland have any role in setting the 
prices for accommodation.  Commercial decisions such as pricing are the sole responsibility 
of business owners.  I would continue to urge accommodation providers to be mindful of that 
longer-term picture with regard to competitiveness and value for money.

I believe the distorting effect of the pandemic makes it too difficult, as I have said, to ro-
bustly analyse the long-term supply versus the demands to meet currently.

Reference was made to Europe.  Our hotel occupancy in Dublin is now one of the highest in 
Europe.  It is driven by a range of factors, some of which are short term.  I believe that in Dub-
lin we have been running at 10% above Paris, Amsterdam and London in recent weeks.  That 
shows the demand that is there.  Pricing is, ultimately, a commercial decision for each business.  
We do not have a role in that but I would urge accommodation providers to be very mindful of 
the need to attract tourists back.  I believe that what is happening now is probably due to the 
pent-up demand from the past two years.

On the costs of car rental and the issues with the Dublin Airport Authority, of course I am 
aware of these.  The DAA issue is an operational matter for it.  It may be more for my colleague, 
the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan.

On the car rental costs I have no remit there but I have had-----

21/06/2022BBB00400Acting Chairman (Deputy Alan Dillon): I ask that the Minister would stay within the time 
limit of one minute.

21/06/2022BBB00500Deputy Imelda Munster: People are comparing prices, whether it is European cities or 
coming to Ireland.  They will see the vast difference and they will see that Ireland is no longer 
a value-for-money destination.  In its submission to the committee last week the Irish Hotels 
Federation said - in black and white - that at weekends and on nights when there are major 
concerts or events “there are now more nights where occupancy in Dublin exceeds 90% and the 
last available rooms are quoted at rates in excess of the average [daily room rate]”.  That is an 
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admission of price gouging, in black and white.  The Minister has said she is concerned about 
international reputation.  The Lonely Planet has just posted a very critical review on Ireland 
that refers to the “soaring costs”, including for hotels, that are “wreaking havoc” with holiday 
makers’ budgets.  It is out there.  This short-term greed is doing long-term damage.

It must be borne in mind that the hotel sector has received the continuance of the 9% reduc-
tion in the VAT rate.  It was also flagged that other countries’ hotels that are not playing ball and 
offering value for money are being separated from the 9% VAT rate.  It is doable.  Should these 
extortionate rates continue, which are multiples of increases that other European countries are 
offering, and if the rates continue to cause reputational damage as a value-for-money destina-
tion, will the Minister consider removing hotels from the reduced VAT rate if they do not start 
to offer value for money?

21/06/2022BBB00600Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: As I said earlier, it is a great country.  Ireland is known as a great 
sporting country.  We do very well with the GAA, soccer and rugby.  It is also great to see that 
our soccer teams and our rugby teams are looking to bring world cup, European cup and UEFA 
cup competitions to Ireland, which is fantastic.  There are also plenty of concerts in the Aviva 
Stadium and Croke Park, with all of the superstars coming in.  Ireland has always been known 
for having fantastic restaurants, especially with our fish, and so on.  However, people do talk.  
The problem we have at the moment is that people are not talking about the great sport, concerts 
or food.  They are talking about the prices.  I am really alarmed at the moment that Tourism 
Ireland is getting €80 million.  Where is the €80 million going?  There is something seriously 
wrong.  I used to go abroad but over the past number of years I have holidayed in Ireland when 
the value for money was good.  The situation now, however, is putting people back on aero-
planes.  We have seen it getting totally out of control.  It is up to the Minister to call them in and 
see what the problem is.

21/06/2022BBB00700Deputy Catherine Martin: My Department officials have engaged with the Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Fáilte Ireland, Tourism Ireland, the Irish Tourism Industry 
Confederation and the Irish Hotels Federation on this very issue.

On the VAT question I would point out that the reduced VAT rate applies to a wide range of 
businesses in addition to the hospitality sector, many of which are still trying to rebuild after 
a very difficult and stressful two years.  These include catering, restaurant supply companies, 
tourist accommodation, cinemas, theatres, museums, historic houses, open farms, amusement 
parks, certain printed matter, and hairdressing.  While no option should be off the table in the 
context of encouraging price moderation and a strong focus on a good value-for-money propo-
sition into the medium and long term, it is likely that a disapplication of the extension of the 
reduced VAT rate would damage many hotels around the country.  The extension of the VAT 
reduction is providing an important support to rebuild.

Nonetheless, no potential option should be off the table, as the protection of the value-for-
money proposition in Irish tourism is a critical priority for the years ahead.  I will be making 
that very clear at the Hospitality and Tourism Forum, which the Tánaiste and I will be co-
chairing next week.
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21/06/2022BBB00800Limistéir Pleanála Teanga

21/06/2022BBB009005� D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán stádas an ghasra oibre bunaithe ag a Roinn agus an Roinn 
Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta chun beartas maidir le pleanáil sa Ghaeltacht a 
phlé; soiléiriú a thabhairt ar ról a Roinne sa ghasra; an fhaisnéis is deireanaí a thabhairt ar obair 
an ghasra go dtí seo; líon na n-uaireanta ar chas an grúpa go dtí seo lena chéile; agus an dtógtar 
miontuairiscí maidir le cruinnuithe an ghasra [32569/22]

21/06/2022BBB01000Deputy Catherine Connolly: Is ceist dhíreach atá agam arís.  Baineann sé le stádas an ghas-
ra oibre a bhunaigh Roinn an Aire agus an Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta 
chun beartas maidir le pleanáil sa Ghaeltacht a phlé.  An dtabharfaidh an tAire Stáit soiléiriú 
ar ról na Roinne sa ghasra agus an fhaisnéis is deireanaí ar obair an ghasra go dtí seo?  Cad é 
líon na n-uaireanta a chas an grúpa le chéile go dtí seo?  Cad é an scéal maidir le miontuairiscí 
ó thaobh na gcruinnithe sin?

21/06/2022BBB01100Deputy Jack Chambers: Mar is eol don Teachta, is ar an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil 
agus Oidhreachta atá an fhreagracht maidir leis an Acht um Pleanáil agus Forbairt, 2000 faoina 
dtagann gnóthaí i ndáil le cúrsaí pleanála agus tithíochta sa Ghaeltacht.  Faoi réir alt 10(2)(m) 
den Acht sin, is gá go ndéanfadh plean forbartha cúram do chosaint oidhreacht teanga agus 
cultúrtha na Gaeltachta lena n-áirítear an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn mar theanga an phobail i gcás 
ina mbeidh limistéar Gaeltachta i limistéar an phlean forbartha.  Thionóil an Roinn Tithíochta, 
Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta grúpa oibre i mí na Bealtaine 2021 chun gnéithe éagsúla den 
phróiseas pleanála sa Ghaeltacht a scrúdú.  Tá an grúpa seo comhdhéanta d’ionadaithe ó mo 
Roinn, an Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta, Údarás na Gaeltachta agus an 
t-ocht údarás áitiúla ábhartha.  Is cruinniú amháin den ghrúpa seo atá eagraithe go dáta.  Chun 
tacú leis an obair atá ar bun agus chun dlús a chur leis, tá oifigigh ón Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais 
Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta, ó mo Roinn féin agus ó Údarás na Gaeltachta ag obair i gcomhar lena 
chéile chun cúrsaí pleanála i gceantair Ghaeltachta a chur chun cinn.

Ceann de na príomhaidhmeanna atá ag an ngrúpa idir-rannach ná córais a chur i bhfeidhm, 
de réir mar is cuí, chun cur chuige éifeachtach agus comhsheasmhach a chothú do na húdaráis 
áitiúla mar a bhaineann sé leis an gcóras pleanála sa Ghaeltacht a bhainistiú.  Tá an grúpa idir-
rannach ag scrúdú conas a d’fhéadfaí cleachtais reatha maidir le cur i bhfeidhm na bhforálacha 
seo a neartú ar mhaithe le leas iomlán na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht agus ar mhaithe le forbairt 
inbhuanaithe agus polasaí pleanála cuí a bheith i bhfeidhm sa Ghaeltacht.  Tá sé i gceist go 
ndéanfaidh an polasaí seo an soiléiriú agus treoir a chur ar fáil maidir le conas gur fearr comh-
sheasmhacht agus cothromaíocht an córas pleanála a fheabhsú, stádas na Gaeilge a chosaint sa 
Ghaeltacht agus cúnamh a sholáthar do na húdaráis áitiúla ábhartha.

Tionóladh an cruinniú is déanaí den ghrúpa idir-rannach ar an 24 Bealtaine 2022 in oifigí mo 
Roinne sna Forbacha.  San iomlán, tháinig na Ranna le chéile sé huaire ó mhí Feabhra 2021.  Is 
é an cleachtas reatha go nglactar miontuairiscí ag cruinnithe den ghrúpa idir-rannach de ghnáth.

21/06/2022CCC00200Deputy Catherine Connolly: Tá a fhios ag an Aire Stáit go bhfuil práinn le beartais agus 
treoirlínte ó thaobh cúrsaí tithíochta agus cúrsaí pleanála.  Tá cathaoirleach an choiste Gaeilge 
anseo.  Tá an coiste sin ar tí tuarascáil a fhoilsiú maidir leis na pleananna.  Bhí sé soiléir ó na 
heagraíochtaí a tháinig os ár gcomhair, na rialtais áitiúla ina measc, nach bhfuil beartais á dhé-
anamh.  Ar a laghad, tá easpa tuisceana ag na húdaráis áitiúla ó thaobh cad atá i gceist le plean 
forbartha.  Tá sé leagtha amach go sonrach i dtuarascáil bhliantúil an Coimisinéir Teanga go 
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bhfuil fadhbanna i gCiarraí agus i gContae na Mí.  Cheap sé gur díol suntais é go raibh gasra 
oibre bunaithe.

Gabhaim buíochas leis an Aire Stáit as a bhfreagra ach cuireann sé iontas orm.  Tá dhá rud i 
gceist.  Tá grúpa oibre ann.  Cuireadh tús leis an ngrúpa sin i mí na Bealtaine na bliana seo caite 
ach ní raibh ann ach cruinniú amháin.  Chomh maith leis sin, tá an grúpa idir-rannach ann agus 
bhí níos mó cruinnithe ag an ngrúpa sin.  Cad é an ceangal idir an dá rud - an grúpa oibre, nach 
raibh aige ach cruinniú amháin agus an córas eile atá ar siúl?

21/06/2022CCC00300Deputy Jack Chambers: Mar a dúirt an Teachta, tá an cheist seo an-tábhachtach don 
Ghaeltacht agus chun treoirlínte nua a chruthú.  Beidh treoirlínte nua ag an Aire Tithíochta, 
Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta agus beidh sé freagrach as an gceist seo.  Tá siad ag déanamh 
go leor oibre.  Tá oifigigh mo Roinne i dteagmháil leis na hoifigigh sa Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais 
Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta an t-am ar fad chun an cheist seo a phlé.  Tháinig na Ranna le chéile 
sé huaire ó mhí Feabhra 2021.  Tá polasaí pleanála don Ghaeltacht á hullmhú ag an ngrúpa a 
chuirfidh béim ar an bpróiseas chun iarratas pleanála a dhéanamh sa Ghaeltacht.  Tá sé i gceist 
go bhfeidhmeoidh sé seo mar struchtúr agus treoir d’údaráis áitiúla agus iad ag bainistiú iar-
ratais sa Ghaeltacht.  Tá sé mar sprioc ginearálta ag an ngrúpa idir-rannach go mbeidh córas 
aontaithe i bhfeidhm a chinnteoidh cur chuige éifeachtach agus comhsheasmhach chun stádas 
na Gaeilge a chinntiú sa chóras pleanála.

21/06/2022CCC00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: Tá a fhios ag an Aire Stáit nach bhfuil an córas ag feidhmiú 
do dhaoine atá ag lorg cur fúthu sna Gaeltachtaí.  Tá géarchéim ann.  I gCeantar na nOileán, 
mar shampla, an rud is iontaí ná an méid tithíochta atá folamh agus tréigthe.  Chomh maith 
leis sin, níl daoine in ann cead pleanála a fháil sa Ghaeltacht.  An rud atá ag teastáil go géar ná 
treoirlínte, polasaithe agus beartais.  Cheap mé, mar bhall den choiste, go raibh sé sin ag tarlú 
ar bhonn práinneach, ach tá an chosúlacht ar an scéal nach bhfuil.  Níor tháinig an grúpa oibre 
sin le chéile ach uair amháin.  Tá breis agus bliain caite agus níor tháinig siad le chéile ach uair 
amháin.  An bhfuil cinneadh déanta le fáil réidh leis an ngrúpa oibre anois?  An bhfuiltear ag 
díriú isteach ar an gcoiste idir-rannach?  Cad atá ag tarlú?  An bhfuil dáta ar leith ann go mbeidh 
beartais agus treoirlínte le feiceáil againn?

21/06/2022CCC00500Deputy Jack Chambers: Aontaím leis an Teachta.  Bím i dteagmháil le go leor daoine sa 
Ghaeltacht, ina Dáilcheantar féin agus ar na hoileáin.  Níl an córas ag obair ag an am seo.  Sin 
an fáth go bhfuil struchtúr ann, idir mo Roinn féin agus an Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil 
agus Oidhreachta le chéile.  Mar pháirt den struchtúr sin, bhí sé chruinniú idir na Ranna.  Bíonn 
m’oifigigh i dteagmháil leis na hoifigigh sa Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta 
an t-am ar fad.

Aontaím go bhfuil an cheist seo an-phráinneach.  Tá sé tábhachtach go bhfuil na treoirlínte 
ceart agus go mbeidh réiteach ann chun na fadhbanna a fheabhsú maidir le cúrsaí pleanála sa 
Ghaeltacht.  Beidh dáta ag an Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta, agus tá mo 
Roinn féin i measc an phróisis seo chun réiteach a chruthú.
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21/06/2022CCC00600Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions

21/06/2022CCC00700Departmental Funding

21/06/2022CCC008006� Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media the steps she is taking to support the live performance sector. [32415/22]

21/06/2022CCC00900Deputy Holly Cairns: The Minister will be very aware of the main challenges faced by the 
arts, culture and live entertainment industry across the pandemic.  While the live performance 
sector welcomed her support, a major issue is the rate at which funds are being distributed to 
venues.  Will the Minister outline her actions to ensure the timely distribution of these supports 
as quickly as possible to prevent the permanent closure of some venues?

21/06/2022CCC01000Deputy Catherine Martin: The Deputy asked about the steps I am taking to support 
the live performance sector.  In 2021, my Department paid out grants of almost €54 million 
to support the live entertainment sector and drive employment opportunities for artists and 
crews, through the following schemes.  There was €25 million for the live performance support 
scheme, LPSS; €13.7 million for the events sector Covid support scheme; €8.8 million for the 
local live performance support scheme; €3.1 million for the music and entertainment support 
scheme; €1.7 million for the commercial entertainment capital grant scheme; and €880,000 for 
the St. Patrick’s Festival.

Following budget 2022, I announced details of another €50 million suite of measures to sup-
port the live performance sector in 2022.  That has provided for the LPSS 2, which supported 
pantomimes and seasonal musical theatre impacted by the Covid restrictions in December and 
January, and under which €2.9 million has been offered.  The LPSS 3 supported events due to be 
staged in December and January that were curtailed, cancelled or rescheduled due to the Covid 
restrictions.  Grants of €9.5 million have been offered under LPSS 3.  The live performance re-
start grant scheme, LPRGS, is supporting the live entertainment sector by providing businesses 
with restart grants to derisk the planning of events across spring and summer of 2022 and to 
assist with the costs of reopening.  Grants of €14.7 million have been offered under the LPRGS.  
There was also €1 million for the St Patrick’s Festival.

The music and entertainment business assistance scheme, MEBAS, provided grants as a 
targeted support for self-employed performers and sole traders operating solely in the live en-
tertainment sector.  Some €2.8 million has been allocated under MEBAS 2022.  The local live 
public performance scheme phase 3 has provided €5 million for local authorities to stage live 
events until the end of June.  I have recently allocated a further €5 million to local authorities 
to provide for live events until Hallowe’en.  Grants of €1.7 million have been provided under 
the 2022 commercial entertainment capital grant scheme, which assisted with the capital costs 
associated with reopening after closures due to the pandemic.

To date, grants of almost €42.6 million have been allocated.  None of the live performance 
schemes has been oversubscribed and there has been sufficient funding available to provide 
grants to all eligible applicants.

21/06/2022CCC01100Deputy Holly Cairns: I thank the Minister for her response.  What I am hearing from 
venues in west Cork is that there is an interconnected importance between the amounts being 
received and the timing.  Crucially, there is a misalignment between the demands of the sector 
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and the manner in which the Department operates.  When I raised this issue last May, there were 
also cases of venues not receiving funding they were promised for pantomimes in December.  
Venues have to plan months in advance.  Any schemes designed to buffer against uncertainty 
and additional costs need to reflect that reality.  This not only affects the venues but performers, 
crews and equipment providers.  There are knock-on effects for so many people.  The delay in 
the allocation of promised funding is itself an additional source of stress and frustration.  People 
in the sector need to have this funding in their bank accounts as soon as possible.  Will the Min-
ister also clarify whether there is a date by which the live performance restart grant schemes 
have to be spent?  I think it was originally cited as June, which is obviously unfeasible at this 
stage�

21/06/2022DDD00200Deputy Catherine Martin: Venues are a critical part of the landscape of musicians and 
bands, and music venues in west Cork are among the most high profile in the country.  I am 
pleased a number of venues in that part of Cork were among the grantees under the live enter-
tainment schemes operated by my Department, including the iconic De Barra’s, Shanley’s bar, 
Levis’s in Ballydehob and Connolly’s of Leap.

In regard to any delay, all requests for payment are being processed and the Department is 
supporting any grantees who have outstanding information to submit it.  Payment continues 
to issue on a rolling basis as grantees submit their documentation and payment requests, and 
all payment requests and requests for information are being addressed without delay.  Once an 
application has been deemed eligible and a grant offer made, a service level agreement, SLA, 
issues to the grantee along with further information on the drawdown procedures and notice of 
the feedback required on conclusion of the activity the grant supports.  Once the signed SLA 
and payment request have been returned along with other necessary supporting documentation, 
the payment request is examined and, if all is in order, payment is made.  From time to time, 
further information may be required or vital documents may not have been included with the 
payment request.  In that instance, the Department will contact the grantee and provide assis-
tance with what is needed.  That can cause a delay in payment, but as soon as all the necessary 
documents are there, it will be processed.

21/06/2022DDD00300Deputy Holly Cairns: I thank the Minister.  Will she clarify whether there is a new date by 
which the grant has to be spent?  She will be aware the sector, as well as other arts venues and 
the wider hospitality sector, is experiencing increasing costs.  Local employers in particular in 
these sectors are highlighting with me rising energy and insurance expenses, and I am sure she 
is hearing the same from all the venues she cited, given she seems well aware of many of the 
ones in west Cork.  Just as these businesses are beginning to recover from the pandemic, they 
face those rising costs as well.  While these issues are not directly under the Minister’s portfo-
lio, they are a major concern for everyone in the arts and hospitality sectors.

Will she outline her engagement, if there has been any so far, with other Ministers regarding 
the rising costs for these sectors?  Is she considering any schemes to assist small and medium 
businesses in arts and tourism?

21/06/2022DDD00400Deputy Catherine Martin: I referred to the live performance restart grant scheme, LPRGS, 
which is supporting the live entertainment sector by providing those businesses with restart 
grants to derisk the plan of events in the spring and summer, and I hope that will assist with the 
costs of reopening.  As I said, €14.7 million has been offered under the LPRGS.  I can revert to 
the Deputy with information on the date.  That is no problem.



21 June 2022

977

Much of this funding related to Covid supports.  We will keep everything under review as 
we enter the budgetary process and see Covid numbers rise.  It may be that some funding could 
be allocated, but that will all depend on where we are with Covid.  We keep in close contact 
with the sector at all times, and that is why we were able to design schemes that worked for it.  
That will continue and, as I said, we will monitor the situation.

21/06/2022DDD00500Departmental Schemes

21/06/2022DDD006007� Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the number of artists, performers and events in Dublin that have ben-
efited from the local live performance programme scheme since its introduction; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [32142/22]

21/06/2022DDD00700Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I seek an update on the local live performance support 
scheme, administered through the local authorities.  How many artists, performers and events 
in Dublin have benefited from the scheme?

21/06/2022DDD00800Deputy Catherine Martin: I introduced the local live performance support scheme, LLPSS, 
in 2021 as part of a suite of measures aimed at supporting the live entertainment sector through 
the Covid pandemic.  The scheme allocated funding to local authorities to stage live events and 
thereby animate our town centres for local communities.  A key objective of the scheme was to 
provide for the procurement by local authorities of performances by local performers and local 
crews in their communities.  I provided funding of €8.8 million in 2021 to the LLPSS and the 
scheme proved very popular, with events taking place in every county.  Every local authority 
participated, with 352 events taking place during 2021.  In that year, the scheme provided for 
more than 7,800 employment days, while more than 5,600 individual artists, performers, pro-
duction and technical crew benefited from it.  Across the four local authorities in Dublin, 122 
individual events that took place in the same year were funded by the LLPSS.  This resulted in 
1,692 employment days for 1,006 individual artists, performers, production and technical crew 
benefiting from events in Dublin under this scheme.

Feedback from local authorities was overwhelmingly positive, acknowledging the scheme 
has helped to reinvigorate local communities and provide a welcome boost to their economies 
during the pandemic.  This year, I provided €5 million for events up to the end of June to pro-
vide a boost to the reopening of the entertainment sector, allowing live events to take place and 
local talent to perform to audiences throughout the country.  Given the events are ongoing until 
the end of the month, the feedback surveys detailing the number of artists, crews and events to 
date in 2022 are not yet available.  In light of the success of the scheme, I recently allocated a 
further €5 million to provide for events up to Hallowe’en.

I am delighted the local live performance programming scheme for local authorities has 
been such a success.  It is part of a €50 million suite of supports in 2022 for those working in the 
live entertainment sector and has provided support to many working within it.  I look forward 
to seeing communities enjoy the wide range of events over the coming months.

21/06/2022DDD00900Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I might just clarify the figures.  The Minister referred 
to 7,800 employment days in 2021 and 1,692 in 2022, but she also mentioned a figure of 5,600.  
What was that?
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21/06/2022DDD01000Deputy Catherine Martin: In 2021, the scheme provided for 7,800 employment days 
among more than 5,600 individual artists.  That relates to the overall scheme.

21/06/2022DDD01100Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I have a copy of a press release from the Minister, 
dated 7 March, that referred to 10,000 employment days.  It stated the 2021 scheme supported 
350 events and the funding supported 10,000 days of employment, but it is not clear whether 
that relates to 2021 or whether it is a cumulative total up to 2022.  Either way, it does not seem 
to add up.  Will the Minister check that information and revert to me?  Perhaps the press release 
was inaccurate.

I also have a couple of questions about the distribution of the funds.  Following Deputy 
Cairns’s question about when the payments are made, I appreciate the Minister is making the 
funding available to the local authorities.  Will she clarify how that is being distributed to art-
ists?

21/06/2022DDD01200Deputy Catherine Martin: For Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, for example, 
€245,000 was given.  We give that money and the local authorities then look after the events 
and the artists from that.  The Deputy will have seen those recent events, such as one relating to 
the poetry of Séamus Heaney in Irish from Féile IMRAM and Tír na nÓg in the Mill Theatre.  
I think there was even a baby rave as well.  The four local authorities in Dublin were given 
€245,000 each year.  We give the money to them and they employ the local artists and organise 
the events�

21/06/2022DDD01300An Ceann Comhairle: I am fascinated by the idea of a baby rave.  Has Deputy Carroll 
MacNeill ever attended one of them?

21/06/2022DDD01400Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I can confirm I have not.

21/06/2022DDD01500Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: We have had one of them every day in my house for the past 
ten years.

21/06/2022DDD01600Deputy Catherine Martin: It is about babies dancing together and exploring the wonders 
of music and rhythm at an early age.

21/06/2022DDD01700Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I suspect it is more for the parents to get out, although 
that might just be me.

Obviously, we are transitioning away from a Covid period whereby the requirement to sup-
port artists in this way may be changing.  The Minister indicated a transition to a basic income 
model for artists.  What questions are now being asked of her and her Department by this sector 
in advance of the budget?  Is this still the sort of funding being sought through the local authori-
ties or is there a recognition we are moving back, I hope, to reality?  Even if we are still having 
baby raves, we might be moving back to a more realistic form of providing entertainment in 
the long run.  I appreciate the model of funding may be transitioning and I wonder whether the 
Minister can give me more detail on that in advance of the budget.

21/06/2022DDD01800Deputy Catherine Martin: As I said, the most recent tranche was the €5 million for events 
up to the end of June and, more recently, due to its success, a further €5 million that will run 
up to Hallowe’en.  The various supports put in place for the live entertainment sector were 
designed to address the challenges posed by the pandemic and, in particular, the constraints 
imposed on live performance by the necessary restrictions on indoor and outdoor congrega-
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tion.  These supports were designed in close consultation with the stakeholders and have been 
the subject of very positive feedback.  Thankfully, we are in a position whereby the restrictions 
have fully lifted and the rationale for interventions no longer applies.  Nonetheless, my offi-
cials will remain in contact with stakeholders throughout the sector.  While a continuation of 
the existing schemes is not envisaged, we will continue to engage in the coming months and I 
anticipate submissions from the sector in advance of the budget, which will be considered in the 
normal way ahead of budget 2023.

  Question No. 8 replied to with Written Answers.

21/06/2022DDD01900Tourism Funding

21/06/2022DDD020009� Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media the status of projects in County Mayo under Fáilte Ireland’s Platforms for Growth capital 
investment programme. [32444/22]

21/06/2022EEE00100Deputy Alan Dillon: Investment in tourism infrastructure is essential in enhancing the 
quality of place that visitors experience during their stay.  Fáilte Ireland’s platforms for growth 
scheme is an important investment programme to support this objective.  I would appreciate an 
update on capital projects under this scheme for County Mayo.

21/06/2022EEE00200Deputy Catherine Martin: Platforms for growth is Fáilte Ireland’s strategic, platform-
based approach to large-scale capital investment in tourism product and it targets investment in 
line with specific platforms or project types that have been identified as a priority for tourists 
on the basis of research.

Under Fáilte Ireland’s first platforms for growth investment scheme for immersive, heritage 
and cultural attractions, Westport House and Gardens was successful in an extremely competi-
tive process.  It was awarded an investment grant of €20.2 million in 2021 as part of a €36.1 
million project to transform Westport House and Gardens into a world-class tourist attraction 
to enhance regional dispersal of visitors and extend the tourism season beyond the traditional 
summer months.  The proposed restoration, reimagining and rewilding at Westport House and 
Gardens estate will offer visitors a multilayered, multi-day experience.  A key element is the 
wild realms project, which will allow visitors to connect with nature and explore ancient Irish 
rituals and our ancestors’ connections to the land, as told through a series of accessible wild and 
natural spaces�

In 2021 also, the second platforms for growth scheme was announced.  This investment 
scheme, developed in partnership between Fáilte Ireland and local authorities, will support 
the local economy and the outdoor activity sector by significantly enhancing the overall visi-
tor experience, providing new business opportunities in local communities.  This funding is to 
be used to develop world-class facilities at 22 locations across the country where water-based 
activities are a key visitor attraction, including Achill Island and Louisburgh in County Mayo.  
These facilities, designed to serve as a hub in each locality from which multiple water-sports 
operators can base themselves, will provide hot showers, changing and toilet facilities, secure 
storage, induction spaces, equipment wash-down and orientation points.

21/06/2022EEE00300Deputy Alan Dillon: I thank the Minister very much.  County Mayo has benefited from 
both rounds of the platforms for growth investment.  Westport House is an amazing facility 
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and received a huge investment last year.  I was delighted to see two Mayo locations also se-
lected for facilities for water sports at Keel Sandybanks in Achill and Carrowmore beach in 
Louisburgh.  They are fantastic destinations.  County Mayo boasts a large number of beaches 
awarded blue flag and green coast status.  In recent times, these have been important amenities 
for surfing, kite surfing, swimming, paddle boarding and kayaking so it is important that we 
have this type of investment.  We want to ensure we can strengthen our appeal as a county with 
stronger outdoor water-based activities and facilities.

I was somewhat disappointed that we are not further along with the development and imple-
mentation of the investment scheme.  As the Minister outlined, both projects are still at the 
planning process, with construction not due to commence on both facilities until later this year.  
I would like to see better project management around these projects.  It has taken approximately 
two years to deliver them so any steps we can take to expedite them would be important.

21/06/2022EEE00400Deputy Catherine Martin: We must also take into consideration the two years we have 
had with the pandemic.  As I said, the €20.2 million in Westport House was Fáilte Ireland’s larg-
est investment ever in a singular tourism product.  Funding was also awarded to Mayo County 
Council to develop the two state-of-the-art facilities to which I referred.  Mayo County Council 
was also a successful applicant for the outdoor dining enhancement scheme, with Claremorris 
and Castlebar receiving funds.  The Clew Bay destination experience development plan, which 
was launched on 19 November 2021, sets out an ambitious vision for the region over the next 
three to five years.  That was developed over a period of three years with robust consultation.  
We have to take into consideration the two years we had but there is no doubt that County Mayo 
is being developed.  There is ambition for this beautiful part of the country, and rightly so.

21/06/2022EEE00500Deputy Alan Dillon: Amenities like these benefit not only visitors but also the local com-
munity.  These projects will create further opportunities for participants and providers in the 
tourism business industry, including water-based activities.  They will ensure there are local 
jobs and employment and businesses will thrive as a result.  I have one question on Fáilte Ire-
land’s intention to run a second round of this scheme with regard to activity centres.  When is 
that expected to open?  I would appreciate a response to that.

21/06/2022EEE00600Deputy Catherine Martin: Fáilte Ireland indicated at the time that it would consider a 
second round but the current focus is on delivering the first round.  A second round has not been 
ruled out, however.

At a regional local level, Fáilte Ireland develops, supports and promotes tourism in line with 
the relevant tourism experience brands.  To guide medium to long-term development, Fáilte 
Ireland aims to deliver four new regional tourism strategies in 2022, which will set out a ten-
year vision and a five-year action plan for each region.  At a more local level, the four regional 
tourism strategies will be activated through a series of co-ordinated local destination and ex-
perience development plans developed by Fáilte Ireland in collaboration with a wide range of 
stakeholders.  I can get the Deputy further information on a second scheme.

21/06/2022EEE00700Culture Policy

21/06/2022EEE0080010� Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she sees a role with respect to the second report on the well-being frame-
work for a specific dimension within the framework dealing with language and culture, as is the 



21 June 2022

981

case in the corresponding New Zealand and Welsh well-being frameworks; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [32205/22]

21/06/2022EEE00900Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: The second report on Ireland’s well-being framework was 
published at the beginning of this month.  It mirrors very closely the OECD Better Life Index, 
which is excellent in many respects but largely silent on questions of language and culture.  
Does the Minister see a role for a specific dimension within the framework that could deal 
with language and culture, as is the case in corresponding New Zealand and Welsh well-being 
frameworks?

21/06/2022EEE01000Deputy Catherine Martin: Ireland’s well-being framework is the result of a programme 
for Government commitment to develop a set of well-being indices to create a well-rounded, 
holistic view of how Irish society is faring.  The overarching vision for the framework is en-
abling all our people to live fulfilled lives now and into the future.  The framework is a cross-
government initiative, which is led by the Department of the Taoiseach and jointly sponsored 
by the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform.

The second report on Ireland’s well-being framework, Understanding Life in Ireland: A 
Well-being Framework, was published on 2 June.  This report sets out an updated well-being 
framework for Ireland, which has 11 dimensions of well-being as well as sustainability and 
equality as cross-cutting themes.

With regard to language and culture, which were raised by the Deputy, Ireland’s well-being 
framework is similar to comparative international well-being frameworks.  The 11 dimensions 
allow for a multidimensional approach to monitoring Irish society and the consideration of 
language and culture takes place across a number of the dimensions.  Cultural identity and 
language issues are considered as part of the dimension entitled civic engagement, trust and 
cultural expression, which includes an aspect of cultural expression, identity and non-discrim-
ination.  This dimension explores a person’s rights to express his or her identity, for example, 
activities relating to specific groups such as traditional Irish communities, including Gaeltacht 
communities, as well as the cultural practices and expression of migrant or new Irish.  It also 
includes the ability to express one’s culture or identity or celebrate one’s native language, plac-
ing a particular emphasis on the Irish language.

In addition, individual cultural participation is recognised as part of personal time in the 
time use dimension.  Similarly, the social aspect of participating in community groups like artis-
tic or creative groups and sporting clubs is captured in the community and cultural participation 
aspect of the connections, community and participation dimension.

The role of culture and language in the assessment of our collective well-being is very im-
portant to me.  In this context, the Deputy may be interested to know that officials in my Depart-
ment have begun early research with a view to developing a sectoral well-being indicator set 
relating to arts, culture, creativity, sport and language over the coming months.  Such indicator 
sets will allow more detailed analysis of specific sectors with linkages to the high-level well-
being dashboard which, by nature, cannot cover every area in detail.

21/06/2022EEE01100Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: I understand there is only one measurable indicator in the 
cultural expression dimension.  I want to give the Minister the Welsh context as a counterpoint 
because I believe there is scope for this to be improved and strengthened within our well-being 
framework.
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Some of its measurable indicators are the percentage of people who agree they belong to an 
area; the percentage of people who volunteer; the percentage of people attending or participat-
ing in arts, culture or heritage activities at least three times a year; the percentage of people who 
speak Welsh daily and can speak more than just a few words of Welsh; the number of people 
who can speak Welsh; the percentage of people participating in sporting activities three or more 
times a week; the percentage of museums and archives holding archival heritage collections 
meeting UK accreditation standards; and the percentage of designated historical environment 
assets that are in stable or improved conditions.  If we built these into our well-being frame-
work, it would give the Minister’s Department a very powerful set of levers to achieve progress 
in artistic and cultural dimensions across society.

21/06/2022FFF00200Deputy Catherine Martin: I firmly believe that culture and language are vital for our well-
being in Ireland.  This was clearly demonstrated particularly with regard to culture during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and I will continue to make this clear to my colleagues in the Government.  
The Deputy referred to Wales.  A key lesson, too, is that it is an iterative process requiring pa-
tience, commitment and planning, as the embedding process takes time.  For example, in New 
Zealand, which the Deputy referenced in his initial question, there is the inclusion of a specific, 
additional dimension on culture related to the demography of the country and the Maori culture 
specifically.  In the case of Ireland’s well-being framework, culture, both in terms of identity 
and participation, has been explicitly integrated into the dimensions of well-being.  My officials 
and the Department are currently giving detailed consideration to how we can use data to allow 
us to measure well-being.  I am grateful for the Deputy’s contribution and for his ideas with 
regard to what is being done in Wales.  That is something my officials are looking at too.  We 
have to identify indicators across the sectors in my Department for capturing data that will as-
sist us in measuring well-being for evidence-based policy development.

21/06/2022FFF00300Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: I know it is an iterative process, but it is certainly easier to 
get in at the ground floor on these things.  If we establish the space for this particular dimen-
sion of our well-being framework, I believe we can expand from that.  I try to explain this idea 
to economists, who do not very often pick up on it.  I try to explain to them that if they do not 
understand that the progress of Oulart-The Ballagh in the Wexford senior hurling championship 
plays quite a large role in my father-in-law’s sense of well-being, they do not quite understand 
the country in which I live.  Similarly, if they do not understand the importance of James Joyce, 
Samuel Beckett, Seamus Heaney, Martin Hayes, U2 or even, God help us, Westlife, they are not 
really understanding that there is more to life than those things that economists like to measure.  
The Minister said that we should have a well-rounded and holistic view.  I strongly believe that 
cultural and linguistic dimensions are essential and intrinsic to that well-rounded and holistic 
view.

21/06/2022FFF00400Deputy Catherine Murphy: I agree with much of what the Deputy said.  The development 
of our well-being framework is ongoing, and the work we are doing at Department level will 
help to inform future iterations of the framework as it evolves.  That will include determining 
the longitudinal data that could be used to construct the output and impact indicators reflecting 
the areas of language and culture.  With regard to everything the Deputy said about explain-
ing to economists, that is one of the key lessons from Covid-19 when we were deprived of the 
experience of enjoying the arts and culture and, even within our Gaeltacht communities, of our 
children going to the Gaeltacht communities and the immense importance of our native tongue.  
The work is under way in the Department, and I agree with much of what the Deputy said.
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21/06/2022FFF00500Tourism Industry

21/06/2022FFF0060011� Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the plans in place to help rebuild and support Ireland’s tourism sector 
taking into account current difficulties highlighted with the cost of hotels, vehicle rental and 
pressures on Dublin airport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32143/22]

21/06/2022FFF00700Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: On a point of information, the baby rave is on this Sat-
urday in Dún Laoghaire in the DLR LexIcon at 10.30 a.m., 12 noon, 2 p.m. and 3 p.m.  I cannot 
believe I did not know about it before now.  I thank the Minister for letting me know and I will 
promote it on my social media.  Babies and toddlers are invited to wear sunglasses, bring glow 
sticks and rock away for whatever length of time.  It was a useful night’s work even just for that.

Separately, I have perhaps a more serious question about the rebuilding and supporting 
of Ireland’s tourism sector taking account of the many pressure points that exist at present, 
between the holistic experience from the airport through to taxis, vehicle hire and the cost of 
hotels, which was mentioned in Questions Nos. 3 and 4.

21/06/2022FFF00800An Ceann Comhairle: Follow that, Minister.

21/06/2022FFF00900Deputy Catherine Martin: I will enjoy that at the weekend.

A tourism recovery task force was established in May 2020 and delivered a tourism recov-
ery plan with recommendations on how best the Irish tourism sector could adapt and recover 
in the changed tourism environment.  Later that year, I appointed a recovery oversight group 
to oversee the implementation of this plan.  This group has reported regularly to me and has 
provided valuable inputs to the Government on the measures required to assist the sector.  The 
recovery oversight group is continuing its work and will report to me with updates on imple-
mentation of the tourism recovery plan and recovery in the sector more generally.

Looking to the longer term, my Department has initiated the development of a sustainable 
tourism policy.  The development of this new policy will involve consultation with the tourism 
industry and with communities to help set out a path for the coming years which will support 
sustainable recovery and growth in the sector.  In budget 2022, €288.5 million was allocated for 
tourism services. This allows for significant increases in domestic and overseas marketing in 
building a strong digital presence for the sector and in developing new and enhanced visitor ex-
periences that will drive sustainable and dispersed visitor growth.  I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland for further details of their specific plans to help 
the tourism sector to recover in 2022 and beyond.

A significant challenge facing the sector at present is the recruitment and retention of staff.  
My Department and Fáilte Ireland have been collaborating with industry and other Departments 
to ensure there is a co-ordinated approach to addressing the labour and skills shortages.  A key 
task in this regard is to drive the long-term repositioning of the sector as an appealing and re-
warding career choice and workplace.  As we enter the peak summer months and the tourism 
industry recovers, there are inevitably additional pressures on hotel capacity and pricing.  The 
initial recovery phase has resulted in issues for all tourism businesses, many of which are re-
peated in other markets around the world.

Hotel supply in Dublin has been affected by a range of factors.  Some of them are short-
term, such as deferred business from the last two years and increased demand.  Businesses are 
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also facing significant cost pressures due to inflation and other economic factors, all of which 
have contributed to higher prices than in 2019.  International supply chains are impacting on the 
car rental fleet.  While this is not in the control of the Government and there are no short-term 
solutions, my Department is examining possible taxation options which might assist, with the 
recognition that taxation measures are a matter for the Minister for Finance.

21/06/2022FFF01000Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I appreciate the points the Minister made, in particular 
regarding pent-up demand and the supply chain issues relating to vehicle rental.  Nevertheless, 
the holistic experience for a tourist coming to Ireland is one of extremely high costs.  Other 
Deputies gave the costs of hotels in different ways.  I did my own analysis and the pressure is 
considerable in Dublin, in particular.  However, there are also other examples of value ques-
tions.  One can get a room in the Camden Court Hotel tonight or tomorrow night for €185.  An 
equivalent hotel bed out in Liffey Valley is approximately the same price.  I do not see that as 
the same value proposition - a hotel room in the centre of Dublin versus out in Liffey Valley, 
with every respect to Liffey Valley.  There are questions about how pricing is being conducted.  
The questions about price gouging in different sectors are valid.

In particular, there is the pressure in Dublin Airport.  It is not just the queues, it is also the 
actual experience there.  The Department with responsibility for tourism should have a strong 
interest in it.  It is about the availability and accessibility of taxis and, frankly, about the avail-
ability of food after 2 p.m. or 3 p.m., when most places seem to be sold out.  It is simply a very 
difficult experience for visitors going in both directions at present.

21/06/2022FFF01100Deputy Brendan Griffin: Representatives from the Irish Hotels Federation, IHF, appeared 
before the tourism committee last week and we had a good discussion.  I have a question about 
car hire prices.  Will the Minister call in the industry?  Just because one can charge something 
does not mean one should charge it.  Right now, the gouging that is happening is going to do 
enormous reputational damage to this country.  A select number of hoteliers are doing the same.  
The reputable hoteliers are providing excellent value for money in most cases, but there are a 
small number who are spoiling it for everyone else and giving this city, in particular, a very bad 
name and also giving the country a bad name.  I suggest that the Minister call in those who are 
causing reputational damage to Ireland in both sectors and tell them it is not good enough.  In 
addition, I believe we need to consider regulatory interventions if they will not toe the line and 
behave.

21/06/2022FFF01200Deputy Catherine Martin: With regard to the hotel prices the Deputy mentioned, my 
officials have engaged with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Fáilte Ire-
land, Tourism Ireland, the Irish Tourism Industry Conferation, ITIC, and the IHF.  They are 
also working with the tourism agencies.  The Tánaiste and I co-chair a tourism and hospitality 
forum.  That will be convening next week and we will raise those issues with it.  I wrote to the 
DAA at the time, although it is not under my remit.  I could see the potential and I wrote to 
express my concerns about the reputational damage to Ireland as a tourism destination as we 
seek to rebuild.

Regarding car rental, I am aware of the difficulties and the potential impact on the recovery 
of the tourism sector or the reputational damage.  My officials have met the Car Rental Coun-
cil of Ireland, which recommends that people can contact hire companies directly.  However, 
neither my Department nor Fáilte Ireland has control over prices set by service providers in the 
tourism industry.  We have no regulatory or other functions in regard to the car rental industry.  
Each operator decides on its level of charges, having regard to its costs and the requirement 



21 June 2022

985

to make an adequate return on its investment.  My Department is examining possible taxation 
options which might assist car rental companies to rebuild their fleet in order to meet tourism 
demands, while recognising that taxation matters are ultimately a matter for the Minister for 
Finance�

21/06/2022GGG00200Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I appreciate the points the Minister makes.  I wish 
to return to the matter of Dublin Airport in particular.  I appreciate that, strictly speaking, it is 
under the remit of the Department of Transport.  Nevertheless, as Minister for Tourism, it is as-
sociated with her because of the visitor experience attached to Dublin Airport as our main port 
of entry.  I want to highlight again the impact of the issue there.  It is as if we have outgrown the 
infrastructure, but we cannot have done so yet.  It cannot be the case that one cannot get food 
after 2 p.m., 3 p.m. or 5 p.m. in the afternoon and evening in terminal 1, as my constituents are 
telling me is the case.  It cannot be that restaurants are closing down at that point, either because 
they do not have enough food in for the day or they have run out, whatever it happens to be.  It 
cannot be that places are not cleaned as the day goes on.  It cannot be that the pressure of people, 
not just in queues, but all the way through the airport is creating an environment that is unpleas-
ant for tourists.  It is the last impression they have as they leave Ireland.  There must be a better 
way of organising taxis on the way in to the airport so that there is not a big group of taxis stuck 
in a pen and a big group of people waiting for taxis at the airport.  I ask the Minister to engage 
again with Dublin Airport as Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport, Gaeltacht and Media 
to highlight these points again�

21/06/2022GGG00300Deputy Catherine Martin: As I said, the smooth running of Dublin Airport is of critical 
importance in terms of the recovery of the tourism sector.  The DAA has the statutory respon-
sibility to operate, manage and develop Dublin Airport, including all the operations associated 
with security screening at the airport.  The passenger experience at Dublin Airport is falling 
far short of the service that citizens and visitors should expect at our largest State airport.  The 
Government recognises the undue stress that these unacceptable delays are having on pas-
sengers.  The Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon Ryan, and the Minister of State, Deputy 
Naughton, continue to hold meetings with the CEO, Dalton Philips, and his management team 
in this regard.  From a tourism perspective, I am concerned.  If this situation were to continue, 
it has the potential to cause significant reputational damage to the country abroad, and as a 
result hinder the recovery of the tourism sector.  That is the reason I wrote to Dalton Philips to 
express my concern.  In his reply, he outlined some key measures being rolled out, which aim 
to substantially mitigate the risk of a repeat of recent days.  My time is short, but I can send the 
communication to the Deputy.  I am informed that regular meetings will continue with the DAA 
at ministerial level with the Department of Transport until the Minister is satisfied that difficul-
ties persisting at the airport are satisfactorily resolved.  I will keep in contact with the Minister 
and Minister of State�

21/06/2022GGG00400Departmental Funding

21/06/2022GGG0050012� Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media if her Department will be providing small-scale funding for local festivals and summer 
schools in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32445/22]

21/06/2022GGG00600Deputy Alan Dillon: Small-scale local festivals and summer schools are held annually 
across the country, which are largely attributable to successful community engagement in tour-
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ism.  Many of these festivals have a long history and are part of the fabric of life in towns across 
Ireland.  I would appreciate if the Minister could provide an update on funding from her Depart-
ment for these types of events.

21/06/2022GGG00700Deputy Catherine Martin: My Department runs an annual small-scale local festivals and 
summer schools scheme.  The scheme is reserved for appropriate not-for-profit festivals, sum-
mer schools and other such similar events.  Funding available under this scheme is typically 
capped at €5,000.  Although making available relatively modest amounts, the value of the pay-
ments under this scheme is amplified hugely by the community commitment and voluntary ef-
fort that bring about these events, which are greatly enjoyed and appreciated around the country.

The scheme is intended to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which are 
not in receipt of other central government moneys and which may not be eligible under funding 
criteria for larger scale events supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar bod-
ies.  Events that are funded by the Arts Council and Fáilte Ireland are not eligible.  The projects 
make a very important contribution to the development and promotion of Ireland’s cultural 
tourism offering, to the benefit of both the domestic and foreign tourist market, and represent 
an important component of the delivery of the cultural tourism commitments in the programme 
for Government.

I am very conscious of the special efforts being made this year by event organisers and 
promoters to re-establish their annual arrangements, which have been suspended for two years 
because of Covid.  Tremendous efforts were made by many to continue their programmes with 
online presentations while public gatherings were not possible.  Some of these initiatives may 
be carried forward to strengthen outreach and inclusion.  However, the calendar of local festi-
vals and shared celebration is a vital element of community life and cultural expression, and I 
am pleased to be able to support the recovery efforts through this scheme.

The closing date for applications for the 2022 scheme was 23 April.  The applications are 
being assessed in the Department and the decision will be announced imminently.  The Deputy 
may be interested to know that from the introduction of this scheme in 2017 up to 2021, a total 
of €393,611 has been awarded to eligible events.  In that period, 22 applications for events in 
County Mayo were approved for payments amounting to €59,000.  Four applications were re-
ceived this year from County Mayo in respect of the small local festivals and summer schools 
scheme 2022.

21/06/2022GGG00800Deputy Alan Dillon: The importance of the scheme in assisting local cultural events can-
not be underestimated.  Local community events connect residents, keep traditions alive and 
contribute new elements to the cultural sector.  They are hugely important.  Scoil Acla, the 
Ballina fringe festival and the Ballina salmon festival are a few of the hugely important events 
of significance to towns.  These events help to attract new visitors to towns and villages, show 
what makes each locality unique and build a strong sense of pride in communities.  Does the 
Minister intend to strengthen the national allocation for 2022?  Will there be an increase in the 
maximum grant of €5,000 on the back of rising costs and inflationary pressures?  I would like 
to get the Minister’s thoughts on that�

21/06/2022GGG00900Deputy Catherine Martin: I agree with Deputy Dillon that festivals are of great signifi-
cance to communities, even more so now after two years of being deprived of the festivals.

The 2022 allocation has been capped at €5,000.  The announcement is imminent for the 
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2022 allocation, which remains as it is.  Although the scheme is capped, it is working in that it 
has a massive impact on local communities.  There are no plans in train to increase the alloca-
tion.  The current scheme, which is capped at €5,000, will be announced very shortly.

21/06/2022GGG01000Deputy Alan Dillon: The point about increasing the pot is on the back of the Department 
of Rural and Community Development, which provides up to €2 million for the Irish Shows 
Association for agricultural shows.  I would like to see additional funding being allocated both 
to small-scale festivals and summer schools.

I acknowledge the input, contribution and support for the Home to Mayo campaign, which 
took place in May.  That was an important event across the county, which provided a unique 
reason for visitors to visit County Mayo.

In recent years, we have seen a noticeable increase in activity challenges and events such 
as marathons, duathlons, triathlons and adventure challenges.  I ask the Minister to look at a 
potential scheme to supports this type of event in the future.  That would be important.  The 
Achill half marathon takes place on 2 July and Race2Glory takes place in Kiltimagh on 9 July.  
These are significant events that will bring an enormous number of visitors and participants to 
the areas, which will support local businesses.  It is important that such events would be sup-
ported in the future�

21/06/2022GGG01100Deputy Catherine Martin: Heritage, tradition and culture are not the exclusive preserve of 
a few, nor to be found only within institutions.  These festivals are essential to community life.  
They thrive and develop among people shaped by their diverse interests and enthusiasms.  I am 
very pleased to provide supports for such events.

Other supports are provided by my Department.  We also operate schemes to support links 
and strengthen exchanges in relation to culture, heritage and history with counterpart groups 
in Northern Ireland.  Completing our suite of small grant schemes, there are two others that 
are worthy of mention: the scheme supporting the mobility in Ireland of the collections of the 
national cultural institutions and the scheme supporting the development of regional and local 
museums.  I place particular importance on these schemes because they are of significant value 
to the community activities that they support.  My officials will get back to the Deputy on any 
other issues or ideas he has raised�

  Question No. 13 replied to with Written Answers.

21/06/2022GGG01300Údarás na Gaeltachta

21/06/2022GGG0140014� D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mairéad Farrell den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le toghcháin phoiblí do bhord 
Údarás na Gaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [32450/22]

21/06/2022GGG01500Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Ba mhaith liom iarraidh ar an Aire Stáit cén dul chun cinn atá 
déanta maidir le toghcháin Údarás na Gaeltachta.

21/06/2022GGG01600Deputy Jack Chambers: Mar is eol don Teachta, luaitear i gclár an Rialtais go ndéanfar 
athbhreithniú ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin agus toghcháin i ndáil le bord an údaráis.  Faoi réir 
na bhforálacha ábhartha de na hAchtanna um Údarás na Gaeltachta, arna leasú faoi Acht na 
Gaeltachta, 2012, is saolré cúig bliana atá ag boird an údaráis.  Ós rud é gur ceapadh an bord 
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reatha i mí Eanáir 2018, tiocfaidh deireadh lena shaolré i mí Eanáir 2023.  Is é seo an dara bord 
atá ceaptha faoi na socruithe reatha réamhluaite.

Faoin socrú reatha, déantar ceapacháin chuig bord an údaráis ar dhá bhealach.  In ionad 
toghcháin dhíreacha a reáchtáil, déantar ainmniúcháin chuig an mbord ó na húdaráis aitiúla a 
bhfuil limistéar Gaeltachta ina gceantair feidhme.  Chomh maith leis sin, féachtar chuige, trí 
cheapacháin na seachtar comhalta eile a thagann tríd an gcóras a ndéanann an tSeirbhís um 
Cheapacháin Phoiblí a riar, go bhfuil daoine leis an saineolas agus na scileanna ábhartha cuí á 
roghnú don chúram, rud atá ar leas foriomlán an údaráis agus na pobail a ndéanann sé freastal 
air mar fhoras Stáit.

O tharla go mbeidh tréimhse an bhoird reatha caite in Eanáir 2023, ta sé tráthúil go ndéanfaí 
athbhreithniú den chineál atá beartaithe anois.  Tá an oiread sin athruithe tagtha ar chlár oibre na 
heagraíochta ó 2012 i leith, lena n-áirítear feidhmiú an phróisis pleanåla teanga a bhfuil a rath 
ag brath ar ionchur agus glór leanúnach a bheith ag an bpobal ón mbonn aníos.  I dtaca leis seo, 
aithnítear go bhféadfadh cur chuige malartach a bheith tráthúil då mbeadh próiseas ní ba daon-
lathaí agus cur chuige leasaithe i leith comhdhéanamh agus próiseas roghnúcháin-toghcháin an 
bhoird.

Mar is eol don Teachta, rinneadh dhá iarracht faoi leith faoi scáth an Oifig um Sholáthar 
Rialtais ar iarratas mo Roinne chun sainchomhairleoireacht a aimsiú don chúram trí chomórtas 
tairisceana.  Is cúis díomá é nach bhfuarthas aon tairiscint de thoradh na gcomórtas seo.  Tå mo 
Roinn i mbun próiseas féin sholáthair faoi láthair chun sainchomhairleoireacht a cheapadh don 
tasc.  Táthar ag súil leis go gceapfar sainchomhairleoireacht don chúram gan rómhoill.

Is é an cuspóir trí chéile a chinntiú go mbeidh fáil ag an údarás ar an saineolas, na scileanna 
agus an t-ionchur pobail ábhartha agus cuí atá de dhíth ionas go mbeidh an bord in ann tacú 
le feidhmeannas an údaráis a chuid feidhmeanna a chomhlíonadh go héifeachtúil agus go hé-
ifeachtach, ar leas na pobail Ghaeltachta a ndéanann an t-údarás freastal orthu.

21/06/2022HHH00200Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Is í an cheist a cuireadh i ndáiríre ná cén uair a bheidh sé seo 
ar fad déanta.  Tuigim na deacrachtaí a bhí ag an Roinn maidir leis an athbhreithniú ach is dó-
cha go bhfuil go leor daoine amuigh ansin a cheapann go bhfuil a fhios acu céard ba chóir go 
mbeadh ag teacht amach as an athbhreithniú sin agus a chreideann go dteastaíonn toghchán le 
haghaidh bhord Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Tá cúpla ceist agam i gcomhair an Aire Stáit.  Tuigim go bhfuil sé ag rá go bhfuil píosa oibre 
le déanamh maidir le téarmaí sainchomhairleachta a cheapadh.  Cén uair a bheidh sé sin déanta 
mar ní raibh sé sin soiléir dom?

Is í an cheist eile ná cé chomh fada is a thógfaidh an t-athbhreithniú tar éis gur ceapadh iad 
sin.  Má táimid ag caint ar thoghchán bhord Údarás na Gaeltachta, caithfimid é sin agus aon 
athbhreithniú a dteastaíonn uainn a dhéanamh láithreach.  Más rud é go mbeidh toghcháin ann, 
is dócha go gcaithfear iad a bheith ann chomh luath agus gur féidir.  Teastaíonn soiléireacht ó 
mhuintir na Gaeltachta.

21/06/2022HHH00300Deputy Jack Chambers: Ba mhaith liom a rá i dtús báire go raibh próiseas comhairliúcháin 
phoiblí ann freisin.  Tá na freagraí sin ag mo Roinn cheana féin agus tá m’oifigigh ann ag obair 
ar an gceist seo.  Bhí go leor daoine i dteagmháil leis an Roinn chun an cheist seo a phlé agus tá 
an obair seo déanta.  Bhí go leor fadhbanna againn leis an Oifig um Sholáthar Rialtais chun tús a 
chur leis an bpróiseas seo.  Tá an próiseas seo á dhéanamh i mo Roinn féin agus tá súil agam go 
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mbeimid in ann é a thosú chomh luath agus is féidir.  Bhíomar ag dul tríd an bpróiseas atá ann 
leis an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe freisin.  Tá súil agam go mbeimid in ann 
an próiseas a thosú.  Tá an próiseas comhairliúcháin phoiblí críochnaithe.  Beidh an Roinn ag 
obair ar an athbhreithniú seo le linn an tsamhraidh agus tá súil agam go mbeidh sé críochnaithe 
ag druidim le Meán Fómhair nó roimh an geimhreadh.

21/06/2022HHH00400Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Tá sé sin go hiontach.  Ní raibh sé iomlán soiléir sa chéad fhrea-
gra a thug sé.  Tá sé sin go maith.  Sílim go mbeidh muintir na Gaeltachta sásta a chloisteáil go 
bhfuil amlíne de chineál éigin ann.

Tá ceist amháin agam ionas go dtuigfidh mé i gceart é.  Dúirt an tAire Stáit sa chéad fhrea-
gra a thug sé go raibh fadhb ann sainchomhairleoireacht a cheapadh.  Tá an próiseas inmheán-
ach nó an próiseas comhairliúcháin poiblí críochnaithe agus tá an Roinn ag oibriú ar seo anois.  
Caithfear athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ina dhiaidh sin.  Beidh an obair sin á dhéanamh i rith an 
tsamhraidh.  Céard go díreach atá ag teastáil anois?  An bhfuil aon cheapachán eile ag teastáil 
nó an é sin an próiseas atá le dhéanamh sa Roinn go dtí go mbeidh tuairisc á chur amach?  Mar 
is eol don Aire, tá súil agam go mbeidh toghchán ann ina dhiaidh sin.

21/06/2022HHH00500Deputy Jack Chambers: Tá mo Roinn i mbun próisis féinsholáthair faoi láthair chun sain-
chomhairleoireacht a ceapadh don tasc.  Táthar ag súil go gceapfar sainchomhairleoireacht 
don chúram seo gan mórán moille.  Tá an próiseas comhairliúcháin phoiblí críochnaithe ag an 
Roinn.   Nuair a bhíomar ag dul tríd an bpróiseas eile, bhí an próiseas comhairliúcháin phoiblí 
críochnaithe agus an athbhreithniú a dhéanamh freisin.

Beidh an t-athbhreithniú á dhéanamh ag lucht an saincomhairleoireachta.  Tá súil agam go 
mbeimid in ann é a dhéanamh le linn an tsamhraidh agus go mbeidh sé críochnaithe roimh an 
gheimhridh.  Tá trí nó ceithre mhí againn chun é dhéanamh agus beimid in ann an athbhreithniú 
a fhoilsiú ina dhiaidh sin.  Beidh an tAire, an Teachta Martin, agus mé féin in ann an struchtúr 
nua a phlé i ndiaidh na hathbhreithnithe.

  Is féidir teacht ar Cheisteanna Scríofa ar www.oireachtas.ie.

  Written Answers are published on the Oireachtas website.

21/06/2022HHH00600Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters

21/06/2022HHH00700Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I wish to advise the House of the follow-
ing matters in respect of which notice has been given under Standing Order 37A and the name 
of the Member in each case: (1) Deputy Bernard Durkan - to discuss the retention of a teacher at 
Kilshanroe school and Maynooth education campus, County Kildare; (2) Deputy Ciarán Can-
non - to discuss underfunding of Galway County Council; (3) Deputy Kieran O’Donnell - to 
discuss plans to address crisis levels of overcrowding at University Hospital Limerick emer-
gency department; (4) Deputy Brian Stanley - to discuss the lack of dental services for children 
in Laois and Offaly; (5) Deputy Maurice Quinlivan - to discuss the HIQA report on the emer-
gency department at Cork University Hospital; (6) Deputy Richard O’Donoghue - to discuss 
the sustainability of the pig farm business given current pig prices; (7) Deputy Sean Sherlock 
- to discuss the current status of the Brexit adjustment reserve; (8) Deputy David Stanton - to 
discuss the Cork county development plan and the siting of a retail outlet centre near Carrigto-
hill; (8) Deputy Michael Creed - to discuss the design brief in respect of a new school in County 
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Cork; (10) Deputies Marian Harkin and Martin Kenny - to discuss the HSE decision to end the 
mobile cath lab service at Sligo University Hospital on 30 June; (11) Deputy Marc Ó Catha-
saigh - to discuss the provision of appropriate buildings to house Tramore Educate Together 
National School; (12) Deputy Steven Matthews - to discuss the provision of school meals in 
schools with newly awarded Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools status; (13) Deputy 
Louise O’Reilly - to discuss the need for permanent accommodation for Malahide Portmarnock 
Educate Together National School; (14) Deputy Colm Burke - to discuss plans to implement 
the free contraception scheme for 17- to 25-year-olds; (15) Deputy Paul McAuliffe - to discuss 
the lack of taxis in Dublin; (16) Deputy Holly Cairns - to discuss the shortage of school places 
for children with special educational needs and disabilities in Cork South-West; (17) Deputy 
Thomas Gould - to discuss the provision of affordable housing in Cork; (18) Deputy Pat Buck-
ley - to discuss staff shortages in Cork County Council and their effect on local services; and 
(19) Christopher O’Sullivan - to discuss the impact of the proposed military exercises by the 
French navy off the south-west coast of Ireland.

The matters raised by Deputies Bernard Durkan, Louise O’Reilly, Paul McAuliffe, and Mar-
ian Harkin and Martin Kenny have been selected for discussion.

21/06/2022HHH00800Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

21/06/2022HHH00850School Staff

21/06/2022HHH00900Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for allowing me to again raise 
this particular issue.  I acknowledge the Minister’s presence in the Chamber to address it.  I 
am talking about three schools, two of which are jointly located and a third that is some miles 
distant from that group.  The schools that are jointly located are second level schools and the 
one by itself, in a place called Kilshanroe-Carbury, is a national school.  The problem is that the 
national school is about to lose a teacher.  It had five teachers but will end up with four.  The dif-
ficulty is it is a small school and the numbers have burgeoned since last year.  It barely had the 
numbers with just 107 pupils on the roll in September 2021.  This year, however, it already has 
112 pupils.  This will now place an extra burden on the teachers, especially their ability to give 
of their best in a demanding situation.  There is at least one situation whereby two children with 
autism will have to share a classroom with more than 30 children, which is not suitable for the 
other children or those who require a special autism unit.  No such unit is available in the area.

I understand the usual appeal has been made in this particular case but it has been refused.  
In view of the fact that children with autism are involved, as is the loss of a teacher who will 
be replaced again next year, I do not see the logic in it.  The Minister has vast experience in 
this particular area.  It goes without saying she would be equally knowledgeable and, it is to be 
hoped, sympathetic to reviewing the issue once again as it affects the school, with a view to a 
favourable outcome.

Two second level schools are located on the same Maynooth campus.  It was a ground-
breaking, and long and dedicated, effort on the part of parents, boards of management, etc. 
when they sought to place both schools on the same site.  They share recreational and many 
other facilities.  It is a big school campus.  Approximately 2,000 students attend both schools.
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It is important to note that, whatever indications were given during the initial negotiations 
about an extra teacher in line with the criterion of 1.5, a teacher is about to be lost as well.  This 
is a high-density area with a rapidly growing population.  Following the extensive negotiations 
between the parents, boards of management and previous Ministers, an indication was given 
that there would be a derogation so as to ensure that there would be an extra teacher, but the 
schools will lose a teacher in the current year.

The pressures are obvious, including population size and the need to cater for so many stu-
dents at the one location, which the schools are doing successfully.  The pressures merit further 
evaluation by the Minister.  I do not want to tell her, or suggest to her, how she should do her 
job - she is well versed in this area - but I ask that she give full consideration to the question.

21/06/2022JJJ00200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I thank the Deputy for the opportunity to 
outline for the House the position on staffing in schools, particularly the schools referred to by 
the Deputy.

The key factors for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30 September, those being the October returns.  Previous budgets of 2016 and 2018 improved 
the staffing schedule.  Budget 2021 implemented a reduction of one point for the 2021-22 
school year so that primary schools were allocated teaching posts on an average basis of one 
classroom teacher for every 25 pupils.  Budget 2022 progressed the ongoing major investment 
in our primary education sector by providing a further reduction of one point for the 2022-23 
school year so that primary schools would be allocated teaching posts on an average basis of 
one classroom teacher for every 24 pupils in September 2022.  This brings the staffing schedule 
to a further new historical low for primary schools.  Lower thresholds apply to DEIS urban 
band 1 schools.  In addition, there has been a reduction of three points in the retention schedule, 
which has helped schools that would otherwise be at risk of losing teaching posts.

The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
under certain published criteria.  The primary school referred to by the Deputy has had its ap-
peal considered by the Primary Staffing Appeals Board and has been informed that it will retain 
its current staffing for the 2022-23 school year, pending - this point is important - confirmation 
that the school meets the required enrolment threshold in September.

Teacher allocations to all second level schools are approved annually by the Department 
in accordance with established rules based on recognised pupil enrolments.  The Department 
provides a staffing allocation to each education and training board, ETB, based on the overall 
enrolment of the schools within the ETB.  The distribution of this staffing allocation is a matter 
for the chief executive officer, CEO, of the ETB based on the overall enrolment of the schools 
within the ETB.

The criteria for the allocation of posts are communicated to school managements annu-
ally and are available on the Department’s website.  In accordance with the published staffing 
arrangements, each school management authority is required to organise its subject options 
within the limit of its approved teacher allocation.  Where a school management authority is 
unable to meet its curricular commitments within its approved allocation, the Department con-
siders applications for additional short-term support, for example, curricular concessions as the 
case arises.  This concession is available as a short-term support to enable essential curricular 
provision to continue�
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The allocation processes include appellate mechanisms under which schools and ETBs can 
appeal against the allocation due to them under the staffing schedules.  The ETB can submit an 
appeal under certain criteria to an independent appeal board, which was established specifically 
to adjudicate on appeals on staffing allocations in post-primary schools.  The Post-Primary Ap-
peals Board operates independently of the Department.

21/06/2022JJJ00300Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Minister for her reply.  I am sure that the criteria 
applicable to Kilshanroe will be followed up on immediately.

The question on the Maynooth post-primary schools relates to previous Ministers, who 
made promises to the two schools because of the unique nature of their co-location, the large 
number of students being catered for and the fact that the previous school was being made avail-
able for other uses, which will come about in due course and be a matter for further discussion.

The Minister’s reply underlines her own knowledge of the issue.  I am sure that the school 
authorities on the campus on Moyglare Road will pursue it through the appropriate channels.  
The decision was not made by the Kildare and Wicklow ETB, KWETB, but by previous Min-
isters.  They made it for an obvious reason, that being, the challenges facing the schools in 
bringing so many students together when sites were scarce.  They did it, and all credit goes to 
all involved.  With the KWETB, perhaps the Minister, using her good offices, might encourage 
the bringing about of the commitment that was entered into previously.

21/06/2022JJJ00400Deputy Norma Foley: I acknowledge the Deputy’s ongoing commitment to, and interest 
in, all areas pertaining to education, particularly these cases.

Regarding the primary school, I have outlined that the application has been successful, 
pending the 30 September enrolment numbers.  Regarding the campus and the post-primary 
schools, the Department provides the staffing allocation to each ETB on the basis of the overall 
enrolment of students within schools in the board’s charge.  Responsibility for the distribution 
of that staffing allocation falls upon the shoulders of the ETB’s CEO.

Where there may be a specific shortfall and a school management authority is unable to 
meet its curricular commitments for the students within its approved allocation, the Depart-
ment considers applications for additional short-term support.  This concession is available to 
enable the continuation of essential curricular provision.  The allocation process includes ap-
pellate mechanisms under which schools and ETBs can appeal against the allocations due to 
them under the staffing schedules.  The ETB is free to submit an appeal under the criteria to the 
independent appeals board if it is the ETB’s opinion that it is not in a position in a particular 
school to provide the curricular demands.  It is within the remit of the ETB to do that, and the 
appeals board, which operates independently of the Department, gives consideration to all cases 
that are brought to its attention.

21/06/2022JJJ00500Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Minister.

21/06/2022JJJ00600Schools Building Projects

21/06/2022JJJ00700Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I thank the Minister for being present for this debate.  The hour 
is late and, therefore, I appreciate her attendance�

She will undoubtedly be aware that planning permission has been refused at a new site for 
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the Malahide Portmarnock Educate Together National School.  I was there on Friday when I 
met its principal, Ms Emer Hoy, her deputy principal, Ms Ríona Wise, and Mr. Matt Harrison, 
a member of the board of management who is also a staff member.  I walked around the school 
and looked at the accommodation.  To say that it was less than ideal would be flattering.  I pay 
tribute to the school staff and parents for keeping the show on the road, but the school has been 
in temporary accommodation for eight years.  I understand that the need for primary education 
is decreasing in some areas, but that is not the case in my area.  We are one of the fastest grow-
ing areas, not just in the State, but in Europe.  As such, the need for the school is increasing and 
it has to be put on a permanent footing.  It is impossible for Emer or any of the staff to be able 
to plan�

I want to hear if the Minister can set out a realistic timeframe for the delivery of the new 
school because it looks like they have been put back to the start of what was a long process.  As 
I have said, they spent eight years in temporary accommodation.  We could have a conversation 
about what “temporary” means if it lasts for eight years.  There comes a point when the word 
“temporary” has to be replaced with “inappropriate” if the accommodation is not appropriate.  
Having said that, the staff are doing their best to keep the show on the road for the sake of the 
pupils.  There are simple things.  For example, they have the use of a field but they do not have 
access to it because they do not have a gate to get into it.  That would be an additional place for 
the kids to go and play.  They are doing running repairs on the accommodation, which is less 
than ideal but they know they have it for at least the next two years thereafter.  The hope would 
be that they would be moving into a new school.  I hope the Minister will tell me that will hap-
pen but they cannot be in a constant situation of doing running repairs when they do not know 
when they will get their new accommodation.

Everybody agrees they need the new accommodation; there is no disputing that.  The Min-
ister, the parents, the pupils and the staff do not dispute that.  We know there needs to be new 
accommodation and that it is in a part of the State where the population is growing, so the need 
is there.  The staff want to hear if the Minister will commit her officials to working closely with 
Emer, the rest of the staff, the board of management, the parents and the representatives there to 
deliver this and to ensure they do not have to go through the same processes they have already 
gone through again.  They are at this stage where they have spent eight years in temporary ac-
commodation, including seven years in their current location.  The news that the planning per-
mission was not granted devastated the parents.  I was going to come in and read out the emails 
and recount the situation to the Minister but she knows exactly what news like that will do to 
a community.  The pupils who started originally are finished.  They started in the temporary 
school thinking it might be a year or two years, maybe three at a push, but they are finishing 
primary school and moving on to secondary school.  I am hoping the Minister has some good 
news for me tonight.

21/06/2022KKK00200Deputy Norma Foley: I thank the Deputy for raising the matter as it provides me with the 
opportunity to update her on the building project to provide a new school for Malahide Portmar-
nock Educate Together National School on lands at Broomfield, Malahide, County Dublin.  As 
the Deputy has outlined, Malahide Portmarnock Educate Together National School is currently 
in interim accommodation in the former Teagasc building at Malahide Road, Kinsealy.

Fingal County Council, under the memorandum of understanding between the Department 
and the City and County Management Association for the identification of new school sites, 
identified the site for the new school in Broomfield.  The site was recommended by Fingal 
County Council as suitable for the development of school facilities and acquired in conjunction 
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with Fingal County Council under the Fingal model agreement.  Planning permission was sub-
mitted to the local authority on 4 March for the development of a new two-storey, 16-classroom 
primary school.  The Department received notification that the planning permission application 
was refused by the local authority on 27 April 2022.  The Department has had a post-refusal 
meeting with Fingal County Council, which was constructive.  During the meeting council of-
ficials pointed out factors which could be addressed in a new planning application, including 
pedestrian access to and from an adjacent housing development.  The Department’s project 
manager and design team are liaising with the local authority in preparation for a new pre-
planning meeting with a view to the submission of a new planning application for the school 
project as early as possible.

I am familiar with the school and I understand the case the Deputy is making on the long-
term experience in temporary accommodation and the disappointment when it did not get 
through the planning process.  We are continuing the work.  We had a positive engagement at 
the post-refusal meeting and we are pursuing a pre-planning meeting with the intention of sub-
mitting a new planning application to move this apace.  In saying that, I want to acknowledge, 
as the Deputy has, the extraordinary commitment from staff, students, the entire school com-
munity and the wider community.  I know there is a huge investment that has been made and I 
appreciate the Deputy’s bona fides in raising it here as well.  An investment has been made by 
so many people in advancing this and it is our determination to look at making a new submis-
sion.  We have gone through the process of the post-refusal meeting.  The pre-planning process 
is the next step and then we will be submitting, as quickly as we possibly can, a new application 
to advance the school as quickly as possible.

21/06/2022KKK00300Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I thank the Minister for the reply.  I note that in the Minister’s 
reply she says that as part of the post-refusal meeting, factors were pointed out that could be ad-
dressed in a new planning application, including pedestrian access.  If that had been advised in 
advance then that would have been addressed because that is not a huge issue.  It is something 
that could be addressed quickly and to have things put back, because of something that is not 
trivial because pedestrian access is important, but because of something that could have been 
addressed in advance, is deeply frustrating for the staff.

I wanted to hear a realistic timeframe from the Minister.  She is saying the factors can be 
addressed.  Can she commit that some of her officials will work with the school and Fingal 
County Council to bring this all together?  It is a project that is nearly there.  To be fair to the 
staff, parents and students, they thought they had done the heavy lifting on it but now they are 
here and they find themselves with more work to do.  The problem they face is they do not 
want to be back at the start.  If there are factors that can be addressed, how quickly can that be 
done?  Can the Minister ensure that somebody from her Department will proactively work with 
them to get these issues addressed and over the line?  The Minister knows well that the job of 
a teacher and a school principal is many and varied without adding architecture, along with a 
little bit of building and minor works, onto it.  They are stretched.

I refer to the running repairs that have to be done to the temporary accommodation.  Will it 
be possible to ensure that they can be fast-tracked?  A lot of these works are required immedi-
ately in order to facilitate the expansion of the school.  I appreciate that this was not envisaged 
because they thought they would be in their new school by now.

21/06/2022KKK00400Deputy Norma Foley: I want to underline my clear appreciation and understanding of the 
school community and the position in which they find themselves.  I am familiar with this case 
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and the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, and 
others, have engaged with me on an ongoing basis on this school.  On the planning process, we 
engaged in the pre-planning aspect of it and no one knows better than someone involved in a 
planning application that any issue can arise once a planning application has been submitted.  
We are re-engaging in the process in good faith and we are determined to ensure the facility 
will be made available as quickly as we possibly can.  I say with sincerity to the Deputy that it 
would be unwise of me to predict a planning application process.  I wish I could because that 
would be of enormous benefit to everybody concerned.

I am giving the Deputy an absolute commitment that we will move this as quickly as we 
possibly can.  We immediately engaged with the post-refusal meeting and we are engaging in 
the pre-planning process.  We will move this apace as quickly as we can, in deference to the 
great need in the community and for the school community.  On the specific issues the Deputy 
has raised, we will engage on an ongoing basis on the shorter-term needs it might have and we 
will make suitable and appropriate provision for it.  I am under no illusion as to the necessity 
and urgency of this appropriate provision and I give an absolute commitment, as I have done 
on an ongoing basis, that we will expedite this as quickly as we possibly can.  That involves the 
appropriate engagement with the planning authority, which we will do.  It is my expectation that 
we will meet all the criteria that are required.

21/06/2022LLL00100Public Transport

21/06/2022LLL00200Deputy Paul McAuliffe: I appreciate the Minister of State, Deputy Butler, is here as a rep-
resentative of Government and I would appreciate if she could bring back to the Minister for 
Transport something critical in Dublin city for two groups of people.  They include those who 
seek a taxi, often at weekends late at night, many of them young people who have not had a 
chance to go out for the past few years and who are enjoying that great city but cannot get home 
safely and quickly, which they would be able to do with a functioning industry.  It is critical also 
for an industry that includes drivers.  Taxis are public transport.  We should protect and work 
with them to make sure it is an attractive industry for young drivers to enter and for those who 
have spent their lives working with taxis.

I am worried on two fronts.  For some time, prior to and throughout the pandemic, the Na-
tional Transport Authority, NTA, has operated as a hands-off regulator and has not been work-
ing with the industry.  It has a taxi advisory group but it is not transparent.  Many representative 
bodies are not represented on it and there is not the full engagement about the future of the 
industry that is needed.  The NTA has not been doing its work and this week, as a result of the 
shortage of taxis, some of my Government colleagues, including those in Cabinet, have spoken 
about introducing ride-sharing arrangements, sometimes referred to as Uber but other services 
are available.  That free-for-all deregulation would remove all the protections for many young 
people, women and people who rely on the safety and knowledge that taxi drivers are vetted 
and regulated.  We cannot go from an over-regulated, micromanaged approach by the NTA to a 
system of total deregulation of a ride-sharing app.  That would be unsafe and bad for customers 
and drivers�

Weekend after weekend we get stories from people coming in.  I know the Minister of State 
is from Waterford but in Dublin city some of the geography means people walk huge distances.  
They come out of pubs at 12 midnight or 12.30 a.m. and walk from Camden Street to Dorset 
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Street or have to walk from the city centre to Phibsborough to get taxis.  People end up going 
on longer journeys with friends because they do not want to leave people behind, or people are 
left walking on their own.  We know from experience that none of that is safe.  We have seen 
high-profile cases where people who get into strange cars are incredibly vulnerable.

The Minister for Transport needs to take this by the horns.  We need to solve the problem 
of the shortage with more taxis and we need a better deal for taxi drivers.  That is all possible if 
the NTA rolls up its sleeves and sees itself as part of the solution�  

We need a commission on the future of the taxi industry to look at all the challenges, the 
biggest of which is the ten-year rule.  Next year 5,344 cars will be taken off the road because of 
that rule but the next morning they can operate as limousines and they can also operate as lim-
ousines on some of the apps because of an anomaly in deregulation, one of many such anoma-
lies.  We should be open to listen to the taxi industry and to consumers.  This is not something 
apart from the important issues of our city.  It is core to the running of our city and to having a 
healthy night-time economy, which is important.

21/06/2022LLL00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I thank the Deputy and assure him that, 
though Waterford is smaller than Dublin, we have taxis there.  I am sure the Minister of State 
would need one if she was to get back-----

21/06/2022LLL00400Deputy Paul McAuliffe: It was her knowledge of the geography of Dublin I was referring 
to�

21/06/2022LLL00500Minister of State at the Department of Health(Deputy Mary Butler): I thank the Deputy 
for raising this important issue.  I will bring his comments back to the Minister, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan.  Just before I came down to take this matter, it was being addressed on “Prime Time” 
tonight so it is getting, I believe rightly, focus.

The regulation of the small public service vehicle, SPSV, sector, is the responsibility of the 
NTA under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  The number of drivers licensed 
to operate in Dublin rose by 381 from a total of 14,572 at 31 December 2021 to 14,953 at the 
end of May 2022.  In terms of licensed vehicles, the total number and breakdown by type of 
SPSV vehicles licensed in Dublin to the end of May 2022 has also shown a small increase of 
32 since the beginning of the year, which is a positive sign that drivers are slowly returning to 
the industry.

Last week, the NTA approved an average increase of 12% on taxi fares from 1 September 
2022, as proposed in the recent national maximum fares review, which will be the first increase 
on such fares since 2017.  Increasing taxi fares, particularly the premium fare charged for 
journeys taken between 8 p.m. and 8 a.m. or on Sundays and public holidays, is designed to en-
courage more taxi drivers to operate during that time, thus increasing availability to passengers 
nationally. 

While the NTA has statutory responsibility for regulating the SPSV industry, taxi drivers 
are self-employed individuals and, as such, decide on their own business strategies within the 
regulatory framework.  Additionally, SPSV operators choose the times at which they operate.  
The 2022 SPSV driver survey, conducted by the NTA earlier this year, shows that 93% of driv-
ers are now working but only 29% currently undertake night work.  That bears out the point the 
Deputy has been making.  Some 30% of drivers reported that they would consider doing night 
work if the relevant fares were to increase.  In recognition of this, the proposed fare increases 
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have been weighted in favour of the premium rate. The increase in cents and euro for each taxi 
user per journey is not substantial; however, the cumulative impact will be significant for driv-
ers, and the weighting in the increase has been designed to encourage more drivers to operate, 
particularly at night, to meet the renewed levels of demand that have arisen because of the in-
crease in social activity and the reactivation of the night-time economy.

The Deputy will be aware that the Minister for Transport and the NTA introduced several 
supports during the Covid-19 pandemic to reduce the costs for licensed SPSVs to continue in 
the industry during this difficult period.  These included several extensions of the maximum 
vehicle age on an emergency basis.  The NTA also introduced a regulatory measure during 
Covid to allow licence holders to be inactive for 24 months - previously it was 12 - to allow 
them to remain attached to the industry with no associated costs during that uncertain time.  It 
is hoped that a significant proportion of these licences will return now that demand for services 
is increasing�

The SPSV motor tax refund scheme was introduced as an additional financial support to 
assist the SPSV industry in its recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic.  The Minister provided 
funding of €2 million to the scheme, which commenced on 1 September 2021, ensuring that 
SPSV licence holders could receive a reimbursement of €95 for their SPSV motor tax.  The 
scheme will end on 31 August 2022. 

21/06/2022LLL00600Deputy Paul McAuliffe: I appreciate the Minister of State outlining some of the changes 
but my experience of representing many taxi drivers during the pandemic was that we treated 
them totally differently from other businesses.  They had to use savings or their €350 pandemic 
unemployment payment, PUP, to cover business costs.  In every other industry, with very gen-
erous and important supports such as wage subsidy schemes and rates rebates, we funded the 
costs of industry, but we did not for vehicle-bases services, including the taxi industry.

The problem is we now expect those 3,500 taxi drivers to buy a new car, which is a once-in-
a-decade investment, after two years of almost no business.  A bank manager would be mad to 
give a loan to anybody in those circumstances.

The Minister for Transport wants to decarbonise the fleet and so do I.  It is one of the im-
portant ways we can show electric vehicles can be part of the change to decarbonisation but 
we have a silly anomaly whereby the person has to borrow the entire amount to replace the car 
and subsequently reclaim the grant they will be given.  There is no way for them to bridge that 
finance but it would be better to allow them to pay the balance and allow the garage to claim the 
grant directly, reducing the costs.  That is one example of how the ten-year rule is not working.

11 o’clock

The NTA has to look at this very obvious problem in respect of grants for electric vehicles.  
It is a problem to which there is a solution, one that would make things easier for taxi drivers.  
As I said, this is about getting a better deal for taxi drivers so that we can get more taxis on the 
road.  I ask the Minister of State to bring back to the Cabinet my warning against the introduc-
tion of ride-sharing.  It is unsafe and unfair on the industry.  In my view, it is a headline-grab-
bing attempt to solve a problem when the real solution is to roll up our sleeves and work with 
the industry and consumers to resolve it.

21/06/2022MMM00200Deputy Mary Butler: I will certainly bring the Deputy’s thoughts and comments back to 
the Minister.  I will touch on the issue of transitioning the fleet.  The Department of Transport 
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remains committed to supporting the transition of the SPSV fleet towards zero and low-emis-
sion vehicles.  It has made funding available to the NTA to provide grants for the provision and 
conversion of vehicles to make them wheelchair accessible, which is a requirement for new 
entrants, and a grant is also provided to convert the SPSV fleet to lower-emission and zero-
emission vehicles.  The number of such grants administered has been encouraging with 780 
issued between the beginning of the scheme in 2018 and 2021, notwithstanding the Covid pan-
demic, with associated funding of €13.7 million provided.  A further €15 million in funding was 
provided in budget 2022.  The Minister has said that he is satisfied that the measures taken to 
date to assist the taxi industry as it emerges from the pandemic should encourage new entrants 
to the industry - and we are hopeful they will - while also encouraging a significant proportion 
of inactive licenceholders to return to the industry both nationally and in Dublin city now that 
the demand for services is again increasing.

In addition to supporting the SPSV industry, the NTA is committed to providing additional 
bus services that operate on a 24-7 basis as part of the BusConnects programme in our cities.  
Routes C5 and C6 to Lucan, Maynooth and Celbridge began operating on a 24-hour basis in 
November 2021, bringing the number of such routes in Dublin city to five.  Another one is 
operating in Cork.  A further three will be provided in Dublin this year, one of which, the N4 
between Blanchardstown and the Point, commenced operation on 29 May.  As funding allows, 
more will be added each year as the new BusConnects Dublin network is rolled out.  Addition-
ally, the Nitelink bus services continue to operate in Dublin over the weekend.  In saying that, 
I take on board everything the Deputy has said.  We all have young adult children - well, I cer-
tainly do - and we hope that, if they need a taxi at night, they will be in a position to avail of one.

21/06/2022MMM00250Hospital Services

21/06/2022MMM00300Deputy Marian Harkin: Last week, the Saolta University Health Care Group announced 
the closure of the two day per week cath lab service at Sligo University Hospital, SUH.  This 
announcement sent shockwaves not just through the community in Sligo, but across Leitrim, 
Roscommon, Donegal, Mayo and Cavan.  This two day per week service was inadequate to 
begin with.  What we really need is a full-time service.  It is a slap in the face that this service is 
being withdrawn.  What steps were taken by the Minister or the HSE to stop this service clos-
ing at the end of June?  I sat in this Chamber just a few weeks ago and listened to the Taoiseach 
tell a Deputy that the second cath lab in Waterford is being funded and that staff resources are 
in place.  Good luck to the people of Waterford and the south east.  They need that lab but what 
about the north west?  Why are we being bypassed again?  North of a line from Dublin to Gal-
way, there are no specialist centres.  There are two in Dublin and one each in Waterford, Cork, 
Limerick and Galway.  According to the national heart attack audit report, it is estimated that it 
takes heart attack patients approximately three hours to reach Galway from their time of arrival 
in Sligo University Hospital.  That is the median time.  The ideal time is 90 minutes.  What 
government could stand over this discrimination?  Will the Minister of State explain to us this 
evening why this is happening?

21/06/2022MMM00400Deputy Martin Kenny: Deputy Harkin and I, and in fairness all of the other Deputies 
in our constituency, have been talking about cath lab services for Sligo since I was elected 
to the House in 2016.  It was a one to two day a week service in a mobile unit.  It was totally 
inadequate and not doing the job.  I remember speaking to the cardiologist in the hospital, Dr. 
Murray, and he told me that when he retires, it will be very difficult to get another cardiolo-
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gist because nobody will want to work in a hospital that does not have the diagnostic services.  
Despite this, we are now not only talking about the poor and inadequate service we had but 
about that service being taken away entirely.  It is an absolute disgrace that this is happening.  
Deputy Harkin spoke about a line between Dublin and Galway.  There is nothing above that 
line.  What are the people of the north west supposed to do?  Where are the answers here?  It is 
just unbelievable.

Last December, I submitted a written question on this matter and was told that a national 
review of specialist cardiac services under the chairmanship of Professor Philip Nolan was con-
tinuing.  That started in 2018.  We are now in 2022 and the inadequate service we have is being 
taken away.  Prior to that, in 2013, the HSE in the north west carried out a review of cardiac 
services and indicated that there should be a full, proper, permanent service put in place in Sligo 
University Hospital.  Here we are, almost ten years later, and the inadequate service that was 
there, which was useless for anyone who happened to suffer a cardiac arrest or other problem on 
the wrong day of the week, is now being taken away.  It is beyond belief that this is happening.  I 
have not read the Minister of State’s response yet but the serious problem we had until now has 
become a serious crisis.  The Government has to have a long-term solution to this, which is to 
put a full and proper service in place, but it must also immediately ensure that the poor and in-
adequate service we have now is at least kept in place until a full and proper service is provided.

21/06/2022MMM00500Deputy Mary Butler: I thank both Deputies for raising this really serious issue.  I am here 
with my colleague from Waterford who is Acting Chairman tonight.  We could talk about cath 
labs all day long.  My very first speech after being elected in 2016 related to cath lab services 
in Waterford.

As the Deputies will know, mobile cardiac cath lab services have been provided at Sligo 
University Hospital by a private company.  I am informed by the HSE that the company con-
cerned is to cease its provision of mobile cath lab services at SUH and other hospitals in the 
Irish market at the end of June.  As a result, the Saolta University Hospital Group is working 
with hospital management on contingency measures to ensure adequate services are provided to 
patients.  The HSE has advised that all options have been explored in relation to the continued 
provision of cath lab services in SUH after the cessation by the current service provider later 
this month.

In light of these considerations and the lack of private service providers in the marketplace, 
it is not possible for the service to continue in SUH when the mobile service ends on 30 June.  
As a result, the service will temporarily be provided at University Hospital Galway, UHG.  
Strong clinical service links are in place between Sligo and Galway, with an existing cardiolo-
gist at SUH providing a sessional commitment at UHG.  Designated access will be provided for 
Sligo patients at the UHG cath lab unit.

We are also waiting patiently on the national review of specialist cardiac services, which is 
in its final stages and due to be published shortly.  The review will set out the roadmap for fu-
ture delivery of cardiac services nationally.  As Deputy Martin Kenny said, the national review 
of specialist cardiac services commenced in January 2018 under the chairmanship of Professor 
Philip Nolan and a steering group formed from nominations of interested stakeholders repre-
senting medical, professional and technical staff and nursing and patient representatives.  The 
aim of the cardiac services review is to achieve optimal patient outcomes at population level, 
with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustainability of the services that patients 
receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration of a national adult cardiac service.  
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This aligns with the Sláintecare reform programme.  In terms of scope, the national review 
covers scheduled and unscheduled hospital-based services for the diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiac disease in adults�  

I know the Deputies will be extremely disappointed with the answer I have read out.  We 
have all come together in Waterford and the south east for many years trying to achieve an ex-
tension of hours in cardiac services.  I understand how devastated the Deputies are to lose the 
limited cardiac service Sligo has because the private provider is leaving.  While I cannot say for 
definite, I am pretty sure it is the same provider that previously provided services in Waterford 
three days a week.  Apparently, it is ceasing to operate in the country completely.  It is leaving 
the Deputies in a bad situation.

I read the reply before I came to the Chamber and it contains devastating news for them.  
I understand what Deputy Harkin said.  It necessitates a three-hour journey from some parts.  
We all know how time is so important.  I will bring their concerns back to the Minister, Deputy 
Stephen Donnelly.  I will listen to what they have to say again now.

21/06/2022NNN00200Deputy Marian Harkin: I do not doubt the sincerity of the Minister of State.  I have read 
the answer which stated that the HSE advised that all options had been explored.  What were 
those options?  When did they know?  What did they do?  We are getting absolutely no informa-
tion.  The Minister of State spoke about when she was first elected to the House.  Back in 2018 
a colleague of hers, the former Deputy, Eamon Scanlon, raised this issue here.  He also said 
that not having a permanent cath lab in Sligo has serious implications for the recruitment of an 
additional cardiologist.  Everybody in Sligo knows that is staring us in the face right now.  It is 
not just the cath lab.

This answer tells us that strong clinical links are in place between Sligo and Galway.  The 
Minister of State said it takes three hours to get there from some places.  That is the median 
time.  The longest time is between five hours and six hours.  I did not quote the longest time.  I 
do not blame the Minister of State personally.  She read out what she was given.  I have heard 
one excuse after another.  It is time we got answers.  We need them.

21/06/2022NNN00300Deputy Martin Kenny: I am very disappointed with the answer that the best the HSE can 
do is to provide a temporary service in Galway.  A service existed in Galway anyway.  This is 
not something new.  There is a cath lab in Galway.  It is totally inappropriate to suggest that is 
the best that can be done.  Why can a temporary cath lab not be supplied in Sligo now?  Why can 
that not be the plan?  There is no mention of anything happening in Sligo University Hospital.

A previous Topical Issue discussed a school operating in temporary accommodation for 
the past 11 or 12 years.  Temporary can very quickly become semi-permanent and totally inad-
equate.  We fear that is what will happen with this.  The clear message from the people of the 
north west is that the Government needs to step up to the mark on this issue.  We cannot be left 
without a cath lab service in the north west and in Sligo University Hospital.  It must be put in 
place.  There are no excuses.  There is no other way of doing it.  It must be put in place.  I ap-
peal to the Minister of State to go back to the senior Minister and express those views.  These 
are not just the views of Deputy Harkin and me.  They are the views of all the other Deputies, 
representatives and people of the north west who feel very let down and very cross about this 
situation.  The Government simply must deliver it and do so now.

21/06/2022NNN00400Deputy Mary Butler: I can understand how upset, annoyed and disappointed the Deputies 
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are about what has transpired.  We have had many conversations about cardiac supports and 
how important they are.  As I outlined earlier, the HSE has advised that all options have been 
explored regarding the continued provision of cath lab services in Sligo University Hospital 
after the cessation by the current service provider later this month.  It will exit the Irish market 
completely at the end of June which is very disappointing.  I know the Deputies are disap-
pointed with the answer and with the detail it contained.  They can rest assured that I will bring 
this back to the Minister, Deputy Stephen Donnelly.

I can go through the response and tell them what has been provided in Galway.  I understand 
that we also need a good service in Galway.  We need services everywhere, especially cardiac 
services.  I understand completely.  We have had an enormous battle in the south east for many 
years.  I know the Deputies in the north west have been raising it and have all come together as 
a collective.  I will certainly pass on their concerns.  I have no doubt this will be raised again 
on the floor of the Dáil.

21/06/2022NNN00500Deputy Martin Kenny: It is an example of the failure of a private provider doing some-
thing.  It can turn its back and walk away at any time.  The State has to step up to the mark on 
these issues�

21/06/2022NNN00600Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): We have not provided for an extra con-
tribution.

21/06/2022NNN00700Deputy Martin Kenny: I am chancing my arm.

Cuireadh an Dáil ar athló ar 11.16 p.m. go dtí 9.12 a.m., Dé Céadaoin, an 22 Meitheamh 
2022�

The Dáil adjourned at 11.16 p.m. until 9.12 a.m. on Wednesday, 22 June 2022.


