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Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2 p�m�

Paidir.
Prayer.

10/05/2022A00100Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

10/05/2022A00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Speaking on the radio yesterday morning, the Taoiseach de-
scribed questions regarding ownership of the new national maternity hospital as a “red herring”�  
That is a very unfair characterisation of very genuine concerns that are grounded in decades of 
women’s experiences of healthcare in this State�  The Taoiseach’s dismissal of these concerns 
is particularly disappointing given that his comments pre-empt Oireachtas examination of the 
Government’s proposal.  The process and debate to take place this week at the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Health and in the Dáil are undermined when the head of Government brushes 
aside the central questions before the scrutiny even begins.  Why bother allowing for the scru-
tiny of the proposals at all if the Taoiseach presents the current deal as a fait accompli and says 
the Government will be “pressing ahead” with the plan regardless of the outcome of Oireachtas 
deliberations?  That is the wrong way to deal with this issue�

The Government proposes to invest between €800 million and €1 billion of taxpayers’ mon-
ey in building a new and much-needed national maternity hospital�  It simply makes sense that 
the land on which that hospital is to be built is owned by the State.  This means a very clean 
transaction whereby the land is transferred directly to the State�  That was the original plan so 
why do we get this convoluted, messy ownership structure instead?  The answer to that ques-
tion is all about the financial power of the land.  It is about the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group 
retaining control of the land so it can use its value as leverage for future financial transactions.  
It is about the private interests of this group trumping the public good and a Government that is 
willing to let this happen�  The Taoiseach can talk all day about the land costing only a tenner 
a year but what he does not say is that the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group retains the right to 
impose a rent of €850,000 a year if a dispute about the operation of the hospital arises in the fu-
ture.  This gives the private landlord significant leverage and control and it most certainly does 
not amount to public ownership, as the Taoiseach has claimed�

Genuine concerns have also been expressed about the lack of clarity regarding the definition 
of “clinical appropriateness” in the legal documents�  While the Minister says he has legal guar-
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antees, it will be judges and not politicians who will adjudicate on any potential dispute and any 
legal interpretation�  For this and other reasons, the ownership of the site is not a red herring�  
Everybody wants this new hospital and we want it built quickly, but we need to get it right.

Is é an rud is ciallmhaire ná go dtógfar an t-ospidéal máithreachais nua ar thalamh poiblí�  
Is é seo an bealach is fearr chun na himní atá ar dhaoine maidir le neamhspleáchas cliniciúil 
an ospidéil a laghdú agus chun infheistíocht shuntasach an Stáit i gcúram sláinte forásach nua-
aimseartha do mhná a chosaint�

This convoluted and complex ownership model is the wrong footing on which to proceed.  
What we need is a public maternity hospital built on public land, and this can still be done�  
Will the Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the Minister for Health now get around a table with St� 
Vincent’s Healthcare Group and convince it to transfer the land directly to the State, as was the 
original plan and the original commitment from the Sisters of Charity?

10/05/2022B00200The Taoiseach: The one thing that undermines public debate on this issue is honesty of ap-
proach�  I genuinely say we need honesty and we need a full focus on the facts�  We should not 
play politics with this because it is too important�  It is too important for women’s health and 
for premature babies who will be born into the future and need a first-class neonatal facility.  
That is what the new hospital will do�  It will go from 35 neonatal beds to 50 and there will not 
be the same confinement that we have in the current hospital.  The current hospital is not fit for 
purpose�  Since 2013, this has been mooted�  We are now in 2022, nearly nine years later, and 
Deputy McDonald wants to delay it another few years and does not seem to want to get what is 
a modern maternity hospital built�  It will take some years yet to get it built once we get sanc-
tion�

Honesty is important in the debate�  For the Deputy to come in and suggest that a 300-year 
lease at a nominal rate of €10 a year is somehow not ownership is being dishonest.  I have to be 
clear about that�  I do not like saying this-----

10/05/2022B00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Yes, you do�

10/05/2022B00400The Taoiseach: -----but there is only so much nonsense that can be accommodated here in 
respect of the ownership question�  The ownership is not an issue here�  If Deputy McDonald 
does not listen to me, that is fine, but listen to the senior midwives at the hospital, who have 
asked all politicians, Government and Opposition, to listen to the clinicians in the hospital.  I 
have the letter here from the senior midwives of the National Maternity Hospital, who are very 
clear that future service users require and deserve state-of-the-art infrastructure and facilities, 
and who state: “We urge all political parties in Government and Opposition to listen to the clini-
cal staff delivering the service and to approve this project without further delay”.  It was signed 
by Mary Brosnan, the director of midwifery and nursing, and quite a number more, including 
other assistant directors of midwifery and nursing�  These are people who were there at the 
coalface every day, dealing with the clinical realities and the unacceptable situation at Holles 
Street right now�

In this morning’s Irish Examiner, for example, there was a column written by Fergus Finlay, 
a member of the HSE board who gave some illustration of the detailed consideration given by 
the HSE board and its audit and risk committee in respect of this hospital, and all of the docu-
mentation and the guarantees.  He is a person, irrespective of politics, who would not sign off on 
any deal that would compromise healthcare for women or that would allow any religious ethos 
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to have any influence whatsoever on a maternity hospital.

I ask Deputy McDonald to accept that�  I mean, it is 300 years at a tenner a year�  The Deputy 
mentioned the condition.  The condition is that they have to build a maternity hospital, essen-
tially�  That is what we are all about - building a maternity hospital�  What other business has 
the HSE if it is not going to build a maternity hospital here or facilitate the construction of a 
maternity hospital with neonatal?  Let us be honest - it is €10 per year for 300 years.  That is the 
deal�  It is leasehold�  It is not going to be a cardiology hospital�  It is not going to be any other 
type of hospital�  It is going to be a maternity hospital�

I am pleading for people to at least read the documentation, not try to distort it�  I am not say-
ing Deputy MacDonald has distorted the documentation but quite a lot of people have.  What 
Deputy McDonald comes up with now is “convoluted this” and “convoluted that”-----

10/05/2022B00500Deputy David Cullinane: It is convoluted.

10/05/2022B00600The Taoiseach: -----but the bottom line is this: it is not our land and never was our land.  
We now have a gift of the land, essentially, for 300 years at a tenner a year.  That is the reality.  
Deputy Cullinane understands leasehold too�  He knows damn well what I am saying is the 
truth�  What I am saying is the truth-----

10/05/2022C00200Deputy Bríd Smith: If it was, we would be the landowners�

10/05/2022C00300The Taoiseach: -----but for politics and for fighting other battles-----

10/05/2022C00400An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

10/05/2022C00500The Taoiseach: Other battles are being fought here through this hospital issue�  I am con-
cerned and focused entirely on women and premature babies who will be born in the future�

10/05/2022C00600An Ceann Comhairle: Can we stick to the allocated time, please?

10/05/2022C00700The Taoiseach: They need the best healthcare we can give them.  This is the best opportu-
nity we can take to give them that.

10/05/2022C00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Let us have facts and honesty then, shall we?  Holles Street 
is certainly not fit for purpose.  It is not fit for purpose because of underinvestment by Govern-
ment after Government.

10/05/2022C00900Deputy Matt Carthy: The Taoiseach was the Minister for Health�

10/05/2022C01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: By the way, it is even worse than just that.  It is not just 
Holles Street.  The Rotunda Hospital and all of our maternity services are similarly under pres-
sure and, similarly, Government after Government looked the other way.

10/05/2022C01100Deputy Stephen Donnelly: Sinn Féin campaigned against investment for the Rotunda Hos-
pital�

10/05/2022C01200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: What makes it even worse again is that Government after 
Government in the history of this State colluded with religious dogma to deny us, as women, 
what we were entitled to by way of healthcare�  When we raise these legitimate, well-founded 
questions in a spirit of honesty, we do that borne of bitter experience and a determination that 
that will never happen again.
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The Taoiseach has talked about a tenner a year for 300 years.  He is trying to pass that off as 
public ownership�  He says the land was gifted�

10/05/2022C01300An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

10/05/2022C01400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The crux of this issue is that the land has not been gifted�

10/05/2022C01500An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

10/05/2022C01600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Let me put my question again, a Cheann Comhairle�

10/05/2022C01700An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Deputy to put her question because she is over time.

10/05/2022C01800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I ask the Taoiseach, along with the Tánaiste and the Minis-
ter of Health, to go back to St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group, which the Taoiseach says has no----

10/05/2022C01900An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

10/05/2022C02000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: -----ulterior motive in the building of this hospital.  Let us 
take it on its word and tell it to make this a clean transaction and gift and transfer that site to the 
State�  In one fell swoop-----

10/05/2022C02100An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

10/05/2022C02200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: -----all of our concerns would be resolved.  Will the Tao-
iseach do that, yes or no?

10/05/2022C02300The Taoiseach: The bottom line is that it is ownership by the State of this hospital�  The 
Deputy just refuses to accept that and is creating an issue that does not merit the prioritisation 
she has given it in the context of this debate.  A 300-year lease at €10 a year is ownership by any 
other name�  That is a fact�  Anybody who understands anything about property law knows that�

The real issue is this.  The Deputy has identified instances in terms of investment in health-
care.  We want to make investment.  This Government has been in place for two years.  This 
represents a significant advance on what was put on the table in 2016 by the previous Govern-
ment in the Mulvey agreement.  This is a very significant advance in terms of the constitution 
of the hospital, the operational licence from the HSE to the hospital, the representation from the 
State via the Minister’s three nominees-----

10/05/2022C02400Deputy David Cullinane: Why not go the full way?

10/05/2022C02500The Taoiseach: -----and all of the legal guarantees that are there in terms of clinical, finan-
cial and operational independence of the hospital�  Deputy McDonald knows all of that but it 
suits the Opposition to delay this project, it seems at this stage�

10/05/2022C02600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: How are we doing that?

10/05/2022C02700The Taoiseach: I do not know, other than politics.  The Deputy is playing politics with ev-
ery issue that comes before the House.  Whatever the issue, she just wants to weigh up how she 
can undermine the Government of the day.

10/05/2022C02800Deputy Matt Carthy: The Government is well fit to undermine itself.

10/05/2022C02900The Taoiseach: It does not even have to be the maternity hospital.  She cannot have it both 
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ways all of the time�

10/05/2022C03000An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

10/05/2022C03100The Taoiseach: We have to get moving.  We should get the hospital built.  It is the best thing 
to do and we have the guarantees to underpin it.

10/05/2022C03200An Ceann Comhairle: The women of Ireland require us to conduct our business in an or-
derly fashion on their behalf�

10/05/2022C03300Deputy Matt Carthy: Perhaps the Taoiseach will answer the question�

10/05/2022C03400Deputy Ivana Bacik: Developments over recent days have just compounded our concerns 
about the proposed new national maternity hospital.  Our concerns persist.  They are valid and 
legitimate concerns that remain around the ownership, control and governance of the proposed 
hospital�  The core question for the Labour Party remains that of ownership�  It is freehold own-
ership.  We are talking about ownership in perpetuity.  That is the difference between public 
ownership in perpetuity and the leasehold arrangement, a “complicated” arrangement, as Mr� 
Fergus Finlay describes it, that is currently on the table�

The core point for us in the Labour Party is that we want to see a publicly-owned hospital 
built on publicly-owned land�  That does not mean land that is held on a 300-, 200- or 100-year 
leasehold where St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group is the landlord and the HSE the tenant.  It does 
not mean land that is privately owned by a successor company to a religious organisation.  It is 
publicly-owned land that we seek�  At this stage, in 2022----- 

10/05/2022D00200Deputy John Lahart: It was addressed in 2016�

10/05/2022D00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: -----we believe the hospital must be built on publicly-owned land.  
Without that freehold public ownership, our concerns about control and governance remain.  
They are concerns that arise from any close reading of the text of the documents that have been 
published.  They are around the €850,000 penalty rent clause, the right of the landlord to ap-
point directors, the right of those directors to nominate a rotating chairperson and the language 
of “clinically appropriate”, language that is not used to qualify the Minister’s “Golden Share” in 
clause 5, but which is used elsewhere in the document.  These concerns have not been addressed 
in recent days and we were not reassured by the interview with the deputy chairperson of the 
current board of the National Maternity Hospital�

We ask this question again�  If a 299-year lease is ownership in all but name, as the Taoise-
ach and the Government say it is----- 

10/05/2022D00400The Taoiseach: It is�

10/05/2022D00500Deputy Ivana Bacik: -----then why not put the matter beyond legal doubt and place the site 
in public ownership?  Seek that the site be gifted to the State or to be sold at a nominal fee to 
the State, as was the original plan�  Why, back in 2017, did the then Minister for Health, Deputy 
Harris, decide to proceed with this convoluted legal arrangement, rather than insisting then, 
as the Labour Party said he should, that the site be transferred into public ownership?  Why, 
in 2017, was a decision made to proceed with this convoluted Byzantine legal arrangement, 
which throws into doubt issues around a lingering ethos?  Why was the decision made then to 
proceed, rather than simply insisting on the land being transferred into public ownership?  Why 
did the State put aside the question of a compulsory purchase order mechanism?  Why did the 
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State lose that leverage by which it would have been possible to acquire the site in perpetuity 
in public ownership?  These are the key, valid questions that we in the Labour Party have.  For 
us, the site must be in public ownership�  It is simply not good enough that we are contemplat-
ing, in 2022, building an €800 million or €1 billion public hospital on land that will remain in 
private ownership by a landlord and that will not be in the ownership of the State in perpetuity.

10/05/2022D00600The Taoiseach: I was not in government in 2017.

10/05/2022D00700Deputy Ivana Bacik: I am asking about this Government.

10/05/2022D00800The Taoiseach: I have been in the Government for the last two years and I am determined 
to get things done-----

(Interruptions).

10/05/2022D01000An Ceann Comhairle: Deputies, please�

10/05/2022D01100The Taoiseach: -----in this country, and not go on with endless prevarication and clouding 
of the issue so the hospital does not get built�  That will be the outcome, if the Opposition wants 
it its way�  We do not own that land and we cannot dictate what happens to it�  If people do not 
want to cede ownership, they do not want to cede ownership�  By the way, I do not see the logic 
of a compulsory-----

10/05/2022D01200Deputy Duncan Smith: Why-----

10/05/2022D01300An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, please�

10/05/2022D01400The Taoiseach: -----purchase order, costing a significant amount of taxpayers’ money, be-
ing better value than a 300-year lease at €10 a year.  I do not understand why the resources that 
would be wasted on a CPO would not go into the hospital instead�  I do not get the logic of 
the proposition around the CPO five years on.  The church is not involved in this, good, bad or 
indifferent.  Surely the Deputy will take the words of Fergus Finlay regarding his experience of 
what has gone on here.  He stated: “Nobody will have a controlling interest, and nobody will 
have a beneficial interest, except that the minister for health will have a ‘golden share’”, which 
protects the reserved powers of the new maternity hospital contained in the constitution.  There 
is a legal constitution there now, which has been transparently published and which gives real 
protection in terms of the clinical, financial and operational independence of the hospital, but 
above all that states all services lawfully permitted in the State today and well into the future 
will be provided.

The Government has no agenda other than to provide the best of healthcare for women in 
the 21st century and for premature babies as early as 23 weeks who deserve better conditions 
than they currently have.  We are talking about Nightingale wards, with curtains separating 
mothers at the moment, while in intensive care situations.  We are talking about clinical trans-
fers from one hospital to another across the streets of Dublin�  Surely that is not acceptable?

There has to be a balance and a degree of perspective about this, which I think is now miss-
ing.  One would honestly believe that the Government has some hidden, covert agenda to create 
a healthcare environment or a new hospital that would somehow deny people access to the laws 
that many of us worked for and voted for, in terms of changing the Constitution or enacting leg-
islation in this House to ensure that women had all lawful services available to them.  There is 
no Government agenda towards that end.  There is no agenda here either from the HSE, which 
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is giving the operational licence to the hospital.  It is the HSE that insisted on the language of 
“clinically appropriate”, not anybody else, because it does not want any other type of hospital 
built other than a maternity hospital.  We find consistently on this side of the House our bona 
fides and our integrity questioned in relation to this, not by the Deputy, I accept, but by many in 
the debate.  There needs to be some sense of calm perspective applied and less clouding of the 
issues�  I say that with respect�

10/05/2022E00200Deputy Ivana Bacik: I am seeking clarity on the issues and I am certainly not question-
ing the Taoiseach’s bona fides.  All of us want to see a new, state of the art, modern National 
Maternity Hospital but we want to see it done right�  We do not want to see the mistakes of the 
past repeated whereby the State has poured millions of euro into maintaining publicly funded 
hospitals and schools on land that remains in the ownership of religious orders or their succes-
sor lay-run companies�  That is what we do not want to see�  We are happy to engage with the 
Government.  We are glad that the Minister, Deputy Stephen Donnelly, is engaging with us and 
indeed we will be meeting with him tomorrow for a briefing.  We want to ensure that we get this 
right and that we move away from the mistakes of the past.

There is clearly an agenda lying behind the decision not to gift the land to the State or sell it 
at a reduced rate.  It is not an agenda of the Government or of the HSE, but there is an agenda 
and a rationale, presumably, behind the decision by the current owners of the land not to transfer 
it to the State for a nominal sum or indeed to gift it to the State�  That is the question we are ask-
ing.  I do not think any of us on the Opposition benches have got a satisfactory answer as to why 
the land could not simply be transferred in that way�  If there is a willingness to transfer it on a 
299-year lease, why not put the matter beyond doubt and provide it to the State in perpetuity?

10/05/2022E00300The Taoiseach: The previous agreement, by the way, had a much lesser lease period.  There 
was very little shouting and roaring about it, actually, after the Mulvey agreement.

10/05/2022E00400Deputy Matt Carthy: That is because Fianna Fáil was the Opposition then�

10/05/2022E00500The Taoiseach: There was very little shouting and roaring.  The Deputy was in opposition 
too�

10/05/2022E00600Deputy Ivana Bacik: We protested in 2016�

10/05/2022E00700The Taoiseach: The Deputy will jump up and down when it suits and when the pendu-
lum swings from opinion poll to opinion poll�  That is the modus operandi of Deputy Carthy�  
Deputy Bacik asked a question�

10/05/2022E00800Deputy Ivana Bacik: We have consistently raised this for five years.

10/05/2022E00900The Taoiseach: I want to make the point that reference was made to the €850,000 and so 
on�  That only applies if the building is sold or turned into something other than a maternity 
hospital�  The whole purpose of seeking the lease was to build a maternity hospital�  The whole 
idea behind going to St. Vincent’s in the first place was co-location, which derived from medi-
cal expertise which said the best way to guarantee the safety of women and newborn babies 
is to co-locate with a tertiary hospital.  In my view, that decision was taken a long time ago.  I 
believe if we try to revisit that decision we really are looking at some greenfield option which 
would mean taking another ten years to build a hospital�  I genuinely say that to the Deputy�

10/05/2022E01000Deputy Bríd Smith: I appeal to the Taoiseach to stop; to stop that side of the House from 
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trying to make us look like we do not give a damn about the maternity and reproductive care of 
women, that somehow we are delaying it through misinformation, that we are Opposition for 
the sake of opposition and that we are playing politics with this�  Please stop�  This is not help-
ing the debate for the ordinary people out there who are interested and who want to know what 
the hell is going on.  Poll after poll has shown that the vast majority of ordinary people do not 
trust this arrangement.  Many are still undecided about whether they trust the Government but 
the majority does not trust it on this�  The women of Ireland do not trust you�

On Saturday outside this House there will be a major protest about this deal with the call that 
the Taoiseach, the Cabinet, the entire Government and the whole Oireachtas should be scream-
ing at St. Vincent’s Holdings and St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group to give us the land.  They are 
after all a body that was involved in redress for what happened to the women of this country.  
There is a legacy and a history and there is a bad taste in our mouths�

The Taoiseach should not tell us we are playing politics with 100 years of attacks against 
women and their health�  If he thinks there is no reason we should not trust him, he should look 
around him at his Cabinet and his Ministers who voted and campaigned against the repeal ref-
erendum, who tried to hold back progress for women.  I will remind everybody that the new 
National Maternity Hospital is not just about delivering babies and good maternity care.  It is all 
about that but it is all about the entire gambit of reproductive rights including abortion and ster-
ilisation.  We have constantly been given guarantees that that would be written into the arrange-
ments of three different boards with three different constitutions, with a plethora of complex 
intricacies to create a board of management that the Taoiseach is telling us will be guaranteed to 
deliver and that we do not need to own the land.  However, then he says we practically do own 
the land�  If we practically do own it, the best thing for the entire Cabinet to do is to call on St� 
Vincent’s Holdings to gift the land to the people of Ireland and remove the complex, labyrin-
thine arrangements around the future of maternity and reproductive care for women and girls 
in this country�  We are owed at least that after 100 years of absolutely outrageous persecution 
of the female sex in this country�  We are owed at least the guaranteeing of the future�  It will 
not be guaranteed under these documents�  I will get into why in my retort, but I am asking the 
Taoiseach to please stop accusing us of playing politics and take this debate seriously�

10/05/2022F00200The Taoiseach: The Deputy should stop accusing members of the Government, who are 
entitled in a democracy to their points of view on other issues.  They are entitled to their views, 
but the Deputy seeks to blacken people-----

10/05/2022F00300Deputy Bríd Smith: I said-----

10/05/2022F00400The Taoiseach: The Deputy just did in her contribution, so she cannot have it both ways.  
I respect people’s views irrespective of what they are.  We are in a democracy and I always re-
spect people’s views, particularly in a Parliament.  If the Deputy does not trust me, that is fine, 
but maybe she will trust the clinicians, senior midwives and directors of the hospital, including 
Mary Brosnan, Martina Carden, Ann Calnan, Geraldine Duffy, Eimir Guinan and Rachel Irwin 
and Shideh Kiafir.  What are they saying?  They say they do respect and understand the very 
genuine fears expressed by many members of the public to their public representatives.  They 
say they know from experience that the full range of maternity and women’s health services are 
all available to women at the National Maternity Hospital.  They say they are not limited by any 
religious ethos and will not be in the future.  Future service users, they say, require and deserve 
state-of-the-art infrastructure and facilities, and they urge all political parties in government and 
opposition to listen to the clinical staff delivering the service and approve this project without 
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further delay�  From earlier correspondence, we know of the desire of about 52 clinicians in 
Holles Street to get this hospital built and their absolute certainty that all services, including all 
services concerning reproductive health and the termination of pregnancy, will be provided in 
the hospital in the future�  The clinicians are saying they will be�  Not only that, the legal docu-
ments that have been published, which people should read and which include the constitution 
of the hospital and the operational licence that will be granted by the HSE to the new hospital, 
insist that they must be�  There has to be, and is, legally enforceable compliance with the law 
of the land in terms of services that women are entitled to under the legislation and under the 
Constitution of the State.  That is what all the negotiations to date have provided for.  All of 
the issues have been negotiated for the last seven year in respect of the leasehold and so forth.  
They are not prepared to give a full freehold title for the land.  We should remember this is co-
location.  The site is within a much larger healthcare site.  The optimal value from co-location 
is related to the very easy access from the delivery rooms in the maternity department to the 
theatres in St. Vincent’s for women who develop complications.  Thanks be to God, complica-
tions are rare in modern maternal health but they happen�  Medical expertise says we should 
co-locate alongside tertiary hospitals�

The vast majority of what happens within a maternity hospital is the delivery of babies and 
so forth�  We want that to be as healthy and as decent an experience as possible in the 21st cen-
tury.  That is the only agenda that the Government is advancing.

10/05/2022F00500Deputy Bríd Smith: Let us move away from the historical legacy of the religious order’s 
involvement and the mistrust and take at face value what the Taoiseach is saying, that we will 
effectively own the hospital.  The St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group fact sheet, which is very use-
ful, asks on page 2: “Who owns the NMH?”�  It states: “The new NMH DAC will be part of 
St Vincent’s Healthcare Group.”  It asks: “Who owns the land where the NMH [new maternity 
hospital]...facility will be built?”  The reply is: “The land is owned by St. Vincent’s Healthcare 
Group.”  Why will the national maternity hospital be owned and run by St .Vincent’s?  One of 
the reasons it gives is that the floors in the new building, apart from being physically integrated, 
will have both the national maternity hospital and St. Vincent’s University Hospital clinical 
and non-clinical facilities and that, somehow, it would be really difficult to integrate the care of 
women on these floors between one set of clinicians and the other unless St. Vincent’s Health-
care Group group maintained a serious interest in the new national maternity hospital�  Does it 
maintain it?  Yes, it does�

One of the six stipulations for the rent on the land remaining at a tenner a year, rather than 
going up to a million euro a year, is that the HSE will never attempt to acquire St. Vincent’s 
interest.  What happened to Sláintecare?  What happened to the aspiration of the State to move 
away from private, voluntary and two-tier medicine to a fully State-owned, publicly run and 
controlled health service?  That has gone out the window.  One of those stipulations will not 
allow us to do that unless we are prepared to say to St. Vincent’s that we will give it a million a 
year for land on which we build a publicly funded hospital�  This does not stack up, and it needs 
to be answered�

10/05/2022G00200The Taoiseach: The purpose here is to build a maternity hospital, not any other hospital�  
The purpose of this exercise was never to buy out St. Vincent’s.  That was not the objective 
when Holles Street and St. Vincent’s originally decided to co-locate.  Let us not mix up the 
agenda�  The agenda was to build a modern national maternity hospital with co-location of ex-
pertise in terms of maternal and neonatal care and in respect of a tertiary hospital�
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In respect of the ownership, the protections in the constitution of the new hospital and other 
documents are designed precisely to deal with the issue the Deputy has referenced and prevents 
SVHG exercising the control which a parent could normally exercise over a subsidiary.  St. 
Vincent’s Healthcare Group is specifically obliged to promote the principal objective of the pro-
vision of clinically appropriate and legally permissible services and the interests of the national 
maternity hospital, including the independent exercise by the national maternity hospital and 
the board of the reserved powers.  The reserved powers are in the constitution of the new hos-
pital.  The Minister can direct the directors to make sure the reserved powers are implemented, 
namely, all legal services being made available.

A range of people have been involved in this for quite a number of years in getting to this 
point, beyond the Mulvey agreement and so forth.  To be fair to all concerned, the agenda is, 
as has been stated by many involved, to provide the best of modern care to women, in terms of 
maternity care, and newborn babies, in particular premature babies, well into the future�  That 
is the only agenda here�

10/05/2022G00300Deputy Michael Collins: In early 2021, I raised with the Tánaiste the effect of the proposed 
ban on the granting of new exploration licences and how it would leave us not only without any 
energy independence but also undermine investment in all existing exploration licences off the 
Irish coast, in particular the south-west coast of Ireland and Cork�  Sadly, despite a new aware-
ness in the system that we will struggle to keep the lights on this winter, little has changed to 
provide long-term solutions for our energy needs.  The cost of living in Ireland is increasing at 
an alarming rate.  One of the main reasons for the increase is the uncertainty over energy supply 
and the rising cost of energy and fuels.  Not a single person in Ireland is unaffected by rising 
costs.  The direct impact of rising fuel costs on farmers, hauliers and fishermen is pushing up 
the cost of food�  The ongoing situation in Ukraine has highlighted the need for Ireland to be 
self-sufficient from an energy perspective.

I acknowledge that transitioning to renewable energy sources must be our key focus in the 
years ahead.  However, oil and gas will be required for at least another two to three decades 
while we transition to renewables�  We currently import 100% of our oil and coal and 70% of 
our gas, but we have a unique opportunity to harness an indigenous supply of oil and gas on our 
doorstep by optimising the Barryroe field off the south-west coast.  This House and our political 
system need to wake up to the exposure of our security of supply�  Ireland must demonstrate 
that it has taken all of the necessary measures so that, in the event of disruption, we have the 
capacity to satisfy the demands of our society and economy�

The Kinsale Head gas field and associated satellite field developments transformed Ireland, 
being the primary enabler for the formation of Bord Gáis Éireann and gas pipeline infrastruc-
ture, creating a large number of jobs and stimulating significant industrial development in the 
Cork area.  The potential in Barryroe could match that of the Kinsale Head gas field, which has 
delivered big benefits for the local economy and shown what can be achieved.  It has been worth 
up to €30 million a year in wages and the provisions of supplies and services.  County Cork, its 
ports and airports and its skilled workers have shown the infrastructure is there not just to serve 
the existing fields, which will soon enter wind-down, but to repeat that success all over again.  
The potential is not just for gas but also to pave the way for wave, solar and offshore wind.

What, if anything, has the Government done about pursuing domestic indigenous energy 
beyond renewable energy?  As I stated, Barryroe is one of the largest undeveloped offshore oil 
and gas fields in Europe.  It has the potential to provide significant strategic and fiscal value to 
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Ireland and to give it security of supply as well as creating substantial employment opportuni-
ties.  I am aware Providence Resources, under the existing exploration licence, submitted the 
application for a lease undertaking in April 2021.  Ministerial approval of the lease undertaking 
is urgently required to allow the Barryroe development to move forward.  Who is delaying the 
development going forward?  What is the Taoiseach going to do about the ongoing delays in 
respect of this national asset?

10/05/2022H00200The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising the issue�  As regards the broader picture 
around energy supply and security of supply, the very strong focus is on renewables and the en-
tire agenda over the next decade or so will be to develop very significantly offshore wind across 
the east, west and south-west coasts.  I believe the next decade will witness transformative 
investment in wind energy in particular, including offshore wind energy, and will create a lot 
of economic activity on coasts along the western seaboard and in the south west.  The Shannon 
Estuary and Cork Harbour port will all be significant centres, as will a number of ports on the 
east coast.  I was in Galway recently for a significant conference on the exploitation of offshore 
wind with a view to bringing economic benefits to that region.

The consensus in the House, as the Deputy may be aware, over the past two Dáileanna has 
been to move towards renewables and away from fossil fuels in general, and particularly, of 
course, away from exploration for fossil fuels�  I know the Barryroe licence is an existing one, 
but my understanding is it has been on the go for quite a long time�  By that, I mean it is an area 
that has been drilled and so on.  There have been different iterations but nothing has ever come 
to fruition.  I believe there is an application in with the Minister, who, obviously, is considering 
that application.  It is a matter for the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions in respect of that specific application.

More generally, however, the focus is moving towards renewable energy as the basis for our 
future energy needs�  As regards the interim, I accept that gas remains a transitional fuel and 
will be a transitional fuel well into the future as a backup to wind and that those will be the key 
aspects�  There is no doubt that transitioning to a renewable energy supply base will be chal-
lenging in the context of security of supply because the economy has grown at very strong rates 
in recent years, notwithstanding Brexit and Covid-19, and it continues to grow.  In particular, 
the foreign direct investment side of our economy has been very strong in terms of new invest-
ments in life sciences, technology, financial services, all of which is beneficial, and in terms of 
the digital economy�  We accept there are challenges in respect of energy into the future but we 
are in no doubt that the key focus of the State’s activity should be the development of offshore 
wind at critical mass so that in the mid 2030s the nation should be a net exporter of energy 
through offshore wind exploitation.

10/05/2022H00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: Live, horse, and get grass.

10/05/2022H00400Deputy Michael Collins: I thank the Taoiseach for his reply but, in fairness, the Barryroe 
field has massive potential.  I do not think he has researched it properly.  Is he aware that the 
Minister, Deputy Ryan, has refused point blank to meet with those from the Corrib and Barry-
roe fields?  Does the Taoiseach agree with that?  If the Minister will not meet with the industry 
because of his own beliefs, will the Taoiseach meet with them or consider appointing a Minister 
for energy who will listen to the alternatives that lie off the Irish coast and will enhance our en-
ergy supply?  The Taoiseach referred to renewables.  It will be a very long time before the fish-
ing boats of Courtmacsherry, Union Hall, Schull and Castletownbere, the farm equipment of 
the farmers supplying Barryroe Co-operative or the milk tankers delivering milk to the Carbery 
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Group, winner of Cork company of the year, will be powered by renewable energy�

  It is time for the Taoiseach and his Fianna Fáil Deputies to leave the fantasy energy world 
of a failing Green Party and come into the real world of energy security�  In July 1942, in this 
House, his political hero, the great Seán Lemass, the then Minister for Supplies, said:

The facts must be faced.  There must be no more self-deception in this country.  We have 
all lived too long in a fool’s paradise and it has taken a world war to awaken us to a sense 
of reality�

  In this time of another war, will the Taoiseach take his advice and extend the Barryroe 
licence?

10/05/2022J00200An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�

10/05/2022J00300Deputy Michael Collins: It will give our country energy security and create a significant 
number of jobs in rural areas in west Cork�  It is indeed time to exit this fool’s paradise�

10/05/2022J00400The Taoiseach: I want to pay tribute to the Carbery Group on winning the overall award 
for Cork company of the year�  Maybe the Deputy should take its example because one of the 
issues the company champions is net zero-emissions farming.  It is way ahead of the game in 
respect of that�  That is west Cork leading and a great west Cork company leading�  Perhaps the 
Deputy should discuss that with the company in terms of how it is going about it and doing it�

In respect of the broader issue of self-deception, we got the latest meteorological report yes-
terday to the Cabinet subcommittee from Professor Peter Thorne�  If there is any self-deception 
going on, it is a collective self-deception about the impact of climate change, how fast it is 
approaching and how devastating it is going to be for our children’s children in particular.  It 
is quite frightening.  We need collectively to get a grip of ourselves and not be fighting minor 
battles about turf�  I am honestly saying that�

10/05/2022J00500An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up, Taoiseach�

10/05/2022J00600The Taoiseach: If we get into all sorts of high doh about very minor issues relative to the 
enormity of what is coming our way in respect of climate change, it is quite frightening�

(Interruptions).

10/05/2022J00800The Taoiseach: I do not mean that in a way of apportioning blame or anything like that�  I 
am saying that, collectively, we need to get a grip here and we need to move.

10/05/2022J00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: What about Seán Lemass?

10/05/2022J01000An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

10/05/2022J01100Deputy Michael Collins: The Taoiseach did not answer my question�

10/05/2022J01200An Ceann Comhairle: That concludes Leaders’ Questions�
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10/05/2022J01300An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

10/05/2022J01400An Ceann Comhairle: The report of the Business Committee has been circulated�  In ac-
cordance with Standing Order 35, I ask the Government Chief Whip to move this week’s Order 
of Business�

10/05/2022J01500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): I move:

Tuesday’s business shall be:

  - Motion re Bills considered in Select Committee (without debate)

  - Statements to mark Europe Day (not to exceed 145 mins)

  Private Members’ Business shall be Motion re Affordable Housing, selected by 
Sinn Féin�

  Wednesday’s business shall be:

  - Motion re Ministerial Rota for Parliamentary Questions (without debate)

  - Statements on the Report of Review of Defamation Act 2009 (not to exceed 135 
mins)

  - Motion re Ireland’s Opt-in to a proposal for a Council Decision to provide for 
continued exchange of DNA-profile and fingerprint (dactyloscopic) data (Prüm data) 
with the United Kingdom after 30 June 2022*

  - Motion re Council Decision (EU) 2021/430 on the position taken on behalf of the 
European Union on the ‘Kyoto Declaration’*

  - Motion re Opt-in to Regulation (EU) 2021/2260 re Annex A & B of recast Insol-
vency Regulation*

* To be debated together and brought to a conclusion after 55 minutes 

  - Consumer Rights Bill 2022 (Second Stage) (if not previously concluded, to be 
interrupted either at 8.30 p.m. or two-and-a-half hours after the conclusion of the opt-in 
motions, whichever is the later)

  Private Members’ Business shall be Second Stage of the Living Wage Bill 2022, 
selected by the Labour Party�

  Thursday’s business shall be:

  - Statements and Questions and Answers on National Maternity Hospital (not to 
exceed 135 mins)

  - Statements on Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security (not to exceed 145 mins)

  - Consumer Rights Bill 2022 (Second stage, resumed, if not previously concluded)�

Thursday evening business shall be Second Stage of the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 
2021�
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  Proposed Arrangements for this week’s business

  In relation to Tuesday’s business, it is proposed that:

  1� the ordinary routine of business as contained in Schedule 3 to Standing Orders 
shall apply, save that the time allocated to Government business shall be sufficient to 
conclude the Statements to Mark Europe Day, and the time for the adjournment of the 
Dáil shall be adjusted accordingly;

  2� the Motion re Bills considered in Select Committee shall be taken without debate; 

  3� the Statements to mark Europe Day shall not exceed 145 minutes, with arrange-
ments in accordance with those agreed by Order of the Dáil of 30th July, 2020, for 135 
minutes, following which a Minister or Minister of State shall be called upon to make a 
statement in reply which shall not exceed 10 minutes, and members may share time; and

  4� the Order of referral to the Select Committee on Justice of the European Arrest 
Warrant (Amendment) Bill 2022 hereby stands discharged�

  In relation to Wednesday’s business, it is proposed that:

  1� the ordinary routine of business as contained in Schedule 3 to Standing Orders 
shall apply, save that Government business shall, if not previously concluded, be inter-
rupted for the weekly division time either at 8.30 p.m., or two-and-a-half hours follow-
ing the conclusion of the Motion re Opt-in to Regulation (EU) 2021/2260 re Annex A & 
B of recast Insolvency Regulation, whichever is the later: Provided that in any event, the 
weekly division time shall be taken no earlier than 8.30 p.m.;

  2. notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 170(2), the proceedings on Sec-
ond Stage of the Living Wage Bill 2022 shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to 
a conclusion after two hours;

  3� the Motion re Ministerial Rota for Parliamentary Questions shall be taken with-
out debate;

  4. the Statements on the Report of Review of Defamation Act 2009 shall not exceed 
135 minutes, with arrangements in accordance with those agreed by Order of the Dáil of 
30th July, 2020, for that time, and members may share time; and

  5�  in relation to the Motions re Opt-in to COM (2022) 158 proposal for a Council 
Decision to provide for continued exchange of DNA-profile and fingerprint data with the 
United Kingdom after 30 June 2022, Opt-in to Council Decision (EU) 2021/430 on the 
position taken on behalf of the European Union on the ‘Kyoto Declaration’, and Opt-in 
to Regulation (EU) 2021/2260 re Annex A & B of recast Insolvency Regulation, the fol-
lowing arrangements shall apply: 

  (i) the motions shall be debated together and shall, if not previously concluded, 
be brought to a conclusion after 55 minutes; 

  (ii) the order of speaking and the allocation of speaking times shall be as fol-
lows:

  - opening speech by a Minister or Minister of State - 10 minutes;



10 May 2022

771

  - speech by a representative of Sinn Féin - 10 minutes; 

  - speeches by representatives of the Labour Party, Social Democrats, People-
Before-Profit-Solidarity, the Regional Group, the Rural Independent Group, and 
the Independent Group - 5 minutes per party or group; and

  - a speech in response by a Minister or Minister of State - 5 minutes; and 

  (iii) members may share time�

  In relation to Thursday’s business, it is proposed that:

  1�  the ordinary routine of business as contained in Schedule 3 to Standing Orders 
shall apply, save that Government business, if not previously concluded, shall be inter-
rupted at 7�27 p�m� in order to take topical issues, and the time for the adjournment of 
the Dáil shall be adjusted accordingly: Provided that topical issues shall be taken on the 
conclusion of Government business if it concludes before 7.27 p.m;

  2� the Statements and Questions and Answers on National Maternity Hospital shall 
not exceed 135 minutes, with arrangements in accordance with those agreed by Order of 
the Dáil of 30th July, 2020, for that time, provided that members may use their time for 
a combination of statements and questions and answers, or questions and answers only, 
and members may share time; and

  3� the Statements on Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security shall not exceed 145 
minutes, with arrangements in accordance with those agreed by Order of the Dáil of 
30th July, 2020, for 135 minutes, following which a Minister or Minister of State shall 
be called upon to make a statement in reply which shall not exceed 10 minutes, and 
members may share time�

10/05/2022J01600An Ceann Comhairle: Are the arrangements for this week’s business agreed to?

10/05/2022J01700Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: No�  The deputy chairman of An Bord Pleanála has stepped 
aside temporarily.  He has admitted to what he says is an inadvertent conflict of interest.  There 
are other allegations of conflict of interest reported in the media and under investigation.  Given 
the centrality of An Bord Pleanála to the planning system and how important it is in terms of 
the planning process, will the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage come to 
the Dáil to make a statement on this?

10/05/2022J01800Deputy Mattie McGrath: In view of what the Taoiseach said in regard to transport, and 
the fact that not all the private transport companies can avail of the lovely, sweet 20% reduction 
- now 50% reduction in some cases - for transport services in cities and between cities, what 
about the people of rural Ireland?  Are they going to have to walk?  The Minister for Transport, 
Deputy Eamon Ryan, is failing to come to talk to us�  He is not turning up tonight up for a Topi-
cal Issue debate on it�  We need a debate in the House about the discrimination against rural 
dwellers�  It is shocking�  This is in the transport area�  Any student from my constituency who is 
depending on JJ Kavanagh and Sons or any other provider cannot get the reduction.  It is totally 
unfair and discriminatory and I hope someone challenges it in the courts�  The Minister’s people 
are from Tipperary and he should be ashamed of himself for the way he is excluding large por-
tions of the country and not allowing people there to have fair access to transport, education and 
all other services.  It is totally discriminatory and we need a debate on it.
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10/05/2022J01900Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I concur with the call to have a discussion on the situation 
in An Bord Pleanála.  The fact that the deputy chairman has had to step aside as an investiga-
tion and audit take place throws up very serious questions over the governance and integrity 
of the board.  I believe there are deeper questions to do with the ridiculous situation whereby a 
quorum of only three is required to deal with appeals, which means, in essence, two people can 
decide.  We have constant situations of planning inspectors being overridden by a tiny number 
of people on the board.  Then we have this situation with the deputy chairman.  We therefore 
need a serious discussion about the implications of what has just happened at An Bord Pleanála�

10/05/2022K00200The Taoiseach: Deputy Cian O’Callaghan, to be fair, raised this issue last week in the Dáil�  
I think Deputy Ó Broin raised it also�  The Minister responded on that occasion in the Dáil�  
Separate from the allegations that had been made, the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, has 
also been made aware of correspondence between the deputy chairman of An Bord Pleanála, 
Mr� Paul Hyde, and the board secretary, which was brought to the attention of the Minister’s 
Department by the chairperson of An Bord Pleanála.  The concerns about a conflict of interest 
disclosed by Mr� Hyde on 3 May 2022 relate to a meeting in 2021 and a board decision�  Mr� 
Hyde states in his correspondence that he became aware of the conflict of interest only on 28 
April 2022�  The Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, requested a report from the chairperson 
of An Bord Pleanála when he became aware of this matter on 6 May 2022�  The chairperson 
responded to the Minister on Monday, 9 May, that Mr� Hyde had agreed to absent himself from 
his duties as deputy chairperson for the time being on a strictly without-prejudice basis, pending 
completion of the chairperson’s analysis of the matters raised�  In this context Mr� Hyde will 
not be in attendance in the board’s offices or have access to the board’s electronic systems or 
documentation, and his case files have been reassigned to ensure the efficient discharge of the 
functions of the board�  As the House will know, the Minister has appointed Mr� Remy Farrell 
to conduct an examination of this issue.  In fairness, it was not envisaged that there would be a 
statement on the matter on this week’s Dáil schedule�  I think we should await the outcome of 
the examination of the matter.  Then, by all means, we can have a debate on the matter and the 
Minister can come before the House to discuss it�

In response to Deputy Mattie McGrath’s points, there is to be a debate on agriculture on 
Thursday�

10/05/2022K00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: On transport�

10/05/2022K00400The Taoiseach: No�  The Deputy asked for a debate last week�

10/05/2022K00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: Last week, yes, but not-----

10/05/2022K00600The Taoiseach: Yes�  The Deputy sought a debate on agriculture this week�

10/05/2022K00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: Yes�

10/05/2022K00800The Taoiseach: We cannot have a debate on everything we might want to debate in the one 
week�  That said, on the point the Deputy has raised, the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, has 
engaged with the transport operators�

10/05/2022K00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: He has not�

10/05/2022K01000The Taoiseach: My understanding is that he has and that he will continue to do so�  He has 
connections in Tipperary�  He has connections in Cork�  He has connections in a lot of places, 
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apparently�

10/05/2022K01100Deputy Mattie McGrath: You would not think it listening to him�

10/05/2022K01200The Taoiseach: He is far more in touch with rural Ireland-----

10/05/2022K01300Deputy Mattie McGrath: No, he is not�

10/05/2022K01400The Taoiseach: -----than the Deputy gives him credit for, given the broad tentacles his fam-
ily reach out there�

Deputy Boyd Barrett raised the same issue with An Bord Pleanála, and the same reply ap-
plies�

10/05/2022K01500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: We will have a statement then, will we?

10/05/2022K01600The Taoiseach: No�

10/05/2022K01700An Ceann Comhairle: After the report is-----

10/05/2022K01800The Taoiseach: My reply to Deputy Cian O’Callaghan applies to Deputy Boyd Barrett’s 
question as well�

10/05/2022K01900An Ceann Comhairle: Are the proposed arrangements now agreed to?

10/05/2022K02000Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: No�

10/05/2022K02100Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed�

Question put: “That the proposal for dealing with this week’s business be agreed to�”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 72; Níl, 59; Staon, 0.
Tá Níl Staon

 Brophy, Colm.  Andrews, Chris.
 Browne, James.  Bacik, Ivana.
 Bruton, Richard.  Barry, Mick.

 Burke, Peter.  Berry, Cathal.
 Butler, Mary.  Boyd Barrett, Richard.

 Byrne, Thomas.  Brady, John.
 Cahill, Jackie.  Browne, Martin.
 Calleary, Dara.  Buckley, Pat.

 Cannon, Ciarán.  Cairns, Holly.
 Carey, Joe.  Canney, Seán.

 Carroll MacNeill, Jennifer.  Carthy, Matt.
 Chambers, Jack.  Clarke, Sorca.

 Collins, Niall.  Collins, Michael.
 Costello, Patrick.  Connolly, Catherine.
 Coveney, Simon.  Conway-Walsh, Rose.
 Cowen, Barry.  Cronin, Réada.
 Crowe, Cathal.  Crowe, Seán.
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 Devlin, Cormac.  Cullinane, David.
 Dillon, Alan.  Daly, Pa.

 Donnelly, Stephen.  Doherty, Pearse.
 Donohoe, Paschal.  Donnelly, Paul.

 Duffy, Francis Noel.  Ellis, Dessie.
 Durkan, Bernard J.  Farrell, Mairéad.
 English, Damien.  Fitzpatrick, Peter.

 Farrell, Alan.  Guirke, Johnny.
 Feighan, Frankie.  Harkin, Marian.

 Flaherty, Joe.  Howlin, Brendan.
 Flanagan, Charles.  Kenny, Martin.

 Fleming, Sean.  Kerrane, Claire.
 Foley, Norma.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.

 Griffin, Brendan.  McDonald, Mary Lou.
 Harris, Simon.  McGrath, Mattie.
 Haughey, Seán.  Mitchell, Denise.
 Heydon, Martin.  Munster, Imelda.
 Higgins, Emer.  Murphy, Catherine.

 Humphreys, Heather.  Murphy, Paul.
 Kehoe, Paul.  Murphy, Verona.
 Lahart, John.  Mythen, Johnny.

 Lawless, James.  Naughten, Denis.
 Leddin, Brian.  Nolan, Carol.

 Madigan, Josepha.  O’Callaghan, Cian.
 Martin, Catherine.  O’Donoghue, Richard.
 Martin, Micheál.  O’Reilly, Louise.
 Matthews, Steven.  O’Rourke, Darren.
 McAuliffe, Paul.  Ó Broin, Eoin.

 McConalogue, Charlie.  Ó Laoghaire, Donnchadh.
 McEntee, Helen.  Ó Murchú, Ruairí.

 McGrath, Michael.  Ó Ríordáin, Aodhán.
 Moynihan, Aindrias.  Pringle, Thomas.

 Murnane O’Connor, Jen-
nifer.

 Quinlivan, Maurice.

 Naughton, Hildegarde.  Ryan, Patricia.
 Noonan, Malcolm.  Shanahan, Matt.
 O’Brien, Darragh.  Shortall, Róisín.

 O’Brien, Joe.  Smith, Bríd.
 O’Callaghan, Jim.  Smith, Duncan.
 O’Connor, James.  Stanley, Brian.

 O’Dea, Willie.  Tóibín, Peadar.
 O’Dowd, Fergus.  Tully, Pauline.

 O’Gorman, Roderic.  Ward, Mark.
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 O’Sullivan, Christopher.
 Ó Cathasaigh, Marc.

 Ó Cuív, Éamon.
 Phelan, John Paul.

 Rabbitte, Anne.
 Richmond, Neale.

 Ring, Michael.
 Ryan, Eamon.

 Smith, Brendan.
 Smyth, Niamh.
 Smyth, Ossian.
 Stanton, David.
 Varadkar, Leo.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Jack Chambers and Brendan Griffin; Níl, Deputies Mattie McGrath 
and Michael Collins�

Question declared carried�

3 o’clock10/05/2022N00100

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I want to ask the Taoiseach about the Government’s plan 
to pay big developers up to €120,000 per apartment they build.  This has people shaking their 
heads in disbelief.  Essentially, it means the Government proposes to give €450 million of tax-
payers’ money to a few developers.  This is astonishing.  What is more astonishing is that there 
will be no cut in the price of those apartments, which the developer will put on the market for 
anything between €400,000 and €600,000.  This is way beyond the reach of ordinary workers 
and families.  This is the transfer of million of taxpayers’ money to developers with no public 
benefit at a time when local authorities and housing bodies are crying out for funding.  How 
does the Taoiseach justify a misguided policy such as this?

10/05/2022N00200The Taoiseach: There has been a well-documented viability gap between the delivery cost 
of eligible apartments and the open market sale price of the apartments.  This is preventing 
many apartments from being built.  There is a significant issue in the cities in particular.  We 
want to enable affordability for people to be in a position to buy.  The beneficiaries of this grant 
will be members of the general public, who will now be in a position to buy apartments in city 
schemes, and the apartment supply sector, which can bring stalled schemes to construction�  It 
is one part of a suite of measures designed to increase social, affordable and private housing.  It 
will only bridge the gap between the achievable price on the open market and the cost of con-
struction, which in many cases is expected to be less than €120,000.

10/05/2022O00200Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: The Taoiseach may be aware that the Labour Party is running 
a campaign demanding a pay rise for Irish workers.  The Taoiseach announced that the VAT cut 
of 9% will remain for the hospitality sector until February 2023�  The number of workers in that 
sector on the minimum wage is three times the national average so it is a low-pay sector.  As we 
constantly remind the Taoiseach, 23% of Irish workers are on low pay�  We are the third high-
est in the OECD when it comes to the proportion of low-paid workers�  The Taoiseach should 
engage with employers and tell them that the payback for continuing with the 9% VAT rate is 
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their engagement with the joint labour committees to ensure their workers are properly paid�  
We cannot stand over a situation where the Government is gifting employers a 9% VAT rate but 
they still stand over a system of poverty pay.

10/05/2022O00300The Taoiseach: Generally, the intention of the extension of the 9% VAT rate until Febru-
ary 2023 is a good thing for workers and employers in the hospitality sector because this sector 
took a significant hit during Covid-19 over two successive years.  In respect of joint labour 
committees and proper pay, I accept fully the Deputy’s point about ensuring good-quality pay 
in that sector as well�  This will be necessary because of labour shortages in that sector�  More 
important, providing good-quality pay and conditions to people in the sector is a basic way to 
proceed and operate�  We want to create opportunities for people with a genuine career interest 
in the hospitality sector�

10/05/2022O00400Deputy Holly Cairns: Last week, Deputy Whitmore asked if either the Taoiseach or the 
Minister for Health had spoken to the two members of the HSE board who did not sign off on 
the national maternity hospital deal - law professor Deirdre Madden and patient advocate Dr. 
Sarah McLoughlin.  The Taoiseach bristled at the very suggestion that it was “a new departure 
to even consider hearing from individual board members who happen to take a particular stance 
on a particular issue”�  Imagine my surprise when I opened the Irish Examiner today and saw a 
lengthy column from HSE board member Fergus Finlay explaining why he supported the deal�  
The Taoiseach referenced the article earlier.  Can the Taoiseach clarify whether it is his view 
that it is only those HSE board members who agree with the deal who should speak publicly 
about it?  If that is not his view, can he confirm that he has no problem with either Professor 
Madden or Dr� McLoughlin attending the Joint Committee on Health this week to outline her 
concerns about this deal?

10/05/2022O00500The Taoiseach: First of all, I did not bristle�  That presentation of what transpired in this 
House is wrong�  I merely made the point that in terms of-----

10/05/2022O00600Deputy Holly Cairns: That is a direct quote

10/05/2022O00700The Taoiseach: I did not bristle�  Generally speaking, if a board is a board, it takes col-
lective decisions.  It has emerged that in respect of this issue, two members of the HSE board 
recorded their dissent from the decision that was taken in the minutes.  I have no issues with 
people articulating their view but legally, the HSE board has to take a collective view and a 
decision on an issue put before it in terms of documentation�

10/05/2022O00800Deputy Holly Cairns: Could the Taoiseach answer the question?

10/05/2022O00900The Taoiseach: I just have.  I said I did not have an issue.

10/05/2022O01000Deputy Holly Cairns: Can they come before the Oireachtas committee?

10/05/2022O01100Deputy Mick Barry: Having listened to the Taoiseach earlier during Leaders’ Questions, 
I put it to him that he is out of touch with the mood of the country on the issue of the national 
maternity hospital�  He has had more than a week to make his case but polling still shows a 
majority against his plan�  People want a State hospital on State land and 100% certainty that 
procedures opposed by the Catholic Church will be available there.  They will be making their 
views very clear outside the gates of Leinster House at 2 p.m. on Saturday.  The State should not 
be renting the land for our national maternity hospital from a company connected to an order of 
nuns and nor should that company have three directors on the board of the hospital.  When the 
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people voted for repeal, they voted to throw all of the old rubbish out of the house and into the 
dustbin of history.  Why is the Government now trying to drag it back in?

10/05/2022P00200The Taoiseach: The only interest I and the Government have is to provide a modern hospi-
tal and to make sure all services legally permitted in this State, for which people voted, will be 
provided and that the best of facilities will be provided for babies, premature babies in particu-
lar.  That is the only interest we have.  This has dragged on since 2013 and I believe sincerely 
that we need to get this hospital built�  It is going to take some years to get it built in terms of 
all of the procedures involved in the physical preparations and so on.

10/05/2022P00300Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: Every day the National Ambulance Service, NAS, deploys ap-
proximately 160 to 180 emergency ambulances, an average of 22 rapid response vehicles and in 
excess of 50 officer response vehicles operating in over 100 locations across the country.  Life-
threatening calls are split into two categories, namely, delta, which are non-cardiac and non-
respiratory calls, and echo, which are life-threatening cardiac and respiratory calls�  Echo and 
delta calls account for approximately 45% of all 112 and 999 calls�  Why is it taking so long for 
ambulances to arrive?  In some cases, vehicles are taking between one and two hours to reach 
people�  At a football match in Dundalk last weekend a young footballer with a spinal injury 
had to wait for nearly two hours for an ambulance to arrive.  I know this is the responsibility of 
the Minister for Health but nobody appears to be accountable for the process management side�  
There needs to be more accountability when it comes to waiting times�  Who is accountable?

10/05/2022P00400The Taoiseach: I will engage with the NAS on the case mentioned and alert it to the points 
Deputy Fitzpatrick has raised.  Increased resources have been provided in this year’s Estimates 
to the NAS in respect of increasing capacity and so forth.  The objective is to get the ambu-
lances to people as quickly as possible but issues have been raised in the House of late and I 
will pursue those with the service.

10/05/2022P00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: I raised the matter of the pig industry with the Taoiseach several 
weeks ago.  The Irish Farmers Association and other farming organisations as well as individual 
pig farmers are protesting at four processing plants today.  When is the Government going to 
do something meaningful to rescue our pig industry?  We only have a certain number of pig 
farmers now and, as I said previously, the Taoiseach will not act until there are no rashers for his 
breakfast roll.  He talked about lettuce to me the last day.  These people have given gallant ser-
vice and provided significant employment but they are on their knees.  The Government keeps 
talking but there are funds in Europe for which we have not yet applied.  The pig farmers need 
assistance�  Indeed, they needed it two or three months ago, not just talk about it�  The Taoiseach 
must act and he must ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to act as well�

10/05/2022P00600The Taoiseach: The Minister has responded to the industry�

10/05/2022P00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: He has not�

10/05/2022P00800The Taoiseach: He has responded to the industry�  He made an initial allocation to support 
the industry, followed by a further initiative and he is continuing to engage with the industry.  
We do recognise that the pig industry is very important, with good employment.  It is normally 
a viable industry but because of the inflationary cycle post pandemic and the war, the situa-
tion has become very difficult with input costs.  That is acknowledged and the Minister has 
responded and will continue to engage�

10/05/2022P00900Deputy Catherine Connolly: I would like to return to the issue of the national maternity 
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hospital, particularly in the context of the Taoiseach’s emphasis on honesty�  Last Tuesday, the 
Cabinet had concerns and could not sign off on the proposal for the national maternity hospital.  
The Government has allowed for a two-week period before a final decision but in the interim, 
we have been consistently told by Government sources that there will be no change.  That is 
disingenuous.  Why are we going through the process of having a committee meeting tomorrow 
if there is going to be no change?

Second, the Taoiseach graced Fergus Finlay’s article and in that context, I want to reiterate 
what Deputy Cairns said.  The Taoiseach used Mr. Finlay’s article today to back up the narrative 
and he is entitled to do that in a democracy, but I ask him to clarify whether Professor Madden 
and Dr� Sarah McLoughlin can also speak out�  I am sure the Taoiseach is going to tell me that it 
is a matter for the board but I am asking him for his own view on this.  Yesterday, the Minister 
for Health, speaking on an RTÉ programme, saw no problem with the two dissenting voices be-
ing heard at the committee and clarifying why they dissented�  What is the Taoiseach’s opinion?

10/05/2022P01000The Taoiseach: First, the Cabinet did not take a decision last week in relation to this before 
making sure there was full transparency in relation to all of the documents that are underpin-
ning the Government’s consideration and the decision it will take.  Deputy Connolly would 
have been in the House asking that the Government would not take a decision before issues 
were made public�  All of the documentation has been made public and there will be a hearing 
tomorrow before the Joint Committee on Health�

To date, I have not heard anything that undermines the idea of clinical, financial and opera-
tional independence for the hospital or that raises any questions around those services that are 
lawfully permitted in the State being provided.  I have not heard anything really that questions 
the fundamentals of those agreements�

In respect of the HSE board members, my sense is that the board needs to deal with this be-
cause there are more than three members on the board�  I am sure Deputy Connolly, at another 
time and on another issue, would say that the board itself, collectively, has a responsibility to 
articulate its position�

10/05/2022P01100Deputy Catherine Connolly: The Taoiseach has quoted Mr� Finlay-----

10/05/2022P01200The Taoiseach: Yes, I have because it is in the public domain.  Deputy Connolly has quot-
ed-----

10/05/2022P01300An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

10/05/2022P01400The Taoiseach: -----minutes of the HSE board�

10/05/2022P01500An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you�  We cannot go into it in such detail now�  Deputy McAu-
liffe-----

10/05/2022P01600The Taoiseach: I take Deputy Connolly’s point but-----

10/05/2022P01700An Ceann Comhairle: Please, we are out of time.  Deputy McAuliffe is next.

10/05/2022P01800Deputy Paul McAuliffe: Sepsis is a potentially life-threatening complication of infection 
that can impact anybody.  In fact, nearly seven people a day die with sepsis.  The Taoiseach will 
know of the death in my constituency of 15-year-old Seán Hughes from sepsis�  His parents 
have done tremendous work in raising awareness of sepsis and got a commitment from the 
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Minister for Health in the previous Government that similar work would be done by the HSE.  
Unfortunately and mainly due to Covid-19, only €50,000 has been spent in the past three years 
on this campaign.  Will the Taoiseach write to the HSE and urge it to significantly increase the 
resources available for sepsis awareness and use tools such as television and radio advertise-
ments, which were used widely during Covid-19, to communicate a really important public 
health message?

10/05/2022P01900The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising what is a very important issue.  I certainly 
will engage with the Minister for Health in relation to this because quite a number of people get 
very ill and some pass away through not identifying sepsis early on.  Sometimes it can be too 
late when it is identified and this can cause terrible damage and loss of life.  It is something that 
deserves a far greater allocation of resources.

10/05/2022P02000Deputy Brendan Griffin: I warmly welcome the Cabinet’s decision today to extend the 9% 
VAT rate for hospitality.  This is something I have called for many times because it is beneficial 
to businesses and consumers alike�  In my constituency in Kerry, it will be welcomed and is 
much-needed as we try to restart the tourism and hospitality sector.  One thing that will very 
much help us restart that sector and, in particular, to raise our profile abroad, especially in North 
America, would be a presidential visit.  There have been rumours that a presidential visit will 
take place later this year.  Is that the case?  Given that the estimated advertising value of such a 
visit can run into hundreds of millions of euro, I ask that we prioritise a visit to County Kerry 
by the President of the United States.  We are approaching the 250th anniversary of the birth of 
Daniel O’Connell, the Liberator, who had very strong links with Mr. Frederick Douglass in the 
USA�  This decade will also mark the bicentenary of Catholic emancipation and freedom of reli-
gious practice in this country, which would be very pertinent to mark during a presidential visit.

10/05/2022P02100An Ceann Comhairle: There could be a Biden plaza in Kerry, maybe.

10/05/2022P02200The Taoiseach: The people of Cork might have something to say about that.  We might 
bring President Biden to Pairc Uí Rinn and ask him if he can figure out why Kerry were so 
reluctant initially to come to Pairc Uí Rinn.  They came and we had a great night, in any event.

The 9% VAT rate is a response to the situation the hospitality industry finds itself in after a 
long, hard Covid-19 period in which it was hammered.  The Government’s employment wage 
subsidy scheme, EWSS, was very important in keeping a lot of hospitality sector employees at 
work.  The VAT rate, by the way, goes beyond the hospitality sector and takes in a lot other sec-
tors, including cinema, theatre and so on.  A number of different sectors will benefit from this 
and employment should be maintained in those sectors out to February 2023�

10/05/2022P02300Deputy Chris Andrews: Amnesty International, B’Tselem, Al-Haq and many others have 
documented the crimes of apartheid inflicted on the Palestinian people by the state of Israel.  
I welcome the fact that the Jewish Voice for Peace and Amnesty International will be giving 
a joint briefing on Israeli apartheid in Leinster House tomorrow.  Five United Nations special 
rapporteurs have endorsed the recent report by the UN which found that Israel is inflicting the 
crime of apartheid on the Palestinian people�  When will we see Ireland standing up to Israeli 
terror, just as we are rightly standing up to Russian terror?  There are two terror states but one 
is getting preferential treatment�

10/05/2022P02400The Taoiseach: I would not accept that.  Ireland has been very strong at the UN Security 
Council on this.  Indeed, the Secretary General has thanked me for Ireland’s proactive role at 
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the Security Council on the Palestinian question and in support of the Palestinian right to a 
homeland and general issues�

I am not clear in terms of the advocacy that Sinn Féin members have promoted on behalf of 
Palestinians when they go to America�  When they meet with senior politicians in America, they 
are very quiet in regard to Palestinians as they make presentations to the United States.

10/05/2022Q00200Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: Come off it.

10/05/2022Q00300The Taoiseach: They are.  I would love to hear the outcome because it never seems to get 
mentioned or surfaced�  It is just as Sinn Féin was soft on Russia�  I remember that it did not 
accept the invasion of Crimea as the partition of Ukraine.  Some of Sinn Fein’s representatives 
at conferences in Moscow-----

10/05/2022Q00400Deputy Chris Andrews: Israel is a terror state�

10/05/2022Q00500The Taoiseach: Some of the representatives of the party in a Moscow conference - I think 
it was Mr� Ó Dubhghlais-----

10/05/2022Q00600An Ceann Comhairle: We are out of time�

10/05/2022Q00700The Taoiseach: He said it was justified and that the freedom fighters in the independence 
areas were justified in fighting “the Nazis in Kiev”.

10/05/2022Q00800Deputy Chris Andrews: Nothing is happening to Israel�

10/05/2022Q00900An Ceann Comhairle: We are out of time�  I call Deputy O’Dea�

10/05/2022Q01000Deputy Willie O’Dea: It has generally been accepted that Ireland’s response to the recent 
pandemic has been one of the most successful�  At present, a WHO global pandemic treaty is 
being negotiated�  My understanding is that the states which become signatories to this treaty 
will be ceding power to deal with any future pandemics entirely to the WHO and that the local 
government will be completely excluded from the situation.  This is a very significant develop-
ment.  Has the advice of the Attorney General been sought as to whether the Government sign-
ing up to this will require a constitutional referendum?

10/05/2022Q01100The Taoiseach: I will have to check that out in the first instance.  I remember that Ireland 
was one of the proactive members in getting a global tobacco treaty under the auspices of the 
WHO, and we would have been co-authors of that legislation and key players in getting it en-
acted, which was to the benefit of healthcare.  In terms of a pandemic, what is required is very 
strong global interaction and co-ordination among all the members of the WHO, which did not 
quite happen at the beginning in this regard�

10/05/2022Q01200Deputy Paul Kehoe: I want to raise the issue of the very worrying media attention that 
the Irish Athletic Boxing Association, IABA, has had over the past week, with the latest news 
of Bernard Dunne’s departure or resignation - call it what you want�  This is the third high-
performance coach who has departed the IABA in the last number of years, including my own 
county man, Billy Walsh, and Gary Keegan�  To lose not one, not two, but three shows there 
is something horrific going on in that organisation.  It was described to me by what we might 
call a whistleblower that the IABA is like the mafia given they are losing so many people.  We 
have seen many amateur boxers going professional with some unwarranted people.  That is 
very concerning.  We see volunteers on the ground who are distraught at what is happening.  I 
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know the Taoiseach would like the problems in this organisation to be addressed�  I ask him, the 
Government and the Ministers to get involved in this, to sort it out once and for all and to deal 
with what is happening in the IABA�

10/05/2022Q01300The Taoiseach: I think the world “mafia” should be withdrawn.

10/05/2022Q01400Deputy Paul Kehoe: I withdraw it�

10/05/2022Q01500The Taoiseach: I do not think the Deputy means it that way because whatever our views 
and perspectives on organisations, that can in the normal case be a loaded term which I do not 
think is appropriate.  That said, there are governance frameworks which the IABA is obliged 
to fulfil and comply with.  The Minister will engage with the sports council in regard to this 
issue.  I am reluctant to have Government Ministers run sporting organisations.  It means there 
is a problem and that should not normally be the case at all.  However, there are governance 
frameworks and agreements that have to be observed and complied with.  In particular, good 
quality coaches of the type the Deputy has mentioned are important, as is a good environment 
and a good framework to sustain their contribution to the sport�

10/05/2022Q01600Deputy Martin Browne: I want to start by congratulating those who were elected in the 
Assembly elections over the weekend, especially my Sinn Féin colleagues.

There are 524 vacancies across the 91 children’s disability network teams, CDNTs, at the 
moment and that is out of 1,982 so-called approved positions.  That means one third of positions 
in CDNTs across the country are vacant.  It is more or less the equivalent rate for the CHO area 
which includes south Tipperary�  At the same time, families of children who had preliminary 
team assessments are receiving letters about how the files were being reviewed and that they 
would be contacted in due course to let them know what will happen next�  That is how the HSE 
put it, with absolutely no uncertainty�  We also recently heard how the HSE refused meetings 
with the Minister of State, Deputy Anne Rabbitte, when she requested them�

Will the Taoiseach make a statement as to exactly how the HSE has been allowed to feel it 
can evade transparency when it comes to families of children with disabilities and the Minister 
of State?  Will he also tell me if the HSE is to review the current number of approved positions 
in line with the increased level of demand as a result of the backlog that the HSE is responsible 
for?

10/05/2022Q01700The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising the issue�  I know the Minister of State, Dep-
uty Rabbitte, is working with the HSE on the reconfiguration of children’s disability services.  
There are issues with how this is progressing and there is a need for a review of its impact on 
existing services and the need to accelerate recruitment to vacant positions.  There are certainly 
issues on which we need to engage with the agency�

10/05/2022Q01800Deputy Verona Murphy: Over the weekend, there were reports in national newspapers 
about a review by Transport Infrastructure Ireland of roads infrastructure under Project Ireland 
2040 and the national development plan.  One of the roads infrastructure projects that greatly 
concerns me is the final stretch of the M11 from Oilgate to Rosslare.  The Taoiseach knows it is 
going to the most strategic port in the country and it would complete the eastern corridor from 
Belfast to Rosslare.  Can he assure people that this project will not be long-fingered?

10/05/2022Q01900The Taoiseach: As the Deputy knows, the Government has invested very heavily in Ross-
lare and will continue to do so.  Rosslare is enjoying a significant renaissance in that respect.  It 
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is an ill wind that blows nobody good and Brexit has certainly created opportunities for Ross-
lare.  The investment there is positive and we want to maintain that.  I accept the point about 
the M11 and that last phase of the road.  There is a national development plan.  I will certainly 
have a look to see what we can do to make sure it progresses.

10/05/2022Q02000Deputy Thomas Pringle: The Tánaiste visited County Donegal last week, where he visited 
a home destroyed by mica and met the Mica Action Group�  It was reported that he was not 
aware that reconstruction was to be on the existing foundations of houses affected by mica.  It is 
a mind-boggling revelation at this stage that Government Ministers are not up to speed on this 
issue as they have been making significant decisions that affect people’s lives.  The Mica Action 
Group has recently written to Deputies, pleading with them to ensure that promised legislation 
goes through the pre-legislative scrutiny process.  I ask the Taoiseach to get this right because 
it has to be done.  I ask him to commit to pre-legislative scrutiny for the mica legislation as a 
matter of urgency to make sure the legislation is right and proper�

10/05/2022Q02100The Taoiseach: I have a problem with that and the Minister has too because that is going 
to delay it another six months�

10/05/2022Q02200Deputy Thomas Pringle: No, it will not�

10/05/2022Q02300The Taoiseach: All along, people have been saying not enough is happening and it is not 
quick enough.  We need to get the mica houses rebuilt, particularly those that are most severely 
affected.

10/05/2022Q02400Deputy Thomas Pringle: The Government promised to publish legislation in January.

10/05/2022Q02500The Taoiseach: The Government has been under huge pressure.  It has been said we are not 
moving quickly enough and not getting enough stuff done in terms of process and procedures.  
The legislation is key to underpinning what we do.  I ask the Deputy to reflect on that.  There 
will be a Committee Stage and we have had a lot of consultation over the last six months.  We 
need to consider this very seriously.  The Deputy would be the very first guy to jump up in the 
Chamber in the autumn to say the Government does not have one house done.

10/05/2022Q02600An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you.  We are out of time.  I will give the two remaining 
Deputies 30 seconds each�  I call Deputy Bríd Smith�

10/05/2022Q02700Deputy Bríd Smith: On the day that the World Meteorological Organization, WMO, has 
warned that the planet has a 50-50 chance of average global temperatures soaring 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels at least once in the next five years, will the Taoiseach agree that this means 
the shot across the bows that we have received from the WMO means that we absolutely must 
move away from burning fossil fuels, that we cannot develop Barryroe or any other fossil fuel 
infrastructure and, indeed, that we must now commit not to import LNG into this country?

10/05/2022Q02800Deputy Carol Nolan: Private coach operators are currently struggling for survival and 
need urgent financial assistance or to be included in the fare reduction scheme.  Many of these 
operators have stated they may not be in a position to provide school transport for children 
come September, such is the need and urgency for them to be given some assistance.  Will the 
Taoiseach take action to ensure these operators are included in a fare reduction scheme and 
are given much-needed financial assistance?  We also need to ensure we have school transport 
come September�
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10/05/2022R00200The Taoiseach: I have already spoken in the House about the warnings about climate 
change, that we were likely to hit 1.5°C in the next five years, and how this is a wake-up call 
to everybody in the House.  It means we have to continue with the carbon tax.  We should do 
so to enable us to raise revenue to enable us to retrofit more homes to make them more energy 
efficient, for environmentally friendly farming and to protect against fuel poverty.  Collectively, 
there has to be a realisation in the House this is very serious for future generations.  We are in 
deep trouble, as a world, in respect of climate change�

10/05/2022R00300Deputy Bríd Smith: We should move together not to develop Barryroe.

10/05/2022R00400The Taoiseach: I did not say that�

10/05/2022R00500Deputy Carol Nolan: I did not get a response�

10/05/2022R00600The Taoiseach: I apologise.  The Minister for Transport is engaging with the private op-
erators�  I spoke to him last week about this�  It is important we got public transport done�  I 
acknowledge the implications for private operators, but the Minister is engaging with them.

10/05/2022R00700Employment Equality (Pay Transparency) Bill 2022: First Stage

10/05/2022R00800Deputy Pa Daly: I move:

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill entitled an Act to amend the Employment 
Equality Act 1998 to provide for pay transparency in the advertising of jobs.

I thank the Ceann Comhairle for granting me time and leave to introduce this Bill.  I also 
thank the staff in the Bills Office and the Office of the Ceann Comhairle for their assistance in 
bringing this forward�  I will share time with my colleague Deputy Conway-Walsh, who is co-
signing the Bill�

What this Bill does is straightforward�  It will amend section 10 of the Employment Equality 
Act 1998 which deals with advertising in order that it will then read that a person shall not pub-
lish an advert relating to employment which omits the appropriate remuneration for a contract 
of employment�  It will then forbid the ads from omitting the appropriate remuneration for the 
role.  It is complementary to pay transparency and pay reporting, regarding which the Govern-
ment has already introduced legislation.  However, this is a more immediate and simple mea-
sure and is very much in keeping with the overall aim of equality and employment legislation.

Similar legislation has been introduced in other jurisdictions such as Canada, Sweden and 
Norway.  According to the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development, CIPD, with re-
gard to the gender pay gap in Ireland, the differential between the average pay of males and 
females within an organisation is estimated at an average of 14% for 2021.  Strong workers’ 
rights legislation, education and childcare are all essential in addressing inequalities, but I hope 
this will be some small measure also�

It will also prevent jobseekers going to the trouble of applying for employment only to dis-
cover a different rate of pay than they initially anticipated.  Pay transparency is important as it 
allows women and minorities, in particular, to check if they are undertaking similar work for 
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the same rates of pay.  I heard Deputy Griffin mentioning a great Kerryman.  Pay transparency 
and equality was achieved by another great man, Mike Quill from Kilgarvan, for his members 
on the buses and subways of New York in the 1950s and 1960s�

The Bill will empower workers to negotiate better pay as they can benchmark themselves 
against the going rate�  Clarity in terms of pay enables discrimination as women and men are 
prevented from making a case to be paid the same as colleagues where there is no transparent 
benchmarking�  The Debenhams workers in Tralee of course were women in the main, and 
sectors such as retail with a high concentration of women and minorities see more and more 
violations of workers’ rights.  We must put a stop to this.  I hope the Bill goes some small way 
towards doing so�

10/05/2022R00900Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I acknowledge the work of my colleague, Deputy Daly, and 
his office on this Bill.  The more transparency around wages, the better for all workers as it can 
help to ensure they get a fair deal from employers�  Pay transparency is also an important tool 
for tackling the gender pay gap and other forms of pay-related discrimination�  Progress has 
been made in the area of pay transparency in recent years, as outlined by my colleague�

This legislation is an important step in strengthening the position of workers, specifically 
in the job application process�  The legislation will make it a requirement to publish salaries 
on job advertisements.  Anyone who has searched for a job, especially online, will be familiar 
with scrolling down and finding, where one expects to see a salary, instead of an actual figure, 
phrases such as “depending on experience” or “competitive salary”.

The truth is that the lack of transparency and asymmetric information reduces the bargain-
ing power of the applicant and skews the power in favour of the employer.  Knowing the salary 
upfront lets a candidate understand whether a job will be financially viable for him or her before 
committing the time and effort to apply.  It shows workers already in the job what salaries are 
being offered to attract new employees.  Leaving the employer to negotiate with the successful 
candidate on salary after the fact can lead to women, people from lower socioeconomic back-
grounds and minorities often ending up on a lower salary�

An increasing body of research shows salary transparency is a way of creating a more eq-
uitable workplace.  In the third level sector, in particular, we know that working conditions for 
tutors, lecturers and researchers have been eroded by the employment practices of underfunded 
colleges�  We also know that it is disproportionately women and minorities on precarious con-
tracts.  I recently spoke to a woman who has been moved from short-term contract to short-term 
contract for 18 years.  We need to skew the contracts and what is offered, in terms of the worker, 
to protect the worker’s rights and give equal power to both the employer and the workers.

10/05/2022R01000An Ceann Comhairle: Is the Bill opposed?

10/05/2022R01100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): No�

Question put and agreed to�

10/05/2022R01300An Ceann Comhairle: Since this is a Private Members’ Bill, Second Stage must, under 
Standing Orders, be taken in Private Members’ time.

10/05/2022R01400Deputy Pa Daly: I move: “That the Bill be taken in Private Members’ time.”

Question put and agreed to�
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10/05/2022R01600Bills Considered in Select Committee: Motion

10/05/2022R01700Deputy Jack Chambers: I move:

That, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders and noting that an Order of referral 
to Select Committee under Standing Order 181(1) was not made in each case, Dáil Éireann 
hereby confirms the amendments made to—

(a) the Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 by the Select 
Committee on Health on 10th March, 2022, and 

(b) the Defence Forces (Evidence) Bill 2019 by the Select Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Defence on 12th April, 2022,

and the Bills, as amended, are accordingly reported to the House�

Question put and agreed to�

10/05/2022R01825Ceisteanna - Questions

10/05/2022R01850Cabinet Committees

10/05/2022R019001� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on 
education will next meet. [20609/22]

10/05/2022R020002� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education 
will next meet. [20611/22]

10/05/2022R021003� Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on educa-
tion will next meet. [21795/22]

10/05/2022R022004� Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education will 
next meet. [21856/22]

10/05/2022R023005� Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education 
will next meet. [22932/22]

10/05/2022R024006� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education will 
next meet. [22942/22]

10/05/2022R025007� Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education 
will next meet. [22979/22]

10/05/2022R02600The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, together.
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The Cabinet committee on education oversees implementation of the programme for Gov-
ernment commitments in the area of education�  This Cabinet committee last met on 13 May 
2021 and discussed topics including special education policy in schools and the increased de-
mand for places at third level in 2021 and 2022.  It will meet again shortly.  I have regular en-
gagement with Ministers at Cabinet and individually to discuss priority issues relating to their 
Departments�

In addition a number of meetings have been held between my officials and officials from 
relevant Departments since the establishment of the Cabinet committee in July 2020.  On 29 
March, we announced ambitious plans for a reimagined senior cycle of education where the stu-
dent is at the centre of his or her senior cycle experience�  An expansion of the DEIS programme 
was recently announced, which will benefit 347 schools.  Some 310 schools will be included 
in DEIS for the first time and 37 existing DEIS primary schools are being reclassified and will 
be eligible for increased supports.  This will mean a €32 million increase in the Department 
of Education’s expenditure on the DEIS programme from 2023, which will be the largest-ever 
single investment in the programme.

Last week, Government decided that income-contingent loans for fees would not form part 
of the future funding model for higher education.  We have instead committed to a multi-funded 
model which will be a mix of additional Exchequer investment, employer contributions through 
the National Training Fund and student contributions.  It is intended to provide additional fund-
ing to the €2 billion annual spend on higher education in Ireland through the annual budgetary 
process.  Government will also progress measures to reduce the cost of education for students 
and families through changes to the student grant scheme and student contributions over time.

Since 2019, five technological universities have been founded.  The most recent was with 
the establishment of the South East Technological University this month which saw the dis-
solution of Waterford Institute of Technology and IT Carlow and the creation of a stand-alone 
university in the region.

10/05/2022R02700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The system for allocating special education teachers is 
crude, it is not fit for purpose, and it is letting down our children with special needs.  This fact 
was underlined for me this week by the principal of Rathmichael National School in my area�  
It has just lost a special education teacher because of the crude way in which the allocations are 
made�  The school is appealing the decision, and I hope the Minister will consider that appeal�  
The principal pointed out that the figures are crudely based on the number of children coming 
in with a diagnosis in junior infants and those leaving in sixth class.  What is not taken into ac-
count is that many children identified as having special needs are not identified until later.  Of-
ten, the school must help with that being done and with the children going through the system�  
The assessments can take up to two years�

Something I did not know is that some parents, because of the long waiting lists, then get 
private assessments but, incredibly, those private assessments are not counted in the HSE’s 
figures because the two systems do not join up.  That seems crazy.  The same principal pointed 
out that children with slightly less severe but nonetheless special needs are ignored, essentially, 
because they do not have assistance and are not identified.  This issue must be addressed.  We 
need a system for allocating special education teachers and support that is based on the real 
needs of the children and not on crude calculations�

10/05/2022S00200Deputy Paul Murphy: Last Friday, hundreds of parents of children with disabilities pro-
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tested outside the Dáil�  There were also protests in Cork and Enniscorthy�  These were organ-
ised by Families Unite for Services and Support, FUSS.  The hashtag used was #LetsMak-
eAFuss�  The speeches we heard were extremely powerful�  We are talking about parents forced 
to make a fuss and to struggle to get, or to try to get, what their children deserve as a basic right 
and need.  They really should not have to have protests, to take court cases against the State and 
to try to pressurise for just their basic rights.  These parents, however, feel they have no choice 
because their children are being utterly failed by the State in respect of the extremely long wait-
ing lists, inadequate supports and absence of support in our schools�

I raise the particular issue, that in all of Tallaght there is only one secondary school with an 
autism class�  Thankfully, there are now many primary schools with autism classes, but we are 
getting to a point where students will graduate from primary school and want to be going on 
to secondary school, but where there is only one such secondary school�  Surely that does not 
make any sense and we need to expand the number of schools with autism classes�

10/05/2022S00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: I also raise the issue of better services for children with educational 
needs, in particular for children with autism�  I was glad to join the Families United for Ser-
vices and Support protest outside the Dáil last Friday.  I heard some powerful testimonies from 
parents and from young adults who had been failed by a system that simply could not provide 
them with the supports they needed to ensure their right to an education was vindicated.  This 
is a serious matter.  We are seeing an inconsistent level of services being provided for children 
with autism across the State�

Yesterday, I had the privilege of visiting the wonderful Rainbow Club in Mahon in Cork.  
The Taoiseach is familiar with Karen and Jon O’Mahony and their great work in providing sup-
ports to parents and, crucially, to children from a young age right through to teenage years and 
beyond.  These wonderful services are being provided for about 1,000 children each year now.  
They are picking up the pieces and filling the gaps that exist in the State system, where we are 
seeing a lack of joined-up thinking and co-ordinated services, particularly for children with 
autism and autism spectrum disorder, ASD�

10/05/2022S00400Deputy Cathal Crowe: In his contribution, the Taoiseach referred to DEIS and the over-
haul that system had about six or seven weeks ago.  It was positive and progressive.  These 
reviews happen every few years and the last one occurred in 2017 or 2018.  Therefore, the 
model the Department of Education uses to determine deprivation and the need to intervene in 
a school context is based on Pobal and census figures dating from 2016.  The review is good and 
welcome, and most schools in County Clare and around the country that have had their designa-
tions changed welcome what happened in March.  It does not, however, fully take into account 
transients, those in rental accommodation who move every few months.  Living in one home for 
many years is simply not the case for many families�  Equally, many schools I can think of in 
Clare had 50 or 60 pupils, all with English as a first language, at the start of this academic year, 
but that situation has now been flipped on its head.  I know of one school that has doubled its 
enrolment, and where those with English as a first language are the minority.  Therefore, DEIS 
needs to be reviewed in this context.  There must be a mid-term review of the programme at the 
end of this summer so we can again examine new designations for the start of the 2022-2023 
academic year�

10/05/2022S00500Deputy Mick Barry: Last week, the psychotherapist, Stella O’Malley, was invited to ad-
dress an Education and Training Boards Ireland, ETBI, conference for principals and deputy 
principals on managing gender issues in schools.  Ms O’Malley is an extremely controversial 
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figure among the transgender community in Ireland and internationally.  Why would that not 
be the case, when she recently messaged on a gay rights advocacy group, which excludes trans 
people, that “I don’t think you should have any empathy, and I haven’t asked anybody to have 
any empathy and I don’t think you should have empathy or sympathy”.  There should be no 
role for views such as this in sex education in our education system.  This highlights the need 
for legislation on objective and factual sex education in schools.  It has been four years since 
the introduction of Solidarity’s Provision of Objective Sex Education Bill 2018, which has been 
blocked with a money message by the Taoiseach’s Government on Committee Stage.  Will the 
Taoiseach stop blocking this Bill now?

10/05/2022S00600The Taoiseach: I thank all the Deputies for raising these issues�

Deputy Boyd Barrett referred to the system for allocating special needs teachers and the 
broader issue around assessment, and so forth.  My sense of this situation is that we have a more 
direct route to dealing with special needs in education through the National Council for Special 
Education.  The allocation of resources happens much faster in respect of delivery in the school.  
The same does not apply in the health service.  It seems to be far more opaque regarding the 
allocation of resources in the health service and the follow-through in that regard in terms of 
delivery on the ground, if I am honest about it, and I am not happy with that.  We must increas-
ingly use the school-based model for therapists�  As the Deputy is aware, a pilot scheme was 
developed some years ago, and that has been effective.  The progressing disabilities services, 
PDS, model is diluting the level of provision in special schools.  To be fair, that policy was an-
nounced about ten years ago, but it has been slow in the delivery.  Some good centres have been 
created, but the model of a multidisciplinary team on a school campus is one I would like to see 
more of.  That said, there has been a significant expansion of special needs provision in schools 
for the past 20-odd years, manifested in the thousands of special needs assistants and resource 
teachers in our schools�  Those are the facts�  There has also been the creation of autism classes�  
More needs to be done, however, and it is particularly the case in this area of multidisciplinary 
teams�

Additionally, and Deputy Murphy raised this issue, I do not want any court cases or protests�  
There should not have to be protests or court cases in respect of children with special needs.  I 
brought in the Education Act 1998 and automatic enrolment for children with special needs, 
also in 1998, which was the first time children with autism had a special pupil-teacher ratio, 
or that any children with special needs had such a ratio�  That brought in special classes within 
mainstream schools and then children within the mainstream classes themselves.  Those devel-
opments have not followed through at post-primary level.  It is crazy there is only one school 
in Tallaght at post-primary level with an autism class.  I envisage a greater role for the ETBs 
in the provision of special education, especially at post-primary level.  Every secondary and 
post-primary school should play its part in respect of providing for children with special needs.  
A proper second level curriculum must be provided and there should be an intake of pupils by 
all schools.  This should certainly be resolved based on catchment area.  It cannot be left to just 
one school to provide in this regard.  In any event, given the needs of post-primary autism, one 
school will have a limit to what it can do because of issues with progression, space and facili-
ties.  There have been some very good examples where post-primary schools have embraced 
this.  Recently in Cork, the ETB started a new special school at post-primary level and it has 
turned out to be a significant success.  The ETBs need to play a stronger role across the country 
in being the patrons of new schools, at post-primary level especially, and to make sure children 
have rightful progression from primary to post-primary.  The same sort of revolution has not 
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happened at post-primary level as has happened at primary level over the past 20 years.  That 
needs to be corrected�  That may mean some strengthening of existing legislation that obliges 
schools and gives the Minister powers to direct schools to take children in.

Deputy Bacik has also raised this issue in the context of the Rainbow Club�  I am glad she 
visited it.  It is an example of what can be done outside of the box or outside formal structures 
to create opportunities for parents and children.  It has been a fantastic success over the years.  
They seem to have an easier capacity to recruit specialist therapists also, even though their fa-
cilities are not optimal, if I am honest, as regards the hall and so on in Mahon.  They have made 
a big impact�

On DEIS, I take Deputy Crowe’s points about how one assesses deprivation, disadvantage 
and so on in the modern era, particularly with a much more mobile population�  The older des-
ignations may not apply to some more mobile residents in a given area.  Currently 884 schools 
and more than 180,000 students benefit from the DEIS programme.  The Minister recently an-
nounced the expansion of the programme benefiting 347 schools.  Some 310 schools will be 
included in DEIS for the first time, and 37 existing DEIS primary schools are being reclassified 
and will be eligible for increased supports�  That means in the 2022-2023 school year there will 
be 1,194 schools in the DEIS programme, serving in excess of 240,000 students.  That is one in 
four students in a disadvantaged scheme, to give additional weighting and teacher allocations 
and supports to the schools.  That is a €32 million increase in the Department’s expenditure on 
the DEIS programme from 2023 onwards, the largest single investment ever undertaken by a 
Government in the DEIS programme.  The programme was started by Fianna Fáil many years 
ago�  I am glad to see it is getting such an expansion�

In response to Deputy Barry, again I am not aware of the individual concerned but there 
has to be proper understanding and empathy in issues pertaining to trans people and the whole 
LGBTQI community�  Legislation is one dimension but the most important dimension is the 
curriculum reform that is currently under way by the National Council for Curriculum and As-
sessment�

10/05/2022T00200Cabinet Committees

10/05/2022T003008� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on 
health will next meet. [20604/22]

10/05/2022T004009� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on health will 
next meet. [20607/22]

10/05/2022T0050010� Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on health will 
next meet. [21060/22]

10/05/2022T0060011� Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on health will 
next meet. [22933/22]

10/05/2022T0070012� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on health will 
next meet. [22945/22]

10/05/2022T0080013� Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on health will 
next meet. [22980/22]
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10/05/2022T00900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 8 to 13, inclusive, together.

The Cabinet committee on health oversees implementation of programme for Government 
commitments in health, receives detailed reports on identified policy areas and considers the 
implementation of health reforms, including Sláintecare�  The Cabinet committee last met on 
Thursday, 28 April and is expected to meet again shortly�  In addition to the meetings of the 
full Cabinet and of Cabinet committees, I meet with Ministers individually to focus on different 
issues�  I meet regularly with the Minister for Health to discuss priorities in the area of health, 
including Sláintecare and the management of Covid-19.

In 2022, we will spend a record €21 billion on our health and social care services.  This 
will allow us to reduce waiting lists, increase capacity, protect our most vulnerable, address 
inequalities and deliver the right care in the right place at the right time.  Work is continuing to 
advance a number of priority programmes of work identified in the Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy and Action Plan 2021-23, including progressing six new regional health areas, wait-
ing list reduction and taking steps towards the establishment of elective care centres in Dublin, 
Cork and Galway�

The years 2020 and 2021 saw record increases in the health sector workforce, and a further 
1,778 whole-time equivalents have been recruited to end March 2022.  This growth in the work-
force has enabled the delivery of services, including the establishment of 51 community health 
networks, 15 community specialist teams for older people, and four community specialist teams 
for chronic disease management.  Some 21 community intervention teams are now operational 
with nationwide coverage.  A total of 829 acute beds have opened since 1 January 2020.  Base-
line critical care capacity is now 305�

A range of accessibility and affordability measures are being progressed, including funding 
of €30 million for new medicines in budget 2022, with 24 new medicines or new uses of exist-
ing medicines approved to date this year.  The drugs payment scheme monthly threshold was 
reduced from €114 to €100 on 1 January 2022 and was further reduced from €100 to €80 on 1 
March 2022�  I refer also to the abolition of public in-patient charges for children under 16, GP 
care without charges for six- and seven-year-olds, increases in the fees payable to contracted 
dentists for a number of items, including examinations and fillings, and the reintroduction of 
cleaning for medical card patients�  A scheme for accessible contraception for women aged 17 
to 25 is due to launch in August.  We will continue our investment in an expanded public health 
service and embed the lessons learned throughout the pandemic into our health and social care 
services.

10/05/2022T01000Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: There are 2,000 medical scientists in this country�  The 
Medical Laboratory Scientists Association, MLSA, is going on strike on Wednesday, 18 May, 
Tuesday, 24 May, and Tuesday, 31 May�  The reason is that, way back in 2001, there was a 
report of the expert group on medical laboratory technician and technologist grades that recom-
mended that medical laboratory scientists should be put on pay parity with clinical biochemists�  
Also, 20% of medical scientist posts in our hospitals are not filled.  The MLSA has engaged 
with the HSE and the Department of Health through the Workplace Relations Commission�  It 
got a ballot for industrial action, which was due to take place in March and early April�  It de-
ferred it because it wanted to try to find a resolution.  All that has come to naught and it has no 
choice but to take industrial action�

The Department and the HSE should meet their demands, give them the parity that was 
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recommended back in 2001 and fill those posts.  They point out in their briefing on this that all 
the problems of CervicalCheck, which increased the demands on these laboratories, resulted in 
them warning way back in 2006 against the decision to outsource screening to American labo-
ratories and that it would cause problems because we did not have the capacity or the ability to 
retain laboratory scientists.  These matters have very serious implications.  I urge the Govern-
ment to meet the demands of the medical laboratory scientists�

10/05/2022T01100Deputy Paul Murphy: I want to raise with the Taoiseach the very serious issue of long 
Covid, which I fear will be a pressing issue for our health service and our society in the coming 
years.  Figures suggest that, worldwide, well over 10% of people who get Covid suffer some 
form of long Covid, and that a minority of them suffer a very severe form of long Covid that 
can continue for many months and even potentially years, with quite severe symptoms.  I met 
a man, for example, in campaigning to save the Tallaght long Covid clinic, which was thank-
fully saved, called Pete Brennan, who was suffering from very severe fatigue, memory loss and 
shortness of breath.  It was having a massive impact on his life.  There are many other people 
similarly affected.  We are going to need to invest in long Covid clinics throughout the country.

A month ago, I asked the Minister for Health through a parliamentary question how many 
people in Ireland have long Covid.  The question was referred to the HSE which answered that 
it does not currently hold information centrally on the numbers of patients affected by long 
Covid.  I found it quite astounding.  We cannot manage what we do not measure.  If we do not 
know how many people have long Covid, how does the State know where to put the resources, 
how much resources to put in and so on?  It does not make any sense�  Does the Taoiseach agree 
that we need to start collecting those data centrally?

10/05/2022T01200Deputy Ivana Bacik: I would like to raise the issue of the long delays in the roll-out of 
free GP care for children�  In 2015, funding was secured for the extension of free GP care to all 
children under 12 but this was not rolled out�  Again in 2020, the then Minister, Deputy Harris, 
announced free GP care for children aged 12 and under on a phased basis, with six- and seven-
year-olds first.  In the most recent budget, the current Minister for Health, Deputy Donnelly, 
confirmed again that funding would be put in place for the extension of free GP care to six- and 
seven-year-olds.

4 o’clock

We are being told that consultations are under way with the IMO on the introduction of this 
service.  While parents and households generally are in the middle of a cost-of-living crisis, 
with costs rising for all sorts of basic services, food, rent and fuel, it is long past time for us 
to see the roll-out of free GP care, at least with the cohort of children in question�  It should 
be rolled out for all children thereafter.  Can the Taoiseach give us the date on which this will 
actually happen?  It is now approaching seven years since funding was first put in place for 
the extension and there does not seem to be any credible excuse for further delays, particularly 
when there is a cost-of-living crisis and when Ireland is the only country in western Europe 
without such free care�

10/05/2022U00200Deputy Cathal Crowe: With regard to the health aspect of this agenda, I wish to raise the 
incessant overcrowding and trolley usage at University Hospital Limerick, UHL, week in, week 
out�  There is yet another inquiry, and I expect its outcome will again indicate that far too many 
people are funnelled through the same hospital system�  When the Minister for Health, Deputy 
Stephen Donnelly, visited the hospital on 17 February last, he stated UHL was doing too much 
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heavy lifting in the mid-west.  Surely, the answer to this is not just within the curtilage of UHL; 
the solution to the healthcare crisis in the mid-west lies with Ennis, Nenagh and St� John’s 
hospitals.  These hospitals need to have the capacity to discharge out of hours.  I am aware of a 
scenario in which a patient who was feeling quite well, and whom the nurses said was feeling 
quite well, on a Friday evening could not be discharged until Monday.  That is bed blocking.  It 
is blocking by policy and the mechanics of the hospital institution.  We need to have the capac-
ity to let people go home, if they are well enough to do so, on an out-of-hours basis�

10/05/2022U00300Deputy Mick Barry: Last week, more than 200 parents marched down St� Patrick’s Street 
in Cork chanting, “We are marching through our town ‘cos Micheál Martin let us down.”  They 
were parents of children with disabilities who are not getting access to disability services, par-
ticularly in the schools�  Under pressure from the parents’ campaign, the Minister of State 
responsible for disabilities, Deputy Rabbitte, has committed to restoring therapist allocations 
to Cork special schools to pre-pandemic levels.  According to school principals, this equates to 
60 therapists�  The Minister of State told The Echo that the HSE could validate the allocations 
in less than two months�  Does the Taoiseach understand that the parents are now watching for 
action on that promise like hawks and that the failure to deliver on it will inevitably  — and 
shockingly, because it should not have to happen — lead to an escalation of their campaign?  
Will he act on this issue now?

10/05/2022U00400The Taoiseach: I believe Deputy Boyd Barrett was the first to contribute on this group of 
questions, and he raised the issue of medical laboratory scientists�  There are a number of labour 
relations mechanisms to deal with outstanding issues related to industrial relations pay claims 
and pay and conditions.  It is not an issue that gets resolved in the Dáil Chamber.  I appeal to 
both sides to engage with a view to resolving it.  From experience, I believe these are never 
simple issues.  There is always the potential for relativities to be involved in addition to other 
factors and implications; that said, it is an issue that we want and need to have resolved.  I ap-
peal to people on all sides to get around the table at the appropriate forum, avoid strike action 
and resolve the issues.

On Deputy Paul Murphy’s comments on long Covid, he made a fair point that the informa-
tion is not held centrally, although we have to bear in mind the intense pressure on health ser-
vices during Covid and, even worse, after it, because as it receded many people presented with 
a range of conditions and were affected by delayed diagnosis.  There has been a lot of pressure 
on emergency departments but also on basic services since the ending of the emergency phase 
of the pandemic.  We need a clear focus on long Covid in time to get a central register of people 
who have the condition, because that would inform better practice and protocols on its treat-
ment and also enable more informed allocation of resources to the health service and a better 
focus�  I will engage with the Minister for Health on this�

Deputy Bacik raised the issue of the roll-out of free GP care.  I do not believe funding was 
provided in 2017; I think the policy was announced then.  Negotiations and discussions are 
ongoing or beginning with the IMO in respect of the extension to six- and seven-year-olds.  We 
need to change the way we announce and deal with this because it becomes an annual negotia-
tion once it is announced at budget time.  Very often, the leverage of the State or taxpayer in 
the negotiations is weakened by the prior announcement�  There needs to be common sense and 
perspective regarding this among all parties.  In our view, we want to increase eligibility.  There 
has been very significant engagement with GPs throughout Covid, and there was a beneficial 
co-operative agreement, but essential additional resources were provided as well.  It is in that 
context that I hope we can get the six- to seven-year-olds dealt with relatively quickly and then 
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assess how to deal with our collective aspiration to increase universal access to GP care, in 
particular�

Deputy Crowe raised the issue of University Hospital Limerick.  There is no doubt that it 
has been the scene of far too much overcrowding.  Notwithstanding the very significant invest-
ment in the hospital in recent times, the Minister has sent down a specialist team to determine 
how the hospital can develop an optimal model for governance and dealing with the issues and 
the pressure on it�  In the medium term, there is a need for more inpatient beds and capacity in 
the hospital group covering the region.  The hospitals in the group, namely Ennis, Nenagh and 
St. John’s, have a role to play in alleviating the pressure.  Sometimes that means some hospi-
tals must take on specific roles or develop additional services that do not need to be provided 
in the tertiary hospital�  The Beaumont group of hospitals comprises a good example of how 
services are spread.  However, there are particular pressure points in Limerick that have to be 
acknowledged�

Deputy Barry raised the issue of disability services.  Progressing Disability Services took 
therapists out of the special schools�  More latterly, that has been alerted to the public repre-
sentatives in terms of the diminution of provision within the special schools themselves.  The 
figure of 60 therapists, which the Deputy mentioned, is not one I have heard from the Minister 
of State, Deputy Rabbitte, or the HSE-----

10/05/2022U00500Deputy Mick Barry: School principals have raised this.

10/05/2022U00600The Taoiseach: The Minister of State has met the school principals�  There was a meeting 
with them recently in Limerick�  It depends on how long one goes back�  The programme for 
progressing disability services has been going on for ten years.  I raised it with the disability 
organisations seven or eight years ago.  Not too many of them raised this with the HSE at the 
time.  Those are the facts.  However, the matter has to be dealt with now.  I am certainly keen to 
deal with it to make sure we can help special schools in the first instance with multidisciplinary 
teams and the provision of therapists.

10/05/2022U00700Cabinet Committees

10/05/2022U0080014� Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on Brexit and 
Northern Ireland will next meet. [21867/22]

10/05/2022U0090015� Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on Brexit and 
Northern Ireland will next meet. [22895/22]

10/05/2022U0100016� Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on Brexit and 
Northern Ireland will next meet. [22934/22]

10/05/2022U0110017� Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on Brexit and 
Northern Ireland will next meet. [22935/22]

10/05/2022U0120018� Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on Brexit and 
Northern Ireland will next meet. [22981/22]

10/05/2022U01300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 14 to 18 together�
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The Cabinet committee on Brexit and Northern Ireland was formally established by the 
Government on 6 July 2020 and had its first meeting on 29 October 2020.  The committee last 
met on 4 March 2021 and is scheduled to meet again on Monday, 27 June�  A meeting scheduled 
for 29 November 2021 was postponed due to a Covid meeting.  A meeting on 24 February 2022 
also had to be postponed due to the convening of a European Council meeting at short notice.

Relevant issues arising on Brexit and Northern Ireland are regularly considered at meetings 
of the full Cabinet�  In addition to attending meetings of the full Cabinet and Cabinet commit-
tees, I meet Ministers on an individual basis to focus on particular issues, where required.  In 
the wake of the Assembly elections on 5 May, I spoke yesterday to the leaders of the main par-
ties in Northern Ireland�  In all the calls with the party leaders, I emphasised the importance of 
early formation of the Northern Ireland Executive.  The people of Northern Ireland want their 
elected representatives to address the pressing issues facing them, including the cost of living 
and healthcare waiting lists.  The Government will continue to work with the British Govern-
ment and the leaders of the political parties in Northern Ireland to seek and support the forma-
tion of the executive and the operation of all of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement.

This morning, I also spoke to Prime Minister Boris Johnson�  We agreed on the importance 
of having a strong, functioning Executive in place to deliver for the people of Northern Ireland.  
We also spoke about the protocol.  I urged the Prime Minister to engage in intensified European 
Union and United Kingdom discussions to address the issues relating to the implementation 
of the protocol�  I set out clearly my serious concerns about any unilateral action at this time, 
which would be destabilising for Northern Ireland and erode trust�  The focus should be on 
agreed European Union and United Kingdom solutions that address the practical issues arising 
from the implementation and operation of the protocol�

10/05/2022V00200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I congratulate Sinn Féin and the Alliance Party on their success in 
the Stormont election.  They now have to deliver for the people and the people will hold them 
to account if they do not.  I also want to congratulate the Aontú team in the North on its advance 
electorally in the North.  Aontú had the largest increase in votes among nationalist parties in the 
North and came ahead of more established political parties such as People Before Profit.  It begs 
the question that if a small party like Aontú can do it, why can Fianna Fáil not do it?

The election is also significant because it now puts the votes for pro Irish unity political 
parties on a par with unionist political parties and makes the lack of preparation for unity more 
reckless every day.  The election also returned a majority of MLAs who support the protocol and 
the resumption of the Executive without any precondition whatsoever.  Yet, we have exactly the 
same situation as we had before the election�  The institutions of the Good Friday Agreement 
are on the floor, have not been implemented and are not working, and a minority political party 
is stopping the whole process from working�  What actions will the Taoiseach take to ensure the 
institutions of the Good Friday Agreement are fully implemented and up and running?

10/05/2022V00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: We all share the view the Taoiseach expressed yesterday that it is 
now incumbent, following the elections, that political parties in Northern Ireland would form a 
functioning Executive.  There are seriously worrying developments, with the DUP demanding 
the removal and replacement of the protocol, it appears, before it returns to the Executive and 
with reports stating that the British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss will scrap parts of the protocol 
as soon as next week.  Could the Taoiseach confirm whether he has had any discussions with the 
British Government or EU Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič on progress towards a resolution?
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With such an impressive result for the Alliance Party in the Assembly elections, which more 
than doubled its seats and, therefore, there being now a large confirmed block of those who 
are not designated as being in either tradition but rather, as are sometimes referred to, neithers, 
it is clearly time to consider how the in-between voice on the constitutional question can be 
adequately accommodated in the Assembly and in any discussion we have in this jurisdiction 
on the future of our island.  Has the Government a clear view on how this might be addressed?

Some reports suggest that the British Government is rolling back from a blanket amnesty 
for Troubled-related offences.  Can the Taoiseach confirm whether the British Government has 
briefed him on its plans which, it seems, would require individuals to apply for immunity from 
prosecution instead?

10/05/2022V00400Deputy Cathal Crowe: Brexit has served to remind us in County Clare and along the 
western seaboard how geographically peripheral we are in the Continent of Europe.  It is obvi-
ous now that we are a long way from Dublin, but we are also a long way from Britain and the 
countries on mainland Europe�

In 2015, a national aviation policy was launched which is now totally defunct and no longer 
relevant as we come out of Covid and continue to grapple with Brexit.  The Minister, Deputy 
Ryan, has indicated that in the coming weeks he will initiate a brand new aviation policy.  I ask 
the Taoiseach that the Government prioritise that airports like Shannon be given continental 
connectivity.  It cannot all be funnelled through Heathrow.  That is a vulnerable link in itself.  
We have had to battle for the landing slots there many times over.  It is important for trade, 
commerce and tourism connectivity that we have continental links to the likes of Schiphol and 
Frankfurt to provide us with onward opportunities further east into Europe as well as Asia and 
beyond.  I ask that the Government lead this over the coming weeks as we start to prepare a 
brand new national aviation policy.

10/05/2022V00500Deputy Seán Haughey: Whatever way one looks at it, the outcome of the Assembly elec-
tions in Northern Ireland last week was historic.  For the first time since the creation of North-
ern Ireland 100 years ago, a nationalist party, Sinn Féin, is the largest party in the Northern 
Ireland Assembly.  The success of a centre ground party, the Alliance Party, is also significant.  
Geoffrey Donaldson, the leader of the DUP, has stated that it will not nominate a Deputy First 
Minister this week until the issues concerning the Northern Ireland protocol are resolved.  We 
are where we are�

The issues regarding the implementation of the Northern Ireland protocol need to be re-
solved, and resolved fairly quickly.  In my view, the EU has shown considerable flexibility on 
the matter, in particular as regards checks on goods coming into Northern Ireland from Britain�  
We have the continuous threat by the UK to introduce legislation to set aside aspects of the 
protocol, although that was not in the queen’s speech today, I understand�

The Taoiseach had a phone call with the British Prime Minister today�  He spoke to the lead-
ers of the parties in Northern Ireland yesterday�  Can he tell us where we are as regards EU-UK 
negotiations?  Can these negotiations be given an added impetus, given the stalemate in North-
ern Ireland?  Will there be renewed moves to resolve the protocol problems?

10/05/2022V00600Deputy Pa Daly: I want to raise the issue of the killing of an RUC man, Joe Campbell, 
in Cushendall in 1977.  His family, who I spoke to, said it appears he uncovered collusion by 
members of the police force with paramilitaries.  Information on a specific threat was withheld 
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from him�

10/05/2022V00700The Taoiseach: What is his name?

10/05/2022V00800Deputy Pa Daly: His name was Joe Campbell.  Information on a very specific threat to 
him was withheld.  The RUC was at least negligent and failed to act to prevent one of its own 
being killed.  He was not even warned about the threat.  When an investigation took place, the 
chief constable at the time could not remember the incident and an inadequate investigation 
took place.  The ombudsman later investigated it as it was damaging to the family and policing.  
Information was also withheld from the family�  His widow is 87 years old and has been waiting 
since 1977 for truth and justice�  Now that it appears there will be no blanket amnesty, will the 
Taoiseach make sure that the inquest is not delayed?  Will he make sure that it has, in its terms 
of reference, that the British state will be compelled to a transparent process of information dis-
closure, and that the British state cannot hide behind false national security claims?  The family 
has been waiting long enough�

10/05/2022V00900The Taoiseach: I thank all of the Deputies for the points that have been raised.  In response 
to Deputy Tóibín, this Government has been very active in terms of committing a whole range 
of research, through the shared island project, ESRI and NESC.  The first systematic and com-
prehensive research into North-South systems, be that education, health, enterprise and so forth, 
is of broad use to all of us who wish to share the island together into the future.  It is the first 
time this has happened on a systematic basis�

Deputies Haughey and Bacik raised issues regarding engagement with the British Govern-
ment.  Deputy Haughey asked specifically about the prime minister.

I want to congratulate all of those elected to the Northern Assembly�  I congratulate the per-
formance of the Sinn Féin Party.  All of its MLAs were returned.  It is not the first time that a 
nationalist party topped the first preference poll, but it is the first time that this has been turned 
into the most seats in the Assembly.  That is a significant moment.  I also acknowledge the ex-
traordinary success of the Alliance Party’s surge, whereby it not only maintained its seats from 
the last Assembly but more than doubled its presence.  One very interesting feature of the As-
sembly campaign was the fact that every party but one ended up running a campaign based on 
the cost of living, the health crisis and the need for the Assembly to intervene and help people.  
The one exception to that ended up failing to add a single seat in the assembly, namely the TUV.  
Any attempt to apply different rationales to the vote after the event must be resisted.

I have outlined to the House that I spoke to all of the leaders yesterday by phone.  I take 
them at their word�  Each had their own words when they said they respect the outcome of the 
election and want to go back to work, even though many are coming from different perspec-
tives.  This morning, I spoke to the British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson.  We had a frank and 
honest exchange on the blockages to progress.  I reiterated my view that what is needed is a 
proper and professional intensification of the EU-UK discussions regarding implementation of 
the protocol.  I set out in very clear terms my serious concerns about any unilateral action at 
this time.  I shared my view that this would be the wrong approach.  It would be destabilising 
in Northern Ireland and it would further erode trust�

I also made the point to the Prime Minister that responsibility for ensuring the safeguard-
ing and implementation of the Good Friday Agreement is the joint responsibility of the United 
Kingdom and the Irish Government.  There is no place for unilateralism in this role.  I have 
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been a long-term believer that progress in Northern Ireland is achieved only when the UK and 
the Irish Government are working closely together in a common cause.  We both agreed it was 
important that the Assembly and the Executive would be re-established and get up and running.

I challenged, and continue to challenge, the view in terms of what I believe to be a false 
narrative.  Deputy Haughey is correct that it has been asserted that the European Commission is 
not taking steps to address disruption being caused on the ground in Northern Ireland as a result 
of the operation of the protocol�  That is not the case�  It is simply not true and it must be chal-
lenged at every available opportunity.  The Commission, and Vice President Maroš Šefčovič in 
particular, have done an extraordinary volume of work.  He has demonstrated consistent good 
faith in seeking to understand and address the specific issues that are causing concern.  For 
example, the issue of medicines, which at one time we were told was the primary cause of con-
cern, has now been dealt with.  Last October, Vice President Šefčovič put forward a substantial 
package of flexibilities and mitigations, including on customs and sanitary and phytosanitary 
arrangements.  What is required now is a proper reciprocation of that effort and the good faith 
offered by the European Union.

I believe the leaders of the Northern parties when they say they want to get back to the Ex-
ecutive and deliver for their constituents.  I believe the job of the two Governments is to work 
together constructively to make that happen.  We will have difficult challenges ahead in that 
regard.  I think we have to witness the intensification of those negotiations between the United 
Kingdom Government and the European Commission.

In terms of the issue of the amnesty, raised by Deputy Bacik, I welcome the moves made 
by the British Government in that respect.  It has listened to the parties in Northern Ireland and, 
critically, the victims’ groups, but we will want to see more detail in respect of what specifically 
it intends to propose.  Again, however, there is no room for unilateralism in such matters.  These 
are issues that were agreed by everybody as far back as 2010.  They were agreed between the 
British and Irish Governments and the Northern Ireland parties.  I have met with many victims’ 
groups and they want closure; they do not want amnesties�

Deputy Cathal Crowe raised the issue of the national aviation strategy.  Again, I will raise 
that with the Minister.  Of course, I believe that airports such as Shannon Airport are critical 
in such a national aviation strategy, and particularly in the context of continental connectivity.

I have dealt comprehensively with the questions put by Deputy Haughey.

In terms of the points raised by Deputy Daly, I ask that he give me some background to 
the case.  We stand ready as a Government.  We have honoured our commitments in terms 
of legacy.  We want to see a proper framework developed around legacy, where families can 
get closure or, at least, get inquests held or get access to information that would assist them in 
understanding who murdered or killed their loved ones and the background to the manner in 
which their loved ones were killed.  Again, too much of this has just dragged on for far too long 
- on all sides, may I add�  There is also a lot of hurt out there in terms of murders and deaths 
that were caused by paramilitaries and by state forces�  There is a need for a system that brings 
closure to the victims to some extent.  They may never get complete closure.  This has just 
dragged on far too long, however.

Is féidir teacht ar Cheisteanna Scríofa ar www.oireachtas.ie.
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10/05/2022W00200Europe Day: Statements

10/05/2022W00300The Taoiseach: Dáil statements to mark Europe Day have become an important fixture 
in our annual political calendar�  This is not least a reminder of the democratic idea that is at 
the heart of the European Union and the shared values underpinning it.  It was on 9 May 1950 
that Robert Schuman set out his vision for a new form of co-operation in Europe.  The historic 
Schuman Declaration invited a new beginning for the European Continent, one that would end 
generations of deeply destructive conflict and division and set the path to what has evolved to 
become today’s European Union�

Europe Day marks the successful development, over decades, of a deeply interconnected 
area of peace, stability and shared prosperity on the Continent of Europe�  It is inspired by 
giving practical and multilateral expression to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as 
proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris in December 1948, less than 18 
months before the Schuman initiative.  It reminds us of the deep bond that is the part we play 
together in advancing and defending our shared values through the democratic process.

That we are marking Europe Day 2022 here in the Oireachtas is especially appropriate�  
Exactly 50 years ago today, on 10 May 1972, the Irish people made one of the most consequen-
tial decisions in the history of the State, voting by an overwhelming majority to join the then 
European Communities.  More than 83% voted “Yes” to approve the Third Amendment to the 
Constitution, amending Article 29 to enable Community legislation to have the force of law in 
Ireland.  Of the 1.8 million eligible voters, 1.2 million voted - a turnout of 70.9% - and all con-
stituencies across the country were solidly in favour.  The lowest “Yes” vote, recorded in Dublin 
South-West, was 73%, and the highest, in Donegal North-East, was 91�7%�  That referendum 
followed the signing in Brussels on 22 January 1972 of the accession treaty by Jack Lynch, as 
Taoiseach, and Dr. Patrick Hillery, as Minister for Foreign Affairs.  Few events in our history as 
an independent State have been so transformative.

The five decades since have witnessed Ireland emerge as a truly modern and open economy 
and society, one that contributes to and benefits from the close relationship and co-operation it 
enjoys with its European partners.  Far from diminishing our sovereignty as a people, our mem-
bership of the European Union has helped to strengthen it, giving us a reach and influence that 
we would not otherwise enjoy.  Not all were positively disposed to the new possibilities that 
joining the European Communities would open�  Our newly found independence, just 50 years 
old, was fragile and jealously guarded but those convinced that Ireland’s future lay in Europe 
showed the courage to imagine a new Ireland with a more confident and optimistic future.  Jack 
Lynch described it as a courage to respond to “the call made by the founding members to other 
countries of Europe who shared their ideals to join in their efforts to establish the foundations of 
an ever-closer union among the European peoples”.   This included not least the ideal of a vital 
force for peace in the world, and an ever-increasing contribution to the economic and social 
progress of developing nations.  As is so often the case, the courageous decision was the right 
decision.  The past 50 years have seen a transformative and overwhelmingly positive impact of 
EU membership across all dimensions of our society�

The shared community we joined has widened and deepened in the 50 years since�  It has 
become a beacon of democracy and prosperity, especially for those in our wider neighbourhood 
who want to join, and to enjoy the benefits and the protections that come with belonging to a 
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community of values and of laws.  During our EU Presidency of 2004 it was our honour and 
privilege to welcome ten new member states, mostly countries from central and eastern Europe 
that emerged as new and restored democracies after the collapse of the Soviet Union.  Now, we 
see the next wave looking to join - the countries of the western Balkans as well as countries like 
Georgia, Moldova and, of course, Ukraine.

For the people of Ukraine, the journey to EU membership is an aspiration of the most pro-
found kind.  As we meet, it is enduring an horrific and violent war orchestrated by a man and by 
a regime that does not want to see Ukraine fulfil its European aspiration and perspective.  Irish 
people have been enormously moved by the extraordinary courage and bravery of the people of 
Ukraine in defending their country and their right to shape their own future.  We have opened 
up our country, and indeed our homes, to welcome those fleeing from the war, guided by an 
empathy rooted in our own history and strong values.  President Zelenskyy, including in his 
remarks to the joint sitting of the Houses of the Oireachtas on 6 April, has called for account-
ability for the perpetrators of unspeakable crimes in Ukraine, and for an accelerated process to 
allow Ukraine to join the European Union�

I have made clear to him that he has my full support and I know that sentiment is shared 
across this House�  I reiterated our support to Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal when I met him 
in Shannon last month�

  Ireland is not acting alone in our response�  We are a committed member of the wider Eu-
ropean family.  Our membership of the European Union provides us with a seat at a shared table 
and a voice at the heart of Europe.  The Union has rightly condemned the war as inhumane, im-
moral and unjustifiable, and has taken unprecedented decisions and actions to lend its support 
to Ukraine.  Acting together, we have moved swiftly to adopt the strongest, most hard-hitting 
packages of sanctions in our history.  We are providing billions of euro in support for the people 
of Ukraine�  With our international partners, we are committed to helping to rebuild a free and 
independent Ukraine when the war is over.

  The EU is one of the finest examples of conflict resolution and peacebuilding the world 
has ever seen.  Next month, I hope to have the honour of unveiling a bust of one of the great-
est Irish people and Europeans of the 20th century, John Hume, in the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg�  It will stand in a place where he was held in enormously high regard and where he 
made an immense contribution�  John Hume told the European Parliament that, from his own 
experience, the three principles at the heart of the European Union are the same principles that 
came to underpin peace in Ireland.  They are respect for difference - after all, that is what all 
conflict is about - institutions that respect difference; and working together in the common inter-
est and, in doing so, breaking down the barriers of the past�

  The EU played a significant part in our journey towards peace and reconciliation on this 
island.  It provided a valuable shared space in which Irish and British Ministers could co-
operate and get to know each other.  Those relationships helped to develop the mutual trust and 
understanding that were so important throughout the peace process�  Our European partners 
also made, and continue to make, their contribution through the strongest and most steadfast 
of support by way of generous peace and reconciliation programmes that benefit communities 
North and South and strengthen prosperity across this island�

  Our EU partners have stood by Ireland as we worked together to manage the unique chal-
lenges for this island resulting from the UK’s decision to leave the European Union, making 
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the objective of sustaining peace, avoiding a hard border and protecting the all-island economy 
a major priority from the very beginning of negotiations.  It is perhaps hard to believe that as 
we approach the sixth anniversary of the British referendum, we are still discussing the ar-
rangements between us.  Where we are is a reflection of the genuine complexity of what was 
presented as a simple question, when it was anything but.  As we continue work to find a way 
forward on the Northern Ireland protocol and make its operation as smooth and seamless for the 
people of Northern Ireland as possible, our EU partners stand with us and in support of peace 
and the Good Friday Agreement�  Like Ireland, our EU partners want to build a strong and pro-
ductive relationship with the UK for the future.  As we have seen with Ukraine, we are stronger 
when we work together.  However, a strong and productive relationship can only be built on a 
firm foundation of trust.

  When I visited the National Archives of Ireland in January to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the signing of the accession treaty, I made the point that EU membership exposed Ireland to 
new ideas and to new, more generous and compassionate ways of thinking.  Membership gave 
us the impetus we needed to strengthen our human rights record, drive forward civil and social 
rights, introduce gender equality legislation, improve protection of workers’ rights and become 
a much more tolerant, kinder and inclusive country than the Ireland of 1972.  We now play our 
part in seeking to advance and defend the Union’s shared values, namely, respect for human 
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and human rights within the Union and 
throughout the world�  We are proud that Ireland has become a beacon to others of what the EU 
can help a country to achieve, never more so than when we hosted the Day of Welcomes for the 
new member states in May 2004�

  The EU will continue to evolve in the coming years.  Yesterday’s report from the Confer-
ence on the Future of Europe marks another contribution towards shaping its future�  It has 
been an unprecedented exercise in EU-wide direct citizen engagement and has generated a huge 
number of ideas and suggestions that will require careful and considered reflection.  As we look 
back on the 50 years of our membership, it is important that we look to the future too�  I hope 
people across Ireland, including Deputies in this House and all those who value the EU and its 
contribution to this country and the world, continue to make their voices heard.  We have much 
to contribute and much to gain�

  Speaking at the historic signing ceremony in Brussels in 1972, the then Taoiseach, Jack 
Lynch, remarked:

Geography has placed us on the periphery of the Continent�  But we are an integral 
part of Europe, bound to it by many centuries of shared civilisation, traditions and ideals.  
Ireland, because of historical circumstances, did not participate in the past in all the great 
moments of European experience but the Irish people have in many periods of our history 
been deeply involved in the life and culture of the European mainland.  Since statehood, my 
country, conscious of its European past, has sought to forge new and stronger links with the 
Continent.  In this we were renewing and revitalizing historic bonds.

I endorse his words today.  I believe the same spirit of optimism, aspiration and hope should 
remain a powerful guiding force as we mark Europe Day, reflect on what has been and imagine 
what is yet to come�

10/05/2022X00200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Thomas Byrne): It is 
particularly fitting that today’s statements coincide with a most important anniversary, that is, 
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the 50th anniversary of when Ireland voted 83% in favour of joining the then European Eco-
nomic Community, EEC�  Support for our EU membership has been consistent since then; in 
fact, it has increased to 88%.  The Government’s EU50 programme this year will provide op-
portunities to reflect on our membership.

Yesterday, ministerial colleagues and I celebrated Europe Day by visiting, together with 
ambassadors, a number of schools�  Yesterday commemorates the Schuman Declaration�  It is 
worth considering the text of that declaration, made on 9 May 1950, to remind ourselves of the 
twin-track approach that is part of what the EU is all about�  The declaration stated:

It [is proposed] that Franco-German production of coal and steel as a whole be placed 
under a common High Authority, within the framework of an organization open to the par-
ticipation of the other countries of Europe�  The pooling of coal and steel production should 
immediately provide for the setting up of common foundations for economic development...

Mr� Schuman went on to say: “The solidarity in production thus established will make it 
plain that any war between France and Germany becomes not merely unthinkable, but materi-
ally impossible.”  By merging coal and steel production, the objective was not just to lay the 
foundations for economic development but to lay the foundations for permanent peace between 
France and Germany.  That is what has happened.  It is why I find it so frustrating that at every 
referendum on EU matters, we hear about the Union being a force of war or conflict, when, in 
fact, it is the exact opposite and its record proves it.  That is why the Irish people support it.

Yesterday, I was pleased to go with the Danish ambassador to a number of schools�  Den-
mark joined the EEC at the same time as Ireland.  We wanted to join for various reasons but 
we also kind of had to because Britain was joining and we had huge trade dependencies with it�  
That seems ironic now given that Britain has left the Union and our trade dependency on that 
country has reduced substantially as a result of our EU membership�  In contrast to what anti-
EEC campaigners said at the time, I believe our sovereignty has been massively enhanced by 
being at the European table.  There is no question whatsoever about that.  Nevertheless, it was 
a courageous decision to join.  We had gained our independence only 50 years before we voted 
to join the EEC, but I think our people understood the full benefits.

We have since seen a transformative change in our country, including the development of 
an open economy, freedom of movement and the single currency, to name just a few develop-
ments�  The right of women to equal pay rates, on which Ireland and a number of other countries 
were behind at the time, was a condition of our membership.  The Government had to make 
a specific decision in that regard and the Taoiseach and I have seen the memorandum relating 
to that decision.  It was an Irish Commissioner who drove that change on within Europe.  Al-
though Europe forced us along a particular road, there were Irish people involved in bringing 
the entire Union forward on that road�

I take the opportunity to remind the House that while a lot of Irish people have joined the 
then EEC’s civil service and administration from the 1970s on, many have since retired and 
one third of our staff there are due to retire in the next three years.  We are campaigning really 
hard to ensure Irish people think carefully about careers within the EU�  Indeed, the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform and I have just had a meeting with Commissioner Hahn, who 
is in Dublin today, on that very topic.

On Ukraine, EU member states are working together to confront shared challenges�  It is 
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more important than ever that the Union is united and internally strong.  At the same time, we 
should not be too frustrated when decisions around Ukraine and other difficult issues take time 
to make.  The EU is a democracy made up of 27 separate democracies, the representatives of 
which sit around a table�  The truth is that it is complicated to make that democracy work�  We 
need patience, understanding and compromises�  When the European Council takes three days 
to make a decision or, indeed, does not make a decision, we should never regard that as a failure 
but simply as democracy in action.  Sometimes agreement just cannot be reached.  However, on 
the major issues of our time in recent years, whether Ukraine, the vaccine programme or Brexit, 
we have seen extraordinary unity around the European table.  It does not come automatically or 
straightforwardly but it does come and is worth working for, and that work takes time�

The Taoiseach spoke about the desire of the Ukrainian people to join the European Union�  I 
was so proud of our Taoiseach when he made his very clear statement in that regard a number of 
weeks ago.  The Ukrainian people have made great efforts to defend their democracy and their 
rights to free speech and free media�  That is really important for the EU and makes Ukraine an 
important ally of ours in respect of democracy, human rights and freedom�  The EU, of course, 
is committed to supporting the Ukrainian Government with its immediate needs and, when this 
war ends, as it will end, with the reconstruction of the country�  The European Union, through 
the European Council, has agreed to adopt a Ukraine solidarity trust fund�

As for Brexit, the protocol was designed and agreed by the UK and the EU to address the 
challenges faced by Northern Ireland following the UK’s decision to leave the EU.  The proto-
col protects the Good Friday Agreement in all its dimensions�  It fully recognises the constitu-
tional position of Northern Ireland, to which there is no threat, and recognises the principle of 
consent.  All sides need to work to ensure calm in the post-election period as parties endeavour 
to form an executive, and we wish them well in doing so.  Everybody must, however, remember 
what John Hume told us about the three sets of relationships, which are obvious now but may 
not have seemed as obvious when Hume set them out.  There are the very important relation-
ships within Northern Ireland, which we now see in practice with the hoped-for setting up of an 
executive.  There are also the North-South dimension and the east-west relationship, which are 
very important.  Those relationships underline and underpin the entire Good Friday Agreement.

It is incumbent on the British Government to continue working in the spirit of what the Tao-
iseach and the European Union have offered to underpin that peace, not to take any one-sided 
or unilateral moves, and always to remember that every action taken in Northern Ireland affects 
a very delicate place.  That action must be taken together.  That is better.  Any unilateral ac-
tion would be an unnecessary source of tension at a time when we need to work together�  The 
European Commission has come forward with wide-ranging solutions and remains fully com-
mitted to working with the UK�  The issue of medicines was a big one in this area this time last 
year.  That issue has been completely resolved in recent weeks.  A huge amount of effort went 
into that�  I pay tribute to those Members of the Dáil, Members of the European Parliament and 
members of the Government who contributed to make that happen.  Nobody sought publicity 
for any of the work they did on it, but a huge amount of work was done to ensure Brexit did not 
ultimately cause disruption to the supply of medicines in Northern Ireland�  We are happy and 
do not want a fuss�  We did not want to be seen to be interfering in the elections, but that issue 
has been resolved.  It is a sign of the European Union’s good faith.

The Taoiseach spoke about the Conference on the Future of Europe�  I thank the Oireachtas 
Members who went to the plenary debates, namely, Deputy Brady, Deputy Niamh Smyth from 
my party, Deputy Richmond and Senator Higgins.  I thank our citizens’ representative, Noelle 
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O Connell, and the citizens randomly selected to take part in the Conference on the Future of 
Europe and the plenaries and citizens’ panels.  Their work has kind of gone unheralded.  I have 
been encouraging them to make themselves known to the media.  They will have to do that 
themselves.  These randomly selected citizens have done a huge amount of work.  We do not 
know who they are, but they have played a significant role in the conference and in setting Eu-
rope’s and Ireland’s future direction�  I was glad to meet a number of them in Strasbourg�  Their 
work should be heralded more.  The Government was very conscious that they had to do that 
work independently, and they have done so.

There will be a lot of work ahead on the Conference on the Future of Europe�  Big decisions 
will have to be made.  The European Parliament has already spoken on it.  The Council of the 
European Union will have to consider the recommendations, some of which are far-reaching.  
The important point is that we have a debate and democracy.  Nobody is going to force anybody 
down any particular road�  That is not what the European Union is about�

10/05/2022Y00200Deputy John Brady: We mark the 72nd anniversary of the Schuman Declaration at a time 
of great challenge to the European family.  This would have been true of Brexit alone, but now 
we contend with a triple threat of crises which test our community of nations in ways which 
seemed unimaginable a few years ago�  Today, Europe and the world emerge from a pandemic 
that has resulted in heartbreaking loss of life and unprecedented disruption to European health 
systems, economies and communities.  The cost-of-living crisis and energy prices have workers, 
families and businesses reeling as inflation soars to levels not seen for decades.  While Russia’s 
criminal, brutal invasion of Ukraine has resulted in the greatest displacement of people in Eu-
rope since the Second World War, the outbreak of conflict in Europe reminds us that peace, self-
determination and sovereignty are precious and can never be taken for granted.  Ireland stands 
with Ukraine as its people fight for the very survival of their nation.  Sinn Féin has repeatedly 
called on the Government to expel the Russian ambassador from Ireland as he continues to act 
as a propagandist for military aggression and savage war crimes.  The Government has said it 
will expel Mr. Filatov only as part of an EU-wide initiative.  In that case such a position should 
be proposed and advanced by the Taoiseach and the Minister at European Council meetings.  
Of course, diplomacy must always be the goal, but diplomacy can work only with those who 
embrace it.  Ireland should not be a haven for so-called diplomats who have turned their faces 
against diplomacy in favour of brutality and the violation of international law.

Despite the difficulties created, the people of the European Union have shown their resolve 
in supporting necessary economic sanctions against Russia.  European governments should 
have similar resolve in not allowing mouthpieces for Russia’s barbaric invasion to remain in 
situ.  The journey to peace and the resolution of conflict can have only one credible starting 
point.  Vladimir Putin must end his war and immediately withdraw his military from Ukraine.  
As thousands of Ukrainian families seek refuge, the people of Ireland are living the European 
value of solidarity.  They have been welcoming and generous.  We must do everything we can 
to meet this humanitarian crisis�

The challenge must kick-start a long-overdue emergency response from the Government to 
deliver for everyone in housing need.  The Government has failed spectacularly to get to grips 
with a housing crisis that defined life in Ireland long before the war in Ukraine, Covid and Brex-
it�  The time for a radical change in direction is now�  We urgently need an ambitious housing 
plan that leaves no family or person behind.  Workers, families and businesses across Europe 
are being hammered by a cost-of-living crisis and, in particular, skyrocketing fuel and energy 
costs.  Many can no longer afford to heat their homes or fill their cars to get to work.  While the 
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European Commission has been proactive in putting in place a toolbox of measures that allow 
EU member states to keep fuel and electricity prices low, the Irish Government’s response and 
its engagement with the EU have been slow and stuttering.

10/05/2022Y00300Deputy Thomas Byrne: That is not correct�

10/05/2022Y00400Deputy John Brady: The piecemeal measures taken by this coalition have not worked 
and, incredibly, we have yet to see any action to reduce the cost of home heating oil.  The 
Government has resisted calls for a mini-budget while other European states are meeting the 
crisis head-on.  Last week, the Italian Government unveiled an ambitious €14.1 billion stimulus 
package to shield workers, families and businesses from surging energy costs and the threat to 
economic growth posed by the war in Ukraine�

10/05/2022Y00500Deputy Thomas Byrne: We have spent more.

10/05/2022Y00600Deputy John Brady: There should be similar ambition and determination on the part of 
our Government-----

10/05/2022Y00700Deputy Thomas Byrne: We have done a lot more.

10/05/2022Y00800Deputy John Brady: -----but that is just not happening.  Government inertia in the middle 
of a cost-of-living crisis is also highlighted by the fact that Ireland has yet to receive a single 
euro from our €990 million share of the EU’s recovery and resilience fund.  That recovery plan 
was agreed nine months ago.  This month Italy and Greece received allocations from the fund, 
but Ireland lags behind in drawing down our share.  That is unacceptable, given that a large part 
of Ireland’s plan is focused on bringing about the green revolution we need.  Plans to extend 
a schools broadband programme and health projects are also dependent on this funding being 
drawn down.  It is time for the Government to get its act together and start drawing down this 
funding to which we are entitled�

Fifty years ago, Ireland voted to join the EU.  Today we can be to the fore in changing Eu-
rope.  There has never been a better time.  Across member states, more and more people are 
turning to the advancement of the collective public good over private interests.  In the midst of 
the turbulence created by the crisis we now face, there is a real chance to shape a future built on 
the shared European values of solidarity, equality, human dignity and democracy.  As the desire 
for a fairer, more democratic society grows stronger, our focus must not be on making Europe 
more insular, militarised or disconnected from citizens.  There is an historic chance to build a 
social Europe in which ordinary people come together and come first.  European can and must 
be a Europe of peace and social and economic justice, a haven for diversity and a bastion of 
human rights and internationalism.  Austerity, neoliberalism and militarisation have failed and 
now, as a community of nations, we have to get the basics right.  This means working together 
to ensure our people have affordable housing and access to world-class public healthcare and 
education - the foundations of a good life where every person has the opportunity to reach his 
or her full potential�  There are those who use the crisis we now endure as alibis to do the op-
posite - to retreat into narrow thinking and block progress�  They say we must cut our way out 
of economic difficulty and working people must pay a heavy price.  They say we must arm our 
way out of military conflict and Ireland should surrender its neutrality.  They are wrong.  Ire-
land’s future in Europe is too big and too bright for such a retreat�

Now is a time for a vision of Ireland as a European leader of prosperity, peace and hope.  We 
have an opportunity to lead towards a greener cleaner world to protect our children’s futures 
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by protecting the environment through ambitious and fair change.  Ireland can lead the way by 
becoming an international hub of clean energy through the development of our wind energy and 
renewable resources.  It can be done.  We only have to show the determination and ambition to 
get it done.  By showing leadership now, we can carve out a legacy to leave the generations that 
will follow us a just, green and clean environment.

The signing of the Schuman Declaration and the fall of the Berlin Wall mark milestones 
of change for Europe�  We stand at another watershed�  Nowhere in Europe are the winds of 
change blowing more strongly than here in Ireland�  This is a truth underscored by the histori-
cal election result in the North.  The tectonic plates of Irish politics have shifted immeasurably.  
We all have a responsibility to prepare for the future.  I see that future as a united Ireland, not 
only in the European Union but driving change within Europe.  We need an inclusive citizens’ 
assembly to plan reunification and prepare for a referendum, a forum for everyone in which our 
unionist citizens and new communities can voice their opinions and views in a spirit of good-
will and progress�

In making a peaceful and successful transition to unity we will, once again, look to the 
support of our European partners, the same positive and energetic support they showed for the 
Good Friday Agreement and in securing and defending the protocol.  Just as both Governments 
should prepare for unity, the European Union must also ready itself for the day Ireland joins as 
a united nation.  The reunification of Ireland can be a catalyst for real change, not only at home 
but right across the EU�

We have a real choice.  The future of Europe can be one of reactionary retreat or one of am-
bitious progress, a future of citizen disillusionment or a future of citizen empowerment, a future 
of continued privilege for the few or one of opportunity and prosperity for all.  Now is the time 
not to hold anxious to the past but to reach forward with confidence.  If we act together with 
common purpose, we can build a new Ireland and revive the vision of Europe as a beacon of 
partnership, solidarity and equality, a changed Europe from which a changed and united Ireland 
finally takes its rightful place among the nations of the world.

10/05/2022Z00200Deputy Martin Kenny: Sinn Féin believes in and supports the European Union and the 
prospect of peace, prosperity and unity for all its people�  That is at the core of what Europe is 
about�  All of those things come with challenges�  When we think of prosperity, which is the 
promise of Europe, it has been delivered for many people on this island and in other parts of Eu-
rope but we cannot ignore that we have also had difficult times.  I think of the impact of the Sta-
bility and Growth Pact and the rules and regulations that have bound nation states in being able 
to develop their economies, not only during the recent period of austerity but long before that 
as well.  Thankfully, Europe seems to have moved away from austerity.  During this economic 
crisis, it seems to be recognised that Europe needs to invest in people and ensure that invest-
ment is delivered to people everywhere.  We need to see that happen across the entire European 
Union, particularly in Ireland.  The Government has a crucial role in making that happen.

We recognise that Europe has been good to people in many ways�  The progress we see in 
certain areas must continue.  We have concerns, however, about the continued and increasing 
militarisation of the EU.  It is important that we maintain the freedom to develop our own in-
dependent foreign policy�  It is also important that there is space for militarily non-aligned and 
neutral states to be at the heart of the European Union�  That is part of what we are about and we 
also need to recognise that.  We need to move away from the sense that Europe will have some 
kind of militarised force to protect our borders�  I see all these people coming from Ukraine and 
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being welcomed�  The European Union has done great work in bringing people from Ukraine 
to all parts of Europe, including Ireland, yet the EU is housing thousands of migrants on islands 
off the coast of Greece.  The difference we see in the treatment of two groups of people fleeing 
war is something on which Europe needs to reflect on the 50th anniversary of Ireland joining 
into the European Union�

We deplore and condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and stand in solidarity with all the 
people of Ukraine�  The EU, including Ireland, should be doing more to help countries in east-
ern Europe, particularly Moldova, one of the poorest countries in Europe that is shouldering 
the majority of the effort in dealing with refugees from that conflict.  Thousands of Irish people 
have been donating and bringing all kinds of goods to parts of eastern Europe to help people 
who are fleeing from war.  That sense of generosity is at the heart of the Irish people’s and the 
European Union’s response and it is what Europe is about�  We need to ensure the Europe we 
develop reflects that generosity and the sense of people coming together for the greater good.  
It cannot be just for the good of the great.  That has been the problem many people have seen 
with Europe in the past.  That needs to be reflected on as we move forward, particularly in this 
crisis arising from the Russian invasion of Ukraine and in other crises coming at us hard and 
fast, particularly the climate crisis.  We need to invest in climate change efforts.  If we are to 
address these issues, we must have resources to do so.  Ireland or any other country in Europe 
alone will not have those resources.  They must come through the common work of all of the 
countries of Europe in coming together and recognising that, for the global future, we invest 
to build the energy resources we need, which will not damage our climate, planet and future 
generations�  The European Union has a central role to play in all of that and it needs to take 
that role very seriously.

I welcome the recommendations of the Conference on the Future of Europe and the work 
that was done�  We recognise that the future of Europe belongs to all of us and is not only for 
the elites.  The problem in the past has been that we have not been able to an understanding that 
it is about all of the people and all of them have a role to play in ensuring the European Union 
delivers for communities in every part of the world, particularly every part of Ireland.  In the 
part of the country I come from and elsewhere in the west, we do not have the kind of invest-
ment we require�  Europe has to play a role in all of that�

5 o’clock

/2022AA00100Deputy Ivana Bacik: On behalf of the Labour Party, I welcome the opportunity to speak 
today to mark Europe Day�  It is a particularly auspicious date as today we also mark 50 years 
since the referendum to join the then European Economic Community was held and passed in 
Ireland.  Since then the EU has driven social and economic change across Ireland, for the most 
part for the better.  In particular, the equal rights of women have been advanced through the 
passage of EU laws.  There have also been difficulties, of course, and the Labour Party has been 
very critical in many instances of the European project over the years, including at the initial 
point of holding the referendum 50 years ago�  All of us are cognisant of the rigid economic 
approach taken by the EU and the ECB to the economic crash in 2009 that led to us losing our 
sovereignty as a nation.  However, with Brexit and most recently with the horrific and brutal 
war in Ukraine, we have seen how the EU has acted collectively and strongly in solidarity and 
how being an integral part of the EU has amplified and strengthened our voice as a nation within 
the EU�

Learning from the Covid-19 pandemic, we have seen the potential for stronger integration 
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across the EU in healthcare, most notably in collective purchases.  After a slow and difficult 
start, with difficult issues around the purchasing of equipment, in particular, the EU worked to-
gether on vaccine purchase and we, as a small country, were able to access vaccines through an 
EU deal that a similar country might have struggled to secure without that collective strength.  
The war in Ukraine has shown the real potential for greater collective solidarity across EU na-
tions through working to ensure security of supply and a refusal to deal with Russian oil and 
gas.  This also has massive implications for our policies on climate.  Indeed, one of the stron-
gest and most positive aspects of EU policy in recent years is the European new green deal.  It 
is important we see that collective solidarity come to the fore in working on tackling climate 
emissions and in meeting climate targets�  Today, there was a stark and dire warning from the 
World Meteorological Organization regarding the path we are on currently, with a 50:50 chance 
that average global temperatures will exceed the Paris goal of 1.5°C over the next five years.  
That shows the vital importance of working collectively to ensure effective action on climate.

The war in Ukraine has put in clear focus the initial project of the EU as a peace project, in 
its institution shortly after the Second World War and in the aftermath of that war and the dev-
astation wreaked across the Continent.  It was born out of a desire to deliver closer economic 
and political co-operation and to avoid the horrors of war being inflicted on the Continent again.  
That idea of Europe is once again a political goal that is at the fore of all our minds as we see 
war being fought on our Continent and the brutal invasion of Ukraine.  Certainly, for people in 
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia and the countries of the Western Balkans, the peace and stability 
they have seen brought about by the EU are clearly an aspiration for many of them.  We must 
support them and, in particular, the request by Ukraine that we support its rapid accession to the 
EU�  The Taoiseach has spoken on that on a number of occasions�  It is also important to note 
how generously the EU has responded by delivering aid and supplies and, critically, by pro-
viding refuge for so many millions of those fleeing their homeland because of the war.  While 
Ireland is militarily neutral, we should not be politically neutral in the face of this brutal and 
illegal war.  We have been clear in our role to support Ukrainians fleeing the devastation there 
and to support the non-military response to the war at European level.

As regards the European response, I wish to speak briefly about collective economic ap-
proaches being adopted by the EU.  In the mechanism of the post-Covid recovery fund the 
EU introduced the concept of collective debt through the issuing of €800 billion worth of joint 
bonds to fund the recovery.  That was a historical development that could have been learned 
from the previous response to the economic crash in the late 2000s.  The same mechanism is 
now being proposed as a way of raising the billions of euro that will be needed to support and 
fund Ukraine and, when the war ends, to support the rebuilding of that country�  The Labour 
Party would welcome that plan.  We can see the clear need for collective effort and collective 
financing for Ukraine, as well as debt relief for Ukraine.  As my colleague, Deputy Howlin, said 
last year, the European Union reflects the political opinions of member state governments and 
of directly elected MEPs�  That is why we must campaign, and I am conscious it is a real chal-
lenge for our party, to elect left wing and centre left MEPs and progressive governments across 
the EU to deliver on our political objectives and to ensure that the EU acts with that sense of 
collective solidarity.

There was great relief across Europe when Marine Le Pen was defeated in France.  To have 
seen the election go a different way and to have seen a government that was staunchly against 
the EU and committed to undermining the EU would have been against all our interests.

Social Europe, that collective goal to which the Labour Party and the Party of European 
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Socialists aspire, has delivered rights for workers and women and for greater equality.  It has 
also delivered on employment rights generally.  The negotiation under way on an EU law for an 
adequate minimum wage will deliver on a key principle of the European Pillar of Social Rights.  
Tomorrow the Dáil will debate the Labour Party’s Living Wage Bill 2022.  I have circulated an 
email to all colleagues about that�  It is one aspect of ensuring there is a rise in people’s incomes 
to meet the terrible cost-of-living crisis that so many are experiencing across the country at 
present.  We are seeking Government support for that Bill.  It is in line with a commitment in the 
programme for Government to ensure that the minimum wage becomes a living wage and that 
there is a mechanism to ensure a pathway to a living wage over three years.  That is the premise 
of our Bill and we hope to see it passed in the House tomorrow�

10/05/2022AA00200Deputy Dara Calleary: When one looks back on the decision by the Irish people 50 years 
ago in 1972 to join the then European Economic Community one must accept it was a big, 
brave and forward-looking decision by a country that was still in its infancy and that still had 
much to do to maximise the opportunity and the benefits of its independence.  Only 50 years 
before that, the country had come through the War of Independence and the Civil War.  It was 
still very much inward looking, yet it had this ambition, the ambition of people such as Seán 
Lemass, Jack Lynch, Dr� Patrick Hillery and others, to be part of the international family and to 
maximise its role in and input into that international family�

It took our membership of the EEC, later the EU, really to enshrine the principles of what it 
meant to be a republic within our daily lives.  To look at and reflect on the economic progress is 
easy to do and a relatively lazy argument to make.  The harder thing to do is to look at the other 
progress.  There is the progress of our education system and the various funding opportunities 
in education and particularly the ability to grow the regional technical college, RTC, system�  
There is the equality agenda, how that has changed inconceivably since 1973 and what had to 
be done�  One thinks of things such as the marriage bar, which sounds so arcane now and had 
such an impact on so many people�  That was one of the parts of our accession�  Then there 
were all the subsequent changes�  We can look back at that decision 50 years ago and be proud 
of those who took the decision and of those who voted “Yes” and took that leap into the place 
of ambition and looking forward�  Fifty years later, they cannot but be happy with their decision 
and with what has been achieved.

However, we cannot rest on our laurels either.  Europe Day 2022 comes at a time of enor-
mous challenge�  The foundations on which the EU as it is now was established were to build 
peace and economic development.  Those foundations are under threat once again, but never in 
the simultaneous way they are at present�  The war on the Continent of Europe as a result of one 
country that seeks membership of the Union being attacked by an outside aggressor, is leading 
to the enormous economic challenges that will be faced over the next weeks, months and years 
as a consequence.  That citizens of Europe and citizens who seek the protection of the European 
Union in terms of membership are being attacked in their home states makes this a time for 
reflection.  The rather grand ambitions of the Conference on the Future of Europe are important 
but they have been slightly sidelined.  They need to take on board this situation.

The Minister of State was in the Chamber in February when I was critical of the response of 
the EU prior to the invasion of Ukraine.  I have to say that, since then, I have been impressed by 
its focus and unity, and its determination to maintain that unity in spite of the enormous pres-
sures it faces.  It is vital we maintain this unity during this phase, which will be far trickier in 
terms of the impact of sanctions and the decisions that have to be taken.  Last week showed the 
Union can do this.  It can take difficult decisions that will impact on its member states and main-
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tain its unity�  This unity is crucial not only for the people of Ukraine and the Union but also for 
many other issues�  Once this challenge passes, and it will pass, there will be other challenges�

The situation with climate change keeps getting relegated as the priority of the day�  We 
had Covid and climate change was relegated.  We have Ukraine and climate change has been 
relegated�  At some stage we will not be able to relegate it�  At some stage the European Union 
will have to treat climate change in the same way it is treating the situation in Ukraine and how 
it treated the pandemic.  It will have to treat it with an all-encompassing and, as they say in 
basketball, an all-court response.  It will have to take the type of decisions on climate change 
that it is taking now in the context of a war on every citizen of the Union and beyond.  Younger 
generations who did not have a vote 50 years ago and who were not born 50 years ago expect 
nothing less.  They have an ambition, particularly those who are much younger, for climate 
change that is far greater than that expressed by the institutions of the European Union at pres-
ent�  This in part is a tribute to the successful educational record of the Union, the Erasmus pro-
gramme and the opportunities the EU has given generation after generation in Ireland to open 
their imaginations and their minds and see the opportunities.  I commend the Government on 
continuing to fund the Erasmus programme for people in Northern Ireland�  It is an enormous 
opportunity�  This needs to be expanded and continued to ensure the dream of membership con-
tinues to challenge the minds and views of people.

Rule of law issues and the manner in which there was an à la carte version to rule of law 
were the priority this time last year.  Some countries still have this.  Granted they have stepped 
up to the mark with regard to the challenge in Ukraine.  They have made some extraordinary 
responses.  If the European Union is true to its values, which Ireland endorsed 50 years ago and 
has endorsed on many occasions since through referendums, then rule of law issues cannot be 
let slip�  The standards of membership and the demands of what it is to be a member cannot be 
allowed to slip�  Unless we do this and continue to keep a focus on it we will undermine these 
very principles.

Tá sé iontach tar éis feachtais an-láidir go bhfuilimid in ann an Ghaeilge a úsáid mar theanga 
oifigiúil san Aontas Eorpach.  Léiríonn sé na deiseanna atá ann maidir le cúrsaí Gaeilge agus 
do na daoine a labhraíonn Gaeilge agus a bhfuil an caighdeán Gaeilge acu�  Ba chóir dúinn i 
bhfad níos mó Gaeilge a úsáid�  Ba chóir do na hAirí atá ag dul go dtí an Eoraip agus do Bhaill 
Pharlaimint na hEorpa an Ghaeilge a úsáid agus iad ag obair san Eoraip�

We can be very proud of all of the Irish people who have served the European Union, the 
European Community and the European Economic Community�  They include our Commis-
sioners, Members of the European Parliament and civil servants.  The debate can be very lazy 
on what Ireland has got from its membership.  Ireland has also given a lot.  We have given some 
of our best in Commissioners, MEPs and taoisigh who have chaired instrumental decisions of 
the European Council, such as German unity and the new accession states�  The Minister of 
State knows more than most that we have to reset our relationship.  The relationship of the next 
50 years will be very difficult as our nearest neighbour has gone a different path.  The work of 
former taoisigh, MEPs and Commissioners on building relationships will make this reset a little 
bit easier but the work has to be continued every day.  I appeal to the Government to double its 
efforts to encourage Irish people to work in the secretariats, the Parliament and the Commission 
at senior Civil Service level so we do not lose the opportunities behind the scenes where the 
levers really get pulled.  We do not have the influence we once had.  We need to work harder 
and smarter�
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One hundred years ago this country was on the precipice of a civil war.  It was one of its 
most inward-looking times�  Those who fought on both sides had huge ambitions for statehood 
and for where the country would stand�  Fifty years ago we set on the path of maximising this 
statehood in the Continent of Europe.  Today we can reflect with pride and quite a lot of hap-
piness on our membership�  We cannot be complacent�  When we were complacent, our people 
gave a message to the political classes in referendums that we cannot treat our membership of 
Europe as a constant or be complacent about it.  We have to defend it and fight for it every day.  
We have to defend our interests every day.  There were times when we were not good at defend-
ing our national interest.  We have to make sure we do so.  We can do this while fighting for 
European interests also.  We should be incredibly proud of the Taoiseach and the Government 
with regard to how we have responded to Ukraine over recent months as a small state defend-
ing the interests of another small state, which should be given fast-track membership of the 
European Union�  Ultimately, this would be the statement that would endorse our 50 years of 
membership, whereby fledgling states would get the opportunities we did on this day 50 years 
ago after a referendum�

10/05/2022BB00200Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: We are all in agreement that the European Union is one of the 
greatest peace projects of all time.  We only need to take a very quick run through European his-
tory to see the benefits it has brought.  Like a number of others, I was very lucky to be part of the 
Conference on the Future of Europe.  While it was a privilege, I will be only too delighted not 
to see the hemicycle in Strasbourg for quite a while�  I agree with the Minister of State, Deputy 
Byrne, that the citizens, especially Irish citizens, have played a huge role in it.  A number of 
people really stepped up to the mark�  I make the argument that the conference started rather 
chaotically�  It was constrained by time to suit the French Presidency�  It probably took it a pe-
riod of time to bed down and find where exactly it was going and how it was going to construct 
itself�  There were many issues regarding plenary sessions and working groups� At the end of it 
we know what could be done better�

It is vital for the survival of the European Union that there is consistent and constant en-
gagement with the citizens.  The Conference on the Future of Europe was not sufficiently rep-
resentative of Irish society never mind of European society.  There has to be a greater level of 
engagement, particularly with communities and those at the periphery�  If people go through 
the proposals, they will see some very good ones.  They will also be shocked at some of what 
is not there.  We dealt with proposals on health.  There were some progressive proposals on 
people’s right to universal healthcare, but there was no mention of the drug addiction issue we 
have throughout the European Continent.  We know communities here especially are suffering.

We all know everything changed because of Russia’s criminal invasion of Ukraine and we 
know about the ongoing campaign by Vladimir Putin’s regime.  Regarding war crimes, we will 
only know at the end of this just what the people have had to endure.  It has been necessary for 
solidarity and European co-operation�

I have a difficulty in the sense that some citizens probably worried about the likes of Hunga-
ry, rule of law issues and almost wanting to move from unanimity to qualified majority voting.  
We need to make the argument that unanimity is a necessity, particularly around foreign policy, 
defence and security issues�  Throughout the pandemic and in dealing with the Ukrainian crisis, 
we have shown we can co-operate.  I agree with the Minister of State, Deputy Byrne, when he 
said democracy is the best option.  From time to time, there will be difficulties in coming to 
arrangements but the alternative is we have one guy with a big table making all the decisions.  
We have seen how this works out and it is not great for anybody.
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If we are serious about climate change and the environment, and there are many great pro-
posals, we need to deal with the fiscal constraints foisted on us by the EU.  I know we are in 
especially constrained times but we will have to learn from the pandemic in the sense there is a 
necessity for the State to do the heavy lifting.  That is a requirement.  I have seen really brilliant 
proposals around social justice, particularly regarding trade and where climate change crosses 
social and human rights�  This is a necessity so that Europe does not become a protectionist set-
up.  However, there are still significant difficulties.  We need to get to absolute terms in respect 
of rule of law issues.  We know we are all dealing with significant issues relating to hybrid and 
cyber issues, difficulties we never looked at previously.  We all look back on recent events and 
see them through the prism of the changed world�

The other reality is that accession must be facilitated for countries in the western Balkans 
and for the likes of Moldova and Ukraine.  We must facilitate them and they need to step up to 
the mark�  I would put Scottish independence in that equation�  Irish unity needs to be prepared 
for.  I still think that not only is there a failing at European level, there is a failing here.  In par-
ticular, we need to do it following the historic result in the northern elections recently�

10/05/2022CC00200Deputy Gary Gannon: The writer John McGahern once wrote that Ireland was a peculiar 
place in the sense that it was a 19th century society right up to the mid-1970s and then it almost 
bypassed the 20th century.  As we are asked to celebrate and reflect upon Europe Day in the na-
tional Parliament, that quote above all captures for me the pace of change that occurred in Irish 
society after we joined the EEC in 1973�  My party, members of my generation and I were proud 
Europeans�  We are Irish and European�  The EU has its faults and I intend to address those in 
some detail, but it is important to begin by expressing my belief that the EU on the whole has 
been a force for good as a driver of economic and societal change in Ireland and, above all else, 
as a guarantor of peace for the Continent following the global conflicts that predated its exis-
tence.  That peace has once more been threatened by violent despotism we all hoped had been 
consigned to the 20th century�

Membership of the EU has very clearly changed Ireland.  We joined almost 50 years on 
from achieving independence from the UK and, as we did, I would argue we were a nation 
struggling for identity.  It was a society upon which social conservatism was forced as a form of 
jingoistic patriotism.  It was a state that in turn abandoned vital public services in health, edu-
cation, care and welfare so that citizens were reliant on the Catholic Church to provide what a 
State ought to provide.  It was an economy that was overly agrarian, protectionist and lacking in 
confidence.  In December 1972, 84% of the people of this country voted to remove the special 
place afforded the Catholic Church in our Constitution.  Earlier that year and on this date 50 
years ago, almost an identical percentage of our population voted for Ireland to join what was 
then the EEC.  It would be very wrong to point to that year or indeed to those referenda as the 
moment when Ireland threw off its cloak of conservatism on social or economic grounds - the 
various struggles for LGBTQI+ and reproductive rights or even the right to divorce testify to 
that - but for me, that was an important moment when the Irish people were very clear in their 
determination to chart a new course and to be outward looking to the point of being part of a 
collective bigger than ourselves.

The Taoiseach touched on this point in his speech when he said that membership gave us 
the impetus needed to strengthen our human rights record, drive forward civil and social rights, 
introduce gender equality legislation, improve the protection of workers’ rights and become 
a much more tolerant, kinder and inclusive country than Ireland had been up to that point.  I 
also wish to highlight the role civil society played in driving that forward but we should not in 
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any way undermine the role of the EU in giving us that confidence.  It is important to note that 
Ireland in 1972 was a much darker place than it is today.  I think this gives us the legitimacy to 
point to the type of rule of law issues with which we were dealing in the EU before the invasion 
of Ukraine�  We should not be afraid to challenge those who do not meet those standards, be 
they friend or foe.  In particular, I am pointing to the horrific sequence of LGBT exclusion zones 
that exist in Poland, the exclusion of members of the community and the banning of literature�  
All of this is very much prevalent and we should not forget about it nor should we shy away 
from confronting those and holding them to a standard�  There are rule of law mechanisms to 
which we need to return and we should apply zero tolerance when discrimination abounds in 
the EU or even among our friends that wish to join.

It would be remiss of me not to talk about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  It is important to 
reflect upon the fact that, as missiles rain down on Ukrainian cities, towns and people, one of 
the calls being made most loudly from Ukraine involves becoming a member of the EU.  It is 
to our credit and that of the Irish State that we have been most vocal in supporting those calls, 
but what is to be the legacy of the collective response to this most horrific attack by the forces 
of Putin on the people of Ukraine?  It has been said that this too will pass�  We need to be there 
to support the rebuilding of Ukrainian cities and welcome it into the EU, but we also need to 
look at the factors that contributed to the Russian state being able to engage in this horrendous 
assault on Ukraine and reflect on how we remove ourselves from dependence on fossil fuel ex-
traction, which has fuelled this war�  We cannot simply say that with these sanctions and our un-
willingness to engage with the Russian Federation, we are going to engage with undemocratic 
regimes elsewhere, be they Saudi Arabia or in South America.  We must remove ourselves from 
dependence on fossil fuel extraction�

We hear much about the militarisation of the EU and we must oppose it in every single 
way.  In the case of previous wars, we have seen great increases in industrialisation.  There 
needs to be a new green impetus where fossil fuel extraction is eliminated.  We need to invest 
in solar, wind and, if necessary, wave energy.  This will allow us to remove ourselves entirely 
from dependence on these types of despotic regimes that are funded by this type of fossil fuel 
extraction�

I am also very conscious of another threat facing the EU.  When we talk about the EU and 
Ireland’s role in it, we are also told that Ireland’s membership of the EU has given us access to 
a market of 440 million people�  The EU must be much more than a market-based economy�  A 
total of 96.5 million people are living in or are at risk of poverty.  This is a massive threat to the 
EU.  As evidence of this, I often point to a place just across the water from us, namely, Holyhead 
in Anglesey in Wales, which I believe is the poorest part of the UK.  As we approach the six-
year point of the Brexit referendum, we should remember that this part of the UK, which was 
totally reliant on exports coming from Ireland to the EU, voted to leave.  The average household 
income there is just under €14,000.  This town was totally dependent on exports to the EU be-
fore the UK left the EU, yet it still voted to leave.  If people do not feel the benefits and warmth 
of EU membership, they will remove themselves from it.  Poverty is not often discussed in the 
EU.  I believe we can be leaders in confronting it.  We can no longer tolerate a situation where 
anti-poverty strategies are brought forward every five years and simply left on a shelf to rot, 
because poverty, among other things, is a huge threat to the very foundation of the European 
Union�

10/05/2022DD00200Deputy Seán Haughey: I am pleased to have the opportunity to say a few words to mark 
Europe Day 2022.  I am conscious of the fact, like other speakers, that overshadowing Europe 
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Day this year is the Russian invasion of Ukraine.  War has returned to Europe.  The European 
Union, at the outset, was fundamentally a peace project and the Russian invasion makes us re-
flect again on the aims and objectives of the EU and the values underpinning it.

The year 2022 also marks the 50th anniversary of Ireland joining the EEC, as it was called 
then, when 83% of the electorate voted Yes on the day.  That is worth commemorating and the 
Government has put together an EU 50 programme to ensure we do just that and celebrate and 
commemorate our membership of the European Union�

I would also like to say something about the Conference on the Future of Europe�  The EU 
is not perfect, far from it, and there is always room for improvement.  At a basic level it needs 
to be responsive to the needs and aspirations of all its citizens, particularly with regard to its 
economic policy objectives which should not foster inequality or exclusion.  The final report of 
the conference, which contains 49 proposals across a wide range of areas, was presented to the 
EU Presidents yesterday.  The proposals include the abolition of the veto in almost all areas of 
EU-decision making, that is, replacing the need for unanimity with qualified majority voting.  
Also in the report are proposals for greater powers to be given to the European Parliament and 
for enhanced EU military co-operation.  In summary, the report advocates greater integration, 
swifter decision-making and a more powerful and proactive EU.  Of course, this raises the pros-
pect of treaty change and Ireland will need to be vigilant and proactive as this process unfolds.  
I note that the Taoiseach said earlier in his contribution to this debate that we need “careful and 
considered reflection” on the report.  That was significant.  Already, 13 member states have 
apparently signed a letter opposing any institutional reforms in the context of this report�  I 
would suggest the Oireachtas will need to be kept fully briefed on the Government’s intentions 
in respect of the 49 proposals outlined in the final report of the conference as they are further 
considered by the EU institutions�

I also want to say a few words about EU enlargement�  A number of countries in the west-
ern Balkans wish to join the EU, including North Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Kosovo, Montenegro and Serbia, while Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia also want to join.  They 
have completed their questionnaires and these are being assessed by the European Commission 
for a further report to a European Council meeting.  As a general principle, Ireland is in favour 
of enlargement but joining the EU is a complex and often lengthy process�  As the Russian bear 
eyes these countries up and tries to destabilise them, we need to give them every practical as-
sistance, including financial aid, help to resolve internal conflicts, assistance with governance 
and public administration issues, help to reduce their energy dependence on Russia and so on�  
However, they do need to meet the EU criteria and there can be no backsliding from adherence 
to European values.

European Movement Ireland has just published another Red C poll to coincide with Europe 
Day and the 50th anniversary of our EU membership.  The findings of the poll are interesting, 
with 88% agreeing that Ireland should remain a member of the EU.  This confirms, yet again, 
Ireland’s strong ongoing support for EU membership down through the years.  The Brexit vote 
in the UK in 2016 has not affected this.  If anything, the opposite is the case.  The Euroscepti-
cism associated with Brexit has not raised its ugly head here, thankfully.  Another finding is that 
59% agree Ireland should be part of increased EU defence and security co-operation�  This is 
significant against the backdrop of the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the agreement reached 
recently on the so-called strategic compass�

There can be no doubt that EU membership has been enormously beneficial for Ireland.  It 
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has brought about peace, prosperity and progress in many ways�  It has transformed Irish society 
and is responsible for dramatic changes in the economic, social and cultural life of this coun-
try.  I think of the changes that have taken place with regard to environmental laws, consumer 
legislation, and labour law, to name but a few�  The EU is continually adapting to new issues 
and challenges�  It is at the forefront in tackling climate change�  In recent years it responded to 
the Covid-19 pandemic by successfully co-ordinating the acquisition of vaccines for its citizens 
and bringing forward the EU recovery and resilience fund.  Following Brexit, the EU concluded 
negotiations on the withdrawal agreement and the trade and co-operation agreement and put in 
place the Brexit adjustment reserve.

At the core of the EU is adherence to liberal democratic values, fundamental human rights, 
free and fair elections, a free press, ethics in politics and judicial independence�  These are the 
essence of the European values.  They are always threatened by autocratic regimes so there can 
be no backsliding from these fundamental principles�

10/05/2022DD00300Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: The 50th anniversary of Ireland’s membership of 
the European Union is a major milestone in our history.  Fianna Fáil campaigned for a Yes vote 
in the referendum on joining the EEC on this day 50 years ago�  At the time, 83�1% of the Irish 
people voted Yes to Europe.  It has been great to grow up in the heart of Europe and so many of 
us cannot remember a time when Ireland was not part of the European Union.  We have been 
part of the EU for a generation and have seen what support from our neighbours can mean.  
During the Brexit negotiations, EU support meant we were able to retain the common travel 
area and secure the Northern Ireland protocol�  We may be an island out on our own on the 
western tip of Europe but we never feel alone because of our close relationships within the EU.  
We are simply getting better because we know it is better to work together�  We see this now as 
moves are being made to dismantle the protocol, but I urge everyone to harness the spirit of Eu-
rope and work together to bring about a stable government for Northern Ireland.  As John Hume 
famously said, the European Union is the best example of conflict resolution in the history of 
the world�  On a separate note, I congratulate all of candidates who were elected in the assembly 
elections in Northern Ireland�  It was really good to see so many women standing for election�

We have seen major changes in Ireland in recent years, including Brexit and the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Now we have women and children coming here who are fleeing war in Ukraine.  
Recent years have taught us a lot about the goodwill of the people of Ireland and about our 
community spirit�  When we are asked to do something, we go at it and we really do our best to 
help in whatever way we can.

I have invited Mr. Billy Kelleher MEP to come to Carlow this week because it is impor-
tant to recognise and mark 50 years of EU membership�  For Carlow, my own home town and 
county, it is important to mark this anniversary.  Mr. Kelleher will be meeting students, business 
people and farmers in Carlow to discuss the fact the European Union plays such a significant 
role in our daily lives, especially as other speakers have said, in respect of climate change, 
which a major issue�

It is so important to mark this occasion.  I am a firm believer in the role of education and 
communication and, 50 years on, we really have come a long way.  While we have a lot more 
to do, at least we are all together and working together.  I felt the Covid pandemic was a game-
changer for us, with the vaccines and how we all worked together to make sure we did not lose 
lives.  We did our best with the vaccine and there was a great supply.  It goes to show that ev-
erybody working together can make that change�
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I am delighted to speak on Europe Day.  I am delighted to have our MEP in Carlow on Fri-
day to celebrate 50 years in the European Union�

10/05/2022EE00200Deputy Réada Cronin: On 9 May 1950, the French Foreign Minister, Robert Schuman, 
proposed that France and Germany pool their resources of steel and coal in an organisation that 
would be open to other European countries.  Just five years after the Second World War, it was a 
remarkable moment, with old enemies seeing that they had more in common than what divided 
them.  Eventually, they would build a new European Community through a Common Market 
which we ourselves joined on this very day in 1972, exactly 50 years ago.  I did not have a vote 
at the time but if I had voted, I would have voted for no other reason than to break the connec-
tion with England, to quote another Kildare man from my neck of the woods�  Being members 
of the European Union has brought many opportunities to us on the island of Ireland, as we 
build peace and prosperity for all the people who live here.

I said that we are Europeans in our own right but Ireland had a leading role in Europe cen-
turies before the Common Market and the EU�  Columbanus, now considered a patron saint of 
Europe, set up communities across the Continent in France, Austria and Italy�  One does not 
have to be religious to see and value the significance of Columbanus in Europe, his unifying 
spirit for the people and his rescuing of civilisation in the sixth century of the common era.  It 
is no wonder that Robert Schuman referred to him in his speeches in Europe and no wonder he 
reminded Europeans of the value and power of the man born in Wexford - or Carlow, as was 
mentioned a few minutes ago - around the year 540 and who died in Italy�

On this Europe Day, 72 years after Schuman made his declaration, we see war in our Con-
tinent and invasion on the borders of our Continent.  Leaving out the conflict in the North and 
the Balkan genocide, it is the first time we have seen all-out invasion and war in Europe since 
the Second World War.  There is now a lot of talk about the values of Europe and I believe we 
need to look closely at them again.  I believe we need to bring the management of our Union 
closer to the people because the EU cannot be a situation of the rulers and the ruled, with un-
elected, unaccountable bureaucrats and technocrats deciding the future of peoples from a posi-
tion of distance.  People must have the confidence and security that they, through their votes and 
elected representatives, hold the power.

I am delighted that Chris MacManus MEP, who replaced Deputy Matt Carthy for the Mid-
lands-North-West constituency, is so often in the constituency of Kildare North, as, indeed, 
Deputy Carthy was before him�  It is important that MEPs are connected to the people they 
represent in Europe and Chris MacManus certainly keeps me busy finding people that he wants 
to meet around north Kildare�

The EU also plays a key role on the Northern Ireland protocol, which is of such significance 
to people in the Six Counties, who want their children to live in the future and want a good life, 
prosperity and progress for all.  That the majority of MLAs elected last week are in favour of the 
protocol is of significant importance to us here.  I want to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the members of my own party, who increased their vote in the North, and to all who had success 
in the elections.  I offer my commiserations to those who lost their seats.  It is an awful position 
to be in, particularly if they are working for constituents as that awful feeling that they have let 
them down can be soul destroying�  It was unfortunate to lose the two Green MLAs but I know 
that Philip McGuigan in North Antrim will take up that baton�

On the bright side, I have lost count of the number of people who came into my constituency 
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office on Friday and again yesterday, just popping their head around, or who stopped me when 
I was out and about, because they see this new dawn for our beautiful island�  It is great to see 
that interest in the Twenty-six Counties at this seismic and historic change that took place in 
the North�

In the Brexit referendum, the majority who voted in the North chose to remain in the EU 
and, in the inevitability of a united Ireland, they will realise that voted intention and be fully 
back in the EU automatically�  That is something we must start preparing for�  We cannot put a 
citizens’ assembly on unity on the long finger.  We must be ready for that inevitability, particu-
larly as Europe has worked so hard to support the North during Brexit�

Ukraine too is anxious to join a union of peoples.  We have opened our hearts and our homes 
to the Ukrainians fleeing Putin’s war.  I met H.E. Larysa Gerasko yesterday and the pain on her 
face was palpable.  The value of dignity, freedom, hope and solidarity needs to be recommitted 
to, especially here in this State as we face our own crisis of homelessness�  With those same 
values, I hope that next Europe Day we will see peace on our Continent for all of our peoples.

10/05/2022EE00300Deputy Mick Barry: Europe Day saw the conclusion of the Conference on the Future of 
Europe.  There has been very little reportage of this conference in the Irish media.  I have had to 
scan the pages of the international media - The Financial Times, Reuters, France 24, The New 
York Times and so on - in order to get a full picture of what went on there�  I want to make some 
points about it to the Dáil as they are important�  The Conference on the Future of Europe was 
made up of various European politicians as well as randomly selected people.  One key recom-
mendation was for the removal of unanimity for foreign affairs and defence issues.  Emmanuel 
Macron and Ursula von der Leyen supported the opening of a discussion to reform the Euro-
pean Union treaties and have called for the establishment of a convention to discuss that.  This 
was also backed by the European Parliament and by Mario Draghi last week�  Mr� Macron also 
spoke of a European political community in parallel to the EU institutions that would be open to 
non-EU countries, including the UK and Ukraine�  The German European Minister spoke about 
the possibility of deeper integration of those who are willing�

Mr. Macron, the German Government, the Italian Government, the Commission and so on 
want either the EU or, if necessary, a subset of EU states to have greater punching power for 
the inter-imperialist rivalries of the 2020s and 2030s.  They want to have the weight and the 
flexibility of the United States, China, Russia and so on in defending their geopolitical position 
and the interests and profits of Europe’s big corporations.  At the moment, it is the United States 
that is calling the shots in regard to the Western intervention on the Ukraine crisis.  The top 
European leaders want to have greater impact and weight for Europe’s capitalist powers.  The 
removal of national vetoes and replacement with weighted votes on foreign affairs, up to and 
including military action, will be a big step in this direction�

Where does the Irish Government stand in this debate?  Will the Irish Government support 
a two-tier Europe and which tier does it want Ireland to be in?  Will the Government support 
the convening of a convention for a new treaty at the European Council, as this is likely to be 
on the agenda at the June European Council?  If so, the Government is supporting a move to a 
more militarised Europe.  I remind the Minister of State that any removal of powers from the 
Irish State to the European Union, such as a removal of unanimity, will require a referendum.  
It is a referendum that the Government could very well lose.

The speeches this week, in my view, exposed the real nature of the European union as a 
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capitalist bloc�  These days, we hear less and less about a social Europe and the rights of work-
ing people and more and more about militarism and increasing military expenditure�  I call on 
people, not just here in Ireland but throughout the European Continent as a whole, to oppose 
and organise against this agenda and to campaign for an alternative Europe which puts the 
interests of working people and the majority of ordinary people ahead of the interests of big 
corporations and arms manufacturers�

10/05/2022FF00200Deputy Neale Richmond: It is, as ever, a pleasure to take part in these annual statements 
on Europe Day�  As has been referenced by many, this is an especially important Europe Day 
as we mark 50 years from the date on which when the Irish people voted massively for Ireland 
to join the then European Economic Community, EEC, which I fundamentally believe was 
perhaps the most important decision taken in the State’s young history�  We should all aspire to 
our continuing membership of the European Union for another 50 years as a proactive member.

I will not caveat my remarks in this speech.  I will not focus, as others may, on unelected 
bureaucrats or try to find the one or two negatives because we know that the vast majority of 
Irish people are in favour of our continuing membership of the European Union and recognise 
that it is has been beneficial for Ireland to be part of the European Union.  The events of recent 
months and years, including the war in Ukraine, the pandemic and the impacts of Brexit, have 
really hammered home for many people how important our continuing membership of the EU 
is for all people.  It is not some capitalist agenda.  It is something for everyone.

As one of the Oireachtas delegates to the Conference on the Future of Europe, I funda-
mentally believe the recommendations coming out of that should be embraced not just by the 
European Commission and European parliamentarians, but also by member state governments.  
However, I have some concerns in terms of where Irish people may be a little bit concerned.  I 
know the Minister of State has already read through some of the findings of the wonderful RedC 
opinion poll, commissioned by European Movement Ireland.  The overall finding - that 88% of 
Irish people support Ireland’s continuing membership of the EU - is of course heartening to see�  
However, there is a bit of a worry that needs to be addressed.  The level of support is not as high 
among females as it is among males; it is 90% among males and 80% among females�  In my 
own age category, the 36- to 44-year-old group, just 83% of people are in favour.  That needs 
to be reflected on as the Minister of State continues his work, but also in terms of dealing with 
EU jobs, communicating Europe and everything else.  The poll also found that 79% of people 
think EU membership has been beneficial to Ireland.  It is an absolutely wonderful result but 
there is again a disparity because this view is shared by 85% of males and just 73% of females.  
That desperately needs addressing and reflection.  It is very interesting that among the 45- to 
54-year-old group, just 71% have that positivity.  These figures are all part of the challenges 
when we talk about communicating Europe�

It is wonderful that we have these annual speeches about Europe Day.  It is an opportunity 
to say whatever we want because everything comes back to our role in the EU.  It can be about 
agriculture, workers’ rights, the economy, defence, security or whatever the topic du jour is�  
Ultimately, every day we talk about our role within the European Union.  In our role as domes-
tic politicians, it is often handy to do what various Ministers from my own party and others 
have been guilty of in the past, which is to look for the very easy punching bag that is the EU.  
If we are bringing in legislation that might not be very popular, we can say it is something that 
has to be done because of Brussels.  When funding is announced, however, that is said to be 
an achievement of the Government regardless of what role the European Commission or other 
member states have played.  We have to reflect on that in our language and sometimes in our 
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desperate search for headlines or indeed criticism for the sake of criticism�  It is okay to be 
positive, to talk about the good things and to see the Minister of State and many other Ministers 
travelling to schools throughout the country with ambassadors for Europe Day, for example 
through the blue star programme or the European Parliament access programme�  It is okay to 
be positive and to talk about how different things were for my own parents’ generation, the gen-
eration of the marriage bar, when the thought of going to Spain on a two-week holiday without 
having to change money was simply foreign.

One of the key issues facing all of Europe is the rule of law�  We talk about the rule-of-law 
crisis in certain EU member states�  I am happy to name Hungary as being one of them�  We 
talk about the brutal abuse of international law by the Russian Federation as it invades Ukraine.  
Once again, we have to raise our concern that unnamed sources in the British media are saying 
that the British Government is prepared to break international law and to use domestic legisla-
tion to override an international treaty in terms of the protocol.  Neither this Government, any-
one in this Parliament nor the European Commission can stand by that�  I urge the Minister of 
State and his Government colleagues to continue to be strong with European colleagues to face 
down the British Government in its attempts to override the commitments it made.

10/05/2022FF00300Deputy Brian Leddin: I take this opportunity to congratulate those who were successful 
in the Assembly elections in Northern Ireland and commiserate with those who lost their seats, 
including the two Green Party MLAs who served the Assembly very well in the years they were 
there�  I am sure they will come back again�  I thank Deputy Cronin of Sinn Féin for her gener-
ous comments a few minutes ago�

Today we mark Europe Day which celebrates peace and unity in Europe�  The 20th century 
was a century of hostile conflicts but also a century of pursuing peace.  In 1920 the League of 
Nations was established to promote international co-operation and to achieve peace and secu-
rity in the wake of the First World War which had left Europe in ruins�  It unfortunately failed 
for many reasons�  Among those reasons were that multilateralism was a new idea and that the 
great powers ignored the League of Nations in their efforts to appease the emerging dictator.

What followed was the deadliest military conflict in history.  The Second World War caused 
unimaginable suffering and destruction.  At the end of it, vast areas of Europe had been obliter-
ated�  In less than a decade approximately 80 million people were killed�  Afterwards, the bor-
ders were redrawn, efforts were made to permanently dismantle the war-making abilities of the 
aggressors and peace agreements were signed�  The most important of those peace agreements 
was that establishing the United Nations which, like its predecessor the League of Nations, was 
created with the aim of preventing future wars.  However, with the United Nations only in its 
infancy and with the growing tensions between western powers and the eastern bloc, the result 
was the Cold War and the spectre of an unimaginable third world war still loomed real�

The destruction seen in the First and Second World Wars was a catalyst for ideas of strong 
European co-operation that went beyond the policy of balance of power�  Yesterday marked 
the anniversary of the historic Schuman Declaration, which set out the idea for a new form of 
political and economic co-operation in Europe�  The declaration was a proposal to place French 
and West German production of coal and steel under a single authority with the purpose of 
making war between historic rivals France and Germany “not merely unthinkable, but materi-
ally impossible”.  We may be moving away from coal but the ownership and control of natural 
resources still defines the geopolitics of Europe and the world.  We should ask ourselves what 
peace means�  Peace is not just the opposite of or the absence of war�  It is actually much more 
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than that.  Peace is stability, opportunity and diversity.  It is the opportunity for adventure and 
meeting people and for a long, enjoyable and healthy life�

Yesterday I met with students in Castletroy College in my constituency and I was greeted by 
Mr� Flanagan, principal, and Ms Gunnigle, politics and society teacher�  We were accompanied 
by Ms Barkan-Cowdy of the French Embassy�  We learned how the European Commission 
works and how it interacts with the European Parliament.  It was a very worthwhile session and 
I commend Ms Barkan-Cowdy on coming to Limerick and the staff of Castletroy College on a 
very interesting session.  There is an opportunity for those young people now to work overseas 
throughout Europe�  There is an opportunity for them to work in Brussels and to continue this 
peace machine; the great effort at peace that has been the European Union of the past 50 years.

We have always been good participants in the European project.  As Deputy Calleary men-
tioned earlier, we send our best and brightest to Brussels�  Both Brexit and the climate crisis 
require us to reinforce that connection and to redouble our efforts at building it.  The Green 
Party was not part of that referendum 50 years ago because it was not founded for another seven 
years�  The party was born in Germany on the day that I was born�  The Irish Green Party, an 
Comhaontas Glas, was founded the following year�

At the outset the Green Party established itself as a pan-European party�  Perhaps more than 
any other, we believe in co-operation throughout Europe.  We believe we cannot solve the great 
environmental challenges without this level of co-operation.

6 o’clock

In this House, we are perhaps the party that embraces Europe more than any other.  We have 
a strong network across every member state and we have an ongoing dialogue with our col-
leagues in every country of the Union and outside it.  For us, nationalism is a vestige of a darker 
past, and, unlike others, it is a label we do not attach to ourselves.  We have no greater right to a 
safe and healthy life and a clean environment by virtue of where we are born.  As a party, unlike 
others, we do not have a Eurosceptic past and we are proud of that.  We believe in the European 
project and always have.

  I have spoken many times here about Ireland’s opportunity in renewable electricity gen-
eration�  I am happy that my colleagues across the House are on board and are demanding that 
it be realised as soon as possible�  It is an opportunity that would not exist except for our con-
nection with Europe.  We will provide clean energy to our neighbours and enlist the help of 
our neighbours to exploit this resource�  Our connection with Europe will strengthen because 
of this mutual interdependence and necessary co-operation�  Together, we will help to quit our 
dependence on fossil fuels from the east and we will build a lasting peace�

10/05/2022GG00200Deputy Chris Andrews: Yesterday marked 70 years since the Schuman Declaration�  It was 
a time when states were struggling to rebuild after the brutal destruction of the Second World 
War�  With the horrors of that war still fresh in the minds of so many, the core of the declara-
tion presented a strong determination to prevent another war.  It aimed to “make war between 
the historic rivals [...] ‘not merely unthinkable, but materially impossible’”.  This declaration 
set in place a vision for a new Europe, one with co-operation at its core.  When we look at the 
aims and values of the EU today, we can see the potential of this community.  It is important to 
acknowledge and commend the great social advances made across the EU member states in the 
last 70 years�
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I am, however, concerned that the EU has drifted dangerously far from its values and aims.  
The EU’s aims in the wider world are clearly defined.  These include contributing “to peace, se-
curity, the sustainable development of the Earth [...] strict observance of [...] international law” 
and to “solidarity and mutual respect among peoples, free and fair trade, eradication of poverty 
and the protection of human rights [...]”, which of course sounds great.  The reality of the ac-
tions of the EU and its member states paints a different picture.  The military-industrial complex 
in the EU has silently developed into one of the largest in the world, where making profits by 
EU states has clearly taken precedence over the aims of the EU worldwide.  EU policy on arms 
trade clearly states that “Member States are determined to prevent the export of military tech-
nology and equipment which might be used for internal repression or international aggression 
or contribute to regional instability”.  It has been clearly documented, however, that arms and 
military equipment produced in Europe and sold outside the EU have been used in brutal war 
crimes and caused forced displacement and migration�

We only have to look at Saudi Arabia and Israel as prime examples.  The Saudi Arabian 
Government is one of the biggest clients for European arms, with the EU arms purchased fre-
quently ending up in war-torn regions.  While MEPs voted for an EU-wide arms embargo 
against Saudi Arabia because of its horrific crimes in Yemen, it was disappointing that the vote 
did not compel EU member states to act�  It was merely symbolic�  This symbolic act made 
little or no difference to the thousands of Yemeni men, women and children killed or maimed 
by weapons supplied by EU member state governments.

I have raised the subject of the crimes of apartheid Israel here on many occasions.  What 
many of us might not realise, though, are the massive amounts of money being made by EU 
states when arming Israel.  Between 2015 and 2020, Germany exported more than €1 billion 
worth of arms to Israel�  Despite countless international human rights groups documenting Is-
raeli war crimes and acts of apartheid, the EU stayed silent while EU member states made large 
profits selling weapons to these rogue states.  We urgently need the EU to be pulled back onto 
the track of its original aims and values, namely, peace, justice and the protection of human 
rights�

10/05/2022GG00300Deputy Cathal Berry: I am delighted to be here to contribute to this historic debate�  I 
recognise the significance it holds for the peoples of Europe as it marks Europe Day yesterday.  
I also recognise the special significance it holds for the people of this country, because 50 years 
ago today, exactly, on 10 May 1972, our parents’ generation voted to join what was then the 
European Economic Community, EEC�  The rest, as they say, is history�  I do not think either 
the Minister of State or myself were around at the time of the referendum, but I certainly recall 
the 1980s.  I remember the poverty, the mass unemployment, the mass emigration, the social 
repression and the armed conflict that blighted this country for decades.  When I compare to-
day’s Ireland with that of the 1980s, they may be the same country, but they are utterly different 
worlds and almost exclusively for the better.

That has not happened by chance�  There is a reason the great majority of Irish people, 88%, 
are in favour of EU membership and why so many countries in the world wish to join the Union.  
The reason is that the European project is a success�  It is not a complete and utter success, but 
it is a success nonetheless.  It is important that we reflect on why this is the case.  First, all 27 
EU countries are at peace, with themselves and with their neighbours.  This has not occurred by 
chance�  There is also much more tolerance now and many more forums for the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes, be those economic, diplomatic or political�  Not a single EU country has been 
at war since the foundation of the EU and that is an achievement in itself.  I am only a humble 
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soldier, but even I know the best way to destroy your enemies is to make them your friends.  
The EU is a classic living and breathing example of that principle.  All we have to do is to look 
over the wire or the wall to the east of Poland and we can see the alternative.  A war of conquest 
is going on there, and that was the norm only 80 years ago.  We should never take the peace on 
this Continent for granted as a result�

I also agree with Deputy Calleary regarding his focus on education, which has been the 
second major impact and legacy of the EU on this country.  We have all been beneficiaries of 
it�  I refer to the moneys from the Structural Fund that built our schools, at primary and second 
level, as well as the research grants and other funding that financed research in our third level 
institutions.  Deputy Calleary was also correct in pointing out the importance of the Erasmus+ 
flagship programme.  I am also happy to see that being extended to encompass people in North-
ern Ireland.  Equally, through Léargas, this programme is now available not only to those in 
third level institutions but also to adult learners and to secondary and primary school students.  
This is greatly important, because not every lesson can be taught effectively.  Some can only 
be experienced.  Travelling around Europe, one experiences the different cultures, different 
understandings of tolerance and different ideas and visions, and it is important to bring those 
ideas back home.  I am greatly in favour of the Erasmus programme and I encourage everybody 
listening to this debate to seriously consider participating in it, if they have not done so already.  

Third, the EU’s support in the context of Brexit was exemplary�  We had 26 other countries 
in our corner.  Many of them had absolutely no skin in the game.  It was largely irrelevant to 
them what happened in Brexit, but they backed Ireland completely and we should never forget 
that.  Even if we compare the posture of the two negotiating teams, we had one side which was 
consistent, constructive and courteous, while the other side was reckless and cavalier in its ap-
proach�  I am extremely glad that all the members of the EU, each of the other 26 members, 
were entirely on side in that perspective.

The EU is of course not perfect.  It was never intended to be.  It was always meant to be a 
work in progress�  I suspect the Minister of State has heard the phrase about the United Nations 
that is applicable to the EU as well: “The UN was [never designed to bring] us to heaven, but 
to save [us] from hell”.  It is apposite to assign that phrase to the EU as well.  The Union is im-
perfect.  It has its faults and failings.  When we reflect on the last 50 years, though, we should 
also focus on the next 50 years�  In that context, perhaps, the next 50 days are all important�  
The number one focus of the EU now is to bring about a peaceful settlement to the situation in 
Ukraine.  The Ukrainian crisis is rapidly becoming a Russian crisis.  We must use every lever at 
our disposal in this context, whether military, economic, diplomatic or political�  We must use 
carrots and sticks�  There is a lot more stick than carrot now, but I share the concerns mentioned 
by President Biden today regarding President Putin not having an off-ramp.    He does not have 
an exit strategy.  He does not have a ladder to climb down.  It is very important that the EU, 
while it is using the stick, also uses a small bit of carrot and says that if a ceasefire is declared, 
unilateral or otherwise, and Russian troops withdraw from Ukraine, there are positive steps that 
are going to happen.  We have to remember we are not just talking about Putin any more.  We 
are talking to his potential successor.  That is what we have to keep in mind.

Moving beyond that, in respect of the fifth day horizon, I am in favour of more countries 
joining the European Union, particularly those in the Balkans, Ukraine, Moldova and the tiny 
Republic of Georgia, which should not be forgotten.  They are very keen to get in for the same 
reasons we were and to achieve the same benefits we achieved.
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On the need to tackle the climate crisis, which has not gone away, this new-found cohesion 
and sense of belonging and togetherness that the European Union has found over the last few 
months needs to be applied also to the climate crisis.  We need more funding for the retrofitting 
programme, to support the purchase of electric vehicles and to ensure that we move to a renew-
able future from a climate point of view and an energy security point of view.

The European Union is not some stuffy office in Brussels, Frankfurt or Strasbourg.  We are 
the European Union�  If there is a problem with the European Union there is a problem with 
us.  We have to engage more and recognise that we can influence and shape the direction of the 
European Union.  I will leave my last word to our parents’ generation.  I am very grateful for 
their wisdom and vision 50 years ago today, when they recognised the opportunity and potential 
of the European Economic Community as it was at the time�  They passed on the greatest gift 
they possibly could by making our lives much better than their own.  Whether they passed on 
their vision or their wisdom is for other people to decide and is perhaps a question for the next 
generation�

10/05/2022HH00200Deputy Paul McAuliffe: I am sharing time with Deputy Alan Farrell.  I am very pleased to 
be here to mark 50 years of Ireland’s membership of the European Union�  It will be for others 
today to balance whether that was a broadly positive or negative move in their view.  In my 
view it has been overwhelmingly positive.  It unlocked the potential of a State that was emerg-
ing from oppression under an empire and happened under a generation who had fought for that 
freedom�  They were so far-seeing in their open approach to nationalism that they wanted to 
share and pool their sovereignty across the Continent.  They believed that was the best way for 
Ireland to protect itself and to have its place among the nations.

I am very proud of the part that Fianna Fáil played in leading us into Europe.  Many of those 
who fought in 1916 went on to found our party but we do not believe that any one item of his-
tory is owned by any one political party.  I saw a row yesterday on Twitter between different 
Members of this House and journalists about who voted for and against accession.  There were 
people who campaigned against it and had fears about the European Union but rather than tak-
ing glory in that, I would say that I am happy that their fears did not come to fruition�  They 
did not�  Many of the concerns people had were addressed by our membership of the European 
Union�  I refer to better pay for women, better opportunities for younger people and better ac-
cess to services right across Europe.  For all of those things, today is an important day.

It is also a day to reflect on what the European Union means to each of us, “my European 
Union” as Deputy Berry said.  I just listened to a podcast series called “Revolutions” by Mike 
Duncan.  It traces the history of revolutions across Europe and how democracy took a foothold.  
Inevitably, halfway through each revolution, the country involved ended up going to war with 
another European country.  All of the striving for progress to make people’s lives better in that 
country or city was stymied by the impact of war�  It is the great peace process�  The absence of 
the commonality of the European Union in the North, I believe, is a significant factor playing 
into some of the divisions.  We know that when nationalisms rub up against each other it creates 
friction and that is what is happening with a more overt form of British nationalism through 
Brexit.  It does not come at no cost.  When its nationalism rubs up against the sovereignty of 
other countries it creates friction�  We know that the European Union is one place where such 
friction is reduced and in many cases, competing nationalism is eliminated�

Europe is worth having as something to inspire us.  Europe needs to protect that inspiration 
and protect itself as well.  It needs to do that by making its citizens’ lives better.  One of the 
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places where Europe fails to do that is in our urban centres.  We have regional economic balance 
within Ireland but there are pockets of disadvantage in every city of Europe, where the right 
wing and populist nationalism are exploiting some of the real concerns and problems in those 
communities and saying that popular nationalism is one of the ways to solve them.  We in this 
House know that popular nationalism has led us down culs-de-sac before and does not deliver 
solutions�  This country is largely exempt from a rise of the populist right but we will not always 
be�  One of the ways in which we stopped the populist right from exploiting problems in places 
like inner cities where there is urban disadvantage is by having instruments that go in there and 
solve those problems.  Europe does not do enough to tackle disadvantage.  It does a lot to tackle 
regional imbalance but not enough to tackle urban disadvantage.  We need to do more.

Europe is something worth protecting and worth fighting for.  We can look at what we have 
in Europe, the openness, the tolerance, the belief in each other, the belief that we can live in an 
open and tolerant society�  There are many places in the world where that does not exist�  There 
will be times when we will need to fight for that, both diplomatically and, perhaps, on occasions 
when we are attacked, militarily�  Europe is and continues to be something worth protecting and 
fighting for.

10/05/2022HH00300Deputy Alan Farrell: It is 72 years since work first began on building a closer, more peace-
ful, more successful European Continent�  The aftermath of two world wars left deep scars 
across Europe and fostered a resolve never again to repeat the failures of the past.  It is also 
50 years since 83% of the Irish people supported joining that Union and began a journey of 
transformation and development.  Accession did indeed unlock the potential of our nation.  As 
Deputy McAuliffe mentioned, it also freed us from the oppression of an empire.  It also exposed 
us to multilateralism and different concepts and economic models which removed the oppres-
sion of an economic ideology that was very firmly in this State at that time and from which we 
had only recently emerged�

According to a recent RedC poll, a very encouraging 88% support our EU membership in 
this State.  Today, we live in a different world from that of our parents and grandparents.  The 
advent of the internet, globalisation, cultural integration and mass media are just some of the 
significant changes that have taken place since the beginning of the European project.

However, despite the best efforts of peace-loving Europeans across the Continent, we mark 
this Europe Day in the shadow of the dark cloud of tyranny and violence.  Russia’s attack, its 
war of aggression against the Ukrainian people, is an assault on the ideals of the European 
Union and every civilised person who wished to see war in Europe consigned to the ash-heap 
of history�

During Ireland’s membership of the European Union, we have seen radical change and 
enhancements to our own society that would simply not have been possible without our mem-
bership of the Union and the assistance of our allies.  In a world based on ever-increasing 
interconnectivity, we chose to reach out to the people of Europe and to the world.  We did not 
close ourselves off from the outside world or seek to better ourselves through the denigration 
of others.  In that sense, we cannot turn away from events in Ukraine, nor can we pretend that 
the world or our Union will ever be the same following this invasion of territorial sovereignty.  
Will more invasions follow?  Will Georgia, Moldova and perhaps even Finland be subject to 
Russian aggression?

It is appropriate, on the basis of what I have said, that on this Europe Day we acknowledge 
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that we stand at a crossroads�  The decisions we make today and in the near future with respect 
to the security of Ireland and the rest of the Union, self-defence, climate action and energy se-
curity, to name but some, will shape how our global society moves forward and how our Union 
builds on hard-won progress and rejects the narrow nationalism and populism of some on the 
international stage�

Ireland and its people have long looked to the future with hope.  It is that spirit that has 
sustained us through our darkest chapters and given us the strength to overcome our biggest 
challenges.  Our history demands that we continue to be a voice for hope in the world and share 
our knowledge and passion for growth, togetherness and ambition with the world�

We can still turn the tide on the rising aggression and nationalism around the world�  We 
can limit the worst effects of climate change by working together.  As Deputy Berry pointed 
out quite rightly, the example that has been shown recently through our response to the energy 
crisis can and should be replicated when dealing with climate action�  We can build a sustain-
able, more equal society at home and abroad in the years ahead; however, to achieve this, every 
European must act�

It is perhaps the irony of our time that the chipping away of freedoms and truth reveals itself 
when the situation becomes critical.  Therefore, we as European citizens have a duty of care to 
democracies and, most important, the truth�

The EU has been the most successful peace process in the history of mankind�  It has brought 
progress, abundance and, most important, peace that preceding generations could only dream 
of.  We cannot take our success for granted, however.  Peace and stability require continual 
work and attention�  In an hour such as this, with uncertainty regarding what the future holds 
in nations across Europe and the rest of the world, we must redouble our efforts to ensure the 
future is hopeful and sustainable�

10/05/2022JJ00200Deputy Michael Collins: A new chapter of recovery and prosperity was expected after 
Covid in Europe.  The inflationary pressure caused by the European Central Bank’s money-
printing over the past two years, the policy move towards eliminating fossil fuels without first 
having alternatives in place and Vladimir Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine have put paid to 
that.  Spain recently approved an emergency package to mitigate the economic and social con-
sequences of the Ukraine war, mobilising €16 billion in public funds, including €6 billion in 
direct support and tax reductions.  Here in Ireland, the supports being offered are weak, patchy 
and completely insufficient.  Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael are allowing the Green Party to dictate 
their senseless green policies, which are damaging the economy and crippling families�  These 
policies are now the leading cause of inflationary pressure in Ireland.  The refusal to slash en-
ergy taxes and scrap the carbon tax means that Irish consumers are being fleeced by Govern-
ment-induced energy taxes in the middle of an energy crisis�  It is cold and calculated that the 
Government continues to refuse to address this issue, which has now become the elephant in the 
room.  My colleagues and I tabled a motion two weeks ago to axe the carbon tax.  The Govern-
ment pursued it full on, imposing more pain on the Irish people�

All over the country, we are discussing rising energy costs, which are having a major impact 
on Irish agriculture and the agri-food sector.  The price of fertiliser alone is up 300%.  The Gov-
ernment, in response, announced a paltry sum that makes no difference to the ordinary farmer.  
We have a Minister responsible for the marine who gave away 25% of our pelagic quota.  The 
Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority above in Killybegs is sending what fish we have to make 
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fishmeal.  What is happening?  Where is Europe intervening in this?  Our Government cannot 
intervene; it cannot do anything for us.

We should consider how the funds we get from the EU are spent�  Last week, there was an 
announcement of funding for piers from the Brexit funds�  While many piers around Donegal 
got millions of euro, why did Keelbeg Pier, Union Hall, get nothing?  The council has an-
nounced the closure of part of that pier because there is no funding�  It desperately needs fund-
ing from the EU as a consequence�  I am totally opposed to the announcement by the council 
to close part of the pier�  It is a disgrace that the people of Union Hall were forgotten by the 
Government in last week’s announcements of funds.  This needs to be addressed immediately.  
Funding needs to be got in Europe and brought home for the pier urgently.  Even more shock-
ing, despite the fact that the Taoiseach, Deputy Micheál Martin, with Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael 
policies, visited the pier in 2021, it got zero.  I am sorry that I was not there on the day for the 
people of Union Hall because I would certainly have forced the Taoiseach to announce some 
funding for the pier�  What has happened is a scandal�

10/05/2022JJ00300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Today is the 50th anniversary of the Irish referendum on 
EU membership, which was held on 10 May 1972�  Many good regulations and enforcements 
have come because we joined the EU.  Roaming charges were abolished and data protection 
regulations were introduced.  However, since 2019, when the European Green Deal was intro-
duced for the EU, with the aim of achieving climate neutrality by 2050, Ireland paid a huge 
price�  This is particularly the case for agriculture�

We had expected a bounceback in the economy at the end of Covid.  It happened but it was 
quickly flattened by the rising energy prices, which are having a major impact on Irish agricul-
ture and the agrifood sector.  The continually rising costs of fertiliser, fuel and foodstuffs are 
affecting every family and farm across the country.  What industry in the world other than the 
agriculture industry would be told, on the one hand, to increase animal numbers in 2011 and 
then, on the other hand, to cull animals?  What other industry in the world would be told to 
cut its supply?  Guess what: our grass production has reduced by 5% and our cattle number is 
down by 3.3%.  These are all Teagasc-backed figures.  The European Green Deal has set our 
agriculture sector in a spin�

I am not sure whether I can celebrate Europe Day when I know in my heart and soul that the 
Green Party has jumped on board in enforcing green policy that will damage our economy, driv-
ing inflation upwards when we have no alternative.  Inflation is currently at a high of 6.9%, a 
high that was not seen in 40 years�  Where will the factories get their supplies from?  The supply 
chain is broken�  I do not think I will celebrate Europe Day�  It is more like “Mayday, Mayday”, 
which signals distress — distress for our farmers caused by the Government.

10/05/2022JJ00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: I remember helping as a buachaill óg - I was 13 at the time - the 
enthusiastic Fianna Fáil team that was pushing to join the EU.  We did join it.  We got benefits 
from it, let us face it, but they have dried up.  Now we have regulations and sifting and Ministers 
going over to Europe to ask, “How do you want us to jump today?”.  We are the best boys in 
Europe; that is the fact of it.  We are getting penalised.  Punitive measures are being imposed on 
us by Europe, yet we are the best boys in the class and take what we get�  If we are asked to do 
100 lines, we say we will do 200�

Where the definition of a young farmer is concerned, anyone over 35 is on the scrapheap.  
Our pig industry is lying in tatters�  The Commissioner for Agriculture appeared before the ag-
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riculture committee and said we should use every tool in the toolbox, but the Government did 
not even open the toolbox and look for money.  What is going on with it at all?

I appreciate many EU directives and people’s recourse to the European courts when ours 
will not give any sense of justice.  I am very sad, however.  I am not celebrating Europe Day 
either.  We are now ignoring conflicts all over the world.  Christians are being slaughtered in 
different parts of the world but now that there is savagery going on in Ukraine — it is savagery 
— we are all on top of it�  It goes on elsewhere as well but there is not a peep out of us�  So, what 
is going on?  Not-too-savoury things are going on, yet we wonder why we had Brexit and things 
like that.  We need a total re-evaluation of where we are going as a people.  I am not referring 
to the Government because it does not lead the people anymore; it dictates to the people.  The 
Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, is dictating and the Taoiseach cannot even answer the questions.  
He could not even mention the name of his former great leader today when Deputy Michael 
Collins raised Seán Lemass.  He could not bear to speak his name.  Lemass was a visionary, and 
visionaries came after him, but now, as an island off Europe, Ireland is left on the scrapheap.  
Our fishing and agriculture industries have been decimated and everything else as well, yet we 
get nothing only regulation after regulation, being the good boys in Europe, and “Croppies, lie 
down”�

10/05/2022JJ00500Deputy Catherine Connolly: I welcome the opportunity to take part in this discussion�  
It is hard to believe that 50 years have gone by since we signed up to what was the European 
Economic Community, and 72 years since the Schuman Declaration�  It is hard to imagine that�  
I thank the other Members for their written speeches�  I note what the Taoiseach said: “those 
convinced that Ireland’s future lay in Europe showed the courage to imagine a new Ireland”.  
After 50 years, we are at the point where we need the courage to imagine a new Europe, because 
the Europe that was set up for peace has not happened�  I am aware that the Minister of State 
disagrees with me.  I will come to the figures, which are absolutely astronomical.  I referred to 
them last week in the Dáil and I will repeat what is being spent on military that we know about�  
At some stage, rather than the Minister of State just shaking his head, he will have to deal with 
these facts�  I am a committed European�  I campaigned against the Lisbon treaty because of the 
militarisation of Europe, which was clearly set out, and the freeing up of the neoliberal agenda 
that has commodified everything.

I say that, while at the same time saying that I am a committed European�  I spent a sub-
stantial period of time in Europe, as did my family�  This is not a simplistic thing�  I understand 
that under Article 9 or 10, decisions in the EU will be made as close as possible to those on the 
ground.  That has never happened.  We have come to a point where it is Europe Day, but we 
should have a planet day because we are facing an existential threat in regard to climate change 
and neoliberalism, which Chomsky referred to as neither new nor liberal.  It is a commodifica-
tion of every service that we know.  There is a price on everything, but a value on absolutely 
nothing�

While the EU ostensibly and theoretically started out on a good foot to prevent war after the 
horrible Second World War, it went off in a different direction gradually over the years.  More 
cynical people would say it was there from the beginning�  I would like to take a more benign 
view that it happened gradually and became more and more of a military force.  I will again 
repeat for the record why I say that�

The Minister of State might note a report I referred to last week, At what cost? Funding 
the EU’s security, defence, and border policies, 2021–2027, from StateWatch, regarding trans-
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national justice�  The Minister might look at that�  The Ceann Comhairle happened to be in 
the Chair when I quoted the figures last week.  They are so astronomical that I doubted them.  
The EU increased security, defence and military budgets between 2012 and 2027 by 123%, 
compared with the last budget round of €19.7 billion.  EU funding of law enforcement, border 
control and military research is 31 times higher, at €43.9 billion, than the funding for rights, 
values and justice, at €1.4 billion.  The largest increase is the European Defence Fund, which 
has a budget of nearly €8 billion.  Again, I doubted this figure and went back and checked it.  It 
increased by 1,256%.  This money will, for the first time, be used for the research and develop-
ment of high-tech military weapons.  What I said last week is on the record.  The biggest figure 
is for the EU border agency, Frontex, which jumped by 200% in less than 20 years�  I did not 
believe these figures.  I know this debate is not interactive.  I wish it was.  There is no doubt that, 
at every level, no matter what criteria we use, we are moving closer and closer to a militarised 
Europe�

We are also moving closer to a consensus-type mentality when we know in Ireland the dam-
age that does.  We need the courage to stand up and show a different way.  That is why we got 
a seat on the Security Council�

Lately, two men showed tremendous courage and I want to compliment them�  I did not get 
a chance to do so on the last occasion�  I understand they are in their 80s and 90s�  They took 
direct action in Shannon and a jury found them not guilty on two of the charges and fined them 
on another charge.  The two men, Tarak Kauff and Ken Mayers, are members of an anti-war 
group, Veterans for Peace.  I want to put their names on the record because they are veterans 
of Vietnam.  They took courage into their hands because they want to draw attention to what is 
happening in Shannon, which millions of American soldiers are passing through on their way to 
war.  I do not know how long we have used this language in the Dáil.  I have been using it, along 
with my colleagues, and I was only elected in February 2016�  We are constantly told to bring 
the evidence to the House if we think there is something on the planes.  Of course, we cannot 
do that�  These men took courage in their hands and tried to do what was right�

I refer to EU policy regarding Frontex and building up the borders, and the amount of 
money that has been spent on that.  We distinguish between different types of refugees.  All war 
is horrible.  I am on record as having utterly condemned the Russian invasion of Ukraine, but it 
is my duty to question what we are doing as a country with our policy of neutrality�  I am sorry 
if the Minister of State is getting restless, if his body language is anything to go by�  At what 
point will we bring some honesty to our discussion on where Europe is going?  At what point 
will we bring some clarity on what we are spending on the military-industrial complex?  As has 
been mentioned, arms are going to Saudi Arabia to slaughter people in Yemen�  When will we 
have honesty about our attitude to Israel and the fact we are ignoring the report from Amnesty 
International that stated it is operating an apartheid regime?

10/05/2022KK00200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Thomas Byrne): We 
have had some interesting contributions, but to be honest, at some points this debate has been a 
fact-free zone.  I refer to Deputy Michael Collins and funding for piers in Cork this year from 
the European Brexit adjustment fund�  He came in and made a point that a pier was not funded, 
when only a few weeks ago the most money ever was given to piers in Ireland, including Cork 
and his constituency, from the Brexit adjustment fund.  It is a major victory for the Government, 
the Minister, Deputy McConalogue, and our membership of the European Union and it shows 
solidarity�  I do not know whether the Deputy deliberately came in to complain or refuses to 
acknowledge that 14 out of 15 projects in Cork, as I understand it, were approved, including 
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millions for Kinsale in his constituency, all the way down to Glengarriff and many other piers 
in between�  There has been huge funding from Europe�

We have had a lot of talk about the European Union’s alleged militarisation.  The European 
Union budget for defence is probably around the same as what we spend on defence in the 
country�  The European Union does not pay soldiers or send people into battle�  When we talk 
about the military-industrial complex, I do not deny that can or does exist, but it exists within 
member states of the European Union�  Quite frankly, if the European Union was in charge of it, 
we would spend a lot less money and would be far more subject to the human rights consider-
ations that Deputies Connolly and Andrews spoke about�  That is the reality�  That is not where 
we are going.  We are not involved in common defence.  We cannot do that under our Constitu-
tion and it is not going to happen�

I cannot understand the criticism of Frontex�  We are not part of it�  Is Deputy Connolly 
proposing that we abolish our border control and do not have passport control at Dublin Air-
port?  Is she suggesting that countries cannot have border control and decide to do it together 
through Frontex?  There is no conspiracy theory; it is exactly the same as passport control at 
Dublin Airport.  Let us have a bit of honesty about this instead of coming in here with all of the 
conspiracy theories�

I am delighted to see the Opposition now suddenly in favour of the European Union.  We 
have had at least eight or nine referendums on European Union membership.  Sinn Féin is al-
ways against them.  In fact, when we first joined the European Union we were told by Sinn Féin 
that it was a sell-out.  It was not a sell-out.  Sinn Féin was wrong then.  I am very proud of the 
Fianna Fáil Party.  Sinn Féin denigrates our years in government, but the big decisions we made 
were the right decisions.  We are one of only two parties which campaigned for a “Yes” vote in 
that referendum and I am glad we did so�

Regarding the application for funding from Next Generation EU, which Deputy Brady 
spoke about, we are fully on schedule with our application for funding out of that.  As I have 
outlined, we have already drawn down Brexit funding.

Regarding the example Deputy Brady gave about Italy and Deputy Michael Collins’s refer-
ence to what Spain spent on cost-of-living measures, we have spent more per capita than those 
countries have.  Deputies would want to start looking at their calculations before coming in 
and complaining about what the Government is or is not doing.  The Government has done a 
significant amount in regard to the cost of living.  We are expecting another package from the 
European Union in the next couple of weeks, which will set out views on how to deal with the 
energy market and reduce prices for consumers�

We can simplify all of these things all we like, but democracy, as I said, is complex�  It is 
never perfect but dialogue, working together, having disagreements and getting our facts right 
are important�

I was happy to meet many students from County Meath yesterday for celebrations to mark 
Europe Day.  I am relieved that when they study civil, social and political education, CSPE, and 
history in school, they are getting accurate information from their teachers that will allow them 
to challenge much of the misinformation in respect of the European Union that wafts through 
social media and parliaments right across the European Union�  At a time when cynicism - we 
have seen it in the Dáil today - can often penetrate the consciousness of society, a panacea for 
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this cynicism is the passion and enthusiasm that so many young people from across the country 
showed towards the European Union yesterday, on Europe Day�  In fact, it was the number one 
trending item on social media yesterday and for a large part of today.  This year has been offi-
cially designated the European Year of Youth.  Young people have never had such opportunities.  
Indeed, the young people of Ireland before 1972 did not have the opportunities that there are 
today�  As we mark Europe Day and the celebrations to mark 50 years since Ireland signed the 
accession treaty, let us act with renewed vigour in working towards a more perfect Union that 
all citizens, young and old, can enjoy and benefit from.

We also need to remember that the scare stories at every referendum - that we were all go-
ing to be conscripted, that Europe was going to sell us out and that there were going to be no 
farmers left - have all been completely wrong.  I was surprised to hear criticism from Deputy 
Martin Kenny, who is a very thoughtful Deputy, of the European Union’s approach to rural and 
less-populated areas.  He did make that criticism.  I could not believe it when he said that be-
cause the truth is that the big debate on and criticism of the European Union in the past decades 
has been the amount of money it has spent on agriculture and rural development.  At various 
points, more than 80% of the budget was spent on agriculture, and that includes the LEADER 
programme�  Other funds were spent on the PEACE programme and continue to be spent on it�  
I estimate that at least €40 billion, and probably significantly more, has come into rural areas of 
this country through the European Union since we joined�  To say that the European Union is 
not involved in rural or less populated areas is the opposite of the truth.  In fact, Deputy McAu-
liffe, in criticising the EU’s possible non-involvement in urban areas, made the point that the 
EU has been known to be heavily involved in rural and less isolated areas.  These are places 
that, frankly, the Rural Independents represent�  They really need to get with the programme on 
behalf of their constituents.  The best interests of their constituents in rural Ireland have always 
been served by being part of the European Union, engaging with it and taking opportunities 
from it.  The scaremongering to which I referred has always been wrong and disproven.

The European Union has been the greatest vehicle for peace in the history of the world.  It 
has no interest in war.  It is always trying to prevent wars.  It tries to make peace - to force peace 
- and to uphold democracy and the right of Deputies such as Deputy Connolly to criticise�  She 
would not be able to do so in many countries outside the European Union�  Indeed, that right 
has been threatened within the European Union.  We must protect and value these freedoms.  
We must engage in the debate but not scaremonger�  We must not throw around fake news, as 
regularly happens across this Continent in respect of the European Union, but recognise it for 
what it is�

The European Union is a complex democracy�  Laws are passed by elected MEPs and 
elected governments on behalf of the people.  Almost everything the European Union has been 
doing through many years has been in the best interests of the people of Europe�  Almost all the 
equality legislation enacted by the Dáil originally came from European directives.  It works the 
other way as well, however.  When Ireland became the first country in the world to have a ref-
erendum to allow same-sex marriage, other countries followed us�  The European street, as the 
President of Ireland refers to it, is not a one-way street.  We have benefited from the European 
Union and been inspired by it, but other European countries have benefited and been inspired by 
our actions at various times.  Nobody is perfect but the structure that in place has proven time 
and again to be in the best interests of the people of Europe�  If we do not like the people who 
are in those structures, we can just vote for different people but maintain the structures.

Tá mé bródúil freisin go bhfuil an Ghaeilge mar theanga oifigiúil.  Indeed, one of the Sinn 
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Féin objections to joining the European Union was that the Irish language would be threatened�  
Tá an Ghaeilge ag teacht ar ais anois de bharr an Aontais Eorpaigh�  Is é aiséirí na Gaeilge é�  Bhí 
an Teachta Calleary ag iarraidh orainn go léir, mar Airí, dul go dtí an Eoraip agus an Ghaeilge 
a labhairt�  Labhraím an Ghaeilge ag gach cruinniú de Chomhairle na nAirí sa Bhruiséil agus i 
Lucsamburg�  Ba cheart níos mó Gaeilge a bheith againn anseo ach tá an inspioráid ann anois 
ón Aontas Eorpach�  Tá mé bródúil as na hÉireannaigh go léir atá ag obair ansin agus atá ag 
labhairt na Gaeilge agus ag obair léi agus á húsáid agus á cur chun cinn agus ag athchruthú na 
Gaeilge don ré nua-aimseartha seo�  Ar aghaidh leis an Eoraip�  Tá mé lánsásta lenár mball-
raíocht�  Tá mé lánsásta an ceiliúradh seo a dhéanamh agus ceiliúradh a dhéanamh ar dhul chun 
cinn eacnamaíochta, ar shíocháin agus ar dhul chun cinn sóisialta�

10/05/2022LL00200Affordable Housing: Motion [Private Members]

10/05/2022LL00300Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— house prices continue to spiral out of control;

— a growing section of people are locked out of home ownership;

— the latest Central Statistics Office Residential Property Price Index shows 
house prices increased by 15 per cent State-wide in the last year;

— the largest increases were in the border region at 27 per cent;

— the median price of a home across the State was €282,000;

— in Malahide the median price was €497,000;

— the highest median price was in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown at €600,000;

— Government policies, including the Help to Buy (HTB) and the ‘First Home’ 
Affordable Purchase Shared Equity schemes, have and will continue to inflate house 
prices;

— the Government delivered zero affordable purchase homes in 2020 or 2021;

— the Government has provided funding for just 550 affordable purchase homes 
through its Affordable Housing Fund in 2022;

— the Government’s affordable home targets agreed last month with local au-
thorities are not based on objective need; and

— in some schemes, such as O’Devaney Gardens, the full price of so-called af-
fordable homes will be over €400,000; and

calls on the Government to:
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— dramatically increase direct capital investment in the delivery by local au-
thorities and Approved Housing Bodies of genuinely affordable homes to purchase; 

— urgently revise the affordable purchase home targets agreed with local au-
thorities to deliver on average at least 4,000 affordable purchase homes a year from 
2022 to 2026;

— allow all local authorities to access the Affordable Housing Fund;

— scrap the HTB scheme and the ‘First Home’ Affordable Purchase Shared Eq-
uity scheme which push up prices, and divert the funding into the delivery of genu-
inely affordable homes; and

— ensure that all affordable purchase homes are sold at prices that working peo-
ple can afford.

What has Fianna Fáil got against homeownership?  Every time that party has been in gov-
ernment in recent times, house prices have risen and homeownership has fallen dramatically.  
On the previous occasion the Taoiseach, Deputy Micheál Martin, was in Cabinet, at the tail end 
of that period, when the current Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Deputy 
Darragh O’Brien, was a new backbencher, not only did house prices rise to their highest point 
in the history of the State, but homeownership fell at a more dramatic pace than ever before or 
since.  Now Fianna Fáil is back in government and in charge of housing and we are back to the 
bad old days�

According to the latest figures from the Central Statistics Office, CSO, in a month or two we 
will hit and pass the Celtic tiger peak for house prices�  Again, thanks to Fianna Fáil, homeown-
ership is a distant reality for far too many people�  The reason for that, of course, is the policies 
the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, has introduced�  I will consider some of them before I 
speak to the motion�

One of his first acts as Minister with responsibility for housing was to expand the high-
ly controversial so-called help-to-buy scheme.  Some 60% of the people who benefited from 
that scheme did not need it�  They had deposits and mortgages, according to an independent 
Oireachtas report, and large numbers of organisations and independent economists stated that 
the scheme would push up house prices  Next we had the shared equity loan scheme�  It has 
been mired in controversy for almost two years now because of strong opposition from the 
National Economic and Social Council, NESC, the Economic and Social Research Institute, 
ESRI, and the Central Bank.  Even the International Monetary Fund, IMF, last week criticised 
the potential risk of the scheme�  What will it do?  It will again push up house prices�

Not being satisfied with all of that, the Minister today introduced what has to be the craziest 
housing scheme I have heard from any Government in recent years.  He is going to give large 
private developers subsidies of up to €120,000 in Dublin and up to €144,000 outside Dublin, 
with no reduction in price for the purchaser and no affordability dividend.  It is a chronic waste 
of taxpayers’ money.  At best, it will lock in unaffordable excessive prices for apartments or, at 
worst, drive them even further upwards.

These are the reasons the latest CSO figures show house prices rising by 15% across the 
State and by 27% in Border areas.  The median house price across the State is €282,000 but in 
the Minister’s constituency the median price for a new house is almost €500,000.  That is what 
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you get when Fianna Fáil is in government.

I am sure the Minister will claim that his affordable housing fund, funding for local authori-
ties to deliver genuinely affordable homes, is another measure to tackle the problems Sinn Féin 
is raising tonight.  However, as the figures he gave me in response to a parliamentary question 
last week, which we published this week, show, that stands in stark contrast to the hundreds 
of millions Fianna Fáil gives to large developers.  On average, we will get 1,500 units a year 
through that fund, although it will be two or three years before we get there�  The annual targets 
for affordable purchase homes through the scheme are appallingly low, with only 400 such 
homes in Dublin city, fewer than 200 in the Minister’s constituency, 30 to 45 a year in the com-
muter belt and as few as 15 in some cities.  Is it any wonder that people cannot put an affordable 
roof over their heads? 

There is a better way, however.  The motion tabled by Sinn Féin, building on the costed 
alternative proposals in our alternative budget, shows how it can be done.  The Government 
needs to stop giving huge gifts to large developers and speculators and invest all of that money 
in the direct delivery of large volumes of genuinely affordable homes to purchase through local 
authorities, approved housing bodies, co-operatives such as Ó Cualann and community hous-
ing trusts.  We estimate that at least 4,000 genuinely affordable purchase homes, built on public 
land, are needed each year.  As the Minister knows, our innovative leasehold proposal would 
ensure not only that the homes are genuinely affordable but that, in addition, we would build 
up, year on year, a growing number of privately owned and privately tradeable but permanently 
affordable homes, not just for the first purchaser but for every purchaser into the future.

We also think the Minister should scrap all the crazy schemes that he claims assist people in 
buying homes, when, in fact, there are no entry level criteria, people get access to public money 
who do not need it and this drives up the price of public housing.  All of that money could be 
used to deliver the 4,000 genuinely affordable homes a year for which we are calling.

Every single local authority should be able to apply for the scheme.  The affordability test 
through the housing needs demand assessment was badly designed and the Minister has made 
some concessions in that regard.  The key point is that the one thing the Government can control 
is the amount of its investment on State land to develop genuinely affordable homes.  The Gov-
ernment is not doing that and it is not in the Minister’s plan.  Until he reverses that, the afford-
able housing crisis is going to get worse�  On that basis, I commend the motion to the House�

10/05/2022MM00200Deputy Thomas Gould: We are once again in this Chamber debating affordable housing 
and the desperate need to deliver it.  Cork City Council has been beating its targets in this regard 
for years.  In fact, it exceeds them in many years.  Right now, the council has been given a target 
of delivering 278 affordable houses and those homes are in the pipeline to be delivered.  The 
problem is that the targets are too small and not ambitious enough�  My colleague, Deputy Ó 
Broin, has set out a target of 4,000 homes a year, which would equate to a target of 400 a year 
for Cork City Council, or 10% of the social housing stock in the city�  This would turn out at 
a total of 1,600 homes.  The difference between the Minister’s plan for 278 homes a year and 
our plan for 1,600 reflects the fundamental difference between us in that the Government is not 
ambitious enough and does not understand what needs to be delivered.

The Minister’s figures are just a drop in the ocean.  My fear is that the Government is so out 
of touch and so misled in its priorities that the housing crisis will continue to get worse�  In my 
maiden speech in Cork City Council in 2009, I said that we had a housing crisis�  Thirteen years 
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later, the crisis is worse now than it ever was.  That has happened under the watch of Fianna Fáil 
and Fine Gael.  Instead of falsely accusing Sinn Féin of objecting to housing provision, which 
he does at virtually every opportunity he gets, the Minister would be better off looking at why 
a person appointed to An Bord Pleanála continued to vote for housing developments even after 
the Minister appointed a senior counsel to investigate serious allegations relating to conflicts of 
interest at the board�  Why do certain people in high positions, who are friends with Ministers 
and who earn more than the Taoiseach, feel they are above the law and above the Government?

The problem is that the priorities are all wrong�  Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael prioritise specu-
lators and developers, whereas Sinn Féin prioritises ordinary people and the delivery of afford-
able housing�  My colleague, Deputy Ó Broin, is bringing forward solutions�  It is all about 
finding solutions but, when it comes down to it, the Government is all about politics and look-
ing after the big people, the rich people and the developers.  That is the fundamental difference 
between us and it is why we have brought forward this motion.  Deputy Ó Broin’s proposals 
will make a real different to ordinary people’s lives.

10/05/2022MM00300Deputy Mairéad Farrell: People my age, when they look to the future, feel they have no 
chance of ever achieving homeownership.  As my colleagues have said, this is happening under 
the Government’s watch.  The common theme among my friends and co-workers I have had in 
the past is that they work day in and day out and nothing gets easier�  They feel they are com-
pletely locked out of homeownership.  We are seeing now that the increase in the cost of living 
is squeezing people more and more in terms of their ability to rent or buy a home.  At this time 
of the evening, people my age are going home after a long, hard day’s work, commuting long 
distances after what probably was a tough working day�  What are they going home to?  They 
are going home to overcrowded, cramped living situations or to their parents’ box room.  They 
are trying to scrimp and save as much as they can in order to be able, at some point, to own their 
own home�

What is the Minister saying to people like that in Galway city and county?  He is saying 
he will deliver 30 affordable homes in the city each year and 45 in the county.  That is nothing 
for the people who are waiting for a home and who have been trying, year in and year out, to 
save the money to be able to get a mortgage.  It does nothing for them.  Something I have seen 
time after time from the Government parties and their spokespeople and elected representatives 
in Galway is that they tell us a brilliant development is coming on board to deliver affordable 
housing in Galway city.  Week after week, people there contact me to ask when that provision 
will be delivered in order that they can have a chance to own their own home.  Only this week, 
I found out that the promised housing will not be available until 2024.  That is two years away.  
For people who cannot afford their rent and those who have had to move back in with their 
parents or grandparents, this is simply not good enough�

We know what is needed.  We know there must be more supply.  However, when we do see 
supply coming onboard in Galway, what we see is build-to-rent provision that is completely 
unaffordable for people who are working day in and day out.  We need 4,000 homes a year to 
be delivered, as my colleague, Deputy Ó Broin, said, and we need them at affordable prices.

10/05/2022MM00400Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire: Tacaím leis an moladh ón Teachta Ó Broin�  Is léir nach 
bhfuil na spriocanna atá ag an Roinn dóthanach go leor agus ní chuireann siad os ár gcomhair 
go leor tithe inacmhainne�  Tá an ghéarchéim tithíochta ag éirí níos measa ar go slite, go mór 
mór le roinnt míonna anuas�
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As previous speakers have noted, when we talk to young people, as I do in my constituency 
in Cork, their attitude is one of asking what they are supposed to do and what chance have they 
got.  They are working, some of them in well-paid jobs, but it is just not possible to afford a 
home.  They cannot afford to rent or buy and they definitely cannot afford to do both.  Hom-
eownership is absolutely out of reach and many of them do not qualify for social housing�  More 
and more, their future seems uncertain and insecure�  It seems impossible to plan for family, 
work or anything like that because they do not have any confidence in having a secure home.  
They feel their future is being taken away from them�  That is the attitude I encounter in the 
people I talk to in my constituency�

In many respects, things are getting worse.  House prices have increased by 30% since 2016 
and rents by 44%.  Cork city has the third highest rents in the State, averaging at more than 
€1,300 and rising.  Many people would say that is not too bad, given some of the rents one sees 
in the city, of €1,400, €1,500 and much higher, for relatively modest homes.  The Government 
has not shown adequate ambition to make housing affordable.  It is failing ordinary workers and 
families in Cork and across the State�  The targets it has set out are not anywhere near what is 
needed in terms of affordable housing.  There is provision for 76 affordable homes a year in the 
city and 38 in the county.  The county council covers a population of approximately 440,000.  
Are we expecting it to do the miracle of the loaves and fishes with 38 houses?  It simply will 
not be anywhere near enough to meet the needs of the number of people being knocked off the 
housing list, not qualifying for it or not being able to get an affordable mortgage.  It will go 
nowhere near far enough and those young people will continue to fear for their future�

10/05/2022MM00500Deputy Matt Carthy: Not a single affordable house will be provided over the next four 
years in counties Monaghan and Cavan, which I represent.  That is not speculation or a guess on 
my part.  It is the target number of affordable houses the Government has set for my constitu-
ency.  Some might say that at least there finally is a housing target the Government will meet.  In 
fact, it is a scandalous statement of reality.  The Minister’s response or justification, in essence, 
will be that house prices are not expensive enough in those counties to warrant being considered 
for inclusion under the affordable housing scheme.  This is despite the fact that house prices in 
the Border region increased by almost 25% last year and 17% the year before�  How high do 
prices have to get before affordable housing will be provided?

7 o’clock

The truth is that homeownership is already beyond the reach of most young workers and 
families and, at the same time, rents are completely out of control.  I want the Government 
either to accept that it is incapable of recognising the scale of the challenge or to admit it is 
not serious about meeting it�  It is one or the other�  We cannot say we are serious about hom-
eownership and delivering houses, as the Minister does in this House from time to time, while 
a couple with four children earning €27,000 cannot get on the social housing list in my county, 
cannot pay the rent and will never be in a position to buy their own home while the Government 
provides no affordable housing option to them.

  It is time to get real�  Either we accept that Deputy Ó Broin’s policies are there and ready 
to be implemented and will make a difference or we carry on as before with one false promise 
and one false dawn after another.  The truth is now evident: this Government and the parties 
that make up the Government simply do not have the capacity to address the housing needs of 
our people�
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10/05/2022NN00200Deputy Patricia Ryan: Last month my colleague, an Teachta Ó Broin, and I met officials 
from the housing department at Kildare County Council�  They were diplomatic in their an-
swers, but it is clear they are working with one hand tied behind their back�  Finance decisions 
from the Department are taking too long.  Approved housing bodies are hamstrung.  While 
many people may be critical of Kildare County Council, I know from first-hand experience that 
they are seriously understaffed and under-resourced.  It takes up to three months to get a reply 
to a basic representation sent to Kildare County Council.  Every reply to a query about hous-
ing states that there are 6,600 people on the council’s housing list�  The wait is ten to 12 years�  
People must find their own housing assistance payment, HAP, properties.  You would need the 
miracle of the loaves and the fish, as Deputy Ó Laoghaire said, to consider HAP tenancies a 
solution.  Today there are just 28 rental properties available in the whole of County Kildare, 
just one of which is within the HAP limits.  There are only three properties available to rent for 
under €1,000 a month.

It is clear the Government’s private market approach is not working and many people are 
suffering because of it.  I have a list of 13 families, nine couples and 11 single people whose 
landlords have given them notice to quit because they are selling the properties.  The current 
rules do not allow the council to buy property with tenants in situ.  I have dealt with couples in 
emergency accommodation who are being accommodated separately�  The nuclear family used 
to be held in high regard; it does not seem that way any more.  I have been helping a mother who 
is raising four children alone since her husband left�  This week she had to explain to four young 
children that the sign the landlord has put up outside her home means they will have to move.  
She faces emergency accommodation, if the council can actually find any, and the difficulty of 
getting kids to school in another town while trying to hold down her part-time job�

All these people are victims of poor Government policy.  The present Government’s policies 
are too investor- and developer-orientated.  My colleague, an Teachta Ó Broin, when he is Min-
ister with responsibility for housing, will change that.  We have seen from the recent affordable 
housing targets that this Government lacks the will and ambition to address the housing crisis it 
has created, and it has created it.  The Government proposes to build just 45 affordable houses 
in Kildare per year over the next five years.  That is barely a drop in the ocean of what is needed.  
The Government is out of touch and out of time.

10/05/2022NN00300Deputy Brian Stanley: I welcome the opportunity to speak to the motion�  What Sinn Féin 
is putting forward is very important.  It is part of our strategy to tackle the housing crisis by 
significantly increasing the number and delivery of affordable homes to buy.  It is important we 
have that big element of home purchase in our housing programmes.  That would make a mas-
sive difference to people throughout the country, especially in Laois-Offaly, where the hous-
ing crisis is having a devastating effect on the lives of too many people.  We have thousands 
of people trapped in private rental accommodation, where rents are out of control.  In Laois a 
three-bedroom house starts at €1,058 per month; in Offaly, €1,040.  The common asking rent 
for a house is now between €1,200 and €1,400 a month.  It is sky-high.  It is too high.  Many 
workers and families have incomes that are too high for the council’s social housing waiting 
list but too low to get mortgage approval from a bank.  Workers on low and middle incomes 
are locked out of homeownership, and that is the problem�  They earn too much for the council 
and social housing lists, yet they are trapped paying sky-high rents, which are higher than what 
a mortgage on a comparable property would cost.  I have dealt with cases where people are 
paying rent of €1,200 or €1,300 per month.  If they could get a mortgage to buy a house of the 
same size, they would be paying €800 a month.  It is crazy stuff.  In Laois-Offaly a couple earn-
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ing more than - wait for it - €504 a week are over the income threshold for council and social 
housing, while a couple with two children are over the limit if they earn just €528.  What are 
they supposed to do?

I raised this with the Minister and he sent a reply to me two weeks ago�  I keep getting the 
same reply, which is that Department officials are looking at the matter.  The Government needs 
to sort it out.  We need to do more to help these workers.  We need to deliver affordable homes 
for purchase.  Figures provided to Deputy Ó Broin in recent weeks, which I have in front of 
me, reveal that the Government target under the affordable housing fund scheme from 2022 to 
2026 for all of Laois is an average of nine houses per year, 38 in total, with none, not one single 
house, for Offaly.  That is totally unacceptable.  Sinn Féin calls on the Government to revise 
the affordable home targets agreed with local authorities and to deliver an average of at least 
4,000 affordable purchase homes a year throughout the State over the next four years.  More 
importantly, we need to deliver affordable homes that can be sold at prices that work and that 
people can afford.  The housing crisis is devastating the lives of workers and families across 
the country, and the Government and every one of us must do more to ensure people can buy 
genuinely affordable homes.

10/05/2022NN00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
move amendment No. 1:

To delete all words after “That Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes that:

— as recognised in the Government’s Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for 
Ireland (Housing for All) strategy, there is a housing crisis in Ireland affecting ordi-
nary working people who aspire to the security of home ownership, which demands 
a response from the Government on an unprecedented scale;

— Ireland is experiencing an acute gap between housing supply and demand, 
exacerbated by the economic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and global supply-
chain disruption, which requires both short and longer-term State interventions to 
address it;

— increased supply in the coming years is the fundamental solution to Ireland’s 
housing problems, along with a targeted range of measures to increase access to af-
fordable homes for those that need this support; and

— it is the ambition of the Government that everybody should have access to 
sustainable, good quality housing to purchase or rent at an affordable price, with the 
Housing for All strategy launched last year setting out plans to achieve this; 

welcomes:

— the development and implementation of the Housing for All strategy, and the 
commitment to massively expand the role of the State and to spend unprecedented 
sums of Exchequer multi-annual funding commitments to achieve the Government’s 
aims;

— the ambitious targets in the Housing for All strategy of over 300,000 new 
homes by 2030, including 36,000 for affordable purchase homes and 18,000 Cost 
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Rental homes to provide competitive rents and long-term security of tenure for mid-
dle income earners, recognising that delivery will ramp up over time with increases 
in industry capacity and the effects of Government interventions;

— the successive record levels of State investment in housing under Budget 2021 
and Budget 2022, comprised of capital investment of over €4 billion and including 
funding of €676 million specifically focused on affordability measures this year;

— the enactment of the Affordable Housing Act 2021, the most comprehensive 
housing affordability legislation in the history of this State, which was passed over-
whelmingly by this House and provided the basis for two new affordable purchase 
schemes and a national Cost Rental scheme;

— the use, for the first time, of a Housing Need and Demand Assessment, which 
was developed in co-operation with the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI) and which supports the identification of the level of housing need for afford-
ability constrained households on a local authority basis;

— the setting of distinct affordable housing delivery targets for local authorities, 
the Approved Housing Body (AHB) sector, the Land Development Agency (LDA) 
and the ‘First Home’ Affordable Purchase Shared Equity scheme, which sees the 
numbers of affordable purchase and Cost Rental homes in the period to 2026 set 
at almost 29,000; this includes a target of 9,000 homes for local authorities, 8,000 
for the ‘First Home’ Affordable Purchase Shared Equity scheme, almost 4,000 for 
AHBs, and almost 8,000 for the LDA;

— the confirmation that measures introduced by the Housing for All strategy 
are helping to increase housing supply, with 5,669 new homes added to the national 
stock in Q1 of this year, the most in any first quarter since this official statistic began 
back in 2011, and 22,219 new homes completed in the last four quarters;

— the clear increase in construction activity visible in the 34,846 new homes 
commenced in the 12 months to March 2022, the highest rolling 12-month total since 
comparable data was first published;

— the positive independent forecasts from the ESRI and the Central Bank, de-
spite foreseen disruptions to construction, of housing completions for 2022 and 2023 
meeting and potentially exceeding the targets in the Housing for All strategy;

— the passage of the Land Development Agency Act 2021, establishing a power-
ful new body with a remit to take a strong role in delivering affordable housing for 
rent and purchase;

— the delivery this year, for the first time in well over a decade, of affordable 
homes made available for purchase by local authorities, with the first such homes be-
ing made available in Cork City, Fingal and South Dublin at significantly discounted 
prices ranging from approximately €218,000 to €285,000, with more new homes to 
follow across the country later in the year;

— the planned launch in the coming months of the national ‘First Home’ Afford-
able Purchase Shared Equity scheme in the private market, which will help around 
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8,000 first-time buyers to purchase new homes in the lower half of the price distribu-
tion over the years to 2026;

— the Government’s reform and expansion of the Local Authority Home Loan, 
with a budget of €250 million in 2022 alone, to improve affordability for lower and 
middle-income earners through lower fixed interest rate long-term loans, and broad-
ening of the eligibility criteria to support higher numbers of single applicants strug-
gling to purchase in Dublin, Cork and Galway; and

— the fact that over 32,700 first-time buyers’ households have been supported 
into home ownership by the Help to Buy scheme since 2017; and

fully supports:

— the Government’s continuing work under the Housing for All strategy in part-
nership with local authorities, the LDA, AHBs, and private industry which over the 
course of the plan will deliver an average of 4,000 affordable purchase and 2,000 
Cost Rental homes per year;

— the use of the multi-annual Affordable Housing Fund to support local authori-
ties in delivering new homes for affordable purchase and Cost Rental, with 1,731 
new homes approved for funding so far, and further applications from local authori-
ties currently under assessment;

— the new affordable purchase schemes via local authorities and ‘First Home’ 
Affordable Purchase Shared Equity, which will support households with affordabil-
ity challenges to achieve home ownership;

— the further expansion of the Cost Rental sector in Ireland, which has already 
seen the first homes tenanted at rates of 40 per cent below market through the work 
of local authorities, the LDA, and AHBs; and

— the LDA’s ambitious plans to deliver affordable homes, with construction to 
begin this year on over 800 new homes in Cork City and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, 
planning applications recently lodged for over 2,300 more homes on other State 
lands, and proposals under the Home Building Partnership (Project Tosaigh) to de-
liver 5,000 new homes by 2026 through engagement with private developers to un-
lock land with full planning permission that is not being developed due to financing 
and other constraints�”

I thank the Deputy opposite for tabling the motion to give us an opportunity to have a debate 
on homeownership and affordable housing and to interrogate some of the things Members have 
said�  I welcome that opportunity�  One thing that is and should be recognised is that there is 
absolutely a difficulty with affordability.  The whole thrust of Housing for All is to tackle that.  
I will expand on that shortly.  There is and has been a fundamental difficulty with supply, and 
we cannot ignore that�  We cannot ignore the past two years or, indeed, the past ten years of un-
dersupply.  That is why it is crucial the Government brought forward the Housing for All plan, 
which is the first plan any government has brought forward that is funded on a multi-annual 
basis to the tune of €4 billion to deliver more new-build social homes than ever before, 90,000 
between now and 2030 and 9,000 alone this year, with 54,000 affordable homes, 29,000 of them 
between now and 2026�  I will deal with the matters raised in Sinn Féin’s motion and some of 
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the statements Members have made.  We are delivering cost rental for the first time ever, and 
we need private homes too.  We need 300,000 new homes between now and 2030 to address the 
undersupply of housing.  We passed the Affordable Housing Act.  I welcomed the support of 
most Deputies, with the exception of, I think, about eight at that stage, because I assumed from 
the fact Members opposite supported the Bill that they supported the thrust of the legislation�

Let us deal with the analysis that has been made based on a response to a parliamentary 
question.  There has been a deliberate misrepresentation of the affordable housing targets that 
have been set.  The affordable housing targets that have been referred to relate to local authori-
ty-delivered affordable homes and number 7,550 in total across the 31 local authorities between 
now and 2026�  What it states in the response to an Teachta Ó Broin, a fact to which he did not 
refer earlier, is that, in addition to that targeted local authority delivery, affordable purchase and 
cost rental homes will also be made available by approved housing bodies - they deliver real 
homes too, as I think Members opposite will be aware - and by the Land Development Agency, 
LDA, in these local authority areas as part of the overall affordable housing delivery commit-
ment under Housing for All.  In addition to that will be the affordable homes delivered under 
the First Home shared equity scheme, which we will launch and which will be available to 
people from 1 July of this year�  Each member of the Sinn Féin Party has decided to look at just 
part, one aspect, of that delivery.  That does not include Part V delivery either, I might add, and 
Members opposite know that too, but it does not suit their narrative.  That is okay.

We need to get back to a bit of reality and back to some truth and be honest with people�  
Yes, there is an issue with affordability.  I am acutely aware of that.  I believe in homeownership 
and I believe in giving people a start so that they can own their own homes.

When I look at the Sinn Féin “plan” - I use that word loosely - which is a 16-page docu-
ment, eight pages of which are nice pictures of cups of coffee, I look through what Sinn Féin 
has looked for�

10/05/2022OO00200Deputy Martin Browne: For example?

10/05/2022OO00300Deputy Darragh O’Brien: This is Sinn Féin’s policies.  Sinn Féin states it will deliver “the 
largest public housing building programme in the history of the State�”  We are actually doing 
it�  How Deputy Ó Broin was saying Sinn Féin will do it is by bringing total capital spend to 
€2.8 billion per year.  We are putting in €4 billion per year, €1.2 billion more than Sinn Féin.

10/05/2022OO00400Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Not true, just not true�

10/05/2022OO00500Deputy Darragh O’Brien: Now let us talk about affordability.  The Affordable Housing 
Act 2021 is in place.  We have published the affordable purchase regulations.  It is open.  There 
will be people in affordable purchase homes this year.  Deputy Ó Broin has neglected to men-
tion Project Tosaigh and the delivery through the LDA.  We will have hundreds of affordable 
purchase homes this year and hundreds more cost rental�

What is the Sinn Féin affordable purchase scheme?  People need to know this.  Eligibil-
ity for affordable housing would be set at a gross income of €55,000 for a single person and 
€85,000 for a couple.  People like the garda and the nurse who are earning €44,000 per year, on 
the median of their grades, will not be eligible for affordable housing through Sinn Féin’s hous-
ing plan�  Deputy Ó Broin wrote this, or maybe he did not�  This is Deputy Ó Broin’s policy�

10/05/2022OO00600Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Two years out of date�
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10/05/2022OO00700Deputy Darragh O’Brien: They will not be eligible�

10/05/2022OO00800Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Two years out of date�

10/05/2022OO00900Deputy Darragh O’Brien: We will not do this again, will we, a Cheann Comhairle?  Dep-
uty Ó Broin, as he behaved last week, is consistently interrupting.

10/05/2022OO01000Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: The Minister asked me a question�

10/05/2022OO01100Deputy Darragh O’Brien: Sinn Féin’s plan is there as well�  It does not address any capac-
ity issues.  We must be realistic in what can be delivered.  It is important one is open, honest 
and realistic with people.  What we have detailed for each local authority, and agreed with each 
of them, is their direct delivery and that does not include LDA delivery, Part 5 delivery and first 
home shared equity delivery.

10/05/2022OO01200Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: There are no targets�

10/05/2022OO01300Deputy Darragh O’Brien: What have we targeted?  The real target, not the targets that 
have come out of the mouths of Sinn Féin, that we have set between this and then is 29,000 af-
fordable homes between now and 2026�  This is happening already�  How do we do that?  We 
need to increase supply and, to respond to Deputy Gould, it is a problem when people continu-
ally object to housing�  That is just a reality�

10/05/2022OO01400Deputy Thomas Gould: That is not true�

10/05/2022OO01500Deputy Darragh O’Brien: Let us see what is really happening out there�  Let us look at 
the figures with regards to increased housing supply.  In the first quarter of this year, there were 
5,669 new homes completed.  There were 34,846 commencement notices received in the 12 
months to February this year�  It was the single biggest number of commencement notices in a 
12-month period since figures were collated in 2011, and it was the same with quarter 1.

What we need to do is to make sure there are homes for people to purchase�  How are we 
doing that?  We are doing it through the affordable housing fund, which, by the way, is open to 
every local authority.  There are 18 local authorities in the plan right now.  We addressed it last 
week as well where we have other schemes coming in from other local authorities.  What have 
I done with the affordable housing fund?  We have raised the subvention to €100,000 to address 
affordability issues in the areas in which they are most acute, particularly in the cities but not 
exclusively so.  That has been done already.  Some 1,731 new homes have been approved under 
the affordable housing fund already.  One does not turn this around overnight.  The Housing 
for All plan was launched last September and is taking root already.  People deserve honesty.  
They deserve a real plan that will work and that is taking effect rather than them coming here 
and quoting figures that are one quarter of what Deputy Ó Broin knows anyway, because he 
deliberately left out the other part of the answer within the parliamentary question�  That might 
suit a narrative, and that is fine.  In fairness, people will look through that.

Let us look at what homeownership means to Sinn Féin.  I have been clear that I believe 
in homeownership and I believe people should get a start, but Sinn Féin’s affordable housing 
would apparently deliver leasehold homes.  One would not own the home at the end of it and 
Sinn Féin would restrict who can buy that home and whom one can sell it to�  What it is con-
ditional homeownership�  We need to make sure that across the board the measures taken by 
the Government activate supply.  That is the reason the Croí Cónaithe cities fund was launched 
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today.  Believe it or not, there are thousands of planning permissions, particularly in the cities, 
where we need compact urban growth.  We need to develop within the cities the brownfield sites 
that Sinn Féin says it wants to develop.  One needs a plan to do so and we are brave enough to 
put that forward and deliver it.

10/05/2022OO01600Deputy Matt Carthy: Brilliant, having given developers a second bailout.

10/05/2022OO01700Deputy Darragh O’Brien: Deputy Carthy was not here last week for the debate on rent-----

10/05/2022OO01800Deputy Matt Carthy: I was watching�

10/05/2022OO01900Deputy Darragh O’Brien: -----but the Deputy is carrying on as his colleagues did last 
week by continually interrupting me�

10/05/2022OO02000Deputy Matt Carthy: If the Minister speaks nonsense, he will be challenged on it�

10/05/2022OO02100Deputy Darragh O’Brien: I respect this Chamber and always have.  Deputy Carthy may 
not, and that is fine.  What I would say to Deputy Carthy is that his own party’s spokesperson, 
in an article recently, talked about negotiating with developers and flipping developments, but 
Deputy Ó Broin will put in place a strict price control.  Then Deputy Ó Broin will move people 
out of commercial construction with some type of magic wand that he will have, and tell them 
not to build those hospitals and schools and instead to build these homes�  One does not do it 
that way�  One has got to build�

10/05/2022OO02200Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: It is called planning law�

10/05/2022OO02300Deputy Darragh O’Brien: One has got to build capacity�  That is why the Housing for All 
plan has already brought back the capacity of the construction sector to pre-pandemic levels 
and will create at least 29,000 new jobs�  Some 9,000 new apprenticeships, in the 12 months to 
date, have already been filled in that space.  That is how one does it.  One must be open and hon-
est with people�  One must realise, by the way, that it is not just a question of saying to people 
not to build that and instead to come over and build our 40,000 homes.  We tried to get some 
answers out of Deputy Ó Broin previously when he said Sinn Féin would deliver 40,000 homes 
this year�  How long will that take Sinn Féin?  Where will they be built?  Who will build them?  
How will Sinn Féin pay for them?  The difference is that the Government’s plan is published, 
it is detailed with action points and it is backed with real money - €1.2 billion more than Sinn 
Féin’s - because I believe in homeownership and in public housing.  The difference between 
the Government and Sinn Féin is we are delivering it and Sinn Féin just likes to talk about it.

10/05/2022OO02400Deputy Martin Browne: The SDLP did as well�

10/05/2022OO02500An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Tully is sharing with Deputies Martin Browne, Seán Crowe 
and Clarke�

10/05/2022OO02600Deputy Pauline Tully: There is a section of the population who just cannot afford to buy a 
home in Ireland today.  This cohort, often called the squeezed middle, would say they pay for 
everything and are entitled to nothing, but house prices continue to spiral upwards.  The CSO 
residential property price index report for February 2022 shows that house prices across the 
State have risen by 13.5% and the median new-build house price for first-time buyers is now 
€335,000.  That is not affordable for most people.  The Minister’s response is a five-year total 
target for local authority affordable housing delivery of 5,555 houses.  It is dreadfully unambi-
tious.  An entire generation is locked out of homeownership and the Government is only fund-
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ing local authorities to build 7,550 affordable houses between now and 2026.

Worse still is that the Government seems to think that there is no housing crisis in many 
parts of the country.  In my constituency, for example, not one of these 7,550 affordable houses 
is to be delivered in either Cavan or Monaghan, and yet the Daft.ie house price report of 2022 
shows an 18.2% year-on-year average house price increase in Cavan from quarter 1 of last year 
to quarter 2 of 2022 and a 15�87% year-on-year increase in Monaghan for the same period�  
People simply cannot afford to get on the housing ladder.

People who lost their home to relationship breakdown or mortgage repossession face an 
uncertain future in the private rental sector.  Increasingly, the alternative option of renting is not 
possible for many people�  The latest report from the Residential Tenancies Board indicates that 
rent increases for new tenancies grew by 9% State-wide in the last three months of 2021�  Once 
again, if I refer to my constituency counties of Cavan and Monaghan, rents increased by 6.6% 
and 15.5%, respectively, over the same period.

The Government is not doing enough.  The affordable purchase targets are embarrassingly 
low.  Only 18 counties are included in the targets.  The rest, like Cavan and Monaghan, will 
have zero delivery of local authority affordable housing.  We need an average of at least 4,000 
genuinely affordable houses for working people each year and we need them built by each local 
authority�  I ask the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, to do something to help the many people 
who cannot afford to buy a house.  They cannot afford to rent.  They are not eligible for HAP or 
the rental accommodation scheme, RAS�  They are not eligible for any rent supplement�  They 
are forced to live with their parents.  In this day and age, it is disgraceful.

10/05/2022PP00100Deputy Martin Browne: The number of people who are either locked out of homeowner-
ship or even locked out of rental accommodation is genuinely staggering.  Leaving the statistics 
aside for the moment, all Deputies know from the calls they get to their offices that there is a 
fundamental problem with the availability of accommodation.  No family type is immune to 
this, be it families with young children, single parents with limited means or single people�  
We have heard sad and horrific stories from them all and have tried to assist them in a housing 
market that is out of their reach whether it is to rent or to purchase�  It is awful to see people 
in this situation and it is appalling to know that the options to help them are extremely limited�

It is common sense to devise a plan that tackles the housing crisis from every angle, whether 
from a rental point of view or from a purchasing perspective.  However, this Government does 
not think so.  That is apparent from the affordable housing targets up to 2026.  The Minister has 
the cheek to talk about narratives and the truth.  He has failed, just like other Deputies on that 
side of the House who have been Ministers with responsibility for housing.  According to the 
Daft.ie latest house price report, the average listing price in Tipperary increased year on year by 
14�3%�  These price hikes contribute to local authority housing lists which are creaking at the 
seams.  At the same time, families are in hostels or sleeping on floors or sofas in the homes of 
friends or family members.  Outrageously, Tipperary does not even feature in the Government’s 
unambitious affordable housing targets up to 2026.  This is at a time when the local authority 
is not only unable to provide accommodation for those on the lengthy housing list but is also 
struggling, and sometimes is unable, to provide emergency accommodation for those in need.

Thousands of euro are being spent weekly on getting emergency accommodation in bed 
and breakfast accommodation and hotels instead of providing councils with the capacity that I 
call for.  The Government prefers this than to allow local authorities such as Tipperary County 
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Council to access the affordable housing fund.  We are calling for all local authorities to be al-
lowed to access the affordable housing fund and to stop this practice of exclusion that destroys 
lives and severely affects families.  The unambitious affordable purchase home targets must be 
revised to deliver an average of at least 4,000 affordablepurchase houses per year from 2022 
to 2026.  The Government must also stop contributing to the rising housing costs by scrapping 
the help-to-buy scheme and shared equity loan schemes, which push up prices, and divert the 
funding into the delivery of genuinely affordable houses.  The chief priority is that the Govern-
ment must learn that giving massive handouts to big developers to deliver overpriced houses 
never works because struggling home buyers and the taxpayer will always be the big losers in 
that situation�

10/05/2022PP00200Deputy Seán Crowe: I stood here almost two years ago speaking on a Sinn Féin motion 
on the need to respect the demands of Irish people and to do something, anything, to mend the 
utterly broken system that is the Irish housing market�  Housing was one of the biggest issues 
in the 2020 general election and the new Government made a great deal of noise about the 
delivery of affordable housing.  Two years later, we are asking where the promised housing is.  
The Government’s affordable housing targets lack ambition, as many contributors have said.  
The poor delivery is not the fault of councils or councillors, but of a Government that could not 
deliver an affordable and workable affordable housing scheme.

As the Minister knows, affordable is not affordable in many areas.  We need at least 4,000 
affordable homes per year, not the 7,000 every five years in the current plan.  South Dublin 
County Council, which is my area, will only see approximately 230 affordable homes per year.  
Schemes in Killinarden, Clonburris and Rathcoole had over 3,000 expressions of interest.  In 
just one estate, 297 couples wanted to be considered for 16 houses�  The demand is there, but we 
are not meeting it.  Affordable housing would serve to normalise the housing market, take peo-
ple out of the rental market and bring house prices down for everyone.  Many just cannot afford 
to buy or to rent, so what are they to do?  There is no way that the majority of young people in 
my area could afford to buy a home.  If one is paying obscene rents and the cost of living is ris-
ing, average incomes are not enough.  If one is lucky enough to get a deposit together, one then 
has to get in ahead of the investment firms that can outbid anybody with their unlimited funds.

Two years into the Government’s term, we need a massive house building programme on 
public lands and a scheme that delivers affordable housing to people who need it.  Handouts 
to big developers who deliver overpriced homes will do nothing for struggling home buyers or 
hard-pressed taxpayers�  We need a change from the Minister�

10/05/2022PP00300Deputy Sorca Clarke: The extent of the Minister’s affordable housing plans in Longford-
Westmeath has been laid bare�  They are soul-destroying for anybody who needs a local au-
thority-delivered home.  Yesterday was the first time I have ever seen a reply to a parliamentary 
question discussed in such detail in a local shop, and the commentary was absolutely damning�  
Not one affordable home for Longford was included in that response to Deputy Ó Broin - zero.  
Last September, I read into the record the local media coverage of affordable housing when the 
director of services “expressed his fears as written correspondence received by his department 
returned not very encouraging insights as to where Longford fits into the Government’s plan”.  
It is now crystal clear where Longford fits; it is in black and white.  It fits nowhere for local 
authority-delivered affordable homes.  What has been done to right this inherent wrong?  Has 
the Minister received the housing needs and demand analysis from Longford County Council, 
as discussed recently in the housing committee?  What engagement has there been to ensure 
that County Longford is not excluded?  What was the true purpose of that much-lauded back-
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bencher letter to the Minister’s Department?

From 2022 to 2026, the so-called affordable housing target to be delivered by the local au-
thority for Westmeath is 76, an average of 15 houses annually.  I have had more constituents 
with notices to quit in a day in my Westmeath offices.  What my constituents in Longford-
Westmeath need is a dramatic increase in direct capital investment in local authority, genuinely 
affordable homes to buy.  The CSO price index shows an 11% increase in Longford and a 9.2% 
increase in Westmeath in the median price of a home�  Despite the Minister’s rhetoric about be-
lieving in homeownership, rhetoric does not build properties.  Investment does, and investment 
in local authorities will meet the need for affordable housing.

We appear to have ever-changing and contradictory interpretations of what the word “lease” 
means from the Government.  After all, the Taoiseach told us that leasing the national maternity 
hospital is the equivalent of owning.

10/05/2022PP00400Deputy Ged Nash: I agree with Deputy Clarke’s assessment and analysis�  Unfortunately, 
it is an all-too-common description that she has outlined to the House.  I do not always find 
myself in full agreement with every sentence of every Sinn Féin motion or Bill that is presented 
to the House.  We have our differences, and that is the cut and thrust of politics and is to be 
expected.  However, I find myself agreeing with every sentence in the motion before us.  I do 
so without any hesitation�

In any progressive society and successful economy worth the name the aspiration to one day 
own one’s own home should be within the reach of most, if not all, working people�  I know 
the Minister agrees with that sentiment and that ambition.  However, we have been saying for a 
considerable number of years that nowhere is the social contract more broken than in respect of 
housing supply.  When we talk about housing supply, we know the trick is to get the diversity 
of that supply right.  That means a mix of public homes, affordable homes and private homes 
built to last through the life cycle in a community and reflecting the rich diversity in every com-
munity.  Regrettably, the approach taken by the last Government and continued by this one, 
with some small changes, is all wrong�  Whether it relates to public housing, cost rental or the 
building of affordable homes, the excessive reliance on private developers to deliver the stock 
we need is the Achilles heel of this Government’s housing project.

As the motion notes, both Housing for All and the Government’s proposals for affordable 
housing more generally lack ambition with regard to the provision of the required amount of 
housing annually.  I agree with that assessment.  This is even more stark when one looks at the 
specific proposals for the provision of affordable purchase homes and cost rental.  At the time 
of the launch of Housing for All, commentators such as the ESRI suggested that up to 50,000 
homes a year may need to be delivered on an annual basis to meet the requirements of our grow-
ing population.  Since then, as the Minister has said, the challenge has become even deeper with 
the crisis in Ukraine and the responsibilities the State has in welcoming refugees fleeing their 
war-torn country�

The State needs to have greater ambition with respect to the provision of housing and how 
much is required every year.  This is even more so with respect to the delivery of affordable 
housing and all it entails.  Up to 2030 there will be 18,000 cost rental units.  This is an average 
of only 2,000 apartments and homes that will be delivered through this stream each year.  The 
commitment to 10,000 social homes a year is simply not enough given the demands that we 
face.  We all know this.  As I stated earlier in my contribution, the Government continues to 
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rely excessively on the private sector for the delivery of housing generally and the supply of af-
fordable housing more specifically.  We believe the State should provide a minimum of 20,000 
homes a year�  This requires a much more direct and hands-on role in the housing system than 
the Minister is prepared to take�

I am very concerned by the Government’s repeated focus on the incentivisation of inves-
tors in the private sector, especially in the build-to-rent sector.  This will simply not deliver 
sustainable communities or secure housing�  This is back in focus in light of recent reports that 
the Minister is considering providing incentives of more than €100,000 to developers to build 
apartments.  We have to stop doling out cash to incentivise development rather than recognising 
that to resolve the housing crisis what is required is direct State delivery at a much higher level 
and a more intensive rate.  In addition, we must give local authorities the funding they need to 
build homes�  Data show that expenditure has decreased by 53% from last year�  We need an-
swers as to why the State is not properly funding direct build projects and instead is proposing 
yet another set of grants for developers.  The delivery of homes rather than profits must be the 
priority.  We are at odds with the Minister over how best it should be done.

The motion is about the affordability of homes.  The question of what constitutes afford-
ability is another question that divides the House.  The Government needs to put a clear defini-
tion of affordability on a statutory footing.  My colleague Senator Moynihan has been saying 
this for a long time.  This definition should approach affordability from the perspective of an 
ordinary person seeking a roof over their heads rather than simply a market discount.  The mo-
tion rightly points to affordability at O’Devaney Gardens where the full price is considered to 
be €400,000.  This is four times the salary of a Deputy.  I say this for context and illustrative 
purposes.  Affordability must be defined by the income of one individual rather than predicated 
on the idea that everyone buying a home is doing so in a traditional family unit, if I can describe 
it as such, or a couple.  Family and household formation, as we all know, is very diverse these 
days�  It comes in many forms and this is as it should be�  More than 400,000 people in Ireland 
live alone.  Single people should not be locked out of the market simply because of their family 
status and how they decide to live their lives.

Housing for All still does not deliver enough State-led social and affordable housing.  The 
Labour Party wants this increased to 20,000 homes per year to address existing need and unmet 
demand.  We believe, as we said last October in the costed proposals of our alternative budget, 
we should build a further 2,000 social homes in 2022 in addition to the targeted 10,000 under all 
delivery streams funded for next year under the national development plan.  The Government 
also proposes a further 2,100 affordable homes this year. 

We believe a fund should be established to provide increased levels of affordable hous-
ing over five years, starting with €5 billion from the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund and 
€500 million of annual seed capital.  This would make good social and economic sense.  It 
would make economic sense from an investment point of view for the taxpayer over the longer 
term�  It would make our economy more successful�  I say this because when we speak to the 
American Chamber of Commerce, IBEC and other employer bodies, they tell us that from a 
competitiveness perspective they are no longer concerned about issues such as labour costs and 
other issues they have routinely raised with politicians over the years.  What they are speaking 
about now in terms of our competitiveness challenge is the lack of affordable homes for the 
skilled workers on whom our economic success and competitiveness in terms of foreign direct 
investment will depend.  This is a massive challenge.  Even if we have Government Members 
whose the ideology is that there is no function for the State - they believe it should be decided 
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by the market and only the market should provide homes, with some additional units provided 
by local authorities - if they are interested in the development of the economy they should say 
we really need to crack this for our future economic success�  It needs to be looked at through 
an economic lens also�

Many colleagues have mentioned the experience in their constituencies of the provision and 
supply of affordable and private homes to buy.  House prices in my constituency of Louth rose 
by 8% in the first few months of 2022.  This is on top of the 12% rise we saw a year ago.  The 
average price of a home in my county is €257,000.  This is more than 100% above the lowest 
point in the previous recession, which is in recent memory as we all know.  We are still living 
with the consequences of it and the dysfunctionality of the housing market and the housing sup-
ply system more generally.  When we look at these figures, it is much more pronounced in my 
home area of Drogheda given the proximity to Dublin.  The averages in Louth do not tell the 
entire story�

Yesterday we had a shocking story in the Irish Independent.  The figures speak for them-
selves.  Only a tiny number of affordable purchase homes will be built between now and 2026 
under the Government’s targets.  In Louth only 45 homes will be built on average every year.  
It is one of the fastest growing parts of the country.  As we know, many people are leaving the 
capital to live in areas such as Drogheda, Laytown and Bettystown, which are within half an 
hour or three quarters of an hour by public transport or car to the city centre�  This is a derisory 
level of investment given the scale of the challenge.

The Minister will especially understand this point.  He should take the advice of senior of-
ficials in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Central Bank and scrap 
the ridiculous help-to-buy scheme.  It is a subsidy for developers.  That is all it is.  It is driving 
house prices up.  It is a deadweight investment.  It is bad public policy.  The money allocated 
to it from the shared equity scheme should be diverted directly to those who would build the 
affordable homes we need.

10/05/2022QQ00200Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: I thank an Teachta Ó Broin for the motion�  The Social Demo-
crats will support it.  It gives us an opportunity to discuss these issues on affordability and 
housing�  I want to respond to a couple of things the Minister said�  He spoke about the need 
for supply and the problem with people objecting to housing�  It is worth noting that the people 
who voted to dezone land earmarked specifically for 100 social housing homes in South Dub-
lin County Council were not, as far as I know, Green Party councillors or from People Before 
Profit, the Social Democrats, Independents, Sinn Féin or the Labour Party.  The people who did 
it were Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael councillors.  They voted to dezone the land in the middle of 
a housing emergency.  If the decision is not reversed it will deprive us of 100 social homes that 
are badly needed in south Dublin�  If the Minister is serious in his comments on this, he really 
should call on these councillors to reconsider their position�  He should show some leadership 
on it�

We saw at the launch of Housing for All, and we heard again in the Chamber today, Min-
isters commenting on their belief in home ownership�  They can say that all they want but the 
reality is that under the Government, home ownership is in freefall.  It has been collapsing since 
Fine Gael took office in 2011.  The Parliamentary Budget Office, which is independent, recently 
concluded that home ownership among adults of prime working age between 25 to 54 in Ireland 
has collapsed�  We know from analysis done by Mel Reynolds and Lorcan Sirr that the number 
of new homes available for individuals to buy last year fell to its lowest level in several years to 
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fewer than 6,000.  There were only 5,698 new homes available for individuals to buy through-
out Ireland.  Why is this happening?  It is because more and more investment funds are buying 
up homes and more and more build to rent is dominating�  Analysis by Dublin City Council 
shows that 82% of planning permissions sought or obtained in 2020 were for build to rent�  That 
is what is happening under this Government.

The previous speaker said the Government was considering giving a grant of €100,000 to 
developers.  Unfortunately, there is no evidence this is under consideration.  The Government 
has published the details of this and it is not €100,000.  It is up €120,000 per apartment.  This is 
effectively a gift of public money to developers.  What is it with this Government gifting public 
money and resources to private interests?  Why is it so keen on doing this?  Why will it not use 
that money to create better public services and directly build more affordable and cost rental 
homes?  For €120,000, it could buy the sites for these apartments at probably about €30,000 and 
then build them out as affordable or cost rental at much more affordable rates using low interest 
loans from the Housing Finance Agency that are much more cost effective than private finance.  
Why is the Government not doing that?  It is not even €120,000 that is the cap on this.  The 
document published by the Government says that while it has a ceiling of €120,000, it may be 
exceeded by no more than 20% in certain cases so the real cap could be €144,000 per developer.  
Should we be surprised when developers come back and say building costs have increased and 
end up looking for more?

The key issue in terms of this gifting of public money to developers is the question of who 
asked for it�  Who asked for it?  It was not the ESRI or any independent commentators�  I am 
quite sure that when we get the detail, we will find that the people who asked for this are devel-
opers and their lobbyists.  The Government document on this and how it defines the viability 
gap reads like something straight out of what the developers and their lobbyists talk about.  In 
fact, the viability gap was not an issue several years ago but is something that has been exploit-
ed quite considerably by developers and their lobbyists.  I want to quote from a paper by Dr. 
Richard Waldron.  He interviewed policymakers, planners, politicians and lobbyists for the de-
velopment industry.  He said that “a complicit State has further liberalised the planning system, 
introducing an array of policies that are ever more facilitative of development interests”.  He 
goes on to discuss the viability cap.  What is this viability gap?  How is it defined?  We are not 
told how it is defined by the Government in what it has published.  It has not told us whether it 
includes a profit margin of at least 15% for developers, because that is how they define their vi-
ability gap.  Is the Government going to come clean and tell us whether its subsidy of €120,000, 
which may go up to €144,000, per apartment will include a profit margin of at least 15% profit 
for developers, because that is how they define viability?  These are resources that could and 
should be put directly into affordable purchase homes and cost rental built on a not-for-profit 
basis rather than this developer-led way.

I will quote once more from Dr� Waldron because it is important�  A lobbyist featured in his 
research spoke about how they have inputted into the planning process.  The lobbyist said they 
gave all the headings, the first draft was written, the lobbyist reviewed it, described what they 
wanted in terms of the level of tax relief, a policy was agreed and the law was written up.  That 
is what developers are telling researchers in terms of their influence on planning, tax and other 
aspects of housing policy�

Incredibly, no affordability is built into this.  I do not think we should be giving a subsidy to 
developers at all, but if we do, surely there should be some sort of affordability criterion.  There 
is none.  The homes are going to be sold at market value but we are not told how the market 
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value will be set exactly.  Regarding build to rent schemes and investment funds, which are 
pushing up the price of apartments, will market values be set against them, because they are 
impossible values for most people to be able to afford?

Incredibly, given this level of public money going to developers and the significant climate 
crisis, there is no sign of any carbon budgets, limits or ceilings in terms of these developments.  
I do not need to tell the Minister of State that we are out of time in terms of the climate crisis 
and that nothing is more urgent than what we do to address it, yet his Government is giving 
public subsidies to developers to build these houses with no affordability measures built in, no 
discount off full market prices and no measures to ensure carbon ceilings or limits in terms of 
the embodied carbon aspect of these developments.  That makes no sense to people who care 
about the environment and people struggling to afford to buy a home.

Will the Government withdraw these outrageous proposals to gift public money to develop-
ers through these subsidies and instead use this money to buy up dormant planning permissions 
and sites and build genuinely affordable homes to rent or buy?  We know that works.  We know 
it has been done well in other countries so why can it not be done here?

10/05/2022RR00200Deputy Paul Murphy: I thank Sinn Féin for bringing forward this motion�  The housing 
crisis is a failure of the market, the State, this Government and previous Governments.  We see 
that failure everywhere when it comes to dealing with the housing crisis.  Often when we have 
debates about the housing crisis, the Government likes to say that those of us in opposition and 
the left are approaching this from a very ideological viewpoint, that this is why we are giving 
out about money being given to developers and that the Government is the pragmatist.  Certain-
ly People Before Profit is ideological.  We do not hide that.  Our ideology is in our name; we put 
people before profit.  We take a socialist approach to the housing crisis, which means people’s 
right to a home should come before the right of developers, bankers and landlords to profit.  The 
Government likes to deny it has an ideology when its own ideology is very clearly a major part 
of the problem because, against all the evidence of all the actions it has tried, the Government is 
committed that the way to solve the housing crisis is to incentivise private developers to build 
homes.  It is the idea that if private developers are incentivised enough, eventually somehow it 
will work and the housing crisis will be resolved.  Of course, that ideology has the very happy 
coincidence of also serving the material interests of the developers in this country, who were the 
ones receiving the public money.  The points around bridging the construction viability gap and 
doling out huge amounts of public money to developers really underline that point.

The Government already had the help-to-buy scheme, which was fundamentally a help-to-
profit scheme for developers.  It was about funnelling money through the hands of first-time 
buyers into the hands of developers and increasing property prices to incentivise the developers 
to keep building�  Looking at the origin of the help-to-buy scheme, that was explicit in terms 
of the lobbying from the Construction Industry Federation.  However, the Government is now 
bypassing the middle man.  It is not even bothering to put money momentarily into the hands 
of the first-time buyer before it goes to the developer.  The Government is just going to give 
the money directly to the developers.  It is going to give developers €120,000 per apartment to 
bridge the construction viability gap.  The point was well made by Deputy O’Callaghan that 
it will also include profit for the developer.  To add insult to injury, we can forget about the 
€120,000 cap when it comes to regional cities because the Government will go up to €144,000.  
The handout will not be used to lower the price of the apartments�  It will not come with any 
conditions.  It is merely a massive handout to the already very wealthy.  This is nothing new for 
Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael.  When many of the same developers crashed the economy and ended 
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up in NAMA, they got salaries of close to €200,000 a year to continue to operate.  These are the 
corporate welfare cheats who cheat us all�  Instead of throwing more public money at them, we 
should use public money for direct, State-led construction of genuinely affordable and social 
housing, providing quality employment, apprenticeships for workers and so on.

Another example of this approach, incentivising developers and using lots of public money 
to do so, is the local infrastructure housing activation fund, LIHAF.  We have seen €200 million 
of public money spent through LIHAF building roads and infrastructure for private developers 
to help them to profit.  Originally the promise was that 40% of homes built on LIHAF-funded 
land would have to be affordable but very quickly the Government backed away from that and 
said there would be some unstated “haircut” for profits on these sites.  In Cherrywood we have 
seen massive amounts of funding spent but we have heard nothing about what level of afford-
able housing will be provided and how genuinely affordable it will be.

This gets to the core of the problem with the Government’s approach to and plan for afford-
able housing�  It is like Humpty Dumpty, who said “When I use a word��� it means just what I 
choose it to mean - neither more nor less”.  The Government uses the word “affordable” and 
just says that this is affordable housing, even though by any ordinary person’s standards, it is 
simply not affordable.  The idea is that €450,000 is an affordable price for a house in Dublin.  
The Government cannot just say it, slap the label “affordable” on it and then, all of a sudden, 
people will be able to afford it; they still cannot afford it, no matter what the Government calls 
it.  The whole problem, again, comes back to the ideology of the market.  How does the Gov-
ernment determine affordability?  Affordability is simply a percentage of market value.  Af-
fordability means a knockdown, a 10% or 20% reduction from the market value but when the 
market value is so completely out of control, with homes that are completely unattainable for 
ordinary middle-income earners, then a small reduction still leaves them absolutely unafford-
able.  Affordability should be defined in the language of ordinary people and refer to something 
that ordinary workers could actually afford.  We should stop pinning affordability to the market 
and instead connect it to average incomes.  No workers should have to pay more than 25% of 
their income for a roof over their heads.  

I would also make the point that where we have affordable housing and the State is invest-
ing public money to develop affordable housing, which we support, we must make sure those 
homes do not end up in the hands of vulture funds or corporate landlords further down the line.  
We know that there are corporate investors looking to profit from the State’s spending on hous-
ing.  This is why we argue that all affordable housing purchase schemes must include strong 
clauses to ensure the units can only be sold back to the local authority so that they remain af-
fordable through generations.  In effect, this is another model of public housing provision.

In terms of the numbers of affordable units being built, the figures are pitiful with less than 
50 affordable homes in some of the key commuter towns around Dublin, and only eight per year 
in Carlow and Laois.  It is window dressing from the Government; it is fiddling while Rome 
burns.  Dr. Rory Hearne has described the figures as “pathetic” and he is completely correct.  It 
seems that only 16 homes have been built under the current local authority affordable purchase 
scheme.  Over 300 families have applied for those 16 homes, with the gap between the crisis 
and the Government’s actions summed up in these figures.  

Fundamentally, what it all comes down to is the continued reliance on the market and ca-
tering to developers’ needs rather than the needs of the people.  The Minister’s plan is failing 
and will continue to fail because it does not address the core issues behind the crisis, namely 
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the over-reliance on the market to deliver a basic necessity as well as the acceptance of further 
commodification of what is an essential need.  The Government’s housing policy is built on 
a fundamental, ideological fallacy that if we incentivise developers, financiers and builders 
enough, they will eventually deliver what people need.  The Dáil has changed laws to encour-
age corporate landlords into the system.  We have abandoned any attempt to control or limit 
evictions.  The Government has eulogised private property rights over the right to housing.  The 
Construction Industry Federation, CIF, seems to have the ear of every housing Minister, with 
the Minister on speed dial, taking the federation’s proposals and putting them into law�  The 
Government has changed the law, the building regulations and the apartment specifications.  It 
has even decided to fund and grant access to finance based on whatever these vested interests 
want.  Whatever they want, the Government bends over backwards for them in the hope that 
ultimately, they will deliver.  We have the utterly farcical situation whereby the corporate lob-
byists, in the form of the CIF, have been put in charge of keeping a register to ensure proper 
standards in the building industry�  So enmeshed is our housing and urban planning policy with 
the needs of those vested interests that the Government seems to get confused.

It was once said that what is good for General Motors is good for the USA�  Fianna Fáil and 
Fine Gael seem to believe that what is good for the CIF, corporate landlords and developers 
is good for ordinary people in Ireland but the truth is that it is not.  The truth is that they have 
diametrically opposed class interests.  They benefit when the prices rise and ordinary people 
suffer.  Every failed target, every jump in homeless figures, every eviction and every hike in 
rents proves that what is good for the vested interests is most definitely not good for ordinary 
people in this country�

10/05/2022SS00200Deputy Seán Canney: I welcome the opportunity to speak on this very important motion 
this evening.  It is important to reflect on what is happening right now.  We have people in every 
constituency, including in my own constituency of Galway East, who cannot find a house to 
rent and people who want to buy a house but cannot find one to buy.  We also have a situation 
whereby the social housing waiting list is growing and there is so much pressure�  The housing 
assistance payment, HAP, scheme is not working as it should.  People who have houses to rent 
are not willing to participate in the HAP scheme any more because there are too many risks in-
volved.  We must look at all of this and determine how we are going to push forward and build 
ourselves out of this crisis.  That is what we must focus on.

On the affordable housing scheme, the numbers announced yesterday are very disappoint-
ing�  A total of 75 houses for Galway county is not a huge amount in the second largest county, 
geographically, in the country�  If one looks at the multiplying factors across all counties, the 
scheme has been started, it has been called an affordable scheme but it is going to take a hell of 
a long time to get to a stage where it is effective and working.

I will now repeat things I have said previously in this House in relation to opportunities that 
we have.  Why not make existing derelict houses in our towns and villages affordable for people 
to go in, build, occupy and live in?  The Minister for Finance is in disagreement with me on 
extending the help-to-buy scheme to these properties.  It is fine if he does not want to do that, 
but the Government needs to take strong, effective action to make these properties available so 
that people can go in, do them up and turn them into liveable spaces in our towns and villages.  
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It is very important that we tackle that rather than saying we cannot do this or that.  There 
are 44,000 of these houses in the Northern and Western Regional Assembly area.  A survey has 
been done by the regional assembly so the figures are there.  Really and truly, what we need to 
do is take action on that�

  The other thing the Government announced was a €50 million fund to improve the waste-
water needs in rural towns and villages in Ireland, which is a scheme under which the local 
authorities can apply for funding.  There are so many of our towns and villages that do not have 
any wastewater treatment plant�  They are locked out of the planning system and the construc-
tion system because they cannot apply for planning permission on the basis that they will not be 
granted it and, even if they were granted it, that would be appealed to An Bord Pleanála on the 
basis that any type of development would be premature.

  There are towns around Galway, such as Abbeyknockmoy, Corofin and Craughwell, to 
mention three, where, right now, we could be building houses if we had a municipal treatment 
plant.  Sites are available for affordable houses and we could get on with it.  They are within 
easy distance for connection for work to Galway city or Athlone, which is just off the motor-
way, but we are not doing that.  Some €50 million is a pathetic amount of money to put into 
that�  If that is what it is for, it probably needs to be ten times that sum if we are to tackle this 
problem�  What we are doing in Galway might shock the Minister of State as a member of the 
Green Party�  We are now talking about putting in clusters of houses where we will allow people 
to build five houses in a cluster and put five individual septic tanks into towns and villages.  I 
do not think that is environmentally sustainable.  That is what we are doing because we are not 
getting the money to have municipal treatment plants in these towns.

  We need to take it for what it is�  We need to make sure that this problem is sorted out, 
once and for all.  We have so much opportunity but we seem to get caught up in talking about 
schemes and how we are going to develop them.  I know the local authorities, including Galway 
County Council, are working hard to deliver housing and they are delivering some housing, but 
they need a hell of a lot more support, resources, management, funding and infrastructure to do 
it�

10/05/2022TT00200Deputy Verona Murphy: A poll published the other day by Ireland Thinks in association 
with the Sunday Independent asked people which of the following issues should be the most 
important priorities to deal with�  There was a long list of answers, but leading the way by far 
as the most popular two responses were the cost of living and housing.  Instead of really getting 
to grips with them, the Government is wasting energy pursuing a climate change agenda at a 
rate of knots, with little regard for the costs, to appease a party that is now languishing at 3% in 
the opinion polls.  There is no significant demand for the Government’s climate policies at this 
emergency pace, but there is significant demand for the housing issue to be sorted out, although 
it seems only at a snail’s pace�

To be fair, not all the problems associated with housing can be blamed on the Government 
but the Government must ensure that it is controlling the controllables.  We in this House are 
legislators.  We make rules and regulations which govern people’s behaviour in Ireland, so I 
do not expect the Government to be able to solve problems with global supply chains, for ex-
ample, but I do expect the Government to ensure that the conditions are suitable in Ireland to 
allow a thriving building sector and stimulate the construction of housing.  All of the rules and 
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regulations governing the sector are choices made by Governments.  The consequences of these 
choices have been stark for people looking to get a house of their own.  Over the last ten years, 
successive Governments have consistently placed barriers in the way of houses being built and 
these barriers have all contributed to the current problematic housing situation.  Barriers have 
been placed in the way of builders who want to build the houses, and in the way of people who 
want to buy the houses�

I am getting fed up pointing out that the problem of housing being unaffordable will not 
be improved unless something is done to enable the average builder to build a house with 
less State-imposed cost barriers in the way�  These State-imposed cost barriers include State 
bodies like An Bord Pleanála and the Office of the Planning Regulator advising on minimum 
density being imputed into county development plans that do not exist in law, more often than 
not resulting in judicial review being taken when minimum densities are stipulated as part of a 
grant of planning.  Minimum densities are often the reason developments do not go ahead, with 
unnecessarily onerous and costly conditions to be met before permission is given for develop-
ments and also the dezoning of lands serving to reduce the number of houses being built.

The social contract is broken for people in their 20s and 30s and now often for many in their 
40s too�  Those working as gardaí, nurses, teachers or any of those jobs traditionally regarded as 
good, steady Government jobs cannot afford to buy a home.  Over the last ten to 15 years, Gov-
ernment Departments have also made it more difficult for certain employees to be considered 
permanent, again harming their chances of qualifying for a mortgage�  I know of a couple in 
their mid to late 20s in County Wexford who have a combined gross income of approximately 
€85,000 per year and have combined savings of almost three times the required deposit, yet 
cannot qualify for a mortgage due to the nature of their employment contracts�  Both of these 
people have displayed an ability to manage money, are debt-free, work hard, are well-educated 
and, to all intents and purposes, are a safe bet from a mortgage point of view.  However, Gov-
ernment-imposed rules mean those two people cannot get on the housing ladder.  Living with 
parents is the best possible scenario for thousands of people in situations like this and, for many, 
it means extortionate rents or homelessness�  We need to examine where the social contract fell 
apart and start repairing it�

Forcing a building contractor to build a certain amount of affordable homes in a develop-
ment will not solve those problems.  A first-time buyer has enough on his or her plate without 
the local county council competing with him or her to buy a house, thus driving up the price in 
the process.  If the Government is really committed to ensuring affordable houses are built, then 
it is time it looked at its tax take on new homes.  The Government could take less than the cur-
rent 13% VAT rate.  It could follow in the steps of our neighbours in Britain and the North – if 
it is serious about providing affordable homes, that is - and reduce the tax take to zero.  There is 
no reason it cannot do so.  Affordability is what a potential buyer can afford to pay for a house.  
Given the constraints imposed by the Central Bank’s mortgage lending rules, reducing vat to 
zero is the only measure that will put a new home in reach of the couple in Wexford earning 
€85,000.

10/05/2022TT00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): Deputies Michael Collins, Richard 
O’Donoghue, Mattie McGrath and Carol Nolan are sharing time�  I call Deputy Collins�

10/05/2022TT00400Deputy Michael Collins: I am back again this week, repeating the same thing over and 
over here in the Dáil.  Last week, I spoke about a family in Clonakilty whose rent had gone up 
25%, as did their neighbours’�  I spoke about the man who was sleeping in his car in west Cork�  
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I spoke about the number of constituents who are constantly calling into my clinics, trying to 
find houses and trying to make a home for themselves.  We have the young married couples, 
both with fairly good jobs, who cannot get a mortgage�  There is something wrong�  They cannot 
find a house to buy, even if they could get a mortgage.

We need to look outside the box.  I know of people who live in log cabins and are happy to 
do so for a few years, but they are scared that the planning authority will come knocking on the 
door some day and kick them out.  Why not look at the idea of people living in containers?  I 
have actually seen quite a nice set-up in many places but, again, they are afraid of the planning 
authority coming knocking on the door, which has happened in some cases in west Cork and 
they have had to pull them down.  Beautiful living accommodation, with two containers, one 
on top of the other, is gone and the person is out on the street, basically�

Again, I want to bring up the issue of planning permission in west Cork, which is such a 
difficulty for many young people.  I do not know what percentage I have been told about in my 
office but a huge number of people are coming to me looking for planning.  These are genuine 
applicants, young people trying to get off the ground, and they have been refused for the silliest 
reasons that could ever be known.  Some people have just got a site from their mom or dad and 
that is the one break they get�  Then, their opportunity is to go out there and build that dream 
home for themselves, but they cannot.  That is broken for them and they are back into the social 
housing system again, looking for a house from the State�  That is not what they want; they want 
to go out on their own�

Many houses in small towns and villages in rural Ireland are lying in ruins with no slates 
or roofs�  This is an area that needs to be looked at�  Rural Ireland can create major solutions to 
many of the problems that are out there in housing today but it has never been looked at.  It is 
a sad reflection.  Post offices and various important resources in towns and villages are closing 
because of that�  Sewage treatment is a major issue down in west Cork�  Many sewerage systems 
have never been done in places such as in Castletownshend and Goleen.  I could name quite a 
few�  

I only have eight seconds left and I wanted to talk about the county development plan.  I will 
not have time to do so now but it is scandalous the way many places are being cut off in areas 
that needed zoning.

10/05/2022UU00200Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I recently met the Minister of State in Kilmallock and 
welcomed him to County Limerick.  In the region of 1,400 affordable houses will be delivered 
by the State this year�  Some 1,000 of those will be in Dublin and 256 homes will be built in 
the other four cities.  The delivery target for Limerick local authority is for 264 local authority 
houses to be built between now and 2026�  A total of  53 of those were built this year in Limer-
ick.  I am working with a village in County Limerick which has planning for 70 houses some of 
which are pre-sold�  What is the problem?

The problem is that I can deliver 70 houses in County Limerick but there is no water.  They 
are waiting for another 12 months for water to come to Croom in County Limerick�  I can de-
liver 70 houses.  The local authority can deliver 56 houses.  I am only talking about one town 
in County Limerick.  This goes back to infrastructure which I have said to the Minister of State 
many times and to many Governments.  What does infrastructure mean for County Limerick 
and all the other counties?  It means we can get more houses built, be more sustainable, have 
businesses that are sustainable and have people return home to where their families are.
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It has been the failure of this Government and previous Governments that there is no infra-
structure in County Limerick and throughout Ireland�  I would like the Minister of State’s atten-
tion and ask that Deputy Bruton wait his turn�  I ask people to look at County Limerick�  People 
want to build houses.  The local authority and the Government cannot supply them and people 
want to build houses on their own land�  Planning permission is stopping them from building�

If they are allowed to build, they are charged per square foot for building a house on their 
own lands and supplying their own water and sewerage systems�  Although they do not come 
from the Government the Government takes approximately €7,000 in fees from them for local 
footpaths and lighting of which there is none�  These people are building in rural Ireland�  They 
are not asking the State to build a house�  They are saying they will build their own house�  On 
top of that here is 23% VAT on inflated costs.  That means that the Government’s VAT intake 
on materials in houses in Ireland is up by 80%.  There is 13.5% VAT on building costs as well.  
I apologise to the Minister of State with regard to the interruption�

10/05/2022UU00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: I compliment the movers of the motion here tonight.  I know the 
Minister of State is new and I cannot blame him for all the ills but we are punishing farmers and 
other people�  We saw  Glanbia on the border of Kilkenny and its petition to An Taisce�  The 
single biggest polluters in this country are local authorities right from Mizen Head up in Done-
gal down to west Cork.  They are the biggest polluters everywhere.  I could name 25 villages in 
Tipperary waiting for sewerage infrastructure�  They are belching raw sewage into streams and 
rivers.  The Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, comes out, goes above the plant and takes 
the samples.  It is a disgrace and the Government is then penalising people.

People want to build houses on their own land but cannot get planning without umpteen 
conditions attached.  Deputy Verona Murphy is right about the Office of the Planning Regula-
tor.  We never had it before and we managed fine without it.  Why do we need it to interfere in 
densities and whatever else in the middle of a housing crisis when people want to build houses?  
Cut the taxes and the VAT.  The Government takes somewhere near 45% back from people who 
are trying to build�

There has been an explosion in costs.  Most small builders now will not give a quote for a 
house because they cannot afford it.  The merry-go-round goes on and houses are not being de-
livered, full stop.  My offices are inundated with people being given notice to quit and landlords 
taking back houses to sell them.  It is unbelievable that only five or six properties are available 
in the whole of County Tipperary�  It is a nightmare for people�

I was talking to a priest today about a family that is living in a room.  A child this morning in 
a village in County Tipperary had to eat his cornflakes from a bowl at the side of his bed.  There 
have no cooking facilities.  All they have is a fridge.  We need to change the way we do things.  
Instead of that, the Government is totally out of touch and piles on more, talks to the Construc-
tion Industry Federation and gives it grants to build houses in Dublin.  It is not working.  We 
need radical change�  We need a sea change and we must get it�  I do not see any possibility with 
the crazy amount of red tape and bureaucracy.

10/05/2022UU00400Deputy Carol Nolan: This young generation of Irish people is being failed by Government.  
They are being failed by the lack of affordable housing and constant barriers to planning per-
mission when they try to build houses on their own land and are impeded.  It is very unfair.  It 
is a no-win situation for young people in particular�  We need to see change�  My point today is 
really to draw the Minister of State’s attention to the fact that we have approved housing bod-
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ies, AHBs.  I have raised issues with regard to these approved housing bodies.  During an oral 
Priority Question to the Minister of State, Deputy Burke, recently, he revealed that Government 
had invested €500 million in the AHB sector last year alone.

I also know from another parliamentary reply that currently there are 495 approved hous-
ing bodies listed in the Department’s register�  Questions need to be asked�  If there are 495 
approved housing bodies and we still have a housing emergency that is getting progressively 
worse, it is high time questions are asked.  We have to do this in order to move forward.  I won-
der whether it is becoming like the bloated NGO sector�  Some 30,000 NGOs are funded to the 
tune of €5.2 billion and there is considerable duplication.  Taxpayers’ money is thrown around 
like confetti�  It is not good enough and needs to be called out�

Where is the value for money?  I understand that a new strengthened regulatory regime 
for the approved housing bodies has been put in place and that the Approved Housing Bodies 
Regulatory Authority, AHBRA, will seek to encourage and facilitate better governance, admin-
istration and management, including corporate governance and financial management of this 
sector.  Will the Minister of State clarify when he expects the AHBRA to produce its first re-
port?  Something is very wrong here.  It is very serious.  I am not convinced that we need more 
approved housing bodies to remedy the problems that exist.  It is clearly not working.

Only a handful of individual houses are delivered when we need huge schemes delivered.  
The housing body, Respond, received €245 million from 2016 to 2021 and it is unable to re-
place the windows and doors in a small estate with 26 houses and apartments�  The windows 
and doors are 20 years old or more.  There is much talk about energy efficiency yet we are 
seeing people being failed�  Respond has not replaced them�  Where is all this money going?  
Can we please put the money where our mouths are in terms of Government policy and energy 
efficiency?  What is going on here?  Can the approved housing body, Respond, not be called 
out to replace these windows and doors in Chesterfield Close estate in Birr in County Offaly?

10/05/2022UU00500Deputy Thomas Pringle: A Chathaoirligh, thank you for the opportunity to speak on this 
very important issue.  I strongly support Sinn Féin’s motion and I thank it for bringing forward 
the issue of affordable housing today.  Last week I spoke of the many people in this country who 
have been unable to secure rent and one would be right to wonder why so many have come to 
depend so heavily on the rental sector.  The main reason that a growing section of people has 
been forced into renting is that it has been completely locked out of home ownership�

One now has a situation in this country where most people no longer have the option to buy 
but struggle to find and afford rent.  I have come across more people stuck in the middle of this 
impossible dilemma than I care to count�  There is a general feeling of hopelessness among my 
constituents and throughout the entire country because things only seem to be getting worse and 
sadly they are not wrong�

House prices are spiralling out of control and the market is showing no signs of slowing�  In 
my constituency of Donegal the average house price jumped by €5,000 in the first three months 
of this year and in the three months previous to that it had risen by an average of €6,000.  This 
represents a year-on-year increase of €25,000 in total.

The continued rise in prices has occurred across the entire housing market and has even 
occurred among older houses that would require considerable work, despite the continually 
increasing cost of construction and renovation these days.  At the end of the fourth quarter last 
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year there were 269 properties for sale in Donegal, which was a decrease of 10.3% over the 
quarter�  There is no doubt that demand has far outstripped supply, especially in Letterkenny, 
as Letterkenny Institute of Technology, LYIT, attains technological university status.  There is 
also a demand for supply in areas affected by mica.  One estate agent in Milford said that “the 
ongoing situation with defective blocks has hampered market activity for the more recently 
constructed properties, as continued uncertainty plagues the redress scheme”�

I raised this issue with the Taoiseach earlier.  I was very disappointed with his response.  
These families are faced with agonising uncertainty day after day�  They were promised that 
legislation would be published at the start of this year.  It is now May, but we have seen no 
movement on this aspect.  It was also promised that the legislation would be published at Eas-
ter.  That did not happen either.  Moreover, we are now being told that the legislation will not 
undergo pre-legislative scrutiny.  This is totally unacceptable.  It is essential that important 
legislation like this is scrutinised properly.  The Government cannot use the line of wanting to 
get legislation through quickly as an excuse not to engage in pre-legislative scrutiny.  This Bill 
should have been prioritised.  Mica has been an issue for a long time.  Pre-legislative scrutiny 
should have been completed before the new year, with the aim of publishing the legislation at 
the start of 2022.  There is no reason why this could not have been done, except for the lack of 
Government will.

Every month the legislation is delayed is another month of uncertainty for those families af-
fected by mica and for the housing market in Donegal.  Having to endure the mica crisis is bad 
enough, but having to endure the housing crisis on top of that is devastating for these families.  
I hope the Government remembers this as it continues to delay the legislation and decides to ex-
clude important voices from the scrutiny process relating to it.  I say that because members of a 
Mica Action Group would see through the legislation straight away and recognise if there were 
any problems with it.  Perhaps that is the reason the legislation is not going for pre-legislative 
scrutiny.  The Government tried to hoodwink the Mica Action Group in December when it 
made an announcement at 8 a�m�  Within an hour, people from the group had torn that proposal 
apart and determined what was involved in it.  I am afraid that is what is going to happen with 
this legislation as well�

I also support the call to scrap the help-to-buy scheme, as well as the first home affordable 
purchase shared equity scheme.  It has been shown that these schemes serve only to push up 
prices and divert funding from delivering affordable homes.  We should, instead, be signifi-
cantly increasing our direct investment in the provision of genuinely affordable homes through 
local authorities and approved housing bodies.  This would be a real and effective measure to 
tackle the housing situation.  It seems, however, that the Government has no real interest in 
tackling this matter.  The Minister has not fulfilled his promise to deliver affordable homes.  
This Government’s housing policies not only do nothing to help struggling people, but have 
actually further contributed to the housing crisis through schemes such as these, which have 
just created further inflation.

We have seen proof of this in the continued rise in prices and the stock of homes for sale 
falling to a historic low of just 11,300�  The shortage of housing stock for sale or rental is most 
acute in the rural areas.  Analysis has shown that house prices are now seven times average 
incomes.  The Central Bank and the ESRI estimate that the mortgage lending rules have actu-
ally stopped house prices rising by an additional 10% to 25% over existing levels.  This is not 
sustainable and we cannot continue in this way.  Our citizens are asking for help and it is our 
job to do all in our power to help them.  I urge the Government to consider the proposals in this 
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motion�  Its amendment to the motion is not good enough and is most certainly not ambitious 
enough�  The Housing for All strategy is watery at best�  Relying on this strategy to address the 
issues arising is not good enough and will never do anybody any good.  To emphasise this point, 
in the amendment, the Minister quotes the Covid-19 pandemic as being one of the big problems 
with housing supply�  He is probably disappointed that he is not in the Department of Health, 
because then he could blame the cyberattack as well.  It has also been something of great benefit 
in explaining delays�

It is time we moved away from the failed housing policies of Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil and 
high time the members of this Government started listening to their constituents and to people 
on the ground who have been consistently saying that what the Government is doing is not 
working.  It is time for a change.  Implementing the proposals in this motion would be a positive 
step toward delivering that change.  This is what is needed now.

10/05/2022VV00200Deputy Richard Bruton: I am grateful to have an opportunity to speak in this debate.  I 
know time is limited�  To be honest, when I see members of Sinn Féin come into this House 
criticising the Government for not delivering affordable homes to buy, I take a very deep breath.  
They come as a wolves in sheep’s clothing.  The reality is that they oppose five important mea-
sures from the Government that will together deliver 50,000 homes at affordable prices to first-
time buyers in the next five years.  These measures include: the help-to-buy scheme, which will 
deliver at least 32,000 houses, because that is what it has delivered in the past four years; the 
first home affordable purchase shared equity scheme, which will deliver 8,000 homes to people 
at affordable prices; support for first-time buyers in our cities to access multi-unit properties, 
which are expensive for first-time buyers - this will deliver 5,000 homes, as I saw announced by 
the Minister today; and the Land Development Agency, through its Project Tosaigh and activi-
ties on State lands, will deliver a further 8,000 homes.

Sinn Féin opposes all these measures, which account for the 50,000 homes we will deliver 
in the years to come at affordable prices.  Sinn Féin’s view is extremely narrow.  It insists on a 
narrow ideological approach that will not have any private homes on public lands.  It is a nar-
row approach that will condemn people to not being able to gain access to homes at affordable 
prices�  It is a housing apartheid policy that Dublin does not need�  We need integrated com-
munities, which the Government’s policy seeks to pursue, and I commend the Government on 
creating a framework that is capable of delivering.  We have seen 35,000 housing starts in the 
past 12 months.  It is a significant step forward.

There can, however, be no room for complacency.  I worry about installing fixed-price con-
tracts because of rising costs.  We must address this aspect.  I also worry about the vigour with 
which the Land Development Agency is bringing forward sites that can drive down site values.  
I urge the Minister of State to continue to deliver as quickly as possible in these two areas.

10/05/2022VV00300Deputy Emer Higgins: I wish to record my support for the help-to-buy scheme and my to-
tal dismay at the idea of abolishing it�  This is what is being put forward by the Opposition�  The 
help-to-buy scheme does exactly what it says on the tin: it helps people to buy their first homes.  
It has been a welcome financial contribution for many families, some 32,000 people to be exact.  
Almost €600 million has been paid out under the scheme to help people to buy their first homes.  
In Dublin alone last year, the help-to-buy scheme helped 1,127 people.  The figures prove it is 
helping people.  The very notion of abolishing a scheme that has provided 32,000 people and 
young couples with financial assistance towards buying their own homes is just mad.  Yet that 
is what Sinn Féin is suggesting, namely, getting rid of a support scheme for first-time buyers.  



Dáil Éireann

858

It is a prime example of opposition for opposition’s sake�  If anything, we should be expanding 
the help-to-buy scheme and not abolishing it�

Regarding affordable housing targets, the Government aims to provide 28,000 affordable 
homes by the end of 2026�  This will be done through multiple channels and not just through 
the affordable housing funds.  This year, affordable and social housing delivery will be achieved 
through the allocation of €4 billion in capital and current investment.  In the next three years, 
€20 billion of State investment will be poured into housing.  In eight years’ time, under the 
Housing for All policy, there will be 90,000 extra social homes, 36,000 new affordable purchase 
homes and 18,000 new cost-rental homes.  This is the difference between the Government and 
the Opposition.  The Government’s targets are real and its plans costed.  The strategy is multi-
annual, multibillion, already in motion and already helping people�  It is rooted in reality and 
backed up by financial packages.  The proposals we hear again and again from the Opposition, 
however, are pie in the sky and based on fairy-tale economics.

10/05/2022VV00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Regarding the point raised by Deputy Cian O’Callaghan concern-
ing carbon budgets, all developments are now covered by building regulations and energy stan-
dards.  We had two contributions that said we are giving too much to developers, while others 
said we are not giving enough.  The LIHAF scheme is important in frontloading infrastructure.  
Deputy Verona Murphy made disgraceful comments regarding wasting energy pursuing a cli-
mate agenda�  This is a reminder that this issue is about our common home as well�

In closing, I acknowledge the current highly-visible reality of price inflation.  New housing 
supply in Ireland, like much of the EU, has been impacted by periods of reduced construction 
activity in the context of the Covid-19 crisis and global supply chain issues.  The war in Ukraine 
has exacerbated inflationary pressures with rising energy and material costs impacting many 
sectors, including construction.  Ireland is not a unique case but we are working to overcome 
these issues�  Supply is a key issue and supply is increasing�  Notwithstanding the challenges, 
the Central Bank’s recent estimates of completions this year and next are in line with Housing 
for All targets.  This trend will only accelerate in coming years.  Positive figures for new homes 
completed and commenced, which were all higher than they have been for many years, indicate 
Housing for All is working.  Over the past four quarters, 22,219 homes were delivered, 5,569 
in the first quarter of this year, while 34,846 new homes were commenced in the 12 months to 
March 2022�

In the meantime, policies are being implemented to assist those for whom affordability and 
home ownership are particularly challenging.  As we have said before, the Government believes 
that in home ownership we must use all tools at our disposal.  The Affordable Housing Act 
passed overwhelmingly by this House last year laid foundations for a range of affordable hous-
ing schemes which like cost rental and the local authority affordable purchase scheme are now 
either already in operation or, like the first home scheme, very close to launch.  With regard to 
recent reports which under-represented our affordable housing targets in referring singularly to 
local authority-led affordable housing, I want to reconfirm that this Government aims through 
the multiple channels it has activated to provide more than 28,000 affordable homes by the end 
of 2026�

Looking at the full picture, affordable housing will be provided through a combination of 
more than 7,500 homes provided directly across at least 18 local authority areas where afford-
able housing has been clearly determined�  I stress that these targets are intended as a baseline 
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for delivery that is led and arranged by local authorities.  It will be further provided through 
8,000 homes under the first home affordable purchase shared equity scheme which will be 
available nationwide in the period 2022 to 2026; 7,800 affordable purchase and cost-rental 
homes through the Land Development Agency delivered on State lands via Project Tosaigh.  
Some 1,500 affordable homes under Part V arrangements are targeted for delivery by local au-
thorities.  Some 4,000 cost-rental homes to rent are to be provided by approved housing bodies 
using the cost rental equity loan facility�

The local authority home loan and the help to buy scheme will also continue to help improve 
affordability for lower and middle income earners, allowing them to access home ownership 
in a way that otherwise they could not.  This year, funding of €676 million has been made 
available specifically on affordability measures.  A guaranteed €20 billion in State investment 
in housing will be made available to the end of 2025.  The new national first home scheme to 
assist affordable purchases in the lower end of the price distribution of the private market is an 
example of a short-term, limited intervention.  It is carefully designed to mitigate inflationary 
risk while helping people to achieve the stability of home ownership over the next four years.  
With the State’s €200 million investment doubled by strategic partnership with mortgage lend-
ers, first home is scheduled to be launched shortly.

I must re-emphasise our strong commitment to the State in action through public channels�  
Locally affordable housing delivery is also being placed on a more strategic footing.  Local au-
thorities with a strong and identified affordable housing need were asked to prepare affordable 
housing delivery action plans.  In doing so, they take into account the intended provision of 
affordable housing by the Land Development Agency and approved housing bodies and assess 
the level of affordable demand in their area and arrange provision accordingly.  Their plans are 
currently being finalised and it is expected that they will be ready for publication in the coming 
months.  The targets for each local authority are aligned with the level of need arising in those 
areas as determined by the housing need and demand assessment tool which was developed 
in co-operation with the ESRI.  Where local authorities such as Waterford, for example, have 
identified a demand and can secure delivery of a high number of affordable homes in their area, 
that affordable housing fund supported delivery is welcome.  For those local authorities with-
out affordability targets, we are aware that localised affordability challenges can exist in key 
towns.  Where this occurs, funding can be made available if needed to address those localised 
challenges�

I am very happy to see that local authority delivery this year for the first time in well over 
a decade.  The first such homes are being advertised and sold in Cork city, Fingal and south 
Dublin at significantly discounted prices with more new homes to follow across the country 
later this year.  A pipeline of delivery is being developed by local authorities with nine further 
schemes expected to go on-site in 2022�  Local authorities are also implementing the State’s 
offering of long-term, low-cost mortgage credit with the home loans being designed to be par-
ticularly accessible for single people and those eligible for fresh start principles�  

Overall, I am not discounting the very real challenges that ordinary people are facing.  The 
outlook is more positive than might be presenting.  The Housing for All strategy is working.  
Supply is increasing and, in particular, affordable schemes are being implemented to assist or-
dinary people into home ownership.  In its amendment to the motion, the Government reflects 
these realities and I hope makes clear its commitment to the core principle that everybody 
should have access to good quality housing to purchase or rent.  We have progressed much 
already and there is a long way to go.  We are moving in the right direction.
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10/05/2022WW00200Deputy Pa Daly: I see around the county of Kerry from Tousist to Tarbert to Tureencahill 
and over to Ceann Trá the results, the problems and the fallout of current and previous Govern-
ment policy over the past ten years.  I see queues of 30 to 40 people seeking to rent a home.  It 
is practically impossible to rent.  Homelessness is on the increase.  Vacant homes are not be-
ing turned around fast enough�  Compulsory purchase orders to get housing back into use are 
practically non-existent�  People are waiting on the housing list for 15 years�  The decision to 
outsource social housing to the market ten years ago in tandem, I believe, with the abolition of 
the town councils of Tralee, Listowel and Killarney, was a disaster�  I also see the lack of sewage 
treatment plants and wastewater treatment�  In places like Glenbeigh, Castlegregory, Abbeydor-
ney and Fenit people cannot build two houses together because of the lack of any water system�

At the other end, people cannot afford to purchase houses.  It is hardly surprising when fig-
ures from the CSO tell us that house prices in the south-west region rose 15�4%�  In 2020, house 
prices in Kerry increased more than in any other county�  The daft.ie report paints a similar 
picture, with prices in Kerry up 7�5% for a one-bedroom apartment, 14�2% for a two-bedroom 
terraced house and 18�1% for a three-bed semi-detached house�  As a result, in 2021 house 
prices in Kenmare and Dingle were up 10%, in Tralee they were up 15% and in Killarney they 
were up by a staggering 18�5%�  

Government responses are overly reliant on a subsidy to developers, increasing inflation 
even before the current inflation crisis.  The shared equity scheme should be abandoned.  I 
know people who went into the last one and after 20 years they still only own half their home�  
A builder recently presented me with a folder of price increases from builders’ providers with 
near monthly increases across the board from providers.  In housing both finance and purchase, 
increasingly provided by private capital looking for a return, price increases are built into Gov-
ernment policy.  Ordinary people are struggling, especially those who availed of the personal 
insolvency practitioners, PIPs, and who sold their homes in negative equity.  They cannot avail 
of the fresh start scheme, which is only open to those who have availed of statutory insolvency 
schemes.  Workers and families need proper solutions and I encourage everyone to support the 
motion�

10/05/2022WW00300Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: House prices are out of control and have been for some time 
now.  The price of homes keeps going up while the available income for many families keeps 
going down due to inflation.  Large numbers of people are being locked out of home ownership 
and the efforts of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to address this have 
been woeful.  On a daily basis my constituency office in Limerick receives calls of desperation 
from people who have been locked out of home ownership.  These are people who struggle to 
save a deposit.  They are not fortunate enough to avail of a cash injection from their parents.  
They are trying to buy their own home and the lack of support from the Government for them 
is galling.  Is it any wonder that average-income families or new couples struggle to get into 
the housing market?  In Limerick the average price of a house purchase has risen by 8.2% year-
on-year�  For young families, a three-bedroom semi-detached house in Limerick will cost on 
average 10.3% more than it did this time last year, with the average price of such units starting 
at €212,000.  In some of the most sought-after suburbs, the price of a three-bedroom terraced 
house is almost a quarter of a million euro.  Average-income families are caught between a 
rock and a hard place�  On one hand they are locked out of purchasing their own home while on 
the other they earn too much to avail of council-supplied housing or support through the HAP 
scheme.  Social housing income thresholds have not been changed since 2011.  This is some-
thing that should be rectified.  The income cut-off levels need to be increased to reflect inflation.
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All the while, house prices go up�  According to daft.ie we now have seven consecutive 
quarters of house prices increasing.  Coupled with that we see the number of new homes avail-
able at its lowest level since January 2017.  Prices are going up while supply is decreasing.  This 
is happening on the watch of the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien�  It is happening because 
Government policy such as help to buy and shared equity inflate house prices.  This should 
come as no shock to anybody�  It has been forewarned that this would be the outcome�  It is 
recognised that there is a lack of local authority affordable housing yet the Minister seems to 
pick his delivery targets out of thin air.  Using Limerick as an example, the local authority af-
fordable housing delivery targets for 2022 to 2026 stand at 264 units or 52 per year.  There are 
more than 2,200 people on the housing list in Limerick, with a further 344 awaiting a transfer�  
The Minister’s unambitious targets will have next to no impact on these housing figures.  Peo-
ple are now desperate across Limerick.  Generations of families are living in the same homes 
because the rent is too high and the purchasing of a social house is out of reach�  The Minister, 
therefore, has to step up to the plate with solutions.  We need to revise the affordable purchase 
home targets because they are insufficient.  Local authorities must be allowed to access an af-
fordable housing fund�  Income thresholds for social housing support must be dramatically 
increased, and the failed shared equity loan and help-to-buy schemes need to be dumped�

10/05/2022XX00200Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: I would like to put on the record my response to a number of fac-
tually incorrect claims that the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, made in his contribution 
earlier.  As always, it is a pity that he has not remained until the end of the debate.  However, as 
usual we are more than happy that the Minister of State is present�

First, the Minister criticised the figures upon which this motion is based.  He said in the 
response to the parliamentary question that there is also a reference to the possible delivery 
of affordable purchase homes by the LDA and Part V arrangements.  The problem is that the 
overwhelming majority of counties listed in the parliamentary question will not have any LDA 
homes because the agency is precluded from being active in those areas.  In those local author-
ity areas where the LDA is active, very few affordable purchase homes will be delivered until 
2024 or 2025.  Even at that, we do not know whether they will be affordable.  Therefore, to 
say there is an as yet unquantified number of affordable purchase homes related to the LDA is 
simply incorrect�

The Minister well knows that the changes to Part V of the Planning and Development Act 
apply only to land purchased this year and, therefore, if the land is purchased this year, it is 
unlikely there will be a planning application until next year, which means the homes will not be 
delivered for two to three years thereafter.  Again, no affordable purchase homes are likely to be 
delivered during the lifetime of this Government via the changes to Part V.

It is also important to remember that a significant number of homes listed in the reply to 
the parliamentary question will not be affordable at all.  Those at O’Devaney Gardens, Oscar 
Traynor Road and Donabate are good examples in that the all-in cost of an affordable home, or 
the full price that a hard-working family will have to pay, will be in excess of €400,000, taking 
into account the initial purchase price and the shared equity loan repayment�  This is hardly 
what the Minister and I, if we were being honest with each other, would call affordable.

The suggestion that the shared equity loan scheme delivers affordable housing is absolutely 
ludicrous because the product can in fact be used to buy properties with a value up to €400,000 
to €500,000.  Those are not affordable homes, and the Minister knows that only too well.
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He also criticised what he said was Sinn Féin’s threadbare housing policy�  Of course, he 
does this all the time.  He waved a summary document I had sent him number some years ago 
that was based not only on extensive policy proposition documents but also on draft circulars 
and alternative, fully costed budgets for various years.  Again, it is very disingenuous of him to 
do that�

He repeated the claim that the Government is investing €4 billion in public housing this 
year; it is not true�  In this regard, we should look at the budget book the Minister for Finance 
announced in this Chamber last October.  The total direct capital investment by the State, local 
authorities and AHBs is just under €1.5 billion, only €100 million more than the year before.  
Our proposal is to double direct capital investment by the State up to approximately €3 billion 
for the direct delivery of social and genuinely affordable homes.  The Minister is correct that 
the numbers of completions and commencements are higher, we discussed this last week, but 
completions are up only to meet this year’s target, namely 24,000 homes�  It is nowhere close to 
the 40,000 homes we need.  Of the 24,000 that will be delivered, how many will be genuinely 
affordable?  How many will even be for sale on the open market?  Far, far too few.

It is the same with commencements because an increasing number of apartment develop-
ments will take two to three years to complete and, therefore, the Government could well be out 
of office before any of the expected changes occur.

Probably the most disingenuous thing the Minister did was criticise Sinn Féin’s affordable 
housing proposal.  Once again, he misrepresented it.  Let me repeat: we have a very specific and 
innovative proposal for affordable purchase that would ensure not only that a property is afford-
able to its first purchaser but also to every subsequent purchaser.  It is very simple.  You buy 
the house and it is yours to do what you want with, but you will not have been sold the public 
land.  You can use the land for free indefinitely, as can your children and grandchildren, so long 
as it is not rented out to the private rental sector.  When you sell it, you must sell it to another 
affordable-home purchaser.  The price is index-linked for inflation and accounts for home im-
provements.  This way, we would build up tens of thousands of privately owned and privately 
tradeable, but permanently affordable, homes.  This is an eminently sensible idea.

The problem is that the Government simply does not understand the depth of the crisis.  It 
is not investing enough, and the targets in the Minister’s reply to the parliamentary question 
demonstrate that clearly, which is why I stand over this motion.  I stand over the call to double 
capital investment to deliver 20,000 public homes per year, and particularly 4,000 genuinely af-
fordable homes for working families year on year from now until 2026�  Anything short of that 
is not acceptable, and that is why we will not support the Government’s amendment.

Amendment put�

10/05/2022XX00400Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): In accordance with Standing Order 
80(2), the division is postponed until the weekly division time on Wednesday, 11 May 2022.
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10/05/2022XX00500Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions

10/05/2022XX00600Passport Services

10/05/2022XX0070072� Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details of the current 
situation in respect of passport applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter� 
[23370/22]

10/05/2022XX00800Deputy John Brady: There is currently a great demand for passports, which is no surprise 
given the two years of Covid, during which people were not able to travel.  Getting a passport 
in time is a huge problem�  On top of that, Brexit has resulted in increased demand for Irish 
passports among Irish citizens, particularly in the North.  This is causing huge problems and 
a huge backlog and, therefore, I ask the Minister to give an update and outline what exactly is 
happening in the Passport Service.

10/05/2022XX00900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I thank the Deputy for raising this 
issue because it is a major one for many people�

My Department has made an unprecedented investment in the passport service by way of 
additional staff and improvements to the passport and customer service systems.  The passport 
service is proactively managing the current demand for passports and has put in place resources 
and structures to address the estimated significant increase in demand for passports in 2022 in 
this essential citizen service.

More than 400,000 passports have been issued to date in 2022.  In the same period in 2019, 
which saw the highest peak before this year, 355,000 passports were issued�  More strikingly, 
in the busiest month in 2019 some 105,000 applications were received compared with 157,000 
in February of this year�  A total of 117,000 passports were issued in April alone, with 45% of 
adult renewal passports being issued within one to two working days� 

It is stated there are currently 183,000 applications in the passport service system but I be-
lieve it is now closer to 190,000.  I checked just before I came in.  While there is a very high 
volume of applications in the system, this does not represent a backlog.  These applications are 
all being processed in the usual way, with a continuous stream of new applications and a con-
tinuous dispatch of completed passports happening every day.

I understand that as we approach the summer months, people will be thinking about going 
on holidays and renewing their passports.  While I strongly urge everyone to apply for a pass-
port in plenty of time, the urgent-appointment service is available for customers who wish to 
renew their passports at short notice.  Customers availing of this service can renew a passport 
within one to four days in Dublin and within four days in Cork.  Almost 5,000 customers have 
availed of this service since January of this year. 

It is a priority for the passport service to improve processing times in 2022, particularly for 
first-time applicants, for whom I know there has been an issue.  The passport service is imple-
menting several further measures that will positively affect current turnaround times and further 
improve customer service, including working targeted overtime to focus on key areas such as 
first-time applications, intensive training of staff and enhanced public information resources.  
I am confident that the measures implemented will continue to help to reduce passport turn-
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around times in 2022�

10/05/2022XX01000Deputy John Brady: There are serious problems, particularly for first-time applicants, as 
the Minister acknowledged, but also those seeking children’s passports.  There are massive 
delays.  I am working with a family whose story, I am sure, could be shared by every Deputy.  
The family, who want to go away this weekend, are still waiting on their children’s passports�  
The estimated time for the passports to be issued is not until later in the month, even though 
they applied well in time.  Unfortunately, many families have had to cancel holidays up to this 
point�  The fear is that unless measures are taken now, this will be replicated as we get closer to 
the summer period�

Yesterday alone, my office dealt with ten passport applications where the applications ex-
ceeded the target issue date�  That was just one day, and I am sure that is replicated across the 
board�  What percentage of applications at this point are exceeding the target date by which 
people have been told passports would be issued?  

10/05/2022YY00200Deputy Simon Coveney: Regarding turnaround times, the processing time for first-time 
applications reduced from 40 days to 30 days this year, a 25% reduction in processing times�  
That is the position as of 19 April�  A new system for managing additional documentation is 
also in place, because the Deputy asked for it in the House�  The clock does not start again when 
people correct their paperwork when there is a problem.  Instead, we now have a prioritised 
completion time within 15 working days when documents are corrected, rather than starting a 
long process again�

In terms of staffing and accommodation, 162 new staff have joined the passport service 
since 1 January.  There have been over 300 new staff since June of last year.  The passport 
service is currently running a recruitment competition for temporary clerical officers, TCOs.  
When completed, there will be more than 900 staff in the passport service, a doubling of where 
we were last summer when we had about 460 staff.  A new site in Swords opened in November 
last year that accommodates 140 staff.  Balbriggan’s expansion work began in January 2022 and 
will accommodate another 175 staff.  

We are pumping huge resources in terms of human resources and increased space into a ser-
vice we know will be under significant pressure this year.  We are expecting approximately 1.4 
million passport applications.  We thought the figure might be a little bit higher at the start of the 
year, but we think it will be around that now.  As I said, in comparison to last summer we have 
doubled the number of people in passport offices.  There are still issues and we are trying to ad-
dress them, but we are delivering thousands of passports every single day.  The vast majority of 
applications run smoothly and we compare very well to other countries but there are, every now 
and again, glitches with and delays in the system and when that happens a lot of people talk to 
Deputies’ offices, which is what we have seen this week.

10/05/2022YY00300Deputy John Brady: I thank the Minister�  He might be able to state what percentage of 
passport applications have exceeded the target issue date.  He referred to glitches.  Yesterday, 
the phone lines were down�  They were down again today�  There is a serious problem with the 
web chat function.  I have spoken to people who have, for the past three weeks, tried to talk 
to people via web chat on a daily basis but cannot get hold of anyone.  It is a serious problem.  
People cannot get clarity�  As a last resort, they come to Deputies and ask us to try to make rep-
resentations to get clarity in the first instance as to the current status of a passport application 
and whether can be sped up�  There are clearly issues�
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The Minister mentioned a number of offices.  I have received information that there are seri-
ous problems in terms of staffing in the Cork passport office.  The Minister might provide some 
statistics on whether there are staffing issues in there, and whether it is fully staffed or there are 
serious issues�  

There are serious problems with passport applications from citizens in the North.  There 
are significant delays.  The Minister will be well aware that for the first time, applications for 
Irish passports have exceeded those for British passports.  There are still problems in terms of 
people getting passports on time and getting clarity on the current status of an application.  Even 
elected public representatives in the North cannot make representations on behalf of applicants.  
Many areas need to be tightened up to ensure that people do not have to cancel holidays which, 
unfortunately, is happening at this point�

10/05/2022YY00400Deputy Simon Coveney: I would not claim we have a perfect system.  We do not.  We are 
improving it all of the time.  We are significantly upgrading the software this year, so we will 
have, in effect a new IT system running our passport system from next year, which will give us 
a lot more flexibility.  It is not a perfect system but we are putting extraordinary resources into 
ensuring that we have turnaround times that compare very favourably internationally.

I would like to give the Deputy a sense of what other countries experience, countries that we 
would regard as being towards the top of the class in terms of the delivery of passports.  In the 
UK, turnaround times are officially four to five weeks, but the UK’s passport service published 
a guidance that currently states all applicants should allow ten weeks for processing all kind of 
applications�  The US wait is eight to 11 weeks�  In Australia there is a wait of six weeks�  In 
Canada the wait is four weeks�  

10/05/2022YY00500Deputy John Brady: Can the Minister give me the percentages?

10/05/2022YY00600Deputy Simon Coveney: Some 45% of our passport renewals for adults are done within 48 
hours�  There is a lot that is good about our passport system, despite the fact that we are produc-
ing about double the number of passports each month this year compared to what we were pro-
ducing up until three or four years ago�  A total of 4,000 to 5,000 passports a day are going out to 
people.  There are individual cases where there are problems or difficulties with paperwork and 
we have glitches in the system, which happened this week and impacted on the phone lines.  We 
are addressing that.  It is not a perfect system, but there will be 900 people in passport offices in 
three different locations this summer to deal with volumes of passports that we have never seen 
before.  The vast majority of passports will be very smooth in terms of delivery.

10/05/2022YY00700United Nations

10/05/2022YY0080073� Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the cost and expense of 
Ireland’s United Nations Security Council membership broken down by expenditure in tabular 
form.  [23346/22]

10/05/2022YY00900Deputy Peadar Tóibín: What has been achieved by Ireland in our UN Security Council 
membership?  The question I tabled is about the cost of the project�  It is an important and 
prestigious role.  It is a role that obviously comes with significant responsibilities, as well as 
opportunities.  I would like to know the costs of achieving that and what has been achieved in 
terms of our foreign affairs objectives internationally.
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10/05/2022YY01000Deputy Simon Coveney: The question was about costs, so I will address that issue first and 
then come back to what we have achieved while we were there.

The costs incurred by Ireland during our campaign for a seat on the Security Council were 
approximately €860,000.  This includes the event launch, promotional material and campaign-
related travel and subsistence.  These costs compare favourably with those of our competitors.  
Norway, for example, spent €2.8 million on its campaign.  Canada, which we beat in that pro-
cess, spent €1.5 million.   Estonia, which served on the Security Council from 2020 to 2021, 
spent €1.5 million on its campaign. 

Membership of the Security Council brings with it a significantly increased workload.  The 
breadth and depth of the agenda has increased considerably since Ireland was last a member 
in 2001-02, and this requires a substantial contribution right across the Department�  The addi-
tional workload is most notable at headquarters in Dublin and at our Permanent Mission to the 
UN in New York.  Ireland’s embassy network also plays a central role, engaging with Govern-
ments and reporting on their approach to Council agenda items.  Staffing has been significantly 
increased in New York, in headquarters and in a number of embassies�  A dedicated Security 
Council task team in Dublin leads in coordinating our approach to all Security Council and UN 
issues�

Our tenure has involved some additional expenditure, including on salaries, premises, trav-
el, meetings and other events.  In New York, eight additional diplomatic officers, three attachés 
from the Department of Defence and 13 locally hired staff are working on Security Council is-
sues, and they also cover other duties.  Additional staff have also been allocated to the political 
division and development co-operation and Africa division at headquarters, as well as to key 
embassies in Africa and the Middle East�  The Department’s allocated budget for the costs of 
Ireland’s UN Security Council tenure is €4 million in 2021 and 2022. 

Travel costs include participation by New York-based staff in UN-sanctioned committee 
visits to countries subject to arms embargoes and targeted sanctions, as well as travel by head-
quarter-based staff to countries on the agenda on the Security Council and for consultations 
with other Security Council members, and some travel between Dublin and New York.  These 
increased resources help to ensure that Ireland can participate fully as a member of the Security 
Council and that we are properly informed in order that we can be as impactful as possible�  
Resources are kept under regular review.

10/05/2022YY01100Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I thank the Minister for the detail in the reply�  Am I correct that 
there are 80 additional diplomatic officers?

9 o’clock

10/05/2022ZZ00100Deputy Simon Coveney: No.  I did not give that figure.

10/05/2022ZZ00200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: My apologies�  I am seeking to quantify the total number of extra 
personnel�  The Minister may be able to assist me in that regard�

There is no doubt that the challenges faced by the Security Council and by Ireland are enor-
mous.  Ireland is a small country and we have to be realistic in respect of the impact it can make 
through the Security Council.  In fairness, however, it is right that we start to analyse the impact 
we are making, given the extra cost entailed and the necessity for help.  What progress has been 
made on some of our objectives, such as a mine-free world?  The Minister made a commitment 
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in that regard�  What progress has been made on reducing nuclear weapons proliferation, or 
even on the issue of Ukraine?  I note the Israeli and French leaders contacted Putin to see if they 
could influence his thinking in respect of driving towards a peaceful resolution to the conflict 
in Ukraine.  This Government seems to have a policy of outsourcing foreign policy towards the 
European Union in recent times.  Is the State utilising the leverage it has in this position to its 
maximum effect?

10/05/2022ZZ00300Deputy Simon Coveney: I assure the Deputy that we do not have a policy of outsourcing at 
all.  We are probably the most vocal small country on the planet when it comes to foreign policy.  
I challenge the Deputy to name a small country that is more vocal than Ireland is on many of the 
key issues at the moment.  We are about to take over the chair of the Council of Europe for the 
next six months.  We are on the Security Council and an extremely active member in the EU.  
We are vocal on almost all the UN panels and organisations.  If the Deputy is seeking examples 
of where Ireland has made an impact, he can take that of Ethiopia.  Effectively, Ireland was the 
penholder on that file on the Security Council, ensuring that others noticed the extraordinary 
events that were happening in Ethiopia last year in terms of violence and a civil war that was 
developing there.  In respect of Afghanistan, we have been, and continue to be, extremely vocal 
on women, peace and security issues.  We were extremely active in trying to assist many jour-
nalists to get out of Afghanistan and come to Ireland�  We work directly on getting humanitarian 
assistance into north-west Syria.   We are working with Norway on that and hold that file.  Of 
course, we almost got the first ever resolution on climate and security agreed on the Security 
Council.  We got a massive endorsement at the UN General Assembly, with 119 countries co-
sponsoring that Irish resolution.  To be clear, we are busy, active and impactful.

10/05/2022ZZ00400Deputy Peadar Tóibín: One of the obvious examples of Ireland deferring to European 
Union foreign policy relates to a decision in respect of the Russian ambassador�  In other words, 
people were being told that collective decisions are the strongest decisions.  When we have 
collective indecision, however, that is not strong in any way.  It brings us nowhere.  We have 
collective indecision in the European Union in that regard.

One of the main conversations in this country while Ireland has had this role in the UN is 
about whether Ireland should be giving arms to Ukraine.  Fine Gael Deputies have used the time 
to debate how we should shed our neutrality instead of actually using the competency we built 
up as peace workers throughout the planet.  The House has spent time on how we can move 
towards military blocks.  It is important for me to recognise that there have been positives, and 
I do welcome them, but there is far more we can do in respect of Afghanistan, Yemen, China, 
Palestine and Myanmar�  The Minister mentioned the issue of climate and security�  I ask him to 
do more on that because climate change will be one of the biggest threats to security in future�

10/05/2022ZZ00500Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): I need to be stricter on time.  I have been 
fairly loose in that regard thus far.  We will move on to Deputy Brady.

10/05/2022ZZ00600Ukraine War

10/05/2022ZZ0070074� Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details of the activities 
being undertaken by the Government on the United Nations Security Council and within the 
European Union in order to aid the Ukrainian people and help bring an end to the conflict in 
Ukraine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23371/22]
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10/05/2022ZZ00800Deputy John Brady: I ask the Minister to provide details of the actions being taken by the 
Government on the UN Security Council and within the EU in terms of providing assistance to 
Ukraine, given that we are coming close to three months since the illegal invasion by Russia of 
Ukraine.  What actions have been taken by Ireland to push for a diplomatic and peaceful solu-
tion to this brutal war?

10/05/2022ZZ00900Deputy Simon Coveney: Ireland has been a staunch and unwavering supporter of Ukraine 
in the face of Russian aggression�   We are not, and should not be, neutral in this war�  That does 
not mean that we are undermining traditional Irish neutrality�  We are not doing so�   We remain 
militarily non-aligned, but that does not mean Ireland does not take sides when a country is 
blatantly breaking international law and the UN Charter and brutalising another country, which 
is what is happening as we speak�

10/05/2022ZZ01000Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Nobody is arguing with that�

10/05/2022ZZ01100Deputy Simon Coveney: We should not be neutral on that issue�

On 19 April, I promised the Mayor of Bucha, Mr� Anatoliy Fedoruk, and the Ukrainian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Dmytro Kuleba, that I would brief the UN Security Council on my 
visit to Ukraine.  I was the first foreign minister of any country to visit Kiev.  A number of prime 
ministers were there before me�  I committed to highlighting Russia’s disregard for international 
humanitarian law�  Ireland will continue to use our membership on the UN Security Council to 
hold Russia accountable for its actions, as we would hold any country breaching international 
law accountable for its actions�

On 4 May, the European Commission presented proposals for a sixth package of sanctions 
aimed at depriving Russia and Belarus of the ability to wage war on Ukraine.  The package 
targets additional Russian and Belarusian banks, including Sberbank, Russia’s largest bank�  
Three big Russian state-owned broadcasters responsible for Russian state propaganda will be 
sanctioned and will be unable to distribute their content in any form in the EU or attract adver-
tising�  A complete import ban on all Russian oil is also proposed, to be introduced in an orderly 
and staged fashion�

Ireland has allocated €20 million in direct humanitarian assistance to Ukraine and neigh-
bouring countries via the International Committee of the Red Cross and UN agencies.  Addi-
tionally, at EU level, Ireland has contributed €11.5 million to EU humanitarian assistance of 
€550 million.  On 5 May, the Taoiseach participated in a pledging conference that raised €6.15 
billion in humanitarian and economic supports for Ukraine�

The EU is committed to providing support to the Ukrainian Government for its immediate 
needs and the reconstruction of a democratic Ukraine�  To that end, EU leaders agreed to set up 
a Ukraine solidarity trust fund.  The EU is thus far providing €1.5 billion in the European Peace 
Facility to support the Ukrainian armed forces.  Ireland is contributing its full share, at €33 mil-
lion so far, that will go towards non-lethal weapons only�

10/05/2022ZZ01200Deputy John Brady: I thank the Minister�  I absolutely agree that Russia needs to be held 
to account for its brutal invasion and human rights violations, including the murder of inno-
cent civilians in Bucha and other towns and cities across Ukraine.  I welcome the moves for 
the International Criminal Court, ICC, to hold Russia to account�  The heroism displayed by 
Ukrainian forces in the face of the brutal onslaught is an inspiration to the world�  Ultimately, 
however, it is diplomacy that will bring a conclusion to this barbaric war.  The international 
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community has to be responsible and work tirelessly to develop a space that would allow both 
protagonists enter into meaningful talks to bring an end to this brutal war�  What actions are 
being taken?  There have been some failed attempts.  It is probable that Russia was not being 
truthful in terms of engaging with Ukraine in the early days of the invasion.  What actions and 
measures are being taken by Ireland on the Security Council and within the EU to push for that 
space and to allow that diplomacy to take place?

10/05/2022ZZ01300Deputy Simon Coveney: I agree with the tenor of the question�  Of course, ultimately, this 
is about bringing the war to an end.   Like every other country, we have to find ways of doing 
that.  While that is proving impossible at the moment because the Kremlin does not want the 
war to end yet and, therefore, there is no basis for a possible ceasefire right now, that does not 
mean we should not keep trying.  In the meantime, we have to put in place the strongest pos-
sible deterrents to the continuation of the war.  That means very tough sanctions and helping 
the Ukrainians to defend themselves, as well as being as generous as we can from a humani-
tarian point of view to support Ukrainians who are fleeing to neighbouring countries or within 
Ukraine.  We are involved in all of that.  I assure the Deputy that my focus continues to be on 
exploring ways in which a ceasefire could be negotiated and agreed, and the conditions under 
which that would be possible.  We have to do so in a way that keeps Ukraine at the centre of all 
those discussions�  It must be a case of nothing about Ukraine without Ukraine�

10/05/2022AAA00200Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): Thank you, Minister.  We need to move 
on�

10/05/2022AAA00300Deputy Simon Coveney: That is all the people of Ukraine ask and that is the approach we 
take.  When I was in Kyiv, I spent at least an hour talking to two of the most senior negotiators 
for the Ukrainian President, who have negotiated and continue to negotiate with their Russian 
counterparts to explore those opportunities�

10/05/2022AAA00400Deputy John Brady: I agree that diplomacy is the only way�  Ultimately, this war will be 
brought to an end because of the failure, as we have seen, of the Russian military, which was 
made out to be a great fighting force.  Due to the heroism of the Ukrainian forces, it certainly is 
not having its own way.  It is hard to see how and when Russia will meet its military aims.  In 
the meantime, unfortunately, we are seeing civilians being butchered and cities being destroyed.

What role does the Minister see for a militarily non-aligned country such as Ireland in trying 
to push forward a peaceful solution?  I absolutely agree that it is right and proper for us to call 
out what is an illegal invasion, but the fact is we are militarily non-aligned.  There has to be a 
role for countries such as Ireland in developing a peaceful solution.

I welcome the Minister’s visit to Kyiv.  However, it is notable that we are one of a few coun-
tries that have not re-established its embassy there.  Doing so would show solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people in these horrible times.  Reopening our embassy would be a small but very 
meaningful way to show we extend our solidarity to them�

10/05/2022AAA00500Deputy Simon Coveney: First, it is important for us not be naive in terms of our own po-
tential influence.  However, we will continue to offer Ireland as a country that wants to explore 
compromise and solutions�  We will continue to keep talking, as is happening at Security Coun-
cil level and elsewhere.

I plan to reopen our embassy in Kyiv.  It is a step-by-step process because we have to man-
age the security consequences of doing so�  It should not be forgotten that I opened the embassy 
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only last August.  That thriving European city has, unfortunately, changed so much since then.  
Our ambassador is super, very able and anxious to get back to Kyiv.  I am anxious to reopen 
the embassy there and we will do so in a step-by-step process.  We are already moving back to 
Warsaw in Poland as the first step in that direction.  When we have the security issues assessed 
and resolved to my satisfaction, we will move to reopening the embassy in Kyiv.  I hope to be 
able to do that as soon as is practically possible�

10/05/2022AAA00600Passport Services

10/05/2022AAA0070075� Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps that are being 
taken to ensure first-time passports are issued within a reasonable timeframe (details supplied).  
[23343/22]

10/05/2022AAA00800Deputy Michael Collins: We have a very serious situation in this country in regard to ac-
cessing passport services.  I want to put forward a number of solutions and I hope the Minister 
will work with us to try to achieve them.  The first must involve addressing the issue of staffing.  
I note that he said earlier that more staff have been taken on.  In addition, passport offices must 
be fully reopened to the public.  People could solve a lot of their issues at the desk.  We also 
must look at post offices, where there is capacity to increase foot flow and where much more 
could be done in terms of passport services.  This is very important at a time post offices such 
as that in Goleen are due to close in the next few weeks�

10/05/2022AAA00900Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): The Deputy must allow the Minister to 
reply�

10/05/2022AAA01000Deputy Michael Collins: We need more foot flow into post offices.

10/05/2022AAA01100Deputy Simon Coveney: I thank the Deputy for his suggestions, which are very helpful.  
His question indicates he is primarily concerned with first-time passports, which is the process 
that is taking longer at the moment.  Since March of this year, the passport service has reduced 
the processing time for first-time applications from 40 working days to 30.  This 25% reduction 
in processing times is a direct result of the substantial level of investment my Department has 
made in the service.  It is important to note that the reduction in turnaround times for first-time 
applications took effect from 19 April.  Only fully complete applications submitted on or after 
that date can be processed within 30 days�

First-time passport applications take longer to process than renewal applications and there 
are a number of reasons for this�  First-time applications are necessarily complex to process, 
since, in many cases, they are applications for Irish citizenship.  The passport service must 
validate the true identity of the applicant and take measures to confirm his or her entitlement to 
Irish citizenship.  It is the statutory responsibility of the passport service to protect the integrity 
of the Irish passport.  Accordingly, a rigorous analysis process is in place to verify the identity 
and citizenship status of first-time applicants.  In the case of first-time passport applications 
for children, the consent of guardians must also be thoroughly validated.  Due to the intensive 
analysis and extra measures undertaken by highly trained and experienced staff, first-time ap-
plications take 30 working days to process�

There are currently 88,000 first-time online applications in the system.  Of these, 57% are 
complete and being processed by the Passport Office.  The other 43% require additional action 
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by the applicant or his or her parent�  This means applicants need to submit required docu-
mentation such as a witnessed guardian consent form  to progress the application�  I strongly 
urge anyone who is considering travelling overseas this year, particularly families with young 
children, to check the validity of their passports before booking travel and to apply for their 
passports in plenty of time�

My time is up but I will come back on the Deputy’s suggestions�

10/05/2022AAA01200Deputy Michael Collins: I thank the Minister for his reply�  I do not want to throw the baby 
out with the bathwater, as they say, and I must compliment his Department.  The staff have been 
very helpful to me in dealing with very difficult times for families in the past number of years.

What is being done to ensure first-time passports are issued within a reasonable timeframe?  
There are families who are given an estimated issue date and who book a holiday, perhaps for a 
week later, only to be told after the estimated issue date that there is a problem with the applica-
tion.  Surely such notice can be given at an earlier stage rather than at the final stage?  I dealt 
with a family of five who were supposed to go on holiday last week, with the baby’s passport 
to be issued on 5 May�  The parents found out there was an issue on 6 May, which meant they 
had to leave the baby at home.  It was okay for that family because there was somebody to look 
after the child but it is not an ideal situation.  The staff in my office are pulling the hair out of 
their heads because, like the staff of every other politician, they are inundated with calls and are 
spending 45 minutes on the telephone waiting for a reply�  It is not good enough in this day and 
age and it is creating serious issues that are taking a lot of time to resolve.

10/05/2022AAA01300Deputy Simon Coveney: My Department deals with tens of thousands of telephone calls�  
So far this year, the figure is some 90,000.  I may stand corrected on this but, from memory, that 
is the approximate number.  We have also set up an Oireachtas helpline for Members, which 
has dealt with thousands of calls.  However, I take the Deputy’s point.  There is an issue with 
people applying for a first-time passport for a child, getting an estimated delivery date, booking 
holidays and then later finding there is a problem with the application.  We are trying to address 
this by making sure the clock does not start again after applicants correct their paperwork or 
give the extra information needed.  Instead, we now prioritise corrected applications for con-
clusion within 15 days, provided the new paperwork is correct.  We made that change because 
of what Oireachtas Members have said to me in trying to improve the efficiency of the system.  
We are also trying to spot mistakes in applications a lot earlier to ensure that people do not find 
out about them weeks after they applied.  This is an area in which we are improving turnaround 
times�

10/05/2022AAA01400Deputy Michael Collins: I appreciate that.  As I said, it is very difficult to spend 45 min-
utes on the telephone.  I would not like to be the member of staff doing it and pulling the hair 
out of his or her head.  There is also an issue in that Members are only allowed five queries per 
day.  That is a difficulty because we might have ten queries on a given day and we must pick 
which five to raise.  There could be ten queries the day after and it always seems, at the end of 
the week, that there are a number of people whose issues cannot be dealt with�  That is terribly 
unfair�

Will the Minister ensure the estimated issue time online tracker is set to close to the actual 
date?  We have been told in replies to parliamentary questions that it is taking ten days for a 
simple renewal, 15 days for complex or child renewals and 30 days for first-time online appli-
cants�  That is just not factual�  If it were, there is no way I would be here today talking about it�
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I feel very strongly that passport offices should be open to the public.  The banks and every 
other place are open and getting on with business�

10/05/2022AAA01500Deputy Simon Coveney: The public desks are open�

10/05/2022AAA01600Deputy Michael Collins: However, we cannot go there and pick up passports for people, as 
we did before to help them out.  We were able to keep the whole thing flowing freely.  I know 
people who have not had a holiday for two years.  There is a huge influx of people looking for 
passports.  I do not want to be overly critical because I know a large volume of work is going 
on, but there surely must be a way to make it a little easier to get a passport�

10/05/2022BBB00100Deputy Simon Coveney: So far this year the Department has issued 400,000 passports, ap-
proaching 500,000.  We are trying to put the most efficient system in place.  We have a system 
whereby 4,000 to 5,000 passports a day are going out to people�  If half those people were to 
collect their passports at the desk in the Passport Office, it would slow the system down consid-
erably.  We have a system that works with An Post whereby we have a constant throughput of 
passports by the thousand every day.  If a passport needs to be pulled out of the system because 
an intervention is needed for whatever urgent reason, of course that can be facilitated.  The 
whole point of limiting the number of representations to five per week is to try to ensure that 
Deputies focus on the genuine and urgent cases as opposed to their constituency offices becom-
ing effective passport offices, which was the case for some Oireachtas Members in the past, as 
everybody knows.

10/05/2022BBB00200Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): I think we all feel like we have run a 
passport office-----

10/05/2022BBB00300Deputy Simon Coveney: Yes, so we are trying to get the system running by itself as ef-
ficiently as we can.

10/05/2022BBB00400Ukraine War

10/05/2022BBB0050076� Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the measures the interna-
tional community, including Ireland, is taking to address the issue of impending food shortages 
as a consequence of the war in Ukraine, particularly as it affects countries in the global south; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23372/22]

10/05/2022BBB00600Deputy John Brady: What action is Ireland and the international community taking to 
address what will, unfortunately, be impending food shortages due to the illegal invasion of 
Ukraine, given the supply of wheat and grains to the international community, particularly the 
global south?  That also includes Russia, which is also a major supplier�  There are major fears 
and concerns that this will kick-start serious challenges for the developing world.

10/05/2022BBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine has had a devastating impact on Ukraine and the Ukrainians.  With 
both countries together producing 12% of the world’s traded calories, the invasion has also 
driven global food, fuel and fertiliser prices to record highs.  This has particularly affected some 
of the most vulnerable countries in the world, which are reliant on food and fertiliser imports.

The World Food Programme, which Ireland supports, is particularly exposed to increased 
cereal prices and transport costs, making it much more expensive to support the additional 47 
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million people likely to be on the brink of famine resulting from the conflict.

Building on Irish Aid’s long-standing work to address hunger, my Department is working 
closely with international partners to help address the situation�  The International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, IFAD, has launched a crisis response initiative to help poor farmers 
withstand increased market turbulence and food prices.  Ireland provides more than €4 million 
annually to IFAD.  As a member of its executive board, we have been involved in steering this 
work�

At the UN Security Council, Ireland is the penholder on the conflict and hunger file.  Last 
month we hosted a high-profile meeting in New York to shine a light directly on the emerging 
food security crisis�

As the situation evolves, my Department will closely monitor the situation.  Ireland already 
spends €14 million per year on social protection programmes, which can be rapidly scaled up as 
necessary.  At the Nutrition for Growth Summit in December, Ireland pledged €800 million to 
nutrition work over the five years to 2026, including a three-year strategic partnership with the 
World Food Programme worth €75 million.  In 2020 Ireland spent approximately €193 million 
on programmes that addressed hunger�

10/05/2022BBB00800Deputy John Brady: I thank the Minister of State for his response�  Unfortunately, the 
conflict in Ukraine is making a dire situation even worse for tens of millions of people who 
have already been plunged into extreme poverty as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, armed 
conflicts, climate shock and economic turmoil in different regions of the globe.  Not only has 
the war disrupted shipping within the Black Sea, which has had a huge impact on the artery for 
grains and other commodities, but it has impacted exports from Russia and Ukraine to markets 
in Africa.  It has also had a huge impact on Afghanistan, which is on the brink of famine, given 
the serious challenges there, including drought, the pandemic and the freeze on the national 
assets�  Unfortunately, I think some of the targets and funding commitments made prior to the 
war will not be sufficient, given the scale of the challenges we face.  The Minister of State said 
Ireland is a penholder�  What measures will be taken now?

10/05/2022BBB00900Deputy Colm Brophy: In a number of areas, we continue our commitment to address 
directly things such as the price impacts�  The Department is encouraging our international 
partners to adjust programmes rapidly in response to the crisis�  It is also important that the in-
ternational response focuses on the need to prevent a further deterioration of food security.  As 
the Deputy and I both acknowledged, it is expected that the impacts will be felt in areas such 
as Ethiopia, Kenya and Afghanistan.  Irish embassies in those countries have worked closely to 
monitor the food security situation and the associated risk of conflict.  My officials will continue 
to work with international partners to encourage the diversification of food supply for countries 
that rely directly on imports from Ukraine and the Russian Federation�  We will also explore 
opportunities to support the scale-up of national social protection programmes to help vulner-
able food consumers�  In the longer term, we will continue to work with our partners�  The key 
is that the World Food Programme itself is very heavily reliant on directly buying from both 
Russia and Ukraine�

10/05/2022BBB01000Deputy John Brady: I welcome the Minister of State’s response�  As he will be well aware, 
the war has raised fuel prices, which have pushed up the cost of transporting food to some of 
the poorest parts of the world�  Some 45 of the world’s poorest countries depend on Ukraine 
and Russia for a third of their grain supply�  The Minister of State referred to the World Food 
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Programme.  Prior to the war, it faced a massive funding shortfall that forced it to cut rations in 
17 African countries, including Zimbabwe, Chad, South Sudan and Ethiopia�  The gap has wid-
ened as donors turn their attention to the conflict in Europe.  Every day I turn on the radio and 
listen to the news, I hear of more billions being given to Ukraine to fund its defence against the 
war�  Absolutely, Ukraine has to be defended, but there is a fallout from this and, unfortunately, 
I do not see similar announcements made in terms of commitments and donations to ensure that 
the world does not face into a serious humanitarian crisis�

10/05/2022BBB01100Deputy Colm Brophy: We continue to highlight the importance of the World Food Pro-
gramme and support for it.  It issued a terrifying warning, I believe, that an additional 47 million 
people could fall into the grip of acute hunger in 2022�  That is from a pre-war baseline of 276 
million people�  That means that up to 323 million people could become acutely food-insecure 
in 2022�  That is increasing for men, women, boys and girls�  Many of Ireland’s international 
humanitarian partners purchase their grain from Ukraine�  The impact of price increases means 
that the World Food Programme, realistically, will be able to reach fewer people with lifesav-
ing assistance within existing resources�  Global humanitarian responses will become more 
expensive, or else we will reach fewer people, at a time when global insecurity and food hunger 
have been increasing.  The United Nations Secretary-General has said the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine is holding a sword of Damocles over the global economy, especially for poorer and 
developing countries.  Ireland shares those concerns.  In December 2021 Ireland signed a three-
year strategic partnership with the World Food Programme�  That agreement commits Ireland 
to the provision of €75 million for the period up to 2024.

10/05/2022BBB01150Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions

10/05/2022BBB01200Overseas Development Aid

10/05/2022BBB0130077� Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
Ireland’s bilateral and multilateral overseas aid programme continues to meet the needs of the 
people in the various locations for which it is intended, with particular reference to the need 
to alleviate starvation and human rights abuses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22908/22]

10/05/2022BBB01400Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: This question seeks to ascertain the extent to which Ireland 
can focus attention on worldwide hunger at various locations, some in war zones, some not, and 
lead that campaign in such a way as to make it embarrassing for all who cause it�

10/05/2022BBB01500Deputy Colm Brophy: A Better World, Ireland’s international development policy, focuses 
Irish Aid’s work on meeting the needs of the furthest behind first, with an emphasis on those in 
the world’s poorest or most climate-exposed countries, especially women and girls.  Delivering 
on the ambition of A Better World includes a focus on food security and on upholding the rights 
of those we support.  The allocation to official development assistance for 2022 is €1 billion, 
the highest ever and a 20% increase of last year’s allocation.  Ireland, through the Irish Aid pro-
gramme, has a long tradition of assisting those most food insecure, through humanitarian action 
and also through investing in developing the agrifood chain in our partner countries.  This year, 
given the increase in hunger due to climate shocks and the invasion of Ukraine, I anticipate we 
will exceed the €193 million Irish Aid spent last year improving food security.  This cannot be 
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separated from interlinked issues of climate and conflict.

Our Irish Aid interventions are augmented by our work on the Security Council on the con-
flict and hunger file, where Ireland is pen holder, including a high profile meeting last month in 
New York�

With human rights a key foreign policy priority for Ireland, governance and rights is at the 
heart of Irish Aid interventions.  Through the aid programme, and through our embassies, the 
Department supports the work of human rights defenders�  This is augmented by support to 
United Nations agencies and our contribution to the work of the Human Rights Council and on 
the Security Council�

Underpinning Irish Aid’s work is a commitment to quality�  This has been internationally 
recognised, including in 2020, by an OECD review which found that Irish Aid “walks the talk”, 
with Irish funding reaching the poor and poorest countries�

  Additional information not given on the floor of the House

The respected international think tank, ODI, has consistently found Ireland to be the most 
principled donor country�

10/05/2022CCC00200Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: To what extent can Ireland, as a non-aligned country, focus 
such attention on the powers that be in whatever location abuses of human rights, hunger and 
starvation are taking place and seem to take place with impunity?  The number of incidents are 
growing with the number of years instead of the reverse.

There used be a time when the United Nations was revered and highly respected.  That is no 
longer the case.  It needs to be born again.  To what extent can Ireland influence that rebirth of 
the United Nations with a view to assisting directly those in greatest need?

10/05/2022CCC00300Deputy Colm Brophy: It is important to note as a member of the Security Council we are 
now dealing with a situation where there are, say, 30 files in this area compared to, say, 13 when 
we were last on the Security Council�

As I noted in my response to the Deputy, we are a very strong contributor in terms of the 
United Nations, and particularly in human rights.  That, I believe, is strengthened through our 
membership of the Security Council�

The Human Rights Council has a primary role within the United Nations system to promote 
and protect human rights globally and to address the situation of human rights violations.  In 
2021, the Human Rights Council, in addition to three regular scheduled meetings, also held five 
special sessions to address urgent crises right across Myanmar, the Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory, Israel, Afghanistan, Sudan and Ethiopia�

The recent 49th session of the Human Rights Council included an urgent debate on the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine adopting a resolution to establish a commission to investigate 
violations of human rights.  Likewise, Ireland’s membership of the United Nations Security 
Council provides an important opportunity to advance our foreign policy priorities, including 
the protection of human rights�

10/05/2022CCC00400Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Minister of State for mentioning Myanmar, where 
the Head of State is currently in prison and will be in prison for the foreseeable future�  Despite 
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the fact that she was revered once upon a time, she has been condemned to everlasting dark-
ness as far as is visible at this stage.  There are numerous other countries - I do not propose to 
go through them now�  There are numerous other cases, including cases where young girls are 
forced to travel long distances for a basic need - water.  A simple thing, it does not need an in-
ternational convention or anything else.  It needs a determination to move in and do something 
about it in the short term�  A small amount of money can do a great deal of good for a lot of 
people who cannot help themselves.

10/05/2022CCC00500Deputy Colm Brophy: Specifically, to come back to the Deputy on that particular point, 
that is a key part of my work within Irish Aid�  We fully recognise that�  A key emphasis of what 
we do with our aid programme is tackling gender inequality�  In promoting gender equality, par-
ticularly for young girls in access to education, one of the key aspects is to put in place systems 
that enable things such as the provision of water because it is not a simple equation between 
providing the schools or the education.  If one does not provide the structural changes within 
society and the supports to society, one will not free up the time for young girls traditionally 
are the water carriers in so many of these countries�  It is important to realise that right across 
our aid programme, which is viewed by most people as one of the most ethical aid programmes 
there is, we have “furthest behind first reach”, and that particularly works in the area of gender 
equality in areas such as the Deputy mentioned�

10/05/2022CCC00550International Sanctions

10/05/2022CCC0060078� Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if sanctions will be 
imposed on the Belarusian Government for its role in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22870/22]

10/05/2022CCC00700Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: There are many in this Chamber who found it difficult to 
stand and applaud a foreign dignitary when he addressed this Chamber not so long ago�  I am 
not one of those Deputies.  The majority of Deputies on the Government benches are not either.  
That said, will the Minister outline any additional sanctions that are likely to be considered here 
in relation to Belarus?

10/05/2022CCC00800Deputy Simon Coveney: I thank the Deputy�  It is important that this House focuses on 
Belarus’s role in this war as well as Russia’s because Belarus has been complicit in much of 
what has happened�

The EU has condemned Belarus’s involvement in Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified mili-
tary invasion of Ukraine.  In response to the invasion, since late February, the EU has adopted a 
wide range of sanctions measures targeting both Russia and Belarus�  A sixth sanctions package 
is currently under discussion and is expected to be adopted in the coming days�

These sanctions measures build on separate measures introduced by the EU following the 
fraudulent presidential elections in Belarus in August 2020�  Since October 2020, the EU has 
introduced a number of packages of Belarus sanctions in response to, among other things, unac-
ceptable violence by the Belarusian authorities against peaceful protesters, the instrumentalisa-
tion of migrants for political purposes and hybrid attacks at the EU’s borders�

Significant restrictions have already been placed on trade between the EU and Belarus, in 
particular, on goods used for the production of tobacco products, mineral fuels and gaseous 
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hydrocarbon products as well as potash, wood, cement, iron, steel and rubber products�  Re-
strictions have also been imposed on exports to Belarus of dual-use goods and technology that 
might contribute to Belarus’ military, technological, defence and security development.

In addition, a range of measures targets the Belarusian financial sector.  Three Belarusian 
banks have been removed from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommuni-
cation, SWIFT, financial messaging system and transactions with the Central Bank of Belarus 
are prohibited.  Furthermore, limits have been placed on financial inflows from Belarus to the 
EU by prohibiting the acceptance of deposits exceeding €100,000 from Belarusian nationals or 
residents, the holding of accounts of Belarusian clients by the EU central securities depositories 
as well as the selling of euro-denominated securities to Belarusian clients.  The provision of 
euro-denominated bank notes to Belarus is also prohibited�  Lastly, a ban has been placed on 
the listing and provision of services in relation to shares of Belarusian state-owned entities on 
EU trading venues.

The sanctions adopted since February 2022 include asset freezes and travel bans targeting 
42 Belarusian military personnel�

10/05/2022CCC00900Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: Belarus’ actions go back to, as the Minister mentioned in his 
response, the fraudulent presidential election in 2020�  A number of sanctions were imposed at 
that time.  Subsequently, their involvement in the war in Ukraine has led to further sanctions.

I welcome all the measures that have been taken heretofore.  I understand that we are work-
ing with our EU colleagues and partners in terms of the six packages, as the Minister men-
tioned�  I would implore the Minister, as, in fairness, he has done in the past, to ensure that 
Ireland would be at the forefront in calling for those further sanctions and that those sanctions 
would be robust and deal severe consequences to Belarus.

I note that the G7 met a number of days ago�  Out of their discussions, there was a further 
ban on palladium, potassium and other metals and chemicals�  I would hope that we follow in a 
similar vein as we have heretofore.  I urge the Minister that Ireland would follow-up robustly.

10/05/2022CCC01000Deputy Simon Coveney: There are many in this House who have a knowledge and con-
nection with Belarus - I suspect Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan is probably one of them - as have I.  
Since the fraudulent presidential elections, the European Union has focused on trying to support 
and facilitate democracy in Belarus�  Certainly, the facilitation by the Belarusian authorities of 
a Russian military build-up in Belarus in order to facilitate the invasion of Ukraine also makes 
the Belarusian authorities complicit in what has happened�

What we are trying to do within the European Union is ensure that whatever sanctions we 
are applying to Russia are also fully replicated in the context of Belarus so that we can, as I say, 
create the maximum possible deterrent for the continuation of this war across both Russia and 
Belarus�

10/05/2022DDD00100Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: The Minister voiced the sentiments I was going to finish on 
with regard to Belarus and its conduct�  I hope the role it played in facilitating this war will not 
be forgotten, because it has facilitated it at every corner.  It has facilitated the Russian regime 
by giving it a base for launching attacks and so forth.  I also urge that its Government’s actions 
not be forgotten when this sorry tale is finally brought to a conclusion.  I hope people here do 
not forget the actions of those who have facilitated propaganda on the European stage and have 
been an embarrassment to this country�  I would liken Lukashenko’s relationship with Putin to 
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Clare Daly MEP and Mick Wallace MEP in terms of their promotion of Russian propaganda�  I 
hope that will not be forgotten here when this is brought to a conclusion�

10/05/2022DDD00200Deputy Simon Coveney: My focus is to do everything we can as a country and as a mem-
ber of the European Union to bring this war to an end and to promote democracy in Belarus 
to ensure that the people there get the government and the president they elect, as opposed 
to skewed election results.  The only tools we have available to us for doing that for now are 
sanctions�  Belarus is so reliant on Russia now for its security that, unfortunately, the current 
Belarusian regime is shackled to the decisions of the Kremlin.  We have to treat both in the con-
text of the deterrents we are putting in place for the continuation of this war�  It is to be hoped 
we can move beyond that in time when this war comes to an end, but for now the focus has got 
to be on ending the violence and brutality we see in Ukraine, which has to a certain extent been 
facilitated through Belarus�

10/05/2022DDD00300Northern Ireland

10/05/2022DDD0040079� Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the discussions that he 
has had recently with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland about affairs in Northern Ire-
land; if the possibility of transferring additional powers to the Executive was discussed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22654/22]

10/05/2022DDD00500Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: This question relates to discussions that have taken place between 
the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the Minister about affairs in Northern Ireland.  It 
also asks if there has been any consideration of giving the Executive additional powers once it 
is up and running, transferring sovereignty from Westminster to the sovereign people of Ireland.

10/05/2022DDD00600Deputy Simon Coveney: I thank the Deputy for his question�

As part of the Government’s commitment to supporting the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement and maintaining strong relationships, I remain in regular contact with the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland and with the parties.  I met virtually with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland on 5 May, the day of the Assembly elections, to discuss a number of issues in 
that important context�  Following the results of the elections in Northern Ireland, I spoke with 
the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland on Saturday to discuss the outcomes of the elections 
and the need for both Governments to work in support of the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement�  We continue to remain in close contact�

The Secretary of State and I also met in person at the British-Irish Intergovernmental Con-
ference on 23 March, where a number of issues relating to Northern Ireland were discussed, 
including political stability, security co-operation, legacy, and rights and citizenship matters.  
The British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference is an important institution of the Good Friday 
Agreement, bringing together the British and Irish Governments under strand three of the Good 
Friday Agreement to promote bilateral co-operation on matters of mutual interest within the 
competence of both Governments.

I take this opportunity to say that, in many ways, one of the most concerning developments 
in the last number of days has been the signal of intent from the British Government in the con-
text of resolving the outstanding issues on the implementation of the Northern Ireland protocol.  
The British Prime Minister and the British Government have signalled that they intend to break 
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international law and to introduce legislation of their own to set aside elements of the protocol�  
That is a complete breach of faith�  It will undermine partnership, which is essential for trying 
to resolve these issues.  It is also undemocratic, in my view.  Some 53 of the 90 MLAs who 
were elected in the elections support the protocol and if they were to vote in the morning on the 
retention of the protocol, they would vote “Yes”.  Of course, there are issues to be resolved, and 
there is a large unionist community that is very concerned about the implications of the protocol 
and its implementation, but the way to resolve those issues is through partnership, not illegal 
unilateral action�

10/05/2022DDD00700Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I am opposed to illegal unilateral action.  That is why I was very 
interested when the Minister spoke about security co-operation�  In that regard, there are Irish 
citizens who are waiting eight years for a trial in the northern part of this island.  In the Minis-
ter’s discussions on security co-operation, did he speak to the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland about the total unacceptability of people anywhere having to wait eight years for a trial?  
Has he raised with him the fact that the security police in Northern Ireland are under Westmin-
ster and not under the local authority?  If one asks the Minister for Justice there, she will say 
that security issues are above her pay grade.  This has resulted in an inordinate amount of stop 
and search, people who are tagged and out on bail being searched, woken up in the middle of 
the night and so forth�  I am interested to hear how the Minister’s security co-operation discus-
sions have been proceeding.

10/05/2022DDD00800Deputy Simon Coveney: Generally, the security co-operation discussion revolves around 
the co-operation between the Police Service of Northern Ireland, PSNI, and An Garda Sío-
chána.  If there are cases, and the Deputy has mentioned some to me in the past, of individuals 
in prison or awaiting trial that he would like me to raise with the Secretary of State to get an 
answer, I am happy to do that for him.  At the last British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference 
there were no specific cases raised.  As I said, the security co-operation focus is primarily on the 
relationship between the PSNI and An Garda Síochána, which is probably stronger than it has 
ever been in terms of co-operation.  That is a good thing and it is something we should continue 
to encourage.  However, if the Deputy has concerns about specific cases, I can try to inquire 
about them for him�

10/05/2022DDD00900Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I deeply appreciate that.  My difficulty is not with the Garda and 
PSNI relationship, which is Naomi Long’s devolved Department of Justice of Northern Ireland 
relationship with the Department of Justice here�  I am more concerned about British security 
in Northern Ireland, which is a serious problem and a serious impediment to getting rid of vio-
lence on this island once and for all.  Instead of aiding getting rid of it, it has the opposite effect.  
It is my view that it is hard for somebody from outside the island to understand the nuances of 
history and tradition on this island�

On a second issue, Scotland has some powers, particularly powers over taxation, that North-
ern Ireland does not have.  Has there been any discussion about extending powers that are in 
other devolved jurisdictions to the legislature in Northern Ireland?  As I said, it is basically 
transferring sovereignty from Westminster back to Irish people of all colours in this island.

10/05/2022DDD01000Deputy Simon Coveney: To be honest, the focus of the conversations has been on trying to 
get stability and a return to a functioning Executive and Assembly as soon as possible after the 
election.  This has been a divisive election, and that is not a criticism of the parties.  At present, 
there is significant work to do to get the Assembly to elect a Speaker and to function and, im-
portantly, to get an Executive up and running so Northern Ireland can ensure that people from 
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Northern Ireland who are directly elected by people in Northern Ireland are making political 
decisions on their behalf.  There are obstacles to that happening.  There is no justification for a 
refusal to enter those devolved government structures.  Certainly, having a functioning Execu-
tive in Northern Ireland would assist in trying to resolve some of the outstanding issues linked 
to the protocol and other issues, such as legacy, that we have to deal with as well.  That will be 
our focus in the days and weeks ahead�

10/05/2022DDD01100Trade Relations

10/05/2022DDD0120080� Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his Department 
has reviewed the current situation with congestion in the port of Shanghai, the implications this 
will have for global supply chains and ultimately its impact on the Irish economy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22968/22]

10/05/2022DDD01300Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: We saw how the Covid-19 restrictions disrupted supply 
chains and led to price increases in many scarce materials.  China has severe lockdowns at 
present and Ireland does a great deal of trade there, at in exess of €28 billion in goods and ser-
vices.  What measures are being taken to minimise disruption to supply chains and to minimise 
price increases?  Many people here are already struggling with the cost of living and inflation.

10/05/2022EEE00200Deputy Simon Coveney: As the question had a specific focus on congestion at the Port of 
Shanghai, I went to some trouble to try to get the Deputy an answer on this particular issue�  The 
Department of Foreign Affairs, together with the embassy in Beijing and consulates general in 
Shanghai and Hong Kong, is closely monitoring the Covid-19 situation in China.  This includes 
the current challenging circumstances in Shanghai, a city that has been under lockdown for 
more than a month�  I am also aware of reports of shipping congestion at Shanghai Port attribut-
ed to the impact of public health measures there and the related impacts on global value chains. 

One of the main responsibilities of the Department is ensuring the welfare of our citizens 
abroad.  The consulate in Shanghai is providing consular services to a number of Irish citizens 
and is also providing support to the Irish business community in Shanghai.  The embassy in 
Beijing continues to liaise closely with the wider Irish team, including the consulate in Shang-
hai and the offices of State agencies, to ensure that the impact of this lockdown is as limited as 
possible on Irish businesses in China�

Despite the pandemic, bilateral trade between Ireland and China continues to grow�  This 
reflects Ireland’s strong trading performance globally.  Trade in goods was worth more than €20 
billion in 2021.  In 2020, total bilateral trade of goods and services was worth €28.8 billion.  
We continue to engage with China to ensure a strong trading relationship and one that is in line 
with our values.

Last month, my colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade, and Employ-
ment, published a new Government trade and investment strategy, Value for Ireland, Values for 
the World.  One of the seven priority actions of that strategy is the establishment of an expert 
group on global value chains and supply chains to identify global supply chain opportunities 
and threats�  The group will examine themes such as economic nationalism, open strategic au-
tonomy, and reshoring initiatives.  The Department will contribute, as appropriate, to this expert 
group.  This will include providing economic updates on key markets globally as requested, 
including China�
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10/05/2022EEE00300Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: I understand the Shanghai consulate is supporting Irish citi-
zens and the business community there.  Does the Minister have a measure of how the lockdown 
is impacting on them, their businesses and their ability to conduct business back and forth to 
Europe and globally?  More than €20 billion in goods is traded each year.  There are now more 
than 500 vessels stuck in congestion outside Shanghai and other major Chinese ports.  This will 
have an impact on the individuals and their businesses.  The availability of these materials here 
will have a knock-on effect on the cost.  How many Irish citizens are involved?  Will they and 
their businesses be able to get through the lockdown?  The very severe lockdown has already 
been in place for a month�

10/05/2022EEE00400Deputy Simon Coveney: I have quite a lot of information on the number of citizens and so 
on that I can send to the Deputy afterwards if it would be helpful�  He clearly has an interest in 
this issue�  The Irish Embassy in Beijing, together with our consulates in Shanghai and Hong 
Kong, are working closely with State agencies to assist Irish businesses and citizens to manage 
the impact of the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions in China.  These are challenging circumstances.  
Movement in and out of China has become very difficult with flights at approximately 2% of 
pre-pandemic levels.  Ireland has continued to engage directly with the Chinese authorities 
to ensure positive bilateral trading relations.  Our embassy in Beijing and the four Irish State 
agencies operating in China participated in the China International fair for Trade in Services in 
Beijing last September�  Ireland was a country of honour at the fair�  It also participated in the 
China International Consumer Products Expo last May.  Both served as excellent opportunities 
to raise Ireland’s profile to a wider Chinese audience and to assist Irish companies to grow their 
businesses in China�

10/05/2022EEE00500Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: I thank the Minister�  Many people here are struggling with 
the cost of living and inflation is running at almost 7%.  Energy prices are seen as a huge com-
ponent of this.  More and more everyday items are becoming involved.  This is impacting on the 
cost of living and challenging people.  As I said earlier, we saw how the disruption in insulation 
and timber impacted on construction costs after our lockdown�

This is affecting €20 billion worth of all types of goods, including machinery, electronics, 
dishwashers, fridges and textiles coming out of China�  There is disruption in supply and sub-
sequent price increases are expected in scarce materials here that will hit the cost of living for 
people and put more pressure on them.  It is not exclusively an Irish problem.  It is also hitting 
people throughout Europe and globally�  Has the Minister engaged with EU colleagues on mea-
sures that could be taken and on co-operating to see whether the disruption and cost for people 
could be minimised?

10/05/2022EEE00600Deputy Simon Coveney: Foreign direct investment has deeply embedded Ireland in global 
value supply chains and, in turn, supported Irish companies to access value chains driving 
productivity and innovation growth.  The current geopolitical environment, coupled with the 
impact of Covid and the twin green and digital transitions, has placed increased focus on future 
global value supply chains.  In this context, therefore, it is important to consider the associated 
risks and opportunities for Ireland.  As I mentioned in my response earlier, the Government’s 
latest trade and investment strategy has a strong focus on supply chain preparedness and risk.  
The establishment of an expert group on global value chains and supply chains will be an im-
portant step to move the plan forward.  What the Deputy says is true.  We are seeing a funda-
mental rethink in much global trade.  The contribution of the Covid experience, whereby many 
companies found they simply could no longer rely on global supply chains, and war in Ukraine 
and countries linked to it reinforces this�  This will focus a rethink of the globalised economy 
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in this regard�

10/05/2022EEE00650Human Rights

10/05/2022EEE0070081� Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the response of the Govern-
ment to reports that Israeli authorities are holding 600 Palestinians without charge under what 
Israel terms administrative detention; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [22880/22]

10/05/2022EEE00800Deputy John Brady: Time and again we see the total disregard Israel has for international 
law.  We have seen it again in its illegal detention of up to 600 Palestinian prisoners without 
charge or trial in what is described as administrative detention.  What actions are being taken to 
hold Israel to account for its flagrant breaches of international law in this regard?

10/05/2022EEE00900Deputy Simon Coveney: I am aware of reports of the scale of administrative detention cur-
rently in operation by the Israeli authorities.  I have called on the Israeli authorities to end this 
practice completely�

Ireland’s position on these issues is, and will continue to be, based on international law�  De-
tainees must have the right to be informed of the charges underlying any detention, have access 
to legal assistance, and receive a fair trial.  Ireland has repeatedly recalled to Israel the applica-
bility of international human rights standards and international humanitarian law in respect of 
detainees, in particular obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention.

Ireland has been proactive in consistently highlighting these issues at the UN Security 
Council during our current term, including calling for progress on prisoners’ issues and raising 
concerns regarding the detention of minors�  At the Human Rights Council, Ireland has called 
on the Israeli authorities, in accordance with their obligations under Article 9 of the UN Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to refrain from conducting arbitrary arrests and 
to follow the acceptable procedure established by law regarding arrest and detention�  Ireland 
also made a recommendation to Israel regarding the treatment of detainees during the universal 
periodic review of Israel at the Human Rights Council in 2018, expressing concern at Israel’s 
extensive use of administrative detention in particular.  I have also raised these issues myself 
directly with the Israeli authorities during my visits to the region.  I have been there quite a few 
times now�

Ireland’s representative office in Ramallah continues to provide support in the monitoring 
of individual detainee cases.  In addition, both Ireland and the EU provide financial support to 
Israeli and Palestinian NGOs that are active in bringing to light issues regarding the treatment 
of detainees.   The overall human rights situation in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory 
remains a priority, and Ireland will continue to take every opportunity to raise this with all ap-
propriate interlocutors�

As the Deputy knows, I met the Palestinian foreign minister, as did the Deputy’s party, in 
recent days.  We discussed a range of issues some of which I will raise at the Foreign Affairs 
Council�

10/05/2022EEE01000Deputy John Brady: When a democratic state arrests and detains someone, it is required 
to charge the person, present its evident in an open trial, allow for a full defence and try to 
persuade an impartial judiciary of its obligations beyond a reasonable doubt.  Administrative 
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detention, as the Minister is well aware, in contrast allows a state to arrest and detain a person 
without charge, without a trial, without knowing the evidence against him or her and without a 
fair judicial review.

10 o’clock

In violation of international law, more than 600 Palestinians, including in excess of 160 mi-
nors, are being held by Israel based on secret evidence and are being for renewable six-month 
periods.  In response to a previous question, the Minister said that the UN Security Council 
would hold any other country to account for breaking international law to the same standard as 
Russia�  In that light, what actions are being taken by the international community, including the 
UN Security Council, to hold Israel to account?

10/05/2022FFF00200Deputy Simon Coveney: I have just told the Deputy about a range of things we have been 
doing in terms of raising the matter.  However, Ireland does not control the foreign policy deci-
sions of other countries�  We try to make arguments that can build consensus around internation-
al action on a range of things, including the Middle East peace process, be it arbitrary detention, 
illegal expansion of settlements, settler violence, forced evictions or terrorism against Israeli 
citizens by Hamas and others.  We raise these issues all the time.  I am probably the most vocal 
foreign minister on the relationship between Israelis and Palestinians�  I will be talking about 
this issue again in the Foreign Affairs Council on Monday when we will discuss the European 
Commission needing to release funding that is due to the Palestinian Authority from last year, 
which has not yet happened despite-----

10/05/2022FFF00300Deputy John Brady: The Minister is well aware that several Palestinians in administra-
tive detention have gone on prolonged hunger strike in protest, with many developing lifelong 
health issues.  One individual, Khalil Awawdeh, is in his 69th day of hunger strike.  He was 
detained on 27 December 2021 and placed in administrative detention without charge or trial 
based on secret evidence.  The international community is failing utterly in not acting in a co-
herent manner regarding breaches of international law and human rights, neither of which are 
à la carte.  While the Minister cannot speak for the international community, he has a voice 
which, in fairness, he is not afraid to use, but we must act unilaterally to hold Israel to account�  
That means taking action ourselves if the international community is going to stick its head in 
the sand and allow these grave human rights violations to take place.

10/05/2022FFF00400Deputy Simon Coveney: We often have these discussions in respect of acting unilaterally 
on the assumption that Ireland doing something on a unilateral basis will force fundamental 
change internationally�  That is not always the way it works�  From my experience of interna-
tional politics, you must build consensus and coalitions around change and pressure, which is 
why we are putting pressure on Russia as a collective in the EU.  Does the Deputy think Ireland 
on its own would be able to change direction?  I doubt it�

As already stated, the Government has been proactive in raising the issue of Palestinian 
prisoners across a range of multilateral fora, as well as in our bilateral contacts with Israel�  We 
will continue to do that�  I reiterate Ireland’s commitment to the rights of all detainees to a fair 
trial and our strong support for calls to end the practice of administrative detention.  Ireland’s 
approach to this issue as part of our overall policy relating to the Middle East peace process, 
which emphasises the role of international law and international humanitarian law, will remain 
a priority�
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10/05/2022FFF00500Passport Services

10/05/2022FFF0060082� Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of passport ap-
plications from Dublin that are currently outstanding; the planning that is being carried out to 
ensure that there is no repeat of the delays with applications experienced in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22893/22]

10/05/2022FFF0070083� Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number 
of first-time passport applications in the Passport Office; the steps being taken to reduce and 
maintain the current wait time for first-time passport applications; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22909/22]

10/05/2022FFF0080085� Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of applica-
tions for passports from counties Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Galway and Donegal, 
respectively, that are currently outstanding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22652/22]

10/05/2022FFF00900Deputy John Lahart: My question concerns the number of outstanding passport applica-
tions from Dublin and the planning carried out to ensure that there is no repeat of the delays 
with applications experienced in 2021�

10/05/2022FFF01000Deputy Simon Coveney: I propose to take Questions Nos� 82, 83 and 85 together�

There has been a lot about passports this evening, but I will keep talking about them if Mem-
bers want me to.  I will arrange to have the figures requested by the Deputies on passport appli-
cations from counties Dublin, Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Galway and Donegal shared 
directly with them following this session.  Applications from various counties are distributed 
for processing across the three passport offices in Dublin and Cork on the basis of the type of 
application rather than county of residence of the applicant�  Passport application turnaround 
times are the same for all citizens regardless of county or, indeed, country of residence.

The passport service recently reduced its turnaround time on first-time passports from 40 
working days to 30.  This is a significant reduction given the unprecedented volume of applica-
tions being received.  The passport service is focused on reducing this processing time even 
further in the coming months.  The service is currently experiencing high demand for first time 
passports, particularly for children.  There are currently 88,000 online first-time applications in 
the system.  The service has issued over 400,000 passports to date in 2022.  To put this number 
in context, 634,000 passports were issued in total in 2021�  In four months, up to the end of 
April, the service has issued over 63% of the total number of passports issued last year.  De-
mand for passports continues to be very high with unprecedented levels of applications continu-
ing to be received.  Over 130,000 applications were received in April alone.

Passport service figures show that of the total number of passport applications in the system, 
61% are fully complete and are being processed by the service.  The other 39% of applications 
are incomplete, which means the service is waiting for the applicant to submit the necessary 
documentation required.  While the service makes every effort to contact applicants in such 
circumstances, its experience is that many applicants take weeks and sometimes months to send 
in the necessary documents�  Applications that are incomplete cannot be processed within the 
average turnaround times.

The Irish passport was recently ranked fifth in the Henley Global Passport Index because 
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it provides our citizens with visa-free access to 187 countries.  This is something we can all be 
proud of.  However, in order to maintain this ranking and to protect the integrity of the Irish 
passport, the passport service must validate the true identity of the applicant and take measures 
to confirm the applicant’s entitlement to Irish citizenship.  This is particularly important in the 
case of first-time applicants.

The resourcing of the service to respond to current demand for passports is a priority for my 
Department, which has been working with the Public Appointments Service on a major recruit-
ment drive.  Since June 2021, more than 300 members of staff at all grades have been assigned 
to the passport service.  In addition, the service is running its own recruitment competition for 
temporary clerical officers with a view to assigning additional staff.  Interviews have concluded 
and candidates are currently undergoing Garda vetting.  Following the clearance process, the 
service will appoint 150 temporary clerical officers and will see staffing numbers increase to 
more than 900.  This represents a doubling of staff numbers since last summer.  These increased 
staffing levels will be maintained right throughout the year to ensure that demand for passports, 
particularly first-time applications, is met.

There is an ongoing process of reform within the passport service.  This process has deliv-
ered a number of transformational improvements for citizens at home and abroad, in particular 
the roll-out of the Passport Online service.  Over 90% of all passport applications, including 
first-time applications, are now being made through Passport Online.  Passport Online is the 
priority channel for applications as there are many efficiencies built into the system for both 
the applicant and the passport service.  All Irish citizens, including children, can use the online 
system to renew their passports from anywhere in the world�  Passport Online can be accessed 
by all first-time applicants, both children and adults, in Ireland, Northern Ireland, Great Britain, 
all EU member states and most other countries in Europe, as well as Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the US.  The Passport Online service recently expanded for first-time applicants in 
South Africa, Singapore, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mauritius, Lesotho, Colombia, Panama, Chile, 
Peru and Ecuador.  The Passport Online service offers Irish citizens the ability to apply online 
for their passport 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  It is a user-friendly, efficient service that 
consistently offers processing times up to four times faster than paper-based passport renewal 
applications�

The next major reform under way is the replacement of the core technology underpinning 
the passport service.  The current system, which was launched in 2004, will be replaced by a 
more modern and integrated system�  This complex project is currently at an early stage and 
officials from my Department are actively working with the vendor to outline the high-level 
design of the new system.  Extensive detailed design, testing and phased implementation is to 
follow over the remainder of this year and much of 2023.  It is intended that the new system will 
be substantially operational by the end of 2023.  This will ensure the passport service benefits 
from a standard, scalable and resilient technical platform capable of handling increased appli-
cation volumes while maintaining the high standards of security that constitute the hallmark of 
the Irish passport.  I know this is a long reply but I am trying to give as much information as 
possible to the House regarding the complexity of the system�  I am happy to take any further 
questions Deputies may have.

10/05/2022GGG00100An Ceann Comhairle: We have five supplementary questions, at a minute each, starting 
with Deputy Lahart�

10/05/2022GGG00200Deputy John Lahart: I appreciate the Minister’s reply and I want to acknowledge the 
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sterling work being done by officials in the Department, under immense pressure, to deal with 
the conveyor belt of applications coming in.  The Minister referred to 88,000 first-time applica-
tions this year, which is a pretty phenomenal figure.  The fact that 400,000 passport applications 
have been made in the year to date when the total for the whole of last year was 650,000 is also 
highly significant.

I particularly welcome the fact that the Department is going to double the number of staff 
in the Passport Office.  However, one figure stands out in that context.  Staff numbers will be 
doubled in comparison to last year but based on the statistics the Minister has given, there will 
be three times the number of applications this year�  I ask the Minister to deal with that�

The second issue I want to raise is the WebChat facility.  I have a list, just from today-----

10/05/2022GGG00300An Ceann Comhairle: I am afraid the Deputy is nearly out of time�

10/05/2022GGG00400Deputy John Lahart: I have a list, just from today, of criticisms, the main one being that 
the facility is simply unavailable.  Again, I appreciate the pressure staff and officials are under 
but I ask the Minister to address that matter too�

10/05/2022GGG00500Deputy Alan Dillon: It is reassuring to hear of the work that is under way to deliver effi-
ciencies and to provide a more resilient passport service.  I also want to acknowledge the staff 
in the Department and the Passport Office and thank them for their sterling work.  I wish to raise 
an issue relating to the 39% of applications that are incomplete, namely the frustration of par-
ents with the action that occurs with the estimated due date within the eight-week period�  It is 
causing huge frustration when, at the eleventh hour, parents have to adapt or react to incomplete 
witness consent forms or additional photos.  This is driving an increase in the waiting time of 
an additional three weeks, which is causing a lot of concern�  The public needs to be properly 
advised by the Passport Office regarding the tracker not being accurate in that period.  I would 
like that issue resolved.

10/05/2022GGG00600Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: We are all dealing with the same issues here, the main one be-
ing the waiting times.  The Minister spoke previously about streamlining the process, particu-
larly for first-time applications for children, although I accept the necessary due diligence must 
be done.  We all accept that there is a need for additional resources, including staff and technol-
ogy, to make sure we can deal with the large numbers of applications going through the system�

There is a particular issue with consent forms�  Sometimes they are signed by a member 
of An Garda Síochána and contact must be made by the Passport Office with gardaí to verify 
same.  The Passport Office must make three attempts to make contact but sometimes gardaí 
cannot find the particular book, the form cannot be signed off and people have to go through 
the process again.  That is a difficulty and we need to find a solution.  I accept that the process 
should be improved by the gardaí themselves but we need to find a solution.

10/05/2022GGG00700Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I also have huge concerns.  At the moment, 438 
applications from County Carlow on the system have been flagged for documents that the appli-
cant has yet to submit�  That is only Carlow itself and with that is the problem of the timescale�  
People can be waiting weeks to hear from the Passport Office that their documents are not fully 
complete and that is really unacceptable.  I do not like to criticise the Passport Office but we 
knew this was going to happen.  The staff are totally overworked and the waiting time to get 
an answer on the phone is just not acceptable�  This week alone, I had one family who did not 
make their holiday because they did not get a passport.  I have another case where some family 
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members got away but others did not�

The big question I want to ask is about the plans to establish an online portal service in 
January 2022 that would allow queries for all application types to be submitted directly to the 
Passport Office by Oireachtas Members to provide additional assistance to citizens.  I ask the 
Minister for an update on that�

10/05/2022GGG00800Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: The time it takes to get a passport is causing a lot of stress for 
people who are planning to travel.  There are particular issues with regard to first-time applica-
tions and the guardianship form that is signed in a Garda station.  When the Passport Office is 
not able to verify the form, the application is sent back and this causes huge stress for families.  I 
have raised this at joint policing committee meetings and also directly with An Garda Síochána.  
Gardaí are getting a large volume of calls from the Passport Office to verify these forms.  One 
not particularly busy

Garda station was getting up to 13 calls per hour to verify a form that had been stamped and 
signed.  There are huge difficulties if a particular Garda station is closed because the call is then 
forwarded to the district headquarters but the daybook will not be available there to verify the 
form, so more calls are needed as a result�  Is there a way of streamlining this process?  When I 
raised it at the joint policing committee meeting, it was suggested that an email with a list of the 
people verified in a station each day could be sent to avoid the repeated calls.

10/05/2022GGG00900Deputy Simon Coveney: The Deputies have asked a lot of very fair questions and I will try 
to respond to them all.  First, there was never a suggestion of a system for Oireachtas Members 
where they could apply for passports on behalf of the public�

10/05/2022GGG01000Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: No, only for information-----

10/05/2022GGG01100Deputy Simon Coveney: We cannot turn Deputies’ offices into a passport service.  What 
we do have is an Oireachtas phone line that handles queries.  It is not perfect but so far this year 
more than 10,000 calls have been taken on that line and the customer service hub has handled 
95,000 queries this year�  It is really busy and sometimes there are interruptions in the system, 
as there have been over the past few days and when that happens and the public cannot get 
through on the lines, they contact their local Deputy, understandably, because they need to find 
out what is happening with their passport application�  We are trying to keep those interruptions 
to a minimum, where possible�

There is an issue with improving the verification process between the Passport Office and 
Garda stations�  It is a particular issue in rural communities where Garda stations are not open 
for many hours a day�  That is an issue the Department discussed today because a number of 
people have raised it.  That said, I must emphasise that we are not doing this for the sake of it.  
There is a fraud issue relating to passports and there are risks around child abduction.  We have 
to make sure that when we issue a passport for a child, we know who the parents are and we 
have verification of that from An Garda Síochána.  It is really important.  When the passport 
system is under pressure, that is when there will be fraud and criminal activity, with people try-
ing to get passports inappropriately.  We have a really good anti-fraud system but it does take 
time and verification is necessary.  

The final point relates to parents correcting applications when they have made a mistake.  
Approximately 43% of the first-time applications for children that are stuck in the system are 
stuck because we are awaiting documentation.  We have given a commitment that when the 
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documentation is corrected, we will fast-track those applications and get them finalised within 
15 days.  Previously, the frustration for parents was that the clock started all over again when 
they made the correction�  We are trying to respond to people’s genuine queries�

  Written Answers are published on the Oireachtas website.

10/05/2022HHH00100Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

10/05/2022HHH00200An Ceann Comhairle: As the other Deputies are not present, the other Topical Issues will 
not be taken.  I call Deputy Michael Collins on the final Topical Issue matter.  If the others ap-
pear, I am not going to take them because they were not here in time�  It is as simple as that�

10/05/2022HHH00250Public Transport

10/05/2022HHH00300Deputy Michael Collins: The Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon Ryan, made an an-
nouncement some time back that he would be applying a cut in public transport fares for our 
youth by 20% and then announced a few weeks later that there will be a 50% cut in fares for 
students and young people travelling on public transport.  This should be welcomed but, as it 
has gone ahead now, it will have a disastrous effect in rural communities as no local commer-
cial operator - better known to the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, and myself as the private 
service operator - can avail of the 20% or the 50% deductions.  I raised this in the Dáil with the 
Minister as soon as he announced the 20% decrease in early April but he still railroaded ahead 
with it, wiping every private service operator off this decrease and leaving many of their strug-
gling businesses with an uphill battle to survive.

The local commercial operators, as we all know, were still reeling from the shock when the 
Minister announced in the past two weeks that he is railroading ahead with a 50% decrease for 
students and young people’s travel.  Again, this is something to be welcomed, as many would 
say, but the Minister put nothing in place for the private operator to pass on this decrease to the 
students, mainly in rural Ireland, saying there are technical and funding issues preventing him 
from doing so.  This 50% decrease will benefit those who travel on Bus Éireann, Luas, the train, 
DART and Dublin Bus, all Dublin city-type transport, which I do not begrudge.  However, a 
private operator like West Cork Connect, which carries 80% of the passengers on west Cork 
routes, has buses leaving Skibbereen and Bantry every hour, on the hour, every day, passing 
through Clonakilty and Bandon to Cork on one side, and from Dunmanway and Ballineen to 
Inishannon to Cork and back on the other side, a service, I may add, which has opened up west 
Cork.  This local commercial operator is employing a huge number of staff in west Cork but is 
not allowed to pass on the recent 20% or proposed 50% decreases to west Cork students�  It is 
not just putting his business in jeopardy, but also Wexford Bus, Cobh Connect, Aircoach, Go 
Bus and Citylink, which are all facing the same wipeout�

This is another gaffe by the Minister, Deputy Ryan.  On top of that, it is a direct hit on the 
young people and rural communities who totally depend on private operators to connect their 
communities.  The Minister for Transport, with the aid of the Government, simply wants to 
wipe out the private bus operators, or that is the way they feel anyway.  Unlike Bus Éireann, 
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Luas, DART, Dublin Bus and the train, they have to pay their staff and pay for their fuel and 
for the wear and tear on their vehicles.  Instead of encouraging them with a so-called Connect-
ing Ireland dream, the Government is going to completely disconnect transport in rural Ireland 
because many of these operators are going to go out of business as a result�

Why was what should have been such a positive announcement by this anti-rural Gov-
ernment held off until everyone, rural and urban, could avail of this decrease?  The Minister, 
Deputy Ryan, knows of this bias he has created.  This Government decision will see private bus 
companies being forced out of business by State-backed cuts and now leaves them contemplat-
ing taking legal action.  Not alone is this unfair but it is anti-competitive as well.  Why can the 
Minister for Transport not get this right?  Will the Government step in now and treat everyone 
in rural Ireland and urban Ireland the same when it comes to the decrease in fares for our youth?

The company West Cork Connect is now struggling to survive.  That operator is providing a 
service that no one ever provided in west Cork before and no one ever will touch it again if he 
walks away from this.  The Minister, Deputy Ryan, met him and told him that when he gave the 
20% decrease, he could not pass it on to private companies because he could not afford it and 
then, three or four weeks later, he announces a 50% decrease�  I cannot understand where the 
money came from, all of a sudden�  This West Cork Connect operator, as I said, is up against it 
because of these cuts being given to public transport and not to him.  He is also being moved 
from his parking space on St� Patrick’s Quay in Cork city, which is going to be a disaster for him 
going forward�  That is another issue on which I would appreciate an answer�

10/05/2022HHH00400An Ceann Comhairle: I am grateful to the Minister of State, Deputy Anne Rabbitte, for 
being here to deal with the fourth item�

10/05/2022HHH00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I thank Deputy 
Collins for raising this important topic, which I am taking on behalf of the Minister, Deputy 
Ryan�  I understand the Deputy’s question is in regard to the extension of the recently introduced 
20% fare reduction initiative on public transport services to include private transport operators.

Commercial bus and coach operators are an integral part of the overall public transport 
system in Ireland.  They play a pivotal role, particularly in areas around the country which are 
not covered by existing public bus and rail services.  In recognition of this important role, the 
Government has continued to provide temporary financial supports through the Covid-19 pan-
demic with a view to protecting capacity across the public transport system.  I am pleased to 
inform the Deputy that these financial supports were extended earlier this year up until 30 June 
2022.  To date, almost €60 million of State funding has been provided to support commercial 
bus operators during what has been a challenging time as transport demand patterns evolved in 
response to the pandemic�

In regard to the 20% fare reduction initiative, it is important to highlight that this measure 
was introduced as part of a suite of Government measures to help combat the rising cost of 
living.  The Government allocated €54 million in Exchequer funding to support this transport 
initiative.  The fare reduction was rolled out to public service obligation, PSO, services outside 
the greater Dublin area from 11 April and nationwide from 9 May�  These discounted fares will 
benefit the hundreds of thousands of people across the country who use PSO public service 
transport every day in 2022.  The fare reduction is funded until the end of this year.

However, the funding allocation does not include an extension of the scheme to commercial 
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operators.  Unlike with PSO services, the National Transport Authority, NTA, does not set, 
monitor or regulate fares on services run by commercial operators.  The operators themselves 
set fares on their services based on their own commercial judgment.  While it is not currently in-
tended to include the commercial operators as part of the 20% average fare reduction initiative, 
it has always been the Minister’s intention to include these operators as part of the longer-term 
young adult card initiative announced as part of budget 2022.

In recognition of the importance of incentivising more young people to use public transport, 
funding was secured to provide for the introduction of the young adult card on both PSO and 
commercial services.  This measure will allow any person nationwide between the ages of 19 
and 23 years to avail of an entitlement for discounted travel costs and to increase the level of 
discount over and above the current student discount to an average discount of 50% across all 
services, including city, intercity and rural services.  The young adult card was launched on 
PSO services at the start of this week, with more than 1,000 applications received by the NTA 
on launch day alone.  The initiative will be broadened to include commercial operators later 
this year, with the aim to have it in place before the recommencement of third level colleges.

The time lag is due to the fact it is technically more challenging to roll out fare initiatives 
such as the young adult card on the commercial bus network than it is on the Leap-enabled 
PSO network.  An array of various ticketing equipment is in use on fleet used by commercial 
operators and needs to be catered for�  To expedite the process, the NTA has established a joint 
working group with commercial bus operators to consider options and to develop a plan to im-
plement the young adult card in as timely a manner as possible.  Such fare initiatives will be of 
great benefit to the public transport user and will promote a modal shift into the transport sector.

10/05/2022HHH00600Deputy Michael Collins: I thank the Minister of State for the reply but she cannot talk 
about Covid-19 supports because, in fairness to these operators, most of them had to take eight 
or ten passengers, so they were in an absolutely dire situation at that time�  Supports are good at 
any time.  I respect that but it cannot be seen as those supports carrying operators over for the 
remainder of their lives.  The bottom line is that it is very obvious what is happening.  The Min-
ister for Transport is wiping out private service operators.  That is how they tell me they feel.  
Outside of Dublin, the local commercial bus operators are the biggest operators in the country�  
They carry out 30 million passenger trips yearly� 

In a recent meeting with the Minister for Transport the private operators asked a straight-up 
question as to why were they not included in the 20% bus fare decrease for the youth on their 
buses.  They were told by the Minister, Deputy Ryan, that it was for financial reasons that he 
could not go ahead�  To their astonishment, a few weeks later, he announced a 50% decrease 
and again exempted them.  Where did this Minister find the money that he did not have a few 
weeks earlier?  Was it carbon tax money robbed from the hard-working people of rural Ireland?

It is no disrespect to the Minister of State, because she is doing whatever is asked of her, 
but it is a disgrace that the Minister is not here to answer straight-up questions and give us a 
date that the private service operators, who carry more than 50% of bus passengers in Ireland, 
can pass on the 20% or 50% decrease to their customers�  If he does not, he will be the cause of 
disconnecting public transport in rural Ireland, as is happening already�

It is an attack on our youth.  This is a great idea.  I have no objection whatsoever to passing 
on a 20% or 50% deduction to the people who travel on the DART or the Luas.  I wish them 
the very best of luck.  We should be delighted for them but if it is good enough to pass it on 
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to them, it is good enough to pass it on to the people of rural Ireland, whether they are in west 
Cork, Mayo or Wexford�  The Minister of Transport has failed in his duty to do so because he 
cannot see outside the Pale�  It is Dublin or nothing�  That is what is happening here�  The pri-
vate operator will go out of business and we cannot afford to allow that happen in this country.

10/05/2022JJJ00200An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�  The Minister of State to conclude�

10/05/2022JJJ00300Deputy Michael Collins: If we do, it will be disconnecting Ireland the Government has 
done instead of connecting Ireland�

10/05/2022JJJ00400Deputy Anne Rabbitte: I reassure the Deputy that both the National Transport Authority, 
NTA, and the Department of Transport have been engaging directly with the commercial bus 
operators to help inform policy decisions with regard to the public transport sector, especially 
those related to the ongoing impact of Covid on the sector, and with regard to the various fare 
initiatives being introduced this year.

In addition to the working group that I referenced earlier, the Department of Transport has 
been engaging with the Coach Tourism and Transport Council of Ireland, CTTC, since May 
2020.  To date, 23 meetings have taken place.  More recently on 25 March, the Minister, Deputy 
Ryan, met with the CTTC to discuss its concerns and the key issues facing the sector�  While it 
is not intended to include the commercial operators as part of the 20% average fare reduction 
initiative, which is due to run to the end of 2022, it is intended to include these operators as part 
of the long-term young adult initiative.

The NTA is working closely with operators in order to achieve this shared goal as quickly as 
possible.  However, as the Deputy will appreciate, in order to roll out the card across the com-
mercial bus sector, time is needed to make the necessary changes to the wide array of ticketing 
systems employed across the network.  The NTA has advised that the intensive technical work 
to achieve this objective is currently under way.  It is hoped that the young adult card initiative 
will be expanded to include the commercial bus sector by the end of the summer�

Initiatives such as the young adult card and the 20% average reduction on public service 
obligation fares mean that 2022 looks set to be an exciting year for public transport provision 
throughout the country as we slowly return to pre-pandemic travels.  I trust this clarifies some 
of the questions that the Deputy has raised�

Cuireadh an Dáil ar athló ar 10�33 p�m� go dtí 9�12 a�m�, Dé Céadaoin, an 11 Bealtaine 2022�

The Dáil adjourned at 10�33 p�m� until 9�12 a�m� on Wednesday, 11 May 2022�


