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Dé Céadaoin, 6 Aibreán 2022

Wednesday, 6 April 2022

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 9�50 a�m�

Paidir.
Prayer.

06/04/2022A00100Comhshuí de Dháil Éireann agus de Sheanad Éireann - Joint Sitting of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas

Pursuant to Resolutions passed by Dáil Éireann and by Seanad Éireann both Houses met in 
the Dáil Chamber at 9�50 a�m�, the Ceann Comhairle presiding�

06/04/2022A00300An Ceann Comhairle: Members, President Zelenskyy will commence his address shortly� 
Before the President starts his address, I must advise Members in relation to some technical 
matters�  The President will be addressing us via videoconference�  The voice of an interpreter 
will also be broadcast into the Chamber�  Please only use the headphones in front of you if the 
broadcast of the interpreter’s voice can no longer be heard�  In that situation, you will be able 
to hear another interpreter on the headphones�  If the videoconference itself is lost, I will make 
another announcement�

06/04/2022B00100Address by H.E. Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine

06/04/2022B00200An Ceann Comhairle: I welcome President Zelenskyy�  I will be brief because, as Mem-
bers understand, our distinguished guest’s time is obviously limited and precious�  Your Excel-
lency, President Zelenskyy, Irish parliamentary colleagues, members of the diplomatic commu-
nity, Ukrainian allies and friends joining us online this morning, we are here in the seat of Irish 
democracy to hear from a friend and ally, whose people, whose country and whose democratic 
institutions are under monstrous, bloody and vicious attack�

The Ceann Comhairle continued in Ukrainian as follows:

We welcome this opportunity to hear first-hand the current challenges facing your nation, 
President Zelenskyy, and I now invite you to address our parliamentary community and the 
Irish people�

 H.E. Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine, proceeded in Ukrainian as follows:
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06/04/2022B00300H.E. Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine: Thank you very much�  Mr� Speaker, 
Taoiseach, dear Senators and Members of the Parliament, dear people of Ireland, this night our 
territory was again hit by Russian missiles�

10 o’clock

It was done cunningly and it hit civilian infrastructure�  The new fuel storage depot was hit�  
This is viewed by Russia as a target�  This is their attribute�  They are destroying things that 
are sustaining livelihoods to people�  They are hitting places where we store fuel, food storage 
depots, agricultural equipment and fields.  They are putting mines into the fields.  They have 
also blocked all of our seaports, together with the vessels that already had agricultural cargos 
for export�  Why are they doing this?  Because for them, hunger is also a weapon — a weapon 
against us ordinary people as an instrument of domination�  Ukraine is one of the leading food-
supplying countries in the world.  This is not just about the deficit and the threat of hunger for 
more than dozens of countries, Asia and Africa; it is about even more because there will be a 
shortage of food and the prices will go up�  This is reality for millions of people who are hungry�  
It will be more difficult for them to feed their families, especially in north Africa.

  They are undermining our seeding time, they are destroying our infrastructure and they 
are deliberately provoking the food crisis�  What will happen as the result of this crisis?  At the 
least, there will be political turbulence�  At a maximum, there will be binges of violence and 
new refugees looking to save their lives�  Russia is using this hunger weapon�

  The worst thing is the city of Mariupol�  This city of 500,000 inhabitants was put under 
siege and Russia has blocked access from the soil and from the sea�  They are blocking the 
humanitarian cargo�  They are not allowing anything to come through, neither water nor medi-
cation�  While it was snowing, people could melt the snow to get water�  Now they do not have 
even that�

  They are bombing 24-7�  There are air strikes and bombings in Mariupol�  There is no 
single house left intact in a city of half a million�  None�  The dead and killed were simply buried 
in the yards of the condominiums�  In many cases, they could not even do that: the bodies were 
just left there lying on the streets and in the remnants of the buildings and basements�  We do 
not know how many citizens of Mariupol have been killed by Russia, but we know for sure this 
was part of general occupation tactics�  They have done the same or they have attempted to do 
the same with the cities of Chernihiv, Sumy, Okhtyrka, Kharkiv, Izyum, Volnovakha and many 
other Ukrainian cities�  Maybe you have not heard those geographic names yet but this is about 
millions of people that Russia has been continually trying to destroy�

  When you hear these things, it may seem that this is not possible�  It may seem that none in 
the present-day world would dare to do that, but these are real facts�  The fact is that Mariupol 
citizens were drawing the maps of how to find the bodies of the dead who were buried in their 
yards�  The fact is that Russian occupants were killing people on the roads when they were try-
ing to escape�  They blocked cities�  Until today on the Ukrainian highways we have hundreds 
of shot in burned cars�  The fact is that Russian soldiers were not even trying to take these bod-
ies out of the streets�  While Bucha and Irpin were under occupation, these dead bodies were 
simply lying on the streets, on the sideways, in the yards of the houses, anywhere�  The fact is 
that in the 42 days of the all-out Russian war, at least 167 children have been killed in Ukraine�

We do not yet know all the atrocities of Mariupol and the victims in all the areas of Ukraine 
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where the fighting is still going on.  The fact is that, as a result of Russian shelling, 927 educa-
tional institutions and 258 hospitals were damaged�  The Russians even shot at 78 ambulances�  
They were targeting even churches and shelters where they knew for sure there was nobody but 
women and children�  This is a fact�

The country that is doing this does not deserve to be in the circle of civilised countries�  It 
should be held responsible for everything it has done on Ukrainian soil�  The Russians have 
come to Ukraine as a colonising army�  Their state protagonists and their politicians are not even 
concealing what they want�  In the 21st century, they are looking at their country as a colonial 
empire which allegedly has the right to subdue neighbouring people, destroy the foundations 
of their independent life and destroy their identity, everything that makes us Ukrainians�  Rus-
sian soldiers were deliberately looking for and killing teachers in the occupied districts�  They 
are abducting local government leaders and they are killing community leaders�  Together with 
the Russian army, there were special groups coming in who were trying to destroy any political 
opposition�

Now, when we are hearing new rhetoric about the sanctions against the Russian opposition, 
I cannot tolerate any indecisiveness after everything we have gone through in Ukraine and af-
ter everything that Russian troops have done�  Today, when the world knows about the crimes 
against our people, we still have to convince even some European companies to abandon the 
Russian market�  We still have to convince foreign politicians that we need to cut any ties of 
Russian banks with the global financial system.  We still have to convince Europe that Russian 
oil cannot feed the Russian military machine with new sources of funding�

Ladies and gentlemen, the people of Ireland have been supporting good and have been sup-
porting Ukraine since the very first days.  This is a fact.  They did not doubt starting to help us; 
they began doing this right away�  Although Ireland is a neutral country, it has not remained 
neutral to the disaster and to the mishaps that Russia has brought to Ukraine�  I am grateful to 
every citizen of Ireland�  Thank you for supporting sanctions against Russia, thank you for the 
humanitarian and financial support extended to our country and thank you for your care of our 
Ukrainian people who found shelter on your land�  Think about the fact that, as of today, 10 mil-
lion Ukrainians have been left without shelter by Russia�  They had to leave their native cities 
because of this war�  This is something we cannot come to grips with�  It means that Russia has 
not yet abandoned its plans�  It is still looking to subdue and occupy all the Ukrainian people�

We want you to help us to make sure that Russia will start looking for peace and leave us 
alone�  I ask you to show more leadership in our anti-war coalition�  I ask you to convince EU 
partners to introduce even more rigid sanctions against Russia that would really make sure that 
the Russian war machine will stop�  We have to put an end to trading with Russia�  We have to 
cut the ties of Russian banks to the global system and cut the sources of their income from oil 
that they use for their weapons and for killing�  There are mechanisms through which this can 
be done�  The only thing we are lacking is a principled approach from some political and busi-
ness leaders who still think war and war crimes are not as horrific as financial losses.  I am sure 
Ireland’s leadership can make a difference and change this.  I am sure that the whole of Europe 
will be able to stop this war and bring peace and stability to the east of Europe�  We cannot delay 
any longer�  The longer Russia’s aggression continues, the worse the consequences will be not 
only for our Continent, but for neighbouring regions�  

I say to Members and to the people of Ireland that our principled approach and courage have 
already turned a new page in the relationship between Ukraine and Ireland�  Our mutual under-
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standing and mutual respect is already at a level whereby it is only a question of time before we 
can start living in a common European home�  Thank you for Ireland’s support for the acceler-
ated procedure to provide membership of the EU to Ukraine�  With your support, the process 
will be even faster and beneficial to both our nations.  We need to start thinking about the resto-
ration of our country after the war�  We are inviting leading countries of the world to participate 
in rebuilding and restoring Ukraine�  Of course, Ireland is always welcome to participate, for 
example, in Kherson Oblast�  Ireland is known for its skill in valueing lives, its community 
development experience and its economic potential.  Let us bring our efforts together and show 
that, jointly, Ukraine and Ireland can do much more than the biggest country in the world was 
trying to destroy�  I am grateful to Ireland�  Slava Ukraini�

A standing ovation was accorded the President on the conclusion of his address.

06/04/2022E00200An Ceann Comhairle: Your Excellency, President Zelenskyy, thank you for your strong 
and inspiring words to us this morning�  We have much to digest as this painful, awful war on 
our Continent’s mainland continues apace�  As Ukrainian people continue to die, we must act�  
What we have seen in recent days and the extent of the barbaric actions visited upon the people 
of Ukraine is simply horrendous�  We need international courts to give a transparent and fair 
reckoning for the bloodshed in these heinous crimes�

Your Excellency, we salute your own personal bravery over the past weeks and we salute 
the outstanding bravery and resilience of the Ukrainian people in the face of unprovoked ag-
gression�  While Ireland is a militarily neutral country, we are not politically neutral�  We do not 
stand idly by�  We will not, as W�B� Yeats might have said, forsake the little streets hurled upon 
the great.  We will continue to offer practical, on-the-ground support to our Ukrainian friends.  
We will also continue to welcome those forced to leave Ukraine seeking safety on foreign 
shores�

Mr� President, we Irish are aware of the pain of separation and the loss of our people to 
distant lands�  At this challenging time, those forced to leave Ukraine are welcome here in Ire-
land and they will be supported and assisted until such time as they are free to return to rebuild 
their damaged homeland, an exercise we will help you with�  Most of us here in this Chamber 
became involved in politics and public life because we trust in people and we believe that most 
people are fundamentally good�  Last Tuesday at the Conference of Speakers of the European 
Union Parliaments in Ljubljana I called upon the 450 members of the Duma to shoulder their 
responsibility�  The law of averages suggests that among the 450 members of that Parliament 
there must be people who can see through the lies, fake news, propaganda and manipulation�  
They must now find their courage - courage that the Ukrainian people demonstrate daily.  They 
must speak up, speak out, take their courage and reject the leadership they currently have�

There are 143 million Russian people populating that country�  Again, the law of averages 
tells us that many of those people must be fine, decent and honourable people who have a re-
spect for human rights�  President Zelenskyy, your people are being asked to show courage that 
goes beyond the bounds of human endurance.  Please God, the people of Russia will now find 
their courage to also reject what is being done wrongly and devastatingly in their name�

In conclusion, Mr� President, thank you for honouring us and joining us today�  We will 
continue to support our Ukrainian friends�  Go gcoimeádfaidh Dia slán sibh uilig sna míonna 
agus sna blianta atá romhainn�
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06/04/2022F00200The Taoiseach: A Cheann Comhairle, a Chathaoirligh, President Zelenskyy, Ireland is reso-
lute in our solidarity and support for Ukraine�  We thank President Zelenskyy for his heartfelt, 
honest, clear and, indeed, historic address to our Parliament this morning�  The strength of his 
commitment and that of the people of Ukraine to his country and to restoring its place as a free, 
safe, democratic and an independent country within the community of nations is both humbling 
and uplifting�

We heard grave testimony from President Zelenskyy this morning and we have seen our-
selves the most shocking and harrowing of images from Bucha, from Irpin, from Mariupol and 
from across Ukraine�  Russia will have to live with the shame and ignominy of what it has done 
in Ukraine for generations�  Those responsible will be held to account�   We are with Ukraine 
and I am certain that, in the end, Ukraine will prevail�

We are a militarily neutral country�  However, we are not politically or morally neutral in the 
face of war crimes�  Quite the opposite�  Our position is informed by the principles that drive our 
foreign policy – support for international human rights, for humanitarian law and for a rules-
based international order�  We are not neutral when Russia disregards all of these principles�  
We are with Ukraine�

Ukraine’s political, economic and humanitarian needs are now manifold and pressing�  Our 
efforts, as a friend and as a partner of Ukraine, are aimed at using all the levers at our disposal to 
bring a just end to this war - applying international pressure on Russia, pursuing accountability 
for violations of international law and meeting the humanitarian needs of those caught now in 
the midst of this terrible and immoral war�

Thousands of people have been killed�  Millions have been driven from their homes�  This is 
a humanitarian crisis the likes of which Europe has not seen since the dark years of the Second 
World War�   This war touches us all�  That is why Ireland is supporting further European Union 
sanctions at European level�  We need a sanctions regime that brings it home to Putin and his 
regime that he will not, he cannot, succeed�  We want the strongest possible sanctions against 
the Russian Federation and we will pursue those�

That is why we support the establishment of a solidarity trust fund for Ukraine, agreed by 
European Union leaders when we met in Brussels on 24 March, to support the Government of 
Ukraine now, and when the war is over to support reconstruction�

That is why I welcome and support Ukraine’s application for EU membership�  I reiterate 
our support for that application this morning in this House�  It is the democratic right of Ukraine 
and the people of Ukraine to decide your political orientation�  You have chosen to apply for 
European Union membership�

We know that EU enlargement has been a force for stabilisation and democratisation in 
the European Union’s neighbourhood�  It is in the European Union’s strategic interest�  It is in 
Ukraine’s interest�  As I said to you, President Zelenskyy, when we spoke on 16 March, I will 
continue to support Ukraine’s case�  That is why also we have committed €20 million in direct 
humanitarian funding, delivered through proven international agencies active on the ground 
and we will do more�  This is to meet the urgent needs of those in need in Ukraine and in neigh-
bouring countries - including shelter, medical care, health, water and sanitation�

As well as financial support, through a collaborative effort, we are in the process of deliver-
ing medical equipment, including ambulances, ultrasound machines, mobile X-ray machines, 
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ventilators, and incubators�  On 26 and 28 March, two despatches of urgently required medical 
equipment left Ireland and more will follow�  That is why Ireland has contributed our full share 
to the European peace facility’s €1 billion military assistance package for Ukraine�  We have 
also supplied provisions and body armour to the Ukrainian military�  We will also continue to 
support any avenue that can lead to an immediate ceasefire.

In light of what is being revealed in the areas from which Russian troops have withdrawn, 
that task will now be even more difficult.  I therefore especially commend your commitment, 
President Zelenskyy, to continuing to try, despite the enormous challenges you face�  Please 
know that we are with you in that task, and that we stand ready to contribute to and to support 
any initiative that can lead to a just peace for the people of Ukraine�

I know that the people of Mariupol cannot wait for talks to conclude�  Their needs are too ur-
gent�  We need to see genuine humanitarian corridors opened and implemented�  Ireland, along 
with our partners, will continue to support any sincere efforts at the United Nations to ensure 
safe and unhindered access for humanitarian assistance�

Thousands of Ukrainians have arrived in Ireland since the start of the conflict.  A Cheann 
Comhairle, if I may, I address these words to them�  I know that the ambassador of Ukraine, 
H�E� Ms Larysa Gerasko, is here in the Gallery for today’s debate�  To those who have arrived 
here from Ukraine, I hope you find in Ireland safe harbour and friendship for as long as you 
need it�  Most of you, I know, look forward to the day when you can return to a peaceful and free 
Ukraine, to the family and friends you have left behind�  That day will come�  In the meantime, 
our home is your home�

The war in Ukraine has sparked a crisis the likes of which we have not seen in Europe for 
decades�  It is no surprise to me that the Irish people have stood up to be counted in an unprec-
edented way in response�  Over 18,000 Ukrainian people have arrived in Ireland�  Dedicated 
reception facilities are in place to provide temporary protection and access to other services 
immediately on arrival�  We are providing accommodation to those who have sought it and we 
are ramping up our efforts to meet the very challenging and increasing demands.  

We are also working to ensure that other supports are available to people arriving here, 
including access to health, social care services and education�  New arrivals are also being 
registered to ensure that they can access income supports as needed�  The heartfelt response 
of people across Ireland is clear in the whole range of initiatives at community level�  I would 
like to thank all of the people who have opened their hearts and, in some cases, their homes to 
people from Ukraine�  

President Zelenskyy, when you addressed the European Parliament you said, “life will win 
over death, and light will win over darkness”�  Even in the face of the bleak horrors of this week, 
I recall your words and the hope and determination they carry�  We stand with Ukraine�  Slava 
Ukraini� 

06/04/2022H00200An Ceann Comhairle: President Zelenskyy can no longer remain online with us, but this 
debate will be followed in Ukraine�

06/04/2022H00300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I thank President Zelenskyy for joining us today and sharing with us the heartbreaking 
and inspiring story of his people’s courage and endurance in the face of a grotesque and ap-
palling aggression�  It is fair to say that his words moved, inspired and shamed us and the rest 
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of the world for not doing more sooner�  Thankfully, because of the brave Ukrainian resistance 
there is still time�

In the long history of our own country we have never invaded another, but we know what it 
is like to have been invaded and to have the very existence of our national identity questioned�  
For these reasons, we feel for the idealism of the Ukrainian people, their defiance and their 
determination to face down a new evil empire�  As a country, we are heartbroken watching the 
scenes we see on television every night�  We are heartbroken to see what the people of Ukraine 
have had to endure for 42 days�  We are angry at the appalling human rights abuses against men, 
women and children and the terrible loss of life�  We promise that we will do everything we can 
to aid Ukraine in the struggle and to shelter the people of Ukraine�  We will stand by them in 
their greatest hour�

The abolitionist and civil rights leader, Frederick Douglass, liked to quote our own civil 
rights leader, Daniel O’Connell, who he met here in Dublin�  He said the history of the Irish 
people could be “traced like a wounded man through a crowd, by the blood”�  Today the history 
of Ukraine can be traced through its villages, towns and cities, by the suffering of its children, 
women and men, by the blood�

Today, President Zelenskyy showed a burning desire for freedom and self-determination, 
democracy and liberty, things we enjoy and sometimes take for granted�  He showed a desire for 
a European future for Ukraine, a place in that common European home that we helped to build, 
and we endorse that desire and support the Ukrainian people in their wish to join the European 
union�

A little over 100 years ago, the woman who is perhaps Ukraine’s greatest national poet cap-
tured their dreams of freedom and courage�  Her words still resonate today� 

I shall sow flowers of flowing colours,I shall sow flowers even amidst the frost,And 
water them with my bitter tears�

Know that the abandoned fire of your songs will burn forever in the world, it will burn at 
night and will burn at the daytime, it will burn forever�

We also have a message for the aggressor, for President Putin, his Government, his diplo-
mats, his collaborators and his apologists, here and abroad�    Over the past 42 days, you have 
violated the human rights of another sovereign people, your neighbours, your friends, your 
so-called Slavic brothers.  You have raped and defiled the very principles of common humanity 
which bind us together in peace and harmony�  You have betrayed your own people and your 
own country’s rich and proud history, and your own resistance to oppression over many centu-
ries�

We here have no quarrel with the people of Russia�  We particularly admire those extraordi-
narily brave people who continue to oppose and protest this war on the streets of Moscow and 
St� Petersburg�

06/04/2022J00200Senator David Norris: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022J00300Deputies: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022J00400Deputy Leo Varadkar: But for those responsible for this conflict, we have a simple mes-
sage from this House�  Your actions will never be forgotten�  They will never be forgiven�  
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Thanks to the power of modern media, we have seen what you have done�  You have made 
yourselves outcasts in the international community�  You have strengthened the Ukrainian na-
tional identity�  You have united Europe and the West�  You have made our values shine brighter 
ever still�

We are a small country but we have a voice�  Today we say to the world that Ireland stands 
with Ukraine�  Our hopes, our thoughts and our prayers are with the men, women and children 
of Ukraine today, tomorrow and forever�  We know you will prevail�  Slava Ukraini�

06/04/2022J00500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): President Zelenskyy today is one of a 
small band of national leaders who have addressed this House over the past 100 years�  I want, 
if I can, to take some of the words we have heard previously, starting with former United States 
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, who spoke here some 59 years ago�  The words he spoke 
then are just as relevant today�  He stated:

And no nation, large or small, can be indifferent to the fate of others, near or far.  Modern 
economics, weaponry and communications have made us all realise, more than ever, that we 
are one human family and this one planet is our home� 

He went on to say “Ireland pursues an independent course in foreign policy, but it is not 
neutral between liberty and tyranny and never will be”�  

That is what guides us today�  It guides us in the work we do in the United Nations Security 
Council, to which we were elected by the small non-aligned countries of this world to stand up 
for the rights of individual nation states�  It is in that spirit that our soldiers march to the hard 
conflict zones with blue helmets on their heads to try to hold the peace line.  It is in that spirit 
that our Naval Service sails to the Mediterranean to rescue the most destitute and in need�  Per-
haps even inspired by this, our trawlers in west Cork were willing to head into international seas 
to uphold the rule of law�  It is in this spirit that we have worked through the United Nations and 
in the European Union calling for stiffer sanctions.  With real resolve we will answer President 
Zelenskyy’s call to stop the flow of funds for the war by stopping the flow of fossil fuels, one of 
the weapons being used in this conflict.

06/04/2022J00600Senator David Norris: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022J00700Deputy Eamon Ryan: I thank Senator Norris�  It is great to see him here today�  That is the 
spirit which has people from our country bringing humanitarian aid to the conflict zone, with 
medicines to tend to the wounded and meals to feed the hungry people President Zelenskyy 
spoke about�  They bring defensive shields against the weapons of war�  It is in that spirit that the 
Irish people have opened and will open their doors to provide sanctuary and shelter for women 
and children in particular fleeing conflict while their men stay at home.  It is going to be difficult 
and challenging beyond compare, which we all know, but we are committed to this work�

I will quote one of the other leaders who has spoken here, former Chancellor Kohl of Ger-
many�  In addressing this House he said we are “European by conviction” and that is true�  It 
is our conviction as a small State and nation that allows us to strengthen when we work in 
co-operation and collaboration with European colleagues�  It is appropriate today to quote two 
lines from the preamble of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, which governs 
this relationship�  It states that the signatories are:

INTENDING to confirm the solidarity which binds Europe and the overseas countries 



Dáil Éireann

660

and desiring to ensure the development of their prosperity, in accordance with the principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations, [and]

RESOLVED by thus pooling their resources to preserve and strengthen peace and lib-
erty, and calling upon the other peoples of Europe who share their ideal to join in their ef-
forts���

We heard today that just such a call has come from the people of a European nation to be 
part of those efforts.  I agree with the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste that our answer to widen and 
broaden the European family, on this most western outpost of Europe, is to say yes, that that 
ideal is not an exclusive one�  It should not be constrained�  It will be stronger when we spread 
those democratic ideals�

I will quote one last person, Nelson Mandela, who spoke here so eloquently after he had 
reached and achieved his freedom�  He said: “Nothing can stop the evolution of humanity 
towards the condition of greater and ever-expanding freedom”�  He went on to say: “We ask 
that you stay the course with us, we need your support for the democratic perspectives that we 
represent�”  On that call for support for democratic systems, our European democratic system 
is absolutely founded in realising that it requires us to follow the rule of law, with all the con-
flicts, contradictions, complexities and compromises that sometimes involves.  That is what we 
are standing up here for today and what we need to do�  It may take time�  We have to answer 
what Nelson Mandela called for us to do - to be willing to stay the course in the face of other 
challenges that it will present, as we stop the use of those fossil fuels and provide our homes, 
schools, healthcare and other social services.  Staying the course will be difficult, but I expect 
this House and our people are up for that challenge, one of the greatest of our time�

06/04/2022K00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Ba mhaith liom mo bhuíochas a ghabháil leis an Uachtarán 
Zelenskyy as ucht a óráid ar maidin�  I want to extend our deep appreciation and gratitude to 
President Zelenskyy for his address on this historic day�  I want to acknowledge the presence of 
the diplomatic corps, but in particular, our friend, Ambassador Gerasko, and her staff.  I want to 
pay them a particular commendation for their work in these very trying times�

We have heard directly from President Zelenskyy, in the rawest, most harrowing and heart-
breaking of terms, testimony of the vicious war crimes committed by the Russian military in 
Ukraine�  We have been set a challenge�  Innocent civilians have been executed with their arms 
tied behind their backs.  There have been horrific accounts of rape and torture and the brutalisa-
tion by the powerful of vulnerable ordinary citizens in their war-torn country�  These are crime 
against the Ukrainian people and these are crimes against humanity�  Russia must be held ac-
countable for its barbarism, and justice must be done�  These human rights violations and grave 
breaches of the Geneva Convention demand investigation by the International Criminal Court 
and prosecutions to follow�  The truth is that Russia has turned its back on dialogue and peace�  
For 42 days and nights, it has chosen war�  It has chosen brutality�  It has chosen the violation 
of international law�  Russia has closed the door on dialogue and through its criminal actions it 
has thus far rejected avenues for diplomacy�  Far from demonstrating a willingness to engage 
in peace negotiations, Russia has escalated its ferocious violence through the indiscriminate 
targeting of civilians�

All the while, however, the Russian Embassy in Ireland and Ambassador Yury Filatov 
have acted as unwavering and unapologetic propagandists for his country’s illegal invasion of 
Ukraine�  Yesterday, in the face of evidence of Russian war crimes in Bucha and other areas 
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surrounding Kyiv, the embassy and the ambassador claimed that this evidence was fabricated� 
They described it as another stage of the disinformation war against Russia�  This shameful re-
sponse demonstrates the depths to which the Putin regime will stoop to justify the savagery of 
Russia’s military aggression�  The Russian ambassador wants us to ignore the evidence before 
our very eyes�  Well, Mr� Filatov, we have heard the accounts of murders carried out by your 
soldiers reported by numerous credible sources�  We have seen the aerial photographs of hu-
man remains left scattered by the side of the road.  We have seen the cars carrying white flags, 
indicating civilian passengers, riddled with shrapnel�  The evidence of such atrocities condemns 
Russia before the world, and the world will not turn a blind eye�  It is long past time for Am-
bassador Filatov to be expelled from Ireland�  Ba cheart ambasadóir na Rúise in Éirinn a chur 
abhaile anois�  Caithfear an Rialtas é sin a dhéanamh gan mhoill�  Yesterday Lithuania became 
the first EU member state to expel its Russian ambassador.  It did so as an action to uphold hu-
man rights and justice�  I commend Lithuania on that and believe our country should follow 
suit�  That would be a most powerful action for us to take as a militarily neutral, non-aligned 
State as we too stand for human rights and justice�  I call on the Taoiseach and the Government 
to act now�

Of course, we must do more�  The people of Ireland stand with Ukraine�  We strongly sup-
port Ukraine’s stated desire to join the European Union�  We must respond to the humanitarian 
crisis by providing refuge to those fleeing for their lives.  As an elected member of the UN Se-
curity Council, we must use every available avenue to press for the de-escalation of conflict, for 
a ceasefire, for dialogue and for a Russian withdrawal and an end to this terrible war.

Ireland supports economic sanctions against Russia�  We must intensify those sanctions�  We 
should not have to convince anybody of the need to hit the Russian elites and oligarchs in every 
possible way.  The revelations of these war crimes and atrocities demand such an intensifica-
tion of sanctions�  I welcome the announcement by the European Commission President, Ursula 
von der Leyen, of a new round of measures, including the ban on the import of Russian coal, 
the transaction ban on four Russian banks and the ban on Russian vessels from EU ports�  The 
impact of these sanctions creates a real economic challenge for Ireland and across the EU, but 
Russia and Vladimir Putin must feel the full weight and consequences of this invasion�  Russia 
should not doubt our resolve or our solidarity with the beleaguered people of Ukraine, a people 
who, as we speak, fight for their lives, fight for their freedom and fight for the survival of their 
nation.  They fight a war of liberation from tyranny and for the right to endure and to go on, and 
they will�  We know that a nation is a living, breathing thing�  Ukraine lives, Ukraine breathes 
and Ukraine will go on.  Through its heroic struggle, its people have reaffirmed in all of us the 
values of sovereignty, justice and democracy and one day the invader will retreat, the coloniser 
will leave, and Russia’s armies will go home�  The strength of the Ukrainian people and the 
support of her allies will see to that�  On that day, Ukraine, deeply scarred but unconquered and 
unbowed, will start to heal and the people of Ukraine will begin again�  Shattered cities, bro-
ken homes and displaced families and communities will come together once more and shape 
Ukraine’s destiny�

In that spirit of hope and standing on the foundation stones of our shared humanity, Ukraine 
will emerge once more into a new dawn of peace and freedom�  Ireland stands with you now in 
your dark days and we will stand with you yet in the light of a victory of humanity over injus-
tice, of light over dark, of life over death�  Slava Ukraini.

06/04/2022M00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: Gabhaim buíochas�  A Cheann Comhairle, we have been honoured 
to listen to President Zelenskyy’s powerful address on behalf of his people today�  On behalf of 
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the Labour Party I pay tribute to his immense courage under fire and I also want to pay special 
tribute to our friend, the Ukrainian Ambassador to Ireland, H�E� Larysa Gerasko, for her stead-
fast advocacy on behalf of her country�  Fáilte romhat, Ambassador�

As the brutal Russian invasion continues, we learned this week about the carrying out of 
horrific war crimes in Bucha, about the ongoing and appalling siege of civilians in Mariupol 
and the atrocities that have been committed by Russian forces across the Ambassador’s peace-
ful and democratic country�

These reports have horrified us all and show the need for an intensification of our collective 
response.  While we in the Labour Party welcome the news of a fifth round of EU sanctions, and 
last week welcomed the expulsion of four diplomatic staff from the Russian embassy here, we 
believe now that stronger measures need to be taken�  Indeed, President Zelenskyy has called 
upon us to do that and has told us that our leadership can make a difference.  We are calling 
now for the expulsion of the Russian ambassador from Ireland as he continues to mount brazen 
denials of the truth of what is happening in Ukraine and what his government is doing to the 
people of Ukraine�

06/04/2022M00400Senator Marie Sherlock: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022M00500Senator David Norris: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022M00600Deputy Ivana Bacik: We are calling for strong support for Ukraine’s expedited accession 
to the EU; a full embargo on Russian oil and gas to join with the welcome move on coal; urgent 
initiation of investigations into Russian war crimes against civilians, including crimes of sexual 
violence against women about which we are hearing such appalling reports; the speedy passage 
into law of Deputy Howlin’s Magnitsky legislation that we in the Labour Party pushed for and 
brought forward in this House last December; the exclusion of remaining Russian banks from 
the SWIFT system and measures to ensure that secondary sanctions cannot be sidestepped; and 
a ban on all Russian ships docking in Irish ports in a week when we see worrying reports of a 
Russian-registered vessel docking in Dublin Port this week�

Let us be clear.  Putin has shown that he wants to wipe Ukraine off the map.  He wants to 
abolish Ukraine’s culture and its history�  Putin must fail and will fail�

At the outset of this illegal and brutal invasion nearly six weeks ago, I called a protest 
against the Russian Embassy�  I called then for the expulsion of the Russian ambassador and I 
spoke about our solidarity as Irish people with Ukraine�  Since then the solidarity here in Ireland 
has strengthened�  We have seen it evident at the funeral of the brave journalist, Pierre Zakrze-
wski, who died in Ukraine, killed by Russian forces�  We have seen it in communities across 
Ireland who have rolled out such a warm welcome and have offered sanctuary to so many refu-
gees fleeing terror and war in Ukraine.  We continue to show that solidarity and it is real.  We 
stand with Ukraine now as you battle barbarism�  We will stand with you as Ukraine is rebuilt, 
as we see the cities of Mariupol, Bucha, Kharkiv and Sumy being rebuilt and as an independent 
and united Ukraine becomes part of a better, stronger Europe�  We stand with you in your cur-
rent struggles and in your hardship and devastation�  We will be with you as you rebuild your 
country which is so close to our hearts and so close to the future of Europe�  We stand with you, 
Ukraine�  Slava Ukraini.

06/04/2022N00200Deputy Catherine Murphy: I thank President Zelenskyy for his historic address to the 
Houses of this Oireachtas at this time of great peril for him personally and for the people of 
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Ukraine�  The strength, courage and resilience of President Zelenskyy and of the Ukrainian 
people have been an inspiration, not just for us here in Ireland, but for people all over the world�

If Putin had imperial ambitions when he invaded Ukraine, those ambitions lie in tatters�  Pu-
tin has not increased Russia’s prestige or its power on the world stage�  His despotic leadership 
has sapped its influence, destroyed its economy and turned Russia into a pariah state.  It will 
remain a pariah state as long as Putin remains in power�

Thursday, 24 February 2022, the day Russia launched its barbaric and illegal invasion of 
Ukraine, is the date that will live in infamy�  Since then, the Ukrainian people have faced a 
relentless barrage of bombs, bullets, missiles, mortars and rockets�  War crimes have been com-
mitted on a daily basis�  Maternity hospitals, schools, care homes and residential buildings have 
all been targeted.  They have tried to wipe whole cities, such as Mariupol, off the map.  The 
latest horrors revealed in Bucha, the torture and summary execution of hundreds of innocent 
civilians, are a gross affront to all of our collective humanity.

Ireland stands united with Ukraine and the Ukrainian people against this callous barbarism 
and depravity�  Putin’s lies and propaganda hold no sway here�  He and his regime must be 
held accountable�  An unprecedented array of co-ordinated international sanctions have been 
unleashed to crush Putin’s regime, including his oligarch acolytes and to destroy his ability to 
fund his murderous war�  We must go further�  We must ensure that those sanctions are abso-
lutely copper-fastened�

The EU must now also wean itself off Russian oil and gas, Putin’s last economic lifeline.  
While Russia is starved of economic support, financial support from the international commu-
nity must flow into Ukraine.  What Putin has destroyed, Ukraine’s allies must help to rebuild.  
Humanitarian relief and support for the unprecedented number of refugees fleeing the war must 
also be sustained, unwavering�

This support from the Irish people was instantaneous and overwhelming�  They have wel-
comed thousands of Ukrainians into communities throughout Ireland and will continue to do 
so.  The history of this country, the struggles of its people and the fight for our own sovereignty 
mean the Irish people empathise with Ukraine and the battle for democracy, freedom and the 
right to self-determination�  Putin’s murderous aggression will fail, but the empathy, friendship 
and solidarity between Ireland and Ukraine will strengthen and endure�

06/04/2022N00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I thank President Zelenskyy for his address and extend the 
solidarity of People Before Profit to the people of Ukraine.  We must all join in condemning the 
barbaric invasion by Vladimir Putin’s forces of Ukraine and we must demand accountability for 
the horrific crimes against humanity and war crimes of which he is undoubtedly guilty.  There 
can be no doubt that the horrific scenes we saw in Bucha and are seeing in Mariupol and else-
where are war crimes and Vladimir Putin should be held accountable for them�

The people of Ukraine are victims of a barbaric and unjustified imperialist invasion.  Rus-
sia should end this bloody invasion and allow the people of Ukraine to determine their own 
future.  It is absolutely right that we extend refuge to those who are fleeing Putin’s bloody war 
in Ukraine�  Indeed, we should assist Ukraine in the reconstruction that it will need after this 
bloody invasion by immediately cancelling the debt of Ukraine, which will be a significant 
obstacle to that reconstruction�  

However, we feel duty-bound to say that we reject completely attempts by some in the Gov-
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ernment and some commentators to suggest that the crisis in Ukraine is a reason to abandon or 
weaken Ireland’s military neutrality or move closer to the NATO military alliance, or we reject 
completely any idea that NATO involvement or escalation of this war would be anything other 
than a disaster that would threaten a wider European war or even a nuclear conflict.

Ireland’s tradition of neutrality means standing against all warmongers and empires and 
standing with the oppressed of the world, whether they are the victims of Russian aggression in 
Ukraine, Chechnya, Georgia or Afghanistan, or whether they are the victims of US aggression 
and war crimes or those of its allies in Afghanistan, Palestine or Yemen�  Putin is undoubtedly 
guilty of war crimes for his unjustified invasion of Ukraine, but so also is the United States, 
the UK and some of their allies for their unjustified wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, for which 
they have never been held accountable�  They are also guilty of supporting the Israeli state, 
which has been indicted recently for crimes against humanity for its treatment of the Palestinian 
people by Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International�  They are also guilty of supporting 
the Saudi dictatorship in its brutal war in Yemen, arming that regime and blocking attempts to 
investigate their crimes against humanity�  

We have no credibility in condemning, as we must, the crimes against humanity in Ukraine 
if we do not simultaneously oppose, condemn and demand accountability for all crimes against 
humanity, whether they are in Ukraine, Georgia, Afghanistan, Palestine or Yemen�  We will not 
eliminate crimes against humanity, warmongering or imperialism by being selective in our op-
position to it�  We stand in the tradition of James Connolly and the founders of this State, who 
said we always stand with the oppressed, whether it is Ukraine, Palestine or Yemen�  We oppose 
all warmongers, whether they are Western warmongers or Russian warmongers�

06/04/2022O00200Deputy Cathal Berry: I am very grateful to contribute to this historic debate on behalf of 
my colleagues in the Regional Group�  I would like to welcome the ambassador of Ukraine, H�E� 
Ms Larysa Gerasko, to the Chamber�  I congratulate her armed forces on repelling the Russian 
attack against her capital city�  When we consider the atrocities that took place in Bucha only a 
few days ago, we shudder to think what would have occurred had Kyiv fallen to the Russians�

I would also like to single out two ambassadors in the Gallery, the Finnish and Swedish am-
bassadors, both also representing military neutral states, but who recognised from the get-go the 
extent of the treachery that was about to unfold and provided thousands of defensive, protective 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons to Ukraine to protect its cities and a civilian population�  

I would also like to single out the French ambassador in the Gallery for President Macron’s 
efforts to achieve a ceasefire and humanitarian access to Mariupol, which our present-day gen-
eration’s Srebenica, whether we accept it or not�  It is not surprising that President Macron’s 
overtures have been turned down and have been unsuccessful�

Every single person in this Chamber wants peace and end to the conflict.  However, unfor-
tunately, the Russians do not want a diplomatic solution at this time�  They want a military solu-
tion�  They only way we can bring this to the negotiation table – it is unpalatable – is to defeat 
the Russian army in Ukraine�  That is just the reality�  On that basis, I very much welcome the 
provision of military stores direct from Irish Defence Forces stores to the Ukrainian defence 
forces�  It is absolutely important�  

Following on from President Zelenskyy’s address, he is looking for more�  He is looking for 
more leadership�
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One hour’s drive from here in the Curragh Camp, there are hundreds of anti-tank rockets 
nearing the end of their shelf life that could very easily be transferred to the Ukraine defence 
forces�  The reason that is so important is that we know the Russians are preparing a massive 
offensive in the east at the moment and that this offensive is likely to be successful but it does 
not have to be this way�  We have learned from the successful defence of Kyiv that the future 
is not written in stone�  It has yet to be decided and it will be determined not just by fate but by 
decisions and actions of the people in this Chamber over the next few days�  For precisely those 
reasons, I urge the Taoiseach to send protective, defensive weapons to Ukraine in order that we 
stop the Russian advance, that we drag Russia to the negotiating table and that together we alter 
the course of history�  Slava Ukraini.

06/04/2022P00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: I wish to give some time to Deputy Michael Healy-Rae�

First, gabhaim buíochas leis President Zelenskyy�  Cuirim fáilte roimh gach duine, especial-
ly the diplomatic corp and Ambassador Gerasko, who is here and who paid a visit to my county 
last week and met the refugees who arrived in Cathair Dhún Iascaigh the day before�  On behalf 
of the Rural Independent Group, I want to thank the Irish people from the bottom of my heart 
for opening their hearts and homes in the spirit of the meitheal, ní neart go cur le chéile as they 
always have done any time there was a need and they were asked�  Every right-thinking person 
is praying to the man above, Almighty God, and his Blessed Mother too over this horrible, 
horrific war.  It is an appalling vista.  What we have seen in recent days makes it even more ap-
palling and more difficult to imagine but the Irish people have stood neutral militarily.  Being 
neutral has stood us in good stead�  We have sent peacekeeping soldiers all over the world with 
the blue helmets, as has been referred to, and we are recognised for that throughout the world�  
We can play a huge and very important part in that role at this point in time�

I listened with interest to President Zelenskyy and his appeal for more supports�  We can, 
and must, give more supports because, as I said, the people are doing so and we, as politicians, 
must do so�  We must all put our shoulders to the wheel�  Diplomatic pressure must be applied�  
More sanctions must be applied and we must try to hit the Russian oligarchs by turning off the 
money machine to them.  I believe there is doublespeak going on.  There are other conflicts that 
we have chosen to ignore, which are ongoing, but I am not going into that today�  It is Ukraine’s 
day and it is important that it is�

I met a number of heart-broken people yesterday evening in St� Stephen’s Green�  They 
gave me a little ribbon and asked me to wear it today which is why I am wearing it�  They were 
praying for the family members they had lost�  The torture they went through was unbelievable�  
In this modern era, it is unbelievable that we would have this vista of this bloody war so we 
must do everything we can in our own special way and remember people like Dan Breen, Seán 
Treacy and, indeed, Liam Lynch who lost his life 99 years ago this weekend�

06/04/2022P00300Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: We want to thank President Zelenskyy for his presentation 
today.  I thank Ambassador Gerasko for being here and I thank her and her staff for the excel-
lent work they have been doing over the last number of weeks�  The Irish people and the Irish 
Government have been to the forefront in standing up and saying we will put our shoulders 
to the wheel and we will do everything collectively that we can do to support the people of 
Ukraine, the people who have had to come here literally with what is on their backs and the 
bags they can carry�  We never thought that we would witness such an event in our lifetimes 
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but I thank the Government, the Department of Education and all the agencies of the State for 
doing everything they can do�  People are working night and day in their Departments�  They 
should be acknowledged by all the parliamentarians here today from both Seanad Éireann and 
Dáil Eireann�  We should thank those people because they are working long, extended hours 
trying to help those people�

In County Kerry, in Cahirsiveen, Killarney, Glenbeigh, Tralee and Tarbert, people have 
opened up their homes�  People are working to try to ensure people have a safe, secure place 
for themselves and their children�  I commend the teachers who are doing everything humanly 
possible to facilitate those young people and to keep them busy in their time here, to continue 
with their education and ensure they have the happiest time they can have in the circumstances�  
The Government deserves to be commended on the leadership it has shown in the last weeks in 
this horrendous event�

06/04/2022Q00200Deputy Marian Harkin: I welcome Ambassador Gerasko to the Oireachtas today�  I thank 
President Zelenskyy for his courage, leadership and ability to inspire confidence and hope in 
the Ukrainian people�  Most especially, I thank him and the Ukrainian people for their defence 
of liberal democracy, something too many of us take for granted�

We sit comfortably in our seats in Dáil Éireann today as Ukrainian members of Parliament 
vow to defend their country and their people by all means necessary�  There could not be a 
greater contrast.  When this debate ends, we will go back to our offices and our lives while 
members of the Ukrainian Parliament and the Ukrainian people stare down the face of Russian 
aggression and terror, as they remember and mourn those who have been tortured, raped, ex-
ecuted and murdered, as they prepare to further defend their homeland�

However, I believe we will carry the words of President Zelenskyy with us as we seek to 
continue with and expand our response and assistance to Ukraine�  For many hundreds of years 
geography was not our friend in Ireland; now it is, as we sit on the western flank of the EU, 
part of the greatest peace project ever�  In that context I strongly support EU membership for 
Ukraine�  As a former member of the European Parliament I met many Ukrainians who looked 
to the EU as a place where they belonged and I know Ireland supports that stance�  It would be 
beyond selfish of us to share in the benefits and security of EU membership, yet deny it to the 
Ukrainian people� 

To all Ukrainians, I say we have an old tradition in Ireland of lighting a candle in the win-
dow of our homes to show hospitality and welcome to the stranger�  Metaphorically speaking, 
many tens of thousands of those candles have been lit and are burning in Irish homes and hearts 
as we welcome Ukrainians fleeing war and terror into our homes and our communities.  I am 
wearing a Sligo badge below my badge depicting the Irish and Ukrainian flags as a symbol of 
our common humanity and connectedness, as we welcome more than 130 Ukrainians to Sligo 
in these days�

The huge fundraising efforts and the massive mobilisation of medical and other supplies to 
Ukraine continue day after day.  Government assistance coupled with a massive voluntary effort 
has forged a chain between Ireland and Ukraine and I believe those strong links will hold�  I be-
lieve Ireland will not be found wanting in strongly promoting and supporting humanitarian and 
peace initiatives, because all wars must end and our focus must be with the Ukrainian people in 
finding a pathway to a lasting peace.
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06/04/2022Q00300An Ceann Comhairle: Anois chun suimiú a thabhairt ar ghnó stairiúil na maidine, glaoim 
ar Chathaoirleach an tSeanaid, an Seanadóir Mark Daly�

06/04/2022Q00400An Cathaoirleach: On behalf of Seanad Éireann, I ask colleagues to join me in welcom-
ing five-year-old Anastasiia to the Parliament of our Republic.  Laskavo prosymo do Irlandiyi�  
Anastasiia is here with her mother, Yana�  Her husband and Anastasiia’s dad, like thousands of 
others, is in a defence unit in Ukraine, fighting to keep it free and independent for his daughter’s 
future�  They have travelled 4,000 km from Kyiv to Dublin, having to leave their home under 
Russian artillery fire.  We cannot imagine what they have gone through.  We cannot imagine 
what it must feel like, having, like millions of their fellow Ukrainians, to seek safety in Europe-
an countries�  We cannot imagine what it must feel like to have your future so suddenly change�  
Anastasiia and Yana, we welcome you here, along with your ambassador and the other refugees 
who join us here today, and the other members of the Ukrainian community who have been 
here for many years and who are now assisting their fellow citizens who are fleeing war.  We 
welcome you as guests to our Parliament, in the same way as thousands have been welcomed 
to our country�

We are many thousands of kilometres away this spring morning from their country and we 
are all aware that, as we sit here in Dublin, bombs and missiles are descending on those who 
remain - their fellow citizens, their family, their friends, their neighbours, innocent Ukrainian 
men, women and children�  In recent days, there is evidence of war crimes in Bucha that has 
been shown to the world�  What we are facing is a regime that is led by a war criminal and he 
must face justice like any other war criminal�

President Zelenskyy and the Ukrainian people have shown, with their own words and their 
actions, their bravery in the face of the invasion of their country�  In a previous address in this 
Chamber nearly 60 years ago, another President also acknowledged Irish neutrality but also 
acknowledged that Ireland is not neutral between liberty and tyranny and never will be�  That is 
as true today as it was over half a century ago�  As an international community, we must never 
be neutral in the face of tyranny�  We work better when we work together�  We can and we must 
do more�  We must be relentless in our support for Ukraine, not just today, not just tomorrow, 
but until the war is won�  Go raibh maith agaibh go léir�

Cuireadh an Comhshuí ar athló ar 11�13 a�m�

The Joint Sitting concluded at 11�13 a�m�

Cuireadh an Dáil ar fionraí go dtí meán lae.

The Dáil stood adjourned until 12 noon�

     12 o’clock

Paidir agus Machnamh.

Prayer and Reflection.
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06/04/2022T00250Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

06/04/2022T00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Yesterday, I asked the Taoiseach to cancel the carbon tax 
hike scheduled for 1 May�  Struggling households are under huge pressure trying to pay soaring 
energy bills�  The very last thing they need is the Government adding to that pressure with a tax 
hike�  Yesterday, the Taoiseach refused to cancel that increase and indicated that the Government 
is determined to press ahead with it�  In that decision, the Government is ignoring the fact that 
every single euro counts for workers and families and that many households are literally down 
to the cents�  If the Government proceeds with this, it will push ahead in the full knowledge that 
low-income workers, older people and rural communities have been hit especially hard�

The Taoiseach did acknowledge yesterday that what he termed a “wider initiative” is re-
quired to tackle this unprecedented cost-of-living crisis, which has been driven by inflation 
levels not seen since the 1980s and exacerbated by Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine�  I am 
glad the Taoiseach has finally recognised the need for a comprehensive set of measures and an 
inclusive process to get the living costs down�  This comes after months of resisting Sinn Féin’s 
calls for exactly such a package�  In February, we brought forward a broad suite of measures 
that would make a real difference and bring genuine relief and breathing space for households.  
We urged the Government to adopt these measures, which are realistic and deliverable�  The 
Taoiseach refused to do that�  We proposed a mini-budget that would target those areas during 
this crisis�  Does the Taoiseach now accept the need for a mini-budget?  Has the Government 
moved from its position of waiting until October to act?  In other words, when will see this 
comprehensive set of measures?  Will these measures include targeted cost-of-living payments 
to lower and middle-income workers and families?  Will it include relief for renters?  Will it 
include relief for childcare costs?  We have proposed cutting these initially by one third�  That is 
necessary to give parents breathing space�  Above all, urgency is required on this matter because 
the fuel allowance is due to end on Friday�  It is crucial that this payment is extended, initially 
for six weeks at the least, and that eligibility for it is expanded�

Tá mion-bhuiséad ag teastáil uainn chun dul i ngleic leis na réimsí atá i gcroílár na géarché-
ime sa chostas maireachtála�  Laghdóidh íocaíochtaí airgid díreach agus gníomhartha ó thaobh 
cíosanna, cúram páistí agus an liúntas breosla an costas maireachtála do gach duine�

The Government can of course introduce a mini-budget to deliver direct cost-of-living pay-
ments, to cut rents and childcare fees and to extend the fuel allowance, but it must also scrap 
the carbon tax increase due on May Day�  Although the Taoiseach clearly attaches little impor-
tance to this increase, the backbenchers in his own party and, it seems, in Fine Gael, have a 
very different view on this matter.  I am asking the Taoiseach to seize the moment, to introduce 
measures that will cushion households and help give them some breathing space and, of course, 
to cancel the hike in carbon tax�

06/04/2022T00400The Taoiseach: First, the Deputy did not actually call for anything of the sort that I pro-
posed in the House yesterday in terms of the comprehensive approach I and the Government 
want to take to what is, without question, a very serious issue for the Irish economy and the 
European economy.  That is manifested in the main at the moment by inflation.  I said yester-
day that we have had two, if not three, shocks to our economic model.  The first was Brexit.  
We dealt with that, as a country, as best we could�  The second was the pandemic, which was a 
once-in-a-century event�  Thankfully, because of the economic measures the Government took 
to protect jobs, incomes and businesses and to keep them intact, we have bounced back very 



6 APRIL 2022

669

significantly as an economy, largely speaking, in emerging from Covid.  The Central Bank’s 
report today confirms that.  Government initiatives in the teeth of a major crisis, that is, the 
pandemic, worked, notwithstanding that the ending of the emergency phase of the pandemic 
has created a huge inflationary cycle.  Add a terrible war, the war on Ukraine, and energy prices 
have exponentially grown and risen�  The sanctions the European Union, the United States, 
Canada and other democracies have imposed on the Russian Federation within themselves 
create economic impacts and shocks, some of which we are not clear on yet�  The only thing 
from now to the end of the year, as far as I can see, is uncertainty�  I would not understate the 
economic recovery in Ireland�

I fully accept the enormous pressures inflation is putting on households.  We are very con-
cerned about those on low incomes�  Hence, we increased the fuel allowance from €630 when 
we came into government to €1,039�  When the €200 cut in electricity bills is added, that is 
€1,239, up from the base of €630 when we came into office.  Other aspects of the economy also 
illustrate the point I was making yesterday.  The Central Bank is saying inflation could go to 
6�5%�  It has revised downwards growth forecasts�  It expects the jobs market to remain strong 
with an increase in employment of about 88,000 this year�  The Department of Finance is pre-
paring the spring forecasts�

We had the highest employment growth in the European Union last year, with the number 
of people work soaring by nearly 230,000 to just above 2�5 million, marking a record high and 
already surpassing our target for 2024, which was contained in the economic recovery plan�  
Employment has increased for all age groups and across all geographic regions�  GDP went up 
by about 13% but it is modified domestic demand that we are focused on and that grew by 6.5%, 
which is now 7% above the pre-pandemic level�  The unemployment rate is at 5�2%, which is 
close to full employment�  Those are the plus points but there is one huge negative, namely, 
inflation.  The challenge for us is not to undermine progress in other parts of the economy.  I 
am saying the best way to do that is work with the social partners, trade unions and employers 
on the pay policy dimension to this, which is important as there are tax, social welfare, income 
protection and climate change implications�  Then there is the issue of the costs for people on 
low incomes and for those who are going into work every day�  In the €800 million package we 
put in place since the budget we have already reduced transport and medical costs�  That is an 
intelligent way to go about this�

06/04/2022U00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I have asked the Taoiseach to set out what this comprehen-
sive approach will amount to�  It has to be all about bringing costs down�  I ask again whether 
it will include measures to give relief to renters and if it will cut childcare costs�  What other 
measures does the Government have in mind?  We all agree that costs must come down�  I also 
asked the Taoiseach to act with urgency.  The Taoiseach should bear in mind that both finance 
Ministers in the Government have previously said they are not minded to do anything until 
October�  Sitting this out until October is not a viable option because people are under pressure 
now�  I reminded the Taoiseach that on Friday, we will see the end of the fuel allowance, which 
gives an indication of just how urgent these matters are�  What is the Government’s compre-
hensive set of measures?  Is it a mini-budget?  When will we see it?  I put it to the Taoiseach 
that at a time when people have to choose between eating and heating their homes, he could not 
rationalise, much less justify, an increase in carbon tax�

06/04/2022U00300Deputy Pearse Doherty: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022U00400Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: Hear, hear�
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06/04/2022U00500The Taoiseach: The way the carbon tax was structured benefits those on the lowest in-
comes, as the Deputy knows�  That is the factual position and the research shows that but I know 
that evidence-based research is not the Deputy’s forte in matters of this kind�  That is what the 
research shows�

06/04/2022U00600Deputy Pearse Doherty: That is not true�

06/04/2022U00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: Patronising�  The múinteoir scoile�

06/04/2022U00800The Taoiseach: That said, we are conscious of the impacts of the carbon tax�  That is why 
the fuel allowance has risen so dramatically-----

06/04/2022U00900Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It is ending on Friday�

06/04/2022U01000The Taoiseach: -----and we have extended it significantly.  It is also why we want to enable 
people to retrofit their homes, to develop energy efficiency to reduce costs

06/04/2022U01100Deputy Mattie McGrath: There is a three-year waiting list�

06/04/2022U01200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Taoiseach is talking down the clock�  Can I have an 
answer?

06/04/2022U01300The Taoiseach: The approach I suggest is a broader one which has to involve engagement 
with our social partners�  It is not just about one single measure every week as we move along�  
That cannot be the way we react.  We reacted intelligently, effectively and fast as a country to 
deal with the pandemic’s impact on the economy�  The pandemic brought about the greatest 
decline in our economy since 1939 in 2020, a recession�

06/04/2022U01400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Taoiseach has not answered�

06/04/2022U01500The Taoiseach: We bounced back because of intelligent policies�

06/04/2022U01600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Intelligent�

06/04/2022U01700Deputy Pearse Doherty: The Taoiseach has no answer�

06/04/2022U01800The Taoiseach: With the greatest of respect, the Deputy is about-----

06/04/2022U01900Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Taoiseach has a monopoly on intelligence now�

06/04/2022U02000The Taoiseach: -----the electoral and political exploitation of this, rather than looking at it 
from a point of view of substance�

06/04/2022U02100Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I asked the Taoiseach a straight question that he has refused 
to answer�

06/04/2022U02200Deputy Pearse Doherty: The Taoiseach cannot answer�

06/04/2022U02300Deputy Catherine Murphy: The Central Bank has forecasted that food price increases 
will drive inflation to 8% by the summer, heaping additional pressure on workers and families 
already struggling to get by�  Costs for goods and services everywhere are rising rapidly and 
household budgets have been vaporised�  This particularly impacts on those with low to middle 
incomes and on those with fixed incomes.  I have listened to what the Taoiseach has said about 
this crisis carefully and he has repeatedly stated that the Government cannot bring in separate 
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measures every week�  Nobody is asking the Government to do that�  We want to see a credible 
and meaningful response that would provide real relief to those who are struggling, those who 
are worried and those who are already in trouble�

There has been a lot of political debate about the carbon tax in recent weeks, much of it ig-
noring the taxation elephant in the room, which is VAT�  The Taoiseach has said that next month, 
the carbon tax increase will mean an average increase in household bills of €1�40 per month�  I 
am sure the Taoiseach will agree that VAT is considerably more and it is ever-increasing given 
the enormous prices rises in energy, which provides an unprecedented windfall to the Govern-
ment�  Last year alone, for example, the Government took in €3 billion more in VAT than it did 
in 2020�  A large chunk of that was from energy costs�  Up until February of this year the Tao-
iseach was telling the House that the VAT derogation was impossible because of EU rules�  On 
9 March, when a cut in excise duty was announced, we were told the Government was working 
with EU colleagues to see whether we could introduce greater relief or flexibility in that area.  
Last week the Taoiseach told us that a VAT derogation had been sought�  It also was reported 
last week that the Taoiseach told his parliamentary party that we can expect some hard propos-
als on energy from the EU by the end of April�

Maybe the Taoiseach can provide some details to the House on that�  When exactly did the 
Government apply for that VAT derogation?  Was it separate or was it combined with other 
member states?  Did the Taoiseach personally make that application to the European Council 
on 24 and 25 March?  Has the Government applied for a specific derogation on VAT, reducing 
it to levels of 9% or 5%, for example?  When will we get an indication of when that application 
will be successful?  The Taoiseach said the application was made yesterday�  The Taoiseach said 
the Government is considering offsetting the carbon tax increase.  Is that impacted by VAT or 
the public service obligation, PSO, level?  Can the Taoiseach give us some sort of an indication 
and a timeline for that?

06/04/2022U02400The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising those points�  Members are looking for ini-
tiatives every week and I understand that�  We have to stand back, however, and take a more 
considered view on how we respond to this fairly unique crisis, which has been caused by the 
combination of a pandemic, emerging from that pandemic and the imbalance of supply and 
demand which that created and a terrible war, the likes of which we have not seen since the 
Second World War that is happening on the Continent of Europe and that is creating huge issues 
for all of us�  We have to look at this in the medium term, rather than just from week to week�  I 
believe the Deputy accepts that and I appreciate the point she has made on that�

I refer to the European Union and European Commission approach to the energy market�  
There have been considerable discussions in recent months at European Council level on the 
market, on how it is designed and on whether that market can be adjusted or changed to reduce 
the cost of energy.  Different member states have different perspectives on that and we have 
consistently put forward the view that we need more flexibility on the legislation and the direc-
tives, including the energy tax and the VAT directives�  We already enjoy a historic derogation 
on the VAT rate on fuels of 13�5%�  We have told the Commission, including prior to the last 
meeting and prior to Versailles, that there should be flexibilities in the current situation that 
would not endanger the historic derogation we have�  If we had simply reduced energy prices 
below that 13�5% rate, there was no guarantee under the existing laws that we could stay at 
13�5% when the crisis was over but rather, we would have to go to 23%�  That was something 
we were anxious to avoid�  We put forward an amendment to the conclusions of the last meet-
ing, which was accepted, to try to head off that situation.  It still has to involve discussions with 
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the Commission.  We want to be absolutely clear and certain.  This is to allow us flexibility.  We 
have different options and know what we can and cannot do.  With the laws as they were, we 
were not in a position to do it all along, which we made clear to the House�  We reduced excise 
duties significantly, by between 15% and 20%.  The Central Bank spokesperson said that had an 
impact on reducing the costs on people from what they would otherwise have been�

The other side of the argument is that the Commission itself acknowledges that the market 
needs to be revisited with regard to the domination of gas in dictating the price of all energy in 
the European Union market�

06/04/2022V00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�

06/04/2022V00300The Taoiseach: Hopefully, by the end of April, there will be a further return to this, with a 
fuller reform of the market by the end of May�

06/04/2022V00400Deputy Catherine Murphy: For many people, there is a personal crisis and a family crisis�  
I know the debates have to go on at European Union level, but we have to inject some degree of 
certainty about the timeline�  Are we talking about next October or before then?  The Taoiseach 
talks about an inclusive process with social partners and stakeholders�  What does that mean?  
We increasingly see people who are at breaking point�  The Taoiseach must see them himself�  
Their budgets do not stretch to providing a roof over their head, food and energy�  They are 
hoping that there will be good weather�  That is the point we have come down to�  There is a 
significant windfall for the Government, since VAT take increases as energy prices increase.  
How can that sit side by side with people in that kind of difficulty?  Will the Taoiseach give us 
some certainty?

06/04/2022V00500The Taoiseach: There is no point in tackling this with one measure alone�  Pay policy is 
important�  The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has invited social partners to dis-
cuss extending the existing national pay agreement�  It should be possible for us, as a society, 
to work through the different strands of income policy, pay, tax and welfare.  The question is 
whether we can get agreement on prioritising those most in need and having a response that 
does not endanger the progress we are making in the economy and that does not have us just 
chasing inflation.  We have already spent close to €2 billion since October in endeavouring to 
alleviate the pressure on people�

06/04/2022V00600Deputy Catherine Murphy: We have taken in a lot�

06/04/2022V00700The Taoiseach: I know.  There will be significant expenditure from here until the end of the 
year and beyond that�  It is necessary and right�  With the number of Ukrainians coming into the 
country, there will be expenditure on education, health and housing, of a significant nature.  We 
have to get the balance right and not just react from week to week and month to month�  I think 
the Deputy accepts that we should not�

06/04/2022V00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�

06/04/2022V00900The Taoiseach: To be clear, that will not be solved today but we need to engage with the 
social partners�

06/04/2022V01000Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: I raise an important issue in respect of the support available to 
Irish people and families who opened their homes to many Ukrainian refugees who came here 
as a result of the terrible actions of the Russians�  As the Taoiseach knows, the Irish people have 
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never been shy when it comes to supporting those most in need�  When the call for support 
came, Irish people answered in their thousands�  In many cases, they even travelled to airports 
to collect Ukrainian refugees who fled.  Over the past weeks, I have had many calls and visits 
from the families who took in Ukrainian refugees to outline the difficulties that they face.  It is 
important to put on record that those people have not for one minute regretted their decision to 
take in Ukrainian refugees, and if they had to do it again, they would not hesitate�

The issue people are having is that they feel isolated, with no support�  They have very little, 
if any, contact from the relevant Departments�  They feel they have nowhere to go for support 
and advice�  They have no regrets about opening their homes to Ukrainian refugees but they are 
finding it difficult and financially challenging.  They have increased energy and food bills and, 
on top of this, there are massive hikes in energy prices�  When they look for assistance from the 
Departments, they feel they are being ignored�  The commercial hotels and bed and breakfast 
accommodation are being paid to house Ukrainian refugees�  The people who opened their 
homes to the same refugees are not getting any support�

This is wrong and must be addressed�  It is wrong that these people are left isolated without 
any support or assistance�  They were good enough to open their homes at a time of great need 
but now they feel ignored�  They seek support from various Departments and get no response�  
This morning, President Zelenskyy outlined the support that Ukrainians need right now�  We 
all need to continue to support the Ukrainian people in a time of great need�  We also need to 
support the Irish people who have been good enough to open their homes�  In many instances, 
they and their families have made considerable sacrifices.  It is simply not fair that these people 
receive absolutely no support while hotels and bed and breakfast accommodation receive full 
support for taking in refugees�

I ask the Taoiseach to assist with this issue and get proper support to the many thousands 
of Irish people and families who have opened their homes to Ukrainian refugees�  This morn-
ing, the Taoiseach told the Ukrainian president, “our home is your home�”  Thousands of Irish 
people have opened their homes to Ukrainian refugees�  I believe this is the right place for them 
to be�  It is a family atmosphere�  Irish people have always put their shoulders to the wheel when 
needed�  Irish people are not complaining and would do this again and again but they are getting 
no support�  They get bills, including electricity bills, pick up Ukrainian children to bring them 
to school every day, and are looking for nothing�  Everything is increasing�  All I am asking for 
is for the Government to help these people the way they helped the Ukrainian refugees�

06/04/2022V01100The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising this important issue�  I salute and commend 
all those volunteers who are doing so much to help Ukrainian refugees to settle in this country�  
As I said this morning, “our home is your home”�  The initial focus of our response has been 
on accommodation�  To date, 19,283 people have arrived from Ukraine�  Of these, 11,800 have 
sought accommodation.  There has been a huge effort.  We have never had to respond so quickly 
to such a refugee crisis before�  I pay a warm tribute to the public servants, as Deputy Michael 
Healy-Rae did earlier today, who have done exceptional work, working late into the evenings, 
to secure accommodation for refugees�  There are nearly 2,500 children attending our schools 
so far�  I thank the education community�  This is war time and this is something we never 
thought we would experience�

We therefore have been focusing in the initial phase on addressing accommodation�  We 
have much more to do�  We are under pressure but we have to get through all the pledges�  
Significant work is under way.  The Deputy referred to hotels, guest houses, bed and breakfast 
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accommodation, the accommodation pledge by the public, State-owned or private properties 
which may be suitable for short-term accommodation, religious properties, local authority fa-
cilities and so on�  All of that is being worked on as we speak and has to be where we direct 
energy right now�

Income support is immediately available from the Department of Social Protection once 
refugees come into the country, under the European Union’s temporary protection directive�  
Health services are also being provided for the families who have arrived in the country�  That 
has been our immediate focus�

We are establishing community response forums in each local authority to co-ordinate lo-
cal responses to the Ukraine crisis�  That forum will bring together all of the community and 
voluntary organisations which are active locally, as well as the mayor or cathaoirleach of each 
local authority�  These local forums are best placed to put arrangements in place to help the 
new arrivals from Ukraine to access services�  We believe these forums are an important part of 
what the Deputy has articulated with regard to providing supports on the ground for families, 
to enable them to integrate in our society more effectively.  We are asking local authorities to 
take a leadership role in those community forums to enable people to come together to provide 
additional supports and services at that local level�  We are witnessing this all over the country�  
Communities are responding in that way and we appreciate that�

06/04/2022W00100Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: I said it before that we cannot put a price on a family atmo-
sphere.  These families are not looking for profit, they are simply looking for support for the 
extra costs that they have incurred�  While I appreciate the Taoiseach’s reply, he never once 
mentioned the people�  These people went up to Dublin Airport, they collected these families 
and they took them back in good faith�  Now they realise that there is a serious cost there�  Many 
of these families have children and family of their own�  With ESB bills, electricity bills and all 
of these bills rising, all they are doing is looking for a bit of help�

The Government is quick enough to pay the hotels�  It is quick enough to pay the bed and 
breakfasts.  They are not looking for a profit.  On social protection, I acknowledge that these 
refugees are getting social welfare, which is fine, but they need they need that money for them-
selves, for shoes and clothes for their own family�

There is goodwill here and Ireland has been good�  The Taoiseach said to President Zelenksyy 
this morning that, “Our home is your home”�  These families are saying, “Our homes are the 
refugees’ homes”.  They thought this war would last maybe four or five weeks.  Now all of a 
sudden it might go on for two more weeks or six more weeks�  The families do not know�  Not 
one family who came to me said that they would change their mind, but they need help�  They 
cannot afford to pay the bills.  The last thing they want to do is have a conflict between them-----

06/04/2022W00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Go raibh maith agat, a Theachta� The Taoiseach to respond�

06/04/2022W00300Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: Ireland is doing very well with Ukraine�  I ask the Taoiseach 
please not to put a dampener on it�

06/04/2022W00400The Taoiseach: I appreciate where the Deputy is coming from, but I make the point that, as 
I said, the hotels, the guest houses and all those facilities are essential�  You cannot put hundreds 
or thousands of people into accommodation without resourcing that�  We are very appreciative 
of the voluntary pledges that came in.  More work is needed in the first instance to go through 
those pledges as quickly as we possibly can to identify what is suitable to accommodate Ukrai-
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nian refugees�

I can talk at great length with the Deputy about his experiences and the people to whom he 
has spoken�  I believe that the people who drove to the airport did that out of the goodness of 
their heart.  I have no doubt about that and they are anxious to help in the first instance.

We have to make it very clear that the reason all of this is being done is to deny Putin any 
sense that the West is under pressure�  Unfortunately, in modern wars the likes of Putin count 
on hybrid warfare and on creating as much pressure through migration as they possibly can�

06/04/2022W00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Taoiseach is out of time�

06/04/2022W00600The Taoiseach: We saw that in Belarus last year when it put pressure on Lithuania, Poland 
and other countries-----

06/04/2022W00700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are over time.  We will move on to the final question.  I 
call the Rural Independent Group�

06/04/2022W00800Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Taoiseach says he and his Government will implement an-
other carbon tax on 1 May�  People everywhere cannot believe that, notwithstanding the savage 
cost of fuel, that the Taoiseach would even consider raising it further�  The Taoiseach knows it 
was the last straw that broke the camel’s back�  This is the price that the country and the people 
of Ireland, young and old, have to pay so that the Taoiseach will have the continued support of 
the Green Party to remain Taoiseach�

The Government has already torn down Bord na Móna�  Every day since then, the cost 
of electricity has gone up�  The Taoiseach promised the people of north Kerry when he was 
canvassing there that he would support Shannon LNG, but now he is against it�  Surely, the 
Taoiseach knows what is happening around the world�  China is building massive electricity-
generating stations�  Russia is mining coal and oil�  The USA is still using massive passenger 
eight-cylinder vehicles, such as Cadillacs, Lincoln Continental, Chevrolet, massive 5�7 l and 
7�8 l eight-cylinder engines�  Petrol is $3�80 a gallon there�  Here, most people are driving 1�6 
l and 2 l cars.  Deputy Eamon Ryan is saying that we are still wrong.  He wants to price us off 
the road�

The Government will break the country with it targets�  Russia, China, India and Africa will 
keep doing what they are doing�  They will do more harm to the environment in one year than 
Ireland would do in 1,000 years.  The Government will close the country down.  It will finish 
up exporting our youth, as happened in the 1950s and early 1960s.  The true influence that the 
war is having on our energy costs has not been felt yet�  Hauliers and construction are in serious 
trouble.  Roadbridge has seen the loss of 1,000 jobs.  It will have a ripple effect and many others 
are on the brink�  Already ten construction companies have gone down in the UK�  We will fol-
low.  If every light was turned off and we all left this country, it would only make 0.13% in the 
worldwide context�  We are all under the one sky�  The one sun and the one moon is over us all�  
The Government can cripple our people, cause the loss of thousands of jobs and can break the 
people, paralyse our farmers and curtail their ability to continue producing food�  Nobody has 
calculated the cost of importing food from places like Brazil or what emissions this will create�  
It will certainly be more than a farmer in Kerry who is selling an animal to a factory in Bandon 
or selling over the over the counter in Killarney, Kenmare, Castleisland or indeed Macroom�

Deputy Eamon Ryan has been talking about solar energy for years, but we are still waiting 
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for the power purchase agreements, PPAs, to be put in place for microgeneration schemes so 
that small energy producers can sell extra energy back to the grid�  Farmers and industry have 
acres of farm buildings with roofs on which they could put these solar panels on top�

06/04/2022W00900An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy is out of time�

06/04/2022W01000Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: That could give them a small bit of financial help to start them 
off.  If they were paid for the extra energy, it would make a huge difference to relieve the energy 
crisis in this country�

06/04/2022W01100An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are overtime�

06/04/2022W01200The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising the issue�  We need balance and perspective 
in the debate.  I fully accept that the cost-of-living increases are having a significant impact on 
people�  These are caused by a war and caused by a pandemic�  Without question, the pandemic 
and the war have caused extraordinary increase in energy prices globally�  This is happening 
now all over the world, not because of the carbon tax or anything else like that, but because of 
the impact on the energy market, because of restrictions on fuel and because of the enormous 
uncertainty that has created�  As a result, the Government did take measures to help hauliers�  
There were measures taken in tillage to assist farmers, as well as on the broader issue of reduc-
ing the excise duty etc. on the cost of fuel between 15 and 20 cent.  These are very significant 
measures costing about €900 million, when including the medical cost reductions, the transport 
cost reductions, to €200 electricity cut etc�  That is on the top of a budget of €1 billion that was 
given last October in tax for this year�  Already, close to €2 billion in measures have been taken 
and it is only the beginning of April�

In, the bigger picture, the individual tax that the Deputy references is not at all as significant 
as people are endeavouring to portray it�  We can take measures, as we took in the budget to 
offset that.

We have not closed Bord na Móna, which is enjoying a new lease of life-----

06/04/2022W01300Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: The Government closed it down�

06/04/2022W01400Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Taoiseach is only codding himself�

06/04/2022W01500The Taoiseach: -----in wind energy, for example, and in other issues such as conservation 
and the preservation of bogs etc�  I put it to the Deputy that we have to play our part as a country�  
The young people of this country want us to play a part�

06/04/2022W01600Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: 0�31%�

06/04/2022W01700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Let the Taoiseach speak�

06/04/2022W01800The Taoiseach: The implication of what the Deputy has said is that this country should ig-
nore climate change, should let other countries deal with it, that we that should paddle our own 
canoe and to hell with the consequences and that we should play no part like�  Ireland from the 
foundation of the State believes in the international community�  We believe in a rules-based 
order�  We believe in playing our part�

06/04/2022W01900Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is nothing to do with that�

06/04/2022W02000The Taoiseach: Climate change is existential�  I know that the Deputy does not agree with 
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it�  He denies that it is happening at all�  I think that is his position which he has put forward in 
the House�  I disagree with him�  It is existential and we have a duty to the younger generations, 
to our children and to our children’s children not to stand still now, not to deflect and not to 
postpone�  We do not have a choice�  It is now or it is never�

06/04/2022W02100Deputy Mattie McGrath: Eamon will not let you�

06/04/2022W02200The Taoiseach: It is nothing to do with Deputy Eamon Ryan�  It is nothing to do with the 
Greens�

06/04/2022W02300Deputy Mattie McGrath: It has everything to do with Deputy Eamon Ryan�

06/04/2022W02400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: It is to do with the Taoiseach�

06/04/2022W02500The Taoiseach: It should be the concern of every Deputy in this House and of every Sena-
tor�

06/04/2022W02600Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: He is keeping the Taoiseach in government�

06/04/2022W02700The Taoiseach: It should be the concern of everybody�

06/04/2022W02800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�

06/04/2022W02900The Taoiseach: We must act to protect this planet for our children and our children’s chil-
dren�

06/04/2022W03000Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: They will be dead�

06/04/2022W03100The Taoiseach: That is what should matter in this House�

06/04/2022W03200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputy Danny Healy-Rae has one minute�

06/04/2022W03300Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Yes, it is political�  It is to keep the Taoiseach in power until the 
end of the year and to make him Tánaiste next year and to keep the Ministers behind in place�  
That is what it is�  The tail is wagging the dog�  The dogs in the street see and know that�  The 
Taoiseach has not answered or explained what is going on in Russia, China or the US�  They are 
using massive amounts of oil, diesel, coal and everything else�  The Government would not let 
us cut a sod of turf here if it could do so�  There are drains cut across the passages into the bogs 
in the midlands in order that the locals there cannot cut turf this year�  The Taoiseach knows that�

06/04/2022X00200The Taoiseach: I do not�

06/04/2022X00300Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: He does know it because Bord na Móna has done it under 
instruction from someone�  The Government is not being fair with the people�  It will close the 
country down at the behest of the Minister for the Environment, Climate Change and Com-
munications, Deputy Eamon Ryan�  It is the Minister who is dictating the policy�  I know there 
are good and fair-minded people in Fianna Fáil and in the other parties�  The Taoiseach is not 
listening to them, however�  He is listening to one man, namely, the Minister, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan, and following him�  The Taoiseach knows the answer he will get at the doors the next 
time around because the Minister is totally and absolutely wrong�  He does not understand the 
trouble the people of the country are in at present and nor does the Taoiseach�

06/04/2022X00400The Taoiseach: I must point out to the Deputy that prior to the formation of this Govern-
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ment, the Oireachtas committee of all parties was in favour by a vast majority, first of all, of 
taking very strong measures in relation to climate change�  Deputy Danny Healy-Rae is in a 
very small minority-----

06/04/2022X00500Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: There were climate changes from the very start�

06/04/2022X00600The Taoiseach: -----of people who believe that climate change is not happening�

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022X00800The Taoiseach: He is also in a very small minority in this House who believe we should do 
nothing about it and just let China or the United States do it, and that we should paddle on�  I 
do not agree with him�

06/04/2022X00900Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: We have always played our part�  We are playing more than 
our part now�

06/04/2022X01000The Taoiseach: We are not playing our part right now�  We are not doing enough in terms 
of climate change�  We are behind�  Carbon emissions are increasing�

06/04/2022X01100Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: It is easy to put on a carbon tax�  That is all the Government is 
doing�

06/04/2022X01200The Taoiseach: The challenges we face between now and 2030 are significant.  I am trying 
to be honest here�  Let us not pretend that we are doing something extra or better than others�

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022X01400The Taoiseach: We have to step up to the plate�  We did not do enough in the past-----

06/04/2022X01500Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Taoiseach does whatever the Minister tells him to do�

06/04/2022X01600The Taoiseach: -----in respect of climate change�  There are win-wins here�  The Central 
Bank of Ireland said there will be 88,000 extra jobs�  Deputy Danny Healy-Rae talks about 
closing the country; a doomsday scenario�  For God’s sake, during the pandemic, we took 
measures-----

06/04/2022X01700Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Taoiseach is trying his best�

06/04/2022X01800The Taoiseach: -----that rescued this economy and put it on the pathway to a dramatic re-
covery�

06/04/2022X01900Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: He is trying his best�

06/04/2022X02000The Taoiseach: We want to do the same now in the context of this war-----

06/04/2022X02100Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Taoiseach threw out money in that context�

06/04/2022X02200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�  We are over time�

06/04/2022X02300The Taoiseach: -----in order to respond intelligently and sensibly to enable us to protect 
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jobs and the economy, but, above all, to protect the quality of life of younger generations yet 
to come�

06/04/2022X02400Teachtaireacht ón Seanad - Message from Seanad

06/04/2022X02500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Seanad Éireann has passed the Consumer Protection (Regu-
lation of Retail Credit and Credit Servicing Firms) Bill 2021, without amendment�

06/04/2022X02600Business of Dáil

06/04/2022X02700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Yesterday, the House agreed changes to Standing Orders 
relating to the advent of the new digital Order Paper�  The changes codify current procedures 
in respect of the Order of Business and Questions on Promised Legislation�  I can advise the 
House that the new title of the latter business will now be Questions on Policy or Legislation�  
The title has been changed to take account of the nature of the item as it has evolved�  In other 
words, we are copper-fastening what Deputies have been doing all the time, which is straying 
beyond discussing promised legislation�  I ask them not to stray beyond the time limits, which 
are up to one minute, on our next business�

06/04/2022X02800Ceisteanna ar Reachtaíocht a Gealladh - Questions on Promised Legislation

06/04/2022X02900Deputy Pearse Doherty: On Friday, a Danish vessel with a cargo of blue whiting was pre-
vented from landing at Killybegs Harbour due to the approach that has been taken by the Sea-
Fisheries Protection Authority with regard to how fish are weighed.  Yesterday, a Norwegian 
fishing vessel was also prevented from landing at Killybegs.  Some 54 workers were told that 
there was no work for them in the processing factory and were sent home�  Today, as we speak, 
the same Norwegian vessel, the Ingrid Majalla, is pulling into the port of Derry, which operates 
under the same EU rules as Killybegs.  Some 950 tonnes of fish will be offloaded from that ves-
sel.  Later today, there will be 40 lorry loads of fish will be transported from Derry to Killybegs 
for processing�  That is an example of stupidity and madness�  The situation is unacceptable�  
We understand that a third fishing vessel has decided not to even to attempt to land at Killybegs 
and is steaming back to Norway�  There is a huge damage to our industry and to jobs�  I ask the 
Taoiseach to instruct the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy McConalogue, 
to intervene because there is a solution available that the High Court has identified.

06/04/2022X03000Deputy Paul Murphy: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022X03100The Taoiseach: The Minister, Deputy McConalogue, has been very active in engaging with 
the fishing industry in respect of all these issues and in ensuring a pathway to a more structured 
relationship with the European Commission into the future than we have had in the past, which 
has caused many of these difficulties.  The Minister is very aware of these issues and is engag-
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ing with all concerned to bring about a resolution in respect of them�

06/04/2022X03200Deputy Pearse Doherty: What is the Government going to do about it?  These are jobs�  
The Taoiseach is talking about climate change�  There are 40 lorries driving from Derry to Kil-
lybegs�  It makes no sense�

06/04/2022X03300Deputy Ivana Bacik: In his powerful address to the House this morning, President Zel-
enskyy made clear that there is more Ireland can do to support Ukraine, and that our leader-
ship does matter�  We know that we can expel the Russian ambassador from Ireland�  I ask 
the Taoiseach again to do so�  We also know that all Russian banks should be excluded from 
the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication, SWIFT, and an embargo 
should be placed on Russian oil and gas�  The Ukrainian ambassador, Ms Larysa Gerasko, also 
highlighted actions we can take�  In particular, I ask the Taoiseach to ensure that all Irish ports 
are closed to Russian vessels and goods in light of reports that there is a Russian-registered ves-
sel at one of our ports this week�

I also wish to ask whether the Government is going to act to ensure that existing sanctions 
cannot be sidestepped�  In response to a question from my colleague, Deputy Nash, last week, 
the Governor of the Central Bank confirmed there are 15 to 16 out of 33 Russian-linked sec-
tion 110 special purpose vehicles, SPVs, in total in the International Financial Services Centre, 
IFSC, connected to persons against whom sanctions been levelled�  Can we legislate to ensure 
that this practice is stopped?

06/04/2022X03400The Taoiseach: We are doing everything we possibly can to make sure that the sanctions 
have effect and that assets that are meant to be are frozen.  That is happening in terms of the 
sanctions we have already introduced�  President Zelenskyy was very clear in stating that more 
needing to be done, certainly in the context of sanctions�  The big debate has been on oil, gas 
and coal�  We in Ireland have been very strongly of the view that the sanctions should include 
oil and coal�  We believe there is a need for engagement with those countries that are very de-
pendent on the gas front�  It is easier for us to call for that, to be fair, than perhaps some of the 
countries that would be extraordinarily impacted by a sudden ban on that�  It does, however, 
create a moral dilemma to the effect that the revenues from those fuels are going into Putin’s 
war machine�

We must also take into account the European Union membership application submitted by 
Ukraine.  In the context of diplomatic sanctions, we have taken significant measures already.  
We hold no-----

06/04/2022X03500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach; we are over time�  I beg your pardon�

06/04/2022X03600Deputy Ivana Bacik: Can the Taoiseach please be allowed to respond?

06/04/2022X03700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: No, we are moving on�  I am sorry�  We are over time�  I call 
Deputy Cian O’Callaghan�

06/04/2022X03800Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: Last week, I raised with the Taoiseach the issue of long queues 
in Dublin Airport leading to some passengers missing their flights.  After that, I was contacted 
by staff at Dublin Airport who stated that despite several years’ service on the security team, 
they are still waiting for full-time contracts and are currently on rosters that give them little 
more than 20 hours’ work per week�  They indicated that the Dublin Airport Authority, DAA, 
has many fully trained and experienced security staff who would love to be working on full-
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time contracts and instead are on these rosters with reduced hours�  This race to the bottom in 
working conditions is unfair on staff and passengers and is damaging to our international repu-
tation�  Did the Taoiseach contact the DAA as he committed to do last week?  What did it say?  
Does the Taoiseach stand over this exploitative treatment of staff by a semi-State company?  
Will he ask the DAA to end the chaos at the airport and give these workers full-time contracts?

06/04/2022X03900The Taoiseach: In the first instance, I will say that the most immediate focus with regard 
to this matter at the DAA has been on reducing the inconvenience caused by long queueing for 
the public at large.  The DAA has recruited more than 100 staff and is actively recruiting more.  
It is responsible for staffing and recruitment and for the terms and conditions of employment 
of staff.  The Minister of State, Deputy Hildegarde Naughton, has been holding daily briefings 
with the CEO, Mr. Dalton Philips, and other senior DAA staff.  The immediate situation has 
improved and recruitment efforts are being redoubled.  In terms of pay and conditions, again, 
the DAA is obviously responsible in that regard�  It makes sense, however, to make sure that 
good-quality employment and conditions are provided in order to ensure continuity and the 
retention of a good number of staff.  However, there may also be other issues there that have 
given rise to this situation�

06/04/2022X04000Deputy Paul Murphy: I wish to raise a scandalous case of a mass eviction at Shannon 
Arms in Limerick�  Up to 60 families are facing eviction by a consortium of landlords�  Four of 
the landlords are evicting on the grounds of sale�  Notices of eviction were signed at the same 
place and witnessed by the same solicitor on the same day�  Another landlord, the millionaire 
owner of Supermac’s, Pat McDonagh, is evicting his tenants on the grounds of renovation, a 
claim backed up by a company run by his son-in-law�  The suspicion is that the other landlords 
are selling their properties to Pat McDonagh and that all the rents will be hiked�  Clearly, they 
are using this to evade the Tyrrelstown amendment in order to have a mass eviction of families 
in the interests of making a profit.  What is the Government going to do about this?

06/04/2022Y00200The Taoiseach: There are various protections for tenants in the first instance.  I am not 
involved in every case but I would appeal to the landlords in question to do everything they 
can to protect those tenants and not evict them in light of the circumstances we are in and the 
significant difficulties in securing alternative accommodation.  I do not have the full details of 
the case or the circumstances involved�  Again, in respect of tenants, a lot of protections and 
legislation have been implemented by this House to do everything we can to protect tenants in 
circumstances such as these�

06/04/2022Y00300Deputy Matt Shanahan: I pay tribute to my Regional Group colleague, Deputy Berry, who 
was the first to propose that President Zelenskyy would address this Parliament and allow us to 
express our solidarity with the people of Ukraine�

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, IPCC, report yet again shows the need for 
all of us to expedite climate action�  As the Taoiseach will be aware, we will vote on a proposal 
relating to the carbon reduction Act tonight without any sight of the sectoral emissions reforms 
or targets the Government promised when the legislation was first tabled.  What guarantees 
will the Taoiseach give to the private business sector and the indigenous agricultural sector in 
respect of future sectoral targets such that they will not be penalised for the failure of public 
bodies and the public sector to achieve their targets, or for our inability to honour our renewable 
energy commitments?

06/04/2022Y00400The Taoiseach: I also commend Deputy Berry on his initiative, which acted as a catalyst 
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for the Ceann Comhairle’s invitation to President Zelenskyy to address the Dáil and Seanad�

In respect of carbon budgets, the sectoral reform targets will come later�  Extensive work is 
ongoing with all sectors in that regard�  This all arises from the Climate Action and Low Car-
bon Development (Amendment) Act 2021, which was enacted in July of last year�  It created 
the legal framework and the timelines in respect of all the actions that have to follow�  The Act 
provides that the first two carbon budgets proposed by the Climate Change Advisory Council 
should equate to a total reduction of 51% over the period to 2030, relative to a baseline of 2018�  
That will present significant challenges for all sectors.

06/04/2022Y00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: I put it to the Taoiseach that his Government is a one-trick pony 
as regards carbon tax�  I have been contacted by dozens of individual householders who have 
installed solar panels and entered into contracts to supply electricity back to the grid�  I have 
also been contacted by dozens of farmers who have installed solar panels and, indeed, many 
who have installed miniature wind turbines, yet they cannot get ESB to let them onto the grid�  
The Government is treating carbon tax as the be-all and end-all, and these people are stacked 
up waiting with substantial investments and want to do something for the environment�  They 
are not climate change deniers; they are good people�  They cannot get onto the grid and the 
ESB is doing nothing to help them or allow them in�  The Government is codding the people 
all the time�

The Taoiseach has mentioned intelligence three or four times in the House in recent days�  
He does not have a monopoly on intelligence around here�  Will he wake up, take away the 
smokescreen from his eyes and see what is happening with the conglomerates?  They are cod-
ding the people and will not allow those who want to do something to do it because they have 
a monopoly�

06/04/2022Y00600The Taoiseach: The issue of microgeneration was dealt with in the budget and the feed-in 
tariff is due to come into effect in July to help and to deal with that issue once and for all.

06/04/2022Y00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: When?

06/04/2022Y00800The Taoiseach: In July�

06/04/2022Y00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: When are they getting onto the grid?

06/04/2022Y01000The Taoiseach: It is intended to support, in particular, farmers and a variety of initiatives 
relating to microgeneration�

06/04/2022Y01100Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is not happening�

06/04/2022Y01200Deputy Marian Harkin: Many individuals and families are struggling to cope with the 
cost of living increases, but some are especially heavily burdened�  Included in that group are 
families who support and care for persons with disabilities�  Yesterday, Family Carers Ireland 
launched a report compiled by the Vincentian Partnership that detailed the additional costs to a 
family caring for an adolescent with a profound intellectual disability�  That additional cost is 
already more than €160 per week and the rising cost of living adds to it�

Will the Government consider taking some short-term measures such as an extension of the 
fuel allowance for a number of weeks or, crucially, making the carer’s allowance a qualifying 
payment for the fuel allowance?  In the next budget, will tax measures be put in place to support 
families who care and, in particular, will deaf people and their families be considered for new 
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tax credits and measures?

06/04/2022Y01300The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising what is a very fair issue�  As she will be 
aware, we have increased the fuel allowance over the past 18 months or more, from approxi-
mately €600 to more than €1,000, and we have added the €200 electricity bill cut, which will 
also apply�  The cost of disability report has been referred to the national disability inclusion 
strategy steering group, which the Minister of State with responsibility for disability, Deputy 
Rabbitte, is chairing�  That process will relate the report to policy on people with disabilities in 
particular and any additional costs they face over and above normal costs�  In this environment, 
those costs are severe�  As I said earlier, we are looking for a broad-based response to all these 
issues in order to help people�

06/04/2022Y01400Deputy Cathal Crowe: There are five secondary schools in Ennis, County Clare, and they 
are very pressurised�  Over the years, many children applying to them were refused and had to 
try another school and then another�  These days, a common application system is operational 
and works well�  The problem is there are children in second, third and fourth year in other 
schools who could not get into a school in Ennis and it was not their first choice to go elsewhere.  
They tried to attend their local secondary school but the constraints of the system pushed them 
farther afield.  Every day, in the small village of Doora, SUV after SUV and people carrier af-
ter people carrier, because they can take more people, head eastwards in our county to attend 
secondary school in Tulla�  School transport policy, which has operated largely since the 1950s, 
needs an overhaul for children who have been unable to attend their local school not by choice 
but by design of the system over the years�  Will the Taoiseach look at that and will the Minister 
for Education, Deputy Foley, look at revising the school transport system?

06/04/2022Y01500The Taoiseach: The Deputy made a very fair point - and has made it consistently - in re-
spect of the school transport scheme�  As the Minister for Education has indicated, she is under-
taking a review of school transport�  In my view, going back to the issue of climate change, if 
we want to get people out of cars, it makes sense that we would broaden the remit of the school 
transport scheme to facilitate people in bringing children to school�  When we brought in free 
second level education in the 1960s, school transport was the key enabler,�  We can see the ben-
efits that brought to the nation.

06/04/2022Y01600Deputy Neasa Hourigan: Given the various high-profile issues we have seen with certain 
construction projects, from mica in Donegal to the dangerously constructed schools that the 
Department of Education is dealing with, it is clear we need better control over construction 
projects�  The Regulation of Providers of Building Works and Building Control (Amendment) 
Bill 2022 and Deputy Duffy’s Defective Dwellings Bill 2021 are a good start, but what steps 
have been taken to meet the programme for Government commitment on the creation of an 
independent building standards regulator to oversee building control nationwide, to act as the 
custodian of building control management systems and to provide for the re-establishment of 
the building regulatory advisory body?  At its inception, our current legislation contained a 
provision for an oversight body comprising architects, planners and engineers that would look 
at whether the changes being made to building regulations were correct�  I would like to see the 
re-establishment of that�

06/04/2022Y01700The Taoiseach: I will revert to the Deputy after talking to the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage about this�  The progress of legislation is important and is a welcome 
first step, but we certainly need strong regulation to ensure the quality of building materials and 
of building are what they are meant to be, that people get value for money in respect of what 
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has been constructed and that we do not experience a recurrence of what has happened in the 
context of mica, pyrite or other issues relating to substandard construction�

06/04/2022Y01800Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: President Zelenskyy spoke about Russian war crimes and 
many other issues, including hunger being used as a weapon�  We all accept we need to hurt 
the Russian war machine and its finances.  There has been much conversation about the IFSC 
and section 110 companies�  The Ukrainian ambassador, H�E� Ms Larysa Gerasko, spoke to the 
Joint Committee on European Union Affairs about a list of Irish companies that were still trad-
ing with Russia�

1 o’clock

I get that some of that has changed but I do not think they have received an answer on that�  
She gave the information to the Department of Foreign Affairs so could we get an update on 
that?  Sanctions will move-----

06/04/2022Z00200The Taoiseach: Information in relation to which?

06/04/2022Z00300Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: It was a list of Irish companies that are still trading with Russia�  
It was given to the Department of Foreign Affairs and they have not been given an answer back.

Sanctions are moving to coal, oil and gas�  Where is the EU on block-buys?  We need the 
mitigations�

06/04/2022Z00400The Taoiseach: Block-buys?

06/04/2022Z00500Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: Block-buys for fuel and energy�  We need alternative sources 
but the EU is talking about block-buys�  We need leverage as regards VAT�  Then there are the 
humanitarian efforts we need to make.  We have a housing crisis.  Both the EU and ourselves 
need to be imaginative in relation to producing a result�  That is about four questions�

06/04/2022Z00600The Taoiseach: The Deputy did well there�  My view is that we consistently apply the sanc-
tions�  Trade has not been banned in its entirety by the sanctions�  One has to acknowledge the 
rights of companies in that framework�  That said, many Irish companies have pulled out of 
Russia, adding to the pressures the sanctions are creating�

The EU is seeking to reduce its dependency on Russian gas and oil�  The common procure-
ment idea was flagged at the most recent EU Council meeting and would be somewhat similar 
to the procurement of vaccines�  It would be optional for member states to be involved�  The 
idea is that the Union as one group would command better pricing and have greater leverage in 
the pricing of fuel into the future�

06/04/2022Z00700Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: If we could just chase the answer on the list�

06/04/2022Z00800An Ceann Comhairle: No Deputy, do not take up more time�

06/04/2022Z00900Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: All right.  That is fine.

06/04/2022Z01000Deputy Willie O’Dea: Following on from this morning’s debate, Ukrainian families have 
been housed in a number of hotels in the Limerick area and a number of schools have been in 
touch with me that are prepared to accommodate the children of those families as pupils�  Some 
of the schools with vacancies are a long distance from the hotels�  How will they access the 
schools?  Will a separate system of transport be provided?  As demonstrated by my colleague, 
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Deputy Cathal Crowe, the present school transport system will not do the job�

Second, a number of the people who operate and manage the hotels have told me that when 
the Ukrainians arrive, there is nobody there on behalf of the State to advise them on accessing 
the social welfare system, the healthcare system, etc.  Will that be rectified or will we depend 
on the people who own the hotels to advise them on accessing those rights?

06/04/2022Z01100The Taoiseach: No, there are a number of hubs, including one in Limerick-----

06/04/2022Z01200Deputy Willie O’Dea: Yes�

06/04/2022Z01300The Taoiseach: -----that represent the State and provide all that information, including on 
PPS numbers and so on to enable them to get social welfare income�

06/04/2022Z01400Deputy Willie O’Dea: That is not my information�

06/04/2022Z01500The Taoiseach: They are there�  I will follow up on what the Deputy said�  Reception facili-
ties are there as well�  Thousands of PPS numbers have been issued�  It has been rapid�  A total 
of 19,200-odd - I think I gave the figure earlier - have arrived into the country.  I accept many 
people are working quickly on the hoof in a fast-moving crisis�  The public servants are work-
ing�  I will take the Deputy’s-----

06/04/2022Z01600Deputy Willie O’Dea: School transportation�

06/04/2022Z01700The Taoiseach: We will have to work on transportation for schools�  It cannot be the school 
transport system as normal but I take the Deputy’s point on the need for transport, of course�

06/04/2022Z01800Deputy Emer Higgins: Almost one in five people in this country own cryptocurrency and 
interest in crypto assets, especially among young people, is on the rise but, unfortunately, so too 
is investment fraud�  Almost €12�5 million was lost to investment fraud last year�  Last month, 
the Central Bank issued a warning on the potential risks of investing in crypto assets because 
it is an unregulated industry�  We urgently need to do more to bring awareness of the risks as-
sociated with investing in an unregulated industry such as this and to highlight the scams that 
are out there�  Has the Government plans to regulate the cryptocurrency industry?  Will the 
Taoiseach consider an awareness campaign around the risks associated with cryptocurrency?

06/04/2022Z01900The Taoiseach: The Central Bank is responsible for the regulation of banks�  Many reviews 
are under way by the ECB and central banks generally on the phenomenon of cryptocurrencies�  
It is an unregulated area and people need to be cautious and careful in the utilisation of such 
channels�

06/04/2022Z02000An Ceann Comhairle: Can we cut the questions to 30 seconds?  There are many Deputies 
and we will not get through them all if we do not�

06/04/2022Z02100Deputy Patricia Ryan: Will the Government commit to reintroducing the energy guarantee 
for older persons, which would provide a minimum quantity of energy for all older persons as 
part of a comprehensive new national energy poverty strategy?  Will it further commit to in-
dexing this to the changing cost of energy in order that older people will always be assured of 
a minimum quantity of energy to keep their homes warm?  The Government’s main policy is 
the fuel allowance payment but two thirds of older persons do not receive it, as the Taoiseach 
will be aware�  From 1968 to 2012, people aged 70 or older were granted up to 2,400 units of 
electricity per year�  Could that be reintroduced, please?
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06/04/2022Z02200The Taoiseach: The Government has taken significant measures on energy security and 
costs, particularly for those on low incomes, pensioners and those on the fuel allowance�  It will 
continue to do that�  If the Deputy wants to send further proposals to us, we would be glad to 
receive them�

06/04/2022Z02300Deputy Bríd Smith: I am sorry the Minister, Deputy O’Gorman, has left, because this is 
really his business�  Yesterday he repeated that the core funding model for early childcare and 
education would benefit 99% of childcare providers but I have met and talked to smaller provid-
ers who represent a cohort of 1,500 small childcare providers and they are not seeing any ben-
efits from the new scheme.  Many are deciding to leave the sector because they cannot survive.  
Overwhelmingly, the funding is going to the bigger providers and branches of corporates�  Will 
the Minister meet this cohort?  Why are providers being forced to complete mandatory service 
profiles to access the funds before 22 April when they do not have answers to their questions?

06/04/2022Z02400The Taoiseach: There has been a significant increase in investment in early learning and 
childcare and in core funding�  I will talk to the Minister on the points the Deputy has raised, 
particularly in regard to the group of childcare providers she met.  There has been significant 
ongoing investment, particularly in the most recent budget�

06/04/2022Z02500Deputy Denis Naughten: The income limits for social housing have not been reviewed 
since 2011, while property prices have doubled in the same period�  The price of a three-bed, 
semi-detached house is increasing at €100 per day�  This is forcing people to turn down work 
or face the prospect of homelessness�  Last September, the Taoiseach told me in the House that 
the idea that people not being able to progress in work or get an increase in salary because they 
would be marginally over the social housing thresholds needed to be relaxed�  My constituents 
who are in receipt of pandemic unemployment payment are being told they are ineligible for 
housing because of that payment�

06/04/2022Z02600The Taoiseach: That is a new definition of 30 seconds.  I say that in jest.

06/04/2022Z02700An Ceann Comhairle: If the answers and questions did not take so long, you would be 
surprised at how quickly we would get through them�

06/04/2022Z02800The Taoiseach: I endeavour to be comprehensive in my replies�

06/04/2022Z02900Deputy Marc MacSharry: Some people do not get 40 opportunities�

06/04/2022Z03000The Taoiseach: In reply to Deputy Naughten, that issue is under review�  There have been a 
minor increase in the threshold in some counties but the more general review is still under way�

06/04/2022Z03100Deputy Carol Nolan: Our postmasters urgently need clarity on the timing and intention of 
Government regarding the publication of a plan for additional services at post offices, including 
the greater use of post offices for offline Government services, which was worked on last year.  
However, the date remains unpublished�  We need a date�  When will the plan be published?  
Our postmasters also need clarity on Government plans to ensure support for them in light of 
the commercial challenges facing An Post and assurance that no costs will be unfairly passed 
on to them�

06/04/2022Z03200The Taoiseach: We want to continue our support for the post office network.  We have pro-
vided supports�  The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Michael McGrath, 
has provided those resources�  The Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, is very aware of the 



6 APRIL 2022

687

pressing issues�  I will engage with the Minister and we will revert when that is concluded�

06/04/2022AA00200Deputy Ciarán Cannon: The programme for Government rightly commits to the develop-
ment of our rural towns and villages.  The Office of the Planning Regulator is engaging with a 
number of local authorities as they prepare their county development plans for the future�  There 
is an ongoing conflict, though, whereby those local authorities are being asked to encourage 
people to move into our towns and villages even though hundreds of those villages are without 
any kind of wastewater treatment system�  The village of Craughwell i, County Galway has a 
population approaching 1,000, yet it has no municipal wastewater treatment system�  When 
Irish Water is asked about its remit in this regard, it replies that there is no approved funding 
model for such situations and it has no remit to fund such schemes�

06/04/2022AA00300The Taoiseach: I obviously cannot deal with every single scheme but I appreciate the point 
that the Deputy has raised�  I will speak to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage in relation to this and ask him to engage with Irish Water in terms of coming forward 
with some solution, perhaps in conjunction with the local authority�

06/04/2022AA00400Deputy Marc MacSharry: Will the Taoiseach make himself available to answer questions 
in the House for a lengthy period rather than 30 seconds on the obscurity around public ap-
pointments?  There is a crisis in confidence about public accountability in the senior echelons 
of our Civil Service�  Following today’s interview by the Minister for Health, Deputy Stephen 
Donnelly, accounting for the secondment to Trinity College Dublin, TCD, at €187,000 per year, 
which is a multimillion euro cost to the taxpayer, there is a crisis and people like me who have 
been around the Houses for 20 years can be forgiven-----

06/04/2022AA00500An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  Time is up�

06/04/2022AA00600Deputy Marc MacSharry: -----for thinking that the Cabinet has become little more than 
rubber stamps for the will of senior civil servants-----

06/04/2022AA00700An Ceann Comhairle: Please, Deputy�

06/04/2022AA00800Deputy Marc MacSharry: -----who are feathering their own nests and, while Cabinet 
members run around the world doing other business, are totally unaccountable to the Houses�

06/04/2022AA00900An Ceann Comhairle: Please, Deputy�  The time is up�

06/04/2022AA01000Deputy Marc MacSharry: Can I ask the Taoiseach about when he will make himself 
available-----

06/04/2022AA01100An Ceann Comhairle: No, you cannot�

06/04/2022AA01200Deputy Marc MacSharry: -----to answer questions on this matter?

06/04/2022AA01300An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, will you please resume your seat?

06/04/2022AA01400Deputy Marc MacSharry: It needs to be done�  Today, the Minister, Deputy Stephen Don-
nelly, was evasive-----

06/04/2022AA01500An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy-----

06/04/2022AA01600Deputy Marc MacSharry: -----patronising and, frankly, embarrassing�  He treated the 
Members of this House like we were idiots�  The Taoiseach needs to do something about it�
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06/04/2022AA01700An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach is not answering in “30 seconds”�  I have asked him 
to facilitate the House�  You-----

06/04/2022AA01800Deputy Marc MacSharry: The Taoiseach has 40 opportunities�

06/04/2022AA01900An Ceann Comhairle: -----did not facilitate the House-----

06/04/2022AA02000Deputy Marc MacSharry: I get one of 30 seconds per week while-----

06/04/2022AA02100An Ceann Comhairle: -----when you were asked�

06/04/2022AA02200Deputy Marc MacSharry: -----all these other de facto parties-----

06/04/2022AA02300An Ceann Comhairle: Resume your seat�

06/04/2022AA02400Deputy Marc MacSharry: -----are up and down like jack-in-the-boxes�

06/04/2022AA02500An Ceann Comhairle: Resume your seat�

06/04/2022AA02600Deputy Marc MacSharry: That was the most pertinent question in terms of taxpayers’ 
money and public accountability put today�

06/04/2022AA02700An Ceann Comhairle: It is not your job to evaluate other people’s questions�

06/04/2022AA02800Deputy Marc MacSharry: We will see if the Taoiseach wants to answer it or not�

06/04/2022AA02900An Ceann Comhairle: Resume your seat, please�

06/04/2022AA03000Deputy Frankie Feighan: He has left�

06/04/2022AA03100An Ceann Comhairle: Well, you might wait for the answer now�

06/04/2022AA03200Deputy Marc MacSharry: I know what it will be�

06/04/2022AA03300Deputy Emer Higgins: Then why bother asking it?

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AA03500An Ceann Comhairle: Okay�  I call Deputy Stanton�

06/04/2022AA03600Deputy David Stanton: The Taoiseach will be familiar with my part of the country in east 
Cork and he knows that there is a concern about the N25 development not proceeding, which 
poses a threat to housing and new schools�  The road is dangerous and the old Amgen site is 
still sitting there because the road network is not up to standard�  The Government might move 
on this matter�  On top of that, at least 60 primary school kids cannot get into secondary school 
in my area�  The Taoiseach might relay this to the Minister�  I am getting calls every day from 
parents who are worried, and their children are worried as well�

06/04/2022AA03700The Taoiseach: I am very conscious of the schooling issue in east Cork and the huge pres-
sures because it is a demographically expanding region�  Historic funding is going into the Car-
rigtwohill campus but Midleton has challenges as well�  I will certainly engage again with the 
Minister in that regard�
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06/04/2022AA03800Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: It is not unusual for senior policymakers to move into aca-
demia and research, but it is for a civil servant to maintain his salary and pension entitlements 
from the Department of Health when he leaves the Civil Service and becomes an academic�  
While Trinity is a public institution, it has the highest level of private revenue of any college�  It 
is not true to say that his €187,000 salary would be the same cost on the public purse whether 
he was at Trinity or in the Department of Health�  During the week, I spoke to a lecturer who 
has been in her institution for 18 years teaching and researching�  There are thousands more like 
her�  The only thing that she has done wrong is not to have friends in powerful positions�  Does 
the Taoiseach stand over the stark inequality and lack of transparency around Dr� Holohan’s 
secondment?

06/04/2022AA03900The Taoiseach: Which person are we talking about?

06/04/2022AA04000Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: Dr� Tony Holohan�

06/04/2022AA04100The Taoiseach: No�  The Deputy mentioned some other person�

06/04/2022AA04200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: No, I did not mention any other person�  I am sorry; I spoke 
to a lecturer, but I did not mention her name�  There are thousands of people on precarious 
working conditions in our third level institutions�  The inequality is stark indeed�

06/04/2022AA04300The Taoiseach: As I said yesterday, I was not familiar with the arrangements that were 
arrived at between the Department of Health, the CMO and TCD�  I believe the position was 
created by Trinity College Dublin in terms of pandemic preparedness and public health and, 
arising from that, there was a secondment arrangement�  Again, though, I was not aware of 
the details of that.  I think the Chief Medical Officer has, without question, enormous experi-
ence, which would be of benefit to the public health arena, research and so on in terms of the 
pandemic and preparedness for future pandemics�  Of that, there is no doubt�  There are joint 
arrangements between universities and research bodies�  My understanding is that the Health 
Research Board is involved here�  I am not fully au fait with all of the details on it, but many of 
those are jointly funded�

06/04/2022AA04400An Ceann Comhairle: That concludes Questions on Promised Legislation�  My thanks to 
those Members who co-operated in trying to get through the business�

06/04/2022AA04500Post-European Council Meeting: Statements

06/04/2022AA04600The Taoiseach: I attended a meeting of the European Council on Thursday, 24 March and 
Friday, 25 March in Brussels�  This was the third meeting of EU leaders within a month and 
since Russia’s brutal and illegal invasion of Ukraine began on 24 February�  Prior to my atten-
dance at the most recent meeting, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Mi-
chael McGrath, updated the House on my participation at the other meetings - a special meeting 
of the European Council on 24 February and an informal meeting of the European Council in 
Versailles on 10 and 11 March�

The European Council of the 24 and 25 March had a full agenda addressing the most press-
ing issues facing the Union and our neighbourhood�  While our meeting took place in advance 
of the evidence emerging in recent days of large-scale horrific crimes against civilians, EU lead-
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ers have condemned the war since the start as immoral and unjustifiable, and we did so again 
on 24 March�

We discussed the impact of Russia’s aggression from a range of perspectives: humanitar-
ian, migration, energy, nuclear security and safety, and reconstruction�  We agreed to establish 
a Ukraine solidarity trust fund�  We discussed security and defence and endorsed the strategic 
compass�  This is a strategy document that will provide enhanced political direction for the 
Union’s approach to security and defence policy for the next five to ten years.  We discussed 
energy, including energy prices, storage, energy security and phasing out dependence on Rus-
sian coal, gas and oil�  We will continue to work together on a range of other areas from cyber-
security to energy�

President Zelenskyy also joined us via video link�  As he did in this House this morning, he 
called for strengthened EU sanctions, accountability for the perpetrators of unspeakable crimes 
in Ukraine and an accelerated process to allow Ukraine to join the EU�  He has my full sup-
port�  In the discussion that followed, leaders condemned Russia’s actions in Ukraine, which 
are a gross violation of international law causing appalling loss of life and injury to civilians 
and destroying the vital infrastructure of a peaceful country�  President Putin’s regime and its 
supporters should be in no doubt that justice will rise up and those responsible will be held ac-
countable for their crimes.  Leaders also reaffirmed the Versailles declaration, acknowledging 
the European aspirations and European choice of Ukraine�  Just as Ireland has over time made 
its own informed choices about who we are, our priorities and with whom we align ourselves, 
so too should Ukraine be able to make its choices�

The EU will continue to provide co-ordinated political, financial, material and humanitarian 
support�  We call on the European Commission to continue to provide technical assistance to 
Ukraine to undertake the steps necessary to facilitate its path to EU candidate status�  Looking 
to the future, we agreed to develop a Ukraine solidarity trust fund to support the costs of the 
government of Ukraine, which is continuing to work on behalf of its people despite the im-
mense challenges it faces, and to help support the reconstruction of the country when the time 
comes�  Leaders called on all countries to align with existing sanctions, which are having a 
massive impact on Russia and Belarus�  Ireland stands ready to adopt further robust sanctions 
with our EU partners and ensure that any attempts to circumvent sanctions or to aid Russia by 
other means are stamped out�

We also discussed the impact of the conflict on displaced people, refugees and hosting 
states, especially those on Ukraine’s borders.  We recognise the need for collective efforts to 
support and provide for refugees�  Irish people moved quickly to provide protection to Ukrai-
nians driven from their homes�  It will not be without cost and challenge but it is the right thing 
to do�  Recognising the pressures across the EU, we call for work to be completed on European 
Commission proposals to support member states in this regard�

I will speak further on the question of energy shortly, but in the context of Ukraine we un-
derlined our commitment to ensuring continuous and uninterrupted electricity and gas flows to 
the country�  The recent synchronisation of Ukrainian and Moldovan electricity grids with the 
EU’s grids is a remarkable achievement and shows that our futures are now interconnected�  It 
is also enormously important that the safety of Ukrainian nuclear facilities is ensured, including 
through the support of the International Atomic Energy Agency�  This will also remain a focus�

I am acutely aware of the negative impact high prices are having on households and busi-
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nesses, especially our vulnerable citizens and SMEs�  We looked at various options to cushion 
the impact�  A number of measures aimed at curbing rising energy prices were discussed, draw-
ing on options presented by the Commission�  To provide relief to consumers, member states 
were encouraged to continue to make the best use of the toolbox of measures identified by the 
Commission, including the application of the state aid temporary crisis framework as a time-
limited departure from the status quo, temporary taxation of windfall profits and various direct 
supports to consumers�  We also re-elected the President of the European Council, Charles Mi-
chel, for a second term ending in November 2024�  I congratulated him on his re-election and 
look forward to continued positive collaboration with him, including at future meetings of the 
European Council� 

We find ourselves at a historic inflection point.  European Union leaders are working to-
gether in an unprecedented way to leverage our collective economic, strategic and political 
power and influence to stop Russia’s war in Ukraine.  We want to see a just end to this war and 
will continue to apply targeted and increased pressure to bring that about, in partnership with 
like-minded global partners�  Ukraine deserves no less�

The Minister of State, Deputy O’Donovan will address economic issues and external rela-
tions in his wrap-up remarks�  

Leaders agreed to hold a special meeting of the European Council to follow up on the issues 
discussed�  This will take place in advance of the scheduled meeting the European Council in 
June�  I will continue to report to the House on these discussions�

06/04/2022CC00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The recent meeting of the European Council provided lead-
ers with a prime opportunity to address the cost of living crisis and in particular the skyrocket-
ing energy bills that have hammered workers and families for more than a year now�  For more 
than five months, Sinn Féin has been calling on the Government to engage with the European 
Commission to cut VAT on these extortionate bills�  Unfortunately this is something that the 
Taoiseach and the Ministers for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform have pushed back 
against�  All the while, the price of energy has soared and households found it increasingly dif-
ficult to light and heat their homes or to put fuel in the car to get to work.

Given the intense pressure people are under, and given that a VAT break is a common-sense 
solution, it is astonishing that the Minister for Finance, Deputy Donohoe, wrote to the European 
Commission only three weeks ago, on 10 March, months after the idea was first raised with the 
Government in the Dáil�  The constant refrain from the Taoiseach and from the Minister was 
that barriers presented by Europe prevented the Government from implementing a VAT cut�  
Time and again, Government representatives said they were awaiting movement from the EU 
and the Commission for further cost-of-living measures�  This Council meeting surely provided 
the Taoiseach and the Government with the platform to make it clear to our European partners 
that workers and families in Ireland desperately need a VAT cut on energy bills�  Therefore, I am 
very disappointed that the Taoiseach did not elaborate on this specific point in his contribution.  
He stated, “A number of measures aimed at curbing rising energy prices were discussed, draw-
ing on options presented by the European Commission�”  I, for one, would have appreciated 
clarity on the VAT issue because movement on that will make a big difference for many families 
who do not have a spare euro to give and who saw the Government’s €200 credit wiped out be-
fore it was delivered�  I assume, given the intensity of the crisis faced by workers and families, 
that the Taoiseach has taken the opportunity to request a special derogation on fuels and energy; 
on electricity, gas and home heating oil�  Indeed, the statement outlining the conclusions from 
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the European Council meeting makes clear that there is flexibility from the Commission for 
member states to seek a reduction on VAT on energy bills for consumers�  The Government now 
explicitly has the space it said it required from Europe to implement a VAT cut�  The urgency 
required must be demonstrated to do what needs to be done to give hard-pressed households the 
break they so desperately need� 

I ask that the Minister of State, Deputy O’Donovan, tell us whether the Government has, in 
fact, formally requested a special derogation on the VAT directives�  We are in a real crisis and 
people need to get real help and support from the Government�  There can be no doubt about it�  
Across the State, people are faced with the choice of heating or eating�  I have said this many 
times in this Chamber but I want to give one example, as it is of value to place it on the record�  
My colleague, Deputy Kerrane, conducted a cost-of-living study recently�  The stories we were 
told are utterly heartbreaking�  I will give one�  One person responded that they and their part-
ner are both students in their final year of college.  So these are young people.  They said that 
there are days we have had to miss college and their daughter has missed preschool because 
they could not afford petrol to drive there.  Other days they have had to lie that we forgot our 
daughter’s lunch because they had no lunch box options left in the fridge�  That is the reality 
of it�  I am sure that everyone recognises those types of stories�  There can be no more excuses 
and there cannot be further delay�  The Government cannot hide behind an alibi of complexity 
although, of course, these matters are complex�  I have told the Taoiseach many times that the 
Government cannot do everything, and there is no expectation that it can do everything to get 
living costs down, but it can certainly do much more and it must do so�  That includes cutting 
VAT on energy bills as an emergency measure�  This must be done as soon as possible�  It will 
make a real and substantial difference for those struggling to make ends meet and who simply 
need breathing space�  

06/04/2022CC00300Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I will continue with some of the questions I brought up previ-
ously�  Maybe there will be an opportunity, when the Minister of State, Deputy O’Donovan, 
takes questions later, that we might get some answers�  President Zelenskyy stated clearly what 
Ukraine is facing, including Russian war crimes�  We have all seen the images out of Bucha�  
We welcomed Anastasiia, the little girl who was in the Chamber, and heard how her father is 
at this time fighting for his homeland.  That is what the Ukrainians are dealing with.  We have 
to do whatever we can that has an impact on the ability of Russia and the Putin regime to fight 
this war�  We need answers on due diligence being done on section 110 and the money that has 
sloshed through the International Financial Services Centre, IFSC, but also in respect of the list 
the ambassador, Ms Larysa Gerasko, had given to the Department of Foreign Affairs of com-
panies that were still trading with Russia�  I understand there has been movement in this regard 
but we need to ensure that as much as possible is done to remove Russia’s ability to fight this 
war�  It would be good manners to get an answer back to the ambassador and her team�  We all 
understand the difficulty that arises with the embeddedness and connectivity of business but we 
need to do due diligence and get to where we need to be on that�

The Taoiseach spoke a lot about energy security�  We all understand the situation that we are 
dealing with�  When we talk about sanctions and Russia, that means fuel�  We need to see move-
ment at a European Union level on block-buys�  It is vital that the Minister of State would give 
the House updates on all the interactions there have been on seeking the derogation on the VAT 
rate that would allow us a tool to reduce the pain people are suffering here at present.  During 
the pandemic we made many decisions on the basis of keeping the ship afloat, keeping families 
safe, keeping businesses afloat and ensuring that we had an economy afterwards.  We need to 
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ensure that again in these circumstances and at this time�  The block-buys are huge�  We know 
that in the long term we need to escalate everything we are doing to move towards renewable 
energy�  We know we can be a wind energy hub or superpower�  That is where it needs to go but 
in the short term, we need to ensure that people have fuel and energy and that they have elec-
tricity that is affordable and that we do not push them into further poverty.  That is a given.  We 
need whatever plans can be put in place from the European Union and here as soon as possible�  
May will just not come quickly enough for that� 

Can we get details on any conversations that have taken place on China and its current rela-
tionship with Russia?    We would like to see the Chinese not supporting what is a disgraceful 
war in Ukraine�  I am sure they realise it does not suit them in the long term�

I welcome the fact there have been conversations around Bosnia�  I, among others, have met 
the Bosnian ambassador and he spoke of some of the hybrid threats we have been dealing with 
from Russia, its power plays, how this has impacted and the obvious difficulty with Republika 
Srpska�  I would like an update on that�

We support providing a roadmap to the likes of Ukraine for accession to the EU�  Moldova is 
doing a huge amount of heavy lifting with the current humanitarian difficulties.  Deputy Brady 
is there with a delegation from the EU affairs committee to look at what is happening from a 
human point of view and what can be done to make that roadmap clear�

We are talking security and defence so it is straight to say any moves, or even making moves 
that look like we are moving the EU towards a military alliance, could create difficulties if, as 
we hope, Vladimir Putin gets to a place where he needs a way out�  We do not need that to be 
part of the negotiating gambit�

We still have a huge body of work to do on the humanitarian aspect, especially where hous-
ing is concerned.  There is going to be need for imagination.  There is going to be free flow of 
credit�  We will have to make up for the mistakes we have not dealt with in relation to address-
ing the situation�

06/04/2022DD00200An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Deputy�

06/04/2022DD00300Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I will finish on the point that Irish unity is coming.  We might 
even have Scottish independence before that and it is vital the EU build those into its plans�

06/04/2022DD00400An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Deputy�

06/04/2022DD00500Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Deputy got a lot in there�

06/04/2022DD00600Deputy Sean Sherlock: I thank the Ceann Comhairle------

06/04/2022DD00700An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Sherlock is next.  He is champing at the bit, so the floor is 
his�

06/04/2022DD00800Deputy Sean Sherlock: Indeed�  The European Council met on 24 and 25 March�  Unfor-
tunately, it did not deliver the additional sanctions against Russia, supports for the Ukrainian 
people or the much-needed derogation on VAT we require to allow us reduce the costs of energy 
for struggling households�

The Labour Party is in strong support of Ukraine joining the EU and we as a union need to 
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speak as one voice to expedite that�  We have consistently called for the expulsion of the Rus-
sian ambassador�  The crimes against humanity uncovered in Bucha are just some of the atroci-
ties the Russian Army has carried out across the territory of Ukraine�  Mariupol, Sumy, Cherni-
hiv and hundreds of other cities, towns and villages have borne witness to Russian barbarity�  
Let us not forget Russian forces never expected to have their crimes in Bucha uncovered�  They 
expected that territory to stay conquered�  We must respond to the horrors perpetrated by Rus-
sian soldiers.  Ireland has expelled four Russian diplomats but that still leaves 27 officials here, 
at least ten of whom are accredited diplomats under the Vienna Convention�  They must go and 
it is no longer acceptable�  There is no legitimate reason for that number of Russian diplomats 
to be based here�

The Ukrainian people have fought valiantly and defeated the Russian army in the Kyiv re-
gion but they face new challenges in the south and east.  There will now be a fifth package of 
EU sanctions with bans on Russian coal, on ships accessing EU ports, blocks on road transport 
operators, bans on the export of advanced semiconductors and machinery and a ban on Russian 
companies tendering for contracts across the EU�  However, it simply does not go far enough�  
The Taoiseach said earlier Ireland wants the strongest possible sanctions against Russia�  We 
must continue to increase the economic pressure on the Russian Federation�  The Labour Party 
is calling for an embargo on Russian oil and gas�  EU countries have paid €35 billion to Russia 
in energy payments since the start of the year.  That is funding Putin’s war effort and it must 
cease.  President Zelenskyy wants us to do this.  The remaining Russian banks and financial 
institutions must be cut off from SWIFT and financial sanctions must be rigourously enforced.  
That means resourcing teams to track down those trying to circumvent and avoid them�  Sec-
ondary sanctions must also be implemented to ensure current measures cannot be circumvented 
and other measures considered to target commercial activity that takes place outside the EU and 
US�  The Labour Party calls once more on the Government to expedite our Magnitsky Bill to 
crack down on human rights abusers�  We must also bring transparency to the IFSC and name 
those who are the beneficial owners of section 110 special purpose vehicles that are subject to 
sanctions�

Ireland can and must keep the door open to Ukrainian refugees and do all we can to support 
those who reach our shores�  However, we must massively increase our humanitarian support to 
those remaining in Ukraine with food, medical supplies and cash�  We have contributed to the 
EU €500 million defence package with non-lethal aid and provided €20 million of humanitar-
ian aid but multiples of that will be required�  We must be ready to rebuild Ukraine when peace 
eventually comes.  Now is the time to start looking at how we finance that and requisition those 
Russian assets that have been frozen around the world and deploy them to build a new Ukraine 
following the wanton destruction caused by Putin’s army�  Methods to reduce and cancel Ukrai-
nian debt must also be part of that future�

In conclusion, since last November the Labour Party has advocated a reduction in the VAT 
rate on electricity and gas supplies, which is currently 13�5%�  In January we tabled a motion 
in the House explicitly calling on the Government to seek a derogation from the EU that would 
allow us to reduce this VAT rate and restore it back to that pre-crisis level�  We again call on the 
Government to secure that derogation to help tackle the cost of living crisis�

06/04/2022DD00900Deputy Seán Haughey: The special European Council meeting held on 24 February and 
the informal meeting held in Versailles on 10 and 11 March, as well as the scheduled Council 
meeting that took place on 24 and 25 March were all dominated by the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, and rightly so.  The situation in Ukraine is becoming more horrific by the day.  What 
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has been revealed in the town of Bucha and around Kyiv following the retreat of the Russian 
forces is appalling�  Innocent victims have been targeted�  Sexual violence, torture and summary 
executions have been carried out by Russian troops�  No doubt this was done with President 
Putin’s knowledge�  President Zelenskyy has described these events as genocide�

Our solidarity with Ukraine and the solidarity of EU member states must remain firm.  Ire-
land has not been found wanting in our response to this war�  We have consistently supported 
comprehensive sanctions on Russia, including the fifth round announced yesterday, which in-
volves a ban on Russian coal imports and on Russian ships entering EU ports, among other 
things�  I understand a ban on Russian oil is also being worked on and I hope this can be agreed 
on at the earliest opportunity�  We got behind the measures proposed under the European peace 
facility�  We fully responded to the enormous humanitarian crisis now unfolding�  We whole-
heartedly backed Ukraine’s application for EU membership and I hope the European Commis-
sion’s opinion in this regard will be available quickly and that it will be a positive one�  Presi-
dent Zelenksyy, in his address to both Houses this morning, thanked Ireland for our financial 
and humanitarian support and also asked us, through our Taoiseach, to bring pressure to bear 
on the European Council and indeed the Commission to go further with the sanctions�  In his 
response the Taoiseach said he would do that, which I welcome�  We must do everything pos-
sible to bring this war to an end, stop the slaughter of innocent civilians and have a ceasefire put 
in place as soon as possible�

President Biden has stated the Russian invasion of Ukraine has brought the world to a tip-
ping point of fundamental change with a battle for supremacy between democracy and autoc-
racy�  That is certainly an interesting analysis�  In this context, I want to draw attention to the 
meeting in recent days between the Presidents of the European Commission and the European 
Council with the Chinese President and Prime Minister�  The response of China to the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine has been ambiguous�  The EU must insist that China does not try to assist 
Russia in evading sanctions or to supply Russia with weaponry�  China should be proactive in 
trying to bring about an end to the conflict and encourage a Russian withdrawal from Ukraine.  
We have lots of reasons to be critical of China but it would be doing the world a great favour if 
it embarked on this diplomatic course of action�

Questions have also been asked about India’s position on the war in Ukraine and the Tao-
iseach has also raised this issue�  India has not agreed to sanctions or condemned the Russian 
invasion�  Recently Russia’s foreign minister, Mr� Serge Lavrov, has actually praised the neutral 
stance taken by Prime Minister Modi with regard to the war�  This is disappointing and must 
surely have consequences, as countries take sides in the aforementioned democracy vs autoc-
racy conflict.  

As we know, there have been many calls to expel the Russian ambassador to Ireland, Mr� 
Yury Filatov, and in effect, to break off diplomatic relations with Russian, given the blatant lies 
he has told us on national television and elsewhere�  At the very least, that man needs to do a 
course in Carr Communications or maybe our former colleague, Mr� Ivan Yates could assist him 
when he is doing television appearances�  I am aware of the advice given by the Government 
on this matter, having regard to the provisions of the 1961 Vienna Convention�  The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has said that any move to expel the ambassador as well as staff and so-called 
operatives would result in reciprocal action being taken by the Russian authorities in respect 
of our embassy in Moscow�  This could jeopardise our strategic interests, including the need to 
obtain on the ground, first-hand information and also the prospect of assisting Irish citizens in 
need in the region�  He has also said that any action in this regard will be taken in co-ordination 
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with our EU partners�  Of course, he was dead right to block the planning application by the 
embassy to greatly expand its buildings on the Russian embassy site�  As we know, four Rus-
sian diplomats based in the Russian embassy in Ireland have been expelled�  Other EU member 
states have taken similar action�  In diplomatic speak, the expelled Russian diplomats in Ireland 
were engaged in activities that were “not in accordance with international standards of diplo-
matic behaviour”�  There is no doubt in my mind that these so-called diplomats were military 
spies engaged in the collection of intelligence and espionage and sources close to An Garda 
Síochána have said as much�  The suggestion is that the four were part of the Russian military 
agency known as the GRU�  There are still many more Russian diplomats based in Orwell Road 
and the option of expelling the ambassador or more staff and operatives must be kept under ac-
tive consideration�  

The European Commission agreed to phase out our dependency on Russian oil, gas and coal 
by 2027�  At the moment 40% of Europe’s gas and 25% of Europe’s oil comes from Russia�  
Arising from this, there have been huge increases in the price of fuel generally�  It seems that 
there was agreement in principle at the European Council meeting to reduce VAT on fuel to 9%�  
Further engagement with the Commission in this regard is underway�  As we know, the current 
rate is 13�5% in Ireland as a result of a derogation we obtained previously�  If nothing changes 
and we implemented a temporary cut in VAT, the rate would revert to the standard rate of 23% 
afterwards�  I hope that we can hear back from the European Commission on this matter in the 
near future�

I am pleased that the strategic compass has also been agreed by the European Council�  Our 
traditional policy of military neutrality has been the cornerstone of our foreign policy and there 
should be no question of us joining a military alliance�  That said, we should continue to play an 
active part in the development of the EU’s common security and defence policy, having regard 
to the new challenges confronting Europe at this time�  The demands for crisis management and 
peacekeeping should remain our guiding principle as regards the common security and defence 
policy and the associated strategic compass�

Finally, I would like to comment on the Conference on the Future of Europe�  The Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and the issues arising from that have given the conference an added impe-
tus�  It is hoped that the conference will conclude its business by 9 May next�  This is an ambi-
tious target.  Concerns have been expressed about the methodology to be utilised to finalise the 
report�  I hope that the voices of citizens will not be drowned out as this process concludes and 
that real and lasting improvements to the future workings of the EU and its institutions will be 
the outcome of this extensive consultation and deliberation by so many people�  

The 50th anniversary of Ireland’s referendum on joining the EU falls on 10 May next�  The 
Government will be putting in place an EU 50 programme�  I look forward to that celebration 
of our membership of the EU and the democratic values that it represents

06/04/2022EE00200Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: Usually the Taoiseach or the Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Europe would be present for these debates�  I ask the Minister of State, Deputy 
O’ Donovan, to kindly ensure that the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy 
McConalogue and, more importantly, his departmental officials are provided with a transcript 
of what I am about to say because it has major implications for our fishing industry.

The Minister of State knows that our industry is in the worst state that it has ever been in, 
following a number of blows, the first of which was Brexit and the EU, UK trade agreement.  
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This resulted in another huge reduction in quota for Irish fishermen.  It is a mortal sin that we 
have 12% of the waters of all of the European Union but only around 4% of the fish.  We actu-
ally get about 15% of the fish in our own waters.  That is why we are now in a situation where 
the Government is asking the industry to decommission another 60 vessels�  If we compare 
the situation 15 years ago to today, we will have only one third of the fleet that was over 18 
m�  This is coupled with the pandemic, the impact on the markets for our industry and the lat-
est disastrous blow which is the huge increase in fuel costs�  Incredibly, there has been no real 
substantive intervention by the Minister to deal with this�

Why do I raise all of this now?  I raise it because many of the problems we have are due 
to the fact that access to our fisheries is governed by the Common Fisheries Policy, CFP and 
Europe is the place to make that fight and get our fair share.  What we are doing in this country 
is punishing fishermen more and more.  As we speak, a Norwegian vessel has been forced to 
land in Derry rather than Killybegs because of a decision of the Sea-Fisheries Protection Au-
thority, SFPA regarding the blue whiting on that vessel and on another vessel from Denmark�  
The whiting is for human consumption and is destined for places like west Africa�  It is a really 
important and affordable source of protein for communities in West Africa.  It was supposed to 
go through a fish producer and processor in Killybegs but the SFPA said that the water had to 
be separated from the fish.  That essentially turns the blue whiting into fish meal so rather than 
turn food into fish meal, the Danish vessel turned away and today, the Norwegian vessel has 
had to go to Derry�  The processor in Derry operates under the same European Union rules but 
commonsense is in play.  This means that approximately 40 lorry loads of fish will be coming 
from Derry to Killybegs while we get lectured about climate change and our responsibilities�  
This is the madness and insanity of the way we interpret EU rules�  An episode of “Father Ted” 
would not compare to what we are seeing right now in Killybegs�  

2 o’clock 

 It is madness to ask fishermen to turn food for human consumption, destined for places 
like West Africa, into fish meal.  This matter was raised earlier by Deputy Doherty.  I appeal 
to the Minister of State to ensure that the transcript of my contribution is urgently given to his 
colleague in Cabinet, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy McConalogue 
in order that he can he intervene as a matter of urgency�  We are making a laughing stock of 
ourselves here in terms of our fishing industry.  After everything it has been through, this is the 
last thing it needs�

06/04/2022FF00200Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: President Zelenskyy spoke powerfully to the Oireachtas this 
morning about the effect the ongoing war is having on the civilian population in the Ukraine and 
about how civilians fleeing war are being killed in cars on roadways as they attempt to leave the 
besieged city of Mariupol�  We must all condemn in the strongest possible terms the treatment 
of the civilian population in Ukraine by the invading forces from Russia, the bombardment of 
cities and civilians, the use of hunger as a weapon, as mentioned by President Zelenskyy, the 
humanitarian disaster in the besieged city of Mariupol and the atrocities at Bucha, where inno-
cent civilians were murdered with their hands tied behind their backs�  We have heard of chil-
dren being murdered while trying to escape with their families in cars while waving white flags.

Condemnation is never enough�  We need action�  Irish people want the Government to do 
everything it can to support the people of the Ukraine�  It is very important to recognise that 
there has been very significant help and assistance given to date.  However, it has not been 
enough�  Ireland, the European Union and the international community must do everything 
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they can to stop these atrocities.  Measures taken to date have not been sufficiently effective.  
The Russian ambassador should be expelled immediately, as should the entire Russian embassy 
staff.  There must be much stronger sanctions and much stronger practical assistance given to 
the Ukrainian people�  We are at a point where partial measures simply are not enough�  This is 
a moment of truth for the European Union�  Will it not just stand in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine?  Will it also act in the strongest possible way to defend them?

We must stand up against the aggression, the war crimes and the slaughter of innocent civil-
ians�  If we do not do that now and with full measures, when will we do it?  We cannot allow the 
short-term economic interests of some countries to take precedence over stopping these atroci-
ties�  There is the point that the longer this war goes on, the longer will be the economic dam-
age to various economies, including European economies, and the longer it will result in food 
shortages and unaffordable, high food prices, especially in lower income countries, as pointed 
out earlier by President Zelenskyy�

In terms of taking the toughest possible action and doing that in regard to diplomatic staff, 
our first instinct should always be to use diplomatic means.  We should always support efforts 
to de-escalate and diplomatic efforts to find peace.  However, this invasion is not the first act 
of aggression by Russia towards Ukraine�  It follows years of aggressive armed occupation of 
parts of eastern Ukraine and years of use of gas as a weapon to undermine the sovereignty and 
independence of Ukraine�  It follows the breaking of international agreements, including the 
guarantees that Russia gave Ukraine when it surrendered its nuclear weapons shortly after inde-
pendence and the break-up of the Soviet Union, and the failure of Russia to withdraw its troops 
from eastern Ukraine, as promised under the Minsk agreements�

On Leaders’ Questions, my colleague, Deputy Catherine Murphy,  raised with the Taoiseach 
issues relating to energy, energy security and the cost of energy�  She made a point about the 
personal crisis that many families are facing and contrasted that with the unintended windfall 
for the Government in terms of increased VAT receipts�  There is a need to address this mat-
ter as quickly as possible�  It is welcome that it has been raised at the European Council, that 
flexibility is being sought and that some progress is being made, but families and households 
need urgency on that�  Last week and this week, people are being obliged to make impossible 
decisions about whether to pay rent, make mortgage repayments, pay utility bills or do their 
weekly shop in order that they can put food on the table�  These are impossible decisions�  We 
need urgent action on this matter�  This is key to building cohesion within the European Union�  
Building the ability of the European Union to act cohesively means that, in conjunction with 
governments, it does everything it can to provide the flexibility to allow cost of living and en-
ergy costs to come down for people�

06/04/2022FF00300Deputy Neale Richmond: I greatly appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this very im-
portant debate�  I am grateful to the Taoiseach for updating us on the special European Council 
meeting that took place on 24 and 25 March�  I will not lie�  The results of this are extremely 
disappointing.  The fifth round of sanctions that were announced yesterday at the ECOFIN 
meeting, while very welcome, are yet another piecemeal approach to this situation�  If we truly 
want to have an impact and cut off the financing of President Vladimir Putin’s vicious war ma-
chine, we need to stop messing around�  We need to go straight to the level of meaningful and 
far-reaching sanctions that will have an impact�  That the EU is still paying Russia for oil, gas 
and, up until a couple of days from now, coal is abhorrent�  This money is going directly into 
financing the guns, tanks and bombs that are ruining Ukraine and taking the lives of women, 
children, men and fighters on an hourly basis.
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I was appalled this morning when an Irish Member of the European Parliament stated that 
the latest round of sanctions make her sick�  What makes me sick are the images of children 
having their names and address written on their backs, some of whom are the same age as my 
daughter and wearing nappies, and those of children who have been raped and murdered lying 
strewn on the street�  That particular Members of this House could not have the good grace and 
courtesy to applaud a man who is leading his country against a vicious war machine was abso-
lutely reprehensible�  The whataboutery and the sheer mental and ethical gymnastics utilised to 
excuse this lack of dignity, for a brief moment made me ashamed to be a Member of this House�  
The vast majority of Members of this House, like the vast majority of people across this coun-
try, know that what is happening in Ukraine is a fight between good and evil.  The evil is very 
much being directed from Moscow by President Vladimir Putin and the stooges and oligarchs 
who surround him�  They are the people who the European Union is continuing to allow access 
SWIFT completely�  They are the people who are lining their pockets while they send young 
boys off as conscripts to murder women and children in Ukraine.  It is an absolutely appalling 
state of affairs, the likes of which have not been seen on this Continent since the darkest days of 
the Second World War�  That is why at the next emergency European Council meeting, because 
there will be another meeting held in an emergency status and another round of sanctions, we 
need to see the most meaningful, purposeful sanctions and to see the Irish Minister take the lead 
at that meeting�  No more whataboutery and no increments�

This afternoon, we heard the absolute appalling comment by the newly re-elected Prime 
Minister of Hungary, Mr� Viktor Orbán, when he said that he has no problem paying the Rus-
sians in roubles for their gas�  What sort of a cretinous line is that to take?  The EU cannot just 
be strong with its own members; it also has to look at its partner countries around the world and 
ask them to state clearly if they are with us or against us�  It needs to look at the United Arab 
Emirates and countries far closer to home such as Serbia, which aspires to join the European 
Union, and Brazil, Russia, India and China - the BRIC countries - and the North African coun-
tries that are happy to continue to facilitate and service the Russian war machine�  They need to 
be cut-off from European markets.

The EU needs to take its place as the leader of the free and open Western world�  The EU is 
the largest economic bloc�  We have spent the past number of years talking about the power and 
importance of he Single Market�  Where will that power and importance be when the people of 
Bucha return to their homes and see them levelled and the bodies their loved ones lying not in a 
ditch or a shallow grave but strewn along the roadway?  We have seen the tactics of this vile and 
brutal Russian machine in these cities�  No doubt, when the Ukrainian Army liberates Mariupol, 
it will uncover the sort of sites and scenes that will make us all genuinely sick to our stomachs�  
We will sickened not by faux words about sanctions, but by genuine scenes�  The approach of 
the Russian Government to the people of Ukraine and the people of Europe is appalling�  The 
response of the European Council at its most recent meeting and at ECOFIN yesterday simply 
is not good enough�  I am probably the most pro-European Member of this House�  I spend 
pretty much every day talking about the importance of Europe but I have no problem being 
critical when I need to be�  The European response to the war in Ukraine so far has not been 
good enough.  I know our response will strengthen.  We thought the first round of sanctions 
again Russia would be good enough.  We are now on the fifth round of sanctions.  

Decisions will, unfortunately, also have to be made in Ireland�  We talk about solidarity and 
we received the warm words of President Zelenskyy this morning�  We must ask if we are doing 
enough and if we have a credible plan to do enough, not just for the Ukrainian people but for 
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our partners in the European Union as we deal with the fallout of this brutal war�

There are two more areas I would like to raise, the first of which relates to our response to 
receiving refugees and the need for a co-ordinated European Union plan�  I do not believe a plan 
has been fully worked out yet�  We need a plan for the next couple of months and for relief ef-
forts to buttress the efforts of Poland, Moldova, Slovakia and other member states but we must 
also realise that our guests from Ukraine are going to be in our countries for a number of years�  
That realisation needs to be accompanied by a genuine Europe-wide plan for their relocation 
and shelter, and for the provision of employment opportunities and social protection�  We must 
also bear in mind that these people are coming from a war-torn area and a traumatic situation 
and will be facing into many more months when traumatic stories from war-torn areas will be 
coming to their homes�  How are they going to react when they get news that their 19-year-old 
son, their brother or husband has been killed in action?  How will they feel when they see the 
images coming from Bucha or Mariupol, knowing well that they could be their neighbour-
hoods, as they sit in Lisdoonvarna, Killiney, Roscommon or wherever they might be?  We need 
to be able to take this approach�  Some 10 million Ukrainians have lost their homes in the largest 
displacement of people since the Second World War and we need a level of joined-up thinking�

The cost of living crisis is one that everyone across this House talks about on a daily basis�  
Everyone presents different solutions.  We must listen to each other and disagree when we need 
to�  It is key that we consider the European approach to the cost of living crisis�  I was disap-
pointed that the read-out from the European Council meeting showed that the European Com-
mission asked member states to look at the open toolbox of opportunities�  What is needed is 
clear�  The Irish Government needs to bring to the next European Council meeting a resolve to 
achieve a derogation on VAT rates for fuel�  The ability to cut VAT has saved other sectors of 
our economy during tough economic times in the past�  This is about providing genuine relief 
to households and businesses across the country quickly�  It would be far more meaningful than 
many of the other suggestions that are being made�

06/04/2022GG00200Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Today we heard the powerful and moving testimony of President 
Zelenskyy.  We all expressed our solidarity and support for Ukraine and its people as they suffer 
during this brutal war�  We need to do all we can, even as a militarily neutral country�  That starts 
by looking at domestic policy and legislation�

We know that the International Financial Services Centre, IFSC, has become a major off-
shore financial centre for the Russian economy and I have been raising this issue since 2020.  
Most people are now aware of it as an issue.  The Central Bank recently confirmed that almost 
half the Russian connected vehicles in the IFSC are linked to sanctioned individuals and com-
panies�  We know that the IFSC was previously used for sanction avoidance�  

I will raise the so-called golden visa and golden passport schemes, which allow elite foreign 
investors to buy residency and citizenship�  Back in 2020, the EU Commission issued letters 
of formal notice to Cyprus and Malta regarding their golden passport schemes�  Both countries 
are major havens for laundering Russian money�  In March, the EU Commissioner for Justice 
noted that the phasing out of citizenship by investment schemes “is fully in line with the Com-
mission’s priorities”�  

I note that the Government has now frozen applications for these visas and passports for 
Russian investors�  I note the same has been done in the UK�  The Home Secretary, Priti Patel, 
said that was being done to stop “corrupt elites who threaten our national security and push 
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dirty money around our cities”�  Given these concerns and the historical role the IFSC has 
played, it is high time for an audit because there are serious security risks and, potentially, 
fraudulent behaviour involved�

06/04/2022GG00300Deputy Chris Andrews: In many regions around the world, people are facing intense op-
pression and humanitarian crises brought on by oppressive regimes�  All these wars are ex-
tremely challenging for Europe�  The brutal war being raged by the Russian Government in 
Ukraine has no end in sight�  President Zelenskyy has shown strong leadership since the war 
started, as he did in speaking to the joint Houses of the Oireachtas this morning�  Day by day, 
more horrific accounts of war crimes are coming to light.  These must be punished and Putin 
must be held responsible�

We are witnessing increased violence in Palestine at the hand of apartheid Israel�  There are 
illegal settlements and administrative detentions�  The voices of Michael Lynk and Amnesty 
International are among an increasing number of reputable voices calling out Israel’s apartheid 
nature�  If we are going to be consistent in our condemnation of terror, Israel must be sanctioned 
for its crimes, which have made a two-state solution virtually impossible�

War in Yemen is destroying countless lives with the arms industry in Europe the only ben-
eficiary as it makes eye-watering profits.  If we are going to be consistent, Saudi Arabia must 
be sanctioned for its crimes�

From the Council of Europe to the UN Security Council, Ireland needs to be a progressive 
voice and a leader for developing nations such as Western Sahara, which for years was under 
European colonial rule and is now under Moroccan occupation�  Ireland is a small nation and 
needs to be a voice for other small nations such as Western Sahara�  We must promote the right 
of the Western Saharan people to self-determination and allow them to complete the process of 
decolonisation�

06/04/2022GG00400Deputy Paul Murphy: I express our solidarity with the people of Ukraine�  People across 
the world have been horrified and moved by the graphic pictures of horror and brutality un-
leashed by the invading imperialist Russian forces that have emerged�  Those images cannot but 
move people and give them a sense of the extreme horror of war�

I will address the point that was made by Deputy Richmond which was, in some ways, an 
attempt to suggest that People Before Profit and others on the left are in some way pro-Putin 
because we do not support further escalation by the West or the ratcheting up of sanctions�  It 
is important to remember that while the West was rolling out the red carpet for Putin, it was the 
socialist left which consistently opposed him as a despot and warmonger�  Many of those who 
today are attacking the left were silent when Putin was committing brutal war crimes against 
the people of Chechnya�  Let us not forget that during that invasion, Putin was given a state 
visit to the UK by Tony Blair and Fianna Fáil’s own Bertie Ahern shook his bloodstained hand 
while socialists were protesting outside�  The socialist left were the ones who spoke out against 
that war�  Even at the start of this year when Russian troops were sent to Kazakhstan as part 
of a Collective Security Treaty Organization, CSTO, operation to put down and intimidate a 
workers’ uprising, it was the socialist left that spoke out and organised international events in 
solidarity with Kazakh trade unionists and socialists.  The Department of Foreign Affairs was 
utterly silent on the matter�

Deputy Boyd Barrett today reiterated our total opposition to Putin and his bloody war�  We 
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stood with the people of Ukraine today and we stand with them in their struggle against the 
Russian invasion�  However, that does not mean we have to go along with the calls for the 
escalation of the conflict by the West.  For example, what does a NATO no-fly zone mean in 
reality?  It means a hot conflict and an air war between NATO forces and Russia over the ter-
ritory of Ukraine.  It is a recipe for a global conflict and, potentially, a global nuclear conflict.  
The French finance minister has described the escalation of sanctions as “total economic war”.  
They have been described as the harshest sanctions that have ever existed�  What is the impact 
of these sanctions?  What is their impact on the ordinary Russian people who are not respon-
sible for this war?  There is an impressive anti-war movement from below�  People look back 
now at the wars in Iraq.  What came before the first war in Iraq were horrendous sanctions that 
were responsible for the deaths of 500,000 children�  Everybody acknowledges that was wrong�  
Sanctions that impact on ordinary people are wrong�  They also serve to undermine what we 
need, which is for the anti-war movement to grow�  They bolster Putin in the polls by portraying 
this as coming from the outside, as opposed to showing ordinary Russian people that they do 
not benefit from his warmongering.

06/04/2022HH00200Deputy Mick Barry: I note the re-election of a far-right, racist and homophobic Govern-
ment in Hungary at the weekend.  While this will no doubt dismay fighters for social progress, 
it should be noted that four separate homophobic and transphobic referendums were defeated 
on the day�  The questions were defeated by a spoil the vote campaign, which ensured that the 
threshold of 50% was not reached�  I express solidarity with the LGBTQ community in Hunga-
ry�  I salute those who successfully fought those referendums but who must now face the horrors 
of another Orbán Government�  The LGBTQ community in Hungary is not the only community 
that faces repression at the hands of the Orbán Government�  Immigrants face racist laws, while 
organised workers face his anti-union laws.  Others can suffer at the hands of that Government 
as well�  I note the EU intervention but the key to challenging and toppling this far-right, racist, 
homophobic Orbán regime lies with the working class and the oppressed in Hungary�

06/04/2022HH00300Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: Listening to President Zelenskyy this morning was a very mov-
ing experience.  His words were thoughtful and reflective.  The truths he told about the appall-
ing things that are happening to his fellow citizens in Ukraine are shocking and horrifying�  
Worse is probably yet to come�  Putin’s soldiers are massacring civilians and razing cities to 
the ground just like the Nazis did in the Second World War�  What is happening is shocking and 
unbelievable�

Some people in this House have spoken about Israel.  That is fine.  That is their right and 
their entitlement�  During the Second World War, one in every four Jews killed was massacred 
by the Nazis in Ukraine�  We cannot ignore what happened to the Jews right around Europe 
during the Second World War�

In the play Julius Caesar, it is stated about Caesar that, “The evil that men do lives after 
them; the good is oft interred with their bones�”  So let it be with Putin when his time comes�  He 
will be remembered forever for the evil he has done�  Coming from Drogheda, I am reminded of 
a previous evil person, Oliver Cromwell, who slaughtered most of the inhabitants of my town�  
Just as Cromwell slaughtered inhabitants and deported citizens of Ireland at that time, Putin is 
doing the same by removing people from where they live in Ukraine and bringing them under 
arrest to Russia�  That is entirely unacceptable�

The lessons we are learning today are very serious and will be long-lasting�  The world has 
changed utterly�  Ireland is taking the right steps in the right way at the heart of our policy on 
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Europe.  President Zelenskyy clarified his support for what the Government is doing and stated 
the need to continue to support Ukraine’s policy�  Any steps we can take in the United Nations 
to further support the advent of peace in this war must be accepted and lauded�  For the genera-
tions to come, for the young people being born today, for my grandchildren, other Members’ 
children and so on, we need to ensure Europe is stable, with Ireland at its heart�  This dictator, 
Putin, must be put down by any means necessary�  As a neutral country, we can only go so far 
but every possible effort we can make must be supported and advanced.  At the heart of all of 
this is the fact that evil can never triumph and good must win in the end�

06/04/2022HH00400Deputy Brian Leddin: I welcome the opportunity to speak following the European Coun-
cil meeting the week before last�  On the mind of everybody in this House, as well as across the 
country and across Europe, is the energy crisis�  That crisis is leading to a very severe cost-of-
living crisis that is making life difficult for our people.  Our short-term challenge is solving the 
energy crisis�  This has already been spoken about in the House today and on many previous 
occasions in recent weeks and months�

I want to talk about the medium- and long-term energy crisis�  There has been some debate 
about that but I do not think there has been enough debate or that it has been good enough�  There 
is a tendency from many commentators to double down on some of the technologies and solu-
tions of the past�  Those solutions may have served us well but, especially given the publication 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report on Monday, of which colleagues will 
be aware, we do not have any time to lose in transitioning to a clean energy economy�  Ireland 
has vast renewable energy resources off our coasts, particularly the west coast.  If we put our 
minds to it and if we seek the help of Europe, we can provide ten times as much energy as we 
will ever need.  We can satisfy our domestic need and we can help Europe get off its addiction 
to Russian fossil fuels�  This is the medium and long-term challenge that we must follow�

We are at a fork in the road�  The Ceann Comhairle and the Minister of State will probably 
appreciate me quoting Robert Frost:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

We are at the fork in the road�  We are looking at the path diverging and we have a choice�  
Will we do what we did in the 1970s during the oil crisis?  We built a coal-fired power station, 
unlike the Danes, who invested heavily in renewable energy�  That was quite a new concept at 
the time�  Now, because they did that in the 1970s, the Danes have a €10 billion industry�  They 
got behind the Germans, the Spanish and the Americans to some extent�  Ireland played it safe 
and built a coal-fired power station, and now we are in a very challenging situation.  We should 
not make the same mistake again�

We have an opportunity to be world leaders and innovators�  We are innovators in many 
sectors and we can be innovators in the development of offshore wind technology, including 
both floating and fixed technology.  To make this work, we have to develop a green hydrogen 
economy�  This is not a technological challenge but a societal and economic one�  We have to be 
the first to do it.  We should do it because we have the energy - more clean energy than nearly 
any other country�  While the solution for many countries across Europe and the world might 
be LNG or nuclear power, these are not the solutions for Ireland�  Ireland has a clear and clean 
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path that it can follow�  If we speak to Europe, and to the European need for clean energy, and 
ask for help to scale up, escalate and expedite the delivery of clean energy from the western 
flank of Europe, we can get there much more quickly than we had planned heretofore.  Let us be 
under no illusion that it is a huge challenge but it is the right path and the one we should follow�

06/04/2022JJ00200Deputy Thomas Gould: I was honoured to be in this Chamber this morning to listen to the 
address of the Ukrainian President, Mr� Zelenskyy�  There is a serious need for us to support 
the Ukrainian people and to push the UN, European Commission and other relevant bodies to 
investigate the war crimes that are being committed in Ukraine every day�  Alongside this, we 
cannot forget the plight of those in Syria, Afghanistan, Palestine, Yemen and other countries 
where parents put their children to bed every night without knowing what the following day 
will bring�  We must stand against all atrocities against humanity�  We have a proud history of 
military neutrality in global conflicts.  We must protect this but we must also use our reputation 
to push for severe sanctions on those who would deny people their human rights�  The Govern-
ment’s opposition to legislation such as the occupied territories Bill must end�  Why is Fine 
Gael preventing the Government from passing this much-needed Bill?  The Bill has the support 
of the majority of Deputies�

We must also end the inhumane conditions of direct provision, which is something the Gov-
ernment has committed to in its programme for Government�  That needs to be delivered�  This 
House has a chance to deliver on these issues and I ask the Minister of State and the Govern-
ment to ensure they do so�

06/04/2022JJ00300Deputy Patricia Ryan: I have read the 11 pages of conclusions following the recent Euro-
pean Council meeting and I have less than two minutes so I will just pick out a couple of points�  
It is clear from the meeting that the EU recognises that we have a cost-of-living crisis and that 
a significant part of this is energy costs.  While the EU is willing to act we need clarity on how 
it will do so as soon as possible�  In the meantime, the Government must act to alleviate the 
pressure people are under�  I spoke to a lady yesterday who had just received her two-month 
electricity bill and it came to €490�  She is genuinely fearful for her family’s solvency and if a 
similar bill comes next time she does not know what she will do�  She is not alone�  The Govern-
ment must stop offering ridiculous money-saving suggestions if it will not put its money where 
its mouth is�

The European Council also discussed the worsening situation in Ukraine�  I would like to 
express my condemnation of the 9 March Russian air strike on the maternity hospital in Mari-
upol.  Russian soldiers have forcibly deported the surviving staff and patients of the hospital, 
sending more than 70 people into Russia�  Under the Geneva Conventions, it is a war crime 
for an occupying power to deport people to any other country during an international conflict.  
The perpetrators must be held to account for this atrocity and for their deliberate targeting of 
the most vulnerable in Ukrainian society�  We need to send a message that Russian aggression 
will not be tolerated and that message should be sent home to Russia, along with the Russian 
ambassador�

06/04/2022JJ00400Deputy Denis Naughten: I want to pick up where Deputy Leddin left off.  Last December, 
Dáil Éireann unanimously passed a motion that, among other things, called on the Government 
to design a strategy in conjunction with the European Commission to fund and construct an At-
lantic electricity interconnector that would connect west coast and south-west coast renewable 
electricity directly to the mainland European grid�  This would provide large quantities of clean 
and green electricity to the EU and create tens of thousands of jobs along the western seaboard 
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in the next decade, bringing about balanced regional development in this country�  That is some-
thing that has been talked about for a long time and this is the opportunity to implement that�  
This measure would also significantly reduce the cost of electricity for Irish homes, providing 
us with the cheapest electricity in Europe.  To do that, we need to establish an offshore renew-
able development authority to drive the type of change and strategic thinking needed in this 
country to make this opportunity a reality�

In tandem with that, the Government needs to engage directly at European Council level to 
push for the need to develop this Atlantic interconnector and connect it to the European grid�  In 
so doing, we would bring Irish-generated clean electricity into the heart of Europe�  We will be 
pushing an open door on this with the European Commission and with our European colleagues 
but the initiative must come from the Government�  I am focusing on this issue because I have 
personal experience of dealing with the Celtic interconnector and of how imperative it was for 
Ireland to take a leadership role on that�  We brought our French colleagues along that road with 
us and tremendous work had to be done on that�  We did that and we secured the support of 
the European Commission for it�  We need to take a similar approach today if we are going to 
bring about this project as a reality�  The Commission is already looking at having major grid 
interconnection from the western seaboard to the European grid but we need to see this priori-
tised because if we get a positive decision from the Commission on this and if we put a strate-
gic authority in place to drive this project in Ireland to develop our offshore renewable energy 
then we can be to the fore, not just in Europe but globally, in offshore wind technology.  Earlier 
this week the German ambassador went to Cork to meet the researchers involved in this and to 
meet some of the businesses investing in this�  Germany sees the huge opportunity we have in 
Ireland and it is about time that we took up that mantle and ran with this issue to ensure we can 
provide the type of interconnection needed to maximise the potential off our coast.  In tandem 
with that, we also need to develop our opportunity with hydrogen, which is another mechanism 
to transport renewable and clean energy from Ireland to the European energy network�  Funnily 
enough, Ireland is one of the few European countries that has yet to establish a green hydrogen 
strategy and this needs to happen immediately�

Another issue in European co-operation that I want to raise is rare diseases�  Rare diseases 
are not rare�  In Ireland, approximately one in 12 people will at some stage in their lives be af-
fected by such a condition�  Some 825,000 people are impacted by rare diseases when family 
members, many of whom are carers, are included�  Sadly, the west and north west have among 
the highest incidence rates of rare disease in Europe�  While most rare diseases appear early 
in life, with approximately 30% of children affected dying before their fifth birthdays, many 
of them are not diagnosed until adulthood�  There is nothing worse than being unwell and not 
being believed, even though you know something is fundamentally wrong; except of course if 
it is your child who is unwell and you are being dismissed by the medics as just another over-
anxious parent�  Accurate diagnosis is often only made late into the disease�  Some 37% of 
people spend five years trying to get a diagnosis, by which time the patient will have already 
been treated for many months, or even years, for other more common diseases�  This puts an 
unnecessary financial burden on our health service.  We can speed up this diagnosis process 
through genomics�  There is an EU-wide initiative, Beyond One Million Genomes�  This ini-
tiative brings together 22 EU countries, along with Norway and the UK, looking to sequence 
at least 1 million genomes over the next period and to share that data securely across Europe�  
Ireland today remains an observer country to that initiative�  We need to put the legislative 
mechanism and funding structure in place to become fully part of that programme and to utilise 
the information that is being generated all over Europe to treat and help our people in Ireland�
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06/04/2022KK00200Deputy Cathal Crowe: The war in Ukraine rightly dominated the agenda of the European 
Council�  Many people are wearing the colours of Ukraine today and many have asked about 
my tie�  Conveniently, it is my old Clare County Council tie�  Once the yellow and blue of Clare 
were the colours of war and battle�  They were the colours that Brian Boru wore as he went into 
battle�

06/04/2022KK00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: The blue and gold of Tipperary�

06/04/2022KK00400Deputy Cathal Crowe: They instilled fear in the enemy, but these days, the yellow and 
blue of Clare are the colours of welcome, love and peace�  As of census night last Sunday, 1�5% 
of the entire population of Clare is Ukrainian�  We have one third of all Ukrainians in Ireland�  
Up until last week, we had more Ukrainians than the entirety of Britain�  We are very proud 
as a county and community for the role we are playing�  We are militarily neutral, as everyone 
says, but that does not stop us from having a position�  It does not stop people from Clare and 
communities throughout the country from knowing what the right thing to do is, when it is right 
to embrace someone, and when it is right to open one’s door and welcome in a family from a 
war-torn country�  We are so proud that 1�5% of our county’s population being from Ukraine, 
sharing these colours with us�  They are so welcome�

The European Council considered sanctions against Russia again�  This is the only way 
we will get through to Vladimir Putin, because he does not understand humanity�  He is a war 
criminal.  The past four or five days have exposed the true deeds of his army, including geno-
cide and breaches of the Geneva Conventions�  This man does not understand humanity, but he 
understands the value of the rouble�  His oligarchs and all his associates understand the value 
and greening of money�  At the beginning of this war, an analysis stated it was costing $2 bil-
lion per day for Russia to wage war.  In the past week, that figure, in analysis by economists, 
has crept up to $20 billion per day�  That is not just the cost of the army, weapons and military 
salaries, but the cost to the economy collectively, seven days a week, and I believe this will 
ultimately grind him down�

Addressing this House in June 1963, President John F� Kennedy stated: “Ireland pursues an 
independent course in foreign policy, but it is not neutral between liberty and tyranny and never 
will be�”  Although that is from six decades ago, that perfectly encapsulates the psyche of the 
Irish people and the view and policy of Government�  The Ukrainian people are watching in 
Clare and following many of the debates happening in the House today�  To them, I say slava 
Ukraini�

Deputy Naughten referred to the green hydrogen strategy�  It is essential that Ireland, along 
with European partners, leads this.  An incredible project is being planned off the west shore of 
County Clare, the Green Atlantic project�  It will be one of Europe’s largest wind farms, capital-
ising on the significant winds coming in from the Atlantic.  It is three times more efficient than 
onshore wind�  There will be capacity onshore at the former Moneypoint station to process the 
wind energy coming in and to store it as hydrogen.  That will have knock-on effects for Shan-
non Airport, where we are trying to devise more sustainable and greener ways of putting planes 
into our sky�  Ireland is leading the way�  It does not always show that�  We need to lead the way 
across all European nations in being to the forefront of sustainable aviation and green energy�

A previous speaker mentioned Ambassador Filatov and his residence on Orwell Road�  He 
has shown contempt for the people of Ukraine and for the good people of his own country who 
do not wish to wage war�  He has also shown contempt for our Government, Taoiseach, Ceann 
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Comhairle, and democracy in Ireland�  It is time for him to go�  It is time for the Government to 
bring his suitcase to the airport and wave goodbye as he boards a flight back to Moscow.

06/04/2022KK00500Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan: I acknowledge this morning’s events in the Chamber�  
President Zelenskyy’s address was extraordinary�  Leaders have addressed this Chamber previ-
ously, including John F� Kennedy, Bill Clinton, US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Nelson 
Mandela�  This address was as powerful as, if not more powerful than, any we have heard pre-
viously given the context the address was made in�  It is unbelievable that in 2022 a leader of a 
western democracy is appealing to the Government and Parliament of Ireland for help because 
of an invasion by its neighbour�  I never thought we would see this day, but here we are�

I acknowledge the response of political leaders�  The Ceann Comhairle’s response was mea-
sured�  He did us proud in how he demonstrated our solidarity with the people of Ukraine�  I 
thank him for that�  The responses of other political leaders, including that of the Taoiseach, 
need to be applauded.  I specifically refer to what he said to the people of Ukraine who find 
themselves in Ireland as refugees, that “our home is your home�”  We have to echo that and put 
those words into action�  With 32,000 Ukrainian refugees expected to arrive in Ireland before 
Easter, there is a massive task to accommodate them�  It will not be an easy challenge�  We need 
to put as many supports in place as possible to make sure that can be accommodated�

At the moment, unfortunately, despite the amazing goodwill of the people of Ireland and the 
voluntary efforts, we find ourselves on the back foot.  As recently as yesterday in west Cork, 54 
Ukrainian refugees arrived�  There was a breakdown in communication between international 
protection accommodation services, IPAS, the volunteers, the Red Cross and everybody else, 
and that bus had to be redirected to Killarney.  These people have had an horrific experience.  
Having to then deal with a diversion is not good enough�  I understand the challenges and this 
will be difficult.  We need as many resources as possible on the ground to help those incredible 
volunteers who are preparing emergency accommodation in places such as Clonakilty, where 
they are transforming the community hall into accommodation for refugees�  That is not sus-
tainable�  We need to ensure proper resources and measures are in place to ensure that when that 
happens again, we have beds and accommodation ready to accommodate Ukrainian refugees�

Ukrainian refugees who find themselves in towns such as Bandon should have the security 
and knowledge that they will be able to stay there for a long time�  They want to enter the work-
place and to work�  They want to secure an income�  There is no point in trying to secure a job 
if they are unsure about where their future lies�  They need that element of security too, which 
I ask for today�

06/04/2022KK00600Deputy Mattie McGrath: I was studying the report from this Council meeting�  I am ex-
tremely disappointing that no solutions were found or even sought to support our pig industry�  
The European Commissioner for agriculture came here some months ago and told us to use 
every tool in the toolbox�  We have used nothing�  The pig industry is still waiting for some 
support before it disappears.  We lost our fishing industry and did nothing about it.  We lost our 
beef industry under a Fianna Fáil Government too�  I am disappointed about that�  Something 
has to be done now, not in a few weeks or after Easter�  They are not able to sustain themselves�

Ireland has 2 million vehicles, more than 1�5 million houses, and 250,000 small businesses 
that use fossil fuels for heating, manufacturing and the movement of goods and people�  When 
will the Minister, Deputy Ryan, the Taoiseach, Tánaiste, other Ministers and backbenchers 
grasp that nettle and say that we cannot just keep taxing them and expect them to change their 
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ways?  They must get supports so that it is not all the stick, or the big bata that the Taoiseach 
has�  We must encourage them�  We must get rid of the folly and the old pipe dreams that we 
have and deal with things practically by supporting our people�  We are not getting support from 
Europe because we are not looking for it�  All we want is to be the good boys of Europe�  When 
the master says, “Jump”, we say� “How high?”�  That has served us badly�  We got badly burned 
over the decades�

06/04/2022LL00200Deputy Michael Collins: The Taoiseach has been going to EU Council meetings regularly 
over the winter months�  However, it appears that he and his Government are only raising a gen-
uine question pertaining to the energy crisis at an EU level now when the worst of the dark and 
the cold winter months are behind us�  Our Taoiseach has some neck to claim he gets permission 
from Europe to lower the VAT on fuel, but on the other hand the Government will increase the 
carbon tax in May, further burdening hard working Irish people�  Since last October, we in the 
Rural Independent Group have been calling on the Government to act by addressing this fuel 
crisis through cuts to VAT and to the carbon tax on all energy products, including petrol, diesel 
and home heating oil�

Any move away from fossil fuels here or at EU level should only occur when reliable and 
consistent alternatives and inexpensive renewable sources are in place and are available to all�  
This Government and EU bureaucrats must wake up and realise this�  People in rural areas are 
especially targeted by these taxes due to the complete lack of any alternative modes of transport 
across rural Ireland�  I say it again for the umpteenth time in the Dáil: only for West Cork Con-
nect, we would have hardly any public transport in west Cork�

Switching equipment, cars and heating systems away from fossil fuels is very expensive and 
takes a lot of time�  Most people who I know cannot go and buy an electric car�  Most of them 
cannot even afford the fuel to put into the cars.  The approach of this Government is to rush to 
set emission targets and move away from fossil fuels overnight so they can be the best boys in 
Europe�  However, the people of this country know that we are now being called the best fools 
in Europe, punishing the hard-working people in this country�  This is the wrong approach�  It 
has been seen to be the wrong approach during this energy crisis�

I ask the Minister of State not to misinterpret what I am saying�  I, for one, am all for looking 
after the environment, but not for putting the pain on the wrong people�

06/04/2022LL00300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The Minister of State, Deputy Donovan, is a fellow Limer-
ick man�  Are the people of Europe aware that we cannot move away from fossil fuels because 
we have no alternatives?  The Minister was elected by the people of County Limerick, who he 
represents, including pig farmers, workers in small industries and truckers�  Everyone who has 
elected the Minister of State has asked him to have a voice, not to be told by his party’s whip 
what to say and when to say it�

We have 2 million vehicles in this country�  Most of them are in towns and villages around 
the rural areas that the Minister of State represents�  These people have no public transport in 
place�  Basically, the people in our area of County Limerick and other counties are paying for 
the infrastructure that the Government is putting into the cities�  Yet, they are failing to put infra-
structure into the counties�  People are going to go hungry�  People are going to be cold�  People 
are going to have debt�  This is all because of the failure of this Government to act�

The Government has been asked to cap the price of the tax on fuel�  It has refused to help 
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us on that�  It brought out a system yesterday for €18 million, but it is only given to one sec-
tor of the truckers�  It only covers people who have a road haulier licence�  Every supplier in 
this country does not have a road haulier licence�  Every producer does not have a road haulier 
licence�  Only the people who transport, the subcontractors, do�  The Government therefore has 
not helped anyone in our rural area, such as the producers who elected the Minister of State to 
represent County Limerick�

06/04/2022LL00400Deputy Thomas Pringle: Much of the European Council statements were rightly focused 
around the Russian military aggression against Ukraine�  We must continue to condemn Rus-
sia’s bloody and destructive attack on Ukraine at every opportunity we get�  I am glad that this 
was the main focus of the European Council talks�  We stand with Ukraine and its people�  We 
should continue to condemn Russia at every opportunity we get�  We also must continue to 
maintain and strengthen our military neutrality at every opportunity�  Both are not mutually ex-
clusive�  This is not to say that we are morally neutral in the face of war crimes either�  We never 
have been and we never will be�  President Zelenskyy himself when addressing the Dáil earlier 
said although Ireland is a neutral country, it has not remained neutral to the disaster Russia has 
brought to Ukraine�

Our response has rightly been victim focused�  Our role as a neutral voice that condemns vi-
olations of international law and supports victims is internationally recognised�  It is important 
that we continue to protect this neutral voice�  I welcome that the European Council agreed to 
develop a Ukrainian solidarity trust fund to help to provide support to Ukraine for its immediate 
needs and for the reconstruction of Ukraine, following the incredible destruction and loss suf-
fered there�  I was concerned, however, about the European Union’s endorsement of a strategic 
compass, which intends to provide a shared assessment of the strategic environment in which 
the EU is operating and of the threats and challenges the Union supposedly faces�

I know that the Commission, in conjunction with the European Defence Agency, EDA, 
intends to look at defensive investment gaps and to introduce initiatives to strengthen the Euro-
pean Defence Technological and Industrial Base, EDTIB, next month�  We need to tread very 
carefully here on this�  We need to ensure that our neutrality is not compromised when such 
discussions take place�  The European Council has stated that it intends to harness EU funding 
instruments and initiatives to strengthen the defence capabilities of member states�  We cannot 
allow them to rope Ireland into this�  We cannot allow them to get involved in the way we con-
duct our Defence Forces�  We must stay strong in our neutrality�  We all know that in the House 
that the EU will have willing partners here to weaken our neutrality and we need to watch out 
for that�

In terms of energy issues, I am glad to see that the national circumstances will be taken into 
account and I think that we should look at all the options that are provided for�  The Government 
is quick to make the point that it cannot act on VAT on energy costs and that may be so, but 
the Commission is pointing out the options that are available, such as temporary taxation of or 
regulatory interventions on windfall profits.  Those options are available from the Commission 
itself�  What is being done about that?

We have that we have been constantly led to believe that that is the only game in town but 
now we see that it is not�  It is interesting that we have been very vocal on the import of oil and 
gas from Russia and have said that we should stop them straight away and rightly so�  Yet, that 
it is a stance that would cause hardship for the citizens who depend on them�  Yet, interestingly, 
there are not many Irish citizens who depend on gas from Russia�  There may be a knock-on 
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effect if a ban comes into force and time will tell in relation to that.  At the same time, we ap-
pear to be protecting the Aughinish Alumina plant from sanctions�  That is hypocritical of us�  
If we need to protect that plant, the Government should be considering taking it over straight 
away and to take it out of the hands of the oligarchs�  Why should we protect that plant for an 
oligarch?  Should the Government not take it into public control so that we can run it ourselves?  
We can dispose of it at a later stage, rather than protecting it and keeping it free from sanctions�

06/04/2022LL00500An Ceann Comhairle: We now have 20 minutes for a question-and-answer session�  Dep-
uty O’Donoghue is offering, but he does not need to use all 20 minutes.

06/04/2022LL00600Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I will not�

I said earlier that the Minister of State is a fellow Limerick man�  This is where I want his 
help�  The pig farmers were here last week�  The introduction of the subsidies for fuel for heavy 
goods vehicles is only available to people who hold road haulier licences�  That counts out the 
quarries that own vehicles and supply their own goods�  It takes out the pig industry that runs 
the produce to the factories using its own vehicles�  It takes the farming and agricultural sector 
out of it by using their own vehicles�  It only covers people who have a road haulage license�  
That is 38% of the HGVs in this country�  Therefore, 62% of the HGVs are getting no subsidy�  
I am asking the Minister of State to take this to Government�  Should it not cover everyone?  
Everyone who has a HGV is covered under the RSA�  They also have to go for the Road Safety 
Authority, RSA, MOTs�  Then, they tax their vehicles on a commercial basis under HGV goods�  
The right way of doing a subsidy would have been that anyone who is compliant with a current 
MOT on a HGV with the RSA and is taxed should qualify for the fuel subsidy�  That would 
cover everyone�  We could take this to Europe because it would work for everyone, for every 
person in Ireland�  The Government could cap the tax on fuel at €1�30�  After that, we would pay 
the increase in the fuel, but we would not pay tax on it�  That is something that the Government 
can introduce now�

3 o’clock

It would actually help every householder in this country whether he or she is working, el-
derly or retired.  It would cover every person in this country.  People would see it first-hand at 
the pumps�  This would help people�  It would also help registered businesses that do not qualify 
at the moment under any other scheme that is available�

  My last question is about public transport, which does not cover everyone outside of the 
towns and villages in this country�  If somebody wants public transport, it means that we must 
have infrastructure�  As I said earlier, there are 2 million vehicles and 2�4 million people work-
ing in this country�  That means public transport only covers 400,000 people plus those who 
live in an area where they have public transport�  It does not cover 2 million people, however�  
Where is all the taxation going on the fuels?  It is coming from fuel taxes�  I want the Minister 
of State to help me make a difference to every household.  I want him to stand up here for the 
people of County Limerick who elected him to help all industry for the area he represents�

06/04/2022MM00200An Ceann Comhairle: In fairness to the Minister of State, he can only respond on behalf 
of the Government rather than on behalf of the people of County Limerick�

06/04/2022MM00300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I will put it in terms of the country�

06/04/2022MM00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
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rick O’Donovan): I thank the Ceann Comhairle�  I have been here for 12 years now repre-
senting the people of County Limerick�  In response to Deputy O’Donoghue, I do not need to 
be reminded of my job�  I am well capable of being reminded of that by the people of County 
Limerick�  Having been returned by them three times now, I must be doing something right�  A 
number of questions were asked�  I will try to do my best�  Most of the Deputies who asked them 
are not in the Chamber now.  Many of the questions pertain to different Departments.  We have 
made records of them and we will reply to them in writing because they do not actually relate 
to the European Council at all�

I will take the last questions first, which relate specifically to the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine and Transport�  I will refer Deputy O’Donoghue’s questions to the 
Minister, Deputy McConalogue, the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, and the Minister, 
Deputy Eamon Ryan and get a reply to him�

In general, with regard to rural infrastructure, I note that in the Limerick Leader, Weekly 
Observer and Vale Mallow Star and Observer, the Deputy is very quick to welcome much of 
the Government’s investment in rural roads�  As someone who works in construction, I note 
the Deputy is very praiseworthy of the Government’s increased investment in roads all over 
County Limerick�  We are doing a very good job in investing in roads in County Limerick�  The 
Deputy is also very praiseworthy of the Government’s rural transport infrastructure improve-
ments, which have been done all over County Limerick�  We are, therefore, doing an awful lot 
of very positive things as well�  The Deputy gets a lot of speaking time in this Chamber�  He 
is no stranger to taking a lot of credit for some of the stuff the Government is doing in County 
Limerick�  During some of the times he uses that speaking time here, he might put in the odd 
plug for the positive stuff we are doing as well, because it is not all negative.

I will start at the beginning of the questions�  Deputy McDonald raised the issue, as did 
many Deputies, including previous speakers, of the area of VAT�  In his opening remarks the 
Taoiseach said this issue relates not only to Ireland�  All member states have asked that this 
be dealt with�  In fairness, Deputy McDonald did say, and I wrote it down, that “the Govern-
ment cannot do everything” and that she recognises this is a very complicated issue�  Every 
speaker who came in here said the Government cannot do everything and then went on to say 
the Government should do everything�  It is a case of the oxymorons; the Government cannot 
do everything�  I recognise that the cost of living in every household in the country has gone 
through the roof.  A person would want to be living on a different planet not to recognise that.  
The Government simply cannot do everything but it is trying to respond, as every member state 
of the European Union is doing�

The Taoiseach was one of the first out of the blocks with regard to being one of the first 
Prime Ministers to raise the issue of VAT�  Further work with the European Commission is 
required to do this because previous speakers, who I think were from Sinn Féin, said that once 
this war passes - and it will pass - there will be a requirement for the VAT rate to go back up�  
When that does happen, I am sure many people will be clamouring to tell the Government not 
to do that�  The Taoiseach is very conscious of that issue�

Many speakers raised the issue of where we are specifically around EU-China affairs and 
about EU-India affairs.  Credit must again go to the Taoiseach.  He was the first Prime Minister 
to raise the issue of India’s position on the atrocities that are happening in Ukraine at the mo-
ment�  I also wish to make a personal comment, a Cheann Comhairle�  Being a Minister of State, 
one does not get speaking time like many Deputies do on different matters.  I wish to mention 
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some specific issues that have been raised.  Ireland’s relations with China are closely linked to 
the EU perspective�  The EU strategy of managing complex relations is a good one�  We under-
stand and accept the differing elements that need to be addressed in a strategic and united matter 
when it comes to China�  The same issue runs through with regard to India�  The Taoiseach has 
been very clear in relation to that�

Deputy Cian O’Callaghan said that condemnation is not enough and we need action, and 
that practical assistance will be required�  However, then other speakers and questioners said 
that practical assistance cannot involve Ireland getting involved militarily�  This is, therefore, 
the dilemma in which the country is involved�  How far do we move towards getting involved 
that does not see this country being practically militarily involved?  That is a dilemma the coun-
try has confronted from the outset of this war�  We have confronted it in a very practical sense 
by making sure we provide humanitarian aid but also by providing very practical assistance�

I wish to pay tribute to the Ceann Comhairle’s initiative of inviting the President of Ukraine 
to address us this morning�  In many ways, it was historic�  We can use every kind of cliché 
we want�  It was also a source of terrible embarrassment, however, to be in a Chamber where 
colleagues refused to clap�  I come from a part of the world where we use an expression that 
goes when you are in a hole, you should stop digging�  They came in then and tried to give an 
explanation as to why they did not clap�  One can see in his face and from his facial expres-
sions, by his demeanour and from photographs that have been taken of him, how this war has 
run President Zelenskyy down and how it has destroyed his country and his people�  They used 
these mar dhea excuses, together with their colleagues in the European Parliament in some sort 
of warped ideology, not to support him�  They say they will support his country but they will 
not support him�  I feel sorry for them that as parliamentarians, they would do that today�  They 
brought shame on themselves but they also brought a degree of shame on us because as col-
leagues of theirs, we have to share a room with them.  I ask them to reflect on it and to come 
back and apologise for it.  One of them happens to be an officeholder of this Parliament.  To me, 
that is a source of embarrassment�

 I wish to pay tribute to the Ceann Comhairle’s initiative of inviting the President of Ukraine 
to address us this morning�  It was in many ways historic and we can use every kind of cliché 
we want�  It was also a source of terrible embarrassment to be in a Chamber where colleagues 
refused to clap�  I come from a part of the world where we use an expression that when you 
are in a hole, you should stop digging�   They came in then and tried to give an explanation 
as to why they did not clap�  One can see in his face and from his facial expressions, by his 
demeanor and from photographs that have been taken of him, how this war has run President 
Zelenskyy down and how it has destroyed his country and his people�   These colleagues used 
these mar dhea excuses, together with their colleagues in the European Parliament, to in some 
way excuse, through some sort of warped ideology, in some not support him�  We will support 
his country but they will support him�  I feel sorry for them that as parliamentarians they would 
do that today�  They brought shame on themselves but they also brought a degree of shame on 
us because as colleagues, we have to share a room with them.  I would really ask them to reflect 
on it.  I ask them to come back and apologise for it.  One of them happens to be an officeholder 
of this Parliament and to me, that is a source of embarrassment�

Outside being a Member of this Parliament, I am a husband and father to three young chil-
dren�  One image has really stuck in my mind in the last couple of weeks�  It is an image of what 
people say is potentially a three-year-old child who is gagged, blindfolded, with hands tied and 
possibly raped�  I have a seven-year-old, a three-year-old and a two-year-old�  That three-year-
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old could potentially be mine in any other circumstance�  There can be no equivocation in this�  
There can be no hiding places and no excuses�  There can be no press statement saying they did 
not clap because of X, Y or Z�  To me, this is very black and white�  A person is either in or our 
out with regard to these atrocities�

I did not get a chance to speak to the whole Ukrainian situation during the statements that 
were given the previous week�  To me, the Ceann Comhairle’s position this morning really 
summed up the question of whether we are neutral�  We are not neutral�  How can we be neutral 
in this?   How could we not have a position with regard to right or wrong?  Before I came into 
the Dáil, I was a primary teacher�  Deputy O’Donoghue took issue one morning on Live 95 with 
the fact that I was a primary teacher�  He said there were too many primary teachers in the Dáil�  
I was also an engineer, by the way�  I was an industrial chemist, to satisfy the Deputy’s curios-
ity in that respect as well�  I always told children that if they ever had a doubt about something 
being right or wrong, it was probably wrong�  Some Deputies had an issue earlier relating to 
whether they should clap in response to President Zelenskyy’s address�  Some of them began 
clapping, looked to their colleagues and then stopped clapping�  To me, they are a source of 
embarrassment to this Parliament and to us as colleagues.  They should reflect on what they 
have done, come back to the Chamber and set the record straight�  They should make a personal 
statement to the House and apologise for their actions�  Given what has been said on Twitter, 
they have invited unnecessary commentary on what was an otherwise very positive initiative on 
the part of the Ceann Comhairle�

Turning to some of the issues Deputy Mairéad Farrell raised in respect of the IFSC, which 
Deputy Sherlock also raised in the context of legislation proposed by his Labour Party col-
league, they will be referred to the Minister for Finance�

I have dealt with the issue raised by People Before Profit regarding solidarity.

I agree entirely with Deputy Leddin regarding the issue of green energy but, unfortunately, 
like Robert Frost’s line about two roads diverging in a yellow wood, I am going to take a dif-
ferent road.  He is going to take the road of green energy in the medium term, but our defini-
tions of “medium term” might differ.  That we have gas storage, which we need, in a different 
jurisdiction proves we need a policy on gas storage in this country in the short term�  We cannot 
rely on a third country, outside of the European Union, to store our gas, which is happening at 
the moment�  An LNG facility in a country outside of the European Union is storing our gas 
and that policy is not sustainable into the short and medium terms, by which I mean ten years�  
We need a policy on green energy that will allow electricity to be brought into Moneypoint to 
be converted into hydrogen, stored, transferred across the grid and sold to France - I am all for 
that - but what will we do between now and then?

We need to be able to import gas from different sources such as the Gulf of Mexico and the 
United States, with conditions applied to that, rather than simply finding an Irish solution for an 
Irish problem, which has been done for other, social elements in the past to deal with problems 
we wanted to sweep under the carpet in this country�  We have dealt with issues by exporting 
them to the United Kingdom�  We did that very unsuccessfully, historically in this country, to 
our shame in respect of other issues, and we are now doing it with gas importation�  We are 
already importing fracked gas through a gas interconnector, and it suits the narrative of some 
people whereby just because it is done from the UK, we need not talk about it�

We do need to talk about it and have a discussion in this country about our energy security�  
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The discussion needs to be honest and open and it needs to be held here and now�  We need to 
start talking about gas storage.  Deputy Leddin is correct in respect of the coal-fired station, but 
we are damn lucky we have it now�  If we had not built it in the 1980s, what would we have 
now?  I would probably be talking to the House under candlelight because the lights would have 
gone out if not for Moneypoint�  Moneypoint is going gangbusters at the moment and God help 
us if we did not have it�  While we are lucky to have onshore wind, it is not reliable�

Deputy Naughten referred to offshore wind electricity.  Again, we will refer those issues to 
the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications, but I nonetheless fully concur�

Deputy Pringle, who is no longer in the Chamber, referred to an issue that concerns my 
constituency and Aughinish Alumina�  It is a pity when people get their information from online 
sources, which tend to be based on rumour and innuendo�  If he had asked somebody like me, or 
perhaps Deputy O’Donoghue, who might know something about Aughinish Alumina, he would 
know that what he said about the operation of the plant was an utter fallacy�  The plant employs 
well over 1,000 people in my constituency and it is not in any way connected to a war machine�  
In fact, it provides Europe with up to 30% of the alumina required for the Continent’s construc-
tion and aircraft and car manufacturing and is an integral part of Europe’s alumina industry�  It 
is not connected, as some people might want to suggest, to any sort of Russian empire�

If there are any points I have not responded to, I will come to them in my closing remarks�

06/04/2022NN00200An Ceann Comhairle: We are fortunate to have so many robust contributors from County 
Limerick�

06/04/2022NN00300Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: Absolutely�

06/04/2022NN00400Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I appreciate the Minister of State might not have all the details 
to hand, but can we get an update for the Ukrainian ambassador, H�E� Ms Larysa Gerasko, on 
the list of companies that were, supposedly, still dealing with Russia, which she provided to the 
Joint Committee on European Union Affairs?  I understand some of the companies have dis-
continued their business with Russia and this issue has probably evolved over the past fortnight�

06/04/2022NN00500Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: I am sure that in respect of anything the ambassador requires 
from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, we will be able to facilitate that 
directly�

06/04/2022NN00600Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I thank the Minister of State�  In his concluding remarks, he 
might give some information on the interactions and conversations regarding VAT and the tool-
box that will apply if we end up considering taxes on windfall payments�  Beyond that, what 
wider conversation took place at the European Council meeting regarding the hybrid or cyber-
security aspect of defence, which has become a major issue here as well?

06/04/2022NN00700An Ceann Comhairle: The Minister of State might respond to that and then conclude�

06/04/2022NN00800Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: I thank the Ceann Comhairle�  As the Taoiseach indicated, I 
will address some of the economic and EU external issues discussed at the most recent meeting�  
The European Council in March endorsed the political emphasis of the Versailles declaration 
insofar as strengthening Europe’s economic base is concerned�  This includes unlocking the full 
potential of the Single Market to underpin the green and digital transitions essential to Europe’s 
future prosperity and well-being�  The leaders also endorsed the strategic priorities of the Com-
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mission’s annual sustainable growth survey and invited member states to reflect them in their 
national reform programmes and stability programme updates to be submitted this month as 
part of their European semester process�

Ireland agrees that the annual sustainable growth survey produced by the European Com-
mission in November provides the correct political emphasis for economic policy co-ordination 
at this time�  It highlights four key dimensions of competitive sustainability as guiding prin-
ciples for Europe’s economic renewal�  They are also consistent with the strategic direction 
established by the recovery and resilience facility forming the core component of the historic 
Next Generation EU budgetary package�  The four dimensions comprise environmental sustain-
ability, productivity, fairness and macroeconomic stability�  The Commission will update its 
assessment of the economic outlook in May and has acknowledged significant downside risks 
since its February forecast, which did not take account of the impacts of the war in Ukraine�  
Given the renewed uncertainties and risks, Ireland’s view is the EU needs to remain agile and 
flexible in our political response to the current circumstances and we welcome the conclusions 
adopted at the Council meeting in March�

On 24 and 25 March, the leaders also exchanged views on the EU-China summit, which 
subsequently took place on 1 April�  The leaders discussed relations with China in the changed 
and urgent context of the situation�  At the EU-China summit, the EU and China extensively 
discussed Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine, which is endangering global security 
and the world economy�  It is the EU’s assessment that the shared interests of the EU and China 
should be to work together to stop Russia’s war in Ukraine as soon as possible�  From the EU’s 
perspective, we view the EU and China to have a common responsibility to support peace, 
stability and a sustainable and safe world�  While the focus of the summit was very much on 
Ukraine, EU and Chinese leaders also discussed the state of bilateral relations and areas of 
shared interest such as climate change, biodiversity and health, as well as ways to ensure a more 
balanced and reciprocal trade relationship�

The European Council also discussed the prolonged and political crisis in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, reiterating its commitment to a European perspective of that country and the western 
Balkans more generally�  The EU wants to see leaders in Bosnia and Herzegovina demonstrate 
a strong commitment to constitutional electoral reform, which is vital for the stability and full 
functionality of that country, an essential precursor to obtaining EU candidate status�  The EU 
stands ready to continue high-level engagement in this regard�

I thank all the Deputies for their statements and questions�  The Taoiseach will continue to 
report to the House following the regular meetings of the Council�  We will try to respond in 
writing to any questions that have been collated�

  Cuireadh an Dáil ar fionraí ar 3.20 p.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar 4.21 p.m.

  Sitting suspended 3.20 p.m. and resumed at 4.21 p.m.
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06/04/2022UU00100Teachtaireacht ón Seanad - Message from Seanad

06/04/2022UU00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Seanad Éireann has passed the Health (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Bill 2022, without amendment�

06/04/2022UU00300Vacant Properties: Motion [Private Members]

06/04/2022UU00400Deputy Matt Shanahan: I move:

That Dáil Éireann: 

recognises that:

— the overarching goals of housing policy should be affordability, sustainability, 
equality and social inclusion;

— the high cost of housing can lead to deprivation, exclusion and poverty at 
the household level and lower levels of consumption, and economic growth at the 
national level;

— since 2015, national house prices rose by over 35 per cent or an average of 
seven per cent per annum;

— house prices rose by 14�4 per cent in 2021;

— the Irish Independent/Real Estate Alliance Average House Price Survey of the 
actual sale price of three-bed semi-detached homes reports that house prices have 
increased by €100 every day to date in 2022;

— rents are almost 40 per cent above their pre-crisis levels in Dublin and 20 per 
cent higher across the rest of the country;

— the National Planning Framework estimates that structural demand for new 
housing, based on demographics, is between 25,000 – 35,000 per year; and

— the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme failed to meet its annual target 
every year and was 41,000 units below its overall target;

notes that:

— there is an untapped supply of vacant or derelict housing throughout the coun-
try, in both rural and urban regions;

— the GeoDirectory Residential Buildings Report states that there are more than 
90,000 vacant dwellings across the country; 

— according to the same report, there were 22,096 residential addresses classi-
fied as derelict;

— the latest Northern & Western Regional Assembly report entitled “Regional 
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Vacancy and Dereliction Analysis” indicates that 44,905 residential and commercial 
properties are empty in the West, North West and Border area; 

— 72 per cent of the towns and villages in the West, North West and Border area 
recorded a residential vacancy rate above the national average;

— 59 per cent of the towns and villages in the West, North West and Border area 
registered a commercial vacancy rate above the national average;

— every year up to 4,500 people leave behind an empty home when they enter 
long-term nursing home care, yet just 400 of these homes are rented out as the Nurs-
ing Homes Support/Fair Deal Scheme charges an older person three separate times 
if they decide to rent it out; and 

— interest rates on loans for retrofitting homes are far too high and inaccessible 
for some homeowners; and

calls on the Government to:

— provide the resources to regenerate derelict and vacant properties in cities, 
towns and villages as a major priority action;

— revise the Repair and Leasing Scheme operated by the Department of Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage to remove the test for social housing in the area, 
therefore immediately releasing additional housing to meet broader social housing 
needs and/or private rental needs;

— provide first-time buyer grants of €30,000 for the refurbishment of vacant and 
derelict properties as homes;

— extend the Help to Buy scheme to first-time buyers of second hand and vacant 
properties;

— expand the Local Authority Home Loan Scheme to include refurbishment 
costs in addition to the acquisition costs;

— allow flexibility of planning regulations for the refurbishment of properties to 
bring them back into use as homes;

— introduce zero per cent long-term loans for retrofitting homes, whereby re-
payments are made through utility companies based on energy savings, to include 
micro-generation technologies;

— engage with the Irish League of Credit Unions to establish an interest-free 
loan scheme for home retrofitting;

— incentivise the development of clustered bungalow housing close to services 
for older people, allowing them to downsize and freeing up family homes;

— reform the Nursing Homes Support/Fair Deal Scheme to remove the financial 
barrier to renting out a property, thus releasing vacant family homes across our cities, 
towns and rural areas; 
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— provide additional green spaces, recreational facilities and biodiversity areas 
adjoining town and village centres, and related infrastructure to attract people to live 
in cities and town centres;

— review the housing grant limits due to rising construction costs; 

— address supply-side constraints, including:

— skilled labour shortages;

— rising costs of construction;

— rising costs of materials; and 

— excessive lead times, which are limiting the affordability of new dwell-
ings; and

— establish a framework for the supply and installation of prefabricated 3D volu-
metric modular homes, which can significantly reduce the construction time for so-
cial and affordable housing.

  I am happy to open this debate on behalf of the Regional Group�  It is ostensibly about the 
housing crisis that is being driven by the lack of available dwellings for temporary or perma-
nent habitation, increasing input costs and rising inflation to finished construction costs.  This is 
creating an affordability crisis for many in our population, especially those with aspirations to 
buy and live in their own homes�

Supply deficits are also affecting the rental market.  Monthly rents have totally eclipsed 
most average monthly mortgage payments and, for many individuals and families, renting is 
becoming unsustainable.  The housing crisis is also creating great difficulty for local authorities 
tasked with making housing available to the vulnerable and those qualifying on low incomes�  
We have dysfunction in builder housing finance availability and the overarching regulatory re-
quirements stifle new-build timelines and opportunity.  This is significantly slowing the housing 
delivery process and adding to the costs�  

Our motion calls on Government to introduce initiatives that will bring the significant stock 
of vacant and derelict properties sitting unoccupied in the State back into use�  Activating this 
housing stock for sale to new homeowners or supply to the rental market will go some way 
towards alleviating the supply crisis and the upward trajectory in housing costs�

More than 90,000 vacant properties have been identified throughout the State.  These could 
form the basis of a recyclable housing stock with the right initiatives.  Many need retrofitting 
and refurbishment but a sale into use price would reflect that.  Many of these homes are located 
in our regional towns and villages and developing them could breathe new life into our regional 
economy while venting pressure from our large urban centres, which cannot cope with the cur-
rent housing demand�  

 In my region, the south east, there are over 53,000 young people aged between 18 and 49 
living at home�  Those competing for the local authority housing list in my county of Waterford, 
for example, will, if they qualify, join a queue of 3,000 on the housing list for an annual local 
authority allocation of 300 homes�  Across the south east, there are more than 23,000 vacant 
homes, excluding holiday units, and some 500 are vacant under the fair deal scheme�  The Gov-
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ernment must move to make the houses locked up in the fair deal scheme available for rental 
agreements and to the rental market.  There must be several ways of creating innovative finan-
cial solutions to ensure the State gets fair recompense in terms of the fair deal, while allowing 
these houses to be made available to the rental sector�

The Government is making €4 billion available to tackle the housing situation and new 
modular building methods may be a significant step forward.  At present, a company in Carlow 
can provide new one-bedroom units for €75,000 to €100,000�  Adding some site valuation could 
deliver first-time buyer mortgages of just €400 to €600 per month in large parts of the country.  

An initiative has been suggested to me which I offer to the Minister of State.  I believe it is 
worth considering under the Housing for All strategy�  It requires that over a 12-month period 
under Housing for All, a tax credit could be used and converted from unallocated finances 
to first-time buyers of vacant homes.  This credit could target, for example, vacant homes of 
€200,000 valuation, where the allocated buyer grant delivers €100,000 spend capacity�  A simi-
lar grant could target first-time buyers for new modular home construction at less than €200,000. 

In Waterford, for instance, the local authority’s Housing for All allocation is €125 million 
per year�  If the council failed to allocate 30%, this would amount to €37 million that could 
be reallocated to a new housing grant that could deliver between 180 and 360 new developed 
properties.  This could deliver a significant number of new homes from vacant housing stock.  
These homes would meet both supply and affordability criteria and would allow many people 
to get the housing start they desperately need.  Delivering this affordable solution would also 
allow these families and individuals to retain some discretionary spending each month, which 
would deliver benefit to the regional and local economy.

Significant initiatives are available to the Government to help deal with the housing crisis 
but they require Government to have an open mind and need the Department of Finance to show 
latitude in terms of providing new innovative debt solutions to the domestic housing sector�  

06/04/2022UU00500Deputy Michael Lowry: It has been more than 30 years since homeownership peaked in 
Ireland�  In 1991, 80% of Irish people were homeowners, while private rental accounted for 8% 
and social rental stood at 10%�  At that time, there were 2,700 people registered as homeless�  
The Ireland of today is vastly different to the Ireland of 1991.  There are more than 9,000 people 
classified as homeless and 67% of Irish people are homeowners.  While across Europe hom-
eownership rates are increasing, in Ireland they are falling�  The age at which people apply for 
their first mortgage is increasing, largely due to the fact that the cost of renting is extortionate 
and the ability to save towards the cost of buying is diminishing more every year�  

The cost of buying a home has soared by an average of 14% across the country�  The supply 
of affordable homes available for purchase is historically low.  The availability of rental proper-
ties is sparse, which leads to frightening rents being demanded� 

The Government has set a target to promote the construction of up to 400,000 houses over 
the next decade.  This averages 40,000 homes per year.  It is worth noting that this figure was 
announced before the need was identified to provide homes for Ukrainian refugees who have 
been forced to take up residence in Ireland�

The Government’s figures are ambitious.  Are they even close to being realistic?  According 
to 20 of the country’s top developers, the figures are far from realistic.  Their target is closer 
to 125,000 homes over the coming ten years, which is far removed from Government’s aspira-
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tions�

The reason for pessimism is that not enough land is zoned across the country for residential 
building�  Developers are describing the unavailability of fully serviced land for housebuilding 
as a crisis�  Combined with the spiralling cost of building materials, this adds another layer of 
crisis to the ever-escalating housing calamity�  

The construction industry has expressed a view that it will run out of land in the next two 
to three years�  One leading developer has stated publicly that they may have to stop building 
houses completely for at least six years�  Yet housing must be provided�  Homes must be made 
available to meet the growing needs of Irish people and those who have made Ireland their new 
home� 

The solution to the crisis must lie, to a significant extent, in investing in renovating vacant 
properties�  Every city, town and village in the country has a number of vacant properties that 
could be renovated and refurbished to become family homes�  Across Ireland, there are more 
than 90,000 vacant properties�  In Tipperary alone, it is estimated there are up to 3,000 empty 
dwellings located across urban and rural areas�  Some of these houses fell into disrepair after 
they were repossessed by lending institutions and left idle�  Some were left vacant after the 
passing of the owners�  There are endless reasons that a house can become vacant�  For the most 
part, these endless reasons provide significant opportunities to address the need to provide so-
cial housing or private homes�  These opportunities need to be examined as a matter of urgency�

A time limit needs to be introduced on how long a property can be left in limbo at a time 
when people across the country are crying out for homes�  This should be coupled with low-
interest loans for home buyers so as to make taking on a renovation project more appealing�  
This is a vital incentive�  Without addressing this aspect of bringing vacant houses back into 
use, the idea will die before it ever has a chance to prove its worth�

If the focus was switched away from acquiring high-cost serviced land to provide new build 
homes on the outskirts of cities, towns and villages, it would have multiple positive impacts�  
Repurposing vacant houses in towns would help to revitalise town centres�  Apart from the ob-
vious bonus of making them more attractive, population growth invariably leads to increased 
demand for services�  These services, such as shops, schools and high-speed broadband, not 
only meet the needs of newcomers to the community, but also improve day-to-day life for ev-
eryone in the area�  Rather than focusing attention on the almost impossible task of acquiring 
serviced land for new developments, incentives should be put in place for builders and trades-
men to turn vacant properties into family homes�  This, in turn, would create employment in the 
building sector�

At the present time, we not only need to think outside the box, but to act as well�  There are 
options, there are solutions, and they should be put in place�  People need homes now�

06/04/2022VV00200Deputy Noel Grealish: It is a fact that Ireland ranks tenth highest in the world in terms of 
the proportion of homes that are vacant.  Almost all of the concentration on finding solutions 
to our chronic shortage of accommodation has been centred on building new homes�  Although 
necessary, this takes a great amount of time and money�  For many years, there has been a 
considerable shortfall in the number of homes being built�  While the rate of construction has 
stepped up considerably, it will be a long time before supply catches up with demand, if it ever 
does�
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There are thousands upon thousands of habitable homes lying idle in our villages, towns and 
cities�  Many of them only need a little attention to bring them up to a standard where they can 
become homes for families�  Others only need an adjustment by the Government of the rules 
governing the fair deal scheme to see them made available on the rental market�

The most recent GeoDirectory residential buildings report showed that there were more than 
90,000 vacant dwellings across the country, with the bulk along the west coast�  More than one 
third of those vacant dwellings are located in counties Mayo, Donegal and Galway�  The census 
of population that is currently under way will give a good picture of vacancy rates throughout 
the country, but I do not see there being any improvement on the figures in the previous census.  
For example, that census showed that there were 17,500 homes lying vacant in Galway city and 
county, or almost one in five of the total housing stock.  Although many of them were vacant 
holiday homes, there were still almost 14,000 habitable homes lying empty and unused�  I stress 
that these were not derelict buildings, but homes that could, with just a little attention in many 
cases, be perfectly suitable for families desperately seeking somewhere to live�  This shows 
that, even in the areas of highest housing demand, there is a large number of homes that are just 
waiting to accommodate families�

Steps have been taken by many a Government to try to address the issue of vacant homes, 
but the success of those has been insignificant.  For instance, the vacant housing reuse strategy 
has failed to produce the hoped for results, making little impact on the overall numbers�  Re-
cently, the Minister for Social Protection, who is also the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development, Deputy Humphreys, confirmed a spend of more than €18 million on 99 projects 
throughout the country under the town and village renewal scheme�  While the programme for 
Government is committed to an expansion of this scheme to bring vacant and derelict buildings 
back into use and promote residential occupancy, few if any of the projects to be supported will 
provide residential accommodation�  A far more ambitious programme is required to tackle the 
issue of vacant homes lying idle, which would have the added advantage of bringing new life 
to many rural communities�

There are many excellent proposals contained in this Private Members’ motion, which I 
wholeheartedly support�  One of them can make an immediate impact on the availability of ac-
commodation�  Currently, anyone who moves into a nursing home under the fair deal scheme 
and rents out his or her own home has to pay 80% of any rental income towards the cost of his 
or her care�  The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage has promised to exempt 
rental income from the assessment of means, which by his own estimation could release several 
thousand homes onto the rental market�  That is a large number of properties�  However, we 
are still waiting for it to happen�  It cannot come soon enough, as many of these homes are in 
turnkey condition and are ready for people to walk into overnight�

Research carried out by a UK price comparison website, based on data from the OECD, 
put Ireland in the unenviable position of being the tenth worst in the world for vacant housing�  
Tackling this issue and getting a substantial return does not have to cost a great deal of money�  
It will not solve our country’s chronic shortage of accommodation, but it could have a serious 
impact�  The well-thought-out proposals outlined in the motion would go a long way towards 
easing pressure on the accommodation market�  I urge the Government to support and imple-
ment them as quickly as possible�

I compliment our administrator, Ms Cáit Nic Amhlaoibh, on the tremendous amount of 
work she has done with us on getting the motion to the floor of the House.
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06/04/2022VV00300Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick: I welcome the opportunity to contribute and I thank my col-
leagues in the Regional Group for tabling this motion before the House�  Over the past number 
of years, I have lost count of the amount of times I have raised the issue of vacant homes in my 
constituency of Louth�  You can walk through any residential area in Dundalk and be sure to see 
vacant homes�  It is clear that this is a problem in every county�

In tabling this motion, we in the Regional Group want to highlight the problem while also 
offering real solutions to the Government.  The bottom line is that housing should be affordable 
and available�  Unfortunately, it is neither�  Since 2015, national house prices have risen by more 
than 35%�  In 2021 alone, prices rose by more than 14%�  This year, a survey has revealed that 
house prices are rising at €100 per day�  To put that in context, that is more than €36,000 in a 
year�  This is not sustainable�  When we look at rents, we see that they are 40% above the pre-
crisis levels in Dublin and 20% higher in the rest of the country�  In my home town of Dundalk, 
house rents are simply out of reach for most families�

In tabling this motion, we in the Regional Group want to highlight the potential that vacant 
properties, if developed properly, could have for tackling the housing crisis�  The GeoDirectory 
residential buildings report has highlighted that there are more than 90,000 vacant dwellings 
across the country and that more than 22,000 residential addresses are classified as derelict.  
The Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s latest report on regional vacancy and derelic-
tion has shown that there are almost 45,000 empty residential and commercial properties in the 
west, north west and Border area�  Nearly three quarters of the towns and villages in the region 
have recorded a residential vacancy rate above the national average�

Our motion also highlights the issues that the fair deal nursing home support scheme has 
created�  Every year, up to 4,500 people leave behind empty homes when they enter into long-
term nursing home care, but only 400 of these homes are subsequently rented out�  The reason 
for this is simple�  The scheme charges an older person three separate times if he or she rents 
out his or her home�

My colleagues in the Regional Group and I are looking for cross-party support for the mo-
tion.  We feel that it will offer real solutions to the housing crisis while bringing back into the 
stock the many thousands of vacant and derelict homes in our towns and villages�  We are call-
ing on the Government to provide once and for all the necessary resources to regenerate the 
derelict and vacant properties in our towns, villages and cities�  We want a change to the repair-
and-leasing scheme that is being operated by the Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage so as to remove the test for social housing in the area, which would immediately 
release additional housing for social needs and private renters�  We are also calling on the 
Government to provide a first-time buyer’s grant of at least €30,000 for the refurbishment of 
vacant and derelict houses.  We want an extension of the help-to-buy scheme to first-time buy-
ers of second-hand and vacant homes�  We need to see the local authority home loan scheme 
being expanded to include refurbishment costs in addition to the purchase costs�  We need a 
Government-supported 0% loan scheme for retrofitting homes where the repayments are made 
through the utility companies in the form of reduced energy costs�  We also need the Govern-
ment to engage with the Irish League of Credit Unions to establish an interest-free loan scheme 
for home retrofitting.  The Government must look at incentivising the development of clustered 
bungalow housing close to services for our older generation, which would allow them to down-
size and will in turn free up family homes.  We need to remove the financial barrier in the fair 
deal nursing home scheme to renting out a property which, again, would release vacant family 
homes in our towns, villages and cities�  We also call on the Government to review housing 
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grant limits due to the dramatic rise in construction costs�

The Government has consistently called on Members to engage with it and work together to 
help solve the housing crisis.  The Regional Group believes that our motion offers real solutions 
to the Government.  We are not trying to play party politics but only trying to offer real solu-
tions to a very real problem�  I call on all Deputies to fully support our motion�  I look forward 
to working with each and every one of them in order  to find a solution.

The Minister of State has been doing the rounds over the past number of weeks�  He visited 
County Louth last week�  When he hands a family the keys to a house, whether it is a social 
house, council house or whatever, he sees that there is nothing better and it is all families want�  
I do not know what is going on with the Government at present but we should put more empha-
sis on building more houses�  As the Minister of State knows, we have a lot of land in County 
Louth that can be used to build houses�  I welcome that he came to County Louth last week�  I 
hope he spoke to those in the local authorities there and that he will come back again�

06/04/2022WW00200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I thank the Deputies for tabling this motion and the valuable contribu-
tions they have made in the process of doing so�  As set out in A Programme for Government: 
Our Shared Future, the Government believes that everybody should have access to good-qual-
ity housing to purchase or rent at an affordable price, built to a high standard and located close 
to essential services, offering a high quality of life.  We understand that the provision of more 
affordable housing has a profound benefit socially and economically.  We believe the State has 
a fundamental role in enabling the delivery of new homes and ensuring that best use is made 
of existing stock�  I welcome the opportunity to discuss and debate these very important issues�

We have now translated our programme for Government mission, Housing for All, into a 
strategic housing plan for Ireland, which is a radical one that sets out four pathways to a sus-
tainable housing system�  The plan is backed by historic levels of investment in excess of €20 
billion through the Exchequer, the Land Development Agency, LDA, and the Housing Finance 
Agency over the next five years.  The plan provides for an optimal mix of social, affordable and 
private housing for sale and rent�  The plan is underpinned by measures to support availability 
of the land, the workforce, the funding and the capacity to enable the public and private sectors 
to meet targets�

The LDA has an immediate focus on managing the State’s lands to develop new homes, the 
majority of which will be social and affordable homes.  The transfer of State lands to the LDA, 
with potential to produce 15,000 homes, is under way�  Work at two sites, St� Kevin’s Hospital, 
Cork, and Shanganagh Castle, Dublin, will commence this year�  These sites will deliver a total 
of 861 social and affordable homes.  In addition, the LDA recently submitted a planning ap-
plication for 977 social and affordable homes on the Central Mental Hospital site in Dundrum, 
with further planning applications on other sites to be submitted this month�  The LDA has 
also launched Project Tosaigh to accelerate delivery of 5,000 homes on non-State lands where 
planning permission has already been granted but not yet activated. The first delivery stream of 
this LDA initiative to bring privately developed units to market affordably and quickly will be 
launched later this year, targeting schemes in excess of 150 units per development in the greater 
Dublin area, Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford.  The first of those homes, cost rental and 
affordable purchase, should be delivered towards the end of this year.

I thank the Deputies for raising the important issue of vacancy�  As they know, this issue 
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is a priority for the Department and the Government�  It is why one of the four main pillars of 
Housing for All is solely dedicated to this issue�  At a time when supply of homes is a challenge, 
it is clear that every appropriate, available avenue must be exhausted�  Addressing vacancy by 
making the best use of our existing stock is crucial in light of the current housing crisis�  It is 
for those reasons that the Government has developed a multifaceted approach to addressing the 
issue�

We are ensuring that robust, up-to-date data is available to understand the quantity, loca-
tions and characteristics of long-term vacant dwellings and the reasons they are vacant�  The 
most recent figures available from census 2016 indicate there were more than 183,000 vacant 
homes nationwide.  While this is a 20% reduction on figures reported in census 2011 of more 
than 230,000, we are nonetheless still not at a sustainable level for a properly functioning hous-
ing market�  The vacant property tax consideration being pursued by the Department of Finance 
includes the work under way through the current local property tax returns to assess present 
vacancy levels�  This forthcoming new data evidence base will underpin and inform the imple-
mentation of a range of policy initiatives in this area as outlined in Housing for All�

An important area of innovation will be the new Croí Cónaithe towns fund initiative, which 
will be delivered by local authorities�  This funding stream will provide serviced sites for hous-
ing in towns and villages as well as supporting the refurbishment of vacant properties enabling 
people to live in towns and villages�  Other areas include utilising a new local authority-led 
programme to help local authorities buy or compulsorily purchase 2,500 vacant houses in their 
areas that can then be sold on the open market, which will ensure houses are brought back into 
use as homes�

The Derelict Sites Act 1990 confers significant powers upon local authorities, including 
requiring owners or occupiers to take appropriate measures on derelict sites, acquiring derelict 
sites by agreement or compulsorily, and applying a derelict sites levy on sites�  My Department 
is continuing to engage with local authorities on the operation of the vacant site levy pending its 
replacement with the vacant property tax and, in particular, the derelict sites levy, to identify is-
sues and challenges that have arisen in the operation of the two levies to date with the objective 
of improving their effectiveness.  In the meantime, local authorities are encouraged to continue 
to determine the most appropriate use of the legislation within their respective functional areas 
and to ensure more productive and effective enforcement of the provisions of the legislation.

On the legislative front, the fair deal scheme has been reformed to remove disincentives for 
the sale of vacant properties�  Further reforms are being progressed by the Department of Health 
to remove the disincentive to the rental of vacant properties by participants in the fair deal 
scheme, which will be brought forward shortly�  In addition, the Planning and Development Act 
(Exempted Development) Regulations 2022 extends planning regulations that exempt certain 
vacant commercial properties, including over-the-shop spaces, from requiring planning per-
mission for change of use for residential purposes to 2025, and includes vacant public houses 
within the scope of the regulations�

All of the initiatives under Housing for All addressing vacancy will not only support hous-
ing but supply, which will be profoundly positive from a social and sustainability perspective, 
utilising existing space, re-imaging and regenerating vacant properties and cutting down on the 
volume of commuters, leading to cleaner air and less congested urban areas that will ultimately 
provide commuters and communities with greater vibrancy�  Addressing vacancy and the ef-
ficient use of existing stock makes sense on a number of levels and is of major importance to 
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this Government�  Most importantly, addressing vacancy will provide homes to families and, in 
some cases, stock is within our reach�  It is imperative that we do so, even as we roll out record 
levels of new-build social and affordable homes over the coming years.

The reuse of vacant properties will be a key criteria in future funding rounds for the rural 
regeneration and development fund and urban regeneration and development funds�  Utilising 
existing stock, and unlocking the potential for the reactivation of vacant and derelict home 
properties, will breathe new life into towns and villages, boosting schools, the local economy 
and local communities�  Coming at a time when blended working has been accelerated and the 
availability of access to high-quality broadband and remote work spaces is growing daily, such 
incentives as the Croí Cónaithe towns fund are coming at precisely the right time to bolster 
this new approach to work-life in towns and villages�  Addressing vacancy, therefore, remains 
a significant element of Government policy.  When combined with the broader unprecedented 
level of Exchequer investment in housing in respect of €4 billion in multi-annual funding, this 
will have a significant impact on putting the country on a sustainable path.

The Government is acutely aware of the difficulties faced by people in sourcing affordable 
homes to rent and buy.  These difficulties are not unique to Ireland and are experienced in many 
countries across the EU and further afield.  We are taking significant measures that will deliver 
and make a very real difference to affordability and quality of life in the everyday lives of our 
people�  The clearest demonstration of this commitment is the record State investment of €4 
billion that has been allocated to the housing programme for 2022, which is a 20% increase on 
2021�  In 2022, 11,800 social homes will be delivered, including 9,000 new-build homes�  The 
focus of this funding, is, therefore, very much on the delivery of construction of new social 
homes�  However, it is also important that the best use is made of existing vacant stock and 
Housing for All provides the clear pathway to addressing vacancy and efficient use of existing 
stock�  We will realise this potential and opportunity to increase residential development in cit-
ies and towns with a consequent emphasis on amenities and quality of life�

Deputies have made valuable points in the debate�  Through Housing for All, we are ensur-
ing that vacancy is reprioritised�  By the second quarter of this year, each of the 31 local authori-
ties will have a full-time vacant homes officer to ensure that sufficient priority is given to it.  The 
Law Reform Commission is examining the compulsory purchase process and will report on it�

I wish to make a point regarding the zoning of land�  We must get into activation�  We have a 
lot of zoned land already and a large number of vacant houses�  It is activation that we need now�  
People should remember that in 2008 we had enough zoned land in the country to accommodate 
the growth of the population to 10 million�  No one could predict where the infrastructure would 
go�  We were left with a massive problem�  Now we need to focus on the activation of existing 
zoned land�  With the zoned land tax and the land value capture mechanism coming down the 
line, we are telling developers or people sitting on land that if they do not activate it there is a 
massive stick coming down the line�  First, we have to work with the carrot through the Croí 
Cónaithe scheme and providing funds to unlock viability�  We are working hard to try to ensure 
that people have sufficient housing stock ready and waiting for them.

06/04/2022XX00200Deputy Verona Murphy: I am pleased to be associated with today’s motion by the Re-
gional Group on derelict and vacant properties�  I reiterate our thanks to Cáit, our administrator�

On a leisurely walk through any town or city in Ireland one will find many derelict or va-
cant properties�  This is particularly the case in towns and city centres but it is also the position 
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in rural areas�  These properties are owned by someone�  I fully support the rights of people to 
own private property�  However, we need to incentivise people who own a derelict property or 
a vacant site to do something beneficial with it, especially when we have a severe shortage of 
houses and an ever-increasing list of people looking for places to live, and a broken planning 
policy in the way of their ever becoming homeowners�  The motion states that the Dáil recog-
nises that “the overarching goals of housing policy should be affordability, sustainability, equal-
ity and social inclusion”.  Affordability is clearly an issue for many people.  First-time buyers 
are being priced out of the market for various reasons�  One of those reasons is the dreadful 
practice of county councils trying to increase their stock of social housing by competing in the 
market with first-time buyers.  This practice is counterproductive and merely serves to make it 
more difficult for first-time buyers.

The motion also recognises that “Rebuilding Ireland failed to meet its annual target every 
year and was 41,000 units below its overall target”�  Unfortunately, this should really come as 
no surprise to anyone who has been paying attention to the way our planning laws are being 
applied or the way in which certain officials are implementing their own version of these laws.  
In some cases, they are inventing rules of their own�

The  Office of the Planning Regulator’s role in curtailing and putting barriers in the way of 
housing development over a number of years must be highlighted�  What has happened in this 
regard must be corrected before the problem gets worse�  Every barrier put in the way of a house 
being built is just another straw to break the back of the struggling first-time buyer.  I appeal to 
the Minister to take his head out of the sand and deal with the issue�

The motion notes that there are more than 90,000 vacant dwellings across the country�  
Some 22,096 residential addresses have been classified as derelict.  Every year up to 4,500 
people leave behind empty homes when they enter long-term nursing home care, yet just 400 
of these homes are rented out as the fair deal nursing home support scheme charges an older 
person three separate times if they decide to rent out their home�   Government regulation is 
actively discouraging people from renting out their properties�  This is despite the fact that there 
is a rental crisis as a result of over-regulation and bureaucracy�  The bricks and mortar are there 
in many places� 

With those issues and others in mind, we are calling on the Government to do a number of 
things�  We need to provide the resources to regenerate derelict and vacant properties in cities, 
towns, and village as a major priority action and provide first-time buyer grants of €30,000 for 
the refurbishment of vacant and derelict properties as homes�  Stimulating demand for derelict 
houses may encourage people to sell run-down properties they own but are not using�  This is 
especially so in light of the current cost of a new build and the difficulties in getting planning 
permission�   The motion also calls for reform of the fair deal nursing home scheme to remove 
the financial barrier to renting out a property.  This would release vacant family homes across 
our cities, towns, and rural areas for rent�  The fair deal nursing home scheme is a godsend to 
many people who, without it, would struggle to afford appropriate care for their loved ones, but 
it is not perfect�  Thousands of vacant properties lie idle because of the cost and bureaucracy 
associated with renting out a property under the scheme�

In recent days I read with great disappointment a report about a family having to leave a 
Gaeltacht area due to difficulty in getting planning permission.  This happened on Inis Meáin.  
If our planning laws are not made less onerous and restrictive, they will contribute to the death 
of rural Ireland, local parishes, rural GAA clubs and thousands of communities�



6 APRIL 2022

727

06/04/2022XX00300Deputy Cathal Berry: I am delighted to speak on this very important motion on vacant and 
derelict housing�  I pay tribute to Deputy Denis Naughten and our group administrator, Ms Cáit 
Nic Amhlaoibh, who did most of the heavy lifting in preparing the motion�

I very much support the motion�  It provides a comprehensive and detailed blueprint�  I en-
dorse all the recommendations it contains�  I will highlight three proposals in particular�  The 
first is one which the Minister of State highlighted, namely, that the Government should provide 
additional resources to tackle the issue of derelict houses�  I take his point but the case for in-
vestment alone is compelling�  From the Government perspective, it is one of minimum input 
and maximum return�  We are all practising Deputies here�  We are members of a constructive 
Opposition.  We recognise that there are finite resources in the country.  However, every euro 
put into a derelict house will return five times the amount.

Second, expanding the existing local authority home loan scheme is extremely important, 
in particular for those with poor credit ratings or low-income households which do not have 
access to normal banking finance.  Introducing a 0% home retrofit loan scheme is also a key 
component�  The Government should engage with the credit union movement�  Everyone in the 
House will be familiar with the movement.  It is actively seeking greater community financing 
options.  It is totally on board with this.  Any influence the Minister of State can bring to bear 
in respect of that proposal would be greatly appreciated�

The Minister of State appreciates that housing is a very important and emotive political is-
sue in the country at the moment, and for good reason�  If you are not adequately housed, you 
cannot progress professionally or personally�  You are always looking over your shoulder when 
you are precariously housed and you cannot really develop�  It is particularly acute now with the 
influx of Ukrainian refugees, although it is no fault of theirs.  Up to Easter, an expected 30,000 
Ukrainians will have come here�  That imposes a massive problem on top of an existing one�  As 
with most issues and problems, however, the solution is often under our nose�  Vacant and der-
elict housing is a perfect example�  The Minister of State gave a statistic that there were 183,000 
vacant properties nationwide according to the previous census�  That is staggering�  That is six 
years of housing supply if we can get it reactivated and back on the market�  Renovation is the 
cheapest way to build a house in terms of cost and from a carbon perspective�

I will conclude by mentioning a housing crisis within the housing crisis�  The military hous-
ing crisis is especially acute in my constituency, Kildare South�  Its origins are clear�  Some 25 
years ago, our Defence Forces had more personnel�  In the intervening period, successive Gov-
ernment have closed almost half the military installations across the country�  That has caused 
a military housing crisis�

5 o’clock

We now have troops commuting hundreds of kilometres every day and they cannot afford to 
put fuel in their vehicles� It is especially acute in the Curragh Camp�  I am not sure how famil-
iar the Minister of State is with the Curragh but he would be most welcome at any time and I 
would be happy to show him around�  There are more than 50 houses lying derelict in the camp�  
It is completely unacceptable�  They are boarded up�  We are familiar with dereliction in every 
town in Ireland but some of it can be explained as the bank owning the house, or a house being 
in receivership or awaiting probate�  However, these more than 50 houses in the Curragh are 
all publicly owned, which is staggering�  They are owned by the Department of Defence�  The 
Department says it is not its core function to provide housing�  I argue against that�  If its core 
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function is to provide for the defence and security of the country then it is appropriate that it 
looks after military families as well�  To be fair to the Minister of State’s Department, while I 
accept it should be in the lead in responding to the housing crisis, it should not be exclusively 
so�  Every Government Department should play a supporting role and try to address this issue�  
I am not sure what the Minister of State’s own thoughts are on this but there is room here for 
an AHB to go to the Department of Defence and offer to take the houses if the Department is 
happy to offload them and have the housing body provide them to military families on military 
land.  It makes sense as well because it would take military families off the social housing lists 
and free them up for other families based in garrison towns around the country�

  In conclusion, I very much welcome and support this motion�  It is very comprehensive and 
detailed and is a blueprint for addressing the vacant and derelict housing crisis in this country, 
and in turn assists in tackling the larger housing crisis�

06/04/2022YY00200Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I move amendment No� 1:

To delete the following words:

“—    extend the Help to Buy scheme to first-time buyers of second hand and vacant 
properties;”

I thank the Regional Group of Independents for bringing forward this motion�  It is a very 
timely motion�  We in Sinn Féin welcome any opportunity to contribute to a debate about vacant 
homes and how we need to do better on being in a position to return them to use�

GeoDirectory indicates there are around 90,000 vacant properties across the State�  This is 
a scandal�  No-one would come into the House and say anything else other than that this is an 
absolute scandal�  It is evidence the Government schemes have not worked�  Whatever has been 
done to date has not worked and 90,000 vacant properties indicate this�  We must do much bet-
ter in this regard�  We know that when it comes to refurbishing and bringing homes back to life, 
or whatever word you want to put on it, this approach is much more environmentally-friendly 
than building from scratch�  We all know this and need to be conscious of it�  It is also cheaper 
than building from scratch�  I do not understand why more cannot be done�  The Minister of 
State spoke about the need for activation�  There is a real need for activation, that is, for every 
single lever the Government has at its disposal to be pulled�  Every single opportunity to house 
a family that needs a home should be taken�  In our alternative budget, Sinn Féin allocated 20% 
of our public housing target to be delivered via vacant homes�

Sinn Féin broadly supports the motion before us this afternoon�  The amendment we have 
put down is intended to be a friendly one�  We understand the recommendation to extend the 
help-to-buy scheme to second hand and vacant homes is very well-intentioned but we cannot 
support it.  Help-to-buy as it currently stands is inflationary.  It increases house prices.  This is 
clear when you look at the house price inflation taking place across the State.  The latest CSO 
figures show house prices have increased by 14.8%.  Prices in Dublin are rising by 13.3%.  I am 
conscious of how anyone who is struggling to save up to get their first home - I do not use the 
awful phrase “getting onto the property ladder” as it is no more a ladder than I am the man in the 
moon - might feel when hearing of 13�3% rise in prices in Dublin and a 14�8% rise nationally�  
House price inflation is astronomical at this stage.  The Border regions continue to experience 
extreme house price inflation of up to 24.7%.  Extending the help-to-buy scheme will only add 
to these inflationary figures and therefore we cannot support this point.  We also have some 
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concern about the first-time buyer grants of €30,000 for the refurbishment of vacant and derelict 
properties�  Again, I understand the motivation behind this measure but I have concerns about 
how it would work in practice�  How would it be ensured the €30,000 is not just swallowed up 
and then added on to the selling price, which would again crease the people who are trying to 
buy their first homes?  Would this be the maximum amount available?  Would smaller grants be 
available?  How would it be ensured the grants are tailored to households that really need them?  
As I have said, the amendment we have put down is intended to be a friendly one but we have 
some questions and concerns�

I referred to my next point a few minutes ago�  The Minister of State talked about the need 
for activation and in the minute and 20 seconds remaining to me I raise an issue I have raised 
with the senior Minister in the Department, the Tánaiste, the Taoiseach, the Department of 
Health and the HSE�  It is grand for the Minister of State to talk about activation but actually 
doing it would bring into use12 homes in my area that are vitally needed�  There are 12 units 
at the entrance to St� Ita’s Hospital�  They are in the ownership of the HSE and have been va-
cant for some time�  I understand the HSE is amenable to leasing the units to the council for a 
nominal fee�  The council, it appears, is not hostile to developing these 12 units�  I raised this in 
the previous Dáil with the Department of Health so it is perhaps five years since I first raised it.  
It seems no progress can be made�  I urge the Minister of State to look at the St� Ita’s site and 
the potential to bring 12 homes back into use.  It would be significantly cheaper than knocking 
them and rebuilding and there is a real need for housing in my area�  The Minister of State’s De-
partment and the council have discussed the capital assistance scheme, CAS, potentially being 
useful�  That would be a good point to start with but I ask the Minister of State to take a look at 
this and put the word “activation” into active use�

06/04/2022YY00300Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: The number of vacant properties across the State is stagger-
ing�  As this motion from the Regional Group of Independents states, there are 90,000 vacant 
dwellings across the country�  Some of this stock of dwellings could, and should, be used to 
address some of the issues around our housing crisis�

In my home country of Limerick there are 4,000 vacant properties�  These range from dwell-
ings to office buildings that are being allowed to fall into disrepair.  While we have a vacant 
site levy, the collection of it is haphazard�  In response to a parliamentary question I asked in 
January, it was confirmed that in Limerick there was almost €1 million outstanding in vacant 
site levies over a two-year period�  It is extremely disappointing these properties are not made 
available for use�  It is astounding that when they are left vacant there is no urgency to collecting 
the amounts owed�  In contrast, if a council tenant ends up in arrears on his or her rent the local 
council energetically pursues him or her to ensure the owed money is rightly paid�

My office deals daily with people desperate to be housed.  They often live in overcrowded, 
small homes with multiple generations of the family living cheek by jowl�  I am also contacted 
quite frequently by those living adjacent to vacant sites or boarded-up homes�  Disuse of these 
dwellings creates negative conditions for those who live next to them�  In my experience, the 
longer a site is vacant the greater the chance of illegal dumping, vermin infestation and structur-
al damage to the adjacent homes�  It is simply not fair to those living next to them�  Your home 
is your refuge and your safe place and something that, in the main, people take great pride in�

In February I joined the derelict site walking tour of Limerick City�  It was a cross-party, 
non-party event where we visited several vacant sites within the city�  These sites ranged from 
former office buildings to vacant houses and apartments.  One of the locations we visited was 
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the Watergate Flats complex in the heart of the city centre�  This is an apartment complex with 
100 units�  The locals who live there are angry and frustrated and tell me at least six of these 
flats are boarded up and vacant and have been idle for a number of years.  Many are ready to be 
let and are sitting empty�  Across Limerick there are many other dwellings that could be refur-
bished and made available, yet they also remain idle�

National house prices are rising by an average of 7% per year�  Those who allow sites to lie 
vacant are profiting while our people are desperate.  Those who leave properties vacant must be 
pursued vigorously to show the levies owed are collected�

06/04/2022YY00400Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Last month one of the local papers, The Connaught Tribune, re-
ported there were 7,500 vacant properties across Galway�  According to daft�ie there are fewer 
than 150 properties for rent in Galway today�  The Irish Times reported this year that almost 
45,000 properties in the west, north west and midlands are lying empty, although these figures 
are frequently disputed�  Some say they are too high while others say they are too low�  Some 
say that the GeoDirectory database from which these figures are often drawn is not accurate 
enough�  Why, after more than a decade of a housing crisis, can we not say with certainty what 
the figure for vacant properties across this State actually is?  Why do we not have a property 
register for vacant and derelict properties?  It is absolutely remarkable�  I often raise this with 
the local authorities in my area when trying to find out the exact number of vacant properties 
but they find it difficult to tell me.  We have had successive Governments involving Fianna Fáil 
and Fine Gael telling us that housing is their number one priority but no effort has been made 
to gather the data that would actually help us to tackle the problem�

What many people see when they walk through Galway city and towns in the county is 
vacant and derelict sites and they ask why we do not know how many are actually sitting idle�  
The reality is that it helps to maintain an artificial scarcity of supply that keeps prices and rents 
high�  If the Minister really wants to solve the housing crisis, he needs to come to terms with 
vacancy and dereliction.  We all know that the most cost-effective and environmentally friendly 
way to improve housing supply is to start with vacant and derelict properties�  My constituents 
in Galway are constantly asking me about properties that are sitting idle�  They cannot under-
stand why, after more than a decade of a housing crisis, there are still people without homes and 
homes without people�

06/04/2022ZZ00200Deputy Imelda Munster: The housing crisis continues to escalate�  The war in Ukraine and 
the resultant humanitarian crisis has highlighted the state of housing in Ireland yet again�  We 
need to allow for thousands of refugees to come here to seek safety but our housing market is 
an absolute mess�  By Easter weekend, we are expecting the number of arrivals to be between 
26,000 and 32,000�

Fine Gael has been in government for more than ten years, with support from Fianna Fáil 
for six years, and nothing has improved�  Things are getting worse in every aspect of housing, 
including for renters, people who want to buy a home, people on the housing waiting list and 
for those who are homeless�  We also have an unacceptable number of vacant homes across the 
State at an estimated 90,000�  Our rate of vacant properties is among the highest in the devel-
oped world and yet we are in the throes of a major housing emergency�  That, in itself, speaks 
volumes�

There are 86 local authority-owned vacant dwellings in County Louth�  This represents 86 
families who could be housed, with thousands waiting on the housing list�  The Government 
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has had three vacant homes schemes but they have consistently failed to reach their targets�  
Sinn Féin has been calling for long time for a vacant property levy to disincentivise speculative 
vacancy and I am glad the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage is finally on 
board with this�  It is morally wrong, in the middle of a housing crisis, that the Government 
allows property owners to leave homes sitting vacant�  It is unbelievable that this practice has 
been allowed to continue for so long�  Our concern, however, is that the Government may wait 
until budget 2023 to introduce this tax, which could mean that it will not come into practice 
for another year or possibly two�  We need assurances that this tax will be introduced urgently 
and it must be punitive if it is to have any real impact�  However, that will not solve the crisis�  
We need serious State involvement in the building of social and affordable homes for that to 
happen�  Unfortunately the Government is still refusing to do that and the results of that intran-
sigence are plain to see�

06/04/2022ZZ00300Deputy Chris Andrews: Vacant homes are a serious issue around the country but they are 
no less of an issue in the inner city.  The difference is that in the inner city, Dublin City Council 
is responsible for these empty homes�  A short walk from here I could show the Minister ten 
empty flats that are boarded up.  That is ten homes that could house people in homelessness 
or in overcrowded or unsafe conditions.  Dublin City Council flats can be empty for months.  
There needs to be a speedier process to reactivate the flats.  In some cases, flats are empty for 
nearly a year�

Some flats are empty while plans are put in place for regeneration or redevelopment but the 
process of redeveloping flats is tortuously slow and as a consequence, homes are left empty for 
a very long time.  One development that is a five-minute walk from here on Fenian Street is a 
very good example�  The council met residents of St� Andrew’s Court three or four years ago 
and put proposals to them for redevelopment�  It is a big redevelopment plan and while people 
were concerned and anxious about it, generally it was welcomed�  People were happy that pub-
lic housing would be built on public land�  However, the process is absolutely crawling and the 
homes at St. Andrew’s Court have been empty for years.  Approximately 15 flats are just sitting 
there, empty and the project is only at the design team stage�  

Pearse House residents are also facing a regeneration scheme but if it is going to take as 
long as St� Andrew’s Court, it will be a disaster for residents living in the inner city who are 
under huge pressure and in desperate need of housing�  The turnaround of voids also needs to 
be accelerated.  There are five or six voids in Pearse House at the moment.  People who are liv-
ing in horrendous conditions are looking at flats that are boarded up, empty and derelict.  The 
turnaround of voids and the process for the regeneration of flat complexes such as Pearse House 
and St� Andrew’s Court needs to be fast-tracked�  If it is not fast-tracked, it amounts to neglect 
of the residents who are living in accommodation that nobody in 2022 should be expected to 
live in�  It is often said that Pearse House is a beautifully built art deco building and, indeed, 
the architecture is lovely but for people having to live there, it is a sentence�  That is just not ac-
ceptable and it must be changed�  Redevelopment must be fast-tracked�  We cannot have people 
living in substandard accommodation for years and years when the process can be speeded up 
through fast-tracking�

06/04/2022ZZ00400Deputy Martin Kenny: Vacancy and dereliction are serious issues in rural Ireland�  There 
is significant dereliction in every small town.  Houses are lying empty and shops, pubs and 
other business premises in once-thriving communities are dying on their feet because of the 
changes in how people conduct their commerce�  They now shop in big towns and so on�  We 
have a huge problem with that in the private sector and a carrot-and-stick approach is needed 
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to resolve it�  The problem for a lot of the people who own these properties is that they are not 
really assets but liabilities, often inherited, and they do not know what to do with them�  Some-
thing needs to be done to assist people with that particular problem�  The other side of it is that 
there are people who sit on properties and do not, or will not, develop them�  That is also an 
enormous problem�  We must try to get the balance right�  We need to do something that will 
provide housing for people and, in doing so, we will also provide work�  We need to get all of 
this right�  Of course, I recognise that some advancements have been made, particularly with 
the grant aid scheme that is now in place to properly insulate homes, regenerate them and bring 
them back into use�  All of those measures are positive but, unfortunately, people still have to 
get into debt to do it and that is a big issue for a lot of people who own property�

The other side of this relates to the local authorities�  Throughout my constituency in coun-
ties Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim and Roscommon there are issues with empty local authority houses 
and properties�  The local authorities are taking a long time to bring them back into use in order 
that people can live in them again�  Much of that is down to funding and so on�  In the past, local 
authorities had large teams who would carry out that type of work�  When a house became va-
cant, the local authorities had staff to do the work to bring them back into use, but that no longer 
happens�  Currently, properties are placed on a list and a contractor is employed to do the work, 
but a contractor will not be called in to refurbish only one house�  The local authorities wait until 
ten or 15 houses become vacant before employing a contractor, which means a house could lie 
empty for a year or up to two years in some areas�  There needs to be a re-examination of that 
policy.  Some might suggest that the old system was wasteful and that it is more efficient to do 
the work via a contractor, but the length of time houses remain empty dispels that argument�  We 
clearly need to return to a situation where local authorities can employ people directly to do that 
work�  I hope that will be one of the proposals considered in respect of this issue� 

The buy and renew scheme, which allows councils to buy old properties and bring them 
back into use, needs to be rolled out across the board, in particular in our town centres and small 
urban areas and rural towns�  We need to get those types of properties back into use and to get 
people living in town centres again�  That is vital�  If the correct funding is put in place for local 
authorities to do that, it would make a huge difference.  

The vacant homes tax is a measure that is required in a lot of areas to try to get properties 
back into use�  People will sit on and do nothing with them, but if they are incentivised to bring 
them back into use or to move them on or otherwise be hit with a tax bill that would put the 
pressure on�  Everything that can be done to get people homes needs to be done�  As we know, 
thousands of people are coming here from the Ukraine�  They are very welcome�  People here 
are trying to accommodate them in their homes and in other houses, some of which are prop-
erties that have not been used in the past�  There is also a huge problem here with people not 
being able to afford to buy or rent a home or to find a home in any circumstances.  We need to 
recognise that and ensure that we put every effort into providing houses for our people.

06/04/2022AAA00200Deputy Sean Sherlock: I support the motion�  I wish to refer to Question No� 688, which 
I tabled on 5 April to the Minister for Health, in which I asked him if he would report on the 
Housing for All plan for an amended fair deal scheme to remove disincentives for sale and 
rental of vacant properties�  The question was answered by the Minister of State, Deputy Butler�  
It states:

My Department is actively collaborating with the Department of Housing, Local Gov-
ernment and Heritage and other Departments in the development of a mechanism in relation 
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to the rental of vacant properties “in a way that is targeted, equitable, evidence-based and 
provides appropriate safeguards for vulnerable older people”, as committed to in Housing 
for All action 19�8�  Complex policy questions are currently being resolved in order to meet 
these criteria and mitigate the high risks and costs associated with unintended consequenc-
es, with a view to introducing legislation as soon as possible once this is complete�  I expect 
to be in a position to bring legislation forward in the coming months�

When we receive these replies, we try to dig into the language of what they mean�  I take 
some solace that where the Minister states, “I expect to be in a position to bring legislation 
forward in the coming months”, she means what she says in that regard�  There is a legitimate 
expectation on the part of Members and the public that this legislation would be promulgated as 
soon as possible for the simple reason that there are so many houses out there that are vacant as 
a result of people being in nursing homes or participants on an elder care scheme or the nursing 
homes support scheme�  I ask that some urgency be given to that legislation�  The Minister of 
State, Deputy Noonan, in responding to the motion might give us some sense of a timeline for 
when that legislation might be brought before us�

The language used in replies to parliamentary questions is sometimes quite dense�  As out-
lined above, the reply states, “Complex policy questions are currently being resolved in order 
to meet these criteria and mitigate the high risks and costs associated with unintended conse-
quences���”�  I have a sense of what that might mean, but I would prefer clarity on what exactly 
it means and on the stumbling blocks to that happening�  If that hurdle was jumped and the 
legislation was brought before us, it would create a supply line of houses for many people�  That 
seems to be low-hanging fruit�  Within our constituencies, we all see the evidence of vacant 
homes as a result of people being in nursing homes through the nursing homes support scheme�  
If Government could do that one thing as an early win, perhaps before the end of this year, 
it would release a lot of houses for people to live in�  Ultimately, the motion is about getting 
people into houses�  

I agree with the spirit of the motion and the request for urgency�  If the sense of urgency that 
we applied to the Covid response, where we acted collaboratively, was applied to the getting 
the supply of housing in this country sorted, the Government would find itself pushing an open 
door�  It would take a lot of the political heat and rhetoric out of the issue�  It would also take a 
lot of the personalities and the egos out of it�  In terms of some of the egos that have informed 
this debate, it is a little bit unedifying, especially when we are trying to provide housing for 
people who genuinely need it�  If that same sense of urgency was applied to this issue, the Gov-
ernment would be pushing an open door with many Deputies across the House�  If appropriate, 
I would like a specific response to the query that I have raised in respect of the nursing homes 
scenario because that has come up time and again in this motion�  If is an overarching theme of 
this motion�  If we could get a real response to that, we would be very grateful�

As of November 2020, there were 61,880 households on the social housing waiting lists�  
Those are the latest figures we have, but there may be updated figures.  The Minister of State 
and I know that much of our work in constituencies is around advocating for people to access 
local authority housing�  There are unintended consequences of being on a list for those in pri-
vate rented accommodation�  More people are coming to us stating that their rental agreements 
are coming to an end or that their landlord is selling the property�  Many accidental landlords are 
getting out of the market and that is having an untold knock-on effect.  It is not just about a lack 
of housing supply; it is the other stressor that creates within families as a result of not having the 
security or fixity of tenure that was so often a staple of political discourse in this country long 
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before even this House was established.  The idea of fixity of rent and fixity of tenure, security 
and a roof over one’s head are fundamental principles embedded in the Irish psyche�  

I do not want to be negative�  I am trying to be proactive and progressive in seeking to sup-
port the Government when the Government is worthy of support�  I sense from the answer I 
received to my question on the nursing homes support scheme and the already stated policy of 
seeking to let into the market those houses or to provide a supply of houses, is that urgency is 
not there and there are too many technocratic and bureaucratic impediments in the way of doing 
that�  I hope those hurdles can be jumped so that we can release this supply of houses�  There 
needs to be greater urgency�  Every Deputy and Senator across the political divide is solution-
driven and wants to see that supply�  We will do everything we can within our constituencies to 
facilitate that supply�  However, there needs to be a top-down approach�  Arguably, the policy 
is moving too slowly�  I say that respectfully�  Fine Gael has been in government for quite a 
long time�  The Government of which the Labour Party was a part between 2011 and 2016 did 
not have money to build houses�  We had to make stark choices�  At the latter end of 2015 and 
in 2016, we made moneys available for house building but we have not seen the throughput 
of supply since 2016�  It is high time we built more houses in this country and sorted out this 
problem�  The money is there, as are the willingness and impetus to do the work�  We need to 
see greater Government action�

06/04/2022BBB00200Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: I thank the Regional Group for bringing forward this motion, 
which I broadly support�  The motion addresses the relevant issue of vacant properties�  I will 
make one comment on the motion that I mean in a constructive sense�  The motion proposes a 
long list of incentives and measures but it omits other measures that we know from international 
experience are effective in dealing with vacancy, such as a tax on vacant buildings and vacant 
homes that are not put into use�  We also need those sorts of measures�

I am fully aware that many people who own vacant properties do not have the resources, 
wherewithal or finances to renovate, refurbish and retrofit them and so forth.  However, the 
context is that there are almost 10,000 people living in emergency accommodation�  There are 
120,000 people on social housing waiting lists and living in insecure housing assisting pay-
ment, HAP, tenancies�  We cannot tolerate a situation where there are more than 90,000 vacant 
homes in this country�  We must apply a range of measures�  

Every building that is built benefits from public investment in infrastructure and a societal 
investment�  Those buildings cannot be left to lie idle�  They cannot be wasted, year after year�  
There should be more supports in place but if people who own vacant properties do not have the 
means to deal with the issue, the appropriate thing is for them to sell the property in order that 
it can be put into use�  Measures are needed in that regard�  We need to disincentivise holding 
onto vacant buildings�

The GeoDirectory report gives the most up-to-date figures on vacancy.  It said that in quarter 
2 of 2021, there were 92,135 vacant homes�  In addition, there were 22,754 derelict homes and 
28,756 vacant commercial buildings.  These figures are much lower than those from the Central 
Statistics Office, CSO, but they are more up to date.  It is worth noting that the GeoDirectory 
figures only consider homes that no longer accept post as being vacant.  That is how it defines 
vacancy.  It does not separately count apartments in buildings with fewer than five apartments.

Vacancy, as we all know, is a terrible waste�  It sends a terrible message to the thousands 
of people struggling without a home and to those paying high rents who are struggling to keep 
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a home�  Those things have impacts on people’s mental health and on communities and their 
well-being.  It is a problem across Ireland.  It is a significant problem in rural areas but we also 
know from the CSO that 64% of vacant homes, according to the 2016 census, were in urban 
areas�  There is a particular problem with vacancy in town centres�  The Heritage Council, in its 
land use survey, found a vacancy rate in Tralee, for example, of 25%.  The figure for Tipperary 
town was 31%.  These are shockingly high ground-floor vacancy rates.  It is a shocking level 
of wastage�  

Not only do we have a housing crisis, we also have a climate change crisis and we must ad-
dress both�  Addressing vacancy is part of the solution�  There is an urgency to this matter�  I do 
not need to tell the Minister of State because he knows that to be the case�  We have no time to 
wait to address the climate change crisis�  It is now or never, as was stated by the most recent 
report from the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change�  If we do not take urgent ac-
tion now, it will be impossible to limit temperature rises to 1�5°C, which will have catastrophic 
effects.  However, we still do not see urgency from the Government to tackle vacancy.  We 
do not see the vacant homes tax that is needed, and which was needed yesterday�  We have a 
housing crisis and a climate crisis�  We are wasting these vacant buildings containing embodied 
carbon and yet this Government is not bringing in a tax on vacant homes�  Why not?  Where is 
it?  Why has it not been brought in?  How can the Government justify not doing so in the face 
of the climate and housing emergencies?

We know in respect of embodied carbon and the construction industry that 11% of global 
emissions are associated with upfront embodied CO2 emissions from new construction�  That 
is a significant amount of global emissions.  According to the Irish Green Building Council, 
carbon emissions from the construction process in Ireland account for 11% of our annual car-
bon emissions.  That is a sizeable figure.  Some 50 tonnes of carbon emissions can be generated 
when new homes are built, compared to 15 tonnes when existing homes are refurbished�  Ac-
cording to World Habitat, in most houses it can take more than 50 years for operational energy 
use to balance out the emissions created in their construction�  Demolition and construction 
created 8�8 million tonnes of waste in Ireland in 2019, accounting for 63% of the waste gener-
ated, which is a considerable proportion�  Only 6�8% was recycled and very little was reused�  

We know that the most sustainable building is always an existing building�  Despite this, 
we have no regulations regarding embedded carbon in buildings and no definitive plans in that 
regard�  While the Government is bringing forward a welcome Bill on circularity and reuse, it 
includes an incredible exemption for construction and demolition waste so it will not be levied 
if it goes to landfill or incineration.  The Minister of State knows we have a climate crisis.  How 
can he justify those measures and their massive impact on the environment?  Those measures 
also impact people who need housing�  This is not in any way tolerable�

Excellent work is being done by Ms Jude Sherry and Dr� Frank O’Connor in Anois�  Not 
only are they highlighting vacancy and dereliction but they are also highlighting meanwhile use 
and what can be done in that regard�  They have an excellent report on the topic and I recom-
mend that the Minister of State reads it�  In the report, they share good examples of meanwhile 
use from Amsterdam, Glasgow, Denmark, Italy and other countries, and they outline how im-
portant that is to reduce vacancy, to get life back into town centres and to provide space for 
the arts, culture and communities�  They point out, quite correctly, that it was a meanwhile use 
approach that made Temple Bar take off years ago and put vibrancy back into the area.

We have an issue with ground-floor vacancy in newer developments, those built over the 
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past ten to 15 years�  There has been a lack of action in that regard�  Those vacant properties 
need to be brought into meanwhile use to bring life back into those areas�  We need to be look-
ing at the good example of Scotland where the town centre empty homes project is a hybrid of 
grants and loans that brings vacant buildings back into use for affordable housing, either to rent 
or buy�  The incentives around vacancy introduced by this Government are not fully aligned 
with affordability like they are in Scotland.

We urgently need the vacant homes tax now�  We need the Derelict Sites Act and compulso-
ry purchase order powers to be used to their full extent�  We also need to bring in measures such 
as compulsory sales orders and compulsory rental orders in order that all our stock is brought 
into full use to address our housing crisis�

06/04/2022BBB00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I thank the Regional Group for bringing forward this mo-
tion on an incredibly important subject, that is, the frankly scandalous situation around vacant 
and derelict properties and vacant sites that could be used to address the severe and disastrous 
housing and homelessness crisis we are facing�  We support the vast majority of measures that 
the motion proposes�  There are a couple of things with which we disagree but we do not always 
agree on everything�

06/04/2022BBB00400Deputy Denis Naughten: We usually agree on most things�

06/04/2022BBB00500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: We overwhelmingly agree that there needs to be radical 
new emergency actions to get vacant and derelict properties and vacant sites back into use to 
address the housing crisis.  The Government has singularly failed in its efforts to do that to date.  
Now, a crisis that has existed for nearly a decade, which we have not addressed, of housing 
and homelessness is being compounded by our need to show solidarity with people fleeing the 
bloody war in Ukraine, which we absolutely must do�  Now has to be the moment to do things 
that are unprecedented�  Those measures have to solve the accommodation crisis, both for those 
affected by the ongoing housing emergency and homelessness crisis and the people fleeing 
Ukraine�  Unless we address the issue of vacant and derelict property in a seriously radical way, 
we are not going to be able to do that in the necessary timeframe�

It is important for us to remember the human side of this and why it is so urgent�  This is an 
email I got in the last couple of days but I could read out dozens and dozens just from the last 
week or two�  It states:

I am a public servant in the HSE�  I ended up homeless, sleeping in my car�  I got zero 
help from my county council�  [I will not name the council or the employer so we do not 
identify the worker but it was a rural county council�]  None�  What happened to make me 
homeless was I had two deaths in my family�  I left the family home and ended up paying 
all my wages for a while in a hotel and getting loans to stay in hotels�  I ended up in severe 
money debt and had to sleep in my car�  Not one ounce of help from the council�  They knew 
I was sleeping in my car�  I was going to work�  I begged the council to help me�  Nothing�  
I begged them to pay some for the hotel�  I did not even get a reply to that�  It is disgusting 
what is going on here�  I am now living in a shed with no washing machine or cooker�  It is 
damp, with rodents�  I am public servant in the HSE so God help anybody who has no job�

This week, I am dealing with the case of another healthcare worker who works in a Dublin 
hospital�  His wife cries to me on the phone as she sits in a park with her three kids while her 
husband is doing 12-hour shifts in a Dublin hospital, where he has worked throughout Covid�  



6 APRIL 2022

737

There is nothing for them�  Their kids go to school in Shankill and Ballybrack and they were 
told to go to a place in Kilmainham, on the South Circular Road�  That is all that was available 
to them�  A council worker in my area is sleeping in his car�  Another family are sleeping in a 
shed in a relative’s back garden�  I could go on�

Simultaneously, as I have been highlighting for the last four years, right across from my 
office there are 15 empty apartments in the hands of a vulture fund, which is trying to evict the 
five remaining tenants.  They have been empty for two years.  That is allowed to happen.  I 
have told three or four Governments, at this stage, that we need to do something about this�  The 
State should have the power to take those apartments and house the people who need them�  A 
few years ago we highlighted a derelict site at the end of York Road, near Dún Laoghaire�  It 
has been sitting there for years, derelict�  Dozens of houses could be put on it�  The owners now 
owe €140,000�  That is only because we highlighted it and it was put on the vacant sites register�  
They owe €140,000, which they have not paid�  The amount that has been paid for the 91,000 
vacant sites all across the country is pitiful�  We are not collecting this money�  Recently, be-
cause we highlighted this, the owners of the site fixed the place up a bit and put in for planning 
permission�  However, we discovered the company that owns it is registered in the Caribbean�  
They are only fixing it up and applying for planning permission in order to stave off action over 
its dereliction.  This stuff is going on everywhere.  Our main street in Dún Laoghaire is littered 
with empty buildings�  Some are in private hands and some are in public hands�  There is a place 
called Kelly’s Hotel on George’s Place in Dún Laoghaire which, just as it sounds like, used to 
be a hotel�  It is owned by the council and has been sitting there for as long as I can remember - a 
decade, at least�  We need a women’s refuge�  We need places for the homeless families in sheds 
and those being sent to the other side of the city and it is sitting there empty in public hands�  I 
could go on�

This has to stop�  This is the moment to take emergency measures, and that means short-
circuiting property rights�  Let us call a spade a spade�  This cannot be allowed to stand�  We do 
not even need a referendum to make this happen because the Constitution allows for the com-
mon good to override property rights and the common good is clearly served by ending the utter 
scandal of workers and families and kids in sheds, sleeping in cars, or being sent to emergency 
accommodation on the other side of the city where they could not possibly hope to get their 
kids to school in the morning�  We passed a referendum on children’s rights and we are doing 
this to kids�  More than 2,000 kids are homeless, and the number is rising again�  Their rights 
surely override the rights of speculators to sit on empty property, or vulture funds in the case of 
St� Helen’s Court, or the rights of owners of derelict buildings�  Dunnes Stores owns a site right 
in the middle of Dún Laoghaire that has been derelict for years�  It is an absolute scandal�  We 
need action�  The State should be able to say to the owners of these sites that if they do not have 
a good excuse for something being derelict or vacant for more than six months, it will take it off 
them�  It can then refurbish them and put people who need housing and have a right to it, whose 
rights are being abused and breached by not being provided with as basic a thing as a secure 
roof over their heads, into those properties�  I do not know how any people can call themselves 
a government if they cannot do that for people when the physical properties and sites are there�  
We do not even count the derelict ones�  In the census currently being conducted, and in the 
previous one, we did not even count the derelict sites�  We need teams to be sent out from every 
local authority across the country to count these sites�  We must insist they are brought back into 
use regardless of the impact on the property owners�

06/04/2022CCC00200Deputy Michael Collins: The number of vacant dwellings in Ireland stood at 90,158 last 
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year, according to the residential building report�  The housing situation in Ireland has been at 
crisis point for too many years.  We need a different plan and a different strategy that actually 
works.  Every single day, my office is blinded by the number of people being made homeless 
and the number living in squalor�  My clinics, which are held on every Friday and Saturday, are 
bombarded with people looking for homes�  I sometimes have up to 50 house queries a week, 
many of them from people facing homelessness�

There are also huge difficulties when people build on a greenfield site.  I know a young 
family in west Cork with a very sick child�  They have moved into their lovely new home but 
are waiting since last December for a postcode�  Such codology�  They cannot get a phone or 
broadband because they have not got a postcode�  Imagine moving into a new home and waiting 
months for that�  They are now being told it could be May before they get a postcode�  In the 
name of God, anyone can go on Google Maps, get the co-ordinates, put them into a computer 
and send out the Eircode postcode�  It should be given automatically once planning is granted�  
The fact that this is stopping people getting a phone connection is beyond a farce�

That is only the start of the problems with planning�  People are being turned down left, 
right and centre for the most ridiculous reasons�  I do not have time to go through them all but 
sometimes I think there is a negative mindset among the authorities, totally opposed to giving a 
start to any young person who applies for planning permission in rural Ireland�  I went out to see 
a site in west Cork last weekend that was going to be refused planning permission�  The applica-
tion was withdrawn before it was refused�  One of the reports said it only had 170 m viewing 
left and right�  I walked 250 m both sides and there was still another 150 m so I do not know 
what is going on with the planning authority making a decision like that�  This was a young man 
trying to get his life up and running and he cannot do that.  The irony of it is that it is affecting 
the people who have moved to rural Ireland to revive the communities there� 

06/04/2022CCC00300Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I sincerely thank the Regional Group for this excellent mo-
tion�  The simple fact is that this problem is becoming more and more serious as the days and 
weeks go by�  Of course, the Ukrainian people are most welcome here in their time of need but 
this compounds the problems and difficulties we have in trying to take care of and cater for 
everybody�  I really believe there is one thing we have to do�  Every town in every county had 
small building contractors and bigger contractors in recent decades�  Now we are living in a so-
ciety where, if a politician, including a Minister, was seen to be talking to “contractors” it would 
be outrageous and people would be questioning it�  Of course we should be talking to them 
and we should all be standing up here on a Tuesday talking about how we met developers and 
contractors, be they big, small or medium-sized, who are looking to build homes�  These people 
provide local employment and they will start providing us with much-needed housing�  The 
whole system seems to be that if you are labelled as a builder or contractor that is something 
bad�  It is not bad�  Bad things happened over the decades but that was not everybody�  The vast 
majority of building contractors in Ireland were fine and respectable people in our communities.  
Unfortunately they are gone now and they cannot get access to money to build houses�  They 
cannot get planning permission to build houses or zoned land to build them on�  These are the 
difficulties we have to get around and we have to shake off the idea that politicians cannot work 
with builders�  Of course we can and of course we should�

06/04/2022DDD00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: I also want to thank the Regional Group for bringing forward 
this timely and long overdue debate.  We are talking about different incentives to take over 
shops and return them to high-street trading�  Tipperary town was mentioned earlier and every 
town and village is suffering from a lack of regeneration.  Two things will happen if we get a 
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shop that has been closed for years opened or get people living in it�  We will get a living town 
back and footfall will be brought to the shops that are trying to survive there�  I hear people on 
the left talking about this rule and that rule and about a right to a home�  There is a right to a 
home but we cannot seize people’s property�  We complain about what is going on in Russia and 
different places but we must make haste slowly and do the things we can do.

We must stop the blockages in planning�  A huge issue is that An Bord Pleanála has no statu-
tory requirement for when a case might be assessed and the Minister of State must address this�  
It gives a date at first but once that date has been passed, there is no statutory obligation for 
when it must make a decision�  I have a number of cases in my county that are waiting on An 
Bord Pleanála and there is a huge backlog�

Ní neart go cur le chéile and we must work on this together�  We must stop this knee-jerk re-
action whereby people think they can take over someone’s home and decide that because it is a 
constitutional right we can do a bypass and not have a referendum on this�  People worked hard 
to build, buy and achieve their houses�  We need more houses built but then the same people are 
objecting to houses being built as well�  They want jam on both sides of their bread�  We must 
have a meaningful and worthwhile debate on this and cut out the blockages�  We should allow 
people in the country to build if they have the wherewithal and the site to do so and if they are 
able to get a loan or get funding or if they have their own funds because the banks are not help-
ing�  There are a lot of blockages but a lot of hot air is being spoken here as well�

06/04/2022DDD00300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I have been a building contractor all of my life and I have 
always been in the buildings, which has given me the life I have had, working with others to 
build homes for people for the future.  When I was in the county council I saw first-hand how 
the Government put in regulation after regulation to stop people building houses in rural areas�  
The charge for any house built in rural areas outside the towns and villages is worked out by 
square foot�  Down at the bottom of that price is stated what one is paying for, including the 
local library, the footpaths, roads and lighting, none of which apply to a person living in a rural 
area�  That is still included to show what is being paid for�  The minimum cost for building a 
house in a rural area in planning permission fees is about €5,000 for an average-sized house�  
That money is going to the Government for footpaths, lights and libraries�  The Government has 
closed down all those amenities and taken them away from us but it is charging us for them in 
local authority fees�  How laughable is that?  The Government is talking about building houses�  
These are the people who are not putting their names on the housing lists; these are people who 
want to build their own houses, put in septic tanks on their land and build with their own money 
that they will borrow up to the hilt for.  All the Government can do is put figures in front of them 
to prevent them from building houses for themselves�  These are the houses the Government 
cannot supply.  What does the Government do?  It taxes us out of existence and finds another 
way to put another charge on the people of this country and it gives us nothing in return�

06/04/2022DDD00400Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: On a point of order, I want to apologise�  At the beginning I 
should have declared an interest in this issue�  I should have done that before I spoke so I am 
sorry for that�  I want to correct that�

06/04/2022DDD00500Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I forgive the Deputy�

06/04/2022DDD00600Deputy Thomas Pringle: I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to this debate�  I 
have long been speaking about the devastating effects of dereliction and vacant housing on our 
towns and cities and the potential they hold in addressing the devastating housing crisis in this 
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country�  I have, in the past, called for a public housing programme led by local authorities, 
with a view to addressing dereliction and vacant housing, and I wish to call for this again�  In 
my constituency of Donegal, 7,700 houses are vacant�  That is about 10% of the overall housing 
stock in the county, which is a shocking percentage�  At the same time, there are 2,646 families 
on the housing list in the county�  If we were to truly and properly invest in vacant housing we 
would be able to house those families almost three times over�  It seems like the most logical 
solution to the problem, yet this Government fails to take necessary action on it�  Instead it does 
nothing to address the long housing lists or to address the fact that both the housing and rental 
markets have spiralled completely out of control�  It will also do nothing about the fact that as of 
February of this year, 2,667 children in this country were in emergency accommodation�  This 
is something that should cause us great shame and that should drive us to immediate action�  It 
should not paralyse us into complete inaction and uselessness, which seems to be the effect it 
has had on the three Government parties

�  Something needs to change�  We need to move away from failed Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil 
housing policies�  A new approach is needed fast�  We need the introduction of at least a 10% 
tax on vacant and derelict properties and the Derelict Sites Act 1990 should be used properly to 
activate vacant or unused sites around the country�  One of the problems is that most property 
owned in towns and villages around the country is owned by people with no tax liabilities�  
There is a constant focus on tax breaks in order to encourage the development of these proper-
ties but this completely fails because they are all owned by elderly people who do not have a 
tax liability and who will not benefit from them in the first place.  The derelict sites levy and the 
Derelict Sites Act 1990 are woefully underused and have clearly not been effective.

At the beginning of the year it was revealed that almost €20 million in vacant and derelict 
site levies owed to Dublin City Council remained outstanding�  This is an incredible amount 
and it demonstrates the amount owed in Dublin alone�  Can the Minister of State imagine how 
much would be owed nationwide?  This is especially because the total number of vacant prop-
erties in the northern and western region amounted to more than 44,000 properties, with an 
incredible 72% of towns and villages in this region recording a residential vacancy rate above 
the national average�  In County Donegal in 2020, Bundoran, Ballybofey, Stranorlar, Donegal 
town, Glenties, Killybegs and Letterkenny all recorded above-average residential vacancy and 
dereliction rates, with a total of 366 residential dwellings classified as either vacant or derelict 
in Letterkenny alone�

This just shows how ineffective the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and the derelict sites levy have 
been and far more needs to be done to address this�  In the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage’s Housing for All plan, there were suggestions that there may be a vacant 
property tax in the future�  This housing crisis cannot wait�  We cannot continue to kick the can 
down the road in the hope that one day, things will get better when we have been given every 
indication that things will only get worse�  It is time to take decisive action on this untapped 
supply of housing�  Drastic measures are needed�  The Government’s wishy-washy Housing for 
All promises are not enough�  A vacant property tax must be introduced and must include all 
property, including commercial property�  As Dr� Rory Hearne has stated:

Policy half-measures will not suffice ...  Owners of derelict and vacant property can no 
longer be allowed to leave it unused�  Use it, or lose it�

That is his mantra�  Once again the public seem to be far ahead of the Government on this 
one�  It is time that their calls were listened to and that the hidden dereliction crisis is addressed�  
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We can no longer justify such high levels of homelessness and hidden homelessness while 
thousands of houses lie empty�

06/04/2022DDD00700Deputy Marian Harkin: I thank the Regional Group for bringing forward this well-
thought-out and comprehensive motion, which outlines a series of proposals to utilise the many 
vacant and derelict properties throughout the country�

6 o’clock

In my opinion, the proposals outlined here are reasonable, practical and could be imple-
mented in a timely manner�  I believe the Government will not oppose this motion, but as so 
many Deputies have said, we need urgent action�  We are all aware of the extent of the housing 
crisis�  While the Government tells us about its Housing for All plan and how it is being rolled 
out, people are at the end of their tether.  There is huge pressure to find a place to live, to rent 
or to buy�  It is crisis across the entire country�  We need other actions parallel to Housing for 
All that can be implemented immediately and that will deliver accommodation in the short and 
medium term.  I strongly support the proposal to introduce 0% long-term loans for retrofitting 
homes�  The proposal that repayments be made through utility companies based on energy sav-
ings, to include microgeneration technologies, is good and should be investigated�

  As I said, this motion is comprehensive and encompasses the fact that the homes that we 
renovate, build, supply and so on should be fully retrofitted.  While retrofitting grants are avail-
able for some homeowners, many will still have to take out loans to retrofit their homes.  That 
can be a significant cost at the best of times, but since it is highly likely that interest rates will 
rise, that will deter people from borrowing to retrofit.  Energy-saving homes are an essential 
component in cutting our emissions and our reliance on fossil fuels�  They are a necessity, not 
a luxury�  Innovative proposals such as interest free loans should be given full consideration 
by the relevant Ministers and action should be taken on foot of that�  The idea of taking credit 
unions on board to deliver these interest-free loans should be examined, because we know 
credit unions have money to lend and want to play their part in assisting people to either build, 
renovate or retrofit their homes.

  As the Minister of State knows, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly published 
a regional vacancy and dereliction analysis in January this year�  It is a valuable resource for 
policy development, since it gives the baseline figures.  We know where the vacant and derelict 
properties are�  This facilitates planning at local and regional level�  The national vacancy and 
dereliction rate for residential properties in 2020 was 4�9% in Ireland�  It is 10% in County 
Sligo, 14% in Roscommon, 10% in Donegal and 16% in Leitrim�  The renovation of derelict 
and vacant homes has huge potential to reinvigorate and renew many of the towns and villages 
across the north west�  It would bring them back to life�

  If the Minister of State implemented some of the recommendations in this motion, it would 
be a game changer for many towns in my constituency, especially those towns with residential 
vacancy rates at or above 10%, including Bundoran, Ballyshannon, Ballinamore, Dromahair, 
Drumshanbo, Mohill, Ballysadare, Ballymote and Boyle�

06/04/2022EEE00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I call the Minister of State�

06/04/2022EEE00300Deputy Marian Harkin: This motion contains some good proposals�  Will the Minister of 
State please tell us he will take some on board?
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06/04/2022EEE00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I will try to respond to some of the points raised�  I agree with 
Deputy Berry about the Curragh camp�  I have written to the Minister for Defence on this�  As 
a demonstration project, it could deliver sustainable housing for the Curragh, and the plans 
are important�  Deputy Chris Andrews and I have spoken before about the redevelopment of 
the Dublin city flats, which are important from the point of view of housing and heritage, and 
should be repurposed�  Deputy Kenny raised Housing for All and a number of members raised 
the retrofit programme.  It is the most ambitious retrofit programme in the history of the State 
and Housing for All is the most ambitious housing programme.  Specifically on the question 
raised by Deputy Sherlock about the fair deal scheme, the Minister for Health will introduce 
legislation to reform and to remove the disincentives to renting those properties in the second 
quarter of this year�

Deputy O’Callaghan raised some interesting points about town centres, the Heritage Coun-
cil and the collaborative town centre health check, which I think is a vital component of gather-
ing data to see what we need, where empty properties are, and how they could be repurposed�  
He mentioned Tipperary town and Tralee, both of which have gone through collaborative town 
centre health check programmes�  Climate resilience and walkable, cycleable town centres are 
what we are trying to receive�  This is not just housing policy in isolation or policy about va-
cancies in isolation, but is about creating liveable urban centres�  The issue of the Irish Green 
Building Council and the use of GGBS cement will be included in a green procurement policy 
and brought forward by Government�  A number of Members have referred to the housing crisis 
and to Ukraine�  The Government is committed to addressing it all�  It is challenging and we 
have hit the ground running in trying to address them�

A number of Members have raised the issue of living above shops�  The Minister, Deputy 
O’Brien, has brought in measures related to that�  Many of these premises will not go back into 
retail use and should be considered for bringing into full occupancy�  We should consider that 
for our town centres�  There were references to construction workers, builders and tradespeople, 
which need to be addressed�  Regarding rural housing, clustered housing and constructed wet-
lands should be considered to deal with water and wastewater infrastructure�

I thank Members for their contributions�  As the Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, stat-
ed at the outset, to give the issue the attention it deserves would take more time than is available 
to us this evening, so actions will have to speak louder than words�  I welcome the opportunity 
this has given Deputies to discuss a sustainable housing market and the significant contribu-
tion that recovering vacant and derelict properties makes to underpinning a sustainable housing 
market.  The high cost and affordability of housing, and the challenges it presents for people and 
families including the wider economy is fully acknowledged by Government�  That is why we 
developed and published Housing for All, the Government’s housing plan for Ireland, which is 
a radical one that sets out four pathways to a sustainable housing system�  I remain convinced 
that Housing for All provides the firm pathways for transforming Ireland’s housing delivery.

This Government believes that everybody should have access to good quality housing to 
purchase or rent at an affordable price, built to a high standard, and located close to essential 
services, offering a high quality of life.  The programme for Government, Our Shared Future, 
has been given impetus by the clear plan of action under Housing for All�  Supply pipeline in-
dicators, including commencements, are strong and give confidence that the overall targets for 
delivery of homes will be met and likely exceeded�  There were 20,433 new home completions 
in 2021, despite the Covid restrictions imposed on the sector in the early part of the year�  Com-
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mencement notices for almost 4,200 new homes have been received in the first two months of 
2022�  In the 12 months to February 2022, commencement notices for 33,006 new homes were 
received.  This is the highest rolling 12-month total since comparable data was first published.

The number of homes granted planning permission in 2021 was 42,991, representing a four-
fold increase on 2011 and indicating a strong housing supply pipeline�  There are also positive 
developments on the capacity of the sector to deliver the targets set out in Housing for All�  Em-
ployment in the sector is very close to pre-pandemic levels, construction apprenticeship regis-
trations are increasing, and the future building initiative to address construction sector capacity 
issues by matching vacancies to jobseekers, as well as an international recruitment campaign, 
in conjunction with industry, is under way�

The Government is mindful that it is clear that there are challenges ahead, with the war in 
Ukraine leading to a number of risks.  It has led to significant inflationary pressures, supply 
chain disruption and instability, all of which pose challenges in delivering the plan� In addition, 
our commitment to welcome those fleeing Ukraine leads to an immediate need for accommoda-
tion and a longer-term requirement for additional housing�  Against this backdrop, the delivery 
of Housing for All at scale and pace is now more important than ever�

As already discussed, many areas of cities and towns and villages of all sizes face the blight 
of vacant properties, which, if brought back into use, could add real vibrancy to towns of all 
sizes around the country, and new accommodation in both urban and rural areas�  There is a real 
opportunity to increase residential development in cities and town centres, with a consequent 
emphasis on amenities and quality of life�  We are ensuring the houses we already have are 
being fully used at a time of such high housing need�   The Government does not want to see 
habitable properties lying idle while people are homeless or living in unsuitable accommoda-
tion�  There has been good progress on a number of fronts in advancing actions in this pathway, 
particularly with the launch of the town centre first, TCF, policy in February, which provides a 
co-ordinated whole-of-government policy framework to proactively address the decline in the 
health of towns across Ireland and to support measures to regenerate and revitalise them�  Un-
der the TCF approach, there will be a preparation of town centre plans to identify challenges, 
actions and integrated responses across a number of themes, including business, commercial, 
community, cultural, housing, built environment and heritage�  The plans will be action- and 
project-oriented in nature and will assist towns in accessing a range of future funding pro-
grammes available for urban regeneration across a number of Departments and Government 
agencies�

Town regeneration officers will lead dedicated town centre first implementation at local lev-
el, including support local town teams in the preparation of the TCF plan, assisted by the wider 
local authority�  The Department of Rural and Community Development has provided funding 
of €2 million for this purpose.  In addition, a national town centre first office will be established 
shortly within the Local Government Management Agency, LGMA, to drive TCF actions and 
co-ordinate stakeholder engagement at national level and across the local government sector�  
This will include the collaborative town centre health checks that I have referenced, which will 
be critically important in gathering that data and building capacity within the town teams�  A 
national oversight and advisory group, which is composed of representation from local govern-
ment and Government Departments, agencies and wider expert representation will also link 
with town teams to provide feedback loop on the progression of the overall programme�  A 
number of pathfinder towns will be identified nationally to act as priority demonstrators of the 
TCF approach.  They will be assisted by the TCF national office.
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The Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, highlighted the broad suite of measures in Hous-
ing for All aimed at addressing vacancy in a co-ordinated, robust manner�  It is also important 
to draw attention to other crucial initiatives in tackling vacancy under Housing For All, namely, 
the repair-and-leasing scheme and the buy-and-renew scheme, which work in tandem�  In addi-
tion to providing social housing, the schemes involve additional benefits in terms of regenera-
tion, employment and investment in local areas�

The repair and leasing scheme assists private property owners, local authorities and ap-
proved housing bodies in utilising existing vacant housing stock throughout the country for 
social housing�  The scheme provides upfront funding for any works necessary to bring the 
property up to a required standard�  In return, the property owner agrees to leasing the dwelling 
to the local authority to be used for social housing for a period of five to 25 years.  The cost of 
the repairs is to be repaid by the property owner by offsetting it against rent.  Funding under the 
repair and leasing scheme is targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or access 
funding that is needed to bring the properties up to a required standard for rental property�  The 
maximum cost of repairs allowable under the scheme is €60,000, which was increased from 
€40,000 in November 2020�  A total of 279 units have been brought into use under the repair 
and leasing scheme from 2017 to 2021�  The 2022 allocation is €12 million for the repair and 
leasing scheme�

In a situation where leasing is not an option that the homeowner is willing to pursue, the 
buy-and-renew scheme supports local authorities to purchase, acquire, remediate or renew va-
cant properties that are in need of repair and to make them available for social housing use�  
Consequently, the scheme is particularly focused on older vacant homes to help tackle the prob-
lem of dereliction and to improve the appearance of the built environment in the community�  
Some 735 homes have been delivered through this scheme for social housing purposes since its 
introduction in 2016�

I again thank all the Deputies for their contributions�  This has been a worthwhile debate�  I 
reiterate the Government’s commitment to tackling the issue of vacancy through Housing for 
All and the other measures I have outlined�

06/04/2022FFF00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We will go back to the Regional Group and an Teachta De-
nis Naughten to conclude�

06/04/2022FFF00300Deputy Denis Naughten: I thank Deputies on all sides for their contributions and for their 
support for the principles behind this motion�  In particular, I thank Ms Cáit Nic Amhlaoibh, 
who assisted us with the drafting of the motion and the research relating to it�

There is something fundamentally wrong in a country that is in the middle of a housing cri-
sis - which has got far worse in recent weeks - and in which there are 90,000 vacant homes�  The 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly has identified 44,905 residential and commercial 
premises that are empty in the five Connacht counties and the three Border counties of Done-
gal, Cavan and Monaghan�  This is one third higher than Ireland’s total national annual housing 
requirement of 33,000 homes�  There are whole streets in our towns and villages that have not 
had a football kicked in them for a generation�  Some 40% of the vacant homes in the country 
are located in these eight counties�  Many of them are vacant family homes, are close to schools 
and services and have 1,000 Mbps high-speed broadband outside the front door�  The housing 
crisis is not just about the lack of houses; it is about the failure to have empty homes occupied 
by families, especially those in our towns and villages�  In fact, if these homes were occupied, 
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it would have an immediate dividend to the State, to rural Ireland and to homeless families�  
Frustratingly, I have been making this point for years�  Thankfully, the Minister, Deputy Dar-
ragh O’Brien, has listened to the arguments that I put forward and the Government has taken 
my suggestions on board�

An entire section of the Housing for All strategy is focused on how we can bring families 
back into empty houses�  However, the strategy was published last September and we are still 
waiting for its implementation�  The Minister of State pointed out that the TCF strategy is going 
to help to develop this�  However, there is no point me going to my clinic on Friday morning 
and talking to a family who have become homeless again and telling them that the Government 
has another plan, namely, the TCF plan�  Plans are no good�  We need to see action�

I will give a practical example�  In County Roscommon, we have the perverse situation 
whereby we have a vacancy rate of 14%�  There are 4,090 vacant homes in County Roscom-
mon�  There are just 12 homes for rent and 334 for sale�  As a result, we have a housing crisis in 
the county�  We have had families living in emergency accommodation because there is no door 
that they can go into�  Yet, we have over 4,000 vacant homes in our county�  Local auctioneers 
have waiting lists for people for rental accommodation or for those who want to buy houses in 
Roscommon�  In east Galway, the situation is even worse because the demand is much higher 
and because our local villages there do not even have wastewater facilities�

The Minister of State is talking about using wetlands to deal with wastewater�  We have wet 
streets because the raw sewage is flowing down some of the streets in east Galway at the mo-
ment and that is the situation that we are dealing with on the ground�  We need to bring vacant 
and derelict properties back into the housing stock�  This needs to happen immediately because 
it is an untapped supply of housing.  It is there to be retrofitted and it is there to be refurbished.  
In many instances, the owners need innovative supports to take on these projects�

We have proposed in this motion that the help-to-buy scheme would make available €30,000 
to help with the refurbishment of some of these empty homes�  The Government is paying, on 
average, €31,000 to provide a serviced site here in Dublin, to develop privately owned land to 
ensure that it is opened up for development�  This is a worthy initiative but if we are prepared 
to pay €31,000 to try to develop land in Dublin, why would we not pay something to open up 
derelict houses across rural Ireland?

The Minister mentioned the local authority repair-and-leasing scheme�  That scheme is 
worthless in our part of the country�  I say this because you have to have a social housing test 
under the scheme�  There has to be a demand for social housing in the particular area before 
the local authority can use that scheme�  The reality is that we have a housing crisis across the 
country�  We have 44,000 houses in my neck of the woods and they are not going in under the 
repair and leasing scheme because there are not people in the village of Ahascragh looking for 
housing at the moment, or in the village of Caltra or in Ballintober�  Yet, we have vacant houses 
there�  We have people who are prepared to go in under that scheme�  We need to have more 
flexibility in relation to it.  If someone on the social housing list does not want to go into those 
villages, I can guarantee that there are many families here in Dublin who would be quite willing 
to relocate to rural Ireland if they were to be guaranteed a fixed rental charge for the next five 
years in the relevant community�  This would release a house that can provide social housing 
for a family here in Dublin�

We need innovative thinking rather than the current rules and regulations that are in place�  
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We also need to look at clustered housing, particularly for older people�  Many older people are 
living in houses that are totally inappropriate for them in terms of the bedrooms and bathrooms 
located upstairs�  They would like to be able to move into locations closer to town centres where 
they could have access to facilities�  We need to provide high-quality, specialist, age-appropriate 
housing for older people close to existing communities and promote vibrant retirement within 
those communities in order that older people can enjoy healthier and longer active retirements�  
One thing critical to that is security of tenure�  The Government is not going to get an older 
person to sell his or her family home and move into long-term rental accommodation unless 
that person knows he or she can actually afford it and that the rent will not be hiked up, as has 
happened in many of those facilities throughout the country in recent years�  There is a respon-
sibility on the Government to provide clarity for people in respect of that matter�

It is not just older people, however�  We need to do this right across our housing stock�  This 
is not a problem that is unique or new to Ireland�  In fact, as the Ceann Comhairle will know, 
we had very same problem in the 1990s in terms of agricultural land�  Back then, all of our 
land was leased on an 11-month basis�  Today, approximately half of all leases relating to ag-
ricultural land are for durations of more than five years.  Some of them are for up to 15 years.  
In agriculture, the taxation system has been reformed to incentivise long-term leasing of land 
for the public good�  Now surely, if we can accommodate cattle, we must be able in a housing 
emergency to accommodate children under a similar scheme by actually providing security of 
tenure in terms of housing right across the country�  I am not talking about giving an incentive 
to big landlords�  They are doing very well with the current incentives�  I am talking about ac-
cidental landlords with one or two houses who could lease out a house to a family for a five-, 
ten- or 15-year period�  There would be an in-built incentive for the landlord because he or she 
is guaranteed income coming in over that period and it provides security of tenure for families�

The single biggest problem I have in my constituency with homelessness is people being 
made homeless because of an eviction notice being issued to them�  Now, if there are 12 houses 
in County Roscommon when there are 4,000 vacant homes in the county, surely, there is some-
thing fundamentally wrong with our housing system�  There is something fundamentally wrong 
when I have people in emergency accommodation in my county because there is no rental 
accommodation available�  If we could provide security of tenure, it might act as an incentive 
for some of these houses to be opened up again�  It might act as an incentive for some of the 
accidental landlords not to sell that property, enter into a long-term lease and provide security 
to those particular families�

We are also calling on the Government to implement a 0% long-term loan scheme for ret-
rofitting homes and domestic microgeneration.  These loans would be paid back through the 
savings made on people’s energy bills�  Rebuilding Ireland has failed to meet the annual target 
it set and is now running 41,000 units below its overall goal�   The Government needs to think 
creatively on innovative ways to provide homes�  It is now time to make use of our existing 
housing stock and resources and provide roofs for homeless families right across this country�

Amendment agreed to�

Motion, as amended, agreed to�

06/04/2022GGG00400An Ceann Comhairle: I congratulate Deputies on that work�
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06/04/2022GGG00500Carbon Budget: Motion

06/04/2022GGG00600An Ceann Comhairle: I welcome the Minister of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth�  I invite him 
to move the motion and make his opening speech�

06/04/2022GGG00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I move:

That Dáil Éireann shall approve the carbon budgets, copies of which were laid before 
Dáil Éireann on 24th February, 2022, pursuant to Section 6B(7) of the Climate Action and 
Low Carbon Development Acts 2015 to 2021 regarding the approval of the carbon budget�

I thank the Ceann Comhairle for inviting me to discuss the proposed carbon budget pro-
gramme, which, following a lengthy consultation and review process, received approval from 
the Cabinet in February and which is now before the Houses of the Oireachtas for final approval.

As part of the consultation and review process, the Joint Committee on Environment and 
Climate Action undertook an extensive review of the carbon budget proposals�  I greatly appre-
ciate the work undertaken by members of the committee to examine the proposals and engage 
with numerous stakeholders and experts in order to fully interrogate the carbon budgets, and, 
more broadly, seek political consensus in support of a robust climate action�  I am grateful for 
the committee’s recommendation to adopt the proposed carbon budgets and appreciate the other 
recommendations delivered in its report, particularly with regard to monitoring our progress, 
ensuring a just transition, identifying opportunities to enhance our ambition and the need for 
effective citizen and stakeholder engagement.

The need for swift, robust climate action is critical�  Last year, at COP26 in Glasgow, we 
witnessed the powerful testimonies of many international leaders from climate-vulnerable na-
tions who painted a stark picture of the impact climate change is already having on their nations 
and communities�  The climate budget programme will support Ireland to deliver against its 
domestic, EU and international climate action obligations�

The year 2021 saw a step change in our approach to climate action with the signing into law 
of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 and the publica-
tion of the national development plan, NDP, and  Climate Action Plan 2021: Securing Our Fu-
ture�  The introduction of our carbon budget programme will help us to build on the momentum 
from last year�

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 establishes our 
climate objectives in law and will underpin national climate action in the medium- and long-
term.  Under the Act, the Climate Change Advisory Council, CCAC, submitted its first carbon 
budget programme in October 2021�  The programme submitted by the CCAC establishes a 
pathway to achieving our legally binding climate objectives�  It will deliver on our commitment 
to a 51%  reduction in our carbon emissions by 2030 and set us on the way to net zero by 2050�

Last December, the Minister for the Environment, Climate Change and Communications, 
Deputy Eamon Ryan, caused a copy of this proposed carbon budget programme to be laid before 
both Houses of the Oireachtas�  Dáil Éireann then referred the carbon budget programme to the 
joint Oireachtas committee for its consideration�  On 7 February, the committee published its re-
port and recommended that the proposed budgets be adopted by both Houses of the Oireachtas�  
Following consideration of the public consultation, the recommendations of the joint commit-
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tee’s report and input from my Government colleagues, the Minister took the proposed carbon 
budget programme to Government on 22 February and received Cabinet approval�

The motion being considered today on the Government’s proposed carbon budgets taking 
effect is the final step in the adoption of the carbon budgets but it is only the beginning of the 
implementation process.  The motion under consideration represents a significant milestone 
on this journey�  Should the motion be approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas, the carbon 
budgets will then come into effect and set out an emissions framework for the country that will 
support our overall climate objective�

Once these overall, economy-wide carbon budgets are adopted and have come into effect, 
the Minister and his Department will begin the process of preparing the sectoral emissions 
ceilings�  These ceilings will determine how each sector of the economy will contribute to the 
achievement of the carbon budgets�  It is my intention that the sectoral emissions ceilings will 
be presented to Government for approval by the end of June�  Preparation of the emissions ceil-
ings will include extensive consultation with all Ministers and they will be informed by new 
and existing analysis undertaken by members of the  climate action modelling group�  As well 
as this, additional external technical support will be drawn upon�

The  work undertaken as part of the consultation and review process for the carbon budgets, 
including the joint committee’s report, will also inform and support the preparation and devel-
opment of the sectoral emissions ceilings�  Once the ceilings have been prepared and approved 
by the Cabinet, they and the carbon budgets will be reflected in the next climate action plan.  
This will replace the indicative ranges of emission reductions for each sector that are in the 
climate action plan that was published in 2021�  The process to deliver the next update climate 
action plan will include further consultation with other Ministers, the public and various experts 
and stakeholders�

It is crucial that while we prepare our carbon budgets and sectoral emissions ceilings, deliv-
ery of climate action in Ireland continue apace�  The Climate Action Plan 2021, which the Min-
ister for the Environment, Climate and Communications launched on 4 November alongside 
the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste, provides a detailed roadmap for meeting our climate ambition 
under the climate Act�  The Government has also published an accompanying annexe of actions 
to support the delivery of the plan�  The annexe sets out the detailed actions and measures, with 
timelines included, that are required to drive delivery and ensure our emissions will reduce�  
The annexe also identifies the key Departments, State bodies and other stakeholders that will 
oversee and implement these actions�  The 2021 plan sets out indicative ranges of emissions 
reduction for each sector of the economy and, following the legal adoption of carbon budgets 
and sectoral emissions ceilings, these ranges will be finalised and reflected in this year’s cli-
mate action plan�  The Government will support the changes through major public investment 
announced recently in the €165 billion national development plan, NDP�  This will include 
increased funding for retrofitting homes, building new public transport, reskilling workers and 
supporting a just transition�

While the Climate Action Plan 2021 builds on the ambitious targets of the 2019 plan, it also 
represents a significant step-up in ambition and implementation.  I will highlight a number of 
the most significant measures included in the plan.  The plan commits to an increase in the pro-
portion of renewable electricity to 80% by 2030, including an increased target of up to 5 GW of 
offshore wind energy.  Second, it commits to a significant reduction in transport emissions by 
2030�  Measures will include enabling 500,000 additional walking, cycling and public transport 



6 APRIL 2022

749

journeys per day by 2030 and supporting the take-up of electric vehicles, EVs, to reach almost 
1 million by 2030.  Third, it commits to the implementation of a new national retrofit plan, in-
tended to increase supply capacity and make retrofitting more affordable.  Fourth, it commits 
our enterprise sector to seeing a faster uptake of carbon-neutral heating, increased electrifica-
tion of high-temperature heating and the phasing-out of high global warming-potential F-gases�  
Lastly, it commits to reducing emissions associated with agriculture, which will be central to 
achieving our climate ambition�  The plan provides a pathway to reducing emissions while sup-
porting world-class food producing through an innovation- and science-based approach�  There 
will be a reduction in the use of chemical nitrogen and a more targeted use of fertiliser while 
maintaining our position as a global leader in grass growth through multispecies swards�  We 
will reduce emissions from land use and make a move towards being an overall store of carbon, 
which will involve further bog rehabilitation, increased afforestation and the re-wetting of peat 
organic soils�  A new forestry programme will be prepared for launch in 2023�

The plan places a just transition at its core�  It sets out four principles that will guide our 
policymaking and the implementation of our policy over the coming years to ensure we can ef-
fectively monitor and manage our transition and that our responses will remain flexible in order 
that we can respond to future transition challenges and target the areas in need of support�  Each 
Minister, as well as the Government as a whole, will be expected to consider these principles as 
we develop and implement our climate policies�  We have committed in the plan to establishing 
a just transition commission, which will make periodic recommendations to the Government, 
building on research, engagement through the national dialogue on climate action and the an-
nual review from the Climate Change Advisory Council, CCAC, on how Government policy 
can further the just transition�  In delivering this ambitious climate action plan and its future 
iterations, we must ensure we will bring people with us and that the transition is fair�  The na-
tional dialogue on climate action, launched in March 2021, will facilitate public engagement, 
participation, community action, networking and capacity-building activities on climate action, 
giving everyone in society the opportunity to play his or her part�  Last November, the Minis-
ter for the Environment, Climate and Communications also announced €60 million in funding 
from the climate action fund for community climate action projects to support and empower 
communities to shape and build low-carbon, sustainable communities in a coherent way�

As I mentioned, the testimony presented at COP26 in Glasgow laid out the risks and chal-
lenges climate change presents.  The science is clear and definitive on the need for urgent action.  
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, IPCC, report, Climate Change 2021 - The 
Physical Science Basis, establishes incontrovertibly that the negative effects of climate change 
are being experienced globally and will continue to increase exponentially, in both magnitude 
and volatility, along with global temperatures�  We have made some progress towards this goal 
from Glasgow.  Ireland had a significant presence and extensive engagement at COP26 on a 
number of key areas, which will feed in to global decarbonisation efforts.  The Glasgow climate 
pact, the overarching agreement, keeps alive the ambition of restricting the global temperature 
rise of 1�5°C�  It strikes a balance between increasing climate ambition, delivering on calls for 
increased climate finance and adaptation supports and leading the way for a new dialogue on 
the issue of loss and damage, critical to supporting climate justice for those most exposed to 
climate change�

The carbon budget programme provides Ireland with a strong and deliverable framework 
for meeting our national climate objectives and our international obligations to climate action 
and emissions reductions�  It will require considerable co-operation and co-ordination to ensure 
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we can achieve these budgets�  The process undertaken to consider these proposed budgets 
highlights how to build political consensus towards robust and impactful action against climate 
change�  It will take similar levels of engagement to achieve these budgets�  The transition to 
a carbon-neutral economy will provide significant opportunities to foster innovation, create 
jobs and grow businesses in areas such as offshore wind, cutting-edge sustainable agriculture 
and low-carbon construction�  While we all must act together towards our climate objective, I 
recognise the costs of climate action will be more acutely felt by some�  As a Government, we 
are committed to protecting those most vulnerable and ensuring a just transition to a low carbon 
economy�

06/04/2022HHH00200Deputy Darren O’Rourke: I am sharing time with Deputies Ó Murchú, Patricia Ryan and 
Martin Browne�

I welcome the opportunity to speak to the motion�  The carbon budgets were proposed by 
the independent CCAC and, after detailed scrutiny and engagement with stakeholders, were 
recommended for adoption by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate Action, though not 
unanimously�  The advisory council’s evidence at the committee hearings was clear: we need 
immediate and urgent action, a whole-of-government approach and a complete reorientation 
and reprioritisation to ensure we can make the necessary changes now to help meet our targets 
in the years ahead�  We heard from other experts who said the budgets do not go far enough, 
and that cannot be ignored�   Nevertheless, what I took from the totality of the evidence and the 
deliberations, and I believe ours is a committee that is serious about its work, was that we do 
not have the luxury of more time�  The time for talking on climate has passed; radical action 
is needed now�  These carbon budgets are the advisory council’s best estimate and, if imple-
mented, can deliver the 51% reduction in emissions by 2030�

We in Sinn Féin are in no doubt about the scale of the climate crisis facing the world and, 
in line with our support for our 2030 and 2050 targets, we will vote to approve these carbon 
budgets as proposed by the advisory council, although the third budget should be subject to fur-
ther discussion�  While we agree with the ambition and the targets, we disagree fundamentally 
with many of the policy decisions the Government is implementing�  We will continue to bring 
forward constructive alternatives that we believe will help us meet our targets in a fair and just 
way�

This debate on carbon budgets is timely, given the major report published on Monday by 
the UN’s IPCC�  The contents of the report are incontrovertible and the consequences of fail-
ing to act unimaginable�  It can leave us in no doubt that it is now or never if we want to limit 
global warming to 1�5°C�  We are on track for an increase exceeding 3°C, with devastating con-
sequences for the globe�  We know what needs to be done and how to do it, and we now need 
the Government to lead and deliver the just transition that will reduce emissions and secure a 
liveable future, and not just talk about it�

The reduction in emissions set out in these budgets will be very challenging to achieve�  This 
challenge has been made all the greater as a result of the failure to act in years gone by�  It is 
precisely because successive Governments ignored repeated climate warnings from scientists 
and permitted our carbon emissions to accelerate over the past 20 years that we have been left 
scrambling to make radical changes now�   Incoherent policies have also contributed to the 
challenges we now face in energy, transport, housing and elsewhere�  While public transport 
is rightly encouraged, many areas across the State remain without real options�  The invest-
ment was not made�  Major public transport projects such as MetroLink or the Navan rail line 
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have been repeatedly kicked down the road and remain undelivered, leaving these communities 
without sustainable transport modes�  In my constituency this week, a lifeline public transport 
route, the 136, used by elderly people to get to and from the shops once a week is being pulled�  
That is public transport in Ireland in 2022�

At the same time, the red carpet was rolled out for energy-hungry data centres with no re-
gard for our electricity generation capacity or the impact the policy would have on our national 
emissions�  Similarly, successive governments gave us and championed a system of developer-
led development�  Communities got houses, houses, houses and urban sprawl�  It was the op-
posite of compact growth or transport-led development�  It created dependency on cars�  There 
were no amenities, public parks or green spaces, and creaking infrastructure�

 Ratoath in my constituency is one example�  The water infrastructure in that town is crum-
bling under increased pressure from the growing population, leading to frequent water outages 
which impact on businesses, families, young and old and people with disabilities�  As the town 
grew and developers and the local authority made money, citizens were and are being failed by 
the lack of timely investment in water infrastructure�  There is a plan involving the Windmill 
Hill reservoir and trunk water main, but the work is too slow and outages far too frequent�  I 
implore the Minister of State to contact the Minister, Deputy O’Brien, to have that work expe-
dited�  It is an example of much talk but little action�  

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report highlights that in order to limit 
global warming, major change in the energy sector will be required�  Thankfully, we have the 
tools and know-how, but now we need a focus on rapid delivery�  Ireland is uniquely placed to 
become a world leader in offshore wind and reduce our emissions significantly, but we have 
heard from the wind industry that our 2030 renewable target is already in doubt�  The Oireachtas 
climate committee in recent weeks heard that we have just a 50/50 chance of meeting our 2030 
target of 5 GWs of offshore wind.  This is at a time when the head of the EPA says we can expect 
emissions here to increase in 2022�  They need to decrease by 4�8% to meet the carbon budgets�

We heard that we need greater numbers of personnel in the planning authorities like An 
Bord Pleanála and that we need to ensure our offshore planning processes are as speedy as 
possible�  We heard we need investment in BirdWatch Ireland and other prescribed bodies to 
ensure planning is done in a sustainable way�   We need updated and new regulations brought 
forward and investment in grid infrastructure.  EirGrid is not fit for purpose.  We need our ports 
to be developed to ensure we can build and maintain the turbines and develop the supply chain 
industry here�  We should designate those ports today�

Green hydrogen goes hand in hand with offshore wind and offers the State huge potential for 
the export of this green energy to Europe�  I brought forward a Bill seeking to develop a national 
green hydrogen strategy as soon as possible�  We should strive to become a world leader in this 
field, and I hope the Minister of State acts on this soon.

In relation to onshore wind, we are still awaiting updated regulations, with the outdated ones 
having contributed to numerous development problems in the past�  The delay in bringing this 
forward is unacceptable, and the industry says the same�  If lessons are not learned from bad 
developments like Derrybrien, then we will not deliver the necessary onshore wind in the time 
ahead�  There are weaknesses at every level of the system�  It is not Sinn Féin propaganda to say 
that�  The industry and the agencies say it, if not publicly, certainly privately�  
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Sinn Féin wants to see a more equitable retrofitting system, one that prioritises those liv-
ing in fuel and energy poverty and targets grant support at those who need financial assistance.  
Middle-income earners who earn too much to avail of free energy upgrades but not enough to 
have money to invest in energy efficiency measures feel left behind.

We heard from the SEAI yesterday�  It is behind on one-stop shop targets and on tackling 
the two-year backlog in the warmer home scheme�  It has no plan for renters or for those just 
outside the eligibility criteria� The Minister of State can see a pattern here�  Every scheme the 
Government builds, including retrofitting, EV grants and the bike to work scheme, fails the eq-
uity test�  That is a problem�  I am fed up listening to Government representatives congratulate 
themselves on climate�  It is a reasonable estimate thatthis Government will miss every emis-
sion reduction target it set itself� 

Government Members’ defence is they are serious about climate because they have a carbon 
tax�  This magic carbon tax is, on one hand, minuscule�  The increase on 1 May will make no 
difference to people, we are told.  On the other hand, it is the cornerstone of the Government’s 
climate policy.  It will pay for retrofitting, renewables and sustainable farming, all of which are 
behind schedule and have missed targets, and it will protect the most vulnerable�  It will not and 
cannot do that�  No single tax could do that�  In the meantime, it will punish people for being 
poor and drive them against the climate agenda�  

As always, there are alternatives.  The money can and should be raised in a different way.  
For example, Sinn Féin proposed that the retrofitting budget be increased by €125m in 2022 and 
outlined tax increases in different areas that would fund this.  A solidarity tax on those earning 
in excess of €140,000 and a tapering off of tax credits for those earning more than €100,000 
are two examples�  These two proposals would raise €408 million in a year and would not hit 
workers and families who are just about getting by as it is�

The science is clear, the targets are in place and we need a focus on rapid delivery from the 
Government if we are to meet our 2030 and 2050 targets�  I echo the words of the IPCC chair: 
“We are at a crossroads� The decisions we make now can secure a liveable future�”  Carbon tax 
and tweaking the market will not do�  Sinn Féin will play its part�  We are serious about this but 
we want to see it delivered�  It will be delivered only if it is done in a fair and equitable way�  We 
have real concerns about the approach Government is taking�  Go raibh maith agat�

06/04/2022JJJ00200Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I add my voice to what Deputy O’Rourke has said�  We support 
these carbon budgets but have serious worries about delivery�  We have had the IPCC report�  
At this point, people just need to look at weather reports over a number of months to know the 
reality of what we are dealing with in relation to climate change�

Recently, Councillor Antóin Watters and I met Louth County Council on the necessary proj-
ects of catchment flood risk assessment and management, CFRAM.  One worries about the de-
livery of these projects and the difficulties around planning.  Unless we can get our act together 
in this field, we might be wasting our time.  What we aim for will not be significant enough to 
save the likes of Dundalk and make sure it does not end up underwater�  We have to get serious�

The Climate Change Advisory Council is about transitioning to a low-carbon, climate-resil-
ient and environmentally sustainable economy�  That is what we need to do�  We need to make 
the targets for 2030 and 2050�  It is all about policy decisions�  We have had a huge amount of 
conversation in the last while on energy, the sourcing of energy and energy security�  We have 
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more questions than answers�  Public transport in this State is not what it needs to be to give 
people alternatives�  The Government tries to force some alternatives on people with carbon tax 
without offering them what they need. 

Deputy O’Rourke spoke on data centres�  They are necessary for the companies that need 
them but we failed to plan for our energy security�  Wind energy is where we should be at�  We 
could be a major power in relation to offshore wind.  As much as we have put frameworks 
together, we are all aware of the difficulties that exist with planning in this State.    I have just 
left a transport committee meeting where Mr� Peter Walsh of Transport Infrastructure Ireland, 
TII, appeared before us�  Obviously, everyone sees that there are major issues with tendering, 
contracts and planning�  We have the system that we have, but if we are not going to resource 
An Bord Pleanála or the judicial system, we will have delay after delay�  These are the types 
of issues that we need to get sorted�  If we are serious about this, then we have to consider all 
alternatives that deliver, including solar power, a retrofit system that works and has equity built 
into it and the likes of a green hydrogen policy�  We have to put all of this together�  If we do 
not, then we will be in the same position in future and we will fail�

I wish to raise a particular issue, that of communal district heating systems and specifically 
Carlinn Hall in Dundalk where we are dealing with an environmental disaster�  It was meant 
to be a biofuel-heated system but it is inefficient.  The system is now being heated by gas.  On 
15 April, people will get bills in which they will be charged 42 cent per kWh�  Due to this inef-
ficiency, people end up using 100 units of gas to provide 50 units of heat.  I have spoken to the 
Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, and others in government�  This is something that the Govern-
ment needs to tackle.  We need a short-term fix.  These people are being charged colossal rates 
and have no major control over what is happening�  The Commission for Regulation of Utilities, 
CRU, says that it has no responsibility in the matter but we need to get serious about this issue�

We have had many discussions about the necessity of remote working�  It can enable people 
to reduce their time spent commuting and so on, but we need to get serious about the delivery 
of national broadband�  I have a great fear that tomorrow’s numbers will be well short of the 
60,000 connections that were meant to be delivered by the end of last month�

06/04/2022KKK00200Deputy Patricia Ryan: The latest IPCC report has highlighted that, to limit global warm-
ing, major changes in the energy sector will be required.  It effectively says that we are sleep-
walking into a climate catastrophe.  Under current plans, the next generation of offshore wind 
farms will not produce electricity until 2026 at the earliest while a microgeneration scheme that 
pays households for producing excess green electricity is still not in place�  There have been too 
many delays, announcements and re-announcements�  This is not good enough�  We need a step 
change in the pace of delivery across the board.  The IPCC has confirmed that time is running 
out to save the planet and that meeting Paris Agreement targets will require a real and immedi-
ate national effort.

That the Climate Action Delivery Board only met once between 2020 and 2021 is a scandal 
as well as a serious cause for concern about how climate policy is being driven from within 
the Government�  The Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform cannot be 
allowed to be passengers in the process; they must be drivers�  We need serious progress on the 
sectoral carbon budgets process, as set out in the climate Act, and a whole-of-government ap-
proach�  An updated climate change adaptation plan is essential to meet the challenges ahead�

The Government should adopt elements of the Scottish climate Act, which requires a just 
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transition�  The impact on vulnerable communities must be set out and responded to�  This ap-
proach has been backed by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, ICTU, and we need to listen 
to them�  A just transition must be a proactive process and it must be integral�  It cannot be an 
afterthought�  It must not just focus on Bord na Móna workers, deserving and all as they are�  It 
must also consider rural and farm communities�

Sinn Féin supports the carbon budgets prepared by the CCAC�  This is consistent with our 
position on the climate Bill and our support for the 2030 and 2050 emission reduction targets�  
The carbon budgets are the council’s best estimate for how emissions could, and should, be 
reduced between now and 2030�  While we support the targets, we have serious concerns about 
the approach that the Government is taking to achieving them�

I commend the work of Kildare County Council in this regard and its recently published just 
transition plan for west Kildare.  The plan’s focus identifies projects that support and advance 
sustainable social, economic and environmental development in the transition to a low-carbon 
future in the region�  Councils must be provided with funding to ensure such plans are devel-
oped and implemented locally�  It is not enough to compliment their plans and move on�  The 
Government must provide the money to enable councils to bring these plans into reality�

06/04/2022KKK00300Deputy Martin Browne: It is appropriate that we are discussing carbon budgets following 
the publication of the UN climate report, which was released on Monday�  It was a worrying 
report that sought to reinforce the need for swift and meaningful action to be taken to reduce all 
greenhouse gas emissions across the globe if we are to survive the 1�5°C threshold, but there 
was a note of hope that we could all play our part in this ambition if our roadmaps were right�

To be clear, carbon budgets set out our targets and are adopted by the Oireachtas�  However, 
it is individual Ministers who prepare sectoral emission ceilings for the sectors of the economy 
under their respective remits�  The importance of the manner in which individual Ministers 
pursue these targets cannot be overstated�  When deciding on measures, attention must be paid 
to the role that each sector and each element of that sector can play in achieving our targets�  
These measures are major responsibilities that will play a part in determining the direction that 
our climate will go�  The sectors cannot get away from that and we all have our part to play, but 
we must never forget the notion of equality�  We cannot forget that most people want to play 
their part to secure a world for their children and grandchildren in which the deterioration of the 
climate has begun to roll back, but they are often financially limited in the actions they can take 
to meet the demands being made of them by their sectoral Ministers�

Unfortunately, counterproductive measures are being rolled out�  Those that disproportion-
ately impact the least well-off have resulted in many people seeing the climate actions designed 
by this Government as being little more than the imposition of additional charges that result in 
a higher cost of living�  This is because there are either no alternatives or, if there are, they are 
outside people’s financial reach.  We see this in the retrofitting scheme, which favours those 
with disposable incomes, and in the grants available for electric cars, which favour those in 
particularly affluent areas and who have money to spend on prestige vehicles.  We see it in the 
carbon tax, which disproportionately affects those with little or no disposable income to spend 
on retrofitting and who have no alternative to using their cars daily to go to the shop, work or 
hospital�  If the Government’s approach is to present obstacles to achieving our objectives and 
exclude those who have the least while imposing taxes on them for little gain, it increases the 
likelihood that we will miss our targets�
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Rural Ireland is being targeted in particular�  Where is our public transport?  Where is our 
district heating?  In previous policies, this and previous Governments have often put obstacles 
in the way of achieving the targets we have been set and have hampered our ability to deliver 
on them�  Where was the foresight?

European countries have rolled out district heating while we are still talking about it�  Con-
siderable opportunities lie in green hydrogen.  Offshore wind energy, which can be used to 
make green hydrogen, has historically been left in the dark�  Green hydrogen applications are 
increasing and it can be stored and used when the wind is not blowing, but we still do not have a 
national hydrogen strategy for this important energy source�  Deputy O’Rourke has introduced 
a Bill that would do just that�

What about our farmers?  The Common Agricultural Policy used to be about food supplies 
at affordable prices.  That has been ditched, the playing field has been changed and our farm-
ers are ready to make the change, but instead of being at the centre of those discussions, they 
are being spoken down to and vilified.  Decisions are being floated without their input, yet 
the Government talks waffle about engagement while supporting trade deals at European and 
global levels such as the Mercosur trade deal and the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement�

The previous Government set a target of making Ireland the data centre capital of the world 
with no thought about the impact that this would have on our carbon emissions or energy capac-
ity and, therefore, I do not blame those who have the least for speaking out against Government 
strategies�  Climate justice involves a human-centred approach to climate action and should 
involve bringing together workers, communities and employers to drive plans to achieve targets 
in a way that leaves no one behind�

06/04/2022KKK00400Deputy Ivana Bacik: Our global climate and biodiversity crises are existential and fun-
damental to our capacity to live and to the survival of our planet, but it is not all doom and 
gloom and we should never feel powerless�  It is good to have this opportunity to debate carbon 
budgets, given that we have just seen the IPCC’s report with its chilling prognosis but also a 
reminder that we can still act to avoid a climate catastrophe�  We have many of the solutions 
already�  From agriculture to transport, we know what we have to do�

7 o’clock

The first Bill I ever published, when I was first elected to the Oireachtas 15 years ago, sought 
to impose a cap on Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions.  It was the first Bill of its kind in Ireland.  
Although that took place relatively recently, it seems a lifetime ago in terms of understanding 
the urgency of the crisis we are in�  The IPCC report emphasises we are currently on a path to 
exceed 2°C warming worldwide, which could result in enormous loss of life, livelihoods, bio-
diversity and food security�  The clear and stark message from that report, and I raised this with 
the Taoiseach during Leaders’ Questions on Tuesday, is the need to take action�

  All of us are encouraged by the activism we see in the engagement of younger generations, 
in particular, who are driving the charge on climate justice through the school strikes move-
ment, the Youth Climate Assembly and many of their campaigns�  I was proud to stand with 
many of them at the most recent global school strike on 25 March�  This is a cause that hits close 
to home for young people in Ireland because they know, as we do, that this is about our chil-
dren and grandchildren�  We are already running through their carbon budgets, spending their 
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resources, destroying their planet and moving in the wrong direction�  Just last weekend we saw 
the Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, confirm the extent to which Ireland’s emissions are 
heading in the wrong direction�  We learned that emissions from electricity alone rose by 21% 
last year undoing the small progress we had achieved in previous years�  The EPA branded this 
directional move as disappointing, which is patently an understatement�  

  We need to ensure real and urgent action is taken to implement the measures we have 
already put into law and that we very much welcomed and supported through our ambitious cli-
mate targets�  The adoption of carbon budgets and sectoral emissions ceilings form part of that 
effort.  We have called for this to be a whole-of-government measure with economic and envi-
ronmental planning taking place in parallel�  In that spirit, we are glad to endorse and support 
the first two budgets being put to the House today.  I am very grateful to the different voluntary 
groups and NGOs that have been in contact with all of us, and with the Government, in recent 
weeks and have worked so hard to see those budgets improved and adopted, while recognising 
they are not sufficiently aligned with Paris Agreement commitments and do not constitute Ire-
land’s fair share�  I pay special tribute to Friends of the Earth, the Stop Climate Chaos coalition 
and the Just Transition Alliance for their constructive campaigning and activism�

  I welcome the commitment the Minister of State made in his speech to the establishment 
of a just transition commission�  The delays in its establishment have fed into a sense of a lack 
of sufficient urgency from the Government in taking the necessary steps to meet our emissions 
reduction targets�  I also referred in my remarks to the Taoiseach on Tuesday not only to the de-
lay in the establishment of that commission, which is so critical in bringing measures forward, 
but to inefficient governance through the lack of meetings of the climate action delivery board.  
I asked the Taoiseach whether that board met yet this year, noting that it has only met once in 
2021�

  Turning again to the budgets before us, I note, as have others, there is a degree of backload-
ing of our reductions between 2025 and 2030�  I acknowledge this is to facilitate the adoption 
of new policies and practices but, again, we need to see a greater sense of urgency in these bud-
gets�  The IPCC was clear that there is a very small window of three years to meet targets�  We 
know the effects of global warming are cumulative, so we will be worse off for not taking quick 
action now�  The adoption of reductions must happen on the understanding there is no room for 
any additional backloading of emissions reductions�  It is imperative we do not overshoot the 
first carbon budget.  These should not be seen as targets but, rather, a floor beneath which we 
cannot fall�  It would be morally unconscionable to pass the clear tipping points the IPCC has 
identified, which would trigger larger-scale changes in Earth’s systems and a loss of biodiver-
sity, with many species already on the ready on the brink of extinction�

  I will turn to the third carbon budget proposed from 2031 to 2035�  I note this budget re-
mains provisional�  This budget needs to be improved upon in order that we can achieve net 
zero as quickly as possible, while noting that the law states 2050 is the latest target and some 
countries have adopted net zero targets earlier than 2050�  The reasoning behind the adoption of 
these earlier targets by other countries should form part of the Climate Change Advisory Coun-
cil research in finalising the measures for the third budget.  Looking at those other countries, 
Sweden, Portugal and Germany have set a zero target date of 2045 in law�  Finland and Austria 
have set earlier targets in policy of 2035 and 2040, respectively�  The adoption by other EU 
states of these earlier net zero target dates shows us what can and may be done�

  The Labour Party prepared an amendment to this motion, which would have had the effect 
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of declining to approve the third carbon budget for that five-year period of 2031 to 2035 on the 
basis of the need to ensure greater research on this�  Unfortunately, we were out of time with 
that amendment but I will put forward the logic that lay behind our proposed amendment to the 
Minister of State�  While the Climate Change Advisory Council put forward a reduction rate of 
only 3�5% from 2031 to 2035 for this provisional third budget, this presupposed a linear path 
from 2030 to net zero by 2050�  To return to the previous point, our climate law stipulates net 
zero by 2050 at the latest�  We believe there should have been steeper and faster cuts built in�  
Our view, shared by Friends of the Earth, is the council should take into account the principle 
of climate justice about which our former President, Mary Robinson, has spoken so clearly�  
It should also have taken into account the obligations of the Paris Agreement, including the 
principle of common but differentiated responsibility in drawing up this third carbon budget 
proposal�  Climate law sets a legal requirement for the CCAC to consider climate justice and 
the principle of Ireland’s fair share in line with the further principle of common but differenti-
ated responsibilities�  We believe that, based on what the CCAC has already published, more 
research and analysis should be built into informing the finalisation of the third carbon budget 
and, indeed, a provisional fourth carbon budget�  I am sorry we did not have the opportunity 
to table that amendment but I want to put that on the record, although we support the earlier 
budgets�

  We in Ireland must do our fair share�  This comes back to the point about responsibility 
and, in particular, global responsibility�  We have spoken extensively in both Houses in recent 
months about the cost-of-living crisis and what needs to be done to alleviate the burden on 
ordinary people and on every household in Ireland�  We know that the cost-of-living crisis, the 
energy security crisis as a result of the horrific war in Ukraine and the climate emergency are 
all strongly interlinked�  Households throughout the country are struggling to meet the costs 
of housing, transport, childcare and more, in addition to rising energy and fuel costs�  We are, 
however, a country that can do much more to support those who need supports with targeted 
measures while, in parallel, continuing on our path to end our reliance on fossil fuels�  Some say 
Ireland is too small to made a difference but, looking at the global reality, 111 countries are the 
same size or smaller than Ireland.  If they all said they were too small to make a difference, we 
would never reach global climate emissions reduction targets�

  We need to do more in this country at every level and in all sectors�  We speak every week 
about this but I was struck, in particular, by the recent words of Professor Kevin Anderson who 
addressed the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action�  He contended 
that reaching a globally fair and equitable system of emissions cuts would require Ireland to 
reach net zero by 2029�  This is much earlier than even those other European countries are pro-
posing as their net zero dates�  It is in that context that I emphasise we accept the need to pass 
these budgets without delay but to do so in a manner that will make it possible for us to improve 
upon our implementation and strategies to reach net zero�

  We are told that without immediate and deep carbon emissions reductions across all sec-
tors, it will not be possible to limit global warming to 1�5°C this century�  Three years ago, not-
ing the crisis we were in, this House voted to declare a climate emergency, but last weekend we 
learned from the UN IPCC just how critical this timing now is and how crucial it is that we act 
urgently, without any further delay, to implement the necessary measures�  We have the targets 
in law�  We need to do more to ensure they are reached before that very latest date of 2050 we 
have set for ourselves�

06/04/2022MMM00100Deputy Brian Leddin: As my colleagues have mentioned, the IPCC report published on 
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Monday made for grim reading�  It did not tell us anything we do not know already�  We are in 
a really dangerous situation with respect to climate.  It was a hard scientific report put together 
by people who know what they are talking about�  They have looked at the numbers�  They have 
been looking at this for 30 years�  The science is absolutely, categorically true: we are in a peril-
ous situation with respect to our climate�  The report says that by 2025, global greenhouse gas 
emissions must peak and then we must reduce them by 47% by the end of the decade if we are 
to maintain any hope of staying within the 1�5°C temperature rise over the pre-industrial aver-
age, which was the basis for the Paris Agreement�

The rate of growth of emissions has slowed to about 1�7% per year, and that is positive, but 
the chances of keeping the temperature rise to 1�5°C are very slim indeed�  In fact we are on 
course for double that with an increase of 3°C�  We are at about 1�2°C right now and with that, 
we can see the devastation that is causing�  We can see it here in Ireland with droughts and very 
frequent storms and we are seeing it more across the world where the global poor are most af-
fected�  Two degrees of warming would lift sea levels by almost 60 cm or 2 ft�  Beyond 2°C, and 
we are on course for 3°C, we do not know how bad it will be and what will happen�  What we do 
know is that feedback loops will kick in and we will enter a chain reaction of global temperature 
rise that will be utterly catastrophic�  It will lead the global ice melt to accelerate exponentially�  
That is a situation where many of the coastal cities of the world will be underwater�  Much of the 
coastal communities that we know now will be uninhabitable�  We are likely to see the collapse 
of ecosystems and our ability to produce food�  That is the course we are on right now�  

What is before this House is what the Climate Change Advisory Council has proposed as 
a carbon budget�  The council is not a representative body and nor should it be�  It is a collec-
tion of experts in the science of climate change as well as experts best placed to guide us in the 
transition away from a fossil-fuelled and carbon-intensive economy�  I commend the chair of 
the council, Ms Marie Donnelly, who came before the committee�  She really is a steady hand�  
She is a voice of reason and very measured�  We owe a debt to her for the work that she has 
done on the council and in the production of this carbon budget�  I also commend her colleagues 
on their work�  I want to give particular praise to the carbon budget sub-committee�  It came 
before the joint committee�  I would like to name them all but there were so many of them, it 
would use all my time�  We were really impressed by their contributions�  The CCAC is required 
under the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act, which this House 
overwhelmingly supported last summer, to produce three consecutive carbon budgets�  The 
first two were required to be aligned with the legally-binding target that we cut greenhouse gas 
emissions by 51% by 2030� 

What is a carbon budget?  It is a self-imposed ration on the amount of carbon we will re-
lease into the atmosphere�  It is not a sectoral ceiling�  Those will come later�  I note from the 
Minister of State’s contribution that we are going to get them at the end of June�  That will be 
interesting�  I think the Government will propose ceilings for various relevant sectors such as 
transport, housing, agriculture, industry, electricity generation and so on�  A necessary debate 
should happen then about what the appropriate sectoral emission ceilings are�  But this is the 
carbon budget; the five-year maximum allocation of carbon that we will allow ourselves across 
society through to 2026�  The second one will be through to 2030�  The third, as proposed by 
the council, is provisionally through to 2035�  

The challenge for the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action, 
which I chair, was to look at the proposal from the council and assess whether the proposal was 
appropriate, whether it was something we would endorse or reject or what we had to say about 
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it�  We undertook a highly extensive process and I commend colleagues, who are here this eve-
ning, on returning to the Houses early in the Christmas recess to do that work�  It was a very 
comprehensive piece of work�  As I said, we invited the carbon budget sub-committee of the 
CCAC�  We invited other eminent scientists, including Professor Kevin Anderson who Deputy 
Bacik just mentioned�  We invited in the social partners and had representatives from each of 
the pillars and we invited in officials from the Departments that will be most responsible for 
ensuring that the carbon budgets are not exceeded� 

In the end the budgets, were endorsed by joint committee but not unanimously�  It was a 
difficult process.  We are a highly collaborative committee and each and every member works 
very hard and diligently, week in, week out�  People took their positions fairly and legitimately�  
In the end we did endorse the proposed carbon budget by a strong majority�  I respect those who 
have different views.  

I very much welcome Sinn Féin’s position today�  I value the contributions of Deputies 
O’Rourke and Cronin to the committee always�  I am a bit taken aback by Deputy O’Rourke’s 
criticisms of the Government�  It is a little unlike his contributions at the committee, but I might 
return to those later�   

The Labour Party is a party with a reputation for constructive opposition and it is very seri-
ous about policy�  It is a loss to the committee that we do not have a Labour representative�

06/04/2022MMM00200Deputy Ivana Bacik: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022MMM00300Deputy Brian Leddin: We did try to make amends and I hope that we will continue to see 
Labour engage very positively on the climate debate�  Deputy Whitmore is in the House�  I do 
not want to pre-empt her contribution, but the Social Democrats are probably inclined to say 
that the carbon budget is not good enough and should go further�  I hope I am not misrepresent-
ing her position�

From People Before Profit-Solidarity, Deputy Bríd Smith is a valued member of the com-
mittee�  I expect its position will be that we should also have a more demanding carbon bud-
get�  If anyone is saying we should not accept this carbon budget and that it should go further, 
I challenge them to show exactly how to achieve it�  It is really important that we get beyond 
the rhetoric here and that we start to speak in numbers because this is an incredibly demanding 
carbon budget�  Supporting a moratorium on data centre construction is a valid position to hold 
but how many megatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent will that give us?  Free public transport 
is also a legitimate position but how many megatonnes will that give us?

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act requires us to get 
from around 60 megatonnes of CO2 equivalent down to about 30 megatonnes in the space of 
eight years�  Stopping the construction of data centres and providing free public transport is all 
very nice to say, but it is not going to do it�  If anyone is going to say that we have to have a 
more demanding carbon budget, then people need to show us their alternative climate action 
plan and their alternative carbon budget and let us scrutinise it�  Let us look at the numbers�  If 
they cannot show us then their credibility on the question is in doubt�

Earlier, colleagues mentioned the opportunity Ireland has around the climate action plan�  
I will not quote Robert Frost again but we are at a fork in the road in this country’s energy 
policy�    We have a choice in the medium to long term to decide what our energy future is go-
ing to be�  Voices in this House are calling for us to double down on how we did things in the 
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past.  Liquefied natural gas, LNG, is not the future for Ireland.  We have so much renewable 
energy, especially off our coasts.  If we are confident as a nation and believe we are world lead-
ers - as we might be in the provision of data centres - then we can be world leaders in rolling out 
renewable energy and we need to hear that across this House�  We need to hear that ambition 
and that confidence.  The idea we would fall back on fossil fuel technology, especially in light 
of what we heard from the IPCC earlier in the week, is utterly ridiculous�  We should not do it�  
There is an opportunity for Ireland, with the assistance of Europe, to become the global leader 
in the development of floating offshore technology in particular and the development of not just 
green hydrogen technology but a green hydrogen economy.  It is a completely different type of 
economy, and that is what we need�

We need to learn the lessons of 50 years ago when we went through a similarly energy cri-
sis, namely, the oil crisis�  After the oil crisis the countries of Europe looked at how they might 
guarantee their energy security�  Some countries were brave and innovative and developed the 
renewable energy industry we know today.  Ireland sat back and it built a coal-fired power sta-
tion�  That has left us with many of the problems we have today�  Let us not make the same 
mistake again�  Let us develop a renewable energy industry, a green hydrogen economy and let 
us not be conservative�  Let us become suppliers of green and clean energy to Europe, as well 
as meeting our own needs�

In the few minutes I have remaining, I will address the carbon tax�  It is not the case the 
carbon tax is the sole pillar of the Government’s climate policy�  It is one important measure 
and it is a very important one�  The increase amounts to €1�50 per month for the average house-
hold�  This €1�50 per month provides €20 per month for those who are on the fuel allowance�  It 
provides €12 per month for those on the living alone allowance and €12 per month for those in 
receipt of qualified child payment.  If we are serious about climate then we need to get serious 
about the carbon tax�  While I welcome Sinn Féin’s endorsement of this carbon budget, I would 
like to see it change its position on the carbon tax because it is absolutely necessary for us to 
achieve our climate targets�

06/04/2022NNN00200Deputy Réada Cronin: I am glad to speak on this important issue�  As a member of the 
climate committee I admit I am very worried we are running out of time�  Worry is the only 
sane and sensible reaction given what our world is facing with climate change and its advance�  
According to the IPCC report we are facing major capital cities being underwater�  We are fac-
ing unprecedented heatwaves�  We have already seen these across Europe, with 1,000-year-old 
trees being burned and animals and people fleeing for their lives.  We have increasing storms 
in the north Atlantic and even with all this water we are still facing water shortages that are 
going to impact the availability and lead to the displacement of people across the world�  We 
will see the extinction of a million species of plants and animals�  As the UN scientists said 
yesterday, it is now or never�  It is all down to us, that is, to politics and politicians, to make that 
not happen�  We decide the budgets, the limits and the laws that will decide our planet’s future 
and that of every human and animal life form that lives on it�  We politicians have the power 
to obliterate human civilisation or to save and though it will not be popular or comfortable, it 
definitely will not be managed by latté-levy sound bites, because the responsibility to save it 
is ours and ours alone�  Big business, the big emitters and the big polluters that lead to the big 
heating and the sea-level rises all operate within the laws we make and uphold�  Even here at 
home, the capitalist delirium has taken hold�  You could be accused of treason for mentioning 
we should have a moratorium on data centres�  While we have workers sleeping in tents, there 
is a multimillion euro property development on land not too far from here that is going to be 
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underwater in around eight to ten years, based on the current emissions trajectory�  That is not 
just going to happen in Dublin but in many capital cities�  Flood risk rises as the sea rises and 
we already know the devastating damage that can be done by a single storm surge�  I cannot 
mention rampant capitalism without mentioning the armaments industry, the war in Ukraine, 
the war in Yemen and other ongoing wars�  The carbon emissions that come from the arms in-
dustry are disgusting�

Carbon budgets are always important but there is great urgency now�  Sinn Féin supports 
the carbon budgets as prepared by the CCAC and this is consistent with our position on the 
climate Act and our support for emissions targets from 2030 to 2050�  Though we support the 
targets, we have grave and growing misgivings about how they will be reached, and I will talk 
about the carbon tax�  It is due on 1 May, which is May Day, the workers’ day�  The Govern-
ment can spin it any way it wants but right now people do not have an alternative energy they 
can choose�  How can you incentivise people to change their behaviour when their radiators are 
already off, their lights are off, the shower is banned and driving is confined to work and school?  
All this is happening in a country that has made a meme about turning off the immersion.  The 
Government has let the cat out of the bag and the carbon tax is seen as a revenue-raiser and not 
as a means of behavioural change because the increase in costs has already caused a behaviour 
change yet the Government will not stop the forthcoming carbon tax increase�  The people af-
fected by this energy poverty are not packing up their EVs, loading the electric bike in the back 
and heading off to their holiday homes to measure them for solar panels.  They are frantic about 
how they are going to deal with another cost hit deep in a cost-of-living crisis�  Therefore, while 
we support the carbon targets we will also support the people who are most affected by these 
decisions and Sinn Féin will make no apology for that�

I am also worried bad policy and decisions will see us miss those targets�  In the process we 
will not only accrue fines but abdicate our responsibility to humanity.  People always talk about 
the planet, but the planet is grand�  In fact, humanity is really the main problem on it�  We are 
living on this planet in a parasitic way and we must learn how to live in harmony with it�  We 
will continue to bring forward our own proposals, as with green hydrogen�  I have co-sponsored 
a Bill with Deputy O’Rourke to create a national strategy on it�  We need a strategy to rein in 
our ambitions�  It is not going to happen with just ourselves�  We agree on the carbon destina-
tion though we have a different view on how to get there.  However, there is no doubt we must 
get there�

06/04/2022NNN00300Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: I welcome the opportunity to debate the carbon budgets in the 
Chamber�  I am always quite torn when it comes to these kinds of debates because I understand 
the commitment parties like the Green Party in particular have had over many years on climate 
and environmental issues and the role that party has taken in the current Government in pushing 
for and driving many of the changes we need to see�  I am also torn because as a parliamentar-
ian, a scientist and a mother, Deputy Leddin is right that I want to see the Government doing 
more and want to see change happening in a faster, quicker and fairer way�  Deputy Leddin 
asked what we would do�  We are saying the Government should do more and make it happen 
faster�  My party has outlined its policies and put them down on paper�  This is not about my 
party, however�  It is about what the Green Party said it would do�

Deputy Leddin said that he wanted us to talk about numbers so I will give him one number 
tonight, a key number and that is 7%�  During the negotiations to form a Government, one ap-
parent red line was a 7% per annum reduction in greenhouse gas emissions�  That was a green 
line from the Green Party.  It put 17 questions to Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael and the first one 
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was whether they would commit to an average annual reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
of at least 7%�  Apparently, this was a red line for the party and it worked because the Green 
Party got it into the programme for Government�  The programme for Government states that 
the Government is “committed to an average 7% per annum reduction in overall greenhouse 
emissions”�  This is reiterated four times over two pages�  There is reference to a 7% average 
reduction and yet when we get the carbon budgets and get the opportunity to scrutinise them, it 
turns out that it is not 7% but 5�7%�

Deputy Leddin is correct to state that we heard from some very eminent people during our 
discussions at the Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action�  He is also correct in 
saying that the CCAC has very highly qualified and passionate members.  Some very highly 
qualified and passionate scientists also appeared before the joint committee.  One of those sci-
entists, Professor Barry McMullin, indicated that while the programme for Government con-
tains an explicit commitment to an average reduction in total emissions of 7% per year over the 
period 2021 to 2030, the current carbon budgets amount to an annual reduction of just under 
6% per year�  It was not just Professor McMullin and the other scientists who appeared before 
the joint committee who said this; the CCAC also said it�  The council stated that in the sce-
narios considered by the joint committee, the average rate of emissions over the ten-year period 
covering the first two carbon budgets would be approximately 5.7% per annum.  This is not 
something that I, independent scientists and various environmental NGOs are saying; it is the 
CCAC saying that the carbon budgets will not meet the 7% target�

We can talk about what other parties are doing, but the Green Party is in government�  Ulti-
mately, the 7% was written into the programme for Government�  It was a key commitment and 
red-line issue for the Green Party but, unfortunately, the carbon budgets are not going to meet 
that promise�

06/04/2022OOO00200Deputy Brian Leddin: That is not true�

06/04/2022OOO00300Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: Did the CCAC get that number wrong?  Is it not 5�7%?

06/04/2022OOO00400Deputy Brian Leddin: Will I be given an opportunity to respond?

06/04/2022OOO00500Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: I am happy to allow the Deputy respond�

06/04/2022OOO00600Deputy Brian Leddin: That is an interpretation that we do not agree with�  We wrote the 
programme for Government�

06/04/2022OOO00700Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: It is not an interpretation�  It is a fact�  That is what the CCAC 
said�

06/04/2022OOO00800Deputy Brian Leddin: That is its interpretation�

06/04/2022OOO00900Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: Okay, so the organisation that deals in science, which is what 
Deputy Leddin said at the beginning of his contribution, is now interpreting�  This is what the 
budgetary process has come out with�  We had debates on this matter at the joint committee and 
I and other members of that committee repeatedly raised our concerns about it�  Unfortunately, 
however, our concerns were not taken on board�

In terms of what we need to do, we can have all the plans we want, we can have carbon bud-
gets, the climate action plan and the Act, but the real issue is implementation�  That is the most 
important element�  Often there is too much rhetoric, too many plans and not enough movement 
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or action�  When I look at the key actions promised by Government I absolutely hope that it gets 
this right because in three year’s time when we are facing into another election, I do not want 
to realise that the targets are not being met and the implementation is not there�  At that stage, 
we will not have the time to ramp up to get it done properly�  I honestly and truly want this to 
happen and for the Government to get it right but on wind energy, for example, the sector is say-
ing that we are not on target to meet the 2030 targets.  Retrofitting is going to be an incredible 
challenge.  The way in which the programme is being rolled out is not reflective of a just tran-
sition.  A huge number of people in our communities will not be able to afford to retrofit their 
homes�  We are relying on wealthier individuals who are in a position to either fund the work 
themselves or take out loans to do so�  The majority of people are so stressed about feeding their 
children, buying school uniforms, making their mortgage repayments and paying for food and 
fuel that they will not be able to think about taking out loans in order to make their homes warm 
and comfortable, regardless of how much we need them to do that from a climate perspective�  
It makes sense that people would want their homes to be warm and comfortable, but they will 
not be in a position to get the necessary work done.  That is a big gap with the retrofitting pro-
gramme.  It forgets about the low- and middle-income earners who will not be able to afford it.

When we talk about transport, we need to move people not into electric vehicles but onto 
public transport and yet I have not seen any improvements in my constituency�  I have not seen 
the type of transformational change we need in transport�  The Connecting Ireland plan, the 
whole purpose of which is to bring public transport to rural Ireland, which is where we really 
need to expand it, received €5 million in funding this year�  That is a paltry amount�  This must 
be transformational�  We need to put everything into it and we need to do it quickly�

I also want to talk about consultation�  In his speech, the Minister said there was consulta-
tion with the joint committee and the public and also input from the CCAC but we need to 
move beyond tick-the-box style consultation�  Were any changes made to the carbon budgets 
as a result of the public consultation?  How many people made submissions?  They have not 
been published yet and there is no indication of the numbers who made submissions or whether 
their contributions were taken into account�  I do not think there were any changes made as a 
result of the recommendations of the committee�  There were 36 recommendations in its report�  
As Deputy Leddin said, we worked long and hard and passionately to bring forward those 36 
recommendations and get agreement on them�  I am interested to know if they were taken into 
account�  Where is the public consultation?  Will the Government be publishing that?  Will 
people be able to see where their input was heard?  That is really important�  If we want people 
to engage in this process and if we want to bring communities along, we need to make sure that 
when they do participate, it means something�  I ask the Minister to come back with details of 
what will happen with that consultation�

06/04/2022OOO01000Deputy John McGuinness: I will begin by taking up the point made by the previous speak-
er in respect of this and other issues with which the State is dealing whereby we tend to leave 
people behind�  For me, consultation is extremely important�  The outcome of that consultation 
is even more important�  We do not factor that in at the early stages in order to impress on people 
that their concerns, suggestions or ambitions are heard�  In order to gain the support of people, 
we need to deal with the issues they are grappling with at this time�

The programme for Government was written at a time when we did not know what the fi-
nancial impact of Covid would be�  We did not know about the Russian war or the Brexit issues 
that continue to knock us off course in terms of our economic development.  At today’s meeting 
of the finance committee, at which we discussed many matters relating to this issue, we were 
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told that there would be offsets.  I do not know what those offsets will be.  My concern is for 
those who cannot afford to heat their homes and those who are concerned about whether they 
will be able to afford their weekly shopping.  I am concerned about the marginalised, the elderly 
and the sick.  I wonder how they are going to afford this.  Today, I am told there will be offsets.  
Does that mean that the offsets, in some way by payment through another means, will put the 
money back into the pockets of these people?

I listened to the Taoiseach when he said that nobody will be worse off.  Today, the Minister 
for Finance, Deputy Donohoe, indicated that that would be the case and that he is currently in 
negotiations with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and his Department�  We 
should know all of these things now so that we can tell our constituents that there is no need 
to worry and how this is going to work�  If one were cynical about these things, one would say 
that it is like a three-card trick�  On one side, the money comes and we honour our obligation to 
the environment, the programme for Government, the Green Party and anyone else - all of us 
in this House want to protect the environment - and, on the other, the money slips back out into 
the pockets of whomever is affected.  That is what I take from it.

I want to highlight all of those people I have just mentioned and the fact that they need to 
know where they are going�  A responsible Government that is concerned about its people and 
protecting them will explain in layman’s language where we are going with this, what the cost 
will mean for people, businesses and farmers and how that cost will be offset for those who are 
in difficulty.  The people in difficulty are many.  For example, the contractors were in last week.  
They told us that they may not be able to get diesel to do their annual contracting work, be it in 
forestry or farming�  They want diesel ring-fenced in order that they can be sure they will have 
a supply of it�  That is not mention the cost of diesel�  The farming community has stated that 
its inputs in terms of general farm work are significantly higher.  In terms of the offsets we are 
being told will be there, what is in it for the farmers and the hauliers?  Another group that is af-
fected are the growers�  For example, a man who is growing tomatoes down near Wexford told 
me his energy bill has increased to €100,000�  He is dealing with the multiples�  The multiples 
are dictating the price that they will pay for his produce�  He will not be in business because he 
will not be able to carry that cost�  There are other areas where the costs can be passed on�  At 
the end of the day, it is the customer in the supermarket and so on who will pay the cost�  If a 
company is being levied with a 7% or 10% diesel surcharge in order for the transport company 
to stay in business, because that company is not a charity it is going to pass on that charge to the 
customer, which inevitably will feed into the increased costs associated with food and every-
thing else that comes from the supply line�  As I said, every now and then, we will be hit with a 
Brexit issue which will knock everything off course.

In terms of retrofitting, those who are serious about their homes and the environment and 
want to sell back to the grid are not able to do that�  At the moment, they get no credit for what 
is sent back to the grid�  Again, it is a case of the cart being put before the horse�  These are is-
sues that should have been sorted out long before now in order for people to be convinced that 
they are part of what we are doing here in terms of regulation and carbon budgets, or any other 
budgets for that matter�

There are questions that are not being answered for them�  All they hearing is the term “car-
bon tax” and they are relating that to the increases of one kind or another in food, energy and 
utility bills.  In rural Ireland, it is very different than it is in urban centres where there is public 
transport and access to services and facilities.  Earlier this week, the five Deputies representing 
Carlow-Kilkenny were asked on radio if we would car pool and travel here together�  That may 
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be a great idea�  It may be an even better idea for us to use public transport but none of that 
meets our needs because there are different demands on each of us.  There are different demands 
on the public�  We do not have the public transport to allow us play our part in all of this�  I 
would like to know what is going to be done about that�

Similarly, with respect, the Minister has suggested various ways and means by which house-
holds can contribute by cutting down on showers, car journeys and so on�  It needs to be realised 
that families throughout the country are already doing that�  At the various junctions on the ring 
road around our city and Carlow are cars that are parked up because people are sharing their 
transport to work, school or college in another county�  That is already happening�  Some people 
are doing that because of the environment.  Most are doing it because they cannot afford the 
cost�

In regard to the price of oil and so on, the rate of mineral oil tax on 1,000 l was €120 in 
March�  It is set to increase further to €138 and then to €158�  Likewise, with petrol�  We cannot 
escape the fact that this is all being put upon the shoulders of people that are already carrying a 
burden in terms of their financial circumstances such that it is impossible for them to make ends 
meet or to participate fully in the development of a sound green economy with positive impacts 
for the environment�  They want to play their part�  I have never before seen at my clinics so 
many people who are suffering some form of poverty.  It may be that they have cut down on 
all sorts of things or that they cannot afford to pay for certain things.  There are those on low 
incomes and some in the squeezed middle who are so tied up in debt they too are experiencing 
difficulties.  We have to understand that in this House.  We cannot continue to impose extra 
charges on them�  I am not against carbon tax, as I stated publicly during the week, but I want 
a sensible approach to it.  If that sensible approach involves offsets, then I would like to know 
what those offsets are.  If Europe is looking at the possibility of reducing VAT or allowing us to 
reduce VAT, then tell us that�  Plan for the short term and the long term�  Explain to the people 
we represent the different steps we will take along that journey.  If that happens, we might not 
hear scary stories from people who are concerned because they are running businesses and find-
ing it hard to make a profit or are not making a profit.  Farmers and others are in the same boat 
as businesses generally�  They are uncertain about the future�  We cannot forget those people 
living on the poverty line�  They too are watching what we are doing and how we are doing it, 
and considering how it will impact their lives�

I ask the Government to tell us please what the offsets are.  I ask it to tell us what it is doing 
about VAT at European level�  I ask it to stop sending out messages that are confusing people�  
Stop telling people to cut back on different things in their homes and businesses and understand 
that people are already doing those things our of necessity�  Listen to the various groups that 
come to us and plead with us to listen to their case�  Bring forward some form of package to 
assist them�  The Government should reach out to those people and tell them what plan it has�

My problem is the lack of information that the public is getting�  It is getting mixed messag-
es�  Perhaps as a result of pressure applied by backbenchers or the Opposition, the Government 
has finally come to the point where in dealing with the carbon tax, it is going to have offsets and 
Europe is going to reduce VAT�  People must plan now for the future�  Business plans for the 
future�  All I am asking is that we would hear about any plans in the House so we can tell the 
people we represent about the plan in order to reduce their worry and concern�  There is enough 
of that in life as it is.  There are enough people suffering form all sorts of illnesses and mental 
issues as it is�  I call on the Government to be helpful rather than vague�
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06/04/2022QQQ00200Deputy Martin Kenny: All of us understand and agree that this motion on carbon budgets 
is about setting the destination to which we want to get�  We all share a common bond in our 
desire to get to that destination�  Where we may have disagreements is in the route that we take�  
There are, of course, difficulties for many sectors when we get into this issue and try to deal 
with it�  There are also opportunities for many sectors and we should not forget that�  We all 
acknowledge that�

The farming sector is one of the areas that has the most difficulty.  The people in that sector 
are very concerned about the situation�  The farmers in my part of the world are mainly beef 
and suckler farmers who sell their cattle on�  They are fearful that their whole model of farming 
will come under pressure�  They anticipate pressure being put on them to reduce the herd but at 
the same time they see Europe, which we are all part of, doing trade deals with places like Latin 
America, where they are talking about cutting down rainforests in order to allow more beef to 
be produced�  Those rainforests are, or were, the lungs of the earth�  That interconnectedness is 
not lost on the ordinary farmers in Ballinagleragh or Ballysadare or anywhere like that�  They 
are keyed in and understand the situation�  They are angry that these things are being foisted on 
them and they see an unfairness in all of it�  That needs to be addressed�  It is not enough to tell 
farmers and people in the farming sector that there are going to be opportunities�  It needs to be 
spelt out to them where those opportunities are and how they are going to be delivered�

I attended a farmers’ meeting approximately four years ago�  Someone at that meeting was 
talking about putting solar panels on the roofs of farmers’ sheds and how it was going to be an 
opportunity for farmers�  I have been listening to that proposal since I came into this House in 
2016 and it still has not happened�  I cannot for the life of me understand why�  With all due 
respect to the Green Ministers and the Green Party members of the Government, I would have 
expected the Green Party to have sorted that out quickly when it got into government�  That is 
just one example�

The other issue about the opportunities that may arise is the doubt around the income that is 
possible to be generated�  Farmers, and everyone else in society, want to see what opportunities 
there are�  If we are talking about new green energy, a new green programme and a new sustain-
able future, there must be opportunities in that�  There must be jobs and incomes for people�  We 
need to see where those opportunities are going to be and how we can deliver them�

There is a retrofitting scheme in place at the moment.  I have met several people, as I am 
sure all of us have, who have come to my office and asked when, where and how they can get 
the grant�  Most of us do not have answers for them�  We should have�  We should be able to tell 
them whether they will qualify or not�  We should be able to tell them what rate of grant they 
are going to get and how they can source it�  The biggest question they have is who is going to 
do the work for them�  They want to know where the materials are going to come from�  Those 
are real and serious problem that people have�

There is general consensus on our carbon budgets and where we want to get to over the 
coming years�  There is also general consensus in the community�  Most ordinary people have a 
keen understanding that this is something they can do�  They want to work at it and pursue those 
goals�  They want a more sustainable future for their children and their children’s children but 
they need assistance�  There is a bit of a disconnect in being able to deliver that�

We often meet people who ask us about the retrofitting scheme.  An elderly person who 
wants to get a grant to put new windows into a house can approach the local authority�  He or 
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she will then be told that if their household income is less than €30,000, a 95% grant is available�  
If their income is more than €40,000, a 50% is available�  If their income is between €50,000 
and €60,000, a 30% grant is available�  No grant is available if one has an income higher than 
€60,000�  That is logical and clear�  Why can we not take a similar approach when it comes to 
retrofitting houses?  Why can we not say that the people who are on the smallest incomes and 
trying to manage while raising a family can get a higher level of grant and those with higher 
incomes, perhaps €100,000 or more, will get a much lower grant?  Why can we not do that to try 
to bring balance back into the situation?  That is one of the things that really frustrates people�

The big issue is the access to funding�  We are told that a large part of the issue relates to 
energy and where we get our energy from�  I certainly feel there are big opportunities in green 
energy, offshore wind and solar power.  However, we need investment.  The Government needs 
to be prepared to say that the investment will have to come first.  We need big investment from 
the Government to be able to deliver those alternative energy sources�  We need to be able to 
produce clean green energy�  There is no point in people having electric cars when the energy 
that is driving those cars is coming from a gas-fuelled power station or some other fossil fuel 
power station�

We need to get this right�  We are all in it together and we understand that�  The destination 
is clear but the route to it is unclear for many people�  The real job of the Government is to make 
a clearer route for people�

06/04/2022QQQ00300Deputy Paul Murphy: I move amendment No� 1:

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“having reflected on the most recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, 
declines to accept the carbon budgets presented for 2021-2025 and for 2026-2030 as: 

— they are not aligned with the State’s commitments entered into under the Paris 
Agreement; and

— therefore, calls on the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications 
to consult with the Climate Change Advisory Council in order to amend the budgets ac-
cordingly; and

further calls for a revision in the third budget to ensure it reflects our climate obligations 
based on the latest science and the principles of climate justice�”�

I will go through the amendment in order to make it clear to people what we are saying�  We 
propose the deletion of the current motion agreeing to the current inadequate carbon budgets�  
We replace it with text stating that having reflected on the most recent  IPCC report, the Dáil 
declines to accept the carbon budgets presented for 2021 to 2025 and for 2026 to 2030 as they 
are not aligned with the State’s commitments entered into the treaty signed in Paris in 2015, 
and calls on the Minister to consult with the advisory council to amend the budgets accordingly�  
Our amended motion further calls for a revision in the third budget to ensure it reflects our cli-
mate obligations based on the latest science and the principles of climate justice�

Listening to this debate, I must ask what we are doing here�  It is only days since the third 
working group report of the IPCC�  The co-chair has told us that it is now or never if we are go-
ing to avoid going over 1�5°C�  The UN Secretary General put it adroitly and accurately when 



Dáil Éireann

768

he stated: “Some government and business leaders are saying one thing but doing another�  
Simply put, they are lying�”

The IPCC report is clear that we are on a trajectory to absolute disaster and catastrophe 
and the only thing that can avert it is deep economic and structural change or, in other words, a 
complete revolution in how are societies and economies are organised�  Instead of taking action, 
most of the people and political parties here, including the Green Party, and the world, are just 
rearranging the deckchairs on the Titanic�

8 o’clock

Even worse than that, we are pushing the Titanic further into the water through the EU sign-
ing up for a long-term deal with the US to ensure demand for 50 billion cu. m of US liquefied 
natural gas until at least 2030�  We are signing up for more fossil fuels and more fossil fuel 
infrastructure that will then have to be used for decades to produce a profit.

  What we have before us is simply not in line with the science�  The Chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Environment and Climate Action, who is a member of the Green Party, earlier 
anticipated that we in People Before Profit would make the argument that the budgets presented 
are not adequate�  He knew we would do that because he was at that committee meetings when 
scientist after scientist said very clearly that this was not enough and would not contribute to 
staying under 1�5°C of global warming�  He went on to say he does not think free public trans-
port is the answer and that he does not think banning data centres will help�  I happen to think 
that it will.  What we need is a significant reduction in energy usage and material throughput, 
on a global basis, but that can be done in a way that also improves people’s lives with measures 
such as free public transport, a four-day week without loss of pay, retrofitting and saying we 
do not need data centres with all the algorithms and everything else�  Let us use the energy we 
have to improve people’s lives�

  Deputy Leddin does not agree with those measures.  That is fine; no problem.  However, 
let us at least start with carbon budgets that are based on science�  Then we can work out what 
policies we need to get there�  We do not have that to start with�  It is a complete abject failure 
by the Government and the Green Party that they have brought forward carbon budgets that 
simply do not measure up�  What is contained in the carbon budgets is less than what is in the 
programme for Government�  What is in the programme for Government is less than the EU 
commitments�  The EU commitments are less than what is demanded in the Paris Agreement�  
Bit by bit, there is a complete disconnection from what the science is saying�  That is because 
these budgets are attuned to political realities, rather than making the case to people about what 
we need to do and then finding a way to do it.  We think it can be done in a way that improves 
the lives of ordinary people as opposed to making their lives harder�

  The overall target in the Act of a 51% cut in emissions by 2030 is insufficient.  It is par-
ticularly insufficient when taking into account the obligations set out in the Paris Agreement 
“to reflect equity and the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances”.  Ireland is a developed country.  It 
is the fifth wealthiest country in the world per capita, although obviously most people do not 
feel that; it is the billionaires who feel it�  That is why we need a much faster trajectory�  We 
should be aiming for a zero-carbon economy by 2030�

  Second, the budgets make no provision for, or do not account for, emissions from shipping 
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or aviation�  For a country like Ireland, that is quite an omission�  We are just going to ignore 
these emissions�  We are not going to count them on our balance sheet and other countries will 
not count them on their balance sheets�  That way, we all sail on towards catastrophe with our 
eyes wide open but everyone can pat themselves on the back because they had a carbon budget�  
The carbon budgets use a baseline of 2018�  It is not 1990, which is what we should use, and not 
even 2015, when the Paris Agreement was signed�  The consequence is that we get higher bud-
gets than we would otherwise be allowed if we used a baseline of 2020�  It does not even include 
the Government’s own programme for cuts of 7% per annum�  The eminent scientist Professor 
Barry McMullin calculates that these budgets amount to an average of 6% worth of reductions 
per year, and that the CCAC’s budget amounts to 495 metric tonnes of CO2 equivalent, not 468, 
which is how much it would be if a 7% cut per year was delivered�

  The budgets are also less ambitious than what is recommended by the EU�  The EU looked 
for cuts of 55% by 2030, rather than 51%, and uses 1990 as the base year rather than 2018�  If 
1990 was used in the advisory council’s carbon budgets, they would provide for a reduction of 
just 45%, not 51%�  There is clever accounting going on to try to pretend that something closer 
to the science is being done here�  The budgets are less ambitious than the United Nations En-
vironment Programme’s emissions gap report, which called for cuts from 2020 to 2030 of 7�6% 
per year to be in with a 50:50 chance of limiting warming to under 1�5°C�

  The carbon budgets are not compliant with the Paris Agreement and its obligation to reduce 
emissions in a fair and equitable way between richer nations and poorer ones�  Quite outra-
geously, the Climate Change Advisory Council essentially says this is not its job�  It states, “It 
is not the job of the Council or the Carbon Budget Committee to make such value judgements�”  
Conversely, the point was made by scientist Dr� Andrew Jackson that, according to the climate 
Act, “CCAC is specifically required by law ... to carry out its functions in a manner consistent 
with implementation of the Paris Agreement ‘to reflect equity and the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities”.  The carbon budgets back-load the cuts to the second budget, 
with cuts of just 4.8% per year for the first five years and cuts of 8.3% for the second five-year 
budget�  As well as the political reality that this Government will be gone, the consequence of 
that is that any slippage in the first five years, and there already is some slippage, will be very 
hard to fix in subsequent years.  Some stuff takes time - there is no question about that - but 
there are things that could be done immediately, like, for example, free public transport, rolling 
out mass retrofitting, and so on.

  A very concerning point was made in the most recent IPCC report�  It noted that the whole 
world, including these carbon budgets, is reliant on the deployment of vast unproven future 
technologies to deliver net-zero by 2050�  The advisory council itself admits that future targets 
rely on carbon capture and storage technology, massive carbon sequestration and land use that 
is neither planned for nor possible at present�  That is like relying on a future fairy tale presented 
to us by some of the techno-modernists who suggest we do not really need to worry about this 
today because a magic solution is around the corner, as opposed to dealing with the science that 
is presented before us�

  At the committee, Deputy Bríd Smith proposed reductions of a further 67 metic tonnes of 
CO2 equivalent to account for aviation and shipping emissions, as well as our obligations under 
the Paris Agreement, but all of those amendments were rejected by Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and 
the Green Party�  For that reason, we should not accept these budgets�  We should send them 
back and come back with budgets that are actually in line with the science�
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06/04/2022RRR00200Deputy John Lahart: I have great respect for my constituency colleague, Deputy Paul 
Murphy, and he makes very compelling arguments.  The difference between being on the Op-
position benches and these benches is that governments have to govern�  Revolution along the 
lines of which he is talking might be welcome, desirable even-----

06/04/2022RRR00300Deputy Paul Murphy: Even necessary?

06/04/2022RRR00400Deputy John Lahart: I am just wondering about time needed, given the pace at which 
change takes place�  I was reminded continuously during the Deputy’s contribution of the movie 
“Don’t Look Up”�  Therein lies the challenge�  I am thinking of the Acting Chairman, who has 
some very young children�  If they understood half of what was going on - given their youth, 
not their lack of intelligence - they would wonder why we are not being more urgent about this�  
What is frustrating for someone like me is we were here having this same debate a number 
of years ago.  That is where one of the differences is.  In a previous contribution I praised the 
Greens because they have kept this item on the agenda and initiated this as a topic of conversa-
tion when no one wanted to know about it�  They persisted and politics and society owe them 
a debt for that, which can often be easy to underestimate�  They did so when it was politically 
unpopular but this issue has now gone mainstream, which is a welcome development�  I often 
offer constructive criticism to the Minister in that he has been radical on the macro stuff, which 
is important because it embeds measures in law and that has been done for the first time here.  
He deserves great credit for that, as do his Government partners for negotiating the agreement 
on it with him�  It is the micro things that appeal to people on the ground because it is in those 
areas that people can make a significant difference in the way they live their lives, do things and 
contribute to the reduction of their individual carbon footprint and they can be proud of that�

I know Members started to talk about the carbon tax this evening and I do not blame them 
for doing so because it is topical but carbon budgeting is essentially trying to reduce the carbon 
emissions on an annual basis and it is about setting particular targets to achieve that�  It is well 
past time for this to even be debated but I used to be strong in my opinion on the following 
point�  Countries like Denmark regionalise those budgets and I would have thought that carbon 
budgeting on a local authority basis would have been a competitive and attractive thing in Ire-
land�  It would have also given individuals in each county, residential area and parish a sense of 
pride, for example, if somebody converted to a hybrid or electric car in a parish that would re-
sult in a reduction in the carbon footprint of that parish for the year and that kind of thing could 
be measured on a league table basis�  We go for the national carbon budgeting and I understand 
why that is so�  To have localised it more might have made it a little bit more understandable�

I have mentioned some of the changes previously�  I got a lift from a taxi driver recently 
and I said this at a recent parliamentary party meeting�  He availed of the €25,000 grant for an 
electric vehicle and had to borrow a little on top of it�  He bought it from a supplier and the sup-
plier claimed the grant from the National Transport Authority, which resulted in the taxi driver 
paying substantially less and then having to claim back�  The reduction was front-loaded for 
the taxi driver.  We should look at doing that for people who are retrofitting their houses and let 
the contractor apply for the grant.  That would open up retrofitting to an awful lot more people 
because what puts them off retrofitting is that there is a big grant but they have to have a lot of 
money in their pockets to avail of that big grant whereas if the onus was on the contractor being 
employed under certain protocols to claim the grant back then people would need substantially 
less money to start going for retrofits in the first place.  We should have introduced e-scooters 
on the city bike rental scheme two years ago�  Imagine the reduction in our carbon footprint if 
we had brought them in�  Imagine if, as I have mentioned for three years, we had allowed com-
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panies that purchased e-bikes for their employees to claim 100% of the cost of that back in tax�  
Imagine how many electric bikes there would be on our streets in our urban areas and cities if 
that had happened and the reduction there would have been in our carbon footprint�  Those are 
the things that make meaningful differences to people’s lives and allow them to make a tangible 
impression on the reduction of our carbon footprint�

06/04/2022SSS00200Deputy Joe Flaherty: I know the Ceann Comhairle has stepped out but I want to pay trib-
ute to him for hosting President Zelenskyy earlier�  He spoke passionately and emotively from 
the heart and he represented the views of the people of Ireland�  I commend the Minister, who 
also spoke most eloquently�  It was wonderful to hear him namecheck and quote some of the 21 
previous speakers who had addressed the Houses�  It put the momentum of today in context�  I 
congratulate him on that�

On the business at hand, we are facing the perfect storm�  On the one hand we are warned 
of impending environmental doom if we do not take decisive action and, on the other, we have 
hard-pressed families throughout the country creaking at the seams and desperately trying to 
make ends meet�  While everybody in this Chamber is well insulated from the worst of the 
crisis, our communities are ravaged by a cost-of-living crisis�  Some would have us choose 
between the environment and aiding these families in the deepest and darkest of financial hard-
ship as we face into potential double digit inflation.  I hasten to add that inflationary pressures 
will not abate and will ultimately wipe out any potential pay rises on a whim�  It is possible and 
incumbent on us to tackle both challenges�

We cannot control the war in Ukraine or oil prices�  We are a price taker, not an oil producer, 
and all these issues are beyond us but we must go to the kernel of the issue and make any and 
every effort to address the cost-of-living challenge.  We can take real and meaningful actions 
to assist families who are struggling�  We have heard many calls to pause the carbon tax but 
the impact of doing that will be minuscule�  A reduction in VAT will assist and I commend An 
Taoiseach on his efforts at EU level in this regard.  I also welcome the comments in recent days 
from him that he, the Cabinet and the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, are working towards a se-
ries of cost-of-living support measures that will hopefully be announced towards the end of the 
month�  The only way to genuinely help families in this time of crisis is if we put money directly 
back into their pockets.  We have already seen a significant Exchequer boost in VAT revenues as 
a result of soaring fuel costs�  That money needs to be ring-fenced and put directly back into the 
pockets of those who have been worst affected.  We have the means and mechanisms in place 
that will allow us to directly address these issues�

We have to further broaden the eligibility for the fuel allowance and we also need to allow 
departmental officials flexibility and discretion when it comes to awarding the payment.  If 
people are €5 or €10 over the income threshold for the fuel allowance that should not preclude 
them from receiving it in this time of crisis because the reality is that a bale of briquettes costs 
€6 and €10 will not buy a half bag of coal�  To be arguing with somebody over €5 or €10 when 
it comes to applying for the fuel allowance seems derisory and insulting in this case�  We also 
need a once-off fuel allowance payment in the month of May.  This will cushion people into 
the summer as they prepare for the worst excesses of what will have been a difficult winter.  
This should be a full payment of €914 because the average oil bill is in the region of €720 and 
average electricity bills are in the order of €500�  There is also a compelling case to be made to 
extend the fuel allowance to family carers as the carer’s payment is not a qualifying payment 
for the fuel allowance.  In addition, it is estimated that one in five family carers is not in receipt 
of a carer’s payment�  It is important that we extend the eligibility of the fuel allowance to many 
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of these households because they are the ones that have been most adversely affected by the 
cost of fuel and these are the families that needed the heat most over the hard winter months�

I refer to the hard-pressed middle income families who heretofore have seen no break, help 
or assistance apart from an electricity credit of €200 and whatever benefit they gleaned from 
the reduction in fuel excise duty�  We have an immediate and ready solution that can address the 
issues for these people.  We have a network of community welfare offices across the country 
and among those numbers we can count some of the hardest working, most efficient and most 
empathetic civil servants we have in this country.  They have their fingers on the pulse and they 
can see first-hand the challenges and difficulties that families are facing on a daily basis.  We 
need to give these community welfare offices a once-off fund, derived from money ring-fenced 
from the windfall from VAT on fuel in recent months�  We should allow hard-pressed middle 
income families to access that fund�  That is the only way that we will address the crisis that 
families across the country are facing�  We need to start putting money back into their pockets�  
These are real changes that will make a meaningful difference and will not be hoovered up by 
energy companies, as we have seen so far�

This is not a debate about them or us or about environmentalists versus climate sceptics�  
An Taoiseach put it most eloquently earlier this week when he said it is about safeguarding the 
future for our children and their children�  It is also about safeguarding the people in our com-
munities, who need us now more than ever�  They are turning to us with voices of despair and 
anger�  They are asking for us, as a Government and legislators, to do something meaningful 
and tangible, by putting money back into their pockets to take the pressure off them.  I have 
outlined three or four tangible measures and solutions that could address the cost of living 
crisis and could directly affect more than 700,000 households throughout the country.  At the 
same time, crucially, we can do this.  We can make a real and meaningful difference to those 
households�  At the same time, we can maintain momentum on the environmental challenge that 
looms large for the world�

06/04/2022TTT00200Deputy Mark Ward: Several people contacted me about increases in carbon tax on foot of 
this debate�  These carbon budgets are not to be confused with the upcoming increases in carbon 
tax proposed by Government�  Sinn Féin will oppose the increase carbon tax�  It is out of touch 
with the increase in the cost of living, as was said by the Minister’s colleague just before me, 
that ordinary workers and families must endure�

The Government is still doing many things that increase emissions rather than reduce them�  
Data centres are still being added to the grid�  There was a bad policy by the previous Govern-
ment that wanted to make Ireland the data capital of the world�  This plan gave no consideration 
to the impact that this would have on carbon emissions�  The current Government is standing by 
idly as the volume of electricity that data centres use could reach 30% of all electricity used in 
the State by 2030�  This Government is great at making targets, but it does not actually achieve 
many�  While we support the targets laid out in this document, I am not optimistic that the Gov-
ernment will achieve them�

Sinn Féin will continue to hold the Government to account and we will criticise, but we 
will also bring forward alternative solutions to help us achieve these targets in a fair and just 
way�  For example, my colleague, Deputy Darren O’Rourke, introduced the Green Hydrogen 
Strategy Bill, which called on Government to prepare a comprehensive hydrogen strategy�  In-
action from successive Governments has left us lagging when it comes to the development of 
our offshore wind potential.  Unfortunately, we seem to be repeating the same mistake when 
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it comes to green hydrogen�  Sinn Féin has a plan to resolve this and Sinn Féin in government 
would resolve this�

06/04/2022TTT00300Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: As the Minister knows, much of the debate about our 2030 and 2050 
emissions targets has focused on energy, transport and agriculture�  I would like to shift the 
focus to the built environment�  Approximately 30% of our emissions come from the built en-
vironment, 20% from operational emissions relating to energy use and efficiency, and approxi-
mately 10% from the embodied carbon and materials used in the building of new infrastructure, 
homes, roads, schools, hospitals and so on�  My colleague, Deputy O’Rourke, earlier outlined 
our support for an ambitious, just retrofitting plan, and his concerns with respect to the plan 
presented by Government�  Even if the Government meets all of its targets, while operational 
emissions in the built environment will reduce, under the NDP, embodied carbon emissions are 
likely to increase unless we take significant action.  Last year, the Irish Green Building Council 
published a good report that outlined many pathways to reduce embodied emissions�  Both the 
Minister and this side of the House would fully agree on their implementation�  If we are serious 
about reducing embodied carbon, then we have to accept that whatever we build in the future 
has to be built differently.  We have to consider what is built, and how and where it is built.

I will make some concrete suggestions about areas where our party would be happy to work 
alongside the Government in future to reduce those embodied carbon emissions�  We have to 
accept a clear phase-out target for high-carbon cement, not unlike what we have done with gas 
boilers as part of near-zero energy buildings�  We should set a date, on foot of the sectoral emis-
sions targets that were announced, for phasing out high-carbon cement, both for concrete and 
bricks�  The technology is available in Ireland to produce lower-carbon cement and concrete 
products�  It costs exactly the same as older technology and there is no reason we cannot have 
an ambitious phase-out for those projects�

We have to shift away from high-carbon products such as steel, cement and concrete to 
the new technologies that are being used much more comprehensively in Scandinavia, Brit-
ain, France and continental Europe�  A number of good small companies in Ireland produce 
high-quality timber products, not for timber-framed homes, but for a completely new form of 
technology for building houses, schools and other public buildings�  In many cases, it is zero-
carbon and, in some cases, the emissions content is negative carbon�  More importantly, it is 
cheaper, faster and higher quality�  We need Government to be far more ambitious in the use 
of these technologies�  If it is, it will have our active support�  That also means we need to ad-
dress issues with planning�  We need to see the new rural planning guidelines published to make 
sure they complement all of these strategies�  We need to have far more mid-rise, high-density 
development in our cities and town centres�  We want to work with the Minister on these areas�  
We urge him to be ambitious�  If he is, he will have active support from our party on this side 
of the House�

06/04/2022TTT00400Deputy Verona Murphy: I learned from a constituent in the past couple of days that it is 
the practice of the ESB to apply a low usage charge at a fixed rate of €38.28 for a 66-day period.  
The low usage charge applies when usage drops below 125 kWh�  It is the practice of a State-
owned body to penalise consumers for reducing their electricity consumption�  The Minister 
currently encourages consumers to reduce the time they spend in the shower and to change the 
times they use their washing machines and dishwashers, with other such measures to reduce 
their ESB bills, in the full knowledge that this is a complete fallacy, as those low-income earn-
ers and pressed middle class people will be the subject of a low usage charge if they take his 
advice�
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It is patently clear that he is completely out of touch with reality and the challenges facing 
those on middle incomes in Ireland�  Will he explain why Electric Ireland is allowed to apply 
higher standing charges to those customers who use low volumes of electricity?  Surely any 
sensible energy or climate policy should reward those who use less energy rather than punish-
ing them?  Last year, I was one of only ten Deputies to vote against the climate action legisla-
tion�  My decision is now vindicated, especially when I see the consequences for the people 
of rural Ireland�  My opposition to the Bill was not as a climate change denier but as a realist�  
My opposition is because I know the solutions being proposed to deal with climate change are 
contradictory and ineffective, and will tax the poorest in society.

This practice of charging higher fees for people who use less electricity is another example 
in a long list of contradictions when it comes to the Government’s approach to climate change�  
Different members of Government seem to be attributing the blame for the cost-of-living crisis 
to the invasion of Ukraine�  The reality is that the biggest cause of the crisis has been the imple-
mentation of poorly thought-out energy policies that have resulted in rising costs, coupled with 
the consequences of Brexit�  These policies include shutting down energy production in Ireland 
and instead importing peat from eastern Europe, banning gas exploration and instead buying 
Russian gas abroad, and imposing carbon taxes on fuel and home heating oil and then applying 
VAT on the tax�  These are just some examples of how Government behaviour has contributed 
to the current problems�

The climate action Bill is about carbon credits, another fallacious policy�  It basically states 
that the Government does not care how much CO2 is emitted, as long as it is outsourced to 
some other country�  Government policy penalises our own farmers with taxes, regulations and 
charges, while indirectly encouraging imported products from places such as Brazil, where 
thousands of acres of rainforests have been removed to create room to meet their farming 
needs�  These have been produced in an environmentally unfriendly way and then transported 
here using the very fuel that the Government is trying to encourage us not to use�  In full view 
of the obvious headwinds that face our small island economy, the Government is hell bent on 
proceeding with an increase in carbon tax�  It appears that the Government does not realise that 
raising prices will make inflation worse.  It is willing to ignore the facts that this would penalise 
the most marginalised in society�  It is prepared to ignore the obvious, disastrous consequences 
for our economy in terms of unemployment and wage demands�

The people need initiatives that will deal with inflation, not initiatives that will compound 
inflation.  All of this is at a time when our economy faces serious challenges as a result of the 
war and of the energy crisis.  Let me just highlight again who these carbon taxes affect the most.  
They affect the people on lower and middle incomes.  These are the people who spend the high-
est percentage of their income on essentials, such as heating and food�  Low-income earners 
are the least able to afford to retrofit houses, or to buy a new electric vehicle.  Retrofitting will 
benefit those who are on higher incomes, not the squeezed middle.  People in rural areas of 
Ireland do not have the facility of public transport to avail of to replace their car journey or to 
go to work to help to reduce their carbon footprint�  They mostly have no choice but to use their 
car which, today, they can no longer afford.  

Carbon taxes are anti-poor, anti-rural and anti-logic and should not be implemented with-
out first having an alternative that the consumer can avail of.  If the carbon tax increase goes 
ahead in May, it would be another clear public demonstration that Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael are 
willing to ignore the struggling people and, instead, capitulate once again to the Green Party’s 
agenda in order to ensure that the Government does not fall�  It is not too late for the Govern-
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ment to do the right thing�  I say it again: the Government must remove its 55% tax take from all 
fuel until the war is over and until risks have abated�  It will save jobs, it will save the economy 
and it will maintain the standard of living�

When I put this proposal to the House two months ago, some in the Government condemned 
it as the madness from a mad cow�  It appears some economists are now catching the same mad 
cow disease and are agreeing with that proposal�  Today, David McWilliams noted a similar 
view, as did others on this side of the House�  Thankfully, they are now beginning to see these 
policies being of no benefit to the people.  Events are beginning to resemble 2008 more and 
more by the day�  The application of carbon taxes is Cromwellian and will tax the majority in 
society into penury�  The people will not stand for it and neither will I�

06/04/2022UUU00200Deputy Matt Shanahan: Ireland has set itself the ambitious targets of a 50% reduction in 
carbon output by 2030 and of carbon neutrality by 2050�  The recent IPCC report again outlines 
the significant challenges that are facing mankind and our need to prevent global temperature 
increases above 1.5°C over the coming years and decades.  We need to significantly change our 
consumption habits and our energy use if we are to have any hope of achieving these goals set 
out in the climate policy�  We must play our part, but climate goals must be implemented in the 
fairest way possible to ensure that no parts of our economy are targeted through unjust climate 
emission reduction targets�  I am referring here most pointedly to the agricultural sector and 
specifically to the national herd.

The Minister of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth, mentioned in his introduction the plans to re-
duce chemical nitrogen through the use of multi-seed pastoral land sward�  I fully support this 
policy�  In fact, I accompanied the Minister of State on a visit to Waterford Institute of Tech-
nology, WIT, and specifically, to the agricultural area of WIT.  Significant research has been 
ongoing there on the development of pastoral land sward, with the stated intention of reducing 
chemical nitrogen and emissions�  Despite the Minister of State’s aspirations to developments 
in this area, I can tell him that a funding application to further enhance the living laboratory 
project, which is ongoing at WIT and which is central to the pastoral land research there, was 
refused funding by our national research bodies.  They are obviously working to a different 
agenda than the Minister of State�  

In the south east, where the agrifood sector is the most significant economic driver, and 
where dairy, beef, lamb and tillage production are economically and culturally intertwined, I 
would like to see actions to back up the Minister of State’s statements around developing op-
tions for reducing agricultural emissions�  Multi-seed sward, reducing chemical nitrogen and 
fertilisers, rotating feed stocks, wet lands and tree planting all have a part to play in reducing 
farm emissions�  These must be fully considered before any sectoral targets are announced 
that would reduce our national herd�  The Minister of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth, mentioned 
Government plans to introduce a new forestry plan�  I am not sure what a new plan is going to 
do, considering the deficits within the existing plan that have been outlined to the Government 
for over two years and that have not properly addressed the situation as yet�  We can all agree 
with more afforestation.  We can all agree with more carbon sequestration.  However, how is 
this to be achieved if we cannot manage the regulatory environment in over two years to help 
deliver it? 

The Minister of State also highlights the need for Ireland to get moving on its renewable 
generation, particularly on wind�  I have mentioned in the House before the slow development 
of the maritime area regulatory authority, which will be charged with overseeing the planning 
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of our offshore sea area.  Nothing has been announced by way of wind port investment for 
Rosslare�  We have all heard how Ireland may have up to ten times its national required wind 
energy generation offshore.  It is just waiting to be tapped on our eastern, southern and western 
coasts�  However, who is going to tap it?  Where is the evidence that we in Ireland are trying to 
create a skillset in understanding manufacturing and deploying offshore wind energy?  Despite 
all the talk of the vibrant potential industrial sector opportunity that could await for this country, 
where is the evidence that we are developing science and understanding in this area, that we are 
implementing in our colleges and our institutes of technology, that we are incentivising research 
and development grants to engineering companies in this area to pursue wind science and de-
velopment?  The truth, as far as I can see it, is that we would sell the family silverware yet again 
by allowing overseas conglomerates to enter our maritime area, to develop commercial wind 
generation here and to run off and make profits that will be taken overseas.  They will maximise 
the export potential of our wind, while paying us a pittance in licence fees, all the while charg-
ing us up the wazoo for the energy generation that is lying off our shores that we have failed 
and are failing to capitalise on�

I see no urgency to radically transform how we do business and governance in this country, 
how we strategically plan, how and who we make responsible to deliver on our stated goals�  We 
can talk electric cars, wind generation, hydrogen fuel manufacture, biogas and organic diges-
tion, yet we have implemented nothing nationally to adopt any of these technologies to date�  
We can talk retrofitting of houses in the midst of the construction crisis, all the while ignoring 
the complete lack of workers available to deliver on these projects�

The climate action plan can be simply referenced as the need to significantly reduce national 
production of greenhouse gases�  Deputies such as myself have agreed in principle to support 
the actions of the Government in a national climate agenda�  I, for one, have had enough of the 
copious hot air generation that has surrounded much of these debates over the past 20 months�  
We now need to see real intent and a visible, balanced plan with real delivery targets and real 
accountability for those charged with implementing it�  We must do a climate action plan, but 
we must do it fairly and we must ensure that it takes account of the most vulnerable in our so-
ciety and in our country, and that it does not damage into the future Ireland’s ability to compete 
internationally�

06/04/2022UUU00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): I thank Deputy Shanahan�  The next slot 
is a Government slot and Deputy Ó Cathasaigh�

06/04/2022UUU00400Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: I ran my first marathon in 2009, which is many years and 
unfortunately many kilos ago�  That might not-----

06/04/2022UUU00500Deputy Denis Naughten: What time did you do it in though?

06/04/2022UUU00600Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: It was not as funny as that�  That might not seem in any way 
germane to what we are discussing, but I learned a really important lesson that day�  I learned 
what happened when human excuses meet immutable, external realities�  I bargained in my 
training�  I told myself I was too tired or busy that day or that I probably had enough done and 
would catch it up later�  I took my excuses out onto the roads of Dublin on an October bank 
holiday weekend and found out by mile 21 that the road just did not care what excuses I had 
prepared for myself�  I feel that, to some extent, we are doing the same with the climate chal-
lenge�  We are bargaining�
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The language we use is that the science is not clear or the measures are too hard and un-
palatable, that the consequences are too far away in terms of time or geography, or that we are 
small while others are big�  The atmosphere just does not care�  As we change its composition 
through human activity, it simply traps more and more of the sun’s energy�  The science is clear 
and the impact and effects of climate change are no longer far away.  They are being felt and 
experienced in the here and now and will continue to intensify in the years and decades ahead�

If that was not abundantly clear before, the latest IPCC report published this week has made 
it so�  One of the IPCC working group co-chairs, Mr� Hans-Otto Pörtner, stated:

The scientific evidence is unequivocal: climate change is a threat to human wellbeing 
and the health of the planet�  Any further delay in concerted global action will miss a brief 
and rapidly closing window to secure a liveable future�

I will admit that cost me sleep on Monday night as I listened to the breathing of my three 
sleeping boys in the other room�  The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amend-
ment) Act 2021 is part of our Government’s response to that call to action�  The carbon budgets 
being discussed this evening are an outworking of that legislation�

A figure of 500 billion tonnes of CO2 emissions is the global carbon budget that scientists 
predict will give us a 50% chance of limiting global warming to 1�5°C�  That translates to 62 
tonnes per person worldwide, which in turn translates to approximately seven years of current 
per capita emissions each year in Ireland, or fewer than five years if we include agriculture.  To-
tal greenhouse gas emissions covered in the carbon budgets are 68�3 megaton CO2 equivalent 
in 2018�  These numbers are mind-boggling, to be honest, but we must make sense of them�  The 
baseline year that our climate Act sets out is 2018.  The first two carbon budgets must, therefore, 
be consistent with a reduction of emissions of 33�5 megaton CO2 equivalent in 2030�

The proposed carbon budgets set us on a path to achieve a necessary climate neutrality by 
2050 and present the potential to better our resilience to climate change and protect and restore 
biodiversity�  They also meet the temperature objectives required of us within the Paris Agree-
ment for temperature rise of below 1�5°C�

I share some concerns around the backloading of targets into the latter half of this decade�  
We must be honest with ourselves, however, and acknowledge that many of the bigger mea-
sures that are required will take time to put in place�  We set out an average reduction of 4�8% 
per annum for the first budget period from 2021 to 2020, an average of 8.3% from 2026 to 2030, 
and in the third period, which is a provisional budget reduction target, an average of 3�5% year 
on year�

Following on from passing these budgets, we also need to ensure we deliver beart de réir 
briathar, that we deliver on these actions�  Ms Marie Donnelly, chair of the CCAC, pointed out 
there is already a “significant [implementation] gap between climate action policy and climate 
action ��� [delivery]”�  She went on to note, “Ireland’s failure to meet its targets is due to not 
matching the ambition of plans with timely and complete delivery of actions�”  Deputy Sha-
nahan alluded to many of those things in that we need to speed up in our implementation�  We 
have to go further faster, and I heard calls earlier to go deeper and be more ambitious with our 
climate targets�  I would be all for that but we need to be able to tackle this climate challenge 
in a way that brings people with us, and, as the Minister often says, this is already a challenge 
beyond compare�
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At the start this year, Mr� Ian Talbot, who is the CEO of Chambers Ireland, spoke about 
decisions made, or perhaps not made, by the State to lock in decades of transport-orientated 
emissions into the future.  He identified how inactivity has caused the long delay in creating 
regulatory and planning certainty for offshore renewable energy.  He commented that, “The 
main benefit to introducing budgeting is that it will no longer allow administrations to defer 
actions as the rolling five-year budgets require immediate action.”

We know that political time horizon struggle to see beyond the next electoral cycle�  In terms 
of budgeting, that will not do�  We need to be long term and ambitious in these plans�  One par-
ticular area in which we can address the twin crises of climate and biodiversity, because one is 
as serious as the other and they are, of course, interrelated, is land use change and forestry emis-
sions�  The climate action plan set out indicative ranges of emission reductions for pertinent 
sectors�  I will again quote Mr� Hans-Otto Pörtner: 

By restoring degraded ecosystems and effectively and equitably conserving 30 to 50 
per cent of Earth’s land, freshwater and ocean habitats, society can benefit from nature’s 
capacity to absorb and store carbon, and we can accelerate progress towards sustainable 
development��� 

  There are things on which we are waiting�  We are waiting on a land use review, a land 
use plan and a national soil strategy�  Both of these are commitments within the programme for 
Government�  We are also waiting on an EU nature restoration law to help restore a nature we 
have already lost�  We need now to begin to plan for the departmental capacity and resources 
that will be needed to take on that combination and help us restore some of our natural and bio-
logical heritage and, at the same time, address land use, land use change and forestry, LULUCF, 
emissions to see how best we can use our land in terms of carbon sink and carbon sequestration�  
These must be acted on and delivered as quickly as humanly possible�

I will return briefly to my harsh lesson in 2009.  I did finish that marathon, although, as 
Deputy Naughten insinuated, perhaps in a time I might not want to share with the House�  
Something it taught me was relentless forward progress, however, and that every step we take 
now must be a step in the right direction�  No matter how hard it is for us to put one foot in front 
of the other, we must move in that direction�

Mr� Philip Boucher-Hayes, who I think is one of our foremost and best journalists in terms 
of climate reporting, posed the following question when reporting the latest IPCC report:

Q: What happens when you put 270 physics, chemistry and environment PhDs in a room 
for eight years?

A: You get a revolutionary manifesto for changing the planet and saving humankind�

Let us adopt these budgets this evening, as challenging and revolutionary as they are�

I will close with the lyrics of a song that has often played in my head since the time of my 
election, which responds-----

06/04/2022VVV00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: Is the Deputy going to sing?

06/04/2022VVV00400Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: I will not sing it; I will spare Deputy McGrath�  It reminds me 
of my responsibilities in this House, however�  Deputy McGrath will know the song; he might 
join in�  It goes:
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Come senators, congressmen

Please heed the call

Don’t stand in the doorway

Don’t block up the hall

[ ��� ]

The battle outside ragin’

Will soon shake your windows

And rattle your walls

For the times they are a-changin’

The times and the climate are changing�  It is past time to act�  Let us heed the call, as Mr� 
Zimmerman asked, and support the adoption of these carbon budgets this evening�

06/04/2022VVV00500Deputy Thomas Gould: We stand here today on the cusp of another increase in the carbon 
tax.  It is a tax that is truly unfair and harsh.  It penalises those who can afford it the least.  The 
Government spends much time talking about the hard decisions on climate change but does not 
talk about the facts and figures that show ordinary people bear the largest burden when it comes 
to action on climate change�

The Government does not talk about how data centres take up 10% of the country’s elec-
tricity and that is expected to rise to a whopping 70% by 2030�  There are currently 70 opera-
tional data centres in the State, with Dublin having 25% of European data centres�  They are 
not sources of employment�  They are not bringing investment into communities�  They do not 
bring people into local shops or groups in any way�  They are a drain on electricity that is really 
needed at the moment�

When the Government talks about the carbon tax, should it not be aimed at big business, 
which uses the most energy, and not at struggling families who are only looking to survive�  
When I spoke to Deputy McDonald earlier, she made a point to me that many families are not 
surviving�  They are going to moneylenders and credit unions and running up debts on their 
families�  Are we expected to take the energy that is required to hold all of Europe’s data pro-
cessing?  That is the question the Minister has to answer�  Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and the Green 
Party could send out a clear message to people�  If the Government leads by changing behav-
iours, people will follow if they can�

The current application system for electric taxis is not operational at the moment, even 
though it was announced a few weeks ago�  The NTA has informed me it is a technical issue�  
We could switch our entire taxi fleet to electric vehicles.  Imagine the message that would 
send out and the emissions it would save if we were to do that�  I encourage the Minister to act 
quickly, get that system up and running and let taxi drivers who want to move to electric avail 
of the grants�  We cannot solve climate change in one fell swoop, but there are many positive 
measures on which we can work together, and we will work with the Government if those mea-
sures are sincere and true�

06/04/2022WWW00200Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire: The IPCC report announced this week gives a start 
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and grave warning that we must take seriously, namely, that it is now or never and that two to 
three years remain in which we can reduce emissions drastically to ensure there will not be ir-
reversible consequences that our children, those in poorer countries and the poorest in our own 
country could feel�  We need to act; now is the time�  Actions are being taken, which I acknowl-
edge, but a great deal more can be done�  Solar technology has been around for a long time and 
it is incredible how many public buildings throughout the State do not have solar panels�  It is 
incredible that of the more than 4,000 schools in the State, there is no scheme as yet for them 
to feed in solar energy to the grid�  There are no regulations to govern that area�  The same is 
true of community facilities and any number of voluntary organisations and their buildings�  It 
is an obvious win and one on which we must move�  The Government has talked about it, but 
progress has been very slow and we need to address that�

The other issue on which there is significant potential for generating energy not only for us 
but also in a European context and to allow us to convert to green hydrogen relates to offshore 
wind�  Moreover, there is great potential for creating employment as well�  In other countries, 
such as Britain and some of our other neighbours, steps have been achieved in this regard, 
whereas we are coming to this very late�  I appreciate that predates the Minister and there have 
been recent announcements, but much more is needed�  There is a need to engage with seafar-
ers�  My understanding is the seafood task force that has been talked about has not yet been 
convened�  It would allow us to have that engagement in order that we can navigate the chal-
lenges that exist there.  We need a clear signal that there will be an option for floating offshore 
wind in the next two to three years because that will unlock significant potential.  There needs 
to be significant public investment to ensure the public and the community can benefit from it, 
and those who are going to invest in it need that clear signal to ensure the investment can start 
to be ramped up now�  These are the kinds of steps we need to take�

06/04/2022WWW00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): I thank the Deputy for sticking to the 
substance of the motion, which relates to carbon budgets and not to carbon tax�  Some people 
watching the debate at home might have been confused by earlier contributions�

06/04/2022WWW00400Deputy Thomas Gould: I am not confused at all�  The Acting Chairman is straying beyond 
his remit�

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022WWW00600Acting Chairman (Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan): I call on Deputy Mattie McGrath from 
the Rural Independent Group, who is sharing time with Deputies Michael Healy-Rae, Michael 
Collins, O’Donoghue and Nolan�

06/04/2022WWW00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Acting Chairman told me earlier that it was his first time 
in the Chair and I wish him well, but we will not take any such clandestine lectures before we 
start our contributions�  He will need a lesson in chairing if he wants to take up the role again�

We are opposed to the proposal�  We are ten Deputies, as Deputy Verona Murphy said ear-
lier, and we are regarded as laggards, blackguards, backward, gombeen men and whatever else�  
What have we seen since the Government came into power?  It can blame the Ukraine war or 
whatever it likes, but this was always coming�  Last October, we sought a debate on these is-
sues, as did anyone who is in business or who knows anything about business�  Ordinary people 
cannot heat their homes or turn on their electric blanket, if they can afford one.  The Govern-
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ment is making the people perish and it is punishing people on lower incomes and those who 
are less well off.

Meanwhile, the blackguarding goes on�  People who have installed solar panels cannot get 
onto the grid, and nor can people who have installed a miniature wind turbine near their house�  
People have made all kinds of efforts to install various kinds of heating systems and want to 
make an effort, but they cannot.  The laggards and the blackguards are the Minister’s Govern-
ment and successive Administrations, which have blackguarded the people�  The Government 
thinks that now, it can frighten them into accepting anything�  That is not going to happen�  Just 
because it frightened the life out of people with Covid, it thinks it can frighten them now with 
the latest green policies�  It has a rude awakening coming�  We are not climate change deniers 
but we know that people need to live as well as everything else�  Why is the Government not 
hitting data centres or big business?  The Government and the Minister – I am shocked – have 
become servants of the global masters instead of the people�  The ESB is making ridiculous 
profits, as are Bord Gáis and the whole lot of them.  They are piling increases onto the people.

I will conclude with the permission of the Acting Chairman, in case he lectures me again�  
To think the Government might come back here after a two-week break and introduce another 
carbon tax increase is utter folly, and I do not mind saying it here tonight�  It can keep on with 
its folly and we know where it will get its Deputies�  I will not mention “airy-fairy” or anything 
like that in case people get insulted, but folly-folly and dolly mixtures are what the Government 
is now�

06/04/2022WWW00800Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I will use my short time to relay a conversation I had yester-
day with a constituent of mine.  He specifically asked me to address this to the Minister, Deputy 
Eamon Ryan�  The man, who lives in a housing estate in Killarney, asked me to name him but 
I am not going to do that because I do not think that would be polite or right�  He is a real man, 
living in a house with his daughter, who has special requirements�  His house is old and the only 
way of heating it is with bags of coal and timber, which he buys in the shop�  They allow him 
to heat his water, keep the room warm and run a couple of radiators, and he has a gas cooker in 
house�  He told me that his biggest problem is that timber has increased in cost, given the price 
of petrol and everything has increased, so the people who sell timber have to charge more, and 
the price of coal has risen significantly.  This is the only way he can survive.

I do not want to hear Minister tell that man to avail of the grant because that is insanity�  He 
is struggling to pay for a bag of coal when he buys it, and he said he has always been living 
hand to mouth every week�  He does not have the money that is required to refurbish his house 
to avail of the grant, so there is no point telling him he will get €25,000 if he can pull another 
€40,000 from underneath his bed.  Where is he supposed to get it?  He cannot get off the ground 
to carry out the improvements the Government recommends�

Will the Minister take into account that man and his daughter, who has special require-
ments? They need to live today and next week, and they need to heat their home�  The Govern-
ment is not going to do anything to help them but instead it will hurt them�  I am shocked and 
surprised at the backbenchers who will support it in its endeavours�

06/04/2022WWW00900Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Acting Chairman will support it as well�

06/04/2022WWW01000Deputy Michael Collins: In a recent radio interview, a Deputy from west Cork said car-
bon tax was difficult but good.  I could not believe how anyone could be so far removed from 
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his constituents.  Just imagine every farmer, fisherman and hard-working father and mother in 
west Cork, who are now worried beyond words, wondering where they will get the money to 
buy food or fill the oil tank.  That statement, made by a rural Government Deputy, mesmerised 
many, who mentioned it to me�  I will tell the Minister how impossible carbon tax is to pay, on 
top of every other expense.  Parents, businesses, farmers and fishermen are on the phone to me 
day and night because of the cost of fuel to be used to take the kids to school, drive to work, fill 
the tractor to draw feed for cattle or fill the boat to take the crew out to fish for the week.  They 
are telling me in their hundreds to do whatever it takes to prevent the Government from apply-
ing this additional Government tax known as carbon tax, including a vote of no confidence, if 
it has to come to that�  That is how angry they are�

As I said, they cannot afford to fill their home heating tanks or their cars or tractors with fuel.  
Some fishermen have told me it is not worth their while going out onto the water and that this 
country does not pay them to go fishing because they cannot afford to go for a full week.  This 
additional increase, which will come in May, is coming in order that Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael 
can remain in government and keep the Green Party happy�  It is time to wake up�  This country 
is on its knees�  Old people are freezing in their homes with no heating, in some cases because 
they earn €1 more than the fuel allowance threshold�  This payment also needs to be considered�  
Representatives of farm contractors visited Leinster House last week.  They cannot afford the 
fuel for their machinery.  That is the bottom line.  Farmers cannot afford to pay hauliers, so 
many of them have decided to go out of business�

9 o’clock

Government Members are standing idly by and allowing all this to happen�  This Govern-
ment is grinding this country to a halt and it is time to move out, as it has the economy of the 
country almost ruined�

06/04/2022XXX00200Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The Government’s answer is to take €10 in every €17 in 
tax from the people of Ireland�  The cost of building materials has gone up by 40%�  That dilutes 
the Minister’s retrofit grant, which is now non-existent, at €23,500.  It is gone with the price 
increases.  People cannot afford to do what the Minister wants them to do.  The weekly shop 
for two adults and two children has gone up by €60�  The Minister’s answer to the agricultural 
sector is a 2 cent per litre reduction, even though it will now cost €50 extra per acre to bring in 
the silage which feeds the cows that produce milk�  Who will pay the extra tax?  It will be the 
consumers who will pay the extra tax on that in their shopping bill�  Who will make the tax?  
The Government will�

To take a simple thing, people try to save on energy costs by not using the tumble dryer�  
They go out to buy a clothes line and clothes pegs�  The Government is taking 23% tax in VAT 
on the clothes line and clothes pegs, on baby wipes, shower gel and toothpaste�  If I could get 
a bar of soap, I would need to wash out the Minister’s mouth with it but I would pay the 23% 
VAT on that�

All the Minister supports is Dublin Port and Dublin Airport�  Some 31 million people came 
through Dublin Airport pre Covid�  How did they get up and down the country?  In cars and 
buses�  Where did the carbon footprint go?  It went up�  The Minister will not support Shannon 
Airport and give it the big investment to increase the dispersal of traffic from Cork, Foynes and 
Dublin Port�  By lifting a ramp, the Minister could reduce carbon and carbon tax by reducing 
the 87% of trucks with food produce that come through Dublin�  Why not come through Foynes 
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and other ports and reduce the tax at 7 miles to the gallon that every truck burns?

06/04/2022XXX00300Deputy Carol Nolan: I firmly believe there are major problems with the idea and delivery 
of carbon budgets�  If they were merely indicative targets, that might be one thing�  However, 
these budgets are legally binding, inflexible and punitive.  The concept behind them is to sup-
port our movement towards a so-called zero-carbon society in 2050�  That is a fairy tale which 
will punish people in the process�

The Minister will be aware that Professor Michael Kelly of University of Cambridge re-
cently delivered an eye-opening lecture to the climate science forum on the cost of Ireland’s 
transition to a zero-carbon society�  It would do the Government good to listen to that lecture 
carefully, instead of following blindly one agenda which is hysterical and whips up unneces-
sary fear and anxiety in people who want to play their part�  Instead of that, the Government is 
dividing society and punishing the people who cannot afford it.  How dare Government Mem-
bers dictate to people how they are to heat their homes?  People are expected to wait 24 months 
on a waiting list for a retrofitting scheme.  Is the Minister suggesting the people freeze in their 
homes until their grant comes through?  If it is out of their reach and they cannot afford it, what 
happens then?  It is outrageous�

Professor Kelly says the cost of expanding the electricity sector in terms of transmission 
alone was estimated to be between €15 billion and €20 billion, an incredible amount.  The final 
bill, according to the professor, will be in the region of €123 billion for the electrification ele-
ment of decarbonisation and an astonishing €255 billion for the retrofitting of buildings.  The 
professor’s view is that we do not need both zero-carbon electricity and zero-emission homes�  
He says net zero is an unobtainable pipe dream, and I agree, without a major national commit-
ment, a command economy and lower standards of living�  He also says we ought to repeal 
net-zero legislation and replace it with more realistic and pragmatic targets�  I support this call 
because Government Members are punishing people and do not want to listen to any other view�  
They are arrogant, elitist and dismissive of every other view�

06/04/2022XXX00400Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: That is personal commentary�

06/04/2022XXX00500Deputy Carol Nolan: They are punishing people who want play their part�  It has been an-
nounced that the ESB will increase the price at electric charging points�  That news was released 
today in an RTÉ report�  People who are trying to play their part are being punished, including 
the farmers on microgeneration schemes that the Government has not honoured�  They cannot 
get onto the grid despite having invested heavily�  What the Government is doing is disgraceful 
and needs to stop now�  Government Members need to wake up instead of going around like 
superheros in capes trying to save the planet and punish Irish people�

06/04/2022XXX00600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022XXX00700Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: Hear, hear�

06/04/2022XXX00900Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: The public consultation on the carbon budgets 
concluded last month�  Last year saw a step change in Ireland’s approach to climate action with 
the signing into law of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 
2021 and the new climate action plan�

 There is a stark picture of the impact climate action is having on all nations�  Negative 
effects of climate change are already being experienced globally.  Carbon tax is a key pillar 
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underpinning the climate action plan to halve emissions by 2030 and reach net zero no later 
than 2050.  Significant portions of carbon tax revenue are allocated for welfare and retrofitting 
schemes�

Low-income households will see the carbon tax offset but I have concerns regarding this 
tax�  We are told that €41 per tonne is equivalent to €1�50 per month to household�  We all know 
and see every day that households are struggling with the increase in the cost of fuel and the 
cost of living�  I met with some taxi drivers today and they told me some of them will have to 
give up their job because they cannot afford to keep their taxi on the road.  I met with hauliers 
who tell me the same�  I meet with farmers regularly because of this�

We speak about transport in rural Ireland and I can only speak about Carlow and Kilkenny, 
particularly Carlow�  In Dublin, there are all the buses and train services�  In a small rural town 
like Carlow, we do not have all those services�  It is unfair for us to promote or work on some-
thing that we know we need to address�

The other issue is something I have been constantly fighting for and on which the Minister 
has given me a commitment�  Carlow town does not have a bus service�  My understanding is 
there will be an electric vehicle there and I welcome that the Minister is saying we will have it 
this year�  We have to get it this year�  I cannot go back again to the people of Carlow and say 
they are not getting their Carlow town bus service�  When we want to work on climate change 
and promote climate action, as we are doing, the proper infrastructure, such as proper cycle 
lanes, has to be in place�  I ask that the Minister ensure that town bus service is delivered�

The fuel allowance is finishing this week.  I ask that it be extended.  It is so important.  We 
cannot forget about people�  We have to know what is the roadmap, what is the plan and what 
sort of communication we need to deliver to the people�  It is important that people understand�  
People are struggling and I see it every day�  We have to be mindful and make sure we are not 
losing men who want to drive a taxi but cannot afford to.

The carbon tax is coming in on 1 May�  There are concerns about that and I have had several 
phone calls about it�  I know the Minister is aware of that�  Do we look at an extension or what 
do we look at?  It is important that we get our communication out there�  We all want to have 
our homes and everyone else’s home retrofitted.  The windows, doors and heating in houses are 
important but we need to make sure there is proper communication and the funding is there�

06/04/2022XXX01000Deputy Alan Farrell: I welcome the opportunity to contribute to this debate, which takes 
place at a time when the world can see the writing on the wall when it comes to climate change�  
It is a time of acute increases in the cost of living, specifically relating to energy costs.  I wel-
come the comments of the Minister, Deputy Ryan, the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste on a series 
of cost-of-living measures to be introduced soon�  Such a step is important as it recognises the 
struggles families face with regard to heating their homes and making choices about food�  The 
recognition of that, in the context of where we are economically, is important�  The Minister, 
Deputy Humphreys, should also note that, as my colleague has just mentioned, there is a com-
pelling case for additional measures through the Department of Social Protection on top of the 
€1�9 billion that has already been committed, including giving consideration to the extension of 
the winter fuel allowance for a further period�  Perhaps that is what she, the Taoiseach and the 
Tánaiste had in mind in their prior comments�

Returning to the climate budget, I am pleased that the Government and its predecessors, 
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having recognised the necessity and urgency of this matter, committed to delivering real and 
transformative change across every sector and every corner of Ireland�  We have set some ex-
tremely ambitious and difficult-to-reach targets and goals for our country.  As has often been 
highlighted by the Department and the Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action, 
which I serve upon, we aim to reduce our carbon emissions by 51% by 2030 and become car-
bon neutral by 2050.  These are significant and challenging targets and there is no easy way to 
achieve them�  There is no one policy or silver bullet to help us reach these goals�

However, a vital component in the battle is the role of the carbon budgets�  These budgets 
will allow us to map out not just our societal landscape, but also our sectoral landscape in a 
series of five-year budgets, allowing us to manage our emissions and adjust our activity as nec-
essary, thus ensuring that we make the best possible effort to meet our climate responsibilities.  
The carbon budgets will facilitate a change in policy and introduce a new level of responsibil-
ity and accountability that will be shared by all Departments, industries and sectors�  By acting 
now, we can ensure that we leave a planet that is fit for human existence, for our children and 
for our children’s children�

This week saw the publication of the latest UN report on the impacts of climate change and 
the cost of inaction�  The report highlights that, while it is not too late to limit climate change 
to 1�5°C, it will be too late without immediate action on a global scale�  If not this week, then 
certainly last week, I believe the Taoiseach stated: “Oh Lord, make me chaste but not yet�”

06/04/2022YYY00200Deputy Eamon Ryan: St� Augustine�

06/04/2022YYY00300Deputy Alan Farrell: I thank the Minister�  I listened carefully, as I always do, to the Op-
position�  I do not want to convolute the subjects of carbon budgets and carbon taxation, but 
there is still an argument in the House that now is not the right time to do this�  To be frank, the 
right time was ten or 20 years ago, such is the impact that climate change will have, not in 20, 
30 or 40 years’ time, but in the next decade�  We are already seeing the change�  By acting now, 
we can ensure that we try to mitigate the worst effects of climate change.

As a small nation, our impact on the world can vastly outweigh our size�  We have a massive 
diplomatic footprint�  It is impactful and important�  By building a broad coalition of nations, 
we can become a global leader in the fight against climate change.

I wish to raise the issue of energy security in Ireland and the wider EU�  This morning, we 
heard first hand from President Zelenskyy.  Like others, I compliment the Ceann Comhairle, 
but also the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, for his excellent speech�  We must continue pushing 
back against Vladimir Putin’s ability to make war�  Much of that comes from the availability of 
Russian oil and gas in the market.  While we in Ireland do not have a significant level of sup-
ply from Russia, some of our EU partners do.  We have a responsibility to use our significant 
diplomatic footprint to influence others to make the right decision.  The decision by the EU and 
the wider West to turn away from their dependency on Russian energy is not just morally right, 
but entirely necessary�  Ireland has the ability to produce vast quantities of renewable energy, 
primarily wind energy�  Over the next short while, we will see our energy bills rising due to the 
knock-on effects of other European states competing for a reduced supply of energy in Europe.  
We will also begin to see a doubling down on renewable energy sources home-grown in Eu-
rope, but we must act faster�

I was in Glasgow a few months ago at COP26�  While I was there, I took the opportunity to 
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meet ScottishPower, which produced 106% of its energy requirements through offshore wind 
energy in a single day in 2019 or 2020.  I believe it was an August day.  Ireland has a significant 
opportunity in the form of the Atlantic off the coast of Donegal in the north, Kerry in the south 
and so on.  Such places will have significant opportunities once we get the legislative frame-
work correct, the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority established and, of most importance, 
have communities up and down the country, especially ports, in a position to supply those sec-
tors�  I do not just mean in the Shannon Estuary, either�  I am sure that other locations will be 
identified in the years to come.

Wind energy and solar development are to be welcomed�  I hope that we will see investment 
in them increasing dramatically�  They will increase our ability to produce energy at home and 
give us the potential to become a clean energy exporter to the rest of the world�  Solar energy 
generation, particularly on farms, commercial buildings and homes, must be ramped up and the 
ability of those providers to feed into the network must be rewarded�  The Minister has heard 
from many Members this evening on the necessity of ensuring that such providers be supported 
and rewarded for their efforts, particularly where farm buildings are concerned.

Our ambitions around offshore wind energy must not be limited to the private sector.  We 
must get involved as a State, and if gaps are identified in the coming years or decades, we as a 
State must plug them in light of the significant opportunities for us, for example the potential to 
produce tens of thousands of well-paid jobs while protecting the environment�  This will require 
changes in a number of policy areas, not least our planning and management systems and the 
speed with which the State responds to these pressing needs�

There is no community in Ireland that does not want to see climate action plans delivered�  
More than that, every community wants to play its part in this effort.  We must do everything 
we can in the House not to frustrate the process, but to provide people in communities with the 
tools and ability to contribute to our national targets and achieve what I hope will be a carbon-
neutral society�

06/04/2022YYY00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: I am sharing time with Deputies McNamara and Fitzmaurice�

I will pick up on Deputy Alan Farrell’s last point�  The one thing we have not done is em-
power local communities or people�  We have patronised them and introduced a divisive carbon 
tax when what we needed was leadership, not just from this Government, but from previous 
governments as well�  Climate change is an existential threat – I have no doubt about that�  I 
have followed it in Galway when we led the way – not me, but the people on the ground�  An-
other Deputy said that the people would follow�  The people have done their damnedest�  Actu-
ally, excuse the word�  They have done their best to lead us�  They did that in Galway�  Does the 
Minister remember what happened when they led us in Galway and we introduced recycling?  
The then Government took the power away and brought in a waste management plan�  The 
Government did not like what we were doing, which was zero waste in a positive way�

I have no problem with carbon budgets, but I support Deputy Paul Murphy’s comments that 
they are not going far enough�  We are in the third instalment of the IPCC’s trinity of reporting, 
with this its sixth report.  Its first report started more than 34 years ago in 1988.  It has led the 
way forward.  The first part of this instalment examined what was happening and warned that 
climate changes were becoming irreversible�  The second part was its report in February, which 
focused on adaptation and warned of catastrophic impacts�  The third report – this week’s – fo-
cused on mitigation�  As has been stated, without immediate and deep carbon emission reduc-
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tions across all sectors, limiting global warming to 1�5°C is beyond reach�  The report goes on, 
but I will not quote the figures.

I am 100% behind the Government in terms of taking climate change measures�  I have the 
greatest respect for my colleagues in the Rural Independent Group and, while I disagree with 
them, I understand their frustration�  The carbon tax should never have been introduced, and 
certainly not in the manner it was.  It is divisive and has repeatedly let Governments off the 
hook for providing proper leadership�  We have no choice but to transform our society�  Trans-
formative action is urgently needed.  Otherwise, we are finished.  I make no apology for saying 
that.  We do it in a way, however, that benefits and empowers communities and stops the divi-
sion�  If we look at Galway and Connemara, seaweed and wool are two indigenous industries 
that should be thriving in those places but there is absolutely nothing�  There is no policy for 
the islands�  An interdepartmental committee has met repeatedly, starting in 1996 and again a 
year ago, but there has been nothing and no policy for the islands�  Scotland was mentioned�  It 
has a policy for its islands underpinned by legislation and the populations on those islands are 
increasing�  That is not happening in Ireland�  There is major potential in seaweed and wool for 
rural areas, but nothing is happening�

We have begged, implored and done everything possible to have a feasibility study carried 
out for light rail in Galway city so we can have a green, lean city, and can channel the energy 
and opportunities that are coming from the transformation�  Instead, we are going down the cul-
de-sac of an outer bypass that is going nowhere and will put more traffic on the road.  We keep 
doing this�  We keep dividing people from each other as opposed to asking how we can face 
this challenge together�  As with neutrality, how will we use our voices to say this is the way 
forward, we will show you and we will be together in that, rather than the divisive nature of it?

Let us stick with Galway�  I see the Minister rubbing his head�  I rub my head all the time�  
I am surprised I still have hair because I am so utterly frustrated by what happened in Galway 
more than 22 years ago this year�  The people there led us on recycling and light rail, for which 
24,000 people signed a petition pleading for a sustainable way of running their city, for taking 
traffic off the road and bringing in park-and-ride.  We put it into the city development plan in 
2005.  Management repeatedly told us it was too early to run it out, and now we have traffic 
congestion in Galway and no master plan for the common good�  I have brought this to the Min-
ister’s attention�  I realise he cannot do it on his own, but a voice has to be raised to ask that we 
do not keep doing this, and to say this is completely hypocritical and is against climate action 
and the policies that are supposedly sustainable�  That is not what is happening on the ground�

06/04/2022ZZZ00200Deputy Michael McNamara: I heard the Acting Chairperson say earlier that there was a 
danger of people becoming confused regarding what this debate is about and that it is about a 
carbon budget�  This is not about a carbon budget�  It is anything but that�  This is about a target 
but how we meet it is not included at all�  The sectoral ceilings are not part of this�  They will 
be agreed at a later date.  I invite the Acting Chairperson to say specifically that those ceilings 
will be put before a Vote of this House because anything less is fundamentally undemocratic�

Imagine if the Minister for Finance stood up on budget day and said that expenditure in the 
country will be €87,593 million and then sat down and said, “Thank you very much�”  That 
would not be a budget because people would ask what the current expenditure and capital ex-
penditure would be and how it would be broken down between Departments�  If the Minister 
was to turn around and say, “Ah well, that will just melt your little heads lads, don’t worry about 
that, just leave that to us, we’re the big boys here in the Cabinet, we’ll sort out all that, just vote 



Dáil Éireann

788

for the headline figure, the €87,593 million expenditure because that is all you need to worry 
your little heads about”, that would not be a budget�  That is what the Government is putting 
before us and it is fundamentally undemocratic to do so�  I invite the Acting Chairperson to say 
that the sectoral ceilings will be voted on by this House because anything less is not a budget�  
It is just a headline figure.

I wish to address a couple of other matters�  We generally use taxes towards achieving a 
good�  It is all well and good to talk about carbon taxes and taxing bad behaviour, but we have 
to have alternatives in place�  I will point to two in the Minister’s Department�  There was a 
time when you could go to Iarnród Éireann, deliver a package and it would go to Dublin the 
same day.  That stopped so now people have to use couriers, which is more carbon.  Inflation 
was lower in France than any other country specifically because it managed to lower the cost 
of electricity since they have a State-owned electricity sector, just as we do�  We have not done 
that in this country�

06/04/2022ZZZ00300Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: I agree with the previous speaker that if the individual tar-
gets are not laid before the House one by one, it is totally undemocratic�  If I go on a journey 
from my place to Dublin and check it on Google, it tells me where I will start and finish.  We 
have not done the measurements in the line of anything in agriculture�  We are at a default po-
sition.  I met members of Teagasc and we looked at different figures.  We do not know where 
we are going�  We do not know what we are putting up at present so how do we know what we 
have to get to?

Let us be clear that nobody is against offshore but the reality is it will take until 2032.  It will 
not be next week or next month�  People are under ferocious pressure at present�  I hear people 
from Government bodies saying that they do not agree with carbon tax, or that they will have 
a meeting this evening or whatever�  There is one way we will show them tonight and that is to 
vote against this Bill�  That is the way we will show them�  There is no point in saying it in a 
half-hearted way�

On the farming community, what people do not understand is the food they eat comes from 
a farm and the more the price of diesel and inputs go up, the more they will pay for food�  That 
is the reality�  The Minister talked about new ideas�  Anaerobic digestion is under his remit�  At 
present, if you are in Bord Bia, you cannot use anything out of an anaerobic digester, if that 
digester came from where Irish Water has either sewerage or a water plant�  That is not a runner 
and it is all blocked at the moment�  People in the cities will get a fair shock very shortly when 
their sewage does not go anywhere�

On top of that, we have always said that the UK, the Corrib gas field and part of Norway 
gives us our gas�  We saw this evening that the UK is cutting out everything from Russia�  This 
is what will happen; nationalism will start to play a role�  People in Germany will say they will 
mind themselves, the Brits will say the same and we will be like the pet lamb in a set of triplets�  
There will be only two teats on the ewe, we will be the third one and we will be starved�  That 
is what will happen in the line of energy in this country�

For God’s sake, at a time of war and at a time when people are paying colossal prices for 
stuff, we are talking about more ways of screwing them in the coming years.  It is time we 
copped on in here�  If the Government believes in what it is doing, it should put it before the 
people of the country in an election and they will soon tell it what they think�
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06/04/2022ZZZ00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I thank everyone who contributed to the debate�  I will respond to as many of the points raised 
as I can that I was able to hear in the Chamber�  The Minister of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth, 
was present for the earlier addresses.  I will respond very quickly.  It will be rapid-fire but that 
is appropriate�

On the 2018 figure referenced by Deputy Paul Murphy, this Government started in 2020 
and that was the first recorded period we could measure our emissions from.  We had to set our-
selves a target�  I agree with him that we have to be careful about what might be called techno-
optimism, which is that there will be some easy, magical, technological solution�  Technologies 
are coming but more than anything else it requires political will�  We have to be careful about 
the false promise that everything can come for free, be it public transport or any other service�  
That is one point on which I differ from the Deputy.

I also agree with Deputy Lahart�  It was interesting that he referred to the “Don’t Look Up” 
movie in respect of how we communicate regarding this�  How we explain it, how we listen 
and how we engage will be critical�  It will be more important than all the technological issues�  
I appreciate what he said, which is true, regarding the Green Party’s role through the years in 
raising the alarm, in looking up and in looking ahead, but that now belongs to every party and 
every Independent in this House�  This is not an issue that will work if it is seen as partisan or 
belonging to one political family and not another�  It has to belong to everyone if we are to make 
the scale, leap and jump we have to make�

I absolutely agree with Deputy Flaherty and many others in the House that we have to help 
our people through this particularly difficult time as regards the cost of living.  We should first 
and foremost look at many of the measures the Government has put in place, such as the €2 bil-
lion in funding�  There are also many measures that can be an immediate solution�  For example, 
the 80% grant for retrofitting covers attic and wall insulation, which gives an approximate cut 
of 25% in the average bill at a time when prices have just gone up by 25%�  Those measures 
are real.  They can and will be delivered in a timely manner to help people out of the difficult 
situation that we all recognise we are in�

Deputy Ward from Sinn Féin spoke on data centres�  A number of Deputies raised this�  We 
must manage data centres differently.  There is no out for any sector.  No one industry can say 
that it is not part of the responsible solution�  We are certain to do that�  In Tallaght - the Deputy 
will be aware of this - a data centre is being built where the waste heat is being used to heat 
the council offices, the university and local buildings.  We can do that elsewhere.  People have 
asked what benefit those data centres can bring but if we start thinking and designing in that 
way where they are part of local entry solutions where that waste heat, which is the biggest 
problem in data centres, is used,  it becomes part of the solution�

I agree with Deputy Ó Broin, also from Sinn Féin, on what he said about the need to look at 
the built environment and particularly the need to switch away from steel, concrete and cement 
and think about the embodied carbon in buildings and he is absolutely right�  These new tech-
nologies with cross-laminated timbers give us building materials where we have an abundant 
resource supply in our forest system -----

06/04/2022AAAA00200Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Will we be let cut it?

06/04/2022AAAA00300Deputy Eamon Ryan: It will be cut all over the country�
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06/04/2022AAAA00400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: We won’t get felling licences�

06/04/2022AAAA00500Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: Your Minister of State has done nothing about it�  She is stop-
ping it�

06/04/2022AAAA00600Deputy Eamon Ryan: We will have to change that and amend that�

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AAAA00800Deputy Eamon Ryan: We have to develop those Irish companies -----

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AAAA01000Deputy Michael Collins: Open your eyes�

06/04/2022AAAA01100Deputy Eamon Ryan: ----- to develop those solutions�

06/04/2022AAAA01200Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: Tell that to the Minister of State�

06/04/2022AAAA01300Deputy Eamon Ryan: To Deputy Verona Murphy, I would say the ESB is one company 
that over the State’s history has done a huge service to the Irish people and it will do so again 
now�  It has a critical role in delivering all the solutions we need at local level as well as thinking 
big about large offshore and other projects.  It is companies like the ESB, Bord na Móna and 
Coillte - semi-State, public companies - that work for us and are owned by us which are part of 
the solution�

To Deputy Shanahan, I would say that I was disappointed that the research arm in WIT 
did not get the funding on the multi-species sward�  I hope it will return and look for it again 
and stick with it because it may take time and persistence�  The Deputy also mentioned wind 
research�  Primarily, now, the research will be on the art of doing and of delivering�  It will be 
applied research from what we learn by going big in scale off foreshores.  Deputy Ó Cathasaigh 
knows about that for places such as Waterford and Wexford�  I hope his sons will be able to rest 
and sleep at night�  Even if the window is closing rapidly, which it is and it is very tight, it is by 
acting and taking those steps, as he says�  

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AAAA01500Deputy Eamon Ryan: It is never too late�  It is never the wrong thing to do for the Depu-
ties’ sons and daughters and all our sons and daughters�  This is a better alternative way to go�  
This is the way the new global economy is going�

06/04/2022AAAA01600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Globalists�  It is globalists�

06/04/2022AAAA01700Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: What about the Chinese and the Russians?  They are doing 
nothing�

06/04/2022AAAA01800Deputy Eamon Ryan: They happen to have the best resource�  We have an advantage that 
we can turn to�
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(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AAAA02000Deputy Eamon Ryan: Also from Sinn Féin, I agree with Deputy Gould about the need for 
the taxi fleet to be ahead of the game.  I will check with the NTA about the new grant system 
and make sure that it is getting a fast turnaround�  However, one thing is sure�  The taxi drivers 
I have spoken to, and I get a lot of taxis, say that it is a fraction of the fuel costs and they are 
really good cars�

06/04/2022AAAA02100Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: It is a wonder that the EPA does not know that with new 
vehicles it bought�

06/04/2022AAAA02200Deputy Eamon Ryan: Well, it is correct�  We need to lead by public example in the public 
service�  I also agree with Deputy Ó Laoghaire�  The public service has to lead by putting solar 
panels on our buildings and particularly schools�  I will follow this up with other Deputies but I 
would say that the Port of Cork, more than any other place, with the Shannon Estuary probably 
second, is where we would see huge potential in developing this offshore wind.  That is not only 
on the energy generation side but also the application of that to deliver industry in Cork�

I will follow that by responding to my Rural Independent Group colleagues, Deputies Mat-
tie McGrath, Danny Healy-Rae, Michael Healy-Rae, Michael Collins and others�  I will make 
the point again that this will be good particularly for the west, south west, north west, and south 
east of Ireland because that is where the resource is strongest�  It is in places such as Bantry Bay 
that we will bring the power ashore, but not only that, or in Shannon Estuary or Cork Harbour�  
I hear what Deputy Michael Collins says about the cost of fuel making it very difficult for trawl-
ers and fishermen at the moment but the answer to that is not to turn our backs on what the likes 
of our ports could actually become, not just fishing centres but the centres of this new industry.  

06/04/2022AAAA02300Deputy Michael Collins: Tie up the boats then?

06/04/2022AAAA02400Deputy Eamon Ryan: No one seeks to divide or to speak down�

06/04/2022AAAA02500Deputy Carol Nolan: That is what the Minister is doing�

06/04/2022AAAA02600Deputy Eamon Ryan: I do not mean any disrespect�

06/04/2022AAAA02700Deputy Carol Nolan: The Minister will wreck the midlands�  The midlands are wrecked 
with the power plants closed�

06/04/2022AAAA02800Deputy Eamon Ryan: I am stating the reality of what we can do�

06/04/2022AAAA02900Deputy Carol Nolan: He has wrecked it�

06/04/2022AAAA03000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Please let the Minister continue�

06/04/2022AAAA03100Deputy Carol Nolan: But if he is making speeches like that -----

06/04/2022AAAA03200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy has had her chance�  I had mine�  Thank you�  
We are going to let the Minister speak uninterrupted�

06/04/2022AAAA03300Deputy Eamon Ryan: The reality of what we can do is what we are doing�  Some 400 hous-
es a month now, which has gone up from 170 a month last year, are part of the warmer home 
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scheme�  We clear that backlog�  That is practical and real�  It is happening in the midlands�

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AAAA03500Deputy Carol Nolan: It is not�

06/04/2022AAAA03600Deputy Eamon Ryan: It is happening particularly in the midlands because that is area we 
targeted first in terms of retrofitting.

06/04/2022AAAA03700Deputy Carol Nolan: It is not happening�

06/04/2022AAAA03800Deputy Eamon Ryan: It is happening�

06/04/2022AAAA03900Deputy Carol Nolan: It is not happening�  I am telling the Minister that it is not happening

06/04/2022AAAA04000Deputy Eamon Ryan: Sustainability Energy Authority of Ireland has a role in meeting 
what we have set out in retrofit; that will be key.

To Deputy Murnane O’Connor, we will deliver that bus service for Carlow� 

To Deputy Alan Farrell, it is not just Shannon and Cork harbours although they will be the 
centres of development.  The other area where the offshore wind will come ashore first is in 
Dublin.  That will require significant investment in upgrade of the grid in Dublin which will 
not be without its challenges but it will also guarantee and secure the industries in the greater 
Dublin area to help pay for all the public services that we need�

Deputy Connolly was correct to voice frustration about the lack of progress in Galway over 
the years�  I hope the Circular Economy Bill which has passed Second Stage and comes back to 
the Dáil on Committee Stage next month can be the answer to the anguish I heard her speak of 
around the need to develop recycling and the need to develop wool, seaweed and other such ma-
terials which will help us create a circular economy here�  I believe that legislation is fully pro-
gressive and in line with the kind of recycling ambition and vision that she has�  Let us bring it 
back to Committee Stage�  Let us deliver the Bill and then the actions and promise that it brings� 

To Deputy McNamara, those sectoral targets will not come back to the Dáil for a vote-----

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022AAAA04200Deputy Michael McNamara: That is not a good tactic�

06/04/2022AAAA04300Deputy Eamon Ryan: ----- but at every stage in this process we are using the joint commit-
tee which Deputy Leddin chairs in the same way we did in the last Dáil�

06/04/2022AAAA04400Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: What is a committee?  It is carrying out the orders of the 
Government, for God’s sake�

06/04/2022AAAA04500Deputy Eamon Ryan: Committees are critically important�  The Joint Committee on Envi-
ronment and Climate Action more than any other committee -----

06/04/2022AAAA04600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Fudge�  Every day in this House�
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06/04/2022AAAA04700Deputy Eamon Ryan: -----or agency has had huge impact on the development of climate 
policy in this country over the past five years.  If we can do that in the same way in the next five 
years we will meet these challenging budgets and targets�

When Deputy Fitzmaurice says that we will not go offshore until 2032 that is not good 
enough and those timelines are too long�

06/04/2022AAAA04800Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: The Minister will see with planning�  He knows this coun-
try�  We cannot take a drop of water in Roscommon two miles not to mind putting a wind turbine 
out on the sea�  We are letting people drown in Roscommon and we are talking about building 
200 m masts abroad in the sea�  For God’s sake�

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022BBBB00100Deputy Eamon Ryan: What we are going to have to do, not only to meet our climate tar-
gets but also to respond to this energy crisis, which stems from our reliance on fossil fuels, is 
to accelerate sustainable mobility, the retrofitting of our buildings and projects offshore so the 
energy starts to come onshore in 2026 and 2027 rather than 2032�  Everything we are going to 
do in the remaining three years of this Government will be to make that a reality�

06/04/2022BBBB00200Deputy Michael Collins: The Government should get out�

06/04/2022BBBB00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: I would say the Government has three weeks left�

06/04/2022BBBB00400Deputy Eamon Ryan: The benefit for us as a country is we are not paying for expensive-----

06/04/2022BBBB00500Deputy Michael Collins: The public want the Government out, out, out�

06/04/2022BBBB00600Deputy Eamon Ryan: -----imported fossil gas�

06/04/2022BBBB00700Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Your backbenchers will pull out yet�

06/04/2022BBBB00800Deputy Michael Collins: The Government is finished.  It is finished.

06/04/2022BBBB00900Deputy Eamon Ryan: I want to finish.  I wanted to get to every Deputy and I am fearful I 
might have left one out�  I think Deputy Fitzmaurice had the last word�  These budgets set the 
ambition�

Returning to what Deputy Paul Murphy asked: are the budgets in line with the science?  We 
set up the CCAC with the best climate scientists in our country�  They are the ones who set this 
incredibly challenging leap we must make�  We know every other country in the world is going 
to be trying to do it at the same time�  We can, and will, be good at this�  It will only work if we 
only do it in a way where we are listening to our people, engaging them, helping communities, 
looking to-----

06/04/2022BBBB01000Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Alternatives?

06/04/2022BBBB01100Deputy Eamon Ryan: -----it as an opportunity for economic advantage in order to protect 
our incomes and deliver social justice and a just transition at the same time�

06/04/2022BBBB01200Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Alternatives?  There are none�
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06/04/2022BBBB01300Deputy Michael Collins: The Minister is not listening�

06/04/2022BBBB01400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Minister�

06/04/2022BBBB01500Deputy Eamon Ryan: That is what these carbon budgets allow us to do�

06/04/2022BBBB01600Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Give me an alternative and I will agree with the Minister�  
There are no alternatives�

06/04/2022BBBB01800Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: I apologise a Leas-Cheann Comhairle�  One of the members of 
that advisory council, one of the Minister’s own Greens, Dr� something-or-other, has said this is 
not the time for another carbon tax increase�  One of his own-----

06/04/2022BBBB01900An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Minister has completed�

06/04/2022BBBB02000Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: -----Dr� something-or-other�  I cannot think of her name but she 
said it yesterday�

06/04/2022BBBB02100An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: That completes the debate and completes the contributions 
of Danny Healy-Rae and everybody else�  I will now put the question that the amendment be 
made�

06/04/2022BBBB02200Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: A Leas-Cheann Comhairle, I-----

06/04/2022BBBB02300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am in the middle of putting the amendment�  That is the 
question at this point�

06/04/2022BBBB02400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: I am calling a vote on that amendment because I am against it�

06/04/2022BBBB02500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy must wait�  I have put the amendment but will 
do so again for clarity�

06/04/2022BBBB02600Deputy Eamon Ryan: I oppose the amendment�

06/04/2022BBBB02700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The question is “That the amendment be made”�  Is that 
agreed?

06/04/2022BBBB02800Deputy Eamon Ryan: No�

06/04/2022BBBB02900Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Not agreed�

06/04/2022BBBB03000Deputy Bríd Smith: Agreed�

06/04/2022BBBB03100Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Vótáil�

06/04/2022BBBB03200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It is the People before Profit amendment to the motion that 
is being put now�

06/04/2022BBBB03300Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed

06/04/2022BBBB03400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: In the interest of clarity that is the amendment being put�  It 
is not agreed�

06/04/2022BBBB03500Deputy Bríd Smith: It is agreed�
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06/04/2022BBBB03600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed�  Vótáíl�

06/04/2022BBBB03700Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Not agreed�  Vótáil�

Amendment put�

06/04/2022CCCC00100An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I have put the question, “That the amendment be made” and, 
on that question, a division has been challenged�  Will the Deputies dissenting who are claiming 
a division please rise in their places?

06/04/2022CCCC00200Deputy Bríd Smith: I did not call a vote�  It is my amendment but I did not call the vote�

06/04/2022CCCC00300Deputy Paul Kehoe: Deputy Mattie McGrath called the vote�

06/04/2022CCCC00400Deputies: Come on, Mattie, stand up�

06/04/2022CCCC00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As fewer than ten Members have risen-----

06/04/2022CCCC00600Deputy Paul Kehoe: As fewer than Mattie McGrath-----

06/04/2022CCCC00700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Can we just carry out the voting procedure please?

06/04/2022CCCC00800Deputy Mattie McGrath: On a point of clarification-----

06/04/2022CCCC00900Deputy Paul Kehoe: The wide world of Mattie McGrath�

06/04/2022CCCC01000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Please, we are in the middle of a voting process�  The re-
quest from the Chair is that the Deputies-----

06/04/2022CCCC01100Deputy Paul Kehoe: A, B, C, Mattie�

06/04/2022CCCC01200Deputy Mattie McGrath: Excuse me, I will take no more insulting comments from a buf-
foon from Wexford.  A buffoon, that is what the Deputy is.  Can I have clarification from the 
Leas-Cheann Comhairle please?

(Interruptions).

06/04/2022CCCC01400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Resume your seat, Deputy�  This is my last time asking 
before I abandon the Dáil-----

06/04/2022CCCC01500Deputy Paul Kehoe: A, B, C, D-----

06/04/2022CCCC01700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am asking for your co-operation�  I am going to ask, for the 
last time, for your co-operation and for the first time, if I do not get it, I am going to abandon 
the session�  It is as simple as that�  We are actually in the middle of a voting procedure and I am 
going to repeat, in the interests of clarity, the procedure and the question�

06/04/2022CCCC01800Deputy Bríd Smith: Can I make a point of clarification?

06/04/2022CCCC01900Deputies: No�

06/04/2022CCCC02000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I repeat that we are in the middle of voting�  Listen to the 
question�  Will the Deputies dissenting who are claiming a division please rise in their places?
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10 o’clock

Deputies Michael Collins, Danny Healy-Rae, Michael Healy-Rae, Mattie McGrath, Carol 
Nolan and Richard O’Donoghue rose.

06/04/2022DDDD00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As fewer than ten Members-----

06/04/2022DDDD00300Deputy Paul Kehoe: A, B, C, D, E, F�

06/04/2022DDDD00400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Mind your own A, B, C�  When you will going to the doors, 
you might get your answer this time�

06/04/2022DDDD00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am not going to stand for ignoramuses like that insulting peo-
ple�

06/04/2022DDDD00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Resume your seat Deputy, please�

As fewer than ten Members have risen, I declare the question defeated�  In accordance with 
Standing Order 82 the names of the Deputies dissenting will be recorded in the Journal of the 
Proceedings of the Dáil�

Amendment declared lost�

06/04/2022DDDD00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am now going to suspend proceedings so that some dignity 
can be brought to the proceedings when they resume�

  Cuireadh an Dáil ar fionraí ar 10.01 p.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar 10.11 p.m.

  Sitting suspended 10.01 p.m. and resumed at 10.11 p.m.

06/04/2022EEEE00100An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I repeat that as fewer than ten Members rose in their places, 
I declare the question, “That the amendment be made”, defeated�  The names of the Deputies 
who claimed a division will be recorded in the Journal of the Proceedings of the Dáil�

Before I move on to consider the motion, I ask for co-operation�  I know it has been a long 
and difficult day but I ask for the co-operation of Deputies, particularly during a voting process.

Question proposed: “That the motion be agreed to�”

06/04/2022EEEE00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: Vótáil�

06/04/2022EEEE00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Will the Deputies claiming a division please rise?

Deputies Michael Collins, Michael Fitzmaurice, Danny Healy-Rae, Michael Healy-Rae, 
Mattie McGrath,Verona Murphy, Carol Nolan and Richard O’Donoghue rose.

06/04/2022EEEE00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As fewer than ten Members have risen, I declare the ques-
tion carried�  The names of the Deputies who claimed a division will be recorded in the Journal 
of the Proceedings of the Dáil�

Question declared carried�
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06/04/2022FFFF00100Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters

06/04/2022FFFF00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in re-
spect of which notice has been given under Standing Order 37 and the name of the Member in 
each case: (1) Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill - to discuss the ongoing water quality issues 
in Dublin Bay with the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage; (2) Deputy 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire - to discuss when the planning application for the Cork Educate To-
gether Secondary School will be submitted; (3) Deputy Michael McNamara - to discuss the 
threat to the continuation of the Spancilhill Fair after four centuries; (4) Deputy Pat Buckley - 
to discuss the ongoing boil water notices in Whitegate in east Cork; (5) Deputy David Stanton 
- to discuss ensuring that every prospective student in east Cork has a secondary school place 
for the 2022-23 school year; (6) Deputy Thomas Pringle - to discuss inadequate funding an-
nounced under the local improvement scheme for County Donegal; (7) Deputy Jennifer Mur-
nane O’Connor - to discuss plans to supply greater resources for the regional ambulance service 
in the south east; (8) Deputy Kieran O’Donnell - to discuss a proposal for an application to the 
Brexit adjustment reserve fund for Shannon Airport; (9) Deputies Marian Harkin and Michael 
Fitzmaurice - to discuss a compensation package for farmers in relation to the Shass Mountain 
landslide; (10) Deputy Maurice Quinlivan - to discuss the findings of the independent review 
of unplanned care regarding overcrowding at emergency departments; and (11) Deputy Holly 
Cairns - to discuss support to prevent the closure of the post offices on the Mizen Peninsula.

The matters raised by Deputies Carroll MacNeill, Quinlivan, McNamara, and Harkin and 
Fitzmaurice have been selected for discussion�

06/04/2022FFFF00300Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

06/04/2022FFFF00400Water Quality

06/04/2022FFFF00500Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I have raised this matter previously in this House and 
others have raised it as well�  There is a strong emphasis around Dublin Bay on improving wa-
ter quality in the bay�  It is a long-standing issue but it has been particularly highlighted by the 
number of people using the sea facilities since Covid as they have become much more engaged 
with all-year round sea swimming�  I work with a group called SOS Dublin Bay, which has done 
extraordinary work and great research on this�  I have done my own research on it and found 
that constituents in my area in Dún Laoghaire have experienced illnesses from swimming�  This 
is replicated around Dublin Bay with the presence of E� coli and other harmful bacteria�  We 
recognise that a major upgrade of water services is needed in the area but there are things we 
can do to help in the meantime�  People want to know if the water quality is good or bad�  They 
acknowledge that a water upgrade is needed but random things can affect water quality, such 
as a heavy downpour for a day or two, movement of birds and excrement from birds, creating 
localised problems�

What people really want to know, in advance of the upgrade of the water system, is what the 
water quality is�  We need to get to a point where people can check it on an app on their phone�  
I can check the weather and tide but I should also be able to check the water quality�  The reason 
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I could do that is all-year round testing of the water�  We are looking for two things�  First, we 
want all-year round testing of the water and the provision of that information, transparently, to 
people who live in the Dublin area�  That way, if they want to go swimming, they can make a 
decision based on the water quality on a given day, recognising that there can be random days 
here or there where it is not good, pending the upgrade�  Second, the ultraviolet technology 
in Ringsend should be made available for longer than it is currently, which is three months�  I 
believe that has been extended partially and I would love to know for exactly how long�  I have 
not got that information from the Department yet�

We have been engaged in a process with the Department for some time�  The representatives 
of SOS Dublin Bay and I have been in correspondence since the beginning of 2021�  They met 
with the Minister of State, Deputy Noonan, in May 2021, and received a letter from him, which 
was supportive, in August 2021�  It set out the various work his Department would engage in�  
Crucially, it stated the Department would be commencing work to amend the existing bathing 
water regulations, SI 79/2008, to allow local authorities to determine the bathing season for 
individual bathing waters and to support Irish Water in additional monitoring of the impact of 
UV disinfection�  If we can extend the bathing season to the realistic bathing season, which is 
now all-year round, and not just the three months of the summer, we could then have all-year 
round testing and would be able to provide that information in a transparent way to people who 
want to use the water�

I have been disappointed with the correspondence and the pace of engagement from the 
Department and the Minister of State, Deputy Noonan, whose responsibility this is, since then�  
SOS Dublin Bay followed up with another letter on 25 January pointing out that the purpose of 
the bathing water directive is to preserve, protect and improve the quality of the environment 
and protect human health�  That must be acknowledged�  We need to take further steps to imple-
ment that directive�

06/04/2022FFFF00600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I thank the Deputy for her ongoing interest in pursuing the very impor-
tant issue of water quality in Dublin Bay�  In order to protect water quality in the bay, work is 
under way to upgrade and enhance Irish Water’s management of the city’s wastewater networks 
and treatment plants�  In addition, the Dublin local authorities are collaborating on projects to 
improve the management of surface water catchments around the bay�

The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage has also requested the national 
bathing water expert group to report to him on how best to protect the health of people who 
regularly swim in Dublin Bay outside the regulated bathing water season�  The bathing water 
expert group has been meeting monthly since late 2021�  The expert group is currently gather-
ing information on when and where out-of-season bathing occurs�  The expert group has de-
veloped two questionnaires, one for the public and one for local authorities�  This information, 
to be gathered within the coming two months, will inform the conclusions of the group and the 
development of advice to the Minister�  This may include any additional necessary measures, 
including regulatory changes and-or monitoring changes�

In parallel, a bathing water task force, chaired by Dublin City Council, is seeking to improve 
bathing water quality all-year round in Dublin Bay�  The task force has undertaken an assess-
ment of inputs to the Elm Park stream catchment as this stream is considered a significant source 
of pollution for bathing waters in the southern part of Dublin Bay�  Other pressures include dog 
and bird fouling and wastewater discharges�  As part of this work, the following actions are 
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being progressed�  Irish Water and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council have closed a 
sewer outflow at Larkfield and are delivering upgrades to the combined drainage infrastructure 
at that location, eliminating one source of pollution to that stream�  The project included the 
construction of a new sewer from Larkfield Road to Our Lady’s Grove Primary School in May 
2021.  Installation of a flow and water quality monitor near the outlet of the Elm Park stream 
will provide information on pollutant loads in the stream just before it discharges into bathing 
waters�  This will assist in predicting water quality problems in order to protect public health�

Additionally, in the Ringsend wastewater treatment plant, Irish Water is operating an ul-
traviolet filter over the winter months of 2021 and 2022 and is now monitoring to see if water 
quality improvements were evident during the times the filter was operational.  Irish Water is 
currently collating and analysing the monitoring data and this analysis is scheduled to be com-
pleted shortly�

The work I have outlined has been undertaken in addition to the ongoing project upgrade 
at Ringsend wastewater treatment plant�  Furthermore, the programme for Government and the 
national development plan made significant commitments for Irish Water capital investment in 
the period 2021-25�  I will raise the additional points the Deputy made around advising mem-
bers of the public who want to use the bathing facilities all-year round in a transparent manner, 
which I understand is the course of things as people take the opportunity to embrace the out-
doors�  Any technology we can take advantage of to make that a reality and get information to 
the source and to citizens’ hands is important�  I will raise that matter, and the Deputy’s other 
points, with the Minister of State, Deputy Noonan, with whom she has had correspondence�

06/04/2022FFFF00700Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: I thank the Minister of State for his response and ac-
knowledge his attendance here tonight�  I know this is not his area but the responsibility of the 
Minister of State, Deputy Noonan, so I thank him for being here�  I appreciate that the expert 
group is gathering survey data�  I am a Deputy for the constituency from north Bray to Booter-
stown and I have been telling the authorities exactly what the issue is for two years�  I have pro-
vided my own survey data, as has SOS Dublin Bay�  It would be nice if the group engaged with 
us in this way�  A motion was passed by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council to introduce 
all-year round weekly testing�  I thank the Minister of State for the information about Ringsend�

I wish to highlight a letter from Deputy Noonan to the SOS Dublin Bay group�  With the 
Leas-Cheann Comhairle’s permission, I will read it into the record, because I struggle to follow 
the logic of it�  It states:

Department officials, together with the National Bathing Water Expert Group, are cur-
rently examining the most suitable options to provide for safe bathing water during the 
winter months, [the winter months are when the issues are particularly pronounced] and 
improve the dissemination of information around bathing water quality, both in the Dublin 
Bay area as well as in other locations throughout the country�

The science underpinning the monitoring and management plans during the current 
bathing season relates to summer conditions so the National Bathing Water Expert Group 
are considering this in their discussions and exploring the best options for winter conditions�  
For example, during summer, sunlight helps to kill harmful bacteria in water�  In winter, sun-
light is not as effective at killing bacteria and therefore natural background levels of bacteria 
in bathing waters are likely to be higher�  There is also more rainfall during winter months 
resulting in more bacteria in bathing waters�  Bathing waters are currently designated us-
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ing bacterial bathing water test results over four consecutive summer bathing seasons�  For 
example, if the bathing season is extended to the full year, the 12-month average concen-
tration of bacteria used to determine the designation is likely to be higher than the average 
concentration over the current summer season�  This may result in the current designation of 
Excellent, Good, and Sufficient bathing waters being downgraded.

The implication is that, because the winter sampling is being taken, it might identify that the 
water quality is not as good, resulting in our downgrading of the beach�  If the water quality is 
not good, I would like my constituents to know that so they can choose not to swim in it on the 
day that it is so�

06/04/2022GGGG00100Deputy Peter Burke: I thank the Deputy for her intervention�  As a public representative 
in the area she should be front and centre in providing information and in any ongoing public 
consultation or advice that residents are looking for�  I will raise what the Deputy has mentioned 
about his letter with the Minister of State, Deputy Noonan�  It is hard to get my head around 
it when I am reading it at pace but I will bring it to his attention�  I have outlined the three 
areas around the broader context of Dublin Bay, the bathing water expert group and the local 
authority-led task force that is assessing target areas�  We should be liaising with communities 
and advising them of any deterioration in water conditions so they can make decisions that best 
suit them�  In the modern era we should be taking advantage of technology to do that and to do 
so in a transparent manner�

The Government continues to invest in our water infrastructure at a high level�  The national 
development plan commitment of almost €6 billion in capital investment to be undertaken by 
Irish Water from 2021 to 2025 includes a major upgrade of the Ringsend wastewater treatment 
plant�  The Deputy referenced her area, which is a key and important one�  I note that the bathing 
water directive is undergoing a review and officials from the Department are engaging with the 
European Commission and attending workshops to discuss the revisions required to the direc-
tive�  Protecting bathers’ health out of season is being considered as part of these discussions 
but as the Deputy rightly points out, out of season is in season now and that is the reality going 
forward.  It is key for citizens to have that information at their fingertips.  We will raise the valid 
points the Deputy has made�  I thank her for bringing this up on behalf of her constituents and 
she has been raising it consistently over a long number of months�  We need action in this regard 
and I will bring that back to the Department�

06/04/2022GGGG00200Emergency Departments

06/04/2022GGGG00300Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: I want to put it on the record that I always thought that when 
a Minister could not come to a Topical Issue debate it was because he or she was not available�  
The Minister for Health just walked through the Dáil Chamber less than one minute ago so 
that is disrespectful�  We always gave Ministers a bye if they were carrying out other important 
business but the Minister for Health walked past us there�  It is not good enough and that is 
no disrespect to the Minister of State, Deputy Feighan, who is here in his place�  That shows a 
disregard for Members and for the House�

I will return to the matter I want to raise�  If this report was available at the time I could have 
raised it prior to the general election in 2020�  I am speaking of the report of the independent re-
view of unscheduled care performance�  It is quite a damning report and I hope the Minister for 
Health can address why it was not published before�  It took a freedom of information request 
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for this report to be made available�  The report reviews emergency care in nine of our hospi-
tals.  The report refers to unsafe treatment caused by overcrowding and staff shortages and it 
was completed prior to the Covid-19 pandemic when staff shortages dramatically increased due 
to the spread of the virus.  Its findings highlight a level of dysfunction at the heart of the HSE, 
with some hospital staff members stating that they did not know who was in charge.  Many of 
the issues that were highlighted remain�  The accident and emergency department wait times in 
2022 look like they will reach pre-Covid levels with more than 51,000 patients already waiting 
longer than 12 hours in accident and emergency departments this year�  Some 13,000 people 
have already waited more than 24 hours for admission.  These are incredible figures when one 
considers the research report by the Royal College of Emergency Medicine in the UK that there 
is, on average, one excess death for every 67 patients who stay in an accident and emergency 
department for eight to 12 hours�

I have a particular concern about the plight of patients and staff at University Hospital Lim-
erick, a hospital that continues to have huge numbers of people treated on trolleys and in cor-
ridors�  Almost 1,600 people have been treated on trolleys there every month of 2020 to date�  
Despite the best efforts of the wonderful but overworked staff there, the issues of long wait 
times and treatment on hospital trolleys continue unabated.  I spoke to a senior staff member 
at the hospital today who gave me a shocking first-hand account of how tragically challenging 
the jobs of staff there have become.  The member of staff contacted me in desperation about 
how difficult the work environment they are facing is.  I have no doubt that people are dying 
unnecessarily due to these failures�  Yesterday evening there was only one electrocardiogram, 
ECG, available across the three wards in the accident and emergency department�  Apparently 
all the other machines were broken�  That is one ECG to cover three wards, the triage area and 
the resuscitation sections�  That is a scandal�  These are important but basic pieces of equipment 
that should be readily available to staff.  It is a major hospital and the fact that just one ECG is 
in operation for the accident and emergency department is simply not good enough for me or 
for the people of Limerick.  This is a critical issue but on a more basic level, staff members told 
me today that there is often a challenge to get blankets and pillows for patients who are waiting�  
The healthcare staff do their best.  Staying in hospital is a worrying experience and even the 
provision of this as an iota of comfort seems to be a cause of difficulty.

I am from Limerick and these patients could be my friends or family members; they are not 
simply statistics�  The hospital zones are so full that in zones A, B and C of University Hospital 
Limerick yesterday, trolleys were two-deep in hallways, meaning that patients being moved 
had to either walk or be transferred through back doors so as not to interfere with those people 
lingering in the hallways�  It is worth remembering that zone C is a Covid area so infection is 
widespread because people are next to each other�

We would all agree that the Minister for Health has an abundance of challenges facing him 
but he seems to be getting nowhere fast�  I have appealed to him, and I do so again, to expedite 
the construction of the 96-bed unit at University Hospital Limerick�  While it will not solve the 
problems of the hospital it would be an important signal to the people of Limerick that they are 
not being ignored and that the Government is committed to rectifying the problems at Univer-
sity Hospital Limerick�  Reducing accident and emergency department waiting times is just one 
part of the puzzle�  It needs to be done but it needs to be done as part of wider health reforms�  
We can invest in GP capacity to reduce hospital admissions and we can increase capacity in 
staffing numbers in our hospitals.  These things take investment and we need to see this Govern-
ment commit to this major investment�
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06/04/2022GGGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I welcome 
this opportunity to address the House on the issue raised by Deputy Quinlivan�  The health sec-
tor is facing significant challenges in providing emergency care while also managing Covid-19.  
I acknowledge that this is causing distress to patients, their families and front-line staff.  I 
welcome the release of the report of the independent review of unscheduled care performance 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 following an application to the Department from 
the Irish Patients’ Association.  The terms of reference of the report were finalised by the HSE 
following discussion with the Department, and it was published in June 2019�  The review 
across nine hospital sites was conducted during 2019 by an independent review team, including 
external management expertise from the National Health Service Scotland, the Scottish Gov-
ernment and National Health Service England�

The report notes that the nine hospitals accepted the inspection visits with good grace, open-
ness and a desire to learn, and that this is a great testament to their acceptance of the huge need 
for learning and change�  During the course of the review the team witnessed many incidents 
of outstanding practice and excellent patient care and was reassured by the many good things 
it saw happening�  The team also observed many areas that it felt needed to be improved�  The 
report contains significant findings in areas such as: patient experience times; executive leader-
ship; and appropriate care settings.  It also gives clarity on: care provision; patient flow; and 
the normalisation of full capacity protocol.  The report makes numerous site-specific recom-
mendations and 30 consolidated recommendations across four themes, covering: leadership 
and governance; emergency departments and assessment; patient flow; and operational grip.  
It highlighted the following: the need for better access to routine diagnostics at weekends; the 
need for more senior decision-makers on-site on evenings and at weekends; and the need for 
more health and social care professionals working at weekends�  The HSE has advised that the 
arrival of the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020 required it to respond to the extraordinary 
challenges posed and in doing so resulted in the implementation of structures and initiatives to 
address many of the issues and recommendations that were identified in the draft report.

The report has remained in draft format since January 2020 and close-out of the review 
process to include factual accuracy checks and response from the nine sites reviewed was never 
completed�  The Government has increased health service current funding from €15�3 billion in 
2018 to €19�4 billion in 2021, and €20�4 billion this year�  We permanently funded 1,146 acute 
hospital beds in budget 2021 and more than 800 have opened.  Significant funding was provid-
ed for additional staff, home help hours, alternative care pathways and community services.  It 
is critical that the funding is used in a manner that has a demonstrable impact on the challenges 
facing the healthcare system, particularly in relation to overcrowding in healthcare settings�  
Key to this outcome is an emphasis on alternative options to emergency department attendance 
and a focus on improving the patient experience in the emergency department�

06/04/2022HHHH00200Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: I thank the Minister of State for the response but it is not 
good enough for the people of Limerick or most of the hospital staff.  I am a Deputy for Limer-
ick�  The report referred to nine hospitals�  I am sure the Minister of State was just handed his 
response and read it out�  It did not even mention University Hospital Limerick�  One would 
imagine, since I am the Deputy for that constituency, that the response would refer to that hos-
pital�  That is deeply disappointing�  The workers at the hospital did Trojan work through the 
Covid pandemic�  They need to hear support from central Government and that their concerns 
are being heard�  Calls have been made for a HIQA inquiry into the level of overcrowding in 
University Hospital Limerick�  I have yet to hear whether one will be commissioned�
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In a recent reply to a question, the Minister stated that the current congestion in our emer-
gency departments is due to constrained bed capacity, the high number of patients with Co-
vid-19, and increased numbers of delayed transfer of cases�  I accept these are important ele-
ments, but the report of the independent review of unscheduled care performance shows that 
the issue in emergency departments preceded the Covid-19 pandemic�  It is important to restate 
and put on the Dáil’s record the report by the Royal College of Emergency Medicine that there 
is an average of one excess death per 67 patients who stay in emergency departments for eight 
to 12 hours�  People are clearly dying unnecessarily in our emergency departments, including in 
University Hospital Limerick, due to waiting and overcrowding�

Covid is a factor but it has grown old as an excuse for the Minister to hide behind�  The 
problems existed well before Covid�  Covid added to them and the Minister’s inaction has 
compounded them�  Unfortunately, people in Limerick believe nothing will change while the 
Minister, Deputy Donnelly, is in charge�  The fact he walked through the Chamber literally one 
minute before I spoke speaks volumes about his interest in our hospital�  His speech, which I am 
sure was crafted for the Minister of State, did not mention Limerick either�

06/04/2022HHHH00300Deputy Frankie Feighan: I agree with the Deputy that emergency department overcrowd-
ing is a serious issue that needs to be addressed�  The Deputy referred to increased attendance 
in recent weeks�  The Covid pandemic put enormous pressure on the system which has resulted 
in unacceptable delays�  It appears the recommendations in this report can be part of the solu-
tion to delays in emergency departments.  As I outlined in my opening comments, significant 
additional funding has been provided to the health service in recent years�  However, funding 
alone is not the solution.  I agree with the findings of the report that management, leadership and 
operational grip are important drivers of performance and should get the same level of attention 
as part of a solution as capacity, staff and enhanced community services.

The Minister, Deputy Donnelly, is due to meet with the chair of the HSE board and members 
of the executive management team to discuss emergency department performance and the ac-
tions required to bring about a sustained improvement across all emergency departments�  Dep-
uty Quinlivan has raised the issue of the hospital in Limerick�  I will bring it to the Minister’s 
attention�  He will discuss this with the chair of the HSE board and members of the executive 
management team.  I will specifically ask for Limerick to be included.

06/04/2022HHHH00350Insurance Coverage

06/04/2022HHHH00400Deputy Michael McNamara: Before commencing, I note that a number of additional beds 
are to be provided in hospitals across the country�  Limerick has consistently had the most over-
crowded hospital and is not included�  It is not acceptable�

06/04/2022HHHH00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are on the third Topical Issue matter�

06/04/2022HHHH00600Deputy Michael McNamara: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle and will move on to the 
Topical Issue debate�  I wish to raise the fair at Spancil Hill�  I am sure everyone in the House 
knows it is on 23 June�  It is an important cultural institution in Ireland�  It is obviously an im-
portant horse fair both nationally and internationally�  It goes beyond that and is now a cultural 
icon�  It was recently included in Ireland’s national inventory of intangible cultural heritage�  
Like much of our intangible cultural heritage, it is not only intangible but is endangered and 
will not be around for much longer unless the Government takes action to protect it because it 
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cannot now get insurance.  Insurance is a significant obstacle for any event.  Occupier’s liability 
is an issue for every organisation in the country, whether they are sporting bodies such as GAA 
clubs, farmers or any other entity, premises or event in the country that needs insurance�

The fair at Spancil Hill was founded by royal charter, by King Charles, in 1621�  It was 400 
years old last year, but the fair did not take place in 2020 or 2021 because of Covid�  It faces an 
even bigger threat from the state of the insurance industry in Ireland right now�  The inability to 
get insurance is threatening it�  There is a voluntary committee, none of whom could be called 
royalists, which revived the fair at Spancil Hill in 1989�  It was made famous by the song�  The 
committee simply cannot run the fair without getting insurance, which it cannot get since the 
British company that used to provide it exited the market�  Another famous horse fair in Ireland, 
at Ballinasloe, is in a position to proceed because it is held in the fair green, which is owned by 
Galway County Council and is covered by its insurance policy�  The Spancil Hill fair is held on 
a farm, which is private property, and has been since the royal charter was granted in 1621�  It 
cannot be held because of insurance�

I ask the Minister of State to look into this matter, and not just for Spancil Hill�  There is a 
little time to save Spancil Hill, but it is a broader issue�  I wrote to the Minister of State’s pre-
decessor, Michael D’Arcy, when I was not a Deputy, suggesting some legislative change may 
be appropriate�  He spoke about the cost of insurance working group, which was established in 
2016 and reported�  Almost all the key recommendations have been addressed, including the 
personal injuries guidelines, which were controversial but were approved by the Judiciary on 
6 March 2021, which is a full year ago now�  Most of the measures recommended have been 
enacted, yet Spancil Hill cannot get insurance�  It is not unique�  It is a substantial obstacle to 
various events throughout the country�  We need to make sure these events take place�  The fair 
at Spancil Hill is iconic, but there are other community groups organising various festivals and 
events.  It will be the first summer back for many of them, like Spancil Hill, which has been in 
abeyance for two years, and they may not be able to get insurance�  I hope the Minister of State 
has some succour to offer.

06/04/2022HHHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Sean Fleming): I thank the 
Deputy for Clare, Michael McNamara, for raising this issue�  It only came to my attention today 
after receipt of the information about the Topical Issue debate�  I thank the Deputy for highlight-
ing it�

To address a few general points, I understand what the Deputy says about the historic na-
ture of the Spancil Hill fair in Clare�  The community is involved and a voluntary committee 
runs it�  It was established by charter 400 years ago�  There is a long history attached to this�  I 
know it did not take place in the last two years because of Covid and once before that because 
of foot and mouth disease�  It is part of our national inventory of intangible cultural heritage 
and plays a key role in the local community, not only from an economic perspective but also, 
more importantly, because it enriches the social dimension of life in the area and wider region�  
Accordingly, I do not take the challenges regarding the accessibility affordability of insurance 
for such community-based events lightly�

In this case, it seems to me that it is not the price that is at issue but that the fair cannot get in-
surance�  I want to be clear in my understanding of where the Deputy is coming from�  He men-
tioned a number of the legislative initiatives and policy changes taken by the Government in 
the last year and a half to deal with the insurance industry and the availability of insurance�  The 
Deputy will understand that the Government and Department cannot directly interfere in the 
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provision of pricing of insurance products, nor do we have the power to direct a particular in-
surance company to provide cover to specific businesses or community groups.  Notwithstand-
ing this, as the Deputy mentioned, the Government has an action plan for insurance reform�  A 
number of its actions have already been implemented, including personal injury assessments by 
the Judiciary�  The Personal Injuries Assessment Board, PIAB, is now dealing with this matter 
and there are test cases in the courts at the moment�  This is taking some time�  As a result, the 
number of settlements the insurance industry would normally make in the normal course of 
events has fallen off dramatically while some of these cases are being dealt with.

The Deputy highlights what I would describe as some of the pinch points in respect of insur-
ance throughout the country�  These were exacerbated by Brexit because many of the insurance 
policies issued here had been done through London�  We had a hard Brexit on the insurance 
industry the day that Brexit occurred.  This has led to difficulties and to insurance not being 
available in many cases now�

Overhauling the legislation will deal with the cost of insurance and the claims the Deputy 
correctly outlined�  However, while that does not provide insurance, it might deal with the cost 
of insurance�  There are only a few of these fairs and similar types of event�  In the past year, 
I have found that if those groups come together and go to a broker, they can, collectively, get 
a good premium from an insurance company�  Rather than each individual fair or street event 
going individually to an insurance company, if they pool together through some association of 
fairs, they can increase their purchasing power and the willingness of the insurance industry to 
take them on will increase�  

In my next contribution, I will talk more about the pinch points and show that there may 
be an option to follow�  This is not a commitment from the Department because we are not in-
volved in the insurance industry�  If we can provide any advice or direction, we will be happy 
to do so�

06/04/2022JJJJ00200Deputy Michael McNamara: The Minister of State is a master of suspense�  I am looking 
forward to hearing what his proposal is�  I would very much welcome any proposal he would 
have to make, as would the committee in Spancel Hill and the broader community�

This event is organised by a committee and enjoys broad, popular support�  It is a big event 
run with the co-operation of the surrounding community, as well as the Garda�  It has not given 
rise to any trouble so it comes as a big surprise to me, as it will to many others, that it is danger 
because of insurance�  This may be the result Brexit�

We also spoke earlier in the week about childcare�  One of the major costs childcare provid-
ers face continues to be an increase in the cost of insurance�  There is an issue around occupiers’ 
liability insurance in Ireland�  If the reforms called for by the cost of insurance working group 
are carried out and they are not having the desired impact - the Minister of State and I agree 
they are being carried out – the Government will have to look at the matter again�  Governments 
have a tendency to say there is nothing they can do, it is a matter for the markets, etc�, but there 
was a time in this State when the Dáil could legislate�  It was by legislation that the VHI was 
introduced because the Government of the day - that was a Fine Gael Government whereas we 
now have a Fianna Fáil-Fine Gael Government - decided that we needed State intervention in 
the health insurance market in Ireland�  We may be close to the time when we need State inter-
vention in occupiers’ liability insurance�  This is one example�  It is an important example�  It 
very much illustrates what is being lost in Ireland by the cost of insurance�  This is an important 
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part of our culture and patrimony that is being lost�  Equally, there are childcare facilities that 
are being lost and many facilities across various sectors are under threat because of the inability 
to obtain insurance�

06/04/2022JJJJ00300Deputy Sean Fleming: My understanding - and I stress the word “understanding” - is that 
although Clare County Council oversees the fair and supports it with financial assistance, the 
fair itself falls out outside the scope of the Casual Trading Act 1995 due to its historical charter 
status�  As a result, it cannot avail of group insurance schemes operated by the market, active 
support teams and the Irish Organisation of Market and Street Traders, IOMST, and, therefore, 
its organisers must seek insurance on a stand-alone event�  In that context, it is similar to other 
such events as the Smithfield Horse Fair and Ballinasloe Fair.

As regards dealing with pinch points, we had issues in a couple of industries�  The Deputy 
mentioned childcare�  Two years ago, after Brexit, there was a serious issue with availably of in-
surance for that sector�  One company is providing such insurance on the basis that the childcare 
industry came together collectively to have group purchasing power with a large premium�  It 
has secured insurance�  I spoke directly to the only company that provides insurance for child-
care and reductions in its premiums are coming because of the improved standards and uniform 
approach taken by the sector�  

On a related industry, point-to-point pony clubs and hunts could not get insurance last Christ-
mas�  We got that matter sorted, again by a large group of hunts, pony clubs and point-to-point 
races coming together.  Collectively, through two different brokers, they increased competition 
and got insurance�  There is scope to do that here, although I am not making any commitment 
whatever�  It is not my role to get involve in that�  However, I ask the Deputy to contact my of-
fice and we will talk to Insurance Ireland and Brokers Ireland to see if they can help.  I stress 
again that this a market issue�  We will not have a role but if we can point people in a helpful 
direction, we will be happy to do so�

06/04/2022JJJJ00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Before moving on to the next Topical Issue matter, we will 
deal with messages from select committees�

06/04/2022JJJJ00500Messages from Select Committee

06/04/2022JJJJ00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Select Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and 
Reform, and Taoiseach has completed its consideration of the Finance (Covid-19 and Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Bill 2022 and has made amendments thereto�

The Select Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment has completed its consider-
ation of the Competition (Amendment) Bill 2022 and has made amendments thereto�
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06/04/2022JJJJ00700Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate (Resumed)

06/04/2022JJJJ00750Agriculture Schemes

06/04/2022JJJJ00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The final Topical Issue matter is to discuss the compensa-
tion package for farmers in relation to the Shass Mountain landslide�  I hope my pronunciation 
is correct�

06/04/2022JJJJ00900Deputy Marian Harkin: It is correct�  Which Minister is taking this matter?  We addressed 
it to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine�  I have huge respect for the Minister of 
State, Deputy Fleming, and his portfolio, but I had hoped we would have a Minister or Minis-
ter of State from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine�  However, like Deputy 
Michael McNamara, I will keep my powder dry because maybe we will get good news, which 
is what we are here for�  

To provide some context for the Minister of State, a landslide occurred at Shass Mountain 
in Drumkeeran in June 2020, which is well over 20 months ago�  More than 20 farmers and 
eight foresters were adversely affected by the damage from the landslide.  The Minister of State, 
Deputy Noonan, set up an inter-agency group that did really good work�  All of that is in hand�  
However, the farmers in the area have seen no progress on agricultural issues�  Force majeure 
has been used for two years to enable those farmers to access their payments�  The Minister 
of State and I both know that force majeure can no longer apply after two years.  The affected 
farmers need certainty about their payments� 

Last November, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy McConalogue, 
came to Drumkeeran where he met the farmers and stakeholders and engaged with all of us�  He 
promised he would seek funding from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy 
Michael McGrath, to put a compensation package in place�  Despite a great deal of correspon-
dence, all I got in response to a parliamentary question was a holding answer indicating that 
nothing definite was happening.

The farmers have been patient, as have public representatives�  When similar incidents oc-
curred in other parts of the country, they were done and dusted and compensation packages 
were put in place within 12 months�

11 o’clock

We have waited more than 20 months now�  Perhaps we have been too patient�  I am hop-
ing for good news, however.  I am hoping to hear a definite date, at the very least, by which the 
Minister will deliver on the compensation package he promised he would negotiate when he 
was in Drumkeeran last November,

06/04/2022KKKK00200Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: First, to give the Minister of State a bit of background, this 
is an area of what one would call marginal land�  Obviously, if there is a slide from bog, as 
the Minister of State knows because I know where he comes from and met him up in his own 
country, where there is bog, the land around it is marginal�  These people are rearing families 
on small portions of land and in my opinion, they matter�  In fairness, the Government and the 
Minister of State, Deputy Malcolm Noonan, set up an interagency group at the time�  Many of 
the different State bodies were involved.  Even the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
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Marine was involved�  The problem as we move on, however, as Deputy Harkin outlined, is that 
force majeure only lasts so long�

A commitment was given that a compensation package would be put in place to try to re-
solve this�  I am talking about where the slide went down and destroyed areas�  Rivers and dif-
ferent parts were involved�  It is not in my area but I went down to see the devastation it caused 
to small farms and small bits of land�  Where it is situated at the bottom of the mountain would 
always be the place someone might bring the ewes down for lambing, or it would only be the bit 
of middling ground a person has�  Rather than putting animals up the mountain, a person would 
bring them down in wintertime or springtime for lambing or it might be the place someone 
would have a few cattle in those small farms�  That is why this is important�  A decision needs 
to be given and made�  We cannot keep going on in limbo�  Farmers need clarity, especially as 
they are living in uncertain times at the moment�  As the man says, I am enthralled to hear the 
reply that is coming�  I hope what is coming is positive�

06/04/2022KKKK00300Deputy Sean Fleming: The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy McCo-
nalogue, asked me to respond to this Topical Issue matter on his behalf�  As Deputies will know, 
he was not available in the Chamber a short while ago for the votes either�  I thank Deputies 
Harkin and Fitzmaurice for raising this issue, which is very difficult for the people involved.

 The landslide occurred on Shass Mountain, close to the village of Drumkeeran in County 
Leitrim, on 28 June 2020 following heavy rain on that day and in the preceding days�  An area 
of upland blanket bog, including an area of adjacent forestry plantation, moved downhill as a 
result of the liquefied peat, vegetation and trees continuing from its source to follow the course 
of a tributary of the Diffagher River downhill to Lough Allen.  Some of the landslide material 
was held up at an area known as Dawn of Hope Bridge close to the origin of the landslide�  A 
quantity of material overflowed the bridge, however, and made its way approximately 7 km 
downstream to eventually spread out and settle on areas of farm and forestry land in a num-
ber of townlands�  Sporadic deposits of peat and other debris subsequently occurred, with the 
heaviest deposits occurring in three townland areas, namely, Corcormick, Derrindangan and 
Corchuill Lower�

Following the landslide, officials from the Department mapped the areas affected by the 
deposit of peat and debris from the landslide using a combination of satellite imagery for the 
period in question and detailed GPS data collected from surveys conducted on the ground in 
July and August 2020.  The total land area of agricultural land affected by the overspill has been 
calculated at 24�09 ha�  This land was declared by 18 basic payment scheme, BPS, applicants 
in 2020�  The total area of forestry within the damaged area is approximately 12 ha�  This com-
prises land held in seven privately owned forestry contracts�

In the aftermath of the landslide in 2020, the Minister moved to ensure that force majeure 
would apply to ensure that all farm scheme payments were not impacted by this event.  Officials 
from the

Department contacted each of the applicants affected by the landslide to assure them that 
payments would not be impacted�  Force majeure was applied again in 2021�  The Minister will 
ensure it will apply again in 2022 in respect of farm payments�

In response to the event, a multi-agency group was established under the chairmanship of 
the Minister of State with responsibility for heritage at the Department of Housing, Local Gov-
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ernment and Heritage�  Membership of this multi-agency group includes, inter alia, members of 
Leitrim County Council, local representatives, Oireachtas Members, farm bodies, the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries Ireland, the Department of Transport, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and some universities�

Leitrim County Council engaged specialist consultants from RPS Group to undertake a 
comprehensive examination of the causes of the landslide and the impact it had on the natural 
and built environment, ecology, water quality and the farming community�  A report that was 
prepared by RPS Group for the Department of culture estimated that there were total deposits 
of 160,000 cu� m, which is present at varying depths of up to 2 m in the overspill areas�  Ac-
cordingly, many of these areas remain untrafficable to both animals and machinery and are both 
unsuitable and unsafe for agricultural or farming use at present�

The Minister visited the site on 19 November, where he viewed at first hand the damage 
to farm and forestry�  He also met with many of the landowners impacted�  With regard to the 
compensation of landowners, his Department does not have a contingency fund�  Any ex gra-
tia payment will have to be sanctioned by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform�  
Discussions are still continuing at this point between the Minister, Deputy McConalogue, and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The Department will contact the affected 
landowners as soon as there are any further developments�

06/04/2022KKKK00400Deputy Marian Harkin: I appreciate that the Minister of State came in here and read out 
what is in front of him�  I will not direct my sheer annoyance and anger at him�  This is com-
pletely unacceptable, however�  If we look at what happened when other landslides occurred 
in the Minister’s constituency in Inishowen, we will see that the whole thing was processed 
and dealt with in just over five months.  If we look at what happened at Pollatomish in County 
Mayo, we will see that it took less than a year for compensation to go to farmers�  I am wonder-
ing if it is because the farmers in County Leitrim have not marched and blocked roads  Is it that 
they waited, and are still waiting, on the Minister to deliver on his promise?  It has been more 
than 20 months�

Yes, we know that force majeure was applied last year and the year before and people are 
pleased about that�  The Minister of State and I both know, however, that it is highly unlikely 
that it will happen this year�  They have waited too long�  I expected that we would get some-
thing more tonight than hearing that the engagement is continuing and the Minister’s Depart-
ment will contact them, etc.  That is what we have been getting since the Minister visited five 
months ago�  We were listening to that beforehand�  It really is not good enough�

06/04/2022KKKK00500Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: The Minister of State talked about 18 basic payment scheme 
applications�  When one divides the number of hectares multiplied by 2�5 into the 18 applica-
tions, it shows how small the farms are and one sees how many people were affected by it.  
These people are trying to eke out a living, rear a family and do what people do in every other 
part of the country�

I know the Minister is going to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform but as was 
highlighted earlier, when it was at his back door it was sorted in five months.  The difference in 
this case is that it happened in County Leitrim�  In my opinion, people in Leitrim or any other 
county matter as much as anybody else.  If it took five months to resolve it in County Donegal 
or six months to resolve it in Pollatomish, it should be in between the two in this case�  It could 
even take seven months�  This has been going on for a long time, however�  It is dragging on�
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In fairness, I see that something like 160,000 tonnes of peat needs to be moved�  These 
people need clarity�  They need to know where they are going�

I noted that at the end of his contribution, the Minister of State mentioned that BPS and 
areas of natural constraint, ANC, applications are separate from the compensation claim�  Is the 
Minister of State saying that if people go in for the BPS and ANC schemes, they will be cleared 
for this year when the compensation claim comes?  What is happening?  I am trying to clarify 
what the Minister of State said in his last statement�

06/04/2022KKKK00600Deputy Sean Fleming: The point I was making was that any ex gratia payment will require 
the sanction of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform�  Accordingly, the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has examined the options with regard to compensation 
and engaged with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the required 
sanction for compensation�  The proposed compensation package will target those landowners - 
both farmers and people with forestry contracts - affected by the landslide.  It is the intention to 
avoid any overlap between the application processes for the compensation scheme and for the 
basic payment scheme, BPS, the ANC and other Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, schemes�  
They will have to be separated out in order that there will be no overlap between the schemes�

06/04/2022LLLL00200Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: Will the Minister of State clarify whether farmers should 
apply now for the ANC or BPS schemes?

06/04/2022LLLL00300Deputy Sean Fleming: The schemes are being dealt with separately in order that there will 
be no confusion on the part of applicants�

The Minister, having visited the area, is fully aware of the stress this is causing�  I appreciate 
it has taken some time, but the RPS Group report we mentioned, which was very comprehen-
sive at more than 60 pages, was completed just over 12 months ago and published in February 
of last year�  I accept that the discussions in the meantime have been extensive�  I do not think 
the Department has an exact date at this point for when the engagement with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform will conclude�

There is an issue both with compensation and with payments under the existing scheme�  
Both issues will have to be addressed separately in order that there will be no confusion or 
overlap.  Tomorrow morning, I will personally ask officials in the Department to contact both 
Deputies on the points they raised to clarify the statement�

06/04/2022LLLL00400Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: I thank the Minister of State�  For clarity, it would be good 
to know because applications will have to have been received by 16 May�

06/04/2022LLLL00500Deputy Sean Fleming: I will do that�

06/04/2022LLLL00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: That concludes the Topical Issue debate�  For the second 
time, I am adjourning the Dáil�

06/04/2022LLLL00700Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: On a point of order, the Leas-Cheann Comhairle suspended 
it on the previous occasion�

06/04/2022LLLL00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: No, I suspended it, then adjourned it and forgot about the 
Topical Issue debate�

06/04/2022LLLL00900Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: Go raibh maith agat�
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Cuireadh an Dáil ar athló ar 11�11 p�m� go dtí 9 a�m�, Déardaoin, an 7 Aibreán 2022�

The Dáil adjourned at 11�11 p�m� until 9 a�m� on Thursday, 7 April 2022�


