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Chuaigh an Leas-Cheann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2 p�m�

Paidir.
Prayer.

29/03/2022A00100Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

29/03/2022A00150An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I gently remind all speakers to keep to the time�

29/03/2022A00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I welcome the Taoiseach back�  I am glad to see him well 
after his brush with Covid�

I also offer my congratulations to Deputy Ivana Bacik as she takes on her leadership role.  
Every best wish to her�

29/03/2022A00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: Go raibh maith agat�

29/03/2022A00400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Workers and families face a cost of living crisis that de-
mands an urgent response�  Last week, Energia became the third energy supplier this year to 
announce a price increase for its customers.  The increase will come into effect next month and 
it will add €427 to the yearly household bill�  This is the fourth price hike announced by Energia 
in the past year and it comes just a week after Bord Gáis announced a massive price increase 
that will add a €775 additionality to the yearly household bills of its customers�  These are 
frightening numbers and they come after 35 energy price hikes announced last year.  Without 
action, low- and middle-income households face an income squeeze that they will struggle to 
withstand and, indeed, many are already unable to cope�  The Society of St� Vincent de Paul 
has seen requests for help soar, with households facing an impossible and unacceptable choice 
between keeping the heating on and doing the weekly food shop�

Last week, the Central Bank told an Teachta Pearse Doherty that households would see en-
ergy and food costs rise by €1,900 this year.  Workers and families cannot bear these costs with-
out very significant financial hardship.  They need help.  We recognise the causes of this cost of 
living crisis and we know that households cannot be fully insulated from these costs, but they 
can and they must be supported as much as possible�  The good news is that more can be done�  
Indeed, the responsibility of the Government is to ensure that more is done�  Caithfear níos mó 
tacaíochta a thabhairt do theaghlaigh�  Is féidir níos mó a dhéanamh agus is é cúram an Rialtais 
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cinntiú go ndéantar níos mó�  Táimid tar éis insint don Taoiseach cad is féidir a dhéanamh�

For five months now, we in Sinn Féin have been calling on the Government and the Minis-
ter for Finance to work with the European Commission to remove VAT from household energy 
bills, and for months that proposal has been dismissed�  I welcome the fact that the Taoiseach 
has now changed position and that he is now, finally, engaging with the Commission to allow 
for a reduction or a removal in the level of VAT applied to fuels, just as we have been calling 
for�  The conclusions published after the meeting of the European Council last week provide 
scope to engage with the Commission further on the issue of VAT.  What specific ask has the 
Taoiseach made of the Commission?  Has he sought scope for the Government to reduce VAT 
on domestic energy bills to zero for a period of time, as we have asked?  Has the Government 
applied for a derogation from the current VAT rules?  When does the Taoiseach expect this pro-
cess to be concluded so customers can get the break they need?

The Government could take measures now to reduce the cost of home heating oil for hun-
dreds of thousands of households.  This month the cost of filling a tank rose to more than 
€1,600.  Many households cannot afford this.  We in Sinn Féin have called on the Taoiseach to 
remove excise duty on home heating oil�  Up to now he has ruled this out but given the pressure 
so many workers and families are under, will he change his position and provide them with ad-
ditional support by removing excise duty from home heating oil?

29/03/2022B00200The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy, all Members of the House and many well-wishers for 
their kind remarks in the aftermath of my brush with Covid�  Thankfully, it was a light brush 
and probably points to the value of vaccination�  I urge anybody who is not vaccinated to get 
the booster�

There is no doubt that there has been a severe increase in the cost of living in recent months�  
As we emerged from Covid we had an initial inflationary cycle which was described by the 
Central Bank as a pandemic cycle of inflation because of the imbalance between supply and 
demand�  There was huge demand as people and societies emerged from Covid�  Economies 
rebounded, supply chains were under strain, manufacturing could not keep up with the demand 
and prices rose�

Prior to the war on Ukraine, the energy market was being manipulated, in our view, to cre-
ate spikes in prices and challenges around energy�  There is no doubt that the energy question is 
being leveraged by the Russian Federation in respect of the conduct of the war�  The war itself 
is significantly adding to and making worse the inflationary pressures on our economy, particu-
larly on households and people generally�  That is across the board, particularly in energy, but 
it will be manifested in food and other commodities, particularly certain metals�  Russia and 
Ukraine account for about 30% of global exports of wheat, 7% of maize and more than 50% of 
sunflower seed oil.  Together they produce 12% of calories consumed globally.  Ukraine sup-
plies about a quarter of the European Union’s cereal and vegetable oil imports�

There will be ongoing impacts from the war, over and above what we have witnessed to 
date�  Transport routes have been disrupted because of the war so the cost of trade is increasing�  
For example, rail freight between Asia and Europe via Russia or Ukraine is interrupted�  Trade 
has switched to sea freight, which is slower and more costly�  Sea freight routes through the 
Black Sea are affected.  The annual rate of inflation in Ireland rose to 5.7% in February.  Euro 
area inflation was 5.8%.  Wholesale oil prices are up 40% compared to January, on average, and 
gas prices are up 60%�  The cost of base metals and agricultural commodities has also surged�  A 
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barrel of oil costs $114 today on international markets, up from $96 on 23 February�  UK natural 
gas on wholesale markets is trading at around £2�45 per therm today�  This day last year a therm 
of gas cost 47p.  Wages went up 4.7% in 2021, following a rise of 5.2% in 2020. 

This dramatic and phenomenal increase in prices is having impacts�  The Government has, 
from the budget on, produced close to €2 billion in income supports and targeted measures 
around energy, in particular, and other areas through welfare payments, in response to the in-
crease in inflation.  We have also targeted measures for hauliers, tillage farmers and the pig meat 
sector and we are looking at other sectors�  Regarding the EU, we sought an amendment to the 
conclusions to create the opportunity for flexibility around the VAT and energy tax directives, 
which restrict us now.  We were not ignoring anything.  We simply pointed out at the time that 
what Sinn Féin was asking for could not be done then because of the regulations.  We do not 
want to go back to 23% in respect of oil once this crisis is over�  On home heating-----

29/03/2022C00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are over time.

29/03/2022C00300The Taoiseach: In essence, Deputy McDonald is saying we should reduce the carbon tax�  
Let us call a spade a spade�  There is VAT and carbon tax on home heating oil�

29/03/2022C00400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Taoiseach has described the problem and accurately 
signposted that it will be an ongoing problem, so the pressure households are under will remain 
constant�  The Taoiseach must recognise, as I am sure he does, the struggle that means for 
households and families right across the State�  The Taoiseach did not answer a series of very 
straightforward questions�  On the issue of home heating oil, we want the excise duty removed 
from it�

29/03/2022C00500The Taoiseach: Is the Deputy referring to the carbon tax?

29/03/2022C00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Yes, which is an excise charge on-----

29/03/2022C00700The Taoiseach: The Deputy needs to be honest about saying that�

29/03/2022C00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Revenue describes it as an excise�

29/03/2022C00900The Taoiseach: It is-----

29/03/2022C01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I do not care what it is called�

29/03/2022C01100Deputy Peadar Tóibín: It is-----

29/03/2022C01200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I do not care what it is described as�  It needs to be removed�

29/03/2022C01300The Taoiseach: Well, the Deputy needs to be transparent.

29/03/2022C01400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It needs to be removed�

29/03/2022C01500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: It is the cost of living�

29/03/2022C01600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Will the Taoiseach remove the excise from home heating 
oil?  That is the question�  I believe the Government should do that and do it urgently to give 
relief to those who cannot now fill their tanks and are struggling.  I also asked the Taoiseach 
what specific request was made of the European Commission.  Have we sought a derogation in 
respect of the VAT directives?  How long will this process take?  What ask has been made?  As 
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the Taoiseach is aware, we believe we should look for a zero rate for a defined period of time.  
Is that what has been sought?

29/03/2022C01700The Taoiseach: The Deputy knows that is what I sought.  I said that to her already.  We have 
sought a derogation in respect of the application of the rules around the VAT directive and the 
energy tax directive, which covers excise�  Basically, we have sought that if we reduce our VAT 
rate, because we have an historical derogation already in this regard and already have one of the 
lower VAT rates on energy now, of 13�5%-----

29/03/2022C01800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: To what level?

29/03/2022C01900The Taoiseach: If we bring that down-----

29/03/2022C02000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: To zero?

29/03/2022C02100The Taoiseach: No, I do not think we should go to zero�  If we did bring the rate down, we 
would go back up to 23% under the existing rules�

29/03/2022C02200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Change the existing rules�

29/03/2022C02300The Taoiseach: I have been saying this to Deputy McDonald for two or three months and 
so has the Minister for Finance�

29/03/2022C02400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I am not stupid�  I am aware of that�  Answer the questions�

29/03/2022C02500The Taoiseach: The Deputy is well aware of it, but she should know that�  Therefore, we 
have been seeking from the European Commission-----

29/03/2022C02600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: What?

29/03/2022C02700The Taoiseach: -----a change in the application of those rules and a temporary derogation 
from those rules so we could give ourselves and other states flexibility in respect of the applica-
tion of VAT, or, indeed, excise duties�  Turning to home heating oil, carbon tax is there now, with 
VAT.  Those are the two options.  The Deputy is technically using different terms, deliberately 
to-----

29/03/2022C02800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Revenue uses that term�

29/03/2022C02900The Taoiseach: Politically, the Deputy wishes to avoid the charge that she wishes to get rid 
of the carbon tax�

29/03/2022C03000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I am avoiding nothing�

29/03/2022C03100The Taoiseach: That is what it means.  That said, we want flexibility on the VAT side, obvi-
ously�

29/03/2022C03200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I used the language the Revenue used�

29/03/2022C03300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are over time.

29/03/2022C03400The Taoiseach: The Deputy is right to say that this is going to go right through to the end 
of the year, and that is how the Government must react here.  We cannot be bringing in separate 
measures every week�
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29/03/2022C03500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach.  We are moving on.

29/03/2022C03600The Taoiseach: We have to prepare for the medium term in terms of helping to manage the 
economy properly�

29/03/2022C03700Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It is not fair-----

29/03/2022C03800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Táim ag bogadh ar aghaidh go ceannaire nua Pháirtí an 
Lucht Oibre�  I am moving on to the new leader of the Labour Party, Deputy Bacik�  I congratu-
late her and we will give her a few extra seconds�

29/03/2022C03900Deputy Ivana Bacik: I will take up that offer.  Gabhaim buíochas leis an Leas-Cheann 
Comhairle�  I appreciate that�  I also welcome the Taoiseach back�  Fáilte ar ais�  I pay tribute 
to my colleague, and the outgoing leader of the Labour Party, Deputy Kelly, for his immense 
work, commitment and contribution to the party, to the House and to public debate over many 
years�

My solidarity and that of the Labour Party is with the people of Ukraine, who for the past 
month have been enduring the horrific war crimes and the brutal Russian invasion and bom-
bardment�  I have just come from the funeral of Pierre Zakrzewski�  I was honoured to receive 
an invitation to attend from Michelle and his family.  The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Deputy 
Coveney, was also there�  I pay tribute to the immense bravery of Mr� Zakrzewski and that of 
his colleagues, war reporters and journalists, who have brought us news of the atrocities and 
shone a spotlight on the war crimes being committed daily in Ukraine by Russia and Putin’s 
brutal regime�  

There is a moral and political imperative on us to do more to support the people of Ukraine 
through all the peaceful and humanitarian means at our disposal.    We have supported Ukraine’s 
application for accession to the EU, which is very welcome, and we have moved with a number 
of EU states on that.  We have opened our doors to refugees fleeing Ukraine and I pay tribute 
to the many people across Ireland welcoming refugees and doing so much to support refugees 
coming here�

I call again for the expulsion of the Russian ambassador from Ireland�  If EU member states 
do not act in concert in such action, as would be ideal, we should move to do it unilaterally�  The 
time has come when we see the horrors of Mariupol and the horrors being rained down on the 
people of Ukraine�  It is now incumbent on us to do this�

Remaining conscious of the carnage and loss of life in Ukraine, I believe the Government 
should be doing more to support people through the fallout of the war in Ukraine, which has 
compounded the three crises facing people across the country today�  There is a crisis in the cost 
of living, with rising inflation; a crisis in fuel and energy security and supply; and, of course, the 
existential climate emergency or crisis.  The effects of the terrible war in Ukraine are, among 
other things, posing a threat to the limited but nonetheless welcome gains we saw at an inter-
national level in reducing emissions at COP26 and our own welcome ambitious targets in the 
climate action Act�

We know European countries are seeking ways to reduce reliance on Russian oil and gas 
and I have called for Ireland at an EU level to do more to push for a full embargo on Russian oil 
and gas�  In order to do that, we must ensure we do not look to other fossil fuels in that period 
as that is not the approach we should be taking�  For example, there are reports that nine lique-
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fied natural gas terminals are due to be constructed on this island, with eight in this jurisdiction, 
over coming years, and that is concerning�  It would be concerning to see us locking ourselves 
into that when instead we should be looking at ramping up our renewables and our capacity in 
renewables.  We are seeing concerns being expressed by Wind Energy Ireland and others about 
how we can achieve those targets�

What is the Government doing on a process to expel the Russian ambassador?  What is the 
Government doing to ensure we can have energy security without further reliance on fossil 
fuels?

29/03/2022D00200The Taoiseach: I congratulate the Deputy on her election as leader of the Labour Party�  I 
wish her every success�

29/03/2022D00300Deputy Ivana Bacik: Really?  Does the Taoiseach wish me every success?

29/03/2022D00400The Taoiseach: I express the very best wishes from us�  I pay tribute to the Deputy’s prede-
cessor as leader, Deputy Alan Kelly�  Notwithstanding the odd spat we enjoyed a good relation-
ship�  His heart was always in the public interest and of that there can be no doubt�  I appreciated 
his constructive leadership in the teeth of the Covid-19 crisis�

I concur with much of what the Deputy has said in respect of the Ukrainian crisis�  I express 
my sympathies to Pierre’s family�  I was invited to the service but was at Cabinet so my aide-
de-camp and the Minister, Deputy Coveney, represented the Cabinet�  His death illustrates the 
vital importance of modern media and the bravery and courage of journalists in battle zones�  
They shine a light on atrocities and the barbaric attacks on civilisation, including citizens and 
households, the indiscriminate bombings of towns and people and the horrendous human trau-
ma visited on the women, children and men of Ukraine.  We do not often reflect on the degree 
to which members of the media put their lives literally on the line to bring the truth to us.  We 
see in authoritarian regimes, and in Russia itself, what happens with the suppression of any-
body who voices dissent: it is savage, it is severe, it is imprisonment�  It is important we remind 
ourselves of the importance in our society of the tenets of democracy, including separation of 
powers, including on the judicial side, the freedom of media and the necessary tension between 
all the different pillars.

On sanctions, we sought to act in unison all along with our fellow European member states 
in the belief that this has the greatest impact�  To date, the economic sanctions have been severe 
and unprecedented�  The fact they happened with the United States, the European Union and 
others was powerful�  Last week we saw very strong unity from the United States and Europe 
together, along with Japan, Canada and the United Kingdom, saying we are democracies and 
we stand with the people of Ukraine�  That is impactful�

On the diplomatic side we have also sought to work with others and will continue to do so�  
We will keep all of those issues under review in respect of diplomatic sanctions or initiatives 
to illustrate the country’s dissatisfaction, to put it mildly, or outrage at the war�  I refer also to 
other activities that are under way in the name of diplomacy but may not necessarily be bona 
fide diplomacy.

On climate change, perhaps the Leas-Cheann Comhairle will also give me a few extra sec-
onds�

29/03/2022E00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputy Bacik is the new Labour Party leader�
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29/03/2022E00300The Taoiseach: I wanted to respond to questions she raised�  I can take them up in the next 
round�

29/03/2022E00400Deputy Ivana Bacik: I thank the Taoiseach for his kind words�  I also appreciate his com-
ments about the importance of war reporting�  I absolutely agree with him that this is an attack 
on democracy.  It is a brutal and unprovoked attack on a peaceful sovereign state.  We have to 
be absolutely clear in our condemnation of Russian action and our solidarity with Ukraine�  It 
is in that spirit that I offer constructively my view that we should be doing more as a neutral 
country through non-military means to express that condemnation�  Just as we have seen Ire-
land moving along with other nations to support Ukraine’s application for accession to the EU, 
so too should we be moving with like-minded nations, even if we do not have full agreement 
across the EU, on more stringent diplomatic measures such as expulsions of diplomats�  I think 
that is one way, along with the other things we are doing, that we as a neutral State can show 
our outright condemnation�

On the issue of climate, I ask the Taoiseach again about how the construction of new gas-
fired plants is compatible with meeting our targets on renewables, particularly as there are 
already so many concerns about whether we can, in fact, meet those targets with offshore wind 
development�

29/03/2022E00500The Taoiseach: We are still 80% reliant on importation of fossil fuels more broadly across 
the energy portfolio.  We are making good progress on the contribution of renewables to elec-
tricity where I think we are at 41% or 43%�  The point is that gas will be a transitional backup 
fuel for a long time, behind our renewables effort.  The Deputy is correct that this war means 
we have to double down on renewables�  However, alongside and parallel with renewables, we 
will need gas.  We have to be clear about that.  The Department of the Environment, Climate 
and Communications has been working for quite some time on an energy security review�  The 
war has thrown into sharp focus our dependency on imported fossil fuels but also vulnerabilities 
across Europe in terms of security of supply�  That is why Europe is moving strongly on lique-
fied natural gas now to stop its dependency on Russian gas and oil.  The German Government 
is making it very clear that it is going to reduce its dependency and it is very highly dependent�  
We are going to have to watch the energy security side of the equation as well.  We are focused 
particularly on next winter�

29/03/2022E00600Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Is deas an rud é an Taoiseach a fheiceáil iomlán folláin�  Guím 
gach rath ar cheannaire nua an Lucht Oibre freisin�  It is hard to remember any time since the 
Good Friday Agreement when the political infrastructure in the North of Ireland was in such 
chaos�  In the North today, there are 44,000 people on housing waiting lists and 250,000 people 
have been on health waiting lists for more than a year�  That is one in seven people in the North 
of Ireland�  Some 300,000 men, women and children are living in poverty in the North�  A cost-
of-living crisis is engulfing families every day yet the Executive charged with fixing the situa-
tion is crashed�

For the government of any society that is dealing with such a confluence of crises to be 
suspended would not be tolerated in any other democracy in the world�  The truth of the matter 
is that the Good Friday Agreement has been gutted�  The Executive is not working at all�  The 
North-South Ministerial Council, which was a significant reason for nationalists to support the 
Good Friday Agreement, is not working either�  There is no sign of resolution�  The DUP states 
that if nationalists hold the position of First Minister after the elections, they may not hold the 
position of Deputy First Minister�  Shockingly, even after the people of the North get to cast 
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their votes on 5 May, the DUP is stating that it may not return to any Executive�  The DUP has 
approximately 8% of the vote in the island of Ireland�  It is polling at about 19% of the vote 
in the North of Ireland at the moment�  A total of 85% of the population of Ireland, North and 
South, voted for the Good Friday Agreement�  Such an obvious violation of the democratic will 
of the people would not be tolerated in any other democracy on the planet�  Right now, in the 
streets, the UDA and UVF are still active, yet British Government officials are still meeting 
with them and the DUP considers them stakeholders�  Today, we learned that the Northern Ire-
land Secretary, Brandon Lewis, has said he will not bring forward Irish language legislation in 
Westminster before May’s assembly elections.  This Irish language Act has been promised for 
15 years�  Indeed, Sinn Féin returned to Stormont in January 2020 after previously collapsing 
the Executive because it said it had achieved an Irish language Act�  In a combination of bad 
faith by London and naivete from Sinn Féin, we found out this morning that the commitment 
was hocus-pocus all along�

The British and Irish Governments are co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement but 
both Governments are not co-guaranteeing anything at the moment�  The Government is sitting 
on its hands, keeping its head down and hoping the crisis will go away�  It cannot be ignored 
any longer.  The Taoiseach was in Washington two weeks ago.  The White House is one of the 
few cards we have in terms of leverage to protect the Good Friday Agreement�

29/03/2022F00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�

29/03/2022F00300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: What material help has he got from the White House to protect the 
agreement?

29/03/2022F00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Taoiseach to respond�

29/03/2022F00500The Taoiseach: To take the Deputy’s last question first, I think the White House, through 
the person of President Biden, has been remarkably consistent, strong and assertive in regard 
to the Good Friday Agreement and the protection of the agreement�  In my meeting with the 
President, he was very strong on that�  I briefed him on the current situation in Northern Ireland 
in respect of the Executive and the fact it was not operational, given what had happened, that 
elections were pending and that, from our perspective, a lot of work will be needed in the after-
math of those elections to restore the institutions�

On the socioeconomic front and the political front, I always have been very consistent in 
saying that the institutions should never be undermined and should never be collapsed by any-
body or by any political party�  If the people elect one to the assembly and then to the Executive, 
one should take one’s seat and one’s position on the Executive and discharge one’s duties on 
behalf of the people for the full duration of that parliamentary cycle�  Unfortunately, the history 
of the Good Friday Agreement, the assembly and the Executive is that, too often, the default po-
sition has been either to withdraw for periods from the Executive or to collapse it when different 
crises emerge.  That has been a very significant problem in terms of the institutions of the Good 
Friday Agreement which, in turn, has weakened people’s respect and esteem for the institu-
tions�  If we compare consistent surveys in terms of opinion on the assembly versus the Scottish 
Parliament, there is a marked difference.  I would put forward that the basis for this is that, in 
Scotland, there has not been a similar interruption and the Government there is perceived to be 
working for its people�  I acknowledge that the Scottish Parliament has some more powers, but 
the North has been interrupted too much by collapse�  This recent collapse is unacceptable�  It 
should not have happened and it is wrong for it to occur�  I have been very consistent about that�
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There have been numerous commitments at this stage regarding the Irish language Act�  The 
Secretary of State committed to Sinn Féin that he would bring it in at the Westminster Parlia-
ment.  In my view, that promise should be fulfilled.  When agreements are made, agreements 
should be honoured�

We have been working extremely hard in endeavouring to create the right environment and 
framework for a resolution of the protocol issue, which stems from the Brexit issue�  Brexit was 
passed and we accept the decision of the British people but no one, particularly on the Brit-
ish Government side, properly thought through the implications of Brexit for the Good Friday 
Agreement itself or for relationships within the island of Ireland�  The protocol was designed 
to be a resolution mechanism for those issues�  In our view, the evidence now is increasingly 
showing, from talking to people in Northern Ireland industry, business, farming and agriculture, 
that the protocol is actually helping economic development in the North, particularly in terms 
of potential foreign direct investment, FDI�  The signs are good and, in fact, investment queries 
are increasing because of the fact the protocol gives access to the European Single Market and 
the UK market.  No one within Northern Ireland has said to us they want to be cut off from the 
Single Market.  I met Vice President Šefčovič in Washington and had lunch with him and Mr. 
Richard Neal, head of Friends of Ireland, again going through the efforts and initiatives of Vice 
President Šefčovič of this issue.

29/03/2022G00200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Let us be honest: the Good Friday Agreement is not being pro-
tected.  It is gutted and needs to be fixed, but not with a sticking plaster to get it up and running 
with some pretend compromise that will never be implemented�  The current arrangements 
are a recipe for dysfunction and instability�  The political institutions in the North have to be 
reformed�

I take the Taoiseach’s fine words on the fact that the Stormont Executive and Assembly 
should never be collapsed, but I want to know from him how it can be stopped from being col-
lapsed.  What the people of the North of Ireland want to know is how to stop the Executive in 
the North from being collapsed�  The only way that can be done is through the reform of the 
political institutions in the North of Ireland�  The North–South Ministerial Council is collapsed 
at the moment�  That is illegal according to a recent court judgment�  There must be a penalty for 
that illegality.  We have to change the law relating to the political institutions to prevent a party 
on 8% of the vote on the island of Ireland from bringing down the institutions.  What steps will 
the Taoiseach take to make the reforms real?

29/03/2022G00300The Taoiseach: In the first instance, we have to deal with the agreement we have.

29/03/2022G00400Deputy Peadar Tóibín: It is not working�

29/03/2022G00500The Taoiseach: Yes, but there is an election on right now.  Whatever the outcome of the 
election, the status quo applies regarding the election of the Executive First Minister and Depu-
ty First Minister�  Once that happens and an Executive is established under the current electoral 
and political framework, the parties in the North can by all means engage regarding whatever 
reforms-----

29/03/2022G00600Deputy Peadar Tóibín: The two governments need to do it�

29/03/2022G00700The Taoiseach: Just hear me out, please�  They can engage with the two governments re-
garding whatever reforms they believe are desirable�  There is an election on right now, how-
ever, and we should allow it to take its course and the people elected to create the Executive�
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29/03/2022G00800Deputy Thomas Pringle: According to a national survey by the Real Estate Alliance, the 
average house price across the country is now rising by almost €100 per day�  Today saw the 
release of the latest daft.ie sales report, which shows that the average listed price nationwide 
in the first quarter of 2022 was €299,000, up 8.4% on the same period in 2021, with the largest 
increases in Connacht–Ulster, where prices rose by 20�1% in the year to March�  This is indica-
tive of the systemic failure of the housing policies being pursued by the Government that the 
Taoiseach leads�

The social media commentary on this issue consistently refers to the stories of people who 
are locked out of the market through their inability to access mortgages�  A combination of high 
prices and low wages resulting from the extremist ideological position pursued by the Taoise-
ach and his partners in government to satisfy their free-marketeer masters comes at the expense 
of ordinary citizens and it is unsustainable.  Let us consider the knock-on effects of this failure 
and the most vulnerable in society�  It is a real test of how Government policy is working, or, in 
this case, not working�

Just an hour ago, I received an email from parents and friends of people with intellectual 
disabilities in south Donegal�  They provided me with the names of 17 people in my immediate 
area for whom there is no provision for sheltered accommodation�  One man has been on the 
social housing list for 16 years.  Many of the elderly parents of those affected are sole caregiv-
ers and worry about their children’s future beyond their lifetimes�  Can you imagine the stress 
this puts on parents and the anxiety associated with wondering every day who will care for their 
loved ones when they are gone? 

Approved housing bodies operating in Donegal have told me that financial viability model-
ling constrains their ability regarding project approval in towns and villages across the county 
outside Letterkenny�  There is housing need but the bodies are not allowed to meet it�  This is 
compounded by housing assistance payments, HAPs, that have been stagnant for six years in 
the face of a 20% rent increase in Donegal over the same period�  I raised this three weeks ago 
with the Tánaiste�  It is pushing people into poverty, yet we see no action�

The income limits for social housing eligibility have not been reviewed since 2011�  It is 
depressing to read the litany of parliamentary questions tabled by Members on this topic and the 
ministerial responses that blatantly ignore the questions asked.  Will the Government urgently 
review the HAP and social housing income thresholds to address the cost-of-living crisis?  Will 
he explain the Government’s policy on the provision of sheltered accommodation for vulner-
able adults so that I can go back to my constituents, many of whom are watching this debate 
today, with an answer for them regarding the long-term care of their adult children?

29/03/2022H00200The Taoiseach: I have said consistently in the House that housing is the single most im-
portant social and economic issue facing us as a country at this moment in time�  Access to 
housing is fundamental to people’s sense of well-being, security, stability and health, and for 
us as a broader society in terms of our progress as a nation�  That is why we have, on a whole-
of-government approach, developed the Housing for All strategy, with significant resources put 
at the disposal of that strategy, namely €4 billion a year every year over the next five years and 
beyond�

I am in no doubt as to the scale of the challenge and the need to, at a minimum, get to 33,000 
or 34,000 houses built per annum in this country�  That will take a variety of forms, from so-
cial housing to private housing, affordable housing, cost rental and the HAP initiative.  We are 
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building more social housing now and reducing, over time, dependency on HAP�  For the time 
being, given the scale of the HAP provision over the past decade, it will be necessary to enable 
people to access social housing�  

The decisions we have taken represent watershed interventions in the housing market�  Co-
vid impacted us over the past two years, with the two lockdowns in 2020 and 2021�  On the 
positive side, the number of new builds commenced in 2021 was 31,000, the highest figure 
since 2008�  Approximately 20,000 houses were completed in 2021, notwithstanding the lock-
down�  That is not enough�  Until we get an adequate supply of houses, we will not be able to 
deal with all of the manifestations of the housing crisis in all their forms�  

Approximately 40,000 planning permissions were granted in the year to quarter 3 of 2021�  
The challenge for 2022 is to maintain that momentum.  Inflation has proved to be problematic.  
As we discussed earlier, the massive increases in the cost of living and construction materials 
are now having an impact on the pricing of house construction and the price of housing more 
generally�  

Regarding approved social housing bodies, I ask the Deputy to send the detail of what he 
has raised to me because we have the capital and we are supporting many approved social hous-
ing bodies in respect of the provision of social housing�  I am not au fait with the specifics of 
the sheltered housing problem to which the Deputy referred in Donegal, but funding is there 
for approved social housing bodies to complete projects�  Our approach is a constructive and 
proactive one, operating with approved social housing bodies to get as many projects as we can 
started and completed.  That is our objective.  We do not want to frustrate people and we do not 
want any barriers to frustrate organisations and approved social housing bodies in that regard�  

On HAP, there are flexibilities within the scheme in terms of increases over and both the 
normal threshold in given situations�

29/03/2022H00300Deputy Thomas Pringle: The Taoiseach said the housing issue is the single most important 
social issue of his time�  That is true, but the Government has failed miserably, and is continuing 
to fail miserably, to solve or deal with the issue because it has focused entirely on the private 
housing market to solve this issue, and the private sector will not do it�  The only way to deal 
with this issue is through a public building programme�

A family of four earning €28,000 a year cannot get on the housing list in Donegal and will 
never, ever be able to buy a house in Donegal�  That is the reality of the situation�  That is what 
the Taoiseach is missing in everything he is saying and the facts he is throwing out regarding 
what is being done�  These people are continuously being left behind because the Government 
is not dealing with them�  None of its housing policies will deal with those people and they will 
not get on the housing list because they are not allowed onto it�  The Government’s policies stop 
that�  The reason the Government will not let them on the housing list is because the housing 
list would balloon through the roof straightaway, and that would be a massive failure that would 
expose the Government housing policies for what they are�  The reality is that the policy is not 
working�  Public housing bodies and solutions led by local authorities are the only way to deal 
with the issue�

29/03/2022J00100The Taoiseach: That is what we are doing�  There is a very strong social housing construc-
tion component in Housing for All�  It is the largest component�  In 2022, we will deliver close 
to 12,000 social homes, the highest number ever, of which 9,000 will be new builds�  In addi-
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tion, since the Government came into office more than 18 months ago we have focused strongly 
on voids, as has the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Deputy Darragh 
O’Brien�  In the past 18 months, 5,500 social homes have been brought back into use�  Again, 
we have put effort into that and we wanted an urgency attached to that.  In the current context, 
we are saying to local authorities that there should be no excuse for houses being left vacant�  
When people leave homes for different reasons, those houses should be reoccupied very quickly 
thereafter.  There will be no toleration.  We are saying to local authorities that they cannot allow 
social housing stock remain idle�  This year, we have provided funding for 1,500 void homes to 
be remediated and brought back into use�  There is a very strong social housing component�  In 
addition, there is cost rental, which will be a significant measure.  It will take time to ramp up.

29/03/2022J00150An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

29/03/2022J00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As agreed, the report of the Business Committee shall be 
taken as read�  Are the proposed arrangements for the week’s business agreed to?

29/03/2022J00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed�

29/03/2022J00400Deputy Ivana Bacik: I understand a motion regarding the proposed approval by Dáil Éire-
ann of the carbon budget under the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Acts, 2015 
to 2021, has been laid before the Dáil.  Will time be made available by the Government next 
week to debate the motion?  This is a matter of urgency�  Friends of the Earth and other NGOs 
have been looking for us to have a chance to debate this on the floor of the Dáil.  Will it be on 
the Order of Business for next week?

29/03/2022J00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Rural Independent Group is demanding an immediate de-
bate on the crisis facing the pig industry today�  If the Taoiseach cares to see them, members of 
the industry who are protesting outside the gates of Leinster House�  They are not known for 
protesting but their family lives, incomes and their industry are on the line�  The paltry €7 mil-
lion offered by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy McConalogue, is an 
insult to them�  They need a package of €50 million and a further €50 million that they intend 
to pay back.  What other group in society has paid back money it got in Covid supports?  It is 
a crisis that the Taoiseach does not seem to recognise and the Minister, Deputy McConalogue, 
will not recognise until he does not have any rashers for his breakfast roll�

29/03/2022J00600The Taoiseach: He should eat the rasher with a poached egg�

29/03/2022J00700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I ask once again for the Government to allow time for a de-
bate on the disastrous situation and war in Yemen�  The Government rightly has moved heaven 
and earth to debate and set out a response to the disastrous situation in Ukraine but it is stub-
bornly resistant to discussing the war in Yemen that has claimed more than 300,000 lives and 
brought 14 million people to the brink of starvation�  Does the Government not want this debate 
because it has trade relations with Saudi Arabia and because the US and the UK are arming the 
Saudi regime?  Is that why it does not want the debate?  If that is not the case, will it please al-
low for a debate on this crisis?

29/03/2022J00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As no other Members are indicating, I ask the Taoiseach to 
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respond�

29/03/2022J00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: Before the Taoiseach responds, he made a joke of my request by 
saying he eats poached eggs�

29/03/2022J01000The Taoiseach: I did not answer-----

29/03/2022J01100Deputy Mattie McGrath: I do not know what he eats - that is his own business - but this 
is not a laughing matter�  It is a serious situation facing an industry that could be wiped out if 
he does not act�

29/03/2022J01200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputy, you made your point�  The Taoiseach to respond�

29/03/2022J01300Deputy Mattie McGrath: This is mockery by the Taoiseach, talking about poached eggs�  
He will be well poached when they get at him�

29/03/2022J01400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Taoiseach to respond uninterrupted�

29/03/2022J01500Deputy Mattie McGrath: Or fried, even better�

29/03/2022J01600The Taoiseach: I actually said he should have the rasher with a poached egg or a poached 
egg with the rasher�

29/03/2022J01700Deputy Mattie McGrath: Make fun of it, yes�  Make fun of it�

29/03/2022J01800Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: It is not a laughing matter�

29/03/2022J01900The Taoiseach: I was not joking; I was serious.  I believe in a good rasher for breakfast.  
The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is alive to the issue.  We have already al-
located funding to the pigmeat industry�  Just as we did in respect of Covid-19 when we helped 
an awful lot of enterprises survive by investing in them, we also want to keep a viable industry, 
the pigmeat industry, intact and viable because in normal times it is a productive industry that 
does well�  The Minister is engaging with the sector to see if we can do more in the context of 
what already has been done for the industry.  It creates a lot of jobs.  What is happening now is 
beyond its control in terms of a disruptive market situation plus the Ukraine crisis�

29/03/2022K00100Deputy Mattie McGrath: Are you going to wake up?

29/03/2022K00200The Taoiseach: The Minister is working on that.  I can confirm that we will endeavour to 
have a debate on that next week and I have asked the Chief Whip to follow up on that.

On having a debate on both the pigmeat sector or a debate on the war in Yemen, I have to say 
to the Deputies that there is more Private Members’ time available in this Dáil than in previous 
Dáileanna�  There is therefore an obligation on the Deputies themselves to bring forward these 
issues-----

29/03/2022K00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: We have Private Members’ time every six months.

29/03/2022K00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: Change the record�

29/03/2022K00500The Taoiseach: ----- in Private Members’ time.  There is Topical Issues as well.  We need 
to balance legislation-----

29/03/2022K00600Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: You do not care about the people in Yemen�  The Govern-
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ment does not want to embarrass the-----

29/03/2022K00700The Taoiseach: -----with debates�  The House is not meant to be three days of every week 
dealing with statements and nothing else but statements�  It is also a legislative assembly and 
we have to get that balance right�

29/03/2022K00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is the Order of Business agreed to?

29/03/2022K00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is not agreed�

Question put: “That the proposed arrangements for dealing with this week’s business be 
agreed to�”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 61; Níl, 46; Staon, 0.
Tá Níl Staon

 Berry, Cathal.  Andrews, Chris.
 Browne, James.  Bacik, Ivana.
 Bruton, Richard.  Boyd Barrett, Richard.

 Burke, Colm.  Browne, Martin.
 Burke, Peter.  Buckley, Pat.

 Byrne, Thomas.  Carthy, Matt.
 Cahill, Jackie.  Collins, Joan.
 Calleary, Dara.  Collins, Michael.

 Carroll MacNeill, Jennifer.  Conway-Walsh, Rose.
 Chambers, Jack.  Cronin, Réada.

 Collins, Niall.  Cullinane, David.
 Costello, Patrick.  Daly, Pa.
 Coveney, Simon.  Doherty, Pearse.
 Cowen, Barry.  Donnelly, Paul.

 Creed, Michael.  Ellis, Dessie.
 Crowe, Cathal.  Funchion, Kathleen.
 Dillon, Alan.  Gannon, Gary.

 Donnelly, Stephen.  Harkin, Marian.
 Donohoe, Paschal.  Howlin, Brendan.

 Duffy, Francis Noel.  Kenny, Martin.
 Durkan, Bernard J.  Kerrane, Claire.
 English, Damien.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.

 Farrell, Alan.  McDonald, Mary Lou.
 Flaherty, Joe.  McGrath, Mattie.

 Fleming, Sean.  Mitchell, Denise.
 Griffin, Brendan.  Munster, Imelda.
 Haughey, Seán.  Murphy, Catherine.
 Heydon, Martin.  Mythen, Johnny.
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and Michael Collins�

Question declared carried�

3 o’clock29/03/2022N00100

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I again raise with the Taoiseach the commitments Britain 
made to the Irish Government and all parties in the North to introduce an Irish language Act 
and to commission abortion services in the North.  We can all agree that women have waited 
long enough for these services�  Certainly, Irish language speakers have waited long enough�  
As the Taoiseach will know, the British Government has again demonstrated bad faith on these 
matters.  Will he tell us whether he has spoken to or will speak to the British Government to 
establish the dates on which it will deliver on both of these commitments?  In his recent meeting 
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with the British Prime Minister, did he ask about an tAcht Gaeilge or the British Government’s 
intentions to honour the very clear-cut commitments made not only to Sinn Féin, but also to the 
Irish Government and all of the parties in the North?

29/03/2022N00200The Taoiseach: We will be taking this issue up with the British Government.  The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has already discussed it with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.  It 
is my understanding that the Secretary of State is committed to putting the legislation in place 
but not until after the election�  I will say that the commitments that have been given in respect 
of the language Act should be honoured because, when governments give commitments on 
such important matters, they should follow through on them�

29/03/2022N00300Deputy Duncan Smith: I will raise with the Taoiseach the impact the current energy crisis 
is having on our protected crop growers, particularly in north County Dublin�  Last week, I met 
with Councillor Robert O’Donoghue and representatives of Welgro Produce, a young company 
of growers which is at the cutting edge of this industry and which has won awards for its sus-
tainable practices�  They are the kind of people who are going to bring our growing sector into 
the 21st century�  The company is being crippled by energy costs which may see it go out of 
business within weeks�  If we are to get where we need to be with regard to food security and a 
climate-resilient growing industry, we need to protect such companies through the transitional 
period we are now in, which the Taoiseach referenced in response to a question from Deputy 
Bacik earlier.  What is the Government doing for these growers?  What is its plan?  

29/03/2022O00200The Taoiseach: As the Deputy knows, the Government more broadly has moved to reduce 
excise and VAT on energy products in the last package.  We have also taken specific measures 
for hauliers and have a separate tillage initiative related to the growth of protein crops, grain 
and mixed-species swards�  The Deputy is talking about the horticultural sector, in essence�  As 
I have said, the Government has taken broad measures on taxation more generally.  We continu-
ally review different sectors of the economy to see what we can do to be of assistance to them.  
The Government cannot keep coming forward with measures every week.  We need to look at 
this over the medium term.  We now believe the impact of this war will be a medium-term one.  
We need to take an annual prospective of expenditure, revenue and the whole fiscal situation as 
it is affected by all of this.

29/03/2022O00300Deputy Gary Gannon: I wish to raise the scenes in Dublin Airport over the weekend.  We 
all watched on with a sense of dismay and bewilderment at the scenes of would-be travellers 
crammed into the departure lounge, some unable to go on their holidays owing to the absence of 
security staff.  What assurances has the Government sought from the Dublin Airport Authority 
that these scenes will not be repeated?  Although 1,000 redundancies were offered to security 
staff in Dublin Airport during Covid, only 100 people have been rehired.  There is a rehiring 
process going on at the moment, offering €14.40 per hour for 20 hours guaranteed and another 
20 hours of flexibility.  That will not be enough to secure the essential staff needed to ensure the 
airport is secure and well managed�

29/03/2022O00400The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising the issue�  The Minister, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan, and the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, in the Department of Transport will be 
engaging with Dublin Airport in respect of this�  There are issues with recruitment�  Notwith-
standing all the challenges facing the economy, the reality is we have never had so many people 
employed.  We have had real challenges with recruitment of staff in key sectors of the economy 
since we emerged from the latest Covid crisis.  We will do everything we can.  There are exist-
ing workplace arrangements to deal with the latter point the Deputy raised�
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A Leas-Cheann Comhairle, I beg your indulgence and that of the House�  Deputy Bacik 
asked me earlier about diplomatic expulsions�  I do not want to be accused subsequently of not 
fully informing the House�  As her question was coming through, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs had indeed summoned the Russian ambassador.  I was loath to override what would 
be normal diplomatic protocols.  Under the 1961 Vienna Convention, four senior officials of 
the Russian Embassy have been asked to leave the State because their activities are not in ac-
cordance with international standards of diplomatic behaviour�  I received security advice yes-
terday and the Minister for Foreign Affairs also received security advice.  Yesterday I met our 
national security team�  Under Article 9 of the 1961 Vienna Convention, we have taken these 
actions�  However, we believe that diplomatic channels between the Russian Federation and the 
State should stay open in the interests of us conveying our abhorrence of the war, maintaining 
diplomatic channels as a principle and protecting Irish citizens in Russia and elsewhere�

29/03/2022O00500Deputy Ivana Bacik: I appreciate the Taoiseach’s intervention�

29/03/2022O00600Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I expect sanctions to be imposed on Saudi Arabia and the 
apartheid State of Israel promptly following that announcement�  I will not hold my breath on 
that, obviously�

I again ask about the €1,000 that was promised to healthcare workers�  The applause given 
to those healthcare workers for the work they did during the Covid pandemic - and are still 
doing - rings hollow now when the Government still has not paid these healthcare workers the 
€1,000 promised�  Community swabbers have contacted us and I asked questions about that�  It 
seems that community swabbers may not be getting this payment�  There have been suggestions 
that phlebotomy nurses will probably not get the €1,000�  The Government seems to be penny-
pinching and that is why these negotiations are dragging on�    The Government is looking for 
reasons to exclude healthcare workers, every one of whom deserves as an absolute minimum 
the €1,000 payment that was promised.  Why has the Government not paid it and why is it try-
ing to exclude healthcare workers from benefiting from this payment?

29/03/2022P00200The Taoiseach: First, my understanding is the HSE and the Department are in ongoing 
consultation with the health sector trade unions to finalise the application of this measure.  It is 
intended that the payments process will be instructed to commence this week�  The Government 
has committed very significant resources.  The Government wants to do this.  We are not hold-
ing back at all�  I will engage again with the Minister and the HSE in this regard�  It is €1,000 
and it will not be subject to income tax, USC or PRSI�  The announcement also made provision 
for a pro rata application of the payment�  It will be extended to those equivalent healthcare 
workers in private nursing homes and hospices, who also experienced very severe outbreaks 
and burdens during the pandemic which staff have had to manage.

29/03/2022P00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: No answer, in other words�

29/03/2022P00400Deputy Michael Lowry: The issue surrounding work permits is reaching a crisis level for 
many employers�  A growing number of employers in the healthcare, food processing, hospi-
tality, agriculture and transport sectors are battling through a system that is fraught with long 
delays and refusals based on minor human errors on their applications�  This triggers an appeals 
process that is taking up to 18 weeks to complete�  The vast majority of these errors could be 
rectified by simply communicating directly with the applicant.  I have been inundated with calls 
from exasperated people in all of these sectors across Tipperary who are unable to secure staff in 
Ireland or within the EU�  The lack of a workforce is having a negative impact on productivity, 
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curtailing production, damaging exports and suppressing economic growth�  Unless a way is 
found to fast-track these non-EU work permits, many businesses in these sectors face collapse�  
I call on the Government to introduce a system that will both simplify and expedite the process 
of obtaining work permits for the sectors whose survival depends on them�

29/03/2022P00500The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  A plan of action is being imple-
mented by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to meet the challenges of this 
increased demand and to reduce the processing time, which has built up recently, as the Deputy 
said.  Staffing actions include recruitment of additional permanent and temporary staff which 
will increase the permanent processing capacity by over 100% and overall capacity by over 
200% from November levels�  Some 898 employment permits were processed last week, which 
is more than triple the 259 processed in the same week last year.  Waiting times for critical skills 
employment permits are seven weeks for trusted partners and nine weeks for standard applica-
tions�  These waiting times stood at 14 weeks for trusted partners and 21 weeks for standard 
applications only seven weeks ago, so progress has been made�  The backlog continues to fall 
and it is now at 8,851, which is over 2,000 below its Christmas 2021 peak�  The rate of applica-
tions in 2022 has stabilised at a rate of 32,000 applications per annum, which is considerably 
higher than the 27,000 received in 2021, which itself was well up on previous years�  I spoke to 
the Tánaiste yesterday and to the Secretary General of the Department.  We want those numbers 
down as quickly as possible�

29/03/2022P00600Deputy Michael Collins: It is nearly six weeks since I first raised the Dursey cable car cri-
sis with the Taoiseach in the Dáil.  Since then, I have raised it with the Tánaiste; the Minister, 
Deputy Humphreys; and the Minister of State, Deputy O’Donovan, among others, in trying 
to find a solution before the world-famous Dursey cable car ceases operations this Thursday 
evening for 240 days due to the urgent repairs to be carried out on the towers following storm 
damage�  This is a cable car, I may add, opened by the then Taoiseach, Jack Lynch, in 1969�  As 
we stand right now, on Friday morning of this week islanders, farmers who have land on the 
islands and holidaymakers will not have a service of any type from the island to the mainland 
or from the mainland to the island�

A proposal from the local authority for funding for a temporary ferry service was made to 
the Department of Rural and Community Development at the end of last week for the 240 days 
the cable car will be out of operation�  I fully respect that the Taoiseach would not have had 
the time to hear of these proposals but, for the sake of the residents, farmers and tourists who 
visit the world-famous Dursey Island and the Beara Peninsula, will the Taoiseach meet with the 
Minister, Deputy Humphreys, and find the funding to secure a ferry service to the island by this 
Thursday?

29/03/2022P00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  I answered him last week on it but I will tell him the 
latest anyway�  I understand they sent a proposal on Friday evening - I do not know what time it 
was sent at - but this is Tuesday so it has taken them a long time to get the proposal here�  I am 
happy to look at it and I will certainly engage with my officials.  The Deputy should remember, 
in fairness, that it is Cork County Council that has taken away this cable car, and not me�

29/03/2022P00800Deputy Michael Collins: Will the Government provide the funding?

29/03/2022P00900The Taoiseach: I can tell the Deputy we will look after it�  I am pressing very strongly�  I 
will make sure the next time I am down there that I will get on it�
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29/03/2022P01000Deputy Michael Collins: I would appreciate that�

29/03/2022P01100Deputy Joan Collins: I want to again raise the issue of the need to set up a cost of living 
hardship emergency fund to be distributed by community welfare officers in order that fami-
lies can access the resources they need for things like fuel and food, and for those community 
welfare officers to be in the community, like they used to be.  I welcome the fact community 
welfare officers are at the airports, welcoming and resourcing Ukrainian refugees.  Given the 
urgent needs people are going to have in the future, particularly with another increase of 6�7% 
in inflation over the next couple of months, we must bring in a fund like this, separate to the 
supplementary welfare allowance scheme, which is for a different purpose.  We are talking 
about a specific hardship fund so people can access community welfare officers for food and 
fuel in the community�  It is very important that we do this and the Government should respond�

29/03/2022P01200Deputy Heather Humphreys: The Department of Social Protection has a fund - the urgent 
needs payment - that is available for those who are experiencing difficulty.  Such people should 
go to their community welfare officer.

29/03/2022P01300Deputy Joan Collins: They cannot access this through the community welfare officer.

29/03/2022P01400Deputy Heather Humphreys: The community welfare officer is available to help them.  I 
do not want to see anybody in dire straits.  That is the safety net.  If anybody is in difficulty, they 
should go to their community welfare officer.  If there is a specific instance, the Deputy should 
bring it to my attention and I am happy to talk to her�

29/03/2022P01500Deputy Joan Collins: It is the long term that we have to look at�

29/03/2022P01600Deputy Willie O’Dea: Will the Taoiseach ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage to intervene on behalf of 60 families - 150 people in all - who are tenants of the 
Shannon Arms housing complex in Henry Street, Limerick?  Even though those people have 
taken their case to the Residential Tenancies Board, the landlords of those apartments are em-
ploying intimidatory and illegal tactics to force them to leave their homes�  The tactics include 
sending in heavies to change the locks unilaterally and ordering people to get their furniture to-
gether and get out on the street within 30 minutes�  Some of those tactics have worked and some 
of the more vulnerable people have actually left�  The Taoiseach will be aware that these tactics 
are not only reprehensible and immoral, but highly illegal and reminiscent of the behaviour of 
the absentee landlords during the great Famine of the 1840s�  This is not the 1840s�  I ask the 
Taoiseach whether the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage can be requested 
to assist those people against this modern form of Rachmanism�

29/03/2022P01700The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising this on behalf of the 60 families in Henry 
Street�  I certainly will ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to inter-
vene�  As the Deputy said, this behaviour is not tolerable and should not be tolerated in this day 
and age�  I will ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, with the RTB, 
to intervene�

29/03/2022P01800Deputy Steven Matthews: On 15 February, the Taoiseach indicated to the House that the 
planning regulations for solar panels would be ready in two to three weeks�  That is nearly six 
weeks ago now and I have seen no movement on it�  I do not need to remind the Taoiseach that 
we are in an energy crisis, that we have introduced one of the most ambitious energy retrofit 
schemes seen anywhere in Europe and that we have agreed the feed-in tariff scheme.  What we 
need now are the planning exemptions on solar panels.  We have potentially up to 2 GW of solar 
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in this country on farm buildings, community buildings, schools, houses and apartments - ev-
erywhere.  There is massive potential.  People want to fit them on their roofs and we can create 
thousands of jobs.  I need to ask the Taoiseach again: where are the regulations?  We need them 
urgently�

29/03/2022P01900The Taoiseach: The Deputy has raised this issue consistently and correctly�  I will follow 
that up with the Minister concerned and get an answer for him as quickly as I can�

29/03/2022P02000Deputy Patricia Ryan: On page 120, the programme for Government commits to holding a 
referendum on housing�  There are almost 7,000 people on the housing list in Kildare and there 
is a ten-year to 12-year wait for allocations�  There is no sense of urgency in dealing with this 
issue.  We need to build public homes on public land.  If there is not enough suitable public land, 
we need to acquire it through compulsory purchase order�  It is not acceptable for families with 
young children to live long-term in substandard accommodation or in hotels and emergency ac-
commodation.  We need urgent action and a strong constitutional amendment which drives an 
ethos of cost rental and publicly funded housing to deliver it.  When is the Government going 
to act to bring forward this referendum?

29/03/2022P02100The Taoiseach: The Government is committed to public housing�  In particular, 12,000 is 
the target for 2022, 9,000 of which will be built�  That would be the highest ever and we are on 
line to achieve that in 2022�

On the referendum, the commission on housing which has been established has established 
a sub-committee chaired by Ailbhe O’Neill, a barrister with extensive experience working in 
constitutional law and deep expertise around property rights�  She is joined on the sub-com-
mittee by Sorcha Edwards, secretary general of Housing Europe; Pat Doyle, CEO of the Peter 
McVerry Trust; and Patricia King, general secretary of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions.  
There will be some external members with expertise�  They are charged with coming forward 
with a proposal for a constitutional referendum on housing�

29/03/2022Q00200Deputy Brian Stanley: I raise the 2013 report published by the Government and entitled 
Keeping Communities Safe - A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland�  There are 2,065 retained 
firefighters operating out of 197 stations across the State and there is a problem in relation to 
staffing.  I have raised this before because there needs to be a sense of urgency around this.  In 
May 2021, the management board of the National Directorate of Fire and Emergency Man-
agement was mandated to set up a review of the model of retained fire services.  That is still 
dragging on.  We are nearly a year into that.  A private company was procured to do it.  The last 
reply I got on it stated that the expectation of the project team is that the final report would be 
submitted to the management board of the national directorate by the end of the year�  For God’s 
sake, it is a year and a half.  There is a staffing issue in smaller stations in outlying areas like 
Rathdowney, Stradbally, Mountmellick, and Abbeyleix�

29/03/2022Q00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are way over time.  Taoiseach to respond.

29/03/2022Q00400Deputy Brian Stanley: I ask the Government to move on this.  We cannot take a year and 
a half to put together a simple report�  It is just taking too long to get these things done�

29/03/2022Q00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It is not the only thing that is taking too long�

29/03/2022Q00600The Taoiseach: I will follow that up with the Minister�  I have noted that if you stay in here 
long enough, you will get a good geography lesson across every county and town in Ireland�  I 
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take the point the Deputy makes seriously and will follow through on it�  The Healy-Rae syn-
drome is beginning to-----

29/03/2022Q00650An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are moving on.  There is very little time left.

29/03/2022Q00700Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: All of us today have raised the issue of housing and 
the lack of supply.  What is the update on the module building the Government is looking at?  I 
heard the Taoiseach speak about HAP today�  As the Taoiseach knows, if you qualify to go on 
the local authority housing list, you get HAP�  I checked daft.ie in Carlow recently�  Five prop-
erties are available�  By the way, it is €1,200 to rent�  The biggest issue is between rural towns 
and cities�  There is a discretion in the local authorities and in Carlow and other rural towns it is 
20%�  In Dublin or any of the other cities, it is 50%�  That is unfair and not right�  I ask that all 
local authorities get the 50% discretion�

29/03/2022Q00800The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy.  The key issue with housing is supply.  We simply need 
to get more houses built more quickly�  That is key to dealing with the housing crisis�  Regard-
ing HAP, there are different rates across the country.  They are not all uniform and the cities 
have much higher levels of rent, unfortunately, which have necessitated more flexibility around 
HAP payments�  I will talk to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage on the 
issues the Deputy raised�

29/03/2022Q00900Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: I will give the Taoiseach a quick geography lesson�  Kerry, 
Carlow, Wicklow, Dublin, Sligo and the Mourne Mountains are locations where firefighters 
were called out to tackle wildfires in the past couple of weeks.  It is the time of year when we 
see a spate of upland burnings, even though the legal season ends on 1 March�  There have been 
none, thankfully, so far in the Comeraghs in my county of Waterford.

I recognise and accept there is a distinction between the burning of agricultural waste and 
upland burning, but we are in a biodiversity crisis�  In this context, every habitat matters�  I 
have half an eye to the nature restoration loans coming down the tracks from Europe�  Eoghan 
Daltun’s Twitter account shows what our hills and mountains could and perhaps should be like�  
Is the necessary enforcement in place to make sure these restrictions are observed?  Are fines 
being issued?  Probably more important, are we moving quickly enough to make sure farmers 
are supported in moving to better land management practices in upland areas?

29/03/2022Q01000The Taoiseach: I will talk to the Minister on enforcement�  Enforcement is being increased 
across wildlife and habitat protection�  I agree we have to have a stronger focus on protecting 
habitat and biodiversity�  There is no question about that�  It is under enormous threat across the 
country and it cannot be business as usual�

29/03/2022Q01100Deputy Martin Browne: Recent legislation which aimed to provide emergency support to 
members of the haulage industry was somewhat welcome�  However, a substantial portion of 
the sector has been excluded�  This week I have been contacted by Gleeson Concrete, which 
operates in Donohill, County Tipperary, as well as north Cork and Limerick�  They are reliant 
on their hauliers but pointed out that while some delivery fleet personnel in the industry hold 
a haulage licence and will benefit from the emergency measure, the majority of International 
Coaching Federation member companies are own account operators and therefore not required 
to hold a haulage licence�  As a result, they are ineligible for the Government’s support mea-
sures despite incurring the same level of cost increases as licensed hauliers�  Coach and school 
bus operators have also fallen foul of this with school transport operators locked into contracts 
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of up to five years at a time.  Is the Government giving consideration to extending the measures 
to the many operators in the State that do not meet the limiting criteria it has set down?  Over 
6,000 people are directly employed in the sector�

29/03/2022Q01200The Taoiseach: The Government has taken measures to help and to alleviate the pressures 
on the sector�  As I said earlier, we cannot do everything�  There are limits to what governments 
can do and they cannot 100% compensate every situation.  We have to bear that in mind.  We 
are conscious of the impact of the war, the issues arising from supply chain difficulties and in-
flationary pressures.  We have to look at this over the 12-month cycle.

29/03/2022Q01300Deputy Martin Browne: Yes, but most of these are own account operators and they are not 
eligible�

29/03/2022Q01400The Taoiseach: I know, but, unfortunately, the impacts of this will be longer term than we 
might have anticipated�

29/03/2022Q01500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are running out of time so I will take the last two speak-
ers�  I call Deputy Carthy�

29/03/2022Q01600Deputy Matt Carthy: Farmers across all sectors have been struggling with increasing in-
put costs�  The Government response has been far too slow and underwhelming�  For pig farm-
ers, those escalating input costs have been compounded by depressed prices�  They are in a 
battle for the survival of the sector�  They are protesting at Kildare Street today and pleading 
with Government to intervene further�

This is not a month-old crisis�  I have been raising it with the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine since September, as have many other Deputies�  Does the Taoiseach accept the 
Government needs to do more?  I welcome the limited moves that have been made but much 
more needs to be done�  The sector has said it requires a €100 million package, about half of 
which can be provided in loans.  Will the Taoiseach utilise the Brexit adjustment reserve, the 
EU crisis reserve and any other measures at his disposal to save the sector?

29/03/2022Q01700Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: Tomorrow is a big day for the people of Cork and Limerick, 
given that the route selection for the M20 will finally conclude.  We all know the story of the 
old Cork-Limerick road, how dangerous it is and how many accidents and fatalities there have 
been there over the years.  Will the Taoiseach give the best assurance he can that this road will 
proceed this time?

29/03/2022Q01800The Taoiseach: To deal with Deputy Carthy first, the Government wants to keep the pig 
industry going�  It is a good industry in terms of viability and had been doing well�  Some mar-
ket distortions arose.  There is a perfect storm at the moment with the war in Ukraine.  We have 
taken initial steps to assist the industry�  The Minister, Deputy McConalogue, is in constant en-
gagement with the farming organisations and State entities to see what can be done to respond 
further to the situation and to help�

The Government is committed to the Cork-Limerick road�  The route selection tomorrow 
will be an important milestone in relation to that project�  Anyone who has travelled that road 
knows there are too many bottlenecks, including Buttevant, Charleville and many others�  This 
is something that many people are anxious to see happen from a road safety point of view, in 
particular�
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29/03/2022Q01900Institutional Burials Bill 2022: Referral to Select Committee

29/03/2022Q02000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: On 3 March, the motion to refer the Institutional Burials Bill 
2022 to select committee was inadvertently not moved�  I understand it is proposed this Bill be 
sent to the select committee and I ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth, Deputy O’Gorman, to move the motion of referral�

29/03/2022Q02100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I move:

That the Bill be referred to the Select Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth pursuant to Standing Orders 95(3)(a) and 181(1)�

Question put and agreed to�

29/03/2022R00100Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) (No. 2) Order 2022: 
Motion

29/03/2022R00200Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Order in draft: 

Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) (No� 2) Order 
2022,

copies of which have been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 23rd February, 2022�

Question put and agreed to�  

29/03/2022R00400Ceisteanna - Questions

29/03/2022R00500Departmental Reports

29/03/2022R006001� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when the annual report of his Depart-
ment for 2021 will be published� [12411/22]

29/03/2022R007002� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the annual report of his De-
partment for 2021 will be published� [14270/22]

29/03/2022R008003� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the annual report of his Department for 
2021 will be published� [14273/22]

29/03/2022R009004� Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Taoiseach when his Department’s annual report for 
2021 will be published� [14354/22]
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29/03/2022R010005� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach when the annual report of his Department for 
2021 will be published� [15475/22]

29/03/2022R011006� Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Taoiseach when the annual report of his Department for 
2021 will be published� [16203/22]

29/03/2022R01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 1 to 6, inclusive, together�

My Department’s annual report for 2021 will be finalised and published in the coming 
months and will set out the work of my Department in 2021 to deliver on the strategic priorities 
set out in the Departments three-year statement of strategy�  My Department continues to work 
at the centre to ensure that policies developed support the Government’s commitment to de-
velop Ireland in a sustainable way which supports economic development and social progress�  
It achieves this mainly through the Cabinet committee structure�

Through the work of the ten Cabinet committees, supported by my Department, a range of 
cross-government work has been advanced during 2021 under the new strategy statement, in-
cluding: management of the whole-of-government response to Covid-19, including the national 
vaccination programme roll-out; the economic recovery plan, which was published in June, 
and implementation of which is helping to drive a jobs-rich recovery and which will support 
the economy in transitioning towards a decarbonised and digital economy; publication of the 
Housing for All plan, an ambitious and far-reaching plan to address the provision of housing, 
to increase the supply of housing and to provide a sustainable housing system into the future; 
supporting cross-government work to manage the ongoing economic and political impacts of 
Brexit; driving the delivery of our commitments on a shared island on a whole-of-government 
basis, through the shared island unit in my Department and the shared island fund; supporting 
Ireland’s role in Europe and the world, including through my participation in the European 
Council, Ireland’s seat on the UN Security Council and with respect to continuing EU-UK 
discussions on the Northern Ireland protocol; delivery of an initial well-being framework for 
Ireland and a supporting information hub, which are being developed to better understand and 
measure our progress as a country; the establishment of a social dialogue unit in my Depart-
ment, which is working to co-ordinate and support the Government’s overall approach to so-
cial dialogue; work on the Future of Media Commission, which has now concluded its work; 
completion of the work of the Citizens’ Assembly on Gender Equality; the launch of the revised 
national development plan, setting out the roadmap for investment of €165 billion in new and 
upgraded infrastructure over the decade ahead; supporting the development of the Climate Ac-
tion and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act  2021 and the Climate Action Plan 2021, 
which are key elements of a suite of measures introduced to fundamentally alter Ireland’s ap-
proach to climate  change; and three legislative programmes published during 2021 setting out 
priority legislation across government�

29/03/2022R01300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: My question concerns the expulsion of four senior offi-
cials from the Russian embassy in Dublin.  I understand these four senior officials have been 
identified as carrying out activities not “in accordance with [...] standards of diplomatic behav-
iour”.  Will the Taoiseach inform the House who these senior officials are and what behaviour 
marked them out for expulsion?  We all dearly hope there will be positive progress at the talks 
in Istanbul today.  We know that the war must end and that peace and diplomacy must prevail 
but we have said to the Taoiseach for quite some time that as this illegal war continues and as 
Russia breaches international law so viciously and with such brazenness, Ireland must exert all 
possible pressure�  The call had been for the expulsion of the Russian ambassador and all the 
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staff.  Russia should not be left with the cloak of respectability and any diplomatic footprint in 
Europe.  Will the Taoiseach please set out for us the facts around the expulsion of these four 
officials?

29/03/2022R01400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The Taoiseach mentioned Housing for All�  Does he not 
have to accept now that it is failing disastrously?  From my clinic, I can tell him about the num-
ber of people and families coming in, most of whom are working and who are facing eviction or 
who are already homeless.  They have no prospect of finding rented accommodation under the 
housing assistance payment, HAP, scheme or social housing�  The numbers are going through 
the roof.  I will give one example.  A man, his ill wife and their family of five are facing eviction 
on 2 April�  He is working in one of our Dublin hospitals�  I have another young man who works 
for Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and he is living in his car�  Another woman, who 
was previously homeless and is now in a homeless HAP tenancy, is being evicted�  The Dublin 
place finder service cannot find her a place. She will not go to a hostel, so she is going to end up 
sleeping in her car�  Another mother, with two kids, is on the housing list�  She works part time 
and is in receipt of the working family payment�  She has been told that she is over the limit for 
social housing.  The list goes on.  What does the Taoiseach intend to do for these people who 
are working but for whom the Government’s housing policies have totally failed?

29/03/2022R01500Deputy Paul Murphy: Last September, the Taoiseach first promised a bonus for front-line 
health workers who helped in the fight against Covid-19.  Seven months on, not a single cent 
has been paid out and now many workers are finding out that they either will not qualify for 
the full bonus or they will not get anything at all due to the Scrooge-like terms and conditions 
being applied�  One such group is the Covid-19 community swabbers, who helped to run our 
testing facilities throughout the country before vaccines were even available and without per-
sonal protective equipment, PPE, back in the early days of the pandemic�  They put themselves 
at risk to help to control the virus, but now many of them are being told they do not count as 
front-line workers�  I will quote a short excerpt from an email from a woman who worked as a 
community swabber.  She made the point that “We are the people who worked on the front line, 
day in and day out, throughout the entire pandemic, at times with sub-par PPE, and for many 
of us in suboptimal conditions, working in temporary structures, such as army tents in freezing 
cold snow and blistering heat”.  Will the Taoiseach intervene to ensure these people get what 
they deserve at the very least?

29/03/2022R01600Deputy Paul McAuliffe: RTÉ is the national broadcaster and provides excellent content, 
particularly in the area of sport�  Many people in the North, however, are precluded from access-
ing that content because of issues around intellectual property rights�  It is particularly the case 
on the RTÉ Player�  Examples include the Olympics, which are important�  It is the matter of 
the All-Ireland championships, though, that I want to raise.  We are now only weeks away from 
them commencing and many people in the North will be unable to access those programmes�  
I believe the shared island fund exists to fight cross-Border issues in respect of infrastructure.  
Will the Taoiseach’s Department identify or examine how the national broadcaster and the 
shared island fund might work together to create an Internet protocol that will allow everyone 
in the North to access the RTÉ Player?

29/03/2022R01700Deputy Mick Barry: Broadly speaking, there were only ever three options when it came 
to the future of the leaving certificate examination.  The first was to keep the examination as is, 
the second was to go for a mix of examination and assessment and the third was to abolish the 
examination and introduce a policy of open access to third-level education, based on increased 
investment and offering a place to all who wanted one.  Following the student protests of recent 
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years, the first option was never a serious runner.  The students did for that one.  The Govern-
ment was then left with the option of either reforming or abolishing the examination�  I believe 
the Government has made the wrong choice�

To be clear, I welcome the introduction of drama, film and theatre studies onto the curricu-
lum, as well as climate studies�  I am not so mad about there being no proposals to teach more 
Black and Traveller history, and that there is still no comprehensive, objective sex education�  I 
put it to the Taoiseach, however, that the Government is choosing here to patch up an examina-
tion system that deserves to go and failing to take the opportunity to genuinely open up third-
level education now to all who wish to go�  

29/03/2022R01800Deputy Ivana Bacik: I thank the Taoiseach for his response to my question earlier�  I cer-
tainly did not expect to have such an immediate response to my first set of Leaders’ Questions 
as the leader of the Labour Party�  I thank him and commend him, and the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Deputy Coveney, on acting to expel four senior Russian diplomats.  Does this mean 
that the position of the Russian ambassador is now under threat?  I very much hope the Govern-
ment will see fit to move to expel him too.  My party, the Labour Party, as an internationalist 
party and a member of the Party of European Socialists, PES, has consistently stood with the 
people of Ukraine, and with the people of Syria when they endured horrific bombardment and 
attack from Putin through the al-Assad puppet regime.  We have also stood with the people of 
Yemen and Palestine.  We can see daily the sort of horrendous suffering people are enduring in 
Ukraine�  The people of Mariupol are enduring that now just as the people of Aleppo did when 
it was under siege.  We have a strong track record of solidarity with people under assault and 
threat from the sort of brutal regime that Putin personifies.  Will the Taoiseach now take further 
steps to expel Putin’s ambassador here, having moved so swiftly and in such a welcome fashion 
to expel four senior diplomats?

29/03/2022S00200The Taoiseach: Both Deputies McDonald and Bacik raised the expulsion of four senior of-
ficials in the Russian Federation embassy because their behaviour was not in accordance with 
international standards of diplomatic behaviour.  We are doing this under Article 9 of the 1961 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations.  I do not want to divulge the security briefing we 
received in respect of these individuals but in my view, it is the correct and the right decision in 
terms of our own national security but also in terms of sending a very clear message about our 
abhorrence of the war in Ukraine.  The decision is primarily informed by the briefings we have 
received from security officials in respect of the behaviour of these individuals.  That is why the 
Department of Foreign Affairs summoned the ambassador today.

We also wanted to take initiatives of this kind with our colleagues in the EU.  Some of the 
Baltic states and states on the eastern side of Europe have already taken steps in sending of-
ficials back to the Russian Federation.  No member state has yet expelled an ambassador.  We 
have carried out these measures relating to officials with some countries today and although we 
worked with other countries on this initiative, it has not been possible to get the full 27 states 
working on the same agenda�

With regard to the ambassador, we are anxious to keep channels open and we believe that 
is important for the protection of citizens and in maintaining a channel to communicate our 
abhorrence of the war directly to the Russian Federation Government�  This also will enable hu-
manitarian assistance if it is required for Irish citizens in Russia or certain areas of Ukraine if we 
need to engage with the Russian Federation Government or officials to facilitate humanitarian 
responses to situations that may arise�  It is important that diplomatic channels are maintained 
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and kept open�  That is the motivation behind the decision not to expel the Russian ambassador 
at this stage�

Deputy Boyd Barrett asked a question relating to Housing for All�  I do not accept Housing 
for All has failed as it is less than a year since its publication�  The Government has been in of-
fice now for 21 months and a lot of progress has been made.  We were held back by Covid-19 as 
the two lockdowns had an impact on construction�  There were nonetheless 31,000 commence-
ments last year, which augurs well for increased supply�  Our aim this year is for 12,000 social 
houses, 9,000 of which will be built.  We have also brought back 5,500 empty houses or voids 
within the local authority system.  We have kept a strong focus and resourced local authorities 
so as not to have houses idle�

The cost -rental model we are developing is very important.  We need to ramp it up and it 
will be a very significant feature of giving opportunities to people for affordable rents in future.  
That goes along with supply and we must build far more houses than we have been doing as a 
country�

29/03/2022S00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It is getting worse�

29/03/2022S00400The Taoiseach: Deputy Paul Murphy raised the issue of the bonus for healthcare workers�  
Again, the Government has given the resources to do this to the Department of Health and HSE�  
These are major employers but I am anxious that the front-line workers are suitably provided 
for with the €1,000 payment we have agreed�  The Government decided this and the implemen-
tation is about to begin�  There has been a lot of consultation with unions in respect of this and 
it is time for it to be implemented.  We are not adopting in any shape or form a Scrooge-like 
mentality towards it�

I will engage with Deputy Paul McAuliffe again as he raises a very fair point in respect of 
the RTÉ Player and the difficulties that citizens in Northern Ireland have in accessing it.  I will 
engage with him to see what we can do to work with the national broadcaster with a view to 
being of some assistance if that is possible�

Deputy Barry raised leaving certificate reform and today’s announcement by the Minister, 
Deputy Norma Foley, is radical and a watershed moment in the history of the leaving certificate.  
There will clearly be continuing engagement with stakeholders�  The National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment has published the various principles governing the reform�  To have 
40% of the process dealt with via continuous assessment is a massive change and it will require 
much in-service training as well on models of assessment and the science of assessment, which 
is quite involved�  Teachers used to a State exam may not have had the same level of in-service 
training as will be required with this process�  It is very exciting that there is to be a new subject 
of climate change coming to the curriculum, along with drama and film and so on.

29/03/2022S00450Urban Development

29/03/2022S006007� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the role of his 
Department in the north-east inner city initiative� [12412/22]

29/03/2022S007008� Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his Department’s work 
in the north-east inner city initiative� [14355/22]
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29/03/2022S008009� Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the role of his Department 
in the north-east inner city initiative� [16204/22]

29/03/2022S00900The Taoiseach: I propose to answer Questions Nos� 7 to 9, inclusive, together�

The Mulvey report, Dublin North East Inner City - Creating a Brighter Future, was com-
missioned by the Government and published in February 2017�  It contained recommendations 
for the social and economic regeneration of Dublin’s north-east inner city�  This report has been 
supplemented by the publishing of the North East Inner City Strategic Plan 2020-2022�

In June 2017, an independent chairperson was appointed by the Government to the north-
east inner city programme implementation board�  Members of the board include representa-
tives from relevant Departments and agencies, businesses and the local community�  The board 
is assisted in its work by six subgroups.  They are enhancing policing; maximising educational, 
training and employment opportunities; family well-being; enhancing community well-being 
and the physical landscape; substance use, misuse and inclusion health; and alignment of ser-
vices�  The board and its subgroups continue to meet monthly to oversee and progress the 
implementation of the Mulvey report and the North East Inner City Strategic Plan 2020-2022�

Officials from my Department work closely with the board, the subgroups and the dedi-
cated programme office based on Seán McDermott Street.  The chair of the board reports to an 
oversight group of senior officials chaired by the Secretary General of the Department of the 
Taoiseach�  This group supports and oversees the work of the north-east inner city programme 
implementation board, ensures strong and active participation by all relevant Departments and 
agencies in the north-east inner city initiative and deals with any barriers or issues highlighted 
by the chair of the programme implementation board�

The Cabinet committee on social affairs and equality provides political oversight of the 
north-east inner city initiative�  The Government is committed to supporting and investing in 
the north-east inner city community�  From 2016 to 2021, inclusive, the Government provided 
more than €30�7 million in funding to ensure the board had the necessary resources to achieve 
targets and fulfil its ambition.  In 2021, the Government provided funding of €6.5 million to the 
initiative and for 2022 this funding has been increased by a further €1 million to €7�5 million�  
On 2 December last, I launched the 2021 progress report for the north-east inner city initiative, 
which highlights all of the work progressed throughout the year�  This report, along with all of 
the progress reports since 2017, is available on the north-east inner city, NEIC, website�

The programme implementation board continues to implement the remaining actions set 
out in the Mulvey report and the North East Inner City Strategic Plan 2020-2022, as well as 
adopting a greater focus on long-term sustainable outcomes while operating in an integrated 
framework and adding value to the existing service infrastructure�  The Government remains 
committed to supporting and investing in the north-east inner city community and ensuring that 
the chairperson and programme implementation board have the necessary resources to help 
make the area a better place to live and work�

I very much welcome today’s announcement of Government approval of high-level propos-
als for a national centre for research and remembrance, which will be situated on the site of 
the former Magdalen laundry on Seán MacDermott Street�  The centre will stand as a national 
memorial to honour all those who were resident in mother and baby homes, industrial schools, 
Magdalen laundries and related institutions�  It will also involve social housing and an early 
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education provision�  This is very positive news for the north-east inner city�

29/03/2022S01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I acknowledge and welcome today’s announcement�  More 
to the point, I look forward to seeing the detail of what is proposed for the Magdalen laundry 
site on Seán McDermott Street.  This will be a very significant development locally but also na-
tionally and internationally�  It is essential that we get it right in terms of the archive, the site of 
conscience and the whole area of social housing�  That will mean there has to be a collaborative 
approach and spirit, and a willing ear to listen not least to the local community and, of course, 
to the entire community of survivors�  

In September 2020, I raised the issue of a review of the NEIC with the Taoiseach�  Initially 
he was warm towards the idea but he cooled on it�  I want to pitch for it again with him�  It is ab-
solutely imperative that this initiative be reviewed and measured�  I believe the time is ripe for 
that to happen.  With the outworkings of Covid, the housing crisis and shortfalls in healthcare, 
particularly in addiction services and supports, and now with people fleeing from Ukraine com-
ing to the north east inner city, the need is more acute than ever for supports, enhanced funding, 
review and real attention to the community and community development�

I wanted to raise the issue of our drugs task force, which disgracefully has been spancelled 
by people within the HSE�  I have raised the matter with the Taoiseach previously�  I will stop 
talking now because my minute is over�

29/03/2022T00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I gave the Deputy a minute and a half�

29/03/2022T00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Thank you, I am much obliged�

29/03/2022T00400Deputy Paul McAuliffe: I would also like to welcome that announcement.  While not in my 
constituency, it is a matter we dealt with many times on Dublin City Council�  It is a site with a 
significant legacy.  It is also a site where we can demonstrate how we can tackle disadvantage 
and how early intervention can make a real difference.  The Taoiseach’s Department has been 
doing work in the north inner city for some time and €30 million is a substantial intervention�  
It is also the access to senior officials that allows issues to be identified and resolved.

Has the Department of the Taoiseach considered how that model might be extended outside 
of the north east inner city?  I have been calling for it in my own area in Ballymun and Finglas�  
There are communities throughout Dublin, for example in Darndale, and in Limerick, that 
could benefit from a targeted approach in tackling the impact of the illegal drugs industry and 
breaking the cycle of disadvantage�  It is something Fianna Fáil has been committed to for a 
long time, including when we were in government in the past�  I would like to see us deal with 
it in this term.  The north east inner city has been getting significant attention.  We now need 
to see how we can provide those same solutions to other communities throughout the country�

29/03/2022T00500Deputy Ivana Bacik: I warmly welcome the announcement of the memorial site in Seán 
McDermott Street�  It is something survivors have sought for a long time�  It is very good news�  
I also ask for more clarity on the future plans for ongoing funding for the NEIC initiative and, 
indeed, whether it will or could be expanded to cover other areas�  It is a model that has been 
effective.  I am grateful to my colleague, Senator Marie Sherlock in Dublin Central, who has 
brought to my attention the report, No Child Shall Suffer, published last year by the Dublin City 
Community Co-operative, which is active in the north east inner city�  It really illustrates the 
impact of child and family poverty and social exclusion, particularly on families and children�  
It includes 14 stories, which are pen pictures of the lived experiences of children in the north 
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east inner city communities, showing the need for investment in early years, after-school care 
and youth work as a critical part of addressing the needs particularly of children and families�  
I ask the Taoiseach to commit to ongoing funding for the north east inner city initiative and to 
tell us if it is envisaged that a similar model might be rolled out in other areas where the needs 
are very dire�

29/03/2022T00600Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: As the Taoiseach knows, one of the biggest issues in areas 
of significant deprivation is the impact of drug addiction on individuals, families and communi-
ties�  I have often heard Government spokespeople pay lip service to the idea that we need to 
move away from the criminal approach to dealing with this problem and take a health-related 
approach but, in fact, we have not done that at all�  I wonder when we are going to realise that 
the so-called war on drugs is a disastrous failure and that we need to start to deal with this as a 
health issue.  We cannot bemoan criminal activity if simultaneously the State effectively crimi-
nalises huge cohorts of our young population�  That is what we are doing and the consequences 
are a total failure that particularly impacts on the most disadvantaged areas.  When are we going 
to get serious policy change in that area?

29/03/2022T00700The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputies for their comments�  The national centre will involve a 
collaborative spirit�  I will come back to that later�  In terms of the review of the north east inner 
city initiative that Deputy McDonald has asked for, I have not gone cool on it but we wanted to 
work through it.  We did the progress report, which in a way is a review of its own.  I think the 
Deputy is looking for a more comprehensive review�

I have asked senior officials in my Department, including an assistant secretary on social 
policy, to look nationally at areas that need interventions of this kind or to map what is out there 
in different communities.  Deputy McAuliffe raised issues pertaining to Ballymun.  I have met 
with groups there�  Other communities have also said they could do with a more community-
based intervention somewhat similar to the revitalising areas through planning, investment and 
development, RAPID, programmes of old�  A very good presentation was made to the more 
recent social affairs Cabinet committee on that issue and how, along with the Minister, Deputy 
Darragh O’Brien, on the communities side we can develop a model that would take the best 
of what is there at the moment and apply it without duplication.  Many different community 
groups and bodies are involved�  The challenge is to knit that together into a cohesive focal ef-
fort and impact on the ground and to have real community capacity on the ground that would be 
supported by the State, targeted to the areas that need it most�  That is what I am endeavouring 
to do�

A review of the north east inner city in that context could be useful for other areas but also 
of course for the north east inner city itself in terms of moving forward from the base we have 
now established.  I was recently at the launch of a unique educational project there; the acronym 
escapes me right now.  It relates to the leaving certificate.  Students in the senior cycle in the 
college on Seán McDermott Street have the capacity to do third-level modules in second level, 
which equips them for the world of work in technology�  It is very impressive and shows how 
innovation in education can work in these type of community initiatives as well�  There were 
young people saying to me that they want to be the next Elon Musk in robotics�  It was fantastic 
to see the progress they have made�  The private sector was involved with the initiative in terms 
of technology supports and so on�  There are a lot of lessons to be learned from how this model 
has worked in some aspects and maybe where it could do better in others�  It seems to me that 
the implementation side of it is strong and that the personnel charged with implementing it have 
driven it well�
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I take Deputy McAuliffe’s point that a lot of it has to do with providing access to senior of-
ficials and that matters in getting things moving on the ground, not just in the north east inner 
city but in other areas that need this type of approach�  I will come back to the Deputy in respect 
of the review�  I have not gone cool on it�  I will also revert to the Deputy on the issue around 
the HSE and the task force�

I favour a health-based approach to drug addiction as opposed to a criminalisation approach�  
There is always a balance to be struck in approaching it�  Essentially we need stronger supports 
for people who are addicted across the board, be it to alcohol, gambling or drugs�

4 o’clock

We have to develop a supportive culture but we also must enhance and increase professional 
capacity to deal with addiction in the strongest possible way�  Health services should be front 
and centre in that approach�  That is where we are heading as a Government and it is where our 
policy is focused�

  I have dealt with Deputy Bacik’s points on using this model for other areas�  She referred 
to the issues raised in the report, No Child Should Suffer.  My view is that we need consistent, 
long-term funding of areas of disadvantage, to use that phrase, where the metrics are not right, 
early school-leaving is still too high and patterns of educational attainment are not similar to 
the average across the country�  As a country, we have very high levels of school completion, 
but in certain areas of the country, that is not the case�  Therefore, we need consistency�  There 
has been too much of a stop-start approach.  Initiatives happen, they work for five or ten years 
and then they are pulled back�  Sometimes, they are pulled back if they are successful, whereas 
I think we should keep them going if they are successful�  Sometimes, we pull the rug from 
underneath the providers�

29/03/2022U00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Thank you, Taoiseach.  We are way over time.

29/03/2022U00300The Taoiseach: The whole thing really should be about changing the cycle�

29/03/2022U00400Official Apology

29/03/2022U0050010� Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of all State apolo-
gies he has issued since he assumed office. [12558/22]

29/03/2022U0060011� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of all State 
apologies he has issued since he assumed office. [14272/22]

29/03/2022U0070012� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of all State apologies 
he has issued since he assumed office. [14275/22]

29/03/2022U0080013� Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of all State apologies 
he has issued since he assumed office. [14277/22]

29/03/2022U00900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 10 to 13, inclusive, together�

Since taking office, I have issued one formal apology in the Dáil, on behalf of the State, 
for the hurt experienced by many former residents of mother and baby institutions and county 
homes�  I apologised for the profound generational wrong visited upon Irish mothers and their 
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children who ended up in a mother and baby home or county home and for the shame and 
stigma to which they were subjected�  As part of that apology, I acknowledged that the State 
had failed in its duty of care to the mothers and children who spent time in these institutions�  
This apology was one of the first steps taken by the Government to respond to the findings of 
the report�

The overall response is being driven by the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth, who is now working to advance the action plan for survivors and former 
residents of mother and baby homes and county home institutions�  The plan commits to a suite 
of 22 actions across eight key themes, namely, a survivor-centred approach, a formal State apol-
ogy, access to personal information, archiving and databases, education and research, memori-
alisation, restorative recognition, and dignified burial.

Today, the Government took a decision to publish the legislation pertaining to the mother 
and baby institutions payment scheme along with the national centre for research and remem-
brance related to institutional trauma, which will be strongly resourced by Government�  The 
information and tracing legislation is making progress in the Oireachtas�  The burials legislation 
also has been published.  We spoke earlier about the decision that the former Magdalen laun-
dry on Seán McDermott Street will be the location of the new national centre for research and 
remembrance�  The Secretary General of my Department did a lot of work in that respect and 
there already has been a great deal of collaboration�  That needs to continue�

People sought information on this earlier�  The intention is that the centre will be a museum 
and exhibition space, for which the National Museum of Ireland will have responsibility�  It will 
be an archival, repository and research centre forming part of the National Archives of Ireland�  
The latter will be responsible for, and will be resourced so to do, to bring together all the ar-
chives pertaining to mother and baby homes, industrial schools and Magdalen laundries�  It will 
become a centre for academic research, allow for access and will be a centre for solemn reflec-
tion and remembrance�  Remote access to digital records will be made available because we are 
conscious that there must be access to these records from all over the country�  That availability 
will be made easy.  We will work further with Deputies on this.

29/03/2022U01000Deputy Peadar Tóibín: The Farrelly commission examined the issues around the Grace 
case�  The way the State treated Grace was utterly shameful and represents, perhaps, one of the 
greatest scandals of modern Ireland�  Is the Taoiseach aware of the Alice report, which deals 
with a case bearing a striking resemblance to the Grace case?  The primary difference is that 
Alice can speak while Grace is non-verbal�  Alice was removed from her home eventually, after 
allegations of sexual abuse�  She was placed in a foster home, where there was further physical 
and sexual abuse�  That abuse was reported repeatedly to social workers and to the Garda but no 
investigation was undertaken for years�  A total of 16 children were then fostered by the same 
family�  It is a harrowing case�

I have the Alice report in my hand only because Alice gave it to me�  I assume the Farrelly 
commission is focused just on the Grace case�  The real question is how many cases like it are 
there?  Will the Taoiseach establish a commission to examine the State’s response to all historic 
allegations of abuse of children in State foster care?  Will he apologise to Alice and meet with 
her?

29/03/2022U01100Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Does the Taoiseach think, as I do, that it is time the State 
issues an apology to all those who are homeless in this country and for whom the State has 
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failed in its duty and obligation to provide the most basic thing, which is affordable, secure 
housing?  The homeless figures are accelerating disastrously once again.  Despite all the talk 
about Housing for All and all the policy measures the Government claims it is taking, the num-
ber of people going into homelessness is increasing�  There now are more than 2,500 children 
who are homeless�  Are they not owed an apology?  They will be marked for life by being in 
homeless accommodation�

Will there be an apology for working people, as I mentioned earlier, who are working in 
our hospitals, local authorities and in Tusla?  I have cited cases in this regard today and on 
other days.  These people cannot, on their earnings, afford the rents that are out there and, in 
many cases, they are denied social housing support and are in emergency accommodation�  I 
met a council worker last week who is sleeping in his car�  He is working for Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council and is sleeping in his car�  This is a disastrous failure by the State to 
meet its most basic obligations�  Does the Taoiseach seriously not think these people deserve 
an apology from the State for its failure to vindicate their right to secure, affordable housing?

29/03/2022U01200Deputy Ivana Bacik: I acknowledge the Taoiseach’s outlining of the action plan for mother 
and baby home survivors.  We on the Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth have been working through a number of issues in this area, including improving the 
information and tracing legislation to deal with many of the concerns and issues of survivors of 
mother and baby homes and those who were adopted�  I welcome the announcement of the new 
national centre on Seán McDermott Street�  I also welcome the Taoiseach’s provision of more 
detail in this regard, including that the National Museum of Ireland and the National Archives 
of Ireland will have a strong role in it, which is very important for survivors�

Will he consider an apology on behalf of the State to another group that has long awaited 
such an apology or acknowledgement?  I refer to the thalidomide survivors of Ireland�  Last 
26 November was the 60th anniversary of the international withdrawal of thalidomide, but this 
State has failed to offer any acknowledgement of the circumstances in which the drug was not 
withdrawn in Ireland at that point and continued to be prescribed after that date, with conse-
quent harm caused to children�  Having met with many members of the Irish Thalidomide As-
sociation, I am conscious of how anxious they are that their parents, many of whom are now 
very elderly, would receive a formal acknowledgement from the State as a matter of urgency�  I 
have sought support from colleagues of all parties and Independent groupings for a cross-party 
motion expressing our co-ordinated and collegiate response as a parliamentary House to the 
concerns of thalidomide survivors�  I have heard from Irish Thalidomide Association members 
on the need to support resumption of mediation between the association and health authorities 
to address their real and ongoing healthcare needs and ensure all outstanding issues can be re-
solved�

29/03/2022U01300The Taoiseach: First, Deputy Tóibín raised the Grace case�  That commission has com-
pleted its work and there have been interim reports�  It is a shocking case and I want to await the 
outcome of the full, compete report�  I have not seen the Alice report�  From what the Deputy 
has just said to the House, it represents a shocking situation�  I will engage with the Deputy 
again on the issues and see what I can do in respect of meeting Alice and so on, if the Deputy 
feels it would be of assistance�

On the broader question, the establishment of a commission to examine the case of every-
body abused in foster care would, in itself, be an enormous undertaking�  One would have to 
give it very serious consideration before embarking on it�  Commissions, as a model, take an 
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extraordinary length of time to reach conclusions, and that remains the case�  In this regard, I 
am referring to a number of commissions of investigation that are under way and that have been 
extended and extended, for different reasons.  By its very nature, the matter in question would 
be a particularly difficult one because it does not pertain to institutions as such.  It would take 
an enormous amount of, dare I say, fieldwork.  One would have to consider the vast number 
of fostering cases down through the years.  That is my initial response to that.  While there are 
issues, that does not mean we should not examine issues�

I believe strongly that we have existing State agencies that should be the first resort in fol-
lowing through on allegations and abuse of the kind in question�  One of the best things we did 
— I was involved in it at the time — was to set up HIQA, for example�  It is an example of a 
body that exists to do the quality control, if you like, in this day and age to protect people right 
now and to improve standards in the areas under its remit�  The establishment of commissions 
has become the first thing we resort to.  It seems to be the fallback position to almost excuse 
existing agencies for not thoroughly doing the work they are legislatively charged to do.  We 
have a range of bodies that should be getting to the bottom of these matters much faster and 
much more efficiently rather than having us raise them in the House, inevitably leading to a 
commission of inquiry that takes years to complete its work.  It becomes even more difficult for 
all involved�

With regard to homelessness, homelessness is not entirely the fault of the State.  It is more 
complex than that but the State has a responsibility to provide housing and give people shelter�  
It does have that obligation, in my view�

29/03/2022V00200Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It is failing�

29/03/2022V00300The Taoiseach: We support a referendum in that regard.  It is important to note that we 
need more supply�  Given the current crisis, not just in respect of housing but also in respect 
of immigration, including the arrival of Ukrainian refugees, which presents a big challenge to 
us all, I am still struck by the fact that, as a society, we take an inordinate amount of time to 
get projects through the planning system�  Many groups feel they have the luxury of opposing 
significant housing projects.

29/03/2022V00400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Nonsense�  Many planning permissions are granted�

29/03/2022V00500The Taoiseach: Is it nonsense?  I do not agree with the Deputy�  I know I annoy people 
when I keep on saying that when we oppose projects with 1,100 units or 500 units-----

29/03/2022V00600Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Fianna Fáil councillors opposed a project in Bray last night�  The 
Taoiseach’s own councillors are opposing social housing�

29/03/2022V00700The Taoiseach: ----along with that, we still say there is a crisis�  I did not mention Deputy 
Ó Broin at all but he interrupted�  I am just saying that, generally, as a society-----

29/03/2022V00800Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: I am just informing the Taoiseach that his councillors opposed so-
cial housing in local authorities last night�

29/03/2022V00900The Taoiseach: The Deputy’s party is a serial objector�  He knows that�  That is just the 
bottom line�

29/03/2022V00950Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: That is absolutely not true�  Look after your own councillors, Tao-
iseach�
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29/03/2022V01000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Through the Chair�

29/03/2022V01100The Taoiseach: The point is that we have a crisis in housing�

29/03/2022V01150Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Because of Government policy�

29/03/2022V01175The Taoiseach: The fallback position of the Deputy’s party is to say everything is Govern-
ment policy� It is more than just a question of the Government�

29/03/2022V01200Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Are you saying the homeless are responsible for homelessness?

29/03/2022V01300The Taoiseach: It is more than just the Government�  The Deputy did not ask a question so 
I respectfully ask him to respect the norms of the House�  I am answering Deputy Boyd Bar-
rett-----

29/03/2022V01400Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: I do not think you are answering the question at all�

29/03/2022V01500The Taoiseach: -----who did raise a question about homelessness�

29/03/2022V01600Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: You are misleading the House again on the issue of housing�  Shame 
on you�

29/03/2022V01700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Taoiseach should be allowed to conclude without inter-
ruption�

29/03/2022V01800The Taoiseach: Family homelessness is down 34%�  I am simply saying there are too many 
objections to too many housing projects�

29/03/2022V01900Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Including by Fianna Fáil councillors in Bray last night�

29/03/2022V02000The Taoiseach: It is about time people got real about the housing crisis�

29/03/2022V02100Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: Sort out your own councillors, Taoiseach�  Shame on you�

29/03/2022V02200The Taoiseach: I make no apology for saying that�  The Deputy has form in this matter�  
I am making a general point because I believe we are in a housing crisis�  Twenty thousand 
houses per year is not good enough.  Covid was an issue last year.  We want to get the number 
up but will not do so if we do not have more supply, get more planning permissions through and 
get the houses built in this country�

29/03/2022V02300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Zero council houses were built last year in Dún Laoghaire�

29/03/2022V02400The Taoiseach: We need to do that.  We are aiming to have 12,000 provided this year.  
Again, we have given the local authorities and approved social housing bodies the resources to 
build social houses�

On family homelessness and Housing First, we are 34% below the peak recorded in July 
2018.  However, we need to do much more.  We want all children housed.  That is my objective.

29/03/2022V02500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It is getting worse again�

29/03/2022V02600The Taoiseach: We are not going to do that, however, if we do not ramp up housing supply.  
We need to prioritise what we want as politicians and as a society.  People want more housing, 
particularly for younger people, who need access to affordable rent and affordable houses.  We 
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are not going to give them that access if we object collectively, and if various parties object at 
council level, to various projects�  It is about prioritisation and realising and accepting the scale 
of the crisis and acting on it�

On thalidomide, which Deputy Bacik raised, I met the thalidomide group recently with its 
legal representative�  There is a legal process involving the Government and the Irish Thalido-
mide Association.  We will continue to reflect on this matter.  Certain presentations were made 
at the meeting.  Over the years, there has been a significant Government response.  There was 
compensation at the time that people felt they were bounced into or pressurised into accepting, 
but I hear what the Deputy is saying and will continue to reflect on the matter.

29/03/2022V02700Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2022: 
Motion

29/03/2022V02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Regulations in draft:

Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (Number 2) Regula-
tions 2022,

a copy of which has been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 23rd March, 2022�

I welcome the opportunity to present these proposed Planning and Development Act (Ex-
empted Development) (No� 2) Regulations 2022 to the Deputies today�  They are aimed at 
amending provisions in the principal Planning and Development Regulations 2001 concerning 
development that is exempt from the requirement to obtain planning permission�

Under the Planning Acts, each House of the Oireachtas is required to approve draft planning 
regulations relating to exempted development by way of positive resolution before they can be 
made by me, as Minister of State�

As the Deputies will be very much aware, the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Section 
181) Regulations, which were enacted in March 2020, currently ensure any temporary facilities 
required to respond to the Covid-19 emergency can be developed, without the need for planning 
consent, for the temporary period of the emergency�  These facilities include hospitals, isolation 
units, step-down facilities, testing centres and vaccination centres�

  The duration of the 2020 planning regulations is linked to Part 3 of the Health (Preserva-
tion and Protection and other Emergency Measures in the Public Interest) Act 2020 and as such 
will expire on 31 March 2022, when this Act ceases to have effect.  When the 2020 planning 
regulations expire, the exemptions provided for will no longer apply, and any developments 
listed in the Schedule will become subject to the normal provisions of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000�  Community testing centres and community vaccination centres have been 
and remain an ongoing cornerstone of the national response to the Covid-19 pandemic�  Ac-
cessibility to these centres for people living around Ireland is an ongoing necessity and ensures 
people can access these fundamentally important services�
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Notwithstanding the expiry of the main Covid-19 emergency response legislation, the De-
partment of Health has confirmed the HSE is required to continue to operate testing and vac-
cination centres in the months beyond the end of March�  The proposed Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No� 2) Regulations 2022 will replace the existing 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (Section 181) Regulations�  The replacement regulations 
are more limited in scope and relate to vaccination and testing centres only�

The draft regulations amend class 20 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the principal planning regu-
lation to allow the HSE to temporarily use specific existing public building as public vaccine 
and infection testing centres without having to apply for change of use planning permission�  
Following consultation with the HSE, the buildings to which this applies comprise schools, 
colleges, universities, training centres, social centres, community centres, non-residential clubs, 
art galleries, museums, libraries, reading rooms, sports clubs, stadiums, gymnasiums, hotels, 
convention centres, conference centres, shops, Defence Forces barracks, light industrial build-
ings, airport operational buildings, wholesale warehouses or repositories, local authority ad-
ministrative offices or any structure normally used for public worship or religious instruction.  
I am advised the HSE aims to ensure people have access to a testing centre within a 45-minute 
drive of their residence, a figure which is currently in excess of 90%.  The inclusion of a broad 
list of buildings in the Schedule will facilitate the continuation of the HSE’s Covid-19 vaccina-
tion and testing programmes without interruption�  It is important the HSE can provide access 
to testing centres in as many locations as possible so that, if needed, people have access to them 
as close as possible to their homes�

I point out that the draft regulations do not propose to provide a blanket exemption�  The 
following specific conditions or limitations will apply to the proposed exemption.  The change 
of use is limited to a period of up to 12 months, and the exemption only applies to a change of 
use for the purposes of preventing and alleviating the risk to public health posed by the spread 
of specific infectious diseases listed in the Infectious Diseases Regulations 1981, for example, 
Covid-19�

It is proposed that the draft regulations will expire two years following commencement�  If a 
further use of buildings as testing or vaccination centres is anticipated after the two-year period, 
the normal planning application procedures for change of use should be followed�  In addition, 
any change of use will be subject to general restrictions on exemptions set out in the planning 
Act or regulations�  For example, the change of use shall not be exempted if an environmental 
impact assessment or an appropriate assessment is required�

I commend these draft regulations to the House�  I look forward to hearing the contributions 
of Deputies.  Given their importance and the benefits arising from them, I very much hope the 
regulations will receive approval from the House�

29/03/2022W00200Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: I thank the Minister of State�  Sinn Féin will be more than happy to 
support these draft regulations�  It is an eminently sensible proposition from the Government�  
By way of a response at the end of the debate, if the Minister of State has time, or, if not, by way 
of correspondence with the Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage, it would 
be useful to clarify whether the purpose of the regulations is to continue to facilitate those facili-
ties currently availing of the exempted development regulations passed previously or if there 
are any plans to have new facilities�  That will not change our mind in terms of supporting the 
regulations, but it would be very useful to know�
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I commend our planning authorities, the HSE, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive and 
approved housing body voluntary homeless service providers for the very speedy way in which 
they took these exempted regulations previously, in particular in terms of ensuring the very vul-
nerable homeless population in our urban hostels were kept incredibly safe during Covid-19�  I 
want to bring one category of exempted development to the attention of the Minister of State 
and I would like to make the case for him and his officials to consider facilitating the perma-
nence of those facilities when these exemptions expire�

One of the particular innovations of the Dublin Region Homeless Executive and the HSE 
were facilities known as medical shielding units for people who were single and homeless and 
generally in congregated settings�  Not only were people moved out of congregated settings 
during Covid-19, they were put into very specific bespoke facilities because they were at an 
even higher risk of contracting Covid and possibly because of other underlying conditions that 
would have had serious consequences�  In these facilities, people were not just congregated 
into their own rooms but additional medical facilities were also provided�  That is why they are 
called shielding units.  What is really interesting is that not only did the units provide greater 
protection from Covid-19 for the people who moved into them, in recent conversations I have 
had with some GPs supporting those individuals, they have noticed a remarkable improvement 
in all aspects of their lives�  Their mental health, addiction management and general sense of 
well-being has improved enormously�  There is a strong case for those facilities, in particular, 
to be made permanent if possible�

I fully support a standard change of use planning application if, for example, an environ-
mental impact assessment or appropriate assessment is required�  That is probably not the case 
for these facilities.  I am raising this issue because it might be something the officials could con-
sider, rather than those facilities having to go through a formal change of use process in a year 
or two�  If they did not require an environmental impact assessment or appropriate assessment 
and instead some other mechanism was still in existence to deal with that, it would be eminently 
sensible�  Sinn Féin is happy to support the proposition in front of us and will continue to work 
constructively with the Minister of State on these or other necessary emergency measures while 
we are still living with Covid-19�

29/03/2022W00300Deputy Ged Nash: On behalf of the Labour Party, I will be happy to continue to support 
these particular exemptions, the reasons for which are very clear�  I agree with Deputy Ó Broin 
that elements of the exemptions in terms of planning regulations and law may need to take on 
a degree of permanence�  I know there is an ongoing discussion within the Department, and 
across society and the country more generally, regarding vacancy rates in town centres and vil-
lages throughout Ireland and how we can bring more vacant commercial properties back into 
use for residential purposes�

Any Government that is serious about revitalising our towns and city centres would look 
in closer detail at the kind of exemptions that might need to be provided to make it easier for a 
change of use to transform vacant commercial properties into residential use�  I looked at some 
figures earlier.  The Minister of State will know commercial vacancy rates hit their highest level 
in nine years and there are many reasons for that�  In total, there were almost 30,000 vacant 
commercial units dispersed across Ireland in quarter four of 2021�  Many of those units could 
provide decent, affordable and appropriate housing for people throughout the country on coun-
cil housing waiting lists or who want to buy properties�

As the saying goes, we often only manage what we measure�  One of the best ways of 
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measuring vibrancy of our urban centres is through the Heritage Council’s collaborative town 
centre health check scheme�  For quite some time, I have asked why the largest town in Ireland 
and my home town, Drogheda, where I live and which I represent, has not been included in 
the collaborative town centre health check scheme to date�  It is the intention of the Heritage 
Council to do that, but I believe funding for the scheme is not available and it needs to be.  We 
have serious issues with dereliction and the provision of housing in my constituency, especially 
in Drogheda and Dundalk�  It has the highest rate of commercial vacancy in County Louth, with 
nearly 20% of properties lying empty�  One of the reasons we could establish that was because 
of the collaborative town centre health check proposition�  That is something we want to do in 
Drogheda, Ireland’s largest town, but we have not managed to do it yet.  We need resources to 
do so�

I am taking this opportunity to speak more generally about planning exemptions, how the 
system can innovate and how we can think a little more laterally about bringing vacant com-
mercial properties back into use for citizens who need them to have a decent roof over their 
heads and to revitalise town centres�  I know the Minister of State gets that and it is something 
on which he will wish to focus�  I ask him to elaborate on that in his response�  

As I stated, the Labour Party is happy to support the continuation of these exemptions�  They 
are in place for obvious reasons and we will continue to support them for as long as they are 
needed�

29/03/2022X00200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): As regards the points raised by Deputy Ó Broin, these regulations can 
be interchangeable in terms of existing properties or new properties the HSE may require within 
the two-year period for discharging its functions in respect of Covid-19.  On the other specific 
issue he raised, relating to permanency, it is absolutely the current intention for this to be tem-
porary and emergency in nature�

As regards the remarks of Deputy Nash, vacancy is a significant issue and I absolutely get 
that.  That is why through our town centres first programme we are aiming to have all the vacant 
homes offices established full-time within the local authority network, in all 31 local authori-
ties, by quarter 2 of this year.  We have increased the funding by 20% to make that a reality.  
Many of the vacant homes officers are sharing tasks with other services right across the local 
authority and that dilutes their sense of purpose in terms of the work they have to do�

Obviously, the Housing Commission is doing a significant body of work relating to the 
Constitution and property rights within the State�  That is a key focus that will be worked on�  
County Louth has an exceptional record in terms of compulsory purchase orders, CPOs, for 
vacant properties and bringing them back into use�  It is one of the leaders in the local authority 
network�  I understand the balance of risk and where the risk lies in terms of a local authority 
issuing a CPO for a property and even putting it onto the derelict sites register which we are try-
ing to reform through this process.  I await what the commission will say.  We are trying to use 
the carrot approach by ensuring we have funding to unlock the potential of these properties�  It 
is to be hoped that Croí Cónaithe will this year provide a mechanism involving a call to provide 
a grant for the owners of these properties to bring them back into residential use�  The Minister, 
Deputy Darragh O’Brien, is working diligently to make that a reality this year because it will be 
very important.  When you have a stick in the background, it is important to try to bring people 
with you.  We are trying to achieve that.
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As regards the specific regulations, I reiterate that specific conditions or limitations will ap-
ply to the proposed exemptions�  These are that the change of use is limited to a period of 12 
months and the exemption only applies to a change of use for the purposes of preventing and 
alleviating the risk to public health risk posed by the spread of specific infectious diseases listed 
in the infectious diseases regulations 1981, including Covid-19�  It is proposed that the draft 
regulations will expire two years following commencement�  If further use of these buildings 
as testing or vaccination centres is anticipated after the two-year period, the normal planning 
application procedures will follow their course�

I thank Deputies Ó Broin and Nash for their co-operation in bringing these regulations to 
the House�

Question put and agreed to�

Cuireadh an Dáil ar fionraí ar 4.34 p.m. agus cuireadh tús leis arís ar 4.42 p.m.

Sitting suspended at 4.34 p.m. and resumed at 4.42 p.m.

29/03/2022Y00100Services for Children with Disabilities: Motion [Private Members]

29/03/2022Y00200Deputy Pauline Tully: I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the High Court judgment of 11th March, 2022, in C�T�M� (A Minor) v Assessment 
Officer and Anor, J.A. (A Minor) v the Health Service Executive 2022 IEHC 131, which 
found that the 2020 Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) adopted by the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) was causing its Assessment Officers to “err in law”, and that the HSE 
do not intend to appeal this case;

— that the HSE is in breach of the rights of children with disabilities, as set out by 
the Oireachtas in the Disability Act 2005, when it does not conduct an Assessment of 
Need (AON) which identifies the nature and extent of a disability and the corresponding 
level of service need;

— that the HSE has not submitted a report as required under Section 13 of the Dis-
ability Act 2005 since 2015, despite being required to do so annually;

— that, when questioned about the deficit in Section 13 reporting, the HSE have 
blamed “the outdated database we are currently using” which “was developed by a small 
software development company, which no longer provides maintenance or technical 
support for the system”, and acknowledged that “the database is 20 years old and has 
not had the necessary upgrades or technical changes in recent years”, but stated that they 
intended to complete the outstanding reports by year end, in response to Parliamentary 
Question No. 762 of 1st March, 2022; and

— that fears have been raised by activists, families, and members of the Oireachtas 
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that a review of the Disability Act 2005, as advised by the HSE, could lead to a dilution 
of the rights of children with disabilities; 

reaffirms its commitment to upholding the rights of people with disabilities; 

agrees with the assessment of the Ombudsman for Children that the review of the current 
AON operating procedure is now redundant, and the current procedure is untenable; 

further notes the passage of the Sinn Féin motion in relation to Assessment of Needs for 
Children with Disabilities on 8th March, 2022, with the assent of the Government, which 
called on the Government to:

— establish Children’s Disability Network Teams (CDNTs) in full;

— report to the Dáil on how it intends to ensure that all children have a proper AON 
and real access to the services which they need;

— publish a costed and timebound implementation strategy for the Disability Ser-
vices Capacity Review and a cross-departmental strategic workforce development plan; 
and 

— transparently publish all waiting lists for these services; and 

calls on the Government to:

— ensure that the rights of children with disabilities are not undermined and, that, if 
the Disability Act 2005 is to be reviewed, the existing rights of people with disabilities 
are not diluted and that children with disabilities have access to the services they need;

— immediately ensure that the Assessment Officers’ System Database which is used 
to manage and report on AON and access to children’s disability services is updated to 
reflect changes in policy, operational practice and user requirements;

— engage in proactive, joined-up workforce planning to develop a cross-departmen-
tal strategic workforce plan for the breadth of health and social care services, streamline 
the recruitment process, and work to entice health and social care professionals who 
have recently left the HSE to return to the public service;

— review the critical skills list in the context of demand for health and social care 
professionals, while remaining cognisant of the State’s international obligations;

— urgently implement the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) allowing individuals and families 
means to challenge the Irish Government on any current or future failures to guarantee 
the rights contained within the UNCRPD;

— provide a job guarantee to health and social care graduates and proactively engage 
with them during their degree to advise on employment options in the public health 
service;

— lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas within three months outlining 
in full the number of Whole-Time Equivalent staffing posts that will be provided to 
children’s disability services for 2022, including the details of the package of supports 
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to provide CDNTs with additional resources to address the backlog of AON and AON 
which were conducted incorrectly, and to provide additional therapeutic supports as in-
dicated by the Minister of State at the Department of Health, Deputy Anne Rabbitte, in 
her address to the Dáil on 8th March; and

— report back to the Dáil before the summer recess on how it intends to fully address 
the matters in this motion and the motion of 8th March, 2022, and lay each outstanding 
Section 13 Report before the Houses of the Oireachtas by the end of the year�

The focus of a recent motion on disability services was to call on the HSE to stop using the 
standard operating procedure, SOP, which involves carrying out preliminary team assessments 
and implying to parents of children with disabilities and additional needs that this was fulfilling 
the statutory right of a child to a full and proper assessment of need.  We indicated that this is 
not the case and that the HSE must stop trying to avoid its obligations under the Disability Act 
2005�

Our call has been further vindicated by the recent High Court ruling in C�T�M� (A Minor) v. 
Assessment Officer and Anor, J.A. (A Minor) v� the Health Service Executive which found that 
the standard operating procedure adopted by the HSE in 2020 was causing assessment officers 
to err in law�  I welcome the fact that the HSE does not intend to appeal this case but urgent 
measures must be taken to ensure that all children with disabilities are getting access to a proper 
and comprehensive assessment of need which would identify the nature and extent of disability 
and the corresponding level of service needed�  Children are entitled to this assessment within a 
period of six months from when they first apply, with an additional month to allow for a service 
statement to be drawn up which will outline the precise services and interventions that they 
would require, going forward, to address their disability or additional need�

There is a serious problem among the 91 children’s disability network teams, CDNTs, be-
cause it seems that none of them is fully staffed and in fact many of them are operating on a 50% 
to 60% staffing level.  Even if the staffing level was at 100% of the level currently resourced, it 
has been relayed to me by numerous staff within the CDNTs, including management, that this 
would still not be sufficient to meet the level of need among children requiring assessment and 
services�  Parents are very aware of this, with one parent responding to a survey from Down 
Syndrome Ireland by saying that there are not enough therapists to deal with the increased num-
bers, that there is already a major shortage, and that their client load will now be completely 
unmanageable�

It is this shortfall in staff and resources that has led to the long delays that parents of children 
with disabilities face, the extent of which is reflected in a recent report from Inclusion Ireland 
which states that many parents have reported that their children have spent a significant time on 
waiting lists for services�  Some 85% reported that they had waited or continue to wait for more 
than a year�  Of these children, 27% were waiting two to four years, 16% were waiting four to 
six years, and 5% for six years or more.  We need to see a fully costed implementation strategy 
and a strategic workforce development plan within a specific timeframe indicating precisely 
how the shortfalls in the disability sector are going to be addressed�  

There are very significant problems within the recruitment procedures for therapists and 
clinicians to the disability network teams�  The recruitment systems to me seem to be archaic 
and take an inordinate amount of time to actively recruit someone to a position.  We need to see 
an end to the national panels and instead look at recruitment on a regional basis within a very 
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short space of time�  Many therapists have left this sector as they would not and could not agree 
to the preliminary team assessments�  Now that the High Court ruling means that this practice 
must cease, perhaps some of those who left could be enticed back to the sector if offered posi-
tions at suitable grades�

The disability sector is receiving bad press due to the preliminary team assessments and 
the long waiting lists that are ever-growing for assessments and therapies.  This was reflected 
recently in a survey conducted by AsIAm which found that 54% of respondents felt very dis-
satisfied with the support services from the HSE for their autistic children, with as many as 65% 
of respondents going on to express dissatisfaction with the broader disability services�  This is 
unfair on the very dedicated staff working within the disability sector where teams are under-
staffed and under-resourced to carry out the tasks that they have been set.  This negative public-
ity has become so bad that people are reluctant to work in this sector�  This must be addressed�  
The blame for this lies entirely with Government policy and with years of neglect of this sector�  
There is a need for a long-term plan to address this to ensure CDNTs are fully staffed and fully 
resourced in the years to come�

I am very concerned about the children who require intervention and therapies now�  Early 
intervention is vital for children to progress in life�  Many who do not receive early intervention 
cannot progress to be the best version of themselves and will require more interventions and 
supports in later life, meaning that they will be less able to lead a fully active and independent 
life�  The Government needs to look at urgent measures to address the immediate requirements 
within the sector to ensure that all children’s needs are met� 

29/03/2022Y00300Deputy David Cullinane: This is the second motion in three weeks that Sinn Féin has 
brought forward on this issue and the reason we have brought it forward today is because of a 
High Court ruling that has taken place since we moved our previous motion.  We warned the 
Government that the HSE and indeed the Government itself were operating outside of the law 
when it came to providing children with disabilities with the comprehensive assessment of need 
that they are entitled to and that they deserve under the Disability Act 2005�  That is what we 
have been saying for some time�  The Government ignored our calls and those of parents and 
forced many parents to take the HSE to court, some hundreds of whom have done so�  In this 
case, two parents took a test case and they won�  Fair play to them because they were standing 
up not just for their children but for all children�

I appreciate that the Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, is nodding his head in agree-
ment.  We are all in agreement in this House that more needs to be done.  We also have to be 
honest, however, and say that it should absolutely fill every single one of us with shame that 
time and again parents have to go to court to get basic assessments done, to get services for their 
children or to get the HSE to operate within the law�

This is not only the case when it comes to assessments of need�  Under the 2005 Act, the 
HSE is legally obliged to furnish the Minister for Health every year with what is called a section 
13 report which outlines the aggregate need of all of the children in terms of therapies, supports 
and services.  Not one of those reports has been submitted since 2015.  When I raised this with 
the head of the HSE and its officials at the Joint Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth, the casual approach by senior management in the HSE was absolutely 
shocking�  I am dumbfounded when it comes to the lack of accountability and transparency in 
the HSE.  When it comes to disability services for children, where the HSE has been found on 
numerous times to be in breach of the law and of its statutory obligations, one would imagine 



Dáil Éireann

150

that the head of the HSE and the head of disability services would come into an Oireachtas 
committee, put their hands up, apologise, admit it was shameful and say that they were going 
to fix the problem.    I hope the Minister and the Government would say the same and start to 
fund children’s disability services properly so children can get the assessments and services 
they need�

The Minister of State at the Department of Health has been telling us for months in the 
House, and I know she is sincere when it comes to this issue, that we are reducing the waiting 
times for assessments and that we have almost cleared the waiting lists.  We were asked to give 
this information to parents.  We took that information to the parents, but they tell us this is not 
the case.  As it turned out, it was not the case.  What we had was a sleight of hand with children 
thrown from one list to another�  More than half of all the children who had a preliminary team’s 
assessment have seen that set aside by a High Court judge as it was operating outside the law�  
Half of the children who had this preliminary teams assessment needed a multidisciplinary 
team assessment and have now gone onto a separate waiting list�  After going through all the 
agony of waiting for an assessment only to find out it was not an assessment but a screening 
and then to be put on a different waiting list, it is heartbreaking for parents.  I have met many 
of them and I cannot tell the Minister of State how angry they are that they do not see action by 
the HSE and the Government�

Can the HSE and the Government please stop breaking the law when it comes to children’s 
disability services?  There is no other area where the HSE is on multiple occasions and in mul-
tiple areas in breach of its statutory and legal obligations.  Why is it tolerated when it comes to 
children’s disability services?  Stop breaking the law and cutting corners�  It must provide the 
disability teams with the staff they need.  We are setting out solutions in the motion, and we did 
so on the last occasion.  We want children to have a comprehensive assessment of need.  That 
means we must recruit staff to build up assessment teams.  Equally, there must be a workforce 
planning strategy that deals with training more therapists and support staff and recruiting more 
and retaining more�  If we do not do that, we will continue to fail children�

I will conclude with a final comment.  I have spoken to many children who have not re-
ceived the services and I have also spoken to young adults�  They feel they have been failed�  
They are young adults and they did not receive early intervention and the supports they needed�  
The developmental opportunities that were there for them have passed them, and they are angry�  
They do not want to see that happen to any more children so, please, stop breaking the law, 
properly resource the services and stop letting down the parents and children with disabilities�  
It is shameful�

29/03/2022Z00200Deputy Pearse Doherty: That it is necessary to bring such a motion before the House tells 
its own story, the story of how this Government and previous Governments have failed to priori-
tise children’s disability services�  The Government and the HSE are required by law, as Deputy 
Cullinane said, and by decency to protect the rights of children with disabilities�  The motion 
calls on the Government to fulfil the law, to uphold the rights of children with disabilities and 
to provide them with the services they need�  Under the Disability Act 2005, an assessment of 
needs must be provided and it must be completed within six months of application�  This month, 
the High Court ruled that the assessment of needs process of the HSE was operating outside the 
law and that it denied children with disabilities their rights�  It is a shameful episode and a vin-
dication for so many children and their families, who have been failed in respect of what they 
were entitled to�  They deserve much more from the Government and the HSE�
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The court found that the current operating procedure being carried out by the HSE, which 
was introduced by the Government in 2020, effectively allowed it to breach its obligations.  The 
HSE has repeatedly breached parts of the Act passed by these Houses�  It consistently failed to 
submit reports to the Minister�  The Government and the HSE must live up to their obligations 
under the Disability Act 2005�  They have to live up to the law of this State when it comes to 
children with disabilities.  Waiting lists for children’s disability services and interventions are 
out of control�  They are failing children and families�  In Donegal, there are currently seven va-
cancies and more than 1,000 children awaiting assessment for occupational therapy, speech and 
language therapy and psychological services�  Some 580 of these children are awaiting primary 
care speech and language therapy and have been on a waiting list for more than eight months�  
Many of them are waiting for more than a year�

This motion calls on the Government to act and to develop and implement a strategy where-
by staff can be recruited and retained to deliver services.  It commits to a review of the Disabil-
ity Act to ensure it is not undermining the rights of children with disabilities or scaling back on 
provision�  Crucially, it says the Minister has to start complying with the law, and the HSE has 
to do the same�

29/03/2022Z00300Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: The recent High Court ruling of 11 March is a damning indict-
ment of the HSE assessment of needs process�  This process has denied children with disability 
the right to a proper assessment of needs�  Standard operating procedure is leading assessment 
officers to err in law, often leading to catastrophic consequences for children.  It is absolutely 
astounding that this process could continue for so long in this manner.  It is an additional affront 
to the parents of children with disabilities that the annual report required by the Disability Act 
has not been submitted by the HSE since 2015�  No report in six years and no action being taken 
in this regard is absolutely scandalous�

The High Court decision must be heeded and the Minister of State with responsibility for 
disabilities must act urgently to address the shortcomings in the assessment of needs process for 
children with disabilities�  My colleagues brought forward a motion on this matter on 8 March 
last and, quite correctly, the Government did not oppose it�  Now, it must implement the calls 
made in that motion so this denial of rights can be rectified.  Nothing short of this will do.  The 
rights of children with disabilities cannot be denied any longer�  As I said previously on this 
matter, parents should not have to contact their local Deputy in an effort to have their child seen 
by an assessment officer.  Unfortunately, in many cases this is what they have to do.  The Minis-
ter must act swiftly�  One of the most important elements is to ensure the current assessment of 
needs process is binned as it is not fit for purpose.  The IT system and data bases blamed by the 
HSE must be upgraded immediately to accurately maintain and report on the data, as required 
under the Disability Act, since 2015�

We must see action from the Government now.  We must ensure that children are not waiting 
and that this court decision is heeded�  The Department must act on that as a matter of urgency�  
Children cannot wait much longer for that�

29/03/2022Z00400Deputy Mark Ward: Representatives of the HSE, including Mr� Paul Reid, appeared be-
fore the children’s committee last week�  Under questioning from Sinn Féin, the HSE admitted 
that it was in breach of the law when it comes to providing children with disability an assess-
ment of needs.  This should come as no surprise to the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte.  I first 
raised this issue with the Minister of State when the comprehensive assessment of needs was 
changed to a 90-minute desktop assessment�  At the time, she assured the committee that this 
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change would lead to children getting a better service and receiving the life-changing interven-
tions in a timely manner.  This did not happen.  Waiting lists for occupational therapy, speech 
and language therapy, psychology and physiotherapy are growing every day�

Does the Minister of State accept that the change that led to that breach in the law happened 
under the watch of the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte?  Does the Minister of State accept 
that this change only happened under the current Government’s watch, not that of the previ-
ous Government?  Who is going to be held accountable?  Will it be the Minister of State, the 
HSE, both or nobody?  We have seen the circling of the wagons by the HSE after the scandal 
in south Kerry child and adolescent mental health services, CAMHS, in which children were 
over-medicated to the extent that they lost their personalities�  Nobody in a senior position in 
the HSE, or in the Government, has been held to account for that so far�

The breach of the law this time has failed children with disabilities, to the extent that they 
may not reach their full potential�  They may not reach their developmental milestones�  Is there 
anything more heartbreaking than a child not being given every chance possible just to grow 
as a person, physically, mentally and emotionally?  Who is going to answer for these failings 
under this Government’s watch?  I agree with the Ombudsman for Children, who has said that 
the HSE is deploying the old-fashioned, three-card trick by moving children from list to list 
without getting the service they need at the end�  Moving children through the alphabet soup 
of HSE disability lists, such as standard operating procedure, SOP, assessment of need, AON, 
children’s disability network teams, CDNTs, individual family support plans, IFSPs, early in-
tervention teams, EITs, occupational therapists, OTs, and speech and language therapists, SLTs, 
is simply not good enough�

Parents demand a service that provides children with disability with the care they need, 
when they need it and where they need it�  Apologies at this stage will not cut it�  Children and 
parents deserve the services they need, and children deserve the interventions they need in a 
prompt manner�

5 o’clock

29/03/2022AA00100Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire: It has been said by my colleague, Deputy Cullinane, 
that what is happening to children throughout the State is shameful�  I commend Deputy Tully 
on tabling the motion.  We are returning to this issue because in the intervening period since we 
last raised it the Government has been found to be in breach of the law�  It is in breach of the 
Disability Act�

We need to think of this issue more than in terms of systems, teams and clinicians.  There 
have been far too many in the HSE and perhaps the Government who have thought of it only in 
these terms.  They have not tried to stand in the shoes of the parents and the children affected by 
this�  I get phone calls, as I am sure the Minister of State does, from parents who are encounter-
ing this new system but have no idea how to navigate it�  Children are being discharged from the 
system without parents being informed�  They are being moved from area to area and from list 
to list.  Parents do not know how to navigate this.  They find that they cannot get an assessment 
of need�  They get appointments for another waiting list�  Even after all of this, the time that 
people are waiting for therapies is absolutely scandalous�  This is about children not being able 
to reach their full potential�  This has implications for us all�  It has implications for society as 
a whole�  It has particular implications for those children and their ability to thrive in education 
and in life and to enjoy school and society so they have the best impact possible�
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Last Friday, I visited a school in County Waterford.  An example was given to me of some-
one who received an occupational therapy appointment three and a half to four years following 
the previous appointment�  The person was asked whether they wanted the appointment�  This is 
the level of service some children are getting�  There are years between therapies�  During that 
time there could be regression or all sorts of issues�

The teams are completely understaffed and they were completely unprepared for the change 
in policy.  In one instance a parent was told by a member of staff in the HSE to get onto the lo-
cal Deputies to raise it because the team was completely swamped�  This is the reality�  There 
are excellent clinicians working on the ground but they are completely demoralised by being on 
teams that are totally under-resourced�  They see children being let down and they know they do 
not spend the time that they should with these children�  It has been stated clearly in black and 
white that the Government is in breach of the law.  This needs to end.  We need proper AONs 
and we need the therapies these children deserve to ensure they reach their full potential�

29/03/2022AA00200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I thank the Deputies for tabling the motion�  I welcome the opportu-
nity to restate the Government’s commitment to children with disabilities and their families�  It 
was just three weeks ago that children’s disabilities services were also the subject of a Private 
Members’ motion�  On that occasion, my colleagues, the Ministers of State, Deputies Rabbitte 
and Butler, articulated the challenges, merits and, indeed, faults in the provision of disability 
services for children in Ireland today�  I can say without fear of contradiction that everyone in 
the House strives to improve access and reduce waiting times for children who require therapy 
supports�  The AON process can be a part of the journey families take in obtaining these sup-
ports�  Recent events have caused the approach taken to date to be reconsidered�  For this rea-
son, the Government is not opposing the motion�

Later on in his contribution, the Minister, Deputy Donnelly, after listening to the contribu-
tions of all the Deputies in the House, will address the substantive issues surrounding the recent 
High Court judgment concerning the SOP for children as regards the assessment of need, the 
provision of section 13 reports by the HSE to the Department of Health and his vision of the 
roadmap ahead for children’s disability services�

We all want the best for our children.  We want the best education to give them the best start 
in life and the best health services to be available for children when they need them�   For those 
parents of children with complex needs, we want the best disability services to support each 
child to achieve their full potential in life�  It is incumbent on the Government to constantly 
endeavour to improve services for children with developmental disabilities and their families�  
We must seek to develop the most appropriate models of therapeutic responses and supports 
so that children with complex needs have an environment whereby they can thrive and achieve 
their potential�

It would be wrong to ignore the fact that there have been difficulties in certain parts of the 
country in the implementation of the progressing disability services programme by the HSE�  
These issues have resulted in delays for some families in accessing much-needed assessment 
and intervention services for their children�  The Government is fully committed to ensuring 
timely access to high-quality health and social care services for all children and young people 
who require them.  We must work together to find suitable means to overcome the constraints 
affecting service delivery.  I know the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, is addressing this with 
the urgency that is required�
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One of the criticisms of the family-centred practice model is that parents are now being 
asked to take on the role of therapist for their children�  It is important this issue be addressed 
as there has undoubtedly been a great deal of confusion around it�  I understand there is exist-
ing and growing evidence that more traditional models of service may provide limited skills 
retention and transfer into the child’s everyday life�  Supporting and empowering families and 
others to work with the child in their natural everyday environment is, however, considered to 
be more effective.  The child or young person is no longer solely reliant on one-to-one input 
from specialists; rather, those who surround him or her day to day are empowered to maximise 
opportunities for growth and development in their everyday environments�  The current clinical 
thinking on this issue is that it provides an holistic approach to the provision of therapy sup-
ports�  However, as stated publicly by the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, the HSE’s mes-
saging around this has not been clear and it has been perceived as shifting more responsibility 
onto parents.  While all families are willing to do their very best for their children, parents or 
guardians are not therapists�  The family-centred approach must be underpinned, supported and 
facilitated by specialist therapy personnel�  Nobody is trying to remove clinical supports from 
children.  We need to bolster them, not reduce them.

 The family-centred model is a complementary approach to providing therapeutic supports, 
rather than an alternative approach which has been suggested�  As children journey through 
childhood, different approaches and models of intervention may be recommended at differ-
ent times to meet the individual child’s emerging needs�  It is vital that there is buy-in to this 
approach�  This is why it was important that the HSE facilitated two national conferences in 
advance of the reconfiguration of the network teams.  These were themed on partnership and 
family-centred practice respectively.  They were for staff and, more importantly, for families.  
These conferences highlighted the move from the previous uni-disciplinary service provision to 
an authentic child and family-centred model of service�  I note that the two events were attended 
by 750 and 1,500 participants, respectively�  This is a collaborative approach to address the 
needs of children with complex needs and will require commitment and co-operation between 
families, educational institutions, healthcare providers and professionals and other stakehold-
ers�  This is all with one single unity of purpose and objective to ensure each child with a dis-
ability receives the best and optimum level of therapeutic supports required to meet his or her 
needs� 

While accepting that significant levels of health and social care services in the community 
were curtailed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, I understand the HSE has confirmed that the res-
toration and continuity of services has been progressed in a safe way in line with the significant 
investment made by the State and funded agencies�  The HSE continues to work with service 
users and their families and carers to ensure that we achieve this aim�

We need a collective approach along with renewed ideas as to how services can be consoli-
dated effectively and enhanced.  Not one of us here this evening wants to see a child waiting 
any longer than necessary to access therapy supports�  I assure all that the Government and, in 
particular, my colleague, the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, will remain focused on provid-
ing the best possible services we can to ensure those with disabilities and their families receive 
assistance�

29/03/2022AA00300Deputy Denise Mitchell: I commend my colleague, Deputy Tully, on tabling the motion 
and I welcome the opportunity to speak to it.  Similar to all Deputies, my office has received 
countless contacts from parents of children with disabilities who have experienced serious is-
sues in accessing the services they deserve�  The lack of resources for services for these children 
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amounts to neglect�  The State has an obligation to these children�  They are entitled to care 
under the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, UNCRPD, and domestic 
law�  Children who need these services but cannot access them are being left behind�  As do all 
parents, parents of children with disabilities want the best for their children�  They want to give 
them the best opportunity in life but parents are having to fight tooth and nail to get the access 
to services their children need�  Parents have gone through the courts to get such access, as seen 
in the recent High Court ruling that found that the Government was in breach of the Disability 
Act�  It is appalling that these children are left to wait so long for intervention�  It is completely 
unfair and it is an injustice�  

Early intervention is key�  These kids cannot wait any longer for access to services and they 
should not have to.  We need targeted investment in this area and we need to work to retain the 
staff who work in it.  It is on the Minister of State to act in the interests of these children and 
their families�  That is Deputy Rabbitte’s job and it is time she got on with it�

29/03/2022BB00200Deputy Réada Cronin: I am really pleased to contribute on this Private Members’ busi-
ness this evening and I commend my comrade, Deputy Tully, on sticking with this important 
issue.  I am speaking on behalf of my exhausted constituents across Kildare North who fight 
day in, day out for the services their children with disabilities need�  They are hanging on by the 
proverbial thread like Aisling is for her son, Jack, and like Lourdes is for her son, Conor�  These 
are mothers who have become advocates�  The services they seek are the right of their children 
as citizens of this State but they are still only granted as if they were favours or wishes come 
true�  This idea of services coming as favours is evident in the number of people who have con-
tacted me about difficulties they have had with the services they are getting.  I will not mention 
their names in this, their Dáil, tonight lest they be deemed troublemakers and their complaints 
held against them�  If only the State was as diligent in its provision of services and assessments 
of need as it is in keeping lists of the number of times troublesome or annoying parents made 
contact, we would at least be going in the right direction�  I know this because it happened to a 
constituent of mine in Kildare North.  HSE staff could give her a blow-by-blow account of the 
number of times she had to make contact with them as if she had been doing it just for the fun 
of it rather than out of sheer desperation�

We are here because the High Court deemed the State to be breaking the law by acting out-
side the Disability Act with regard to AONs and rights guaranteed in law�  Instead of acting on 
the High Court’s findings the other week and thereby abiding by the law, it emerged in a com-
mittee meeting that a HSE official had suggested that the State amend the law so it could not be 
sued by young children who were losing function and movement in their young bodies while 
the HSE ducked and dived from its duties, which is absolutely outrageous�  Let us make some-
thing very clear: children with disabilities are every bit as equal to children without disabilities 
and they are just as much citizens of this State�  They do not exist so that people without dis-
abilities can feel better about themselves or feel that they are being good Samaritans in granting 
favours to them.  They are citizens in their own right.  We call on the Minister to implement the 
optional protocol and to guarantee that any review of the Disability Act will not be manipulated 
to undermine the current rights of people with disabilities.  We need that.

29/03/2022BB00300Deputy Chris Andrews: I also commend my colleague, Deputy Tully, on the work she has 
done on this particular issue, which is unbelievably important to many families across the coun-
try.  The fear people feel when they find out their child is neurodiverse is heartbreaking because 
they know so many people in their situation who have been failed and they know that the same 
is in store for them�  I know the Minister of State gets that but it seems the Government has no 
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handle on how to get services up to an acceptable standard�  It knows the questions but it is not 
delivering the answers that parents of children with disabilities need.  When I hear Ministers 
speak in the Dáil or in the media, if feels like they have no power to change the way that busi-
ness is done�  They sound more like interested commentators than actual Ministers�

The number of autism spectrum disorder, ASD, classes in Dublin 6 is a very significant is-
sue�  The process under section 37A of the Education Act 1998 has delivered no extra places�  
Advocacy groups such as Involve Autism have highlighted the failure of this process in deliv-
ering ASD classes in Dublin 6 and Dublin 6W.  More than €70,000 is spent every day bussing 
autistic children out of their communities to go to schools a long distance from their homes�  In 
the morning, one child in a family will turn right while another will get onto a bus and have to 
leave their home�  It is absolutely bonkers�  A child in Pearse Street has to get on a bus or in a 
taxi and travel to Clontarf, on the other side of the city, to get to school�  How does that make 
any sense?  

This is ultimately the Minister’s responsibility�  The Department does not have the informa-
tion it needs to plan for school places�  The process of diagnosis starts with the Minister�  The 
diagnosis of children is very important because, without such a diagnosis, children regress and 
cannot access the services they need to reach their full potential�  If we are going to meet the 
demand for school places, we need children to be assessed as early as possible�  The Minister 
needs to ensure that the HSE fulfils its obligations under the Disability Act.  Families feel aban-
doned and Government is ultimately responsible�

29/03/2022BB00400Deputy Imelda Munster: I commend an Teachta Tully on her hard work on this issue and 
on tabling this motion.  We tabled this motion to demand that the Government and the HSE pro-
tect the rights of children with disabilities and to ensure they can access the services they need�  
The situation at the moment is dire�  Children are not getting an appropriate AON procedure 
and they are not accessing the services they need.  Waiting lists for therapies and interventions 
are out of control and children’s disability services are seriously understaffed.  Frankly, it is 
disgusting for a Government and public health service to treat some of the youngest and most 
vulnerable members of society like this.  We have heard excuse after excuse from the HSE and 
nothing ever changes�  The Government sits on its hands and has allowed the HSE to become 
a law unto itself�

We all know how important early intervention is but the Government and the HSE are con-
tent to leave thousands of children and their families to languish without any support or help�  
Parents are at their wits’ end�  As it stands, both the Minister and the HSE are breaking the law�  
We know this from the recent High Court ruling that found that the current assessment of need 
procedure is not in line with the Disability Act�  Most of us already knew this�  Parents and those 
who work in disability services knew�  The Minister for Health has to have known this all along 
and yet did absolutely nothing about it�  The Minister of State has said that the Government 
is accepting our motion�  He also said that it accepted our motion on this issue on 8 March�  
What we are calling for is action.  I see a pattern here of the Government accepting motions we 
table because it does not have the balls to oppose them�  Just look at this Chamber today�  Let 
any parent who has a child who suffers with a disability look around this Chamber.  Not one 
bloody member of the Government could be bothered to come in to listen to the debate and to 
what those parents and their children are enduring at their hands�  They ought to be ashamed of 
themselves.  We are looking for action and, by God, they better deliver it.

29/03/2022BB00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I understand the Deputy’s passion but perhaps she would 
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withdraw the unparliamentary language�

29/03/2022BB00600Deputy Imelda Munster: It is hard sometimes�

29/03/2022BB00700An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I understand�  I thank the Deputy for withdrawing it�

29/03/2022BB00800Deputy Sean Sherlock: I welcome the motion, which we will absolutely support�  I note 
that the Government is not going to oppose it�  If I may, I will quote directly from my copy of 
the Minister of State’s speech.  When talking about making the services more effective and the 
CDNTs, he referred to what the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, has said, which is that:

���the HSE’s messaging around this has not been clear and it has been perceived as shift-
ing more responsibility on to parents.  While all families are willing to do their very best for 
their children, parents or guardians are not therapists�  The family-centred approach must 
be underpinned, supported and facilitated by specialist therapy personnel�  Nobody is try-
ing to remove clinical supports from children.  We need to bolster them, not reduce them.  
The family-centred model is a complementary approach to providing therapeutic supports, 
rather than an alternative approach, which has been suggested in some quarters�

I am glad that the Minister has at least clarified that, but it leaves a question over the consti-
tution of the children’s disability network teams�  I note the presence of the senior Minister and 
I am glad to have the opportunity to address him directly.  Where the teams have been created, 
there is acknowledgement that this is not a perfect model�  Some work is ongoing internally on 
how those teams will be rolled out�

I can understand a proposal to bring families into the therapeutic process�  However, the 
evidence shows that there is still a massive waiting list not only for assessment of needs but 
also for psychological services.  I am not talking about CAMHS; I make a distinction between 
access to child and adult mental health services�  There are 9,554 children waiting for psycho-
logical services at the moment; 14,619 waiting for occupational therapy; 8,666 waiting for 
physiotherapy; 33,106 waiting for some form of speech and language intervention or assess-
ment; 5,590 waiting for access to dietetics sister; 16,838 waiting for ophthalmology services; 
and 8,457 waiting for audiology services�

I do not want to become excessively rhetorical about this because we are talking about chil-
dren here�  I am trying to understand how the CDNTs will evolve�  The challenges therein have 
been well articulated�  Parents and public representatives have pushed back on the HSE on that 
issue�  The Government or the HSE did not buttress those teams with the resources to allow for 
the follow-on services such as I have mentioned�  It is not just about the AON�  The assessment 
is a vital element to get the child in the door but they then need the follow-on services�  I have 
been around these Houses for a reasonably long period�  I am confused over how the supply of 
professionals who will deliver these services will match the demand�  I still cannot see how the 
Government will do that.  We have not seen an articulation of that yet through what are sup-
posed to be the children disability network teams�

I take the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, in good faith, as we all do.  We all welcomed 
when she pushed back on the HSE in the recent past in respect of the CDNTs�  However, once 
a child gets through the AON, how do the follow-up services such as psychology, occupational 
therapy, physiotherapy and all have the other services wrap themselves around the same child 
with that need?  That is the missing piece of the jigsaw�
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I could give the Minister chapter and verse about the HSE’s apparent lack of internalisa-
tion as an institution culturally of its need to be transparent about how it spends resources�  The 
HSE does not seem to have internalised that obligation it has.  We saw evidence of that at the 
Committee of Public Accounts in recent weeks where the Comptroller and Auditor General 
highlighted the lack of transparency - my words - in respect of how budget lines are spent right 
down to provision of the services we are discussing�  I do not want to make political hay out of 
this issue�  All I want is for the children in my constituency who require the services to be able 
to get the services, as we all want in all our constituencies�  Somebody needs to come up with 
a plan to bridge that gap without trotting out the same lines, day in day out about recruitment 
issues�

For people living in the Leas-Cheann Comhairle’s region, CHO 2 covering Galway, Mayo 
and Roscommon, only two children are waiting more than two months or three months�  How-
ever, in my area, CHO 4, covering County Kerry, Cork north, Cork north Lee, Cork south Lee 
and Cork west, it is 500 children�  I am sure the Minister is aware of this�  In some places, the 
system can be made to work to deploy the resources across geographical locations and county 
boundaries if needs be or across the CHO areas so that they follow the child where there is spare 
capacity in one part of the system.  That is what the Sinn Féin motion calls for; that is what 
we have all been calling for, including Fianna Fáil Deputies�  If that can be made to work, that 
would be a good day’s work�

I do not doubt the bona fides of the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, in seeking to push 
the HSE along�  Having been in government, I know what it is like to sit at that side of the table 
and I know what it is like to be held accountable for my actions�  The same applies to us all if 
we are line Ministers�  Sinn Féin Members will also be accountable when they are in govern-
ment.  I look forward to that time.  We all are accountable ultimately as the makers of policy.  
We cannot keep hiving it off to the HSE.  At some point there must be political accountability 
for these decisions as they affect our fellow citizens and children.

I ask the Minister for Health to redouble his efforts to bridge the gap so that we as a nation 
do not have 16,838 children waiting for follow on ophthalmology services and 14,619 waiting 
for occupational therapy.  All of these figures come from the HSE’s replies to parliamentary 
questions�  In fairness to the HSE, it is extremely good at answering parliamentary questions�  It 
will provide chapter and verse, line by line of all the details�  The additional layer that I would 
see being put on top of that and I think we will all start asking these questions fairly quickly 
is: where is the expenditure to match the needs?  Ultimately, that is what this motion is about�

I support the motion and I am glad it has been brought before us�  Collectively, we have all 
been talking about this issue�  I would like to take the heat out of it and let in some light if we 
can�  I know the Minister will want to achieve much along with his ministerial colleagues to ad-
dress these issues because the law now demands it�  There is a corpus of law and the High Court 
has adjudicated on it.  I am glad to see the shift in respect of what was an extremely flawed 
model relating to the CDNTs�  How will the Minister underpin and buttress those teams across 
the country so that we can have that kind of complementarity between families and therapists 
to deliver for the child?

29/03/2022CC00200Deputy Holly Cairns: I welcome this motion and thank Deputy Tully and Sinn Féin for 
giving us the time to discuss this vital matter�  It has been three weeks since the most recent 
motion on disability services for children and young people�  Since then, things have got worse, 
not better�  The High Court judgment has found that the 90-minute assessments are unlawful 
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under the Disability Act 2005, affecting more than 10,000 children and their families.  It was 
revealed that none of the 91 CDNTs were fully staffed.  It has also come to light that the HSE 
is using an outdated database to track needs identified in assessment reports.  These revelations 
are piled on top of the already substantial failures to properly assess and treat children with dis-
abilities in Ireland�

Services are a geographical lottery�  Children are waiting months for therapy appointments�  
Countless families are forced to pay privately for services and communities need to fundraise 
for supports the State should be providing�  Among all of this, two overarching issues need to 
be addressed immediately: the waiting lists for assessments and therapies, and the geographical 
variation in services�

The NGOs working in this area provide incredible support to families but they have also 
assembled research into the experiences of progressing disability services which further es-
tablishes the current failures of the system�  Down Syndrome Ireland’s recent survey of 433 
members, nearly one third of its members with a child aged zero to 18, found that 44% had 
received no therapy of any kind in the last year�  Some 44% of children with Down’s syndrome 
received no therapy, and this is just the national average�  There are regional variations, with the 
Cork-Kerry area, CHO 4, being the worst�  Some 64%, almost two thirds of children in this sur-
vey, did not receive any therapy - no speech and language therapy, no occupational therapy, no 
physiotherapy – and those figures are even higher for each therapy.  A survey from AsIAm last 
year, with 454 responses, found that 42% of families have had to wait more than two years to 
receive an autism diagnosis for their child, while 79% said they were not in receipt of any sup-
port from either the early intervention or school age teams�  Inclusion Ireland’s recent survey on 
progressing disability services found that 85% of over 1,000 families have waited or continue 
to wait for more than a year for a service�  Each one of these statistics is a child or young person 
who is entitled to therapies and supports�  Each one is a family that is distressed and frustrated�

In response to a question of mine last week in the children committee, the HSE revealed 
that not one of the 91 children’s disability network teams was fully staffed.  As I pointed out 
then, a partial team is not a team.  The latest figures I have for the Cork south-west community 
disability network teams, CDNTs, from December, show that the Kinsale-Bandon-Carrigaline 
team is short a physio, two occupational therapists, 0�5 of a speech and language therapist and 
two psychologists�  In fairness to the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, she has secured fund-
ing for additional staff but the HSE is now citing recruitment issues.  The CEO described how 
recruiting health and social care professionals is a real challenge�  He outlined a plan to recruit 
190 staff this year but, at the same time, only one specific CDNT speech and language therapy 
post was advertised on the HSE website�

Working conditions and strains mean the recruitment and retention of staff is difficult.  The 
treatment of student healthcare staff is very poor, and student nurses, midwives, occupational 
therapists, speech and language therapists and others receive very little or no pay�  There needs 
to be a larger review of how the HSE attracts and values clinical staff.  However, there is a very 
real chance that teams staffed at the planned levels will not address the significant challenges.  
Even when the HSE was carrying out the much shorter 90-minute assessment, there were sub-
stantial waiting lists�  The HSE will now have to return to the proper assessment of need clinical 
process, which takes up to 29 hours on average�  This will obviously require more resources and 
staff time so will the HSE be recruiting more clinical practitioners?

The HSE basically told the children committee that this will result in substantial impacts on 
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the provision of therapies�  It contends that meeting its legal obligations on assessment, which 
it has failed to do for more than two years, will take away from therapeutic services�  This is a 
truly terrifying prospect for families�  According to the HSE position last week, things are going 
to get much worse for children and young people with disabilities�  The Minister might clarify 
in his closing response whether the current planned staffing levels will have to be adjusted to 
cater for the provision of full assessment of needs�

Communication is another major issue for families�  Rare and infrequent contact from the 
HSE only adds to the worry of parents�  Down Syndrome Ireland’s survey found that 40% of 
respondents had no communication from the HSE in the past 12 months�  The letters which 
do arrive are described as system focused rather than child and family focused�  Families need 
clear information on when their child will receive services and supports�  Inclusion Ireland has 
recommended that an external agency or parent steering group could “parent proof” letters and 
communication to families to avoid further distress and confusion�  Often, it is online groups 
and informal networks which offer the best advice and guidance for families, not the HSE.

This situation also highlights the need for family forums�  Despite the aspiration towards 
making disability services more family-centred, it is not the case�  Family forums are supposed 
to be a part of progressing disability services but these forums are not functioning�  The Cork 
parents’ advocacy network contacted me after repeated failed attempts to meet with the head of 
disability services for counties Cork and Kerry�  Many family forums in CHO 4 have yet to even 
be established�  Can the Minister provide clarity on when all of these forums will be established 
and the plans to support their effective running as meaningful measures?  

Parents are distressed and angry; they are tired and despondent.  Every service, every ap-
pointment, every piece of equipment is a struggle�  As well as the 100 other things a parent has 
to worry about, they lie awake at night anxious about the therapies and supports their child is 
not getting and the impact it will have.  Parents save and sacrifice to get private appointments 
because they know that public service is inadequate�  They are exhausted�  One parent in the 
Down Syndrome Ireland survey summed up the situation for so many families: “The whole pro-
cess around PDS has been extremely stressful and the fears I highlighted have become a reality 
and my child is left without supports at an age when there is so much potential to support her if 
right supports are given�”

Part of the problem is the fractured nature of services�  Therapies are with this Department, 
transport with another and school supports with another.  Each one has a different form, a dif-
ferent phone number, a different policy.  Parents are overwhelmed with the number of offices 
and bodies with whom they have to interact�  Today’s motion rightly calls for a joined-up cross-
departmental strategic workforce plan across health and social care services�  Families, parents 
and grandparents should all know they will be supported�  They should know that the State and 
HSE have their backs.  Instead, they have to fight ten different offices for basic services.  The 
changes required here are massive and radical.  They need substantially more staff and a new 
way of supporting children and families�  However, these improvements will be hard won�  The 
90-minute assessment of need was opposed by clinicians before it was introduced�  Families 
and advocates quickly highlighted its shortcomings�  A Dáil motion condemned the practice but 
it took a High Court case for the HSE to implement correct procedures�

Another worrying indicator is the absence of the Minister for Health in these debates�  I am 
glad he is here to contribute to this one as it is a very pressing issue that affects many families.  
Especially after a major High Court ruling showing how the HSE failed more than 10,000 
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children, it is good to see him here�  I am not sure what his priorities are in his brief but, so far, 
disability does not seem to be among them�  That in no way detracts from the leadership and 
dedication the Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, has shown in this area�  However, it is clear 
from the challenges facing the health service in this area that the senior Minister needs to be 
more involved and present�

Progressing disability services was supposed to replace the previous system where access-
ing services often depended on where people lived and how rich they were�  The HSE has un-
fortunately replicated this system.  It is still a geographical lottery and families that can afford 
it turn to private providers, while those that cannot have to wait, potentially for years�  Children 
and young people are entitled to the services they need�  That is not only our commitment under 
international law; it should be our moral code as a society.  Families and communities are doing 
all they can�  It is time the HSE and the State did their part as well�

29/03/2022DD00200Deputy Gino Kenny: I wish to share time with Deputy Paul Murphy�

29/03/2022DD00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed?  Agreed�

29/03/2022DD00400Deputy Gino Kenny: I commend Sinn Féin on this very important motion.  We have de-
bated for a considerable amount of time over the period I have been in this House the issue of 
disability services for children�  From my point of view and that of my colleagues, we have 
always tried to be constructive rather than destructive and tried not to make politics of it�  It is 
sometimes difficult not to make politics of issues but, on this issue, we try to be as constructive 
as possible�

This issue goes back a considerable amount of time�  As with many other issues, there are 
legacy issues in regard to how we treat children and how we treat public health in this country�  
What we are talking about is children being denied very basic services and very basic civil 
rights, in my opinion and, I believe, in everybody else’s opinion�  Once those services are de-
nied, a child’s development can be greatly affected in regard to life expectancy and so forth.

What we had in the past 17 years was a quite incredible situation where the Government 
was breaching its own laws around the Disability Act�  It got more absurd when families trying 
to access these services had to go to the High Court�  Two hundred families went through that 
process to access basic services�  That situation got even more absurd when a High Court judge 
a couple of weeks ago said the standard operating procedure was not compatible with the Dis-
ability Act and the Government is basically breaking its own law�  Families have to go before 
the judge in the High Court to say they are not getting the services they need�  It is a ludicrous 
situation.  Will the Minister review the Disability Act 2005?  It was passed 17 years ago and 
was, in its essence, a good Act�  It gave a timeframe of six months within which families could 
get an assessment of needs.  We would all say that if people could get those services, we would 
be doing well.  The reality is so different.

As I have said many times, when somebody comes into my office and the first thing they say 
is about assessment of needs, my head drops to the ground because I know how useless I am in 
that situation�  That family is going through this mechanism and has to wait years�  If families 
are coming to Deputies, then the system is completely flawed.  They should never be coming 
near Deputies�  They should be coming through the HSE early intervention team and using the 
procedures in place to get those services�  Families and children are denied and left to their own 
devices�  They sometimes have to go private, which is expensive�  Even if they go private now, 
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there are huge waiting lists�  The situation is as grave as it can get, and is coupled with the situ-
ation in relation to the Disability Act�  In real life, families have to wait up to three and a half 
or four years for basic services, such as speech and language therapy or occupational therapy�  
You would want to have a heart of stone when somebody says their child who is four will be 
seven and a half before they get the services�  This is a wealthy country�  It is not poor by any 
means and should have the provision to treat children in a civil way.  Will the Minister review 
the Disability Act because, by my reckoning, it is not fit for purpose?

29/03/2022EE00200Deputy Paul Murphy: I thank Sinn Féin for using its time on this issue again�  It is ironic�  
In the past couple of months every time the Opposition demands a debate on something, the 
Taoiseach, in particular, likes to say the Opposition has all this Private Members’ time to use 
and if Opposition Members want a debate on Yemen or the national maternity hospital, they 
should use that time�  If the Government and the State agencies at the HSE did not break their 
own law and force Sinn Féin and the Opposition to use Private Members’ time to raise the same 
issues repeatedly to pursue the basics for children with special needs to get what they deserve 
and need instead of being messed around, and if the brains of the HSE were put to resolving 
problems people have and providing assistance people need rather than fiddling around with 
the figures to try to cover up what was going on, then the Opposition might have more free time 
available for some of the other issues we want to debate�  This should not be necessary�

For the second time in a month, the Government will pass an Opposition Private Members’ 
motion on children with special needs and the assessment of needs�  Okay, it is better that it pass 
it than that it does not�  That is grand�  However, what the families and parents want to see is not 
just the Dáil passing motions�  They want us to pass motions to put pressure on the Government 
to do something about the issue�  They want concrete action�  There are concrete demands in the 
motion they want to see happen�

There is no excuse for Ireland not to sign the optional protocol�  The only reason not to sign 
it is to avoid providing people with a route to ensure their rights under the UNCRPD can be vin-
dicated.  We need to see that immediately so that if the Government does not do what it is meant 
to do, people have a route to vindicate their rights.  We need a full and transparent publication of 
all the waiting lists so we can see the truth of what is happening�  That truth is being consciously 
covered up and distorted by the HSE, contrary to the law as it currently exists�  Then - it is not 
rocket science - we need investment to ensure kids get the support they need.  The latest figures 
I saw show that 34,000 children are waiting for community health supports, including speech 
and language therapy, occupational therapy and all the therapies people need to access�

Every time I meet families on this issue, it strikes me they have enough going on in their 
lives and enough pressure in trying to support and do everything they can for their children�  
Then the Government and State leaves them with no alternative but to spend a huge amount of 
time fighting for things that should be basic rights.  I pay tribute to all those involved in activ-
ism around this issue despite the fact they have no time for it and to those who take the State to 
court, all the way up to the High Court, to vindicate the rights of their children�  They should 
not have to do it�

I will raise one case illustrating the criminal failure by the State of children with special 
needs�  I was talking to a woman yesterday�  She was happy for me to use her name, Sharon 
Saunders�  Her child has Down’s syndrome�  I have three refusal letters for 2020, 2021 and 2022 
wherein everybody accepts he needs a space in a special school but, year on year, he has rejec-
tion letters from the school because there is not enough space�  He is on a waiting list and, year 
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on year, it never happens.  That is no criticism of the school.  It is a criticism of the insufficient 
investment in our education and healthcare to ensure children get the support they need.  We 
pay all this lip service to early intervention, but the practice is extremely late intervention�  The 
consequence of the lack of investment is that this 12-year-old is sitting in a mainstream fifth 
class primary school at the back of the class getting assistance from a special needs assistant,  
SNA�  The school is doing everything it can to support him but it is not where he needs to be�  
He needs to be in a special school�  That is the best thing for him but we have failed to invest 
in resources to ensure the spaces are available.  That is a political choice.  A different political 
choice can and should be made�

Debate adjourned�

29/03/2022EE00300Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters

29/03/2022EE00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in re-
spect of which notice has been given under Standing Order 37 and the name of the Member in 
each case: (1) Deputies Thomas Pringle, Pearse Doherty, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn - to discuss 
the United Kingdom decision to impose an electronic travel authorisation scheme in the context 
of the common travel area and to ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the implications of legis-
lation going through Westminster for non-Irish or British citizens living in Donegal and those 
travelling to Donegal, and what engagement he has had with his British counterparts; (2) Dep-
uty Jennifer Whitmore - to discuss the recent closure of the Wicklow town citizens information 
centre in County Wicklow; (3) Deputy Brian Stanley - to discuss the lack of domestic violence 
refuge accommodation provision in Laois; (4) Deputy Dessie Ellis - to discuss how manage-
ment companies formulate rules for private housing estates; (5) Deputy Neale Richmond - to 
discuss the need for body cameras for An Garda Síochána, as set out in the Justice Plan 2022; 
(6) Deputy Pat Buckley - to discuss the NTA’s plan in East Cork for disability services on all 
bus routes and by rail; (7) Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill - to discuss with the Minister for 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage the ongoing water quality issues in Dublin Bay; (8) 
Deputy David Stanton - to ask the Minister for Education to discuss the need to ensure every 
prospective student in east Cork has a secondary school place for the 2022-2023 school year; 
(9) Deputy Colm Burke - to ask the Minister of State with responsibility for special education 
and inclusion to confirm if consideration would be given to establishing a new special school 
in the north east of Cork city due to the increased demand for places in the northside of that 
city; and if she will make a statement on the matter; (10) Deputies Matt Carthy and Christopher 
O’Sullivan - to discuss the Government response to the ongoing crisis facing the pig sector with 
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; (11) Deputy Maurice Quinlivan - to ask the 
Minister for Health to detail the steps taken to address the overcrowding issues at University 
Hospital Limerick; (12) Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire - to discuss the delivery of a perma-
nent site and building for Cork Educate Together Secondary School; and (13) Deputy Kieran 
O’Donnell - to ask the Minister for Transport for an update on the plans to facilitate the transfer 
of King John’s Castle to Limerick City and County Council from the Shannon Group�

The matters raised by Deputies Thomas Pringle, Pearse Doherty and Pádraig Mac Lo-
chlainn; Jennifer Whitmore; Neale Richmond; and Matt Carthy and Christopher O’Sullivan 
have been selected for discussion�
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29/03/2022EE00500Services for Children with Disabilities: Motion (Resumed) [Private Members]

Debate resumed on the following motion:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the High Court judgment of 11th March, 2022, in C�T�M� (A Minor) v Assessment 
Officer and Anor, J.A. (A Minor) v the Health Service Executive 2022 IEHC 131, which 
found that the 2020 Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) adopted by the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) was causing its Assessment Officers to “err in law”, and that the HSE 
do not intend to appeal this case;

— that the HSE is in breach of the rights of children with disabilities, as set out by 
the Oireachtas in the Disability Act 2005, when it does not conduct an Assessment of 
Need (AON) which identifies the nature and extent of a disability and the corresponding 
level of service need;

— that the HSE has not submitted a report as required under Section 13 of the Dis-
ability Act 2005 since 2015, despite being required to do so annually;

— that, when questioned about the deficit in Section 13 reporting, the HSE have 
blamed “the outdated database we are currently using” which “was developed by a small 
software development company, which no longer provides maintenance or technical 
support for the system”, and acknowledged that “the database is 20 years old and has 
not had the necessary upgrades or technical changes in recent years”, but stated that they 
intended to complete the outstanding reports by year end, in response to Parliamentary 
Question No. 762 of 1st March, 2022; and

— that fears have been raised by activists, families, and members of the Oireachtas 
that a review of the Disability Act 2005, as advised by the HSE, could lead to a dilution 
of the rights of children with disabilities; 

reaffirms its commitment to upholding the rights of people with disabilities; 

agrees with the assessment of the Ombudsman for Children that the review of the current 
AON operating procedure is now redundant, and the current procedure is untenable; 

further notes the passage of the Sinn Féin motion in relation to Assessment of Needs for 
Children with Disabilities on 8th March, 2022, with the assent of the Government, which 
called on the Government to:

— establish Children’s Disability Network Teams (CDNTs) in full;

— report to the Dáil on how it intends to ensure that all children have a proper AON 
and real access to the services which they need;

— publish a costed and timebound implementation strategy for the Disability Ser-
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vices Capacity Review and a cross-departmental strategic workforce development plan; 
and 

— transparently publish all waiting lists for these services; and 

calls on the Government to:

— ensure that the rights of children with disabilities are not undermined and, that, if 
the Disability Act 2005 is to be reviewed, the existing rights of people with disabilities 
are not diluted and that children with disabilities have access to the services they need;

— immediately ensure that the Assessment Officers’ System Database which is used 
to manage and report on AON and access to children’s disability services is updated to 
reflect changes in policy, operational practice and user requirements;

— engage in proactive, joined-up workforce planning to develop a cross-departmen-
tal strategic workforce plan for the breadth of health and social care services, streamline 
the recruitment process, and work to entice health and social care professionals who 
have recently left the HSE to return to the public service;

— review the critical skills list in the context of demand for health and social care 
professionals, while remaining cognisant of the State’s international obligations;

— urgently implement the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) allowing individuals and families 
means to challenge the Irish Government on any current or future failures to guarantee 
the rights contained within the UNCRPD;

— provide a job guarantee to health and social care graduates and proactively engage 
with them during their degree to advise on employment options in the public health 
service;

— lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas within three months outlining 
in full the number of Whole-Time Equivalent staffing posts that will be provided to 
children’s disability services for 2022, including the details of the package of supports 
to provide CDNTs with additional resources to address the backlog of AON and AON 
which were conducted incorrectly, and to provide additional therapeutic supports as in-
dicated by the Minister of State at the Department of Health, Deputy Anne Rabbitte, in 
her address to the Dáil on 8th March; and

— report back to the Dáil before the summer recess on how it intends to fully address 
the matters in this motion and the motion of 8th March, 2022, and lay each outstanding 
Section 13 Report before the Houses of the Oireachtas by the end of the year�

                                                             -Deputy Pauline Tully

29/03/2022EE00600Deputy Michael Lowry: Ireland prides itself on the caring and helpful nature of its people�  
As a people, we embrace those in need and open our hearts and arms to those who require as-
sistance�  Unfortunately, more than 50% of the families of children with disabilities surveyed 
by Inclusion Ireland reported they were not receiving any medical therapies�  A separate survey 
undertaken by Down Syndrome Ireland, DSI, confirms this finding, with almost half of its re-
spondents reporting they have received no therapy of any kind in the past year�
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Let us put ourselves in the place of the parents of these children�  They love their children�  
They want the very best for them, for them to learn and achieve everything they possibly can 
and to have access to everything they require.  The parents certainly do not want to have to fight 
or beg for essential services for their children or to scramble for their children’s entitlements�  It 
is a battle that is lost before the struggle begins�  This is the stark reality for families of disabled 
children�

Down Syndrome Ireland recently released details of a survey carried out with 400 of its 
members on the services they received over the past year�  Of those surveyed, 65% had received 
no speech and language therapy, 70% had received no physiotherapy, 87% had received no oc-
cupational therapy and 95% had received no psychology services�  Overall, 44% of those sur-
veyed had received no therapy service of any kind.  It is an appalling vista.  When the results of 
this survey were put to the HSE, the response was “there are 91 Children’s Disability Network 
Teams, CDNTs, across the country and that these teams ensure children with complex needs 
can access child and family centred supports based on their need rather than their diagnosis”�  
When questioned at the Oireachtas joint committee, it emerged that the HSE is functioning at 
75% of its capacity.  Therefore, the truth remains that the organisation has an understaffed ser-
vice where overworked professionals cannot meet demands�

When we hear these figures and statistics, they alarm us.  They are frustrating and annoy-
ing.  To really grasp what these figures mean, however, we must look beyond the numbers.  
We must fully comprehend how the lack of services has an impact on those left without them.  
These children and young people are not numbers�  They are young girls and boys and sons and 
daughters�  They are people who need support, but that help is being denied to them�  To deny 
them the necessary supports is to deny them the chance to live their best lives�  It prevents these 
young people and their families from reaching their maximum potential.  It confines them to a 
life controlled by disability rather than providing them with the means to live in which disabled 
family members can contribute the very best of themselves�

Not providing essential therapies is a form of neglect�  By being denied speech and language 
therapy, children are not only being deprived of the help they require with communicating but 
also being denied help with eating, drinking and swallowing�  These skills fall within the remit 
of a speech and language therapist.  Occupational therapy allows children to develop their fine 
motor skills, improve hand-to-eye co-ordination and to perform the tasks associated with ev-
eryday life�  Physiotherapy helps to improve movement and function in the body and address 
issues caused by problems with muscles, bones or the nervous system�

Every therapy recommended for children with disabilities is vital for those children�  The 
therapies help them to gain coping skills, to learn self-regulation, social skills and social think-
ing, to understand their own strengths and weaknesses, to connect with their emotions and to 
improve their self-esteem�  To deny them this help is to deny them their basic fundamental 
rights as individuals�  It prevents them from achieving their full potential�  The HSE has stated 
it is seeking to address the shortage of staff required to provide services to all children with dis-
abilities, and that it is working to identify gaps and to develop a comprehensive workforce plan 
for the sector�

I call these responses platitudes�  The Minister needs to ask the HSE to provide evidence 
of exactly what it is doing to provide services for vulnerable children and young people�  How 
much time will it take to identify and address the gaps?  What is the timescale involved?  When 
can we expect to see an efficient and effective service in place?  Children in Tipperary and in 
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every town and village in the country do not have the time to wait for the HSE to seek and to 
identify�  They need these services urgently�  As children, this is their window of opportunity to 
access the help they need�  Further excuses and delays must not be tolerated�  Parents and their 
children demand and deserve a proper professional service�

29/03/2022FF00200Deputy Verona Murphy: I thank Sinn Féin for its work in putting together and tabling 
this motion�  I recently submitted four parliamentary questions relating to disability services in 
Wexford.  I asked the Minister to state the number of occupational therapists employed as part 
of the CDNT in Wexford.  The response stated three occupational therapists were currently in 
posts across the County Wexford CDNT, that a total of nine occupational therapists had been 
approved for Wexford and the HSE was experiencing significant staff recruitment challenges, 
which were having an impact on service delivery�  The HSE and the Department of Health have 
identified the need for nine occupational therapists and yet we have just three employed in the 
county.  That is 33% of what is required for the children of Wexford.

During my first month in this House, I raised the question of training and of how the HSE 
advertised its staffing requirements across every area and communicated that need to the third 
level institutions�  The Ceann Comhairle intervened at the time with the Minister and demanded 
an answer.  The Minister’s response was the issue would be rectified and it would be fixed, yet 
we still see only three colleges accrediting courses for occupational therapists, OTs�  The start-
ing salary for an OT is €37,000�  That will sound like a lot of money to the parents seeking in-
tervention, but it is only 9% of the salary received by the CEO of the HSE, Paul Reid�  Perhaps 
there could be a re-examination of the pay scales to reduce some of the obscene salaries paid to 
top executives�  Allocating funds to better starting salaries for front-line areas might help with 
recruitment.  It would certainly be a more beneficial and effective use of funds.

In another parliamentary question, I asked the Minister to outline the number of children 
awaiting an appointment with the occupational therapist in the CDNT in County Wexford and 
the time they had been waiting�  Unfortunately, the HSE did not provide an answer to either of 
those questions�  I can tell it the answer, though�  One of my constituents, Amy, has a little son 
who has been waiting since he was two years old�  He is six years old now and has had no ap-
pointment yet�  That would mean the waiting time is four years�  This is not early intervention�  
It is pure and utter neglect�

I asked another question about the number of children awaiting an assessment with the 
CDNT in County Wexford and the time each child had been waiting.  My last question was 
about the number of children aged under 18 waiting to be seen by the CDNT and the autism 
services in County Wexford and the length of time each child had been waiting and had been on 
a waiting list.  The response I received was the number of children waiting in County Wexford 
before the reconfiguration of the services was 445 and this number was likely to increase.  The 
response was unclear as to whether this figure was an answer to my first question, my second 
question or to both queries�

This is pretty infuriating�  Almost all the dealings I have with HSE services involve some 
major issue.  Sometimes it is a staffing problem and sometimes a funding problem or a problem 
of capacity or physical resources�  All these issues combined demonstrate clearly to me the HSE 
is in crisis and is being poorly led�  The organisation’s CEO, Paul Reid, earns more than the 
Minister and the Taoiseach put together, and what do we have to show for it?  I do not see any 
evidence of improving outcomes for patients and I do not see value for money for the taxpayers�  
What I do see are waiting lists getting longer and longer.  I am pretty sure Paul Reid does not 
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have to wait four years for anything�

People in these situations, who have been on waiting lists for years, have been caring for 
children whose needs it is incredibly difficult to meet without support from experts and special-
ists, which those parents and their children currently cannot access�  People are at their wits’ end 
trying to cope with no help in sight�  I receive heartbreaking phone calls daily from parents like 
Amy who plead with me to help and to see if anything can be done for their children�  These are 
the very people who deserve to go to the wellness conferences, but they are not earning enough 
money to do so�  Their tax payments contribute to the very large salaries of those in charge, but 
these parents are barely keeping their heads above water and trying to do right by their children�  
All they want is timely help and early intervention, but they are not getting that.  Why can we 
not get it right for once?  Why are we ignoring court rules that state it is wrong?

6 o’clock

Are we just going to ignore it and give somebody else a pay rise that might deflect from the 
seriousness of this matter?  This is utter and total negligence by the hierarchy of the HSE and, 
more so, by the Government for allowing the executive to get away with it without account-
ability�

29/03/2022GG00200Deputy Carol Nolan: The waiting times for children who have disabilities and need access 
to the likes of speech and language therapy and occupational therapy are totally unacceptable�  
It is also horrendous that parents must fight tooth and nail for these basic and essential services.  
We have a very serious problem in the State.

In my constituency of Laois-Offaly, those therapies are virtually non-existent.  I am aware 
of the case of a seven-year-old child who has never received a session of speech therapy�  It 
is absolutely shocking, and the child in question has profound disabilities�  I am asking for 
something to be done fast and for urgency to be applied to this unacceptable crisis, particularly 
in Laois-Offaly.  I ask for the recruitment of speech and language therapists and occupational 
therapists to be given top priority because this has gone on for years�  I remember being here as 
a newly elected Deputy in 2016 raising these same matters�

My offices across Laois and Offaly are inundated with calls from desperate, upset and frus-
trated parents who seem to encounter barrier after barrier when it comes to accessing speech 
and occupational therapy or even the assessment of need�  There is a terrible number of barriers 
that must be overcome and these parents and children need assistance�  They will not be able 
to reach their educational potential if they are not given that vital, basic and necessary support 
when they are young children in the system, either through early intervention or the school-age 
teams�  This must happen urgently�

All of this represents an appalling indictment of the State’s capacity to understand what its 
legal obligations were and are with respect to the assessment of needs process�  The High Court 
judgment referred to in the motion has staggering implications and we can consider how the 
process adopted by the Health Service Executive caused its assessment officers to err in law.  
The HSE does not intend to appeal the High Court case and is in breach of its obligations to 
vindicate the rights of children with disabilities�

29/03/2022GG00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am also glad to be able to support this motion this evening�  It 
is the third time, I think, a motion like this has been before the Dáil recently, as Sinn Féin Depu-
ties indicated when presenting the motion�  They indicated that this motion has been moved 
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because of the many High Court challenges�

What is going on in the country that the HSE, including Mr. Paul Reid and others in the 
top management under the Minister’s watch, can do as they like without being accountable to 
anybody?  The Minister can fly out to Dubai or Abu Dhabi or wherever he was; it could be Tim-
buktu and I hope he might stay there.  It is all these people are fit for.  They are not accountable 
to anybody and they do not respect the people�  They do not respect children, na daoine óga�  
Before Covid-19 I knew of people waiting two years for a service and now they are waiting 
four or five years.

Have the people responsible for this no shame?  We are meant to cherish people equally - 
mol an óige and tiocfaidh sí�  Our children are being denied their rights and people are being 
forced to go to the courts, where the State has seen loss after loss�  It does not cost the Depart-
ment or the HSE anything but it costs the taxpayer to fight each of those cases.  Nobody seems 
to be accountable�

I heard the Taoiseach comment when he was in America that if there is to be an inquiry into 
the appalling way Covid-19 was handled, he does not expect Mr� Reid or Dr� Holohan to be 
brought before it.  Why would these people not hide and scurry and blackguard people when 
they have got away with the likes of this for decades?  There is no accountability and they are 
on shocking money�

Young people need speech and language therapy and assessments�  I meet dozens of people 
every week who say they are looking for jobs as speech and language therapists but cannot get 
them.  What is going on?  It is a con job and the people know it.  The Government has no shame 
and its members will try to run and hide�  They have no place to hide�

29/03/2022GG00400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: I am glad to get the opportunity to speak to this matter again 
because it is so important�  The Government, the Department of Health and the HSE are really 
letting down children with disabilities�  It is a tough cross to bear for these parents and the chil-
dren when they do not come into this world 100% and are lacking what they need�  An assess-
ment of needs takes forever and they do not get the speech and language therapy they need so 
much�  There is also occupational therapy, physiotherapy and all the other therapies�

I know parents of children who are going mad because they cannot get orthodontic treat-
ment�  The children’s little gums go too strong and their teeth go wrong so they need treatment�  
They must wait four years.  Please, Minister.  There are also cases of scoliosis and spina bifida, 
and we see little children crying on television telling their stories about their spines going 
crooked�  Please, Minister�  The Taoiseach has said the Government was allocating €5�2 million 
to this but then the Government statement indicates the sum as €4 million per year.  Who is right 
or wrong?  Who is the Government trying to kid?  Children with Down’s syndrome dearly need 
the July provision but there is a lack of such services every year when it comes to July�  Those 
children need routine and continuity in schooling�  If they miss July, they can lose an entire year�

There is no accountability in the Government, the Department of Health, the HSE and the 
services that are supposed to be provided�  The entire process is going wrong�

29/03/2022GG00500Deputy Michael Collins: We have a serious problem with children and adults with disabili-
ties.  Only a couple of months ago I was fighting in here to save the Kilbrittain early interven-
tion unit in west Cork�  It was fully intended to close that unit and, luckily enough, parents sat 
down within hours of hearing the story and I had it back before the Dáil within a couple of days�  
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Okay, the decision was reversed, but unfortunately for the intervention unit, it faces the same 
problem of closure this time next year�  I had to fundraise for it a number of years ago�  It is an 
excellent unit run by the school in Kilbrittain�

There is also a lack of SNAs in west Cork�  I attended a fundraiser last week and I thought 
it shameful that we had to attend such a fundraiser for a special needs assistant in Ballydehob�  
Is that what the system in our country has gone to?  We cannot get the services for the young 
people and they must go out fundraising�

It is the same issue with the recent closure of the Castletownbere CoAction centre�  Pay 
parity is the issue and CoAction has told me it cannot get staff.  That ends up with services for 
people being closed.  We have an entire system mired in difficulty that has been left unattended.  
Unfortunately, people suffer as a result.

Care workers and those who help at home, as well as others looking after people with dis-
abilities, such as the Irish Wheelchair Association, thought they would get some respect with 
the €1,000 payment from the Government but many of them will not get it�  Perhaps some of 
the home help personnel will get it�

I must raise the matter of an adult who fell last week in Bandon�  I apologise to the family 
for not raising it before now but the entire system is failing and cracking at the seams�  The lady 
in question fell at 2 p�m� on Monday, 21 March, and waited 14 hours for an ambulance�  She 
had a fractured hip and broken shoulder and imagine she had to wait 14 hours for an ambulance�  
There is something wrong in the HSE and the system�  It is creaking at the top�  That lady had to 
wait 14 hours at her house before an ambulance attended to her at 4 a�m�  That was after falling 
at 2 p�m� the previous day�

29/03/2022GG00600Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I know the Minister made a visit to University Hospital 
Limerick�  Did the Minister know there is no particular room in that hospital for a person with 
a child with disabilities displaying challenging behaviour?  I also know the Minister said it was 
a surprise visit.  I was in the hospital twice after a road traffic accident I had four weeks ago.  I 
saw what the Minister said he did not see at the hospital because I was there for 24 hours�  There 
were trolleys on corridors everywhere, with nurses and doctors trying to do their jobs�  They 
had to move patients left and right, and exactly what the Minister said was not evident there is 
happening�

29/03/2022GG00700Deputy Stephen Donnelly: To be clear, I never said that�

29/03/2022GG00800Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I will let the Minister speak in a moment�  I was there for 
24 hours.  On the night that I was there the staff could not do enough for me but I witnessed a 
health hazard and fire hazards of trolleys on both sides of corridors putting patients and staff at 
risk�

I also know of a person who took their child with scoliosis to a hospital here in Dublin�  
They had been preparing for this operation for six months and they had the child on the bed 
waiting to go to surgery, only to be told the operation was cancelled because they did not have 
a bed for the child after the surgery was finished.  These are the most vulnerable people in our 
society�  I need the Minister’s help�  I need accountability within our hospital system�  The 
Minister should come and meet me in Limerick on a surprise visit�  I will bring him around the 
hospitals and he will be able to see at first hand what is happening.
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29/03/2022HH00200Deputy Joan Collins: I thank Sinn Féin and particularly Deputy Tully for tabling this mo-
tion on services for children with disabilities�  At the end of last year I submitted a question to 
the HSE and got a very detailed six-page reply on CDNTs, the SOP, preliminary team assess-
ment, resources and so on�  According to that reply, all our problems were solved�  It stated that 
the SOP for the assessment of need process sought to ensure children with disabilities and their 
families access appropriate assessment and intervention as quickly as possible, and that the 
approach to assessment of need is consistent across all areas�  It broke down what the primary 
team assessment is as a guideline, and talked about setting up the CDNTs�  Clinicians were be-
ing brought back from their reassigned Covid-19 roles, overtime was being given, and all this 
was being done to deal with the SOP�  The reply went on to give details of the composition of 
the teams and stated that they would all be set up and running by the end of 2021�

We have always known the reality for parents because we are dealing with them every day 
of the week.  It is totally different.  We know from the Joint Committee on Health last week 
that not one of the CDNTs is fully staffed and there is an average vacancy rate of about 25% 
across the teams�  Professor Malcolm McLachlan, clinical lead for people with disabilities, said 
some of the CDNTs are only staffed to around 50%.  The CDNT in Armagh Road in my area of 
Dublin 12 needs 11.7 whole-time equivalents.  When that question went in at the beginning of 
March there were 8.8 staff.  They had just recruited two and the two left within a matter of two 
weeks�  That was for occupational therapy and physiotherapy�  In Brú Chaoimhín, which is also 
in my constituency, there are nine vacancies�

Families are extremely frustrated and children are open to developing secondary disabilities 
as they spend longer on waiting lists�  The new Our Lady of Hope special school has no on-site 
therapist and this is scandalous as it leaves teachers, SNAs and children in very difficult situa-
tions�  CHO 7 is at 60% of the capacity it should be at�  This did not happen today or yesterday�  
It happened when the Minister was putting questions in as an Opposition Deputy in the last 
Dáil�  It was the same thing�

One parent went through the assessment of need procedure�  She put a complaint in because 
her son was still waiting�  They have absolutely no supports for their son�  They were advised 
as to what the parent can do but she has absolutely no support�  The reply that came back was 
very simple: that the staff were not there and her son was going to have to wait until they got 
staff in the next period.  It is very demoralising for the parent.  The reply stated that recruitment 
continues to be a major issue, and while all the teams are doing everything possible, which I 
know they are, the parent’s complaint was being closed on the recommendation that the CDNT 
would continue to engage with her in relation to her child and that clinically appropriate inter-
ventions and therapies would be provided when the appropriate clinicians are on board and her 
child is reached on the waiting list�  These families were given a great buzz about the fact that 
things were changing, they were going to get their assessment of need, and they were going to 
get their access to therapy�  It has just been smacked in their faces again�  That is the terrible 
outcome of this�

The court case is just damning�  I will read a few of the judge’s points in my last minute�  
The judge made a ruling in two test actions brought on behalf of minor children who in judi-
cial review proceedings brought against the HSE sought to quash reports compiled after they 
underwent SOPs�  They wanted their assessments quashed on the grounds that they did not 
comply with the requirements of the 2005 Act.  It was further argued that the SOP findings did 
not amount to a proper diagnosis or assessment of their needs, which amounted to a breach of 
their rights�  In her decision, the judge said that in order to comply with the time requirements 
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of the 2005 Act, the HSE developed the SOP which was implemented from January 2020�  The 
SOP, she said, provides for preliminary or triage type assessment instead of the full assessments 
which had previously been carried out.  She said the SOP came about because in a significant 
number of cases the statutory time period fixed for completing the assessment of need was not 
respected and this in turn led to delays in completing assessments and associated litigation�  It is 
a damning judgment of the HSE.  I would really like to know exactly how it affects the 10,000 
children who underwent that SOP�

29/03/2022HH00300Deputy Marian Harkin: I thank Sinn Féin and Deputy Tully for giving us the opportunity 
to discuss and hold the Government to account on the deteriorating situation in regard to ser-
vices for children with disabilities�  It is most concerning that just over two weeks ago the High 
Court decided that the HSE is in breach of the rights of children with disabilities as set out in the 
Disability Act 2005�  That is 17 years ago�  The assessment of need that is conducted is simply 
not adequate to identify the extent and nature of the disability or, crucially, the corresponding 
level of service that is needed to assist those children in living their lives, in supporting their 
families and in helping to ensure the children have the best possible chance to live their lives 
and to maximise their quality of life just like every other citizen of the State�

I am shocked by what has happened�  I have sat in this Chamber and heard time and time 
again that real progress was being made in the assessment of needs of children with disabilities�  
When I heard of this supposed progress I was happy to hear it but in the back of my mind I was 
hoping they had the services in place to deal with all of these successful assessments�  Little 
did I think that the first step, the assessment of need, was not being adequately dealt with.  I 
was concerned about the second step, the meeting of those needs and the services to address 
them.  Are we moving children from one list to another?  Can the Minister clarify the differ-
ence between screening and assessment?  I listened carefully to what was being said here in the 
Dáil�  Can the Minister tell me why I thought this assessment was taking place and was virtually 
completed?  I do not refer to pre-assessment and screening; I thought it was done and dusted.  
I do not know what is happening�  I listened to the response earlier and we were told that the 
Minister would tell us what is happening�  I am very anxious to hear that but to be honest I am 
really disappointed because I believed what I heard and thought we were making progress�

In my own constituency in the last 12 to 15 months I have calling for the CHO 1 area of 
Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal, Cavan and Monaghan to be included as part of the school inclusion 
model which delivers a range of in-school supports and therapies including speech and lan-
guage therapy, occupational therapy and so on�  The idea is that special needs assistants, SNAs, 
would be fully trained and allocated as needed and that additional professional supports would 
be available to schools.  Three years ago the Government approved the setting up of the first 
pilot programme�  I understand Covid intervened�  This pilot programme was in CHO 7 and the 
Minister’s constituency is part of that.  We were told that the programme would be extended.  
Time and time again I have asked for this to be extended to CHO 1 and we are still awaiting a 
response�  The reason I have done this is on foot of information I have to hand, for example in 
regard to the recruitment of speech and language therapists�  There are 32 whole-time equiva-
lent positions allocated but only 19.4 filled.  It is not as bad, but it is a similar story in the case 
of social workers, physiotherapists and occupational therapists�  Many positions remain un-
filled.  If the region were included in the next phase of the pilot programme, it would make a 
real difference.  I do not need to tell the Minister that the numbers of children who are awaiting 
services under CAMHS increases year-on-year�

Yesterday, I received one of the saddest letters I have had in a long time�  It was about the to-
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tal inadequacy of youth mental health services in Sligo and Leitrim, including the lack of beds, 
the lack of communication between professional teams and the neglect of young people in ur-
gent need of such services�  It is dreadful that Deputies or any public representatives have to say 
to a parent who rings them trying to get a child into CAMHS that the only advice they can give 
is to bring the child to an emergency department and not to leave until he or she is taken into the 
service�  From the bottom of my heart, I hate doing it because emergency departments are full 
of people who need immediate help�  However, there is nothing else I can say to those parents�

29/03/2022JJ00200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I thank Deputy Tully and Sinn Féin for 
tabling this motion and colleagues on all sides of the House for their contributions�  The Minis-
ter of State, Deputy Rabbitte, wanted to be here this evening and she apologises for her absence�  
As she said in the House three weeks ago to the day, the matters being discussed at that time, 
and which are raised again in the Private Members’ motion, are hugely important and require a 
ruthless and ambitious focus on our health services and on the implementation of the progress-
ing disability services programme for children�

There is considerable work to do.  When I was on the other side of the House, I made 
very similar contributions to those I have heard today�  One of the many reasons I asked to be 
Minister for Health in the incoming Government was to be able to provide funding, focus and 
resources for children who need help�  It simply is not acceptable in our republic that children 
should have to wait for an assessment of need�  It simply is not acceptable that having been as-
sessed as needing help, they should have to wait any length of time to receive it.  We all have 
friends and family, we all know children who need a service and we all know how important 
those services are and that children need to access them as quickly as possible�

While some areas of the country are doing well, particularly in some therapeutic areas, the 
reality is that far too many simply are not.  We will have to redouble our efforts in this regard.  
We have invested the money in assessment and hiring therapists.  I assure the House that the 
Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, has worked tirelessly on this issue�  She has driven around 
the country since she was appointed, CHO by CHO, meeting one therapeutic team after another 
and asking what money and staff they need and what are the barriers to hiring those staff.  I, 
too, have had many of the same conversations.  We all know that, unfortunately, there still is a 
long way to go�  The money has been invested and the policy for a national network, namely, 
the progressing disability services model, although not perfect, is a good approach�  There is a 
very good relationship between the Minister of State, the Oireachtas committee and those of us 
in this House who are really passionate about this area�

Before addressing some of the technical issues raised, the court ruling and the content of the 
motion, I repeat that there is a lot more that needs to be done.  We all are aware that in every 
one of our constituencies, there are mums and dads who are desperate to get therapies for their 
children, whether occupational therapy, psychology, speech and language therapy or whatever 
it may be across the range of therapies.  We are not going to stop until we have made sure the 
teams are in place at entry, senior and management level to ensure that when a child gets an 
assessment, it is the right and appropriate assessment, and that when a need is identified, he or 
she gets help�  I know that nobody on either side of the House will stop until we achieve that�

I acknowledge the content of the judgment that was issued by the High Court on the SOP�  
It is important to state that in terms of the rationale under which the SOP was introduced, the 
overarching principle was to establish the needs of children rather than providing a diagnosis�  
It was about establishing needs and ensuring a quicker route to intervention services�  It never 
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was intended to prevent or reduce children’s access to their legal entitlements�  The SOP was 
developed following a lot of engagement with expert stakeholders, there was an extensive in-
dustrial relations process involved and legal advice was taken on it�  The procedure was agreed 
at the start of 2020 and I allocated money towards the second half of that year to the Minister 
of State to ensure as many children as possible were assessed�  There was a very large backlog 
of children waiting for assessment and we needed to make sure as many as possible of them 
were seen�

The question rightly has been raised as to what was done to put the therapies in place.  We 
invested a very considerable amount of money in increasing the workforce�  However, as has 
been pointed out by colleagues this evening, by the Minister of State and by the HSE, it is cur-
rently challenging to hire, not just in children’s disability services but in acute services, adult 
services and primary care services right around the country�  There are a lot of good things hap-
pening, the money is there and the posts have been sanctioned across the board.  We are hiring 
many thousands of therapists but it is a challenge and it is one on which we must continue to 
work�

The court judgment puts the HSE in a position whereby, obviously, it now must consider the 
assessment of need process�  I note the comments by Mr� Paul Reid in regard to the consider-
ation of an appeal.  I believe the judgment provides the State with an opportunity.  We need to 
build on the elements of the process that work and we need to eliminate or amend the elements 
that do not work.  I know the Minister of State made similar comments three weeks ago.  We 
need to assess the full picture and gather a lot of information�  In this regard, I am conscious of 
a case in the Court of Appeal, a ruling on which is expected shortly�  An independent review of 
the SOP is under way and is now being finalised.  Needless to say, the legal framework for the 
State takes precedence but it is prudent to gather as much other information as possible�

The core of any future action has to be the delivery of services to children as quickly and 
effectively as possible in line with the legislation.  While addressing the judgment of the courts, 
which is important and must be resolved, it is worth saying that the assessment of need is only 
one part of the service delivery.  We are very determined to address the standard of that assess-
ment but we also must create a model that ensures the therapies identified, as we have discussed 
this evening, can be delivered�  In that context, the HSE is consulting the chief executives of 
the organisations designated under sections 38 and 39 of the Health Act 2004, the lead agencies 
and other stakeholders�  In the meantime, the assessment of need will no longer be issued on the 
basis of a preliminary team assessment.  Where appointments have been scheduled, they will 
form the first step in the assessment of need process.

The initiatives mentioned in the House recently will continue to be developed�  As many col-
leagues will be aware, they include the development of parents’ forums�  The Minister of State 
has advised me that she intends to commence the countrywide forums next week, starting in 
Cork�  A major focus for her will be on developing enhanced communication with parents and 
seeking to build trust in the services provided.  We need to listen very carefully to the parents.

29/03/2022JJ00300Deputy David Cullinane: There are only five forums up and running.

29/03/2022JJ00400Deputy Stephen Donnelly: The Minister of State is determined to get the rest of them up 
and running as quickly as possible�

On staffing, there is ongoing recruitment of 375 personnel across the country.  Let me give 
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a sense of how challenging that has been.  My figures will not be exact.  From a briefing note 
I read earlier this morning, I believe about one third of the target was met in the first year that 
the number in question was allocated�  I am saying this just to give colleagues a sense that the 
money is available and that the posts have been sanctioned, but it is proving difficult to hire the 
therapists�  Obviously, we are working on expanding the number of graduate positions and the 
number of graduates coming through�

In addition to these actions, the Department has agreed to funding of €1�5 million for ap-
proximately 1,000 ASD diagnostic assessments�  The HSE has said that initiative is now under 
way�  Regardless of any process that the HSE considers to address the concerns over the stan-
dard operating procedure, the developments I have mentioned will enhance the capacity of the 
CDNTs�  It is expected that the measures will translate directly into enhancing services to the 
child and his or her family�

Regarding section 13 reporting, which was also raised, the HSE has presented annual re-
ports for 2007 to 2014 to the Department of Health and is currently working on the annual 
reports for 2015 to 2020 to bring the process up to date�  The HSE intends to submit the out-
standing reports by the end of the year.  The HSE and officials in my Department are scheduled 
to meet shortly to discuss the section 13 reports in greater detail.  While the HSE has stated it 
has experienced delays due to the cyberattack last year and found limitations in the assessment 
officer system database, which was referred to earlier, the lack of reporting cannot be deemed 
acceptable�  The Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, has sought assurances on the nature of the 
statistics and has been advised that the delay has not affected the HSE’s calculation in establish-
ing additional resources�

I assure this House and all colleagues that the Government is as determined and committed 
as ever to providing timely access to high-quality health and social care services for children 
and young people who need them�  This includes appropriate assessment and the right interven-
tions.  We now have an opportunity that we must grasp.  We must focus relentlessly, invest, and 
prioritise to give the children the assessments they need and the therapeutic interventions and 
supports they need following those assessments�

29/03/2022KK00200Deputy Matt Carthy: I commend Deputy Tully on her tenacity on this issue and represen-
tation of those tens of thousands of families who want nothing more than what their child is 
entitled to�  The High Court has ruled that the HSE’s AON process is operating outside the law 
and denying children with disabilities their rights, as set out in the Disability Act�  Let it sink 
in for us all that an Opposition party is introducing a Private Members’ motion that essentially 
asks the Government to stop breaking the law, allowing an agency under its control to break the 
law, and denying children their rights�

I do not doubt for one second doubt the sincerity of the Minister or Minister of State, Deputy 
Rabbitte, on this issue, but the crux is accountability�  HSE representatives appeared before the 
Joint Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, and Deputies Tully 
and Cullinane were in conversation with them.  The officials were asked what they needed and 
their answer was that we should actually scrap the little protection that our children with dis-
abilities have - the legal provision�  As the person responsible and approved by this House to 
oversee our health services, the Minister should drag all those officials in and threaten them 
with their jobs unless their attitude changes�  If I am correct, he noted the remarks of the head 
of the HSE on a potential appeal of the High Court ruling�  I suggest that he tells the CEO of the 
HSE that if he wants to appeal the ruling, the cost can be met from his wages�  I suggest that the 
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Minister, as overseer of the Department that gives the HSE its budget, tells the CEO and every 
senior manager in the HSE that the next time they decide to drag family a child with a disability 
through the courts, they can do so at their own expense because they do not have the authority 
of this House to spend the money of the taxpayers of Ireland to drag families of children with 
disabilities through the quagmire of the legal system�  The message from this House should be 
unanimous, clear and heeded by the HSE�  It should stop breaking the law and treating children 
with disabilities with disrespect and start providing them with their rights and entitlements un-
der the Disability Act and the services they deserve�

29/03/2022KK00300Deputy Martin Browne: I, too, congratulate Deputy Pauline Tully on introducing the mo-
tion�  She has done so because the Government cannot be trusted to live up to its responsibili-
ties to children�  It is great to hear that the Minister understands the position�  These are famous 
words we hear over and over from the other side of the floor regarding everything that comes 
up but families want action, not statements that the Government understands and knows what 
needs to be done�  Our children have been failed owing to unmet obligations on the part of the 
Government and HSE through the manipulation of the system that is meant to put children’s 
interests first.  There has been a betrayal of trust that was supposed to be reinforced under the 
Disability Act 2005, which placed a duty on the HSE to provide a comprehensive AON within 
six months�  To avoid its obligations, the HSE introduced a preliminary team assessment in 
2020, its purpose being to skirt around the obligations set out under the Disability Act�  This 
created another waiting list that does not fall under the Act and lacks any legal requirement to 
provide the comprehensive assessment within the timeframe set�  The recent High Court ruling 
showed that this is in breach of the Disability Act 2005.  This reflects what parents, disability 
organisations, Sinn Féin and the Ombudsman for Children have said, but it does not stop there 
because not a single one of the 91 CDNTs around the country is fully staffed, which results in 
children going without the full suite of development services they need�  Can the Minister now 
see why neither families nor we believe the Government when it says it understands and wants 
to do what is required?

The Association of Occupational Therapists of Ireland, the Psychological Society of Ireland 
and the Irish Association of Speech and Language Therapists have said a significant number of 
front-line clinicians have left or intend to leave their posts in child disability services as a result 
of the implementation of the new assessment procedure�  That paints a picture of children’s dis-
ability services under the Government�

We introduced this Bill to ensure the Government and HSE would stop breaking the law and 
cutting corners and provide children with the services they need�  Given the seriousness of the 
High Court finding, we want an assurance that any review of the Disability Act will not be used 
to undermine the current rights of people with disabilities.  We demand that the Government 
live up to its moral and legal obligations�

29/03/2022KK00400Deputy Pauline Tully: I thank all those who contributed to this debate and support the mo-
tion�  All of us have children and families in our constituencies who have been waiting for years 
for services and assessments.  We have heard from parents who have letters telling them their 
child will be seen for an appointment in November 2024 or four years’ time�  That is outrageous 
and has to be urgently addressed�

While I welcome the fact that the Government is not opposing this motion, can I assume it 
is supporting it?  I wish to reiterate what we are calling for in the motion�  The Minister talked 
about the High Court ruling, the preliminary team assessment and the reason the latter was 
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introduced, namely to assess the needs of children to ensure they receive therapies or interven-
tions quickly�  That was not happening, however�  Children were getting the preliminary team 
assessment only to be put on another waiting list for a proper, full assessment of need and ser-
vices and interventions�

Some Members have talked about a review of the Disability Act�  I agree it should be re-
viewed to bring it into line with the UNCRPD and to ensure it is based on a rights-focused 
model, but the rights of children must not be undermined or deleted in any way when reviewing 
it�  In fact, the review should be used to strengthen the right of children to gain access to services 
and interventions�

29/03/2022KK00500Deputy Matt Carthy: Hear, hear�

29/03/2022KK00600Deputy David Cullinane: Hear, hear�

29/03/2022KK00700Deputy Pauline Tully: The database the HSE was using, which was mentioned a few times 
by the assessment officers, is, by its own admission, outdated and not fit for purpose.  That 
needs to be addressed urgently�  The Minister mentioned that the reports up to 2014 were pub-
lished but that those since then have not been.  We are calling to have the outstanding reports in 
the autumn session, in September.  We will return to this if they are not provided.

We have talked about engaging in proactive and joined-up workforce planning to develop 
a strategy to address the staff shortages in all the services.  Something should be done to try to 
entice those health and social care professionals who left services because of their discomfort 
with the preliminary team assessment�  Many of them have stated that is why they left the ser-
vices�  Now that a High Court ruling has stated that preliminary team assessments will not be 
continued, we should consider whether people can be enticed back to services�  

I have heard of problems with CORU and the time it is taking for it to accredit the qualifi-
cations of people coming from the North to work in the State�  The process is taking up to ten 
months�  That is something that could be addressed quite quickly�  

We need to talk to people not just in third-level colleges but in secondary school about 
working in the sector and do something to entice them into the sector�  Perhaps there could be a 
reduction or waiver of fees�  A job guarantee with a contract that ensures that those who qualify 
need areas do not export their skills and knowledge is vital.  We are also looking for a report 
before the summer that outlines in full the number of whole-time equivalents that will receive 
jobs in 2022 and the other supports and resources being given to the children’s disability net-
work teams to address the backlog of assessments, carry out proper assessments and provide 
the therapies children require�

Every effort needs to made to ensure that the networks are up and running at full capacity 
without delay�  The Minister mentioned family forums, which are important�  The Minister of 
State, Deputy Burke, made a reference to parents having to do training to support therapies�  
Parents are not objecting to doing training in any way whatsoever�  However, they are objecting 
to doing it alone�  Children are not receiving therapies�  Some parents have told me that even 
though they have done the training, they are being asked to do it again, and are being told if they 
do not do it their children will be removed from waiting lists�  That is absolutely outrageous and 
should not happen�  

The ongoing disparity between staff in section 39 organisations and those working directly 
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for the HSE has to be addressed.  Those agencies are haemorrhaging staff to the HSE and can-
not retain staff in any form.  Staff need the same pay and working conditions across the sector.

I also want to use this opportunity to call on the Government to ratify the optional protocol 
to the UNCRPD, something that is still outstanding�  Refugees are coming to Ireland from other 
countries.  We are expecting a large number from Ukraine, many of whom may be qualified in 
these professions.  We to examine whether we can engage those people and allow them to work 
here�  They will have PPS numbers and be allowed to work�  Let us get them into our teams to 
fill the need that is there.

Question put and agreed to�

29/03/2022LL00300Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions

29/03/2022LL00400Closed-Circuit Television Systems

29/03/2022LL0045069� Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if she will report on community 
CCTV programmes� [16638/22]

29/03/2022LL00500Deputy Martin Kenny: I want to ask the Minister about the roll-out of community CCTV 
programmes across the country�  In many rural areas it has been an issue�  In County Sligo, an 
elderly man was recently attacked in his home�  Many people said there is a need to have pre-
ventative measures around the country, one of which is, of course, CCTV, not just in rural areas 
but also in many urban areas where drug dealing and other such activities are taking place in 
broad daylight�  It is a measure that would assist gardaí in preventing such crimes from occur-
ring�  I would like the views of the Minister on how that is progressing�

29/03/2022LL00600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  
As he will be aware, community CCTV schemes play an important role in local communities 
the length and breadth of the country�  They provide valuable reassurance and help people to 
feel safer in local areas�  It is not just about making sure we can use them to detect crime and 
support gardaí; they play a role in helping to keep and make people feel safe.  This is why it 
remains a priority for my Department to ensure community groups continue to be supported 
in developing their local CCTV schemes, while balancing this with proportionate oversight of 
important data protection statutory considerations�  That is an important element�

Since 2017, my Department has administered a grant aid scheme, supporting groups wish-
ing to establish a community-based CCTV system in their area�  Eligible groups, including 
community groups and local authorities nationwide, can apply for grant aid of up to 60% of the 
total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum total of €40,000�  The CCTV 
grant scheme was extended in 2019 to cover not only new CCTV systems but to also provide 
funding for the extension or upgrade of existing CCTV systems that are incomplete or have 
become obsolete.  Applicants may now also seek a once-off grant of up to €5,000 for minor 
maintenance costs�  Support and assistance for those running CCTV schemes is available by 
contacting my Department at a dedicated email address available from my its website�
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To date, a total of 35 locations have been approved under the community-based CCTV 
scheme, with a total of almost €950,000 committed to these projects�  Community-based CCTV 
is currently governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda Sío-
chána (CCTV) Order 2006�  This legal framework requires that any proposed community CCTV 
scheme must be approved by the local joint policing committee, have the prior support of the 
relevant local authority, which must also act as data controller, and have the authorisation of 
the Garda Commissioner�  Communities, therefore, need to take a number of steps�  This is the 
legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded�  These key 
legal requirements have not changed since 2006�  My Justice Plan 2022, which I published this 
week, commits to the publication of a new Bill that relates to Garda powers to modernise digital 
technology, and this will include CCTV where there need to be updates�

29/03/2022LL00700Deputy Martin Kenny: I thank the Minister�  I acknowledge that some work on this has 
been done and progress has been made.  However, we are all also aware of the difficult situa-
tions in some areas where CCTV cameras have been in place and people have been asked to 
take them down because they did not meet the standards required�  They were installed with 
the very best of intentions.  There have been also been difficulties around the country for years 
where local authorities have found it difficult to fit into a space whereby they become data con-
trollers and have to monitor footage and all of that without any additional funding�

In vast areas of rural Ireland there could be a convergence of roads, crossroads or a bridge 
on a river where it would be very useful to have CCTV to monitor the movement of traffic.  
Communities in such areas will not be able to come up with the resources to meet 40% of the 
required cost of installing cameras�  That needs to be recognised�  The 60% grant aid is too 
low and needs to be reviewed.  When the Minister is reviewing that, she needs to ensure that 
adequate funding is in place so that people can meet that criterion�

29/03/2022LL00800Deputy Helen McEntee: To finish my last point and touch on the Deputy’s next point, the 
legislation needs to be updated due to the fact that the Act dates from 2005 and we have since 
had European GDPR legislation that supersedes the previous Act�  That is why I am working to 
try to make sure that the digital recording Bill is brought forward as quickly as possible�  I hope 
to be able to bring it to colleagues in a matter of weeks, and we can then progress that as quickly 
as possible�  Part of that is the ANPR legislation around number plate recognition, which would 
allow gardaí, in certain circumstances, to take that type of data and information, which is ex-
tremely helpful not just in terms of road traffic incidents but also in cases where people are flee-
ing the scene of a crime and would be helpful to be able to upload that information�

With regard to the link between local authorities and gardaí, we are trying to set out greater 
clarity around the role played by each in the legislation�  That is something that has prevented 
some communities from putting forward requests for local CCTV�  At the same time, I stress 
that we cannot just put up cameras anywhere�  There always has to be collaboration with gardaí�  
We all have a right to privacy and to make sure that there is not a camera outside our front door.  
Cameras are in place for a specific and strategic reason.  That corroboration and collaboration 
will be set out clearly in the legislation�  It is to be hoped it will encourage more people to avail 
of these types of scheme�

29/03/2022MM00100Deputy Martin Kenny: I understand that�  Nobody wants cameras everywhere or for the 
whole country to be covered in them but there is a recognition that they have a key role to play�  
An Garda Síochána recognises that and so does the public.  The slow and difficult roll-out of 
these schemes across the country has dented public confidence in the commitment of the Gov-
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ernment to ensuring this is done�

I welcome the legislation the Minister is proposing.  When the cost of up to €40,000 in this 
regard is considered, 60% of that sum is to be provided but the communities will have to find 
the other 40%, amounting to €16,000, which will be quite a lot for small communities to fund�  
That needs to be reviewed�  More funding needs to be put in place to ensure this can be done�  If 
more CCTV is rolled out, there will be benefits in the context of economies of scale.  It would 
not cost communities as much as it would otherwise�  If the Government were to tender for this 
equipment, rather than each individual community doing so, that may also lead to cost savings�

29/03/2022MM00200Deputy Helen McEntee: In many instances, local authorities work with communities to 
ensure funding is available.  It is important to note that the Deputy’s question relates specifi-
cally to community CCTV and there is a separate programme specifically for An Garda.  In 
areas with high crime levels or a large number of incidents, the Garda can go through a process 
of setting up its own CCTV�

The Deputy referred to certain issues that have arisen recently in respect of the general 
data protection regulation, GDPR�  There are steps communities have to undergo, working 
with local authorities and the Garda�  Obviously, the Garda undertakes those steps as well�  In 
general, community CCTV plays a role but it is about everything working together�  It is about 
community text alert, communities engaging with local community gardaí and making sure 
there are enough gardaí on the ground�  I am very pleased that more than 10,000 people have 
applied to the most recent recruitment campaign�  It is to be hoped that they will start to go 
through Templemore soon.  We have the new operational model that will ensure there are more 
focused specific teams and it is hoped they will be able to target this type of crime in rural areas 
and where people are concerned�  There are many elements to making sure we keep people 
safe�  Community CCTV is an important element of that and I hope that when the legislation is 
passed, there might be more clarity for people regarding being able to access further funding�

29/03/2022MM00250Prison Service

29/03/2022MM0030070� Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn 
to the fact that some 70% of prisoners in Irish jails have issues with literacy; the steps she is 
taking to address this situation; the discussions she has had with the Ministers of Education and 
Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science on this issue; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter� [15885/22]

29/03/2022MM00400Deputy Brendan Howlin: Is the Minister as shocked as I am - maybe I should not be 
shocked - to discover that some 70% of prisoners in Irish jails have literacy problems?  Does 
she consider that an issue that must be addressed on an integrated way across government?  
What is she going to do about it?

29/03/2022MM00500Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I thank the 
Deputy for raising this important question�  Care and rehabilitation are core aims of the Irish 
Prison Service.  Sentences are managed to encourage and support prisoners in their efforts to 
reintegrate into society and live law-abiding lives on release�  My Department and the De-
partments of Education and Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
engage with the service to ensure a range of education opportunities are available to those in 
custody and those who have served their sentence�  This is in line with goal 3 of Justice Plan 
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2022, which sets out our commitment to developing and supporting policies to reduce reoffend-
ing and help safely reintegrate those who have committed crimes back into their communities�

The provision of education is an important prison-based service and key to improving out-
comes for prisoners and reducing recidivism�  Poor literacy skills, a history of previous educa-
tional difficulties or failure and negative educational experience often combine to create pow-
erful barriers to engaging with prison education centres and, therefore, the curriculum offered 
must be broad, flexible and attractive.

Although opportunities up to third-level qualifications are available, a priority for the service 
is ensuring targeted supports and initiatives are in place focused on basic literacy and numeracy 
education, including English as a second operating language�  Delivered in partnership between 
the Prison Service and education and training boards, ETBs, opportunities focus on providing 
quality-assured and student-centred education that facilitates lifelong learning�  There is also 
emphasis on the role of non-accredited learning in enabling adults to return to learning at their 
own pace and equip them to explore their full potential�

 The Building Bridges joint national project led by the Prison Service and SOLAS and spon-
sored by the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
is under development and will build on the well-established infrastructure in place between the 
ETBs and the prison�  A collaborative partnership with Maynooth University, entitled Unlock-
ing Potential, is aimed at increasing access to higher education for people with convictions�  As 
part of this, a €100,000 scholarship fund entitled KickStart was recently announced�

 The Prison Service is also engaged with Dublin City University to conduct an audit of 
literacy and numeracy across the prisoner population with a view to informing future develop-
ment within the services� 

29/03/2022MM00600Deputy Brendan Howlin: I thank the Minister of State for his response but it focused en-
tirely on the in-prison service, as though everybody looks at the situation in their own silo�  It is 
shocking that so many people who have clearly been failed by the education system end up in 
prison.  What is going to be done about that in a joined-up way?  I recall a former prison gov-
ernor indicating that the vast bulk of the inmates in that prison were drawn from an identifiable 
number of postcodes�  Does the Minister of State consider he has a responsibility to reduce the 
numbers that end up in prison?  Does he regard the focus on literacy and numeracy in educa-
tion as a critical component in that regard or is it nothing to do with the Department of Justice 
but entirely a matter for the Departments of Education and Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science?

29/03/2022MM00700Deputy James Browne: It is critical that the Department of Justice works with the Depart-
ments of Education and Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science�  It is 
doing so.  I agree with the Deputy regarding the concerns.  While in opposition, I raised the fact 
that if all the inmates who cannot read or write were taken out, the number of prisons would be 
substantially reduced�

29/03/2022MM00800Deputy Brendan Howlin: It is 70% of prisoners�

29/03/2022MM00900Deputy James Browne: That statistic proves that.  We now have a hardcore statistic in 
that regard�  It is a matter of which I am very aware, as is the Minister, Deputy McEntee�  That 
is why there is this level of collaboration with the Departments of Education and Further and 
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science to try to address this issue�  Obviously, 
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education is primarily a matter for those Departments but we in the Department of Justice have 
an important role in that regard�  As Minister of State with responsibility for youth justice, I 
have that role in particular�  That is why education is a very important part of the youth justice 
strategy we launched last year�  Keeping those kids in school, particularly through the transi-
tional phase when they move from primary school into secondary school at 13 or 14 years of 
age, is key.  Some kids can get into serious difficulty at that stage.  It is certainly a matter of 
which I am very conscious, as is the Minister, Deputy McEntee�

29/03/2022MM01000Deputy Brendan Howlin: I am grateful for the reply of the Minister of State and the fo-
cus to which he referred, but his initial response to me and the House focused entirely on the 
in-prison education system.  What I hoped would be focused on, which he indicated he was 
focused on it while in opposition, is preventing people ending up in prison in the first place.  A 
collaborative effort between the Departments of Justice and Education is needed to deal with 
that.   What sort of resources and what level of priority are going into that prevention phase of 
the work?  It is like health education in the Department of Health - it is never regarded as a great 
priority�  In health, they treat the disease rather than prevent it�  It would be a really important 
part of the work of the Minister of State if we could have a co-ordinated and well-resourced 
strategy to stop people ending up in prison in the first place.

29/03/2022MM01100Deputy James Browne: I am in full agreement with the Deputy on this�  That prevention 
piece is critical�  One of the things I have been doing since lockdown ended is visiting youth 
diversion projects, initially mostly in Dublin, but subsequently widening that circle across the 
country.  With the funding for youth diversion projects we received in the budget in October, we 
will now be able fund the new role of family support workers, as well as additional youth work-
ers�  They are not only working with the families to try to strengthen the environment at home, 
but working with schools as well�  I have been very impressed with the level of engagement of 
youth diversion projects, including youth workers, family support workers and juvenile liaison 
officers, with local schools.  I want that strengthened and I have had several conversations with 
the Minister for Education in respect of that piece and, in particular, the issue of reduced class 
timetables, which puts vulnerable children very much at risk�  She is aware of that and has been 
working on it and putting many policies in place�  It is certainly a matter of which I am very 
aware�  My initial response to the Deputy’s question was written very much from the perspec-
tive of the Department of Justice but, as Minister of State with responsibility for youth justice, 
I am acutely aware of this issue�  I know the Deputy has long been a crusader on it�

        7 o’clock29/03/2022NN00100

29/03/2022NN00100Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence

29/03/2022NN0020071� Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if she will report on the roll-out 
of additional domestic violence refuge spaces� [16639/22]

29/03/2022NN00300Deputy Martin Kenny: I request a report from the Minister on the roll-out of additional 
domestic violence refuge spaces throughout the country�  It is some time now since Ashling 
Murphy, unfortunately, was killed.  That was a significant time in Ireland when people re-
examined and looked again at this issue of violence against women everywhere throughout the 
country and in all its aspects, both in the home and in public spaces.  We have to do everything 
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we can to prevent violence against women but we also have to provide services for people who, 
unfortunately, are in danger or are at risk�  I know the Minister has taken on responsibility for 
that role and I would like to gain an understanding of how much progress she has made�  There 
are no domestic violence refuges at the moment in the county I live in or the surrounding coun-
ties�

29/03/2022NN00400Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  It is my goal that every-
one who needs a refuge space will get one�  It is an ambitious one but I am deeply committed 
to working with everyone in this Chamber, our partners in the sector and my Government col-
leagues to try to achieve that.  We have prioritised tackling domestic, sexual and gender-based 
violence in all of its forms, ensuring people, particularly women and vulnerable people, feel 
safe and are safe in our communities�  That means ensuring we address this issue in a number 
of ways, and providing refuges and accommodation is a very important element of that work�

As the Deputy is aware and has mentioned, I am currently leading work on a new whole-of-
government strategy to combat domestic, sexual and gender-based violence� This new plan will 
have a particular focus and emphasis on prevention and ensuring victims are better supported�  
It is my intention to publish the final strategy and accompanying action plan as soon as possible 
in the coming weeks�

The Minister, Deputy O’Gorman, and I also commissioned an independent audit of how 
responsibility for domestic, sexual and gender-based violence is segmented across Govern-
ment�  On foot of this, it has been agreed that my Department will assume that responsibility, 
as the Deputy has mentioned, for services for victims of domestic, sexual and gender-based 
violence as well as the policy responsibility and overall cross-departmental or Government co-
ordination of implementation�  A detailed plan setting out how this will work is in preparation 
and will be outlined as part of the strategy launch�

On the specific issue of refuge spaces, in February, the Minister, Deputy O’Gorman, and I 
published the review by Tusla.  We set out in Tusla’s report the focus on the accommodation for 
victims of domestic violence�  It highlighted the gaps that exist in the coverage, the inadequate 
provision of services for safe accommodation, including refuges, and what we need to do to 
meet that population need�  It recommended an approach to address this with the immediate, 
medium and the long-term action required and it has a list of priority areas where additional 
services would address much of the most immediate initial need�

While the review says a minimum of between 50 and 60 new refuge places are needed as 
a priority, we did a further analysis and identified 82 refuge spaces where this would have the 
most impact if prioritised, that is, additional to the spaces set out in the report but also including 
a number of other areas�  I have asked my Department, in addition to those areas, to include as 
part of that a number of other counties, including the county represented by the Deputy�  I will 
return to the Deputy with a further response as to where we are at in this work�

29/03/2022NN00500Deputy Martin Kenny: I thank the Minister very much for her response.  We understand 
this is an issue that is not just about the spaces, the bed and the roof over a person’s head, or a 
family in many cases.  It is more than just a woman who has to find refuge because it is often 
also her children�  It is also about the services around them and ensuring there is both adequate 
space for them to recover from the trauma they have gone through and somewhere for them to 
move on to�  There is all of that together with issues for local authorities and housing, Tusla and 
social services�  It is an across-the-board issue�
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We are also dealing with another issue.  I have been on the phone already today talking 
about people coming from Ukraine and trying to find spaces for them because they are also 
in an emergency situation.  We also have people in Ireland who are homeless and we have a 
homelessness crisis.  We have all of these factors bearing down on us but we cannot, at the same 
time, lose sight of the issue in question because it is one that affects so many people every day.

I did not get from the Minister an indication of what progress has been made�  I understand 
what plans have been made and that the review has been done�  I also know the needs are being 
identified, but what concrete progress has been made to provide spaces and services?

29/03/2022NN00600Deputy Helen McEntee: I set out in my initial answer to highlight, as the Deputy has said, 
how complex the area is and that it is not just about refuge spaces�  There are many other ele-
ments to it and the strategy is a very significant part of that.  I appreciate the accommodation 
piece is very significant.  I assure the Deputy and others that while we are dealing with a great 
crisis in Ukraine, we are certainly not taking our eyes off this.  It is a very significant priority 
for me and will continue to be so�

The locations we have identified, from the 82 to the additional counties, have been chosen 
on the basis of required proximity to a refuge as well as the need for the spaces per head of 
population.  They represent areas where there is the most significant underprovision.

We now have a high-level interdepartmental group looking at the current system for the 
provision of refuge spaces and identifying the changes that can be made to the system to try to 
deliver the additional spaces in the short term, which is the 82 plus the initial counties� It is also 
looking at the lifetime of the next strategy, which will be in a number of years and beyond that, 
which will be more like a ten-year plan, and which will bring us to the Istanbul Convention�

My intention is that the timelines for delivery of these places would be set out in those three 
phases�  They will be outlined in the third national strategy, and the detail as to how that is go-
ing to be done will be set out in the strategy�  The progress we are making will all become clear 
when we publish the strategy in a matter of weeks.  We are doing this work through the interde-
partmental group that is bringing together my Department, Tusla, the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  We have already engaged 
with a number of groups that are developing new plans themselves and we are trying to iron out 
where the problems are and how we can improve the overall system and process.  We have had 
a number of meetings and it is going very well�

29/03/2022NN00700Deputy Martin Kenny: I appreciate what the Minister has said, that the strategy will be 
published in a matter of weeks, but we still do not know how to provide, for instance, for a 
woman who may be in crisis in County Leitrim tonight who has no service in that county or in 
any of the counties around her�  That is the reality today�  Is the State proposing to build or buy 
or look at existing Government-owned facilities that can be renovated or used to provide refuge 
spaces?  What is the plan to provide those spaces and the services around them?  I know the 
Minister has mentioned spaces that may be adjacent to existing services�  That is all well and 
good, but there are no services at all in some counties�  That is a key problem that needs to be 
examined�

This is a very significant problem in the larger urban areas in particular.  As we know, ac-
commodation is practically non-existent and many of the voluntary organisations that have 
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done so much in this regard - charities, basically, that go out rattling a bucket to get a few bob 
to do it - depend on finding bed and breakfast accommodation.  They cannot get these facilities 
any more because they are gone.  We have another crisis that has overshadowed all of that, so 
that needs to be recognised�

29/03/2022NN00800Deputy Helen McEntee: We are looking at everything and we have an opportunity essen-
tially to start from scratch, but taking on board the fantastic work that has already been done by 
so many community and voluntary groups and organisations.  Working with Tusla, we have an 
opportunity to look at the structure and system, see where it works and where it does not, how 
we can improve it, where we need to step in as a Government, how we do that, and how we 
ensure we have it done in a planned way so that, when we are developing new refuge accom-
modation, we have all the ancillary supports and resources people need and the spaces are fit for 
purpose�  Many of the refuges are in old buildings that are not necessarily built for this purpose�

We have to look at how we can improve and expand on the existing refuge accommodation 
but also how we also start from scratch�  A great deal of work has been done in many counties 
and areas by councils, community groups, local representatives and many others.  We will link 
in with those people and groups through this interdepartmental group to see how we get this 
process moving again�  I appreciate people want to know immediately what it is going to look 
like in each area, especially where there is no accommodation at the moment, and that will be 
made clear in a matter of weeks� 

What is also important is that we will have funding allocated, not just for this year but be-
yond that.  We need to ensure that funding because it is going to take a number of years to build 
this accommodation�  The Tusla report set out three years for the initial 56 spaces, which we are 
now expanding to 82, with additional counties being covered�  A great deal of work is in train 
and I reassure the Deputy that this is a priority�

29/03/2022NN00900Drug Dealing

29/03/2022NN0100072� Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice if the latest information 
available to her Department confirms that drug use throughout the State is at an all-time high; 
the steps being taken by her Department to address the deepening crisis; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter� [16675/22]

29/03/2022NN01100Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The latest information available to the Minister’s Depart-
ment confirms that drug use throughout the State is at an all-time high.  What steps are being 
taken by the Department to address the deepening crisis, and will the Minister make a statement 
on the matter?  I am shocked to see the extent of the use of drugs in Ireland in all sectors of 
communities, young, old, male and female�  There are no boundaries�

29/03/2022NN01200Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Deputy for his question�  The Government is acutely 
aware of the sustained and significant damage drug dealing has on communities.  Organised 
criminal activity, including drug dealing, represents a serious threat to community safety and 
to individuals�

As the Deputy will be aware, the Department of Health leads on Government policy in the 
area of drugs, and this policy is guided by the national drugs and alcohol strategy: Reducing 
Harm,Supporting Recovery: A health-led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017-
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2025�  This strategy represents a whole-of-government response to drug and alcohol use in Ire-
land�  Implementation is led by my colleague, the Minister of State at the Department of Health, 
Deputy Feighan, and encompasses actions for all stakeholders, including An Garda Síochána 
and my Department�

The Government’s strategic approach is health-led, to try to reduce demand while balanc-
ing this with reducing access to illegal drugs�  It also aims to reduce the numbers criminalised 
for the possession of drugs for personal use, diverting these people to health and diversion 
treatments to address their habits and behaviours.  While the strategy aims to support the most 
vulnerable people who use drugs, it is also matched with strong enforcement measures across 
government to tackle the supply of illegal drugs�  I share the Garda Commissioner’s and the 
Deputy’s concern about the prevalence of illegal drug use, and I am glad sustained action by An 
Garda Síochána to tackle this continued apace throughout the pandemic, resulting in increased 
convictions and ongoing seizures of drugs as well as volumes of firearms, ammunition and cash 
that inevitably accompany this very serious organised criminal activity�

The Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau is having significant success in 
disrupting drug trafficking and the supply of illicit drugs by organised crime groups.  I am 
advised by the Garda authorities that, in 2021, the bureau seized almost €64 million worth of 
illicit drugs and more than €5.6 million in cash, a significant increase from 2019 when more 
than €21 million, still a significant amount, worth of illicit drugs and in excess of €2.5 million 
in cash was seized�  The bureau’s work is supported by divisional drugs units nationwide and by 
all gardaí working in local communities�  The bureau also works closely and productively with 
international law enforcement partners, which is important�  Gardaí continue to work closely 
with local authorities, the HSE, NGOs, community groups and other State agencies to tackle the 
problems of drug addiction and abuse�  It is an ongoing issue and it requires sustained ongoing 
support from An Garda Síochána�

29/03/2022OO00200Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The Minister says in Justice Plan 2022 that she wants to 
make a real difference in people’s lives.  More gardaí on the beat would make a real difference 
in rural communities.  Does the Minister realise the Garda station in Newcastle West closed 
down three years ago to move to a temporary station?  The divisional headquarters takes in 
the greater proportion of County Limerick, but the new Garda station has not even been com-
menced�  Askeaton Garda station is only open for administrative use�  How can we be serious 
about a Garda division in our area and for Newcastle West, given its population and that of the 
surrounding district?  We do not even have a Garda headquarters.  It was closed down three 
years ago to build a state-of-the-art new Garda station that has not yet commenced�  How can 
I take it seriously that the Minister and the Department want to help me tackle drug crime in 
County Limerick, if they have not even given me the divisional Garda station?  It has not even 
been commenced three years after closing down the old Garda station�

29/03/2022OO00300Deputy Helen McEntee: First, in terms of Garda numbers, there has been an increase 
across every county in the country, and Limerick is no different.  The number of members of all 
ranks assigned to the Limerick division is 596, which is a 7�6% increase since 2015�  As well as 
that, the number of Garda staff has increased from 51 to 78, which is an increase of 52%.  That 
obviously allows more gardaí to be out on the beat�  Yes, it is important to have that physical 
building.  We have a capital plan that I am working on at present with the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the Garda Commissioner�  However, it is not just about buildings 
but making sure we have gardaí out on the ground�  It is also about making sure we have the 
right policies and legislation in place�
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The Deputy mentioned the justice plan�  In view of organised crime, its connection with 
drugs and the people who are now being dragged into this, there are a number of actions in 
that plan�  There is a plan to criminalise those who groom younger people�  This is legislation 
I brought forward last year and we are working on it at present.  We have a plan to make sure 
there are life sentences for those who attempt murder but are not successful�  There are a num-
ber of other legislative measures and policy reforms to try to deal with the substance of this, 
separate to the police numbers, the equipment, the supports and the resources the Garda has as 
well�

29/03/2022OO00400Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Some 596 gardaí were allocated to Limerick�  Of those, 92 
were superintendents, detectives and sergeants�  There are 7,596 uniformed gardaí in the coun-
try out of 8,539, if one removes the detectives from that.  Will the Minister explain why Dublin, 
with a population of 1.4 million, takes 44% of the new recruits?  When there is a population of 
more than 5 million in Ireland, that is not proportionate for the area�  How does the Minister 
expect us to police our counties when 44% of gardaí are deployed in Dublin?  Going by popula-
tion, outside that 1�4 million, that leaves 3�6 million people with 56% of the gardaí deployed�  
Even though some of the Garda stations might cover districts of more than 40 square miles, 
most of the gardaí are deployed to Dublin�

29/03/2022OO00500Deputy Helen McEntee: The Deputy will appreciate that the deployment of gardaí and 
resources and how they are deployed are a matter for the Garda Commissioner�  As Minister 
for Justice, I must make sure the resources are available and that gardaí are coming out of 
Templemore�  As I mentioned earlier, more than 10,000 people have applied to the recent Garda 
recruitment campaign�  That is very welcome�  The more of them who come out on the beat as 
quickly as possible, the more they can be spread throughout the country and not just into areas 
of high density and high population, given the Deputy’s reference to Dublin�

We can do a number of things to try to deal with not just the issue of drugs but also so much 
that is connected to it, such as criminality, gangs, younger people being dragged into that and 
the impact it has on our communities�  Another way we are trying to deal with that is the com-
munity safety partnership, which is being rolled out in three pilot areas�  That will come with a 
fund, money that is coming specifically from seizures of drugs and other things by the Garda.  
This funding will be available to communities to be able to implement schemes in their towns 
and villages to try to keep them safe�  It is about the Garda working with all the State agencies 
and working with communities to make sure the supports and resources that suit their needs are 
there.  What people need in Limerick might be different from what people need in Meath and 
different again from what people need in other counties.

29/03/2022OO00600Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions

29/03/2022OO00700Asylum Seekers

29/03/2022OO0075073� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice her plans to reform the asylum 
process for refugees from countries other than Ukraine; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter� [16252/22]

29/03/2022OO00800Deputy Paul Murphy: There is a massive sense of solidarity among ordinary people with 
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the Ukrainian refugees, who have had no choice but to flee their country and arrive in countries 
such as Ireland�  There is also massive support for the idea that the State must do everything 
possible to support those people�  The question is whether the refugee process will be reformed 
now so all refugees coming to Ireland receive the same sort of welcome and support, regardless 
of which country and war they are fleeing and of the colour of their skin.

29/03/2022OO00900Deputy James Browne: When mass displacements of people have occurred as a result of 
violence and conflict in countries such as Syria and Afghanistan, safety and shelter for people 
forced to flee has largely been provided to them by their closest neighbours.  Most people want 
to return to their homes as soon as it is safe to do so�  That is human nature�  Staying nearby 
helps them to feel closer to that goal.  It is the same for the people fleeing Ukraine who are 
clearly strongly patriotic people�  This time, however, we in Europe are their closest neighbours�  
We are stepping up to support them in the same way Jordan, Lebanon and other countries have 
for their neighbours�

The Ukrainian people want to be as close to their homes as the war will allow�  For this 
reason, the EU has, for the first time in its history, activated the temporary protection directive.  
This does not replace the international protection system�  Any non-EU citizen can still apply 
for international protection in any EU member state, including Ireland�  The application will be 
processed under the established international and EU asylum law�  However, it provides an al-
ternative system designed to be immediately responsive to an unprecedented volume of people 
in need of temporary protection on Europe’s borders, in a way that supports their wish to return 
to their homes as soon as it is safe to do so�

People in need of international protection are generally seeking protection from the actions 
of state authorities in their home country�  It may never be safe for them to return home�  The 
situation in Ukraine is different.  The displacement of millions of people is driven by the ac-
tions of a foreign aggressor.  However, people who have fled Ukraine, or any other country, in 
genuine search of safety and support will find them in Ireland.  Assistance will also be provided 
to people who were legally residing in Ukraine without a permanent residence permit to return 
to their home country, if it is safe for them to do so�

I can assure the Deputy that my Department continues to work to improve the international 
protection process and to reduce processing times, in line with the recommendations made by 
the expert advisory group, led by Dr� Catherine Day, and the commitments in the Government’s 
White Paper, insofar as possible and bearing in mind that the number of people claiming inter-
national protection has increased significantly in recent months.

29/03/2022OO01000Deputy Paul Murphy: I welcome the processes put in place to assist Ukrainian refugees 
find accommodation, get a personal public services, PPS, number, access education and health-
care and avail of banking services�  They also gain permission to work in Ireland and to access 
translation services�  The processes and hubs that have been put in place are precisely what are 
necessary for people who are fleeing a war situation to help them find security and safety while 
they deal with the trauma of their experiences and their flight to safety.

The point is that all refugees need this type of support�  Discrimination on the basis of neigh-
bourhood, which is the same language the Tánaiste used, is completely immoral�  The Minister 
of State is saying people fleeing from Ukraine should be treated differently from people fleeing 
from Libya, Syria and Afghanistan on the basis of neighbourhood�  That is horrendous�  These 
people have all sorts of difficulties.  There are delays in issuing temporary residence cards for 
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international protection�  Applicants are unable to get PPS numbers�  They are unable to access 
schools and medical cards�  This is without even speaking about direct provision�  How is this 
moral?  How can the Government stand over it?  Surely this needs to be the end of the old sys-
tem whereby we now treat all refugees in a decent and humane way�

29/03/2022PP00200Deputy James Browne: As I set out, an alternative system has been put in place by the 
European Union under the temporary protection directive�  This applies to everybody leaving 
Ukraine�  They can now come to the European Union for this protection�  People can come to 
Ireland for protection when they need it�  They can apply under the international protection 
system in this country�  Those supports are being put in place�

An end-to-end review of the relevant international protection processes by a multidisci-
plinary team from the Department has been completed and published�  By October at the latest, 
the Department will carry out a review of the progress made on reducing and improving pro-
cessing times.  We have also introduced a regularisation scheme, as the Deputy is very much 
aware.  With regard to the international protection system in Ireland, significant progress has 
been made on implementing the report by Catherine Day and other supports�  In particular 
with regard to Ukraine, the temporary protection directive has been instigated by the European 
Union�

29/03/2022PP00300Deputy Paul Murphy: The Minister of State is saying Ukrainian refugees who come here 
will not have to go into direct provision�  They will be given hubs, PPS numbers and education 
assistance�  These are all the things a refugee needs�  It is great�  It is brilliant�  It is what we 
need for Ukrainian refugees�  At the same time, the Government will continue to say people 
who come from Syria, Libya or wherever else will go into direct provision�  There are more than 
6,000 people in direct provision now, including almost 2,000 children�  It is a system that takes 
away people’s dignity�  It makes people feel worthless�  Mr� Bulelani Mfaco of MASI has said 
it is a system with an increasing number of complaints�  That people go into direct provision 
because they are not from our neighbourhood is a racist policy�  It is racism to say this coun-
try is near us�  Ukraine is 3,000 km away�  Syria is 4,000 km away�  Is this really the basis on 
which the decision is being made?  No, it is a racist decision to continue with direct provision 
for some while for others the Government does the right thing in terms of treating people in a 
humane way�

29/03/2022PP00400Deputy James Browne: The Government and the Department have introduced a number 
of very important reforms in the international protection system.  We were the only country to 
introduce a bespoke protection system to be able to bring Afghans to Ireland.  We now have a 
regularisation scheme which is the most generous regularisation scheme of any country in Eu-
rope�  The Government and the Department have not been found wanting in putting the supports 
in place and in implementing the report of Catherine Day as quickly as possible�

With regard to Ukrainians, the European Union implemented its temporary protection direc-
tive�  This is why Ukrainians coming to Ireland or anywhere in the European Union have been 
given automatic rights on a temporary basis.  When the time comes, and the war of aggression 
and murder by Putin comes to an end, those Ukrainians will want to, and will be able to, go 
home to rebuild their country�
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29/03/2022PP00450Domestic Violence

29/03/2022PP0050074� Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice the actions she 
will take to support the establishment of a women’s refuge in County Carlow; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter� [16234/22]

29/03/2022PP00600Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I will speak on this question on behalf of my colleague, Deputy 
Murnane O’Connor�  The question relates to support for the establishment of a women’s refuge 
in Carlow�  Carlow’s refuge was deemed a priority by Tusla in its emergency accommodation 
review in February�  The review supports an inter-agency approach to the planning and delivery 
of accommodation for victims of domestic violence�  The question relates to what has been 
done by the Department to provide refuges in the counties that do not have a refuge at present�  
When will we see results from the work?

29/03/2022PP00700Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  I am very much aware 
that Deputy Murnane O’Connor is very passionate about making sure her county and the com-
munity she works with has a refuge and accommodation for women and their families who are 
fleeing violence and instances of domestic abuse.  A number of streams of work are under way 
at present�  As I have outlined previously, we are working to publish in the coming weeks the 
third national strategy on domestic, sexual and gender-based violence.  While there is a whole-
of-government approach, a key element will be the provision of domestic violence refuge ac-
commodation�

Specifically on this issue, we are building on the recently published Tusla report the Deputy 
mentioned�  An agreement was reached between the Department and the Department with re-
sponsibility for children that the delivery and development of services and refuge accommoda-
tion would move under the aegis of the Department of Justice.  We will have responsibility for 
the overall strategy and the delivery of policy and refuge accommodation�  In recent weeks, 
since that report was published, there has been engagement with the community and voluntary 
sector�

We have established an interdepartmental high-level group, as the Deputy has mentioned.  It 
is bringing together the Department of Justice, the Department with responsibility for children, 
Tusla, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department with respon-
sibility for housing.  We are looking at the existing structure, how refuge accommodation is 
delivered, the type of funding available, where the challenges are and how we can improve the 
structure and system�  As part of this I anticipate that in the coming weeks the interdepartmental 
group will engage not only on the 56 spaces and areas identified in the Tusla review but also on 
an increase to 82 spaces with two additional counties�

Our long-term vision as well as this specific focus in the short term will be set out clearly 
in the coming weeks when we publish the action plan and the third national strategy�  All of 
this needs to be taken together.  While it is about refuge accommodation and providing initial 
support, it is also about all of the other elements, including education and making sure there is 
a whole-of-society response�  Every Department has a role to play�  The response from every 
Department in this regard has been very good to date.  I anticipate we will have a significant 
number of actions in the strategy that will relate not only to the justice sector but also to many 
other areas�

29/03/2022PP00800Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I welcome the reply of the Minister�  Many issues need to be ad-
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dressed�  Some of them are easier than others�  Domestic violence support services and places 
of refuge must be easily accessible.  At present there is no phone line or office for help during 
weekends and after hours�  As the Minister knows, domestic violence does not only happen 
between 9 a�m� and 5 p�m�  Often it happens at other times of the day and night�  In many cases 
it happens at weekends and at night�  Is there a plan to establish an on-call service and wrap-
around services such as those of the local authority when emergency accommodation is full?  
In Carlow there are two family emergency units�  Due to Covid, only one is operational�  It is 
nearly always full.  There is nowhere for women fleeing violence.  They often have to return to 
the same situation.  What immediate action will be taken in Carlow to deal with these massive 
gaps in the services?

29/03/2022PP00900Deputy Helen McEntee: Initially we need to engage with the groups working on the ground 
in Carlow that are ready to go with progressing and opening up a new refuge and new accom-
modation�  I said a decision had been taken to bring services to the Department�  A decision was 
subsequently taken to establish an agency that will be responsible for the delivery of services�  
This agency will work very closely with the community and voluntary sector, many bodies in 
which are already delivering services on the ground�  The work being done by the interdepart-
mental and inter-agency group will transfer to the agency�  It will take time to establish it as 
we will have to put it on a statutory footing�  The agency will be responsible for the delivery 
of service, making sure that the required actions set out in the Tusla review are taken and ad-
dressing the gaps that exist, including in Deputy Murnane O’Connor’s county�  It will also be 
responsible for ensuring that delivery of service is uniform so that, no matter where they are in 
the county, people seeking help will get it and people seeking accommodation will have it made 
available to them, along with the ancillary supports people need�  It is not just about putting a 
roof over people’s heads but about psychological support, supporting their children and helping 
them move on�  The agency will play a key role in that regard�

29/03/2022QQ00200Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I thank the Minister�  As she will be aware and has recognised, 
Deputy Murnane O’Connor has been deeply involved in bringing stakeholders together and has 
engaged with such stakeholders, including victims and the local authority�  However, they have 
not yet received any contact from the Department.  A site has been identified for refurbishment 
and another has been identified for purchase.  Again, there has been very little progress even in 
assessing the sites.  What is going to happen on that?  Does the Minister agree that it is often im-
portant to consider child protection measures once a family arrives in accommodation?  Proper 
facilities are absolutely vital to make sure that people are starting again rather than just getting 
a hostel bed.  Many people seeking refuge also need help finding a job, securing childcare and 
so on.  Will the wraparound services be provided?

29/03/2022QQ00300Deputy Helen McEntee: I reassure Deputy Ó Cuív and Deputy Murnane O’Connor that 
there will be engagement from the interdepartmental group soon�  It is working to identify how 
we can improve the overall process�  There will then be engagement with county councils and 
those already working on the ground�  It is really important that Tusla remain deeply involved 
in this process.  While the delivery of service is moving from Tusla to this new agency, Tusla 
will still have a very significant role and part to play.  That is why it is represented on the inter-
agency group.  As Deputy Ó Cuív has mentioned, many women who are fleeing - and it is 
mainly women - come with children and support must be provided for those children�  The issue 
of the wraparound supports and services must also be addressed�  There is a body of work to be 
done�  It is not just about looking at the physical built accommodation, the roof over people’s 
heads.  We must also consider how these people can actually get on with their lives, move on 
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and access other accommodation, and what supports their children might need because this is 
obviously a very traumatic experience for children�  In the third national strategy, there is a 
greater focus on children than there has ever been before�  This is an acknowledgment that this 
issue has huge implications for children�  I thank the Deputy for his questions�

29/03/2022QQ00350Crime Prevention

29/03/2022QQ0040075� Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which car thefts are 
a growing problem; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16087/22]

29/03/2022QQ00500Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: Táim ag tógáil na ceiste seo ar son an Teachta Haughey�  To 
what extent is car theft a growing problem right across the country and particularly in my con-
stituency on the north side of Cork city?

29/03/2022QQ00600Deputy James Browne: I thank the Deputy, who consistently raises issues with regard 
to the protection and safety of his constituency of Cork North-Central�  The budget provided 
by Government to the Garda Commissioner has increased to unprecedented levels with more 
than €2 billion allocated this year, including funding for the recruitment of up to 800 additional 
Garda trainees and up to 400 Garda staff.  This is a significant investment and demonstrates 
the Government’s commitment to increasing the Garda workforce to enable the organisation 
to keep our communities safe�  To this end, the Deputy will be aware that a Garda recruitment 
campaign closed earlier this month and I am delighted to note that there was strong interest with 
over 10,000 applications received�

As the Deputy may be aware, the Central Statistics Office publishes reported crime figures 
under reservation on a quarterly basis.  These figures include the category of theft or taking 
of a vehicle and related offences and indicate that the lowest annual volumes of car theft in 
over a decade were reported nationwide during 2020 and 2021�  I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that, following the lifting of pandemic restrictions this year, there has been a return 
to a more normal level of reported offences.  The figures to date are akin to those from 2019 in 
many areas�

The Garda Commissioner is responsible for the organisation’s approaches to preventing and 
investigating criminal activity�  I am advised that local Garda management continues to monitor 
trends in crime, including incidents of unauthorised taking of vehicles, across divisions�  I un-
derstand that, when specific crime trends or patterns are identified, local management considers 
additional measures outside of normal policing responses including location-specific patrols, 
intelligence-led operations and searches and arrests to combat known individuals involved in 
such crimes�  As the Deputy will appreciate, these measures are best implemented on a local 
basis and this is an operational decision for the Garda�

I am also advised that there is ongoing co-operation between detective and uniformed units 
to combat the recent escalation in crimes and that both high visibility and covert patrols are 
proactively being conducted�  Furthermore, the Garda Síochána analysis service assists with 
data analysis to monitor crime trends�

29/03/2022QQ00700Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: It needs to be acknowledged that the Garda Commissioner 
does have a budget of more than €2 billion at his disposal now�  In addition to that, the 1,200 
new trainees and staff members are most welcome and will obviously help to battle crime 
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generally right across the country.  On the specific question of car theft, approximately 10,000 
vehicles are either stolen or broken into a year.  The equivalent estimated figure in the UK is 
approximately 110,000�  Cars being broken into is therefore quite a prevalent problem�

In his response, the Minister of State indicated that there had been a lull during the period 
of the Covid pandemic and that the figures are now returning to their pre-pandemic levels.  It is 
unfortunate that, despite all of the investment and the record budget of more than €2 billion, we 
are now returning to those figures.  I welcome Operation Joyrider and the “Park Smart” cam-
paign with regard to securing vehicles but I would appreciate it if the Minister of State would 
give me access to the numbers�

29/03/2022QQ00800Deputy James Browne: I can tell the Deputy that there was a significant drop in the num-
ber of reported incidents of car theft nationally from 2015 to 2016 with the number of reported 
offences dropping by 29%.  Numbers then remained quite stable until the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic�  During the pandemic, the number of reported cases dropped by a further 21% in 
2020 compared with the 2019 figure.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number 
of car thefts in many areas to date in 2022 has reflected the level seen in 2019.  However, it is 
important to note that the levels seen in these years immediately prior to the pandemic were 
themselves significantly lower than those seen as recently as 2015.  The number of instances of 
the theft or taking of a vehicle or related offences in 2019 was 6,450.  By 2017, this figure had 
dropped to 4,594.  In 2018 and 2019, the figures were slightly over the 4,700 mark but the figure 
dropped considerably in 2020 during the pandemic when it was a little easier to identify people 
who were out and about and engaged in nefarious carry-on�

29/03/2022QQ00900Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: Gabhaim buíochas arís leis an Aire Stáit�  The real motiva-
tion behind putting down this question was not just to get a picture of the number of vehicles 
stolen because the vast majority, something like 80%, of stolen vehicles are recovered within 48 
hours�  The motivation was also to get a picture of the number of vehicles that are just broken 
into or from which people’s possessions are stolen.  Whether the cars in question are parked 
overnight or outside of churches or cemeteries or whatever the case may be, a litany of offences 
are occurring right across the country�  I know Deputy Haughey initially tabled this question but 
I again ask whether the Minister of State could give me figures specific to the Cork city division 
later or whenever he gets an opportunity�  I would appreciate that�  I would also appreciate it if 
any such figures including details of the number of catalytic convertors stolen from vehicles.  
Is it the Minister of State’s intention to develop any national co-ordinated plan or strategy to 
combat this scourge?

29/03/2022QQ01000Deputy James Browne: I thank the Deputy very much.  I will certainly get figures on the 
number of car thefts in north Cork city for the Deputy.  With regard to tackling the issue of the 
theft of catalytic convertors, we are very conscious of the impact such thefts from car owners 
have.  It seems to be a particularly prevalent issue for the owners of specific types of hybrid 
vehicles�  Perhaps such cars are a little bit vulnerable to having their catalytic convertors stolen�  
Such thefts are, of course, related to the current high market price of the metal palladium�  I 
assure the Deputy that a very robust and co-ordinated approach is taken in addressing all types 
of theft in this country and particularly the theft of vehicles.  I will get those specific figures for 
the Deputy�
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29/03/2022QQ01050Closed-Circuit Television Systems

29/03/2022QQ0110076� Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Justice if she will prioritise the enactment of 
legislation around CCTV schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16063/22]

29/03/2022QQ01200Deputy Joe Carey: Will the Minister for Justice prioritise the enactment of legislation on 
CCTV schemes and make a statement on the matter?  I tabled this question in the absence of 
legislation to enable local authorities to erect CCTV cameras as a tool to combat illegal dump-
ing�  This is an issue that has been raised with me on numerous occasions by councillors and 
local authority officials in Clare.  It needs to be resolved.

29/03/2022RR00200Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Deputy for the question�  I am acutely conscious that 
the roll-out of community CCTV schemes across the country has benefited many communi-
ties, helping people to feel safer in their local areas�  It ensures people are safe and supports 
the Garda in its work�  It also supports local authorities, particularly in trying to address illegal 
dumping�  A number of Bills are being progressed to try to ensure we have the most robust 
programmes in place.  We have encouraged local authorities to establish these schemes and to 
work closely with the Garda�

The Garda Síochána (digital recording) Bill updates the technology including body-worn 
cameras, automatic number plate recognition and CCTV�  I anticipate this legislation will be 
enacted by the Oireachtas this year�  As part of the proposed Bill, it is intended to repeal sec-
tion 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and to replace it with new CCTV provisions�  This will 
deliver on the programme for Government commitment to enhance the use of CCTV to help 
prevent crime and prosecute those involved in criminal activity�

I have secured Government agreement for the general scheme of the Garda Síochána (digi-
tal recording) Bill.  The general scheme was sent to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for 
formal drafting, which is continuing�  I hope to enact this legislation as a priority later this year�

As the Deputy may be aware, a number of issues have arisen relating to GDPR, legislation 
which was introduced at a European level and which supersedes the 2005 Act�  It is important 
to have new legislation to iron out any of the issues that have arisen between local authorities 
and the Garda�

The issue relating to illegal dumping is covered in a second Bill, the Circular Economy Bill, 
which is being progressed by the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications 
and which was published last Friday�  This legislation will support local authorities to put in 
place CCTV schemes specifically targeting those involved in illegal dumping.

29/03/2022RR00300Deputy Joe Carey: I welcome the progress that has been made on the legislation that has 
been drafted�  I look forward to that legislation coming through the House�  It is incredible that 
local authorities cannot put up cameras and that the footage they secure cannot be used to suc-
cessfully bring these people to justice�  This issue was communicated to local authorities by the 
Data Protection Commissioner, which was unwelcome�  In some areas, local authorities were 
forced to take down cameras�  This is ridiculous and I look forward to legislation being enacted�  
When does the Minister expect this legislation to be enacted?

29/03/2022RR00400Deputy Helen McEntee: I hope my legislation will be enacted this year�  That will ensure 
that the GDPR issues are addressed�  It will set out in a clearer way the role An Garda Síochána 
and the local authorities have in community CCTV�  In some areas there has been a reluctance 
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to take on these schemes because of the uncertainty in the local authorities and An Garda Sío-
chána�  The Circular Economy Bill was published last Friday and it may take a little longer to 
move through the Houses.  We need to ensure we get the right balance.  While CCTV has a 
really important role to play in supporting the Garda in its role in helping to identify and deter 
criminals, it is important to ensure that we keep our communities not just safe but also clean�  
Obviously, illegal dumping in towns and villages as well as in our rural communities is very 
detrimental environmentally, particularly to various species of animal wildlife and it also im-
pacts our rivers.  There are a number of benefits to community CCTV and that is why these Bills 
are being progressed as a matter of priority�

29/03/2022RR00500Gangland Crime

29/03/2022RR0060077� Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice if she will provide a detailed 
update on the progress made on implementing the recommendations of the scoping report into 
community safety and well-being in Drogheda; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16068/22]

29/03/2022RR00700Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: Following the appalling murder of Keane Mulready-Woods in 
Drogheda in January 2020, the Government responded immediately with additional 30 gardaí 
for Drogheda�  Under Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan, enormous progress has been made 
in bringing people to justice�  At the same time, a report was commissioned to improve commu-
nity well-being through action and investment in areas of poverty and particularly where drug 
abuse is prevalent in our town�  I ask the Minister to give an update on the 73 recommendations 
contained in that report�

29/03/2022RR00800Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Deputy for raising the issue�  I acknowledge his con-
tribution and commitment to the implementation of this strategy�  I also acknowledge the com-
munity in Drogheda�  As the Deputy will be aware, the implementation of the recommendations 
of the report are key actions in my Department’s justice plan, which was published this week�

I am grateful to the former director of the Probation Service, Mr� Vivian Geiran, who made 
over 70 recommendations in his scoping report on short- and long-term responses to challenges 
the community in Drogheda faces.  While some issues have been ongoing for some time, this 
obviously came to a head with the murder of Keane Mulready-Woods.  These include measures 
relating to crime prevention, youth services, drug addiction, education, infrastructure, commu-
nity development and much more�  This requires a whole-of-society response, involving Gov-
ernment, State agencies and the local community�  The recommendations highlight the need 
for improved inter-agency co-operation in the administration and delivery of State services in 
Drogheda, as well as the need to provide additional resources and services in certain areas�

In July of last year, the Minister, Deputy Humphreys, who was standing in as Minister for 
Justice, obtained Government approval for an implementation plan for the report�  The Govern-
ment also committed to a special focus on Drogheda, including Departments and State agencies 
prioritising necessary funding applications for projects related to the Drogheda implementation 
plan�

There have already been some very positive actions arising from the plan�  The Department 
of Education has provided supports to the three schools identified in the report and my Depart-
ment has provided further funding to the Red Door Project to ensure the continued provision 
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of its important services�  Funding has also been committed to the Moneymore consortium to 
support its planning work for the proposed development of a community hub facility and to the 
Moneymore childcare centre to ensure the continuation of the essential meal service it provides 
to children.  We have also secured a further €250,000 in dormant accounts funding for contin-
ued implementation of targeted crime prevention and harm reduction measures in Drogheda in 
2022�

29/03/2022RR00900Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: The proactive focus and innovative listening approach of the 
Minister and the Department of Justice are very welcome in Drogheda�  She has made personal 
visits to meet community activists and officials from different State bodies and local govern-
ment�  There is credibility in the Government’s response, which is working�  Michael Keogh, 
the chairman of the implementation board, Martin O’Brien of the Louth and Meath Education 
and Training Board and Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan are doing fantastic work�

An issue has arisen with one of the recommendations�  The Garda Commissioner has agreed 
to review the Garda subdistrict boundary line between Drogheda and Laytown�  I acknowledge 
that is a reserved function of the Garda Commissioner.  Would it be possible to get an update 
from him on the progress on that to date?

29/03/2022RR01000Deputy Helen McEntee: I also acknowledge the people who are working, not just those 
on the board but also the community members�  If we are to make the progress we need, it is 
important that everybody comes together and works together, as has happened to date�  I thank 
everyone for their co-operation and their collaborative approach�

Resourcing is one element�  The Deputy has rightly mentioned the possible boundary 
change�  I am aware that the Garda Commissioner has engaged with the Deputy and indicated 
that this is the direction he might like to take.  However, it needs to be confirmed and agreed.  I 
am sure that will happen in due course�  I will, of course, ask the Garda Commissioner to update 
the Deputy and his colleagues as quickly as possible as soon as that decision is fully agreed�

While we have implemented a number of the recommendations, we need to continue in the 
same vein�  Obviously, it is not just about the Department of Justice, the Garda Commissioner 
and his team.  As the Deputy mentioned we have seen a significant increase in the Garda pres-
ence in the Louth district in recent years�  However, this is about education, health, community 
and the various different infrastructural projects.  We are working extremely hard with the De-
partments to make sure that issues which have arisen can be resolved�  Obviously, the resources 
that are needed can be provided�

29/03/2022SS00200Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I appreciate that it is not the Minister’s decision�  As I understand 
it, the Garda Commissioner has committed to that review and, as the Minister said, we will get 
a report from him on it�

I want to raise two other two issues�  First, in regard to schools, I welcome the support of the 
Department of Justice in progressing the issue�  There was a recommendation and a belief that 
three schools – St� Brigid’s, St� Patrick’s and St� Joseph’s national schools - would be moved 
from DEIS band 2 to DEIS band 1 but that is under appeal�  I appreciate that this does not come 
under the remit of the Minister for Justice but I would appreciate any help she can give on that�  
She has made progress on it today in terms of an email from her office to help on that.

The second issue relates to the HSE, which carried out a review of addiction services in 
Louth and Meath that was finished in 2020.  Guess what?  It will not give me a copy of the re-
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view and will not publish it.  When I make a freedom of information request, what happens?  It 
will not even answer�  The HSE will not answer a freedom of information request in respect of 
a review of addiction services in Louth and Meath�  That is disgraceful and unacceptable�  It is 
not the Minister’s responsibility, but it is my job to make sure the review is published�  I have 
to raise the matter here in the Dáil.  What is happening is embarrassing, particularly in view of 
the context of the drug problem in the Louth and Meath area�

29/03/2022SS00300Deputy Helen McEntee: As the Deputy said, the two issues he raised relate to various 
other Departments�  At the same time, my Department has taken responsibility for leading in 
the response to and the implementation of this report.  We are engaging on a regular basis with 
the Departments of Education and Health and the HSE, to make sure that we can follow through 
and implement the recommendations that are set out�

In acknowledgement of the specific recommendation around the DEIS status of the schools, 
where further progress and work needs to happen and engagement needs to happen with the 
Department of Education, the fact that additional supports have been provided in the interim 
is an acknowledgement that these resources are needed.  We will continue to engage with the 
Department of Education on that specific recommendation.

On health, what is really important is that we engage with the Department of Health and 
the HSE, and that we specifically look at the recommendations that fall under their remit, and 
specifically look at the needs, the requirements and the wants in this space, and then work col-
laboratively to make sure we can implement them as quickly as possible�

29/03/2022SS00350Office of Public Works

29/03/2022SS0040078� Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn 
to the need to clean and carry out minor repairs to the old courthouse façade in Wicklow town 
(details supplied); her views on whether this work can be prioritised in the coming months to 
coincide with the large investment in the town square; and her views on the proposed return of 
court services to this building� [16082/22]

29/03/2022SS00500Deputy Steven Matthews: I want to ask about Wicklow town courthouse, which is cur-
rently out of use�  It really does need attention and to have remedial work done to it�  It is de-
tracting from the town centre, where there has been a lot of investment�  Is the Minister of State 
aware of the work that is needed there and can he update us on what the long-term plans are for 
the currently unused Wicklow town courthouse?

29/03/2022SS00600Deputy James Browne: I thank the Deputy for raising this important question in regard to 
the Wicklow courthouse.  The National Development Plan 2021-2030, which was approved and 
published by the Government in October 2021, commits to the provision of further new or re-
furbished courthouses in cities and county towns where facilities remain substandard, including 
in Wicklow town.  While the management of the courts, including the provision of accommoda-
tion for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in the 
exercise of its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998, I sought an update on this matter 
and the Courts Service has provided me with the following�

The historic courthouse in Wicklow town has been closed for a number of years for health 
and safety reasons due to the poor state of repair of the annex and interior�  Court sittings and 
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the court office have transferred to Bray.  The Courts Service has acquired additional space ad-
jacent to the courthouse which could facilitate the refurbishment and extension of the building 
to provide a county town standard courthouse�  The timing of the delivery will depend on the 
availability of funding over the remainder of the period of the national development plan�

I understand that Wicklow County Council has asked if the courthouse could be used for 
some other purpose while awaiting refurbishment�  The Courts Service advises me that this is, 
unfortunately, not feasible as it would take considerable investment to make the building safe 
to use for any purpose�  The Courts Service has, however, agreed to allow the council to use the 
adjacent vacated library building, which the Courts Service owns, for community use until such 
time as the refurbishment project commences�  In addition, the Courts Service informs me that a 
meeting was held with the council on 26 January at which it was agreed that the Courts Service 
would request the OPW to assess the building and outline the costs involved in preserving its 
external and aesthetic appearance.  Further to this, the Courts Service has requested the OPW 
to carry out improvement works, such as painting the railings and doors, and other general 
maintenance, such as weeding.  The timing of this is dependent on the OPW’s capacity in the 
locality�  The Courts Service informs me that it is endeavouring to have these works carried out 
as soon as possible�

29/03/2022SS00700Deputy Steven Matthews: That is quite positive news and I am glad to hear it�  I do not 
know if the Minister or the Minister of State are familiar with Wicklow town but there is a beau-
tiful market square which has seen significant investment under the town and village renewal 
scheme and the rural regeneration scheme�  The Ministers, Deputies Humphreys and Darragh 
O’Brien, were there during last summer�  There is just this one southern aspect of the square 
which really lets it down and, unfortunately, that is the courthouse.  We had a look at it and I 
met with the Wicklow town team.  I am not looking for the courthouse to be used for an alterna-
tive purpose, although there would be plenty of community options there�  I am not looking for 
significant refurbishment works to be done on the inside.  It is a simple job just to try to clean it 
up, paint it and maybe give it a little uplighting�  It is that fourth side of the square that is really 
letting it down.  Should I take this up with the OPW to try to ensure that funding and works are 
carried out in a timely manner?

29/03/2022SS00800Deputy James Browne: I again thank the Deputy for his question�  I am familiar with 
Wicklow town, a very beautiful town, so I understand his concern when there is that one build-
ing standing out that needs a little bit of tender care to bring it up to at least looking the part�  
The Deputy should raise the matter with the OPW but he can also continue to bring it up with 
ourselves and we can bring it to the attention of the Courts Service�  It is a matter for the Courts 
Service, working with the OPW, to get those improvement works carried out as soon as pos-
sible�  As I said in the context of painting the railings and doors and other general maintenance, 
such as weeding, this is dependent on the OPW.  In the first instance, the Deputy should contact 
the OPW.  If he has any further concerns, he can raise them with us.

29/03/2022SS00900Deputy Steven Matthews: I thank the Minister of State.  I will take that up with the OPW.  
This issue is incredibly important, in particular when we have dereliction and vacant buildings 
in our towns�  To be fair, the Government has produced some really good policy documents in 
Our Rural Future and Town Centre First, and in many of the aspects of Housing for All.  When 
it is the State that is the owner of the building, I am of the view that we have an extra respon-
sibility to ensure it does not detract visually from the town and that it does not impact visually 
in such a way as to damage the economic benefits to the town.  Going on what the Minister of 
State has said, and I welcome his statement, I will engage further with the OPW.  I look forward 
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to seeing that work carried out in a timely manner�

29/03/2022SS01000Deputy James Browne: I again thank the Deputy for raising this important matter�  Coming 
from a historic town myself, I know the importance of these public buildings and having them 
kept in a presentable manner.  We are very proud of our historical towns and, as the Deputy 
has said, a lot of great work has been carried out with funding from this Government in terms 
of getting those towns looking as well as possible�  In some ways, that means that a couple of 
buildings in our historic towns that are not up to scratch stand out even more�  I ask the Deputy 
to raise the matter with the OPW.  There seem to be positive indications from there.

29/03/2022SS01050An Garda Síochána

29/03/2022SS0110079� Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Justice when it is anticipated that the funding 
from the new community safety fund will be allocated; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter� [16064/22]

29/03/2022SS01200Deputy Joe Carey: I ask the Minister when it is anticipated that the funding from the new 
community safety fund will be allocated and if she will make a statement on the matter�

29/03/2022SS01300Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank Deputy Carey for raising this issue�  As he is aware, bud-
get 2022 provides for the establishment of the new community safety innovation fund, which 
will enable local communities to seek funding for innovative projects which will improve com-
munity safety in their areas�  Community safety is about people being safe but also, as I have 
mentioned a number of times this evening, it is about feeling safe within their communities�  
This goes beyond traditional, high-visibility policing�  The Commission on the Future of Polic-
ing in Ireland report recognised that preventing crime and harm and making our communities 
safer does not rest with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Justice alone, but requires a 
whole-of-government approach�

The new fund will reflect the success of the Criminal Assets Bureau, CAB, and other agen-
cies by using money seized from the proceeds of crime to support investment in community 
safety projects�  The fund, which is expected to grow in the coming years, will have an initial 
outlay of €2 million�  The fund will be open to bodies involved in community safety and will 
support them in addressing local needs and opportunities for innovation not provided for in 
other funds managed by Departments and different agencies.

8 o’clock

Such a fund, I hope, will ensure that the best proposals to improve community safety get 
the funding they need and will encourage the development of innovative ways in which to im-
prove community safety by those people who understand local community safety needs best�  
Additionally, it will allow best practice initiatives on community safety to be shared as new 
proposals get developed�

  Justice Plan 2022 commits to opening a call for funding proposals�  This call will issue 
shortly, seeking applications for community safety projects and similar initiatives from bodies 
involved in community safety, such as the new local community safety partnership pilots, of 
which three are in place in north inner-city Dublin, Waterford and Longford.  We also have the 
Drogheda implementation board and similar entities nationwide�
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  Applications will be assessed against stated criteria outlined in the call for proposals to en-
sure funding is allocated to encourage the development of innovative ways in which to improve 
community safety from those people who understand local community safety needs best�  The 
overall criteria and how this will be applied has been agreed so I hope we will be able to open 
the call in a matter of weeks and ask communities to seek funding� 

29/03/2022TT00200Deputy Joe Carey: I congratulate the Minister on her initiative to set up the fund�  It is 
important that communities can engage in it and make applications�  I know three pilots have 
been set up in Longford, Waterford and north inner-city Dublin.  Local community safety part-
nerships are to be set up throughout Ireland on the back of the pilot schemes.  Will the Minister 
explain the pathway for communities to come forward and make applications?  Is it limited to 
the partnership committees that are to be set up?  Will the Minister give clarity in that regard?

I congratulate the Garda in Clare and Chief Superintendent Sean Colleran for their work, 
particularly over the weekend when €700,000 worth of drugs were found and seized in Ardna-
crusha�  I look forward to cash and other assets of those criminals being brought into this fund�

29/03/2022TT00300Deputy Helen McEntee: I join the Deputy in thanking members of the Garda in Clare 
and other counties for the work they do in seizing these types of criminal assets from criminal 
gangs�  It has been raised time and time again by the Deputy and many of our colleagues that 
it would be important to communities to see the assets going directly back into communities 
which are negatively impacted by these gangs�  The fund will be available to all communities�

I anticipate and hope in coming years when we go beyond the three pilots and every county 
and area has a community safety partnership that it is not just about the structures, but about 
bringing together the Garda, local communities, education, Tusla and local services.  When 
they set out a plan and identify what they want for their area, I anticipate there will be a fund to 
tap into to develop new programmes�  The fund is not meant to replace existing streams but to 
identify new ways to support communities�  The fund is open to everybody for now and I an-
ticipate in years to come each community partnership will be able to apply directly to the fund�

29/03/2022TT00400Deputy Joe Carey: Criminal gangs and their activities in drugs and organised crime are a 
blight on society and are having an impact throughout Ireland around the larger cities and spill-
ing over into rural Ireland�  I welcome the establishment of this fund�  The Minister is right that 
communities need to see this money spent in their communities in order that they can feel safe�  
When will the pilot projects conclude?  When does the Minister envisage that the partnerships 
will be established in County Clare and other counties?

29/03/2022TT00500Deputy Helen McEntee: The intention is that the pilots will run for two years�  That is to 
allow the communities to come together to set up community safety partnerships, to put a plan 
in place and embed that plan�  That is well under way�

I visited Longford recently, where they are on target to have a plan in place�  They have en-
gaged with members of the community, from Comhairle na nÓg to the local women’s support 
network to education, schools and everybody else�

A huge amount of work is under way to ensure the three pilots are up and running, have their 
plans in place and that there is time to see the plans implemented and bedded in�  Once the pilots 
are finished, we hope to expand the initiative into all other counties.  While it might take time 
for the pilots to run their course, it is important in relation to this fund that all communities have 
opportunities to access this type of money and to come up with or identify innovative ways to 
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keep their community safe prior to the community safety partnerships being progressed�  

29/03/2022TT00550An Garda Síochána

29/03/2022TT0060080� Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice the way that policing in rural ar-
eas is being strengthened; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16201/22]

29/03/2022TT00700Deputy Dara Calleary: Tá mé ag iarraidh a fháil amach cad é plean an Rialtais le haghaidh 
cúrsaí póilíneachta faoin tuath�  I want to discuss rural policing plans as we move out of the pan-
demic towards much more activity in areas that have not seen such for two years�  I also want 
to address what seems a theme of the evening, namely, the fears in rural communities around 
policing at this stage�

29/03/2022TT00800Deputy James Browne: I thank the Deputy for raising the important matter of policing in 
rural areas and how it is being strengthened�  The Government is committed to ensuring that 
there is strong, visible community policing across rural and urban Ireland�  Under the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and adminis-
tration of An Garda Síochána, including Garda operations aimed at preventing and detecting 
crime�  As Minister of State, I have no direct role in these matters�

This year’s winter phase of Operation Thor was launched by the Garda in October 2021 and 
is designed to tackle burglaries and associated criminal activities, which often increase in the 
darker winter months, through targeted enforcement and crime prevention activity and informa-
tion�  This annual focus from Operation Thor has proved highly successful in tackling property-
related crime since its inception in November 2015�  In 2015, there were in excess of 18,800 
residential burglaries reported� By contrast, in 2021 there were just over 6,000 residential bur-
glaries reported, a reduction of over 66% or approximately 13,000 fewer burglaries.  While the 
Covid-19 pandemic was clearly a factor in the reduction, with people more likely to be present 
in their homes throughout the day, there has been a marked and consistent downward trend in 
such offences since the introduction of this Garda focus through Operation Thor.

The budget provided by Government to the Garda Commissioner continues to increase to 
unprecedented levels, with an allocation of more than €2 billion for 2022, including funding 
for recruitment of up to 800 additional Garda trainees and up to 400 Garda staff.  I am glad to 
confirm that over 10,000 applications have been received, which shows a commitment to public 
service and a belief in An Garda Síochána�

In addition to new recruits, the roll-out of the new Garda operating model will support the 
redeployment of gardaí from non-core duties to front-line policing across the country�  My 
Department has for many years provided funding for the employment and associated costs of 
the national community alert programme, including the employment of regional development 
officers.  In 2021, my Department committed in the region of €150,000 to local communities 
for the text alert scheme administered by Muintir na Tíre� 

29/03/2022TT00900Deputy Dara Calleary: I think this might be the tenth year of Operation Thor�  Can the 
Minister of State give an indication of the changes made to the operational detail of Operation 
Thor over that period to account for new trends?

Of the new gardaí, how many are being positioned in rural counties or rural areas?  I ac-
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knowledge the operation of An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Commissioner but I am 
concerned by the new operational model which, for instance, combines Longford, Roscommon 
and my native county of Mayo into one unit in terms of local division management�  That, go-
ing from Blacksod to Mullingar, is a huge area.  It has taken some management out of it.  Will 
the Minister of State give assurances that the model will not result in a reduction in policing?

I acknowledge the huge work put in by An Garda Síochána in the Tom Niland case, which 
is before the courts.  Massive effort was put in by gardaí, led by Superintendent Mandy Gaynor.  
Even though it was in Sligo, it was just down the road from my area and highlighted the con-
cerns in rural areas about the need for greater visibility of enforcement on the ground.  Will the 
Minister of State respond to that?

29/03/2022TT01000Deputy James Browne: In relation to the new model for An Garda Síochána, all aspects 
of its implementation are a matter for the Garda Commissioner�  The Mayo division was se-
lected by the Garda authorities as one of the four pilot divisions for the new operating model�  
The new model is designed to provide four functional areas in each division, namely, business 
services, performance assurance, community engagement and crime�  Castlebar Garda station 
is the location for the business service functional area, which provides business support for 
Mayo, Roscommon and Longford�  To date, following the pilot, 17 of the 19 divisions have now 
commenced a phased implementation of business services�  In 2022, the implementation of the 
business service functional area will continue across the divisions and the phased implementa-
tion of the performance assurance functional area will commence in divisions that have fully 
implemented the business services functional area�

On the number of gardaí being assigned to the Mayo division, again the Garda Commis-
sioner is solely responsible for the distribution of members of An Garda Síochána throughout 
the State and remains independent in that role under legislation�

29/03/2022UU00200Deputy Dara Calleary: Community engagement is key and it must be more than just 
phrases on a ministerial brief�  I acknowledge Joe Doherty, based in Ballina, who has just retired 
as a superintendent in the Mayo division�  Community engagement was essential to his form of 
policing�  I thank him for his service�  A prior discussion focused on the community safety part-
nerships�  I am concerned�  I am a fan of the joint policing committees�  They work and involve 
rural communities, through their local elected representatives, be they councillors or Members 
of the Oireachtas, having a say about policing issues in their areas�  It is about the connection�  I 
need assurance that that connection will not be lost in these new community safety partnerships�  
The joint policing committees, especially in large counties such as mine, have worked well�  
They worked well too when they were under the town council structure, keeping an eye on the 
towns�  I am concerned that the move to these new community safety partnerships will take 
away another part of the supports for rural communities in respect of their day-to-day policing�

29/03/2022UU00300Deputy James Browne: Regarding the new community safety partnerships, I think they 
will prove to be the complete opposite and will greatly strengthen the role in this regard in 
rural communities�  They will do so by strengthening the pace of engagement with An Garda 
Síochána, the various representative organisations and the local authorities to ensure that there 
is not just accountability and transparency, but also an effectiveness in respect of getting results 
on the ground and the changes required�

Regarding An Garda Síochána and the Garda Commissioner being independent, it is not 
simply a phrase; it is the law.  Neither the Department of Justice nor Ministers can interfere 
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with how the Garda Commissioner engages in that level of operation and in the distribution of 
An Garda Síochána resources, as he sees the need for that to be done�  I assure the Deputy that 
the steps being taken in respect of the record funding for An Garda Síochána, the increase in 
the number of gardaí that will now be trained and the increase in the number of Garda civilian 
staff, which will release gardaí from administrative duties and get them back to front-line work, 
will help to strengthen the role of An Garda Síochána and make people safer in urban and rural 
areas�

29/03/2022UU00400Closed-Circuit Television Systems

29/03/2022UU0050081� Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice the up-to-date position on 
community CCTV for populated centres in Cork; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter� [16228/22]

29/03/2022UU00600Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Having a CCTV system operating in so many communities 
is giving great peace of mind to people and providing great comfort, where it is working well, 
such as in Macroom�  It is not available in every community, however�  It is not in Ballincol-
lig or Millstreet, for example�  Questions have arisen concerning data protection in respect of 
CCTV systems as well�  I wish to try to get a handle on how these data protection questions are 
going to be addressed to allow CCTV systems to become available to other communities wish-
ing to install the technology�  Residents in Lisheen Fields in Ballincollig, for example, recently 
captured footage of attempted break-ins and car thefts on the cameras on their houses and cars�  
There is a keen appetite to have the security of such a CCTV system installed in many other 
areas�

29/03/2022UU00700Deputy Helen McEntee: I agree with the Deputy�  CCTV systems are very important in 
local communities�  The legislation to which the Deputy referred, the general scheme of the 
Garda Síochána (digital recording) Bill 2021, has been approved by the Government and was 
published in April 2021.  We are ensuring that it will be brought before the Houses this term and 
the aim is to complete the Bill’s passage through the Oireachtas later this year�  It will address 
many of the GDPR issues which have arisen since the introduction of legislation through the 
EU in recent years�

  Is féidir teacht ar Cheisteanna Scríofa ar www.oireachtas.ie.

  Written Answers are published on the Oireachtas website.

29/03/2022UU00800Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

29/03/2022UU00900Common Travel Area

29/03/2022UU01000Deputy Thomas Pringle: I am thankful for this Topical Issue matter being taken again to-
day�  It was on the agenda for last Thursday, but it was not dealt with because the Minister did 
not come to the House�  That was unfortunate�
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29/03/2022UU01100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I was not here�

29/03/2022UU01200Deputy Thomas Pringle: Well, the Minister did not come to that Topical Issue debate.  It 
was submitted in the morning, the Minister’s Department agreed to take it and then nobody 
turned up to take it�  That is a sign that the Minister did not come, as far as I can make out�  That 
is a problem in the context of the Dáil’s procedures and how Topical Issue debates are treated�  
Overall, that is probably an issue for another day�

I am glad this Topical Issue matter is finally being taken today.  It arises from legislation 
that went through the House of Commons last week and which introduces an electronic travel 
authorisation, ETA, system for non-Irish or non-UK citizens who wish to travel into the North 
at any time�  This has serious implications for Ireland and the Minister recognised that when he 
talked to the newspapers about the legislation�  He said the British Government had failed to 
recognise the “very unusual construct and series of relationships and treaties and agreements” 
that relate to Ireland, the Border and how it works with the UK�  In reality, while the UK has 
said there will not be any checks, if there is a system at the Border where it is necessary for 
people to register, then there must be some provision or allowance for checks on that system at 
some stage in the future as well.  Will I wrap up?

29/03/2022UU01300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I lost track of the time because I was distracted�

29/03/2022UU01400Deputy Thomas Pringle: I can keep on going�  Start the clock going there�

29/03/2022UU01500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: No, I trust the Deputy�

29/03/2022UU01600Deputy Pearse Doherty: Our party leader, Mary Lou McDonald, raised this issue with the 
Taoiseach last week�  It is something I have been raising here since last year, because this has 
been an issue of real concern�  Given that the House of Commons has overturned the amend-
ment to the legislation made by the House of Lords, the situation now is that a Polish person 
living in Lifford and having to travel across the bridge to Strabane will need a visa, an ETA, 
which will cost money�  It will state clearly on it how long it will last for and how many trips 
the holder will be allowed to undertake on that visa�  This is a ridiculous situation because of 
the number of non-Irish and non-British people who live in our country and reside beside the 
Border�  Many of them travel across the Border to work or to bring their kids to school�  This 
development really damages the common travel area�  Additionally, a further provision in the 
Bill imposes a penalty of £2,000 on people who travel to London on aircraft without appropri-
ate identification.

29/03/2022UU01700Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: It will be no surprise to the Minister that this issue is 
being raised by three Donegal Deputies�  It is a particular issue for our county�  How are we sup-
posed to attract investment into what are called the gateways of Derry and Letterkenny?  Thou-
sands of people travel across what is, thankfully, a seamless Border every day for work and 
education�  That is how our Border region functions�  This is an attack by a Tory Government 
that has given no thought to and has no regard for our Border communities�  It has repeatedly 
acted recklessly since the Brexit vote in 2016.  We are asking the Minister to stand up firmly 
for the interests of more than 600,000 people who work, pay taxes and live in our communi-
ties and contribute to our country�  They are a core part of our country and they are going to be 
treated as second-class citizens�  It is untenable and I wish to know what the Minister is going 
to do about it�

29/03/2022UU01800Deputy Simon Coveney: I thank Deputies Pringle, Doherty and Mac Lochlainn for raising 
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this important issue�  I have been carefully monitoring the progress of the UK’s draft National-
ity and Borders Bill as it moved through the legislative process in Westminster.  We have sev-
eral concerns regarding the proposed electronic travel authorisation scheme set out in the Bill 
in the context of cross-Border travel on the island of Ireland in the context of the issues raised 
by all three Deputies�

I discussed those concerns in detail with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Bran-
don Lewis, at a meeting of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference in Dublin last Thurs-
day�  The Bill provides the UK’s new immigration rules may require that non-Irish and non-
British citizens obtain an ETA before travelling to the UK, including for journeys across the 
land border to Northern Ireland�

The British Government has confirmed that the proposed ETA system would not apply to 
Irish and British citizens�  The British Government has also stated there will continue to be no 
immigration checks on the land border�  Our concern with respect to the Bill’s ETA provision 
centres on the fact that the movement of people on this island, particularly in Border areas, is 
unique�  Many thousands of people cross the Border every day in the course of their daily lives, 
including to access essential services, for business, tourism, family reasons and to travel from 
one part of Ireland to another�  This is something both the Irish and British Governments recog-
nised and committed to in strand two of the Good Friday Agreement�

The introduction of the proposed ETA scheme for cross-Border journeys could cause con-
siderable disruption to the daily lives and livelihoods of many people across the island of Ire-
land who are not Irish or British citizens, particularly those residing in Border areas, including 
the north west.  The scheme could have a significant impact on tourism in Northern Ireland, 
with more than two thirds of visitors from mainland Europe and the US arriving in Northern 
Ireland via the South�  There are also potential implications for cross-Border healthcare, educa-
tion and integrated supply chains�

It is clear Border counties such as Donegal would be particularly affected by these matters.  
Most journeys to and from Donegal naturally cross the Border, and residents of Donegal and 
other Border counties would also be well aware that the closest amenity or essential service is 
often found across the Border, and they would, therefore, be especially conscious of the impact 
that the ETA scheme as currently conceived would have�

The House of Commons voted on 22 March against the amendment from the House of 
Lords that would have exempted cross-Border journeys into Northern Ireland from the pro-
posed ETA requirements�  Since the proposal emerged, the Government has engaged with the 
British Government at both official and political levels to express our serious concerns about 
the proposed ETA scheme�

As mentioned, I raised these directly with the Secretary of State last Thursday at the British-
Irish Intergovernmental Conference�  I highlighted the complexities that such a scheme would 
present for cross-Border travel, as well as the serious implications for daily lives and liveli-
hoods.  Senior officials continue to engage with their British counterparts on the details of these 
concerns.  We will encourage the British Government to reconsider its approach and apply 
exceptions for residents in Ireland and visitors to the island of Ireland from the ETA scheme�

It is important to say the legislation is not yet through Westminster.  It has come from the 
House of Lords with an amendment, which has been rejected in the House of Commons, but it 
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may well go back to the House of Lords before coming to the House of Commons again�  There 
is time to try to change this and I assure the Deputies we will be very active in our attempts to 
do that�

29/03/2022VV00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is there a copy of the Minister’s reply for circulation?

29/03/2022VV00300Deputy Simon Coveney: There is not but I will try to ensure it can be sent around�

29/03/2022VV00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It is usually circulated�

29/03/2022VV00500Deputy Simon Coveney: Yes.  I am not sure there is somebody in the office to do it now.  If 
there is not, I will ensure a copy can be emailed to everybody who wants it�

29/03/2022VV00600Deputy Thomas Pringle: I thank the Minister for his belated summary on the matter�  The 
legislation may not have completed its journey through the House of Commons but basically 
the British Parliament has voted to include this measure.  What can the Minister do other than 
impress on the British Government the importance of not having the measure?  That clearly has 
not worked too well up to now�  There must be some sort of follow-up if this goes ahead�

To my mind it is a breach of an international treaty but perhaps it is not; maybe the Minister 
will explain that to us.  That treaty provides for the movement of citizens, etc.  Will he advise 
what would be the application of this procedure and how does he intend to deal with it should 
this not be resolved by the British Parliament?

29/03/2022VV00700Deputy Pearse Doherty: I acknowledge that the Minister has spoken with the Secretary 
of State but we need this raised at the highest level.  We need the Taoiseach to lift the phone to 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, as we requested last week.  We need to use our diplo-
matic muscle internationally on this�  I also have concerns that section 81 of the Bill breaches 
the common travel area provision because it would require us to have a form of identification 
when we fly to London or elsewhere in the UK.  That is not required on Aer Lingus flights at 
this point, and there will be a penalty imposed on carriers if that is not done�

We are in a position now where this legislation will come into effect in 2024.  If a road traffic 
collision occurs in Letterkenny then, an ambulance would not be able to take a Polish individual 
directly to Dublin to deal with a head injury, for example�  That ambulance would have to go 
via Sligo�  The legislation is not just about crossing the Border into the North and visiting the 
North but passing through as well�

We need to raise this at the highest levels, which is the level of the Taoiseach.  That should 
be along with the Minister’s efforts.  We must also look at what international support we have 
on the matter�

29/03/2022VV00800Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: I consider this to be repugnant to the Good Friday Agree-
ment and an attack on that agreement�  The peace process was underpinned by the seamless 
Border on the island and the free movement of goods, people and capital on the island of Ire-
land�  I am thankful we continue to be a member of the European Union and the North of Ire-
land, for all intents and purposes, is still within the Union�  It is absolutely repugnant to suggest 
European citizens, whatever about those from the US and other countries, would be treated any 
differently from the rest of us on this island.

Frankly, this is outrageous and yet again a reckless intervention by Tories with no regard for 
our island or our Border communities�  In the strongest possible terms, our Government must 
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reject this and insist as a co-signatory of the Good Friday agreement that it cannot proceed�

29/03/2022VV00900Deputy Simon Coveney: I do not disagree with the points being made and this is com-
pletely inconsistent with the spirit of the Good Friday Agreement�  As part of a peace process, 
we have created a position where a seamless Border allows goods, services and people to move 
across that Border�  It was clearly assisted by joint EU membership but also the aspirations 
around North-South co-operation�  These were all about trying to ensure we had an all-island 
economy that could function and allow people to move around to work and study, as well as ev-
erything else�  For the British Government to essentially make the case that the Border between 
Northern Ireland and the South is no different from any other borders that the UK may have 
when it comes to people entering the UK is patently nonsense.  We have special arrangements 
because we have a special history on this island marked by violence and a very dark period�

We have been and will continue making our view very clear on this.  The Minister for Jus-
tice, Deputy McEntee, has been very clear with her counterpart, Ms Priti Patel, and she will 
write to her again on this matter�  I have made my view clearly known to the Secretary of State 
and I have certainly raised it with my counterpart, Ms Liz Truss, as well�  I expect the Taoiseach 
has also raised it with the British Prime Minister�  I would have to check that but if he has not, 
he will certainly do so�

We have focused on trying to make relatively low-key interventions and not turn this into 
a political football�  It is about trying to get sensible changes made to this legislation�  Unfor-
tunately, that has not worked to date�  The embassy has been very active on this matter�  I have 
made it very clear to the Secretary of State, Mr� Brandon Lewis, that the Irish Government can-
not and will not support or condone this and we will continue to lobby hard to change it�  I hope 
we will be successful�

29/03/2022VV01000Citizens Information Services

29/03/2022VV01100Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: I thank the Minister for Justice for coming to deal with this 
as I understand the Minister for Social Protection, Deputy Heather Humphreys, is busy with 
departmental issues�

I raise the closure of the Citizens Information office in Wicklow town.  This is an incredibly 
successful information office and one of the busiest in the county.  It provides a real service and 
has done for many years to local residents, particularly elderly people or migrant communities�  
It has formed very strong bonds with the Traveller community in the Wicklow district and there 
is a direct provision centre in Wicklow town as well, along with emergency accommodation 
nearby in Ashford.  The office provides an absolutely essential service to the residents in those 
centres�

Unfortunately, during the Covid-19 pandemic it became apparent that the office that the 
service occupied in Wicklow town was no longer suitable from a health and safety perspective.  
The office closed temporarily but staff realised quickly that they could not open the doors again 
and formally and officially closed the doors on 1 March this year.  They have identified an al-
ternative premises but they need funding in order to secure it�

I was hoping to raise the matter with the Minister, Deputy Humphreys, tonight�  My under-
standing is that it is a matter for the Department whether the funding will be made available 
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for this premises�  As I said, this is a really essential service�  I was just looking for an update 
on the funding application and whether there is a possibility to get it funded�  Now more than 
ever people within our communities need access to a safe, trusted, free information service that 
assists them with things like writing applications, knowing what Government Department to 
contact and knowing what their entitlements are�  Particularly with the rising cost of living and 
rising fuel costs, and since we will have a lot of new members of our community with Ukrainian 
citizens coming as well, it is really important that we continue to support Citizens Information 
offices.  I hope the Minister, Deputy Humphreys, will provide the funding to keep them operat-
ing in such a successful manner�

29/03/2022WW00200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Minister, Deputy Humphreys, sends 
her apologies for not being able to be here�  The Citizens Information Board, CIB, under the 
aegis of the Department of Social Protection, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
Citizens Information service, CIS�  The Citizens Information Board provides funding to 22 
companies in order to deliver services on its behalf�  This includes eight CIS companies that 
operate a national network of Citizens Information centres, including south Leinster CIS which 
encompasses County Wicklow.

Wicklow town Citizens Information centre initially opened an office in August 2005.  In 
March 2020, as the Deputy outlined, the board of south Leinster CIS made the decision to close 
the Wicklow office as part of its Covid-19 response.  The decision to close any office within 
the CIS network is a matter for the relevant CIS board as they are responsible for their region’s 
service delivery.  The Wicklow office has remained closed since March 2020.  As the Deputy 
has outlined, the valuable work carried out by the Wicklow office has continued during this 
period and the one full-time information officer, previously based in Wicklow Citizens Infor-
mation centre, has worked supporting citizens of Wicklow from the Bray Citizens Information 
office since March 2020.  It is not ideal and obviously not in the same location but that support 
is continuing�

On 6 December 2021, the south Leinster CIS regional manager on behalf of the board in-
formed CIB that they had made the decision to discontinue services in their Wicklow town of-
fice due to health and safety concerns.  The board had undertaken an internal assessment of the 
premises and identified that they were unsuitable under a number of areas.  A temporary office 
location was identified in Wicklow town; however, the board of south Leinster CIS made the 
decision not to use this office, while looking to procure a longer term arrangement.

An alternative office space in the centre of Wicklow town was considered in 2021 but these 
premises would require substantial financial investment before they could be utilised.  Planning 
permission for the change of use of these premises was granted in late 2021 and consequently 
had not been factored into CIB’s 2022 budget allocation estimates process�  CIB receives an 
annual funding allocation from the Department of Social Protection�  Therefore, CIB was not 
in a financial position at the time to commit to any projects that extended into the next financial 
year as they had not been included in their estimates to the Department�

However, both CIB and the board of south Leinster CIS are committed to the continued 
ongoing delivery of high-quality services to the people of County Wicklow.  Services have 
continued to be offered throughout the pandemic and will continue to be available through a 
combination of offices in Arklow and Bray for drop-in appointments and phone-based services.  
The latter have been particularly successful in ensuring south Leinster CIS has continued to 
support the people of County Wicklow over what has been a very difficult delivery environment 
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since March 2020�

On the discussion around funding, I note that the Department of Social Protection and CIB 
are currently holding discussions in respect of funding required to complete the new premises 
development for Wicklow town.  These discussions are taking place in the context of CIB’s 
2022 budget allocation and other competing priorities, taking into account all of the reasons it 
could not be considered until now�

29/03/2022WW00300Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: I thank the Minister�  I know this is not her area but I will say 
that response is essentially what I said to her in the first instance.  It outlines the importance of 
the information office and goes through the history of what happened.  Unfortunately it does 
not give any timeline as to when funding could potentially be provided or if the Department 
will be looking favourably on that funding�  I understand the Minister may not be in a position 
to answer that�  There needs to be clarity and certainty given to people�

The Minister is correct that the officer who was in Wicklow town is now based in Bray.  I am 
not sure if the Minister ever tried to get public transport from Bray or Arklow to Wicklow town.  
Despite them being relatively close, maybe 20 or 30 minutes away, it is near impossible to get a 
bus or train�  The service is very limited�  The communities that these centres are focused on and 
try to provide a service to are not communities that would have easy access to private transport�

I understand this is not the Minister’s area but it is a really important function�  It is crucial 
that Wicklow town retains its office.  I would hate to see it delayed for six months or a year 
while the annual bureaucratic budgetary process is negotiated�  The funds need to be provided 
to make sure this service can continue.  In north Wicklow, and now I can see it across the en-
tirety of Wicklow and the whole country, we are going to have a lot of individuals who will need 
supports, advice and a trusted source of information�  I am thinking of the Ukrainian refugees 
arriving, in particular.  We also have a direct provision centre in Wicklow town and the Citizens 
Information offices are key to them getting that advice and knowing what they need to do to 
access entitlements and supports�  I really ask that the Government prioritises it and that the 
Minister pass that message on to the Minister, Deputy Humphreys�  It would be really great to 
have a timeline as to when those negotiations will be up�

29/03/2022WW00400Deputy Helen McEntee: While it is not my area and I am not fully up to speed on this, I 
do appreciate that providing services in Arklow and Bray is not the same kind of support for 
people living in Wicklow town.  At the same time, they really have tried to make sure there 
is as much support available as possible while the service is not immediately available in the 
town�  Arklow Citizens Information centre is open for drop-in callers on Tuesdays from 10 a�m� 
to 1 p�m� and 1�30 p�m� to 4�30 p�m�  Appointments are also available�  Callers can also ring the 
service Monday to Friday with their queries from 9 a�m� to 5 p�m�  Bray Citizens Information 
centre is open for drop-in callers on Mondays to Thursdays from 9�30 a�m� to 4�30 p�m�  They 
can also ring with their queries from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  There are also different types of clinics in 
Bray including free legal advice, chartered accountants, voluntary advice and a domiciliary care 
allowance specialist service�  I appreciate it is not where people necessarily want it but there is 
still a lot of service being provided�  I think people really have tried to make sure that is avail-
able to as many people as possible, particularly those whose service has been closed�

I cannot give the Deputy a timeframe but what I can say is that we all have to work within 
our budgets.  We know that when a budget is set for a particular year, unless there is an under-
spend it is hard to rearrange that money.  What is important in this response is that the Depart-
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ment of Social Protection is working with the CIB and having discussions in respect of future 
funding�  It is looking at it in the context of the CIB’s funding for 2022�  I hope, as I am sure do 
the Deputy and those who rely on this service, that it will be successful for this year’s funding�  
I will ask the Minister to come back to the Deputy if she can provide more clarity on the exact 
timeframe and sequencing of events�

29/03/2022WW00500An Garda Síochána

29/03/2022WW00600Deputy Neale Richmond: I appreciate the selection of this matter for debate and the pres-
ence of the Minister in the Chamber�  This has been a pressing issue for a number of years�  
Since 2015, more than 6,000 members of An Garda Síochána have been assaulted in the line of 
duty�  This works out at an average of two members of An Garda Síochána at least every day�  
The Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland recommended the introduction of body-
worn cameras over four years ago�  Ireland is an outlier when it comes to this compared to other 
police forces across the European Union, in the UK and in Northern Ireland�  Since 2009 secu-
rity staff on the Luas in Dublin have been wearing body cameras.  There is widespread support 
for their introduction not just in society at large but also through all the policing unions and the 
major officials within An Garda Síochána who have spoken out in support of their introduction.

I fully understand that the legislation covering this move has taken some time to prepare�  It 
has gone through pre-legislative scrutiny at the justice committee�  I am asking for the legisla-
tion to be brought to the Dáil and that it would work its way through the Oireachtas in as speedy 
a manner as possible, with assistance, I hope, not just from all Members on the Government 
benches but across this House and, indeed, the Seanad�  This is a vitally important issue that 
goes to the very basic need, not just of protecting members of An Garda Síochána as they go 
about their daily work to protect us, but also of protecting members of society�

The introduction of body-worn cameras would provide the evidence and material that will 
allow for a better level of prosecutions of those who assault members of An Garda Síochána�  It 
also would provide much-needed evidence and extra vigilance for those who may, unfortunate-
ly, want to take cases against the odd member of the force�  The introduction of this equipment 
is long overdue�  Over the past number of months and, indeed, the past couple of years, we have 
seen a firework shot in the face of a member of An Garda Síochána on one of the capital city’s 
main thoroughfares and we have seen repeated attempts to prosecute people who have assaulted 
gardaí held up due to the lack of evidence or inconsistency in evidence�  The ability to refer 
consistently and constantly to footage obtained through body-worn cameras of the activities of 
all uniformed members of the force is vitally important�

I understand completely the concerns that have been raised by a certain element within civic 
society regarding data protection, vigilance and various other concerns to do with civil liber-
ties�  I fundamentally believe, however, that the systems in place in other jurisdictions give us 
not just the legislative but also the practical and operational examples to ensure the cameras are 
introduced here in a manner that is of benefit to everyone.  If we truly believe in safer, stronger 
communities, it is vital that the people who protect those communities and are at their heart, 
namely, the members of An Garda Síochána, are themselves given the fullest protection�  That 
is why I am asking the Minister not just for an update but for a commitment to the speedy in-
troduction of these devices�

29/03/2022XX00200Deputy Helen McEntee: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  As he said, the deploy-



29 March 2022

211

ment of body-worn cameras by An Garda Síochána has been sought for some time�  The rec-
ommendation in this regard was made by the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland 
in September 2018 and work commenced on the legislation in March 2019�  The Deputy has 
raised the issue many times in the Dáil and I know he is keen to make sure the provisions are 
introduced as quickly as possible�

Justice Plan 2022, which I published this week, commits to the publication of the Garda 
Síochána (digital recording) Bill, which relates to Garda powers to use modern digital technol-
ogy, including body-worn cameras, automatic number plate recognition, ANPR, and CCTV, 
with a view to enactment by the Oireachtas�  There were three parliamentary questions earlier 
this evening on CCTV, which shows the legislation is extremely important for many reasons�  
I secured Government agreement for the general scheme of the Bill on 29 April 2021�  It was 
then sent to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for formal drafting, which is continuing.  It 
is my intention to publish the Bill in the second quarter of 2022 - in a matter of weeks, in fact - 
with a view to its passage through the Oireachtas later this year�

The introduction and deployment of body-worn cameras will require a strong legislative 
basis to make sure it is compatible with data protection and privacy rights, as the Deputy rightly 
mentioned.  Any new system for recording incidents will affect a person’s right to a private life 
and, therefore, it is reasonable that sufficient time is taken to prepare the legislation to ensure 
that any intrusion on people’s privacy is both necessary and, of course, proportionate�  To this 
end, the general scheme of the Bill builds in a number of safeguards for the public�  First, the 
Garda Commissioner is obliged to consult a number of bodies regarding the roll-out of the 
legislation�  Second, a human rights impact assessment, HRIA, and a data protection impact 
assessment, DPIA, will need to be carried out�  Third, a code of practice shall be prepared, 
comprehending a range of public safeguards.  The code will include standards for the confi-
dentiality of recordings, security of data, storage arrangements, data access, data retention and 
data subject rights.  When it is completed, it will be submitted to me, as Minister, for approval 
for inclusion in a statutory instrument.  The code must be reviewed at least every five years.  In 
line with Justice Plan 2022, my Department officials will work closely with An Garda Síochána 
during the year to ensure the timely development of the code�   There are a number of elements 
that have to progress and it is important that they are done in parallel rather than separately�

My Department has engaged extensively with An Garda Síochána and the PSNI during the 
preparation of the general scheme, as well as with other strategic partners, including the Of-
fice of the Data Protection Commissioner, the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, 
IHREC, and the Irish Council for Civil Liberties, ICCL�  I thank all the stakeholders for their 
contribution to the development of this important legislation�  The immediate Government pri-
ority is for the Bill to be published and enacted by the Oireachtas�  As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government is committed to providing the required resources for the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  We already have 
dedicated almost €147 million in capital spending in budget 2022 for the further development 
of An Garda Síochána’s estate, including its ICT infrastructure and the Garda fleet.  My officials 
and I will continue to engage actively with the Office of the Attorney General to progress the 
legislation as swiftly as possible�

As the Deputy outlined, there are a number of positives to the Bill�  It is about making sure 
gardaí, when they arrive on the scene of a crime and engage with perpetrators and victims, par-
ticularly in domestic violence cases, can take advantage of the first few seconds, which can be 
absolutely crucial in gathering evidence�  The ability to have that evidence available through 
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body-worn cameras will be invaluable�  The Garda Commissioner is very keen that the legisla-
tion be progressed�  As the Deputy rightly mentioned, it also is about ensuring gardaí are safe�  
They have a very tough job and deal with very difficult situations.  We need to make sure they 
are protected at all times�  By being able to use these cameras, they can deter people where in-
cidents, potentially, are about to happen�

29/03/2022XX00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Thank you, Minister.  We are over time.

29/03/2022XX00400Deputy Helen McEntee: In addition, it will ensure that when incidents occur, including 
where members of An Garda Síochána are attacked, there is evidence to ensure prosecutions 
are carried out�

29/03/2022XX00500Deputy Neale Richmond: I welcome the Minister’s response and look forward to the leg-
islation coming to the Dáil very soon�  I intend to elaborate on the issues to a greater extent on 
Second Stage and I hope there is an opportunity for a robust debate in the Houses, with support 
for the proposals from as many Deputies and Senators as possible�

There is a very important and clear need for a sound legislative basis, which the Minister 
has laid out in an amount of detail�  I appreciate not just her commitment but that of the entire 
Government in this regard�  I want to refer now to the practicalities�  I was a little disappointed 
the last time this issue was discussed on the national airwaves that while there was an acknowl-
edgement that progress has been made on providing a sound legislative basis, there was a scep-
ticism about the ability to introduce the cameras once the legislation is passed�  The Minister 
touched on this in her reply but will she elaborate on what thought has gone into the costings, 
tender applications, the roll-out of the equipment and, crucially, the provision of adequate train-
ing for members of An Garda Síochána and civilian staff to ensure they can use this equipment, 
as well as the footage captured by it, in a way that is efficient, is in line with the legislation and 
can achieve the genuine aims of its introduction?  The intention, first and foremost, is to keep 
the members of An Garda Síochána and our citizens safe and to ensure there is a sounder basis 
of evidence when assaults and other matters go to trial�  The Minister has outlined some of the 
extremely delicate matters in respect of which the introduction of body-worn cameras would 
be an asset both to the Garda and the victim as well as, crucially, to the overall judicial system�

She also referred to a code of practice for the use of body-worn cameras�  It is vital that their 
introduction is accompanied by a thorough and comprehensive public information campaign to 
ensure people in communities know this is a new facet to our policing and that it absolutely is 
in their interest�

29/03/2022XX00600Deputy Helen McEntee: Much of my response focused solely on the legislation because 
it is the part that applies to me and my Department�  The code of conduct that has to be set out 
and the procurement process are matters on which the Garda will be, and already is, working�  
A lot of meetings have been taking place between my departmental officials and me, the Garda 
Commissioner and his team, the Attorney General and others to ensure we do not have a situ-
ation whereby the legislation is passed and it is only then that the other work that needs to be 
done starts.  We are trying to ensure all of that work is processed in parallel.

I intend to seek funding in this year’s budget to make sure that once the legislation is passed, 
the code of conduct is put in place and the procurement process is finalised, the funding is there 
and the equipment can be bought and put to use as quickly as possible�  Technology is evolving 
all the time and, as the Deputy rightly mentioned in his first contribution, we have the benefit 
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of being able to see how this works in other jurisdictions.  We have a Commissioner who has 
experience of it.  We know it works in other jurisdictions and we can learn from mistakes made 
elsewhere, whether in regard to civil liberties and rights, GDPR or anything else�  That is prob-
ably why it is taking so long.  We are trying to make sure we take on board our own law and the 
question of how it can be applied in addition to examining other jurisdictions to make sure we 
get this absolutely right and so the investment, which will need to be huge, will be appropriate 
and adequate�

What will need to happen, reflecting what happens in other jurisdictions, will be an opera-
tional matter for An Garda�  People will be aware and alerted to the fact that a camera is on 
or being turned on�  There will be a period after the camera is turned on during which video 
footage can be gathered�  That, in itself, will act as a deterrent�  If somebody knows a camera is 
going to be turned on, it might change his or her behaviour�  Cameras have been very helpful in 
other jurisdictions�  I thank the Deputy for the support on this and hope we can have the legisla-
tion enacted by the end of the year�

29/03/2022YY00200Pigmeat Sector

29/03/2022YY00300Deputy Matt Carthy: I welcome the Minister and thank him for being here�  I also thank 
Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan for raising this issue�  His doing so probably increased the 
chance that it would be dealt with tonight�  It is an important issue, as I am sure the Minister 
will agree�  It is exactly eight weeks since we had a discussion on the pigmeat sector�  At that 
time, there were very evident challenges over increased input costs and depressed prices�  Those 
challenges have only been exacerbated since the criminal Russian invasion of Ukraine�

I welcome and acknowledge the fact that, since we last discussed this topic, the Government 
has provided a €7 million package to the sector�  It will transpire to be worth approximately 
€20,000 per farm�  That seems substantial until one talks to the farmers who are very fearful 
about their future, as I did today on Kildare Street�  They relayed that they are losing almost 
€60,000 per month�  No business could sustain those types of losses�  Arising from the losses, 
pig farmers are now being refused grain on credit or access to bank loans�  This is reaching the 
point of emergency�  I am sure the Minister will have seen the IFA’s submission on what has to 
be acknowledged is a very substantial funding stream of €100 million, although it has stated 
half of that can be provided through some long-term loan mechanism�  My question is whether 
the Minister is in a position to deliver the type of package, through loans and grants, that will 
keep the sector alive�

29/03/2022YY00400Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan: I thank the Minister�  I am aware that he met some of the 
protesters today�  They were impressed by his knowledge of the sector and acknowledgment 
that they are in crisis and that steps need to be taken to stem it�  I do not have to tell him that the 
pig industry in Ireland is worth €1�7 billion to the economy and employs approximately 8,000 
people, but he may not know what it is worth in my local area, west Cork, particularly around 
my home town, Clonakilty, in addition to Timoleague, Leap, Rosscarbery and the area right into 
Bandon�  That pocket is very heavily reliant on the pigmeat sector�  The village of Timoleague 
is quite big but very much reliant on the sector for employment�  Stauntons Foods, right next to 
the village, employs approximately 300 people�  The village is very dependent on the company 
for its economy and lifeblood�  I am acutely aware of what the pig sector means to west Cork�

The loss of any pig farm or industry will have a devastating effect and, therefore, I plead 
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with the Minister to provide an intervention along the lines of what the IFA has sought in its 
submission�  The industry is in big trouble and is making huge losses�  It predicts it will have 
made a loss of €160 million in the short 18-month period between September 2021 and March 
2023.  We certainly need to intervene.  What is occurring is not the fault of the Government but 
down to international pressures and the lack and cost of feed�  Farmers are very welcoming of 
the €20,000 payment under the exceptional payment arrangement but we need to consider the 
stability fund�  The IFA is seeking €100 million, which would mean €50 million through a levy�  
The Minister should at least consider this and provide an answer as soon as possible�

29/03/2022YY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I thank 
the Deputies for raising this Topical Issue matter�  I recently met representatives of the IFA, in-
cluding members of its pig committee, in addition to farmers and I fully understand the scale of 
the challenge facing the sector�  Indeed, we will meet the representatives again at 9 o’clock to-
night�  As Deputy O’Sullivan said, I met the farmers on Kildare Street today and spoke to them�

The continued development of the sector is a priority for the Government given the pivotal 
role it plays in the national economic context�  It is the fourth largest agrifood sector and has 
shown remarkable growth in recent years�  The sector supports approximately 8,000 jobs, span-
ning production, slaughter, processing, feed manufacture and services�

I have had ongoing discussions with the main banks over recent weeks on the current chal-
lenges in the pigmeat sector and the importance of their ongoing support�  I have emphasised 
the importance of the sector, its overall resilience and the importance of their support of their 
customers through the current downturn in the business cycle�  The key message I am issuing is 
that farmers experiencing cash flow difficulties should engage with banks as soon as possible.  
It is important to have a partnership at this difficult time.

Separately, I met representatives of the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland to discuss 
the Brexit impact loan scheme and the Covid-19 credit guarantee scheme, both of which are 
financed by my Department in partnership with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment.  These finance schemes can be used for working capital finance and include features 
that address the current financial needs of pig farmers.

We are very much aware of the cyclical nature of the commodity markets, which for the 
pig sector at this time is compounded very much by rising input costs.  Maximum flexibility in 
financial matters is needed to ensure the ongoing viability of those in the sector.

I have had meetings recently with the IFA president and pig committee members to discuss 
concerns�  At these meetings, I reiterated the Government’s commitment to supporting the sec-
tor�  As the Deputies will know, I recently announced the pig exceptional payment scheme, with 
its fund of up to €7 million, as an urgent, short-term response to assist producers that would be 
viable but for the extreme current circumstances and to allow space for a more medium-term 
adjustment to market signals.  This scheme is once off, paying up to €20,000 per farmer.  The 
first tranche of payments was made last week, with the remaining application due to be pro-
cessed as soon as possible.  The scheme reflects the Government’s clear commitment to sup-
porting the pigmeat sector�  The scheme is part of a wider package of measures to support the 
sector, including intensified efforts by Bord Bia to promote quality-assured Irish pigmeat in the 
domestic and export markets, with dedicated media advertising campaigns under way nation-
ally, as well as EU-funded pigmeat promotion programmes running in key export markets�
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Teagasc has intensified its dedicated, ongoing advisory supports for pig farmers and is ac-
tively engaging with them�  At EU level, I have been engaging in respect of the European Food 
Security Crisis Preparedness and Response Mechanism�  My Department is currently examin-
ing the detailed requirements and conditionality attached to the exceptional aid allocation to 
Ireland of €15�8 million�

As both Deputies have raised, a proposal has been made by stakeholders through the IFA�  
I received it last Wednesday week and my departmental officials have been assessing it.  I will 
meet IFA representatives later to discuss the proposal�  I am aware of the acute challenge facing 
the sector and will continue to engage with it on the appropriate response�  I thank both Depu-
ties for raising this matter on the floor of the Dáil and for their advocacy on behalf of the sector.

29/03/2022YY00600Deputy Matt Carthy: I thank the Minister for his response�

9 o’clock

As he indicated, this is part of a cycle�  I have no doubt that if pig farmers are provided with 
the supports necessary to get through this crisis, they will see more profitable times ahead.  The 
difficulty is that many of the people I spoke to today on Kildare Street feel they may not be able 
to survive this period�

  To be specific in terms of the proposals that have brought to the Minister, there are two 
elements.  The first is a €50 million loan scheme.  Does the Minister see a mechanism by which 
such a scheme can be delivered?  As I have mentioned on a number of occasions, many of the 
farmers in my constituency who I deal with on a regular basis have told me that the banks are 
showing them the door and are not willing to provide them with any level of funding�  Second, 
through the mechanisms we have discussed previously, namely, the Brexit adjustment reserve, 
the EU crisis reserve and-or any other mechanism, does the Minister see a prospect of being 
able to deliver further cash payments to pig farmers?

29/03/2022ZZ00200Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan: Deputy Carthy is correct�  This is cyclical, but pig farm-
ers have never seen a dip quite as serious�  The price of feed is skyrocketing and the price of the 
product is dipping like never before�  Farmers expect the price of the product to stabilise and 
even come back, but the price of feed shows no sign of decreasing�  It is a crisis�  The proposed 
stability fund put to the Minister is what pig farmers see as the very least that is needed to sta-
bilise the industry and enable it to survive�  That is how important this is�

It must be remembered that the pig industry does not receive any direct payments from Eu-
rope�  Many pig farms are family run�  They are in this position through no fault of their own�  
We have seen these interventions in other member states, such as the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Poland and France, where pig farmers have been provided with a €600 million rescue package�  
All we are asking for is something that will stabilise the industry�  I wish to emphasise that some 
type of clarity is needed for the industry as soon as possible�

29/03/2022ZZ00300Deputy Charlie McConalogue: I thank the Deputies�  I accept that clarity as quickly as 
possible is important.  Farmers are making decisions about the situation in which they find 
themselves.  Every pig that leaves a farm at the moment is losing the farmer a significant 
amount of money, and that is increasing by the day�  I am very much aware of the situation and 
have been liaising very closely with the sector for a significant period of time.  The €7 billion 
scheme announced three or four weeks ago just before the war in Ukraine equates to €20,000 
per farmer.  The ongoing travesty in Ukraine has had significant implications for all sectors, 
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in particular the agrifood sector, of which the pig sector is undoubtedly the part most affected.

I will meet the IFA and farmers later today  Let us be clear�  The ask from the IFA of the 
Government is massive, namely €100 million up front�  In terms of the €7 million scheme I 
launched, the 350 commercial pig units concerned would seem to translate into 240 individual 
undertakings, and €100 million would equate to €420,000 per undertaking�  If €50 million was 
covered by the State and €50 million by levies, that would amount to €210,000 in State contri-
butions, with €210,000 to be paid back under the proposal in a levy over ten years or so�  That 
is the nature of the ask, and it is massive�

I am very much aware of the pressures on the sector�  The Deputies are correct�  It is a sus-
tainable and valuable industry, the third largest within our agrifood sector.  We want to ensure it 
is there for the future.  I am very much aware of how acute the bottom of the hole sector finds 
itself in is at the moment�  I will work and engage with farmers on how I can work with them 
to support the sector through this�  I again thank Deputies O’ Sullivan and Carthy and the many 
other Deputies who raised this issue with me in recent days�

Cuireadh an Dáil ar athló ar 9�05 p�m� go dtí 9�12  p�m�, Dé Céadaoin, an 30 Márta 2022�

The Dáil adjourned at 9.05 p.m. until 9.12 a.m. on Wednesday March 2022.


