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Tuesday, 8 March 2022

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2 p�m�

Paidir.
Prayer.

08/03/2022A00050Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

08/03/2022A00100An Ceann Comhairle: On this International Women’s Day, we will take Leaders’ Ques-
tions under Standing Order 36, with Deputy Mary Lou McDonald first.

08/03/2022A00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Beannachtaí na féile�  A very happy International Women’s 
Day to you and to all�

The price of energy and fuel has literally soared over the past year and, of course, prices 
have risen even more rapidly following the criminal Russian invasion of Ukraine, which, as 
we know, has resulted in an unprecedented disruption in the global energy market�  The cost 
of petrol at the pumps has increased by 70 cent per litre since January last year�  We are now 
at a point where many people can no longer afford to put fuel in a car to get to work.  This is 
particularly difficult for people who live in remote and rural areas or places where there is no 
access to frequent public transport�

In that same timeframe, since January last year, the price of home heating oil has doubled 
and households are now being charged more than €700 for a half fill of oil.  Families now strug-
gle to keep their homes warm and I know many people are layering with clothes instead�  Some 
are just heating one room or not heating their home at all�  Other people, particularly seniors, are 
staying in bed to stay warm�  These fuel cost hikes are not sustainable for any worker, family or 
small business�  As the Taoiseach knows, people are already hammered by extortionate rents, 
unaffordable house prices and ever-rising insurance and childcare costs.  The cost of living was 
out of control anyway�

In fairness, the Government now recognises that what was announced in February does 
not go far enough to alleviate these pressures, but yet it seems it is not ready to take action this 
week to reduce the cost of fuel�  I put it to the Taoiseach that people cannot wait any longer for 
relief because they must put fuel in their cars today�  They must pay for home heating oil today�  
Indeed, many wonder if they can afford to do that or if they will have to decide which bill goes 
unpaid at the end of the week�  It is wrong that people must make these kinds of choices and it 
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is not a way to live a decent life�

Tá praghas ar bhreosla ag ardú arís agus ní féidir le hoibrithe, le teaghlaigh agus le gnólachtaí 
beaga coinneáil suas leis.  Caithfidh an Rialtas dleacht máil ar pheitril agus ar dhíosal a ghear-
radh agus é a bhaint óna leithéide�  Tabharfaidh sé seo sos atá ag teastáil go géar ó dhaoine� 

I will set out for the Taoiseach what we believe needs to happen�  The Government must 
cut the price of petrol and diesel through an immediate reduction in excise duty�  At the pumps 
we can get prices down by 25 cent per litre immediately by cutting excise duty�  Similarly, the 
spiralling cost of home heating oil could be cushioned with the immediate and total removal 
of excise duty�  The Dáil will not sit next week so these measures must be introduced now as a 
matter of urgency, and it can be done.  A financial resolution to immediately reduce excise duty 
on petrol and diesel and to remove excise duty from home heating oil could be passed today�  
This is the method used to increase or decrease excise duties in the budget, and as we know 
those changes are typically made overnight�

I ask that the Government does this now so that people can see an instant price reduction 
at the pumps and in their home heating oil bills by midnight�  I put it to the Taoiseach that he 
takes this course of action.  It would make a huge difference to workers, families, businesses, 
hauliers and many providing school transport�  They are literally at their wits’ end�  I am asking 
that a Financial Resolution be brought to the House tonight or tomorrow night�  Sinn Féin will 
accommodate late sittings or whatever is required but we need to act on this matter now�

08/03/2022B00150Deputies: Hear, hear�

08/03/2022B00200The Taoiseach: I thank Deputy McDonald for raising this very important issue�

I wish everybody a happy International Women’s Day�  We are all agreed that our thoughts 
are with the women of Ukraine who more than anybody have demonstrated extraordinary resil-
ience in the face of the most enormous of challenges and the most impossible of choices as they 
bring their children to safety, leaving their husbands and partners apart�  We salute the women 
of the Ukrainian Parliament for resolutely defending democracy, staying in Kyiv, defending the 
democracy and territorial integrity of Ukraine�  If I could, I want to salute the bravery of jour-
nalism in the middle of this war, particularly women journalists�  On the front page of The New 
York Times we will have seen that horrific photograph of a family murdered by Russian forces, 
captured by Lynsey Addario, a person who has spent her career documenting war crimes and 
who has documented one here�

That brings us to the fact that one of the impacts of the Ukrainian war will undoubtedly 
be, as Deputy McDonald said, inflation on fuel and energy prices.  Prior to the war we already 
had significant increases in fuel prices.  The Government took steps in the budget of about €1 
billion and, most recently, €0�5 billion, to deal with that phase of what was then described as a 
pandemic-derived cycle of inflation.  There is no question but that the war on Ukraine is going 
to increase further and has increased the escalation of fuel prices at the petrol pump, household 
costs and so on�  The Government is acutely aware of this issue�  We do not argue that the im-
pacts on people are not sustainable at the rate these increases are occurring�  Russia’s systemic 
role in energy supply will have significant impact on prices with implications for inflation and 
production costs.  Pass-through price effects are going to be felt in other areas.  We can see it in 
fertilisers, fuel and transport costs and food�  Food is another key issue of concern for Govern-
ment given that Russia and Ukraine between them export so much grain to the West�  We have 
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to take measures to try to offset what is likely to be an interruption in terms of those exports for 
one reason or another as a consequence of the war in Ukraine�

The Deputy is correct�  We know that the barrel of oil on international markets has soared 
from about $96 a barrel on 23 February to $126 or $130 today and rising�  There is speculation 
that it could hit $150 or $200 this year�  Natural gas has increased exponentially in price also�  I 
can say to the Deputy that there is an EU Commission paper on this�  A toolbox is emerging and 
hopefully within the next day or two it will be published and will be considered�  The Govern-
ment is giving this very active consideration�  We do understand the scheduling in terms of the 
Legislature and so on.  I appreciate the Deputy’s offer of facilitation of whatever outcome of the 
Government’s active consideration of this issue will mean.  I do not want to get into specifics 
right now�

08/03/2022B00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Nobody is disputing the international context for these 
soaring prices�  I hope nobody is disputing, either, that householders, families, workers, hauli-
ers and those providing school transport are now at their wits’ end�  Their crisis is now�  It is in 
the immediacy of now�  It is a question of how they get to work, get about and heat their home, 
today, tomorrow and next week�  I am well aware that the European Commission is bringing 
forward proposals and we certainly look forward to seeing them, but we would regard them as 
being by way of additionality to what the Government in Dublin needs to do now�

I have made a very concrete ask of the Taoiseach.  I ask again that a financial resolution be 
brought before the Dáil this week, either tonight or tomorrow night, that will have the effect of 
reducing excise on petrol and diesel and a 25 cent per litre reduction at the petrol pumps imme-
diately for consumers, and that this resolution would equally have the effect of removing excise 
entirely on home heating oil to take some of the sting out of that soaring cost�  I am asking the 
Taoiseach to do this now.  Speed is of the essence because people are suffering and struggling 
now�

08/03/2022C00200The Taoiseach: Since the outbreak of war in Ukraine, the Government has been very ac-
tively considering the country’s response to the unfolding crisis and the consequences of that 
crisis�  That is across a whole range of areas, some of which I outlined in terms of our humani-
tarian response.  Suffice it to say that the impact of the war will be very serious and significant 
for all nations across the European Continent and it will be a long haul in terms of our response 
to it�  What we would normally do in normal times will no longer be the approach we need to 
take as a society�  We will have to look outside the norm and outside the box in dealing with 
this crisis.  That applies to the specific issue the Deputy raised as well as other issues.  As I have 
said in reply to her, the Government is keeping this under very active consideration and will be 
responding once that process of consideration is concluded�

08/03/2022C00300Deputy Duncan Smith: All our thoughts are with the women of Ukraine on International 
Women’s Day and, indeed, with all the people of Ukraine�  They are being indiscriminately 
killed throughout that country right now.  On a street in Irpin, a family with two children fleeing 
war, with everything they had in their suitcases, were killed by Russian shelling as they tried to 
get to safety�  In Sumy last night, Russian air strikes killed 18 people, including two children�  
On Sunday, the world witnessed the death of Kirill Yatsko, an 18-month-old boy fatally injured 
by shelling in Mariupol.  President Zelenskiy confirmed this morning that a child had died from 
dehydration in the same city, where water and all other supplies have been cut off by the Rus-
sians�
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We must not turn our eyes away from what Russia is perpetrating on the Ukrainian people�  
The UN has confirmed that the number of refugees fleeing the Russian war against Ukraine has 
already exceeded 2 million�  We are all aware that this is a humanitarian crisis on a level that 
has not been seen in Europe since the Second World War�  The Irish people have responded 
with urgency and generosity and are full of practical ideas on how to address the crisis�  It must 
be said that the Taoiseach went some way to capturing the mood of the nation last Friday night 
on “The Late Late Show”�  However, capturing the mood of the nation and actually delivering 
in this House and for the refugees coming from Ukraine are going to be two different things.  
Estimates of 100,000 refugees coming to Ireland have been put forward�  It will be a task for the 
country, the Government and all of us in this House to ensure we deliver on all areas, includ-
ing housing, health and education, for everyone who comes to our shores�  Can the Taoiseach 
confirm whether the UK Government or the Home Office have raised any concerns with him or 
the Government about our policy on accepting refugees?

While we cannot condone the lorry driver who crashed into the gates of the Russian Em-
bassy, we can all understand what drove that action�  The Government has so far decided not 
to expel the Russian ambassador but we must recognise that the embassy is now a tool of the 
Russian war effort.  There are 31 staff known to be working there, which is reportedly one third 
more than the number working in the embassy in the UK, where there are 22 staff.  There are 
only ten staff in the Russian embassy in Poland, 12 in Germany and 19 in France.  Why are there 
are so many Russian embassy staff here when we do not have strong trade or cultural links with 
that country?

Our Magnitsky Bill is being held up by Government red tape.  Can the Taoiseach confirm 
what Russian assets, if any, have been seized by the Government in the past couple of weeks?  
Has the UK raised any concerns with Ireland over how many refugees we are planning to take?  
Why has Ireland so many Russian diplomats?  Will the Taoiseach now expel those who are sur-
plus to maintaining basic diplomatic channels?  What Russian assets, if any, have been seized 
by the Irish State?

08/03/2022D00200Taoiseach: First, I thank the Deputy for raising this key issue and his comments on a num-
ber of issues that spring from it�  I mentioned earlier the bravery of journalists�  Without journal-
ists in battle, we would not have any picture at all of the atrocities and war crimes that are being 
committed by an evil regime that has clearly targeted women and children�  I mentioned Lynsey 
Addario’s photograph that captured the family that was mowed down as they were leaving a 
war zone�  We have to continue to shine a light on such atrocities�

On the response of the Government and people of Ireland, we are very clear: we work with 
the EU.  In working with the Union, one of the first things we did was offer visa-free accom-
modation and facilitation.  That is the first time ever this arrangement has been used by the 
EU, which illustrates the gravity of the situation.  Essentially, Ukrainians can flee a war zone 
and come to Ireland, where they can avail of all the rights of residency, access to healthcare, 
education, accommodation and other things�  What that means for us domestically - this morn-
ing the Government discussed this - is that in the context of a crisis such as the one we are now 
experiencing, the duration of which we are unsure, we will have to take steps to circumvent 
normal approaches to provide accommodation at the scale required and match it with access 
to childcare and education, in particular�  It will be an enormous challenge at a scale we have 
never dealt with before�  The pledge register that the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth, Deputy O’Gorman, has initiated has received an incredible response 
from across the country�
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The Government is meeting weekly�  The Secretary General is chairing meetings of all Sec-
retaries General to make sure every Department works in a co-ordinated way on this crisis�  The 
key will be to move as fast as we can to deal with the numbers coming in daily�  We estimate that 
more than 2,200 have now arrived in Ireland�  All will have access to social protection, social 
welfare incomes and so forth, which is important�  That work is under way�  Therefore, a lot has 
been done in a very short space of time�  We have allocated €20 million in humanitarian sup-
ports to go through established agencies in the UN, including UNICEF, and the Irish Red Cross 
to deal with the crisis on the ground close to the borders by way of providing vital supplies�  We 
stand ready in respect of any additional arrangements we need to put in place at that level and 
any response in the form of having experienced or expert personnel go to various locations to 
assist our colleagues within the EU�

On the embassy issue, we cannot condone what happened yesterday�  It was a complete 
contravention of the Vienna Convention and in our view it was wrong�  Embassies all over the 
world in different locations must be allowed to operate in safety.  We will work in unison with 
our EU colleagues on all issues to do with sanctions and measures to be taken in response to 
the Russian aggression�

08/03/2022D00300Deputy Duncan Smith: We absolutely cannot condone it but believe it is a reflection of 
the anger many people are feeling�  Has the Taoiseach asked the Russians why they need so 
many people working in their embassy in Ireland given our lack of cultural and economic links?  
What level of contact has there been with the UK on the taking in of refugees?

Let me refer to what is needed practically�  I was contacted this morning by a man who owns 
one of six houses in Enfield, County Meath whose owners are willing to give them over for this 
effort.  Where can someone go?  The pledge site is not exactly ready for offers at this level yet, 
but these are very real, practical offers.

Rachel Diyaolu from Carlow was studying medicine in Sumy State University�  She spent 
the last week hiding in a bunker at a hostel as Russian shelling intensified.  Through the help of 
two volunteer drivers, she has managed to make it to the border�  It is to be hoped she can make 
it over the border and home to safety�  What is going to happen to her medical studies?  She is 
studying to become a doctor�  These are the practical responses that we need to take as a State 
for our citizens and for the refugees coming here�  It is not just about housing�  It is going to be 
about education, childcare and everything else�  What can we do for the likes of Racheal and 
everyone else coming here?

08/03/2022E00200The Taoiseach: On the question of the numbers at the Russian embassy, I have not asked 
about the numbers there�  Be under no illusions�  We have about six in Moscow, including three 
diplomats�  Any actions mean reciprocal actions on the other side�  We judge it necessary to 
retain diplomatic channels right now in terms of protecting and having channels to help Irish 
citizens in particular situations�  The Deputy has just mentioned the young student, Racheal 
Diyaolu, who is endeavouring to flee from Ukraine.  Channels must be kept open as a matter 
of pragmatism, as a way of protecting citizens and in terms of raising issues about which we 
are concerned�  That is notwithstanding the appalling provocation from earlier statements from 
the embassy that there was never going to be an invasion or a war, and we saw how false and 
untrue those statements were�

In relation to the UK, my understanding is there have been discussions between the Home 
Secretary and the Minister of Justice, Deputy McEntee�  We have pointed out to the UK that we 
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are part of a European Union-wide response in waiving visa requirements�  It is a humanitar-
ian response�  That will continue to be our position in respect of prioritising the humanitarian 
response above and beyond anything else�

08/03/2022E00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The world is rightly horrified at the unfolding disaster that 
is being unleashed on the people of Ukraine with Putin’s bloody, inexcusable and murderous 
invasion of that country�  Ireland’s voice needs to be absolutely clear in condemning utterly that 
murderous invasion�  We need, as I think it is clear the people of this country want, to extend ev-
ery form of humanitarian assistance and support to those suffering under the bombs, bullets and 
shells of the Russian military, and to those who are fleeing their homes to escape this bloody 
conflict.  We must provide refuge and be as generous as we possibly can in providing refuge for 
those fleeing from the Ukrainian crisis.

I must say, however, that it is extremely worrying to me that it seems that there is a clamour 
of media commentators and, more seriously, the Taoiseach and leading Ministers, who seem 
to be trying to exploit this Ukrainian tragedy and crisis to argue that we need to move Ireland 
away from its traditional position of military neutrality and closer to NATO and the project of 
European militarisation�  We heard it from the Tánaiste last week and we have heard it from 
the Taoiseach.  The latest example of this came from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon 
Coveney, who was speaking in New York to the US Council on Foreign Relations, a body 
packed with hundreds of senior government officials, arguing that we need to consider greater 
co-operation with NATO and increased arms expenditure�

I find it absolutely extraordinary that in the face of the dire consequences of warmonger-
ing and militarism on the part of Putin, there is a thought that somehow more militarism, more 
arms expenditure and allying more closely with a military alliance that has also conducted and 
supported murderous wars elsewhere in the world is somehow a legitimate response�  If we are 
opposed to Putin’s brutal and unjustifiable invasion of Ukraine, and we must be, we should not 
respond to that by joining an alliance dominated by powers that, for example, are supporting 
the Saudi dictatorship, which is conducting an equally murderous war in Yemen that has killed 
more than 300,000 people over the past four years and has now, according to the UN, brought 
14 million people to the brink of starvation, or by continuing to ignore what Amnesty Interna-
tional is calling the crimes against humanity that Israel commits against Palestinians, supported 
and armed by the United States and the western powers�  In the face of this tragedy, is it not 
time to recommit to Ireland’s position of military neutrality, which does not mean ignoring this 
crisis, but being a voice for sanity against the madness of warmongering and militarism?

08/03/2022F00300The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising the issue�  I agree that Russia stands con-
demned in the international court of opinion for its appalling atrocities against the civilian 
population of Ukraine and for its unjustifiable and unprovoked war on Ukraine, its territorial 
integrity and its sovereignty�  Everybody else tried everything to stop Russia going to war�  
Leading NATO countries the Deputy decries on an ongoing basis and accuses of being militarist 
in their orientation did everything they could to say to President Putin he did not need to go to 
war, that any security concerns he had could be transparently dealt with in terms of either mis-
sile deployment or troops deployment on the Continent of Europe, and that if he had issues with 
deployments in eastern Europe, he should talk and we should have a forum for discussion�  That 
needs to be acknowledged and the Deputy needs to acknowledge it too, because I can recall two 
or three weeks ago he was describing NATO as the warmongerer in the situation when it has 
been far from it�  There has been only one warmongerer here and that has been Russia�
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In terms of what the Deputy might describe as the clamour of media commentators around 
the issue of neutrality, that is called democracy�  We might not like views, but that is democ-
racy�  We cannot decry the clamour of commentators�  We should actually embrace the clamour 
of commentary because that represents diversity of opinion and viewpoints and the rights of 
people to reflect.  This crisis does cause a need for further reflection on the overall security ar-
chitecture within Europe and within the wider world�

Ireland has a tradition of military non-alignment or military neutrality�  We have never been 
politically neutral�  Indeed, even in 1939, when the German representative came to the Irish 
Government, it was made very clear to that representative of the closeness and how Britain 
would always have to get consideration�  De Valera himself said that�  He said it rendered it 
inevitable for the Irish Government to show a certain consideration for Britain�  Likewise, as 
we have evolved through our membership of the European Union, we developed in 1999 the 
Partnership for Peace with NATO to sustain interoperability if we were on peace missions or 
peace enforcement missions with NATO countries�  We have been part of permanent structured 
co-operation, PESCO�  We have been part of battle groups, none of which were ever deployed 
but which ensured the Irish Defence Forces were at a certain modern competence and capacity 
to enable them to do what we do best, which is peacekeeping�  Ireland does peacekeeping well�  
We have the longest unbroken record in terms of peacekeeping since about 1957, when we first 
started our peacekeeping role in the world�

We do need a discussion on this, however, although not right now�  In the middle of a terrible 
war we should be concentrating our resources on helping the people of Ukraine in a practical 
way�  I think we could look at a citizens’ assembly to discuss these issues in the fullness of time, 
where detailed prepared submissions and perspectives from a wide range of opinion could be 
articulated�

08/03/2022F00400An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up, please�

08/03/2022F00500The Taoiseach: That should not be done now.  We need to concentrate on the war effort 
in terms of helping people to come out of that and stopping the war�  Supporting the people of 
Ukraine should be our immediate priority, rather than getting, if you like, diverted on a debate 
around military neutrality and so on�  It has not stopped anything we need to do with our Euro-
pean colleagues in respect of helping Ukraine�

08/03/2022F00600An Ceann Comhairle: We are way over time�  Before we go on, can I ask Deputies to 
please adhere to the time allocated�

08/03/2022F00700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: This morning I received an email from a former member 
of the Defence Forces who described how at every single military checkpoint he or any Irish 
soldier was ever at, their safety and our credibility was protected by our neutrality�  He went on 
to say that, lately, we have been picking our fights, and the more we do so, the more we lose 
our integrity�  He asked me to urge this House to keep the faith with military neutrality for that 
reason�  That is the problem�  If we oppose the madness we are seeing unfolding in Ukraine, 
we have to be consistent in opposing all militarism and all imperialism and not be selective�  
Absolutely, we must condemn Putin’s brutal invasion, but are we going to condemn less what 
the Saudi dictatorship is doing in Yemen now, supported by the US and the UK, who are mem-
bers of NATO, and are armed to the teeth by the West, or what Amnesty International describes 
as crimes against humanity on an ongoing basis against the Palestinian people, or say nothing 
about it?  Does neutrality not mean standing against all warmongering and all dictators, and do 
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we not have to hold fast to that tradition that indeed helped found this State, with the ideas of 
people like James Connolly and the rebels of 1916 rebelling against the madness of the First 
World War?

08/03/2022G00200The Taoiseach: We were recently elected to the United Nations Security Council, which is 
about as good a benchmark for our credibility in the international world as anything I can think 
of�  That is because we have pursued an independent foreign policy as members of the European 
Union, the greatest characteristic of which has probably been our nuclear non-proliferation 
initiatives.  This began with the then Minister for External Affairs, Frank Aiken, as part of the 
Irish resolutions at the UN in the 1950s�  He was a true architect of the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons�  Those are the kinds of issues that need to be worked through in 
respect of anybody’s reflections on how we might evolve our independent foreign policy within 
the European Union context and our solidarity with European Union nations�

To be fair to all the commentary so far, people are pointing up that the world is changing�  
President Putin has fundamentally changed the multilateral rules-based order by the nature of 
his unprovoked attack on Ukraine�  It would be foolish to ignore that reality�  The European 
Union is exposed security-wise-----

08/03/2022G00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It is horrible, but so is the war in Yemen�

08/03/2022G00400The Taoiseach: -----in respect of what has now happened�

08/03/2022G00500Deputy Seán Canney: I take the opportunity to wish every female in this country and 
across the world the best of luck on International Women’s Day�  I think, in particular, of the 
staff I have in my own office who do a great job when I am not there and I wish them well.

On Ukraine and all that has been talked about here today, I wish to make a suggestion in 
the context of what we will be doing next week in celebrating St Patrick’s Day and week, when 
we will be showcasing Ireland globally as the small island nation that we are that has spread 
throughout the world�  Ministers and Government representatives will travel to the far ends of 
the world in celebration of that, and rightly so, because it is a great thing that we can do that�  It 
is a great occasion for people on these foreign soils to see our Ministers there celebrating our 
Irishness�  The Taoiseach himself alluded to the peacekeeping role we have and the fact we now 
have a seat on the United Nations Security Council�

Effectively, we have a great reputation but we are basing that on a success story of struggle 
for our independence�  I am asking the Taoiseach, as a mark of solidarity with Ukraine, that 
we consider for next week raising the Ukrainian flag with the Irish flag at every embassy and, 
where we are greening our Irish buildings across the globe, that we also include the colours of 
Ukraine as a mark of respect and solidarity with these people?  It would be important for people 
across the world to say how we in Ireland, with our great reputation, are going to share our day 
with the Ukrainian people, bearing in mind all the atrocities they have got undergone in the past 
ten days�  It would be a noble gesture, a small one for us to do, but would be a giant indication 
right across the world of what Ireland thinks about what is happening right now�

It is an opportunity and will cost nothing, other than a few bulbs here and there with an ad-
ditional flag to be raised.  The Taoiseach might consider that.

08/03/2022G00600The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising this suggestion�  We have considered this 
in Government and I agree with the Deputy�  As a result of the appalling situation and war in 
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Ukraine, we have evolved our tone and theme of St� Patrick’s Day next week from an overt 
focus on Ireland to a broader focus on the fact Ireland is an active, engaged and fully committed 
member of the international community that stands by democracy, the rule of law and human 
rights�  We will use St� Patrick’s Day and that week basically to highlight our solidarity with 
Ukraine and the values for which the Ukrainian people are standing�  That is a key issue�  The 
theme of St� Patrick’s Day was about reconnection coming out of the pandemic, with people 
reconnecting in person nationally and globally, and illustrating the connectedness and interde-
pendence of the world�  Again, that has been demonstrated in respect of the people of Ukraine 
standing up for fundamental values that we all share and want to see protected - freedom, de-
mocracy and human rights�

In all the various speaking occasions, we will highlight the situation in Ukraine and Ire-
land’s solidarity with the people of Ukraine�  Members of the Government will represent Ire-
land in approximately 30 countries across Europe, America and Asia, and they will use those 
occasions to reassert our unequivocal commitment to democracy and to the people of Ukraine�  
National day receptions will go ahead where possible overseas, and we are looking at ways to 
recognise Ukraine and its people at official receptions that will be organised.  No Russian or 
Belarusian representatives will be invited to any official St. Patrick’s Day events.  Speeches at 
receptions and events will make appropriate reference to the situation in Ukraine as it prevails 
at the time they are delivered�  More than 70 bespoke virtual receptions are in full production 
and will make appropriate reference to the situation in Ukraine as it prevails at the time they 
are delivered�  The Global Greening programme in partnership with Tourism Ireland has been 
an enormous success over the years�  We are re-examining that for St� Patrick’s Day in terms of 
how we can interweave it with a Ukrainian theme as well�

We believe we can use the unique access that St� Patrick’s Day gives Ireland around the 
world as a platform to express our solidarity with the people of Ukraine and to seek to strength-
en the global coalition of support for Ukraine and its people�  It is appropriate we do so, as 
an active, engaged and fully committed member of the international community of free and 
democratic nations and to reassert out solidarity with the people of Ukraine�  I take on board 
what the Deputy has said�  We are of one mind; that is the way we have been thinking about this 
since the war broke out�  We need to act in solidarity and use the occasions to highlight what is 
happening�

08/03/2022H00200Deputy Seán Canney: I thank the Taoiseach for his very positive response�  It is important 
we enhance our reputation as peacekeepers and use this opportunity in the 30 separate locations 
across the world mentioned by the Taoiseach�  Having been at St� Patrick’s Day celebrations in 
China and in eastern Europe, I fully understand the value of making sure we promote Ireland�  
However, on this particular occasion it is important we use it to support the Ukrainians in their 
hour of need and to ensure they are not forgotten in any part of the world�

I also suggest that the Taoiseach invite the President of Ukraine to address both Houses of 
the Oireachtas through Zoom at some stage�  He is due to that this evening in London�  It would 
be a way to show we are with him and his people in this hour of need�  When we had our hour 
of need, we had allies�  We must ensure we continue to make the Ukrainian people aware we 
are with them in whatever way we can, humanitarian or whatever else, to ensure we get them 
over their hour of need�

08/03/2022H00300The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising those issues�  We have maintained contact 
with the Ukrainian Government�  I spoke last week to the Prime Minister, Mr� Denys Shmyhal�  
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On behalf of everybody, I committed our continued humanitarian support and, in terms of the 
sanctions, our full support of a very proactive policy on sanctions to act not just as a deterrent 
but to try to put pressure on the Russian regime to end the war, have a complete cessation of 
violence and to allow dialogue to happen to create an environment for people to escape from the 
extraordinary terror and anxiety to which they are being subjected at present and which we see 
on our television screens every evening.  This year St. Patrick’s day will be different.  It will be 
different because on all our minds will be the plight of the people of Ukraine.  This must govern 
our actions and shape how we respond�  It is as simple as that�

08/03/2022J00200An Ceann Comhairle: That concludes Leaders’ Questions�  I take it in the context of this 
discussion that Members are very happy we will continue to illuminate the House in the Ukrai-
nian colours as we have been doing from the start of this dispute�

08/03/2022J00250Deputies: Hear, hear�

08/03/2022J00275An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

08/03/2022J00300An Ceann Comhairle: The report of the Business Committee has been circulated and can 
be taken as read�  Are the proposed arrangements for this week’s business agreed to?

08/03/2022J00400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Not agreed�

08/03/2022J00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed�

08/03/2022J00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Dáil will not sit next week, as Deputy Canney has 
averted to, because of St� Patrick’s Day�  Therefore, it is absolutely essential that we act urgently 
this week on the matter of spiralling costs of petrol, diesel and home heating oil�  I have put the 
proposal to the Taoiseach that a financial resolution be drafted and brought before us tonight, 
tomorrow night or at the earliest available opportunity to ensure that consumers and families 
see immediate relief and immediate price reductions�  For the life of me, I cannot understand 
why the Taoiseach is not taking this initiative�  The EU authorities and the Commission can deal 
with VAT and no doubt will deal with other issues�

08/03/2022J00700An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

08/03/2022J00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The issue of excise is a matter for government and a matter 
for the House�  Therefore, we are quite insistent that the Government act and bring forward this 
financial resolution this week.

08/03/2022J00900An Ceann Comhairle: Please, Deputy�  The time is well up�

08/03/2022J01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: No more delay�

08/03/2022J01100Deputy Mattie McGrath: I was very disappointed with the Taoiseach’s response to Deputy 
McDonald earlier�  We need action now�  We sleepwalked into this crisis�  Blaming Ukraine and 
what goes on there is horrific.  There is no excuse and the public know it.  There is a 64 cent in 
excise and carbon tax on every litre of petrol and 54 cent on every litre of diesel�  This can be 
wiped away with the stroke of a pen�  I demand a full debate�  The Rural Independent Group 
has been on this for a long time�  Anyone could have seen it coming�  We need a debate�  We 
need a resolution, as Deputy McDonald said, to strike out the charges and cut at least 50 cent 
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from the price�

08/03/2022J01200An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�

08/03/2022J01300Deputy Mattie McGrath: People cannot afford to work, live, play or produce food.  It is 
a crazy situation�

08/03/2022J01400An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you�

08/03/2022J01500Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Taoiseach will go off for Paddy’s day and I wish him well 
on his travels�  I have no objection to it�  He will leave the people languishing�  The people are 
furious�

08/03/2022J01600An Ceann Comhairle: Please, Deputy�

08/03/2022J01700Deputy Mattie McGrath: They cannot heat their homes or anything else�  We need a de-
bate on this matter�  We need a Dáil motion�  We can do it-----

08/03/2022J01800An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is over time�

08/03/2022J01900Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am sorry but it is such an important issue�

08/03/2022J02000An Ceann Comhairle: I know it is but the Deputy is way over time�

08/03/2022J02100Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Government needs to be awoken from its slumber on this�

08/03/2022J02200Deputy Brendan Howlin: As the House knows, we had hoped to take the remaining Stages 
of the Proceeds of Crime (Gross Human Rights Abuses) Bill this week�  It passed Second Stage 
last December�  It is a very short and concise Bill to extend the powers of CAB to deal with 
those abusing human rights wherever�  It is particularly apt and important right now in the con-
text of the past 12 days�  It would have shown a clear signal of solidarity and our determination 
to stand with the people of Ukraine�  It has not proven possible for, in truth, technical reasons�  
I listened carefully to what the Taoiseach said earlier on Leaders’ Questions, that we have to 
look outside the norms in this crisis and look outside the box�  I appreciate that the Chairman 
of the justice committee has called a meeting this evening to see whether we can waive pre-
legislative scrutiny�  I appreciate that the Minister for Justice has agreed to meet me tomorrow 
to see whether we can advance this�

08/03/2022J02300An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

08/03/2022J02400Deputy Brendan Howlin: If we cannot do it this week, it is important that we have special 
legislation to deal with this�  Since we will not have Private Members’ time, will the Taoiseach 
undertake to give Government time to conclude the legislation speedily?

08/03/2022J02500Deputy Mick Barry: The European leaders will meet in Versailles on Thursday and Friday�  
They will discuss the Russian invasion as it impacts on the economy and on energy supply�  No 
doubt they will also discuss military matters.  Of course they will.  Perhaps no official decisions 
will be made in this regard but a process will be got under way without a doubt�  Yet there are 
no statements on that meeting in the House this week�  There should be statements on this issue 
in the House this week�  When there is a meeting of the European Council, we have statements 
beforehand�

08/03/2022K00200The Taoiseach: This is an informal meeting�
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08/03/2022K00300Deputy Mick Barry: The Taoiseach says this is an informal meeting�  Let us have an in-
formal debate�  When the European Council meets, we have pre-meeting statements and post-
meeting statements�  This meeting is more important than 95% or even 99% of the European 
Council meetings held in recent times but there are to be no statements�  Why not?  I propose 
a special meeting of the Business Committee this afternoon to arrange such a debate�  Will the 
House agree to that?

08/03/2022K00400Deputy Cathal Berry: In light of the unfolding humanitarian catastrophe in Ukraine and 
the fact that President Zelenskiy is addressing a number of parliaments around Europe and, in-
deed, the world, the Regional Group is of the view that he should be invited to address the joint 
Houses of the Oireachtas by video link at his convenience�  I would be grateful if the Business 
Committee could hold an urgent meeting with regard to scheduling such an engagement�  We 
spoke to the Ukrainian ambassador this morning and she is very much in favour of the proposal�  
She has agreed to contact the President’s office directly, pending, of course, the approval of the 
House�  I would be grateful for the support of the Government and all parties and Independent 
Members in the House in that regard�

08/03/2022K00500Deputy Joan Collins: Last week, I raised the fact that Deputy Pringle had requested a 
debate on the national maternity hospital�  In his response, the Taoiseach said that he was not 
averse to such a debate�  The Chief Whip was sitting behind him at the time�  Despite this, when 
Deputy Pringle raised the matter again in a meeting of the Business Committee, it was still not 
put on the agenda�  I ask the Taoiseach to ensure such a debate is included on the agenda for this 
week or for when we come back from the break�

08/03/2022K00600The Taoiseach: As I said to Deputy McDonald earlier, the Government is aware of the is-
sues with regard to rising fuel prices and acknowledges the enormous impact these increases in 
energy prices are having on people in terms of going to work, heating their homes and so on�  
The matter is under active consideration by the Government�

08/03/2022K00700Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: It is a bit late�

08/03/2022K00800The Taoiseach: The Government will respond�  To respond to Deputy Mattie McGrath, we 
are certainly not sleepwalking into this�  This war is 13 days old�  It is having, and will continue 
to have-----

08/03/2022K00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: What is 13 days old?  This has been going on for years�

08/03/2022K01000Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: If the Government listened to us, this would be sorted, but it 
is asleep�

08/03/2022K01100An Ceann Comhairle: Will the Deputies let the Taoiseach answer the question?

08/03/2022K01200Deputy Mattie McGrath: What he is saying is not accurate�  The Government does not 
want to know about any crisis�  The only thing that is going up is carbon tax�

08/03/2022K01300An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach is running out of time now�

08/03/2022K01400The Taoiseach: The Government responded to the cycle of inflation induced by the pan-
demic with a budget package of €500 million.  The war is going to mean a lot more inflation.  It 
will mean that life will not be quite the same as we thought it would be, at least for 2022�  That 
is all I am saying�



8 March 2022

313

08/03/2022K01500Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: The Taoiseach keeps saying that�

08/03/2022K01600The Taoiseach: The Government will respond to this�

To respond to Deputy Barry’s comments, this is an informal meeting of the European Coun-
cil hosted by the French Presidency�  Conclusions will not be drawn from it�  I would not be 
as conspiratorial as the Deputy about it�  On the one hand, it will deal with a number of issues 
pertaining to the strategic compass�  On the following day, the economic repercussions of the 
war and of the Covid pandemic and the economic future of Europe will be discussed�  It will be 
a general discussion and more exploratory with regard to its breadth�  On Thursday, I anticipate 
discussions on the security crisis arising from the war in Ukraine�  We expect to be briefed on 
the war in Ukraine and where matters lie in that regard�

On Deputy Berry’s point, that is fundamentally a matter for the Oireachtas�  The Govern-
ment will co-operate with and be of assistance to the Oireachtas in facilitating President Zel-
enskiy addressing the Dáil or a joint sitting of the Oireachtas�  I would have no issue with that, 
subject to facilitating President Zelenskiy because every presentation of this kind he undertakes 
carries security risks from his perspective and that of Ukraine�  We will do whatever we can 
to be of assistance�  We are well aware of what Ukraine wants and what it is seeking from the 
European Union�  We have provided our full per capita contribution to the European peace 
facility�  We have also provided humanitarian aid and have agreed with the European Union in 
respect of visas and so on�

08/03/2022K01700Deputy Brendan Howlin: Will the Taoiseach address the question on the Magnitsky leg-
islation?

08/03/2022K01800The Taoiseach: We facilitated that Act on Second Stage�  I have no issue with lifting-----

08/03/2022L00100Deputy Brendan Howlin: We have none�

08/03/2022L00200The Taoiseach: Hold on a second�  Those involved are not convinced that the Act is perfect 
or will do what it says on the tin�

08/03/2022L00300Deputy Brendan Howlin: Amend it�

08/03/2022L00400The Taoiseach: Leaving that to one side, we have no objection to facilitating its passage�  I 
think the Deputy wants pre-legislative scrutiny waived and he will meet the Minister tomorrow 
to discuss that�  I do not have an issue with that now�

Deputy Joan Collins should bring the matter she raised forward in Private Members’ time�

08/03/2022L00500Deputy Joan Collins: It was already voted for in Private Members’ time�

08/03/2022L00600The Taoiseach: Every week there are calls for debates on a range of issues and we need to 
allow Government time for legislation�

08/03/2022L00700Deputy Joan Collins: That is not good enough�

08/03/2022L00800The Taoiseach: It is a tight week and everybody wants statements on different items.  It 
happens every day in the Dáil�

08/03/2022L00900Deputy Joan Collins: This is one of the biggest projects facing the country for women�



Dáil Éireann

314

08/03/2022L01000The Taoiseach: The Minister will bring this to the Government in the coming weeks and 
we will have a decision on that�

08/03/2022L01100Deputy Joan Collins: That is why we need a debate�

Question put�

3 o’clock  

The Dáil divided by electronic means�

08/03/2022O00100Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Given the importance of this issue and the need for urgent 
Government action in respect of fuel and energy costs, under Standing Order 83(3)(b) I propose 
that the vote be taken by other than electronic means, or, in other words, by a walk-through 
vote�

Question again put: “That the proposed arrangements for this week’s business be agreed to�”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 65; Níl, 53; Staon, 0.
Tá Níl Staon

 Berry, Cathal.  Andrews, Chris.
 Browne, James.  Bacik, Ivana.
 Bruton, Richard.  Barry, Mick.

 Burke, Colm.  Boyd Barrett, Richard.
 Butler, Mary.  Brady, John.

 Byrne, Thomas.  Buckley, Pat.
 Cahill, Jackie.  Cairns, Holly.
 Calleary, Dara.  Carthy, Matt.

 Cannon, Ciarán.  Collins, Joan.
 Carey, Joe.  Collins, Michael.

 Carroll MacNeill, Jennifer.  Connolly, Catherine.
 Chambers, Jack.  Conway-Walsh, Rose.
 Costello, Patrick.  Cronin, Réada.

 Cowen, Barry.  Crowe, Seán.
 Creed, Michael.  Cullinane, David.
 Crowe, Cathal.  Daly, Pa.

 Devlin, Cormac.  Doherty, Pearse.
 Dillon, Alan.  Donnelly, Paul.

 Donnelly, Stephen.  Farrell, Mairéad.
 Donohoe, Paschal.  Funchion, Kathleen.

 Duffy, Francis Noel.  Gannon, Gary.
 Durkan, Bernard J.  Gould, Thomas.
 English, Damien.  Guirke, Johnny.

 Farrell, Alan.  Healy-Rae, Danny.
 Feighan, Frankie.  Healy-Rae, Michael.
 Fitzpatrick, Peter.  Howlin, Brendan.

 Flaherty, Joe.  Kenny, Martin.
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 Flanagan, Charles.  Kerrane, Claire.
 Fleming, Sean.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.

 Griffin, Brendan.  McDonald, Mary Lou.
 Harris, Simon.  McGrath, Mattie.
 Higgins, Emer.  Munster, Imelda.

 Hourigan, Neasa.  Murphy, Catherine.
 Humphreys, Heather.  Murphy, Paul.

 Kehoe, Paul.  Mythen, Johnny.
 Lahart, John.  Nash, Ged.
 Leddin, Brian.  O’Callaghan, Cian.

 Madigan, Josepha.  O’Donoghue, Richard.
 Martin, Catherine.  O’Reilly, Louise.
 Martin, Micheál.  O’Rourke, Darren.
 Matthews, Steven.  Ó Laoghaire, Donnchadh.
 McAuliffe, Paul.  Ó Murchú, Ruairí.

 McGrath, Michael.  Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
 Moynihan, Michael.  Pringle, Thomas.

 Murnane O’Connor, Jen-
nifer.

 Quinlivan, Maurice.

 Naughten, Denis.  Ryan, Patricia.
 Naughton, Hildegarde.  Shortall, Róisín.

 Noonan, Malcolm.  Smith, Duncan.
 O’Brien, Joe.  Stanley, Brian.

 O’Callaghan, Jim.  Tóibín, Peadar.
 O’Connor, James.  Tully, Pauline.

 O’Dea, Willie.  Ward, Mark.
 O’Donnell, Kieran.  Whitmore, Jennifer.
 O’Dowd, Fergus.

 O’Gorman, Roderic.
 O’Sullivan, Christopher.

 O’Sullivan, Pádraig.
 Ó Cathasaigh, Marc.

 Rabbitte, Anne.
 Richmond, Neale.

 Ryan, Eamon.
 Shanahan, Matt.
 Smith, Brendan.
 Smyth, Niamh.
 Stanton, David.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Brendan Griffin and Jack Chambers; Níl, Deputies Mattie McGrath 
and Pádraig Mac Lochlainn�
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Question declared carried�

08/03/2022R00200An Ceann Comhairle: We will proceed to Questions on Promised Legislation�  There are 
17 Members indicating and 19 minutes to take this business�  Is it agreed that Members will 
have a maximum of 30 seconds per question and the Taoiseach the same to answer?  Agreed�

08/03/2022R00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: We are heartbroken at the horrific scenes of Ukrainian 
people, mainly women and children, fleeing for their lives.  We are witnessing the largest dis-
placement of people in Europe since the Second World War�  To stop this humanitarian disaster, 
we have to stop the war�  Members of the Government have speculated that Ireland might be 
required to accommodate up to 100,000 refugees�  This is a huge scale of people seeking refuge 
and the question arises as to how a system that is already stretched can accommodate a chal-
lenge like this�  Where will these refugees live and what is the accommodation plan?

08/03/2022R00400The Taoiseach: First, I want to say in passing that I think we need to reflect on what we just 
did, in such an enclosed environment and with so many people, in terms of a roll-call vote�  It is 
farcical in itself but makes no sense at all from a Covid perspective�  Covid has not gone away�  
I just have to say that�

(Interruptions).

08/03/2022R00600An Ceann Comhairle: Deputies, please�

08/03/2022R00700The Taoiseach: It is something we should reflect on.  I just had to get it off my chest because 
I found it incredible what we did, as a collective group in an enclosed space, when we have 
technology available to vote and enable a vote to be done�  We really should cop on a small bit�

In regard to the biggest humanitarian crisis we have seen since the Second World War be-
cause of the war on Ukraine, every effort will be made by the Government to co-ordinate and do 
what we can�  There are no immediate answers, but what it will mean is that some of the norms 
that would characterise business as usual will have to be put to one side in terms of enabling 
facilities and allowing work to be done to create accommodation�  We no longer have the luxury 
of saying we cannot have this development over here or that development over there�  The crisis 
is going to be so big, in my view, that we will have to pull out all the stops as quickly as we can, 
as a society and as a Government, to do what we need to do�

08/03/2022R00800Deputy Duncan Smith: This morning, I met with representatives of the Endometriosis 
Association of Ireland to discuss the crisis in endometriosis care in this country�  This illness is 
suffered by up to 100,000 women in Ireland but we do not know the overall figures.  I have three 
questions for the Taoiseach in this regard�  What will the Government do to tackle the wait-
ing time for diagnosis of endometriosis, which can take up to nine years?  Is the Government 
seeking to upskill GPs and provide adequate screening tools to help diagnose the illness more 
quickly?  Will the Taoiseach commit to a national strategy for endometriosis, such as exists in 
France and Australia?

08/03/2022R00900The Taoiseach: The Minister for Health is opening several endometriosis specialist centres 
in 2022 as part of an overall women’s health strategy that will see an allocation of up to €30 
million-odd, and €48 million in a full year, to women’s health, with a particular focus on endo-
metriosis as well as other issues�
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08/03/2022R01000Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: The cost of fuel has risen to unbearable levels�  The rate of the 
increases is raising many questions as to whether it is solely down to global factors or if there 
is a possibility that price gouging is happening at the pumps as we speak�  Will the Taoiseach 
investigate whether there is price gouging?  Otherwise, there is no guarantee that any mooted 
VAT or excise reductions will be passed on to consumers�  It is an important issue�

08/03/2022R01100The Taoiseach: The Deputy has raised a very fair point�  There could be evidence of some 
price gouging going on but, clearly, there is a broader issue of an increase in fuel prices, which 
is receiving the Government’s active attention right now�  I take the Deputy’s point and do not 
disagree with the need to be vigilant to make sure price gouging is not occurring�

08/03/2022R01200Deputy Paul Murphy: On International Women’s Day, I raise the plight of refugees fleeing 
from the brutal invasion of Ukraine, who are overwhelmingly women and children�  I trust the 
Government is doing everything possible to assist Irish citizens in getting out�  By now, there 
are numerous and credible reports of blatant racism against refugees trying to flee Ukraine, in-
cluding racism both by the Ukrainian military and by, for example, Polish border guards�

08/03/2022R01300An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach to respond�

08/03/2022R01400Deputy Paul Murphy: CNN, Vox, TIME and others - I could go on and on - have had re-
ports of separate lines for white and black refugees�

08/03/2022R01500An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up, Deputy�

08/03/2022R01600Deputy Paul Murphy: Does the Taoiseach condemn this racism and will the Government 
act to ensure all refugees, regardless of colour or passport, are welcome in Europe?

08/03/2022R01700An Ceann Comhairle: There will have to be a lesson in timekeeping for Deputies from 
Solidarity and People Before Profit.

08/03/2022R01800The Taoiseach: First, I refer to the reports of Paul Cunningham of RTÉ from the Polish-
Ukrainian border�  As a correspondent with experience covering a number of wars, he has said 
he cannot get over the comprehensive and very efficient response of the Polish authorities to an 
enormous migration of Ukrainians into Poland�  Nobody would tolerate or accept any racism 
being applied to any migrants, but we have to be balanced on this�  The Deputy said there is 
wholesale racism�  I have to go by what people are saying who are on the ground locally�

08/03/2022R01900An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Taoiseach, the time is up�

08/03/2022R02000The Taoiseach: There has been an extraordinary response overall to the crisis�

08/03/2022R02100Deputy Seán Canney: In light of the announcement last Sunday by the Minister for Agri-
culture, Food and Marine asking farmers to grow grain to try to make up for some of the short-
fall and risk arising out of the Ukrainian crisis, how will the Government provide the fertiliser, 
grain and machinery that are required?  Many farmers, including in my constituency, have not 
done tillage in a hell of a long time, since the sugar factory closed in Tuam�

08/03/2022R02200An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  The time is up�

08/03/2022R02300Deputy Seán Canney: I am asking the Taoiseach how this is going to be done�

08/03/2022R02400An Ceann Comhairle: We have heard the question�  The Taoiseach to respond�
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08/03/2022R02500The Taoiseach: The Minister is meeting with the farm organisations�  There will be a need 
to grow grass and make sure we have enough animal feed for next year�  We will take no 
chances or shortcuts�  There will be a very challenging environment ahead in terms of animal 
feed and global grain supply�  It makes sense that we change tack in terms of our agricultural 
portfolio and, working in partnership with the farming organisations and farmers, that we do so 
in a measured and sensible way�

08/03/2022R02600Deputy Mattie McGrath: When is the Taoiseach going to support the men and women, 
the postmasters of Ireland, who did sterling work during the Covid period?  Post offices were 
some of the only places that stayed open and looked after people�  The postmasters are on their 
knees, and if they do not get some package by this summer, they will be gone�  Beidh siad imi-
the�  The Taoiseach knows this better than I do�  They have been 20 years telling us here about 
this.  Hundreds of post offices have closed already and many more will close if postmasters do 
not get some recognition and support and action is not taken to stop social welfare offices from 
taking the business�  The processing of driver licences and many other types of business could 
be given to them�

08/03/2022R02700An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�

08/03/2022R02800Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Government has a death wish against the post offices.  Will 
the Taoiseach please support them?

08/03/2022R02900The Taoiseach: We have no death wish against anybody, particularly not the postmasters 
and post offices of Ireland.  We are doing everything we possibly can to sustain and support 
them and will continue to do so�

08/03/2022R03000Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ar Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan, is masla amach is amach é go 
bhfuil an Taoiseach ag dul ar aghaidh le cainteanna rúnda ar chúla téarmaí ó thaobh an ospidéil 
náisiúnta máithreachais de�  It is an absolute insult, on International Women’s Day, that the Tao-
iseach said to my colleague that we should use Private Members’ time to raise this issue�  On 
three occasions, we have done so and the Dáil has appealed unanimously to the Government to 
ensure we have a public hospital on public land�  Will the Taoiseach commit, on International 
Women’s Day, to putting this issue down as a matter of urgency for full, open and frank debate?

08/03/2022R03100The Taoiseach: Ní aontaím leis an Teachta go bhfuil sé maslach in aon chor�  Tá an-chuid 
ama don Fhreasúra chun ábhair éagsúla a chur os comhair na Dála agus iad a phlé�  Tá an seans 
sin ag na Teachtaí chomh maith leis sin�  On International Women’s Day, the imperative, for me, 
is that we build a modern maternity hospital that can cater for the women of Ireland, especially 
in the region the hospital will serve�  The current hospital facilities are appalling�  The debate 
has gone on for far too long�  The consultants in the hospital, numbering 54, I believe, wrote to 
the public media making it very clear that all procedures and so on would be carried out in such 
a modern hospital�

08/03/2022S00200Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: What does the Government intend to do in the 
short term to alleviate the impact of rising fuel and energy costs on businesses and consumers?  
I am aware this is a very serious issue for the Taoiseach and that, from talking to all of us, he is 
aware of it�

I also want to talk about Ukraine.  It has had an effect on fuel costs.  I have had contact with 
a family in Carlow regarding a case that I am sure the Taoiseach is aware of, namely, that of a 
medical student, Racheal, who is trapped in Ukraine�  The good news is she is on her way to 
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Moldova with a Scottish rescue team.  Will staff from the Department of Foreign Affairs be in 
Moldova to assist her?  It is going to be a good news story�  It is important everyone work with 
Racheal�

08/03/2022S00300The Taoiseach: We are all very conscious of the impact of the war in Ukraine and various 
issues on fuel prices, the cost of home heating and, in particular, the cost of getting to work that 
is incurred at the petrol pump�  The Government is keeping this under very active consideration, 
as I said earlier, and will continue to do so�

On Racheal’s journey from a war zone, it is good to witness the progress being made�  We 
are in constant contact with Irish citizens, including Racheal�

08/03/2022S00400Deputy Francis Noel Duffy: The €8 billion retrofit package is monumental and never been 
seen before in the history of the State�  It delivers on one of the Green Party’s most important 
policies, which is designed to eradicate fuel poverty and make homes warmer, healthier and 
more valuable�  However, I believe a cohort of society has been left out, namely, pensioners�  
Will the Taoiseach consider going a step further to improve the retrofit package by introduc-
ing an equity release scheme for those nearing pension age and old-age pensioners so they can 
improve the quality of their homes?

08/03/2022S00500The Taoiseach: I would have to give that some thought�  Some equity release schemes are 
not the best sometimes for senior citizens�  I would like to explore these issues further with the 
Deputy�

08/03/2022S00600Deputy Imelda Munster: On International Women’s Day 2022, women who experience 
domestic violence and abuse are still being turned away from refuges�  In fact, nine counties 
throughout the State do not have any domestic violence refuge at all�  The Minister for Justice, 
Deputy McEntee, said there would be extra places by the end of the year, but women cannot 
wait that long�  When will women be a priority for the Government?  When will every woman 
in the State have a refuge when she desperately needs it?

08/03/2022S00700The Taoiseach: The Minister for Justice and Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth have published the audit on refuge spaces for women who are victims of 
domestic abuse and sexual violence�  The work will commence very quickly on that�  Of course, 
it will take time to design facilities and work with groups on the ground in given locations to 
bring about the construction and development of new public facilities�

08/03/2022S00800Deputy Paul McAuliffe: I just came from a fantastic International Women’s Day event in 
Finglas this morning�  As a member of the gender equality committee to deal with the recom-
mendations of the Citizens’ Assembly, I want to ask the Government whether it intends to hold 
a referendum on the issue of a woman’s place in society and how we might reflect caring in our 
Constitution, in addition to addressing many of the other recommendations of the assembly?

08/03/2022S00900The Taoiseach: That matter is under consideration by the Government�  The Government is 
positively disposed to holding such a referendum�  The timelines have to be discussed�

08/03/2022S01000Deputy Pa Daly: Killarney National Park is under severe pressure in tackling biodiversity 
challenges, carrying out repairs and dealing with rhododendrons.  Contracts for the five general 
operatives employed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service expired this month�  Since last 
June, they have built a new bridge on the old Kenmare road, railings and pens for the white-
tailed eagles, and they have replaced rotten seating�  Will the Taoiseach, as we approach the an-
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niversary of the fire, which is next month, retain these workers, give them permanent contracts 
and commit to a plan to protect the ecosystem?

08/03/2022S01100The Taoiseach: I will talk to the Minister responsible for that area to see what the specifics 
are�  I am not au fait with the specific contracts.

08/03/2022S01200Deputy Colm Burke: Today is International Women’s Day�  In the budget, funding was 
provided to make free contraception available to women between 17 and 25�  I understand the 
scheme is to be in place in August�  What is the current status of the legislation?  When will it be 
published?  What engagement has there been with professionals to date to ensure there will be 
a comprehensive service available for those aged between 17 and 25 from August of this year?

08/03/2022S01300The Taoiseach: My understanding is that it stands to be introduced in the autumn, in Au-
gust or September�  This is when the Minister envisages introducing it�

08/03/2022S01400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Before the war in Ukraine, we urged the Taoiseach to use 
the powers the State has under the consumer Act to control the spiralling prices of heating fu-
els and energy, which are impoverishing huge numbers of people and increasing fuel poverty�  
There is an even stronger case for that now with the spiralling prices as a result of the Ukraine 
war�  Some of this is being fuelled by speculation, which should also not be allowed�  Does the 
Taoiseach now think it is time for the Government to use the powers available to control the unit 
prices of heating fuel and energy?

08/03/2022S01500The Taoiseach: The matter is under active consideration by the Government in terms of the 
broader issue of the increased fuel prices�

08/03/2022S01600Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Taoiseach mobilised all his troops — his own Deputies, 
Fine Gael Deputies and the Greens — to continue hurting people going to work, including 
hauliers and farmers, who are suffering because of the exorbitant cost of fuel.  The Government 
is raking it in�  It is taking more than a euro for every litre sold at the pumps, and poor people 
are perishing at home because they will not be able to afford the cost of home heating oil.  The 
Government closed Bord na Móna when there was no real alternative�

08/03/2022S01700An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up�

08/03/2022S01800Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Government does not want Shannon LNG�  What does it 
want?  Does it want to paralyse the country?

08/03/2022S01900An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Deputy�  I call on the Taoiseach�

08/03/2022S02000Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: Does it want to stop every wheel that is turning and have 
people perish with the cold?

08/03/2022S02100An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy has asked his question�  I call on the Taoiseach�

08/03/2022S02200Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: What does it want?  How long more is it going to keep the 
people suffering?

08/03/2022S02300An Ceann Comhairle: We will let the Taoiseach state what he wants�

08/03/2022S02400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: It is nothing to smile about-----

08/03/2022S02500The Taoiseach: The Government is actively considering an issue regarding fuel price in-
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creases; the Government has no interest in hurting anybody�  The Deputy knows well these are 
international matters�

08/03/2022S02600Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The Taoiseach should realise the Government is hurting peo-
ple, and every day it is going on, the more it hurts them�

08/03/2022S02700An Ceann Comhairle: Will the Deputy let the Taoiseach answer?

08/03/2022S02800The Taoiseach: Shouting and roaring does not get the point across, in my view�  Shouting 
and roaring the point does not make it right�  The bottom line is that international circumstances 
have forced a very bad situation in terms of global oil and gas prices�  We are dealing with it, 
we have dealt with aspects of it, and we are going to deal with it again�

08/03/2022S02900Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: The more it goes up, the more-----

08/03/2022S03000An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan�

08/03/2022S03100Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: Cork Life Centre, with its many stakeholders, has spent years 
engaging with the Department of Education on proper funding for its service�  Following ne-
gotiations during the summer of 2021, in which the Taoiseach and I were involved, the centre 
accepted an interim funding agreement with the Department based on a commitment that talks 
would continue and a framework would be put in place to provide for sustainable payment and 
security of jobs at the centre�  Will the Taoiseach update us on the framework?  Will he provide 
us with an update on the out-of-school provision report, which was initiated in 2017?  When are 
we likely to see it published?

08/03/2022S03200The Taoiseach: As I said before, Cork Life Centre provides a very considerable service 
to a very important cohort of learners with a diverse range of needs whose individual require-
ments can be such that it can be difficult for them at times to be in mainstream education but 
who really flourish and develop well within the centre and under the supports available there.  
The centre plays a very important role in providing an holistic educational service�  As a result 
of discussions, a package of support of €175,500 and 6,000 teaching hours to the centre for this 
school year is now being provided�  It is important to state this level of co-operation is a baseline 
level of provision for the centre from both the Department of Education and the Department of 
Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science�  The scope of the review of 
the out-of-school sector, which the Deputy talked about, includes Cork Life Centre�  The rec-
ommendations of the review will inform future policy�  It will be published shortly�

08/03/2022S03300An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�  We are out of time�

08/03/2022S03400The Taoiseach: That will then establish the longer term arrangements for Cork Life Centre 
in the context of a sustainable framework for out-of-school provision�  The Department will 
continue to work with the staff and board of the centre, which is doing such excellent work for 
young people�

08/03/2022S03500Deputy Emer Higgins: I wish everybody in the House and working in the Houses of the 
Oireachtas a very happy International Women’s Day�  As we celebrate it, many of us are think-
ing of the women of Ukraine who are fleeing their home country because of a war of Russia’s 
making�  I fully support Ireland’s commitment of 100,000 welcomes to 100,000 Ukrainians, 
but unfortunately, many of the women who will be coming here from Ukraine will still face 
inequality when they get here�  In the spirit of International Women’s Day, how do we plan to 
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support Ukrainian women arriving here in Ireland in terms of housing, healthcare, childcare and 
community provision?

08/03/2022T00200The Taoiseach: First of all, I wish to make the point that, already, very significant sup-
ports have been offered by Ireland as a member of the EU in the waiving of visa requirements 
and through the temporary protection directive, which gives residency to all Ukrainian women 
fleeing to Ireland with their children and assists them in accessing social protection payments, 
education, childcare and accommodation�  The accommodation piece will be very challenging, 
as will education, in terms of the provision of interpreting and translation services and matching 
numbers�  Some schools will be in a position to absorb numbers and others will not be in a posi-
tion to absorb such high numbers�  It is going to be very challenging, but we will do everything 
we possibly can�

08/03/2022T00300Ban on Sex for Rent Bill 2022: First Stage

08/03/2022T00400Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: I move:

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill entitled an Act to create an offence of requiring 
or accepting sex as a condition of accommodation and an offence of arranging or facilitating 
the requirement or acceptance of sex as a condition of accommodation�

This Bill seeks to introduce a specific criminal offence for the practice of demanding sex in 
lieu of rent.  It will also create a specific offence for the advertising of sex in lieu of rent, both 
for individuals placing such advertisements and also for anyone, whether platforms or publica-
tions, publishing or accepting such advertisements�  The intention in the Bill is clear�  The pen-
alties that are outlined in it include imprisonment of up to seven years or a fine.  The Minister 
for Justice has confirmed to the Dáil that no specific criminal offence for this practice currently 
exists�  The Garda has informed the Joint Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage that the PULSE system does not record sex for rent complaints as a specific category.  This 
is not surprising, as the practice is not a specific criminal offence in legislation currently.

In a crisis, there are always people who will seek to exploit others who are vulnerable and 
in desperate need of accommodation�  This practice shows the depraved depths of the housing 
crisis, where a small minority of grossly exploitative landlords expect sexual favours in return 
for putting a roof over people’s heads�  It is completely and utterly unacceptable�  It is an abhor-
rent practice�  No one should be subjected to these kinds of demands when they are looking for 
somewhere to live�  It is particularly worrying that migrants, who often have reduced access to 
support networks, information and advice, have been targeted in particular�  Unfortunately, no 
comparable research has been done in Ireland, but research done in the UK by the housing and 
homeless charity Shelter suggests that 30,000 women in the UK were propositioned for sex in 
lieu of rent between March 2020 and January 2021, which is a period of less than a year�  That 
shows the extent of the problem�

I commend Ann Murphy of the Irish Examiner, who has highlighted this problem through 
her very high-quality investigative journalism�  She has done a very important piece of work in 
giving visibility to what some renters have been subjected to�  One young Italian woman told 
the Irish Examiner that trying to find a room in Dublin “is like falling in a dangerous hell”.  She 
made that comment after she had been on the receiving end of multiple requests and demands 
for sex in lieu of rent�
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We are seeking cross-party support for this Bill and calling on the Government to ensure the 
speedy passage of the legislation�  While this kind of exploitation can be more severe during a 
crisis and people can take advantage of the crisis, it is very important to reiterate that no one is 
suggesting that this type of abhorrent behaviour is any way reflective of landlords in general.  
In fact, rather than it being a practice linked to traditional landlords, there is some evidence it is 
linked, in some instances, to people who are attempting to sublet rooms�

Before I conclude, I wish to reference one example that Ann Murphy covered in the Irish 
Examiner�  She told the story of one woman in Waterford city who responded to an advertise-
ment for a room in October 2021�  After the woman moved into the accommodation, the land-
lord told her she could live there without paying rent in exchange for sex, and she moved out�  
The landlord then tried, on multiple occasions, to contact the woman�  After that, the landlord 
actually turned up at her workplace, which is utterly unacceptable�  That level of intimidation 
has no place at all in Ireland�  Renters should not be subject to such exploitative behaviour that 
makes them feel unsafe�  Women and migrants should not be subjected to these attempts of 
gross exploitation when all they are seeking is simply somewhere safe to live and shelter�  I ask 
for cross-party support for the Bill�  The Government has committed to do something about this 
issue�  The Bill is ready for the Government, if it wants to progress the legislation�

08/03/2022T00500An Ceann Comhairle: Is the Bill opposed?

08/03/2022T00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): No�

Question put and agreed to�

08/03/2022T00800An Ceann Comhairle: Since this is a Private Members’ Bill, Second Stage must, under 
Standing Orders, be taken in Private Members’ time�

08/03/2022T00900Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: I move: “That the Bill be taken in Private Members’ time�”

Question put and agreed to�

08/03/2022T01100An Ceann Comhairle: I thank Deputy O’Callaghan for persistently raising in the House 
what is an abhorrent business�

08/03/2022T01200Data Protection Act 2018 (Access Modification) (Health) Regulations 2022: Motion

08/03/2022T01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Regulations in draft:

Data Protection Act 2018 (Access Modification) (Health) Regulations 2022,

a copy of which has been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 2nd March, 2022�

Question put and agreed to�
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08/03/2022T01500Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) (No. 2) Order 2022: 
Referral to Joint Committee

08/03/2022T01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves the following Order in draft: 

Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) (No� 2) Order 
2022,

copies of which have been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 23rd February, 2022, 
be referred to the Joint Committee on Education, Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science, in accordance with Standing Order 95(5), which, not later than 29th 
March, 2022, shall send a message to the Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing Order 
101, and Standing Order 100(2) shall accordingly apply�

Question put and agreed to�

08/03/2022T01800Ceisteanna - Questions

08/03/2022T01900Civil Service

08/03/2022T020001� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when the Civil Service Management 
Board, chaired by the Secretary General of his Department, will next meet� [9274/22]

08/03/2022T021002� Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach when the Civil Service Management Board, 
chaired by the Secretary General of his Department, will next meet� [11390/22]

08/03/2022T022003� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the Civil Service Management 
Board, chaired by the Secretary General of his Department, will next meet� [11770/22]

08/03/2022T023004� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the Civil Service Management Board, 
chaired by the Secretary General of his Department, will next meet� [11773/22]

08/03/2022T024005� Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach when the Civil Service Management 
Board, chaired by the Secretary General of his Department, will next meet� [12883/22]

08/03/2022T02500The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 1 to 5, inclusive, together�

The strategy will be implemented through a series of three-year action plans�  The plans 
detail the precise goals and initiatives that will progress each of the strategic priorities�  Our 
progress on the commitments within these action plans will be continually measured, evaluated, 
and reported on.  The first such action plan, Civil Service Renewal 2024, has been published 
and will deliver on specific actions over the next three years.

08/03/2022T02600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The independent panel on strengthening Civil Service ac-
countability and performance made a number of recommendations in 2014, one of which was 
the establishment of the Civil Service accountability board, chaired by the Taoiseach�  My col-
league, Deputy Mairéad Farrell, raised the issue of the board’s work with the Taoiseach last 
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month.  The Taoiseach confirmed then that the board had not met in some time.  In fact, it has 
not met since 2016�  That is six years ago�  Has the board been stood down?

4 o’clock

If so, is that because it had concluded its work?  If so, was the decision to stand down the 
Civil Service accountability board formally announced at any stage?

  The Civil Service management board, by distinction, does meet regularly and is tasked 
with strengthening the performance of the Civil Service, strategic oversight and delivery of 
stringent governance, as the Taoiseach described, but it does not seem to have any account-
ability function.  The Civil Service Renewal 2030 strategy published last year briefly notes the 
strategy will build a Civil Service that encourages - that is the word it uses - accountability and 
this work will be supported by accountability mechanisms, but those are the only references to 
accountability in the entire strategy�  What body or board is currently responsible for ensuring 
effective accountability of Civil Service and public service management?  Specifically, I ask the 
Taoiseach to answer my questions in respect of the Civil Service accountability board which, as 
I stated, has not met since 2016�

08/03/2022U00200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I have a practical question for the Taoiseach�  How many employ-
ees of Departments are currently working remotely, in percentage terms or in real terms?  Every 
time I, one of my staff or even a constituent picks up a phone to seek to talk to somebody within 
a Department, we are met with an answering machine�  Strangely, many of these answering 
machines actually declare the messages will not be checked�  We are living in 2022�  This is a 
tech island and it is really difficult for people to understand that phones cannot be diverted to 
people who are working remotely�  I am very much in favour of people working remotely�  It is 
a good thing�  I represent Meath West�  Half the people of County Meath are forced to leave the 
county every day to go to work�  It is a good thing that people are able to work from home�  Can 
we not have a system, however, whereby phone calls are diverted to key staff so we can talk to 
them and gain an understanding of questions on which we are working?

I raised a question with the Department of Transport in respect of salaries within the Depart-
ment�  I was told the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, has a PR adviser on a salary of more 
than €93,000 per year�  We have been talking about largesse in Civil Service wages for a long 
time�  That salary is incredible because this particular role does not provide anything whatsoev-
er of benefit to citizens.  Does the Taoiseach have any PR consultants?  What wages are they on?

08/03/2022U00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Even before the Russian invasion of Ukraine, there were 
spiralling inflation and cost-of-living increases.  When I was briefed by the Department of Fi-
nance, it said the war in Ukraine and the impact on energy prices was going to add another 4% 
on top of that in terms of further inflation.  I ask the Taoiseach to confirm that and update the 
House on it�  In that regard, when public servants, of whom the Government is the employer, 
are limited to 1% increases, that means the people the Government employs are going to be 
suffering significant wage cuts in the coming period.  In that context, does the Taoiseach think 
we need to revise that and give pay increases to public and civil servants, and indeed all work-
ers, but particularly the ones this Government employs, to compensate for the spiralling cost of 
living?

08/03/2022U00400Deputy Paul Murphy: Has the Civil Service management board considered introducing 
a four-day week without loss of pay for public sector workers?  There is a growing movement 
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demanding a four-day week, understanding it would cut carbon emissions by up to 20% and, 
obviously, provide significantly more work-life balance for workers.  Workers understand that 
productivity has gone through the roof yet the hours people work and much of the wages they 
get have remained the same, with the benefits going to the bosses, by and large.  According to 
the OECD, workers in Ireland add $110 to GDP for every hour they work, twice the level that 
pertained in 2008�  GDP per hour worked has doubled in Ireland in the past 15 years but where 
is the reduction in working hours and the increase in wages?  Is this something the Civil Service 
management board has considered?

08/03/2022U00500The Taoiseach: In the first instance, Deputy McDonald raised the issue of the accountabil-
ity board�  It has not met since 2016�  In fact, two Governments have now passed and we need 
to reflect on what are the best accountability mechanisms in terms of civil servants more gener-
ally and otherwise�  There are internal accountability mechanisms, of course, within the various 
pieces of legislation, such as the ministerial Act, that govern the role of the Minister and the role 
of Secretaries General in terms of accountability, benchmarking, standards and so forth�  The 
Civil Service management board was established under the 2014 Civil Service renewal plan�  It 
comprises Secretaries General and heads of offices and is chaired by the Secretary General to 
the Government�  It provides a forum, mainly for sharing issues and challenging and strengthen-
ing the performance of the Civil Service as a collective�  The immediate focus of the board is 
on overseeing the implementation of the priorities in the Civil Service renewal plan and imple-
menting the ambitious programme of reform in the Civil Service Renewal 2030 strategy and the 
Civil Service Renewal 2024 action plan�  As I stated, the minutes of that meeting are available 
on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform�

In terms of wider issues of accountability, there are accountability mechanisms within each 
Department according to the layers of staff and so on and at different levels-----

08/03/2022U00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Has the accountability board been stood down?

08/03/2022U00700The Taoiseach: Again, it does not exist and has not met since 2016, so the de facto answer 
is “Yes”�  I will come back to-----

08/03/2022U00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Was that announced?

08/03/2022U00900The Taoiseach: No, I do not think it was�  It just happened around 2016�  I will have to 
check that out again and come back to the Deputy on it�

In relation to the point raised by Deputy Tóibín, I do not have a figure here in terms of how 
many people within the public service are working remotely�  There was during the pandemic a 
general view that if we could facilitate off-site working, obviously for public health objectives 
at the time, we should do so�  That was achieved but workers are now returning to work�  I will 
endeavour to get some assessment for the Deputy in respect of the numbers and the situation in 
terms of how many staff members are availing of remote working, how many are coming back 
to the office and what type of pattern will emerge into the future in terms of how many days are 
worked in office and how many days are worked out of office. 

I will follow up on the Deputy’s point regarding phone calls being directed to key staff.  It 
is a reasonable point that there is a need to get access to public servants who are in decision-
making mode or who can answer or respond to a query, as opposed to getting an answering 
machine�  There are other mechanisms, as all present are aware, in terms of seeking responses 
on issues or in terms of information that Deputies may seek from given Departments�  That 
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should be readily available�  Departments generally take a proactive approach in that regard�  
For example, the Department of Social Protection, Revenue and others provide information up 
front on websites and so on�  That will continue to be the case�  It is also the approach in terms 
of publishing strategy documents and so on�

As regards the final point raised by the Deputy, I am not aware of the specific position.  I do 
not employ a PR consultant in my Department�

08/03/2022U01000Deputy Peadar Tóibín: What about PR staff?

08/03/2022U01100The Taoiseach: Well, the Government press secretary is there and always has been, and 
there is the Government Information Service, GIS, because communications are important�  I 
can recall right throughout the pandemic the clarion call was for more communications on is-
sues of vital importance to employers, employees, the general public and various sectors of 
the economy�  Communications are important in that respect and information is given and pre-
sented to people�

In respect of the points made by Deputy Boyd Barrett around spiralling inflation, I agree 
with regard to the situation prior to the war in Ukraine but, again, security-related issues and 
issues in relation to the management of oil stocks and in terms of the release of oil and gas 
from Russia all had an impact, along with the pandemic�  As economies are coming out of the 
pandemic, an imbalance between supply and demand has arisen�  Demand rose dramatically 
as societies emerged from the pandemic�  There was an inability to meet that with supply, and 
inflation occurred.  It was 5.7% in February.  I cannot confirm right now what the Deputy is 
saying in respect of it rising to 8% or 9% but that could be the case�  Given what has happened 
in Ukraine, it is likely to increase�  The Deputy is familiar with the fact that the price of a barrel 
of oil on the international markets has gone from $96 on 25 February to approximately $130 
today�  That shows how international and global this problem is�  Likewise, the UK natural gas 
and wholesale markets are now trading at approximately £5�70 a therm, which is a near-record 
high after prices more than doubled last week�  This day last year, gas cost 45p a therm�

The latest Central Statistics Office data on wages show that average hourly earnings in the 
fourth quarter of 2021 were up 2�6% from a year earlier and were up 8�2% from the fourth 
quarter of 2019.  The average annual consumer price index inflation rate was 2.4% in 2021 and 
-0�3% in 2020�

We are actively considering the situation right now because of the war in Ukraine�  We took 
measures a couple of weeks ago to the value of €500 million�  We introduced an electricity 
rebate and lowered the drugs payment scheme threshold�  Transport charges are being reduced 
from the end of April, which will benefit 800,000 users.  A fuel allowance lump sum payment 
of €125 will be paid to 390,000 recipients�  Those measures will have an impact but the Gov-
ernment is giving active consideration to the current situation arising out of the war on Ukraine 
and its impact on oil prices�  

Deputy Paul Murphy raised the issue of a four-day week within the public service, which 
we have not given consideration to�  There have been various discussions and debates but in 
real terms I consider that this proposal is some time off yet in terms of where we are now.  Full 
research needs to be undertaken in respect of such an initiative, which would have a very sig-
nificant impact all around.  We have announced an extra bank holiday the day after St. Patrick’s 
Day, which will be on St� Brigid’s Day every year after that�  I believe I have covered all of the 
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questions raised�

Question No. 6 withdrawn.

08/03/2022V00300Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

08/03/2022V004007� Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with 
the German Chancellor� [11438/22]

08/03/2022V005008� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting 
with the German Chancellor� [11090/22]

08/03/2022V006009� Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Ger-
man Chancellor� [12786/22]

08/03/2022V0070010� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meet-
ing with the German Chancellor� [12790/22]

08/03/2022V0080011� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with 
the German Chancellor� [12793/22]

08/03/2022V0090012� Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
German Chancellor� [12798/22]

08/03/2022V0100013� Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
German Chancellor� [12802/22]

08/03/2022V0110014� Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with 
the German Chancellor� [12884/22]

08/03/2022V0120015� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Ger-
man Chancellor� [12961/22]

08/03/2022V0130016� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Ger-
man Chancellor� 

08/03/2022V01400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 7 to 15, inclusive, together�

I visited Berlin for a one-day programme of events on 22 February�  I met the German 
Chancellor, Olaf Scholz�  We discussed the extremely concerning situation in Ukraine which 
has deteriorated significantly since our meeting.  Ireland stands with our EU partners in making 
clear that there can be no compromise on Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity�  The 
invasion by Russia of Ukraine and its attack on its people is an outrageous and immoral breach 
of the most fundamental and basic principles of international law�  Our thoughts are with the 
people of Ukraine in their most difficult hour.

The Chancellor and I discussed bilateral relations between our two countries�  Ireland and 
Germany are old and close friends and relations between us are growing stronger all the time�  
We looked forward to deepening even further our economic and trade links and to strengthen-
ing cultural connections between our two countries�  We also work closely together in the EU, 
where we are of like mind on so many of the vital challenges we face�
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The Chancellor and I also discussed a number of issues on the European Council’s agenda, 
including economic recovery and investment�  As we drive forward with the green and digital 
transformations, we need to ensure we take advantage of these new opportunities to deliver 
high-quality and high-skilled jobs across the European Union�  Our Governments share a high 
level of ambition on climate action and we both support the EU’s climate goals for 2030 and 
beyond�

I was glad to have the opportunity to thank the Chancellor in person for Germany’s support 
and solidarity throughout the Brexit process�  I also took the opportunity to brief Chancellor 
Scholz on the difficult political situation in Northern Ireland, and the importance of ensuring 
a period of calm ahead of the Northern Ireland Assembly elections in May�  Both Ireland and 
Germany want to see a strong and durable partnership between the European Union and the 
United Kingdom in the future�  For this to happen, existing agreements, including the protocol, 
need to be implemented in good faith�

While in Berlin I had a meeting with Dr� Christian Bruch, CEO of Siemens Energy, and 
representatives of IDA Ireland, during which we discussed the outlook for renewable energy 
development across Europe and here in Ireland�

Before departing Berlin, I laid a wreath on behalf of the Government and the people of Ire-
land at the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe�

08/03/2022V01500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As there are at least eight speakers for these questions, I will 
allow one minute per person�  We are already over time�

08/03/2022V01600Deputy Neale Richmond: When I submitted this question two weeks ago, the content and 
tone of the Taoiseach’s meeting would have been very different from today.  It is absolutely 
telling that when the Taoiseach finished his comments, he mentioned that he laid a wreath at 
a memorial to those who perished in the Holocaust�  Just last week, we saw the graveyard of 
many people who had been killed by Nazi soldiers in Ukraine bombed again�

My four supplementary questions might not relate directly to the Taoiseach’s recent meeting 
but might be relevant to future discussions�  I would have liked to have talked a great deal more 
about the economy and Ireland’s bilateral relationship�  I will put my four questions�  First, do 
the Taoiseach and the Chancellor believe there is scope for further EU sanctions against Russia?  
I believe a great deal more can be done in respect of tying up loopholes�  Second, what discus-
sions were there on future energy divestment?  I refer not only to moving away from a reliance 
on fossil fuels but also and in particular from a reliance on imported gas and oil from Russia�  
Third, an area that needs real focus is greater co-operation between Ireland, Germany and all 
partners in identifying security threats�  Fourth, has there been any discussion on organising 
refugee airlifts from Poland?

08/03/2022V01700Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: As the Taoiseach said, since his meeting with Chancellor 
Scholz, the situation in Ukraine has deteriorated�  Russia’s violation of international law and its 
succession of war crimes have played out and continue to play out before the eyes of the world�  
Nearly 2 million men, women and children are estimated to have fled.  As today is International 
Women’s Day, we are particularly mindful of the Ukrainian women who have fled in such 
numbers with their children and we send our solidarity to them�  Under the Geneva Convention, 
Russia has an international obligation to open humanitarian corridors to facilitate evacuations 
and to enable NGOs to provide food, water and medicine for those who remain�  As a respected 



Dáil Éireann

330

non-aligned nation with a long and distinguished history of peacekeeping and a seat on the UN 
Security Council, I believe we are very well placed to press for that�

08/03/2022V01800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank the Deputy�

08/03/2022V01900Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I echo the Taoiseach’s thanks to Chancellor Scholz and to 
the German Government for their solidarity regarding the Good Friday Agreement and the Irish 
protocol.  It is extremely difficult to run through all of my contribution in one minute, a Leas-
Cheann Comhairle�

08/03/2022V01950An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are way over time�

08/03/2022V01975Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It is a bit ridiculous�

08/03/2022V02000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I agree absolutely but now is not the time to argue because 
the clock is running.  Certainly, it is very difficult.  I call Deputy Boyd Barrett, who also has 
one minute�

08/03/2022V02100Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Today, the Taoiseach once again rightly, as we all do, con-
demned the crimes against humanity of Vladimir Putin in the invasion of Ukraine�  The Taoise-
ach has cited his support for sanctions and so on against Russia, with the possible replacement 
of Russian gas and energy�  The Taoiseach may be interested to know that as one response to 
this, President Joseph Biden’s advisers are considering that he should go to Saudi Arabia to 
replace Russian oil with Saudi Arabian oil�  I wonder what the Taoiseach thinks about the irony 
of this because Saudi Arabia is a brutal dictatorship supported by the US and the UK, armed by 
them, and engaged in a bloody war in Yemen�  Does the Taoiseach think it would be consistent 
to replace the oil and gas from Russia, one despotic warmongering country, with the oil of an-
other despotic warmongering country, Saudi Arabia?

08/03/2022V02200Deputy Paul Murphy: Did the Taoiseach raise with Chancellor Scholz the urgent need for 
the cancellation of Ukrainian debt?  If not, will he raise it at the meeting in Versailles?  This is 
a demand from ordinary people in Ukraine for a cancellation of the debt which is a crushing 
burden on the economy�  The total foreign debt of Ukraine is $125 billion and debt-servicing 
expenditure for 2022 is expected to be around $6�2 billion, or 12% of all state budgetary ex-
penditure in the year�  The IMF component of that debt is approximately one half�  The people 
of Ukraine are subject to a brutal austerity programme by virtue of an IMF so-called bailout�  
The people of Ukraine are saying that this debt needs to be completely cancelled�  That is an 
immediate assistance that could be provided to the people�  Will the Taoiseach raise this at the 
meeting in Versailles?

08/03/2022W00200Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: The situation has obviously got worse since these questions 
were tabled�  Some of us met the Ukrainian ambassador earlier�  She is calling for the Russian 
ambassador here to be given his marching orders and, beyond that, to cut off seaports and such 
to the Russians.  This creates difficulties, particularly for Germany.  What conversations have 
there been in that regard at EU level?  I also accept Deputy Boyd Barrett’s comment with regard 
to Saudi Arabia and the fact that the west has failed to deal with other sets of oppressors and 
invaders�  Was there any conversation about the dangers of hybrid and cyber attacks?  What 
mitigations are there in respect of the energy costs we are dealing with?

08/03/2022W00300Deputy Barry Cowen: Did the Taoiseach discuss the energy crisis during his meeting with 
the German Chancellor?  For example, did the Taoiseach seek the German Chancellor’s support 
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were he to raise at the meeting in Versailles the option for the European Union to champion the 
provision of a European renewable super-energy grid, combining the potential of Ireland’s west 
coast offshore capabilities with southern Europe’s solar potential?  While this would surpass 
the programme for Government commitments in this regard by the Government, it would be 
the beginning of a solution that would see us at the start of a pipe rather than at the end of one 
for Russian gas�  This creates a huge opportunity for our country and for Europe and I hope the 
Taoiseach will initiate a process in the leadership meeting to allow Europe to return at the next 
meeting with a response to that request�

08/03/2022W00400Deputy Mick Barry: The German Chancellor has decided to triple military spending and to 
rearm Germany�  Presumably, he will attend the meeting of European leaders in Versailles this 
week and, no doubt, will encourage other European leaders to follow his example�  Who will 
provide a voice of sanity at this gathering and say, “No”?  Europe should not engage in a mas-
sive arms race�  The Continent should not be divided into armed camps�  Will anyone dare to 
point out that a German rearmament, an arms race and increased co-operation with the United 
States and NATO will play into Putin’s hands and make it easier for him to rally Russians be-
hind him and try to undermine the anti-war movement in that country?  Will Ireland provide 
such a voice of sanity, or will the Irish Government join with the other leaders and take further 
steps down the road of militarising Europe?

08/03/2022W00500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: For the last three months, Aontú has been calling for a decrease 
in excise duties and VAT on fuel�  The reduction of VAT and excise duties would drastically 
reduce the cost of fuel immediately�  Many other countries have done it, yet this Government 
appears not to have even asked the European Union if it can do it�  Also, with regard to OPEC, 
what pressure is this country and the international community putting on OPEC to increase the 
supply of oil into the market to help with the cost spikes?

Finally, should this time not be used to redouble our efforts to decarbonise the economy for 
global warming reasons, cost-of-living reasons and geopolitical reasons?  Should we not be 
looking to increase the number of microgeneration units that can have access to the grid with 
a feed-in tariff?  Should there not be more of an effort now to provide grants for electric cars?  
Should there not be a stronger effort to reduce our level of dependence on carbon fuels?

08/03/2022W00600The Taoiseach: First, there is an overall theme in the replies�  Deputy Boyd Barrett raised 
the issue of Saudi Arabian oil as opposed to Russian oil�  I believe Deputy Cowen hit the nail 
on the head�  It is not to choose, but to end our dependency on fossil fuels and to end our depen-
dency on Russian gas and oil, in particular, because there is a vulnerability-----

08/03/2022W00700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Not so much Saudi Arabia�

08/03/2022W00800The Taoiseach: I do not agree with the Deputy’s moral equivalence�

08/03/2022W00900Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Jesus, they just chop up people with swords�

08/03/2022W01000The Taoiseach: The one country in the world that has wreaked terrible war on a people is 
Russia�  The Deputy keeps trying to qualify and dilute it�

08/03/2022W01100Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I am just against all dictators�

08/03/2022W01200The Taoiseach: Let us keep a singular focus now on Russia and what it is doing - killing 
women and children�
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08/03/2022W01300Deputy Paul Murphy: Why not Saudi Arabia?

08/03/2022W01400The Taoiseach: Stop coming in here every day trying to qualify it and having an each-way 
bet�

08/03/2022W01500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It is the same in Yemen�

08/03/2022W01600Deputy Paul Murphy: It is the same in Yemen�

08/03/2022W01700The Taoiseach: What I am witnessing is appalling�  I want to say this much: I have no truck 
with any despot or any dictatorship regime�

08/03/2022W01800Deputy Paul Murphy: What about what is happening in Yemen?

08/03/2022W01900An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Let the Taoiseach reply�

08/03/2022W02000The Taoiseach: I know that the European Union is the most peaceful organisation on the in-
ternational geopolitical landscape right now�  Europe is the biggest donor to Ukraine right now�  
Europe is the biggest donor to Africa right now�  Europe has been the biggest donor of vaccines 
across the globe�  Europe is playing its part, and all I hear here are attempts to try to undermine 
Europe’s role�  The next objective has to be-----

08/03/2022W02100Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It is selling arms to the Saudi dictatorship�  The Taoiseach 
does not want to mention that�  It is embarrassing�

08/03/2022W02200The Taoiseach: My view, in terms of what everybody has said here, is that the fundamen-
tal change and the lesson from this war, which is as clear as night follows day, is that we must 
double down on renewables�  That is the ultimate way out of this, so that countries do not have 
leverage to shield and protect their despotic regimes�  That is the lesson�  Germany has worked 
very hard for decades to reach out the hand of friendship to Russia, to work with Russia and to 
have strategic patience in terms of how Russia might develop and so forth�  I do not decry, and 
we are in no position to lecture, Germany now�  Germany has not invested in its military to the 
same extent as others have for decades, for obvious historical reasons�  However, this attack, 
turning the world’s rule-based order upside down, means Germany has to take the action it is 
taking�  I cannot criticise Germany for what it is doing�  Germany must make sure that its people 
and its way of life are protected�  It is vulnerable�  Europe is vulnerable now, if one looks at the 
array of military hardware that was on display at sea, in the air and on the ground by Russia in 
the last month or so.  We have to wake up and smell the coffee.

08/03/2022W02300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The Taoiseach certainly does�

08/03/2022W02400The Taoiseach: There are realities here�

08/03/2022W02500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Taoiseach, we are out of time�

08/03/2022W02600The Taoiseach: I believe Europe needs to work very hard on renewables�  The idea of a 
super, pan-European renewable grid is something that will take time to develop, but it is some-
thing on which Europe should focus�  I will raise it with the European Commission and others�  
By the way, the European Commission has said that when it looks at the energy map of Europe, 
the only way out is more renewables�
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08/03/2022W02700Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

08/03/2022W0280017� Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engagements 
with church leaders� [12787/22]

08/03/2022W0290018� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent en-
gagements with church leaders� [12791/22]

08/03/2022W0300019� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engagements 
with church leaders� [12794/22]

08/03/2022W0310020� Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engagements 
with church leaders� [12803/22]

08/03/2022W0320021� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engagements 
with church leaders� [12962/22]

08/03/2022W03300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 17 to 21, inclusive, together�

Like public representatives generally, I meet church leaders informally from time to time in 
the course of attending official functions.  The most recent formal meeting I had took place on 
15 April 2021 when I met with the leaders of the all-island Christian churches, including the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Church of Ireland, the Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church 
and the Irish Council of Churches�  We discussed the ongoing contribution to peace building 
and the work churches undertake on an ongoing and daily basis at community level in Northern 
Ireland�

The church leaders and I recognised the remaining years of the decade of centenaries as 
profoundly important and sensitive moments in engaging with the shared history of these is-
lands, and agreed that it would be important to promote a sensitive, inclusive and respectful 
approach in the marking of the centenaries still to come�  I briefed the church leaders on the 
Government’s shared island initiative�  Both the church leaders and I recognise the importance 
of dialogue, engagement and respect for all communities and traditions on these islands�

The church leaders and I agreed that the pandemic has posed challenges for all citizens 
in terms of their mental health and well-being, and recognised the importance of faith to the 
spiritual and mental well-being of many people and communities�  Thankfully, restrictions have 
been lifted and places of worship are now fully open�

08/03/2022W03400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: As the Taoiseach knows, this is International Women’s 
Day�  In this country, church organisations have played a pretty terrible role, historically, in their 
treatment of women and their denial of rights to women�  This is something we have begun to 
overcome with the successful campaigns to repeal the eighth amendment, for marriage equality 
and so forth�  Yet, it is still the intention of this Government to pay for the new maternity hospi-
tal we need, but to leave it in the ownership of the Sisters of Charity�  This is an organisation that 
was part of the Ryan report and the residential institutions Bill; in other words guilty of abuse 
of women�  It will be leased from them through a company that will be owned by the Sisters of 
Charity�  By the way, at present, as I highlighted last week, they are just about to evict a blind 
70-year-old woman who was in one of those institutions on that site�  She still has not received 
compensation for her treatment at the hands of the Sisters of Charity�  She is now being evicted 
by them�  This is the organisation to which the Taoiseach will give the national maternity hos-
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pital�  The Sisters of Charity have cancelled the lease with the HSE, which provided disability 
housing for this woman�  Does the Taoiseach really think this organisation, which is doing this 
to women such as Eleanor, should be handed the national maternity hospital?

08/03/2022X00200Deputy Paul Murphy: The Catholic bishops have, this week, finally agreed to hand over 
patronage of eight schools so that they can become secular schools�  This is after a decade of 
talk following the forum on patronage in 2012.  At this rate it will take 3,000 years to finally 
have a secular primary school system in this country�  Even more alarming are the reports today 
that the church may be doing with these schools exactly what Deputy Boyd Barrett explained 
in respect of the national maternity hospital, that is, hanging on to ownership of the schools 
and expecting the State to pay it rent every year for the use of the schools�  Will the Taoise-
ach clarify whether the schools are being fully transferred into public ownership or will they 
be leased from them?  When will the full details of the deal be published?  We stand for fully 
secular, fully public education and healthcare�  They should be taken fully out of the control of 
the church and into the hands of the State, democratically controlled by staff, parents and the 
communities they serve�

08/03/2022X00300Deputy Mick Barry: The Provision of Objective Sex Education Bill 2018 is being blocked 
by the Taoiseach under Article 17�2° through a money message�  The Bill would remove the 
issue of a school’s ethos as grounds for not fully teaching objective sex education�  In the after-
math of the killing of Ashling Murphy I suspect there is massive support in society for a range 
of legislative changes, including the passing of such a Bill.  One in five detected sex crimes 
reported to gardaí involved people aged under 18 as victim and perpetrator�  Is the Taoiseach 
prepared to tell church leaders that school ethos can no longer interfere with the teaching of 
objective sex education?  Is he prepared to remove the money message he has been using to 
block the Bill?

08/03/2022X00400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It was reported the Catholic Church Primate has not yet 
met the Minister, Deputy O’Gorman, to discuss the church’s financial contribution to the moth-
er and baby home redress scheme�  Needless to say, this is very disappointing; it is alarming 
actually�  The Taoiseach did not indicate whether he has had this discussion with the religious 
leaders�  What progress has the Minister made in his discussions with the Church of Ireland on 
these matters?  Has he formally requested a meeting with Archbishop Eamon Martin to discuss 
these matters?  It is important to say, although this is known, religious orders require the ap-
proval of local bishops to open any of these homes�  We know from testimony and State records 
that the Catholic church and the Church of Ireland were deeply involved in the operation of 
these institutions, all under the watchful eye of the State�  Will the Taoiseach shed some light on 
this?  On the issue of the redress scheme itself, I appeal to the Taoiseach on behalf of children 
who were boarded out and who experienced heartbreaking exploitation, neglect and abuse in 
the families and communities in which they were placed�  The Government cannot proceed with 
any redress scheme that excludes these victims�

08/03/2022X00500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Ashling Murphy�  
It has been a while since her death�  It is horrendous that when Deputies discuss this shocking 
event they bring into question the role of the education system in this country�  They bring into 
question the role of the curriculum, the teachers and the people who have been delivering edu-
cation in this country.  There is no link between the two and efforts to make a link between that 
shocking event and the education system is absolutely wrong�  I listened to the debates when 
they happened a while ago�  I refused to get involved because I did not want to politicise that 
shocking event in any way�  It is an awful pity that it is still being done in the Dáil�
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We live in a pluralist republic�  In a pluralist republic Catholic, Protestant and dissenter 
should be able to be who they are to their full extent without fear or favour from the State�  Par-
ents should be able to select the education system they want for their children�  No two children 
are the same�  The idea we should create a uniform education system to replicate the uniform 
education system of the 1950s, except with a different ethos, is absolutely wrong.  Pluralism 
should be the goal of this Republic�

08/03/2022X00600The Taoiseach: Deputy Boyd Barrett raised the national maternity hospital and the Sisters 
of Charity.  The Government is not handing anything over to anybody.  That is the first point 
I will make on the national maternity hospital�  The original objective of all of this, in terms 
of clinical advice, was that a new maternity hospital should be aligned with a tertiary hospital�  
This was recommended 20 years ago�  It happened in Cork with the maternity hospital we built�  
Two public maternity hospitals agreed to go to a new site at Cork University Hospital�  At the 
time we got a state-of-the-art maternity and neonatal hospital built�  The idea was that it would 
be alongside a trauma and level 4 hospital�  The same was to happen in all of the Dublin hospi-
tals but this has not happened and we need to reflect on this.

The reason clinicians say we need it to be adjacent to a tertiary hospital is for the best out-
comes for women.  In certain cases where women could get into difficulty in pregnancy being 
adjacent to a tertiary hospital, where immediate intervention could occur, could save the life of 
a woman�  Likewise with a neonatal unit available the life of a baby can be saved�  This was the 
original motivation behind Holles Street engaging with St� Vincent’s hospital�  We seem to have 
forgotten this in the debate that has ensued�

Governance is very important�  If the State is investing 100% in a full facility - and it is the 
State that will finance the hospital - then the State has to be on the board and in the governance 
structures.  It has to be reflected because it is a long-term operation.  I also think in terms of 
ownership it has to be reflected.  Prior to the Government coming into office Mr. Kieran Mulvey 
had been asked by the previous Government to engage in a process of mediation, which he did�  
He came up with an outcome that at the time was agreed and accepted all round�  It was raised 
again�  Approximately one year ago we were not happy with some aspects of it and there was a 
big public debate�  There have been further discussions with all of the stakeholders�  The objec-
tive remains to build a state-of-the-art maternity hospital adjacent to a tertiary hospital of the 
quality of St� Vincent’s that will provide for women for the next 50 to 100 years�  The current 
conditions are appalling�  They are absolutely not acceptable in the 21st century�

People say we should go somewhere else as if we could just click our fingers, switch on the 
light bulb and get a new site somewhere on its own and develop a new hospital�  I only wish it 
were so simple�

08/03/2022X00700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: There is land right beside the hospital�  Use a compulsory 
purchase order�

08/03/2022X00800The Taoiseach: This has gone on too long�  It has gone on far too long for the well-being 
of women in particular�  I read the recent correspondence from consultants who are adamant�  
Everybody who has anything to do with this is adamant that all procedures, operations, diag-
nostics and everything allowable in this country will take place in this maternity hospital�  What 
worries me is that from the time of decision, because of all of the discussions that have ensued 
in the past year with the stakeholders, we will then have to get to design, then tender and then 
get the hospital built�  This will take its own time�  The balance is not in the debate at that mo-
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ment�  This is genuinely my sense of it�  The Minister will bring forward a memorandum to 
the Government that we will bring before the House where it will be debated�  I am very clear 
that there is an imperative to get this hospital built and that there should be no religious ethos 
underpinning it or having any role in it, good bad or indifferent.

08/03/2022Y00200Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Why should a religious body own it?

08/03/2022Y00300The Taoiseach: That is the key point in this regard�

With regard to schools, there are now 159 primary schools with a multidenominational 
ethos.  That is nine above the 2009 figure of 150.  At post-primary level, the number of multi-
denominational schools has increased by circa 11%, from 321 in 2009 to 359 in 2020�  That is 
359 out of 800 or 850, if I am not mistaken.  I can check that figure.  It has moved much more 
quickly at post-primary level�

I accept elements of what Deputy Tóibín said�  In 1998, the idea was to establish a pluralist 
basis for education and to give parents the right to choose a particular form of education�  There 
were different patrons, including Gaelscoil patrons and Educate Together.  By the way, as Min-
ister for Education, I facilitated the growth of Educate Together by reducing the contribution 
that patrons had to make towards site acquisition�  At the time, that condition was very prohibi-
tive and was the biggest barrier to building new schools�  There are other patrons for religious 
ethos schools, including Church of Ireland and Catholic schools, and various trusts have been 
set up as the orders have declined in numbers�  What has evolved over time is a pluralist system 
of provision�  That has been made possible by State investment�  It is a more expensive model 
than simply providing one uniform type of school across the board�  

I favour greater involvement of the education and training boards in any new schools at pri-
mary level because they have capacity and resources to provide for schools�  When I was last in 
government, that Government was the first to develop State-owned vocational education com-
mittee, VEC, primary schools in the Dublin area, where there were fast growing populations 
and a need for such schools�  Multidenominational patrons and Educate Together have grown 
their administrative capacity to be able to accommodate the expansion of multidenominational 
and non-denominational education�  Equally, if parents want to send their children to a school 
with a particular religious ethos, they are entitled to do so�  Plebiscites are held in given loca-
tions�  There is transparent election in which parents vote for their choice of school patron�

08/03/2022Y00400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: They then wait 20 years for a building�

08/03/2022Y00500The Taoiseach: That has happened�

On the transfer of buildings, I will follow that up because the State has invested a lot in these 
school buildings�  In many cases, we built new schools on existing sites�  That has to be re-
flected.  The mission of the churches in the past was to commit to education.  That ethos should 
continue as a contribution to the State�

08/03/2022Y00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: My question was not answered�  It was on mother and baby 
homes�

08/03/2022Y00700The Taoiseach: I am sorry�  In respect of the mother and baby homes, the Minister, Deputy 
O’Gorman, has written to the religious orders�  He has not had a substantive reply yet with re-
gard to contributing to the payments scheme�  I hear what the Deputy is saying in respect of the 
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redress scheme�  That has to be legislated for�  A Bill will have to go through the House so there 
will be opportunities to come back to that issue again�

08/03/2022Y00800International Women’s Day: Statements

08/03/2022Y00900The Taoiseach: I will begin my statement today by again acknowledging the bravery of the 
women of Ukraine, the women of Afghanistan and all the women who are experiencing conflict 
at this time.  Women face particular challenges and hardships in times of conflict and it is im-
portant that any response to conflict and the displacement of people specifically and particularly 
acknowledges the needs of women and children�  I know that everyone in this House is thinking 
today of the women facing impossible choices as they try to protect their families from war�

Anuraidh, ar Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan, labhraíomar faoi thionchar na paindéime ar mhná�  I 
mbliana, táimid i riocht i bhfad níos fearr agus srianta á scaoileadh againn ach caithfimid fós a 
bheith aireach ar na torthaí fadtéarmacha a bheidh ag na freagraí ar an bpaindéim ar fhostaíocht 
ban agus ar dhualgais chúraim�  Tugann an ghluaiseacht gan fasach i dtreo na cianoibre deis 
dúinn ráta rannpháirtíochta saothair na mban a mhéadú ach beidh gá le monatóireacht chúra-
mach ionas nach bac eile a bheith ann do dhul chun cinn gairme na mban�

At this time last year, we were reflecting on the impact of the Covid-19 restrictions on 
women�  Twelve months on, we are in a better place when it comes to the pandemic but now 
is the time to apply some of the lessons we have learned from that experience�  For example, 
work-life balance should not be a choice between a successful career and a fulfilling family life.  
The pandemic has reminded us all of the value and benefits of time with family.  Parents should 
be able to feel like they can continue to have a better balance in their lives and the Government 
is committed to introducing measures to support this.  Significant advances in the provision of 
family leave have been made over the past few years, beginning with the introduction of paid 
parent’s leave�  This provides an entitlement to each parent individually to encourage a sharing 
of the care of a child in their earliest years�  Unpaid parental leave has also been extended�

The Family Leave and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2021 extended the provision of paid 
parent’s leave to five weeks for each eligible parent and made important changes to the ar-
rangements for adoptive leave, providing, for the first time, choice in which parent avails of the 
leave�  Parent’s leave is due another extension in July this year, which will bring the entitlement 
to seven weeks for each eligible parent to be taken within the first two years of a child’s life or 
adoptive placement�  The Government will also shortly consider legislative proposals to trans-
pose the remaining elements of the EU work-life balance directive, including a right to request 
flexible working within the terms of the directive and an entitlement to leave for medical care 
purposes�

Unfortunately, the gender pay gap remains significant in Ireland and around the world.  It 
is indicative of the work still to be done to ensure that women have equal access to economic 
empowerment.  The effects of the gender pay gap are lifelong and result in women experiencing 
poverty at higher levels later in life.  According to the latest figures published by EUROSTAT, 
the gender pay gap in Ireland in 2018 was 11�3% while the gender pay gap across the European 
Union overall was 14�1%�  

This Government is serious about further reducing the gender pay gap�  The national strat-
egy for women and girls includes specific commitments on the issue while the programme for 
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Government promises to legislate to require publication of information on the gender pay gap in 
large companies�  The Gender Pay Gap Information Act 2021 introduced a legislative basis for 
gender pay gap reporting in Ireland and reporting by organisations with more than 250 employ-
ees will begin this year.  Regulations to give effect to this legislation are in preparation and will 
be published in the coming weeks along with guidance for employers�  Reporting requirements 
will then be rolled out over the next few years to organisations with more than 150 employees 
and then to organisations with more than 50 employees�  These requirements will eventually 
encompass approximately two thirds of employees in the State�  Gender pay gap reporting will 
help employers to identify the drivers behind their individual gender pay gaps and employers 
will be required, as part of the reporting process, to explain their gender pay gaps and to propose 
measures and steps to be taken to address them�  It will also provide transparency for employees 
on which companies are doing the most to address their gender pay gaps�

Another area where women have been let down in the past is their health�  Women have 
specific physical, mental and social health needs and, over too long a period, these have not 
been sufficiently recognised and invested in.  The Government I lead is committed to changing 
that�   Today, my colleague, the Minister for Health, Deputy Donnelly, joined by all his female 
colleagues in Government, launched a new women’s health action plan for the coming two 
years�  This plan will see a massive increase in investment in women’s health�  For context, in 
2020 we spent €4 million on new funding for targeted women’s healthcare measures�  In 2022, 
we will spend €31 million�  That is €48 million in a full year�  We will embed the initiatives we 
introduced over the past year and we will significantly grow the available supports, services and 
expertise in contraception, breastfeeding, menopause care, women’s mental health and gyn-
aecology.  I am grateful for, and acknowledge, the enormous effort from the diverse range of 
stakeholders who came together to develop this strategy with the Minister�

The Citizen’s Assembly on Gender Equality made 45 recommendations�  In line with the 
programme for Government commitment to consider each of the recommendations, Depart-
ments are examining the recommendations in detail�  The recommendations are comprehensive, 
covering care, social protection, education and leadership, as well as recommendations for con-
stitutional amendment�  The Joint Committee on Gender Equality will play a valuable role in 
the consideration of these recommendations and I know that detailed briefing has been provided 
by the relevant Departments to assist the committee in its work�

Tugann Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan deis dúinn féachaint conas atáimid ó thaobh comhionan-
nais inscne de.  Caithfimid admháil cá bhfuil obair fós le déanamh, ach caithfimid freisin an 
obair a rinneadh go dtí seo a aithint�  Trí fhorbairt straitéise nua in 2023, a leanfaidh straitéis 
náisiúnta na mban agus na gcailíní, beidh deis againn aithint cá rachaimid sa todhchaí chun 
céimeanna suntasacha breise a thógáil sna blianta atá romhainn�

International Women’s Day is an important opportunity to take stock of where we are as a 
country when it comes to gender equality�  While some progress has been made, there is still 
much work to be done�  Last year, 2021, was a very challenging year, not least in terms of the 
national reckoning on the issue of violence against women�  In the coming year, we have the 
opportunity to demonstrate that we meant what we said about things needing to be different in 
future�  I believe that this can be a watershed year when it comes to gender equality and I look 
forward to working with Deputies from all sides of the House to try to make it so�

08/03/2022Z00200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I start by wishing everyone, particularly 
my female colleagues, a happy International Women’s Day�
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Over the past ten days or so, the images reaching us of the devastation from Ukraine have 
been shocking and almost incomprehensible�  One of the dangers for us, at this remove, is that 
we become inured to the violence and suffering, that the repetition and relentlessness of these 
images and stories simply becomes too much, that we become desensitised, that we turn away�  
It is important that we guard against this and that today, on International Women’s Day, we 
continue to consider and reflect on the particular plight of Ukrainian women and their families.  
Today, and in the days and weeks ahead, we must not succumb to a sense of helplessness or 
apathy as we see images of more and more Ukrainian women fleeing their homes for sanctu-
ary in desperate circumstances.  They are often fleeing with young children or elderly relatives 
and often having left their partners behind to continue fighting for their country and for their 
freedom�  We must give what support each of us can give�  That may be solidarity or it may be 
charity.  It may be prayers or it may be the offer of sanctuary.  It may be a combination of all of 
these things, or something entirely different, but we all must do what we can.

Closer to home, I am also conscious of the need to support women here at their most vul-
nerable�  Extensive work on the new national strategy to combat domestic, sexual and gender-
based violence continues ahead of it being brought to Government next month�  The strategy 
has been developed in partnership with the sector to ensure it is targeted, comprehensive and 
effective in achieving all the goals set out.

Last month I updated those working in the sector and presented them with the final draft, 
and there has been a follow-up workshop�  In parallel, a public consultation on the strategy is 
ongoing and will finish this Thursday.  I encourage anyone who has not completed this survey 
to do so.  The outcome of the workshop and public consultations will be used to finalise the 
strategy�  It is a strategy that recognises that while both men and women can be victims or sur-
vivors, women, girls and children are disproportionately affected by violence.  As a result, there 
is an emphasis on protecting and meeting the needs of women and girls�  However, much work 
needs to be done not only to protect and help women, but also to ensure that women’s voices 
are heard at all levels and that women are encouraged to make their voices heard�

It is obvious that we have work to do in politics to provide better supports and to tackle one 
of the themes of International Women’s Day, which is breaking the bias�  There are still many 
barriers to women entering politics�  Just 23% of Deputies in this Dáil are women�  Just four 
out of a total of 15 Ministers are women who hold full Cabinet positions�  I know many women 
are interested and involved in politics but may not have the confidence to run for office, and, 
crucially, may not feel that the supports are there for them, be that childcare, working hours or 
female mentors�

To support, protect and empower women in all walks of life and at all stages of life we need 
to do more�  To ensure every woman and girl has equal opportunities and full equality we need 
to do more�  Until we can objectively stand here and say that no woman is left behind, we need 
to do more�  We need to lead on the changes required to secure equality and empowerment for 
women�  While each and every one of us on this island has a responsibility to work with us to 
deliver this, those of us fortunate to be where we are today must be prepared to lead�  Until we 
have well and truly broken the bias, we all have more work to do�

08/03/2022Z00300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As we stand here today on International 
Women’s Day, we have the first women’s health action plan that shows a new future for women 
and girls in our country when it comes to health and wellness�  As Minister for Health, improv-
ing the outcomes and experiences of women in our health system has been, and will remain, 
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a top priority for me�  Step-by-step, we have been tackling big issues that matter to women�  
Today we bring that work together in an action plan that will have a direct and tangible impact 
on women across the country and at all stages of life�

This action plan tackles a taboo in Irish society, menopause�  We are shining a spotlight on 
better menopause care for women by strengthening the supports available at primary care as 
well as opening three specialist menopause clinics nationally�

The action plan pushes reproductive rights for women further forward by giving young 
women access to free contraception and better supports to make informed contraceptive choices 
in partnership with their GP�  At the end of the year, we will have a national network of 20 
see-and-treat gynaecology clinics�  These clinics are reducing waiting times for women and 
providing care in just a few hours on one day instead of multiple visits over many months and 
sometimes years�  We are opening special clinics in endometriosis�  We are launching initiatives 
to tackle period poverty�  We are opening new services in mental health, including support-
ing self-harm, eating disorders and perinatal mental health�  We are fully funding the national 
maternity strategy for the second year�  We are doubling the number of lactation consultants, 
opening fertility hubs and much more�

We do not need incremental change in women’s healthcare�  We do not need things to get a 
little bit better each year�  We need a revolution in women’s healthcare�  This plan is a big step 
on that path�  All of this work and more have been supported through budget 2020 with the 
allocation of a milestone figure of €31 million specifically for new developments in women’s 
health services�  The full-year cost of these measures is nearly €50 million�  We did this to sup-
port our goal of improving women’s experiences in the health sector by ensuring our action plan 
for women’s health was fully funded from day one�

Today, International Women’s Day, marks day one�  It is a day to celebrate and to shine a 
light on the many voices of women who worked with us over the past two years to shape and 
inform this action plan�  Women told us again and again that they wanted a health service that 
is empathetic and responsive, and that gives women access to expert and compassionate care 
when they need it�  They were clear with us that the issues prioritised in this action plan need 
to be urgently addressed�  They asked us not to delay, not to create the perfect plan, but to act�

I thank women and men throughout Ireland who joined us and shared their experiences with 
us�  I thank the health professionals who have worked with us to shape the ideas and initiatives 
in this plan�  I thank our partners on the women’s health task force who worked with us to 
build so much momentum for change in such a short space of time�  I thank the many Deputies 
and Senators who have campaigned so well, sometimes for years, for many of the measures 
contained in this plan�  The publication of the plan marks a new era in women’s health in our 
country.  With this plan, we reaffirm our commitment to keep listening, our commitment to keep 
acting and our passion to support a health system that prioritises women’s health outcomes�

08/03/2022Z00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I welcome the 
opportunity to speak in the House today as we mark International Women’s Day�  My immedi-
ate thoughts are with the women of Ukraine and the monumental challenges they are currently 
facing - the mothers, daughters, grandmothers, sisters, aunts, wives, sisters-in-law and friends�  
Yesterday, I was very struck by a picture on the front of the Irish Independent of a mother and 
her four children�  Out of context, it might appear like a normal picture of a mother taking her 
young children on a forest walk on a cold spring day�  They are wrapped up in warm winter 
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jackets and woolly hats�  The eldest of the children is running forward, leading the way as the 
siblings eagerly follow behind and the mother helps her youngest along at the back�  The image 
mirrors so closely the peaceful woodland walks we, as mothers and families, enjoy so much at 
this time of the year�

5 o’clock

The stark reality, however, is one few of us can comprehend�  This woman and mother, who 
had lightly said goodbye to her husband for possibly the last time just days earlier, was flee-
ing the carnage the war had brought to her home, to her very doorstep�  In the photograph she 
is guiding her four children over an isolated train track through a Ukrainian forest to a border 
crossing in south-east Poland�  She is the only one carrying a small backpack with provisions 
for the five of them.  Such expeditions are being undertaken by women and children throughout 
Ukraine as 2 million people have fled from the borders in what is now the worst refugee crisis 
since the Second World War�  I believe it is only right on International Women’s Day that we 
recognise the fortitude and bravery of so many courageous Ukrainian women who have been 
charged with the gravest of responsibilities to navigate literal life-and-death situations while 
keeping their children and elderly loved ones safe as their partners are forced to go to war�

  On Sunday, I joined many colleagues and the people of Waterford when we met Ukrainian 
refugees who had come into the county only the day before�  I spoke through an interpreter to 
one couple who had managed to bring five children to safety and I will never, ever forget the 
woman’s face - her picture was in the media yesterday - and that look of fear and exhaustion, of 
sheer distress and terror, knowing she had left her mother and her elderly grandmother behind 
in Ukraine and may not see them again�  The women of Ireland and around the world should 
take inspiration from these women’s strength in facing our own challenges here at home�

  Gender-based violence is still a scourge in our society�  Combating all forms of domestic, 
sexual and gender-based violence is a huge personal priority�  The terrible murder of Ashling 
Murphy was a chilling reminder to us that, as a national community, we face the harsh real-
ity that many women in Ireland are, unfortunately, living in fear of violence.  We must reflect 
deeply on that and the picture it portrays of our so-called modern society if women do not feel 
safe in their own communities�  Our goal has to be very clear: zero tolerance of violence and 
abuse against women�  Everyone has a contribution to make to this movement, which needs to 
start from the ground up and requires a whole-of-society approach�  We must not and cannot 
accept the normalisation of fear and harassment and violence against women to any degree�  We 
cannot be bystanders; we must call out all misogyny, intimidation and violence against women 
wherever and whenever we witness it�

  I wish to touch on the announcement today by the Minister for Health on the Women’s 
Health Action Plan 2022-2023�  This morning, following the launch of the plan in Dublin Cas-
tle, I visited the Rotunda Hospital�  As Minister of State with responsibility for mental health 
and older people, I just felt like going there and meeting the perinatal mental health team that 
is in place�  I am delighted that all 19 perinatal mental health midwives are in place across the 
country�  This is a hub-and-spoke approach�  Today I met the multidisciplinary team in the Ro-
tunda�  There are ten members of the team�  I was absolutely shocked to hear that 9,200 babies 
were born in the Rotunda last year but approximately 2,000 women looked for mental health 
supports�  The perinatal mental health midwives are in place to support people before, during 
and after pregnancy, for up to 12 months�  It is important to get the good news out as well, and 
I am delighted that we now have 75 clinicians working in perinatal mental health throughout 
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the country together with the 19 midwives�  I felt that today, on International Women’s Day, 
it would be nice to go along and thank the team for all the work they are doing�  It would be 
remiss of me not to think of all those who have worked on the front line for the past two years�  
Gabhaim buíochas leo go léir�

08/03/2022AA00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I too send my solidarity to all the women of Ukraine, some 
of whom have fled, many of whom have remained, all fighting for their families, for their homes 
and for the very survival of their country�  Each has shown courage, resilience and humanity 
that has won the support and admiration of people across the globe�  Of course, the priority now 
has to be to stop this war, end the conflict and secure a Russian withdrawal.  Our country, Ire-
land, must be a voice for peace, justice, demilitarisation, disarmament, freedom and democracy�

International Women’s Day is a time to recognise and celebrate the achievements of women 
in pursuit of equality�  In Ireland there has been much progress�  Generations of women have 
stepped forward and campaigned tirelessly and relentlessly for change�  These are women who 
have stood up to a system that sought to hold us down and to keep us in line and in our place�  Is 
iad sin na mná atá ag obair le chéile agus ar son a chéile, atá i gcónaí chun tosaigh sa streachailt 
chun ár gcearta agus todhchaí níos fearr a bhaint amach�  The State cannot continue to be the 
blockage to progressive change�  That means the Government must stand up in tangible and 
meaningful ways�  There can be no delay in implementation of the recommendations of the 
Citizens’ Assembly on Gender Equality.  Its members were definitive and their sense of urgency 
leapt off the pages of their report.

We know that the mindset that sought to subjugate women has not gone away�  It lingers still 
in the halls of power in new forms and different expressions.  The outworking of this circuitry 
of misogyny is the lived experience today of every girl and woman in the persistence of the 
gender pay gap and the feminisation of poverty�  We see it also in how both the austerity era 
and the pandemic deepened gender inequality�  We see it in the lack of ambition on the part of 
successive Governments to tackle areas of public policy that have an acute and disproportionate 
impact on women.  When childcare is unaffordable, it is always women who pay the highest 
price for their aspirations�  When social protection measures are weakened, it is always women, 
particularly single mothers, who have to shoulder the greatest burden�  When there are failures 
in healthcare, it is too always the lives of women that are restricted, ruined or lost�

Of course, we see the most extreme manifestation of this in the horrendous violence and 
abuse perpetrated against women�  Tá foréigean inscne in Éirinn ag leibhéal tubaisteach�  
Whether it is at the hands of strangers in public spaces or intimate partners in their own homes, 
women are coerced and attacked, women are raped and women are murdered.  These horrific 
acts of violence do not just happen; they are the result of the insidious culture that normalises 
everyday degradation, harassment, bullying and humiliation of women and girls�  To truly turn 
the tide on violence against women and girls, the Government must deliver the legislation, the 
policies and, critically, the resources and funding urgently needed�  The third national strategy 
on domestic, sexual and gender-based violence must be fully resourced and urgently imple-
mented when it is published�  Ministers and agencies must work hand in glove with existing ser-
vices because that is where the solutions will lie�  The crisis in provision of refuge places must 
be brought to an end, full stop - no excuses, no equivocation, no delay�  Women and children in 
desperate need of an escape route out of violence do not have the luxury of waiting�  They need 
safe haven, not just with a bed but with wrap-around services such as childcare and counselling 
on site�  That is what real refuge is�
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The women of Ireland will not be denied our futures�  Tá mná agus cailíní chun tosaigh leis 
an athrú seo agus tá siad ag éileamh ár gcearta�  I am absolutely certain that this generation of 
women and girls will be the generation to realise a new Ireland rooted in the equality and dig-
nity denied to our sisters, on whose shoulders we so proudly stand today�  I for one look forward 
on this International Women’s Day with confidence, hope and optimism.

08/03/2022AA00300Deputy Kathleen Funchion: I am delighted to have the opportunity to contribute to these 
statements on International Women’s Day�  I have just stepped out temporarily from the Com-
mittee on Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, where we are discussing a large 
number of amendments to the Birth Information and Tracing Bill 2022, which, as we know, 
came as a result of the mother and baby institutions�  That is one of the negative parts of our 
history and of how we treated women and children�

I will focus primarily on the early years and childcare sector, mainly because we know 
through numerous studies and surveys that one of the key reasons women are locked out of 
the workforce and returning to education is trying to access and afford childcare.  It is also a 
predominantly female sector�  Of the approximately 27,000 people working in the sector, easily 
over 90% are women�  It is not the only workforce where women are in low-paid employment�  
If one looked through all the low-paid work that exists, women would, unfortunately, top that 
list time and again�

We hear many excellent speeches and I feel honoured to be in this Chamber�  We talk about 
various things we would like to see happen, including the progression of women, whether 
through returning to education, getting back into work or going from part time to full time�  
Many women try to take parental leave in their job, which obviously affects their career pro-
gression�  People say it does not but we all know it does�  It also has an impact on women’s 
pensions when they come to that age�  Many of us do not think about that until later in life but 
it is important�  If we are serious about the progression of women, we have to be serious about 
tackling the issue of the cost of early years, and those working in the sector need to be respected 
with proper terms, conditions and wages�  They should not have to sign on to social welfare 
over the summer and parents should not be paying, according to the Government’s research, in 
the region of €1,350 per month per child for childcare�

In 2020, we launched an initiative called My Childcare Story and had a number of people 
give us feedback on that�  Some 90% of people said childcare costs were a barrier to them re-
turning to the workforce, while 73% had serious difficulties accessing a place.  I want to take 
the opportunity, when speaking on issues particularly affecting women, to look at that.  There 
are many issues and I am always torn about what I want to say when we speak about the various 
things that impact women, but that is one of the key things�

I will touch on gender-based violence.  Our first week back after Christmas was one of the 
few times I saw the House seemingly in agreement on an issue, which was on tackling gender-
based violence�  We cannot just have the odd day where we come in here, say it is terrible and 
we had better do something about it, then all go away and nothing gets done�  We need to see 
that strategy published and properly resourced�  I welcome that the strategy is going to be under 
one Department�  That is key because it does not allow for passing the buck when things are 
under one Department�  It is important that it be resourced properly�  We know already we do 
not have enough refuge beds and, in my constituency, we have an entire county with no refuge 
for women fleeing domestic violence.
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08/03/2022BB00200Deputy Louise O’Reilly: Today is our day for women to celebrate and mark time in our 
struggle for equality and remind ourselves of the importance of international solidarity�  On 
International Women’s Day, I express my solidarity with the women of Ukraine, Palestine, Ye-
men, Syria and Afghanistan, and with all women who are struggling at the moment�  We know 
and are in contact with them and we know what they are suffering.  We need to acknowledge 
that, globally, there are women struggling and their fight and struggle should not be forgotten 
today�

I raise an important workers’ rights issue that directly impacts women on a number of lev-
els�  Yesterday, I met with Emma Reidy and the team in Aoibhneas in Swords�  I know from the 
number of referrals I make to them from both of my offices and from talking to them that they 
are overstretched�  They provide a lifeline for women and children in Swords, Fingal and the 
surrounding areas�  It has been over a decade since they had a pay rise�  In that time, landlords 
have had plenty of pay rises, the cost of living has skyrocketed and the managers of services 
are struggling to hold on to workers who have built up relationships with the women they are 
working with but who cannot afford to live in Dublin anymore.

There is a clear need for a joint labour committee, JLC, or other wage-setting mechanism for 
this important group of workers�  We need them in Swords, Fingal and throughout the State�  We 
would be lost without them�  Aoibhneas, like other shelters and refuges, is struggling to hold on 
to staff.  The cost of heating and lighting the refuges has also risen, with no consequent rise in 
the level of support�  Where is the money supposed to come from to keep the lights on and the 
vital services running?  The Ministers will know that if there are no workers, there is no service�  
They are struggling to hold on to the workers�

The sector was told to professionalise itself in 2007 and did so�  Workers upskilled but have 
never received professional wages to go with the professional job they do�  Those working in 
the sector recognise they need to be able to offer decent wages to be able to retain staff and 
deliver vital services, but they cannot do that unless the Government recognises there has to be 
an increase in the supports they are given�  It is not that long since we all stood in this Chamber 
and collectively said “Never again”, but unless we recognise that we have to reward properly 
the workers providing services to get women to safety and keep women safe, we cannot say 
“Never again” with any credibility�

08/03/2022BB00300Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I wish everybody a happy International Women’s Day 
across the House, including Members, staff and former Members.  We all share the solidarity 
we want to send to the hundreds of thousands of women and girls fleeing Ukraine, and many 
who have stayed behind and are actively involved in resisting the Russian invasion.  I offer 
my unwavering solidarity at this deeply distressing time�  We all recognise the importance of 
sovereignty and the right to self-determination�  I hope the compassion rightly shown across the 
EU for Ukraine is shown to women throughout the world.  Some 62 million people are fleeing 
conflict as we speak.  Other women have been displaced.

I will come back to women in our country�  They have a right to live without fear but, unfor-
tunately, many women will go to bed tonight afraid they will not wake up in the morning and 
of what will happen to them and their children overnight�  Some of it is as simple as not having 
anywhere to go and not having an alternative housing arrangement�  Many women have told 
me in recent weeks that they want to go, need to go and are in a dangerous place, but they do 
not want to be homeless�  That is the dilemma women throughout this country face�  Words are 
fine but, as my colleague Deputy Funchion said, we must do something about it as a matter of 
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urgency�

I remember carers today�  We rightly thank them, but when the opportunity came to give 
them the Covid bonus, we turned our backs on family carers again�  That is not good enough�  
Too often we pay lip service but do not follow it up�  We know family carers save us about €20 
billion per year by the work they do�  By giving their time to care for a loved one, they keep 
hospital beds free for others and reduce the need for State-funded care facilities�  They have 
suffered during Covid and have not had any respite, yet we turn our backs and refuse them the 
Covid payment�  We all need to question ourselves in terms of the decisions made around the 
distribution of wealth in this country�  We are one of the wealthiest countries in the world�  We 
need to show it and to share it�

08/03/2022BB00400Deputy Ivana Bacik: As we debate and celebrate International Women’s Day in this peace-
ful corner of Europe, we all think of the women and children fleeing the brutal bombardment 
from Russian forces in Ukraine, and we think of all those in Ukraine suffering and enduring un-
der the horrific invasion that is unfolding before us.  We are entering the second week of it and 
we stand in solidarity with the people of Ukraine and in condemnation of Russian aggression�

As we celebrate International Women’s Day here at home, we can reflect on our many 
achievements�  In 2018, I was proud to chair the Vótáil 100 programme celebrating the cente-
nary of women’s suffrage in Ireland.  In the 100 years since Constance Markievicz was elected 
as the first woman Teachta Dála, we have undoubtedly come a long way.  We saw the repeal 
of the eighth amendment in 2018 and a real groundswell of support for feminist principles�  
There is, however, so much more to do�  I am glad to be playing a part, on a cross-party basis, 
in seeking to bring about further change in my role as Vice Chair of the women’s caucus, ably 
led by Senator O’Loughlin, and as the Chair of the new Oireachtas Joint Committee on Gender 
Equality, with Senator Pauline O’Reilly as the wonderful Vice Chair�  We are seeking to make 
progress on equality for women and on equality for all�  Gender equality cuts both ways and 
must look at how gendered inequalities affect men and women.

I commend Dr� Catherine Day and the Citizens’ Assembly which produced for us 45 clear 
and concise recommendations, what I have called a blueprint for gender equality�  Those rec-
ommendations set out substantive policy changes that must be made to ensure a more equal 
Ireland�  They address a range of issues, including gender-based violence, stereotypes in educa-
tion, leadership, politics and the workplace, childcare, and care more generally�  We commenced 
our public hearings with Catherine Day last week�  We will be holding another public hearing 
this Thursday, when our cross-party committee will be looking at constitutional change�  I hope 
that one of the first tangible outcomes of our committee, which will be reporting in December, 
will be a referendum to be held early in 2023 to remove the sexist and outdated language about 
women and mothers from our Constitution�  There is no longer any excuse for having retained 
this gendered language in 2022, which refers to mothers as having “duties in the home” but that 
gives no recognition to fathers, which means it is also sexist in its view of men�

I also want us to act, as the Citizens’ Assembly has required, to extend the gender quota in 
politics to provide for clear gender quotas in politics but also across public life and concern-
ing companies and boards as well�  We heard today at an International Parliamentary Union, 
IPU, event that I addressed how poorly Ireland is doing in respect of women in politics�  We all 
know that, when we look around this Chamber, less than one quarter of Deputies are women�  
My election last summer brought us up to the dizzy height of women constituting 23% of the 
House, meaning more than three quarters of our Deputies are men�  Yet this is the highest pro-
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portion of women Deputies we have ever had�  Therefore, we must do more with positive action 
measures to address this situation�

I welcome today’s announcement by the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth, Deputy O’Gorman, regarding gender pay gap reporting�  It is very welcome, al-
beit long overdue�  Some years ago, I introduced a gender pay gap Bill in the Seanad that would 
have had a broader application to a wider range of companies and employers�  It also provided 
for stronger sanctions and an enforcement mechanism through the Irish Human Rights and 
Equality Commission, IHREC�  I am, however, glad to have seen this Bill at last being intro-
duced�  It will be revealing to see the required statements setting out employers’ understanding 
of the reasons for the gender pay gap, as well as what they propose to do to address it�  I refer to 
the action plan, which has been seen as being so crucial in other countries�  This is a welcome 
measure and something the Citizens’ Assembly recommended we introduce�

Clearly, however, this is not enough to tackle gender inequality in the workplace�  What we 
must see, essentially, is far greater recognition and acknowledgement of women’s dispropor-
tionate share of caring responsibilities�  The Citizens’ Assembly has again given us a blueprint 
for change regarding care, particularly for childcare, but also concerning elder care and support 
for carers more generally�  The Citizens’ Assembly has also called for a radical change to our 
childcare provision to ensure we have a publicly funded childcare system, which I have called 
for in terms of a Donogh O’Malley moment in childcare provision�  I refer to a situation where 
every preschool child has a guarantee of a place�  In my constituency of Dublin Bay South, and 
in every constituency in Ireland, parents are faced with greatly concerning increases in fees for 
childcare spaces and a real challenge in even obtaining childcare for their children�  We must 
move away from that situation and ensure all children have a right to a place in childcare�

My party, the Labour Party, has a proud history of fighting not just for the rights of workers 
but specifically for women at work and for women across society.  Some of our achievements 
include the introduction of the Equality Acts and the creation of the Low Pay Commission�  We 
have also seen the great impacts of campaigns led by Labour Party women such as equal early 
years in the context of ensuring publicly funded childcare as well as on issues such as abortion 
rights, access to contraception and much more�  On International Women’s Day, I restate our 
commitment to continuing that campaign for equality to address all facets of gender inequal-
ity and sexism in society and ensure we break the bias in this regard, as the theme for this year 
requires�

Turning for a moment to the intersection of women’s rights and climate action, this is also a 
crucial aspect as we face this climate catastrophe.  The awful conflict in Ukraine is compound-
ing energy and security issues and causing all sorts of other pressures too�  These issues will im-
pact more on women than on men�  Women labouring in the textile industry, for example, work 
in dangerous conditions for poverty wages so that fast fashion companies can market discount 
clothes to women, girls and everyone in this country�  These are the sorts of interconnected is-
sues we must address�  We must see the speedy introduction of mandatory human rights and 
environmental due diligence requirements at EU level and here�  We must act in respect of 
women’s labour rights, recognise the gendered impact of the climate crisis, as UN Women has 
noted, and ensure this year’s other theme for International Women’s Day, gender equality today 
for a sustainable tomorrow, amounts to a rousing call to action for all of us, women and men 
alike�

08/03/2022CC00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I welcome the opportu-
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nity to contribute to today’s discussion as part of International Women’s Day�  Sadly, today’s 
debate is taking place against the backdrop of the ongoing atrocities in Ukraine�  More than 1�5 
million people have fled from Ukraine since the start of the Russian invasion, and the sad reality 
is most of those are women and young children, because Ukrainian men aged between 18 and 
60 are remaining to fight.  Many of those women are leaving behind their husbands, partners, 
fathers and children, not knowing if they will ever see them again�  These are vulnerable women 
and children who are scared and who have had their whole world turned upside down�  Many 
of them will be arriving on our shores�  Indeed, more than 2,000 have already arrived here in 
the past week�

My Department of Social Protection and my officials are working to ensure personal public 
service numbers, PPSNs, are provided swiftly to Ukrainian citizens when they arrive�  That will 
allow mothers and families arriving here to access immediately supports such as the supple-
mentary welfare allowance and child benefit payment.  All the details in this regard are avail-
able on my Department’s website, and this information has been translated into Ukrainian and 
Russian�  My Department, together with the Department of Justice, will also have a presence at 
Dublin Airport so we can help and assist people as soon as they arrive�  I ask any Deputy who 
knows a Ukrainian family already in the country to put them in touch with their local Intreo 
office.  The message is very clear: we are here to help.  If the Russian invasion and the actions 
of President Putin represent the very worst of humanity, then let our national response represent 
the best of it�  I just wanted to put that message on the record because it is vitally important on 
International Women’s Day for us to let Ukrainian women and children know we stand by them 
and that these supports are available�

In the time remaining, I will touch briefly on some of the other policies I am progressing 
across my two Departments.  I am a strong supporter of remote and flexible working.  Recent 
statistics from my Department show female employment rates increased during the pandemic 
and are now at the highest level ever�  I believe this is largely due to the move to a blended 
working model�  If one positive has resulted from Covid-19, it is that the pandemic allowed 
us to have the largest ever pilot project on remote working and it proved it could work�  The 
pandemic tore up the traditional view of the nine-to-five working day.  We do not all need to be 
sitting bumper to bumper trying to get into the office for 9 o’clock every morning.  There are 
better ways to manage our time.  If we can take a more flexible approach, that will allow women 
and men to balance their work life with their family life�  A blended working model presents 
significant opportunities to support women to get back into the workforce.  As part of the Path-
ways to Work strategy I have asked my officials to examine the idea of “returnships”, where we 
would work with companies specifically to help women who may have spent some time out of 
the workforce after having children to get back into employment�

We now have approximately 220 remote working hubs on the Connected Hubs platform�  
Those are dotted in towns and villages throughout  the country, close to local communities, 
schools and childcare facilities�  Those hubs can and will help to facilitate the move to remote 
working nationally�

I know carers have been mentioned and my Department of Social Protection saw the carer’s 
support grant increased in last year’s budget to its highest ever level�  It is also a priority for me 
that carers get the pension for the time they spend caring for people in the home�  It is something 
that is very much a priority for this Government as well�

I am a firm believer in the phrase, “if you cannot see it, you cannot be it”.  That applies to 
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politics, business, sport and right across our society�  We need more women in this House and 
there is no getting away from that�  We have made some progress in recent years, but let us be 
honest, we have come from a low base�  We all need to do more, and I include my party in that�  
There is no point putting women on election tickets for the sake of it and just to make up the 
numbers or meet a quota requirement�  We need to put forward women in constituencies where 
they have a realistic chance of winning a seat�  As a Government, we have a target to have 40% 
gender balance on State boards but, ironically, the Cabinet has never in the history of the State 
met that target�  There are four female Cabinet Ministers currently out of 15, and that represents 
approximately 26% of the Cabinet, well short of the gender balance target we have ourselves 
set for State boards�  We should not fool ourselves on this or gives ourselves a pat on the back�  
We have made progress but we have a long way to go�

I am proud to say we have a wonderful generation of young people in Ireland, particularly 
young articulate women�  I was delighted to attend an event last night to celebrate International 
Women’s Day in the Íontas centre in Castleblayney�  It was organised by the local women’s 
group, Blayney Blades�  At the event, a 14-year-old girl, Molly Ward, launched a book she has 
written on a trailblazing Monaghan woman, the late Sister Celine�  Sister Celine led and sup-
ported so many women and men in the local community�  As I said, if you cannot see it, you 
cannot be it�  Celine probably did not realise it but she certainly inspired many women, young 
and old, and women must support each other in all walks of life�  We also need the support of 
men to help us realise our full potential and ambitions�

08/03/2022DD00200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan sona go léir�  Happy International 
Women’s Day in particular to all the amazing women elected to the Dáil, past and present, as 
well as all those in the Seanad and all women in politics�  We remember in particular the women 
and young girls of Ukraine today, fleeing conflict and war and leaving behind husbands and fa-
thers.  We remember all women and girls fleeing or caught up in conflict.  The words of a great 
woman, Ms Patti Smith, come to mind:

And the armies ceased advancing

Because the people had their ear

We hope this war ends soon�

It is at times like this we cherish our democracy, flawed and all as it is.  In that regard, I will 
speak briefly to the role of the electoral reform Bill that was before the Cabinet today in helping 
to reshape democracy and make it more representative for and by women�  I will start by focus-
ing on the submission of the National Women’s Council on the electoral reform Bill�  Some of 
the observations it put forward were around promoting gender balance in political life and elec-
toral contests, including necessary changes to support women’s access to elected office, using 
a broad range policy role to engage groups facing barriers in participating in electoral systems, 
and safeguarding equity of access for all, including Travellers, young people, disabled people 
and people from minority ethnic backgrounds�  It advocated the creation of conditions for safe 
and fair elections, electoral competition and electoral communication�

There were a number of recommendations�  The council welcomed our inclusion in the Bill 
of the recognition of the need for anonymous registration where there are issues of a woman’s 
safety due to experience of intimate partner violence and where such women may be compro-
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mised by having a name and address being publicly available on the electoral register�  There 
is the inclusion of a proposed register for young people aged 16 and 17 in schools before they 
become eligible to vote, and that will be included in the Bill�  There is also the question of en-
suring equitable balance between women and men as members of the commission, and we will 
include that as well�

The Minister, Deputy Humphreys, mentioned general and local elections�  The impact of 
gender provisions was clear in the 2016 election, with a total of 163 women contesting the 
election, representing 30% of the 551 candidates.  This was a significant increase over the 2011 
election, when only 15% of the candidates were women�  In 2016, 35 women were elected to 
Dáil Éireann, representing 22% of the total membership, compared with 15% in 2011�  It is still 
not enough, although there was an increase in 2020�  We can see only a very marginal improve-
ment between the 2014 and 2019 local elections, going from 21% to 23%�  I know the recom-
mendation from both the National Women’s Council and the Citizens’ Assembly on gender is 
for gender quotas for local elections as well�

There is an onus on all of us in political parties to work together and go beyond these rec-
ommendations�  The commission will have an important role to play in changing our political 
system and make our council chambers and Dáil more reflective and representative of those 
who live here�  We must look to ourselves and our political parties, as well as our independent 
structures, to ensure we go beyond mandatory quotas or token representation�  We must be 
proactive and reach out to women to ensure they can stand for election�  We must reach out to 
minorities and Traveller women and we must make party structures more welcoming to diver-
sity and positive discrimination to women candidates�

The commission’s awareness and promotion capacity will be built over time and it will play 
an active role in voter participation�  There is the idea of pre-registration of youths aged 16 and 
17 and consideration of reducing the voting age to 16�  I have my own views on that and it is 
important we have an informed and impartial view of such concepts�  Greater participation in 
elections and referendums by more people of all ages and genders will, over time, transform 
how we as politicians and political parties engage�  It will transform a range of matters we are 
campaigning on in local, European and Oireachtas elections, with a focus on gender equality, 
climate, biodiversity, inclusion and diversity�

What will our next scheduled local election events look like if this works?  We could see 
at least 40% women candidates with targeted resources allocated by parties to help them get 
elected�  We could see greater diversity, with successful candidates from minority communities, 
including our Traveller community�  We could see a reduction in the voting age to 16�  We could 
see a more women-friendly schedule for council work and for work-life balance�  We should see 
a transformation but it will require our collective action to achieve it�

08/03/2022DD00300Deputy Réada Cronin: They say a woman’s place is in the revolution and on the Continent 
of Europe, Ukrainian women are showing up to defend their country, freedom and values�  They 
are an inspiration to women everywhere�  More women have had to leave on foot or by car 
and train, taking elderly relatives and young children to safety to defend the next generation of 
Ukrainians�  To those who will come to Ireland, I say tá fáilte romhaibh go léir�  We are thinking 
too of a young Irish woman, Ms Racheal Diyaolu, from Carlow, who is fleeing to the border 
with Moldova to get back from Sumy�

Where are our values when all across the State we have carers, the majority of whom are 
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women, effectively locked in their homes?  They are on paltry supports, despite the billions of 
euro they save the State�  Where was their voice last Saturday, when women rallied in Dublin?  
Where are the voices of the women who have contacted me to say they are shattered and hang-
ing on by a thread because they have received an eviction notice and they and their children 
have nowhere to go?  Our women carers are invisible women, wiped from public view because 
of poverty or disability in the family, leading to a precariousness in their position�  Today, on 
International Women’s Day, it is important we bring their voices to their Dáil�  I say to them that 
change is coming.  When women can actually find childcare, and that is difficult enough to do in 
north Kildare, they have to pay the baby mortgage for it�  That is generally for the privilege of 
earning a percentage of what their male counterparts earn�  We women hand over our children, 
in the main to other women, to be minded�  There is solidarity in that act and women who mind 
these children deserve to be paid well�  Sinn Féin has a plan to reduce childcare costs by two 
thirds so there will be top quality, available, affordable and local childcare.  We have seen the 
neon signs blazing�  She believed she could do it but because she could not get childcare, she 
did not�  Please do not let us be saying that again this time next year�

08/03/2022EE00200Deputy Patricia Ryan: Guím Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan sona ar gach duine laistigh agus 
lasmuigh den Teach�  I would like to pay tribute to the many women who are helping other 
women to navigate the misogyny that still exists all over the world�  I attended the rally at Lein-
ster House on Saturday and the event that followed in the Gresham Hotel�  I heard many uplift-
ing stories from Joanne O’Riordan, Karen Kiernan, Miriam Holt and Dr� Salome Mbugua�  The 
speaker who really resonated with me was Anne Clarke of the Offaly domestic violence support 
services, who is also a board member of Safe Ireland�  Her contribution struck a chord with me 
because of the epidemic of domestic violence my office has experienced in the past two years.  
The Government must do more to help victims of domestic violence�  Every local authority area 
must have at least one domestic violence shelter�  Anything less is not acceptable�

A lady I was helping recently was asked by a council employee would she not just go back 
with her abuser, it had to be better than living in emergency accommodation�  We are living in 
2022�  Ireland has changed greatly in the past 30 years but there is still a long way to go�  I at-
tended a Garda station this morning to discuss another domestic violence situation�  The Garda 
station was closed but I knocked on the door and it was answered�  I handed the garda some 
details about the situation and he said he could not discuss it with me�  He also said the Garda 
was aware of the situation and that the lady was not really willing to help herself�  I reminded 
him that there are children involved�  He agreed to call around but I am not really hopeful�  I 
wish these attitudes were isolated incidents�  We saw the scandal where the 999 calls were going 
unanswered�  There is a need for a change of attitude towards domestic violence�

Anyone who has really tried to help victims of domestic violence will know the trauma that 
exists�  Civil servants and front-line workers must be given trauma-informed training to give 
them the tools to understand from a victim’s point of view�  No more hiding behind excuses�  
The women I assist know about hiding�  They know the cover stick make-up, the scarf, the long 
sleeved top and the heavy tights and prepared excuses�  Today should be a day of celebration 
to remember how far we have come but until domestic violence is stopped we have little to 
celebrate�  Things have to change�

08/03/2022EE00300Deputy Holly Cairns: The west Cork author, Louise O’Neill, wrote over the weekend that 
she did not feel like celebrating International Women’s Day this year�  Louise, as Members 
probably all know, powerfully captures the complexities and realities of being a young woman 
in Ireland�  She describes the ongoing issues girls and women face, the weariness of having to 
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raise the same points over and over and over, and the disillusionment she feels when nothing 
ever changes�  I know exactly where she is coming from�  On one level it is great that statements 
on International Women’s Day is almost a standing annual topic in the Dáil�  Women and girls 
and the issues that directly affect them deserve and need that attention.  However, it is also sym-
bolic of the tokenism that surrounds International Women’s Day�  I genuinely considered giving 
the same speech I did last year�  Would anyone notice?  Would I notice?  I could talk about the 
same issues with a few updated statistics�  It is the same problems year after year�

There is amazing work being done by women and their allies�  Progress is happening, slow-
ly, but it takes so much effort.  We still have to fight for places in leadership, for period products 
to be appreciated as essential, for female role models to be given a platform�  This year of all 
years we would have hoped for something different.  After the tragic killing of Ashling Murphy, 
the need for substantive change was palpable�  It took the death of another young woman and a 
national outpouring for the Government to eventually act�  Apparently we are moving towards 
more domestic violence refuge spaces�  Currently we only have about one third of the spaces 
required for our population because for years Governments have failed to meet our obligations 
under the Istanbul Convention�  When meeting the bare minimum of required spaces is champi-
oned as a good news story, it shows how far we still have to go�  In January there was an urgent 
need to change our culture around gender-based violence�  By February, banter was back�  Gen-
der equality matters every day�  The support and solidarity and protest matter today but what is 
the point if they are not followed up by action on the other 364 days of the year?

Oftentimes we cannot even have today�  Online searches for International Men’s Day spike 
on International Women’s Day�  To all those asking on social media, International Men’s Day is 
on 19 November and yes, I spoke then as well, highlighting issues affecting men.  What did you 
do?  If you are only concerned about men’s day on women’s day, it is safe to say we all know 
what is your real priority�  Given the evidence, it is clear that besides days like today, women’s 
issues are sidelined�  We see it in uncertainty around control of the national maternity hospital, 
the lack of progress on eating disorders and the continuing disgraceful treatment of women af-
fected by the CervicalCheck scandal�  The list goes on�  Incredibly important issues are allowed 
to drag on and on�  Too often, it falls to female public representatives to raise these issues and 
it is exhausting�  There are too few of us and there are too many issues�

The women in agriculture stakeholders group does incredible work supporting women in 
the sector and encouraging greater participation�  However, when the farming organisations are 
dominated by men and the Oireachtas agriculture committee has no female Deputy, progress 
is restricted�  We need consideration and conversation around how gender impacts all issues�  
Housing is a women’s issue yet the Government’s Housing for All plan has worryingly little 
reference to the supports needed by women and children fleeing domestic violence.  Child sup-
port is a women’s issue�  A lack of access to public transport is a social and economic limitation 
but it is also a safety issue.  Waiting for buses and trains in poorly lit spaces puts women off 
even going out�

Our policies also have to be intersectional�  International Women’s Day is equally about dis-
ability rights, trans rights, migrant women and Traveller and Minceir women and girls�  Refu-
gees are rightly foremost in our national conversation this week�  Women and children make up 
80% of refugees and displaced people.  However, we have obligations to refugees fleeing all 
conflicts.  There are still Afghan, Syrian and other refugees we can and should assist.  Ireland 
has amazingly dedicated women working in communities driving action through solidarity on 
shoestring budgets�  West Cork Women Against Domestic Violence does literally lifesaving 
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work�  The sexual violence centre is Cork is 30 years ago today�  Anew supports pregnant 
women and new mothers experiencing or at risk of homelessness�  I could go on all day�  We 
have a strong bottom-up approach�  What we need now is a top-down one�

I cannot help but return to the lack of women and diversity in the Oireachtas and in board-
rooms�  The family friendly Dáil reform committee has a report and actions which are ready to 
be implemented�  Political parties are getting more funding to improve their gender representa-
tion but this requires commitments to electing women, not just running candidates and putting 
names on tickets�  It is clear what needs to be done�  The question is whether it will actually 
happen�  I can only hope that things will be brighter next year, that we do not have to repeat 
the same speeches, the same talking points, form the same kind of committees and produce the 
same kind of reports over and over again to be followed by no actions�  In closing I will return 
to Louise O’Neill’s words:  

  “On International Women’s Day, I don’t want to go for a Prosecco brunch with my 
best gals and I don’t want to post a photo of my mother on Instagram, with a caption about 
strong women - may we know them, may we raise them, may we be them, etc�  I want real, 
institutional change�  I want a country that protects its women and girls�  I want to feel safe�”

08/03/2022FF00100Deputy Emer Higgins: I wish everybody in the Oireachtas a happy International Women’s 
Day�  I will use my time to highlight some of the areas in which we need to continue to make 
real progress for women�

In recent years, we have delivered significant improvements in our country’s approach to 
women’s healthcare�  The repeal of the eighth amendment, for example, was a momentous 
achievement for all of those who campaigned tirelessly and for so long to achieve it�  Unfor-
tunately, the legislation is not providing the access that many hoped it would�  I have heard 
heartbreaking stories of parents being told their baby has a fatal foetal anomaly, rather than 
abnormality, and limited chance of making it to full term, never mind surviving outside the 
womb.  These parents cannot legally be offered a termination in Ireland.  In 2020, in fact, one 
out of three women who travelled to the UK for an abortion were seeking a termination due to 
a fatal foetal anomaly�  When Ireland voted overwhelmingly to repeal the eighth amendment, 
this is not what we expected or intended�  I add my voice to the calls for a timely and practical 
review of the legislation to ensure it is serving the women of Ireland adequately�

We know there are still counties with no abortion services and that needs to be addressed�  
We know that part of the reservation for many GPs in providing a service may come from not 
wanting to attract protests and intimidation from anti-choice groups�  I have raised the issue 
of safe access zones before in this House and I again call on the Minister to enact legislation 
quickly that will protect women, couples and healthcare professionals from these cruel acts of 
intimidation�  Not only are protests are happening on a regular basis outside GP clinics and hos-
pitals providing abortion services, but also we are now seeing anti-abortion advertising outside 
these healthcare settings�  It is really important that a ban on such abhorrent advertisements is 
included in our safe access zone legislation�

In 2019, the women’s health task force recommended that we improve supports for women 
experiencing menopause.  Last year, we saw the establishment of the country’s first specialist 
menopause clinic in Dublin, which is very welcome�  Three more clinics are on the way and 
I have called on the Minister to work to deliver them as soon as possible�  The Menopause 
Hub reports that 22% of women experiencing moderate to severe menopause symptoms have 
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missed three or more days of work and 85% of them felt they could not tell their employers 
the real reason for that time off work.  Almost half of these women have considered giving up 
work because their symptoms are so severe�  Many organisations are beginning to recognise the 
challenges of menopause for women and are doing more to educate their managers and broader 
workforce�  It would be great to see more employers designing organisational policies on the 
menopause as well as delivering menopause training for management and human relations staff 
to increase awareness of these issues in the workplace�  Women’s healthcare does not begin and 
end at family planning�  It is multifaceted�  I hope we will continue to see further development 
in the area of menopause support�

We often look to New Zealand as an example of progressive and inclusive leadership�  Its 
approach to miscarriage leave is one I would like to see replicated in Ireland�  A number of 
colleagues, including Deputy Carroll MacNeill and Senator Seery Kearney, and I have been 
advocating for statutory miscarriage leave to be introduced to provide women with the neces-
sary support in the event of early pregnancy loss.  Sadly, one in very five pregnancies is lost in 
the early stages�  The trauma of early pregnancy loss needs to be addressed�  Women should be 
supported in taking the necessary time to heal, both physically and emotionally�

The role of women in business is an issue that is really important to me�  I came to the Dáil 
from the corporate world , where I saw at first hand the impact strong female role models can 
have in a company�  That is why I was delighted to bring the Irish Corporate Governance (Gen-
der Balance) Bill before the Dáil last year�  It will legislate for gender quotas at a boardroom 
level and require all company boards to comprise at least 40% female membership within three 
years�  Ireland is making progress in the representation of women in the boardroom and I wel-
come the further progress announced today�  However, that progress simply is not happening 
quickly enough�  Balanced boardrooms are proven to make better decisions, yet we still have 
five listed companies in Ireland without a single woman on their governing board.  In 2022, that 
simply is not good enough�

I welcome the significant progress the Government is making on tackling the gender pay 
gap�  The Gender Pay Gap Information Act was signed into law last year and will require or-
ganisations to report on pay differences between male and female employees.  I urge State bod-
ies and other organisations not to wait for the law to come into force but to start gathering that 
information now�  We have seen An Post lead the way on this�

Unfortunately, it is well documented that women and children suffer disproportionately in 
times of war�  They are viewed as safe targets, deprived of their human rights and may become 
victims of trafficking or sexual abuse.  On International Women’s Day, with everything that is 
happening in Ukraine, it is a time for us to have those women and children in our thoughts, 
prayers and actions�  It is very good news that we will be welcoming 100,000 Ukrainians to our 
shores in the coming weeks�

08/03/2022FF00200Deputy Neale Richmond: I am delighted to speak on the important occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day�  I am even more delighted to be following my good friend from college, 
Deputy Higgins�  We have soldiered together for a long time as politicians and friends�  There 
are three areas on which I will briefly focus.  I could speak for an hour on each of them, as could 
many others in the House�

The first relates to the report commissioned by the Ceann Comhairle from the forum tasked 
with examining how the Oireachtas can be made more family-friendly�  I was very lucky to be 
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part of that body, along with other Members and people from outside the House�  I want to use 
this time to say to the Government and the Ceann Comhairle that it is imperative that the many 
instances of low-hanging fruit recommended for action within the report are seized upon rap-
idly and the changes made very quickly, not just to make the Oireachtas a more friendly place 
for families of all shapes, sizes and formats but particularly for women�  A recommendation I 
was very keen on relates to privilege at committees�  There is no need for people to travel from 
outside Dublin on a Tuesday simply to speak at a committee meeting when they could partici-
pate remotely and have an extra day at home before they need to come here�  That would make 
a huge difference.  It would not amount to a massive change for the operation of the Oireachtas 
but would be a massive change for the individuals concerned�  There are some 53 recommenda-
tions in the report but much of the change needed comes down to the culture of the Oireachtas�  
To be frank, much of that culture is not conducive to encouraging more women to go into poli-
tics�  A great deal of it comes down to the back-and-forth nature of politics, which certainly has 
changed a bit in my short time in politics but not quickly enough�

A related point is the issue of mentoring.  This may not be something for which specific pro-
vision can be made but it needs to be offered to new Oireachtas Members.  When someone ap-
proaches any of us with an interest in getting involved in public life, regardless of which party 
they are interested in or if they want to be an Independent representative, we have a duty, as 
Oireachtas Members, to encourage them, particularly if they are young women or girls�  I was 
very lucky that I had a former Deputy, Olivia Mitchell, as my mentor.  I worked in her office for 
five years and am lucky to have counted her as a friend for more than 20 years.  She walked ev-
ery highway and byway of Dublin South, now Dublin Rathdown, with me right up to the most 
recent general election�  If it were not for her mentorship, I do not think I would be here and, I 
would argue, nor would my colleague, the Minister of State, Deputy Madigan�  This is an issue 
to which we all should give attention�  The next time we get an email or telephone call from a 
young or not so young person asking for a week’s work experience or an internship, we need to 
consider how we can make that easier and whether we may need to go out of our way to make 
it happen.  I have in mind one intern who went on to have very different politics from mine.  I 
will not say which party he ended up working for but its Members are not sitting on this side of 
the House�  I was happy to take him on as an intern and teach him the intricacies of how to put 
a poster on a lamp post�  We need to do more of that, particularly for young women and girls�  
Politics should not be intimidating for anyone�

Another issue I feel very seriously about is that when it comes to issues that are perceived 
as women’s issues, we, as the men in this House - unfortunately, there are a lot more men 
than women - need to take ownership and responsibility to break down some of the stigma, 
talk about the issues that affect the women in our lives and being their voices into this Cham-
ber�  Earlier today, on the Order of Business, my colleague, Deputy Duncan Smith, raised the 
need for a national endometriosis strategy�  This is an illness that is impacting many women, 
particularly those around my age�  They are dealing with an extremely painful condition and 
sometimes are left bereft by the news that they will never be able to bear children�  We must 
bring their stories to this House and put pressure on the Government to follow the lead of other 
countries in this regard�

6 o’clock

There is a need for a greater focus on a publicly funded fertility system�  I am starting to hear 
a lot about this from my peer group or age group�
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  My last point, which is on the issue of postnatal depression, is very much personal in that 
it has affected my home after the birth of both of my kids.  We must normalise the discussion 
on mental health�  Deputy Mark Ward has done so much in this area�  The men in this Chamber 
should know the signs of postnatal depression in their partners, wives, daughters and friends, 
but they should also be comfortable talking about it.  When identified, there are supports.  It 
should not matter what one’s postcode, background or family circumstances are�  As a society 
and, more importantly, as a political collective, we must talk about these issues frankly in the 
Chamber�  These are issues that we do not need to score political points on�  These are issues 
on which we should all have a collective will.  Trying to fit all of these issues into a five-minute 
debate once a year is fine but they should be raised every day we have the privilege of being in 
here�

08/03/2022GG00200Deputy Martin Kenny: Once a year, on International Women’s Day, we come in here to 
talk about the issues that face half of the population�  We must recognise continually that we are 
failing as a society when we have to recognise that so many of our women find the rights for 
which they have struggled for so long have still to be achieved�  A century ago, it was about the 
right to vote�  We believe we have come such a long way since then but there is still so much 
to travel�

Reference was made to the gender pay gap�  When I speak to many women in my constitu-
ency in professions dominated by women, I realise they are at a huge loss as to why they must 
struggle continually to achieve decent pay and conditions�  I am thinking in particular about 
women in section 39 employment, which usually involves healthcare and social care�  It is 
predominantly women in these sectors.  Every day they are fighting to get decent salaries so 
they will be independent if, as is often the case, they find themselves without a partner, with a 
difficulty in life or on their own trying to raise children.  All of these problems are in addition 
to the gender pay problem, and women continually find it is a struggle.

Every day of the week, Deputies raise issues concerning childcare, time off and other such 
matters�  This indicates that we do not deal with them often enough�  I fully respect Deputy 
Richmond’s point that we should not be discussing these matters here for five minutes once a 
year�  We need to take the initiative to make what is desired happen as quickly as possible�

The issues that have dominated for the past couple of weeks, particularly what happened 
Ashling Murphy and how it resulted in a focus on how women are so afraid in society, show 
that we have so much to do to protect women so they will have a fearless place in society�  We 
have a lot to do to change men and their attitude regarding all this�

I am conscious of what is happening in Ukraine�  In my community, I have been working 
with a family from Ukraine that has been bringing people over here�  In the past week, it has 
brought 18 people connected to it here�  All of them are women�  In one case, there were two 
small girls and their mother, grandmother and great-grandmother — four generations fleeing 
from war�  We should be very grateful that we are not in that position in this country�  However, 
at the same time, we have an awfully long way to go to have equal status for women�

08/03/2022GG00300Deputy Mark Ward: I am delighted to have this opportunity to speak on International 
Women’s Day�  Last week I was invited by students from Lucan Community College to hear 
their presentation on how church and State relations continue to affect women’s rights in Ire-
land�  Taking on board what Deputy Richmond was saying, we have an obligation in this House 
to encourage all young people to get involved�  I said that if I had an opportunity to do so, I 
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would let their voices be heard in the Dáil�  Amber and Chloe, under the supervision of their 
teacher, Ms Mulhern, gave me a comprehensive report on how the church and State still affect 
women’s rights today�  They gave me a history of contraception in Ireland from its prohibition 
to today, when there are still forms of financial prohibition, with a cost of up to €20 monthly for 
the contraceptive pill and a further €50 for doctors’ fees and prescription charges�  The students 
welcomed the fact that there will be free contraception available in Ireland for women between 
17 and 25 from later this year�  However, they pointed out that the average age at which a 
woman stops menstruating is 50 and that while the pill is a contraceptive, it also helps to regu-
late menstruation�  On that note, I acknowledge Ms Claire Hunt of Homeless Period Ireland, 
with whom I did a fair bit of work over the years, for providing free period products to girls 
and women who need them�  Periods happen every month�  I cannot wait for the day when a 
service such as Homeless Period Ireland is no longer needed and women and girls can avail of 
free period products when and where they need them�

The pupils I was speaking to mentioned that while the repeal of the eighth amendment was 
really welcome, safe access zones need to be in place�  We cannot have anti-choice protests, 
intimidatory behaviour and inappropriate communications about abortion at the zones�  These 
need to be prohibited�

Time does not allow me to talk about all I would like to talk about today so I will finish with 
the words of our party leader, Deputy McDonald�  At the weekend, she stated women demand 
the right “to explore every horizon, to reach for every dream, we demand the right to be free, 
to be ourselves, without fear, without apology and without humiliation — the right to live a full 
and free life together”�  I do not believe that is too much to ask for in modern-day society�

08/03/2022GG00400Deputy Bríd Smith: People Before Profit sends solidarity to women across the world who 
are suffering from the absolute brutality of war, particularly in Ukraine, Yemen, Afghanistan 
and Palestine, and, indeed, Syria and beyond�  Wars, like all emergencies, be they related to 
housing, health, poverty or climate change, always affect women and children disproportion-
ately�  Of the 365 days in the year, we focus on this incredible inequality on only one�  It is 
remarkable how inequality has been perpetuated down through the decades and centuries�

The oppression of women, sexism and misogyny stem from an economic system that deval-
ues the labour of women in the home and assigns them to the role of raising the next genera-
tion as cheaply as possible for that system.  More than 100 years on from the first International 
Women’s Day, our world may look different but the issues that have dominated are still the 
same.  These include unaffordable childcare; inadequate resources for the whole care sector, 
including family care and, in particular, home care; and unequal access to healthcare, especially 
reproductive healthcare and abortion rights�  Wages are always lower and conditions are poorer 
predominantly in female work in the care sector, nursing, retail and hospitality�  These are the 
real issues facing women�  Whatever progress we have made in the intervening years, we still 
have these problems and inequalities�  We still prioritise the needs of an economic system over 
human needs, particularly the needs of women and children�

What the Russian revolutionary movement set out to achieve 100 years ago when Clara 
Zetkin named 8 March as International Women’s Day is still unfinished business.  International 
Women’s Day has a history based on opposition to war and a capitalist system that breeds war 
and oppression�  It is, in fact, working women’s day in a struggle for equal pay, the right to vote 
and the abolition of the slavery of workers�  I do not think that, down through the years, most 
working women were concerned with the number of women who were on the boards of corpo-
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rations; rather, they were concerned with the inequity in society and the fight to end poverty.

In this country, we have been dealing with the legacy of systemic abuse of women in one 
form or another, and the issues in this regard have dominated the past two Dáileanna�  Included 
are the issues of the eighth amendment, childcare costs, mother and baby homes, the lack of 
redress, Magdalen laundries, symphysiotomy, CervicalCheck, gender-based violence, the lack 
of refuge spaces and the economic struggles that women have faced, including, significantly, 
those of the Debenhams workers, nurses and teachers, who are mainly women�

I want to take time to deal with the national maternity hospital�  The historical role of the 
church in subjugating women and their reproductive lives has to be put to an end�  If we do 
nothing else in this Dáil, we must ensure the national maternity hospital is publicly owned and 
controlled�  The State is paying more than €1 billion for it but it is not going to be owned by the 
State�  It is still unclear how all the procedures that should be legally available to women and 
other genders will be available under this arrangement�  There is a sinister and disingenuous 
attempt to paint campaigners as delaying this, when it really comes from the religious orders 
that refuse to hand over the freehold to the State�  We need to see the deal that the Minister for 
Health is allegedly due to sign off on.  We need a proper national reproductive care centre that 
is free of Church influence and is publicly owned and controlled.   For that reason, we need a 
full Dáil debate on the issue�

08/03/2022HH00200Deputy Mick Barry: I want to salute the role of working women everywhere�  In the pan-
demic, so many women were, and are, key front-line workers in health, education and retail�  In 
many countries during the pandemic, it was women who carried the banner for workers’ rights�  
In this country, they did so at Debenhams�  Hundreds of thousands of people turned out to ex-
press their grief and anger at the shadow pandemic of gender-based violence after the killing of 
Ashling Murphy�  I say to Government Ministers that they should respect that grief and anger�  
I ask them to stop stonewalling the Women of Honour and not to push the goal of reaching the 
Istanbul targets on refuge places off to the medium or long term, when they report on them next 
month�  Capitalism’s cost of living crisis has shunted millions of women from the front line to 
the breadline�  According to the World Economic Forum, if closing the gender pay gap was 99 
years away according to trends in 2020, it had risen to 136 years by 2021�  On our TV screens, 
we see 2 million refugees - the old, the sick, women and their children�  We express solidarity 
with the women of Ukraine and all other refugees, who are often people of colour�  It was the 
strike of women workers on International Women’s Day 105 years ago in Petrograd that marked 
the beginning of the end of the great slaughter of the First World War, as well as the beginning 
of the end for both tsarism and capitalism�  It is that system, the system of capitalism, which lies 
at the root of women’s oppression in the world today, through gender-based violence, economic 
inequality and war�  On this International Women’s Day, socialist feminists renew our commit-
ment to fight for women’s rights and to fight against that system which has denied those rights 
for so long�

08/03/2022HH00300Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill: As others will have done, I sat down and opened my 
emails this morning and received a number of positive updates concerning women, which was 
befitting for International Women’s Day.  They included updates on the launch of the women’s 
health action plan, the roll-out of free period products in further education, the introduction 
of gender pay gap reporting, and research commissioned into gender-based violence against 
people with disabilities. We also had the first public sitting of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Gender Equality last week�  We are making progress, but today remains a particularly dif-
ficult International Women’s Day.
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There are two issues that I want to highlight in my contribution today: the vulnerability of 
women who are fleeing their homes and countries and the dangers of war, and the trafficking 
and involvement of women in illegal prostitution against their will in Ireland�  Many colleagues 
have spoken today with passion and solidarity about the women of Ukraine, who are facing 
unimaginable challenges today�  There are women who have moved and are moving across 
Ukraine, with their children, their parents and their families�  There are women who are leaving 
their partners behind as they rush to get to safety�  There are women who are hiding in Ukraine�  
They are hiding themselves and their children from the brutal indiscriminate violence of Russia 
- its illegal and unwarranted invasion of a democratic state and the murder of civilians that we 
have seen so repeatedly and desperately over the past 13 days�  These women are at huge risk 
today�  It must be said that many remain at risk, even when they reach the relative safety of the 
border.  We must remember that sadly, global conflict has many dark reaches and many dark 
opportunities for criminals to prey on the vulnerable�  We must be alive to that risk�  

Today I met with the lead researcher from the Sexual Exploitation Research Programme, 
SERP, of the Geary Institute in UCD, Ruth Breslin, to discuss that concern, namely, vulnerable 
women in a time of war�  The concern of the Geary Institute and the reports it is receiving are of 
women and children in desperate circumstances.  Some - not all - women are being offered help, 
including lifts and accommodation, from strangers�  There are already reports of women disap-
pearing from view.  This is not a new phenomenon.  When it comes to trafficking for sexual 
exploitation, one of the greatest risk factors for women and girls is being a refugee fleeing natu-
ral or man-made crises�  Exploiters will always prey on such vulnerability�  SERP has received 
many concerning reports of incidents of sexual violence and exploitation�  As a Parliament and 
as a member of the EU, we need to be alive to that risk as we respond to the humanitarian need 
of people coming from Ukraine�

Of course it is just as important to highlight the risk to women in other countries�  This 
morning I had the opportunity to hear from Fawzia Koofi, who was the first woman second 
deputy speaker of the Afghan Parliament, the head of the Afghan Parliament’s Women Affairs 
Commission, a staunch advocate for women and a Nobel Peace Prize nominee in 2020, to name 
a few of her achievements�  We were both panellists on an Irish Women’s Day event hosted 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs.  Ms Koofi used her time to talk about the extraordinary 
existential risk to women in Afghanistan�

The second group of women that I wish to highlight is women working in prostitution in 
Ireland today�  As of 12 noon today, International Women’s Day, there are 744 women for sale 
on Ireland’s main prostitution website.  That is 744 women for sale in Ireland alone.  This figure 
was checked and confirmed by SERP in UCD.  More than 90% of these women are migrants.  
As Deputies will be aware, buyers select the women whose bodies they want to purchase sexual 
access to, with many returning later to the same site to rate each woman out of five stars on her 
physical appearance, the satisfaction she gave and the value for money she provided�  Some 
will also write about the details of the woman’s appearance and the various acts they purchased 
from her, reviewing each woman not as a person but a product�  That is happening today�  As 
I said, more than 90% of these women are migrants�  The research carried out by SERP has 
shown that most of these women are young and vulnerable, drawn or forced into the sex trade 
by poverty, coercion or a combination of both.  Many are fleeing violence elsewhere only to 
meet new violence in Ireland, daily violence committed by perpetrators, members of organised 
crime gangs and others�  For fear of the criminals who control them, these women often fear the 
Garda, which has made so many renewed efforts to help and offer welfare interventions.  These 
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efforts have been highlighted as important and positive interventions by the women who have 
engaged with SERP, notwithstanding their general fear of the Garda because of what they have 
been told�

The HSE’s women’s health service is a lifeline as a specialist health service for women in 
prostitution�  Interviews conducted by the service with women who use the service demonstrate 
the extent to which the sexual and mental health of these women is harmed�  This is what is 
happening in our modern Ireland today, on International Women’s Day, when women’s rights 
are meant to be equal and protected�  Ireland’s laws to combat the highly exploitative trade are 
currently under review�  For the safety and well-being of Irish women and migrant women who 
have come here for a better life, it is most important that we target every element of the trade, 
including the sex buyers, the pimps, the traffickers and the organised crime gangs profiting 
from abuse of vulnerable women�  Women are not products to be reviewed�  Vulnerable women 
remain at risk daily�   We need to be aware of that risk in all forms at this time�  We need to be 
aware of the risk to other women who are fleeing violence in Ukraine.  We must ensure the steps 
we take to protect them at every point in their journey, as they seek refuge in Ireland and across 
Europe, consider that risk�

08/03/2022HH00400Deputy Alan Farrell: I wish Members a happy International Women’s day�  European 
International Women’s Day dates back to 1911, which is 111 years ago.  The UN first formally 
observed a global day of recognition in 1977, 45 years ago�  Regrettably, we are nowhere 
reaching its target.  While the world has changed dramatically in the years since the first days 
marking this occasion, and many improvements at home and abroad for women and girls have 
indeed been made, it occurs to me that more men need to become heavily involved in achiev-
ing the goals that are outlined within the movement, including delivering an equal society 
between both genders, and that barriers need to be removed not just within our society but also 
within this House, as my colleague Deputy Richmond highlighted�  We recognise that progress 
has been made, but it does serve as a reminder that a considerable body of work is yet to be 
achieved�  If we are truly honest with ourselves, it remains a sad reality that men and boys in 
Ireland today lead safer lives, largely free from worry or even consideration of harassment or 
unsolicited attention�  They will not have to worry about impacts on their careers resulting from 
childbirth and rearing children�

In an illustration of the scale of where we are today, the Central Statistics Office, CSO, 
reported that in 2019 only 26% of senior roles in large enterprises were held by women�  Only 
11�5% of CEO positions and just 19�6% of board positions are held by women, while a meagre 
7�4% of chairperson positions on those boards are held by women�  In 2018, 98�8% of recipi-
ents of the one-parent-family payment were women�  That is nearly all of the 39,000 people 
in receipt of that payment�   Those are just a taste of the realities faced by women in Ireland 
today, that is, that family responsibilities still fall too often on women alone and that top-level 
positions occupied by women remain too much of a rarity in comparison with their male coun-
terparts� 

Despite the stark nature of these statistics, we have made progress on this issue in recent 
years�  Improving gender equality in Ireland is an increasing priority for this Government and I 
believe there is a broad consensus on the issue across this House�  The Gender Pay Gap Infor-
mation Act and the Irish Corporate Governance (Gender Balance) Bill 2021 introduced to this 
House by my colleague Deputy Higgins are all examples of that progress, as well as expanding 
the rights of women over their reproductive rights�  There can be no doubt that empowering 
women and elevating them to leadership positions across society will benefit the entire country.  
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Our job in the weeks, months and years ahead is to ensure we are creating a country that is as 
open and as progressive as possible and that we bring in legislation that moves us closer to full 
gender equality�

 Of course, legislation alone will not resolve many of the issues that remain�  We need an 
open and frank discussion in respect of gender imbalance in Ireland�  That is why I referred 
earlier to men having to play a greater role in accepting and addressing that issue�  There is an 
epidemic of gender-based violence�  I see no other way of describing the increasing trends in 
domestic violence calls to An Garda Síochána, the rising levels of anti-social behaviour and the 
casual sexism that has permeated through homes, businesses and social settings across Ireland 
for many years.  To tackle these issues, we must engage with all levels of society in different 
circumstances�  We have to engage in extensive educational supports that can begin to show 
these unacceptable behaviours for what they are.  We need the institutions of the State to reflect 
the modern country we have become and want to become�  I recently spoke in this House on the 
problematic patriarchal and engendered culture within the Defence Forces but the issue is not 
limited to that particular arm of the State�  The Constitution is something that most Members 
of this House hold dear, yet we are aware of the deeply insulting and problematic language 
contained within certain sections of it�  I have been listening to that being debated in this House 
since I joined it in 2011, yet we do not appear to be any closer to holding a referendum on it�  
Article 41�2�1°, commonly known as the women’s place in the home clause, has been discussed 
for many years, as I mentioned�  Even if it is symbolic, it must be addressed, and promptly�

I look forward to the forthcoming publication of the third national strategy on sexual, do-
mestic and gender-based violence which my colleague the Minister, Deputy McEntee, has been 
preparing and remains committed to implementing�  It is an important step in planning our ap-
proach to tackling gender-based violence in the coming years�  

In the few moments I have remaining, I wish to mention a delegation of Oireachtas Mem-
bers of all parties and none that attended the Russian Embassy this morning alongside the 
Ukrainian ambassador, H�E� Larysa Gerasko�  I apologise if I mangled the pronunciation of the 
ambassador’s name�   I was taken by a young woman who was there�  She is not Ukrainian but 
is from eastern Europe�  She spoke of the women of Ukraine who are currently facing war and 
are protecting their families, often without their partners who are engaged in the war�  If the 
women themselves are not engaged in the war, they are protecting their families�  The courage 
they, and indeed women in other war-torn regions such as Afghanistan and Yemen, demonstrate 
for all of society must be commended and remembered on this day�

08/03/2022JJ00200Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire: Táim sásta deis a bheith agam labhairt ar Lá Idirnáisiún-
ta na mBan agus é a cheiliúradh�  The truth is that gender equality or, more properly, gender in-
equality comes into almost every aspect of our lives�  This year on International Women’s Day 
we focus on breaking the bias, stop a chur leis an gclaonadh i dtreo dearcadh nó gníomh áirithe 
nó cinneadh�  We must break the bias in society�  We must break the bias in childcare�  The 
crippling costs of childcare push many women, particularly single mothers, out of their careers, 
while early years educators are still facing unfair pay and precarious employment�  We must 
break the bias in education, where girls are less likely to get an autism spectrum disorder, ASD 
diagnosis and a lack of action on period poverty means many young women miss out on days 
of school every month�  We must break the bias in workplaces�  In politics, female Deputies, 
Senators and councillors still have no proper maternity leave scheme in place�  We must break 
the bias in the healthcare system, where women are waiting years for crucial and sometimes 
lifesaving gynaecological appointments agus go bhfuil tacaíocht mar is cuí fós á diúltú do mná 
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atá ag iompar clainne ag coinní máithreachais�  We must break the bias for women escaping 
domestic violence.  Despite increasing demand for refuges in the past five years, shelters such 
as Mná Feasa in Cork actually saw a 12% decrease in funding�  Ó thaobh dlí agus cirt, na meáin, 
spórt agus gach áit, caithfimid an claonadh a bhriseadh.

On this International Women’s Day, we remember those who have suffered violence against 
women, such as Ashling Murphy and thousands more�  We must commit to not allowing this 
issue to slip off the agenda today, tomorrow or any other day.

As a final thought, it is worth reflecting on the fact that there is a focus today on unseen care.  
Covid has very much highlighted the fact that so much care that is often provided predominant-
ly by women is completely undervalued economically, socially and in every other respect�  It is 
true to say that so much of society would collapse without it�  Lá sona Idirnáisiúnta na mBan do 
chách�  Let us continue to put the work in to ensure an equal Ireland�

08/03/2022JJ00300Deputy Paul Donnelly: I wish all women a very happy International Women’s Day, espe-
cially my mother, my wife Angela, my daughter Kerry and all my friends and comrades�  I think 
in particular of my mother, who raised seven children in the north inner city in circumstances 
of great difficulty, as did many women at that time.  She really did a fantastic job in extremely 
difficult circumstances.

I extend my solidarity to women across the world who are experiencing violence, fear, 
threats or intimidation in their homes, communities, cities or countries�  In particular, I extend 
my solidarity to the women of Ukraine, Palestine, Yemen, Syria and Afghanistan, as well as 
those in all other parts of the world where there is war and occupation by bigger and more 
powerful countries, in their struggle for justice and peace�  The pictures of tens of thousands 
of women and children fleeing war in Ukraine are heart-breaking.  We constantly see similar 
pictures of women in Palestine, Yemen and Afghanistan who are fighting for civil and political 
rights while also raising their families�  We saw the same in our country for many decades in the 
Northern Six Counties of Ireland under British state oppression�

A short while ago, following the brutal murder of Ashling Murphy, Deputies stood in this 
Chamber and made promise after promise that this would never happen again�  We were re-
peatedly told neither funding nor resources would be a problem�  Unfortunately, I do not see a 
significant focus on ensuring that everyone who is experiencing domestic violence will have a 
safe place to go when they need it�

I commend women whom I have met through the years who are the backbone of the struggle 
against oppression�  I refer to those in the anti-drugs movement, seeking civil and political rights 
or fighting against inequality, injustice and poverty using community development structures 
that, sadly, have largely been scrapped�  There is much to celebrate on International Women’s 
Day�  However, there is still so much more road to travel to achieve equality, economic and 
social justice for all women�  

I listened intently to the contribution of Deputy Alan Farrell�  His analysis of the inequalities 
women are facing was spot on but imagine what he could have done if he were in government 
for the past decade or more�  Oops, he was�  Sorry�

08/03/2022JJ00400Deputy Michael Lowry: The marking of International Women’s Day becomes more im-
portant and gains more attention with each passing year�  That is a positive, yet it is also a con-
cern�  What should be a day of celebration across the globe to mark the achievements of women 
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is instead an opportunity to highlight the ongoing obstacles they face in their everyday lives�  
These are obstacles that governments and society in general should have taken greater steps to 
address�  

International Women’s Day became official in 1975 when the United Nations started cel-
ebrating the day.  The first theme adopted was in 1996 when Celebrating the Past, Planning for 
the Future was chosen as the aim of the growing movement�  The intervening 26 years since 
that very first theme have seen progress but they have by no means seen the achievement of 
true equality for women�  Today the motto is calling to break the bias, the bias that still exists�  
Women have a very clear message that has remained consistent�  They simply want fairness and 
the equality�  They are not asking to take over the world�  They are asking to take their rightful 
place in it and are asking that their contribution be considered equal to that of men, that their 
involvement be valued equally and that their participation be equally acknowledged in all walks 
of life�  Women are asking for respect, for protection from harm, to be valued, and asking for 
change to happen�  They are not asking men to make these things happen for them but are ask-
ing for men’s help to make it happen�

It is not good enough that in the year 2022 there is still a gender pay gap of 14% in this 
country�  It is not good enough that for every euro that a man earns a woman will receive 86 cent 
for the same work in many areas of employment�  

It is not good enough that women do not have peace of mind to live their lives free from fear 
of harm.  How many women in any part of our country would confidently go out alone after 
dark?  This freedom is denied to women because we tolerate it despite constantly decrying it�  
We tolerate laws that are not a sufficient deterrent to prevent men from intimidating, harassing 
and attacking them, or worse�  The vast majority of men do not live with this fear and women 
should not be expected to live with it either�  

These are just two basic examples that happen in everyday life where change could happen�  
This is change that could be brought about by men and women working together, which could 
bring about a difference and could pave the way for further change.  

This is not a topic we should discuss in this House simply because today is International 
Women’s Day�  The points raised by everyone addressing this topic are the everyday realities 
of life for women across the country�  They are not just the issues of International Women’s 
Day but are the issues of a lifetime for women down through history who have had to fight for 
equality, to be heard and to fight for fairness.  They should not have to fight or demand and, in 
fact, they should not even have to ask�  

The question of lack of equality between men and women should not even exist�  Our ances-
tors allowed it to take hold and subsequent generations allowed it to continue�  We must be the 
generation which wipes it out�

08/03/2022KK00200Deputy Verona Murphy: For the second year running, I am pleased to have an opportunity 
to speak on the topic of International Women’s Day�  In my speech last year I spoke primarily 
about the positive strides that have been made over the past few decades with regard to women 
in politics, education and in sport, while at the same time highlighting a number of areas that 
needed further attention�

I spoke last year about carers and the fact that a large number of carers are women�  The 
programme for Government committed to a pension solution for carers�  I had hoped that in 
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the intervening 12 months a pension solution would be in place�  It is disappointing that, as 
yet, a solution is not in place�  It would provide a level of security in latter years for thousands 
of people who have given of themselves so selflessly by dedicating themselves to the care of 
others�  These people are unable to build up the normal number of PRSI credits to qualify for a 
pension in the usual manner and deserve some flexibility.

Last year I also mentioned the fabulous female sportspeople we have�  Since then there have 
been further wonderful achievements by Ireland’s female sports stars�  Kellie Harrington’s per-
formance in Tokyo has cemented her place amongst Ireland’s sporting greats�  Rachael Black-
more scaled new heights by being the leading jockey at Cheltenham Festival before becoming 
the first female jockey to win the Grand National only a few weeks later.  Earlier this year 
Leona Maguire became the first Irish female golfer to win on the Ladies Professional Golf As-
sociation, LPGA, tour while she also put in the best performance by a debutante in Solheim 
Cup history.  Katie Taylor won a further three fights bringing her unbeaten professional boxing 
record to 20 wins�  In recent weeks the Irish woman, Dr� Karen Weekes, sailed solo across the 
Atlantic taking 80 days to be the first Irish woman to do so.  Dr. Weekes worked for a period in 
County Wexford many years ago with Shielbaggan Outdoor Education Centre and, no doubt, a 
Leas-Cheann Comhairle, it was the Wexford people who made her so resilient�

Sophie Baker from my own town of New Ross represented Ireland with distinction at the 
Tokyo Olympics when she was part of the team to qualify for the final of the 400 metre mixed 
relay final.  I must also mention the women of Wexford who are involved in camogie, football, 
soccer, athletics, rowing, swimming, cycling, weightlifting and horse riding�  All and any sport 
that I have omitted, I congratulate everyone on their performances in 2021 for providing out-
standing entertainment for us all with their commitment and dedication in all weathers�  

Unfortunately, it has not all been positive�  In January, the horrendous murder of Ashling 
Murphy was a source of dreadful sadness for the entire country�  Upon hearing the news and 
the random nature in which it happened, shockwaves were sent throughout the wider Irish com-
munity�  Many people suddenly realised that if something like this could happen to Ashling, it 
could happen then to them or to a loved one�  That is certainly not a nice feeling to have when 
one is walking home at night or going for a run�  Our response should be to put a serious focus 
on issues such as the visibility of our gardaí on our streets on a regular basis�  

There should be a greater focus on how we deal with perpetrators of horrible crimes�  Unfor-
tunately, there are too many examples of the justice system simply not giving criminals proper 
sentences for serious crimes�  Some of the sentences currently being handed down for serious 
offences such as assaults on women, rape and other violence, are recognisably soft.  Soft sen-
tencing means that dangerous criminals are free, as we speak, when they should be behind bars�  
We can have all of the hashtags and social media campaigns we like but we need to toughen up 
when dealing with serious criminals�

Another area that requires serious attention is the provision of refuges for women�  There 
must be practical, helpful and positive steps to ensure that every county has refuge provision 
available for those women and children who need it�

I also want to take this opportunity to thank the two wonderful women who work with me 
in my Wexford and New Ross offices, Mary and Sharon, or Sharon and Mary, who help me to 
help my constituents every day�  Happy International Women’s Day to all�  I thank the Leas-
Cheann Comhairle�
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08/03/2022KK00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Seeing as the Deputy did not use all of her time, I will use 
it to inform her that there was a very significant Galway element with Dr. Weekes who is from 
Kinvara in County Galway�

08/03/2022KK00400Deputy Verona Murphy: She is a wonderful woman with an extraordinary achievement�

08/03/2022KK00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy can put Galway in there�

08/03/2022KK00600Deputy Verona Murphy: I will put Galway there and that is where she is from but we defi-
nitely gave her that resilience in Wexford�  I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle�

08/03/2022KK00700Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle very much�  
As we celebrate International Women’s Day, I am thinking of the women and children fleeing 
war in Ukraine�  We are all thinking and praying for Racheal Diyaolu who will hopefully be out 
of the country as soon as possible�

We must also think of those who have fled war in the Middle East and in Africa.  

I am thinking of women who flee violence in their own home and I am grateful for the hard 
work that is under way to put a refuge for County Carlow on the priority list�  I know that this 
comes from working locally with all of the stakeholders, the victims, and the local authority�  
We must do all we can to keep women safe and if today shows us anything, it shows us that 
women’s refuges are so important�  We need to put timescales on their provision and I have been 
contacting the Minister on the timescale for Carlow�  It is important that every one of the nine 
counties that does not have a refuge is provided with one�

 When we open our doors, as we absolutely should to refugees, we must ensure that we have 
the correct information and the proper support and facilities�  We need to do that and it must 
be a priority for us�  I sat on a committee today to carry out pre-legislative scrutiny of the Birth 
Information and Tracing Bill 2022 and we debated just last week the Institutional Burials Bill 
in the House.  I reflect on the courage and conviction of survivors of mother and baby homes in 
their continuing search for truth, justice and answers�  I thank them for all of their work to date 
in pushing for accountability at every level�  Legislation such as this provides space for amend-
ments to be made�  I have called for redress for all who were in mother and baby homes, I have 
called for fast-track medical cards and I have joined others in voicing survivors’ needs, not just 
on International Women’s Day but every day�

On a day such as this, it is great that we can have this conversation about how we can be 
more inclusive and more equal, and how to try to make the world a better place for women and 
children�  That is important�  Fianna Fáil has a long history of supporting gender equality�  To-
day, it was announced that the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage along 
with Women for Election will create a data hub with historical and real-time information to 
show the participation of women in political life since the foundation of the State�  That is very 
welcome�  All of us will agree that we need to make sure we are there and that women are re-
membered and talked about�  In the 2020 general election, 31% of the candidates were female�  I 
encourage all women to get involved with politics, whether it is in their community on parents’ 
associations or community committees or running for election�

Although the EU has been moving towards gender equality at a snail’s pace, Ireland ranked 
seventh in the EU on the gender equality index�  Gender inequalities are most pronounced in 
the domain of power in which Ireland ranks tenth�  Despite improving since 2010, Ireland is 
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furthest away from gender equality in political decision-making�  If women are not at the table, 
they cannot shape policy.  I am a firm believer that women at the table can make a major differ-
ence.  We work hard and we multitask, but that divide is definitely there.  We need to ensure that 
we conquer it�  The 32nd Government of Ireland includes just four women as Ministers in the 
Cabinet.  Eleven Ministers are men.  There are five female Ministers of State, but there are 16 
male Ministers of State�  We need to look at women as Ministers, and to look at women across 
all boards.  We can do more, because we have so much to offer.  It is great that we can highlight 
this today because it is so important�  Almost half of Finland’s parliamentarians are women, yet 
in Ireland only 22�5% of Deputies are women�  We have a great deal of work to do, and all of 
us together have a part to play�

I hope all women had a lovely day today�  We just need to do more�  All of us have a duty 
of care to women�  We must make sure we put no obstacles in their way, encourage women to 
be inclusive in what they want to do and make sure they know they can make the change�  We 
can do that�

08/03/2022LL00200Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I am glad to have an opportunity to say a few words on these 
important statements on International Women’s Day�  I wish all women, men, children and 
those who are suffering in Ukraine at present well.  I do not think “Happy women’s day” is the 
proper expression, but I wish them well in difficult circumstances.

We have come a long way�  I have listened carefully to the debate so far�  Despite what peo-
ple say, we have come a long way from where we were�  We needed to as well, because we were 
a long way down the list.  We can think of the suffragette movement across Europe, the United 
States and in this country and the long road the women had to travel�  It was a long way, and 
it seemed as if it was going nowhere�  We can think as well about how our society developed�

I wish to comment on one issue�  There is a feeling that men are anti-women and violent 
towards women�  That is not the issue�  The issue is that we have become a more violent society�  
I have dealt with situations, as I am sure have the Leas-Cheann Comhairle and other Members, 
where people who are smaller in stature and weaker are set upon by people who are stronger 
and more robust and are callously attacked in an unacceptable way�  Perhaps our society needs 
to learn, to pull itself up short and recognise that this is not the way to go�  It most certainly is 
not the way to go�  I am sorry that Deputy Barry is not here now because he was complimenting 
communism on the great work done in Russia and various other places over the past 70 or 80 
years or so�  I visited behind what was called the Iron Curtain�  The women were working in the 
fields with spades, shovels and so forth.  Communism did not do a whole lot for them either.

We need to recognise that this is an issue that affects everybody.  The rights of women and 
the recognition of women affect everybody and must be addressed.  It cannot continue as it is 
because it leaves half the population at all times feeling that they do not matter�  In fact, women 
are slightly more than half the population�  On days such as this we must remember people such 
as the late Monica Barnes and Nuala Fennell as well as Mary Flaherty, who is thankfully still 
with us, and the work they did�  There is also Nora Owen, Avril Doyle, Madeleine Taylor-Quinn 
and numerous others who I have not time to mention�  I keep thinking of other names�  They did 
a great job�  They came into the public arena and had something to say about it�  They talked 
about the rights of women at a time when it was not popular to do so�  They faced a little bit 
more�

I hope we have learned a little in the time since then and that we recognise the need to bring 
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forward that half of the population who have been left behind to some extent�  I compliment 
the women who are extroverts and who come into public life, like you, a Leas-Cheann Com-
hairle - you did not think you were going to get away with that - and have something to offer.  
It is important that we listen to you, who has come from that particular starting point to where 
you are now�  That is important�  Harold Robbins wrote famously about an era that is somewhat 
similar to now�  He wrote The Carpetbaggers, A Stone for Danny Fisher and many other books, 
which we used to read when we were not supposed to read them�  We did, and the fact is that 
we learned a great deal from them�  We learned how society was going and how people were 
treated in society.  We learned how people who did not have influence were treated in society.  
We absorbed all of that to the best of our ability, to the extent that in some of the things that are 
happening today we recognise what was happening then, all those years ago�  While we did not 
resolve them all, we tried to resolve some of them�

Finally, it behoves us all to respect women�  I will conclude with that�  Respect for women is 
hugely important at present�  It is to give an example and show that we do not support bullying, 
sexism or racism, all of which there is a lot of nowadays�  We do not support ageism or all the 
other “isms” that we have had around us for a long time�  We seem to take them as normal and 
to be accepted�  None of those is acceptable�  Everybody has rights�  Everybody has the right 
to stand up and say their piece at any time and anywhere.  I hope we have learned sufficient 
down through the years not to allow them but to ensure they can do that�  I am grateful for the 
opportunity to speak on this issue�

08/03/2022LL00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: Ar an chéad dul síos I compliment you, a Leas-Cheann Com-
hairle.  You have been a wonderful role model since you were first elected to this Parliament.  
I love to listen to you when you speak.  I am blessed to have five wonderful daughters and six 
granddaughters.  Indeed, they are my support team.  I also wish to thank my staff and helpers 
in the office, without whom I could not manage, including Geraldine, Vivienne, May, Cathy, 
Triona, Mairéad, Councillor Maureen and Caroline, who all do tremendous work for me daily�  
When I am not there, they deal with the public�  They get many compliments�  Obviously, they 
do not always get success, but they are a brilliant support team for me�

I compliment Rachael Blackmore, who could not miss on Minella Lad, and the Nallen fam-
ily, Elizabeth and John�  I also compliment the Daughters of Dún Iascaigh, a wonderful group 
of people who came together to acknowledge the history of the suffragettes and everything else 
over the centuries�  They had a wonderful afternoon tea and open-air event in The Square in Ca-
hir last Sunday, which was attended by hundreds�  It was to raise money for the wonderful Cuan 
Saor refuge in Clonmel�  It does tremendous work�  It should be funded by the Government�  
We are privileged to have it�  Many counties do not have a women’s refuge�  I am delighted it 
does such work�  There are people such as Josephine Casey, Patsy McGuirk, Fidelma and many 
others�  It was a lovely and joyous occasion�  I was not at the function because it was female 
only.  They had a wonderful evening.  They came out in their finery and displayed wonderful 
courage, wonderful enjoyment and wonderful fun and contributed hugely to charity�  I thank all 
the women I come across and say sorry to any of them if I have ever offended them.  We must 
praise them as we go along�

08/03/2022MM00200Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I thank the women of the past and of the present�  In particu-
lar, I thank the mothers whom I often speak about�  They are in charge of mom’s purse�  I have 
often spoken about mom’s purse�  What I mean by this is that if all is well with mom’s purse 
everything is good but if it is not everything is not good�  Ministers for Finance should always 
keep a very close eye on mom’s purse�  At the moment, mom’s purse is under attack because 
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of the massive increased costs in fuel, energy and the basic things we need to live�  Mothers 
and people managing the finances in houses are finding it extremely difficult at present.  I 
thank people in the housing department in Kerry County Council who deal with young mothers 
looking for housing�  I also thank those in the homeless section who deal with people who are 
vulnerable and in need of assistance�  I thank the people who operate the women’s refuge and 
women’s shelters�  To be honest, there should not have to be a women’s refuge�  They should not 
have to seek refuge from anybody or anything�  There should not have to be a rape crisis centre 
in County Kerry or any other part of the country�  Services such as this should not be required�  
This is how I look at it�  I compliment the people who work in the services�  I respect the great 
contribution of mothers in particular and the contribution that all women make in their jobs�

08/03/2022MM00300Deputy Michael Collins: Today we celebrate International Women’s Day�  No disrespect to 
the Minister of State but throughout the debate there has been a gentleman on the Government 
side instead of a lady�  It would have been more appropriate that a female Minister was here, no 
disrespect to the Minister of State�

International Women’s Day gives us all a chance to recognise the extraordinary contribu-
tion of women in Ireland and throughout the world�  We should all be proud of the extraordi-
nary achievements of women.  Many women who are by our side have made great sacrifices 
while also achieving so much�  We all know inspirational women who impact on all our lives�  
Unfortunately, despite this we all know there is a long way to go before women achieve equal-
ity in our society, whether in the workplace or in the community�  It is important to recognise 
we would still not know about the tragic circumstances that have faced many families in this 
country if it were not for the bravery of women�  Many of doctors, nurses, clinicians and HSE 
staff are women who have been willing to put their jobs on the line so we can learn the truth 
about mismanagement of the entire public health care system in the country�  This is what I call 
pure leadership�  Our broken politics are failing all women and individual families�  Our broken 
health system is also failing women and families�

We need to remember our female sporting heroes�  One of my favourite heroes is Katie 
Taylor�  She is a true champion boxer�  There is no one better in the world at her level�  She is a 
woman who can keep her head, her religion and her beliefs and be the greatest in the world at 
her sport�  I wish all women the best on this day�

08/03/2022MM00400Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I wish all women a happy International Women’s Day, 
especially my wife, Kay, and my mother-in-law, Kathleen Toomey�  I would not be here today 
to represent Limerick without them�  I wish a happy International Women’s Day to all the front-
line women who looked after us during the pandemic�  Today I will mention some women who 
rarely, if ever, get mentioned�  These are the women of the haulage companies, bus companies 
and agricultural contractors�  I watch a programme on TG4 at 9�30 p�m� every Thursday�  I am 
very proud to say my two nieces, who are involved in the agricultural business, have been on 
it�  Many more have also been on it�  It is worth people having a look at it to see women who 
are not recognised for what they do�  They are mothers and partners�  They have families�  They 
help to bring in the harvest and drive our trucks and buses but they are rarely recognised�  To 
all the women who do jobs who are never recognised I say happy International Women’s Day�  
Whatever they do I recognise them.  There are four women in my office who make sure I do 
what I have to do�  I thank everyone�  Happy International Women’s Day to everyone�

08/03/2022MM00500Deputy Catherine Connolly: Fáiltím roimh an deis a bheith páirteach sa díospóireacht seo�  
Tá athair agam sna flaithis agus is dóigh liom go bhfuil straois ar a aghaidh go bhfuiltear ag 
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caint fúmsa mar eiseamláir�  Is rud greannmhar é sin�  I welcome the opportunity to say a few 
words�  The fact I have been referred to as a role model certainly has put a smile on my father’s 
face, who is somewhere up in heaven�  I can say that openly�  Deputy Durkan said that we are 
making progress�  We are making progress�  Let me put the progress in context�  In 1918, Count-
ess Markievicz was elected as the first woman Member of the Dáil.  In the Second Dáil, we had 
five women and then it went up and down.  In 1981, we passed the barrier of having ten women 
in the Dáil�  Finally, here we are in this Dáil and we have 37 women Deputies�

If we look then at equality it is not just about women; it is about a thriving economy�  I 
always try to use the language of men when I am speaking about domestic violence and gender-
based violence�  We cannot possibly have a thriving economy nor an equal society so long as 
we have appalling violence�  I am afraid we have appalling violence�  It makes it impossible for 
mothers and children growing up in it to take part actively in society in a confident way.  What 
progress have we made on tackling domestic violence?  A conservative estimate of the cost is 
€2�2 billion�  I am always uncomfortable using this measurement because there are so many 
other aspects of gender-based and sexual violence that I would like to talk about but I try to use 
the language of patriarchy�  The cost of it alone might catch attention so people will say even on 
that level we should begin to look at it�  This is a conservative estimate�

In 1997, the year my second son was born, we had a task force on violence�  There was a 
report of 337 pages�  We are still speaking about something as basic as a safe place and a safe 
refuge�  I do not know how long we waited for the report�  There was constant pressure and 
we finally got it to be told what we all know, which is that there is no safe place for women or 
men when they are subjected to violence�  This is the most basic thing we need�  I would have 
thought that at this stage we would have places that were multifunctional�  We have statements 
on the Irish language and statements on International Women’s Day�  We should have the aim 
that at some point these statements will be redundant�   At some point refuges should be redun-
dant and then we can say we have done our job�  There was the appalling murder of Ashling 
Murphy�  I want to use her name again� I have used it before�  “Aisling” means dream�  The 
challenge for us is to make the dream of zero tolerance of violence against women a reality in 
her memory.  She is one of many women who have suffered.

With regard to International Women’s Day and the national maternity hospital, as I said 
earlier it is an absolute insult that three wise men at the top, who have been duly elected in a 
democracy, think it is okay to have secret talks or to collude with secret talks about something 
as important as a national maternity hospital�  Earlier, the Taoiseach told us to use our Private 
Member’s time.  It has been used three times.  Three different groups have used Private Mem-
bers’ time to say it should be a public hospital on a public site that is run publicly�  If we have 
learned anything, this is the most basic thing we need�

7 o’clock

Only today, the Taoiseach was infantilising women all over again, as the institutions did�  
The Government and the three wise men know best and this hospital will be built regardless of 
what this Dáil has clearly said on three occasions, with the Government not once voting against 
the motion.  That is significant.  We called for a public hospital on public land to be run publicly 
but it never happened�

  With regard to women in politics, women just have to have courage and stand�  I do not 
know what other supports we can provide�  Of course, supports are necessary but women have 
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to stand up and say they look on the world differently.  We do not need more women for the sake 
of having more women�  Neither do we need more men�  We need people who see that climate 
change is an existential threat�  We need Deputies who do not see war as inevitable�  Women 
can bring a different perspective, the perspective that war simply does not work.  I welcome the 
men who come along with that�  In the end, we have to sit down, engage in diplomacy, look at 
what causes war in the first place and deal with that proactively.  We must use our neutrality in 
that manner, rather than seeing it as something that is negative or not active�  We should use it 
in a very active policy and bring a different perspective, the perspective of a woman and of all 
of the men who want to share it.  That perspective says there is a different way of doing things.  
Ultimately, we have to go home, look our children in the eye and say there is a different way.  
The planet is burning, whether from climate change or from war, and there is a great nuclear 
threat hanging over us.  We flippantly talk about war when there is no way out of it.  I welcome 
more women in politics.  I also welcome more men who see life in a different way and who have 
the courage to stand up and demand that this not be done in our name�

  There are many other things I could say but the pension issue is a direct result of the in-
equality.  I will mention one specific aspect of that, which was recently pointed out in the com-
mittee�  As a direct result of the marriage bar, which is only one of many discriminatory bars 
that were in place, 57,000 women do not qualify for the State pension�

08/03/2022NN00200Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters

08/03/2022NN00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Mattie McGrath): I wish to advise the House of the follow-
ing matters in respect of which notice has been given under Standing Order 37 and the name 
of the Member in each case: (1) Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor - to discuss the number 
of community gardaí in Carlow-Kilkenny; (2) Deputies Éamon Ó Cuív and Mairéad Farrell - 
to discuss remedial work on a bridge near Kylemore Abbey on the N59 to stop flooding; (3) 
Deputy Chris Andrews - to discuss public safety concerns in Dublin’s inner city in light of 
ongoing street battles and the stabbing of a 13-year-old boy; (4) Deputy Kieran O’Donnell - to 
discuss plans for a temporary reduction in excise duties on fuels and other measures to reduce 
the impact of escalating fuel prices; (5) Deputy Michael Healy-Rae - to discuss the issue of den-
tists and the General Medical Services scheme; (6) Deputy Brian Stanley - to discuss the plans 
of the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications to mitigate the impact of 
rising energy prices on the public; (7) Deputy Richard O’Donoghue - to discuss the urgency of 
tax relief measures for the haulage industry and for all commuters given escalating fuel costs; 
(8) Deputy Dessie Ellis - to discuss the sharp decline in the number of dentists in the medical 
card scheme; (9) Deputy David Stanton - to discuss recognition of Carrigtwohill and Midleton, 
County Cork, as one education centre for school transport; (10) Deputies Colm Burke and Hol-
ly Cairns - to discuss actions to encourage farmers to use more land in 2022 for the production 
of cereal crops; (11) Deputies Thomas Gould and Mark Ward - to discuss the continued closure 
of the Keltoi rehabilitation unit; (12) Deputy Martin Browne - to discuss services available for 
children with avoidant restrictive food intake disorder, ARFID; (13) Deputy Maurice Quinlivan 
- to discuss progress to address overcrowding issues at numerous Irish hospitals; (14) Deputies 
Neale Richmond, Ciarán Cannon and Joe McHugh - to discuss what plans are being made to 
accommodate Ukrainian refugees in Ireland; (15) Deputy Catherine Connolly - to discuss the 
announced closure of Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde, Leitir Calaidh, Ceantar na nOileán, Contae na 
Gaillimhe; dúnadh Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde, Leitir Calaidh, Ceantar na nOileán, Contae na Gail-
limhe, scoil atá lonnaithe i gcroílár na Gaeltachta, a phlé; (16) Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire 
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- to discuss the potential for development of offshore wind power with particular reference to 
floating wind power; and (17) Deputy Matt Carthy - to discuss the emergency response to dis-
ruptions in the agrifood supply chain and its impact on farmers�

The matters raised by Deputies Murnane O’Connor; Connolly; Gould and Ward; and Colm 
Burke and Cairns have been selected for discussion�

08/03/2022NN00400International Women’s Day: Statements (Resumed)

08/03/2022NN00500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): I am 
very pleased to have been in the Chamber today to listen to and reflect on the concerns regard-
ing gender inequality that have been expressed.  While we have made significant advances in 
recent years, as the Taoiseach noted, we still have much work to do�  The Taoiseach has outlined 
a number of initiatives the Government is undertaking to promote gender equality, particularly 
in the workplace�  However, gender inequality can arise in many aspects of society and it is 
important we can identify where those inequalities occur when developing policies�  The public 
sector equality and human rights duty, arising from section 42 of the Irish Human Rights and 
Equality Commission Act 2014, places a responsibility on all public bodies to promote equal-
ity, prevent discrimination and protect the human rights of their employees, customers, service 
users and everyone affected by their policies and plans.  This includes having regard to gender 
equality and, in practice, means all public bodies should reflect on the gender equality implica-
tions of their work�  Departments integrate this work into their strategic planning and annual 
reporting process�

The mainstreaming of gender equality into the budgetary process is also being promoted by 
the Government�  The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform took forward a pilot ap-
proach in respect of gender budgeting in 2018, integrating equality budgeting into the existing 
budgetary process, involving the existing performance budgeting framework and using the pro-
cesses already in place�  A pilot programme on equality budgeting was introduced in six policy 
areas and extended in subsequent years�  The initiative is supported by an equality budgeting 
expert advisory group, which brings together expert knowledge on how best to progress this 
important work�  On 9 March 2021, the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and the Minister for Finance an-
nounced that the Government had agreed to mainstream the approach to equality budgeting and 
to build on the progress to date in this area under an equality budgeting initiative�  An interde-
partmental network of senior officials, chaired jointly by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, has 
been established to implement equality budgeting fully in line with recommendations contained 
in the OECD review�

Mainstreaming of gender equality is crucial if we are to avoid unexpected and unintended 
gender equality impacts from policy and funding decisions�  It must cut across all of Govern-
ment, all policy developers, all budget managers and all service providers�  Work is under way 
between the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth and the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform to identify further measures to expand our equality 
budgeting capacity further�

The outgoing national strategy for women and girls provides a whole-of-government frame-
work through which women’s empowerment would be advanced�  The strategy set out six 
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high-level objectives�  Five of these took a thematic approach and aimed to advance socioeco-
nomic equality for women and girls; promote their physical and mental well-being; increase 
their visibility in society and equal and active citizenship; promote women’s participation in 
leadership; and combat gender-based violence�  The sixth high-level objective focused on, and 
was aimed towards, embedding gender equality in decision-making�  These objectives were 
advanced through 139 actions undertaken by Departments and agencies in co-operation with 
social partners and civil society, as appropriate�

The strategy had initially covered the years from 2017 to 2020 but was extended by a further 
year due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the implementation of actions under the 
strategy�  While the strategy has now concluded, much of the work undertaken as part of it con-
tinues�  Many of the initiatives outlined here today arose from actions under the strategy�  The 
strategy will be evaluated this year, alongside the migrant integration strategy and the national 
Traveller and Roma inclusion strategy�  The Government has committed in the programme for 
Government to developing and implementing a new strategy, which will reflect the concerns 
regarding gender equality in the coming years�  The development of any future strategy will be 
conscious of, and respond to, the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on women�  Work on a new 
strategy is anticipated to begin later this year�

I will now turn briefly to my own ministerial portfolio on engagement on gender equality 
overseas�  This has been informed by our own national journey�  Gender equality is at the heart 
of Ireland’s foreign policy�  At the UN Security Council, we have been leading the charge to 
advance the women, peace and security agenda and to bring women to the decision-making 
table�  In September, when we held the presidency of the Security Council, we set a new record 
for bringing in women from civil society to brief that body�  In our development assistance, we 
focus on interventions that have a transformative impact on gender equality�  In 2021, we made 
new commitments to support women-led organisations and to provide dedicated funding for 
girls’ education, which is arguably the most transformative investment of all�  Violence against 
women and girls is among the most egregious of human rights violations globally and is a key 
driver of inequality.  Ireland continues to advocate for, and invest in, efforts to end gender-based 
violence, especially for those most vulnerable and in areas affected by conflict.

08/03/2022OO00200Assessment of Needs for Children with Special Education Requirements: Motion [Pri-
vate Members]

08/03/2022OO00300Deputy Pauline Tully: I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— early intervention is essential to meet the health and educational needs of children 
with disabilities and additional needs, in order to improve their quality of life from a 
young age;

— the Disability Act 2005 provides that an Assessment of Need (AON) must be 
commenced and completed within six months;

— section 8(7) of the Disability Act 2005 requires an AON to state determinations on 
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whether the applicant has a disability, the nature and extent of the disability, the health 
and educational needs of the applicant, and the services required by the applicant;

— the AON process took an average of 29 clinical hours to complete before the 
introduction of the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) which has limited the clinical 
time to 90 minutes, a reduction of 99�95 per cent in clinical hours for an assessment, 
which the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission has said “undermines disability 
rights”;

— while AON waiting lists have been reduced following the introduction of the SOP 
and Preliminary Team Assessments (PTA), the professional associations representing 
the therapists and psychologists providing these services has said that the PTA is “not fit 
for purpose”, “the direct opposite of what is intended by the Disability Act, 2005”, “di-
lute professional standards of assessment for vulnerable children in need” and “results 
in the child being referred onto another waiting list for further assessment� This further 
assessment does not fall under the Disability Act so there are no statutory obligations for 
these assessments to be completed in a timely manner”;

— section 13 of the Disability Act 2005 mandates the annual reporting and publica-
tion of aggregate unmet need for the purposes of identifying gaps in service provision 
and the resources required to meet need, yet no report has been published since 2009; 

— 212 legal actions were taken against the Health Service Executive between 2018 
and 2020 in relation to overdue AON, amounting to €701,000 in legal costs for the State; 
and

— in October 2021, the Minister of State with responsibility for Disability advised 
the Oireachtas that the children’s disability teams were short 400 staff; 

further notes that:

— there are long waiting lists for access to occupational therapy, speech and lan-
guage therapy, and psychology services, including:

— 18,303 children on occupational therapy waiting lists;

— 9,532 children on psychology waiting lists; and

— 8,167 children on speech and language therapy waiting lists; and

— a survey conducted by AsIAm in June 2021, “Every Child Counts: A Report into 
Autistic Children’s Access to Healthcare in Ireland” found that 80 per cent of parents 
and guardians have had to wait a year or more to receive an autism diagnosis for their 
child, and 79 per cent said they were not in receipt of any support from either the Early 
Intervention or School Age-Going Teams; 

condemns the fact that:

— in many cases, parents are forced to pay privately for an AON and associated 
therapies and interventions for their children, in order to access the necessary supports 
and interventions; and

— the current situation represents a gross and unjustifiable inequity in healthcare and 
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education provision, where children whose parents cannot afford to pay privately, take 
legal action or who live in areas with long waiting lists, are at a significant disadvantage 
in accessing the supports which they need and deserve; and

calls on the Government to:

— cease using the SPO to skirt its responsibilities, under the Disability Act 2005, to 
children in need of support;

— provide appropriate, comprehensive, and clinically ethical AON in line with best 
practice as outlined by the professional associations representing occupational thera-
pists, speech and language therapists, and psychologists;

— ensure prompt access to a diagnosis where required to access specialist health or 
education services and further statutory entitlements;

— immediately inform the Dáil of the measures it intends to take to ensure that all 
children receive a comprehensive AON within the timeframe set down by the Disability 
Act 2005, and to ensure that these children have real access to the services which they 
need;

— publish a costed and timebound implementation strategy for the Disability Ser-
vices Capacity Review which includes targets to meet staffing needs;

— publish a cross-departmental strategic workforce development plan to train, re-
cruit and retain enough health and social care professionals;

— publish all waiting lists for AON, further multidisciplinary assessment following 
AON, the number of open cases per Children’s Disability Network Teams (CDNTs) and 
the number of children with and without an Individual Family Support Plan, as well as 
lists for access to services and interventions which are past their due date;

— establish CDNTs in full, including the establishment of governance arrangements 
with a family forum attached to each CDNT;

— recommence reporting of data and publication of reports pursuant to section 13 
of the Disability Act 2005, to provide an evidence base for future planning of service 
capacity for unmet need;

— immediately ratify the United Nations Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

— amend the Disability Act 2005, to provide for a multidisciplinary, needs-based 
approach to AON as recommended by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office in the Oc-
tober 2020 report entitled “Unmet Needs: A report on the challenges faced by children 
in Ireland who require an assessment of their needs”; and

— require the Disability Appeals Officer to apply for relevant enforcement orders 
where there are breaches of the Disability Act 2005, to avoid parents having to take 
lengthy court cases to vindicate the rights of their children�

I am introducing this motion because children’s disability services are at crisis point�  At 
least 40,000 children are on waiting lists for assessment or intervention�  Families have lost 
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confidence in the new progressing disability model as they witness services worsening rather 
than improving as time goes by�  The rolling out of the progressing disability model promised to 
ensure more equal access to therapies for all�  As one parents said, so far it is equal in the sense 
that no one is getting anything�

Parents of children with additional needs must fight for everything.  They are tired and they 
are worn out�  They are contacting me, my colleagues and no doubt every elected representative 
in this House saying their children are not receiving the supports they deserve�  Their concerns 
are well founded and confirmed by surveys conducted by AsIAm and Down Syndrome Ireland.  
Children are entitled to an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005�  This assessment 
should indicate whether the applicant has a disability, the nature and extent of the disability, the 
health and educational needs of the applicant and the services required by the applicant�  It is a 
comprehensive assessment�  This should be done as a multidisciplinary needs-based approach 
and completed within six months�

However, this has been replaced by the standard operating procedure with a preliminary 
team assessment, PTA, being carried out instead�  This preliminary assessment does not consti-
tute a proper assessment of needs, AON, it is not fulfilling the statutory right under the Disabil-
ity Act and it must stop�  This is clear given that the average time for the completion of an AON 
is 29 hours while this PTA takes an average of 90 minutes�  I acknowledge that not all children 
will require a full assessment of need and the preliminary team assessment was meant as a way 
of identifying those children with the most pressing needs�  The intention was that those chil-
dren would then be admitted onto a team where supports and services would be provided and 
further assessment carried out if required�

However, the reality is children who undergo the PTA are then just being put onto another 
list, a hidden and unaccountable list, or simply being told they will receive services in a number 
of years�  The clinicians, such as psychologists, speech and language therapists, occupational 
therapists, physiotherapists etc�, are not comfortable with this procedure�  There has been an 
exodus of clinicians from the children’s disability network, CDN, teams due to this as they are 
not prepared to dilute their professional standards so that the HSE can evade its obligations 
under the Disability Act�

The professional organisations warned the HSE that clinicians would leave, yet it proceeded 
with this model anyway.  There are staff shortages on all the teams and it is proving very dif-
ficult to recruit.  Many therapists will not work for the HSE due to poor working conditions 
and the lack of progression in their careers.  Many of the teams are made up of newly qualified 
therapists�  They need guidance and support but that is absent�  There seems to be poor manage-
ment, no targets and no performance indicators�  How can the HSE stand over this?  How is 
value for money being measured?

In the meantime, families are forced to fight for everything.  They are accessing services 
privately even though the cost is excessive and some are borrowing to provide support for their 
children that they should be receiving through the HSE�  We are reaching the stage where there 
is no availability privately either�  What can parents do if they are told it will be two years be-
fore their child will receive the speech and language therapy he or she needs?  What do they do 
when they are offered five or six sessions of therapy and then nothing, or one session now and 
another in five months?  A proper assessment of need can cost in the region of €1,500 and par-
ents in many cases have no option but to source that privately as a diagnosis is necessary to gain 
admittance to a special school, a special class or an autism unit�  Every parent wants whatever 
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supports are necessary to ensure his or her child can be the best versions of himself or herself�

The State has been brought to court in hundreds of cases because it has not met its obliga-
tions under the Disability Act�  It is disgraceful that parents are forced to take this action in the 
first place but it is more incomprehensible that these cases are even defended in court.  Instead 
of taking measures to address the problem, the HSE has spent hundreds of thousands of euro 
defending the indefensible�  It is now trying to shirk its responsibility through the introduction 
of the preliminary team assessment�

The State is also in breach of the Disability Act�  Section 13 of the Act mandates it to pro-
duce an annual report and to publish the aggregate unmet need for the purposes of identifying 
gaps in service provision and the resources to meet need�  The last time a report was published 
was in 2009�  It is past time to rectify all the shortcomings of the progressing disability model�

08/03/2022OO00400Deputy David Cullinane: I commend an Teachta Tully on tabling this motion, which gives 
us an opportunity to discuss this very important issue�  The Minister of State would accept that 
parents of children with disabilities or special needs should not need to battle to get access to 
an assessment of need or services�  In recent days an Teachta Tully and I have met hundreds of 
parents in person and through Zoom whose experience is one of a constant battle�

It was heartbreaking to hear parent after parent talk about how difficult it is to get an as-
sessment, and even if they get an assessment through the standard operating procedure, they 
go onto a different waiting list for a multidisciplinary assessment, and very often, even after all 
that, their children do not get the services they need�  Inclusion Ireland will be publishing the 
results of its survey on Thursday.  We have been told the contents of that survey will confirm 
everything in our motion about how parents feel, the impact it has on their children and their 
constant battle�  It is a battle to get a comprehensive assessment�

The 2005 Act made it very clear that it should be a comprehensive assessment that deter-
mines whether the child has a disability, the nature and extent of the disability, and the health 
and education needs of the child�  In many cases this preliminary assessment does not do that�  
Many parents advise that assessment can take as little as 20 minutes�  I have been in GP surger-
ies and I have been in there longer than 20 minutes�  I believe it is a maximum of 90 minutes 
but it is much less than that�  There is no way a child’s disability can be determined in that time-
frame�  That is what advocacy organisations are telling me�  AsIAm, Inclusion Ireland, the Dis-
ability Federation of Ireland and many more all confirm that is the direct experience of families.

It is a battle to get the assessment on time�  This goes back to why parents are forced to take 
the State to court�  Many of us in this House have children�  Imagine having a child with a dis-
ability or special needs and being forced to take to State the court�  How traumatic that would 
be�  The State should be there for families and their children, but they are left with no choice but 
to take the State to court because the State is not delivering on its obligations�  It is absolutely 
appalling�

Under the 2005 Act the Government is meant to publish at least once a year the aggregate 
assessment of need and the services that should be provided to children�  It should be published 
once a year and set out the overall staff requirement.  I believe that has not happened since 2009.  
Why is that the case even though we are being told it is happening?  I know the Minister of State 
is talking to her officials, but that is what I have been told.  Perhaps she can clarify if that has 
happened because we cannot get access to those reports�
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Over 80% of children who are fortunate enough to have an assessment of need do not get 
access to any services, as shown in last year’s AsIAm survey�  Let us wait and see what is in 
Inclusion Ireland’s survey on Thursday�  Why should parents have that constant battle?  I say 
this to the officials who are here, to those in the Department who are listening and to politicians 
in government�  For once and for all we must decide we are going to do something about this 
and then do it�

In the first instance we need to listen to what the Ombudsman for Children said when he 
pointed to a number of recommendations relating to the 2005 Act�  It was very strong regarding 
the right to an assessment of need�  However, I think the standard operating procedure and what 
some parents quite rightly describe as a short screening is not a proper assessment�  However, it 
is for that preliminary assessment when the six months kicks in and the clock starts ticking, not 
for those who go on a separate waiting list�  That is not fair and rightly it seen as waiting lists 
within waiting lists - hidden waiting lists�  That is not what we should be doing�  The 2005 Act 
needs to be strengthened�

The Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs, EPSEN, Act also needs to be 
strengthened�  We need a new autism strategy underpinned by legislation�  We need to commu-
nicate to parents in very simple terms exactly what their child is entitled to, how the child will 
get access to those services, that he or she will get his or her assessment on time and that he or 
she has a clear service statement or assessment of need which sets out exactly what services the 
child is entitled to�  We then need to set about trying to provide those services as best we can�  
What all the advocate organisations and parents have said to me is that the critical solution to 
this is a proper workforce planning strategy�  We need to train more therapists, including speech 
and language therapists, and child psychologists.  We need to recruit and to retain more staff.  If 
we do not do that, we will not address the problems and the waiting lists will get longer�

08/03/2022PP00200Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire: Ba mhaith liom tréaslú leis na Teachtaí Tully agus Cul-
linane as an rún seo a chur le chéile�

We parents have to fight tooth and nail to get the basic supports for our children.

[���]

We feel outcast and abandoned�

[���]

We have given up our jobs to care full time for our children with no support�

[���]

I am scared and upset, I don’t know what’s ahead for my son�

Those are quotes from stories that parents of children with disabilities in Cork have shared 
with me.  Deir na figiúirí go bhfuil 300 duine ag fanacht ar mheasúnú riachtanas i ndeisceart 
chathair Chorcaí�  Tá 131 déanach do staid 2 den phróiseas sin agus tá 102 trí mhí déanach�  Tá 
204 leanbh ag fanacht le críochnú an phróiseas um measúnú riachtanas�  The progressing dis-
ability services model is not fit for purpose.  Therapists have been removed from special schools 
without a functioning alternative to accessing these crucial therapies�  The children’s disability 
network teams in Cork are very far from being up and running�  One such team in north Cork 
city is so under pressure due to staffing gaps that have never been filled that it has contacted 
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parents encouraging them to complain to the HSE, its own employer, in the hopes of getting 
some support�

The figures in my constituency are dire.  Team 11, for the south east of the city, is missing 
a psychologist and 2�2 speech and language therapists�  West central Cork is missing 2�6 oc-
cupational therapists, 1�3 speech and language therapists and 2�2 psychologists�  It is the same 
story in Carrigaline, which is missing one physio, half a speech and language therapist post, 
more than two occupational therapists and two psychologists�  It goes on and on�  Family repre-
sentative groups were meant to be set up under the progressing disability services programme 
to allow parents to be fully engaged�  Not one has been invited to participate�  I asked parents 
in Cork.  One local mother was told by an official in the office of the Minister of State, Deputy 
Butler, that funding would be given in order that therapeutic supports taken from schools would 
be reinstated in special schools�  That is still not happening, and the Minister of State said that 
on 28 January to that parent�

To put it plainly, this uphill battle, this fight for assessments of need and for reinstatement of 
crucial therapies, basic things to which these children have a right, cannot continue�  They are 
being denied the ability to meet their potential�

08/03/2022PP00300Deputy Claire Kerrane: I too commend my colleague Deputy Tully on the work she has 
done in bringing forward this motion�  For a parent with a child who has additional needs, the 
battle for services and supports is constant�  A parent may notice something when the child is 
only two or three years of age: their balance, their eye contact or their inability to do things 
children of the same age can do�  That is just the start of a very long road�  Parents may know 
very little about the world they are about to enter when seeking an assessment for a child with 
a view to seeking a diagnosis and ensuring they get the child the help he or she needs�  Some 
parents cobble together the money to go private�  Some get into debt just to get that initial as-
sessment and then realise the child has just been moved onto another waiting list�  Without that 
initial assessment, parents will struggle to qualify for the domiciliary care allowance�  They 
will not have enough medical evidence because they cannot get the assessment so they cannot 
get that really important income support�  The child starts school, has not been assessed and 
requires additional supports and they cannot get an SNA�  Everything is a battle, as has been 
said, from assessments to therapies to day services to respite�  It should not be a battle�  Why is 
it that, rather than fix the issue, that is, the delays and the waiting lists, the Government chooses 
to create something to make it look like it has done something when instead it misleads people 
and makes the situation worse?  As has been said, the Government has created what can only be 
described as a screening exercise, a pre-assessment to the assessment of needs, to cover up the 
failure to meet the obligation it should meet, as set out in the Disability Act.  It is of no benefit 
to the child or to his or her parents�  The child is no further on after it and instead moves onto 
another waiting list�  It is now common knowledge that you have to go to court in order to get 
your child the services he or she needs�

In my constituency there are hundreds of children on waiting lists across speech and lan-
guage therapy, occupational therapy and physiotherapy�  One mother in my constituency has a 
son aged 17�  He has autism�  She has fought and fought his entire life�  She is and always has 
been his voice�  She told me that a neighbour approached her the other day�  The neighbour is 
concerned about her own child�  The mother said she felt sick having to tell the young mother 
what she has to face into and the road she has ahead�  There is almost a fear of entering the 
system in the first place.
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The solutions have been brought forward�  They are in this motion�  I ask the Minister of 
State to fix the actual issue and to fix it now.

08/03/2022PP00400Deputy Brian Stanley: I thank Deputy Tully for bringing forward this proposal�  Waiting 
lists for assessments of need for children across Laois-Offaly have been spiralling out of control 
for years.  In Laois-Offaly, according to figures supplied by the HSE, just 17% of assessments 
of need applications were completed within the legal timeframe of six months�  Overall, in 
CHO 8, the figure is 16%.  These are shockingly poor outcomes.

A constituent of mine contacted me this week and told me, as she did again this morning, 
about her situation�  She is a single parent working full-time�  She has a six-year-old girl with 
a learning disability�  She is paying a mortgage and needs a car to travel to work at the other 
end of the county�  She is paying privately for physiotherapy and occupational therapy for her 
daughter�  Her child has been referred for an autism assessment and the mother said she just 
cannot afford much more and is watching her child suffer.  That child will now most likely be 
forced to go private to get the assessment she needs, which will cost more than €1,000�  Many 
parents are borrowing the money for these assessments�  The Minister of State, Deputy Butler, 
hears of such cases and I hear of them�  That is the reality on the ground�

Sinn Féin has committed to trying to put forward proposals to end the constant battle of try-
ing to get children’s needs assessed.  This evening we are putting forward our firm, constructive 
proposals�  We are calling for a roadmap to be produced which would ensure that all children 
will receive a comprehensive assessment of need within the timeframes set down in the Dis-
ability Act, not a makey-up assessment that just clears a waiting list, after which a further as-
sessment is required, as previous speakers have outlined�

Sinn Féin is also calling for a plan to be established - this is very important - to recruit and 
develop adequate numbers of health and social care professionals to deliver services in line with 
best practices.  We need that pipeline, and we have amplified that issue here a number of times.  
That is a concrete proposal we are making�  Our 2022 budget proposals include costings for 
more than 150 additional psychologists, 100 occupational therapists and 250 speech and lan-
guage therapists�  That is the least we can do to ensure that children are not left behind in their 
early years and that this intervention is made at that really important point in time�

08/03/2022PP00500Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: If there is one group that knows what is right for children 
with special educational requirements, it is their parents�  Their love for their children is uncon-
ditional and they will fight and lobby to ensure their children get the appropriate supports in a 
timely manner�  In my experience, the parents of children with special educational requirements 
are the bravest and most determined people I know�  They never, ever give up�

Last Friday night I was delighted to attend a fundraiser in support of ASD Ireland at Our 
Lady of Lourdes National School, in Limerick, a fantastic school�  It was organised with the 
full support of the school by Helen Connolly, mother of Jack, who has autism and attends the 
school.  Her fight was not just for her son but for all the kids in that school.  This is so typical 
of parents of children with special needs�  They will do everything and anything for their child 
but they need the State to step up to the mark as well�

The Government is failing children who have disabilities and additional needs�  Parents 
must battle tooth and nail to access supports for their children�  This is abundantly clear when 
we look at the backlog of assessments�  Parents should not have to contact my constituency of-
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fice or any other constituency office to try to have their children assessed more quickly.  Waiting 
for an assessment is extremely stressful for parents, as is not knowing what the issue is�  In the 
mid-west region the waiting lists are extremely concerning�  As of October 2021, 148 children 
were waiting 12 to 18 months for an initial speech and language assessment, with an incredible 
53 people waiting more than 24 months�  For even one child to be waiting that long is a scandal�  
That is two years during which children and their development are damaged�  That is not just 
what I believe; it is what the experts say repeatedly�  This is not some sort of anomaly; unfor-
tunately, it seems to be the norm�  These are young people in the best years of their lives and 
their development is being stymied because the State cannot provide them with assessments in 
a timely manner�

Awareness of children with special educational requirements has come on leaps and bounds 
in the past decade�  Children with additional needs can live full and happy lives, as can their 
parents, if they are assessed early with the correct structures and supports put in place�  The 
Disability Act 2005 provides that an assessment of need must be commenced and completed 
within a six-month period�  In too many cases, this timeframe is missed�  It is disgraceful that so 
many families had to take court cases against the State because of its failure to deliver prompt 
assessment of a child’s needs�  Parents should never have to do that�  Initial assessment should 
be within the requirement set out in the Disability Act�

Like most things in our health service, we have a two-tier reality when it comes to the pro-
vision of assessments.  Many parents, both those who can and cannot afford it, opt to pay for 
private assessment of needs and therapies as the child cannot afford to wait for public appoint-
ments�  The Government needs to end this debacle and outline what steps it will take to sort this 
issue�

08/03/2022QQ00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I thank the Depu-
ties for tabling this motion�  I welcome the opportunity to restate the Government’s commit-
ment to children with disabilities and their families�  There are important challenges we must 
face if disability services in this country are to meet the hopes and expectations of those at the 
heart of the service and to enable them optimise their potential as they mature�

It would be disingenuous to ignore the fact there have been difficulties in certain parts of the 
country in the implementation of the progressing disability services, PDS, programme by the 
HSE which have resulted in delays for families in accessing much-needed therapies for their 
children.  That position is regrettable and I offer the Government’s sincerest apologies to any 
family experiencing such delays�  Such delays are unacceptable�  That is why the Government 
is not opposing the motion.  This House stands together on significantly reducing waiting times 
for children who require therapy supports�  Every day delayed for a child is a day lost in his or 
her development�

There is a strong possibility that each Deputy in this House has been contacted by a family 
with concerns around delays in getting an assessment of need, speech and language therapy, 
occupational therapy or other supports to help their child�  The sense of frustration and anger 
which comes across in the letters, emails and phone calls to our offices is heartbreaking, and 
parents’ frustrations are entirely understandable�

My colleague, Deputy Anne Rabbitte, was appointed Minister of State with responsibil-
ity for disabilities in July 2020 and I can say without fear of contradiction that she has been 
relentless in her efforts to champion much-needed improvements in disability services for chil-
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dren�  One of the issues the Minister of State sought to remedy immediately was the number 
of overdue assessments of need for children throughout the country�  At the end of June 2020, 
this backlog, for a number of reasons, had risen to approximately 6,500�  By working with the 
Minister for Health, the Minister of State secured funding to address this issue and clear the 
existing backlog�  When an issue arose concerning existing special schools-based therapy posts 
transferring off site to children’s disability network teams, the Minister of State listened closely 
to parents’ concerns and additional funding was secured and provided to the HSE to allow 
therapists to stay on site at special schools while allowing network teams to be strengthened 
through additional posts�

I am sure the Opposition Members will acknowledge that the Minister of State has had sig-
nificant levels of engagement with them since taking office, briefing them on the services for 
children in their constituencies while acknowledging problems and seeking solutions�  Future 
solutions are not the exclusive property of Government and the Minister of State is happy to 
listen to constructive suggestions, regardless of what side of the House they come from�  This 
is a challenge I issue to the Deputies participating in this debate�  Criticism of the present posi-
tion is accepted but constructive engagement on these issues from all quarters is needed so that 
we can work together in getting an improved service for the children who need these supports�

The implementation of the PDS programme is agreed Government and HSE policy�  This 
policy supports the reconfiguration of children’s disability services to provide equitable child- 
and family-centred services based on need rather than diagnosis and aligns with the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities�  The PDS model addresses the previous ineq-
uity in service provision, whereby there may have been an excellent service for some children 
and little or no service for others�  This variance may have been linked to diagnosis, age group 
or geography�  Regardless of the reason, it did not represent optimum practice�  Children’s dis-
ability services are changing from diagnosis-based to needs-based so that all children with a 
disability or developmental delay have access to the right service based on their needs, no mat-
ter where they live�

By the end of 2021, all 91 children’s disability network teams, CDNTs, were established to 
provide services and supports for all children with complex needs in their respective geographic 
areas�  These teams comprise health and social care professionals, including nursing, occupa-
tional therapy, psychology, physiotherapy, speech and language therapy, social work and others�  
The teams work closely together in a family-centred model, focusing on the child’s and family’s 
priorities�  The intention of this model is that every child with complex needs will have access 
to a team, regardless of the nature of his or her disability, where he or she lives or the school 
he or she attends�  Children and their families will have access to the full range of services and 
supports of the CDNT according to their individual needs�  This includes universal, targeted and 
specialist supports such as individual therapeutic intervention and access to specialist consulta-
tion and assessment when needed�

It must be acknowledged that the implementation of PDS and the subsequent reconfigura-
tion of services has not been without significant problems, the vast majority of which are related 
to recruitment and retention of the critical staff needed to service the needs of the children.  
Since 2019, and including 190 posts announced in the recent HSE national service plan 2022, 
more than 475 development posts have been allocated to children’s disability services through-
out  the country in specialties such as speech and language therapy, occupational therapy, phys-
iotherapy, psychology and dietary�  However, there are recruitment challenges in the disability 
area due to a combination of workforce availability and the significant level of employment 
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opportunities across the wider health sector�  These opportunities provide these personnel with 
options on the areas in which they wish to work�  Working with children with complex needs is 
hugely rewarding but is also very demanding, and recruitment and retention of staff is present-
ing challenges to the HSE.  These challenges affect the capacity of the service being provided.  
It is obvious that demand for therapeutic supports is outstripping supply and more therapists 
are required to meet this demand, but this is a recruitment rather than a resources issue, as 
evidenced by the funding provided to employ almost an additional 500 therapists for disability 
services since 2019�

I reiterate my challenge to all Deputies in the House�  By all means criticise the Government 
where it is merited but support that criticism with fresh thinking and new ideas as to how this 
problem can be resolved�  No one in the House, irrespective of his or her allegiance, wants to 
see a child having to wait a year, month or day longer than necessary to receive therapy sup-
ports�  I assure all that this Government, and particularly my colleague, the Minister of State, 
will remain focused on providing the best possible services for children and adults with dis-
abilities�

Go raibh maith agaibh�  The Minister of State will respond at the end of the debate�

Debate adjourned�

08/03/2022QQ00300Estimates for Public Services 2022: Message from Select Committee

08/03/2022QQ00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Select Committee on Environment and Climate Action 
has completed its consideration of the following Supplementary Estimate for public services 
for the service of the year ending on 31 December 2022: Vote 29 - Environment, Climate and 
Communications�

08/03/2022QQ00600Assessment of Needs for Children with Special Education Requirements: Motion (Re-
sumed) [Private Members]

Debate resumed on the following motion:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— early intervention is essential to meet the health and educational needs of children 
with disabilities and additional needs, in order to improve their quality of life from a 
young age;

— the Disability Act 2005 provides that an Assessment of Need (AON) must be 
commenced and completed within six months;

— section 8(7) of the Disability Act 2005 requires an AON to state determinations on 
whether the applicant has a disability, the nature and extent of the disability, the health 
and educational needs of the applicant, and the services required by the applicant;

— the AON process took an average of 29 clinical hours to complete before the 



Dáil Éireann

382

introduction of the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) which has limited the clinical 
time to 90 minutes, a reduction of 99�95 per cent in clinical hours for an assessment, 
which the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission has said “undermines disability 
rights”;

— while AON waiting lists have been reduced following the introduction of the SOP 
and Preliminary Team Assessments (PTA), the professional associations representing 
the therapists and psychologists providing these services has said that the PTA is “not fit 
for purpose”, “the direct opposite of what is intended by the Disability Act, 2005”, “di-
lute professional standards of assessment for vulnerable children in need” and “results 
in the child being referred onto another waiting list for further assessment� This further 
assessment does not fall under the Disability Act so there are no statutory obligations for 
these assessments to be completed in a timely manner”;

— section 13 of the Disability Act 2005 mandates the annual reporting and publica-
tion of aggregate unmet need for the purposes of identifying gaps in service provision 
and the resources required to meet need, yet no report has been published since 2009; 

— 212 legal actions were taken against the Health Service Executive between 2018 
and 2020 in relation to overdue AON, amounting to €701,000 in legal costs for the State; 
and

— in October 2021, the Minister of State with responsibility for Disability advised 
the Oireachtas that the children’s disability teams were short 400 staff; 

further notes that:

— there are long waiting lists for access to occupational therapy, speech and lan-
guage therapy, and psychology services, including:

— 18,303 children on occupational therapy waiting lists;

— 9,532 children on psychology waiting lists; and

— 8,167 children on speech and language therapy waiting lists; and

— a survey conducted by AsIAm in June 2021, “Every Child Counts: A Report into 
Autistic Children’s Access to Healthcare in Ireland” found that 80 per cent of parents 
and guardians have had to wait a year or more to receive an autism diagnosis for their 
child, and 79 per cent said they were not in receipt of any support from either the Early 
Intervention or School Age-Going Teams; 

condemns the fact that:

— in many cases, parents are forced to pay privately for an AON and associated 
therapies and interventions for their children, in order to access the necessary supports 
and interventions; and

— the current situation represents a gross and unjustifiable inequity in healthcare and 
education provision, where children whose parents cannot afford to pay privately, take 
legal action or who live in areas with long waiting lists, are at a significant disadvantage 
in accessing the supports which they need and deserve; and
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calls on the Government to:

— cease using the SPO to skirt its responsibilities, under the Disability Act 2005, to 
children in need of support;

— provide appropriate, comprehensive, and clinically ethical AON in line with best 
practice as outlined by the professional associations representing occupational thera-
pists, speech and language therapists, and psychologists;

— ensure prompt access to a diagnosis where required to access specialist health or 
education services and further statutory entitlements;

— immediately inform the Dáil of the measures it intends to take to ensure that all 
children receive a comprehensive AON within the timeframe set down by the Disability 
Act 2005, and to ensure that these children have real access to the services which they 
need;

— publish a costed and timebound implementation strategy for the Disability Ser-
vices Capacity Review which includes targets to meet staffing needs;

— publish a cross-departmental strategic workforce development plan to train, re-
cruit and retain enough health and social care professionals;

— publish all waiting lists for AON, further multidisciplinary assessment following 
AON, the number of open cases per Children’s Disability Network Teams (CDNTs) and 
the number of children with and without an Individual Family Support Plan, as well as 
lists for access to services and interventions which are past their due date;

— establish CDNTs in full, including the establishment of governance arrangements 
with a family forum attached to each CDNT;

— recommence reporting of data and publication of reports pursuant to section 13 
of the Disability Act 2005, to provide an evidence base for future planning of service 
capacity for unmet need;

— immediately ratify the United Nations Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

— amend the Disability Act 2005, to provide for a multidisciplinary, needs-based 
approach to AON as recommended by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office in the Oc-
tober 2020 report entitled “Unmet Needs: A report on the challenges faced by children 
in Ireland who require an assessment of their needs”; and

— require the Disability Appeals Officer to apply for relevant enforcement orders 
where there are breaches of the Disability Act 2005, to avoid parents having to take 
lengthy court cases to vindicate the rights of their children�

- (Deputy Pauline Tully)

08/03/2022QQ00800Deputy Seán Crowe: The Government has all but abandoned its responsibilities for chil-
dren with disabilities�  It will not even publish how badly it is failing to meet the crisis�  It uses 
doublespeak to hide how badly it is doing.  It shuffles children around and puts them in different 
categories to make it look like progress is being made�  It is dishonest and deceptive�  The way 
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we are warehousing these children instead of investing in services and getting them the thera-
pies and assessments they need is immoral�

All the sleight of hand by the Government and HSE will not change the reality of 8,000 
children on speech and language waiting lists, 9,000 waiting on psychology and 18,000 waiting 
on occupational therapy�  We are failing these children and causing them long-term harm�  The 
Government must fulfil its obligations under the Disability Act and we cannot have families 
being forced into taking legal action so their children can get an assessment or access to care�  
We cannot deny vulnerable children their rights any longer�  Without an assessment or early 
intervention, the quality of life for a child with additional needs regresses�  There is no early 
intervention in this State, not when waiting lists for urgent interventions by school age teams 
take long months or even years�  

We are making the lives of families a misery by forcing them into legal action or to pay for 
costly private assessments, just to try to get their child on a waiting list for care�  What has been 
the Government’s response to assessment waiting lists?  It has slashed the time that a child gets 
in an assessment, when he or she finally gets that far.  All a child gets now is 90 minutes, when 
it used to be 29 hours.  We are short 400 key staff across the disability teams.  A Minister stood 
here in October and told us that not one child in my area of CHO 7 was waiting for an assess-
ment of need�  The HSE told me at Christmas, only a few months later, that 1,800 children had 
not even reached stage 1 of the process in CHO 7�  That is another example of the doublespeak 
from the Government�

08/03/2022RR00200Deputy Johnny Guirke: I thank my colleague, Deputy Tully, for bringing forward this 
motion on assessments of need for children with special educational requirements�  Back in 
October 2020, the Ombudsman for Children’s Office, OCO, published a report, Unmet Needs, 
which set out the challenges experienced by children with additional needs requiring assess-
ments�  The report highlighted the violations of the rights of children with additional needs and 
delays to assessments�  The HSE is obliged to commence a full assessment within three months 
of a child’s application and this must be completed within six months�  In most cases, this is not 
happening�

The length of time children are waiting has forced families to go down the private route and 
to pay for an assessment, as many fear their children are being left behind by this Government�  
For other families, the private route is not an option�  Why is it that the parents of children with 
additional needs must fight tooth and nail to get their children what they are entitled to?  They 
must fight for housing, school places, special needs assistants, SNAs, school transport, speech 
and language classes and carers allowance�  They must battle for any and all kinds of assistance�  
Yet the biggest fight they face is getting what they are entitled to from the State.  In the context 
of the Mind the Gap report, Dr� Niall Muldoon, the Ombudsman for Children, stated that: 

It is high time that children with [additional needs] and their families stop having to 
battle to overcome barriers�  Our laws and policies must serve all of our children and allow 
them all to access the best education possible�  It is our duty to empower them to be the best 
they can be and the structures must be there to support their development�  It is high time 
for the State to lead, not impede�

  In October 2021, the Minister of State told the Oireachtas that there were more than 400 
staff shortages in children’s disability services.  Is this going to be addressed?  This must be a 
priority for any Government.  Many parents are tired and exhausted from fighting the system to 
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get their children what should be a given in any kind of society�  We are not much of a society 
if we do not look after children with additional needs and parents�

08/03/2022RR00300Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I thank my colleague, Deputy Tully, for all the work she 
has put into this issue in her ongoing work with parents�  It is important and she has proved to 
be an important voice for children with disabilities and for their parents, and I thank her for 
that�  I do not doubt that the Minister of State wants to do something about this situation�  She 
knows about the waiting lists and about the parents, because if they are contacting me and my 
colleagues about these issues, they are also contacting the Minister of State�  I am also aware 
that she knows each and every case�  When parents look at their children and see that something 
is not quite right, perhaps because they are not behaving in the way their siblings might, they 
know something is wrong�  That is where the battle starts�  The parents battle and battle�

I listened to the Minister of State’s colleague who said that she wants suggestions and some 
solutions�  We need a new autism strategy and we need it urgently�  We also need a workforce 
planning strategy�  The Minister of State knows places do not exist to train speech and language 
therapists, psychologists and all the other disciplines we require across the board�  We need 
proper integration between third level institutions and the HSE, but it is not happening�

The Minister of State knows the craziness in this regard�  Let us take the example of a 
speech and language therapist who gets the wonderful news that she is pregnant and is going to 
go on maternity leave�  When do we recruit for that position?  We start the recruitment process 
when that speech and language therapist leaves her post and not on the day it was announced�  
It is the same situation when people hand in their notice�  Riddle me that situation�

08/03/2022RR00400Deputy Anne Rabbitte: They do not go on maternity leave in disability services�

08/03/2022RR00500Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: They do not cover maternity leave�  That is a disgrace in 
itself�  It is not equal in all areas either�  When people come from rural areas, like where I come 
from in Mayo, in CHO 2, things do not work together�  Somebody must be responsible in the 
system for making things happen and making things work together, but that is not being done�  
The Minister of State has responsibility for this portfolio and I want her to hold people account-
able in the HSE.  I will finish up because there is another speaker.

08/03/2022RR00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Perhaps Deputy Conway-Walsh is being given the slot be-
cause it is International Women’s Day�

08/03/2022RR00700Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: Millions and millions of euro are being spent here, but that 
is no good to the children and parents waiting tonight�

08/03/2022RR00800Deputy Pa Daly: I thank Deputy Tully for all the work she has done on this issue and for 
taking the time to help some of my constituents and to talk to them on the phone�  This is a situ-
ation where many parents have come to me when they have not dealt with the system before�  
Even people who are able to afford private care are shocked by the lack of any services avail-
able�  These parents struggle to get assessments and have to go private�  They are on waiting 
lists�  One of the people they were dealing with, a speech and language therapist, told them that 
the recommended caseload was 25, while the actual caseload to be dealt with was 400�  There 
must be workforce planning in this regard because the stress this situation has placed on parents 
of children has led to marriages breaking up and to making a difficult situation even worse.  A 
structure must be put in place to make this system as effective as possible for the children.  Early 
intervention can make the difference between a full life and a significantly diminished one.
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We have spoken before about the issues that affect children with special educational needs 
and this situation is getting more grotesque�  The courts are getting more crowded with cases 
that have been taken by desperate parents�  Mr� Justice Meenan recently questioned whether 
such cases were the best use of the resources of the justice system, given how many are settled, 
which is practically all of them, and costs awarded�  While constrained by the separation of 
powers, the judge has a point�  Cases may be settled, but the proverbial situation is one where 
no cases would have needed to have been taken at all if there had been proper provision of 
services instead�  

That would avoid situations like the one we saw recently in Kerry�  As part of the scandal 
there concerning the child and adolescent mental health services, CAMHS, children who needed 
special educational supports were left waiting�  They were sometimes prescribed antipsychotic 
medication when they were suffering from social anxiety and issues like that.  That harmed 
those children and compounded the developmental issues they were experiencing�  Permanent 
damage was sometimes caused to them, cutting off what could have been a fruitful develop-
mental arc if they had received the proper supports�  In cutting corners and pinching pennies, 
the Government has created hostages to fortune�  It is, however, the lives of these children we 
are dealing with�  Urgent action in line with the steps outlined in our motion is required�

08/03/2022RR00900Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: I thank Deputy Tully for the work she has put into this mo-
tion�  In my work, several things strike me when I meet the parents of children with additional 
needs�  I refer to the exhaustion and the frustration, as well as the challenge of dealing with a 
diagnosis that can be quite difficult.  It is a learning process.  Parents can be dealing with a di-
agnosis they did not know anything about and which they must endeavour to understand better�  
They must try to understand the terminology involved and then empower their wider family�  
Then, they must be at least a part-time campaigner, if not a full-time one, to wage war against 
the State�  That is what is so disappointing about this situation�  Parents live their lives as citi-
zens of this republic and do everything they feel is right�  They pay their taxes, obey the law and 
live a good life, but all of a sudden they have a child in their care who they love deeply and they 
can see the State is coming up short�  That leads to a major level of resentment within a family 
and it can feel as if nobody is really speaking, caring, advocating for their child or empowering 
their child�  It leads to incredible issues within the family unit�

I have come across families who are absolutely exasperated and exhausted�  It feels as if 
wherever we turn in Irish society, other people are stepping up�  The average GAA club takes 
on all-star sections to encourage children with additional needs to play Gaelic games�  I know 
of initiatives to make towns and village centres around the country autism-friendly and we are 
trying to encourage that in Raheny and Donaghmede in my constituency�  There seems to be 
an awareness and understanding among lobby groups of the need to listen better to organisa-
tions like AsIAm, Inclusion Ireland and others�  There seems to be a uniformity of approach to 
empower, understand and listen to families and the likes of the Ombudsman for Children, who 
spoke today�

The one area where we feel there is a lack of evidence of stepping up, unfortunately, is with 
the State�  The Ombudsman for Children remarked today about the fact that more than 34,000 
children are waiting over a year for community health services, which is a stunning statistic�  
When I meet people who work in the HSE, they speak of the retention and recruitment issue, 
which has been referenced in the Minister of State’s remarks�  However, the Labour Party 
made suggestions last April in a Private Members’ motion that was, again, accepted by the 
Government�  It advocated that the State should bring forward a national autism strategy�  The 
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Government is not opposing this evening’s motion and it did not oppose our motion last year�  
Unfortunately, the action is lacking�  I can go to services in my constituency, such as ABACAS 
school in Kilbarrack, where I can see the conditions that children are expected to learn under�  
When I meet the parents, they feel that once again, for whatever reason, their children are not 
at the top of the political priority list�

I understand the Minister of State saying this is not a resources issue and there are other 
factors�  This is not a new problem and it has been evident for a number of years�  Parents have 
been trying to access school places in my constituency�  When they do so, they are handed a 
list of schools by the special educational needs organiser, SENO, with the State again stepping 
away from the responsibility to find a school place.  A parent has to go to school after school, 
even 17 schools in one case, to try to find a school place for a child.  A school place in Drogheda 
was suggested for a child despite the child living in Donaghmede�  There is an absolutely unbe-
lievable type of expectation on parents who again are coming to terms with a diagnosis, termi-
nology and challenges within the family that are absolutely exhausting them�

I believe we can agree that we should have a vision of a republic where any child with a 
diagnosis, a need or a challenge would have the State enveloping the child with such compas-
sion and the family with such empowerment that the family would feel proud to live in this 
country�  They should be able to say to anybody they know in another country that when they 
got the diagnosis, despite it being challenging, there was an immediate assessment of need and 
interventions�  They should be able to say the school was absolutely resourced to accept the 
child and build his or her education�  They should be able to say the community in which they 
live knew exactly how to interact with the child and family�  They should be able to celebrate 
eventually because they are enabled to learn so much from the child�  That could be the vision 
that we could achieve collectively�  What happens, however, is that a family gets a diagnosis 
and it is a devastating moment in life because they know the State will not help�  It is not a 
small decision for a family to end up in court and many of these families have never stood in 
a courtroom before�  It is not something that comes naturally to them�  How depressing must it 
be to walk into a courtroom and see the symbol of the country over the judge’s head and know 
this republic is letting you down?

Last April we put forward a motion on a national autism strategy and we were trying to 
bring all the different elements of government into one movement and make things better.  This 
was so families could feel as if they could point to a strategy�  Again, this is a political point�  
When we have arguments over tax and spend in this Chamber, the Ministers of the Government 
justify tax cuts to the tune of €500 million�  I always think of these families when that happens�  
The Minister of State may say it is not about resources or funding but it comes down to that at 
some level�

This is not a new problem or something that has just arrived today�  I have been dealing 
with it for at least three years�  I want the Minister of State to consider again a national autism 
strategy and make a commitment that we can drive down these numbers�  We must be able to 
say to the families of this country that they do not need to be exhausted or work as campaign-
ers because this State will absolutely support and empower them�  I spoke about the ABACAS 
school in Kilbarrack, and nobody in the Government should feel the conditions there are ac-
ceptable�  The Ombudsman for Children, the Opposition, lobby groups and others are stepping 
up�  I have mentioned GAA clubs and community initiatives�  They all see across society the 
value in understanding and empowering�  It is deeply frustrating when the State does not appear 
to understand it too�
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08/03/2022SS00200Deputy Holly Cairns: I thank Deputy Tully and Sinn Féin for raising this very important 
matter�  The considerable waiting lists for assessment of need and the therapeutic interventions 
they should lead to form one of the primary barriers faced by children with disabilities and their 
families�  The Ombudsman for Children highlighted this disgraceful position in his 2020 report, 
Unmet Needs, and I will quote from it�  It states:

We have received many complaints from distraught parents whose children have been 
on a waiting list for years to access an assessment of need for their child�  Many have found 
that once their child is assessed, they struggle to get any or all of the services recommended 
to help their child talk, move, learn and grow�

We are all aware of this and I know all Members are contacted about this issue weekly�  It 
is a continual topic at the disability matters committee�  Our health services are failing children 
and young people�  Not only is this position a breach of their rights but it will have a lasting 
impact on their capacities across their lives.  The earlier an intervention, the more effective it is 
and the better it is for the individual and society�

The waiting lists for assessment of needs should be of utmost concern to every Member of 
the Dáil.  Assessment of needs is supposed to be the first step in a process providing children 
with a range of therapeutic and educational supports that they need to live as independently as 
possible.  It is a foundational intervention that has incredibly beneficial impacts on children 
and young people�  A proper wrap-around system of health supports to assist the development 
of children is one of the most powerful and empowering interventions that we as a society can 
offer.  However, if the first step does not happen, if it is delayed or it is not performed fully, 
children and the families concerned will have already been failed.  It has knock-on effects.

8 o’clock

Delays of months for young children can have profound impacts�  Parents know this�  They 
are incredibly worried and stressed.  Those who can afford to do so go privately for providers of 
assessments and therapies.  I use the phrase “those who can afford to” cautiously.  These are not 
necessarily wealthy families�  They are ordinary people who can manage to save enough money 
through hard work, sacrifice and borrowing to access services the State should be providing.  
Then of course there are the families who cannot afford it no matter how much they save or bor-
row�  There are families from migrant backgrounds or in direct provision who cannot navigate 
the systems nor afford them.  There are whole groups of children who are being left behind by 
successive Governments�  No one wants this situation�  We all know it is disgraceful, yet it is a 
daily reality for many families across the country�

  A worrying aspect of the situation as noted in the motion is the technicalities being used 
to work around the requirements to provide full and proper assessment of needs�  The duration 
and content of these assessments should be clinically defined by best international practice.  We 
know that before the introduction of the standard operating procedure, the assessment process 
took an average of 29 clinical hours to complete�  Now it is nowhere near that�  A child would 
be lucky to get even a fraction of that in therapeutic hours in west Cork, not to mind an as-
sessment of that calibre�  It would seem that the administrative targets are being given priority 
here�  Children’s assessments and treatments should only be decided on the basis of best clinical 
practice�  Unfortunately this situation sums up reality for so many children and adults with dis-
abilities in Ireland�  Disability rights are in name only�  The rights to healthcare and education 
are being failed daily�
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  I am in contact with numerous families in Cork South-West and beyond who have to fight 
to get access to therapies and learning support�  Families have to travel hours to get occupa-
tional therapy or speech and language therapy appointments�  They have to wait around for can-
cellations of those appointments even, and fund-raise for special needs assistants�  They have to 
rely on community supports and donations to get suitable vehicles�  Despite Ireland eventually 
having ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, there is a massive 
gap between the law and the lived reality of individuals and their families�

  The motion calls for immediate ratification of the optional protocol to the convention.  I 
have been pushing for this repeatedly at the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Disability Matters 
and in this House�  The protocol is an essential mechanism to hold the State and State bodies 
to account in the provision of services�  The consistent and persistent failure to realise the UN 
convention points to the glaring need for the protocol�  Sinéad Gibney, the chief commissioner 
in the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, stated:

‘Optional Protocol’ is a technical term that unfortunately does a disservice to its meaning 
and significance, and which masks the urgent need for action for people with disabilities and 
our society�  The Protocol is about empowering people with disabilities�

While the language is technical and it can seem divorced from everyday life, this is an in-
credibly important thing to help strengthen the rights of people with disabilities�  Far from being 
optional, it is a vital measure relating to implementing the convention�  It provides more local 
remedies and removes discriminatory laws and practices�  

  At the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Disability Matters, experts including the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Disabilities and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission have clearly 
said that the optional protocol can be ratified immediately.  It is a political decision.  The Gov-
ernment can ratify it tomorrow if it chooses�  Currently it seems there is an institutional aver-
sion to the protocol as a tool to hold the State to account�  It took over ten years for us to ratify 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities�  Individuals, communities and 
advocacy organisations are deeply concerned that ratification of the protocol is also years away.

  Ireland is supposed to have a social model of disability, an approach which recognises how 
individuals are disabled by society, for example, by barriers put in place such as inaccessible 
buildings, needlessly complicated forms and a lack of Irish Sign Language services�  However, 
the State still seems to have a medicalised model of disability that defines these areas in terms of 
physiology.  The primary medical certificate is a prominent example of this.  The use of medical 
certificates and stringent criteria is not only antiquated, it is actively obstructing the indepen-
dence and rights of disabled people�  We need a system that is less concerned with exact medical 
and physiological issues and more with the individuals and how they can be empowered to live 
as independent a life as possible�  We all know of cases where families have to fund-raise for 
adapted cars and vans for young children with disabilities�  The State is failing these children 
and adults who are just looking for a fair shot at being able to get an adapted vehicle�  Until the 
cultural understanding of disability is changed within all Departments and State bodies, these 
barriers will remain.  Disabled people will still be failed and we will still have to fight for basic 
services�

  Before Christmas, the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Disability Matters heard from a 
family who had moved from Australia to Ireland�  In Australia, their child received two hours 
of occupational therapy, one hour of physiotherapy, one hour of speech and language therapy 
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and one hour of vision therapy every week with an extra intensive therapy period every three 
months�  The family moved to Galway�  Their daughter received considerably less but still got 
early intervention including regular physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, occupational therapy, speech 
and language therapy and even family respite�  The family then moved to Cork and the level of 
service plummeted�  Like many other families they have had to pay privately for physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, speech and language therapy and for carers because none of those ser-
vices were available publicly in Cork.  Not only is Ireland providing significantly less support 
to children than other countries; there is a massive variation in services within Ireland�  It is 
literally a postcode lottery�  This is a terrifying reality for families in Ireland�  The motion out-
lines vital actions to realise the rights of children and provide them with the care they need�  It 
is essential that this motion is passed and, crucially, acted on by Government�  

  I have 50 seconds left�  One of the issues I raised last week with the Minister for Educa-
tion, the Minister of State with responsibility for special education, the Taoiseach, the National 
Council for Special Education, NCSE, and so on was in respect of our early intervention classes�  
It was flagged that the NCSE had told a school in Cork South-West that its early intervention 
class was to close, that this was the national policy and that the classes would be phased out in 
favour of the access and inclusion model�  When I raised it with the NCSE it was very evasive 
and that made me more worried�  When I raised it with the Minister for Education she did not 
answer the question�  When I raised it with the Taoiseach who, to be fair, cannot know every 
single thing that is going on in every Department, he seemed sure that would not happen�  When 
I raised it with the Minister of State with responsibility for special education at the committee, 
she said it would not happen�

  Based on all the previous things before that, I want to flag it again with the Minister of 
State, Deputy Rabbitte�  The access and inclusion model is not suitable for many children who 
go into our early intervention classes�  We obviously need more of them based on the waiting 
lists�  One of the things the NCSE and all those Ministers were saying was that it was a matter 
of providing them where they are needed but in that case it was needed.  There were staff in 
place, students enrolled and a waiting list but they were taking it away�  That decision has been 
reversed which is welcome.  I want to flag it with the Minster of State to ensure it cannot hap-
pen anywhere else�

08/03/2022TT00200Deputy Bríd Smith: I am sharing time with the Deputies beside me�

08/03/2022TT00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): Four and a half minutes for you----

08/03/2022TT00400Deputy Bríd Smith: No, you do not tell me how many minutes�  You threw me the other 
day when you did that�  I will be in control of my time�

08/03/2022TT00500Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): Very well�

08/03/2022TT00600Deputy Bríd Smith: Sorry about that, Chair�  I do want to welcome the motion and the issue 
Sinn Féin is highlighting�  One of the main demands, that we should scrap the standard operat-
ing procedures, is one we would like to echo.  This is a con job designed to massage the figures 
and give the impression that something is being done about the scandal that is the assessment of 
needs and how the State treats its most vulnerable�  Since I came into the Dáil in 2016, I and my 
colleagues here have had countless constituents coming to us in exasperation and despair about 
trying to get their children the care and supports they need.  The first obstacle in a long list is the 
assessment of needs process�  Those who are forewarned can simply go private or, most often, 
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struggle to do so�  Those who cannot go private will languish on waiting lists�  When we have 
submitted parliamentary questions on this issue, we have received astonishing replies from the 
HSE�  Dates were set at a year or 18 months into the future for an assessment�

Then there was the whizz some genius decided on, namely, the standard operating proce-
dure, to give the appearance that something is being done when, in fact, it is only an added 
process and obstacle - in effect, a queue to get into a queue.  We know the consequences and 
trauma caused by this and have done so for many years.  We know there have been serious staff 
shortages for years�

  When we asked for the data on the number of children in each CHO and the time they were 
waiting to access the services identified in the assessment of needs, the HSE said it does not 
compile that information�  This is extraordinary�  All the statistics and all the supposed progress 
is about identifying the needs children have, not meeting those needs or supplying the services�  
The explanation given in the responses to parliamentary questions for the rationale behind the 
standard operation procedure needs to be challenged�  The claim is that it is for consistency 
and that assessment officers and clinicians were “erring on the side of requesting a wide range 
of assessments in as short a timeframe as possible” because they were under pressure from the 
legislation�

  It is worth comparing that bureaucratic answer with the experiences of a friend of mine�  
Lynda is from Tallaght and has a son called Sé who is nine and has Down’s syndrome�  In an 
interview with The Irish Times last year, she explained that he has had sporadic supports over 
the years�  She said:

[Sé] was referred for an autism assessment three years ago - it hasn’t even been acknowl-
edged�  There is maybe one occupational therapy session per year�  No speech and language 
for the first few years and then a block of six hours before he’s signed off the system.  When 
I started fighting for services after Sé was born, I was told I have unresolved childhood is-
sues�  Instead of working together, it’s about blame�  We’ve spent all our savings on private 
therapies and we’re in a precarious position now�

In the same article, Dr� Irwin Gill says of the current process:

It’s not a meaningful assessment; it does not help children and merely moves them to 
another waiting list for a more useful assessment, for which there is no statutory time limit 
and therefore no legal recourse�  The prevailing opinion is that this is a cynical attempt by 
the HSE to protect itself rather than act in the interests of children�

Clinicians on the ground reiterated this, with one of them saying they “feel disheartened and 
many feel they cannot stay in the HSE if this is the future”�  Another clinician said:

It’s against all our ethical practices�  We cannot assess in 90 minutes as to whether or not 
a child has a disability, but if we say they don’t, they won’t get services�  So most of us will 
probably recommend further assessment and say we suspect a disability�  I feel despondent�

  One of the serious questions that arises is why this crisis has been allowed to grow�  Despite 
all the rhetoric from the Minister for Health and his predecessors, the HSE has overseen cata-
strophic failures to provide the services needed by our children�  The assessment of needs issue 
shows again the deep crisis in our national health service in general and the attempt to suggest 
that somehow these issues are complex and inexplicable�  In fact, the roots of the problems are 
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the multiple crises in the health system stemming from the fact we have supported and main-
tained a two-tier health system for years - a crisis-ridden public system and an ever-increasing 
and largely profitable private system.  This is the reason the private system is being grown.  
There is a vested interest in private healthcare precisely because we have a dysfunctional public 
healthcare system�  There is a dysfunctional public healthcare system in order to promote the 
private system�  They are two sides of the same coin and any attempt to deal with one without 
the other does not understand this issue and the attempt will flounder.  We need a one-tier na-
tional public health system that understands that when we force nurses or public health doctors 
out on strike or drive them out of the service or the country because the conditions are so bad, 
we are deliberately undermining the provision of public health and facilitating the increased 
need for private, for-profit healthcare.

08/03/2022UU00200Deputy Paul Murphy: I thank Sinn Féin for bringing forward this motion�  It is striking the 
length to which the State has gone to try to cover up the reality of the extremely long waiting 
lists for children who have special needs�  It is ingenious of the State to try to do so�  This stands 
in contrast with the absence of similar ingenuity matched with resources to provide children 
with the care they need.  If a little of the effort that went into covering this problem up went 
in, matched with resources, to providing the services, therapy and so on that children need, we 
would be in a much better place than we currently are�  As everybody here knows, the scandal 
is that we have families who should be able to focus on their children instead having to focus 
on fighting for things that should be a basic right.  They have to take court cases against the 
State and contact Deputies and Ministers to try to get something for their children�  For those 
who can afford it, and the point was well made earlier that often they can barely afford it, they 
are told to go private�

I spoke to a woman, Kate, earlier today, whose son, Connor, has verbal or oral dyspraxia�  
Today, finally, he got a public assessment of needs, after waiting eight months, but it will be 12 
months before he begins to get the therapy he needs�  He will get it once a week for six to eight 
weeks and then it will stop for a period of months, after which he will get it again and it will 
stop, and so on�  It will be done in blocks, whereas all the best international expert evidence says 
it needs to be done regularly and continuously and there must be early intervention�  People like 
Kate and Connor should not be failed by the State in this way�

08/03/2022UU00300Deputy Mick Barry: The motion states that the Government must “immediately inform 
the Dáil of the measures it intends to take to ensure that all children receive a comprehensive 
[assessment of needs] within the timeframe set down by the Disability Act 2005”�  The Min-
ister of State says the Government will support the motion and is sitting there nodding at all 
the criticisms people are raising.  This is really cynical stuff.  Is she going to inform the Dáil 
immediately of the measures the Government intends to take to ensure that all children receive 
a comprehensive assessment of needs within the timeframe set down in the 2005 Act, or will 
she do what the Government has done with similar motions last week, the week before and the 
week before that, which is to vote for them and then keep on doing the same thing?  People will 
be watching closely in that regard�

As the motion points out, a survey conducted by AsIAm in June last year, Every Child 
Counts: A Report into Autistic Children’s Access to Healthcare in Ireland, found that “80 per 
cent of parents and guardians have had to wait a year or more to receive an autism diagnosis for 
their child, and 79 per cent said they were not in receipt of any support from either the Early 
Intervention or School Age-Going Teams”�  Examples have been given of how parents who 
cannot afford it have had to borrow money to seek private treatment.  People who are not in a 
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position to do so have had to go on the desperately long waiting lists and watch their children 
having to wait and fall behind�  Even when a child is diagnosed, multiple obstacles remain, such 
as a shortage of clinicians, including occupational therapists, and teachers being asked to cope 
with insufficient training.  All of this is extraordinarily stressful for parents.

In Kilbrittain, there was a successful campaign by parents and teachers to stop the closure 
of an early intervention preschool�  The NCSE was forced to back down by the campaign but 
has refused to clarify whether closure of such preschools is now part of its policy, which would 
amount to cost-cutting under the cloak of the access and inclusion model�  Will the Minister of 
State clarify the position in this regard and rule out such a policy?  If she is voting for this mo-
tion, she needs to act, as she will be called on to do�

08/03/2022UU00400Deputy Seán Canney: I thank Deputy Tully for bringing forward this important motion�  
As members of the Joint Committee on Disability Matters, she and I have heard at first hand 
the experiences of witnesses who have come in over the past two years, including parents of 
children who gave harrowing accounts of what they have to endure when they discover their 
child has a disability or special needs�  As a Deputy representing Galway East, I have had many 
parents in contact with me over the past six years, or since I was first honoured to be elected to 
the Dáil, to relate the same experience�

Parents first need time to adjust to the fact that their child might have a disability or spe-
cial need�  It is a traumatic experience no matter what else happens�  The next stage is parents’ 
realisation, as they get involved in the whole process, that they must fight tooth and nail for 
everything their child gets.  They have to fill out forms repeatedly and prove time and again that 
their child has a special need�  They try to get the services their child needs and deserves�  The 
initial assessment, assessment of need and pathway going forward are all in a fog�  The parents 
do not know where they are going�  They cannot see where they are going, and no caseworker 
is available to them to bring them through the process and engage on an ongoing basis�  The 
problem I hear in my office is that families may be waiting for six, eight or 12 months without 
getting a phone call or email back�  They may be waiting for an assessment or therapy, and it is 
all so stressful�

With regard to the disability network teams that were set up, I still hear they are in the pro-
cess of being reconfigured and all this kind of thing.  It is not good when you hear this.  It is as 
if the whole plan has been changed�  All of a sudden, people must learn how to deal with one 
another within the services�  It is important that every parent would have a caseworker to deal 
with their child from A to Z and bring them through the process�  These are not very technical 
matters.  It is about communicating in the first instance.  Second, it is about giving feedback 
and guidance to parents�   

The biggest problem we have, which the Minister of State knows well, is that we do not 
have enough consultants, assessors and therapists in the various fields of care in which they are 
needed�  Throwing money at it will not work�  We need to start training people and encouraging 
more people to come back home to take up the positions�

There are many children with complex needs�  They need more help, guidance and advice�  
Sometimes we set up systems that deal with everybody in the same way�  Children’s special 
needs do not all manifest in the same way, nor can their needs be assessed in the same way�  We 
are talking about individuals�  They are our citizens and we need to treat them equally�
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As we all know and have heard, early intervention is essential�  However, if you have to wait 
for six, eight or nine months to get an assessment, that is not early intervention; rather, it is the 
cause of six, eight or nine months of hardship and mental anguish for parents�  They must look 
at their child waiting to get a service they are not getting�

Every parent prays for their child to get the best of everything they deserve�  Parents with 
a child with a disability, more than anyone else, want to ensure that child gets the best services 
and what he or she needs in terms of therapy, guidance and all that goes with that�

The biggest fear of parents is what will happen to their child when they pass away�  They 
start worrying about it the day the child is born�  They feel that if the child does not get the early 
intervention and services, he or she will be worse off when they pass away.  They have a duty, 
but, as a State, we have a duty also�  Regardless of what talking we do, we must act immediately 
to help the children�

08/03/2022VV00200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: It is shocking to say that in 2022 Ireland is still not a place of 
equality for people with disabilities�  There is an ocean of window dressing in this State when 
it comes to inclusivity but the truth is that hundreds of thousands of citizens are excluded from 
life in this country daily�  Given the assessment waiting lists, lack of access to services and 
transport, and young people trapped in nursing homes, Ireland is a cold house for people with 
disabilities�  I believe the Government is failing in its obligations towards people in this country�

In recent weeks, the inequality in access to public and private transport has been exposed 
and the abandonment of children with Down’s syndrome by the HSE has been detailed exten-
sively�  The mere 4,000 children on the waiting list for an assessment of needs has been indi-
cated as well�  I raised just last week the case of Caoimhe McNamee, a woman in her 40s with a 
disability who has been trapped in a nursing home since long before Christmas and who simply 
cannot get a home care package that would allow her to get out�  I raised this with Minister of 
State, Deputy Rabbitte in addition to Minister of State, Deputy Butler�  I hope a solution can be 
achieved in this case�

Disability rights is a key objective of Aontú�  My party colleague, Cavan councillor Sarah 
O’Reilly, has been highlighting the crisis of waiting lists for an autism assessment locally and 
nationally�  The current waiting time for an autism assessment is two to three years�  Therefore, 
if you have a child of three in need of an assessment for autism, you must wait for another three 
years for a diagnosis�  This immediately puts your family at a disadvantage�  A six-year-old 
child is on the back foot in looking for a school enrolment and the services that come with it�  
Many families, by the time their child is assessed, miss the boat for enrolling him or her in an 
ASD unit.  Places in these schools are at a premium.  Places are limited and fill up fast.  Many 
families have to go down the route of private assessment for a child under the age of three, at a 
cost of €1,500�  For a child over three, the cost is €950�  It is safe to say that parents who can af-
ford the private assessment have access to services sooner and therefore obtain better outcomes 
for their children�  It shows there is a two-tier system in the country when it comes to children 
with disabilities�

In my county, County Meath, there are several schools with classes for children with autism, 
yet such classes do not exist in secondary school.  Therefore, affected children have to go be-
yond the town of Trim to gain access to a school.  I know of twins who were affected.  One of 
them, who has autism, had to travel to a different town while his brother could go to the closest 
town, Trim�
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My party colleague in Louth, Mr. Michael O’Dowd, raised the damning figures in the recent 
Down Syndrome Ireland, DSI, report on access to therapy services�  Some 65% of those sur-
veyed by DSI have received no speech and language therapy sessions in the past year�  Forty-
four percent have received no therapy of any kind in the past year�  Parents have responded that 
no therapy sessions were received in over three years�  Forty percent said they had received no 
communication of any kind from the HSE in the past 12 months�  Nearly 25% of children with 
Down’s syndrome under the age of five had received no therapy services.  Of young children, 
only 49% had been to a speech and language therapist, while merely 22% had access to an oc-
cupational therapist�  Upon entering school, 54% of children had not received any therapies in 
the preceding year, and 39% had never received therapies at all�  This is abandonment�  This is 
leaving children and young people with Down’s syndrome behind in the State�

I spoke to a party colleague in Cork, Ms Joanne Murphy, a mother of a child with autism�  
She raised with me the tragic plight of people with disabilities in Ukraine�  There are 2�7 million 
people with disabilities currently residing in that country, and there is genuine fear that many of 
them will simply be left behind at the mercy of Putin’s army�  War has already had a devastating 
effect on these people in the form of post-traumatic stress disorder, physical and psychological 
injuries and the complete destruction of their lives as they know them�  We have a responsibility 
in this State to reach out as best we can to people with disabilities who are in major difficulty in 
Ukraine and to make sure we offer them shelter and protection.

08/03/2022WW00100Deputy Michael Collins: No parent child expects their child to have a disability�  In many 
cases, it is the parents who first notice that their baby may not be reaching its developmental 
milestones.  The parents may notice that their baby appears different in some way to its peers.  
When this undefined worry becomes a reality, it is reasonable for any parent to expect that he or 
she will be able to access services which will enable him or her to make the right decision about 
the care, education and health of his or her child�  However, recently in Ireland, this has not 
been the case.  My constituency office has received many complaints from distraught schools 
and parents whose children have been on a waiting list for years to access an assessment of 
need�  Many parents have found that once their child is assessed, they struggle to get any or all 
of the services recommended to help their child talk, move, learn and grow�  This means that 
children’s rights are not being respected in the disability sector in Ireland�  Every child with a 
disability in Ireland has the right, under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, UN-
CRC, to the highest level of healthcare and education so as to fulfil their potential as human 
beings.  What is this Fianna Fáil-Fine Gael Government up to?  I was the first to raise the issue 
of the crisis of the Kilbrittain National School early intervention unit here in the Dáil about a 
month ago, and the suspension of funding for this great service from September 2022 onwards�  
I fundraised for the unit a number of years ago for the people of Kilbrittain and its surrounds�  
Following pressure mounted by me, the Government has reversed its decision and has granted 
funding for another 12 months from September 2022�  However, I am not at all happy on behalf 
of the people of Kilbrittain, Timoleague, Barryroe, Ballinspittle and Ballinadee, who use the 
service in Kilbrittain�  They deserve to have their children know that this excellently-run early 
intervention unit will be open for many years to come.  It is a challenge on which I will fight this 
Government every inch of the way in the months ahead for the people who use the Kilbrittain 
early intervention unit�

I was asked to put up an advertisement on my Facebook page in support of Ballydehob 
National School fundraising next week for a SNA�  In the name of God, is this what parents, 
schools and communities have been reduced to, namely, fundraising for SNAs in their schools?  
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It is breathtaking, to say the least, that this Government can come down so hard on ordinary 
hard-working people, especially children with disabilities�  In the ten seconds I have left I will 
say that I am aware that the Minister of State met some people in relation to an autism centre 
in Dunmanway some months ago�  We will be pushing very hard to see if funding can also be 
obtained for that autism centre�

08/03/2022WW00200Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: We must be very clear about this issue�  In a recent statement, 
the Ombudsman for Children said that the assessment of needs delays are not a Covid prob-
lem�  This has been an issue for many years�  The HSE needs to explain why these measures do 
not appear to be working�  The Minister of State must provide clarity as to exactly how many 
children are waiting for their needs to be assessed�  We need to know the average waiting time 
and what areas of the country are most impacted�  I can tell the Minister of State that in County 
Kerry, today was a typical day.  I just happened to check before I left the office, and since dinner 
time, I have had three inquiries from people in County Kerry - not outside of it - telling me that 
their children are waiting to have their needs and level of disability assessed�  They are awaiting 
a decision on the roadmap for their future�  While they are waiting, they are not able to avail of 
whatever services they need�  The assessment must be carried out in a timely fashion�  All we 
want for what I would call special children is that they are allowed to develop and grow into the 
best human beings they can be�  With the nurturing and the care of their parents, their families 
and their extended families, they will do brilliantly�  Each and every one of them will be terribly 
important people in our society and for their families�  They are wanted and loved�  We want 
them to get the best out of life�  It is up to each and every one of us�  It is up to us as politicians�  
We would be useless if we did not come in here and tackle the Minister of State, tell her that it 
is her responsibility and ask her what she is going to do to ensure that parents will be able to 
have their little boy or girl to assessed in a timely and affordable fashion.  Parents are told to 
go down the private route�  Of course, parents would give anything for their child�  They would 
give their last euro to do something for their child�  However, in many cases it is not practical 
or feasible for them to do so�  All we are asking of the Minister of State - and we are not asking, 
we are begging - is that she help these parents and children to be the best people that they can 
be in the future�

08/03/2022WW00300Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: Despite repeated calls from the Ombudsman for Children, 
children with special education requirements are not having a special assessment of needs done, 
which is their right under the UNCRC�  There were 5,060 applications for assessments of need 
in 2018�  The Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, acknowledged that there were 4,000 appli-
cants in December 2021�  None of the timelines are met for any of those children�  In 2018, the 
percentage of assessments completed on time was only 8�8%�  We should note that the system is 
only diagnosis-led and not needs-based�  I am very concerned that a change to the new standard 
operating procedure has left parents with nothing�  An assessment is now being done that only 
acknowledges that the child has specific needs.  In truth, this one and a half hour assessment 
gives nothing to parents except another waiting list�  It seems that the assessment is used only 
to meet the legal obligations of the HSE.  All service statements vary, making it very difficult to 
get real answers and numbers�  Again, I ask the HSE what is happening�  Where is the account-
ability?  Where is the service agreement?  There is a child behind each of these statistics�  More-
over, this is only to get the assessment done.  What happens when a child’s needs are identified 
following the assessment?  Parents then join a struggle to get any of the services recommended�

The Ombudsman for Children has said that this is not a Covid problem but is an issue that 
has been going on for years.  During the pandemic, I opened my office to St. Gabriel’s.  When 
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the structures were changed in counties Limerick and Cork, County Limerick was left without 
any places in St. Gabriel’s.  I opened my office, cleaned it out and left it open for use.  Thankful-
ly, since then, St� Gabriel’s has got funding to open another sector, which will be open shortly�  
I thank the Government for that�  However, the HSE must be accountable�

08/03/2022WW00400Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: First, I thank Deputy Tully and Sinn Féin for bringing forward 
this very worthwhile motion�  I thank Deputy Tully for all the work she has put into it�  I am 
grateful to have the opportunity to speak again on this very important subject�  For all those 
parents who learn that there is something wrong with their child or baby, it can be very chal-
lenging, daunting and demanding�  Those parents would do anything to help their child and pay 
any kind of money�  However, sadly, whether the therapy is to be had privately or publically, it 
is always challenging for parents to access the services that are necessary for their children�  It is 
time that we had some assessment or medical report to determine the cause of so many children 
presenting with the diagnoses of autism, dyslexia or dyspraxia�  There seems to be an awful 
amount of them.  In my office on a daily basis, it is one of the problems that parents are rais-
ing most consistently in relation to their children�  Come August or autumn, when the special 
needs teachers are being assigned to schools, not enough of them are assigned�  Parents learn 
that their child is not going to get the level of attention that they require�  I am sorry to see the 
Minister of State shaking her head, because it is God’s gospel truth�  First of all, early diagnosis 
is most important for these children�  They need a lot of personal attention in their formative 
years�  Intervention is vital in ensuring that a child develops to the best that he or she can be�  
It is vital to bring out the very best in such children�  All parents want this for their children�  I 
believe that they are entitled to it�   Their children are our future and we need to invest in them�  
We need to invest more in special needs children�  The Minister of State, Deputy Rabbitte, who 
is present, is a woman, as is the Minister of State, Deputy Butler�  I think they can and should 
do more for special needs teachers and the sector�  They should provide far more such teachers 
in classrooms because they are vital for so many children�

I am concerned at the level of children who are presenting with autism�  We need to do more 
assessment or find out what is going wrong.  There are many scientists, doctors and what have 
you out there and they should be able to determine that there is something causing this�

08/03/2022XX00200Deputy Thomas Pringle: I fully support the motion and its call to remove the barriers 
that are currently in place and preventing many children from getting an adequate and timely 
assessments of need�   Early intervention is essential in appropriately meeting the educational 
and health needs of children with disabilities, yet there are more than 18,000 children on oc-
cupational therapy waiting lists alone�  This is not acceptable�  It is of utmost importance that 
the long waiting lists are addressed as soon as possible�  It is completely disingenuous for the 
Government to claim these waiting lists have been addressed when that is simply not the case�  
The short preliminary assessment that was introduced does absolutely nothing to address the 
issue of waiting lists; it merely moves children onto another waiting list, for further assessment, 
with no obligation on the HSE to address their assessment within a specific timeframe.  The 
introduction of the standard operating procedure has done nothing but further frustrate families, 
causing them more distress�  It has actually inadvertently lengthened already long waiting lists�

This has been an issue in County Donegal for some time�  Last year, I contacted the Min-
ister for Education, Deputy Foley, the Minister of State with responsibility for special needs 
and inclusion, Deputy Madigan, and the Minister of State with responsibly for people with dis-
abilities, Deputy Rabbitte, on behalf of concerned constituents of mine�  I outlined my concerns 
regarding the proposed changes to the assessments of need system and my worry that, under the 
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changes, children would not receive the opportunity to be assessed according to best practice�  
I outlined how the Association of Occupational Therapists of Ireland, the Irish Association of 
Speech and Language Therapists and the Psychological Society of Ireland had expressed con-
cern regarding the new and substandard screening system�  Each Minister told me the assess-
ment of needs was under the responsibility of the Minister for Health�  However, despite having 
contacted the Minister for Health, Deputy Donnelly, on 21 April last year, I have yet to receive 
a response on these concerns�  We cannot blame the HSE for that�

It is very worrying that the HSE has become completely unreliable in providing people with 
the necessary services to which they are entitled�  Parents have said they cannot depend on the 
HSE for anything�  That is something we are hearing ever more often�  As the Minister of State, 
Deputy Rabbitte, is aware, it is difficult for anybody to have faith in the HSE at this stage.  That 
might be the crux of the problem and what needs to be addressed�  It will be a big task�  I am not 
exactly sure how it can be addressed but it has to be tackled because even the Taoiseach is now 
saying it is not a problem of money as the money has been provided and all that kind of stuff.  
It is as if the political system is okay because the Government is providing the money and the 
HSE is this mammoth standing in the corner that does everything and just eats up money�  As 
far as I know, however, the HSE works for us�  I have stated before in the House that the HSE 
works for all the citizens of this country but it seems to me that we work for the HSE�  It seems 
to me that the role of the Government to give the HSE money with which it can do as it pleases 
and then people have to put up with a substandard service from the HSE because that is what 
we deserve�  So long as the HSE is working and paying its employees big money, that is okay 
and everything else is grand�  Ultimately, that is the problem�  There needs to be a shift and 
rebalancing such that the HSE comes to terms with the fact that it works for us; not the other 
way around�

Many parents have been pushed by the HSE into paying for private diagnoses due to unrea-
sonable waiting times�  AsIAm conducted a survey, to which reference has been made already, 
that revealed 80% of parents and guardians had to wait at least a year for an autism diagnosis�  
How is that acceptable in this day and age?  Many families are unable to pay the significant cost 
of a private diagnosis, so what has been created is yet another system of inequality and inacces-
sibility for lower income families�  Schools have provision to get a couple of assessments done 
every year, but they hold off on doing so in case they need them at a later stage.  Parents who 
need the service and may not be able to afford it then lose out because schools are holding on 
to the couple of assessments they are allocated�  That is just not acceptable in this day and age�  
There is something seriously wrong when people are forced into private healthcare because the 
public healthcare system is unable to adequately support them�  That can be said about every 
area of healthcare�  However, the fact that children are not only struggling to get the treatment 
they need, but are unable to even get a proper assessment of their needs in the first place is par-
ticularly shocking�

The healthcare system is overwhelmed and broken�  That has been the case for many years - 
long before the pandemic - and it demonstrates a significant issue in respect of how the system 
is set up and runs�  Unfortunately, I believe the Government lacks the vision and ambition to 
even address this broken system.  Not only that, the Government is actually failing to fulfil its 
legal obligations�  Under the Disability Act 2005, children have a statutory right to an assess-
ment of need which must be carried out within six months of an application�  The inadequate 
preliminary assessment that was introduced is not a viable solution and does not speed up the 
waiting lists in any real way�  It is only a con to try to get over the fact that, under the Disability 
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Act, the assessment has to be provided�  it only creates even more complex problems further 
down the line�  It increases the risk of inaccurate or incomplete diagnoses�  This has exacerbated 
the length of waiting lists that already contravene the Disability Act 2005�

In addition, Article 7 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities provides, “States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure the full enjoyment 
by children with disabilities of all human rights”�  We are not honouring our commitment to that 
international standard.  This is completely unjustifiable and more needs to be done to ensure 
children are receiving the assessments of need to which they are entitled�  The HSE needs to al-
locate funding to increase the number of staff and level of service available.  It needs to ensure 
the assessment of need process is comprehensive and identifies the full range of supports and 
services a child needs, rather than diluting the service that is delivered to children�  The current 
system is nothing short of neglect�  These long waiting lists are nothing short of neglect�  This 
needs to be addressed immediately, so I strongly support the motion�

08/03/2022XX00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I thank the 
Deputies for bringing forward the motion�  It is important for me to make every minute count�  
Sometimes I do not get asked questions or they are not selected for Oral Questions to the De-
partments of Health or Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, so when I get a 
motion like this, I welcome it because it gives me an opportunity to lay out my stall on the floor 
of the Dáil�  I thank my colleague Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan who has kept me company all 
evening�  It is greatly appreciated�

We are here to discuss what I believe is one of the most important and ambitious policy 
reforms in the health service in recent memory, namely, the implementation of the progressing 
disability services for children and young persons, PDS, programme�  It is clear from the debate 
this evening that the roll-out of the PDS has not been as smooth as we would like�  Several is-
sues have been highlighted and it is important to outline some of the plans on which I am work-
ing to improve disability services�  I chose to speak at the end of the debate because I wanted to 
hear the contributions of Members�  I hope that somewhere in my contribution we will marry in 
agreement right across the House�

I wish to put on record my sincere apologies to any family experiencing delays�  These 
families are angry and frustrated at a health service that is failing their children�  Parents should 
not be left fighting for services.  I am working to make our services better.  I am acutely aware 
of the issues facing families with children with special needs and it is incumbent on me to meet 
these families and hear their experiences, good and bad, in getting a service for their children�  
I have done whatever can be done�

Later this month, I will start a new parents’ forum that will take place in every county and 
give parents an opportunity to air their concerns as well as to hear how PDS should be work-
ing for them�  I look forward to meeting parents as well as engaging with the HSE and the lead 
agencies on the matters raised�  I will have further details on the parents’ forum in the coming 
weeks�

Investing in children’s specialist disability multidisciplinary services is an important priori-
ty for the Government�  Through the two budgets I have introduced, I have created an additional 
375 posts to strengthen children’s disability services across the country�  This is on top of the 
100 posts allocated in 2019.  As well as increasing staff numbers and new recruits, we also need 
to stop the flow of staff out of the disability area.  To do this, there must be more career opportu-
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nities for clinicians so that they have the space to further develop their skills in disabilities and 
to stay working in this space�  I have been told by lead agencies and the HSE that there needs 
to be more senior grade posts and I can confirm to the House that disability services manage-
ment will appoint more senior posts in 2022 than in previous years�  The HSE also informed 
me that it has indicated to the CHOs that the recruitment of staff at a senior grade, particularly 
with the goal of enhancing retention, can and will be accommodated�  The CHOs believe they 
will exceed their 2022 allocation and HSE headquarters will consider a business case to allow 
some increase in senior posts�  This is a very welcome change for 2022-23�  I will continue to 
engage with the HSE on the matter�

The role of administration cannot be underestimated and I have secured more such posts in 
the 2022 budget.  Teams need to have a sufficient administration staff so that the clinicians can 
do their job�  We need to recruit into grades 3 and 5 to ensure clinicians are not doing adminis-
tration work such as answering telephone but are delivering on intervention�

Another important issue raised with me is the increased strain on psychologists�  To address 
this, a request has been made for the use of assistant psychologists on children’s disability net-
work teams, CDNTs, which would help ease some of the pressure on an already strained area of 
expertise.  The HSE confirmed to me today that it intends to open the recruitment and deploy-
ment of assistant psychologists in line with what was sanctioned and issued to the Department 
of Health in 2021�  We have seen how this use has been bolstered best in the mental health ser-
vices�  We must ensure we are utilising all possible resources to support children and families�

I hope the substantial investment by this Government in all of these resources will go a sig-
nificant way in dealing with concerns expressed by parents and the Ombudsman for Children.  
It is important to note that while I welcome this conversation, it is a shame more suggestions 
have not been made�  The assessment of needs process did not work in the past�  The standard 
operating procedure is under review and when that review is completed I will take on board 
all of the outcomes�  We have cleared 98% of the backlog in assessments of need�  The SOP 
was introduced prior to my appointment and I allowed it to go through�  I am now awaiting the 
outcome of the review because we have moved from one list to another and there is no deny-
ing that.  I will act in accordance with the findings of the review of the SOP.  The HSE and the 
trade unions are engaged in that review process�  As I said, I will await its outcome and pursue 
its recommendations and any potential changes it may suggest�

On autism assessments and supports, I discussed this matter last week during a meeting with 
the WHO in Copenhagen�  Countries across Europe are trying to address issues similar to those 
we have here and no consistent approach is being taken�  All countries are looking around to see 
what may be the best model of support�

An interesting point raised by the WHO was that in Azerbaijan, a regionalised assessment 
and diagnosis programme is in operation and appears to be working for that country�  It is 
something that I will look further into with the HSE as there could be lessons learned from 
it�  It involves having a preliminary assessment done by a diagnosis assessment team while, at 
the same time, the children come straight back into intervention�  One of our colleagues at the 
meeting set out clearly what was being done�  What is needed is an assessment of diagnosis and 
intervention, which should be needs-led rather than diagnosis-led�  An assessment should be 
intervention�  To be honest with the House, one of our colleagues asked what was going on and 
why everything seemed to go into diagnosis�
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Questions have to be asked of the education sector when schools state they will only accept 
children if they have a diagnosis and children will not get supports if they do not have such a 
diagnosis�  Nowhere in the Disability Act does it state that a diagnosis is needed to access edu-
cation�  I accept Deputy Ó Ríordáin’s point that the EPSEN Act and the Disability Act both need 
to be reviewed�  There is no doubt about that�

We must strike a balance to ensure that no child is left waiting and I am determined to ensure 
that disability services are functioning fully and working for families, not leaving them stranded 
without support�

I confirm to the House that I am working on a package of supports to provide the CDNTs 
with additional supports to address both the backlog of autism assessments and to provide ad-
ditional therapeutic supports.  I hope to confirm that in the coming weeks.

I assure the House that I will leave no stone unturned when it comes to finding the solutions 
we have discussed this evening�

Regarding the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, the Minister, Deputy O’Gorman, and I have indicated that we are 
open to an early ratification of the optional protocol, if possible.  Our approach to the UNCRPD 
since ratification of the main convention has been one of progressive realisation where we make 
progress towards full implementation step by step and year on year�  

I acknowledge the work of parents and I again apologise to the parents of children who are 
on waiting lists�  I acknowledge the work of AsIAm, Involve Autism�  I am afraid I will leave 
people out but Inclusion Ireland and the Rainbow Club in Cork are doing phenomenal work in 
peer-to-peer support of parents but also in supporting children�  The Rainbow Club in Cork is 
not open even a year at this stage and is supporting 500 families in a particular area�  It is phe-
nomenal to see what it is able to do in its community centre�  I also thank the Joint Committee 
on Disability Matters for putting such a focus on disability and allowing various voices to ap-
pear before it to share their experience and enable us to take from their learning�  

Deputies asked what exactly is happening with the autism strategy�  A consultation docu-
ment will be published in the coming weeks seeking an input from the autism community on 
what direction it believes the strategy should take and the priority issues it wants to focus on�  I 
have secured funding for the strategy and the next phase will be announced very soon�

I thank both Ministers, Deputies Stephen Donnelly and O’Gorman, for ensuring the funding 
I will announce in the coming weeks will be provided to deal with the backlog of assessment 
of diagnosis in respect of autism�  Many families are very frustrated about the waiting lists for 
assessments�  I need to ensure, however, that it happens in every CHO�  There will be substantial 
investment and a plan for addressing the waiting list�  It will only be as good as the integration 
into the PDS teams�

08/03/2022YY00200Deputy Pat Buckley: I thank the Minister of State for her reply�  I have listened to all the 
previous speakers�  In CHO 4, 5,472 are waiting for speech and language therapy, occupational 
therapy and physiotherapy�  That does not make for good reading�

The Minister of State asked for more ideas�  I have experience of cases involving young 
families who spent four or five years in the courts trying to get proper care.  I call on the State 
and the HSE to stop using State solicitors and public money to fight families in appeal cases.  
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That practice should be struck out straight away�  I have in mind one particular family which 
won its fight but it is not the only such family I know.

It would be remiss of me not to thank Deputy Tully for introducing the motion�  I am very 
pleased the Government is not opposing it�  I agree with speakers from all sides of the House 
that if we work together, we can get this done�  I have worked with the Minister of State and I 
know she is passionate about this issue�  I have always been fair�  We are here to represent the 
people outside the House�  This is an urgent issue and if we can collectively work on it and do 
the right thing, it will reduce stress levels�  We have been discussing mental health issues, stress 
on families, marriage break-ups and so on�  Families with enough cash can go private and their 
child will be seen in a short time�  I cannot understand the reason for the competition between 
the health service and private practice�

9 o’clock

If we can work together on this and do the right thing, there is certainly an urgency for it�  I 
would like to say more, but other Deputies wish to speak�

08/03/2022ZZ00200Deputy Matt Carthy: The most frustrating and angering part of being a Deputy is when 
one is dealing with parents who are getting in touch in order to expedite getting healthcare for 
their children�  It has to be said that no parents should have to contact any elected representative 
to tell that representative the most intimate details of the medical needs of their child to try to 
secure disability or occupational therapy or any other service that their child desperately needs�  
No parent should have to fight for years to secure an assessment of needs, which the law states 
should be delivered within six months�  To reiterate, it is not just that the Government is failing 
those children and their families, the Government is breaking the law by doing so�

In my HSE region, last October there were 1,956 children waiting for an initial assessment 
for speech and language therapy, 1,444 were waiting for occupational therapy and 1,105 were 
waiting for physiotherapy�  These numbers represent real children who are being denied the 
right to live full lives�  They represent families who are going through the hell of trying to deal 
with HSE bureaucracy or the hell of listening to broken promise after broken promise�  I met a 
mother today who travelled a long distance to be here for this debate�  She has two sons with 
special needs, who have been cared for and loved by their family all their lives�  However, they 
have been let down by the State every day of their lives�  They are still being let down�  Their 
mother, who has enough to contend with, had to establish a charity along with other families in 
order to provide her children with a service that should have been provided by the State�  It is 
not good enough; it is not fair�  In fact, it is a scandal�

I commend Deputy Tully on the work she has done and on bringing this motion to the 
House�  I commend the motion and I welcome the fact that it is unopposed�  However, it must 
be followed through with real action and with the implementation of the words as well as the 
actions required in the motion�

08/03/2022ZZ00300Deputy Kathleen Funchion: First, I commend my colleague, Deputy Tully�  I thank the 
Minister of State for her reply�  I was not present for the start of the debate�  I have two minutes 
so I wish to be focused�

As other Deputies have said, it is very frustrating when parents are waiting�  Even if it is not 
for the assessment of needs, it can be for speech and language therapy and occupational therapy�  
I am encountering many parents who are trying to borrow money, perhaps from a credit union 
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but often, worryingly, from moneylenders or from family members, to try to pay for these thera-
pies privately�  What is becoming a major issue, and I wanted to mention this especially, in the 
constituency of Carlow-Kilkenny and particularly in Kilkenny is the lack of ASD class places�  
I know this is a matter for the Minister of State with responsibility for special education, but I 
want to take the opportunity to raise it�  I can immediately think of ten children who do not have 
an ASD class place for September�  These are children who are turning six years old, so they are 
out of the early childhood care and education, ECCE, system�

Parents are at their wits’ end.  The same parents are saying they have had to battle and fight 
for everything�  They have had to pay for a large amount of the services, be it private assess-
ments or therapies�  Now they are not even being provided with school places�  Ironically, in the 
same week that children who are starting in junior infants are getting their letters and know they 
will be starting school in September, we are treating children with additional needs as second-
class citizens who do not know where they will be going�  Some of them might be facing very 
large distances if they get the opportunity to get a place�  I wanted to raise that issue�  Again, I 
commend Deputy Tully on her work in this area�

08/03/2022ZZ00400Deputy Pauline Tully: First, I thank all the Members who contributed to this debate and 
thank them for their support of the motion�  I also thank the Government for supporting the mo-
tion.  It is an issue that is affecting children and families in all parts of the country.  We all agree 
it is an urgent issue that must be addressed�  Children cannot continue to wait for supports they 
are entitled to, and parents cannot continue to face ongoing battles for supports or to have to 
source services privately or take the State to court�

We are calling for the CDNTs to cease using the standard operating procedure and instead 
ensure timely access to a full and proper multidisciplinary needs-based assessment�  The HSE 
is using preliminary team assessments to avoid being taken to court for not fulfilling its obliga-
tions under the Disability Act�  The preliminary team assessment is not an assessment of need 
as outlined under the Disability Act and the HSE should stop pretending it is�  I agree with the 
Minister of State that the Disability Act needs to be reviewed and updated.  It definitely does, 
and especially to recognise the fact that we have ratified the UNCRPD and we have an obliga-
tion to implement that�  If we do not, we will see a raft of actions taken against the State for 
needs being unmet.  I welcome the fact that the optional protocol will be ratified soon.  Again, 
however, it will allow people to take cases to the UN under the optional protocol for needs not 
being met�

Other Deputies have referred to court cases, settlements and the HSE and the Department of 
Health using money for them�  It is our money; it is taxpayers’ money�  We, the taxpayers, are 
paying for something we do not agree with.  We do not agree that the HSE should be fighting 
these cases in court�

08/03/2022ZZ00500Deputy Matt Carthy: Hear, hear�

08/03/2022ZZ00600Deputy Pauline Tully: There is a need for a cross-departmental strategy on workforce plan-
ning.  A clear plan on training, recruitment and retention of sufficient health and social care staff 
is required�  The HSE needs to discuss this with the professional organisations that represent 
the various therapists and health professionals in the CDNTs�  At present, it is refusing to en-
gage with them, and there are things that can help to address the issues there�  We need to take 
everybody on board and look at everything�
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We also need a fully costed and time-bound implementation strategy for disability services�  
We have a disability capacity review and it identified significant unmet need.  There is no point 
in conducting reviews if we are not going to address their findings.

The Minister of State mentioned another element of the PDS model that has not been en-
acted, which is the family forums�  I welcome the fact that they are going to be established�  
Parents need input into the teams and to be fully informed of what is happening�  At present, 
they are not.  What they are being offered are online courses.  Many parents have already taken 
the courses�  However, they are basically being threatened that if they do not take the courses, 
they will be removed from the list�  That is terrible�  It should not be happening�  Parents have 
welcomed the courses alongside therapeutic intervention from a professional, but not as an al-
ternative�  Parents are not trained therapists�

Last year, the Minister of State paused the removal of therapists from special schools, but I 
am informed that the therapists have been removed�  They might be engaging with the schools, 
but they are not engaging with the students.  They are engaging with the staff.  It is not on the 
same level that it was�  Again, some are pointing out that there was no risk assessment taken of 
doing this�

We need to see waiting lists published�  There must be comprehensive lists of who is waiting 
on assessments, who is waiting for interventions and so forth�  I feel we are not being told the 
truth about it�  Also, as I mentioned earlier, the Government must recommence, without delay, 
the reporting of data and publication of reports, pursuant to section 13 of the Act, so that it can 
plan for unmet need�

All the teams must have clear targets and performance indicators�  There must be ongoing 
checks on how the service is operating�  Outcomes must be measured�  Otherwise, how will we 
know if the services are working?  People need to be held accountable if the outcomes are not 
being met�  The idea behind the establishment of the CDNTs was to ensure quicker access to 
services for children with more complex needs, but that is not happening�  The ones with less 
complex needs are supposed to go to primary care and those in need of mental health supports 
were supposed to go to CAMHS.  What we find is all the HSE bodies fighting among them-
selves for staff and saying, “We will not support that child.  That child should go to your service 
or to your service”�  That is not fair, and children are being left out in the cold�

The Minister of State mentioned that there will be more senior posts, but the PTA is a huge 
problem for senior clinicians�  They do not agree with it and I cannot see her getting them into 
the teams while it remains�  I apologise for going over time�

Motion agreed to�

08/03/2022AAA00075Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions

08/03/2022AAA00100Further and Higher Education

08/03/2022AAA0020045� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when he will bring a sustainable funding model to Cabinet; 
the reason for the delay in publishing the economic evaluation of the Cassells report in advance; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter� [12746/22]

08/03/2022AAA00300Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I have been asking the Minister to publish the economic 
evaluation of Cassells report since it came back from the EU at the beginning of last summer�  
He has repeatedly stated he will be bringing proposals to Cabinet for a sustainable funding 
model for higher education and he will then publish the report�  When will he bring these pro-
posals to Cabinet?  Why can he not publish a draft copy of the report in advance?

08/03/2022AAA00400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I want to say at the outset, and perhaps we will have time to get into it 
during Question Time, that I look forward to working with all Members of the House and all 
spokespersons on a number of the issues we will have to address arising from the Ukrainian 
situation, in terms of supporting students including those who are already here�  I know this is 
an issue on which Deputy Conway-Walsh and I will want to work together�  We will have a lot 
of work to do on English language supports.  I wanted to say this on my first opportunity to do 
so in the Dáil�

I am very committed to resolving the issue of the funding model for higher education�  It is 
priority issue.  It is essential for ensuring that our higher education institutions can effectively 
meet high standards of quality and achieve critical outcomes for our economy and society�  I 
will bring forward a proposal on a funding model to Government, which will be implemented 
as part of budgets�  Implementation will entail the sector delivering strengthened performance 
and enhanced outcomes based on a robust reform agenda�  The Deputy would expect this of me�  
Students and taxpayers would also expect this�  This approach will be informed by the compre-
hensive economic evaluation of funding options which, as the Deputy said, has been carried out 
under the auspices of the European Commission’s structural reform support programme�

I brought this matter to the Cabinet committee on economic recovery shortly before Christ-
mas�  This allowed me the opportunity to explore key issues with Government colleagues in-
cluding the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste�  It was agreed that I and the Department would engage 
with the Department for Public Expenditure and Reform and the Minister, Deputy Michael 
McGrath, to inform the Government’s consideration, in particular undertaking technical work 
to update costings reflecting relevant funding decisions in the most recent budget and other is-
sues.  I am please to inform the Deputy this work is nearing finalisation.  This work has sought 
to robustly assess the assumptions underpinning the economic evaluation and to take account of 
the significant levels of State funding which have been invested in higher education and student 
support in recent years�

It is my intention to bring final proposals for funding and reform of higher education arising 
from this work to Government very shortly�  I mean “very shortly” sincerely�  I am very clear 
that, from a policy perspective, addressing the sustainability of the higher education system 
must proceed in tandem with measures which address the costs of education and ensure they 
are never a barrier to accessing higher education�

08/03/2022AAA00500Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I will absolutely work in every way I can to ensure that 
Ukrainians who are coming here and who are very welcome here will have access to further 
and higher education�

By delaying the publication of the report the Minister is impeding the work of the education 
committee�  The committee has dedicated weeks of hearings on the future of funding of higher 
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education�  These hearings were scheduled on the assumption the information would not be 
withheld and that it would be available�  The report is an economic valuation paid for by public 
money�  There is no commercial or privacy consideration to justify delaying it�  The Minister is 
forcing the committee to work in the dark�  We have had representative bodies of universities 
and the technological sector as well as trade unions and student unions all wondering why we 
have not been provided with the report�  It is the most important document for dealing with the 
current funding in higher education�  I and many others working in the sector would appreciate 
a clear explanation for why this is the case�  It would make it much more productive for the 
committee if we knew what had come back from Europe�

08/03/2022AAA00600Deputy Simon Harris: I take the point the Deputy makes and the spirit in which she makes 
it�  I certainly want to work with the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education, Further and 
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science�  I assure Deputy Conway-Walsh that 
the new funding and reform framework will be provided to the Oireachtas committee once the 
Cabinet has considered the matter�  It will be published along with the DG REFORM-sponsored 
economic assessment report on the sustainability of higher education and the SUSI review�  I 
believe the Deputy will agree there have been many reports on higher education funding in 
recent years�  I do not wish to just publish another report�  I am trying not only to publish the 
economic assessment but to get the Government to make big decisions that will allow for multi-
annual inclusive processes allowing implementation to commence�  I know from engaging with 
the sector this is what it wants also�

All of us in this House, including me, accept there is a gap to be closed in sustainable fund-
ing and core funding�  We also all accept there is work to be done on the costs of education�  We 
can debate how best to do this�  I want to try to publish the report alongside an implementation 
process and decisions�  This is why I need to brief Cabinet colleagues and make a Cabinet deci-
sion�  I assure the Deputy that straight after this the next group to be briefed will be the Oireach-
tas committee�  I will work with the Deputy collaboratively on the matter�

08/03/2022AAA00700Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I understand the implementation is absolutely important 
and we have to get this right�  It is fundamental to the future of education�  Today we had trade 
unions and the Union of Students of Ireland, USI, before the committee�  They were unable to 
engage with the economic report and how we might address the underfunding in education�  In-
stead we discussed the effects of underfunding.  ICTU spoke of the creeping privatisation of the 
sector over the past ten years, when the Minister has been in government�  The TUI highlighted 
that in those ten years we have seen student numbers rise 28% while staff numbers fell 8%.  The 
USI highlighted the fact that most universities get more funding from private sources than they 
do from the State�  The Irish Federation of University Teachers, IFUT, raised the fact that in the 
late 2000s two of our universities were ranked in the top 100 internationally and one was in the 
top 50�  We now have no institutions in the top 100�  The fall in the rankings is directly linked 
to systemic underfunding�  The most obvious way in which the underfunding manifests itself is 
through the student to staff ratio in all the institutions.

08/03/2022AAA00800Deputy Simon Harris: I am following with interest, and I believe there is value in, the 
work the committee is doing�  Perhaps not everybody in the sector will agree with the follow-
ing but let me be very clear on my position�  This will not be new money for old rope�  It will 
have to be accompanied by a reform agenda�  To be very clear to the sector, I accept there is an 
issue with core funding that needs to be addressed�  I also accept and know that reforms will 
be required in the sector�  These are reforms to deliver on a number of issues we discuss in the 
House on a regular basis, including a more inclusive education system, a system that is more 
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open and responsive to the needs of people with disabilities and additional educational needs, 
and a system that recognises that learners come in many different shapes and sizes that need 
to be accommodated, such as part-time students, mature students, online learning and flexible 
learning.  I accept there are funding challenges in some areas.  I will also say on the floor of the 
Dáil we now have funding back at peak levels�  We have also started the journey of improving 
student supports in a range of areas�  I am excited about the next piece of the jigsaw, which is 
once and for all settling the question as to what a sustainable funding model looks like for Ire-
land and getting on with implementing it after years of people debating this point�

08/03/2022AAA00900Further and Higher Education

08/03/2022AAA0100046� Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will issue a directive to further and higher education institutions 
to retain certain flexible teaching mechanisms post-pandemic to support disabled students, 
those who cannot afford to live in university towns and those who are immunocompromised. 
[12709/22]

08/03/2022AAA01100Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: Will the Minister issue a directive to further and higher 
education institutions to retain certain flexible teaching mechanisms after the pandemic to sup-
port disabled students, those who cannot afford to live in university towns and those who are 
immunocompromised?

08/03/2022AAA01200Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputy Ó Ríordáin for the question�  If we were debating 
this a couple of months ago the first priority we would have had was making sure we could get 
the college campuses reopened and get students back on campus in a safe way�  We discussed 
this at great length in the House�  I thank everybody who worked extraordinarily hard to do this, 
including trade unions, student unions and management bodies�  The real collaboration we have 
seen in the further and higher education sector has resulted in our college campuses reopening�  
I also thank them for the work they did on online learning during that time�

The Deputy’s question hits on a very important issue�  There were things we learned as a 
result of Covid about how our education system can be agile and flexible, how there can be dif-
ferent ways of doing things and how we can have a university without walls�  There is no doubt 
that while many people found it extremely difficult that college campuses were closed there 
were some students who said to me that by education being available online they were able to 
access it in a way they may not have been able to otherwise�  We need to acknowledge this also�  
I am very conscious of the enormous efforts made by our institutions to respond to the various 
needs of learners during the pandemic�  This was marked by a highly collaborative approach, 
consideration of those at risk or otherwise vulnerable and the adoption of innovative practices 
to support learners�

The Government is committed to delivering civil and political rights to people with dis-
abilities and the realisation of social and economic rights as espoused in the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities�  Public bodies have obligations under the Equality 
Acts, the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act and other legislation�  The Depart-
ment is working with institutions to deliver on these obligations and to further embed policies 
in areas such as universal design for learning�  It is up to everyone in the system to look at how 
we can retain and build on the innovations that we adopted during the pandemic�  For example, 
we learned a lot about how the digital divide can affect people.
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Institutions are autonomous bodies�  They have academic freedom and responsibility for 
their teaching and learning activities�  The question of me directing them does not arise�  At a 
national and institutional level, I now want to sit down with stakeholders and look at how we 
can embed the good practice we have seen and I want to do this in the context of the publication 
of the new national access plan before Easter�

08/03/2022BBB00200Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: I know the Minister cannot necessarily direct institutions but 
he does give them money and could attach a few conditions to that�  I agree with him that we 
need to think differently about education and learn something from the pandemic.  Indeed, the 
idea of having an institution without walls is something I am particularly attracted to�  However, 
the fact is that issues in respect of renting, the accommodation problems students are facing 
and disability were overcome in a way which showed a lot of ingenuity, forward thinking and 
thinking outside the box�  That is what we always want our institutions to do�  Will the Minister 
proactively interact with all the institutions of further and higher education to ensure that they 
have thought about every opportunity to break down those walls and that they will not say, in 
a post-pandemic era, that those solutions are a thing of the past?  They have to be brought into 
the next phase�

08/03/2022BBB00300Deputy Simon Harris: The short answer is “Yes”�  We should and will do that�  I agree 
with Deputy Ó Ríordáin in this regard.  I believe he will also agree with me that staff in our 
third level institutions, and across the public sector, changed their work practices and how they 
worked overnight.  They did so in an emergency scenario.  They showed great flexibility and I 
really respect and thank them for that�  However, as we move from an emergency phase of the 
pandemic - and we all hope we are doing so - it is important that we have discussions about 
how to make these changes more sustainable and what is required to embed them�  People did 
things on a one-off basis and went above and beyond but a precedent was not set.  We have to 
sit down and engage with stakeholders if we want to embed these changes into people’s work 
practices�  We absolutely will do that�  I have no doubt that there are people who have accessed 
third level education as a result of these changes who may not otherwise have been able to�  I 
remember talking to Longford Women’s Link and women in that group were accessing degree 
programmes in Maynooth University from rural Longford�  That shows how we can bring edu-
cation to people who may not otherwise be able to access it�  While the Deputy is right that I 
cannot necessarily direct institutions, as part of the discussions on future funding, we have a list 
of reforms that we want to see from the sector�  This is certainly one such area�

08/03/2022BBB00400Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: As the Minister will know, people with disabilities have 
lower rates of progression to third level�  My colleague, Senator Hoey, has been speaking on 
this recently�  They have lower progression rates to third level than the general population�  The 
Association for Higher Education Access and Disability, AHEAD, reported that approximately 
12% of students disclosed a disability in a recent survey.  The true figure may be as high as 20%.  
With regard to access to third level, further and higher education, this could be a fantastic tool 
to use into the future�  The physicality of a university campus or further education facility does 
not have to be any kind of barrier to people engaging in learning�  Remote learning will be a 
very significant part of that.  As the Minister has said, the walls absolutely can be broken down.  
Within all that, we also need to understand that these institutions will need funding streams to 
roll that out�

08/03/2022BBB00500Deputy Simon Harris: Absolutely�  I acknowledge the work of the Deputy’s colleague, 
Senator Hoey, who I happened to meet this evening�  There is a lot we can do in this space�  I am 
proud of the progress we have made across the education sector, including in early years, pri-
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mary and secondary education, with regard to being inclusive of people with additional needs�  
We have made some progress in the third level sector and there are statistics to back that up but 
we have not made enough.  In many ways, the cliff edge for many students has moved from 
second level to third level.  We need to fix that.  We are developing our new national access 
plan�  I hope to publish that around Easter�  I am pleased to say that we have €5 million to spend 
on that in 2022�  I am now considering how best to deploy that�  To give the House an indication 
of my plans, one of the areas I intend to focus on this year is the area of intellectual disabilities�  
This is an area we have been too silent on when it comes to disability in the third level sector 
and one in which we can make progress�  I look forward to engaging with Deputy Ó Ríordáin 
and Senator Hoey as we publish the national access plan and then, crucially, as we implement it�

08/03/2022BBB00550Departmental Reviews

08/03/2022BBB0060047� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when he will publish the SUSI review and bring forward 
measures to improve the system; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [12747/22]

08/03/2022BBB00700Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: The draft SUSI review has been on the Minister’s desk 
since December�  When will the report be published?  When will he bring proposals to Cabinet?  
In particular, are the reforms specified in the review going to be introduced in September or will 
we have to wait until 2023-24?  That is what I am really concerned about�

08/03/2022BBB00800Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy very much�  The honest answer to the last part of 
the question is that it will be a matter for the discussions on the Estimates�  However, I take the 
point she makes about the need to ensure additional supports are brought in for September�  It 
is right to say that what is announced in the budget will take effect from the calendar year 2023.  
I believe the Deputy is putting it up to me to see if we can do more from this September�  I will 
certainly work on that basis�

The programme for Government contains a commitment to review SUSI eligibility criteria, 
adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports�  To take this forward, I established a review 
of the student grant scheme�  This was conducted by Indecon under the direction of a steering 
group chaired by my Department and comprising a number of stakeholders including, impor-
tantly, the Department of Social Protection so that it could look at the whole area of poverty 
traps�  Crucially, the voice of our students was also represented through the Union of Students 
in Ireland, along with the voice of institutions and others�

As the Deputy will know from my answer to her previous question, it is my intention to 
bring this piece of work to Cabinet alongside the proposals on a sustainable funding model�  
Issues of cost and access must be considered in tandem with the issues of system funding and 
reform�  I do not want to bring forward a funding model that is sustainable for universities but 
not for students or their families�  If we want the best outcomes, we need a well-funded system 
that is accessible to people regardless of their background�  Reform of the student support sys-
tem can, and will, be a critical enabler of other strategic outcomes across the tertiary education 
system�  Given these interconnections, it is my intention to bring the student grant review to 
Cabinet alongside the report on funding and reform of higher education, both of which will be 
published together�

Implementing the report recommendations is a key priority for my Department�  I am pleased 
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to say we have started this process�  I know the Deputy will argue with me about the pace but we 
have started to initiate these improvements�  Indeed, I will be signing regulations this week to 
bring in a number of improvements to the SUSI grant scheme from September�  These include 
increases to the thresholds and income levels and improvements to the situation regarding ad-
jacency rates�  All student grant maintenance payments, including the special rate of grant, will 
increase by €200 per year, the income thresholds to qualify will increase by €1,000, and the 
qualifying distance criterion for students to qualify for the non-adjacent rate of grant has been 
reduced from 45 km to 30 km�  I will sign those regulations this week�

08/03/2022BBB00900Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: We welcome those changes but we really need to see them 
now�  As the Minister will know, we are in extraordinary times with regard to the cost of liv-
ing�  The cost of living is having a severe impact on students and their families�  That is why I 
am concerned that one thing is being delayed by the other�  We need to bring in measures with 
regard to SUSI eligibility before the beginning of the next year�  I am concerned about the 
students who are here right now, particularly students who have to travel because they either 
cannot get accommodation or afford accommodation and have to travel in their cars when we 
are seeing the price of fuel become unaffordable.  This is really having an impact and we should 
treat this with the urgency it deserves in terms of providing support for students�  It is in their 
interests, and all of our interests, for us to ensure that as many students as possible continue and 
are as successful in their studies as they can be�

08/03/2022BBB01000Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy�  Of course, we did take measures in this House 
to benefit students for this academic year.  We changed the law in respect of student renters not 
once, but twice, to make sure that students could not be asked to pay more than one month’s rent 
in advance or a deposit worth more than one month’s rent.  That was a significant issue and a 
solution was sought by students’ unions with support from parties across this House�  This could 
have a real and meaningful impact with regard to the amount of money students have to pay out 
up front�  We also changed the law with regard to the notice period students, and other renters, 
need to give.  In the budget, we also introduced the first increase in grant maintenance payments 
in some time, an increase of €200 per year�  The income threshold is increasing by €1,000 and 
the qualifying distance criterion for students to qualify for the non-adjacent rate of grant is be-
ing reduced from 45 km to 30 km�  These are not abstract things, as the Deputy knows�  She has 
welcomed them.  These changes will benefit thousands of students and will build on improve-
ments that we brought in for this year for current students, including an increase and improve-
ments for postgraduate students�  However, I accept that we need to do more�  I will point out 
that, if the Deputy looks at the terms of reference of the SUSI review, she will see that these are 
exactly the sorts of areas we have been looking at�  We are not waiting for the publication of a 
report to make progress�  We have started and I certainly hope to take many more steps in the 
budget�

08/03/2022BBB01100Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I appreciate that but we really need to make sure that SUSI 
is fit for purpose.  I think we agree on that.  At the moment, too few people have access to it.  I 
welcome the announced increases to the income thresholds but we are obviously still waiting 
for them to come into effect.  We could have worked on the maintenance grant.  We did not 
have to wait until September to do that�  We need to increase the numbers getting access to the 
scheme rather than simply being a standstill measure to keep up with the limited wage growth 
that we have seen in recent years�  The SUSI budget was substantially larger in 2015 than in 
2020.  Part-time students are offered no support.  The Minister should be looking to extend stu-
dent grants to part-time students even if it is just helping with fees�  SUSI should cover the post-
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graduate fees as well�  We also need to ensure that SUSI supports get to those who need them 
most.  The burden of proof for lone parents is too high.  We need to look specifically at the case 
of adults often with children of their own who need to move back in with their parents because 
of the housing crisis�  There is a perfect storm for students and we need to get them out of it�

08/03/2022CCC00200Deputy Simon Harris: I accept some of the matters the Deputy has highlighted and the 
need for improvement�  I particularly agree with her on the issue of part-time students�  We need 
to do some work on defining what a part-time student is.  I do not say that in any smart or flip-
pant way.  Obviously, there are many different types of part-time courses.  What constitutes a 
part-time student for the purposes of the grant involves genuine technical and somewhat legal 
issues that we will need to work through�  We should do that and we will do that�

I want students to know this�  The Deputy is right that students are not immune from the 
cost-of-living pressures - far from it�  Many are experiencing those costs which is why we made 
the additional allocation to the student assistance fund�  I want students to know that it is there�  
It is available through their access office.  Students should know that it is there for one-off bills 
for people who are struggling financially.  I want to get that message out.  I sometimes worry 
that this message does not get out to students on the ground as much as it needs to through the 
access office.  The student assistance fund is there.  We have made changes to the SUSI grant 
scheme that have already taken effect, including specifically for postgraduate students and the 
grant scheme will open in coming days for the forthcoming academic year�

08/03/2022CCC00300Third Level Costs

08/03/2022CCC0040048� Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to the lack of eligibility to student grants 
for persons who hold stamp 4 visas; and if he will make a statement on the matter�  [12848/22]

08/03/2022CCC00500Deputy Gary Gannon: Has the Minister’s attention being drawn to the lack of eligibility to 
student grants for persons who hold stamp 4 visas and will he make a statement on the matter?

08/03/2022CCC00600Deputy Simon Harris: I do not wish to make the Deputy uncomfortable, but I found my-
self agreeing with him during the previous Question Time.  I find myself similarly thinking that 
there is merit in the issue he has raised this evening�  I have done some work on it and I am 
committing now to intensify that work to try to get a positive outcome�

The nationality requirements for the student grant scheme are set out in section 14 of the 
Student Support Act 2011 and regulation 5 of the Student Support Regulations 2021�  The can-
didate’s nationality or immigration status in the State determines whether she or he meets the 
nationality requirement outlined in the Act and regulations, and would be therefore eligible to 
qualify for a student grant�

Permission to remain in the State on the basis of a stamp 4 visa does not, in itself, meet the 
nationality requirements of the student grant scheme�  There is provision for a review of eli-
gibility where a person’s circumstances change in the academic year�  This includes a change 
to a student’s immigration status in our country�  Where a student acquires Irish citizenship by 
naturalisation or is granted one of the permission-to-remain criteria provided for in the Act or 
regulations during the course of their studies, she or he may apply to SUSI to have their appli-
cation reassessed�
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It is important that our approach to these issues is equitable, consistent and fully aligned 
with the intent and purpose of the immigration permissions which are granted to individuals�  I 
have met the Irish Refugee Council to discuss this matter�  We have tried to introduce changes 
in a number of areas�  The Irish Refugee Council has been advocating for a change in this area 
for some time and there is significant merit in it.  I understand that a number of NGOs have writ-
ten to my Department in recent months on the matter�  As a result of this and as a result of the 
Deputy’s question, I have asked my officials to look in further detail at the issue he has raised.  
I have asked them to look at the wider issue of alignment of SUSI grants and free fee support 
with immigration permissions in collaboration with other relevant Departments and to provide 
advice to me as quickly as possible as to whether I can make any changes in this area to align 
with those broader objectives�

08/03/2022CCC00700Deputy Gary Gannon: I assure the Minister that finding commonality across the Chamber 
would never be an issue to be uncomfortable with�  I wanted to raise this matter in general but 
also specifically relating to Irish citizens who are not currently eligible for the SUSI grant.  This 
issue was brought to my attention by Croxie Guy, an incredible law student in Kings Inns and 
also an incredible advocate for the SPARK one-parent family group�  I thank Ms Guy for her 
tireless campaign�  The Minister mentioned the principles of equity�

Currently, grants are given to those with permission to remain in the State with stamp 4 
visas if they are the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen or a dependent child of a natu-
ralised Irish citizen�  Not included in the eligibility are those who have permission to remain 
in the State with stamp 4 visas who are parents of Irish citizens�  Excluding parents of Irish 
citizens is inconsistent with any principle of equity.  It flies in the face of the purpose and intent 
of the stamp 4 permissions for parents of dependent Irish citizens�  In his response the Minister 
suggested that he would undertake a review and make a change�  I hope we can do that very 
quickly�  In my next contribution I will make suggestions for an amendment that could be made 
as suggested by Croxie Guy�

08/03/2022CCC00800Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy for the information and for the constructive way 
in which he is approaching this�  I am very open and want to do more in this area�  Since I came 
to office, we have already made three changes to try to support students coming to Ireland.  
First, we removed the requirement for prospective applicants coming in through our interna-
tional protection system to have attended three academic years in the Irish school system and to 
have obtained a leaving certificate.  I thought that was a ridiculous requirement.  Subsequently, 
in 2021 the scheme was further expanded to allow eligible applicants to undertake postgraduate 
courses�  In March of last year, my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth, Deputy O’Gorman, and I jointly announced that international protection 
applicants with permission to work would no longer be required to pay the international student 
fees to access post-leaving certificate, PLC, education courses.

We have been working with the sector�  We have been listening to NGOs and the Irish Refu-
gee Council�  I accept there is a valid argument regarding those with stamp 4 visas�  I am sure 
my colleagues in the Department of Justice will have a view and I need to engage with them on 
that�  I will be happy to revert to the House and to the Deputy then�

08/03/2022CCC00900Deputy Gary Gannon: I am really happy that we seem to be in line regarding reviewing 
this�  However, I wrote to the Minister in November and again in January, at which time we 
seemed to be at odds.  I am glad that seems to have been rectified.
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I am very conscious that the Minister has included reference to the Minister for Justice�  
My concern is that the buck will continue to be passed between the Department of Justice and 
the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science�  There is 
an onus on Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
because the Minister is responsible for widening access and participation rates of marginalised 
groups, particularly those heading one-parent families and those coming from migrant back-
grounds�  This is a barrier for education�  Croxie Guy, whom I mentioned, has not only raised 
this issue with me but she has also proposed potential solutions through amendment to the Stu-
dent Support Regulations 2021 to include a new section that would specifically allow parents 
of Irish citizens to be eligible for the grant.  I will email that to the Minister’s office tomorrow.

08/03/2022CCC01000Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy�  I was merely stating that issues relating to im-
migration policy are matters for the Department of Justice�  I agree with the Deputy that issues 
relating to widening access to education are very much the responsibility of my Department�  
We do not shirk that nor do we pass it to any other Department�  The approach I take is that it is 
always of benefit to provide access to education for people in our country regardless of nation-
ality, circumstances, background, gender or any other matter�  We have already taken a number 
of steps to do that�  I accept that we need to do more�  Dr� Catherine Day’s report also broadly 
indicates we need to do more.  We could do more on the area the Deputy has identified.  I will 
try to rectify this and I look forward to receiving his email�  I am happy to keep in close contact 
with him on this�

08/03/2022CCC01100Student Accommodation

08/03/2022CCC0120049� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the detail of his plans to increase the supply of affordable on-
campus accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [12748/22]

08/03/2022CCC01300Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: We have an entrenched housing crisis and students and 
families have felt this extremely severely�  I the Minister to outline his plans to increase the sup-
ply of affordable on-campus accommodation.

08/03/2022CCC01400Deputy Simon Harris: I am very conscious of the challenges faced by students with stu-
dent accommodation�  My Department and the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage are working closely together on these issues�  As everyone in this House will know, the 
underlying issue is one of supply�  We need to increase the supply of all types of accommoda-
tion, including student accommodation�  That is why we launched Housing for All, led by the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage which sets out a series of actions which 
will be delivered to address the housing crisis backed by a transformative budget of €20 billion�

In its ambition to deliver student accommodation, I acknowledge that the third level sec-
tor is facing the same issues which are affecting construction developments globally, includ-
ing disrupted supply chains and other constraints.  Very significant progress is being made in 
the Government’s overall housing policy with both housing completions and commencements 
showing significant acceleration and the construction workforce back to pre-pandemic levels.  
Notwithstanding these trends, construction costs and other constraints are acting as a deterrent 
to institutions in proceeding with new developments�  My Department and the Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage are considering whether options may be open to us 
to support increased supply with affordable rental levels.
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With this in mind, I am working with my officials to consider immediate options and those 
initiatives which can be achieved in the more medium term�  I have recently written to all uni-
versities, technological universities and institutes of technology asking them to identify any 
potential local solutions which could contribute to increased supply ahead of the next academic 
year�  This may involve the repurposing of existing buildings�  This is an important, real and 
sincere offer.  We saw in Limerick that there was an ability to identify a local solution and some 
facility that could be adapted there, with funding provided through the council, I believe, and 
that being ready for September�  I would like to see if there are other examples of that�  There is 
an open offer to all higher education institutions, HEIs, in that regard.

More broadly, as for the medium-term strategic change that needs to happen, my Depart-
ment is, as I said, working with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
to examine how student accommodation can be incorporated into other developments aimed 
at boosting land supply, including the Land Development Agency’s plans in Limerick, for ex-
ample�  In my view, student accommodation should form part of the overall residential mix�

I will update the Deputy further in a moment�

08/03/2022DDD00200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I welcome the Minister’s response, in particular the part 
about working with the local authorities to identify for the higher education institutions possible 
locations for student accommodation and buildings that can be converted�  As late as last week 
I discussed that with Atlantic Technological University�  By the way, I congratulate Dr� Orla 
Flynn�  I think she will do an excellent job there, and I know the Minister and I will work with 
her to ensure that Atlantic Technological University is successful�  That is one tangible way in 
which this could work�  The Minister has stated to me in previous responses that he has no plans 
to bring forward a new strategy for student accommodation because the current strategy covers 
2017 to 2024�  That strategy has been a failure�

08/03/2022DDD00300Deputy Simon Harris: I join the Deputy in congratulating Dr� Orla Flynn�  I think she will 
be an excellent president�  I wish her luck and look forward to Atlantic Technological Univer-
sity, ATU, coming into being shortly�

The Deputy has hit the nail on the head�  One of the institutions is already asking what it 
can do locally.  For the first time here we are making a shift in policy and having an open-door 
policy for any local solution or idea that can come forward, particularly those with immediate 
solutions for September�

More broadly, though, I have admitted that we need to change policy when it comes to stu-
dent accommodation�  We do not need better speaking points to explain it; we need to change 
the policy�  That is why I am meeting the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien�  I am looking 
at the Land Development Agency as it develops across the country and whether student ac-
commodation can be a part of that�  The Minister and I are looking at a cost-rental model and 
whether there is room for that, what we need to do and whether there are grant-aid options to 
make it sustainable for the colleges to build�  I will update the Cabinet committee on housing at 
the beginning of April on options in that regard�

08/03/2022DDD00400Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: The reliance on private sector purpose-built student accom-
modation has failed to deliver any affordable student accommodation.  Looking at Mayo, for 
instance, the problem there is that we are concerned that the lack of accommodation will con-
strain the possibilities and the opportunities for Atlantic Technological University�  There were 
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only 24 properties to rent last week in Mayo, and we find that students are competing with 
families, which should not be the case�  We should have purpose-built on-campus accommoda-
tion for students�  This cannot be separated from the underfunding of higher education�  Even 
the on-campus accommodation was turned into a source of revenue for colleges to replace the 
public funding removed under austerity�  It is not the fault of the individual institutions; these 
decisions were made at a Government level�  On-campus accommodation is charged for at near 
the market value because the various institutions need to cover costs�  They therefore try to at-
tract wealthier, more lucrative students to be able to bring in more revenue�

08/03/2022DDD00500Deputy Simon Harris: I probably do not have time to engage on the Deputy’s last point, 
but let me offer some statistics.  While I accept there needs to be new policy initiatives and 
policy levers, some of which I have outlined, it is important to say that since 2016 we have 
seen 12,149 purpose-built student bed units built�  Work is under way on-site on an additional 
3,128 units and planning permission has been obtained for a further 10,493 units�  In addition, 
planning permission for a further 1,028 units has been applied for�  I just wanted to put those 
figures on the record of the House.  In addition, regarding the Atlantic Technological University, 
institutes of technology and technological universities lacked clarity as to whether they could 
borrow to build student accommodation.  That has now been clarified.  They now can, and we 
have put into the mix immediate local solutions.  The piece we are trying to rectify is affordabil-
ity�  What student unions say to me is that this is not just about the numbers being built, which I 
have cited, but has to be about trying to find that affordability.  We have changed the law, as we 
discussed earlier, to deal with some of the difficulties students face in terms of upfront costs for 
student accommodation�  I accept we need to do more and I will bring proposals to the Cabinet 
committee in April�

08/03/2022DDD00600Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions

Questions Nos. 50 and 51 replied to with Written Answers.

08/03/2022DDD00900Apprenticeship Programmes

08/03/2022DDD0100052� Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the staffing and funding allocated to the new national apprenticeship 
office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12775/22]

08/03/2022DDD01100Deputy Joe Flaherty: The programme for Government made a number of key commit-
ments to look at new ways of structuring funding for and promoting apprenticeships�  It recog-
nised that we have to encourage better and wider take-up and target skills to meet the needs of 
our economy�  A plan to deliver this is the Action Plan for Apprenticeship, which has shown the 
intent to create a modern apprenticeship system that is reflective of Irish society and supports 
learners and employers.  I ask the Minister to comment on the staffing and funding allocated to 
the new national apprenticeship office.

08/03/2022DDD01200Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputy Flaherty for the question and for highlighting the 
important issue of apprenticeships�

I am pleased to say that significant progress is being made in realising the ambition for ap-
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prenticeship set out in the Action Plan for Apprenticeship, which I was pleased to publish in 
April of last year�  The further development and mainstreaming of apprenticeship in Ireland 
through the creation of a single unified apprenticeship system has a key role to play in meet-
ing Ireland’s skills needs in a manner that presents a valued proposition for apprentices and 
employers alike�

Key to the delivery set out in the action plan is a new organisational architecture, including, 
as the Deputy has alluded to, the creation of a new national apprenticeship office and a national 
apprenticeship alliance.  The office will have responsibility for all aspects of management, 
oversight and development of the apprenticeship system and for implementing our action plan�  
Under the action plan the national apprenticeship office will exercise, on a shared and conjoint 
basis, the relevant legislative and funding functions of SOLAS and the HEA in this area�  The 
new national apprenticeship office will deliver additional practical supports and information for 
employers and apprentices seeking to engage with apprenticeships�  I am delighted to inform 
the Deputy that Dr� Mary-Liz Trant, who has extensive senior experience in education and train-
ing, has now been appointed as the first director of the office.  She is now providing the lead-
ership required to address the next stage in the office’s development, and I thank her for that.  
This includes finalising the work programme, the staffing allocations and the development and 
implementation of solid governance and financial arrangements, aligned with our action plan.  
I am also pleased to inform the Deputy that a sum of €1 million has been allocated for the first 
year, 2022, of the national apprenticeship office’s operation to allow it to establish, to staff up 
and to begin its work�

I am also pleased to tell the Deputy that the success of what has been a national effort under 
way to promote apprenticeship as a career option can be seen in the fact that last year saw the 
highest number ever of registered apprentices in our country, at 8,607�  That is a 40% increase 
on the number for 2019, which was the last full year before the Covid pandemic, so the last 
comparable year�  Last year 8,607 people put up their hands and said, “I want to be an appren-
tice�”  We need to build on that to meet the skills needs of our country�

08/03/2022DDD01300Deputy Joe Flaherty: I agree with the Minister that we have seen good and much-needed 
progress lately in the form of an increased annual number of apprenticeship registrations�  I 
think the entire House agrees that the creation of a focused, well-resourced national apprentice-
ship office to co-ordinate the apprenticeship system and to drive it forward is essential to this 
delivery�  I am therefore delighted to see the Minister’s enthusiasm for the project and to see the 
commitment he has made to it thus far.  He said €1 million is allocated for the new office but, 
specifically, could he give us some indication as to how it will be staffed?  I know we have a 
director for the office, but what staffing will she have?  More importantly, where does the Min-
ister think this new office will be located?

08/03/2022DDD01400Deputy Simon Harris: I agree fully with the Deputy about the need to continue to pro-
mote apprenticeships.  We have done this in a number of ways.  For the very first time, leaving 
certificate students, when they go onto the CAO website, cao.ie/options, now see all their op-
tions, including apprenticeships, not just the university route�  I always say to students about 
this place, so I will say it to the face of everyone here, that we always talk about building more 
houses in here�  If every Member of the Dáil got together, we probably would not build one 
house between us�  We need to make sure that younger people and not-so-young people get 
the opportunity to become the bricklayers, electricians, plasterers, plumbers and carpenters we 
need to address housing and the green skills needs of our economy�  The employer grant has 
also been transformational�  You cannot have apprentices without employers�  This year we will 
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also have a focus on public sector employers�  The public sector cannot just keep lecturing the 
private sector�  We need every county council and every Department taking on apprentices�  We 
now have a lot of capital to expend on expanding this�

As for the detail, I would need to defer to the director, Dr� Mary-Liz Trant�  We have given 
her the €1 million, she has been appointed to the role and she now needs to do her workforce 
planning�  What I can tell the Deputy is that whatever she needs to make a success of this will 
be forthcoming from the Government�

08/03/2022DDD01500Deputy Joe Flaherty: I take on board that we have to wait for the director to come into of-
fice before seeing exactly what her plans are.  The country agrees we need apprentices rapidly, 
particularly for retrofitting.  It will be a missed opportunity if we do not take a centre and office 
for apprenticeships outside Dublin and the big urban areas�  In the main, apprenticeships and 
apprentices will be drawn from rural Ireland into construction trades and across the agricultural 
and possibly retail sectors� 

Deputy Conway-Walsh spoke of the challenges regarding student accommodation�  The last 
thing we need to do is pile more students into large urban centres, fuelling the fire of the housing 
crisis�  We have an opportunity with the Minister’s statement of intent in terms of apprentice-
ships to reconfigure and recalibrate where we direct and where we house our students.  It is a 
huge opportunity for the Minister and for rural Ireland�

08/03/2022EEE00200Deputy Thomas Gould: We all know apprenticeships have been a scandal over the last ten 
years since the financial crash.  I welcome some of the points the Minister has made about how 
we are now looking at options but he gave 2021 figures of over 8,000 apprentices signed up.  
Does he believe that is enough?  What is the figure we need to reach every year?  I am talking 
to builders, plumbers and carpenters in small and medium family-run businesses�  They are 
looking for support to take apprentices on, including financial support.  Will the Government 
deal with that?

08/03/2022EEE00300Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputies Flaherty and Gould�  In relation to rural and pro-
vincial Ireland, I am pleased we have €430 million in capital funding to spend on further and 
higher education�  From memory, 45% of that will go to further education�  I was talking to 
Longford-Westmeath ETB yesterday�  Capital calls are open for each ETB to come forward 
with projects.  There is a short deadline.  It is the first week of April.  Let us get these projects 
in and start opening more apprenticeship centres around the country�  Good progress has been 
made on one in Galway-Roscommon recently but we need much more�

To Deputy Gould, we estimate we need about 10,000 registered apprentices per year by 
2025�  That is what the plan commits to�  We were at 8,607 at the end of 2021 so things are 
looking good in that regard but we cannot be complacent�  The point the Deputy made on small 
and medium businesses is important�  Until now, we have seen good and growing employment 
uptake in apprentices but we need to make sure it is accessible to all employers�  That is why we 
have brought in the new employer grant offering a €2,000 payment to an employer who takes 
on an apprentice�  I hope that will be of great use�
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08/03/2022EEE00350Third Level Education

08/03/2022EEE0040060� Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will provide a progress update on SUSI reform� [12782/22]

08/03/2022EEE00500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I am sure the Minister has listened to the concerns of students dur-
ing his visits to universities around the country�  Students are asking me and, I imagine, many 
others in the House, what material difference students who apply for the SUSI grant next month 
will notice�  How much has the threshold changed?

08/03/2022EEE00600Deputy Simon Harris: The questions are out of order, my apologies�

08/03/2022EEE00700Deputy Peadar Tóibín: No worries�

08/03/2022EEE00800Deputy Simon Harris: I thought it was the Deputy’s question about the university visits�

Regarding the SUSI grant systems and changes in the thresholds, I will sign regulations this 
week which will increase the income threshold by €1,000 for the grants from September�  It will 
increase the amount of the grant by €200 and reduce the criteria to qualify for the higher, non-
adjacent rate�  It will reduce the distance a student needs to live from the university from 45 km 
to 30 km�  These are three of the initial measures we intend to take to improve the SUSI grant 
system�  I will sign those regulations most likely tomorrow, but certainly this week�

08/03/2022EEE00900Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Students have been radically hammered by the cost of living crisis�  
For the last two years, many students have suffered significantly through the housing crisis so 
many have been forced to live at home and travel great distances to college daily�  I know of 
many people throughout rural Ireland who do not have the public transport to access universi-
ties�  Many of them have their parents drive them to college or to the location where they can 
get public transport, or they drive themselves�  Now they are being snookered on the other side 
of that equation because prices of diesel and petrol are increasing�  They feel that nobody is 
winning in this situation.  They are borrowing money, facing debts and suffering anxiety and 
mental health issues as a result�

One of the promises in the recent budget was reduced transport costs for young people�  That 
has not materialised and today we still do not have that in place�  It is an incredible situation�  It 
is astounding that it was promised in the budget and still not delivered in March 2022�

We need an update on SUSI reform�  Can the Minister say with absolute clarity that stu-
dents who apply for SUSI next month will be treated more fairly and with greater leniency than 
last year�  When will the reforms the Minister has spoken about kick in?  Will they kick in for 
people who apply next month or will they have to wait for the next years for those differences 
in grants?

08/03/2022EEE01000Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy�  I will ask my colleague, the Minister for Trans-
port, to revert to the Deputy on the issue regarding public transport�

The changes I have spoken about will come in for students from this September�  The grants 
will increase by €200 and the income threshold by €1,000�  The qualifying criteria for the 
higher and non-adjacent rate will reduce from having to live 45 km away to 30 km away�  Those 
changes will come in from September�

Deputy Conway-Walsh and I engaged earlier on when any more changes that come in by 
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way of the budget will take effect.  That will be a matter for the budget.

The Deputy has hit on an important issue about stress, anxiety, mental health, worry and 
cost of living�  There is a student assistance fund in place separate to the SUSI grant scheme�  
There is over €18 million in that fund.  It is available through every access office in our publicly 
funded higher education institutions and is there for students who find themselves in hard times 
and in need of additional financial assistance.

08/03/2022EEE01100Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Is that a grant increase of €200 in total?

08/03/2022EEE01200Deputy Simon Harris: Yes�

08/03/2022EEE01300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: That €200 will be consumed very quickly in the increased costs in 
fuel etc� that students will experience�  Can the Minister give clarity on the issue of transporta-
tion?  I know it is not his Department but it is frustrating for students who were told they would 
get this and are waiting for it to happen�  There is no clarity on when it will happen and it is 
happening at a snail’s pace�

Today the Minister provided me with an answer to a written question about salaries in his 
Department.  Since he took office just less than two years ago, just shy of €500,000 has been 
spent on special advisers�  I have asked this of all Ministers because €500,000 is big money and 
would pay full college fees for a year for 167 students.  There is a deep difference between the 
€200 that will be given to students in the SUSI grant increase and the largesse being expended 
on special advisers�  How many special advisers work in the Department and what do they do?

08/03/2022EEE01400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The question is on SUSI but, anyway, I will leave it to the 
Minister�

08/03/2022EEE01500Deputy Simon Harris: It is a broad stretch�  Every Minister has two special advisers, who 
earn less than the Deputy every year.  The Deputy benefits from a salary that is higher than 
theirs and we can work out how many student contributions that would pay for as well�

08/03/2022EEE01600Deputy Peadar Tóibín: There is €250,000 in the Department each year for special advis-
ers�

08/03/2022EEE01700Deputy Simon Harris: I have two special advisers�  Every Minister has two Government 
advisers�  That is a matter of fact and it is well known what special advisers do in Departments�

On public transport, I will ask the Minister for Transport to revert directly to the Deputy�  
Fuel costs are a real issue for all our constituents, regardless of our political affiliations.  I hope 
the Government can do something to assist the public generally and students specifically.  We 
will reflect on the cost of living impacts on students and all people in the country as we ap-
proach the budget�

08/03/2022EEE01800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: There was a reason for the Minister’s confusion�  I let Dep-
uty Tóibín in because the Minister had missed Question No� 51 but, when the Deputy stood up, 
he took a question that is further on�

08/03/2022EEE01900Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Apologies�

08/03/2022EEE02000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It is okay�  Nobody has lost out�  Deputy Tóibín will have to 
wait for that question until his name comes up at Question No� 60�
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08/03/2022EEE02050Apprenticeship Programmes

08/03/2022EEE0210053� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will report on the waiting lists for craft apprenticeships 
and the progress in decentralising the craft apprenticeship model; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter� [12743/22]

08/03/2022EEE02200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: Will the Minister provide an update for the waiting list for 
the craft apprenticeships and the progress in decentralising the craft apprenticeship model?  
When I raised this with the Minister last month, there had been a 17% increase in the number of 
apprentices waiting to access off-the-job training over the preceding two months, with figures 
back up to just under 10,000�

10 o’clock

It will be a missed opportunity if we do not take a centre and office for apprenticeships out-
side Dublin and the big urban areas�  In the main, apprenticeships and apprentices will be drawn 
from rural Ireland into construction trades and across the agricultural and possibly retail sectors� 

  Deputy Conway-Walsh spoke of the challenges regarding student accommodation�  The 
last thing we need to do is pile more students into large urban centres, fuelling the fire of the 
housing crisis�  We have an opportunity with the Minister’s statement of intent in terms of ap-
prenticeships to reconfigure and recalibrate where we direct and where we house our students.  
It is a huge opportunity for the Minister and for rural Ireland�

08/03/2022FFF00200Deputy Thomas Gould: We all know apprenticeships have been a scandal over the last ten 
years since the financial crash.  I welcome some of the points the Minister has made about how 
we are now looking at options but he gave 2021 figures of over 8,000 apprentices signed up.  
Does he believe that is enough?  What is the figure we need to reach every year?  I am talking 
to builders, plumbers and carpenters in small and medium family-run businesses�  They are 
looking for support to take apprentices on, including financial support.  Will the Government 
deal with that?

08/03/2022FFF00300Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputies Flaherty and Gould�  In relation to rural and pro-
vincial Ireland, I am pleased we have €430 million in capital funding to spend on further and 
higher education�  From memory, 45% of that will go to further education�  I was talking to 
Longford-Westmeath ETB yesterday�  Capital calls are open for each ETB to come forward 
with projects.  There is a short deadline.  It is the first week of April.  Let us get these projects 
in and start opening more apprenticeship centres around the country�  Good progress has been 
made on one in Galway-Roscommon recently but we need much more�

To Deputy Gould, we estimate we need about 10,000 registered apprentices per year by 
2025�  That is what the plan commits to�  We were at 8,607 at the end of 2021 so things are 
looking good in that regard but we cannot be complacent�  The point the Deputy made on small 
and medium businesses is important�  Until now, we have seen good and growing employment 
uptake in apprentices but we need to make sure it is accessible to all employers�  That is why we 
have brought in the new employer grant offering a €2,000 payment to an employer who takes 
on an apprentice�  I hope that will be of great use�

08/03/2022FFF00400Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputy Conway-Walsh for raising the issue of Ballyhaunis�  
I will ask my officials to engage with SOLAS regarding it.  A competitive call is under way now 
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and, from memory, applications are due in by the first week of April.  It will be up to the local 
ETBs to prioritise the projects they wish to see funded in the first competitive capital call.  I will 
ensure that my officials and SOLAS are aware of Ballyhaunis.

The Deputy has pointed out the reduced number of apprentices who fully qualified in a 
year.  We must, though, also be truthful about why that was.  We had significant lockdowns and 
restrictions because of the Covid-19 pandemic�  I have seen heroic work done across the sector 
and people trying to reduce those times now when the sector is back at full throttle�  We have 
allocated a great deal of additional support�  That would be acknowledged by SOLAS and the 
ETBs�  We are taking on additional trainers and saying that the backlog for phases 4 and 6 will 
be cleared by April�  We are also saying that by the end of the year, the waiting list for phase 2 
will effectively be cleared, if not fully cleared.  I and the Minister of State, Deputy Niall Col-
lins, who is away on Government business tonight, will be monitoring this aspect closely and 
Deputy Conway-Walsh will be asking me about this issue every time we have questions too�

08/03/2022FFF00500Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: This is about someone taking up an apprenticeship and be-
ing able to do that programme in the set length of time of four years�  I am concerned about 
the drop-out rate as well.  Perhaps that is a figure we can look at another day.  We do not want 
people dropping out of apprenticeships�  The State has saved €55 million, mostly from appren-
ticeship allowances, but has reinvested only €37 million in the programme�  Apprentices have 
not been treated with the same consideration and importance as other third level students�  They 
are vital to our economy, across all areas,  in respect of development of the regions and the op-
portunities that will be presented in that regard, whether in renewable energy, construction and 
everything else that needs to be done�  I am also concerned that the backlog is being used as a 
justification for reforming the traditional model of craft apprenticeships.  There has been a real 
debate regarding why it is planned to dismantle the traditional craft apprenticeship model in 
favour of a decentralised and industry-led approach�  What is the rationale for that change?  I 
am concerned about it�

08/03/2022FFF00600Deputy Simon Harris: The Deputy makes a fair point regarding the voice of the appren-
tice�  For example, if I wish to talk to third level students, I can talk to the USI and if I wish to 
talk to university presidents, then I talk to the Irish University Association, the Technological 
Higher Education Association, THEA, etc�  Who does one talk to, however, when one wishes 
to talk to the apprentice on the front line, other than going around apprenticeship centres, which 
the Deputy and I do?  The new national apprenticeship alliance, which we are just establishing 
and have just signed off on its composition, will for the first time see apprentices have a collec-
tive voice�  It is important to have a voice for apprentices that I, the Deputy and SOLAS can talk 
to and that can be heard�  That is important�

I assure the Deputy that there is nothing to do with Covid-19 backlogs or anything else in 
the idea of having a new structure concerning decentralising the craft apprenticeship model�  
The idea is to have one structure for all our apprenticeship programmes�  We have 62 of them�  
The crafts and trades are so important, but so too is the account technician, the people working 
in insurance, the farm manager and the hairdresser.  We need to have one unified system.  This 
will be done in consultation with stakeholders, with staff and with trade unions.  Their voices 
will be heard, so there is no motive in doing this, other than to genuinely try to create a modern, 
fit-for-purpose and unified apprenticeship system.
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08/03/2022FFF00700Education and Training Provision

08/03/2022FFF0080054� Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of local training initiatives, LTIs, currently in operation; 
his Department’s plans to expand this number; and if he will make a statement on the matter� 
[12706/22]

08/03/2022FFF00900Deputy David Stanton: I have been interested in LTIs for some time�  They could be said 
to be the Cinderella of the training structure�  I am interested in hearing what the Minister has to 
say about the plans to expand the number of people taking part in these training initiatives and 
about the number who took part in them in the past year�

08/03/2022FFF01000Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputy Stanton for raising this issue.  It is not the first time 
he has raised this issue with me and I am aware that he has an interest in the area�  The LTI 
is a project-based training and work experience programme operating under the 16 ETBs in 
partnership with community and voluntary organisations�  In 2021, the ETBs provided 212 LTI 
courses nationwide, involving more than 2,000 learners.  Those are the latest figures I have.  
Training provision organised through LTIs is not intended to be permanent and it is this aspect 
that gives ETBs the flexibility to use resources in the community in response to emerging needs.  
This flexibility is one of the attractive aspects of the LTI programmes.  They enable local com-
munities to carry out valuable and necessary projects of benefit to their communities and are 
designed for unemployed people experiencing difficulty in gaining entry to the labour market.

The importance of the role played by LTIs within overall ETB provision is well recognised�  
I acknowledge that�  All ETB provision is subject to annual funding requests and allocations 
based on learner demand�  The national further education and training strategy, entitled Future 
FET: Transforming Learning National Strategy 2020-2024, sets out the ambition and vision for 
the further education and training system over this period�  The expansion of any FET provision 
will be considered in the context of that strategy and of the new strategic performance agree-
ments that are currently being agreed between SOLAS and the 16 ETBs�

This is an important development�  SOLAS is sitting down with each of the 16 ETBs and 
asking about the strategic plan for further education and training in each area and how all the 
different provisions  will fit into the strategic plan over its full term.  My Department is com-
mitted to the continuing development of LTIs�  We see the important services they provide to 
learners within communities, as well as the important benefit they provide to communities 
everywhere�

08/03/2022FFF01100Deputy David Stanton: Will the Minister agree with me that the staff who work in these 
LTIs are important?  Could he tell me what plans there are to help those staff in their profes-
sional development and to put in place an appropriate future staffing framework, as has been 
mentioned in the national further education and training strategy, Future FET, that was launched 
two years ago?  Is the Minister concerned that LTIs are not mentioned in the national further 
education and training strategy at all?  Will he tell me what can be done to ensure that the staff 
can be secure in their employment?  Is it not true that they go from year to year and that there 
is no opportunity for advancement, promotion, incremental increases in salary or professional 
development?  Would he agree with me that the staff need to be very skilled when dealing with 
a group of students who find it difficult to learn?

08/03/2022GGG00100Deputy Simon Harris: There were a couple of questions from the Deputy�  He can speak 
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about what the document is not referencing but I want to state in this House that it should not 
be taken in any way, shape or form as my view, the Department’s view or the Government’s 
view on the importance of the LTI programmes across the country and the role they have to 
play�  I suggest to the Deputy that the most appropriate avenue to embed that importance will 
be in the individual strategic agreements being reached between SOLAS and each of the ETBs 
individually�  Ensuring the LTIs are embedded in that strategic agreement with ETBs will be an 
important element and something I will follow up on as a result of the exchange we have had 
here in the Dáil this evening�

I know the 2021 funding allocation for LTIs is €18,963,596�  The funding allocation and 
planned provision for this year is due to go to the SOLAS board in April�  The actual spend will 
be available when ETBs finalise their accounts in April.  The Deputy also makes an important 
point about training and continuous development of staff.  It is something I will reflect on and 
engage with SOLAS on.  I am happy to meet some staff members with the Deputy because I 
know he has a familiar interest in this�

08/03/2022GGG00200Deputy David Stanton: I thank the Minister for the final commitment that he will look at 
the professional development of staff and the appropriate future staffing framework, which is 
mentioned in the national education and training strategy�  In this particular instance, however, 
it seems to be missing; it is not there�  I would be very grateful if the Minister could come back 
to me with concrete plans on this�  I put it to the Minister that whatever about SOLAS and the 
ETBs, it is very important that at a national level, from his Department, the policy and strategy 
are fed down as well as up�  I call on the Minister to ensure it happens in this case�

With respect to waiting lists to get into LTIs, does the Minister have information or can he 
come back to me later to let me know how many young people in particular did not get into LTIs 
despite wanting to?  He spoke earlier about these being demand-driven and I put it to him that 
more people want to get in there because of the training and opportunities they get to develop 
themselves and learn�

Is the Minister aware of the Open Doors Initiative?  Has he met its representatives or does 
he have plans to do so?

08/03/2022GGG00300Deputy Simon Harris: I am aware of it�  I have not met them and I am not sure if they are 
looking to meet me�  I would be delighted to meet them and am more than happy to set that up 
with the Deputy�  As the Deputy rightly says, I will ensure that policy comes from both the bot-
tom up and top down, for want of a better phrase.  I will ensure that is reflected in my engage-
ment with SOLAS, the ETBs and my Department�

I do not have the data that the Deputy is seeking�  I will state clearly that I am concerned if a 
number of people, particularly younger people but anybody seeking to access LTIs, find them-
selves not in a position to gain that access�  We are spending more money on further education 
and training probably than ever before and certainly more than in an awfully long time�  This 
is demand-led and we want to provide opportunities for everybody to upskill, reskill and get 
into work with the career they want�  There should not be any blockages like that�  Perhaps the 
Deputy and I could discuss that in more detail�  I will certainly inquire about the data and revert 
to the Deputy�
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08/03/2022GGG00400Apprenticeship Programmes

08/03/2022GGG0050055� Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will report on the low number of apprentices that became 
fully qualified tradespersons in 2021; his plans for the apprenticeship system given the demands 
to deliver on housing, retrofitting and other infrastructure needs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter� [12800/22]

08/03/2022GGG00600Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: Will the Minister report on the low number of apprentices that 
became fully qualified tradespersons in 2021, the plans for the apprenticeship system and the 
demands to deliver on housing, retrofitting and other infrastructure?  Perhaps he could speak to 
needs beyond that�  Will he detail the dealings of his Department, the Department of Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment and the regional skills forum in delivering what we need into the future?

08/03/2022GGG00700Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputy Ó Murchú for the question�  The Action Plan for 
Apprenticeship 2021-2025 aims to ensure the apprenticeship system will contribute to meeting 
Ireland’s skills and human capital requirements by delivering on a target of 10,000 apprentice-
ship registrations per annum by 2025�  Among the 62 apprenticeships currently available at 
levels 5 to 10 of the national framework of qualifications, 25 are craft-related.  More specifi-
cally, they include housing and retrofitting-related programmes such as electrical, plumbing, 
carpentry and joinery, plastering, painting and decorating and the recently-launched scaffolding 
apprenticeship�

Given the practical nature of off-the-job training for craft apprentices, the pandemic shut-
down of on-site learning significantly impacted the ability of apprentices to access this training 
over the past two years of the Covid-19 pandemic�  This has led to some apprentices taking 
longer to fully qualify.  However I am pleased to say that more than 7,500 of the affected ap-
prentices have now progressed in their off-the-job training.  This includes more than 600 final-
year apprentices who have been fast-tracked to complete their qualification.

It is worth noting that overall craft apprenticeship qualification data show that numbers 
qualifying from these programmes rose over the five-year period from 2016 to 2021 from 1,222 
to 1,798.  Despite the fact that two of those years were affected by the pandemic, we saw a sig-
nificant increase in the number of people qualifying from craft apprenticeships.  Furthermore 
and encouragingly, annual intake to these programmes has been steadily increasing from a low 
of 650 in 2010�  In 2021, a record of 8,607 new apprentices were registered, an almost 40% in-
crease on the figures from 2019, in what we call the last “normal” pre-pandemic year, whatever 
that is�  Of those registrations, 5,181 were on construction and electrical apprenticeships�  As of 
January 2022, the latest full-month figures, there have been 376 construction-related registra-
tions�

08/03/2022GGG00800Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I suppose the question is whether we have the throughput we 
will require into the future to provide us with the needs we have�  We are talking about build-
ing and retrofitting and beyond that we have been talking specifically about work on renewable 
energy etc�  Even beyond that we are looking at apprenticeships in non-traditional and non-craft 
training, even taking in training that might previously have happened in colleges�  There is also 
the question of the post-leaving certificate route and whatever other routes are available.

There is work that goes between the Minister’s Department, the Department of Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment and the regional skills forum�  Where will we get the information on 
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the skills and numbers that are required and how that can happen?  Do we even have enough 
employers to take on apprentices etc�?  How often are we reviewing this?

08/03/2022GGG00900Deputy Simon Harris: There are two specific answers.  The expert group on future skills 
needs falls under the remit of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and SO-
LAS is an agency of my Department that looks at labour bulletins and where skills shortages 
exist and which has a responsibility for meeting those skills shortages�

I will take those two specific issues because we have figures for them.  To deliver the ret-
rofitting programme, we believe we need 17,000 additional people working in retrofitting by 
the middle of the decade, or 2025.  To achieve that we will open five centres of excellence in 
retrofitting training.  We have a centre open in Waterford and another in Mount Lucas, County 
Offaly.  We will have three more coming this year, with one in Cork, one in Limerick and one 
in Sligo�  This will give us the throughput to provide the 17,000 workers�  We need to create the 
demand and my message to any tradesperson or craftsperson who happens to come across this 
debate or is listening, it is that these are short, fast, free and flexible courses.  They can be done 
at the weekends and the average person’s training is approximately three days�  It is not a big ap-
prenticeship programme but it is about somebody getting a piece of upskilling�  With construc-
tion, we need 27,500 more people to build 33,000 homes per year by the middle of the decade�

08/03/2022GGG01000Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I appreciate the answers from the Minister and in fairness, I 
probably threw enough down that it would have taken him another ten minutes to go through 
everything individually�  I request a wee bit of leeway, as I am sure many of us have been asked 
questions about moves that will be made to facilitate people coming from Ukraine�  The Minis-
ter is on the record speaking about this�  I am talking about tradespeople doing apprenticeships 
and I have been contacted about people doing medical studies�  Where is the lie of the land in 
that regard?

I will follow up with the Minister on the proposal around the Redeemer centre�  It is basi-
cally a place where people who might not necessarily be initially comfortable in, for example, 
Dundalk Institute of Technology, DkIT, could possibly start courses, including post-leaving 
certificate courses in the likes of that centre.  There will be a need for a funding solution.

Will the Minister indicate if he will meet Oireachtas Members about DkIT in the near fu-
ture?  I apologise for being so broad�

08/03/2022GGG01100Deputy Simon Harris: I might need an hour and a half to reply to all of that�

08/03/2022GGG01200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: You have one minute�

08/03/2022GGG01300Deputy Simon Harris: The DkIT cross-party Oireachtas Members meeting must happen 
and I put it on the record of the House that it will get under way quickly�  The transcript will act 
as an aide-memoire on that�

On the question of students coming from Ukraine and my Department’s responsibility in 
that regard, the Deputy raises an important point�  My Department’s responsibilities will largely 
arise in four areas�  These include English-language supports and ensuring we have provision 
for anyone who comes to this country to access English-language provision�  We are working to 
ramp that up and we have a good network and structure in place already to ensure we can meet 
demand there�



Dáil Éireann

426

We will treat any student who comes here from Ukraine the same as an Irish student in terms 
of access to student supports and not being subjected to international fees and the like�  That is 
a commitment I give now�  The Department will also ensure the continuance of education for 
anybody in the middle of a programme, including Irish students in Ukraine and returning�  We 
are working our way through that but we will meet that goal�

The fourth element is important in the area of skills, as we will provide a personal assess-
ment to anybody coming into the country in respect of his or her own skills and how they may 
match with qualification frameworks here.  It is about ensuring that such people can access the 
labour market too�

08/03/2022HHH00100Further and Higher Education

08/03/2022HHH0020056� Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he has considered the expansion of funding to citizen science map-
ping projects� [12728/22]

08/03/2022HHH00300Deputy Thomas Gould: Will the Minister consider expanding funding to the citizen sci-
ence mapping project?

08/03/2022HHH00400Deputy Simon Harris: I thank Deputy Gould for the question.  I should first say that my 
Department allocates specific funding for research through Science Foundation Ireland, SFI, 
the Irish Research Council, IRC, and the Higher Education Authority, HEA�  In 2021, SFI and 
the IRC spent €257 million on targeted research funding�  Higher education institutions also 
fund research from their block grants from the HEA, in addition to other calls such as the North-
South Research Programme�

Citizen science benefits from this funding.  For example, the SFI Discover programme has 
invited applications for training and engagement activities of citizen science projects�  There 
may also be indirect benefits, for example as a product of individual research projects.  Last 
year the Taoiseach and I launched Creating our Future, a national brainstorm that involved the 
people of Ireland in a conversation on the role research can play in addressing opportunities, 
challenges and hopes for the future of this country and world�  Researchers joined the Creating 
our Future events to speak directly to communities�  This is really important, not just to have 
researchers speaking to researchers but to have civil society engagement�  More than 18,000 
submissions were received from members of the public�

I am delighted that, as a result of one of these events, Insight, the SFI research centre for 
data analytics, is now working with a community group in Oranmore on the Crowd4Access 
project�  This citizen science project empowers citizens to map the accessibility of Irish pave-
ments for those with various mobility challenges, and represents a partnership between citizens 
and professional technology�  It is an interesting area for the Leas-Cheann Comhairle too, I am 
sure�  Insight is also working with the Europe Direct centre based at the Ballinasloe library to 
provide citizen science projects to secondary schools in the locality�  This is precisely the im-
pact we had hoped for when we launched Creating our Future - communities coming together to 
discuss their challenges, engaging with researchers on addressing them and ultimately working 
together through a citizen science project�

I will be bringing the final report of the Creating our Future project to Government, and it is 
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my intention that projects involving all sorts of citizen and community interactions will form a 
continuing part of the engagement by the research community�

08/03/2022HHH00500Deputy Thomas Gould: OpenLitterMap is a citizen science project established in Cork 
city, following a very simple concept�  People see litter and they record it�  This project has 
the potential to assist local authorities in targeting areas where there is constant litter and also 
in helping communities to identify litter black spots�  This research gets no funding from the 
Department, which is very disappointing�  Despite applications to SFI and IRC, they did not get 
funding�  I ask the Minister to make contact and consider additional funding for projects given 
the positive impact they could have�

I came from a housing committee meeting today; 32 years ago the derelict sites register was 
set up and we still have no clear data on dereliction�  The Department cannot give a timeline�  
This is another project where citizens could be involved�

08/03/2022HHH00600Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy and acknowledge his passion in this area�  Just to 
be really clear, I see huge benefit in citizen science.  The Deputy will also appreciate and would 
think it appropriate that when it comes to deciding scientific and research projects to be funded, 
it is important that there are criteria that are independent of me�  That is the way we have funded 
science and research in this country, through our funding agencies, SFI in this instance�

In an effort to be helpful to the Deputy and the project he references, I do run the Discover 
programme and there are open calls each year through a competitive process�  There is inter-
national peer review in deciding what to fund�  The aim of the SFI Discover programme is to 
support projects that address one of a number of objectives, including stimulating and creating 
debate and dialogue among the public, opportunities for dialogue with STEM experts on topics 
of societal importance, inspiring greater public awareness of the impact of STEM, and sup-
porting and building engagement with and participation of a broader range of civil society and 
community groups�  I will send the Deputy the details�  I can also send him a list of the projects 
that have been funded this year and perhaps arrange for an engagement with SFI for the Deputy�

08/03/2022HHH00700Deputy Thomas Gould: As I said, in the 1990s the derelict sites register was established 
and after speaking to the Department, we still do not have data about the derelict sites that are 
littering every community in the State�  That is where a citizen science mapping project would 
be vital�  Citizens could take photographs and upload them to a central database�  We would be 
engaging with the community to tackle a huge issue�  We are in the middle of a housing crisis 
now�  We could use citizen science mapping to support local authorities and the Government to 
identify these projects, to identify these derelict sites and turn them into housing�  The whole 
concept of using citizen science mapping could be turned into a positive�  I spoke to the Depart-
ment officials today and 32 years on they still do not know where the derelict sites are.

08/03/2022HHH00800Deputy Simon Harris: It sounds like a very interesting concept that the Deputy has�  The 
SFI Discover programme is genuinely the route where I would suggest citizen science opportu-
nities may exist for community groups�  In the Deputy’s own county of Cork for example there 
is a project being funded by SFI Discover called Rebel Yeast�  It is an immersive citizen science 
project where volunteer scientists are exploring local woodlands to discover new wild yeasts, 
analyse their samples in the laboratory and participate in planning the research�  The volunteer 
scientists will fully engage with the scientific method through practice and with the research 
and any associated issues before co-signing communication materials for a final public event.  
I assure the Deputy that there is a mechanism for citizen science to be funded�  There is the 
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direct mechanism of SFI and the indirect but really important mechanism of the Creating our 
Future initiative�  There are projects being funded across the country�  Rebel Yeast in Cork is 
an example�  There is a competitive annual process that is internationally peer reviewed�  I can 
certainly arrange for SFI to brief the Deputy further on avenues that may be available�

08/03/2022HHH00900Further and Higher Education

08/03/2022HHH0100057� Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the progress that has been made under the national development plan 
for an increase in investment in further education and training infrastructure; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter� [12763/22]

08/03/2022HHH01100Deputy Dara Calleary: The Minister’s capital budget for 2020 was €20 million and it is 
due to go to €100 million by 2025�  I would like to get a sense of the direction of travel of that 
investment and what kind of priorities the Minister has within the infrastructure budget for his 
Department and for further education generally�

08/03/2022HHH01200Deputy Simon Harris: Under the national development plan published last October, the 
Government has committed to a significant and much needed step-up in investment in further 
education and training, FET, infrastructure, including the realisation of what we call FET Col-
leges of the Future and expansion of apprenticeship delivery�

In the context of this commitment, I was very pleased to announce in February the param-
eters of this ambitious new phase of capital investment in the further education and training sec-
tor�  This investment will include a FET College of the Future major projects fund, supporting 
projects to drive reform of the FET sector, including consolidation of provision in high quality 
facilities, integration of further education and training and realisation of centres of excellence�  
It is open to every ETB now to put forward ideas�  I know from my visit to Deputy Calleary’s 
county that there are already ideas coming from Mayo in this regard�  That is the futuristic 
piece; what we want to do in terms of a new way of delivering and having a modern, fit for 
purpose FET college�  The second funding call for FET is equally important�  It is a strategic 
infrastructure upgrade fund, supporting smaller-scale investments in existing FET infrastruc-
ture which are also aligned with FET College of the Future principles�  We are all very proud of 
the work that FET does but we also know it has been starved of capital for far too long�  This is 
for the projects that might needed to be done for which there has not been funding in the past�  
Those two competitive calls are now open�  It is up to each ETB to prioritise and put forward 
their projects�

Overall, as the Deputy has said, capital investment in the FET sector is expected to increase 
from expenditure of less than €20 million in 2020 to over €100 million a year by 2025�  That is 
a very significant increase.  The sector is excited about it.  We need to build capacity in the sec-
tor not just to identify projects but to deliver them as well�  The next phase of investment will 
position the sector to cater for rising demand, offering a comprehensive range of complemen-
tary options for learners.  There will also be a specific focus on apprenticeship facilities and the 
ability to ramp up apprenticeship provision, particularly in provincial Ireland�

08/03/2022HHH01300Deputy Dara Calleary: I certainly welcome the level of investment�  Recently I visited the 
Mayo College of Education Ballina campus where they are doing some really fantastic work�  
We also had the Minister of State, Deputy Niall Collins, launch the new national outdoor educa-
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tion and training strategy at the Achill college�  I congratulate Michael and all the team there�  
They have seen investment�  Can the Minister tell me that this process is open to every ETB 
to apply for?  In the context of hospitality, for instance, we are facing a major crisis of staffing 
within the sector�  The Minister is probably too young to remember the fantastic work done 
by CERT - I am not, unfortunately�  We need to go back to that kind of local, industry-based 
model�  It strikes me that the FET colleges are ideally placed to do that for tourism and hospital-
ity centres around the country.  The Minister mentioned to Deputy Ó Murchú the five centres 
for deep energy retrofit working.  It strikes me as odd that one of them would not be located 
in Mayo, given the prospects for the county in terms of wind and offshore energy generation, 
which involves particular skills�  I support the call by Deputy Conway-Walsh for the location 
of a centre in Ballyhaunis�

08/03/2022JJJ00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The time is up but the Deputy will be able to come back in 
presently�

08/03/2022JJJ00300Deputy Simon Harris: I hear clearly what the Deputy is saying in regard to Ballyhaunis 
and the importance of that project for County Mayo�  It certainly is the case that these funding 
calls are open to all ETBs�  More than that, I expect all ETBs to come forward with projects�  I 
want to be able to fund €430 million of capital expenditure across further and higher education 
between now and 2024, 45% of that being in the further education and training space�  In fact, 
I want to do more than that�  I would like us to have what we have never before had in further 
education and training, which is a pipeline of projects�  That has been done really well in the 
Department of Education in regard to schools building projects�  We all know where schools are 
on building lists�  We might argue over the pace of development but we all know where schools 
stand�  We need to have shovel-ready projects in further education and training in order that we 
can fund a significant tranche, amounting to €100 million worth of projects, each year by the 
middle of the decade and also to ensure we have projects constantly coming on stream�

It is up to each ETB to prioritise, which is important�  Each board needs to decide on the 
two or three big projects it wants to see progressed�  If they do so, do it well and put in good 
applications, I believe we can see good news for each ETB across the country in this round of 
allocations�

08/03/2022JJJ00400Deputy Dara Calleary: I welcome that plan�  Every ETB should be encouraged to priori-
tise the existing strengths of each region and the educational opportunities that are available�  It 
is important that the Minister takes an interest, as I know he will, in the Ballyhaunis project and 
that there is encouragement for those involved to identify and pursue opportunities�  I certainly 
will be happy to work with him on a location in Mayo for deep energy retrofitting and the provi-
sion of the skills necessary in terms of wind farm and offshore operation.

08/03/2022JJJ00500Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I welcome the investment the Minister and his De-
partment have committed to the south-east region under the national development plan�  Where 
are we at in terms of the full integration of Carlow College, St� Patrick’s into the higher educa-
tion system?  Will it be possible to expedite the integration process following the establishment 
of the technological university from 1 May?

08/03/2022JJJ00600Deputy Simon Harris: I certainly will take an interest in Ballyhaunis and would be de-
lighted to visit the town with Deputy Calleary�  Between the work we are doing in terms of 
the ETBs, capital funding and the Atlantic Technological University coming into being at the 
start of April, it is an exciting time for further and higher education in the north west, including 
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Mayo�  I look forward to working with the Deputy on that�

I thank Deputy Murnane O’Connor for all the work she has done in regard to Carlow Col-
lege, St� Patrick’s, for bringing me there and for the time she has given me on this issue�  I 
acknowledge that the college has played a major role in higher education in Carlow and the 
south east�  I thank the president, Fr� Conn, for his time and courtesy to me�  It will not come 
as a shock or news to anyone when I say that the question of integration into a technological 
university is a matter for the university in question, which, in this instance, will come into being 
at the start of May.  I would like to work with the Carlow College on this.  My officials will be 
meeting with representatives this week to ensure the college can be as well-positioned as pos-
sible to put forward a strong case for integration�  I look forward to working closely with the 
Deputy on this�

08/03/2022JJJ00700Further and Higher Education

08/03/2022JJJ0080058� Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will consider having a higher education institution repre-
sentative at the National Skills Council and the regional skills forums; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter�  [12784/22]

08/03/2022JJJ00900Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: In a slight deviation from my question, will the Minister 
consider including a member of the Higher Education Colleges Association, HECA, as a repre-
sentative on the National Skills Council and the regional skills forums?

08/03/2022JJJ01000Deputy Simon Harris: I thank the Deputy for his question�  I acknowledge that HECA has 
played a very constructive role in its engagement with my Department since its foundation, 
particularly during the Covid pandemic�  Representatives of the association sat on the Covid 
steering committee and there has been no difference between publicly-funded and privately-
funded institutions in terms of the public health-led approach to the crisis�  I thank HECA and, 
in particular, its CEO, Patricia O’Sullivan, for her work in this regard�

Partnership between Government and key stakeholders, including the enterprise sector and 
providers of education and training programme such as higher education institutions, HEIs, is 
a key principle embodied in our national skills strategy�  I assure the Deputy that this principle 
is reflected in a strong voice and representation on the National Skills Council and the regional 
skills forums for higher education institutions.  I take his specific point in regard to HECA.  
The Irish Universities Association, IUA, and the Technological Higher Education Association, 
THEA, which between them represent all but one of the public HEIs in the State, are repre-
sented on the National Skills Council by Professor David FitzPatrick and Dr� Brendan McCor-
mack, respectively�  Membership of all the regional skills forums includes representatives from 
universities, technological universities and institutes of technology�

I am providing the Deputy with full details in writing of National Skills Council and re-
gional skills forums membership, which I trust will be of assistance to him�  I do not want to 
give a prescriptive answer tonight but, in light of his question, I will give consideration to rep-
resentation for HECA�  I am happy to engage further on this issue with representatives of that 
organisation when I next meet them�  I certainly think the proposal merits consideration�  HECA 
has a very important role to play in providing courses to meet industry needs, which it already 
is doing in many ways.  The Deputy has asked me a valid question and I will reflect on it and 
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revert to him directly�

08/03/2022JJJ01100Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: My response to the Minister’s fairly welcome reply will be 
brief.  We are well aware of the role HECA plays, particularly in terms of the courses it offers.  
I understand it currently has 27,000 students nationwide, in colleges ranging from Hibernia 
College to Griffith College, both in Cork and Dublin, and covers courses from business to edu-
cation to childcare�  There is a good balance in terms of the colleges and students it represents�  
I understand the National Skills Council meets quarterly or every two months�  If the Minister 
were in a position by the next meeting to clarify whether HECA has been consulted, that would 
be most welcome�  I am a member of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education, Further 
and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, where we regularly have discussions 
with representatives from HECA�  It is obvious that they are held in such esteem that they are 
invited together with the other representative bodies�  They warrant inclusion on the forums we 
are discussing�

08/03/2022JJJ01200Deputy Simon Harris: I assure the Deputy that I hold HECA in high esteem�  Its repre-
sentatives are very good to engage with, which we do on a whole range of issues�  I have had a 
number of meetings with them and will continue to engage�  In order to take this forward, per-
haps the Deputy and-or HECA would formally communicate with my Department and me on 
the matter�  In that way, we will be able to come back to the Deputy, as he suggested, in advance 
of the next regular meeting of the National Skills Council�

  Is féidir teacht ar Cheisteanna Scríofa ar www.oireachtas.ie.

  Written Answers are published on the Oireachtas website.

08/03/2022JJJ01400Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

08/03/2022JJJ01500An Garda Síochána

08/03/2022JJJ01600Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Now that Covid restrictions have eased, I have 
been happy to meet with groups around County Carlow�  An issue that has come up often is the 
lack of gardaí in communities�  I want to discuss with the Minister the number of community 
gardaí in Carlow and Kilkenny because there certainly are concerns that there are not enough of 
them�  I have written to the Garda Commissioner to ask about recruitment in my constituency�  
I am very concerned about this since we are now centralised, with Carlow seeming to be the 
poor relation in the arrangement�

Rural crime has affected us all, directly or indirectly, and we cannot continue to let it hap-
pen�  People feel they are not being heard on this issue�  I attend the meetings of my local joint 
policing committee every three or four months, which are really helpful�  I compliment the 
members of An Garda Síochána in Carlow on the excellent job they are doing, but they are very 
short-staffed.  The assignment of gardaí to communities is the main issue that is raised at every 
meeting of the joint policing committee�  For example, the Garda station in Leighlinbridge was 
closed in 2013 and, at around the same time, the post office and houses were burgled and ma-
chinery and tools were stolen�  A local Garda station is vital for small rural villages and town-
lands�  Since the Government has promised to reopen the station, I am looking for the date on 
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which the Department of Justice will honour its commitment in this regard�  The reopening is 
urgent and I am receiving calls to this effect.  I would like to see an end to false hope and to see 
genuine action taken�  I have tabled numerous parliamentary questions on this�  I have raised it 
as a Topical Issue many times and have spoken at length about it�  Carlow needs to be made a 
priority in Dublin and I intend to make my voice heard on this�

I want to ask about Text Alert�  Text alerts are vital in the community but cost money, as the 
Minister of State knows�  We need some kind of funding stream�  What sort of funding have we 
available now for communities to help them with text alerts?  They are so valuable, particularly 
to elderly residents in rural areas�  I know this from talking to people�  They talk about the cost 
of living.  Services such as Text Alert will be cut if people cannot afford them.  I am aware that 
there was a LEADER scheme�  Could we have a scheme that would ensure that text alerts con-
tinue and that there is some funding for people?

08/03/2022KKK00200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs(Deputy Colm Brophy): On be-
half of the Minister for Justice, Deputy McEntee, I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�  As 
she will be aware, under section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for the management and administration of Garda business, which 
encompasses all operational policing matters, including the allocation of resources�  The Minis-
ter for Justice has no statutory role in regard to these operational policing matters�

I am aware that the Government is committed to supporting a strong and visible police 
presence throughout the country to detect and prevent crime and provide reassurance to local 
communities across the country�  

To date, the official categorisation of a community garda has simply referred to those who 
are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities and civil society, 
including through giving talks to schools and community groups�  It is important to note, how-
ever, that community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána and that all gardaí have a 
role to play in community policing in the course of carrying out their duties�  Indeed, this is 
fundamental to the new Garda operating model recommended by the Commission on the Future 
of Policing in Ireland and currently being rolled out under A Policing Service for Our Future, 
the Government’s implementation plan for the commission’s recommendations�

An unprecedented allocation in excess of €2 billion was provided in budget 2022 for An 
Garda Síochána�  It includes funding for the recruitment of up to 800 additional Garda mem-
bers and 400 Garda staff.  Many of the Garda members to be recruited will be drawn from the 
Garda recruitment competition that opened just last month�  I am happy to note on behalf of the 
Minister that the number of applications received thus far from those interested in a career in 
An Garda Síochána is high�  

I am informed that as of 31 January 2022, the latest date when figures were available, 97 
community gardaí were assigned to the Kilkenny-Carlow division�  This represents an increase 
of over 14% since December 2017, when there were 85 community gardaí assigned to the divi-
sion�  This allocation comprises 14 sergeants and 83 gardaí�

While the Deputy will appreciate that the allocation of resources is an operational matter 
for the Commissioner, I am assured that the situation remains closely monitored by the Garda 
senior leadership team, particularly in view of commitments to the continued roll-out of the 
operating model of policing at divisional level to ensure optimum use of all Garda resources in 
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providing the best possible Garda service to the community�

I can reassure the Deputy that the Minister, Deputy McEntee, will continue to engage closely 
with the Garda Commissioner in regard to all community safety issues in the context of priori-
tising the delivery of the suite of community safety commitments contained in the programme 
for Government and the justice plan�

08/03/2022KKK00300Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I thank the Minister of State�  It is great to welcome 
the recruitment of 800 gardaí and staff members.  The Minister of State said 97 community 
gardaí were assigned to the Kilkenny–Carlow division but did not actually tell me how many 
gardaí are in Carlow�  Although Carlow is smaller than Kilkenny, I am a Deputy for Carlow-
Kilkenny and believe it is important that I get the figures for Carlow.  It is good to see the 
increase but it is important that Carlow is never left behind�  I always feel it is because it is a 
smaller county.  Therefore, I ask for the figures for it.

I compliment the gardaí I know in Carlow and Kilkenny�  They do an excellent job but it is 
important to see more community gardaí�  This is what we have always wanted in rural areas 
such as County Carlow�  It gives a sense of security, particularly for elderly people�  It is im-
portant that we talk about Text Alert�  I attended a Text Alert meeting recently and it was lovely 
to see the big crowd at it�  It was like a little community event, but there is now concern over 
paying money towards Text Alert�  We need to consider that and encourage people to opt for 
Text Alert more, particularly in rural areas�  There should be funding�  In this regard, we need 
to determine which is the relevant Department�

While it is good that there is recruitment of new gardaí, which I welcome, the Minister of 
State must make sure that smaller counties such as Carlow are not left behind�  I ask that he send 
me the figures for Carlow Garda station.  Well done to everyone involved.  For nearly two years, 
Covid has not been easy on anyone�  Gardaí have played a huge part in calling to people and 
checking on people�  We have to recognise their work but we need to ensure we have enough 
gardaí in the community�

08/03/2022KKK00400Deputy Colm Brophy: I thank the Deputy again for raising the issue�  I will convey her 
comments to the Minister�  It is important to restate the key point I made, that is, that local and 
senior Garda management are consulted during the allocation of personnel�  They are respon-
sible for the specific deployment or assignment of duties undertaken at divisional level.

With regard to Text Alert, I have heard what the Deputy has said�  The budget for 2022 pro-
vided for the establishment of the new community safety innovation fund, but I will convey the 
Deputy’s comments on Text Alert to the Minister�

08/03/2022KKK00500Scoileanna Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

08/03/2022KKK00600Deputy Catherine Connolly: Baineann mo cheist le Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde i Leitir Calaidh 
i gCeantar na nOileán�  Chualamar trí na meáin chumarsáide go raibh an scoil ag dúnadh�  Tá 
cathaoirleach an bhoird agus bainistíocht na scoile ag cur in iúl go mbeidh an scoil ag dúnadh 
ag deireadh na scoilbhliana seo�  Chuir sé iontas orainne go léir, go háirithe na tuismitheoirí 
agus muintir an cheantair.  Tuigim go bhfuil an figiúr sa scoil íseal ó thaobh na ndaltaí de ach tá 
an chosúlacht ar an scéal gur tháinig an cinneadh aniar aduaidh ar na daoine sa cheantar agus, 
mar a dúirt mé, ar na tuismitheoirí�  I dtús báire táim ag iarraidh aird na Roinne a tharraingt ar 
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an bhfógra seo go bhfuil an scoil ag dúnadh�  Chomh maith leis sin, ba mhaith liom soiléiriú an 
raibh an Roinn ar an eolas go raibh an scoil seo le dúnadh�  An raibh teagmháil idir lucht bain-
istíochta na scoile agus an Roinn?

The Topical Issue I have raised is self-evident�  There has been an announcement that Scoil 
Náisiúnta Bhríde, Leitir Calaidh, Ceantar na nOileán, is closing�  The announcement was made 
by an email to the parents, and I heard it on the radio�  It surprised all of us, not least the parents 
of the pupils in the school and the people in the area�  The school has fought many battles and 
has managed to stay open�  It is in the heart of the Gaeltacht�  Already, two other schools have 
closed in the area�  I have brought in the relevant policy, Polasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta 
2017–2022, which was launched with great fanfare in 2016�  One of the best things to come out 
of any Government, as I said at the time, was the very positive policy whereby schools in the 
Gaeltacht could do everything in Irish and get special recognition for that�  There was a process 
and steps, and there was to be extra help�  That policy was in recognition of the urgent need 
to have such a policy for the Gaeltacht areas�  There is a school that is at the heart of the com-
munity, as the Minister of State knows well from his own work i gcroílár na Gaeltachta agus an 
phobail�  Now there is an announcement that it is to close�  Was the Department aware of this?  
Was it made aware of this?  If so, when and how?  What steps is the Government taking in rela-
tion to the matter?  Has the Department been in touch with the school or the board of manage-
ment?  I understand the permission of the Department is necessary when a school is going to 
close, or certainly, there has to be some interaction between the school and the Department�  I 
am seeking clarification on the matter.

08/03/2022LLL00200Deputy Colm Brophy: I am taking this Topical Issue matter on behalf of the Minister for 
Education�  I thank Deputy Connolly for raising the matter�  It provides an opportunity to clarify 
the current position in relation to Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde�

As the Deputy is aware, Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde is an all-Irish co-educational primary school 
with a Catholic ethos.  The current staffing is a principal, one special education teacher post and 
one part-time special education teaching post, with an enrolment of eight pupils in September 
2021�  The programme for Government contains a commitment to continue to recognise the 
importance of small schools�  Small schools are highly valued in their communities in that they 
provide a vital link to local heritage and history, help sustain rural populations and often act as 
a link for sports and social activities�  Coming from a rural background, the Minister is very 
much aware of the huge importance of small schools to communities right across Ireland�  She 
has asked her Department to work with education partners to examine ways to support such 
schools in their communities and to ensure a more sustainable future for them�  In general, small 
schools are considered to be schools with four teachers or less�  A number of positive measures 
have been implemented to support small schools, including an improvement of one point in the 
appointment threshold and a reduction in the number of students required to retain a teacher, 
which was introduced in September 2021�

In respect of school closures or amalgamations, the decision-making authority belongs to 
the patron of the school�  Any proposal to close or amalgamate a school must involve consul-
tation with all of the relevant stakeholders - parents, teachers, students and local communi-
ties - and follow decisions taken at local level�  Such proposals must then be agreed with the 
Department�  The Department has no record of a formal request to approve the closure of Scoil 
Náisiúnta Bhríde�  Furthermore, the Department has been given to understand that the patron 
has not made any decision regarding the closure of the school�  While there has been no con-
tact between the school authority and the Department regarding the closure of the school, the 
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Department has received an inquiry from the school authority regarding the process for school 
amalgamations.  I can also confirm that Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde retains its status with the De-
partment and is participating in the Gaeltacht school recognition scheme, which provides all 
schools in Gaeltacht language planning areas with the opportunity to achieve recognition as 
Gaeltacht schools through the implementation of language-based criteria�

08/03/2022LLL00300Deputy Catherine Connolly: I thank the Minister of State for the clarity of his response�  I 
note that the Department has no record of a formal request to approve the closure of the school�  
That begs the question of whether an informal request was made�  What contact was there be-
tween the Department and the school?  Do I take it at face value that there was absolutely no 
contact in relation to a request to approve the closure of the school, and that permission must be 
granted by the Department, even though the Department is not running the school?

The Minister of State confirmed that the Department received an inquiry from the school au-
thority regarding the process for school amalgamations�  When was that inquiry received?  The 
fact that this school is in the process of getting recognition within the policy, which is excellent, 
is most important�  I also stress the importance of the school to the area, which I will not repeat 
in my limited time�

I must comment on the strangeness of the fact that an announcement was made on the air-
waves and we became aware of the issue that way�  Subsequently, there was a public meeting 
because of the sense of outrage in the community that the school was being closed in this man-
ner�  Yet, the Department was unaware of it, obviously through no fault of its own�  The Minister 
of State mentioned official contact and inquiries.  When was the Department put on notice that 
this school intended to make an announcement that it was closing?  If the Department was not 
aware of it and permission has to be granted, what is the Department’s view of a school board of 
management behaving in such a manner and making an announcement about an all-Irish school 
that is in the process of seeking recognition and is so vital to the community?

The Minister of State has started off well.  I acknowledge that he has given me a clear an-
swer.  Sometimes we do not get clear answers.  I ask him to go into the finer details.  What is the 
Department’s next step in relation to this school, given the importance of it to the area?

08/03/2022LLL00400Deputy Colm Brophy: I thank the Deputy�  Obviously, as I am taking this matter on behalf 
of the Minister for Education, I will ensure that the Minister is made aware of the questions 
the Deputy has raised�  To reiterate the key point, as indicated, the decision-making authority 
for school closures or amalgamations is the school patron�  No request for the approval of the 
closure of Scoil Náisiúnta Bhríde has been received by the Department�  That is all I can clarify 
for the Deputy regarding the matter�  The additional points raised by the Deputy will be brought 
to the attention of the Minister�

08/03/2022LLL00500Mental Health Services

08/03/2022LLL00600Deputy Thomas Gould: The Keltoi rehabilitation unit was closed in March 2020�  We were 
promised at the time that it was a temporary closure due to Covid-19�  It is still closed today�  
Why?  There are serious issues with addressing dual diagnosis in this State�  Addiction is often 
caused by trauma, but so too are serious mental health difficulties.  When they are presented 
together, people often have nowhere to turn�  Keltoi is a one-of-a-kind facility that has helped 
people in these situations�  It must be reopened now�  There were warnings that the closure of 
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the unit would have profound consequences�  Has the Minister of State reviewed the impacts 
of this closure?

There were established care pathways and clear benefits from the involvement of the unit 
in these pathways�  We should be opening more units like Keltoi�  We need more trauma centre 
facilities that provide wraparound services and have high success rates�  We need more facilities 
that are run by the State�  That is what Deputy Ward and I should be asking for today�  Instead, 
once again, we are forced to raise the dire need to reopen the Keltoi unit, the only residential 
facility in the State�

The Keltoi staff have been redeployed, many to roles where they are no longer required.  
They are ready to work and want to return to work�  The services that engage with Keltoi want 
the unit to reopen�  What is the obstacle to this issue being resolved?  Why can it not be sorted?  
People are crying out for help, especially those with addiction and mental health issues�  The 
Government is failing them as a result of the continued closure of the Keltoi unit�  When will 
it be reopened?

08/03/2022LLL00700Deputy Mark Ward: I thank the Minister of State for staying until 11 p�m� on a Tuesday 
evening�  It is much appreciated�  I am going to bring him on a bit of a journey�  I worked in 
front-line addiction services for a number of years prior to becoming involved in politics�  I 
am going to talk about the case of a young mother who sought help for chronic addiction, but 
it could be anybody�  She entered the service I was working in and was immediately provided 
with key working�  She was then given counselling and a care plan was developed for her�  Part 
of that care plan was to get her ready for a drug detox in the Cuan Dara centre in Cherry Or-
chard�  The patient went to Cuan Dara and completed the detox�  She was then ready to go from 
Cuan Dara to Keltoi, which was the natural continuing care pathway at the time�

11 o’clock

She went from Keltoi into supported housing and then into aftercare with Keltoi, which 
continued to support her�  From the supported housing, she went back into her community, 
managed to get her children back in her life and became a very productive member of society�  
Without Keltoi, however, and that continuum of care, that mother would never have got her 
children back and may never have got back into the community or become a productive mem-
ber of society�

  Keltoi works with complex people who have a significant amount of trauma and may use 
drugs to self-medicate and to calm their anxious inner world�  It also helps people with dual 
diagnosis�  The State is absolutely lacking in services for those with dual diagnosis�  A service 
such as that provided by Keltoi is not available anywhere else in the HSE�  Keltoi has been 
closed for two years this month and for those two years there has been a gap in the services of 
the HSE for people looking for rehabilitation and treatment for drug addiction�  We need to get 
this service open�

08/03/2022MMM00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I thank Depu-
ties Gould and Ward for raising this issue�  I welcome the opportunity to inform the House on 
the current position relating to the continued closure of the Keltoi rehabilitation unit�  I thank 
the Deputies for outlining their journey in terms of their work on front-line addiction services 
and the care plan that was provided�

From the outset of the pandemic, the Government identified drug treatment and addiction 
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services as essential services�  I acknowledge the leadership and commitment of addiction ser-
vices, including the HSE, community-based services and voluntary service providers, in ensur-
ing their services operated safely during the pandemic�  There were many innovations in the 
delivery of drug and alcohol services during Covid-19, especially the use of online services�  
The additional resources I am providing for community-based drug and alcohol services and 
HSE addiction services in 2022 will consolidate these gains.  The Deputies outlined the difficul-
ties relating to dual diagnosis�  We are moving in a direction to try to deal with dual diagnosis�

I am aware of the constraints faced by residential drug and alcohol treatment services during 
Covid-19 due to social distancing and other public health measures.  I support the efforts of the 
HSE and voluntary service providers to restore services to pre-Covid-19 levels�  I have pro-
vided an additional €3�3 million to expand capacity in residential treatment services�  In total, 
this funding will provide an additional 475 treatment episodes in a full year�

As the Deputies are aware, the Keltoi facility was identified for use as an isolation facility 
for marginalised and vulnerable people during Covid-19 in CHO 9�  This group of service users 
were not able to isolate in their own accommodation on public health grounds as they required 
specific individual care plans.  It is important to state there are significant numbers of homeless 
and addiction service users in this area, particularly in Dublin north city and county�  The area 
also has a high migrant health population living in overcrowded and quarantine accommoda-
tion.  The HSE has advised there are still significant ongoing demands for isolation in this facil-
ity and that it will be maintained as a Covid isolation facility for as long as required�  I welcome 
the assurance from the HSE�  The continued use of the facility as a Covid-19 response is being 
reviewed monthly in line with national guidance�

I recognise it is vital that individuals receiving rehabilitation services from Keltoi are sup-
ported to continue their recovery path.  I welcome the fact that Keltoi counselling staff in the 
HSE Stanhope Centre are continuing to provide appropriate support services to clients under 
the Keltoi aftercare programme�  I am happy to advise the House that the HSE remains commit-
ted to enhancing residential addiction services in this area, including the reopening of the Keltoi 
facility once it is no longer required as part of the Covid-19 response�  I acknowledge the chal-
lenges faced by service providers during Covid-19 and will continue to support them to fully 
resume services�  I am pleased to inform the House that the Department of Health has provided 
an additional budget allocation of €10 million in 2022 to maintain public health measures for 
people who are homeless and to consolidate improvements in healthcare delivery�

08/03/2022MMM00300Deputy Thomas Gould: To be honest, I am shocked and flabbergasted by the comments 
of the Minister of State�  Keltoi worked with people in addiction or with serious and complex 
mental health issues�  He has come in here two years after its closure to tell us it will remain 
closed�  That is not good enough�  These are people who have serious issues�  Is the Department 
of Health or the HSE using Covid-19 as a way of closing down Keltoi?  If that is what is being 
done, it is not acceptable and Sinn Féin will certainly oppose it�  We should be seeking to pro-
vide more services such as Keltoi�

To give the Minister of State a flavour of the situation, the nephew of a good friend of mine 
named Vincent died by suicide today�  He is the sixth person to die by suicide in my community 
in the past four weeks�  He and his family had certain issues�  He had two brothers who died in 
a similar way�  There are families that need support�  There are families, individuals and com-
munities that are being traumatised�  We need more facilities such as Keltoi but the answer of 
the Minister of State is to close the only such facility we have�
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08/03/2022MMM00400Deputy Mark Ward: As I stated, the continuum of care is so important�  If there are gaps 
in services, vulnerable people will fall through those gaps�  One of the best decisions the HSE 
made several years ago was to make Cuan Dara to Keltoi a door-to-door service�  Before that, 
people leaving the detox centre at Cuan Dara may have had to wait six or eight weeks before 
getting into Keltoi�  The HSE closed that gap because, in the gap, people died�  People left the 
Cuan Dara detox centre after doing a detox and may have started using drugs again because 
they did not have a continuum of care, but did so at the levels they were using before detox�  
Having been through detox, their tolerance levels were not as high and many people died as a 
result of overdose�  It is so important to get this facility back open�  I do not say it lightly but 
it is a matter of life and death�  It is a big gap in the services that are available�  I still do not 
understand why Keltoi, rather than another facility, was chosen to house marginalised people 
with Covid�

08/03/2022MMM00500Deputy Frankie Feighan: I again thank the Deputies.  I acknowledge there are significant 
and specific challenges facing the homeless and addiction service users in CHO 9, in addition 
to the migrant health population living in overcrowded accommodation and quarantine accom-
modation there�  These cohorts require individualised supports to be put in place if they are 
Covid positive as they cannot isolate in their existing accommodation on public health grounds�

08/03/2022MMM00600Deputy Thomas Gould: That is a cop-out�

08/03/2022MMM00700Deputy Frankie Feighan: I am satisfied that demand for the Keltoi unit to be maintained as 
a Covid isolation facility is significant and ongoing and I am committed to ensuring the vulner-
able population in Dublin north city and county are provided for�  It is essential that the HSE 
CHO 9 public health department continues to review the use of Keltoi as an isolation facility on 
a monthly basis to ensure normal services can be resumed as soon as possible�  I recognise the 
importance and value of the Keltoi unit to the community in CHO 9 and my Department and the 
HSE remain committed to enhancing the residential addiction services in the area, including the 
reopening of the Keltoi facility once it is no longer required as part of the Covid-19 response�  I 
assure the House that I have been advised by the HSE that Keltoi counselling staff based in the 
HSE Stanhope Centre are continuing to provide appropriate support services to clients under 
the Keltoi aftercare programme�

08/03/2022MMM00800Deputy Mark Ward: That is not residential�

08/03/2022MMM00900Deputy Thomas Gould: This is the closure of a facility by the back door using the cover 
of Covid�  It is scandalous�

08/03/2022MMM01000Agriculture Industry

08/03/2022MMM01100Deputy Colm Burke: I know the Minister of the State had a busy schedule today in Cork�  
I thank him for coming in at such a late hour to deal with this extremely important issue�  It 
concerns the challenges we face as a result of the war in Ukraine�  As the Minister of State is 
aware, Ukraine produces 17% of the global supply of grain�  If one looks at both Russia and 
Ukraine, they account for 30% of all exports in the global market�  Some 42 million tonnes of 
grain were produced in the Ukraine in 2021�

We have 272,000 ha which are used for cereal growing in this country�  In 2012, it was 
314,500 ha�  There has been a substantial reduction over the past number of years�  What ac-
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tion does the Department intend to take to encourage the farmers of this country to increase the 
acreage for cereal growing this year?  We have a very short timeframe of just four weeks in real 
terms�  I know that there are challenges in the supply of seed and fertiliser�  Earlier, I saw a letter 
to distributors from a major importer outlining that it cannot guarantee supply of fertiliser�  This 
is a very worrying issue and is something that we need to face up to�

This does not relate solely to the supply of grain for the farmers who have dairy and beef 
herds; it also relates to the supply of grain and wheat for food in this country�  We need to have 
food security and I ask the Minister of State to respond on this issue at this important time?

08/03/2022NNN00200Deputy Holly Cairns: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle and the Ceann Comhairle for 
including this important matter for discussion�  The scale and horror of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine is unimaginable.  The conflict will have implications for years to come.  Right now, one 
of these issues is the impact on global food supplies, especially in the context of grain�  I com-
mend the Minister of State on his actions to practically address the issue by encouraging farm-
ers to grow grain but we are eager to hear how that will work�  Like Deputy Burke, I mention the 
issues relating to food security in general.  In my first contribution in this House, I focused on 
food security�  Soon afterwards, in the early days of the pandemic, I focused on it again with the 
then Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine, Deputy Creed�  It is clear that the Department 
did not learn from that crisis but perhaps it will learn from this one�

Despite having such an extensive agriculture sector, we still rely very heavily on food im-
ports�  The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine’s policies and choice of markets have 
forced farmers into a small number of areas, which has very much reduced the diversity of our 
produce and, ultimately, reduced our resilience�  Prior to the crisis in Ukraine, there was already 
a real need to shift away from producing feed grain and to scale up the production of food grain 
for direct human consumption�  There is a real policy need to scale up local and indigenous 
nature-friendly food production�  Increased production of cereals, pulses, fruit and vegetables 
would make Irish agriculture more environmentally friendly, would support Irish producers 
and, crucially, would improve our food security and sovereignty�

Pivoting quickly to tillage would be a challenge for the sector, but it needs to happen now if 
we are to have a grain harvest next year, because , obviously, there are many unknowns�  Exist-
ing tillage farmers often face price volatility and unfair trading practices�  As a result, growers 
will need support.  Can the Minister of State outline the support the Department will be offering 
and the steps it will be taking to underpin that support?

It seems as though it may have, but has the situation prompted a shift in the thinking of 
Minister of State, of the senior Minister, Deputy McConalogue, and of the Department towards 
ensuring food security?  Deputy Burke mentioned fertiliser�  Are we to move away from reli-
ance on that?

08/03/2022NNN00300Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy 
Martin Heydon): I will start by thanking Deputies Burke and Cairns for raising this important 
issue�  The illegal invasion of Ukraine places the people of Ukraine and the dreadful plight the 
currently face foremost in our minds�  The related grain and fertiliser supply issues have led to 
discussions across Europe on the issue of food security and the associated disruptions to supply 
lines�

These issue were discussed by EU agriculture ministers at an extraordinary AGRIFISH 
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Council meeting last week�  An appropriate response is being considered by the European Com-
mission�  On the back of that, we expect some proposals to support the agrifood sector from 
the Commission in the coming days.  We also expect that we will continue to benefit from the 
free movement of food products and that we will continue to import and export food products 
within the EU�  A contingency plan was developed at EU level during the Covid-19 crisis to 
ensure that EU citizens would not face food shortages during crises�  A key part of this plan was 
the establishment of a European food security preparedness and response mechanism to ensure 
exchange of information and strengthened co-ordination on supply chains�  Ireland will be an 
active participant in this mechanism and will be working with EU colleagues to ensure a com-
mon response.  The first meeting of that group overseeing the mechanism will take place tomor-
row, 9 March.  The purpose of the meeting is to specifically discuss the food security impact of 
the energy and input price increases and of the situation in Ukraine�  At national level, we have 
established a rapid response team within the Department to actively monitor the impact on agri-
food supply chains and inflationary pressures arising from the developing situation in Ukraine.

A comprehensive information pack for farmers and their advisers on soils, nutrients and 
fertilisers has been put together by Teagasc in conjunction with my Department�  A series of 20 
fact sheets were made available at the start of this year on how to optimise the use of nutrients 
and to help farmers address the challenge of maintaining their farm outputs in the face of rising 
fertiliser costs and reduced availability�  We met with the farm bodies this evening to discuss all 
possible options available to manage disruptions to the feed supply chain.  Officials from the 
rapid response team have already begun engaging with all parts of the feed and fertiliser indus-
try and we will be meeting them at ministerial level also in the coming days�  A range of issues 
were discussed at this evening’s meeting, with the focus very much centred on feed, fertiliser 
and fuel�

We cannot look at any part of this crisis of spiralling input costs in isolation�  Every option 
has to be on the table to ensure that our farm systems are robust and prepared for the challenges 
in the year ahead�  That is why we have agreed to form a group headed by Teagasc, but includ-
ing all stakeholders, to focus on potential responses�  Among those is the possibility of asking 
farmers, particularly tillage farmers, to grow more crops, in parts of the country where that is 
suitable.  That measure will not be compulsory.  Obviously, different parts of the country have 
different strengths in respect of their agricultural activity.  Some areas have better ability to grow 
tillage crops, others grass and others again forage crops, which could be used by out-wintering 
cattle in order to remove some of the pressure in the context of demand for silage next winter�

On tillage, we are fortunate that the success of higher-yielding winter-sown crops is estimat-
ed to be greater for the coming harvest due to favourable autumn planting conditions�  We are 
also very aware of the compressed timeline we have in the six- to eight-week window for spring 
crop establishment.  Before we decide on specific response measures, however, it is important 
that we engage with all stakeholders to determine the availability of the inputs required, such 
as those relating to seed and fertiliser, farm equipment and grain-handling capacity�  There are 
options in the context of forage crops, the management of silage production and the production 
of maize or beet�  There are many sensible things we can do from an agronomy perspective in 
order to ensure our systems are as robust as possible�

The implications of anything we do require careful consideration�  There is no one solution 
to the issues we face�  We have a diverse farming system and we will need to rely on all aspects 
in the weeks and months ahead�
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08/03/2022NNN00400Deputy Colm Burke: I thank the Minister in particular for his confirmation that there was 
a meeting this evening between the Minister of State and his officials and the farming organisa-
tions�  I agree that there is a challenge as to the lack of clarity on the availability of seed and, in 
particular, fertiliser�  The other issue of course is the cost of fuel�

There is also further challenge regarding the rotation cycle which tillage farmers are work-
ing on with Teagasc, and whether there can be a deviation from that three-year cycle for crops 
on foot of the changes that have occurred�  I ask that this be taken into account in the advice that 
will be offered over the next four weeks.  The priority then, basically, is to try to increase the 
acreage by encouraging farmers to do this and to make all of the necessary supports available 
in order that we can get more people on board to grow cereal crops this year�

08/03/2022NNN00500Deputy Holly Cairns: I thank the Minister of State for the update�  He mentioned a little bit 
about feed and fuel, and that is crucial for the whole sector�  Seeds will play a pivotal role in the 
process, and the Minister of State talked about the availability of seeds to grow crops�  We are 
supposed to declare an interest when we talk about particular matters in the House �  My family 
owns a small seed company�  My mother started the company because seeds are fundamental to 
food�  Without seeds, we simply do not have any food, be it plant- or animal-based�  We need to 
secure seeds not only for this year but for future harvests�  If we are concerned about the import 
of wheat at the moment then I am wondering if the Department is giving the same consideration 
to the concern around the importation of seed for wheat�  Are there plans to save the seed from 
the crops that will be harvested this year and in the years that follow as well?  Has that been a 
consideration of the Department so far?  We have seen figures for how much wheat we import 
and how much of that comes from Ukraine and Russia�  Have we done the same type of analysis 
of seed imports as well and where they are from globally?  I am not aware of them�

08/03/2022OOO00200Deputy Martin Heydon: I thank the Deputies for their follow-up questions�  To respond to 
Deputy Colm Burke regarding the EU response and the deviation in crop rotation, these issues 
are being looked at and the potential response to them will be worked through�  Everything is 
being examined at EU level�  There is also the area of set-aside being talked about, as well as 
the ecological focus areas, EFAs�  If they could be ploughed again, that would, over a period 
and over a large area of the country, give us considerable extra ground�  These are all issues that 
officials in the Department and the Minister, Deputy McConalogue, and the Minister of State, 
Senator Hackett, and I are continuing to engage with at European level to try to get maximum 
flexibility there for an appropriate response in that regard.  I hope to have more clarity on that 
and the type of supports package that might be in place from the EU in the near future, even in 
the coming days�

Deputy Cairns raised points regarding seed, and Deputy Colm Burke raised the point about 
the amount of grain that is produced by Ukraine and Russia�  While we do not necessarily im-
port that directly or purchase it from them, we are part of the global food supply chain and if 
that 20% to 30% of grain is not produced because the war is likely to impact on that, it will have 
an overall impact on world food supply chains�  What we want to do is ensure that our system 
in Ireland is as robust as possible�  The points Deputy Cairns highlighted are valid in terms of 
ensuring not just the immediate focus of the next six to eight weeks of the spring crop planting 
season but also that we look at the years into the future, because the impacts of this conflict will 
be there for some time into the future�  However, we have a very resilient and robust agriculture 
sector�  Farmers are very good at working together, and have done so in the past�  With the sup-
port of the Government, the Department and the farming organisations we met this evening, 
we will work together across all the industry, which has a key role to play here, to ensure we 
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support the farmers to do what needs to be done to avoid a crisis�  We do not have a crisis in 
food security right now and we do not have a feed crisis, but we want to make sure we do not 
have one next winter�  That is why we must use the time we have now, the best available to us, 
to support farmers to do what needs to be done to secure the food supply chain into the future�

Cuireadh an Dáil ar athló ar 11�13 p�m� go dtí 9�12 a�m�, Dé Céadaoin, an 9 Márta 2022�

The Dáil adjourned at 11�13 p�m� until 9�12 a�m� on Wednesday, 9 March 2022�


