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           Questions Nos. 1 to 3, inclusive, answered orally.

24/02/2022WRA00400Departmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRA005004. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if the additional cost of living for those with disabilities, as highlighted in the Cost 
of Disability report by a company (details supplied), will be factored into the forthcoming basic 
income for artists scheme to ensure artists with disabilities have equal support; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10698/22]

24/02/2022WRA00600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Basic Income for the Arts Pilot scheme will run over a three year period and the 
intention is to research the impact a basic income would have on artists and creatives work pat-
terns by providing the opportunity to participants to focus on their practice, and to minimise the 
loss of skills from the arts as a result of the pandemic.   

Stakeholder engagement has been core to the policy development process and this included 
a stakeholder forum on 15 December 2021, where over 150 participants from 50 artists and 
arts workers resource and representative bodies came together to discuss the proposal. This 
included representatives from disabled artists organisations and disabled artists. 

Following that forum, I held a public consultation throughout the month of January.  This 
public consultation closed three weeks ago and my Department received a significant number 
of submissions, reflecting the high level of interest in this new policy intervention. My officials 
are currently reviewing the submissions and a report on the consultation is currently being pre-
pared which will be published in the coming weeks. 

The impact of such a scheme on artists with disabilities is a theme that has been raised 
throughout the consultation and I can assure the Deputy that it is a matter I take very seriously.  

I am aware of the report on the Cost of Disability to which the Deputy referred and which 
was commissioned by my colleague the Minister for Social Protection.  The findings of the re-
search have implications for many areas of public policy including the delivery of care services, 
health, housing, education, transport and income supports.  The Government has referred the 
report on the Cost of Disability to the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Steering Group. 
This Steering Group is chaired by my colleague the Minister of State with responsibility for 
Disability, Anne Rabbitte.  All Departments have been asked to consider actions that are cur-
rently being implementing and any proposed new actions that they will be undertaking in the 
context of the findings of the Report. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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I can assure the Deputy that the issue of artists will disabilities is something which I am 
focused on. I believe that the Basic Income for the Arts has the potential to help artists and 
creative arts workers with disabilities overcome labour market barriers by creating a self-sus-
taining creative practice, operating on a self-employed basis. 

  Questions Nos. 5 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

24/02/2022WRA00800Sports Facilities

24/02/2022WRA0090014. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will consider making funding available to assist sporting bodies to im-
prove their stadium facilities; if locations have been identified for such potential funding; the 
number of bodies that have contacted her seeking such funding; and the names and location of 
each. [10151/22]

24/02/2022WRA0100026. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her views on the potential of Government to fund local authority-run com-
munity playing fields; if she will consider funding to purchase such land; and if her Department 
will fund the construction and fit-out of such facilities. [10149/22]

24/02/2022WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 14 and 26 together.

In relation to my Department’s responsibilities, two schemes provide grant assistance to 
both local authorities and sporting organisations for the development and improvement of com-
munity playing fields, sports stadia and sports facilities generally.

The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is the primary vehicle for Gov-
ernment support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of 
non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Inevitably, the Programme is oversub-
scribed however, and it does not cover the purchase of land or buildings. Over 13,000 projects 
have now benefited from sports capital funding since 1998, bringing the total allocations in that 
time to over €1.1 billion.  

The Programme for Government commits to continuing the SCEP and to prioritising this 
investment in disadvantaged areas.

The 2020 round of the Programme closed for applications on 1 March 2021.  By this date, 
3,106 applications were submitted seeking over €200 million in funding.  This is the highest 
number of applications ever received.   

Approximately one thousand of the submitted applications were for ‘equipment-only’ proj-
ects. These applications were assessed first and grants with a total value of €16.6 million were 
announced on 6 August 2021. The remaining capital applications were then assessed and 1,865 
individual grant offers with a total value of over €143.8 million were announced on Friday 11 
February 2022. 

The grants as announced included a significant number of allocations to local authorities 
for the improvement of playing pitches and to sporting organisations for improvements to their 
sports grounds. Details of all applications submitted under the 2020 round can be viewed on 
www.gov.ie. All valid capital applications received a grant offer and all allocations can also be 
viewed on a county basis on the same site.   
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All unsuccessful applicants will be able to appeal the Department’s decision. When the ap-
peals process is complete, a full review of the 2020 round of the SCEP will be undertaken and 
any recommendations contained therein will be factored in to the terms and conditions of the 
next round.  The precise timing of the next round of the Programme will be announced once 
this review is complete. 

Funding is also provided by my Department to Local Authorities and sporting organisations 
for the development and improvement of community playing fields, sports stadia and sports 
facilities under the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). The LSSIF is designed for 
projects where the grant sought is greater than the maximum available under the SCEP. The first 
allocations under the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and thus far, approximately €86.4 
million has been awarded to 33 different proposals.  Details of all grants, including those related 
to stadium improvements,  are published on the Gov.ie website. While the priority in the short 
term is to advance all of the successful projects, as it is now two years since the first allocations 
were made, and in view of the issues faced by grantees as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it was considered timely to review progress on all projects allocated grants. My Department has 
now met with all successful grantees and work is at an advanced stage in drafting the review. I 
expect this work to be finalised shortly.

Once that review is complete the scope for awarding any additional LSSIF grants, adjusting 
the level  of existing grants and the timing of any new call for proposals under the LSSIF will 
be considered.  

In relation to contacts by sporting organisations, as the Deputy will be aware, the SCEP 
and the LSSIF are important to numerous communities and sports organisations throughout the 
country and I receive regular representations on both. I am always willing to engage with inter-
ested parties on the programmes given their huge benefits for so many people, communities and 
clubs. The recent record package of €150 million in new capital grants under the SCEP (when 
account is taken of the €6 million kept in reserve to deal with the appeals process) reflects the 
government’s ongoing support to sport as the sector emerges from the challenges of the past 
two years. 

24/02/2022WRA01200Údarás na Gaeltachta

24/02/2022WRA0130015. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén leagan amach atá i gceist maidir leis an dul i gcomhairle maidir le 
hÚdarás na Gaeltachta agus struchtúr an Bhoird; cén uair atá súil aige a bheith in ann cinntí a 
dhéanamh faoin gceist seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10472/22]

24/02/2022WRA01400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, luaitear sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéan-
far athbhreithniú ar struchtúir fheidhmiúcháin agus rialachais Údarás na Gaeltachta, agus ar an 
bpróiseas roghnúcháin/toghacháin i ndáil le Bord an Údaráis.

Mar a bhaineann sé leis an athbhreithniú ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin/toghcháin i ndáil le 
bord an Údaráis, cuireadh tús le gairid le comhairliúchán poiblí mar chuid den athbhreithniú. 

Tá sé seo á dhéanamh sa chaoi is go mbeidh an deis chuí ag páirtithe leasmhara agus ag an 
bpobal trí chéile a dtuairimí faoin ábhar a roinnt i scríbhinn leis an Roinn.  Is féidir aighneacht 
a dhéanamh faoin ábhar idir seo agus an 25 Márta tríd an ceistneoir ina leith -  a bhfuil fáil air 
ar gov.ie, a chomhlánú agus a sheoladh chun na Roinne idir seo agus sin. Ós rud é gur comhair-
liúchan poiblí é seo, foilseofar na haighneachtaí a fhaigtear ar shuíomh idirlín na Roinne in am 
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tráth.

Comhthreomhar leis an bpróiseas sin, leanfaidh mo Roinn ag obair mar is cuí i gcomhar 
leis an Oifig um Sholáthar Poiblí, i dtreo sainchomhairleoireacht a aimsiú chun tabhairt faoin 
athbhreithniú foriomlán agus moltaí ina leith a sholáthar don Roinn maidir leis an ábhar. 

Is é an cuspóir trí chéile a chinntiú go mbeidh fáil ag an Údarás ar an saineolas, na scile-
anna agus an t-ionchur pobail ábhartha agus cuí atá de dhíth le go mbeidh an bord in ann tacú 
le feidhmeannas an Údaráis a chuid feidhmeanna a chomhlíonadh go héifeachtúil agus go hé-
ifeachtach, ar leas na pobail Ghaeltachta a ndéanann an tÚdarás freastal orthu.

Mar is eol don Teachta, faoi réir na bhforálacha ábhartha de na hAchtanna um Údarás na 
Gaeltachta, arna leasú faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, is ar feadh tréimhse cúig bliana a mhaire-
ann ceapacháin ar bhord an Údaráis de ghnáth. Ós rud é gur ceapadh an Bord reatha i mí Eanáir 
2018 tiocfaidh deireadh lena shaolré i mí Eanáir 2023. Is é seo an dara bord atá ceaptha faoi na 
socruithe reatha réamhluaite.

Question No. 16 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRA01600Arts Council

24/02/2022WRA0170017. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the current vacancies on the board of the Arts Council; the reason for these vacan-
cies; when they will be filled; the process for filling these vacancies; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10426/22]

24/02/2022WRA01800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): There are six vacancies existing on the Board of the Arts Council at present.  These 
vacancies arose from the mid-term resignation of one member at the end of 2020 and with the 
expiry of five members’ terms at the end of 2021. Under the Arts Act 2003, there is a Chair 
and 12 ordinary members on the Board of the Arts Council, all appointed by the Minister for a 
period of five years.

The Public Appointments Service (PAS) has responsibility for putting in place an open, ac-
cessible, rigorous and transparent system to support Ministers in making appointments to State 
Boards

The vacancies in question were advertised openly on the State Boards portal www.state-
boards.ie operated by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) on 15 September 2021.  By the 
extended closing date on 13 October 2021 a total of 108 expressions of interest were received.  

A PAS assessment panel was then set up to examine the applications received for appoint-
ment to the Board of the Arts Council. The Arts Council requires a skills mix that allows it to 
fulfil its statutory functions under Section 11 (1) of the Arts Act. The panel identified sixteen 
candidates who met the specific criteria required of members of the Board of the Arts Council.  

The Public Appointments Service has written to me and, following a period of careful con-
sideration, I have now decided on the candidates that I am appointing to the Arts Council.  Both 
successful and unsuccessful candidates are today being notified of the outcome of the process.  
I have treated this decision with the utmost importance as I am aware that each appointee will 
serve on the board for a minimum of 5 years.

There is a statutory gender balance on the Arts Council.  Section 11(7) of the Arts Act speci-
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fies that of the members of the Council, not less than 6 of them shall be men and not less than 
6 of them shall be women.   This is in line with the Government’s target of at least 40% for 
representation of each gender on State Boards.

There is an Information Booklet Archive on the stateboards.ie website where previous In-
formation Booklets can be found including that published for the Arts Council.

There is also information published on the Arts Council website including the minutes of 
the Council’s plenary meetings.  

24/02/2022WRA01900Broadcasting Sector

24/02/2022WRA0200018. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media if a decision has been made by the Government in relation to alternative funding for 
public service broadcasting or the future of the television licence; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10455/22]

24/02/2022WRA02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A vibrant, diverse and independent media sector is vital for not only our democracy 
but our cultural development. However, it is a sector that is undergoing fundamental change and 
faces significant challenges.

Acknowledging both the importance of the sector and the rapidly changing landscape in 
which it operates, the Programme for Government committed to the establishment of the Future 
of Media Commission.

Chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, the Commission was tasked with considering the 
future of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion; and to consider the 
potential measures required to ensure that our public service media continues to play its essen-
tial role within our society. This included considering how public service media can be funded 
in a way that is sustainable, gives greater security of funding, ensures independent editorial 
oversight and delivers value for money; and to make recommendations on RTÉ’s role, financing 
and structure within the public service media framework.

After extensive engagement with stakeholders and the wider public, the Commission com-
pleted its work and submitted its report to the Taoiseach and myself last Autumn. The Report’s 
recommendations are far-reaching and will inform media and broadcasting policy in the com-
ing years. 

As such, they have required careful and detailed consideration, particularly in light of a 
range of other complex and inter-related issues that will require decisions by Government in 
the wider media and digital space. These include the recently published national digital strategy 
Harnessing Digital – The Digital Ireland Framework and Ireland’s approach to the implementa-
tion of the forthcoming Digital Services Act. 

The report is being considered by An Taoiseach. myself and other relevant Ministers with a 
view to it being brought to Government for consideration shortly.

24/02/2022WRA02200Online Safety

24/02/2022WRA0230019. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the progress that has been made regarding recruitment of an online safety commis-
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sioner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10440/22]

24/02/2022WRA02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): One of the most important aspects of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill is 
that it establishes a new, powerful regulator to enforce accountability in the sector. Coimisiún 
na Meán will include an Online Safety Commissioner to enforce not just this legislation, but 
also additional legislation and measures that will be brought forward at European level in the 
coming years. The goal of the Online Safety Commissioner will be to minimise the availability 
of defined categories of harmful online content through binding Online Safety Codes, includ-
ing certain criminal content, serious cyberbullying content, content promoting self-harm and 
suicide and content promoting eating disorders. The Commissioner will have specific regard to 
the effects of such content on children when defining and enforcing the Online Safety Codes.

A programme of work is now underway to secure the recruitment of key staff with the rel-
evant skills and experience to establish and lead An Coimisiún and to lay the groundwork for 
the commencement of its regulatory functions. This includes managing the transition of Broad-
casting Authority of Ireland staff and functions to An Coimisiún, while at the same time ensur-
ing the continuity of existing broadcasting regulation set out under the Broadcasting Act 2009. 

The recruitment of the Online Safety Commissioner is a priority. Work is currently under-
way between my officials and officials from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
and the Public Appointments Service to secure the recruitment of the Online Safety Commis-
sioner through an open, transparent and effective public competition.

As provided for by the Bill, the recruitment of the Online Safety Commissioner will be 
carried out by the Public Appointments Service. I would expect that this critical post would be 
advertised in the second quarter of 2022 at the latest.

In terms of the timeline of the Bill itself, the second milestone in the progress of the Bill 
through the Houses was completed on Tuesday, when the Bill competed Second Stage in Se-
anad Éireann. That debate provided an opportunity for me to outline what I believe are the most 
important provisions of the Bill, including the establishment of An Coimisiún, and for me to 
listen to perspectives of Senators from all sides of the House.

Based on that debate, and the widespread recognition of the importance of the Bill, I am 
confident that we as parliamentarians can complete our consideration of the Bill by the Summer 
recess.  I acknowledge that this is an ambitious timeline for a Bill of this scope and scale. How-
ever, I believe this will still allow us to give extensive consideration to the Bill in Committee 
and Report Stages in both Houses. I know that Members of both Houses are as committed as 
I am to the enactment of the Bill and to the formal establishment of An Coimisiún and com-
mencement of its operation.

24/02/2022WRA02500Tourism Policy

24/02/2022WRA0260020. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans for ecotourism infrastructure in rural areas; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10092/22]

24/02/2022WRA02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As our economy and society begins to open up post COVID-19, we have an opportu-
nity to address sustainable development and management more meaningfully within the tour-
ism ecosystem.  Central to developing a more resilient and sustainable tourism sector will be 
an increased focus on the promotion and development of sustainable tourism practices such as 
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ecotourism.  Late last year, I brought a report to Government which identifies a suite of actions 
that will promote sustainable tourism practices which can be implemented prior to the devel-
opment of a new national tourism policy.  The successful implementation of these actions will 
shine a light on areas and destinations that are striving to be best in class in terms of sustain-
ability and provide better access to information and tools for the tourism industry and visitors 
to practice responsible tourism.

I am very aware of the important role that tourism plays as a driver of rural economies and I 
am committed to a continued focus on the potential of tourism to facilitate the development of 
our rural areas.  As we rebuild our tourism sector we will seek to realise Ireland’s ambition to 
be amongst the world leaders in sustainable tourism practices and to set out a path for a green 
transition of the tourism industry and for our destinations to become leading sustainable tour-
ism destinations.

Our overall tourism product offering has led to Ireland being recognised internationally as 
a year-round, high-quality tourism destination in both urban and rural settings.  The further 
development of our tourism product offering, including any specific plans relating to environ-
mentally sustainable tourism or eco-tourism, is an operational matters for Fáilte Ireland.  Ac-
cordingly, I have referred this question to the agency for direct response to the Deputy.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Question No. 21 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRA02900Sports Facilities

24/02/2022WRA0300022. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the Government is fully committed to the redevelopment of a stadium (de-
tails supplied); and, if so, the commitment that will be given for large-scale capital grant fund-
ing to be put in place for the redevelopment of the stadium in 2022. [10405/22]

24/02/2022WRA03100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Dublin City Council’s proposal for the development of 
Dalymount Park was among the successful projects to be awarded funding under the Large 
Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). A grant of €918,750 was awarded under Stream 1 of 
the LSSIF towards the cost of bringing the project to tender stage and a formal grant agreement 
has been signed by Dublin City Council and my Department. 

Design work is progressing and my Department made its first payment in respect of this 
grant towards the end of last year.

Advancing the project to construction stage is a matter for Dublin City Council in the first 
instance. For my part, I remain committed to providing the necessary support to ensure all of 
our sport infrastructure is fit for purpose. The recent announcement of a record €150 million 
package of investment under the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme shows the high 
priority which the Government has placed on sport investment. In relation to possible grant as-
sistance for the construction of Dalymount Park, my Department is currently finalising a review 
of all projects in receipt of LSSIF funding. Once that review is complete the scope for awarding 
any additional grants, adjusting the level of existing grants and the timing of any new call for 
proposals will be considered. Any future application for funding towards construction work at 
Dalymount will be considered on its own merits in line with the assessment criteria of any new 
call for proposals.
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24/02/2022WRA03200Sports Funding

24/02/2022WRA0330023. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when the review of allocations under the large-scale sport infrastructure fund 
is due to be completed; when additional grants and the timing of new call for proposals will be 
considered; if a project (details supplied) will be considered; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9884/22]

24/02/2022WRA03400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) was 
launched in 2018 to provide Exchequer support for larger sports facility projects, including 
swimming pools, with at least €100 million being made available over the period to 2027.

The first allocations under the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and, thus far, approx-
imately €86.4 million has been awarded to 33 different proposals. The total funding applied for 
under the scheme significantly exceeded the amount available to allocate and it was not possible 
to allocate grants to many worthy projects, including the proposal referred to by the Deputy. It 
was also not possible to  provide all successful applicants the full amount sought. 

While the priority in the short term is to advance all of the projects that were allocated fund-
ing, as it is now two years since the first allocations were made, and in view of the issues faced 
by grantees as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was considered timely to review progress 
on all projects allocated grants. My Department has now met with all successful grantees and 
work is at an advanced stage in drafting the review. I expect this work to be finalised shortly.

Once that review is complete the scope for awarding any additional grants, adjusting the 
level  of existing grants and the timing of any new call for proposals will be considered. 

24/02/2022WRA03500Irish Language

24/02/2022WRA0360024. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if consideration will be given to providing funding to develop the Irish lan-
guage in areas of Cork city and county, similar to the BÁC le Gaeilge project in Dublin; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10312/22]

24/02/2022WRA03700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): My Department is committed to developing the use of the 
Irish language in Cork City and County.  Funding has been provided by the Department over 
the years to the Irish language organisation, Gael-Taca Teo., for the promotion of the language 
in the community and business sectors, similar to the BÁC le Gaeilge initiative in Dublin.  
Funding is also currently being provided by Foras na Gaeilge to Gael-Taca under the statu-
tory language planning process in order to develop a language plan for Cork City.  The latest 
grant agreement - worth circa €94,000 annually - between my Department and Gael-Taca for 
the development of the language in the community and business sectors  covered the period 
2018-2020. Since the expiration of this grant agreement, my Department has been working with 
Gael-Taca to strengthen the organisation’s governance structure and processes with a view to 
agreeing a funding package for the coming years.  With this in mind, discussions are currently 
underway with a number State institutions based in the city to assist Gael-Taca in this regard.  
Assuming the successful conclusion of these discussions and the agreement of Gael-Taca to 
proposals regarding the strengthening of governance arrangements within the organisation, the 
Department will be willing to examine the possibility of providing further funding for the de-
velopment of the Irish language in the city, using Gael-Taca as a vehicle for same.
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24/02/2022WRA03800Sports Events

24/02/2022WRA0390025. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if an update will be provided on the Government’s engagement with the joint 
bid for Euro 2028 by Ireland and the UK; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10321/22]

24/02/2022WRA04000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The football associations in the UK and Ireland recently 
indicated their intention to bid to jointly host the UEFA European Championships in 2028.   Ire-
land was due to host part of the 2020 iteration of those championships; the Department worked 
closely with the Football Association of Ireland (FAI) in bidding for and preparing to co-host 
the 2020 event, so I am well aware of the significance and scale of the tournament and what a 
positive experience it could be to jointly host it in 2028. 

In terms of Government support for a potential bid to host the 2028 championships, while I 
and the Department are positively disposed to such a bid, we will need to have a clearer under-
standing of the costs and benefits of jointly hosting the event before committing to supporting 
a bid

To that end, the Department is engaging closely with the FAI in order to better evaluate the 
case for bidding for Euro 2028 and no commitments have been made at this point. 

Question No. 26 answered with Question No. 14.

24/02/2022WRA04200Departmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRA0430027. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if all arts workers, not only performers and artists but including crew 
and technicians, will be eligible for the basic income pilot scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10513/22]

24/02/2022WRA0440031. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the reason she is limiting the basic income pilot scheme to 2,000 ap-
plicants; if she will reconsider this number given that it represents a very small cohort of those 
working in the arts and culture; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10514/22]

24/02/2022WRA0450037. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the basic income guarantee pilot scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10424/22]

24/02/2022WRA0460041. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 99 of 20 January 2022, the expected 
timeline for the opening of the basic income pilot scheme for artists; the number of submissions 
received in the public consultation; the status of the review of the public consultation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10316/22]

24/02/2022WRA0470057. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the status of establishing the eligibility criteria for the basic income pilot 
scheme for workers in the arts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10512/22]

24/02/2022WRA0480060. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of progress relating to the basic income for artists pilot scheme fol-
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lowing the stakeholder forum; if she has received the report of the forum’s findings; and if there 
is a new timeline for delivery of the scheme given that the target of opening the scheme for 
applications in early quarter 1 of 2022 has now been missed. [10452/22]

24/02/2022WRA04900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 27, 31, 37, 41, 57 and 60 together.

The Basic Income for the Arts Pilot scheme will run over a three year period and the inten-
tion is to research the impact a basic income would have on artists’ and creatives’ work patterns 
by providing the opportunity to focus on their practice, and to minimise the loss of skills from 
the arts as a result of the pandemic.  

Stakeholder engagement has been core to the policy development process and this included 
a stakeholder forum on 15 December 2021, where over 150 participants from 50 artists and arts 
workers resource and representative bodies came together to discuss the proposal.  Following 
that forum I held a public consultation throughout the month of January. 

The purpose of the consultation was to ensure that the general public, artists, and those 
working in the arts and culture sector have the opportunity to contribute to policy development 
for the pilot scheme and to offer suggestions from their experiences as artists, arts workers, and 
members of resource organisations on key issues such as the schemes objectives, eligibility 
criteria, supporting emerging artists and participant responsibilities.

The public consultation closed three weeks ago and my Department received a significant 
number of submissions, reflecting the high level of interest in this new policy intervention. Offi-
cials in my Department are currently reviewing the submissions and a report on the consultation 
is currently being prepared which will be published  shortly. 

I am at present giving consideration to the feedback of the sector received through the 
consultation as I finalise the eligibility criteria for the pilot scheme.  Such a significant policy 
intervention takes time to operationalise and final details of the selection process, number of 
participants, eligibility criteria, rate of payment etc. are being reviewed following the consulta-
tion. However, the following broad parameters have been agreed:

- Participation in the scheme will not be based on a means test.

- It will be a non-competitive process, therefore once a person satisfies the eligibility criteria 
they will be included in a randomised selection process.

- A number of unsuccessful applicants will be invited to participate in a control group to 
facilitate a comprehensive ex post appraisal of the pilot in due course.

I have always stated that my ambition is to open the scheme for applications in the first 
quarter of 2022 and that remains the case.  My Department is currently finalising the scheme 
taking on board the feedback from the consultation and I expect to make an announcement in 
the coming weeks. 

As this is a pilot scheme with the intention of researching what the impact of a basic income 
style support would have on the arts sector, it would not be appropriate to extend it to everyone 
in the sector at pilot stage.  The three year research programme will collect data to provide the 
evidence base regarding impact.  A decision based on the outcome of the research would then 
need to be taken by Government as to if the scheme were to become a permanent intervention 
and if it would be extended to all eligible artists and creative arts workers. 

The Basic Income for the Arts pilot is a key priority of mine.  I believe the pilot scheme will 
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bring new life and support to the Arts and Cultural Sector and I hope it will provide an impor-
tant legacy for our artists and creatives. 

24/02/2022WRA05000Sports Funding

24/02/2022WRA0510028. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the large-scale sports infrastructure fund is due to reopen for applications; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10338/22]

24/02/2022WRA05200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) was 
launched in 2018 to provide Exchequer support for larger sports facility projects, including 
swimming pools, with at least €100m being made available over the period to 2027.

The first allocations under the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and, thus far, ap-
proximately €86.4m has been awarded to 33 different proposals. The total funding applied for 
under the scheme significantly exceeded the amount available to allocate and it was not possible 
to allocate grants to many worthy projects or to provide to successful applicants the full amount 
sought. 

While the priority in the short term is to advance all of the projects that were awarded fund-
ing under the initial round of allocations, as it is now two years since the first allocations were 
made, and in view of the issues faced by grantees as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was 
considered timely to review progress on all projects allocated grants. My Department has now 
met with all successful grantees and work is at an advanced stage in drafting the review. I expect 
this work to be finalised shortly.

Once that review is complete the scope for awarding any additional grants, adjusting the 
level  of existing grants and the timing of any new call for proposals will be considered.  

24/02/2022WRA05300Tourism Industry

24/02/2022WRA0540029. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will report on the engagement she and her Department have had with regard 
to the training and skills needs of the tourism sector; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10406/22]

24/02/2022WRA05500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Recruitment continues to be a significant challenge for the tourism sector, with up 
to two-thirds of businesses reporting reduced capacity due to staff shortages.  My Department 
and Fáilte Ireland have been collaborating with industry and other Government Departments to 
ensure that there is a coordinated approach to addressing the labour and skills shortages.

Fáilte Ireland has recently published its most comprehensive research to date on the tourism 
and hospitality labour market. This robust and wide-ranging research programme covers the 
views of 1,000 employers and 3,500 workers with tourism and hospitality experience as well as 
international benchmarking, a review of education provision and consultation with recruitment 
agencies. This research is shaping Fáilte Ireland’s work programmes for the year ahead which 
will focus on:

- Supporting recruitment to drive recovery:  to provide support to the industry to address the 
immediate labour and skills supply challenges, which will be critical to the short-medium term 
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recovery of the sector.

- Supporting the long-term repositioning of the industry: to support businesses and the wider 
industry to work together to drive the long-term repositioning of the industry as an appealing 
and rewarding career choice and workplace, and ensure a future pipeline of talent.

- Building employee capability and skills: to build the capability of individual employees to 
help businesses to bridge the skills gaps they are experiencing and also drive greater employee 
retention by improving the quality of training across the business.

Fáilte Ireland also chairs the Tourism and Hospitality Careers Oversight Group (COG) 
which will continue to work closely with industry bodies, education providers and other Gov-
ernment bodies to support sustainable employment in the tourism sector with an immediate fo-
cus on recruitment and retention initiatives, as well as focusing on the long-term repositioning 
of the industry as a career choice.  My Department and the Department of Higher Education, 
Research, Science and Technology are represented on the COG.

Officials from my Department also participate in the Interdepartmental Group on Work Per-
mits chaired by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. Most recently the work 
of the Group resulted in up to 350 work permits being granted for managerial positions in cer-
tain tourism and hospitality businesses. Last year, my Department also successfully advocated 
for the prioritisation of chef permit applications.

I have also recently worked with Minister Donohoe on the extension of the Employment 
Wage Subsidy Scheme. I will continue to engage with and provide support to the tourism sector 
through these challenging times.

24/02/2022WRA05600Irish Language

24/02/2022WRA0570030. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if her Department will sanction a new language planning co-ordinator to support the 
efforts of An Clár as Gaeilge in terms of developing a Líonra Gaeilge in Ennis, County Clare. 
[10177/22]

24/02/2022WRA05800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): A language plan in respect of the Irish Language Network 
of Ennis, Co. Clare was approved by my Department in accordance with the relevant provisions 
of the Gaeltacht Act 2012 in January 2020.

Foras na Gaeilge, as the body responsible for the co-ordination of the language planning 
process outside Gaeltacht regions, was informed in writing of this in January 2020 and the con-
ditions of approval were set out in writing at that time. These conditions encompassed details 
of the financial allocation being provided by my Department (i.e. €80,000 annually over the 
seven-year life-cycle of the plan), in addition to conditions in respect of the salary scale to be 
applied in relation to the appointment of Language Planning Officers both in the case of Ennis 
and the other two Irish Language Networks of Clondalkin and Loughrea. It should be noted that 
this same salary also applies in the case of Language Planning Officers in Gaeltacht Language 
Planning Areas and Gaeltacht Service Towns. 

In accordance with the existing arrangements which govern the ongoing implementation 
of the process, it is the responsibility of Foras na Gaeilge in this instance to advance the com-
mencement of the plan’s implementation in accordance with the conditions set out in the afore-
mentioned letter of sanction and in line with its overall responsibilities in this regard, as defined 
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under the Act.

I hope that this serves to clarify matters and that Foras na Gaeilge can expedite matters in 
partnership with An Clár as Gaeilge, in the overall interests of the Irish language in the area.

Question No. 31 answered with Question No. 27.

24/02/2022WRB00300Departmental Reports

24/02/2022WRB0040032. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the Future of Media Commission report; when it will be published; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10427/22]

24/02/2022WRB00500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A vibrant, diverse and independent media sector is vital for not only our democracy 
but our cultural development. However, it is a sector that is undergoing fundamental change and 
faces significant challenges.

Acknowledging both the importance of the sector and the rapidly changing landscape in 
which it operates, the Programme for Government committed to the establishment of the Future 
of Media Commission.

Chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, the Commission was tasked with considering the 
future of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion; and to consider 
the potential measures required to ensure that our public service media continues to play its 
essential role within our society for the foreseeable future.  After extensive engagement with 
stakeholders and the wider public, the Commission completed its work and submitted its report 
to the Taoiseach and myself last autumn. 

The Report’s recommendations are far-reaching and will inform media and broadcasting 
policy in the coming years. As such, they have required careful and detailed consideration, 
particularly in light of a range of other complex and inter-related issues that will require deci-
sions by Government in the wider media and digital space. These include the recently published 
national digital strategy Harnessing Digital – The Digital Ireland Framework and Ireland’s 
approach to the implementation of the forthcoming Digital Services Act. Following further 
consideration by An Taoiseach, myself and other key Minister, it is intended that the report will 
be brought to Government shortly, after which it will be published. 

24/02/2022WRB00600Arts Policy

24/02/2022WRB0070033. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she will consider developing a register for artists, performers, crew 
and technicians and all those working in arts and culture; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10515/22]

24/02/2022WRB00800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): While my Department has no proposal at present to develop a register for people 
working in the arts and culture sectors, which would be a complex task having regard to the 
definition of the arts set out in the Art Act 2003, it does have regard to  data available from the 
Central Statistics Office using the standard EU classification system of NACE Codes, which 
can be used to analyse and interpret sectoral economic trends across the sectors that fall within 
the remit of my Department, including the arts.
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My Departments’ priorities  are set out in its published Statement of Strategy 2021—2023.  
The overarching goal is to ensure the “sectors recover and grow in a manner that underpins 
social cohesion and supports strong, sustainable  economic growth, with a focus on a number  
of cross cutting goals of equality, diversity, social inclusion, the Irish language and  environ-
mental sustainability”.  The Statement of Strategy is available at this link: www.gov.ie/en/
organisation-information/9205f-statement-of-strategy-20212023/

In the context of culture, the goal is to “support and develop engagement with, and in arts, 
culture and creativity by individuals and communities thereby enriching lives through cultural 
activity; and to promote Ireland’s arts, culture and creativity globally while also coordinating 
the Decade of Centenaries 2012–2023 commemorations programme.”  One of the intended 
outcomes is “to cultivate Irish artistic and creative talent and enhance Ireland’s reputation as a 
hub of artistic excellence.”

As independent State bodies under the aegis of my Department, the Arts Council and Screen 
Ireland have strategies for capacity development contained in their strategic plans.  Screen Ire-
land’s strategy was launched in 2021 and includes a strategic objective to invest in the talent 
and skills required for the future success of the industry through supporting capacity develop-
ment, with diversity, equity and inclusion at its core.  A key action listed is to “provide a digital 
platform to capture workforce data, supporting the principles of diversity, equity and inclusion 
in the industry”.

The Arts Council’s 10 years strategic plan Making Great Art Work sets out five priority ar-
eas, each with a distinct goal - The Artist’ ‘Public Engagement’, ‘Investment Strategy’, ‘Spatial 
and Demographic Planning’, and ‘Developing Capacity’.  In the context of the Developing 
Capacity the goal is that the Arts Council and the arts sector have the knowledge, skills and 
inventiveness to realise this strategy. A key objective is to ensure “the arts sector is skilled, re-
sourceful and committed to its own renewal”. 

The report of the Oversight Committee on the implementation of the recommendations 
made in the Life Worth Living Report states that over 75% of the recommendations are imple-
mented.  Significant work has been done to realise this as a practical and substantial support for 
the arts and cultural sector. 

24/02/2022WRB00900Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRB0100034. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of progress on mandating Sport Ireland to develop a programme of inter-
ventions to boost participation levels among persons with disabilities, as committed to in the 
programme for Government; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10336/22]

24/02/2022WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Increased participation in sport is a key objective of my De-
partment. Central to the pursuit of that objective is the application of a Sport for All approach 
that is aimed at ensuring that all persons have the opportunity to partake equally in sport and 
physical activity, regardless of age, social-economic status, disability, or membership of, for ex-
ample, the LGBTI+ community, the Traveller community or other ethnic minorities. Increasing 
participation amongst these groups is a core objective of the National Sports Policy 2018-2027. 

At the end of November 2021, I launched a new Sports Action Plan covering the period up 
to the end of 2023 and this includes a series of actions and initiatives aimed at increasing par-
ticipation levels across the board. The plan’s emphasis is heavily orientated towards increasing 
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inclusion, diversity and equality in sport. 

That plan contains a specific commitment to establish an Inclusion, Diversity and Equality 
Fund to promote increased and sustainable participation in sport among children, adolescents 
and young adults, those from lower socio-economic groups, persons with a disability, the LG-
BTI+ community, the Traveller community and other ethnic minorities. It further commits that 
this fund will apply the Sport for All ethos.   Work is underway to embed the Sport for All ap-
proach in funding drawn down from the Dormant Accounts funds that are specifically aimed at 
increasing participation levels amongst disadvantaged communities and people with a disabil-
ity. Forthcoming rounds of funding will place further emphasis on the Sport for All approach. 
The total amount of funding being allocated from the Dormant Accounts funding for such 
projects this year is €12 million, more than twice the amount available a number of years ago 
and representing a 20% increase on last year’s provision. 

In addition to this over-arching emphasis on the Sport for All approach, the Sports Action 
Plan also provides for an annual Winter Initiative, which is a rolling programme of activities 
and initiatives that aims to get people back to sport and increase participation in the aftermath of 
COVID-19. The programme has run successfully over the past few months, with a wide range 
of activities taking place throughout the sports sector and includes measures to boost partici-
pation levels among persons with disabilities. The Winter Initiative programme has provided 
National Governing Bodies of Sport with a perfect platform to launch their Autumn and Winter 
Programmes and will continue up to the end of March.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that at the last count there were over 700 events occurring 
under the Winter Initiative. 66 National Governing Bodies of Sport are participating, as are all 
29 Local Sports Partnerships. Details on the events that are taking place can be found on the 
website of Sport Ireland, and through the respective organisations running the events. It is my 
intention that a similar programme will be run next Winter and to that end my Department and 
Sport Ireland will commence planning in that regard in the coming months.

I would also like to emphasise the important contribution that Sport Ireland makes in this 
area. Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility 
for the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards. 

In May 2021, Sport Ireland published its Participation Plan 2021-2024 – Increasing Par-
ticipation in Changing Ireland. The Participation Plan outlines how Sport Ireland will continue 
to help people get active by removing barriers to participation in sport and physical activity in 
the coming years. The Sport Ireland Participation Plan actions will be delivered through Local 
Sports Partnerships, National Governing Bodies, strategic partners, clubs, communities and 
individuals.

The Sport Ireland Participation Plan is built on, and guided by, the National Sports Policy 
2018-2027 (NSP) and the Sport Ireland Strategy 2018-2022. The Participation Plan takes into 
consideration Healthy Ireland – A Framework for Improved Health and Wellbeing 2013–2025 
and the National Physical Activity Plan as well as global and national developments. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that Sport Ireland is in the process of developing a spe-
cific Diversity and Inclusion policy which is expected to be launched in the coming weeks.

24/02/2022WRB01200Equality Issues

24/02/2022WRB0130035. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of meeting the target of 40% female representation on the boards of sport-



Questions - Written Answers

16

ing organisations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10433/22]

24/02/2022WRB01400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Addressing women’s participation at all levels in sport is an 
important element of the National Sports Policy. That includes women in leadership positions 
such as board members of National Governing Bodies (NGBs). 

I want to acknowledge the significant efforts that sporting bodies are now making around 
gender diversity on their boards. It is evident, however, that more work needs to be done. In the 
new Action Plan for Sport 2021-2023 we are asking all NGBs to achieve 40% gender represen-
tation on their boards by the end of 2023.  It is a particular priority for me to enable women to 
take more leadership positions in sport and the 40% target reflects this prioritisation.

The most recent Board Composition Snapshot which was published by Sport Ireland in 
December, shows that the overall percentage of women on boards of NGBs has increased from 
24% in 2019 to 32% in 2021. The Snapshot also highlights that 39 NGBs have now achieved 
30% or more women on their board, up from 19 NGBs in 2019. 

Sport Ireland will continue to provide support to NGBs towards achieving the target of 40% 
and will monitor and report on progress. 

24/02/2022WRB01500Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRB0160036. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the Sport Ireland High Performance Strategy 2021-2032; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10441/22]

24/02/2022WRB01700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport in Ireland, including the devel-
opment of High Performance Sport under the Sport Ireland High Performance Strategy 2021-
2032.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 27.

24/02/2022WRB01900Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

24/02/2022WRB0200038. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den  Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán an bhfuil dáta nó téarmaí tagartha socruithe do bhunú an Choiste 
Chomhairligh de réir Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), 2021. [10451/22]

24/02/2022WRB02100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar atá leagtha amach san Acht, déanfaidh mé, le hordú, 
lá a cheapadh, tráth nach déanaí ná 6 mhí tar éis Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), 2021 a 
rith, chun bheith ina lá bunaithe an Choiste Chomhairligh chun críocha an Achta. 

Tá comhaltas agus feidhmeanna an Choiste Chomhairligh leagtha amach san Acht. 

Is í mo phríomhthosaíocht ag an tráth seo próiseas a reáchtáil ar mhaithe le beirt comhalta a 
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earcú a bheidh ionadaíoch ar an gCoiste Comhairleach ar son phobal labhartha na Gaeilge taobh 
istigh agus taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht. Chuige sin, tá scríofa ag mo Roinn chuig an tSeirbhís 
um Cheapacháin Phoiblí ag iarraidh orthu an próiseas sin a thosú. Tá sonraíocht poist á ullmhú 
ag mo chuid oifigigh le tabhairt don tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin Phoiblí ionas go mbeifear in ann 
tús a chur leis an gcomórtas gan mhoill. 

Beifear ag lorg moltaí maidir leis na chomhaltaí eile a bheidh le hainmniú ag comhlachtaí 
poiblí don Choiste in am tráth.

24/02/2022WRB02200Departmental Reports

24/02/2022WRB0230039. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when she plans to publish the Future of Media Commission Report. [10214/22]

24/02/2022WRB02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A vibrant, diverse and independent media sector is vital for not only our democracy 
but our cultural development. However, it is a sector that is undergoing fundamental change and 
faces significant challenges.

Acknowledging both the importance of the sector and the rapidly changing landscape in 
which it operates, the Programme for Government committed to the establishment of the Future 
of Media Commission.

Chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, the Commission was tasked with considering the fu-
ture of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion; and the potential mea-
sures required to ensure that our public service media continues to play its essential role within 
our society for the foreseeable future. After extensive engagement, the Commission completed 
its work and submitted its report to the Taoiseach and myself in the Autumn. 

The Report’s recommendations are far-reaching and will inform media and broadcasting 
policy in the coming years. As such, they require careful and detailed consideration, particu-
larly in light of a range of other complex and inter-related issues that will require decisions by 
Government in the wider media and digital space. These include the recently published national 
digital strategy Harnessing Digital – The Digital Ireland Framework and Ireland’s approach to 
the implementation of the forthcoming Digital Services Act. It is intended that the report will be 
brought to Government for consideration shortly, after which it will be published. 

24/02/2022WRB02500Online Safety

24/02/2022WRB0260040. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department will investigate the proliferation 
of various media channels which specialise in the glorification of violence against women of 
all ages and younger persons of both sexes and wherein in relation to society in general the 
theme of the survival of the fittest continues to be promoted resulting in attacks on those who 
are physically weaker; the extent to which her Department can curtail online bullying; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10445/22]

24/02/2022WRB02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): In regard to the portrayal of violence that may be broadcast in Ireland, under section 
42 of the Broadcasting Act 2009, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI), as an indepen-
dent regulator, is required to make codes governing the standards and practices to be observed 
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by broadcasters. The Code of Programme Standards developed by the BAI pursuant to section 
42 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out that broadcasters should exercise due care in broad-
casting depictions and/or descriptions of violence in programme material. The Code also sets 
out that broadcasters shall have due regard to the appropriateness of and/or justification for the 
inclusion of violent content in programme material. 

In regard to the portrayal of violence through social media and audiovisual-on-demand 
media services, the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill 2022 will establish Coimisiún 
na Meán as a multi-person Media Commission to include an Online Safety Commissioner. It 
will dissolve the BAI, establish regulatory frameworks for online safety and the regulation of 
audiovisual media services, and transpose the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive.

The Bill will also amend and extend the duties, codes and rules currently applicable to 
broadcasters under the Broadcasting Act 2009 to audiovisual-on-demand media services. Ac-
cordingly, the Bill will empower Coimisiún na Meán to make codes governing the standards 
and practices to be observed by both broadcasters and audiovisual-on-demand media services. 
Under the Bill, An Coimisiún may, in particular, make codes to ensure that programme material 
relating to gratuitous violence or sexual conduct is presented with due sensitivity to the convic-
tions or feelings of the audience and in such a way that children will not normally hear or see 
anything which may impair their physical, mental or moral development.

It will be the role of the Online Safety Commissioner to oversee the regulatory framework 
for online safety. As part of the framework, the Commissioner will devise binding online safety 
codes that will set out how designated online services, including social media services, are 
expected to deal with certain defined categories of harmful online content on their platforms.   
Among other categories of content, online safety codes will ensure that designated online ser-
vices take appropriate measures to reduce the availability of offence-specific online content and 
cyber-bullying material on their services. The full list of offence-specific online content is set 
out in section 45 of the Bill and includes, for example, relevant offences under Coco’s Law, or 
the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020. In the case of Co-
co’s Law, it is intended that this will have the effect of reducing the availability, on designated 
online services, of intimate images which have been shared without consent and of threatening 
or grossly offensive communications about, or to, another person.

In addition to instances of cyber-bullying which would be considered as offence-specific 
harmful online content, the online safety codes will also address serious cyber-bullying material 
which is not related to a criminal offence. In contrast to the category relating to offence-specific 
online content, the non offence-specific categories of content will be subject to a risk of harm 
test. Accordingly, such content will only be considered harmful online content under the Bill 
where it gives rise to any risk to a person’s life, or a risk of significant harm to a person’s physi-
cal or mental health. 

Under the Bill, in the event of a failure to comply with a relevant online safety code, and 
subject to Court approval, Coimisiún na Meán will have the power to sanction non-compliant 
online services, including through financial sanctions of up to €20 million or 10% of turnover.  
Finally, the Bill will also allow the An Coimisiún to create non-binding guidance materials for 
providers of relevant online services. Such guidance materials may seek to protect children in 
particular, but also the general public, from harmful online content and age-inappropriate online 
content. The Bill provides for a definition of age-inappropriate online content which includes, 
in particular, content which consists of realistic representations of gross or gratuitous violence 
or acts of cruelty.

Question No. 41 answered with Question No. 27.
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24/02/2022WRB02900Tourism Policy

24/02/2022WRB0300042. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans for international tourism for 2022; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10505/22]

24/02/2022WRB03100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, the tourism sector has been severely impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic so I was pleased to secure a record level of funding for tourism in Budget 
2022 of €288.5 million in total, an increase of €67.5 million over the 2021 allocation. The al-
location includes €50 million for business continuity supports and a €35 million increase to the 
Tourism Marketing Fund to support the delivery of a marketing strategy to help restore inbound 
tourism to Ireland.

As part of its marketing strategy, Tourism Ireland has established a recovery framework 
which will be underpinned by an extensive programme of promotional activity throughout 
2022. The organisation has a flexible, three-phase plan to RESTART, REBUILD and ultimately 
REDESIGN demand. Over €80 million will be invested in the programme in 2022, which will 
allow Tourism Ireland to ramp up its campaigns in key international markets.

Tourism Ireland’s Green Button campaign will continue to drive demand throughout 2022, 
with its largest-ever TV campaign running in our top four markets, namely Great Britain, the 
United States, Germany and France. This campaign will also be expanded in Spain, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, the Nordic countries, Switzerland, Austria, Canada and the UAE.

St Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity for the island of Ireland around the world and 
once again this year, hundreds of iconic landmarks and buildings around the world will take 
part in Tourism Ireland’s Global Greening initiative. This year’s programme will include a new 
campaign, The Green Button Festival. The campaign will align with Tourism Ireland’s Green 
Button advertising campaign and will run in 14 markets. It will include turning high impact 
outdoor advertising sites into stages highlighting Irish culture.

Tourism Ireland will continue to work with airlines and ferry companies through a pro-
gramme of jointly funded marketing initiatives to support the restoration of air and sea access 
routes which are so vital for tourism’s return to growth.

Tourism Ireland will also leverage the tourism opportunities presented by a number of key 
events and global opportunities. These include:

- Expo 2020 in Dubai, which runs until the end of March 2022

- The new Game of Thrones Studio Tour at Linen Mills Studio in Banbridge

- The Aer Lingus College Football Classic, which takes place in Dublin in August

- Ulysses 100 (2022 marks 100 years since the publication of James Joyce’s celebrated 
Ulysses  )

2022 will also see an increasing focus on initiatives designed to encourage sustainable tour-
ism, while still delivering on Tourism Ireland’s RESTART objectives.

24/02/2022WRB03200Swimming Pools

24/02/2022WRB0330043. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
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Sport and Media if her attention has been drawn to the need to increase the provision of public 
swimming pools, particularly in rural areas that have limited or no access to safe swimming 
facilities; if specific large-scale funding streams are being considered in this regard; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10337/22]

24/02/2022WRB03400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Previously, Government support for new swimming pools 
or the refurbishment of existing pools was provided through the Local Authority Swimming 
Pool Programme (LASPP). A total of 52 pools have been completed under the LASPP and three 
swimming pool projects (Lucan, Buncrana and Edenderry) remain in the programme with the 
Lucan project currently under construction.

My Department’s capital support for any new swimming pools is now being provided 
through the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). The National Development Plan 
provided a capital allocation of at least €100m for the Fund over the period to 2027. 

The first call for proposals under the LSSIF closed in 2019 with applications confined to lo-
cal authorities and National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of Sport. All applications were assessed 
in accordance with the published Evaluation Procedures and Guidelines and the first allocations 
were announced in January 2020. Thus far, approximately €86.4 million has been awarded to 
33 different proposals. These initial allocations include funding for 8 swimming pool projects 
as follows: 

1. Laois: Portarlington Leisure Centre Swimming Pool

2. Sligo: Waterpoint Aqua Park

3. Kilkenny: The Watershed Development, 

4. Limerick: Askeaton Pool and Leisure

5. Wicklow: Wicklow Swimming Pool and Leisure Centre

6. Louth: Dundalk Leisure Centre

7. Galway: Galway Regional Aquatic & Fitness Centre

8. Dublin: Samuel Beckett Civic Campus Phase 2       

The priority in the short term is to advance all LSSIF projects, including these swimming 
pools, to  construction stage. 

In relation to future swimming pool funding, my Department is currently undertaking a 
review of progress on all existing LSSIF grants. As part of this review, my Department is also 
considering the timing of any new call for proposals and the review work is at an advanced 
stage and expected to be finalised shortly. 

In addition, the National Sports Policy commits to the development of a National Swimming 
Strategy. As part of this, there will be a review of swimming pool provision to identify where 
gaps exist and how these can be met. Furthermore, the Sports Action Plan 2021-2023, which 
was published in November 2021, contains an action to develop and implement a National 
Swimming Strategy to provide additional swimming opportunities indoors and outdoors. Initial 
preparatory planning work has been undertaken by my Department in this regard. It is intended 
to establish a working group in the near future to take forward the detailed work of preparing a 
national swimming strategy, with a view to its completion and publication later this year.



24 February 2022

21

The outcome of these reviews and strategies will be fully considered when deciding on the 
future funding provision for swimming pools.

24/02/2022WRB03500Departmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRB0360044. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number of applications that have been received under the music 
and entertainment business assistance scheme 2022, by local authority area or county; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10153/22]

24/02/2022WRB03700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Music and Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme (MEBAS) 2022 was 
launched as part of a suite of measures I put in place to support the live entertainment sector.  
MEBAS is a targeted support for self-employed performers and sole traders operating solely 
in the live entertainment sector who did not qualify for other business supports such as CRSS 
and who were significantly impacted by restrictions introduced to combat the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2021, MEBAS supported over 1,000 such performers and live entertainment businesses. 
This includes self-employed individuals and sole traders, for example, musicians, singers, DJs, 
lighting and sound crew, and audio equipment suppliers.

Since it opened 672 applications have been received seeking funding of €2.6m, with every 
county represented. The numbers of the applications made per county, as requested by the 
Deputy, are as follows.

County Number of Applications
CO CARLOW 7
CO CAVAN 8
CO CLARE 23
CO CORK 46
CO DONEGAL 35
CO DUBLIN 200
CO GALWAY 55
CO KERRY 18
CO KILDARE 37
CO KILKENNY 14
CO LAOIS 10
CO LEITRIM 4
CO LIMERICK 9
CO LONGFORD 10
CO LOUTH 20
CO MAYO 13
CO MEATH 37
CO MONAGHAN 4
CO OFFALY 13
CO ROSCOMMON 10
CO SLIGO 19
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County Number of Applications
CO TIPPERARY 10
CO WATERFORD 8
CO WESTMEATH 24
CO WEXFORD 12
CO WICKLOW 26
TOTAL 672

24/02/2022WRB03800Departmental Bodies

24/02/2022WRB0390045. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she has met with the Future of Media Commission; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9463/22]

24/02/2022WRB04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Future of Media Commission was established by Government in September 2020 
in an acknowledgement of both the importance of a sustainable independent media sector to our 
democracy and cultural development, and the significant challenges which it faces at present.

The Commission, chaired by Professor Brian McCraith, was tasked with considering the 
future of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion; and to consider the 
potential measures required to ensure that our public service media continues to play its essen-
tial role within our society.

I met with the Commission on 29th October 2020, shortly after its establishment.  I had a 
further meeting with Professor MacCraith on 18th February 2021.  After extensive engagement 
with stakeholders and the wider public, the Commission completed its work last Autumn.  I 
met with Professor MacCraith on 16th September 2021, when he gave a presentation on the 
Commission’s key recommendations, following presentation of the Commission’s Report to An 
Taoiseach and myself.  I had a subsequent meeting with him on 6 October 2021.

The Report’s recommendations are far-reaching and will inform media and broadcasting 
policy in the coming years.  The contents of the Report are currently being considered by An 
Taoiseach, myself and other relevant Ministers, after which it will be brought to Cabinet for 
further consideration and agreement on the next steps. 

24/02/2022WRB04100Tourism Policy

24/02/2022WRB0420046. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if an update will be provided on the tourism strategy of the Government in the af-
termath of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10335/22]

24/02/2022WRB04300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The primary focus over the course of the last two years in relation to tourism has been 
on the survival of the sector. As our economy and society opens up, we have an opportunity to 
reconfigure our tourism sector and to more meaningfully address sustainable development and 
management within the tourism ecosystem.

In this regard my Department has initiated the development of a new national tourism policy 
that will seek to mainstream sustainability. The development of this new policy will involve ex-
tensive consultation with the tourism industry and our communities to help set out a path for the 
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coming years which will support a sustainable recovery and subsequent growth in the sector. 

I reconvened the Sustainable Tourism Working Group early last year to complete the de-
velopment of a suite of actions that promote sustainable tourism practices which can be imple-
mented prior to a new policy being developed. I brought the Group’s report to Government in 
October and it was subsequently published online at www.gov.ie/en/publication/c0cd3-sustain-
able-tourism-working-group-report/. 

The successful implementation of the actions identified in this interim action plan will es-
tablish new research methods, which will increase the level of evidence available, and form a 
clear narrative for communicating about the sustainability agenda to build a better understand-
ing and awareness among tourism stakeholders and the general public. It will also ensure that 
sustainability is taken into account in policy development, business planning by the tourism 
agencies and industry as well as in destination management and promotional activity.

The development of our new national tourism policy will build upon the work undertaken 
by the Sustainable Tourism Working Group and also be consistent with our sectoral climate 
change targets and commitments. This policy commitment will seek to deliver on Ireland’s 
ambition to be among the world-leaders in sustainable tourism practices from not only an envi-
ronmental but also a social and economic perspective.

Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRB04500Dormant Accounts Fund

24/02/2022WRB0460048. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when the dormant accounts funding for sport will be announced for 2022; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10444/22]

24/02/2022WRB04700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): In line with the practice of previous years, it is envisaged 
that there will be two separate announcements throughout the year relating to different compo-
nents of the Dormant Accounts programme for sport. It is expected that the first announcement 
can be made around the middle of the year, following assessment and evaluation of project ap-
plications by Sport Ireland. A further announcement is likely to occur during the fourth quarter 
of 2022. 

The Dormant Accounts Fund supports a wide range of important initiatives for people from 
disadvantaged communities and people with disabilities and I am delighted that my Department 
has an increased allocation of €12 million to be disbursed under the Dormant Account Fund 
2022 Action Plan prepared by my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment.

Question No. 49 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRB04900Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRB0500050. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if an update will be provided on her work to promote women in sport; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10320/22]

24/02/2022WRB05100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
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Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Equality in sport is a key priority for both myself and Min-
ister Catherine Martin.  Our overall vision for women in sport is one where women have an 
equal opportunity to achieve their full potential while enjoying a lifelong involvement in sport. 

A fundamental aim of the Government’s National Sports Policy 2018-2027 is to increase the 
levels of participation in sport and physical activity across the population, with a specific focus 
on less represented groups including women and girls.  A lot of good progress is being made, 
not just in terms of increasing participation by women and girls but also in the important areas 
of leadership and management roles in sport. 

The Women in Sport funding programme is an important support for sporting bodies in put-
ting programmes in place to increase women’s participation in their sports and to progress their 
strategic objectives for women in sport. Last year, Sport Ireland announced an investment of 
€4m in the Women in Sport Programme for the two years 2021 and 2022.  45 NGBs will receive 
funding under this investment.  A further €265,000 was invested last year in the Local Sports 
Partnerships under the Programme. 

One of my priorities in 2021 was to eliminate the funding gap that existed in grant funding 
for male and female Gaelic players and I am very pleased to have achieved that aim and ensured 
that we have now parity in terms of that grant funding. Additional funding has been provided 
for enhanced support of female inter-county Gaelic games players on an equivalent basis to that 
being provided for their male counterparts. This additional provision brings the total amount 
available for female players in this context to €2.4m. This is a very important development for 
women’s sport and demonstrates the Government’s commitment to equality in sport.  

The aim in the National Sport Policy 2018-2027 is to eliminate the gender participation gap 
in sport entirely by 2027. The 2019 Irish Sports Monitor Report showed that the gender gap in 
sports participation was 3.4%, narrower than at any point over the past ten years.

While the Irish Sports Monitor report for the first quarter of 2021 showed that the gender 
gap was eliminated during the Covid-19 restrictions, the latest Irish Sports Monitor figures for 
Quarter 3 show that a gender gap is beginning to re-emerge as COVID 19 restrictions are lifted.  
The emerging gradient is cause for focus and ongoing monitoring. To this end, many National 
Governing Bodies are delivering Women in Sport and Dormant Accounts Funded Programmes 
this winter which will actively target populations that have been disproportionately impacted by 
the pandemic including females, economically and socially disadvantaged communities, people 
with a disability and ethnic minorities.

Addressing women’s participation at all levels in sport is an important element of the Na-
tional Sports Policy. That includes women in leadership positions such as board members of 
National Governing Bodies. The National Sports Policy had originally set a target of 30% of 
either gender on the Boards of funded bodies by 2027.  In the new Action Plan for Sport 2021-
2023, which was published in November 2021, we have set a revised target for all NGBs to 
achieve 40% gender representation on their boards by the end of 2023.  It is a particular priority 
for me to enable women to take more leadership positions in sport and the 40% target reflects 
this prioritisation.

While there has been good progress for women in sport, there are still challenges that need 
to be addressed. My officials and I continue to work closely with Sport Ireland and the sport 
sector with a view to achieving a much improved landscape for women and girls in sport.

24/02/2022WRC00200Údarás na Gaeltachta
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24/02/2022WRC0030051. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén uair a thagann deireadh le tréimhse na gcomhaltaí de Bhord 
Údarás na Gaeltachta atá ann faoi láthair; an bhfuil sé dóchasach go mbeidh structúir nua boird 
i bhfeidhm roimh an dáta sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10473/22]

24/02/2022WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, faoi réir na bhforálacha ábhartha de 
na hAchtanna um Údarás na Gaeltachta, arna leasú faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, is ar feadh 
tréimhse cúig bliana a mhaireann ceapacháin  ar bhord an Údaráis, cé is móite de na comhaltaí 
atá ainmnithe ag na húdaráis áitiúla a bhfuil ceantar beag Gaeltachta i gceist, eadhon: Contaetha 
Chorcaí, Phort Láirge agus na Mí. I gcás na gcontaetha seo is ar feadh tréimhse dhá bhliain a 
mhaireann an ceapachán agus is ar bhonn an róta a leanas a mhaireann an tréimhse:  An Mhí, 
Corcaigh agus Port Láirge.

Ós rud é gur ceapadh an Bord reatha i mí Eanáir 2018 tiocfaidh deireadh lena shaolré i mí 
Eanáir 2023. Is é seo an dara bord atá ceaptha faoi na socruithe reatha réamhluaite.

Mar is eol don Teachta, luaitear sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéanfar athbhreithniú ar struchtúir 
fheidhmiúcháin agus rialachais Údarás na Gaeltachta, agus ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin/
toghacháin i ndáil le Bord an Údaráis.

Mar a bhaineann sé leis an athbhreithniú ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin/toghcháin i ndáil le 
bord an Údaráis, cuireadh tús le gairid le comhairliúchán poiblí mar chuid den athbhreithniú.

Tá sé seo á dhéanamh sa chaoi is go mbeidh an deis chuí ag páirtithe leasmhara agus ag an 
bpobal trí chéile a dtuairimí faoin ábhar a roinnt i scríbhinn leis an Roinn.  Is féidir aighneacht 
a dhéanamh faoin ábhar idir seo agus an 25 Márta tríd an ceistneoir ina leith, a bhfuil fáil air ar 
gov.ie, a chomhlánú agus a sheoladh chun na Roinne. Ós rud é gur comhairliúchan poiblí é seo, 
foilseofar na haighneachtaí a fhaigtear ar shuíomh idirlín na Roinne in am tráth.

Comhthreomhar leis an bpróiseas sin, leanfaidh mo Roinn ag obair mar is cuí i gcomhar 
leis an Oifig um Sholáthar Poiblí, i dtreo sainchomhairleoireacht a aimsiú chun tabhairt faoin 
athbhreithniú foriomlán agus moltaí ina leith a sholáthar don Roinn maidir leis an ábhar.

Is é an cuspóir trí chéile a chinntiú go mbeidh fáil ag an Údarás ar an saineolas, na scile-
anna agus an t-ionchur pobail ábhartha agus cuí atá de dhíth le go mbeidh an bord in ann tacú 
le feidhmeannas an Údaráis a chuid feidhmeanna a chomhlíonadh go héifeachtúil agus go hé-
ifeachtach, ar leas na pobail Ghaeltachta a ndéanann an tÚdarás freastal orthu.

Táthar ag súil go mbeidh an t-athbhreithniú críochnaithe i mí Iúil 2022 nó mar sin. Déanfar 
na moltaí a mheas d’fhonn aon athruithe is gá ar an mBord a chur i bhfeidhm a luaithe is atá in-
déanta, ag cur san áireamh aon athruithe reachtaíochta nó eile a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag teastáil.

Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRC00600Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRC0070053. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the status of efforts to bridge the gaps in participation in sport by 
women and persons with disabilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10438/22]

24/02/2022WRC00800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Increased participation in sport is a key objective of my De-
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partment. In the pursuit of that objective, we are committed to a Sport for All approach aimed at 
ensuring that all persons have the opportunity to partake equally in sport and physical activity, 
regardless of age, social-economic status, disability, or membership of, for example, the LG-
BTI+ community, the Traveller community or other ethnic minorities. Increasing participation 
amongst these groups is a core objective of the National Sports Policy 2018-2027.

At the end of November 2021, I launched a new Sports Action Plan covering the period up 
to the end of 2023, which includes a series of actions and initiatives aimed at increasing par-
ticipation levels across the board. The plan’s emphasis is heavily orientated towards increasing 
inclusion, diversity and equality in sport.

That plan contains a specific commitment to establish an Inclusion, Diversity and Equality 
Fund to promote increased and sustainable participation in sport among children, adolescents 
and young adults, those from lower socio-economic groups, persons with a disability, the LG-
BTI+ community, the Traveller community and other ethnic minorities. It further commits that 
this fund will apply the Sport for All ethos.  Work is underway to embed the Sport for All ap-
proach in funding drawn down from the Dormant Accounts funds that are specifically aimed at 
increasing participation levels amongst disadvantaged communities and people with a disabil-
ity. Forthcoming rounds of funding will place further emphasis on the Sport for All approach. 
The total amount of funding being allocated from the Dormant Accounts funding for such 
projects this year is €12 million, more than twice the amount available a number of years ago 
and representing a 20% increase on last year’s provision. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that Sport Ireland is in the process of developing a spe-
cific Diversity and Inclusion policy which is expected to be launched shortly. 

In relation to participation in sport by women and girls, the aim in the National Sports 
Policy 2018-2027 is to eliminate the gender participation gap in sport entirely by 2027. The 
2019 Irish Sports Monitor Report showed that the gender gap in sports participation was 3.4%, 
narrower than at any point over the past ten years. 

While the Irish Sports Monitor report for the first quarter of 2021 showed that the gender 
gap was eliminated during the Covid-19 restrictions, the latest Irish Sports Monitor figures for 
Quarter 3 show that a gender gap is beginning to re-emerge as COVID 19 restrictions are lifted.  
The emerging gradient is a cause for focus and ongoing monitoring. To this end, many National 
Governing Bodies are delivering Women in Sport and Dormant Accounts Funded Programmes 
this winter which will actively target populations that have been disproportionately impacted by 
the pandemic including females, economically and socially disadvantaged communities, people 
with a disability and ethnic minorities. These targeted activities form part of a Winter Initiative 
for sport to kickstart participation following the reduction in restrictions.

The Women in Sport funding programme is an important support for sporting bodies in 
putting programmes in place to increase women’s participation in their sports and to progress 
their strategic objectives for women in sport. Last year, Sport Ireland announced an invest-
ment of €4m in the Women in Sport Programme for the two years 2021 and 2022.  45 National 
Governing Bodies (NGBs) will receive funding under this investment.  A further €265,000 was 
invested last year in the Local Sports Partnerships under the Programme.

Finally, in terms of bridging the gap in administrative participation in sports, the Sports 
Action Plan sets a target for all NGBs to achieve 40% gender representation on their boards 
by the end of 2023. It is a particular priority for me to enable women to take more leadership 
positions in sport and the 40% target reflects this prioritisation. The most recent Board Com-
position Snapshot, which was published by Sport Ireland in December, shows that the overall 
percentage of women on boards of NGBs has increased from 24% in 2019 to 32% in 2021. The 
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Snapshot also highlights that 39 NGBs have now achieved 30% or more women on their board, 
up from 19 NGBs in 2019. Sport Ireland will continue to provide support to NGBs towards 
achieving the target of 40% and will monitor and report on progress.

24/02/2022WRC00900Irish Language

24/02/2022WRC0100054. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the language planning process; the outstanding plans that still 
have to be ratified; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10443/22]

24/02/2022WRC01100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Of the 26 Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas as defined 
under the language planning process, language plans in respect of 25 areas have been approved 
to date.  The only outstanding language plan relating to Oileáin Árann, is currently being re-
viewed by my Department. To date, 20 Language Planning Officers and 4 Assistant Language 
Planning Officers have been engaged at community level to advance the implementation of 
agreed plans.

It should be noted that a total allocation of €5.8m has been allocated in Budget 2022 to 
directly support the process. This represents an additional €800,000 over the 2021 allocation. 

Language plans in respect of four Gaeltacht Service Towns - Daingean Uí Chúis, Letter-
kenny, Galway City and An Clochán Liath - have been approved to date while language plans in 
respect of the towns of Tralee and Dungarvan are currently being evaluated by my Department.

The process of preparing language plans is underway for the following towns - Cahersiveen, 
Cork City, Castlebar, Clifden and Ballinrobe, while the preparation of plans has yet to begin in 
respect of Donegal Town, Béal an Mhuirthead, Macroom, Athboy and Navan.

In addition to the above, language plans in respect of three Irish Language Networks have 
been approved under the language planning process, namely, Ennis, Clondalkin and Loughrea. 
Foras na Gaeilge has also approved two Irish Language Networks north of the border which, 
although falling outside the scope of the Act, form an integral part of the language planning 
process. 

A broader overview of the advances being made in support of the language and Gaeltacht 
regions - including the language planning process, is set out in the second progress report on the 
ongoing implementation of the Government’s 5-year Action Plan for the Irish Language which 
my Department published on behalf of Government in October 2021. 

24/02/2022WRC01200Pleanáil Teanga

24/02/2022WRC0130055. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán maidir le Ceist Pharlaiminteach Uimhir 136 an 20 Eanáir 2022, 
an dtabharfaidh sí soiléiriú ar stádas phlean teanga Oileáin Árann; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [10319/22]

24/02/2022WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Maidir le plean teanga na n-Oileáin Árann, mar a luaigh mé 
sa fhreagra a thug mé ar Cheist Dála uimhir 136 ar an 20ú Eanáir 2022, bhí deis agam roimh an 
Nollaig casadh le hionadaithe ó na hOileáin Árann atá gníomhach sa phróiseas pleanála teanga 
chun a bplean a phlé. Tá toradh an phlé sin agus an plean teanga féin á bhreithniú ag an Roinn 
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i gcomhar le hÚdarás na Gaeltachta faoi láthair. Cé is móite den phlean seo, tá gach ceann eile 
den 26 limistéar pleanála teanga Gaeltachta i mbun fheidhmiú a gcuid pleananna nó ar tí é sin 
a thosú.

Maidir leis an bpróiseas pleanála teanga mar a bhaineann sé leis na Bailte Seirbhíse Gael-
tachta agus Líonraí Gaeilge, go dáta, tá pleananna teanga curtha faoi bhráid mo Roinne agus 
ceadaithe i leith ceithre Bhaile Seirbhíse Gaeltachta  den sé cinn déag uile atá aitheanta mar 
ábhar Bhailte Seirbhíse, agus tá trí Líonra Gaeilge aitheanta go nuige seo faoin bpróiseas. Tá 
21 Oifigeach Pleanála Teanga agus 4 Oifigeach Cúnta Pleanála Teanga fostaithe faoin bpróiseas 
go dtí seo. 

24/02/2022WRC01500Údarás na Gaeltachta

24/02/2022WRC0160056. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán maidir le Ceist Pharlaiminteach Uimhir 111 ar an 20 Eanáir 2022, 
an dtabharfaidh sí soiléiriú ar athbhreithniú atá idir lámha ag Údarás na Gaeltachta maidir leis 
na córais agus leis an gcur chuige atá i bhfeidhm ag an Údarás faoi láthair chun tacú le cur chun 
cinn na Gaeilge sna cliantchuideachtaí agus ar na bealaí ina ndéantar an t-ábhar a bhaineann leo 
a riaradh; stádas an taighde atá idir lámha ag an gcuideachta taighde Brioclage; agus an ndéan-
faidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10318/22]

24/02/2022WRC01700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, agus ceist faoin ábhar seo á freagairt 
roimhe seo le gairid, tá sé tugtha le fios ag Údarás na Gaeltachta go bhfuil athbhreithniú idir 
lámha acu ar na córais agus an cur chuige atá in áit ag an eagraíocht maidir le cur chun cinn na 
Gaeilge i gcliantchomhlachtaí a fhaigheann tacaíocht ón Údarás chun fostaíocht a chruthú sna 
ceantair Ghaeltachta.

Tá trí chéim aitheanta ag an Údarás san obair athbhreithnithe inmheánach seo atá ar siúl 
agus ar cuireadh tús leis in Earrach na bliana 2021.  

Bhain an chéad chéim le hathbhreithniú ar riachtanais na heagraíochta mar a bhaineann sé le 
cothú na teanga i gcliantchomhlachtaí agus ar na córais riaracháin agus tuairiscithe inmheána-
cha atá i bhfeidhm le pleananna teanga a aontú agus le monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar chur i 
bhfeidhm na bpleananna teanga sin.

Fostaíodh an comhlacht comhairleoireachta Meas Media le tabhairt faoin obair seo i gcom-
hair le feidhmeannaigh an Údaráis agus tuigtear don Roinn go bhfuil an chéad chéim den ath-
bhreithniú críochnaithe agus céimeanna tógtha chun tús a chur le moltaí an athbhreithnithe a 
chur i bhfeidhm. 

I measc na moltaí a tháinig as an gcéad chuid den athbhreithniú bhí:

- córais inmheánacha lárnach agus ar-líne a fhorbairt chun an obair thuairiscithe agus mho-
natóireachta a dhéanamh níos éifeachtaí; 

- ról na foirne in aontú pleananna teanga a thabhairt chun tosaigh níos luaithe sa phróiseas 
nuair atá fiosrúchán faighte ó ghnólachtaí atá ag iarraidh gnó a bhunú nó a fhorbairt sa Ghael-
tacht; 

- an gá atá le pleananna teanga a aontú ag tabhairt san áireamh riachtanais an chliant féin, an 
ceantar ina bhfuil siad lonnaithe, an margadh ar a bhfuil siad dírithe agus an earnáil ina bhfuil 
siad ag feidhmiú agus; 
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- an gá atá le tacaíochtaí breise agus nuálaíoch a thairiscint chun na cliantchomhlachtaí a 
spreagadh agus a mhealladh leis an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn sa ghnó go inmheánach agus go 
seachtrach.

Tá tús curtha leis an dara gné den obair le roinnt seachtainí anuas agus tuigtear don Roinn 
go bhfuil an comhlacht taighde Brioclage fostaithe agus ag tabhairt faoi thaighde a dhéanamh 
ar na cliantchomhlachtaí féin agus a gcuid fostaithe le heolas agus tuairimí a bhailiú uatha a 
bheidh mar bhunús do chlár tacaíochta athleasaithe/nua a bheidh le forbairt dírithe ar na cliaint a 
mhealladh agus a spreagadh chun an Ghaeilge a úsáid agus/nó a chur chun cinn ina ngnólachtaí, 
go hinmheánach agus go seachtrach.

Tá 15 cliantchomhlacht aitheanta chun páirt a ghlacadh in agallaimh dhíreacha agus dí-
reoidh an taighde ar eolas, aischothú agus moltaí a bhailiú uatha. Lena chois sin, déanfar an 
taighde a iomlánú trí shuirbhé ar-líne a dhéanamh ar suas le 100 cliantchomhlacht eile. 

Tá an tÚdarás ag súil go mbeidh an taighde seo críochnaithe faoi dheireadh Mhárta agus 
tuairisc curtha faoina bhráid i mí Aibreán 2022. 

Bainfidh an tríú gné den obair athbhreithnithe seo le cur i bhfeidhm na moltaí a thiocfaidh 
ón obair thaighde seo ar na cliantchomhlachtaí, agus le forbairt ábhair agus tacaíochtaí breise a 
bheidh mar chuidiú leis na spriocanna thuas a bhaint amach.

Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 27.

24/02/2022WRC01900Tourism Funding

24/02/2022WRC0200058. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the progress to date at EU level in introducing new tourism-specific funding sup-
ports for member states; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10504/22]

24/02/2022WRC02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy may be aware, there is a wide range of EU funding programmes rel-
evant to the tourism ecosystem, details of which can be found at: 

op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e0707433-aa5f-11e6-aab7-01aa75ed71a1 
and ec.europa.eu/growth/news/new-online-guide-eu-funding-tourism-2021-05-12_en.

Various tourism enterprises, businesses, destinations or Local Authorities can, if they wish, 
submit applications for funding (when calls for funding issue) under various EU funding pro-
grammes, such as:

- Ireland Wales 2014-2020 (EU Interreg Programme), details available at irelandwales.eu/  

- European Capital of Smart Tourism, details available at smart-tourism-capital.ec.europa.
eu/index_en  

- European Destination of Excellence, details available at ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tour-
ism/eden_en  

- LEADER, details available at www.gov.ie/en/publication/46cecf-leader-programme-fund-
ing/ (in respect of rural tourism projects) 

My Department continues to engage with Fáilte Ireland, the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment and the European Commission regarding state aid options for the continuation 
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of grant schemes and funding streams, including the Temporary Framework, which is currently 
under review by the Commission. In that regard my Department is working closely with Fáilte 
Ireland to ensure that there will be no delay in funding to tourism stakeholders as a result of 
switching between state aid vehicles, and that any such change will be seamless. 

My Department is also engaged in on-going work in consultation with the tourism agencies 
in developing an application for funding under the PEACEPLUS programme, details available 
www.seupb.eu/PEACEPLUS. This new programme will support peace and prosperity across 
an eligible area of Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland (Counties Cavan, Done-
gal, Leitrim, Louth, Monaghan and Sligo). My Department intends to make a submission when 
Calls for Applications in respect of tourism projects are launched later in 2022.

In addition my Department will continue to explore all available funding avenues in respect 
of tourism, through its on-going participation in EU’s Tourism Advisory Committee.   

24/02/2022WRC02200Tourism Promotion

24/02/2022WRC0230059. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the steps she is taking to promote the Irish tourism and hospitality sector in 2022. 
[10091/22]

24/02/2022WRC02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, the tourism sector has been severely impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic so I was therefore pleased to secure a record level of funding for tourism 
in Budget 2022: €288.5 million in total, an increase of €67.5 million over the 2021 allocation. 
The allocation includes €50 million for business continuity supports and a €35 million increase 
to the Tourism Marketing Fund to support the delivery of a marketing strategy to help restore 
inbound tourism to Ireland.

As part of its marketing strategy, Tourism Ireland has established a recovery framework 
which will be underpinned by an extensive programme of promotional activity throughout 
2022. The organisation has a flexible, three-phase plan to RESTART, REBUILD and ultimately 
REDESIGN demand. Over €80 million will be invested in the programme in 2022, which will 
allow Tourism Ireland to up weight its campaigns in key international markets.

Tourism Ireland’s Green Button campaign will continue to drive demand throughout 2022, 
with its largest-ever TV campaign running in our top four markets – Great Britain, the United 
States, Germany and France. This campaign will also be expanded in Spain, Italy, the Nether-
lands, Belgium, the Nordic countries, Switzerland, Austria, Canada and the UAE.

St Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to promote the island of Ireland around the 
world and once again this year, hundreds of iconic landmarks and buildings around the world 
will take part in Tourism Ireland’s Global Greening initiative.

Tourism Ireland will continue to work with airlines and ferry companies through a pro-
gramme of jointly funded marketing initiatives to support the restoration of air and sea access 
routes which are so vital for tourism’s return to growth.

Fáilte Ireland are doubling their domestic marketing investment in 2020 to €10 million to 
drive domestic demand including short breaks all year round. In that regard, they have em-
barked on extensive marketing and communications campaigns, including their “Keep Discov-
ering” campaign, which continue to encourage domestic holidaymakers to take vacations in 
Ireland, particularly during quieter shoulder seasons.  
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Fáilte Ireland will also deliver four new Regional Tourism Strategies, setting out a 10-year 
vision and 5-year action plan for each region, and aim to ensure tourism businesses are visible, 
searchable and most importantly bookable through its Digital that Delivers programme. The 
agency has also provided a Keep Discovering Marketing Toolkit on their website which offers 
free marketing tools, templates, helpful guides and curated images to assist tourism businesses 
in attracting more visitors. 

Fáilte Ireland also remains focused on helping businesses to promote Ireland as an inter-
national destination and continues to assist Irish tourism attractions and activities across the 
country to try to influence the travel itineraries of tour operators and Destination Management 
Companies for 2022 and beyond. 

I can assure the Deputy that I am continuing to work closely with the sector on recovery. 
The Tourism Recovery Oversight Group, which I appointed in 2020, continue to oversee the 
implementation of the Tourism Recovery Plan and monitor the sector’s recovery more gener-
ally. This Group report to me on a regular basis and its work will inform future policy consider-
ations as I continue to work alongside my Government colleagues to support the tourism sector 
over the coming year and beyond.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 27.

Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRC02700Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRC0280062. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the development of local sports plans; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10432/22]

24/02/2022WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland, in collaboration with my Department, is cur-
rently engaged in the process of developing a framework to assist and guide the preparation by 
the relevant local authorities of the local sports plans. It is anticipated that this framework will 
be available around mid-year, following which local authorities can progressively prepare their 
sports plans according to their local priorities and timeframes.  

24/02/2022WRC03000North-South Implementation Bodies

24/02/2022WRC0310063. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if Foras na Gaeilge, which operates on a North-South funding mechanism, will be 
impacted by the recent uncertainty of the Northern Executive; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10373/22]

24/02/2022WRC03200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Foras na Gaeilge is one of the agencies of the North South 
Language Body (NSLB), the other being the Ulster-Scots Agency. 

The NSLB’s existing agreed baseline budget in respect of 2022 is based on the full uplift 
that had been agreed by the body’s sponsor-Departments in both jurisdictions for the year 2021. 
This equates to a total of €12,387,239 in 2022.

In addition to the existing agreed baseline budget allocation, further funding of €0.7m has 
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been allocated by my Department to the NSLB for the full 2022 calendar year. However, as 
the financial year in Northern Ireland runs from April to March, officials of my Department are 
currently engaging with their counterparts in the Department for Communities in order to agree 
the total increase in the body’s budget for 2022.  While this approval process is at an advanced 
stage at official level, a decision on a response to the southern Government’s €0.7m offer is not 
expected until the Norther Ireland Executive is re-established.  

24/02/2022WRC03300Tourism Promotion

24/02/2022WRC0340064. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if additional resources will be provided for the marketing of Hidden Heartlands in 
view of the recent reconfiguration of tourism regions and the particular challenges facing part 
of that region due to Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10503/22]

24/02/2022WRC03500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): In Budget 2022 I secured an additional €67.6 million funding for tourism, thereby 
bringing the overall tourism services budget to €288 million.  The administration of this fund-
ing is an operational matter for the tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland. Fáilte 
Ireland’s plans for 2022 include driving demand through a doubling of investment in domestic 
marketing to €10 million. 

I have asked Fáilte Ireland, to provide the Deputy with further details of their marketing 
plans for Ireland’s Hidden Heartland for 2022.   Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRC03700Tourism Promotion

24/02/2022WRC0380066. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the shared island approach to tourism; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10437/22]

24/02/2022WRC03900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The importance of tourism to the economy on both sides of the border and the clear 
logic in taking a joint approach to the promotion and development of the sector led to tourism 
being one of the areas chosen for formal North South cooperation, through the structures cre-
ated by the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. That cooperation has been hugely beneficial, with 
the tourism sector now an exemplar of what can be achieved when we work together on this 
island with a shared purpose and for clear mutual benefit. 

Through Tourism Ireland, we have developed a hugely successful approach to promoting 
our collective tourism offering to markets all around the world, which sustains and creates jobs 
in the sector in towns, cities and regions across both jurisdictions on the island. 

Tourism Ireland promotes the island of Ireland in more than 21 markets overseas as a com-
pelling holiday destination, using the Ireland brand to position the island as strongly as possible 
against more than 200 other destinations with which Ireland competes.  Tourism Ireland pro-
motes the experience brands – including the Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands, 
Ireland’s Ancient East, Dublin and Northern Ireland’s Embrace a Giant Spirit – on a range of 
platforms, including online, via publicity and their overseas trade platforms.
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North-South engagement and collaboration in the area of tourism has added value to the 
marketing of the island to potential overseas visitors for both jurisdictions.  Significant achieve-
ments over this time include:

- the branding and marketing of the Causeway Coastal Route

- the Global Greening initiative around St. Patrick’s Day 

- the development of screen tourism, including Game of Thrones 

- the Taste the Island food and drink initiative 

- and maximising the tourism benefits of major sporting events such as the Irish Open (golf) 
and the Giro d’Italia as well as other initiatives such as ‘The Gathering’ and Derry/ Londonder-
ry UK City of Culture.

My Department and both tourism agencies will continue to foster north-south co-operation 
to enhance an all-island tourism offering and grow international visitor numbers to the entire is-
land. My officials continue to liaise with their counterparts in the Department for the Economy 
in Northern Ireland - through monthly meetings and also quarterly operational meetings with 
both the Department for the Economy and Tourism Ireland.

On 20 January 2022, I took part in a Shared Island Dialogue event hosted by the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach, which focused on all-island tourism. Over 160 tourism and civil society 
stakeholders from across the island joined the event online to discuss the success of tourism 
cooperation on the island of Ireland over the past 20 years and explore how best to enhance op-
portunities for domestic and international visitors in the years ahead.

My Department will continue to work with the Department of An Taoiseach on implement-
ing our commitments to the North/South development of tourism as included in the Shared 
Island chapter of the renewed National Development Plan. This includes supporting Tourism 
Ireland in its mission to grow tourism into the island of Ireland, to promote the recovery of the 
sector post-pandemic and to work with the Northern Ireland Executive on developing large 
scale North/South tourism initiatives which will support the sustainable growth of the sector 
including cross-border walking and cycling trails as well as new marketing opportunities. 

24/02/2022WRC04000Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

24/02/2022WRC0410067. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán an dtabharfaidh sí soiléiriú ar stádas an phlean oibre atá faoi chai-
bidil ag a Roinn chun Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), 2021 a chur i bhfeidhm; cathain a 
fhoilseofar an plean; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10317/22]

24/02/2022WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Is mian liom a dheimhniú don Teachta go bhfuil mé ag 
obair i gcomhar le hoifigigh mo Roinne chun feidhm a thabhairt d’fhorálacha an Achta leasaithe 
sa tréimhse amach romhainn. Chuige sin, tá plean oibre ullmhaithe ag oifigigh mo Roinne a 
thugann léargas d’fhoireann an aonaid ar na céimeanna éagsúla a bheidh le glacadh sna míonna 
amach romhainn chun forálacha an Achta a fheidhmiú. Is doiciméid inmhéanach don Roinn atá 
ann, a bheidh á leasú go leanúnach agus muid ag gluaiseacht ar aghaidh.  Ní bheadh sé cuí, dá 
réir, é a fhoilsiú ag an tráth seo.

Is í mo phríomhthosaíocht ag an tráth seo próiseas a reáchtáil ar mhaithe le beirt comhalta 



Questions - Written Answers

34

a earcú a bheidh ionadaíoch ar an gCoiste Comhairleach a bhfuil foráil déanta dó san Acht ar 
son phobal labhartha na Gaeilge taobh istigh agus taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht. Chuige sin, tá 
scríofa ag mo Roinn chuig an tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin Phoiblí ag iarraidh orthu an próiseas 
sin a thosú. Tá sonraíocht poist á ullmhú ag mo chuid oifigigh le tabhairt don tSeirbhís um 
Cheapacháin Phoiblí ionas go mbeifear in ann tús a chur leis an gcomórtas gan mhoill.

Beifear ag lorg moltaí maidir leis na chomhaltaí eile a bheidh le hainmniú ag comhlachtaí 
poiblí don Choiste in am tráth.

Is féidir liom a dheimhniú don Teachta go bhfuil maoiniú breise faighte agam i mbliana 
chun acmhainí foirne breise a fhostú i mo Roinn féin ar mhaithe le dlús a chur le feidhmiú an 
Achta agus in Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga chun próisis monatóireachta na hoifige sin a ne-
artú.  Tá an próiseas earcaíochta maidir leis an bhfoireann bhreise sin beagnach críochnaithe ag 
an tráth seo.

Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRC04400Legislative Process

24/02/2022WRC0450069. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the commencement of provisions of the Official Languages (Amend-
ment) Act 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10425/22]

24/02/2022WRC04600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I wish to assure the Deputy that I am working in conjunc-
tion with officials of my Department to give effect to the provisions of the amended Act in the 
period ahead. To this end, officials of my Department have developed a rolling work plan which 
sets out the various steps to be taken in the coming months. 

As the Deputy will be aware, this is a long-term project involving comprehensive research 
and the development of a National Plan for the Provision of Irish-Medium Public Services. A 
statutory Advisory Committee will be established for this purpose and progress will be reported 
to Government on an annual basis. The Act sets targets that will challenge all in Government, in 
particular the target of 20 per cent of new recruits to the public service being competent in Irish 
by the end of 2030. Among the functions of the Advisory Committee under the Act will be the 
provision of advice to public bodies as to the level of competence required by a person in order 
for them to provide services through the medium of Irish. 

My main priority at present is the process to be conducted under Section 18B of the Act to 
recruit members of the Advisory Committee to represent the Irish-speaking community from 
both within and outside the Gaeltacht. To this end, my Department has written to the Public Ap-
pointments Service asking them to commence this process. In tandem with this, my officials are 
preparing a role specification for use by the Public Appointments Service when administering 
the competition.  Nominations will be also sought in relation to the other members nominated 
by public bodies in due course. 

I have secured additional resources within my Department allocation in Budget 2022 to 
accelerate the implementation of the new legislation, as well as for the provision of additional 
resources to the Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga this year to strengthen that office’s monitoring 
systems.  Recruitment of these additional staffing resources is nearing completion. 

It is my intention to organise, over the months ahead, a series of information seminars for 
public bodies in relation to the provisions of the new Act, while commencing relevant sections 
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of the Act at appropriate intervals.

Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 6.

24/02/2022WRD00200Údarás na Gaeltachta

24/02/2022WRD0030071. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will report on the employment results of Údarás na Gaeltachta for 2021; the 
regional spread of same; the factors behind the level of job increases; the estimated level of job 
creation that is anticipated in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7048/22]

24/02/2022WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Údarás na Gaeltachta has informed me that 825 new full-
time jobs were created in Gaeltacht companies in 2021, the highest number of jobs created in 
one year since 2008. When job reductions are taken into account, there is a net increase of 446 
in overall employment – the largest annual net increase since 1996. 

There were 7,809 full-time and 485 part-time jobs in companies supported by Údarás na 
Gaeltachta at the end of 2021. The table below sets out the regional spread and indicates the 
highest level of employment ever in client companies in Galway, Cork and Waterford. There 
was a 9.5% increase in employment in the Mayo Gaeltacht with the Meath Gaeltacht as the only 
area that experienced a decrease.

Gaeltacht 
County

Donegal Mayo Galway Meath Kerry Cork Waterford Total

Employ-
ment 
Base at 
end of 
2021 

2304 661 3180 194 617 702 151 7809 

In order to further support Údarás in discharging their remit I have secured a capital fund-
ing allocation of €14.450m for Údarás na Gaeltachta again this year, an increase of 60% on the 
organisation’s 2019 allocation. Údarás project that 400 new jobs will be created in 2022, bring-
ing to 8,000 the total number of jobs supported by Údarás na Gaeltachta by the end of the year.

Despite the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, Gaeltacht companies have shown good 
levels of stability and the region witnessed a degree of recovery in terms of employment, driven 
by company innovation and the considerable growth of the medical devices and medical prod-
ucts sectors.

The most significant increases in employment during the year were in the medical devices, 
niche manufacturing and audio-visual sectors while companies in the food and drinks, tradi-
tional manufacturing and services sectors saw the majority of the job reductions.

Employment remained steady in 70% of companies, in addition to the 16% of client com-
panies who saw an increase in employment during the year.

The largest employers in Gaeltacht companies, which receive support from Údarás na Gael-
tachta, are in the services (35%), manufacturing (27%) and the food and drinks (15%) indus-
tries.

The Board of Údarás na Gaeltachta has approved a number of new projects which will 
create 379 jobs with an estimated State and private sector investment of €10.4m over the next 
number of years. These new jobs will predominantly be in companies in the health products, 
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food, services and specialty manufacturing sectors. 

24/02/2022WRD00500Sports Funding

24/02/2022WRD0060072. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will consider establishing a ring-fenced part of the sports capital fund in order 
that rapid-growth areas that have a shortage of both facilities and of clubs could get support to 
fill the gap in opportunities. [9462/22]

24/02/2022WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is 
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and recreation facili-
ties and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Over 13,000 
projects have now benefited from sports capital funding since 1998, bringing the total alloca-
tions in that time to over €1.1 billion.  The Programme for Government commits to continuing 
the SCEP and to prioritising investment in disadvantaged areas.

The 2020 round of the Programme closed for applications on 1 March 2021.  By this date, 
3,106 applications had been submitted seeking over €200 million in funding.  This is the highest 
number of applications ever received.  

The scoring system and assessment procedures were finalised and published prior to as-
sessment work commencing and all applications were assessed in accordance with these proce-
dures. The scoring system prioritises applications that will increase participation and the level 
of existing facilities in the area is a key consideration in this regard.

All of the improvements which were introduced for recent rounds of the Programme to 
make the process as user-friendly as possible were maintained for this round. This included giv-
ing applicants a second chance to submit corrected documentation. The full scoring system and 
assessment procedures can be viewed at the following link: - www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie/ 

Approximately one thousand of the submitted applications were for ‘equipment-only’ proj-
ects. These applications were assessed first and grants with a total value of €16.6 million were 
announced on 6 August 2021. The remaining capital applications were then assessed and 1,865 
individual grant offers with a total value of over €143.8 million were announced on Friday 11 
February. All valid applications including any received from rapid growth areas received a 
grant offer.  

A full review of the 2020 round of the SCEP will be undertaken and, as part of the review, 
my officials will examine the distribution of funds in terms of, inter alia, their geographic, 
sectoral and socio-economic impact. Any recommendations arising from the review will be 
factored into the terms and conditions of the next Round.  

Furthermore, Sport Ireland is continuing to develop a national digital database of sport and 
recreational facilities, which it is hoped can be significantly completed by the end of 2023. It 
is envisaged that the database will permit the undertaking of enhanced, strategic demographic 
analyses to inform future grant allocation decisions on the nature and location of sports facili-
ties.

24/02/2022WRD00800Departmental Strategies

24/02/2022WRD0090073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
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Sport and Media the extent to which she proposes to expand and extend the pursuit of the mis-
sion statement of her Department in respect of tourism, culture, arts, Gaeltacht, sport and me-
dia, with particular reference to the need to address issues arising in the trail of Covid-19; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10446/22]

24/02/2022WRD01000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy will be aware the mission of my Department is 

“To lead the sustainable development of Tourism, Media and the Gaeltacht and promote 
participation in the Culture, Arts, Sports and the Irish language supporting social progress, and 
enhancing cultural and economic growth across Irish society.”

As I advised the Deputy in my reply to Parliamentary questions Nos. 128 and 141 of 11th of 
November last, (www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2021-11-11/128/?highlight%5B0%5D
=55088#pq-answers-128_141), my Department’s Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 published 
in August 2021 sets out the actions that my Department will take over the coming period to en-
rich the quality of life in Ireland through supporting the development of tourism, culture, arts, 
sports, media and Irish language.

The Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 sets out the priorities for my Department over the 
next few years to ensure these sectors recover from the pandemic but also continue to grow 
in a manner that underpins social cohesion and supports strong, sustainable economic growth, 
with a focus on a number of cross cutting goals of equality, diversity, social inclusion, the Irish 
language and environmental sustainability.  

I am confident that Mission Statement  set out in my Department’s Statement of Strategy 
fully encompasses the role of my Department in this regard.

24/02/2022WRD01100Tourism Industry

24/02/2022WRD0120074. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she will implement a plan to facilitate tourism on Dursey Island in the 
absence of the cable car, which is scheduled to be closed during the summer months; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10511/22]

24/02/2022WRD01300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The matter raised is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. Accordingly, I have re-
ferred this question to that agency for direct response to the Deputy.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/02/2022WRD01400Departmental Funding

24/02/2022WRD0150075. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 253 of 5 October 2021, the way in 
which the remaining €1 million in departmental funding will be spent; the role her Department 
has had in the legacy planning; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10315/22]

24/02/2022WRD01600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department is engaged with Galway 2020 and Galway City and County Councils 
to support the legacy planning process and the development of the legacy framework arising 
from Galway’s year as European Capital of Culture. 
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The remaining €1 million of Department funding will support programmes and initiatives 
under the legacy framework.

24/02/2022WRD01700Departmental Advertising

24/02/2022WRD0180076. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the amount spent by her Department on online advertising since she took office. 
[10204/22]

24/02/2022WRD01900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I have been advised that the total spend by my Department on online advertising since 
I took office is €25,227 (ex VAT). 

Digital communications, including online advertising, have become increasingly important 
in informing the public of the work of the Department.

Online advertising in particular allows the Department to interact with specific demograph-
ics and age groups, for whom this sphere of communication is central to their media and infor-
mation consumption.

My Department’s work to increase public awareness and knowledge of relevant programmes, 
schemes and policies is ongoing, and operates on various levels, with online advertising now 
integral to this process.  Value for money is a critical consideration at all times.

24/02/2022WRD02000Television Licence Fee

24/02/2022WRD0210077. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media her plans in relation to the television licence; if the collection of the licence fee will be 
moved from An Post; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10454/22]

24/02/2022WRD02200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A vibrant, diverse and independent broadcasting and media sector is vital for not only 
our democracy but our cultural development. However, it is a sector that is undergoing funda-
mental change and faces significant challenges. 

For this reason, the Future of Media Commission was established by Government to con-
sider the future of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion; and to con-
sider the potential measures required to ensure that our public service media continues to play 
its essential role within our society for the foreseeable future.  This included the Commission 
considering how public service media can be funded in a way that is sustainable, gives greater 
security of funding, ensures independent editorial oversight and delivers value for money to 
the public; and to make recommendations on RTÉ’s role, financing and structure within this 
framework.

The Commission submitted their Report to An Taoiseach and myself in the Autumn. The re-
port’s recommendations are far-reaching and will inform media and broadcasting policy in the 
coming years and as such, they have required careful and detailed consideration. It is intended 
that the report will be brought to Government shortly.

At present, the principal mechanism for the provision of public funding to support public 
service broadcasting in the State is the TV Licence fee.  As provided for under Section 145 of 
the Broadcasting Act, 2009, An Post are the designated collection agent for the TV Licence fee, 



24 February 2022

39

and they will continue to carry out this statutory function unless and until such time as Govern-
ment may decide on an alternative funding model.

24/02/2022WRD02250Cúrsaí Gaeilge

24/02/2022WRD0240078. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán conas a thacófar le Coláistí Gaeilge Gaeltachta a athoscailt do 
mhic léinn i 2022; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10308/22]

24/02/2022WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar atá luaite agam cheana féin agus an t-ábhar seo idir 
chamáin, is ar an mbunús agus ar an tnúthán go mbeidh na coláistí Gaeilge athoscailte in mbli-
ana atá an Roinn ag feidhmiú agus, dá réir, gur tríd an gcúnamh leanúnach a chuirtear ar fáil 
faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge a bheidh an Roinn ag teacht i gcabhair ar an earnáil go 
príomha mar a bhaineann sé le cúrsaí maoinithe in mbliana.

Mar is eol don Teachta, tá Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge (SFG) á riar ag mo Roinn ar 
mhaithe le tacú le deiseanna breise sealbhaithe agus saibhrithe teanga  a chur ar fáil sa Ghael-
tacht do lucht freastail iar-bhunscoileanna agus triú leibhéal na tíre. Tagann an scéim le cus-
póirí foriomlána an Rialtais i leith na Gaeilge mar atá leagtha amach sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don 
Ghaeilge 2010–2030.

Beidh a fhios ag an Teachta gur bhunaigh mo Roinn trí chiste faoi leith anuraidh ar leas 
na hearnála arbh fhiú €4m in iomlán iad.  Bhain ceann acu - ar luach €2.2m - le lucht lóistín 
an chórais mar is eol don Teachta. Níl aon amhras orm ach gur chabhraigh sé seo uile leis an 
earnáil teacht tríd na dúshláin arbh éigean dúinn uile mar phobal a iompar le beagnach dhá 
bhliain anuas de bharr na paindéime ach tá muid ag súil le filleadh ar an ngnáthshaol i mbliana. 

Mar bheart breise le cabhrú tuilleadh leis an earnáil, tá áthas orm a dheimhniú go bhfuil mo 
Roinn sásta aitheantas a thabhairt faoin Scéim do ghearrchúrsaí Gaeilge nach giorra ná 3 oíche 
mar bheart eisceachtúil chun cabhrú tuilleadh le téarnamh na hearnála.  Tabharfaidh sé seo deis 
bhreise do scoláirí a chaill amach ar an deis freastal ar chúrsaí sa Ghaeltacht le dhá bhliain 
anuas de bharr COVID-19  

Ach an oiread le gach réimse eile atá faoi mo chúram mar Aire Stáit na Gaeltachta, coin-
neoidh mo Roinn ag coinneáil chás na hearnála faoi bhreithniú agus tapófar le aon deis chuí a 
thagann chun cinn chun cabhrú tuilleadh - i gcomhthéacs na n-acmhainní atá ar fáil agus ag cur 
éilimh eile san áireamh mar is cuí.

Ach an oiread leis an earnáil trí chéile táim ag súil go mbeidh athoscailt iomlán i ndán 
don earnáil sa tréimhse atá amach romhainn agus go bhfeicfimid scoláirí ag freastal ar chúrsaí 
Gaeilge i gcaitheamh an tsamhraidh fud fad na Gaeltachta.

Questions Nos. 79 to 88, inclusive, answered orally.

24/02/2022WRD02700Telecommunications Services

24/02/2022WRD0280089. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps he is taking to improve mobile telephone coverage in rural areas; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9292/22]

24/02/2022WRD02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
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tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Mobile coverage obligations are set out in licences granted 
by the independent regulator, ComReg, to mobile operators. ComReg advises that the current 
minimum coverage obligations in those licences are being considerably exceeded by all opera-
tors.

Capital investment by telecommunications operators over the last 5 years was in the order of 
€3.3 billion for both fixed and mobile services. This has significantly enhanced the availability 
of services, both voice and data, throughout Ireland, including in rural areas. Telecommunica-
tion operators have committed to continued investment programmes in the coming years, esti-
mated to be in the region of €700m per annum.  

ComReg is currently in the process of running another Multi-band Spectrum Award to as-
sign rights of use in four spectrum bands The award comprises 470 MHz of spectrum and 
represents a 46% increase in the harmonised spectrum assigned for the provision of wireless 
broadband services in Ireland. This will significantly enable the market to provide improved 
services to meet increasing consumer demand for mobile data and new services.  

To assist consumers to choose the network provider that best meets their needs for where 
they live, work and travel, ComReg has developed a national outdoor coverage map. This map 
which is available on the ComReg website provides consumers with very clear information on 
where operators have good 2G, 3G and 4G coverage. 

Ireland’s level of connectivity to support digital activity has improved significantly in recent 
years. The Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI) is a composite index summarising rel-
evant indicators on Europe’s digital performance. Ireland ranked 5th in 2021 among EU coun-
tries, compared to 11th in 2019. The continued investment by commercial operators and by the 
State through the NBP will ensure that Ireland is set to become the EU leader in connectivity by 
the second half of this decade. 

Questions Nos. 90 to 92, inclusive, answered orally.

24/02/2022WRD03100National Postcode System

24/02/2022WRD0320093. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he will give consideration to providing an Eircode to sports clubs and com-
munity organisations that do not have permanent buildings that are active postal addresses as in 
the case of a club (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10156/22]

24/02/2022WRD03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as 
Eircode, assigns Eircodes to new property addresses using a valid postal address and a verified 
geo-location.

An Post collects information on all new and existing buildings, including renovated build-
ings, along with changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) provides 
the geo-locations for these buildings.  An Post GeoDirectory (APG), a subsidiary company of 
An Post and OSi, issue a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to 
Eircode in accordance with their license agreement. Each new postal address assigned an Eir-
code is published on the free to use Eircode Finder website, a notification letter is issued to the 
property occupant containing the Eircode of that address and an updated Eircode Database is 
provided to licensed organisations for use.

My officials have been in contact with Capita and An Post in relation to getting an Eir-



24 February 2022

41

code assigned to the football club in question. An Post have advised my officials that within 
certain criteria it may be possible to add a postal address to a temporary structure and they are 
looking at this particular case. My officials have requested An Post to liaise directly with the 
football club regarding the assignment of a postal address for this property. Meanwhile, Capita 
have advised my officials that they have been in direct contact with a representative of the 
football club and will continue to liaise directly with them until an Eircode has been assigned.

24/02/2022WRD03400Energy Policy

24/02/2022WRD0350094. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the role he envisages for natural gas as an energy source to 2030 and beyond; the 
consequences in this regard for declining domestic production and consequent excessive de-
pendence on gas imports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6052/22]

24/02/2022WRD03600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department is carrying out a review of security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity 
and natural gas systems focussing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a sustainable 
pathway to net zero emissions by 2050.

The review includes a technical analysis which will help inform a public consultation. The 
technical analysis includes identification and examination of the key risks to the security of 
supply in the electricity and natural gas systems; identification of options that could address or 
mitigate these risks in the period to 2030; and appraisal of these options in the context of ensur-
ing a sustainable pathway to 2050.  I expect the technical analysis will be published and the 
public consultation commenced by mid-year. 

The best way to secure our energy needs is to continue to promote energy efficiency and 
renewable energy. Climate Action Plan 2021 sets us on a pathway to reduce our reliance on 
imported fossil fuels dramatically by 2030. Measures include the following:  

- Aiming for up to 80% of our electricity coming from renewable sources by 2030, includ-
ing an increased target of up to 5 GW of offshore wind, 8 GW from onshore wind, and 1.5-2.5 
GW from solar PV.  

- 500,000 extra walking, cycling and public transport journeys per day by 2030. 

- Increasing the proportion of kilometres driven by passenger electric cars to between 40% 
and 45% by 2030, in addition to a reduction of 10% in kilometres driven by the remaining in-
ternal combustion engine cars. 

- A new National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme providing increased grant levels of up to 
50% of the cost of a typical deep retrofit to a B2 BER standard.

24/02/2022WRD03700Air Quality

24/02/2022WRD0380095. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the steps he is taking to support local authorities in enforcing air quality regu-
lations in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9871/22]

24/02/2022WRD03900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As outlined in the Programme for Government, I gave a commitment to develop an enhanced co-
ordinated approach to air quality enforcement to support the work of the Local Authorities in 
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enforcing all air quality legislation under their remit.    

Officials from my Department and the Local Government Management Agency are now 
working together on a full assessment of the current state of the sector and scoping out the re-
source requirements to ensure the most appropriate and cost effective enforcement structure is 
put in place.   

This structure will be established to support the provision of enhanced co-ordination, ex-
pertise and advice ensuring consistent implementation of all air quality legislation across the 
country. I have secured funding of €1.2 million for 2022 for the provision of additional supports 
in this regard.

My Department is fully committed to supporting Local Authorities and regularly engages 
with them through a number of fora and special projects in relation to their enforcement work. 
Officials in the Department have been working with enforcement personnel to develop guidance 
and training, and to support the sharing of best practice. For example, through the Network for 
Ireland’s Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (NIECE), work has just been completed 
on a review of the Air Pollution Act from an enforcement perspective, and the development of 
new guidance for vapour pressure enforcement.   

This work will continue over the coming months on additional projects and opportunities 
for collaboration, providing the groundwork for the new enforcement structure.

24/02/2022WRD04000North-South Interconnector

24/02/2022WRD0410096. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when he will receive the review of the North-South interconnector; and if he intends to 
publish the review. [10509/22]

24/02/2022WRD04200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The North-South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the all-island 
Integrated Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. It will also facilitate the achievement of the goal to generate up to 80% of our 
electricity from renewable sources by 2030. A resilient and well-connected energy infrastruc-
ture is vital for Ireland’s economic well-being and the ability to respond to the future needs of 
energy consumers.

The option of undergrounding the North-South Interconnector has been comprehensively 
assessed on several occasions. Most recently, the key finding from the International Expert 
Commission’s report of October 2018 was that an overhead line remains the most appropriate 
option for this critical electricity infrastructure.

Notwithstanding this, I decided to commission a further short review to assess if the overall 
finding from the 2018 report remains valid. Formal procurement of international experts in 
electricity grid infrastructure was completed last September. Whilst my Department had hoped 
to receive their report before now, the experts have informed my officials that they plan to sub-
mit it to the Department by next month. I will move to publish it shortly after I have received 
and considered it.

24/02/2022WRD04300Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRD0440097. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
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cations the work being undertaken by his Department to achieve the target of 400 free retrofit-
ting upgrades per month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9282/22]

24/02/2022WRD04500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers free energy upgrades for eligible hom-
eowners in low-income households at risk of energy poverty.  Since 2000, over 143,000 free 
upgrades have been supported by the SEAI administered scheme.  Last year, 2,126 upgrades 
were delivered under the scheme and the average cost of the energy efficiency measures pro-
vided per household was €17,100.

There are currently just over 7,000 homes awaiting works on the Warmer Homes Scheme 
work programme. It is important to note that activity under the Scheme in 2020 and 2021 was 
significantly impacted by COVID-related restrictions on the construction sector which led to 
a large increase in the number of homes awaiting works. Addressing wait times is a key priority 
for my Department and the SEAI.  

The 2022 budget for the Scheme, at €109 million, will support an increase in the number 
of homes retrofitted from 177 per month in 2021 to 400 per month this year. This greatly in-
creased level of activity will enable the homes currently on the waiting list to be cleared in ap-
proximately 18 months. 

In addition to the record capital allocation for the Scheme this year, I have also secured ad-
ditional staffing resources for the SEAI including the Warmer Homes Scheme team.  Delivery 
capacity in the supply chain has also increased due to a new, broader contractor panel estab-
lished in late 2020. The SEAI continues to work with the scheme contractors on an ongoing 
basis to further increase output. 

24/02/2022WRD04600Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRD0470098. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the current waiting times from application to completion in relation to each individual 
grant scheme operated by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10465/22]

24/02/2022WRD04800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers a range of grant schemes to 
support homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their properties. Grants of up to 50% 
are now available for individuals who can afford to contribute to the cost of upgrades as well 
as free energy efficiency retrofits for people at risk of energy poverty. A total of €267 million 
in capital funding has been provided this year for SEAI residential and community schemes.

Of the total budget, €118 million has been allocated to the energy poverty schemes which 
are directly provided by contractors procured by SEAI. SEAI data indicates that, for homes 
completed last year, the average cycle time from application to completion was 26 months for 
the Warmer Homes Scheme and 27 months for the Warmth and Wellbeing Scheme. It is im-
portant to note that COVID-19 related restrictions in 2020 and 2021 negatively impacted wait 
times under these schemes. 

Addressing this issue is a key priority for my Department and the SEAI. This year’s budget 
allocation will support an increase in the number of homes retrofitted from 177 per month in 
2021 to 400 per month this year. This level of activity will reduce waiting times and enable 
the homes currently on the Warmer Homes Scheme list to be cleared in approximately 18 
months.  
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Other SEAI schemes require homeowners to procure their own contractor or one-stop-
shops secure approval from SEAI and draw down a grant once the works are completed.  

SEAI approval for Better Energy Homes and Solar PV Schemes is automatic and comple-
tion times are within the control of the homeowner.  However, works must be completed within 
an 8-month period, starting from the date of grant approval. Under the new National Home 
Energy Upgrade Scheme, homeowners will engage a registered One Stop Shop to manage the 
grant application process and oversee delivery of the retrofit on their behalf. Works must be 
completed under this scheme within 12 months.

24/02/2022WRD04900Wind Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRD0500099. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps he will take to ensure citizen engagement with offshore wind energy 
projects in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10158/22]

24/02/2022WRD05100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government considers citizen engagement central to Ireland’s offshore renewable ener-
gy (ORE) transformation. Local communities will be key to the decision-making process of 
community engagement initiatives during Ireland’s offshore renewable energy journey.Public 
participation is a central tenet of the Maritime Area Planning Act (2021) which establishes a 
new planning regime for the sustainable development of our offshore resources. All applica-
tions by offshore wind energy projects for development consent to An Bord Pleanála will in-
volve full public consultation.  My Department is currently considering the recently-completed 
public consultation on draft terms and conditions for the first offshore wind auction under the 
Offshore Renewable Electricity Support Scheme. Successful projects will be required to make 
significant community benefit fund contributions from an early stage in the lifecycle of an off-
shore wind project. My Department is currently considering all responses received and will, 
in the coming weeks, be issuing a formal response to local communities’ submissions.  My 
Department is also progressing work on the second Offshore Renewable Energy Development 
Plan. This will set out a pathway for the long-term sustainable development of Ireland’s ORE 
resources. As work on this plan is progressed during 2022, public participation will be sought, 
particularly from those in coastal communities, in addition to key stakeholders to ensure a wide 
variety of views are captured in the development of this plan.

24/02/2022WRD05200Wind Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRD05300100. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if his Department will devise a strategy to explore and support all forms of sustainable 
energy in west County Clare to coincide with the planned development of the Green Atlantic 
wind farm. [10179/22]

24/02/2022WRD05400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The project that the Deputy refers to is a proposed development of a floating offshore wind farm 
by the ESB which is a commercial matter for the developer.

Ireland’s increased climate and energy ambition is reflected in the Climate Action Plan 
2021, which envisages up to 8 GW of onshore wind, at least 5 GW of offshore wind and up to 
2.5 solar PV capacity by 2030.  

The Climate Action Plan includes a suite of actions to realise the potential of Ireland’s 
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offshore renewable energy resources, while the Programme for Government commits to the 
achievement of 5GW of installed offshore wind capacity by 2030 and a long-term plan to take 
advantage of a potential of at least 30GW of floating wind in our Atlantic waters. 

In addition, a supportive spatial planning framework for onshore renewable electricity gen-
eration development at national, regional and local level is critical to ensure delivery of the 
electricity targets under the Climate Action Plan. The detailed annex of actions accompanying 
the Climate Action Plan sets out a number of steps (under Action 102) to deliver on this. 

The Renewable Energy Strategy set out in the current draft County Clare Development Plan 
(2023-2029)  envisions the county becoming a national leader in the development and genera-
tion of high-quality renewable energy and aims to set a course for Clare to achieve a low carbon 
climate resilient future through sustainable social and economic development.

24/02/2022WRE00200Energy Production

24/02/2022WRE00300101. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his plans to encourage the generation of energy for provision to the grid by private 
individuals, organisations or community groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9467/22]

24/02/2022WRE00400102. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the way in which he intends to maximise the roll-out of solar PV to schools, com-
munity buildings and sports clubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10258/22]

24/02/2022WRE00500146. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will devise a grant scheme to encourage the installation of solar panels on the 
roofs of farm and industrial buildings. [10180/22]

24/02/2022WRE00600150. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the status of the development of microgeneration in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9361/22]

24/02/2022WRE00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 101, 102, 146 and 150 together.  

On the 15 February this year I signed the Regulations that transpose Articles 21 and 22 of 
the recast Renewable Energy Directive which brings these Articles into force. These Regula-
tions allow the Clean Export Guarantee tariff to become available for micro-and small-scale 
generators so that they will receive payment from their electricity supplier for all excess renew-
able electricity they export to the grid, reflective of the market value. 

Additionally I bought forward the final design of the Micro-generation Support Scheme 
(MSS) which was approved by Government in December 2021 and which will be published 
shortly.

The phased introduction of supports has already begun with the commencement of the MSS 
domestic solar PV grant on 16 February last, with grant levels up to €2,400, the removal of the 
minimum BER requirement and increasing eligibility for homes built before 2021. 

Non-domestic applicants, e.g. businesses, farms, schools, community buildings etc., will be 
able to apply for a grant for installations up to 6.0kWe, at the same grant amounts as domestic 
customers.   
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Larger non-domestic applicants will be able to apply for a Clean Export Premium (CEP) 
tariff for installations between 6.1kWe and 50kWe. The CEP will be offered at a fixed rate for 
15 years, and eligible volumes will be capped at 80% of generation capacity to encourage self-
consumption.

Community enterprises including sports clubs and community halls will be eligible to 
participate, either as individual micro-generators or as community projects within the MSS. 
The Commission for the Regulation of Utilities (CRU) is currently working on the regulatory 
framework to facilitate renewable energy communities following a recent public consultation. 

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 101.

24/02/2022WRE00900Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRE01000103. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the detail of the efforts by his Department to develop a green hydrogen strategy; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9464/22]

24/02/2022WRE01100138. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications when he plans to bring forward a hydrogen strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10348/22]

24/02/2022WRE01200148. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if an update will be provided on the investment in research and development in 
green hydrogen as a fuel for power generation, as per the programme for Government; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9455/22]

24/02/2022WRE01300153. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps that he is taking to develop a green hydrogen strategy as part of the next 
version of the climate action plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10270/22]

24/02/2022WRE01400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 103, 138, 148 and 153 together. 

The role of hydrogen and the actions needed for its development were considered as part of 
the development of the Climate Action Plan 2021. The plan, published in November, identifies 
green hydrogen as having the potential to support decarbonisation across several sectors and, in 
particular, as a source for high-temperature heat in industry and flexible generation in electric-
ity. A key target set out in the Climate Action Plan is to carry out a work programme to identify 
a route to deliver one to three terra-watt hours of zero emissions gas (including green hydrogen) 
by 2030. The plan includes a suite of actions relating to green hydrogen across the electricity, 
enterprise and transport sectors. These actions include:

- testing the technical feasibility of safely injecting green hydrogen blends in the gas grid; 

- assessing the potential for system integration between the electricity and gas networks, 
which will include the production, storage and use of green hydrogen; and,  

- progressing research and pilot studies regarding the use of hydrogen in the transport sector.

In addition, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is developing a number of 
initiatives on the role of green hydrogen in decarbonisation. The 2021 SEAI National Energy 
Research Development & Demonstration Programme Call included a number of projects re-
lating to green hydrogen, and the development of floating offshore wind foundations coupled 
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with hydrogen storage. The SEAI’s National Heat Study published this week examines options 
to decarbonise the heating and cooling sectors in Ireland to 2050, including options for green 
hydrogen.  

In accordance with the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 
2021, the Climate Action Plan will be updated on an annual basis to reflect ongoing develop-
ments and targets achieved. I expect a strategy focussing on the development of green hydrogen 
to be included in Climate Action Plan 2022. 

24/02/2022WRE01500Energy Policy

24/02/2022WRE01600104. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the status of the energy security review of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas 
systems; when he expects the review to be completed; his plans to publish the final report and 
recommendations of the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9362/22]

24/02/2022WRE01700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department is carrying out a review of security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity 
and natural gas systems focussing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a sustainable 
pathway to net zero emissions by 2050. The review includes a technical analysis which will 
help inform a public consultation. The technical analysis includes identification and examina-
tion of the key risks to the security of supply in the electricity and natural gas systems; identifi-
cation of options that could address or mitigate these risks in the period to 2030; and appraisal 
of these options in the context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050.

I expect the technical analysis will be published and the public consultation commenced 
by mid-2022. It is planned to complete the overall review following this consultation, at which 
point, it will be submitted to Government.

24/02/2022WRE01800Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRE01900105. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of upgrades provided under the warmth and well-being scheme, by 
year and county; and the way the scheme will be incorporated into new schemes going forward. 
[9281/22]

24/02/2022WRE02000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Warmth and Wellbeing pilot scheme aims to objectively measure and validate the health 
and wellbeing impacts of improving the living conditions of vulnerable people living in energy 
poverty with chronic respiratory conditions. The scheme is a collaboration between my Depart-
ment and the Department of Health and is jointly administered by the Health Service Executive 
and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  Since 2016, 1,464 homes have received free 
upgrades to their homes, including attic and wall insulation, window and door replacement and 
heating system upgrades where needed.

The scheme was established as a pilot in HSE Community Healthcare Organisation (CHO) 
7, specifically Dublin 8, 10, 12, 22 & 24, and one of the qualifying criteria for the scheme is 
that applicants must reside within the area designated for the pilot scheme.  The numbers of 
upgrades completed in these areas under the Warmth and Wellbeing scheme in each of the years 
2016 to 31 December 2021 are as follows.
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YEAR NO. OF HOMES COMPLETED
2016 72
2017 360
2018 455
2019 340
2020 91
2021 146
TOTAL 1,464
Given that the research element of the scheme has now closed to participants having reached 

a sufficient number, new applications for the scheme will cease on 28 February. Existing appli-
cations will receive their upgrades in line with the existing terms and conditions. 

The Exchequer investment in this scheme has significantly improved the warmth and com-
fort of the homes involved. Initial reports have indicated that the upgrades are also delivering 
benefits to the health and wellbeing of participants, including reports of needing fewer GP and 
hospital visits, fewer prescriptions for antibiotics as well as increased engagement with other 
support services in the community. An independent analysis of the scheme benefits is being 
carried out by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, in collaboration with the 
Health Service Executive.

The details of how the scheme can inform Government’s approaches to retrofitting, espe-
cially with regard to those who are more vulnerable and at risk of energy poverty, will be in-
formed by the final findings of the analysis. From next year, the Warmth and Wellbeing budget 
will be transferred to the Warmer Homes Scheme.

24/02/2022WRE02100Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRE02200106. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the number of social houses that were retrofitted in counties Laois and Offaly as part 
of the just transition project in 2020 and 2021. [9606/22]

24/02/2022WRE02300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Just Transition Fund’s objective is to fund innovative projects that contribute to 
the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the wider Midlands region, and which 
have employment and enterprise potential.To date, my Department has finalised grant agree-
ments with 55 National Just Transition Fund projects. The total value of projects in delivery is 
approximately €30 million, with €20.5 million of this to be provided by the Fund. These proj-
ects have reported that they will create an estimated 154 direct jobs and 932 indirect jobs.   11 
of the projects are being supported under the ‘Renewable Energies and Retrofitting’ category. 
To date, no monies from the National Just Transition Fund have been provided for the purpose 
of retrofitting social houses in Laois and Offaly. 

24/02/2022WRE02400Wind Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRE02500107. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps his Department is taking to expedite harnessing the vast wind energy 
resource off the west coast of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10269/22]

24/02/2022WRE02600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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Ireland’s increased climate and energy ambition is reflected in the Government target to achieve 
5GW of installed offshore wind generation by 2030. There is further commitment in the Pro-
gramme for Government to develop a longer-term plan to harness the potential 30GW of off-
shore floating wind power in our Atlantic waters. The 5GW target will be primarily met through 
development of offshore renewable energy in Ireland’s eastern and southern coastal regions. 
This reflects the suitability of water depths in these regions for deployment of conventional fixed 
bottom offshore wind turbines and existing electricity grid infrastructure to connect these proj-
ects to the onshore grid.   Subsequent cost-effective deployment of renewables in deeper waters 
off the west coast, to take advantage of greater wind resources, should be increasingly feasible 
through future advances in floating turbine technology.  The Maritime Area Planning Act 2021, 
led by the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, was enacted in December 
2021 with my Department providing input on provisions specific to offshore renewable energy. 
The Act provides a modern, up-to-date regulatory framework that will enable offshore renew-
able energy developments beyond the limits of the current foreshore regime.   Work on a revised 
Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP II) has also been initiated by my De-
partment. This will provide an evidence base for the identification of the most suitable areas for 
the sustainable development of fixed and floating wind, wave, and tidal technologies in the Irish 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), while also considering other maritime activities and marine 
biodiversity. The OREDP II, along with a planned economic analysis, will set out the pathway 
for the development of offshore renewable energy beyond 2030.

24/02/2022WRE02700Waste Management

24/02/2022WRE02800108. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the status of proposals to provide an annual support towards the cost of bin 
charges for homes in which a family member uses incontinence pads, which results in addi-
tional costs for the family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10157/22]

24/02/2022WRE02900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
refer to the reply to Question No 60 of 9 September 2021. The position is unchanged.

24/02/2022WRE03000National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRE03100109. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the new rolling timelines for the provision of the national broadband plan; the steps 
that are now being introduced to ensure no further slippage to the schedule; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10482/22]

24/02/2022WRE03200111. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if the national broadband plan target for 2022 will be provided; the key milestones 
for 2022, considering the targets for 2021 were not achieved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10263/22]

24/02/2022WRE03300134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which adequate progress is being made in the provision of broad-
band to all locations throughout the country, with particular reference to the need to provide 
services in areas previously not serviced and keeping in mind the need to provide for job cre-
ation on an even basis throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10448/22]

24/02/2022WRE03400156. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
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munications if an update will be provided on the national broadband plan, including the targets 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10259/22]

24/02/2022WRE03500169. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of premises passed by the roll-out of the national broadband plan to 
date compared with the number that were originally planned to be passed by February 2022; 
the projected number of premises that will be passed by the end of the year under the roll-out 
compared with that originally planned; the actions he is taking to ensure all the targets of the 
roll-out are achieved; the penalties that will be incurred by National Broadband Ireland for fail-
ure to adhere to the schedule it agreed contractually with his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10466/22]

24/02/2022WRE03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 109, 111, 134, 156 and 169 
together.

Despite the unprecedented challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic, National Broad-
band Ireland has made steady progress on delivery of the new high speed fibre broadband net-
work under the National Broadband Plan with 54,000 premises available to order and pre-order 
across 22 counties. In total, almost 301,000 premises in the Intervention Area across all coun-
ties have been surveyed, with over 157,000 premises constructed or under construction across 
26 counties and almost 34,500 premises are now passed with high speed fibre broadband.In line 
with a remedial plan to address Covid-19 related delays which was agreed with the Department 
in April 2021, NBI had expected to have almost 60,000 premises passed and available for im-
mediate connection by the end of January 2022. As would be expected with a large scale infra-
structure build of this nature, challenges were encountered within planning and build processes 
and also as a result of Covid-19 impacts. NBI actively continues to work with its network and 
build partners to address any issues as they arise. Work is underway to re-baseline milestones 
for 2022 and beyond. The focus for 2022 is to continue to build momentum in the build, catch 
up on the delays experienced and plan for acceleration. Final targets for 2022 are expected to be 
agreed early this year.  NBI has implemented a number of measures to help lessen the impact 
that these challenges have had on the rollout including:-

- Increasing the rate of pole replacement and duct remediation per month;

- Bringing in additional NBI resources;

- Earlier procurement of material used in the build stages; and

- Bringing in additional subcontractors.  The Public Spending Code obliges public sector 
entities to ensure that contracts are managed and delivered to the specified standard, within bud-
get and on time. The contract with NBI contains a comprehensive set of protections and legally 
binding obligations. The contract makes provision for dealing with delays to delivery of the 
network arising from unprecedented events such as the Covid-19 pandemic and NBI can seek 
additional time to meet contract milestones. In those circumstances no penalties would apply. In 
other circumstances, the contract provides that penalty provisions relating to delays to delivery 
of the network are applicable with respect to any delays that occur from the end of contract year 
2.  With regard to job creation, some 290 staff are employed directly with NBI and there are 
over 900 employees working with build/design contractors on foot of the NBP investment, with 
this number rising as the construction activity ramps up. The delivery of the National Broad-
band Plan is seen as a key enabler of many aspects of the Programme for Government. It will 
allow policies around remote working and remote service delivery to be realised to their full 
potential throughout the country no matter how remote the location. 
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24/02/2022WRE03700North-South Interconnector

24/02/2022WRE03800110. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the up-to-date position concerning the review commissioned by his Department in 
respect of the proposed North-South interconnector project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10462/22]

24/02/2022WRE03900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The North-South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the all-island 
Integrated Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. It will also facilitate the achievement of the goal to generate up to 80% of our 
electricity from renewable sources by 2030. A resilient and well-connected energy infrastruc-
ture is vital for Ireland’s economic well-being and the ability to respond to the future needs of 
energy consumers.

The option of undergrounding the North-South Interconnector has been comprehensively 
assessed on several occasions. Most recently, the key finding from the International Expert 
Commission’s report of October 2018 was that an overhead line remains the most appropriate 
option for this critical electricity infrastructure.

Notwithstanding this, I decided to commission a further short review to assess if the overall 
finding from the 2018 report remains valid. Formal procurement of international experts in 
electricity grid infrastructure was completed last September and, whilst we had hoped to re-
ceive their report before now, they have informed my officials that they plan to submit it to the 
department by early March. 

Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 109.

24/02/2022WRE04100Fuel Poverty

24/02/2022WRE04200112. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications when the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty 2016-2019 will be updated; 
when the review of the implementation of the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty will be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9363/22]

24/02/2022WRE04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Energy poverty or fuel poverty is influenced by, inter alia, a person’s income, the energy ef-
ficiency of their home and the cost of the energy they use in their home. The Government’s 
Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty was published in 2016 and progress includes:

- Funding for SEAI’s free energy poverty retrofit schemes has increased almost 8 fold over 
the period from €15 million in 2015 to over €118 million this year;

- The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage will invest a further €85 mil-
lion as part of the Social Housing Retrofit Programme this year; 

- The Fuel Allowance has increased from €20 per week in 2014/15 to €33 per week for 
2021/22 or €924 per year, and the eligibility criteria for the payment, was expanded by the 
Minister for Social Protection. 

- The Housing for All Strategy has committed to introducing minimum Building Energy 
Rating standards for rental properties, where feasible, from 2025; and,
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Protections are in place for customers falling into arrears on their energy bills. 

Research published in 2016 found that 28% of households in Ireland would need to spend 
more than 10% of their income on their energy needs. More recently, the ESRI carried out an 
analysis of the number of households at risk of experiencing energy poverty. This showed that 
the share of households needing to spend more than 10% of their income on their energy needs 
was 17.5% in 2020. The Survey on Income and Living Conditions indicates that the proportion 
of people who reported that they are unable to afford to keep their home adequately warm, had 
fallen from 9% in 2015 to 3.4% in 2020.

In light of increased energy bills more recently, the Government has announced a package 
of supports which include: 

- a number of changes to the Warmer Homes Scheme to increase eligibility and better target 
the support available to those most in need  first in line with commitments set out in the Na-
tional Retrofit Plan;  

-  the introduction of an emergency payment which will provide a €200 credit to all domes-
tic electricity accounts;  

- increased grants for attic and cavity wall insulation, covering 80% of the cost to homeown-
ers of these highly cost-effective upgrade measures; and; 

- a lump sum payment of €125 on the fuel allowance to be paid in early March to 390,000 
recipients.

A review of the implementation of the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty will be com-
pleted in the coming months to inform future policy in this area. 

24/02/2022WRE04400Renewable Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRE04500113. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the work he will undertake in 2022 to continue the process of ramping up Ireland’s 
renewable energy output. [10478/22]

24/02/2022WRE04600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action Plan 2021 and annex of actions sets out a roadmap to deliver on Ireland’s 
target of a 51% greenhouse gas emissions reduction by the 2030 including a suite of  measures 
and actions to increase the share of electricity demand generated from renewable sources to 
up to 80%. In 2022, my Department will continue to drive the delivery of renewable energy 
sources in line with our targets and identified actions.

The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) is Ireland’s flagship policy to deliver 
on the Governments target of up to 80% renewable electricity by the end of the decade. The 
first RESS auction for onshore wind and solar projects was held in 2020 and the first RESS 1 
projects have now reached commercial operation with further projects to reach commercial 
operation throughout 2022. 

The second RESS auction process has begun with the qualification application window hav-
ing closed in January and the auction is scheduled to take place in May. Design of the RESS 3 
onshore auction is also currently under development and my Department is also finalising the 
terms and conditions on the first of three planned auctions this decade for the offshore Renew-
able Electricity Support Scheme (ORESS).



24 February 2022

53

Ireland has considerable offshore renewable energy (ORE) potential. Ireland’s intention is 
to move to a plan-led approach to the development of the ORE sector. A new Offshore Renew-
able Energy Development Plan (OREDP II) will be completed by the end of 2022.

The Maritime Area Planning (MAP) Act 2021 provides a provides the legal underpinning to 
an entirely new marine planning system, which will balance harnessing our huge offshore wind 
potential with protecting our rich and unique marine environment. In Q1 2022, my Depart-
ment opened a consultation on the proposed assessment criteria for the first batch of Maritime 
Area Consent (MAC) applications from a set of seven qualified ORE projects. Consultation is 
also currently open on how the second batch of projects (Phase 2) will be selected to enter the 
new consenting system. 

Last week I signed the Regulations, which will provide for the Clean Export Guarantee 
tariff, into Irish law allowing  for micro-and small-scale generators to receive remuneration 
from their electricity supplier for all excess renewable electricity exported to the grid. In addi-
tion, my Department is working with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on a 
policy design for a small-scale generation support scheme. This will be progressed in 2022 and 
is expected to become available in 2023. 

As regards renewable heat and cooling, the SEAI published the National Heat Study on 22 
February 2022. The Study, which was prepared at my Department’s request, contains detailed 
analysis which will now facilitate the development of options, policies and measures to decar-
bonise the heating and cooling sectors to 2050 and will be a key input into the delivery of a 
number of actions contained in the Climate Action Plan 2022.

24/02/2022WRE04700Renewable Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRE04800114. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if his Department will implement a renewable energy scheme for beef and dairy 
farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10502/22]

24/02/2022WRE04900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Clean Export Guarantee (CEG) tariff represents the first phase of a comprehensive en-
abling framework for micro-and small-scale electricity generators in Ireland allowing them to 
receive remuneration from their electricity supplier for all excess renewable electricity exported 
to the grid at a competitive market rate.

On the 15 February this year I signed the Regulations that transpose Articles 21 and 22 of 
the recast Renewable Energy Directive which brings these Articles into force. These Regula-
tions allow the Clean Export Guarantee tariff to become available for micro-and small-scale 
generators so that they will receive payment from their electricity supplier for all excess re-
newable electricity they export to the grid, reflective of the market value. This will allow for 
the commencement of export payments to micro- and small-scale generators by their suppli-
ers.  The Government approved the Micro-generation Support Scheme (MSS) on 21 December 
2021, targeting 380MW of new generation from renewables self-consumers to contribute to an 
overall target for solar PV of 2.5GW by 2030 under the Climate Action Plan. The scheme will 
provide capital grants for new domestic and small non-domestic installations, including for 
farmers. Businesses, including farmers, who install new larger installations can avail of a Clean 
Export Premium tariff which will provide a fixed tariff for 15 years for electricity exported to 
the grid. The scheme design will be published in Q1 2022 and supports will be introduced on a 
phased basis during the year.  The Climate Action Plan 2021 commits to the development of a 
support scheme for small-scale generators, i.e. above 50kW but smaller than those supported by 



Questions - Written Answers

54

the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme, which will be progressed in 2022 and is expected 
to become available in 2023. This scheme will enable larger businesses, farms and community 
projects to maximise their participation in the energy transition.

24/02/2022WRE05000North-South Interconnector

24/02/2022WRE05100115. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the impact delays to the North-South interconnector had on energy security; and his 
views on whether the project could more readily progress if undertaken in a manner that had the 
support of affected communities. [10510/22]

24/02/2022WRE05200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The North-South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the all-island 
Integrated Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. It will also facilitate the achievement of the goal of generating up to 80% of 
our electricity from renewable sources by 2030. A resilient and well-connected energy infra-
structure is vital for Ireland’s economic well-being and to respond to the future needs of energy 
consumers.

The existing interconnector arrangement between Ireland and Northern Ireland creates a 
physical constraint on the flow of electricity between the two jurisdictions. This affects the level 
of support that can be provided from one to the other in times of security of supply challenges. 
As EirGrid’s most recent Generation Capacity  Statement outlines, generation adequacy shifts 
year-on-year, according to changes in demand. This proposed North-South Interconnector re-
mains vital for the medium to long-term security of supply on the island of Ireland, as does the 
existing interconnection with Great Britain. 

The development of this interconnector will provide reinforcement to the North-east area 
grid by providing an additional high capacity circuit in the region, thus reducing flows on the 
existing circuits. This additional transmission capacity will cater for growth in electricity con-
sumption for many years and will also put the north-east area in a very good position if higher 
demand for electricity emerges through inward investment.

24/02/2022WRE05300Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRE05400116. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of home retrofits that were completed in 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10477/22]

24/02/2022WRE05500122. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of private residential properties that availed of funding through the 
national retrofit scheme in 2020 and 2021. [9605/22]

24/02/2022WRE05600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 116 and 122 together.

My Department funds a number of SEAI grant schemes to support homeowners to improve 
the energy efficiency of their properties. Partial grants are available for individuals that can af-
ford to contribute to the cost of upgrades as well as free energy efficiency retrofits for people at 
risk of energy poverty. Since 2000, over 465,000 homeowners have upgraded their homes with 
support from these schemes, representing nearly one home in four across the country. This has 
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resulted in warmer, healthier and more comfortable homes that are easier and cheaper to heat 
and light.

In 2020, SEAI residential and community retrofit schemes (including the Solar PV 
scheme) supported 17,600 home energy upgrades. Approximately 15,500 home energy up-
grades were supported last year.  It is important to note that activity in both years was signifi-
cantly impacted by restrictions arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Government recently announced a range of enhanced SEAI supports for retrofit includ-
ing a new National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme. Further information is available at www.
seai.ie.

24/02/2022WRE05700Departmental Policies

24/02/2022WRE05800117. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the actions he is taking to ensure carers and disabled persons are not adversely 
affected due to the introduction of the carbon tax, especially considering the findings of a report 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10488/22]

24/02/2022WRE05900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In 2020 my Department, in conjunction with the Departments of Public Expenditure and Re-
form; Social Protection; Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth; and Finance 
commissioned the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) to carry out research into 
how the rate of carbon tax could be increased without disproportionately affecting low income 
households. The ESRI’s research report concluded that using the revenue generated by the 
increase in carbon tax to support a series of socially progressive, targeted interventions will 
leave low income households, such as those where there is a person with a disability, with more 
disposable income than had those interventions not been implemented.

The increase in the carbon tax, and the redistribution of revenue in a fair and equitable man-
ner, was one of the key measures set out in the Programme for Government. The findings of the 
ESRI report were taken into consideration by policy makers when preparing Budget 2021 and 
Budget 2022. In both of those budgets, this Government announced increases to the carbon tax 
along with a series of initiatives aimed at assisting low-income households address the increase 
in energy prices. The initiatives announced included targeted social welfare increases, as well 
as financial support for a socially progressive residential retrofit programme. Modelling carried 
out by the ESRI indicated that these measures would result in an increase in disposable income 
for households in the first five income deciles. It should be noted that the increase in carbon tax 
in Budget 2022 will not apply to home heating fuels until May 2022.

Earlier this month Government approved a package of supports aimed at making it easier 
and more affordable for homeowners to carry out energy upgrade work on their homes.  In-
cluded in the package are measures targeted at low-income households, including funding for 
a Local Authority Retrofit Programme and the Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme that will 
deliver a range of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households.  House-
holds in receipt of both the Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Allowance, where the 
carer lives with the person they are caring for, are eligible for the Better Energy Warmer Homes 
Scheme.  The scheme was also extended to include persons in receipt of the Disability Allow-
ance for over 6 months and have a child under 7 years old.  These criteria will be kept under 
ongoing review by the Department of Social Protection.
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24/02/2022WRE06000Air and Water Pollution

24/02/2022WRE06100118. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he has read reports that reduced activity during initial Covid-19 lockdowns prevented 
more than 800 air pollution-related deaths; and his plans to tackle air pollution in Ireland. 
[9444/22]

24/02/2022WRE06200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I am aware of the recent research report which suggested that possibly 800 air pollution related 
deaths were avoided across Europe as a result of the first lockdown measures, which impacted 
primarily on transport related emissions. I recognise the correlation between transport-related 
air pollutant emissions and negative public health impacts.   In 2020, monitoring stations oper-
ated by the Environmental Protection Agency, though the National Ambient Air Quality Moni-
toring Programme, showed that air pollution from traffic reduced, particularly at urban roadside 
locations, because of decreased traffic volumes due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Among the best ways to reduce emissions from private vehicles across the road network as 
a whole, is to remove older more polluting vehicles from our streets, and to encourage a modal 
shift to sustainable travel options, including walking and cycling, and electric vehicles. 

The interim report of the Urban Transport-Related Air Pollution Group, which was pub-
lished last year, made a number of recommendations on how to reduce vehicle emissions. In 
addition, the Five Cities Traffic Demand Management Study, published recently by the Depart-
ment of Transport, proposes a range of measures to combat overreliance on cars. The report 
also includes a toolkit that Local Authorities can use to help them to reduce emissions, tackle 
congestion, and improve air quality as well as the overall urban environment in our five major 
cities.

Further actions to reduce transport-related air pollutant emissions are being developed as 
part of the Clean Air Strategy, and the Department of the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications continues to work in conjunction with the Department of Transport on these matters.

24/02/2022WRE06300Post Office Network

24/02/2022WRE06400119. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the work of the interdepartmental group on post offices; and when the 
report of the group will be submitted to Government. [10476/22]

24/02/2022WRE06500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The work of the Inter-Departmental Group, which was 
established to, inter alia, examine the feasibility of additional Government services being pro-
vided through to An Post and the post office network, is being considered by Minister Naughton 
and its report will be submitted to Government in due course. 

24/02/2022WRE06600Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRE06700120. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if the national youth climate assembly is on track to commence in early March 
2022; the way that the assembly will be structured; the topics that members will consider; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9359/22]



24 February 2022

57

24/02/2022WRE06800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Youth Climate Assembly is a core deliverable of the Programme for Government 
and the National Dialogue on Climate Action. It is a collaboration between my Department and 
the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. It will be an annual 
event which  allows the participation of children and young people in decision-making accord-
ing to the National Participation Framework.

The first National Youth Climate Assembly will take place remotely on 2 March this year.  
A preparatory meeting was held on 18 February.  This allowed the representatives attending to 
hear presentations from climate experts and participate in workshops on a wide variety of is-
sues.

The National Youth Assembly will capture the views of young people on climate issues 
and allow them make recommendations to inform the development of the annual update of 
Climate Action Plan. A Youth Advisory Group has been convened to inform the design, format 
and methodology for the National Youth Climate Assembly. Participants were nominated by 
organisations, including Comhairle na nÓg, youth organisations, student representative bodies, 
and appropriate organisations to ensure a diverse and inclusive representation. 

There will also be representation from the National Youth Assembly at the National Climate 
Stakeholder Forum.

24/02/2022WRF00200Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRF00300121. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications further to Parliamentary Question No. 42 of 16 September 2021, the engage-
ment he has had over the past six months with the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage with regard to supporting and promoting efforts at local government level on climate 
action, particularly in relation to Galway city and county; the engagement he or his Department 
has had directly with Galway city and county councils in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10252/22]

24/02/2022WRF00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act, 2021 (the Climate Act) 
strengthens the role of Local Authorities for effective climate action. It sets out a statutory 
requirement for each Local Authority to prepare a Climate Action Plan, within 12 months of 
the receipt of a request from the Minister; with the request to be made within 18 months of the 
coming into operation of the Climate Act. Local Authority plans will have to be consistent with 
national climate plans and strategies, and include both mitigation and adaptation measures, and 
are to be updated every five years. Local Authorities will liaise with each other in the prepara-
tion of these plans.

My Department is working with the Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs), the Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland and the Environmental Protection Agency to develop 
appropriate guidelines for the development and implementation of these plans. My Depart-
ment continues to work with all four CAROs and stakeholders, including representatives from 
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, on a regular basis, in particular 
through participation in the National Local Authority Climate Action Steering Group which 
meets regularly. CAROs continue to work with Local Authorities to both facilitate and monitor 
implementation of local climate actions undertaken under existing local adaptation strategies, 
and the climate charter developed under the 2019 Climate Action Plan.  My Department also 
continues to fund the implementation of the Local Authority climate action training programme. 
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This programme is increasing knowledge of climate change and the need for action among all 
Local Authority staff, and will facilitate both climate mitigation and adaptation at local level.

Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 116.

24/02/2022WRF00600Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRF00700123. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if an update will be provided on the just transition plans of his Department for 
communities in which peat-burning stations have been shut down; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10265/22]

24/02/2022WRF00800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government is committed to a just transition in the Midlands region and has dedicated 
significant funding to supporting workers, companies and communities affected by the clo-
sure of the peat-fired power stations and the end of peat harvesting by Bord na Móna.The EU 
Just Transition Fund is a newly established fund which seek to address the adverse effects of 
the climate transition by supporting the most affected territories and workers concerned and 
promoting a balanced socio-economic transition. Ireland must prepare a Territorial Just Transi-
tion Plan and accompanying programme, for approval by the European Commission, in order 
to secure access to its allocation of €84.5 million under the Fund. This plan and programme 
will set out Ireland’s proposed investment priorities as well as targeted sectors and regions.  I 
have appointed the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA) as managing authority 
for the Fund, and my Department and EMRA are jointly developing the Plan and Programme. 
The draft plan provisionally identifies East Galway, North Tipperary, Longford, Laois, Offaly, 
Westmeath, West Kildare and Roscommon as the functional territory to be targeted for invest-
ment. I launched a public consultation on a draft of the Territorial Just Transition Plan on 20 
December which was open until 14 February. The responses to the public consultation will be 
used to further develop and finalise the draft Plan before it is agreed by Government and sub-
mitted, together with the EU Just Transition Fund programme, to the European Commission for 
approval during the course of 2022.  Through the national Just Transition Fund over €20.5mil-
lion is being provided in grant funding to 55 projects in the wider Midlands region. Funded 
projects are diverse and cover a range of opportunities throughout the region. Further details of 
these projects can be found at:    

 www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund/

24/02/2022WRF00900Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRF01000124. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if an update will be provided on the establishment of a just transition commission; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10261/22]

24/02/2022WRF01100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government has committed, through the 2021 Climate Action Plan, to establishing a statu-
tory Just Transition Commission, with the general scheme of legislation to establish the Com-
mission to be completed by the end of this year. The Climate Action Plan sets out that the pur-
pose of this Commission will be to provide strategic advice to Government, integrating its role 
with existing governance and engagement structures, on how Government policy can further a 
just transition. My officials are currently progressing and developing proposals on the mandate 
of the statutory Just Transition Commission in advance of preparing the general scheme of 
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legislation.

Mr. Kieran Mulvey was appointed as Just Transition Commissioner by the Government in 
November 2019 with the mandate to engage with those affected by the accelerated exit from 
peat for electricity generation in the Midlands region, and to recommend to Government the 
essential elements of a just transition for those workers and communities. The Commissioner 
has made an important contribution to the Government’s overall just transition response in the 
Midlands region, helping to facilitate dialogue, and bringing forward concerns from affected 
communities, residents, workers, and businesses. In this context, and building on the work 
that he has undertaken to date in relation to the Midlands region, I intend that Mr. Mulvey will 
continue to support me in an advisory capacity on the development of policy to underpin the 
proposed statutory Just Transition Commission.

24/02/2022WRF01200Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRF01300125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which he communicates with other Departments to ensure car-
bon reduction targets are met to the highest extent possible, having regard to the need to meet 
such targets but at the same time ensure the retention and continued development of the ag-
rifood sector, incorporating best practice both to achieve targets and prevent energy or food 
shortages in what are becoming intensely competitive global markets; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10447/22]

24/02/2022WRF01400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In July 2021, the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 was 
signed into law, significantly strengthening the legally binding framework to halve our emis-
sions by 2030, compared to 2018, and set us on a pathway to reach net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by no later than 2050.

The new statutory framework also seeks to ensure delivery of successive Climate Action 
Plans, Long-term Climate Action Strategies, and National Adaptation Frameworks, supported 
by a system of carbon budgeting and sectoral targets, with appropriate oversight by Govern-
ment, the Oireachtas and the Climate Change Advisory Council.

The processes to develop and implement these plans and frameworks requires my Depart-
ment and I to consult frequently and in a substantive manner with all relevant Ministers and 
their Departments. 

The Climate Action Plan 2021 was published in November 2021. This plan includes ad-
ditional policies and measures in every sector to bring about the significant changes needed to 
transform our society. It sets out actions that must be taken in every sector to ensure that we 
deliver on the statutory commitments in the Act. 

The Climate Action Plan sets out an ambitious emissions reduction range for the agricul-
ture sector of between 22% and 30% by 2030 when compared with a 2018 baseline. While the 
achievement of this target will require effort, I am confident that the sector will fully exploit the 
opportunities of the transition without compromising sustainable food production. 

For example, one of the major actions included within the Climate Action Plan is an overall 
reduction in chemical nitrogen fertiliser use to 325,000 tonnes by 2030, aligning with the EU 
Farm-to-Fork Strategy. The Plan places significant emphasis on measures that will maintain 
grass productivity with reduced levels of chemical fertiliser use, including an increased use of 
lime and clover, as well as other multispecies swards which are less dependent on chemical 
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nitrogen.

By implementing the measures contained within the Climate Action Plan, the agriculture 
sector can enhance its long-term sustainability, with co-benefits for water, air quality and bio-
diversity.   In July 2021, the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 
2021 was signed into law, significantly strengthening the legally binding framework to halve 
our emissions by 2030, compared to 2018, and set us on a pathway to reach net-zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by no later than 2050. 

The new statutory framework also seeks to ensure delivery of successive Climate Action 
Plans, Long-term Climate Action Strategies, and National Adaptation Frameworks, supported 
by a system of carbon budgeting and sectoral targets, with appropriate oversight by Govern-
ment, the Oireachtas and the Climate Change Advisory Council.

The processes to develop and implement these plans and frameworks requires my Depart-
ment and I to consult frequently and in a substantive manner with all relevant Ministers and 
their Departments. 

The Climate Action Plan 2021 was published in November 2021. This plan includes ad-
ditional policies and measures in every sector to bring about the significant changes needed to 
transform our society. It sets out actions that must be taken in every sector to ensure that we 
deliver on the statutory commitments in the Act. 

The Climate Action Plan sets out an ambitious emissions reduction range for the agricul-
ture sector of between 22% and 30% by 2030 when compared with a 2018 baseline. While the 
achievement of this target will require effort, I am confident that the sector will fully exploit the 
opportunities of the transition without compromising sustainable food production. 

For example, one of the major actions included within the Climate Action Plan is an overall 
reduction in chemical nitrogen fertiliser use to 325,000 tonnes by 2030, aligning with the EU 
Farm-to-Fork Strategy. The Plan places significant emphasis on measures that will maintain 
grass productivity with reduced levels of chemical fertiliser use, including an increased use of 
lime and clover, as well as other multispecies swards which are less dependent on chemical 
nitrogen.

By implementing the measures contained within the Climate Action Plan, the agriculture 
sector can enhance its long-term sustainability, with co-benefits for water, air quality and bio-
diversity. 

24/02/2022WRF01500National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRF01600126. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will report on the roll-out of high-speed rural broadband in south-western areas 
of County Cork. [9367/22]

24/02/2022WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): There are over 276,000 premises in County Cork of which over 
80,600 are within the National Broadband Plan (NBP) Intervention Area and will receive access 
to high speed broadband under the NBP. Government investment in County Cork in the NBP 
will be in the order of €314 million.

National Broadband Ireland has made steady progress on delivery of the new high speed 
fibre broadband network under the National Broadband Plan. In County Cork surveying is 
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underway in the Deployment Area of Clonakilty and surveying is complete in the Deployment 
Areas of Templemartin, Tallow, Kanturk and Fermoy. Main works are underway in the Deploy-
ment Areas of Midleton and Youghal and network build is complete in the Deployment Area of 
Carrigaline.  As of 11 February, over 35,000 premises in County Cork have been surveyed, with 
over 10,500 premises under construction and there are more than 4,500 premises than can today 
order a fibre broadband service.  In South West Cork survey is underway in the Deployment 
Area of Clonakilty and to date 1,345 premises have been surveyed in the area. 

Bringing connectivity to remote locations is central to promoting regional development 
including to South West Cork.  Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of 
the NBP providing high speed broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the 
fibre to the home network. As of 11 February 2022, some 22 BCP sites have been installed in 
County Cork by NBI and 7 of the BCP sites installed are located in South West Cork: Caheragh 
Community Hall, Clogagh Community Hall, Mealagh Valley Community Centre, Bere Island 
Heritage Centre, Sherkin Island Community Hall, Lissavard Community Centre and Coláiste 
Phobal Cléire.

In County Cork some 15 schools have been installed by NBI to date for educational access 
and one of the school sites installed is located in Cork South West at Clogagh National School.  
My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with 
no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area. 

24/02/2022WRF01800Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRF01900127. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications when the national heat study will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10479/22]

24/02/2022WRF02000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) published the National Heat Study on 22 
February 2022.

The Study contains detailed analysis which will now facilitate the development of options, 
policies and measures to decarbonise the heating and cooling sectors to 2050 and will be a key 
input into the delivery of a number of actions contained in the Climate Action Plan 2022.

24/02/2022WRF02100National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRF02200128. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications the work that is under way to mitigate the current delay in the roll-out of 
the national broadband plan, particularly in locations throughout the Dún Laoghaire area; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10155/22]

24/02/2022WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention 
will be delivered by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed 
and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million 
people living and working in the over 554,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses 
and farms along with some 679 schools.

The majority of premises in Dun Laoghaire are covered by commercial operators.  There 
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are over 600 premises in Dun Laoghaire located in the NBP Intervention Area which are cov-
ered by the Enniskerry Deployment Area. Surveying is underway in these areas and it is an-
ticipated that they will be provided with access to high speed broadband under the National 
Broadband Plan in 2023.

The Department is currently working with NBI to agree an Updated Interim Remedial Plan 
(UIRP) which will recalibrate the targets for 2022 and beyond to take account of the knock on 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and other delays to the Programme. 

I understand that commercial operators in Dun Laoghaire are also continuing to upgrade 
their broadband networks as part of ongoing work.

24/02/2022WRF02400Renewable Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRF02500129. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications further to Parliamentary Question No. 72 of 4 November 2021, the status of 
the deployment through the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland of capacity-building sup-
ports for community-owned RESS project development and in particular the trusted intermedi-
ary and advisor services and financial grant supports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10254/22]

24/02/2022WRF02600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) is the main Government policy to help 
deliver on the ambition in the Climate Action Plan 2021 of up to 80% renewable electricity by 
2030.

The RESS supports communities in a variety of ways including through a separate category 
for community projects and a mandatory community benefit fund for every project supported 
in the scheme. 

The Climate Action Plan includes a target for at least 500MW of renewable electricity to be 
supplied by local community-based projects; to reach this target at least 100 community proj-
ects will be needed. In order to ensure such a pipeline of community projects I have allocated 
€2 million in capital funding in Budget 2022 to the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI). 

This funding will enable SEAI to deploy a range of capacity-building supports including 
toolkit guides to assist communities in developing renewable projects. The first four of these, 
covering grid connection, Solar PV, the planning process and onshore wind, are available on 
the SEAI website, with more to be developed in the coming months. A trusted intermediary 
service is also now in place, with an advisor service and financial grant supports to be delivered 
in quarter two of 2022.

24/02/2022WRF02700Illegal Dumping

24/02/2022WRF02800130. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will report on the progress to update legislation and regulation to enable local 
authorities to use CCTV in their fight against illegal dumping; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9272/22]

24/02/2022WRF02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The General Scheme of the Circular Economy Bill 2021 was 
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published on 15 June 2021. It is my intention under the Bill to facilitate not only the use of 
CCTV, but also the use of a broad range of Audio-Visual Recording (AVR) equipment in order 
to assist local authorities in their efforts to combat litter and illegal dumping.

The pre-legislative scrutiny process has been completed with the publication of the final re-
port of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action on 16th December 
2021. Drafting is well advanced, the Bill will be published in Q1 2022 and enacted as soon as 
possible thereafter.

24/02/2022WRF03000Energy Conservation

24/02/2022WRF03100131. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Question No. 158 of 30 November 2021 and No. 232 
of 1 February 2022, when a reply will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10464/22]

24/02/2022WRF03200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
A  response to PQ Nos. 158 of 30 November 2021 and No. 232 of 1 February 2022 issued to 
the Deputy on 17 February. 

24/02/2022WRF03300National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRF03400132. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the present position regarding the roll-out of the national broadband plan in respect 
of counties Cavan and Monaghan; the further progress that is expected in this roll-out during 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10463/22]

24/02/2022WRF03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): There are over 16,000 premises in County Cavan and over 
15,000 premises in County Monaghan in the National Broadband Plan (NBP) Intervention Area 
that will receive access to high speed broadband under the State led intervention to be delivered 
by National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

Government investment in Counties Cavan and Monaghan in the NBP will be in the order 
of €65 million and €60 million respectively.  In County Cavan surveying is complete in the De-
ployment Areas of Kilnaleck and Cootehill and network build is complete in the Deployment 
Area of Cavan, with over 10,400 premises surveyed to date and over 3,700 premises now avail-
able to order. In County Monaghan surveying is complete in the Deployment Areas of Clones 
and Carrickmacross, pre-works are underway in the Deployment Area of Emyvale and network 
build is complete in the Deployment Area of Monaghan, with over 10,600 premises surveyed to 
date, over 1,300 premises under construction and over 4,300 premises available to order.

In addition to the challenges to the delivery of the NBP due to the Covid-19 pandemic, NBI 
has faced a range of other challenges due to the sheer scale and complexity of rolling out fibre 
to the home in a rural environment. These include significant tree trimming to ensure cable can 
be placed on overhead poles, remediation of ducting that has been in place for many decades, 
the co-ordination of hundreds of contracting crews and addressing the many issues arising 
week on week which could not have been foreseen until the build crews commenced work on 
the ground. My Department has worked closely with NBI to put in place a remedial plan under 
the Contract. This plan addresses delays experienced by NBI, primarily arising as a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and re-baselines milestones for 2021. Work is underway to re-baseline 
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milestones for 2022 and beyond.  This has resulted in some changes to timeframes for connec-
tion for end users.

NBI has implemented a number of measures to help lessen the impact that these challenges 
have had on the rollout including:-

- Increasing the rate of pole replacement and duct remediation per month;

- Bringing in additional NBI resources;

- Earlier procurement of material used in the build stages; and

- Bringing in additional subcontractors

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 11 
February 2022, some 12 sites are installed in Cavan and 14 sites in Monaghan.  Further details 
can be found at nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

In County Cavan 10 schools have been installed by NBI to date for educational access, with 
11 installed in County Monaghan. My Department continues to work with the Department of 
Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area. 
Further details of schools in scope are available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-
list/.

24/02/2022WRF03600Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRF03700133. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the details of the projected amounts that will be raised from the carbon tax 
that are ring-fenced for retrofitting programmes in each of the years 2022 to 2030, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10486/22]

24/02/2022WRF03800143. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if the yearly funding available for the recently announced retrofitting scheme in the 
years 2022, 2023 and 2024 of €267 million, €291 million and €380 million can be increased to 
a yearly average of €1 billion if the funds are used or run out as a result of uptake, inflation or 
capacity issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10276/22]

24/02/2022WRF03900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 and 143 together.

The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets to ret-
rofit 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2 (or cost optimal equivalent), and to 
install 400,000 heat pumps to replace existing heating systems by 2030. The National Retrofit 
Plan and National Development Plan have provided an unprecedented financial commitment 
to support achievement of the Government’s retrofit targets. A total of €8 billion of Exchequer 
funding (including €5 billion in carbon tax revenues) will be available to support residential 
upgrades to 2030.

The carbon tax allocation for residential retrofit as outlined in the National Development 
Plan is set out in table 1 below.

Table 1: Carbon Tax Allocation for Residential Retrofit 2022-2025 as out in the Nation De-
velopment Plan
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Year 2022 2023 2024 2025
Planned alloca-
tion (€m)

202 291 380 469

The total planned annual allocations for retrofit as outlined in the National Retrofit Plan are 
set out in the table 2 below.  

Table 2: Overall allocation (carbon tax and Exchequer funding) for residential retrofit 2022-
2030 

Year 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030
Planned 
Alloca-
tion 
(€m)

267 291 380 469 641 898 1,257 1,760 2,000

It is important to note that the Housing For All plan commits to the retrofitting of 36,500 
local authority homes by 2030. Local authority retrofits are funded by the Department of Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage and are in addition to the allocations in the table above.

The National Retrofit Plan also states that European Union funding will be pursued to sup-
port our retrofit ambition. In this regard, my Department is currently examining the potential 
for the European Regional Development Fund to provide additional funding for the Warmer 
Homes Scheme.

Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 109.

24/02/2022WRF04100Data Centres

24/02/2022WRF04200135. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications further to Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 3 November 2021, the engage-
ment he or his Department has had to date with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment with regard to the review of the Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres 
in Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10255/22]

24/02/2022WRF04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Under the Climate Action Plan 2021, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment com-
mitted to reviewing the 2018 ‘Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland’s 
Enterprise Strategy’ to ensure alignment with Ireland’s renewable energy targets, sectoral emis-
sions and climate priorities. This is part of a suite of actions included in the Climate Action Plan 
2021 to ensure that Ireland is planning appropriately for new energy demand in the context of 
our electrification and decarbonisation ambitions, while facilitating growth in digitalisation and 
our technology sector.

My Department is working with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and 
relevant state agencies to ensure that there is a plan-led, regionally balanced approach to large 
developments such as data centres in future taking into account existing grid availability and 
the opportunity to co-locate significant renewable energy opportunities. In this regard, my De-
partment has been engaging with officials in the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment regarding the development of this revised Statement.

In addition, the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act provides, 
inter alia, for a maximum amount of emissions to be permitted in different sectors of the econ-
omy during a carbon budget period, referred to as ‘sectoral emissions ceilings’. All sectors of 
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the economy will have sectoral emissions ceilings and emissions from data centres will be ac-
counted for within the relevant sectoral emissions ceiling.

24/02/2022WRF04400National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRF04500136. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan to homes in County 
Limerick to date; and the steps being taken speed up the overall roll-out in 2022. [10249/22]

24/02/2022WRF04600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): There are over 99,000 premises in County Limerick of which 
over 21,000 are within the National Broadband Plan Intervention Area and will receive access 
to high speed broadband under the State led intervention to be delivered by National Broadband 
Ireland (NBI). Government investment in County Limerick in the NBP will be in the order of 
€84 million.

In County Limerick surveying is complete in the Deployment Area of Hospital, pre-works 
are underway in the Deployment Area of Adare and network build is complete in the Deploy-
ment Area of Limerick, with over 12,000 premises surveyed to date, over 4,800 premises under 
construction and over 2,500 premises available to order or pre-order.

In addition to the challenges to the delivery of the NBP due to the Covid-19 pandemic, NBI 
has faced a range of other challenges due to the sheer scale and complexity of rolling out fibre 
to the home in a rural environment. These include significant tree trimming to ensure cable can 
be placed on overhead poles, remediation of ducting that has been in place for many decades, 
the co-ordination of hundreds of contracting crews and addressing the many issues arising 
week on week which could not have been foreseen until the build crews commenced work on 
the ground. My Department has worked closely with NBI to put in place a remedial plan under 
the Contract. This plan addresses delays experienced by NBI, primarily arising as a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and re-baselines milestones for 2021. Work is underway to re-baseline 
milestones for 2022 and beyond.  This has resulted in some changes to timeframes for connec-
tion for end users.

NBI has implemented a number of measures to help lessen the impact that these challenges 
have had on the rollout including:-

- Increasing the rate of pole replacement and duct remediation per month;

- Bringing in additional NBI resources;

- Earlier procurement of material used in the build stages; and

- Bringing in additional subcontractors

It remains the ambition of the Government to rollout the National Broadband Plan as quick-
ly as possible. My Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of ac-
celerating aspects of the NBP rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises 
which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. However, 
the primary focus must be on addressing the delays which have arisen and ensuring that the 
National Broadband Ireland build programme gets back on track and is building momentum 
month on month.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
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broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. In County 
Limerick 13 BCP’s have been installed, as of 11 February 2022. Further details can be found at 
nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

In County Limerick 11 schools have been installed by NBI to date for educational access. 
My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with 
no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area. Further details of schools in scope are 
available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

24/02/2022WRF04700Energy Policy

24/02/2022WRF04800137. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will devise an all-island anti-fracking strategy; and if he has spoken with his 
counterpart in Northern Ireland in respect of the importation of liquefied natural gas. [9445/22]

24/02/2022WRF04900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
A statutory ban on fracking for petroleum in Ireland is already established under the Petroleum 
and Other Minerals Development (Prohibition of Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing) Act 2017, 
which prohibits the exploration for and extraction of onshore petroleum by means of hydraulic 
fracturing. The Government Policy Statement on the Importation of Fracked Gas was approved 
by Government and published in May 2021. The policy statement provides that, pending the 
outcome of a review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas sys-
tems, that is currently being carried out by the Department, it would not be appropriate for the 
development of any LNG terminals in Ireland to be permitted or proceeded with. The review is 
expected to be completed later this year. The findings of the review will be submitted to Gov-
ernment.   While there are terminals to import LNG in Great Britain, there are currently none in 
Northern Ireland. Northern Ireland sources its natural gas from Great Britain by pipeline. I have 
not had any formal discussions with my Northern Ireland counterpart in relation to Northern 
Ireland specific policy on LNG, nor do I have plans to devise an all-island anti-fracking strategy.

Question No. 138 answered with Question No. 103.

24/02/2022WRF05100Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRF05200139. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the way his Department will achieve the target of 400 free home retrofits per month; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9465/22]

24/02/2022WRF05300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers free energy upgrades for eligible hom-
eowners in low-income households at risk of energy poverty.  Since 2000, over 143,000 free 
upgrades have been supported by the SEAI administered scheme.  Last year, 2,126 upgrades 
were delivered under the scheme and the average cost of the energy efficiency measures pro-
vided per household was €17,100.

There are currently just over 7,000 homes awaiting works on the Warmer Homes Scheme 
work programme. It is important to note that activity under the Scheme in 2020 and 2021 was 
significantly impacted by COVID-related restrictions on the construction sector which led to 
a large increase in the number of homes awaiting works. Addressing wait times is a key priority 
for my Department and the SEAI.  
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The 2022 budget for the Scheme, at €109 million, will support an increase in the number 
of homes retrofitted from 177 per month in 2021 to 400 per month this year. This greatly in-
creased level of activity will enable the homes currently on the waiting list to be cleared in ap-
proximately 18 months. 

In addition to the record capital allocation for the Scheme this year, I have also secured ad-
ditional staffing resources for the SEAI including the Warmer Homes Scheme team.  Delivery 
capacity in the supply chain has also increased due to a new, broader contractor panel estab-
lished in late 2020. The SEAI continues to work with the scheme contractors on an ongoing 
basis to further increase output.

24/02/2022WRF05400Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRF05500140. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if there is a timeline for the establishment of the national residential retrofit oversight 
steering group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10480/22]

24/02/2022WRF05600182. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if there is a timeline for the establishment of the national residential retrofit oversight 
steering group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10608/22]

24/02/2022WRF05700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 140 and 182 together.

The National Retrofit Plan sets out the Government’s approach to achieving the Climate Ac-
tion Plan targets of upgrading the equivalent of 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of 
B2/cost optimal level and installing 400,000 heat pumps to replace older, less efficient heating 
systems by 2030.

The Plan incorporates actions to be delivered across a number of Government Departments 
and Agencies. As such, implementation will require collaboration across Government and ap-
propriate structures and governance arrangements are essential. In that regard, the Plan com-
mits to the establishment of a cross-departmental steering group, chaired by the Department of 
the Environment, Climate and Communications to drive implementation. This group will be 
established by the end of March  and will oversee and monitor progress against our national 
targets and develop new initiatives as required.

24/02/2022WRG00200Sustainable Energy Communities

24/02/2022WRG00300141. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will increase the funding for the sustainable energy communities programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10257/22]

24/02/2022WRG00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC) Programme is administered by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department.  The Programme supports the 
low carbon energy transition by developing skills and capacity, at a community level, in deter-
mining how to use less energy, adopting lower carbon options for transport and heating, shifting 
energy use to off-peak times or investing in smart technologies.

The SEC process consists of 3 core steps of “Learn” (the SEC Network), “Plan” (the Energy 
Master Plan Partnership) and “Do”. Under this latter stage, the SECs access the various SEAI 
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energy efficiency grants, notably the Community Energy Grant Scheme, to help them progress 
their identified projects. 

The Community Energy Grant Scheme supports cross-sectoral, partnership approaches that 
deliver energy savings to a range of building types including public, commercial and communi-
ty buildings with a particular focus on using the projects to deliver home retrofits. Furthermore, 
the Scheme is designed to engage all members of the SEC network who wish to participate in 
delivery of energy efficiency works. 

In 2020, there were a total of 490 SEC members in the network. This increased to 618 at the 
end of 2021. In 2020, funding of €1.21million was spent under the SEC Programme and this 
increased to €1.34million in 2021. 

Under the Programme, a total of 181 Energy Master Plans have been submitted to the SEAI, 
of which 57 were submitted in 2021. There are a total of 62 SECs at the “Do” stage.

The National Retrofit Plan which was launched recently as part of the Climate Action Plan 
2021, sets a target of 1,500 member communities in the SEC Network by 2030.  Under the Plan, 
SECs will be supported by Government to continue to expand their roles as ‘activators’ in their 
communities. 

Funding of €8 million has been allocated to support the Sustainable Energy Communities 
and community activation in 2022.

24/02/2022WRG00500Telecommunications Services

24/02/2022WRG00600142. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the communications his Department has had to date with mobile telephone com-
panies in relation to the investigation and reduction of scam calls via their networks; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10475/22]

24/02/2022WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Following engagement with telecommunication industry lead-
ers late last year to address the ongoing problem of nuisance communications, an industry-led 
taskforce, facilitated by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) has been 
established to identify and recommend practical interventions that might be taken by operators 
in the short, medium and long-term to combat nuisance communications.

As with much fraudulent activity a multi-faceted approach is required.  This particular Task-
force is focussed on telecoms and will seek to address the matter of nuisance communications 
from a telecoms network operator/service provider perspective.  Details are available on Com-
Reg’s website at www.comreg.ie (ComReg Information Note 21/129).

The investigation of fraudulent activity by criminals that might be carried out over telecoms 
networks is a matter for An Garda Síochána and the advice to the public remains focussed on 
the importance of being vigilant. 

Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 133.

24/02/2022WRG00900Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRG01000144. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
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Communications the market model being used to develop the retrofitting sector; the way he will 
address affordability issues in relation to the national retrofitting scheme and in the context of 
inflation and the rise in cost of building materials; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9360/22]

24/02/2022WRG01100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Retrofit Plan sets out the Government’s approach to achieving the Climate Ac-
tion Plan targets of upgrading the equivalent of 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of 
B2/cost optimal level and installing 400,000 heat pumps to replace older, less efficient heating 
systems by 2030.   In line with commitments in the Retrofit Plan, the Government recently 
approved a package of significantly enhanced supports to make it easier and more affordable 
for homeowners to undertake home energy upgrades. The new National Home Energy Up-
grade Scheme will provide increased grant levels of up to 50% of the cost of a typical deep 
retrofit to a B2 BER standard.   One Stop Shops will offer a new end-to-end project manage-
ment service. This includes surveying the home; designing the upgrades; managing the grant 
processes; helping with access to finance; engaging the contractors to deliver the work and then 
quality-assuring that work.

In addition, increased grants for attic and cavity wall insulation have also been made avail-
able, covering 80% of the cost to homeowners of these highly cost-effective upgrade measures. 
Free upgrades are available for households at risk of energy poverty. My Department is also 
developing a residential retrofit loan guarantee scheme which will enable financial institutions 
to offer loans with reduced interest rates for retrofit projects. 

The revised grant rates were set following a comprehensive evaluation and consultative pro-
cess led by SEAI and the Department, including leveraging learning and experience in SEAI, 
industry consultation, customer research and analysis of cost data. SEAI will monitor cost data 
on an ongoing basis to track and monitor changes in the market. The Department will also be 
working with SEAI to improve transparency in pricing among One Stop Shops. The grant rates 
will be kept under review taking account of the overarching need to build a much bigger home 
upgrade sector, evolving science, innovation, evolving technology and other relevant factors. 

24/02/2022WRG01200Energy Policy

24/02/2022WRG01300145. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will support a legislative proposal to implement an outright ban on LNGs in the 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10273/22]

24/02/2022WRG01400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government Policy Statement on importing fracked gas was approved by Government and 
published in May 2021. The policy statement provides that, pending the outcome of a review 
of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas systems that is currently 
being carried out by the Department, it would not be appropriate for the development of any 
LNG terminals in Ireland to be permitted or proceeded with.     The Government policy state-
ment on Security of Electricity Supply, published in November 2021, does not change what was 
set out in the Policy Statement on the Importation of Fracked Gas. While a project involving an 
LNG terminal may also include gas-fired generation, it is still an LNG terminal and so it would 
not be appropriate for the project to be permitted or proceeded with, pending the outcome of 
the review.

It is planned to complete the overall review later this year, following which it will be sub-
mitted to Government. At that point, the Government can assess whether any further legislative 
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or policy amendments are appropriate.

Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 101.

24/02/2022WRG01600National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRG01700147. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the analysis that has been carried out into accelerating the roll-out of the 
national broadband plan in 2022 in order to catch up with the recently missed revised target of 
60,000 homes by end-January 2022; the analysis that has been carried out by his Department 
into the impact of the missing of this revised target on the overall timeline for the roll-out of 
the plan; the number of homes that have been passed to date in Galway city and county; if the 
January 2022 target was reached in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10256/22]

24/02/2022WRG01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): National Broadband Ireland (NBI) has made steady progress 
on delivery of the new high speed fibre broadband network under the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP).  In County Galway surveying is complete in the Deployment Areas of Gurteen, Kilker-
rin, Duniry and Lettermore, pre-works are underway in the Deployment Areas of Gort, Athenry, 
Loughrea and Inverin and network build is complete in the Deployment Areas of Ballinasloe 
and Galway. To date in County Galway over 21,000 premises have been surveyed, over 8,300 
premises are under construction and almost 7,000 premises are now available for order or pre-
order.

In line with a remedial plan to address Covid-19 related delays which was agreed with my 
Department in April 2021, following detailed engagement, NBI had expected to have almost 
60,000 premises passed and available for immediate connection by the end of January 2022. 
As would be expected with a large scale infrastructure build of this nature, challenges were 
encountered with the build process and also as a result of Covid-19 impacts. NBI continues to 
work with its network and build partners to address all issues as they arise. Work is underway 
to re-baseline milestones for 2022 and beyond, with targets for 2022 to be agreed in the coming 
weeks. 

The Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of accelerating 
aspects of the NBP rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises which are 
currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. The primary focus, 
however, must be on addressing the delays which have arisen and ensuring that the National 
Broadband Ireland build programme gets back on track and is building momentum month on 
month.

Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 103.

24/02/2022WRG02000National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRG02100149. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the annual projected expenditure in funding by the State on the national broadband plan 
for the years 2021 to 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10274/22]

24/02/2022WRG02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) contract signed in 2019 
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provides that a future proofed high speed broadband network will be deployed by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) to people living and working in the intervention area. It is expected 
that over 600,000 premises will be served by the fibre network, including new builds. The maxi-
mum possible cost to the State will be €2.7 Billion over 25 years. The majority of this subsidy 
will be used  over the years 2022 to 2030 as NBI achieve deployment milestones and connects 
premises. The total cost also includes €480m in conditional subsidy that may be triggered in a 
limited number of specific circumstances.  Exchequer spend on the NBP in 2021 was €144.8 
million. The funding available for the NBP for 2022 is €225 million.   Work is underway to 
re-baseline milestones for 2022 and beyond, with targets for 2022 to be agreed in the coming 
weeks. This work will inform the budgetary and expenditure profile for 2022 and beyond. 

Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 101.

24/02/2022WRG02400Energy Production

24/02/2022WRG02500151. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the way he has incentivised micro-energy providers; the way he has encouraged do-
mestic, commercial and agricultural consumers of energy to move from off-peak consumption; 
if the national grid will facilitate community energy groups; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6051/22]

24/02/2022WRG02600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The final design of the Micro-generation Support Scheme (MSS) was approved by Government 
in December 2021 and will be published shortly.    

On the 15 February this year I signed the Regulations that transpose Articles 21 and 22 of 
the recast Renewable Energy Directive which brings these Articles into force. These Regula-
tions allow the Clean Export Guarantee tariff to become available for micro-and small-scale 
generators so that they will receive payment from their electricity supplier for all excess renew-
able electricity they export to the grid, reflective of the market value. 

The phased introduction of supports has already begun with the commencement of the MSS 
domestic solar PV grant on 16 February last, with grant levels up to €2,400, the removal of the 
minimum BER requirement and increasing eligibility for homes built before 2021. 

Non-domestic applicants, e.g. businesses, farms, schools, community buildings etc., will be 
able to apply for a grant for installations up to 6.0kWe, at the same grant amounts as domestic 
customers.   

Larger Non-domestic applicants with installations between 6.1kW and 50kW will be able to 
apply for a Clean Export Guarantee tariff for electricity exported to the grid. These supports are 
expected to be in place later in the year.

Community enterprises including sports clubs and community halls will be eligible to par-
ticipate, either as individual micro-generators or as community projects within the MSS.

The Commissioner for Utility Regulation (CRU) is currently working on the regulatory 
framework to facilitate renewable energy communities following a recent public consultation. 

Finally, the Smart Meter Programme is well advanced across the country with over 600,000 
smart meters installed in domestic homes. These maters allow consumers to have better infor-
mation about their consumption, make bills more accurate and allow consumers to avail of new 
“Smart” tariffs and services from Energy companies including smart off-peak rates
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24/02/2022WRG02700Cybersecurity Policy

24/02/2022WRG02800152. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if an update will be provided on the work of the National Cyber Security Centre; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9454/22]

24/02/2022WRG02900167. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications the details of his engagement with the National Cyber Security Centre, 
particularly since the cyberattack on the HSE in 2021; the safeguards that are in place to prevent 
another similar attack; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10154/22]

24/02/2022WRG03000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 and 167 together.   

The National Cyber Security Centre, which is located within my Department, has a broad 
remit  across the cyber security of Government ICT and critical national infrastructure. The 
NCSC has three main roles: national incident response; information sharing; and building re-
silience. The NCSC supports Government Departments, other public bodies and operators of 
critical infrastructure to improve the resilience and security of their IT systems to better protect 
services that our people rely upon, and their data.  The NCSC, in collaboration with a cross 
departmental group drawn from across the public service, recently published the baseline cyber 
security standard to be applied by all Government Departments and Agencies. In addition, the 
Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT) based within in the NCSC, has developed 
and deployed technology on the infrastructure of Government Departments, to detect and warn 
of certain types of threat.   

I am in regular contact with the Director of the NCSC who advises me that the Centre is 
currently operating at a heightened state of preparedness as a result of recent cyber incidents 
and ongoing geopolitical tensions in Eastern Europe. The Centre has contingency plans in place 
in case of an increase in tensions, and is engaging bilaterally with key infrastructure operators 
across Government and the private sector. The NCSC has also issued a number of guidance and 
support documents recently, including a ‘Cyber Vitals’ Check list on 1 February, and a detailed 
Advisory Note on 17 February. This Advisory detailed a cyber risk assessment and appropriate 
advice regarding the ongoing situation in Ukraine.   

The Government has committed to the further development of the NCSC including through 
the provision of a new permanent facility at my Department’s redeveloped headquarters in 
Beggars Bush, capital funding to support a five-year technology strategy, and the drafting of 
primary legislation to provide a clear mandate and authority for the NCSC. This is in addition 
to the expansion in staffing at the NCSC which will see staff numbers increase by 20 before the 
end of this year, and to over 70 in the next five years. The Government will provide all neces-
sary support to the NCSC to ensure it can fulfil its important role in the years to come.

Question No. 153 answered with Question No. 103.

24/02/2022WRG03200Flood Risk Management

24/02/2022WRG03300154. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his engagement with the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage in 
respect of the increased threat of floods in coastal areas due to the climate crisis. [9443/22]

24/02/2022WRG03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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The National Coastal Change Management Strategy Steering Group was established in 2020 
and is chaired by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  The Group 
is tasked with considering the development of an integrated, whole-of-Government, coastal 
change strategy.  My Department is represented on the Group and provides appropriate support 
to its work.

My Department is responsible for National Adaptation Policy and the National Adaptation 
Framework published in January 2018, which is being reviewed this year. In addition, the sec-
toral plans in relation to communication and energy are under my remit. Adaptation planning 
for water, biodiversity, and the built  and archaeological heritage sectors fall under the remit of 
the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  Coastal erosion can significantly 
impact Local Authority infrastructure, including roads and leisure facilities. In addition, vital 
infrastructure located in Local Authority functional areas, but under the ownership of other bod-
ies, may be particularly open to the effects of coastal erosion, including water (treatment and 
supply), communications and energy infrastructures.  

Through the National Adaptation Steering Committee, my Department works with all sec-
tors and the Local Authorities to co-ordinate implementation of adaptation policy nationally. 
My Department also supports the work of the Local Authorities in implementing Local Adapta-
tion Strategies through the Climate Action Regional Offices. 

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act, 2021 strengthens 
the role of Local Authorities for effective climate action. It sets out legislative requirements for 
each Local Authority to prepare a Climate Action Plan, including both mitigation and adapta-
tion measures.. These plans will have to be consistent with national climate plans and strategies, 
and Local Authorities will have to liaise with each other in the preparation of these plans. 

I would like to see a clear policy on mapping and monitoring of the coastline emerge from 
the National Coastal Change Management Strategy  Working Group.  This would incorporate 
best available data and techniques to consider the likely impacts of climate change in a con-
sistent manner (including those currently developed at Geological Survey Ireland), and would 
greatly facilitate the work of Local Authorities,  Irish Water, and relevant communications and 
energy agencies and companies.

24/02/2022WRG03500Illegal Dumping

24/02/2022WRG03600155. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the supports available to local authorities to combat littering and illegal dumping; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10449/22]

24/02/2022WRG03700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Anti-Dumping Initiative (ADI) was introduced in 2017 to encourage a collaborative ap-
proach between local authorities, communities, and other State Agencies to tackling the prob-
lem of illegal dumping. Funding of over €12 million has been provided by my Department un-
der the Initiative, which has supported the delivery of over 1,250 projects nationwide. Details of 
funding, broken down by local authority and individual project, for each of the years 2017-2021 
are available on the gov.ie website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/e27ac-anti-
dumping-initiative/  

Allocations for 2022 have yet to be finalised, but I anticipate that a further €3m will be made 
available to support the Initiative in 2022.

My Department also continues to invest significantly in the local authority waste enforce-
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ment network under the Local Authority Waste Enforcement Measures Grant Scheme, with 
the intention of maintaining a visible presence of waste enforcement personnel on the ground 
across the State. Over €7.7m was provided to local authorities under the scheme in 2021, while 
my Department also provides ongoing support (€1mn in 2021) to the Waste Enforcement Re-
gional Lead Authorities, which were established to position the local authority sector to better 
respond to emerging and priority waste enforcement challenges.

Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 109.

24/02/2022WRG03900Energy Prices

24/02/2022WRG04000157. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if persons in private rented accommodation who pay an energy bill separate to others 
in the same building must have a bill in their own name to be included in the proposed energy 
grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10277/22]

24/02/2022WRG04100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Electricity Costs (Domestic Electricity Accounts) Emergency Measures Bill 2022, cur-
rently before the Oireachtas, will establish a scheme to make a once off payment, in 2022, to 
each domestic electricity account, having regard to the exceptional rise in energy prices.The 
scheme will be operated by the Distribution System Operator (ESB Networks), and electricity 
suppliers and will be overseen by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).   This is 
an exceptional measure which uses the single eligibility criterion of a meter point registration 
number, to ensure payments to each domestic electricity account as early as possible in 2022. 
The payment will be applied to the domestic electricity account rather than an individual. The 
scheme will also include pre-pay customers.  I understand that the majority of the 300,000 ten-
ancies registered with the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) would hold their own domestic 
electricity accounts. In those instances the payment will be directly applied to these accounts. 
Others would have tenancy agreements where tenants pay their actual share of each electric-
ity bill and, in those cases, will benefit from the payment because the amount of the bill will be 
reduced by the amount of the payment. A small proportion would have other arrangements in 
place whereby electricity costs are part of the rental cost.   With the support of the Department 
of Housing, Local Government & Heritage, my Department is working closely with the RTB 
on a public information campaign to ensure that all tenants are aware of the scheme. Disputes 
relating to tenancies including terms relating to electricity payments can be brought to the RTB 
for dispute resolution. The Deputy may also wish to note that regular information updates, 
including frequently asked questions, are being made available on gov.ie at: www.gov.ie/en/
publication/4ae14-electricity-costs-emergency-benefit-scheme/.

24/02/2022WRG04200Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRG04300158. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the way he is approaching the framing of sectoral carbon budgets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9460/22]

24/02/2022WRG04400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 commits Ireland to 
a legally binding target of a climate neutral economy no later than 2050 and a reduction in emis-
sions of 51% by 2030, compared to 2018 levels. As part of an enhanced governance framework 
to reach this target, the Act also sets out the processes and timelines for settling the carbon bud-
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gets and sectoral emissions ceilings. Once the economy-wide carbon budget programme has 
been approved by the Government and both Houses of the Oireachtas, I will prepare proposed 
sectoral emissions ceilings for Government consideration and approval.

This work will take as its starting point the sectoral emissions reduction ranges agreed in 
the 2021 Climate Action Plan, and will involve intense engagement with all relevant sectoral 
Ministers and their Departments. It will be supported by rigorous analysis and evaluation, in-
cluding in relation to total system cost; feasibility; socioeconomic impact; contribution to other 
sustainability goals; and the ability of to serve as s stepping stone to achieve our 2050 target. 

I intend to take a proposal in relation to sectoral emissions ceilings to Government by the 
end of Q2 this year.

24/02/2022WRG04500Cybersecurity Policy

24/02/2022WRG04600159. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the increases in funding that have been given to the National Cyber Security Cen-
tre over the past 12 months; his views on whether this has improved Ireland’s defence to cyber-
attack on State infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10481/22]

24/02/2022WRG04700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The programme budget for cyber security in my Department’s 
Vote for 2022 is €5.1 million, broken down between €2.5 million current and €2.6 million capi-
tal. While this is the same funding allocation as 2021, it represents a trebling of the budget when 
compared with 2020. In addition, provision has been made in the Department’s Estimate for 
2022 for a year-on-year increase in the payroll and administration for the National Cyber Secu-
rity Centre (NCSC) in the sum of €2.5 million, for a total of €2.1 million in pay and €400,000 
in non-pay administration overheads. The increased pay allocation is in recognition of the Gov-
ernment decision last July to expand the capacity of the NCSC with an additional 20 posts to be 
filled before the end of this year. Recruitment in respect of these posts is well underway, with 
three separate competitions launched and a fourth to begin this week.

The NCSC plays a leading role in implementing the National Cyber Security Strategy 2019-
2024. The Strategy includes a number of measures aimed at enhancing the security and resil-
ience of Government networks and data, as well as critical national infrastructure. Significant 
progress has been made in implementing these measures since 2019. For instance, the NCSC’s 
Sensor Programme has been deployed across all Government Departments, serving as an ad-
ditional layer of boundary protection that alerts the NCSC when particular types of activity are 
observed transiting Government networks. In collaboration with a cross departmental group 
drawn from across the public service, the NCSC recently published the baseline cyber security 
standard to be applied by all Government Departments and Agencies. The NCSC has also com-
pleted a National Risk Assessment of critical infrastructure, to ensure that NCSC has a thor-
ough understanding of Critical National Infrastructure and has contact channels with operators.  
Strengthening the NCSC is a key component of the Strategy, and last year we commissioned 
a capacity review to benchmark our NCSC against its counterparts in Europe and other States. 
The consultants noted the knowledge, expertise and motivation of the NCSC’s staff, which was 
apparent in their exemplary response to the HSE incident last May. The Government has ac-
cepted the recommendations in the capacity review and invested in increased capacity in a 
number of ways, including the appointment of a Director of the NCSC and a number of other 
new staff, new threat intelligence contracts, and a new contract with the UCD Centre for Cyber 
Security and Cyber Crime Investigations.
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24/02/2022WRG04800Energy Prices

24/02/2022WRG04900160. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if the proposed energy grant will be reviewed in light of ongoing inflation in energy 
prices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10280/22]

24/02/2022WRG05000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Electricity Costs (Domestic Electricity Accounts) Emergency Measures Bill 2022, current-
ly before the House, will establish a schme for an electricity costs emergency benefit payment 
to be credited, on a once off basis in 2022, to each domestic electricity account, having regard 
to the exceptional rise in energy prices. This is an exceptional measure designed to be delivered 
directly to all domestic electricity accounts using the existing electricity billing infrastructure 
and without application or further qualifying criteria, in order to allow payments to be made 
as efficiently and quickly as possible in light of the exceptional increases in electricity prices.

The scheme is to be operated by the Distribution System Operator (ESB Networks), and 
electricity suppliers and overseen by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). Based 
on the number of domestic electricity accounts, ESBN will make payments to the individual 
energy suppliers who will then credit each domestic electricity account held with them. The 
scheme will also include pre-pay customers.  The Government is acutely aware of the impact on 
households of increasing energy costs, which is why an increase in the benefit to €200, includ-
ing VAT, was included in the suite of policy measures announced by Government on 10 Febru-
ary, and meant that the total funding to be allocated to the scheme increased to €400 million.  It 
is important to note that this scheme is in addition to the Government’s ongoing measures to tar-
get support for people at risk of energy poverty and the protection of vulnerable customers, and 
is in addition to the measures introduced in the Budget.  The Deputy may also wish to note that 
regular information updates, including frequently asked questions, are being made available on 
gov.ie at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/4ae14-electricity-costs-emergency-benefit-scheme/.

24/02/2022WRH00200Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRH00300161. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the details of the avenues available to customers of State retrofit schemes who have 
complaints in relation to sub-standard work that has been carried out on their homes; the level 
of oversight in place to monitor work that has been carried out; the level of oversight in place 
to ensure the level of work and materials used are of sufficient quality to justify the expense 
incurred; if his attention has been drawn to situations in which homeowners have not had their 
complaints treated with the seriousness deserved by contractors involved and by the Sustain-
able Energy Authority of Ireland; the way that such complaints are addressed and resolved; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10474/22]

24/02/2022WRH00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As the retrofit industry transforms to accommodate much higher levels of output in line with 
our national targets, quality must be maintained at a high level to ensure value for money for the 
tax-payers and to sustain consumer confidence and demand. Contractors operating under any 
scheme supported by an SEAI grant must carry out the works in line with the SEAI’s Contractor 
Code of Practice and Domestic Technical Standards and Specifications as well as best practice 
and technical guidance documents including:

- NSAI S.R. 54:2014 Code of practice for the energy efficient retrofit of dwellings

-  Building Regulations Technical Guidance Documents
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-  The System Supplier/Product Manufacturer Guidelines

-  NSAI Agrément certificates

-  Irish, British or European Standards Guides

A Declaration of Works must be signed by both the homeowner and the contractor certifying 
completion of works. Post-works Building Energy Ratings are also carried out by independent 
BER assessors. 

In addition, contractors are required to demonstrate their tax compliance and insurance 
cover and cooperate with the scheme’s Quality Assurance programme. The Quality Assurance 
programme has been designed by SEAI to maintain high standards of contractor workman-
ship; build consumer confidence; monitor health and safety; and ensure proper governance of 
the spending of public money. Regular inspections of works are undertaken on a risk-based 
approach in accordance with international best practice. When sub-standard works are found, 
contractors are required to rectify the works to the satisfaction of the inspector, at no cost to the 
homeowner. 

As part of SEAI’s Code of Practice all contractors are required to resolve complaints. If a 
customer is not satisfied with the works completed, contractors must make every reasonable 
effort to resolve the complaint to the customer’s and SEAI’s satisfaction.

The SEAI deals with all complaints received appropriately and this informs the risk-based 
approach to inspections. The case by case review of any complaints may inform desk based 
investigations and/or site visits where deemed appropriate. SEAI operate under a Customer 
Charter and a complaints and appeals procedure is in place. If after following this procedure an 
applicant is not satisfied with the outcome, they can ask the Office of the Ombudsman for an 
independent review of the complaint. Further details are available here: www.seai.ie/customer-
charter/.

24/02/2022WRH00500National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRH00600162. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his views on the excessive use of different legal entities and vehicles which has 
increased legal, accounting and other costs in relation to the funding, ownership, control and 
corporate structure of National Broadband Ireland (details supplied); and his views on whether 
restrictions should be applied on the number of layers that can be used in such a corporate 
structure. [2515/22]

24/02/2022WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) contract, which was 
signed with National Broadband Ireland (NBI) in November 2019, is a comprehensive and 
detailed document. To protect the State’s investment and to ensure that the NBP milestones and 
deliverables are met, the contract was designed to include extensive protections, quality checks, 
reporting and monitoring obligations.On the matter of ownership of NBI, Metallah Limited is 
the 100% owner of the shares in the capital of NBI, save for the special share of the Minister, 
which does not provide ownership rights. While there are other legal entities in the structure, 
I am advised that this is common practice to facilitate investment in large scale critical infra-
structure projects of the scale of the NBP.   NBI is required to deliver key specific delivery 
milestones before subsidy claims can be submitted. Subsidy payments, relating to capital costs, 
can only be drawn down once these milestones are fully achieved and independently verified.  
The ownership structure remains as it was at the signing of the contract with NBI.I am satisfied 
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that the governance structure put in place through the NBP contract and by my officials will 
provide the necessary oversight to manage the contract and to ensure NBI’s compliance with its 
contractual obligations, including those regarding ownership.

24/02/2022WRH00800Air Quality

24/02/2022WRH00900163. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the proposed establishment of dedicated resources within regional 
lead authorities to provide co-ordination, expertise and advice to support consistent enforce-
ment of the new air quality regulations across the country; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9326/22]

24/02/2022WRH01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As outlined in the Programme for Government, I gave a commitment to develop an enhanced co-
ordinated approach to air quality enforcement to support the work of the Local Authorities in 
enforcing all air quality legislation under their remit.

Officials from my Department and the Local Government Management Agency are now 
working together on the assessment of the sector and the requirements to ensure the most ap-
propriate and cost effective enforcement structure is put in place.   

This structure will establish the provision of enhanced co-ordination, expertise and advice 
to support consistent implementation of all air quality legislation across the country. I have se-
cured funding of €1.2 million for 2022 to for the provision of additional supports in this regard.
My Department is fully committed to supporting Local Authorities in their enforcement work 
and has already commenced work with the sector to develop guidance and training, and the 
sharing of best practice.

24/02/2022WRH01100National Broadband Plan

24/02/2022WRH01200164. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will provide further details on the efforts to accelerate the roll-out of the national 
broadband plan; the steps that are being taken to address the current delays; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10459/22]

24/02/2022WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention 
will be delivered by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed 
and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million 
people living and working in the over 554,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses 
and farms along with some 679 schools.

Despite the unprecedented challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic, I am advised 
by NBI that, as of 11 February 2022, over 300,000 premises have been surveyed or have survey 
underway, with over 157,000 premises constructed or under construction across all counties. 
NBI has also advised that premises are connected in 16 counties and over 54,500 premises are 
available to order and pre-order across 22 counties.

NBI has implemented a number of measures to help lessen the impact that these challenges 
have had on the rollout including:

-  Increasing the rate of pole replacement and duct remediation per month;
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-  Bringing in additional NBI resources;

-  Earlier procurement of material used in the build stages; and

-  Bringing in additional subcontractors

The Department is currently working with NBI to agree an Updated Interim Remedial Plan 
(UIRP) which will recalibrate the targets for 2022 and beyond to take account of the knock on 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and other delays to the Programme. 

24/02/2022WRH01400Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRH01500165. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he is making provision for experimentation in the roll-out of the energy upgrade 
programme so that the impact of different approaches can be tested to find the approach that 
attracts the maximum level of participation. [9461/22]

24/02/2022WRH01600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Retrofit Plan aims to achieve the equivalent of 500,000 homes retrofitted to a 
Building Energy Rating of B2/cost optimal and the installation of 400,000 heat pumps in ex-
isting premises to replace older, less efficient heating systems by end-2030. This represents 
approximately 30% of the housing stock and is among the most ambitious retrofit targets in 
the world. The achievement of these targets will require a step-change in the pace and scale of 
delivery as well as the development of new approaches and innovation.

The recently announced National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme will foster innovation 
and aggregation in the retrofit sector which will have a positive impact on participation, com-
petitiveness and cost.  Under the scheme, One Stop Shops will be encouraged to bring together 
groups of homes for aggregated projects. This will help to deliver economies of scale and ef-
ficiencies in delivery as well as encouraging the development of new and innovative processes 
and technologies. The Community Energy Grant (CEG) Scheme also encourages innovative 
and pioneering partnerships between sectors. 

The impact of initiatives will be monitored on an ongoing basis by the SEAI and the Depart-
ment. A comprehensive evaluation measuring effectiveness and value will also take place in 
2023 and will inform future developments.  

24/02/2022WRH01700Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRH01800166. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he has made a request to date to Galway city and county councils for the 
preparation of their local authority climate action plans pursuant to the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10253/22]

24/02/2022WRH01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act, 2021 strengthens the 
role of Local Authorities for effective climate action. It sets out a statutory requirement for each 
Local Authority to prepare a Climate Action Plan, within 12 months of the receipt of a request 
from the Minister; with the request to be made not later than 18 months after the coming into 
operation of the Climate Act. Local Authority plans will have to be consistent with national 
climate plans and strategies, include both mitigation and adaptation measures, and be updated 
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every five years. Local Authorities will liaise with each other in the preparation of these plans. 
My Department is working with the Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs), the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland, and the Environmental Protection Agency to develop appropriate 
guidelines for the development and implementation of these plans. My Department continues 
to work with all four CAROs and stakeholders, including representatives from the Department 
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, on a regular basis, in particular through partici-
pation in the National Local Authority Climate Action Steering Group which meets regularly. 
CAROs continue to work with Local Authorities to both facilitate and monitor implementation 
of local climate actions undertaken under existing local adaptation strategies, and the climate 
charter developed under the 2019 Climate Action Plan.  My Department continues to fund the 
implementation of the Local Authority climate action training programme. This programme 
is increasing knowledge of climate change and the need for action among all Local Authority 
staff, and will facilitate both climate mitigation and adaptation at local level. 

Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 152.

24/02/2022WRH02100Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRH02200168. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will provide additional details on the one-stop -shop model of the national ret-
rofitting scheme and the way it will work in practice; if it will be ensured that it is not only 
accessible in digital format; if he will provide further details on the eligibility of persons with 
vacant or derelict properties to access the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10458/22]

24/02/2022WRH02300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The new National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme offers increased grant levels of up to 50% of 
the cost of a typical B2 home energy upgrade with a heat pump, up from the previous level of 
30-35%.

The scheme introduces a new way to undertake home energy upgrades with SEAI registered 
one stop shops providing an end-to-end service for homeowners. This includes surveying the 
home; designing the upgrades; managing the grant process; helping with access to finance; en-
gaging contractors to deliver the work; and quality assuring the work. 

The one stop shop service is available to homeowners, non-corporate landlords and Ap-
proved Housing Bodies (AHBs) whose property or home was built and occupied prior to 2011. 
Vacant or derelict properties can access the Scheme in line with the scheme guidelines. Other 
key elements of the Scheme include:

-  Homeowners will make applications to the Scheme through SEAI-registered, privately-
owned one stop shops.

-  Grants will be paid through the one stop shops. This will have the effect of reducing the 
financial burden on homeowners as they will only be required to fund the costs net of the grant 
amount. 

-  Grants are available for Home Energy Assessments; Heat Pumps; Wall and Roof Insula-
tion; Solar PV; Windows and Doors; Ventilation Systems; Project Management; as well as a 
Launch Bonus.

-  Homes upgraded under the scheme must reach a post works BER rating of B2 or better. 
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-  All homes must deliver a minimum primary energy uplift of at least 100 kWh/m2/year.

A new system is being established by the SEAI which will streamline and automate the 
grant application process. One stop shops will provide homeowners with the appropriate docu-
ments in electronic and paper form, as required. 

Registration for companies wishing to apply to be a one stop shop is now underway. It is 
expected that the first one stop shops will be registered within the coming weeks. Homeowners 
can then make applications for upgrades.

Question No. 169 answered with Question No. 109.

24/02/2022WRH02500Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRH02600170. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his views on the carbon tax and the current cost of living crisis given previous reports, 
including the ESRI Statistical Report Series 98 of October 2020. [9608/22]

24/02/2022WRH02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The carbon tax is a key pillar underpinning the Government’s Climate Action Plan 2021  targets 
to halve emissions by 2030 and reach net zero no later than 2050. These legally binding emis-
sion targets are set out in the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 
2021.

In line with the Programme for Government, the revenue that will be raised from carbon tax 
will be used to:

-  Ensure that the increases in the carbon tax are progressive by spending €3 billion on tar-
geted social welfare and other initiatives to prevent fuel poverty and ensure a just transition;

-  Provide €5 billion to part fund a socially progressive national retrofitting programme;

-  Allocate €1.5bn of additional funding to encourage and incentivise farmers to farm in a 
greener and more sustainable way. 

In this way the Carbon Tax is being used to fund policy measures that are progressive and 
support households who are vulnerable to the impact of global energy price increases. 

Analysis undertaken at Budget time using SWITCH - the ESRI tax and benefit model, to 
simulate the impact of the carbon tax increase and the compensatory welfare package, has esti-
mated that the net impact of the combined measures is progressive and households in the bot-
tom four income deciles will see all of the cost of the carbon tax increase offset, with the bottom 
three deciles being better off as a result of these measures. 

Further details on the use of Carbon Tax funds can be found at: www.gov.ie/en/
publication/7599a-budget-publications/.

The Department of Finance advise that the key drivers of inflation in recent months are 
‘base effects’, the imbalance between global demand and supply that has emerged as economies 
re-opened, and increases in global energy prices.  The increase in energy prices in Ireland is 
driven by the spikes in energy prices on the global markets. 

The Government has taken action to support households. 

Budget 2022 contained a large range of measures to protect households from the rising cost 
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of living, including a personal income tax package worth €520 million and a social welfare 
package of over €550 million.  In addition to the Budget 2022 measure, the Government has 
this month approved a further package of measures to the value of €505 million to mitigate the 
cost of living, including an increase in the energy credit  to €200 including VAT and lump sum 
payment of €125 on the fuel allowance.

24/02/2022WRJ00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/02/2022WRJ00300171. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the total funding provided to the Covid-19 credit guarantee scheme to date; the amount 
that has been drawn down to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10540/22]

24/02/2022WRJ00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme which makes up to €2 billion in lending avail-
able to SMEs and small mid-caps has been operating since September 2020.  Up to the end of 
January 2022, loans with a value of €640.8 million have been drawn or approved by 9,186 busi-
nesses.  Loans up to €1 million are available for terms up to 5.5 years.  Loans under €250,000 do 
not require any personal guarantees or collateral. Businesses which have been most impacted 
by the effects of COVID-19 are drawing the most loans; the wholesale and retail sector, the ac-
commodation and food services sector, the construction sector and the primary agriculture and 
fisheries sector account for 58% of all loans drawn under the scheme.  

Loans under the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme are financed by providers using their 
own resources.  Schemes operating under the Credit Guarantee Act, which includes the CO-
VID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme, are based on contingent liability. This means that there is 
no cost to the State unless a business is unable to pay back the loan for more than 90 days, 
whereupon the finance provider can call on the guarantee for 80% of the outstanding balance.  
The amount paid to finance providers in respect of calls under the guarantee was €252,346 at 
the end of January 2022.  

On 19 March 2020, the European Commission adopted a Temporary Framework to enable 
Member States to use the full flexibility foreseen under State aid rules to support the economy 
and help overcome the extremely difficult situation triggered by the Coronavirus outbreak. The 
COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme has been developed in accordance with the European 
Commission’s State Aid Temporary Framework and has been extended three times since Sep-
tember 2020 on each occasion the European Commission extended the Temporary Framework 
provisions. The last extension was in December 2021 and makes the scheme available until 30 
June 2022.  Any extension of the scheme beyond that point is dependent on a further  extension 
of the Temporary Framework by the European Commission.  I would therefore encourage busi-
nesses to avail of these low-cost loans in the remaining time of the scheme, which can be used 
for both working capital and investment purposes.

24/02/2022WRJ00500Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRJ00600172. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and 
in-person meetings he or officials from his Department have had with the National Women’s 
Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10574/22]

24/02/2022WRJ00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): Officials from my Department met with a representative of the National Women’s Coun-
cil of Ireland (NWCI) on 22nd July 2021 to discuss the work of the Balance for Better Business 
group.

On the 13th January 2022, I and officials from my Department had a virtual meeting with 
the NWCI and discussed the issue of legislative quotas for gender balance on boards and the 
work of the all-island women’s forum.

24/02/2022WRJ00800Joint Labour Committees

24/02/2022WRJ00900173. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the process his Department will put in place once the decision is made relating to 
joint labour committee recommendations regarding pay and conditions in the early learning and 
school age care sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10604/22]

24/02/2022WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): If the Labour Court receive proposals from the Early Years’ Joint Labour 
Committee (JLC) for the adoption of proposals for an Employment Regulation Order (ERO) 
they will examine the proposals and the report of the Chairman of the JLC submitted to it in 
accordance with the Industrial Relations Act, 1946 at Section 42B(12)(d).  The Labour Court 
may, as it thinks proper, adopt the proposal, amend the proposal, or refuse to adopt the proposal.  

Should the Labour Court adopt the proposal, it shall submit it to the Minister for his consid-
eration. It is then a matter for the Minister, should he be satisfied that the required legal steps 
have been adhered to and considers it appropriate to do so, to make an order - known as an 
Employment Regulation Order - giving statutory effect to such proposal.  

24/02/2022WRJ01100Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRJ01200174. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will address concerns raised within the report from the advisory Expert Group 
on Future Skills Needs, specifically the finding that in terms of retrofit scenarios for the domes-
tic residential sectors use of heat pump installations and domestic solar PV installations there 
would have to be a significant ramp-up of activity between 2021 and 2024, before needing to hit 
an annual peak of 56,000 retrofits, 43,000 heat pump installations and 28,000 domestic solar PV 
installations between 2025 and 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10536/22]

24/02/2022WRJ01300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department actively participated on the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs steering 
group which produced the ‘Skills for Zero Carbon” report. The report provides a valuable 
market analysis on the nature and quantity of the skills needed to achieve our national retrofit 
targets as outlined in the Climate Action Plan and National Retrofit Plan.   Building up capacity 
in the retrofit sector from current levels to a point where it can deliver on our national targets 
will require the right funding and initiatives to stimulate and support the market to invest and 
attract new entrants. 

The National Retrofit Plan, published last November, has already provided certainty to the 
sector in terms of the unprecedented commitment by Government to support residential and 
community retrofit over the next decade. The budget of €8 billion to the end of the decade 
and annual allocations published in the National Retrofit Plan, gives confidence to the sector 
to grow, take on staff, invest and innovate. The new SEAI grant schemes and expansion of the 
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Local Authority Retrofit Programme allow year-round working as compared to the stop-start 
programme previously in place, which held the sector back.

New and expanding businesses in the retrofit sector can face challenges as they develop 
and expand. Therefore, SEAI will work with these businesses to encourage them to avail of the 
range of supports available through the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), which include finan-
cial supports, training programmes and mentoring.

Expanding the retrofit workforce will also be key. The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs 
report indicates that we need to increase the number of full time equivalent workers from 4,000 
to 17,000 by the middle of the decade. Funding and operational certainty is a key step here. 
Furthermore, my colleague the Minister for Further and Higher Education has provided €17 
million to increase the number of retrofit and NZEB places to 4,550 this year. Minister Harris is 
also supporting two retrofit centres of excellence with three more to be in place later this year.

24/02/2022WRJ01400Climate Change Policy

24/02/2022WRJ01500175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the discussions and deliberations at the COP26 United 
Nations Climate Change Conference fall within Ireland’s carbon reduction targets; and if an 
equitable coexistence can emerge with obvious benefits for Ireland’s economy. [7800/22]

24/02/2022WRJ01600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) provides the frame-
work for addressing climate change. The UNFCCC 26th Conference of the Parties (COP26) 
delivered positively on a number of important matters, including strengthened efforts to build 
resilience to climate change, to curb greenhouse gas emissions and to provide the necessary 
finance for both. The overarching COP26 decision, the ‘Glasgow Climate Pact’, signifies that 
the goals of the Paris Agreement can still be met and commits all Parties to accelerate action on 
climate this decade. Ireland is a Party to this agreement and engages in negotiations through its 
membership of the EU.

Climate change, as a trans-boundary challenge, can only be addressed through committed 
ambition and effective multilateral cooperation at the international level. The EU has earned a 
leadership role on climate matters and continues to advance with comprehensive and ambitious 
climate policy, including committing to a more ambitious target to reduce its emissions by at 
least 55% by 2030 (relative to 1990 levels) and to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. Ireland 
has fully supported the increased EU ambition and recognises the central role that the EU has 
played in helping to drive the climate action agenda forward in a way that seeks to balance 
cost-effectiveness, fairness and solidarity across Member States. Ireland continues to support 
EU policy in this area.  Furthermore, Ireland’s increased targets set out in our Climate Action 
and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 are consistent with this EU ambition, 
and are consistent with an appropriate contribution by the State to global efforts to limit climate 
change to well below 2 Degrees Celsius and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase 
to 1.5 Degrees Celsius as articulated in the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement.     

The Climate Act sets Ireland on a legally binding path to net-zero emissions no later 
than 2050, and to a 51% reduction in emissions by 2030. It also establishes a significantly 
strengthened legally binding framework with clear commitments set in law and ensures the 
necessary structures and processes are embedded on a statutory basis, so that Ireland achieves 
its national, EU and international climate goals in the near and long-term. 
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24/02/2022WRJ01700Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRJ01800176. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will amend the warmer homes scheme to include carers benefit as an eligible 
payment given that a report (details supplied) estimates that households with a disabled person 
have an additional average spend of €9,027 per annum; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10529/22]

24/02/2022WRJ01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers free energy upgrades for eligible hom-
eowners at risk of energy poverty.  Since 2000, over 143,000 free upgrades have been supported 
by the SEAI administered scheme.  Last year, 2,126 upgrades were delivered under the scheme 
and the average cost of the energy efficiency measures provided per household was €17,100.

The scheme aims to prioritise lower income households who are living in the worst per-
forming homes. Eligible households must be in receipt of certain Department of Social Protec-
tion payments. These are mainly means tested payments such as the Fuel Allowance. 

Eligibility has been extended in recent years to include more groups who are at risk of 
poverty and deprivation, such as unemployed households with young children, single parent 
families and people with disabilities. 

The scheme is available to the following groups:

-  Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme.

-  Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and have a child under seven years of age

-  Working Family Payment

-  One-Parent Family Payment

-  Domiciliary Care Allowance

-  Carers Allowance and live with the person you are caring for

-  Disability Allowance for over six months and have a child under seven years of age

I understand that households where a person is in receipt of the Carer’s Benefit may also 
meet the criteria for receipt of the Fuel Allowance. Applicants can confirm whether they are 
eligible for the Fuel Allowance by contacting the Department of Social Protection. 

Other SEAI supports are available to all homeowners whose homes meet the eligibility 
criteria including:

-  Increased grants covering up to 50% of the cost of a whole home upgrade under the Na-
tional Home Energy Upgrade scheme; 

-  Increased grants for certain measures under the Better Energy Homes Scheme, for people 
taking a step by step or self managed approach to upgrades; and, 

-  A special enhanced grant rate, equivalent to 80% of the typical cost, for attic and cavity 
wall insulation to urgently reduce energy use and cost as part of the Government’s response to 
current exceptionally high energy prices.
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24/02/2022WRJ02000Recycling Policy

24/02/2022WRJ02100177. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if grants or financial supports are available from his Department for companies that 
wish to purchase machinery for recycling plastic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10532/22]

24/02/2022WRJ02200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department does not provide grants or financial supports of the kind referred to in the Ques-
tion. However, to support the implementation of the proximity principle, the Waste Action Plan 
for a Circular Economy outlines Government policy to create a regulatory and policy context to 
support the delivery of indigenous treatment capacity. 

24/02/2022WRJ02300Fuel Quality

24/02/2022WRJ02400178. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps being taken by him and his Department towards the implementation 
of new domestic solid fuel standards following his announcement on 7 September 2021; if a 
detailed timeline for implementation will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10548/22]

24/02/2022WRJ02500187. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the position on banning smoky coal fuel; and if provisions will be made for 
exemptions for certain vintage machinery such as locomotive engines and tractors. [10740/22]

24/02/2022WRJ02600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 178 and 187 together.

Each year, some 1,300 people die prematurely in Ireland due to air pollution from solid fuel 
burning. It is estimated that there are over 16,200 life years lost, while many people also experi-
ence a poor quality of life due to the associated short, and long-term, health impacts of this form 
of pollution. I remain committed to addressing this critical public health and environmental 
challenge through the introduction of New Solid Fuel Regulations for Ireland.

The Regulations are now drafted and will be progressing through the EU Technical Regu-
lation Information System as required in the coming weeks. The regulations will introduce 
minimum standards for all solid fuels placed on the market in Ireland. These new standards 
have been outlined since September 2021 when I announced that they would be in place by 
September 2022.

Introducing these standards will improve the quality of the air that we breathe, and the 
health of the public.

In relation to vintage machinery, the regulations apply to solid fuels that are placed on the 
market for residential heating, and should not impact on fuels supplied for the purposes of pow-
ering vintage machinery such as the examples given by the Deputy.  The Department will work 
with key vintage engine stakeholders to develop guidance on this in advance of the introduction 
of the regulations.

24/02/2022WRJ02700Environmental Schemes
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24/02/2022WRJ02800179. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if clarity will be provided in relation to the one-stop shop retrofitting grant; if the grant 
will be awarded if the final result of the retrofitting work does not meet the minimum BER B2 
rating; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10554/22]

24/02/2022WRJ02900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The new National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme offers increased grant levels of up to 50% 
of the cost of a typical B2 home energy upgrade with a heat pump (up from the current level of 
30-35%).

The scheme introduces a new way to undertake home energy upgrades with One-Stop-
Shops providing an end-to-end service for homeowners. This includes surveying the home; 
designing the upgrades; managing the grant process; helping with access to finance; engaging 
contractors to deliver the work; and quality assuring the work. 

Homes, built and occupied pre-2011, and owned by private homeowners, non-corporate 
landlords and Approved Housing Bodies are eligible for the scheme. Eligibility for grant sup-
port under the scheme, requires homes to reach a post works BER rating of B2 or better and 
deliver a minimum primary energy uplift of at least 100 kWh/m2/year. 

However, in addition to the establishment of the new scheme, Government has also made 
clear that it is important that households that want or need to carry out the upgrade over time, 
should be supported at the enhanced grant levels. For that reason, many of the new grant rates 
are also now available under the Better Energy Homes Scheme allowing homeowners to take a 
step-by-step approach or self-manage the project.

Overall, the fully funded upgrades under the Warmer Homes Scheme, the Local Author-
ity Retrofit Programme and the foregoing measures provide an unprecedented opportunity for 
people all over Ireland to upgrade to a warmer, healthier and more comfortable home, with 
lower energy bills.

24/02/2022WRJ03000Energy Prices

24/02/2022WRJ03100180. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the estimated price of oil on which his Department is basing its future energy pro-
jections in terms of energy security; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10558/22]

24/02/2022WRJ03200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In relation to oil security, the National Oil Reserve Agency (NORA) has responsibility for 
maintaining transport fuel security in Ireland. As a member of both the European Union and the 
International Energy Agency, Ireland maintains a 90 day fuel security reserve, the vast bulk of 
which is held physically at different regional locations on the island of Ireland. NORA provide 
monthly updates to the Department on the amount of stock held to show that it is meeting the 
90 day requirement.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) carry out energy modelling on behalf 
of my Department. The prices used for energy modelling by the SEAI is mainly the EU oil ref-
erence price, which projects oil prices at just under US$100 per barrel in 2030.  Other oil price 
references include the UK Department of Business oil prices, which are low case US$50 per 
barrel by 2030 and mid case US$80 per barrel by 2030.

Separately, my Department is carrying out a review of security of energy supply of Ireland’s 
electricity and natural gas systems focussing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring 
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a sustainable pathway to net zero emissions by 2050. The review includes a technical analysis 
which will help inform a public consultation. The technical analysis includes identification and 
examination of the key risks to the security of supply in the electricity and natural gas systems; 
identification of options that could address or mitigate these risks in the period to 2030; and 
appraisal of these options in the context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050. I expect 
the technical analysis will be published and the public consultation commenced by mid-2022. It 
is planned to complete the overall review following this consultation, at which point, it will 
be submitted to Government. 

Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRJ03225181. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-
person meetings ##he or officials from his Department have had with the National Women’s 
Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[10575/22]

Awaiting reply from Department.

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 140.

24/02/2022WRJ03300Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRJ03400183. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when the one-stop shops that are part of the recently announced national home retrofit 
scheme will be up and running; the proposals that are in place for County Wexford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10614/22]

24/02/2022WRJ03500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The recently launched National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme introduces a new, highly cus-
tomer centric, way to undertake home upgrades. SEAI registered One-Stop-Shops will pro-
vide an end-to-end service for homeowners. This includes surveying; designing the upgrades; 
managing the grant process; helping with access to finance; engaging contractors; and quality 
assurance.   The Scheme offers unprecedented grant levels, increased from around 30% to 50% 
of the cost of a typical B2 home energy upgrade with a heat pump. 

It is expected that the One-Stop-Shops will be distributed across Ireland, with a consider-
able number offering services nationwide through their network of contractors throughout the 
country. Other One-Stop-Shops will likely work within geographic regions. This will ensure 
that every home can benefit from the One-Stop-Shop service on offer.

Following Government approval, the SEAI registration portal for companies to apply to be 
a One-Stop-Shop opened. A number of One-Stop-Shops have already applied and it is expected 
that following the necessary process the first will be registered in the coming weeks. Homeown-
ers will then be able to make applications for upgrades under the new Scheme.

24/02/2022WRJ03600Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRJ03700184. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of a warmer home grant application by a person (details supplied); and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [10621/22]

24/02/2022WRJ03800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department funds a number of Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) grant 
schemes to support homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their properties.

The administration and management of applications under Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) schemes are an operational matter for the SEAI. As Minister, I have no function 
with regard to individual grant applications. 

SEAI has established a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members so that 
such queries can be addressed promptly, in line with SEAI’s objective to deliver services to the 
highest standards. The email address is oireachtas@seai.ie.

24/02/2022WRJ03900Environmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRJ04000185. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the SEAI application submitted by a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10625/22]

24/02/2022WRJ04100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department funds a number of Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) grant 
schemes to support homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their properties.

The administration and management of applications under Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) schemes are an operational matter for the SEAI. As Minister, I have no function 
with regard to individual grant applications. 

SEAI has established a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members so that 
such queries can be addressed promptly, in line with SEAI’s objective to deliver services to the 
highest standards. The email address is oireachtas@seai.ie.

24/02/2022WRJ04200Air and Water Pollution

24/02/2022WRJ04300186. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the level of engagement he and his Department have had with local authorities in 
relation to widespread breaches of the Air Pollution Act 1987; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10648/22]

24/02/2022WRJ04400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department remains committed to working with the Local Authority sector in developing 
and resourcing a regional approach to air quality enforcement.  Discussions are on-going with 
the Local Authority sector to establish an appropriate structure to provide co-ordination, ex-
pertise and advice to support effective and consistent implementation of air quality legislation 
across the country.

This process will ensure greater consistency of approach in terms of objectives, decisions, 
actions, and final environmental outcomes, as well as facilitating co-ordinated, intelligence led 
enforcement activities with other authorities such as An Garda Síochána and the Revenue Com-
missioners.  

Over the past number of months, my Department has intensified its engagement with the 
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County and City Manager Association in order to progress this new enforcement programme 
which will be supported by a financial provision of €1.2M secured in Budget 2022.

  Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 178.

24/02/2022WRK00200Renewable Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRK00300188. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if his attention has been drawn to the upfront cost of installing solar PV, which 
still makes it inaccessible to many households; if he plans to increase the financial support for 
households to install solar PV; when households with solar PV already installed will begin to 
receive a payment or credits for excess electricity sent back to the grid; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10742/22]

24/02/2022WRK00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department bought forward the final design of the Micro-generation Support Scheme 
(MSS) which was approved by Government in December 2021, targeting 380MW of new gen-
eration from renewables self-consumers to contribute to an overall target for solar PV of 2.5GW 
by 2030 under the Climate Action Plan..On the 15 February this year I signed the Regulations 
that transpose Articles 21 and 22 of the recast Renewable Energy Directive which brings these 
Articles into force. These Regulations provide an obligation on electricity suppliers to remuner-
ate micro-and small-scale generators for all excess renewable electricity they export to the grid, 
reflective of the market value.

The phased introduction of supports has already begun with the commencement of the MSS 
domestic solar PV grant on 16 February last, which provides a capital grant towards the costs 
of solar PV installations, with grant amounts available up to €2,400. Additionally, the new 
scheme has removed the minimum BER requirement and increased access to include homes 
built before 2021.

The grants are administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and 
more information is available on their website www.seai.ie/grants. My Department has made 
€14 million available for solar PV grants in 2022, an increase of 21% on the previous year, as 
part of an overall capital allocation to the SEAI.

24/02/2022WRK00500Broadband Infrastructure

24/02/2022WRK00600189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which the provision of broadband on a nationwide basis is pro-
gressing; if any particular shortcomings have been identified; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10767/22]

24/02/2022WRK00700190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the provision of broadband continues in such a way as to 
ensure that all areas throughout the country are beneficiaries; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10768/22]

24/02/2022WRK00800191. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the efforts being made to accelerate the provision of broadband; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10769/22]

24/02/2022WRK00900192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
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Communications the extent to which efforts are being made to ensure that the provision of 
broadband does not leave intermittent patches of poor or no service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10770/22]

24/02/2022WRK01000193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the efforts being made to ensure that broadband is provided in such a way 
as to eliminate the possibility of leaving areas without service at a time when digital hubs are 
necessary throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10771/22]

24/02/2022WRK01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 to 193, inclusive, together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 554,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with some 679 
schools, no matter how remote the location. 

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 11 February, over 301,000 
premises have been surveyed or have survey underway, with over 157,000 premises construct-
ed or under construction across all counties. NBI has also advised that premises are connected 
in 16 counties; Carlow, Cavan, Clare, Cork, Galway, Kerry, Kildare, Laois, Limerick, Louth, 
Monaghan, Roscommon, Sligo, Tipperary, Wexford and Wicklow and over 54,500 premises are 
available to order and pre-order across 22 counties. 

Further details are available on specific areas through the NBI website which provides a 
facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided 
with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this 
facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific 
updates related to their own premises as works commence. NBI has a dedicated email address, 
reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific queries.

It remains the ambition of the Government to rollout the National Broadband Plan as quick-
ly as possible. My Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of ac-
celerating aspects of the NBP rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises 
which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. However, 
the primary focus must be on addressing the delays which have arisen and ensuring that the 
National Broadband Ireland build programme gets back on track and is building momentum 
month on month.

The NBP Contract allows National Broadband Ireland (NBI) to explore alternative tech-
nologies if they are deemed necessary to assist delivery of the contract requirements. In doing 
so NBI must ensure that any alternative technologies utilised do not negatively impact on hav-
ing a reliable and robust network available for all premises within the Intervention Area and 
that minimum contracted speeds are achieved. These considerations are a matter for NBI in the 
first instance given its responsibility to deliver the State led intervention under the contract with 
the State.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 
11 February 2022, 486 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband 
service will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by 
the Department of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the 
Department of Education for school BCPs. Further details can be found at nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
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My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools 
with no high speed broadband within the Intervention Area. Further details of schools in scope 
are available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

The Government launched its digital strategy “ Harnessing Digital – The Digital Ireland 
Framework” earlier this month. The strategy will ensure that benefits are achieved by making 
connectivity available to everyone, including via the National Broadband Plan, Remote Work-
ing Hubs and Broadband Connection Points, with a target of ensuring all Irish households and 
businesses are covered by a Gigabit network no later than 2028 and all populated areas covered 
by 5G no later than 2030. An outline of the Framework is available at: www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/3a922-online-launch-of-harnessing-digital-the-digital-ireland-framework/.

  Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 189.

  Question No. 191 answered with Question No. 189.

  Question No. 192 answered with Question No. 189.

  Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 189.

24/02/2022WRK01600Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRK01700194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which carbon reduction measures continue at pace while avoid-
ing damage to the agrifood sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10772/22]

24/02/2022WRK01800195. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which carbon reduction measures can be best served without 
damage in the agrifood sector given the extent of hunger and starvation worldwide; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10773/22]

24/02/2022WRK01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 194 and 195 together.

The Climate Action Plan 2021 sets an ambitious emissions reduction target for the agricul-
ture sector of between 22% and 30% by 2030, compared against 2018. While the achievement 
of this target will require significant effort, I am confident in the sector’s ability to achieve its 
climate targets without compromising food production.

The high proportion of national emissions represented by agriculture means that for Ireland 
to meet its overall emissions reduction targets, the agriculture sector must make a positive con-
tribution to combating climate change, supporting our transition to a climate resilient and low 
carbon economy. The core measures outlined in the Climate Action Plan 2021 for the agricul-
ture sector will increase both the efficiency of the sector and its diversification, including into 
organic production and the production of biomethane. Further measures will also be required to 
meet the emissions reduction target, which will include the introduction of a model for carbon 
farming, exploring feed-related methane reduction solutions, and conducting a diversification 
review which will include an assessment on the wider production of biomethane. 

A climate resilient agriculture sector should be able to grow sustainably, resist climate 
shocks and pursue climate-change related opportunities concurrently. Having a robust and sus-
tainable agri-food sector is important for our national economy and international trade. Farm-
ers will benefit from climate action by harnessing new opportunities, as well as reducing the 
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harmful impacts that climate change has on their land and livelihood. Farming communities 
are already experiencing these impacts today, with prolonged droughts, floods, and extreme 
weather events. The Government is committed to striking a balance between our environmen-
tal, climate, and biodiversity needs, and supporting our farmers and agri-food industries, which 
is reflected in Climate Action Plan 2021.

  Question No. 195 answered with Question No. 194.

24/02/2022WRK02100Environmental Policy

24/02/2022WRK02200196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the various programmes for carbon sequestration have 
advanced; the methods most commonly used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10774/22]

24/02/2022WRK02300198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which methods of carbon sequestration have grown in the past 
two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10776/22]

24/02/2022WRK02400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 196 and 198 together.

The land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) sector consists of the categories for-
est land, cropland, grassland, wetlands, settlements, other land and harvested wood products. It 
is currently the only sector which has the potential to sequester CO2 from the atmosphere. In 
2015, the EU LULUCF sector reported a net carbon sink of about 309 Mt CO2-eq. This was 
dominated by CO2 sequestered by existing and new forests. In contrast, Ireland is currently a 
net emitter of greenhouse gasses (GHG) from the LULUCF sector to the order of 4.8 MtCO2-
eq. in 2018.

This is largely due to the GHG emissions from grasslands and wetlands, resulting from 
drainage of organic soils, being greater than the sink from forest land and harvested wood 
products. All our LULUCF categories have the potential to be managed as net sinks for GHG.

The Climate Action Plan 2021 set out a range of LULUCF policies and measures which will 
establish a pathway for this sector to become a sustainable net sink in the long term, supporting 
our transition to a carbon-neutral economy and society no later than 2050. Actions to reduce 
Ireland’s net LULUCF emissions include:

- Increasing our annual afforestation rates and promoting forest management initiatives to 
increase carbon sinks and stores.

- Reducing management intensity (water table management) of grasslands on drained or-
ganic soils.

- Improving the management grasslands on mineral soils for carbon sequestration.

- Increasing the inclusion of cover crops in tillage and increasing the incorporation of straw 
to at least 10% of the tillage (cereal) area.

- Rehabilitating 65,000 hectares of peatlands across numerous landowners and projects.

In addition, the national land-use review, committed to in the Programme for Government, is 
under way and will consider options for how we might improve the management our land to ad-
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dress all our environmental challenges while supporting a sustainable agri-food sector.

24/02/2022WRK02500Climate Action Plan

24/02/2022WRK02600197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the steps that he and his Department continue to take to incentivise carbon 
reduction without penalising the community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10775/22]

24/02/2022WRK02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In 2021, my Department undertook a series of interlinked public consultations, the Climate 
Conversations, as part of the National Dialogue on Climate Action. These consultations pro-
vided information on where financial support is required for local climate action, where ca-
pacity building is needed and the types of projects and initiatives that are being considered at 
local level. The Conversations helped to inform the development of the Community Climate 
Action Programme.  The Community Climate Action Programme was launched on 10 Novem-
ber, 2021. Under this programme €60 million from the Climate Action Fund will be invested 
in community climate action projects and initiatives, as well as capacity building, over the 
next three years. The overall aim of this Programme is to support and empower communities 
to shape and build low carbon, sustainable communities in a coherent way to contribute to na-
tional climate and energy targets. Phase 1 involves the allocation of an initial €30 million over 
an 18-month period for two strands of the Programme.

Under Strand 1, €24 million is being provided to all local authorities to support communi-
ties to build low carbon communities in a considered and structured way. This strand is cur-
rently being finalised with the local authorities. Further information will be available from the 
websites of the local authorities and my Department shortly. 

Under Strand 2, a total of €6 million will be provided to build community capacity in rela-
tion to climate action. €1 million of this has already been allocated for 14 projects under the 
Creative Climate Action Fund. The remaining €5 million has been allocated for an open call 
for projects and initiatives that facilitate community climate action through education, capacity 
building and learning by doing, which is being run by Pobal on behalf of the Department. A 
total of 72 applications were received in response to this call and are currently being assessed.

  Question No. 198 answered with Question No. 196.

24/02/2022WRK02900Renewable Energy Generation

24/02/2022WRK03000199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which it is intended to use renewable energy as a means of car-
bon reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10777/22]

24/02/2022WRK03100202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which it is intended to use wind energy as a means of carbon 
reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10782/22]

24/02/2022WRK03200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 199 and 202 together. 

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 establishes 
a system of carbon budgeting with a ‘carbon budget programme’ comprising three five-year 



Questions - Written Answers

96

economy-wide budgets that set a limit, on an economy wide basis, for the amount of Green-
house Gas (GHG) emissions that can be emitted in that period. The  carbon budgets will be 
supplemented by sectoral emissions ceilings, setting the maximum amount of GHG emissions 
that are permitted in a given sector of the economy during each five-year carbon budget.

Under the Climate Action Plan 2021, Ireland has a target to increase the proportion of re-
newable electricity to up to 80% by 2030. This will contribute to Ireland’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions reduction targets by substituting primarily wind and solar electricity generation for fossil 
fuel electricity generation, as well as displacing emissions in other sectors, including household 
heating and car transport. 

The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) is Ireland’s flagship policy to deliver on 
the Government’s target of up to 80% renewable electricity by the end of the decade.  The first 
Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) auction for onshore wind and solar projects was 
held in 2020 and the first RESS 1 projects have now reached commercial operation with further 
projects to reach commercial operation throughout 2022. The second RESS auction process has 
begun with the qualification application window having closed in January and the auction is 
scheduled to take place in May.

As well as this, Government has recently approved a Microgeneration Support Scheme 
(MSS) which supports deployment of an expected 260 MW of new micro (<50 kW) renew-
able generation by 2030.  My Department is also developing a small-scale generator scheme 
for farmers, business, and communities to generate their own electricity and feed into the grid. 

Ireland has considerable offshore renewable energy (ORE) potential with a target of 5 GW 
by 2030. Ireland’s intention is to move to a plan-led approach to the development of the ORE 
sector. A new Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP II) will be completed 
by the end of 2022.

This year, my Department opened a consultation on the proposed assessment criteria for the 
first batch of Maritime Area Consent (MAC) applications from a set of seven qualified ORE 
projects. Consultation is also currently open on how the second batch of projects (Phase 2) will 
be selected to enter the new consenting system. My Department is also finalising the terms and 
conditions on the first of three planned auctions this decade for the offshore Renewable Elec-
tricity Support Scheme (ORESS).

24/02/2022WRK03300Waste Management

24/02/2022WRK03400200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which plastic reduction measures have been successful; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10780/22]

24/02/2022WRK03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Plastic is a valuable material in modern society however when 
it is not properly managed, it can have serious negative effects on the environment and human 
health. In 2017, the impact of plastics rose to a new level of prominence following David At-
tenborough’s “Blue Planet” series.  Since then, there have been significant developments in 
plastics policy both in Ireland and at EU level, most notably the EU’s Plastic Strategy, 2018 
and Single Use Plastics Directive, 2019 as well as Ireland’s Waste Action Plan for a Circular 
Economy, 2020. Measuring the impact of these policies is key to success. 

Ireland transposed the SUP (Single Use Plastic) Directive last year. It banned a range of 
single-use items from July 2021. Further measures will be introduced this year and in coming 



24 February 2022

97

years which will significantly reduce the impact of SUP items in use, including:

-  A Deposit Return Scheme for plastic bottles and aluminium cans which will be introduced 
later this year;

-  Measures to reduce disposable beverage cups and food containers; starting with the intro-
duction of a so-called ‘latte levy’; and

-  A number of new Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes for tobacco products, 
balloons, wet wipes and fishing gear.New data collection arrangements to capture the volume 
of SUPs placed on the market and disposed of at end of life take effect this year. The outputs 
from this will provide essential insights into the success or otherwise of the reduction measures 
in place and will be used to inform the design of future interventions.

24/02/2022WRK03600Waste Management

24/02/2022WRK03700201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which waste management is being utilised in the context of car-
bon reduction and waste to heat combinations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10781/22]

24/02/2022WRK03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): In Ireland, the management and treatment of waste is carried 
out in accordance with national and European legislation, and in line with policy frameworks 
such as the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy, 2020.  These policies and laws set out 
a hierarchy for the management and treatment of waste generated within the country.  The pre-
ferred treatment option for residual municipal waste is management via high efficiency thermal 
treatment, which includes energy production in line with national and European policies.

In Ireland, there are currently two dedicated recovery facilities which are classified as high 
efficiency thermal treatment or Energy from Waste facilities; one operated by Covanta in Dublin 
and the other by Indaver in County Meath.  Together these plants are licensed to treat 835,000 
tonnes of non-hazardous municipal waste for energy recovery.  The two facilities currently 
produce electricity, which is exported to the national grid. The Energy from Waste facility lo-
cated in Dublin is also designed and capable of operating as a high efficiency Combined Heat 
and Power Facility, which can utilise some of the heat produced at the facility as a heat source 
for a district heating network.  Dublin City Council is currently in the process of developing 
a district heating network to utilise this heat for space and hot water within the city displacing 
alternative higher carbon generators.  In addition, three cement kilns are currently licensed to 
accept solid recovered fuel (SRF) derived from waste for co-incineration at their plants.  In 
2021, these cement kilns processed in excess of 237,000 tonnes of SRF, which replaced fossil 
fuels such as gas.

  Question No. 202 answered with Question No. 199.

24/02/2022WRL00200Air Quality

24/02/2022WRL00300203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which air quality monitoring stations continue to show improve-
ment in air quality or otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10783/22]

24/02/2022WRL00400204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
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Communications the number and locations of air quality monitoring stations throughout the 
country; the degree to which air quality has fluctuated at each station in the past five years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10784/22]

24/02/2022WRL00500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 203 and 204 together. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for monitoring ambient air 
quality in Ireland via the national Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme 2017-2022 
(AAMP). Under this programme the national monitoring network has undergone a significant 
upgrade in recent years and has been expanded from 29 stations in 2017 to 97 today. The final 
expansion of the network will be completed this year and will increase the number of official 
stations to 110. 

All stations collect air quality data for a range of pollutants in order to provide information 
to the public, and for assessment against European legal limit values and World Health Organi-
sation guideline values. Details of the locations of all monitoring stations, along with real-time 
and historic data from each station, can be found at www.airquality.ie. 

As many monitoring stations have only been in place for a short while, an analysis of longer 
terms trends, improvements and fluctuations across the network is not yet available. However, 
the EPA produce an annual report on Air Quality in Ireland which provides an overview of our 
air quality and key issues that impact upon it. 

The LIFE EMERALD project, which commenced in 2021, will use the information from 
our monitoring network to provide a national 3-day air quality forecast and near real-time map-
ping of air pollutants throughout the country; and to create historical maps of air pollutants. 
The project will improve Ireland’s ambient air quality management capabilities, by using an air 
quality modelling system to gain a better understanding of the factors contributing to poor air 
quality and develop a system that will provide better information to the public. 

  Question No. 204 answered with Question No. 203.

24/02/2022WRL00700Energy Conservation

24/02/2022WRL00800205. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the expert advice available to him with regard to cavity wall insulation versus external 
wrap insulation; if it is possible to get grant aid for both insulation works on the same house; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10786/22]

24/02/2022WRL00900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government recently approved a package of significantly improved supports to make it 
easier and more affordable for homeowners to undertake home energy upgrades, for warmer, 
healthier and more comfortable homes, with lower energy bills and lower emissions. The sup-
ports include a new National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme, offering increased grant levels 
of up to 50% of the cost of a typical B2 home energy upgrade with a heat pump (up from the 
previous level of 30-35%).

One Stop Shops will offer homeowners all the services required for a complete home energy 
upgrade including an initial Home Energy Assessment and management of the grant application 
process. The most appropriate type of wall insulation depends the wall type of the property. The 
three main wall types are cavity walls, solid walls and hollow block walls. A recommendation 
on the appropriate type of wall insulation for a given property is included in the Home Energy 
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Assessment.

Under the National Home Energy Upgrade scheme, homeowners can receive grants for the 
measures recommended to achieve the B2 and heat pump standard as outlined in the Home En-
ergy Assessment. Specific measures that were previously funded by the SEAI are not eligible 
for a second grant. However, in cases where the wall was previously insulated through another 
SEAI scheme and the Home Energy Assessment determines that a second wall insulation is 
required to meet the heat pump requirement, then a second measure is allowed as follows:

-  Internal Wall Insulation is eligible where cavity has previously been funded. 

-  External wall insulation is eligible where either cavity or internal wall insulation has been 
funded.

Two wall insulation measures cannot be grant funded under the same Home Energy Up-
grade Scheme application. 

24/02/2022WRL01000Airport Security

24/02/2022WRL01100206. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the delays that businesses in Dublin Airport are experiencing with the new enhanced back-
ground checking system and the impact that this is having on their ability to successfully recruit 
new staff; and his plans to address this issue. [10619/22]

24/02/2022WRL01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Ar-
rangements were put in place to implement enhanced background checking arrangements for 
certain aviation employees from 1 January 2022 in line with updated European regulatory re-
quirements.

The updated regulation adds a security intelligence check to the existing requirement for a 
criminal history check as well as increasing the frequency of the checks for existing employees. 
The checks are undertaken by the relevant employer informed by criminal history information 
and a security intelligence indicator provided by An Garda Síochána. 

While enhanced background checks are an important part of the recruitment process for a 
significant number of aviation staff, the processing times for the provision of the supporting 
material are a matter for An Garda Síochána.

24/02/2022WRL01300Student Travel Card

24/02/2022WRL01400207. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport if there is a 
refund procedure for student card holders, who are charged full travel prices as a result of not 
presenting their student cards at the time of travel; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10748/22]

24/02/2022WRL01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport; I am not involved in the 
day-to-day operations of public transport, nor decisions on fares. It is the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) that has responsibility for the regulation of fares charged to passengers in 
respect of public transport services, provided under public service obligation (PSO) contracts

In light of the Authority’s responsibility in this area, I have forwarded the Deputy’s specific 
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question in relation to a possible refund procedure for student card holders who are charged full 
travel prices as a result of not presenting their student cards at the time of travel on public trans-
port services, to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within ten working days.

24/02/2022WRL01600Electric Vehicles

24/02/2022WRL01700208. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which the 
use of electric vehicles has contributed to carbon reduction; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10778/22]

24/02/2022WRL01800209. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which the 
number of electric vehicles has increased on Irish roads; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10779/22]

24/02/2022WRL01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208 and 
209 together.

Providing a sustainable, low-carbon transport system is a key priority of the Department. 
The Programme for Government commits to 7% average annual emissions reduction to 2030; 
ultimately, the goal is for a zero-emission mobility system by 2050. Electrification will be key 
to achieving this objective in the transport sector. 

Electric vehicles (EVs) are the most prominent transport mitigation measure in the Climate 
Action Plan, and Ireland has set an ambitious target of 945,000 EVs on our roads by 2030. This 
target is challenging but indicates the scale of the transformation that is needed across all sec-
tors if Ireland is to achieve its climate targets in the coming years. 

A comprehensive suite of measures is available to EV drivers, including purchase grants for 
private car owners and taxi drivers, VRT relief, reduced tolls, home charger grants, favourable 
motor and BIK tax rates, as well as a comprehensive charging network. These measures have 
collectively contributed to increased take up of EVs in Ireland in recent years, albeit from a low 
base of 3,799 at the end of 2017, to over 50,500 now. 

Ireland has introduced its objective to be a climate neutral economy by no later than 2050 
in a robust fashion through primary legislation. The commitment has been placed on a statutory 
footing through the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021. 
Core Measures will focus on a shift to transport modes with lower energy consumption, includ-
ing walking, cycling, and public transport; accelerating the electrification of road transport; and 
the use of biofuels. Examples of key initiatives include a requirement, from 2023, that all new 
vehicles being purchased by the State are BEVs (Battery Electric Vehicles), unless there is no 
viable electric option. 

Modelling for the Climate Action Plan included electrification of the Irish fleet. A number 
of scenarios were modelled based on all future vehicle sales becoming 100% electric by a given 
year. The core scenario assumes plug-in electric vehicles rising to 100% of new private car sales 
(80% battery electric vehicles and 20% plug-in hybrid electric vehicles) by 2029. This uptake 
profile delivers around 845,000 plug-in electric private cars ‘on the road’ in 2030. The private 
car fleet emission model suggests that this rate of uptake of electric vehicles will deliver a 36% 
reduction in tail-pipe carbon emissions per car Km. The overall impact of improved vehicle 
technology, including electrification, is a 4.0Mt (=29%) reduction in total transport-related car-
bon emissions by 2030.
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  Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 208.

24/02/2022WRL02100Electric Vehicles

24/02/2022WRL02200210. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the ESB ecar cards require a minimum credit of €5 at all times; the 
rationale for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10544/22]

24/02/2022WRL02300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The ESB eCars charging network was 
free to use from 2010 until 2019. In November 2019, ESB eCars introduced fees for fast charger 
use. The prices are set at 29c per KWh, for subscribers (€5 yearly subscription), and 33c per 
KWh for pay-as-you-go customers.  In addition there is a fee for overstaying at a fast charger. 
The overstay fee is €5 if a car is charging over 45 minutes.  

The fees for use of fast chargers are in keeping with the recommendations of the Low Emis-
sion Vehicle Taskforce which set out that home charging should be the most cost-effective 
method of charging, followed by on-street public charging and then fast charging – with fast 
charging no more expensive than the cost of fuelling a conventionally powered vehicle for the 
same journey. 

In 2020, ESB eCars introduced user charges for ESB eCars standard charge points. The 
pricing is set at 23c per KWh for ESB subscribers and 26.8c per KWh for pay-as-you-go cus-
tomers. The introduction of fees aimed to encourage further investment in charging infrastruc-
ture, ensure consumers are incentivised to charge at home and avoid overstaying at chargers. 
Electric vehicle owners, including the Irish Electric Vehicle Owners Association, have been 
broadly supportive of the ESB’s introduction of fees. 

The application of a minimum credit limit is an operational matter and as such I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question directly to ESB ecars for reply. Please advise my Office if a reply 
is not received within ten working days. 

24/02/2022WRL02400Driver Licences

24/02/2022WRL02500211. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport if an exception can be granted in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10557/22]

24/02/2022WRL02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current fitness to drive requirements in relation to epilepsy have been in place since 2010. There 
was no rule change in November of last year. 

The standards of fitness to drive are set out in EU legislation and national law. A person di-
agnosed with epilepsy must provide a medical report completed by a general practitioner (GP) 
when applying for a driving licence for any category. 

Sláinte agus Tiomáint - Medical Fitness to Drive Guidelines, to assist doctors and other 
healthcare professionals to assess medical fitness, to drive are available on the National Office 
of Traffic Medicine website, www.rcpi.ie/traffic-medicine/.

24/02/2022WRL02700Vehicle Registration Tax
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24/02/2022WRL02800212. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if motor tax can be refunded 
for a vehicle that was off road for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10560/22]

24/02/2022WRL02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
the Deputy will be aware, there is a facility in place to declare a vehicle off the road where it is 
not going to be in use in a public place. This is underpinned by the Non-Use of Motor Vehicles 
Act 2013.  The primary purpose of the Act was to replace retrospective declarations of vehicles 
being off the road with a system where the vehicle must be declared off the road in advance.

The current procedures, only allowing for a future declaration of non-use, have been in 
place since 2013. An owner can indicate that a vehicle is going to be off the road by making a 
declaration of non-use at any time in the last month of an existing motor tax disc or previously 
made declaration of non-use.  

Where a declaration is not made in advance, motor tax must be paid for a minimum of 3 
months, along with any arrears of motor tax incurred between the expiry of the last motor tax 
taken out and the renewal of motor tax.

Motor tax legislation does not provide for exemptions in individual cases. You will appreci-
ate the difficulties in providing for exemptions in particular cases, given that other people have 
had to pay arrears in motor tax where the Declaration of Non-use of a Motor Vehicle was not 
made on time, and the necessity generally of maintaining a consistent approach in the applica-
tion of the legislation.

24/02/2022WRL03000Road Projects

24/02/2022WRL03100213. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Transport the funding that has been 
made available in 2022 to progress proposals for the construction of a relief road for Castlemar-
tyr, County Cork; the current status of such proposals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10564/22]

24/02/2022WRL03200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme. 
Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned. This is also subject to the Public Spending Code and the 
necessary statutory approvals.

I can confirm that an allocation has been made by TII to Cork County Council for the N25 
Castlemartyr and Killeagh bypass, which is on the N25 Midleton to Youghal corridor. TII is 
best placed to provide information concerning the current status and funding of this proposed 
project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/02/2022WRL03300Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRL03400214. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport the number of engagements, 
including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings he or officials from his 
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Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10587/22]

24/02/2022WRL03500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Neither I, nor officials from my depart-
ment, have had direct engagement with the National Women’s Council of Ireland (NWCI) dur-
ing the period specified. 

Officials from the department have attended meetings and webinars where the NWCI have 
also been represented.  My officials have also reached out to the NWCI as part of our programme 
of regular stakeholder engagement in relation to areas which may be of interest to them.

24/02/2022WRL03600Road Safety

24/02/2022WRL03700215. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding mo-
torway lighting along the M1 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10593/22]

24/02/2022WRL03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme. 
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
operation and management of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. This includes the matter of 
lighting along motorways.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/02/2022WRL03900Driver Licences

24/02/2022WRL04000216. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport if she will assist 
in issuing a renewed driver licence to a person (details supplied) given the significant delay that 
has been encountered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10620/22]

24/02/2022WRL04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
All enquires relating to driver licensing are handled by the National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS), the provision of which I have delegated to the Road Safety Authority (RSA) under the 
relevant legislation. My Department does not have access to individual applications. 

24/02/2022WRL04200National Transport Authority

24/02/2022WRL04300217. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he will confirm a company 
(details supplied) has won a competitive tender from the National Transport Authority for the 
operation of new orbital routes W4 and W6; the reason the authority believes the company 
can operate these services given widespread non-operation of its existing services as a result 
of either driver absences or the inability to retain staff; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10653/22]

24/02/2022WRL04400218. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport the weighting that is given by 
the National Transport Authority to the payroll costs of the company that won the tender to 
operate the new orbital routes W4 and W6; if the authority compares payroll costs between the 
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different companies tendering for these routes; the way it appraises these costs; the weighting 
that it gives to the driving schedules and time spent driving by each driver on the new expected 
schedules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10654/22]

24/02/2022WRL04500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 217 and 
218 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport; however, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 
Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 it is a statutory function of the National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) to procure public transport services by means of Public Service Obliga-
tion (PSO) contracts. 

In light of the Authority’s responsibility in this area, I have forwarded the Deputy’s specific 
questions in relation to the tendering of the new orbital routes W4 and W6  to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

  Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 217.

24/02/2022WRM00300Road Projects

24/02/2022WRM00400219. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport the progress made since the 
granting of planning permission by an Bord Pleanála with the N6 Galway city ring road motor-
way scheme 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10655/22]

24/02/2022WRM00500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme. 
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. This is also subject 
to the Public Spending Code and the necessary statutory approvals. 

Planning permission was granted by An Bord Pleanála on 6 December 2021, subject to con-
ditions. As of today, three Judicial Reviews have been lodged. The progression of this project is 
dependent on the outcome of these reviews. In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on 
the current status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/02/2022WRM00600Driver Licences

24/02/2022WRM00700220. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 49 of 9 February 2022, if the persons assigned within the Road Safety Authority, 
RSA, with responsibility for the establishment of an exchange agreement on driving licences 
between Ireland and Ukraine are currently in active employment; if they are absent from the 
workplace; if the project will be reassigned; when work will recommence on the establishment 
of an agreement between the two authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10665/22]

24/02/2022WRM00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This 
is a matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct 
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reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

24/02/2022WRM00900Transport Policy

24/02/2022WRM01000221. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the recruitment crisis currently facing the transport sector; the steps and assistance his 
Department is providing to resolve the crisis and bring additional drivers into the sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10666/22]

24/02/2022WRM01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I am 
fully aware of the recruitment crisis currently facing the transport sector, and of the shortage of 
HGV drivers in particular. The driver shortage is not confined to Ireland; it has been a growing 
issue across Europe and globally for a number of years now.  It is a multifaceted issue with a 
range of different contributing factors, including the COVID-19 pandemic, which has clearly 
had a significant impact on the labour market for many sectors.

My Department established the National Logistics and Supply Chain Skills Group in 2019, 
the key objective of which is to support the promotion of careers, skills development and sus-
tainable employment in the logistics and supply chain sectors in Ireland.  The Group includes 
haulage and logistics sector industry representatives, education and training providers and all 
of the relevant Government Departments and Agencies. 

Last year I asked the Group to examine the HGV driver shortage and make recommenda-
tions, with specific regard to actions that can be taken by Government and the industry. These 
recommendations were finalised at the end of 2021 and have been published here - gov.ie - Lo-
gistics and Supply Chain Skills Group (www.gov.ie) The recommendations are aimed at ame-
liorating the supply issue, without undermining the working conditions and health and safety of 
drivers or other road users.  

Implementation of the Recommendations will now be monitored via the Logistics and Sup-
ply Chain Skills Group who meet quarterly. Some of the recommendations have already been 
implemented and work is ongoing in respect of others.

For example, recruitment from abroad could make new drivers available in the short term. 
My Department maintains regular engagement with the Department of Social Protection (DSP), 
which has dedicated employer relations teams offering a range of supports and services to em-
ployers to fill vacancies including recruitment campaigns, specialised jobs fairs and through the 
online portal JobsIreland.ie.

The DSP organises events in the EU/EEA labour market via the EURES network. On 02 
March next there will be a EURES event aimed at jobseekers based in Romania who are inter-
ested in coming to Ireland to work. On 15 March, there will be an event for jobseekers from 
across the EU with a focus specifically on jobs in Ireland in the transport sector, as well as in 
hospitality and construction. Companies can post job vacancies directly on the event website 
here - Jobs in Ireland 2022 – Hospitality, Construction & Transport | EURES - European Job 
Days – and I understand that many companies in the transport sector have already done so.   

HGV drivers from outside the EU/EEA must have a valid employment permit and a visa 
to work in Ireland, if coming from a visa required state as defined by the Department of Jus-
tice.  Following engagement with my colleague Minister of State English at the Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, the quota for employment permits for HGV drivers from 
outside the EU/EEA was removed in 2021. I am aware that the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment is currently experiencing a high level of applications for work permits across 
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all sectors but has recently assigned additional resources to work through this. Non EU/EEA 
drivers must also exchange their HGV drivers licence for an Irish licence.  Ireland has licence 
exchange agreements with several countries and the Road Safety Authority, which oversees 
these agreements, is engaging with a number of other countries with a view to progressing fur-
ther licence exchange agreements.

In terms of attracting young people already based in Ireland into transport careers, the pro-
motion of education, training, careers and sustainable employment in the sector is crucial, along 
with skills development and career progression for existing workers. I am very encouraged at 
recent new programmes such as the BSc in Logistics and Supply Chain Management and the 
Logistics Associate Apprenticeship involving TU Dublin and Munster Technological Univer-
sity and, in development, the first ever Commercial Driver Apprenticeship programme at Sligo 
IT.

The Logistics and Supply Chains Skills Group has recently published a comprehensive 
Overview of the  Existing Education and Training Provision in Logistics and Supply Chain. In 
addition, the group has prepared 2 general information notes on How to qualify as a HGV driver 
in Ireland and Requirements for recruitment of HGV Drivers who are non-EEA citizens, to as-
sist individuals in understanding what is involved in becoming a HGV driver and companies in 
recruiting new talent. These notes are all available on the LSCSG webpage at the link provided 
above.

Regarding HGV driver testing in Ireland, in the 4 weeks prior to 20 February, an average of 
211 tests for HGV drivers were carried out by RSA testers each week, with a pass rate of 78%. 
This means that 164 HGV drivers were qualified on average each week.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to publish a 10-year strategy for 
the haulage sector. The Government’s aim is to develop a strategy that will focus on generating 
efficiencies and improving standards, and helping the sector move to a low-carbon future.  A 
section of the Strategy will focus on the driver and skills shortage – highlighting work under-
way and ensuring a focus remains on this issue. Work on the strategy is ongoing with a plan for 
further consultation with the public and stakeholders in the coming months.

I will continue to proactively engage with the freight transport, distribution and logistics 
sectors and the Government is committed to continuing to support the industry. It is vitally 
important for education, industry, and government to work together to enhance the appeal of a 
career in road haulage and logistics, so that the sector can both attract and retain talent.

24/02/2022WRM01200Greenways Provision

24/02/2022WRM01300222. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide an up-
date on the progress of each section of the Royal Canal greenway from Maynooth to Ashtown, 
Dublin 15; the costs granted to each section to date; and if his attention has been drawn to the 
Clonsilla to Castleknock section in the context of design and planning issues. [10684/22]

24/02/2022WRM01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister, I have responsibility for 
the policy and overall funding in relation to Active Travel. The National Transport Authority 
(NTA) has responsibility for the allocation of funding to specific projects and oversight of their 
development, in cooperation with relevant local authorities. The NTA is also responsible for the 
development of urban Greenways, allocating the funding provided by my Department at project 
level and working in conjunction with the relevant local authorities.

Noting their responsibility in this area, I have forwarded your question to the NTA for a 
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more detailed reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.  

24/02/2022WRM01500Driver Licences

24/02/2022WRM01600223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if a driving licence can be 
renewed for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10716/22]

24/02/2022WRM01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current extension to the validity of driving licences is granted under EU Regulation 2021/267 
and is recognised by all EU Member States. This means that driving licences that expired be-
tween 1 September 2020 and 31 October 2021 have been extended for an additional 10 months. 
This includes an additional authorisation that Ireland received from the EU to extend licences 
that expired between 1 July 2021 and 31 October 2021.

When the extensions were applied, the expiry date on the driver file for each person affected 
was updated to the new expiry date. By law, a driving licence cannot be renewed more than 3 
months before the expiry of the licence.

A licence holder can request a letter of entitlement from the Road Safety Authority to bring 
with them when driving abroad. A letter of entitlement, also known as a driver statement, is a 
copy of a person’s driver record and will show the extended date of expiry of their licence. Fur-
ther information can be found on the National Driver Licence Service website here www.ndls.
ie/about/order-my-driver-statement.html.

All EU member states will recognise an extension granted by the EU. However, recognition 
of these extensions is a matter for each non-EU country.

24/02/2022WRM01800Driver Test

24/02/2022WRM01900224. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if a driving test can be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10717/22]

24/02/2022WRM02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority is responsible for the operation of the driving test. 
I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s query to the RSA for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.   

24/02/2022WRM02100Driver Licences

24/02/2022WRM02200225. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; if he will request the National Driver Licence Service, NDLS, for 
an update on this licence renewal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10745/22]

24/02/2022WRM02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
All enquires relating to driver licensing are handled by the National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS), the provision of which I have delegated to the Road Safety Authority (RSA) under 
the relevant legislation. My Department does not have access to individual applications. I have 
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forwarded the Deputy’s query to the RSA for direct reply. If she has not heard from them in 10 
working days I would ask that she contact my office directly.

24/02/2022WRM02400National Car Test

24/02/2022WRM02500226. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport the position of a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding NCT testing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10824/22]

24/02/2022WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
operation of the National Car Test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority 
and I have therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

24/02/2022WRM02700Tax Code

24/02/2022WRM02800227. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if his Department will be looking 
into the removal of VAT on AED devices in the wake of agreement by EU Finance Ministers to 
amend Council Directive 2006/112/EC on 7 December 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10519/22]

24/02/2022WRM02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the EU 
Commission published a proposal on the reform of VAT rates in January 2018 which would al-
low Member States more flexibility in how they apply VAT rates. The compromise text agreed 
at ECOFIN in December has been amended significantly in comparison to the original proposal 
so the EU Parliament will once again be consulted for their opinion. While not providing for 
as much flexibility as the original proposal it still provides greater scope for Member States to 
make changes when it comes to setting VAT rates.

Once the Parliament has issued its opinion on the proposal, the Council will formally adopt 
the directive. I understand that when the Slovenian Presidency wrote to the European Parlia-
ment an early response was requested but it is ultimately a matter for the European Parliament 
when such a response issues. I understand from my officials that they expect the response in the 
coming months. Following the Council formally adopting the directive it will be published in 
the Official Journal of the European Union and will enter into force on the twentieth day fol-
lowing that of its publication.

In the interim officials in my Department will be reviewing the options now available to 
Ireland in setting VAT rates. Future tax changes are generally taken in the context of the Budget. 
Deputies will be aware that my officials prepare a series of papers containing tax options for the 
Tax Strategy Group to be considered in the context of the budgetary process, alongside a wide 
range of submissions from various stakeholders and lobby groups.

24/02/2022WRM03000European Investment Bank

24/02/2022WRM03100228. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the number of loans drawn 
down from the European Investment Bank; the date of commencement; the repayment sched-
ule; the interest rate and purposes of each loan in tabular form; and his plans to allocate addi-
tional funding for the provision of social housing from the EIB. [10522/22]
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24/02/2022WRM03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that as Minister for Finance, and a Governor of the European Investment Bank (EIB), I have no 
role in the negotiation of contracts between the EIB and any borrowers here in Ireland.  In addi-
tion, in my role as a Governor of the EIB, I have no role in the allocation of funding in Ireland, 
nor do I have the authority to specify which sector funding should be allocated to.  However, I 
am keen that projects in Ireland are able to access funding, where it is possible, from the EIB, 
in particular in relation to priority issues including climate and environmental sustainability; 
innovation and skills; infrastructure; small and medium-sized enterprises; cohesion, and de-
velopment.  In that regard, the EIB has an office in Ireland which assists interested parties in 
engaging with the EIB, whether it be for advisory or financial support. In addition, my Depart-
ment facilitates, through an EIB-Ireland Financing Group and relevant sub-groups, engagement 
between the EIB and interested parties, including other Departments and State Bodies, in rela-
tion to these priorities.  

The Deputy may be aware that the EIB has provided in the region of EUR 1billion in fi-
nancial support to Irish projects in recent years.   Much of the information which the Deputy is 
seeking is published on the EIB’s website (www.eib.org/en/projects/index.htm).   I understand 
that elements of the request, including the repayment schedule, and interest rate are commer-
cially sensitive and not available.  In 2021 alone, the Deputy will note that Irish projects listed 
there received EIB funding in excess of EUR 600 million directly from the EIB.  This included 
EUR 65 million loan for a windfarm in County Mayo; EUR 170 million to support deployment 
of fibre-to-the-home (FTTH) fixed very high capacity (VHC) network throughout Ireland, and; 
EUR 200 million to the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) for a social and affordable housing 
programme for the next four years.  It should also be noted that in 2021 Ireland also benefited 
from a number of other investments, supported by the European Guarantee Fund (EGF), a crisis 
support instrument, established by the EIB Group in response to the Covid-19 crisis to support 
SMEs and Midcaps.

While I am not in a position to disclose ongoing negotiations between the EIB and other 
Government departments or State bodies, I would note that the EIB has been providing signifi-
cant support to housing development in Ireland including the EUR 200 million loan I mentioned 
previously, which was signed at the end of last year.  This is in addition to other loans provided 
for social and affordable housing in 2019, one of which was EUR 200 million to the HFA, and 
another of which was to the NTMA of EUR 61 million for a PPP Social Housing Programme.  

Finally, the Deputy will be aware that the State also supports housing development fund-
ing through a number of different State agencies, including: Home Building Finance Ireland 
(HBFI); Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF); Land Development Agency (LDA); Housing 
Finance Agency (HFA); National Asset Management Agency (NTMA).  Each of these State 
bodies has a mandate to support the funding and development of residential housing.  The 
Housing Finance Agency’s borrowing from EIB for the purpose of supporting social and afford-
able housing in Ireland referenced above forms part of Government’s housing policy which is 
overseen by the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

24/02/2022WRM03300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/02/2022WRM03400229. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications for 
the employment wage subsidy scheme, EWSS, from its inception to date; the number of ap-
plications that have been refused during the same period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10539/22]

24/02/2022WRM03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Employment Wage Subsidy 
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Scheme (EWSS) was legislated for under the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020.  

Since the scheme commenced, 51,988 employers have registered and payroll submissions 
have been filed in respect of 727,662 eligible employees.  Subsidy payments totalling €6.5 bil-
lion and PRSI credits totalling  €1 billion have been processed to date.

The scheme is currently open to employers who file their payroll submissions electronically 
through Revenue Online Service (ROS) and who were registered at, and had correctly received 
a valid subsidy by 31 December 2021, or who re-entered the scheme from 1 January 2022.

The administration of the EWSS is placed under the care and management of Revenue.  
From the commencement of the scheme up to 31 December 2021, employers had the facility 
to register themselves for the scheme online using ROS.  There was no “applicant” stage in 
the process for employers registering online up to this date.  As the scheme was operated on a 
“self-assessment” basis, with employers signing a declaration stating that their business quali-
fied for the scheme, proof of eligibility for the scheme was not requested at registration stage.  
In signing the declaration, employers agreed to abide by the terms and conditions of the scheme 
and undertook to retain all records relating to the scheme, including the basis of eligibility, for 
review by Revenue at a later stage. For July to December 2021, employers provided to Revenue 
details of their eligibility reviews on a monthly ERF (Eligibility Review Form) filed through 
ROS. Subsidy payments were held and not paid to those employers who breached the 30% 
threshold test or did not file an ERF within prescribed timelines for pay dates after 1 July. As 
at 21 February 2022, €63.8m is being held by Revenue for threshold breaches or non-filing of 
the ERF record. 

On 21 December 2021, in light of public health restrictions announced on 17 December 
2021, I announced a re-opening of the scheme for certain employers who would otherwise be 
ineligible. These were employers who were previously eligible for EWSS but were not eligible 
on 31 December 2021.  Under these measures, employers who met specific eligibility criteria 
were afforded an opportunity to apply for re-entry to the EWSS with effect from 1 January 
2022.  Revenue received 466 applications for re-entry to the EWSS with effect from 1 January 
2022 and 9 re-entry applications have been refused to date.

Revenue undertakes a multi-faceted risk-based approach to compliance checks to safeguard 
the integrity of the EWSS. This includes real time checking of submissions and cross-refer-
encing claim data against other Revenue data sources to identify anomalies or trends requiring 
attention. Overall, Revenue has finalised EWSS related interventions with 4,081 employers, 
recouping €24.3 million, which equates to 0.37% of the total subsidy paid. There are further 
compliance checks with 2,215 employers ongoing, which will be finalised by Revenue in due 
course. 

24/02/2022WRM03600Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRM03700230. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Finance the number of engagements, 
including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings he or officials from his 
Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10576/22]

24/02/2022WRM03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): During the period mentioned in the 
Deputy’s question I have engaged with the National Women’s Council of Ireland (NWCI) on 
six occasions including in the context of the annual National Economic Dialogue and Pre-Bud-
get meetings with the Community and Voluntary Pillar of which the NWCI is a member organi-



24 February 2022

111

sation. Officials also attended these engagements. Separately, my Department and the NWCI  
both participate in the National Strategy for Women and Girls Inter-Departmental Strategy 
Committee and Equality Budgeting Expert Advisory Group.  These groups meet on a regular 
basis, with a total of eighteen meetings held  since 1 January 2019. 

24/02/2022WRM03900Tax Reliefs

24/02/2022WRM04000231. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if his Department will put 
measures in place to help with the increased costs which are making it more difficult for persons 
who avail of the disabled drivers and passengers scheme to change their vehicle (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10659/22]

24/02/2022WRM04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Pas-
sengers Scheme provides relief from VRT and VAT on the purchase and use of an adapted car, 
as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual fuel grant. 

Under DDS provisions, the reliefs from VRT and VAT are generous in nature amounting to 
up to €10,000, €16,000 or €22,000, depending on the level of adaption required for the vehicle.  
As the Deputy will appreciate this Scheme confers substantial benefits to eligible persons and 
any changes would raise the already considerable cost of the Scheme in terms of tax foregone 
to the Exchequer. 

The Deputy will be aware that I gave a commitment to review this scheme, including a 
broader review of mobility supports for persons with a disability. This is now under way within 
the framework of the cross-governmental National Disability Inclusion Strategy - Chaired by 
Minister Anne Rabbitte. The first meeting of that Working Group was held on 26 January this 
year. 

24/02/2022WRM04200Banking Sector

24/02/2022WRM04300232. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated time to com-
plete liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, IBRC; the estimated value of the 
remaining assets; the number of remaining assets; the number of personnel currently working 
on the special liquidation; the date on which operations will scale down once the liquidation is 
complete; if the liquidators will be retained for a period of time; and the cost to date incurred in 
respect of the liquidation [10825/22]

24/02/2022WRM04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I published the 8th Update Report from 
the Special Liquidators in July 2021 and this report is available on my department’s website. 
This report highlighted the ongoing impact which COVID-19 was having on some of the key 
aspects to delivering a successful winding up of IBRC. In particular, COVID-19 impacted the 
asset realisation strategies of the Special Liquidators, as well as the timely conclusion of out-
standing legal cases which were impacted by delays in court sittings. It is anticipated that the 
IBRC liquidation will complete by the end of 2024. There are a number of assumptions which 
underpin this timeline but the conclusion of outstanding litigation is the most material.

The estimated value of the 12 remaining assets is commercially sensitive and the process 
around the sale of these 12 assets has already commenced.

There are approximately 15 people who continue to work on the liquidation with varying 
levels of activity. 
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The date at which operations will scale down will be the date the liquidation finalises, which 
I anticipate to be the end of 2024 as noted above. 

As set out in the 8th Update Report, the special liquidation legal and professional fees to 31 
December 2020 amounted to €285.8m (net of rebate). 

24/02/2022WRN00200Departmental Schemes

24/02/2022WRN00300233. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of an application for a flood relief scheme submitted by (details supplied); and if the 
scheme will be approved as a matter of urgency. [10636/22]

24/02/2022WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Au-
thority to investigate and address. All Local Authorities may carry out flood mitigation works, 
using either their own resources, or by applying for funding under the OPW Minor Flood Miti-
gation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.

Under this scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not 
more than €750,000 in each instance. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved 
projects.  Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social 
and environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to the 
availability of funding for flood risk management. Full details of this scheme are available on 
www.gov.ie/opw. 

An application was submitted by Kilkenny County Council under the OPW Minor Flood 
Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for a project at Ardaloo, Jenkinstown.  OPW 
has responded to Kilkenny County Council with a request for additional information and has 
offered to meet staff from Kilkenny County Council to discuss its application.

24/02/2022WRN00500Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRN00600234. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings he 
or officials from his Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 
1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10582/22]

24/02/2022WRN00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below.

Date(s) of engagement Format of engage-
ment 

Attended by Purpose of engagement 

2021 12/03/2021
20/07/2021 
19/11/2021 

Online meetings Officials Equality Budgeting Ex-
pert Advisory Group 

06/10/2021 Online meeting Minister and Of-
ficials 

Pre-Budget Meeting 

2020 13/07/2020 
17/12/2020 

Online meetings Officials Equality Budgeting Ex-
pert Advisory Group 

14/09/2020 Online meeting Minister and Of-
ficials 

Pre-Budget Meeting 
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Date(s) of engagement Format of engage-
ment 

Attended by Purpose of engagement 

2019 08/02/2019
05/04/2019 
17/06/2019 
23/09/2019 
27/11/2019 

Meetings Officials Equality Budgeting Ex-
pert Advisory Group 

09/05/2019 Meeting Minister and Of-
ficials 

Pre-Budget Meeting 

24/02/2022WRN00800Archaeological Sites

24/02/2022WRN00900235. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he or 
the Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works intend to visit the Dún 
Aengus fort in Árann in 2022 to see at first hand this extraordinary site and the lack of parking 
and other facilities serving the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10656/22]

24/02/2022WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I would be happy to visit Árann to visit Dún Aengus to see the site and I 
look forward to doing so, Diary permitting, before the summer recess.

24/02/2022WRN01100Departmental Policies

24/02/2022WRN01200236. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the shared island approach to arts and culture; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10434/22]

24/02/2022WRN01300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Government’s Shared Island initiative led by the Department of the Taoiseach 
aims to harness the full potential of the Good Friday Agreement to enhance cooperation, con-
nection and mutual understanding on the island and engage with all communities and traditions 
to build consensus around a shared future.  It involves:

-  working with the Northern Ireland Executive and the British Government to address stra-
tegic challenges faced on the island of Ireland,

-  further developing the all-island economy, deepening North/South cooperation, and in-
vesting in the North West and border regions

-  fostering constructive and inclusive dialogue and a comprehensive programme of re-
search to support the building of consensus around a shared future on the island.

Through this process the government will deliver existing commitments and develop a new 
generation of cross-border projects to achieve a more connected, sustainable and prosperous 
island, through all-island partnership in the years ahead.

I welcome the fact that the funding priorities of the Reconciliation Fund Strategy 2021-2024 
at the Department of Foreign Affairs will seek to support projects aimed at repairing issues 
which lead to division, conflict, and barriers to a deeply reconciled and peaceful society and/or 
building a strong civil society that encompasses all communities. I note that the Fund encom-
passes applications that use any of a wide number of approaches to bring people from different 
backgrounds together including amongst other things arts, culture, and sports.
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I am particularly keen that the arts, culture and creativity represent a key pillar in the Shared 
Island initiative.  I believe they can play a unique role in  connecting people and communities, 
broadening civic connections across the different communities of this island so that we have 
more opportunities to understand each other, and supporting a vibrant and diverse cultural and 
creative sector across the island.  To that end, I look forward to further exploring artistic and 
cultural exchange across the island in the years ahead through a wide range of cross-border ini-
tiatives in arts, culture, music, film, and through my Department’s Creative Ireland Programme.

24/02/2022WRN01400Online Safety

24/02/2022WRN01500237. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the timeframe to progress the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill 2022; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10435/22]

24/02/2022WRN01600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Online Safety and Media Regulation (OSMR) Bill will 2022, among other things, 
provide for the dissolution of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, the establishment of a 
multi-person Media Commission, including an Online Safety Commissioner, and the establish-
ment of a regulatory framework for online safety, and transpose the revised Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive.

On 12 January 2022, the Government approved the publication of the OSMR Bill as drafted 
by the Office of the Attorney General. The Bill was subsequently initiated in Seanad Éireann 
on 25 January 2022 and completed Second Stage in the Seanad on 22 February 2022. The en-
actment of the Bill is a Programme for Government commitment and I am working to ensure 
its swift progress through the Houses of the Oireachtas. I am aiming, with the co-operation of 
Members from both Houses, to complete all Stages in the Dáil and Seanad before the Summer 
Recess.

24/02/2022WRN01700Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRN01800238. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the Sport Ireland winter initiative; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10430/22]

24/02/2022WRN01900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Winter Initiative is a rolling programme of activities 
and initiatives that aims to get people back to sport and increase participation. The programme 
has run successfully over the past few months, with a wide range of activities taking place 
throughout the sports sector. It has provided National Governing Bodies of Sport with a strong 
platform to launch their Autumn and Winter Programmes and will continue up to the end of 
March.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that at the last count there were over 700 events occurring 
under the Winter Initiative. 66 National Governing Bodies of Sport are participating, as are all 
29 Local Sports Partnerships. Details on the events that are taking place can be found on the 
website of Sport Ireland, and through the respective organisations running the events.

It is my intention that a similar programme will be run next Winter and my Department and 
Sport Ireland will commence planning in that regard in the coming months. 
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24/02/2022WRN02000Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRN02100239. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the national swimming strategy; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10431/22]

24/02/2022WRN02200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Initial preparatory planning work has been undertaken by 
my Department in regard to a national swimming strategy. It is intended to establish a working 
group in the near future to take forward the detailed work of preparing a national strategy, with 
a view to its completion and publication this year.

24/02/2022WRN02300Údarás na Gaeltachta

24/02/2022WRN02400240. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the progress that has been made towards the development of An Ghael-
tacht Ghlas, the Green Gaeltacht as a key component of the Údarás na Gaeltachta Strategic Plan 
2021-2025; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10429/22]

24/02/2022WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Údarás na Gaeltachta is currently preparing its strategy for 
An Ghaeltacht Ghlas, which will seek to identify an overarching view around climate action 
from the Gaeltacht perspective, coupled with distinct supporting actions, and an advisory work-
ing group.

The strategy will take into account various demographics and sectors, including industry, 
community development, youth and others. In the meantime, the organisation is implementing 
a range of actions around climate change:

Údarás na Gaeltachta is leading the development of a community-owned solar photo-voltaic 
renewable energy project in the Donegal Gaeltacht of Gaoth Dobhair, where the public consul-
tation phase began last week.

An tÚdarás commissioned a feasibility study in 2020 to assess the suitability of an Údarás-
owned site adjacent to Páirc Ghnó Dobhair (Gaoth Dobhair Business Park) for installation of 
a solar PV energy project as a means of reducing the Park’s dependence on fossil fuel derived 
energy. The study indicated that the site would be suitable for a ground-mounted solar PV 
project and Údarás is currently working with Community Development organisations in Gaoth 
Dobhair around the development of a 5 MW project. 

In An Cheathrú Rua, in the Galway Gaeltacht, a community-driven photovoltaic project 
recently acquired grid connection notice from the ESB, with the 140 KW project, being driven 
by Comharchumann Mhic Dara, contributing to the greening of An tÚdarás’s business park in 
An Cheathrú Rua and creating the first action around the Gaeltacht village’s stated aim of be-
coming a carbon-neutral peninsula. As part of the project, electric charging points for cars were 
also installed in the business park. The Comharchumann plan to undertake phase two of the PV 
solar project on the roofs of buildings in the business park in 2022 and are also looking at other 
possibilities in relation the development of green energy projects in the area.

The recent announcement by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine of a €25m 
investment in a deepwater harbour in Ros an Mhíl has come following the launch of Údarás na 
Gaeltachta’s report, showing the possibility of creating 900 Gaeltacht jobs in the offshore wind 
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energy sector through the development of Ros an Mhíl as a wind energy hub. 

Currently, An tÚdarás is in the midst of an assessment of its commercial property portfolio, 
around energy efficiency and the potential for roof-top energy generation.

Údarás na Gaeltachta is also working with Gaeltacht communities around biodiversity and 
tree-planting projects, with a recent pilot rewilding programme completed in boglands in Iorras 
Aithneach, with a view to developing the boglands to act as carbon sinks. As part of the Bealach 
Séanadh Mhacha Project, Údarás na Gaeltachta have secured funding to prepare and implement 
a bio-diversity plan for the Séanadh Mhacha area. The plan will be designed to protect all bio-
logical systems and to minimise the impact of drivers on all species and habitats in the project 
area.

Údarás na Gaeltachta, in conjunction with Galway County Council and Comhairle Ceantar 
na nOileáin, is proposing to develop a Low Carbon Sustainable Centre of Excellence in the 
Connemara Region.   The centre will house the following projects: 

- A Civic Amenity/Recycling Centre

- A low carbon Retrofit Training and NZEB Training Centre

- Development of an Incubation and Innovation centre for the promotion of low carbon poli-
cies and renewables. 

In line with the Climate Action Plan 2019, it is proposed that the centre in Casla will en-
deavour to transform the community’s approach to waste, this is in line with modern, circular 
economy principles.   This will involve a change of mind-set trough education and promotion 
of recycling thus ensuring the protection of our natural and man-made resources and the envi-
ronment. 

The planned development of Páirc na Mara - a low carbon, green energy efficient innovation 
& marine park - will be a flagship project and will play a significant role in the local master plan 
by including ongoing research and development in delivering a low carbon and energy efficient 
project on site.

An tÚdarás is working closely with the Lárionad Acmhainní Nádúrtha project in Donegal, 
which has recently acquired RRDF funding around the development of a biodiversity hub for 
the north-west on an Údarás’s site in Cill Ulta.

Údarás na Gaeltachta provided an online training course for development organisations in 
the Gaeltacht areas in 2020 and 2021. The training included awareness programmes and the-
matic workshops in relation to specific development sectors. One of the sectors covered was 
green energy and community renewable energy initiatives. This has resulted in a number of 
community organisations’ participation in renewable energy projects. Information on training, 
education and funding opportunities in this sector is provided to community organisations on a 
regular basis by the Community Development Unit in Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Údarás na Gaeltachta is continuing to work in collaboration with Comharchumann Fuin-
neamh Oileán Árann on a number of projects . For example, by organising online workshops in 
relation to raising community energy awareness and also by providing mentoring services to a 
number of community development organisations in relation to developing plans for renewable 
energy projects in their respective areas.

24/02/2022WRN02600Departmental Funding
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24/02/2022WRN02700241. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if grants or financial supports are available from her Department to support music 
classes for in local communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10531/22]

24/02/2022WRN02800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Creative Ireland Programme, led by my Department, is an all-of-government, 
culture-based initiative that emphasises the importance of creativity for individual, community 
and national well-being.  Under this programme the Creative Youth Plan was published in 
December 2017 and aims to increase the opportunities for engagement by children and young 
people in artistic and cultural creativity, helping them to discover and develop new skills and 
talents that enhance their development and growth, and add to the richness of their overall 
learning experience. The Plan has initiatives both targeted at schools and out-of-school settings, 
as well as providing teachers with CPD.

Among key initiatives for schools under Creative Youth are Creative Schools which is led 
by the Arts Council in partnership with my Department as well as the Departments of Educa-
tion, and Children and Youth Affairs.   Creative Schools provides tangible supports for schools 
to place arts and creativity at the centre of school life. Schools participate in the initiative over 
a two year period and are provided with access to a “Creative Associate” and funding. Further 
information on Creative Schools can be accessed via the following link www.artscouncil.ie/
creative-schools/ 

Under the Creative Communities strand of the Creative Ireland Programme, my Department 
and the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage provides an annual funding 
allocation to each of the 31 local authorities to enable them to implement their individual Cul-
ture and Creativity Strategies 2018-2022. These strategies were developed following extensive 
local public consultation, and are unique to each local authority reflecting the strategic priori-
ties identified by the local community to deploy creativity for wellbeing, social cohesion and 
economic development. Many of these strategies include priorities that seek to enhance access, 
participation and engagement with culture and creativity. This funding provided to local author-
ities can result in the organisation of music-based creative projects such as Making Music with 
Sonamus, a tuition programme by Wicklow County Council in partnership with Music Network 
offering participants over 55 an opportunity to experience and learn an array of musical styles 
and techniques from the combined musical backgrounds of Sonamus members

The Department also provides funding to support Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ), 
which is the largest group involved in the preservation and promotion of Irish traditional music 
both at community and national level. Annual funding is provided to CCÉ for its work in the 
protection and promotion of Irish traditional music and culture. They promote traditional music 
and dance in the following ways:

Thousands of children and young people develop their musical performance (instrumenta-
tion and vocal) skills and appreciation skills at these mentored weekly classes, where the em-
phasis is oral transmission in an appropriate context. Over 1,500 Classes are delivered weekly 
in community settings. 

With over 400 branches, 18 centres, 7 Regional centres and 11 Outreach centres throughout 
Ireland, Britain, North America and worldwide, a wide variety of formal and informal perfor-
mance opportunities are provided through the Comhaltas structures and Centres. Each Centre 
has a local performance group which provides appropriate opportunities for young traditional 
artists (aged 16 upwards) to participate in formal stage performances.

Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann which is run by CCÉ.  Before the pandemic it had record atten-
dance of 500,000 annually with over 6,000 participating in its competitions. The Deputy may 
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be interested to note that I recently approved support of €100,000 towards the organisational 
costs of Fleadh Cheoil 2022 in Mullingar. The Fleadh Cheoil is one of the world’s largest an-
nual celebration of Irish music, language, song and dance. It attracts in the region of 500,000 
visitors to the host town during the period of the festival, with an estimate of more than 20% 
coming from abroad.  This event provided   many opportunities for children and young people 
and their families to celebrate traditional music and dance. 

My Department provides funding for the purchase of musical instruments and equipment by 
way of the Music Capital Scheme.  Funding is provided to a wide range of performing groups 
and talented musicians. Recipients have in the past included brass bands, pipe bands and march-
ing bands as well as community organisations. The Scheme is managed by Music Network on 
behalf of my Department. 

Ealaín na Gaeltachta Teo., a joint venture between Údarás na Gaeltachta and the Arts Coun-
cil, is the organisation responsible for promoting the development of the contemporary and the 
traditional arts, including music, in the Gaeltacht.  For the current year, the organisation is in 
receipt of €1.2m from the partnership between  the Arts Council and Údarás na Gaeltachta.  In 
order to further promote and develop the language based arts in the Gaeltacht and to specifically 
support the language planning process and the Policy on Gaeltacht Education, my Department 
has provided additional funding almost €1.5m to Ealaín na Gaeltachta enabling the organisation 
to further support and create opportunities for the artistic community, especially the among the 
youth of the Gaeltacht. 

24/02/2022WRN02900Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRN03000242. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and 
in-person meetings she or officials from her Department have had with the National Women’s 
Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10586/22]

24/02/2022WRN03100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Neither I nor officials from my Department have had any engagements, including on-
line meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings, with the National Women’s Council 
of Ireland during the period specified by the Deputy.

The Deputy may wish to note that my Department is represented on the Inter-Departmental 
Strategy Committee for the National Strategy on Women and Girls chaired by the Minister 
for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, the membership of which includes 
includes representatives of the National Women’s Council of Ireland.

24/02/2022WRN03200Artists’ Remuneration

24/02/2022WRN03300243. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the consultation process for the basic income scheme for artists has been 
completed; when the 2,000 or more artists will receive the payment; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10594/22]

24/02/2022WRN03400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Basic Income for the Arts Pilot scheme will run over a three year period and the 
intention is to research the impact a basic would have on artists and creatives work patterns by 
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providing the opportunity to focus on their practice, and to minimise the loss of skills from the 
arts as a result of the pandemic and to contribute to the sectors gradual regrowth post pandemic.

Stakeholder engagement has been core to the policy development process and this has in-
cluded a stakeholder forum on 15 December 2021, where over 150 participants from 50 artists 
and arts workers resource and representative bodies came together to discuss the proposal.  Fol-
lowing that forum I held a public consultation throughout the month of January.  The purpose of 
the consultation was to ensure that the general public, artists, and those working in the arts and 
culture sector have the opportunity to contribute to policy development for the pilot scheme and 
to offer suggestions from their experiences as artists, arts workers, and members of resource or-
ganisations on key issues such as the scheme’s objectives, eligibility criteria, supporting emerg-
ing artists and participant responsibilities.

The public consultation closed three weeks ago and my Department received a significant 
number of submissions, reflecting the high level of interest in this new policy intervention. A 
report on the consultation is currently being prepared which will be published in the coming 
weeks.  

Given the significant level of interest the Deputy will appreciate that I need to take sufficient 
time to adequately consider the feedback of the sector through the consultation as I finalise the 
eligibility criteria for the pilot scheme. Such a significant policy intervention takes time to op-
erationalise and as that process in ongoing I have not yet finalised a launch date but I expect to 
make an announcement in the coming weeks. 

24/02/2022WRN03500Irish Language

24/02/2022WRN03600244. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the requisites for an Irish speaker within the public service; if an honours leaving 
certificate in Irish constitutes the same given the announcement recently with regard to a pro-
portion of jobs being allocated to Irish speakers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10609/22]

24/02/2022WRN03700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): As the Deputy may be aware, the Official Languages 
(Amendment) Act 2021 was signed into law by the President of Ireland on 22 December 2021. 
This legislation provides for a radical overhaul of the way we plan for the provision of high 
quality Irish language public services for the Irish speaking community. This is a long-term 
project involving comprehensive research and the development of a National Plan for the Pro-
vision of Irish-Medium Public Services. A statutory Advisory Committee will be established 
for this purpose and progress will be reported to Government on an annual basis. The Act sets 
targets that will challenge us all in Government, in particular the target of 20 per cent of new 
recruits to the state system being competent in Irish by the end of 2030. 

In this regard, Section Alt 18C. (1)(b)(iii) of the amended Act sets out that the Advisory 
Committee shall provide advice to public bodies as to the level of competence required for 
Irish-speaking positions in the public service, having regard to the system of standards known 
as the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

This new regime provides that the Minister will publish, following consultation with Gov-
ernment Departments and agencies, a list of standards to be adhered to by those Departments 
and agencies when delivering services through the medium of Irish, including the level of com-
petence in the Irish language required by relevant staff of the public body. 
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This Act provides a clear and significant message to the Irish speaking community that 
the language is not only valued by the State as a living modern European language and as an 
intrinsic element of our cultural heritage, but that it also has a significant economic benefit for 
its speakers. 

24/02/2022WRN03800Departmental Reports

24/02/2022WRN03900245. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will publish the report of the Future of the Media Commission; and if 
she will engage with the appropriate sectoral committee regarding its contents (details sup-
plied). [10638/22]

24/02/2022WRN04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A vibrant, diverse and independent media sector is vital for not only our democracy 
but our cultural development. However, it is a sector that is undergoing fundamental change and 
faces significant challenges.

Acknowledging both the importance of the sector and the rapidly changing landscape in 
which it operates, the Programme for Government committed to the establishment of the Future 
of Media Commission.

Chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, the Commission was tasked with considering the fu-
ture of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion; and the potential mea-
sures required to ensure that our public service media continues to play its essential role within 
our society for the foreseeable future. After extensive engagement, the Commission completed 
its work and submitted its report to the Taoiseach and myself in the Autumn.

The Report’s recommendations are far-reaching and will inform media and broadcasting 
policy in the coming years. As such, they have required careful consideration, particularly in 
light of a range of other complex and inter-related issues that will require decisions by Govern-
ment in the wider media and digital space. These include the recently published national digital 
strategy Harnessing Digital – The Digital Ireland Framework and Ireland’s approach to the 
implementation of the forthcoming Digital Services Act. It is intended that the report will be 
brought to Government for consideration shortly, after which it will be published.  

The Committee has been informed of the current position and will continue to be updated 
on developments.

24/02/2022WRN04100Tourism Industry

24/02/2022WRN04200246. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she expects the tourism industry to recover as Covid-19 
recedes; if inflationary tendencies have been detected in the industry; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10749/22]

24/02/2022WRN04300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Fáilte Ireland estimates that in 2022, if COVID-19 remains under control, the domes-
tic tourism market could return to 2019 levels. This estimate is based on the strong performance 
of the domestic market during the pandemic and the pent-up demand that remains in the market. 
Furthermore, the overseas market could return to approximately 70% of 2019 levels based on 
the air access outlook for 2022. 
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As the Deputy will be aware, in Budget 2022, I secured a record level of funding for tour-
ism. This funding will help to address short-term survival-related concerns and also enable 
recovery across industry as we reopen to international tourism and begin to transition to a more 
sustainable future. The funding allocated to the tourism agencies in 2022 includes €50 million 
for further business continuity support for strategic tourism businesses and a €35 million in-
crease in the Tourism Marketing Fund as well as €36.5 million in capital funding for tourism 
product development.

As part of its marketing strategy, Tourism Ireland has established a recovery framework 
which will be underpinned by an extensive programme of promotional activity throughout 
2022. The organisation has a flexible, three-phase plan to RESTART, REBUILD and ultimately 
REDESIGN demand. Over €80 million will be invested in the programme in 2022 which will 
allow Tourism Ireland to ramp up its campaigns in key international markets. 

This year, Fáilte Ireland is doubling its domestic marketing investment to €10 million to 
drive domestic demand including short breaks all year round. Fáilte Ireland will also deliver 
four new Regional Tourism Strategies, setting out a 10-year vision and 5-year action plan for 
each region, and aim to ensure tourism businesses are visible, searchable and most importantly 
bookable through its “Digital that Delivers” programme.

I can assure the Deputy that I am continuing to work closely with the sector on recovery. 
The Tourism Recovery Oversight Group, which I appointed in 2020, continues to oversee the 
implementation of the Tourism Recovery Plan and monitor the sector’s recovery more gener-
ally. This Group reports to me on a regular basis and its work will inform future policy consider-
ations as I continue to work alongside my Government colleagues to support the tourism sector 
over the coming year and beyond. 

There is no doubt that the global pandemic has left our tourism sector in a weakened state 
but we have an opportunity now to address sustainable tourism development in a more mean-
ingful way during the recovery and rebuilding phase following this crisis. In line with our 
Programme for Government commitments, officials within the Department have initiated the 
development of a new national tourism policy which will seek to mainstream sustainability. The 
development of this new policy will set out a path for the coming years which will support a 
sustainable recovery and subsequent re-growth in the sector.

Regarding the second part of the Deputy’s question, as the Deputy will be aware the Gov-
ernment is acutely aware of the increase in consumer prices in recent months, especially the 
increase in fuel and other energy prices. On 11 February 2022, the Government announced a 
support package totalling €505 million to mitigate the rise in the cost of living that is currently 
being experienced.  It is hoped that measures such as these will help to alleviate and mitigate 
the current inflationary effect on the overall economy.

24/02/2022WRN04400Tourism Industry

24/02/2022WRN04500247. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she and her Department propose to offer any further incentives to the tour-
ism sector while keeping in mind the necessity not to contribute to inflation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10750/22]

24/02/2022WRN04600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): In Budget 2022, I secured an additional allocation of €67.6 million for tourism, there-
by bringing the overall tourism services budget to €288 million. This funding will enable the 
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tourism agencies to assist in the recovery of the sector.

The funding allocated to the tourism agencies in 2022 includes €50 million for further busi-
ness continuity support for strategic tourism businesses and a €35million increase in the Tour-
ism Marketing Fund as well as €36.5 million in capital funding for tourism product develop-
ment.

My priority is to ensure the survival and recovery of the tourism sector and I am continuing 
to engage closely with the wider tourism and hospitality sector, in close consultation with Fáilte 
Ireland and Tourism Ireland in this regard. 

24/02/2022WRO00200Tourism Industry

24/02/2022WRO00300248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she expects growth to take place in the tourism sector in 
2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10751/22]

24/02/2022WRO00400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland estimate that overseas tourism to Ireland in 2022 
could return to approximately 70% of 2019 levels.  This is based on the current air access out-
look which suggests that seat capacity in 2022 will be 83% of 2019 levels.

While international tourism remains uncertain, domestic tourism continues to drive recov-
ery of the sector in an increasing number of destinations.  According to experts, domestic tour-
ism and travel close to home, as well as open-air activities, nature-based products and rural 
tourism are among the major travel trends that will continue shaping tourism in 2022.  Fáilte 
Ireland estimate that Irish domestic tourism could return to 2019 levels in 2022.  This is based 
on the strong performance of the home market during the pandemic and the pent-up demand 
they are seeing. 

In Budget 2022, the Government allocated €67.6m in additional funding for tourism, there-
by bringing the overall tourism services budget to €288m.  This funding will enable the tourism 
agencies to assist in the recovery of the sector.  The funding allocated to the tourism agencies 
in 2022 includes €50 million for further business continuity support for strategic tourism busi-
nesses and a €35m increase in the Tourism Marketing Fund as well as €36.5 in capital funding 
for tourism product development. 

Tourism Ireland will invest over €80 million in an extensive programme of promotional 
activity in key international markets throughout 2022, while Fáilte Ireland are doubling their 
domestic marketing investment in 2022 to €10 million to drive domestic demand including 
short breaks all year round.

I can assure the Deputy that I am continuing to work closely with the sector, the Tourism 
Recovery Oversight Group and with Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland, to ensure a sustainable 
recovery for the sector in the context of the pandemic.

24/02/2022WRO00500Tourism Industry

24/02/2022WRO00600249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department propose to support and promote 
the tourism sector at home and abroad in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10752/22]
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24/02/2022WRO00700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, the tourism sector has been severely impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic so I was pleased to secure a record level of funding for tourism in Budget 
2022 of €288.5 million in total, an increase of €67.5 million over the 2021 allocation. The al-
location includes €50 million for business continuity supports and a €35 million increase to the 
Tourism Marketing Fund to support the delivery of a marketing strategy to help restore inbound 
tourism to Ireland.

With regard to the Tourism Business Continuity Programme, this funding will be allocated 
to assist strategic tourism businesses to recover in 2022. The Strategic Tourism Transport Busi-
ness Continuity Scheme opened for applications on 11th January and closed on 8th February. 
The Strategic Ireland Based Inbound Agents Tourism Business Continuity Scheme opened for 
applications on 12th January and closed on 9th February. The Attractions and Activity Tourism 
Operators Business Continuity Scheme will launch on 8th March with the Tourism Accommo-
dation Providers Business Continuity Scheme launching on 9th March.

Tourism Ireland will invest over €80 million in an extensive programme of promotional 
activity in key international markets throughout 2022. Its Green Button campaign will drive 
demand throughout the year, with its largest-ever TV campaign running in our top four markets, 
namely Great Britain, the United States, Germany and France.

Tourism Ireland will continue to work with airlines and ferry companies through a pro-
gramme of jointly funded marketing initiatives to support the restoration of air and sea access 
routes which are so vital for tourism’s return to growth.

St Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to promote the island of Ireland around the 
world and once again this year, hundreds of iconic landmarks and buildings around the world 
will take part in Tourism Ireland’s Global Greening initiative. This year’s programme will in-
clude a new campaign, The Green Button Festival.

Tourism Ireland will also leverage the tourism opportunities presented by a number of key 
events and global opportunities. These opportunities include “The Aer Lingus College Football 
Classic”, which takes place in Dublin in August.

As part of its ongoing efforts to drive domestic demand in Ireland, Fáilte Ireland is investing 
approximately €10 million in domestic marketing in 2022, which is a doubling of its investment 
in this regard.  Fáilte Ireland’s consumer research indicates very positive feedback for its Keep 
Discovering marketing campaign, which is being channelled through TV, Digital, Radio and 
Press to encourage people to take additional short breaks in all parts of the country.  The mar-
keting campaign is designed to both inspire visitors to travel and then offer world-class tourism 
regions and destinations in Ireland to visit and experience.

Fáilte Ireland is also using its sponsorship of RTÉ Weather as a platform to promote its Keep 
Discovering campaign. This platform serves as a means to remind viewers of opportunities to 
take short breaks, such as bank holidays, festivals and events.

I am continuing to work closely with industry representatives, the Tourism Recovery Over-
sight Group and with Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland, in supporting the sector through these 
difficult times and to ensure its sustainable recovery.

24/02/2022WRO00800Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRO00900250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
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Sport and Media the degree to which she and her Department have supported and continued to 
support the sport and recreational sector through the medium of sports grants or otherwise; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10753/22]

24/02/2022WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): In relation to my Department’s responsibilities, three 
schemes provide capital grant assistance for the development and improvement of sports facili-
ties.

The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is the primary vehicle for Govern-
ment support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Over 13,000 projects have now benefited 
from sports capital funding since 1998, bringing the total allocations in that time to over €1.1 
billion.   The Programme for Government commits to continuing the SCEP and to prioritise the 
investment in disadvantaged areas.

The 2020 round of the Programme closed for applications on 1 March 2021.  By this date, 
3,106 applications had been submitted seeking over €200 million in funding.  This is the highest 
number of applications ever received.

Approximately one thousand of the submitted applications were for ‘equipment-only’ proj-
ects. These applications were assessed first and grants with a total value of €16.6 million were 
announced on 6 August 2021. The remaining capital applications were then assessed and 1,865 
individual grant offers with a total value of over €143.8 million were announced on Friday 11 
February 2022. The priority in the medium term is to progress all of these projects to grant 
drawdown stage.

In relation to any unsuccessful applications, my Department will be in touch with relevant 
applicants shortly outlining the procedures which need to be followed to appeal the Depart-
ment’s decision. When the appeals process is complete, a full review of the 2020 round of the 
SCEP will be undertaken and any recommendations contained therein will be included in the 
terms and conditions of the next round.  The precise timing of this next round of the Programme 
will be announced once this review is complete.

Funding is also provided by my Department for sports facilities under the Large Scale Sport 
Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). The LSSIF is designed for projects where the grant sought is 
greater than the maximum available under the SCEP. The first allocations under the LSSIF were 
announced in January 2020 and thus far, approximately €86.4 million has been awarded to 33 
different proposals.

The Department also provides capital support for the construction of swimming pools.  In 
this regard, the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) provides grant aid to-
wards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of existing pools. To 
date 52 pools have been completed and three swimming pool projects (Lucan, Buncrana and 
Edenderry) remain in the programme. Lucan pool is under construction and is expected to 
be completed later this year, while both the Buncrana and Edenderry projects are at Contract 
Documents stage.

Exchequer support for any new swimming pool projects is now being provided under the 
LSSIF.

In addition to the ongoing support through capital grants for sporting infrastructure, on 13 
December 2021, Minister Martin and I announced the allocation of almost €80m for the sport 
sector under two separate support programmes.
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€73.6 million was provided in Covid-19 funding under five separate streams to help sports 
organisations to recover and grow post-pandemic, support our grassroots networks of clubs 
and local sports partnerships, and ensure that people of all ages and abilities return to sport and 
physical activity.  A further €5.3 million was allocated to National Governing Bodies of Sport 
and Local Sports Partnerships for the provision of sports equipment including the roll out of 
defibrillators for clubs, sport kits for school children and state of the art equipment for our high 
performance athletes.

In Budget 2022, the Government announced over €181 million in funding for sport this 
year, an increase of almost €11 million compared to the 2021 Revised Estimate. The current ex-
penditure budget for Sport Ireland this year is €96 million, an increase of over €4 million from 
2021. This funding will enable Sport Ireland to continue to support the sport sector as it recov-
ers from the challenges of Covid and will allow continued grant funding support for sporting 
bodies through Sport Ireland’s range of funding programmes. 

24/02/2022WRO01100Sport and Recreational Development

24/02/2022WRO01200251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department continue to encourage participa-
tion in sports in 2022 with particular reference to the necessity to encourage wider participation 
in the aftermath of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10754/22]

24/02/2022WRO01300252. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she proposes to encourage sporting and recreation activi-
ties at local level in 2022; the ongoing expenditure in this regard; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10755/22]

24/02/2022WRO01400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 251 and 252 together.

The Winter Initiative is a rolling programme of activities and initiatives that aims to get 
people back to sport and increase participation in the aftermath of COVID-19. The programme 
has run successfully over the past few months, with a wide range of activities taking place 
throughout the sports sector. It has provided National Governing Bodies of Sport with a perfect 
platform to launch their Autumn and Winter Programmes and will continue up to the end of 
March.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that at the last count there were over 700 events occurring 
under the Winter Initiative. 66 National Governing Bodies of Sport are participating, as are all 
29 Local Sports Partnerships. Details on the events that are taking place can be found on the 
website of Sport Ireland, and through the respective organisations running the events. It is my 
intention that a similar programme will be run next Winter and to that end my Department and 
Sport Ireland will commence planning in that regard in the coming months.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply in relation to the level 
of ongoing expenditure being incurred on encouraging sporting activity at local level in 2022. I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply is not received within 10 days. 

  Question No. 252 answered with Question No. 251.

24/02/2022WRO01600Sports Events
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24/02/2022WRO01700253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department are likely to continue to encourage 
the holding of major international sporting events in Ireland in the course of 2022 and thereaf-
ter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10756/22]

24/02/2022WRO01800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Major sports events have the potential to drive participa-
tion in sport, contribute to tourism, trade, community engagement and economic growth.  My 
Department is responsible for coordinating Government support for potential bids for major 
international sports events and, in line with the Programme for Government, it is currently 
developing a Major International Sports Events policy which will guide future Government 
support for these events.

Over recent years Ireland has won the bids to host Ryder Cup 2027, EURO 2020 and the 
Women’s Rugby World Cup and engaged in a bid for Rugby World Cup 2023. Ireland has 
also been selected as the preferred co-host for the 2030 T20 Cricket World Cup.  In regard to 
a potential joint bid to host the 2028 UEFA EURO championships, Minister Martin and I will 
need to have a clearer understanding of the costs and benefits of jointly hosting the event before 
making any decision to support a bid.  To that end the Department is engaging closely with the 
FAI in order to better evaluate the case for bidding for Euro 2028 and no commitments have 
been made at this point. 

24/02/2022WRO01900Culture Policy

24/02/2022WRO02000254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department expect to promote Irish culture as 
a means to use national culture to promote the interests of Ireland at home and abroad in what 
will be a much more competitive market in the aftermath of Covid-19; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10757/22]

24/02/2022WRO02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Ireland aims to increase its global impact through the promotion of Irish arts world-
wide, in line with Government’s Global Ireland 2025 initiative. Ireland’s strong global repu-
tation for creativity brings many benefits to our country including the encouraging of tour-
ism, education and business interests. Representatives from Tourism Ireland, The Arts Council, 
Screen Ireland and the Department of Foreign Affairs serve on the Expert Advisory Committee 
of Culture Ireland and work to ensure that there is a joined up approach to maximise the out-
comes from the promotion of Irish artists globally.

Culture Ireland has the primary responsibility for the promotion of Irish arts and artists 
globally and  through its Grant Programmes and special initiatives Culture Ireland works to 
support the presentation of  Irish artists to audiences worldwide.  I am delighted that with the 
lifting of restrictions, I can once again support Irish artists to travel globally to present their 
work in person.

The upcoming St Patrick’s Day period offers an exceptional opportunity to highlight Ireland 
on the world stage. In addition to Culture Ireland support for artists travelling, there is continu-
ing support for artists to present their work virtually, reaching territories where Irish artists may 
not generally travel. Next week I will announce a special Culture Ireland programme, SEODA, 
which is a 5 day online festival of some of Ireland’s Irish artists.

At home visitors to Ireland can experience the St Patrick’s Festival in person this year as 
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well as a wealth of arts and culture programmes delivered by our National Cultural Institutions 
and artists and arts organisations with increased funding to the Arts Council and the live per-
formance sector.

I remain cognisant of the fact that the pandemic restrictions posed particular challenges for 
the arts and culture sector and for 2022  have put in place support of supports for the live enter-
tainment sector in 2022 in addition to record funding for the Arts Council, ensuring Irish arts 
can be created for presentation nationally and internationally.

24/02/2022WRO02200Culture Policy

24/02/2022WRO02300255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which she proposes to support culture activities throughout 2022 
having regard to the need for recovery in the sector in the aftermath of Covid-19; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10758/22]

24/02/2022WRO02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): From January 22nd Government agreed that all remaining restrictions on live en-
tertainment including the 8pm closing and 50% capacity at live events would be lifted. This 
represents the full reopening of our economy and our society, and is a crucial opportunity to 
return to work for those who work in the live entertainment and events sector.  I am heartened 
to see so many gigs and live events going ahead at the moment at full capacity, and it is great 
to see artists and crews back doing what they do best after two very difficult years.   I was very 
cognisant of the challenges the restrictions caused for the arts/culture and live entertainment in-
dustry in 2021 and I provided grants of over €55m to support the sector and drive employment 
opportunities for artists and crews, through the introduction of the following schemes:  - Live 
Performance Support Scheme (LPSS)  - Events Sector Covid Support Scheme (ESCSS)  - Lo-
cal Live Performance Support Scheme (LLPSS)  - Music and Entertainment Support Scheme 
(MEBAS)  - Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme (CECGS)  - St. Patrick’s Festi-
val  These schemes provided thousands of hours of employment for artists and crews at a time 
when restrictions were such that there were no employment opportunities. The schemes also 
provided a pipeline of high quality artistic output.  In 2022 I have put a number of supports in 
place to support the recovery of the live entertainment sector including the following:  - €5m 
for Live Performance Support Scheme Strand 2 – for pantomime and seasonal musical theatre 
events curtailed or cancelled in December 2021 and January 2022.  Grants of €2.6m have also 
been offered under the LPSS 2 to date with payments made of almost €600,000;

- €20m for the Live Performance Support Scheme 3 – for events cancelled, curtailed or 
rescheduled in December 2021 and January 2022.   Grants of over €4.6m have been offered to 
date under LPSS 3 to date with payments made totalling almost €800,000.  - €4m for the 2022 
Music and Entertainment Support Scheme (MEBAS).  Since it opened four weeks ago 672 
applications have been received seeking funding of €2.6m,  Payments under this scheme will 
begin this week.

- €5m for the Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme (CECGS)

In relation to a further round of the Live Performance Support Scheme, my Department is 
currently examining all options for the proposed scheme and I expect to make an announcement 
shortly on this matter.

24/02/2022WRO02500Arts Policy
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24/02/2022WRO02600256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she expects to encourage interest in the arts and Irish cul-
ture as means of national recovery in the aftermath of Covid-19; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10759/22]

24/02/2022WRO02700257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she expects to promote the arts as Covid-19 recedes to 
ensure that adequate support is made available at local and national level thereby encouraging 
even greater participation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10760/22]

24/02/2022WRO02800258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she expects to see appreciable growth in the arts to maxi-
mise opportunities and recovery; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10761/22]

24/02/2022WRO02900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 256 to 258, inclusive, together.

The arts and culture sectors under my remit are at the heart of Ireland’s identity.  The pan-
demic demonstrated very clearly the critical role they play in social and economic well-being. 
The resilience of these sectors, in the face of the extraordinary circumstances of COVID-19 has 
been remarkable, particularly as many were among the first sectors to close and are the last to 
return to full capacity.

I am greatly heartened at the response to and uptake of the various supports, both horizontal 
and sectoral, that have been put in place.  Recognising that resilience and the hugely impor-
tant role that these sectors play in Ireland’s collective economic and social well-being, I will 
continue to work with the stakeholders to monitor the evolving situation and to work with my 
Government colleagues to support these sectors and, with officials and Government colleagues, 
to support a strong and stable recovery as we emerge from the pandemic.

We all want to see a return to full capacities attending cultural and entertainment events and 
the rehabilitation of our hard-hit Night-Time Economy.

As a Government, our commitment to the sector is evidenced by recent funding allocations, 
among them €25m to pilot a Basic Income Scheme for Arts; record Arts Council funding and 
funding package for the Live Performance Sector.

In the development and delivery of supports, both myself and my officials engage regularly 
with agencies and stakeholders through a dedicated forum established for this purpose.

Earlier this month I announced the Government’s decision  in principle to extend the Cre-
ative Ireland Programme until 2027.  Creative Ireland was launched in 2017 as an all-of-gov-
ernment culture and wellbeing programme committed to the vision that every person should 
have the opportunity to realise their full creative potential.

Established as a legacy initiative of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme, Creative Ire-
land collaborates across government and with arts, community and voluntary organisations to 
deploy creativity as a strategy for wellbeing, social cohesion and economic success.  Alongside 
its very successful Creative Youth initiative, the programme’s Creative Communities partner-
ship with the 31 local authorities, and their delivery of over 5,700 creative projects to date, has 
been key to enabling community-led nationwide engagement.

My Department’s Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 published last year sets out the actions 
that my Department will take over the coming period to enrich the quality of life in Ireland 
through supporting the development of tourism, culture, arts, sports, media and Irish language.  
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In addition to their immense inherent value, these are valued by all of our communities as 
important resources for social cohesion, individual and community wellbeing and for the pre-
sentation of Ireland as an attractive destination for tourism and sustainable inward investment.

In addition to the core Departmental goals set out in this document, a number of cross cut-
ting-goals have been incorporated into the Department’s objectives which will be reflected in 
our policies and programmes over the lifetime of this Statement of Strategy including support-
ing and promoting diversity, social inclusion and full and effective female participation across 
the Department’s sectors and society in line with Programme for Government commitments.

  Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 256.

  Question No. 258 answered with Question No. 256.

24/02/2022WRO03200Broadcasting Sector

24/02/2022WRO03300259. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department are likely to monitor developments 
in the media with particular reference to addressing the proliferation of channels involved in 
promoting physical, mental or sexual violence against those who are deemed to be weaker or 
in their power; her views on whether the time has come to impose sanctions on such channels; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10762/22]

24/02/2022WRO03400260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she expects to challenge media outlets involved in the glo-
rification of violence against women, children or others deemed to be weaker; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10764/22]

24/02/2022WRO03500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 259 and 260 together.

In regard to the portrayal of violence that may be broadcast in Ireland, under section 42 of 
the Broadcasting Act 2009, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI), as an independent 
regulator, is required to make codes governing the standards and practices to be observed by 
broadcasters. The Code of Programme Standards developed by the BAI pursuant to section 42 
of the Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out that broadcasters should exercise due care in broadcasting 
depictions and/or descriptions of violence in programme material. The Code also sets out that 
broadcasters shall have due regard to the appropriateness of and/or justification for the inclu-
sion of violent content in programme material.

In regard to the portrayal of violence through social media and audiovisual-on-demand 
media services, the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill 2022 will establish Coimisiún 
na Meán as a multi-person Media Commission to include an Online Safety Commissioner. It 
will dissolve the BAI, establish regulatory frameworks for online safety and the regulation of 
audiovisual media services, and transpose the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive.

The Bill will amend and extend the duties, codes and rules currently applicable to broadcast-
ers under the Broadcasting Act 2009 to audiovisual-on-demand media services. Accordingly, 
the Bill will empower Coimisiún na Meán to make codes governing the standards and practices 
to be observed by both broadcasters and audiovisual-on-demand media services. Under the 
Bill, An Coimisiún may, in particular, make codes to ensure that programme material relating 
to gratuitous violence or sexual conduct is presented with due sensitivity to the convictions or 
feelings of the audience and in such a way that children will not normally hear or see anything 
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which may impair their physical, mental or moral development.

As regards content on other categories of online services, it will be the role of the Online 
Safety Commissioner to oversee the regulatory framework for online safety. As part of the 
framework, the Commissioner will devise binding online safety codes that will set out how 
designated online services, including social media services, are expected to deal with certain 
defined categories of harmful online content on their platforms.

Among other categories of content, online safety codes will ensure that designated online 
services take appropriate measures to reduce the availability of offence-specific online content 
and cyber-bullying material on their services. The full list of offence-specific online content is 
set out in section 45 of the Bill and includes, for example, relevant offences under Coco’s Law, 
or the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020. In the case of 
Coco’s Law, it is intended that this will have the effect of reducing the availability, on designat-
ed online services, of intimate images which have been shared without consent and of threaten-
ing or grossly offensive communications about, or to, another person.  In addition to instances 
of cyber-bullying which would be considered as offence-specific harmful online content, the 
online safety codes will also address serious cyber-bullying material which is not related to a 
criminal offence. In contrast to the category relating to offence-specific online content, the non 
offence-specific categories of content will be subject to a risk of harm test. Accordingly, such 
content will only be considered harmful online content under the Bill where it gives rise to any 
risk to a person’s life, or a risk of significant harm to a person’s physical or mental health.

Under the Bill, in the event of a failure to comply with a relevant online safety code, and 
subject to Court approval, An Coimisiún will have the power to sanction non-compliant online 
services, including through financial sanctions of up to €20 million or 10% of turnover.

Finally, the Bill will also allow An Coimisiún to create non-binding guidance materials for 
providers of relevant online services. Such guidance materials may seek to protect children in 
particular, but also the general public, from harmful online content and age-inappropriate online 
content. The Bill provides for a definition of age-inappropriate online content which includes, 
in particular, content which consists of realistic representations of gross or gratuitous violence 
or acts of cruelty.

  Question No. 260 answered with Question No. 259.

24/02/2022WRO03700Gaeltacht Policy

24/02/2022WRO03800261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she and her Department continue to promote Irish lan-
guage and culture in Gaeltacht areas throughout the country; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10765/22]

24/02/2022WRO03900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 
and the accompanying Action Plan for the Irish Language (Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022) 
represents state policy for the Irish language and Gaeltacht regions.

The Strategy and Action Plan have cross-departmental ownership and, accordingly, respon-
sibility for implementation falls on a number of Government Departments, bodies and Irish lan-
guage and Gaeltacht organisations. The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport, Gaeltacht 
and Media is responsible for coordinating its implementation.
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The Action Plan and the second annual progress report published in October 2021 -  cover-
ing the 18 month period from 1 July 2019 to 31 December 2020, present a clear overview of the 
180 or so actions being advanced by c. 60 stakeholders in support of the language and Gaeltacht 
regions.

A copy of the Action Plan, together with the progress report, can be found on the Depart-
ment’s website. The actions set out in the plan are presented around the nine specific areas of 
action as set out in the overarching strategy. Of particular interest to the Deputy will be Area of 
Action 2: An Ghaeltacht.

I might also point out that an additional exchequer allocation of €7m has been provided in 
Budget 2022 for the Irish language and Gaeltacht sectors, ultimately meaning that total funding 
in excess of €85m is being deployed in support of the Irish language via my Department alone 
next year.

A budget allocation of €5.8m is being made available in 2022 to support the Language Plan-
ning Process.  This will enable my Department to fund both Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras na 
Gaeilge who are tasked under the Gaeltacht Act 2012 with supporting the language planning 
process.  It will also enable my Department to support, at a central level, organisations which 
operate in the Early Years and Childhood, Family and Traditional Arts sectors as an additional 
support to the language planning process.

My Department also provides significant co-funding to Foras na Gaeilge to carry out its 
statutory mandate under the British-Irish Agreement Act 1999, to promote the Irish language on 
an all-island basis. This funding, along with funding from the Department for Communities in 
Northern Ireland, enables Foras na Gaeilge to provide support, advice and financial assistance 
to many community language groups and to its six lead organisations who are working to pro-
mote the Irish language on an all-island basis.

Finally, as the Deputy may be aware, the Official Languages (Amendment) Act 2021 has re-
cently been signed into law.  The primary purpose of the Act is to amend the Official Languages 
Act 2003 with a view to increasing and improving the provision of public services through the 
Irish language. The systematic implementation of the Act will serve to further indirectly benefit 
the language in Gaeltacht regions.

I am confident that these key measures will continue to support and develop greater use of 
the Irish language both within Gaeltacht regions and nationally.

24/02/2022WRO04000Gaeltacht Policy

24/02/2022WRO04100262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which she continues to ensure the availability of opportunities in 
arts and culture throughout the Gaeltacht area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10766/22]

24/02/2022WRO04200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Ealaín na Gaeltachta Teo., a joint venture between Údarás 
na Gaeltachta and the Arts Council, is the organisation responsible for promoting the develop-
ment of the contemporary and the traditional arts in the Gaeltacht.

It is against the backdrop of the relevant measures set out in the Government’s Action Plan 
for the Irish language 2018-2022 that Ealaín na Gaeltachta operate.  Additional information is 
available on the organisation’s website: www.ealain.ie
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For the current year, the organisation is in receipt of €1.2m from the partnership between  
the Arts Council and Údarás na Gaeltachta.

In 2021, funding allocations were made by the organisation for the following:

- 5 strategic projects throughout the Gaeltacht under the Cothú Scheme;

- 18 Gaeltacht arts festivals;

- 44 Gaeltacht artists received support through the organisation’s Artists Bursary Scheme;

- Over 35 small one-off events/projects; and,

- 16 strategic arts projects, including visual arts, literature, stage shows, youth drama and 
residencies through the Arts Development Scheme.

Ealaín na Gaeltachta deploys funding directly to artists, arts organisations, and community 
groups in the Gaeltacht via eight funding schemes and offers a range of soft supports to the sec-
tor including training, mentoring, advice, information-sharing and advocacy. The organisation 
engages in and facilitates a wide range of partnerships regionally, nationally, and internationally 
which increase opportunities in the arts sector for Gaeltacht communities and arts practitioners.

In order to further promote and develop the language based arts in the Gaeltacht and to spe-
cifically support the language planning process and the Policy on Gaeltacht Education, my De-
partment has provided additional funding of up to €1.5m to Ealaín na Gaeltachta enabling the 
organisation to further support and create opportunities for the artistic community, especially 
the among the youth of the Gaeltacht.  A breakdown of my Department’s additional funding is 
as follows:

- €1.275m was sanctioned by my Department in 2019 in order to support language-based 
arts classes and development opportunities in the various Language Planning Areas throughout 
the Gaeltacht over a three year period.  In the context of this programme, I also allocated a 
further €50,000 recently to Ealaín na Gaeltachta which will focus on promoting opportunities 
for young people taking part in the language-based arts classes to showcase their artistic talents 
outside the classroom environment.

- As a separate initiative, I sanctioned an additional €150,000 on a pilot basis to Ealaín na 
Gaeltachta in 2021 enabling them to develop a drama programme directed at the youth in Gael-
tacht areas.  This entails 700 hours of drama classes benefiting up to 230 pupils.  It also enables 
the organisation to conduct research and explore the activities and resources currently available 
to young people in the Gaeltacht.

- This funding also enables Ealaín na Gaeltachta to employ an additional five co-ordinators 
to implement the programme (four full-time and one part-time) located in the various Gaeltacht 
regions.

I might also point out that further funding of €12,200 per annum was allocated to Oidhreacht 
Chorca Dhuibhne to provide language-based arts classes in the West Kerry Gaeltacht, while 
many of the national initiatives funded under the Creative Ireland Programme are also available 
in the Gaeltacht.

My officials continue to engage with relevant stakeholders including Ealaín na Gaeltachta 
in order to explore any opportunity arising for the artistic community, to build an understanding 
of the range of challenges facing the sector at present and to implement appropriate solutions 
for the future.
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24/02/2022WRP00200Emergency Accommodation

24/02/2022WRP00300263. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a building (details supplied) is homeless accommodation or a domestic violence shelter. 
[10545/22]

24/02/2022WRP00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  

The oversight of all homeless accommodation services is a matter for individual housing 
authorities, in this case Cork City Council. Based on certified expenditure reports submitted to 
my Department by the South West Region, the building referred to in the question is a homeless 
accommodation facility.  

24/02/2022WRP00500Defective Building Materials

24/02/2022WRP00600264. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if a commitment will be given to provide funding for a number of facilitators to assist 
applicants to the defective concrete block scheme to navigate the complex digital application 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10553/22]

24/02/2022WRP00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I brought a Memorandum to Government on an enhanced Defective Concrete Blocks Grant 
Scheme on 30 November 2021. It included an unprecedented suite of improvements to the 
current scheme. Government approved the enhanced scheme which it is estimated will cost 
approximately €2.2Bn. I aim to bring the required primary legislation to give effect to the en-
hanced scheme before the Oireachtas as soon as possible with Spring 2022 being the indicative 
target timeline. 

Full details in relation to the changes announced are available at the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e365e-minister-obrien-announces-enhancements-to-the-de-
fective-concrete-block-scheme/ 

The relevant local authorities have responsibility for the administration of the Defective 
Concrete Blocks Grant scheme and queries from applicants or requests for assistance in making 
an application should be addressed to the relevant local authority. The issue of assistance for 
applicants with the application process arose during the working group discussions last sum-
mer. Both local authorities confirmed that such support is available from staff employed within 
its network of municipal district offices and applicants should therefore make contact with their 
respective local authority if they are having any difficulties with the application process. 

24/02/2022WRS00200Housing Schemes

24/02/2022WRS00300265. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of his Department’s review of the HAP limits; his plans with respect to these 
limits; and if he plans to publish his Department’s review. [10565/22]
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24/02/2022WRS00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) 
levels are adequate to support vulnerable households, while we increase the supply of social 
housing. Maximum rent limits for HAP were set for each housing authority area in 2016, in 
conjunction with the Department of Social Protection.  Local authorities also have the flexibil-
ity to agree to a HAP payment of up to 20% above the maximum rent limit, because of local 
rental market conditions and up to 50% in the Dublin region for those households either in, or 
at immediate risk of, homelessness.

Under Housing for All, my Department was tasked with undertaking an analytical exercise 
to examine whether an increase in the level of discretion available to Local Authorities under 
HAP is required, in order to maintain adequate levels of HAP support.

The Housing Agency undertook to carry out this analytical exercise on behalf of my Depart-
ment. The review was submitted on 20 December 2021. It is undergoing analysis by my Depart-
ment and I expect to receive recommendations following that analysis.

24/02/2022WRS00500Housing Schemes

24/02/2022WRS00600266. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of the review by the Housing Agency of the social housing income eligibility thresh-
olds; his plans with respect to these limits; and if he plans to publish the review. [10566/22]

24/02/2022WRS00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing for All – A New Housing Plan for Ireland was published in September 2021 and, as 
part of a broad suite of social housing reforms, committed to reviewing income eligibility for 
social housing.

The review, which examined inter alia the efficiency of the current banding model and in-
come limits applicable to local authorities, was completed in Q4 2021. I am currently consider-
ing its findings and expect to decide on proposed changes and recommendations shortly.

I will publish the review thereafter.

24/02/2022WRS00800Housing Provision

24/02/2022WRS00900267. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the total social housing output for 2021 broken down by new build, acquisition, leasing, 
Part V and leasing, by local authority and by funding stream including construction, turnkey, 
Part V and public private partnership. [10567/22]

24/02/2022WRS01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on social housing delivery 
for each local authority on a quarterly basis. The statistics are currently available to the end of 
Quarter 3 2021.  In the first nine months of the year, a total of 5,187 social homes were deliv-
ered, including 3,144 social homes delivered through new build, 1,576 social homes delivered 
through leasing programmes and 467 delivered through acquisitions. Details of individual local 
authority delivery are available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/
en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/

The data for Quarter 4 2021 is being collated and will be published shortly, in conjunction 
with the Quarter 4 2021 Construction Status Report.
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24/02/2022WRS01100Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRS01200268. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person 
meetings he or officials from his Department have had with the National Women’s Council of 
Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10580/22]

24/02/2022WRS01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In the period under question, my Department had 13 engagements with the National Women’s 
Council of Ireland; 3 of them included attendance by a Minister of State at my Department.

The engagements included research briefings and meetings on the participation of women 
in local government.

24/02/2022WRS01400Rental Sector

24/02/2022WRS01500269. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if clarification will be provided on a matter (details supplied) relating to lettings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10601/22]

24/02/2022WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Legislative reforms to regulate the short-term letting sector through 
the planning code, in areas designated as “rent pressure zones” (RPZs), were introduced under 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2019 
which came into effect on 1 July 2019.

Notwithstanding the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, significant work on the implementa-
tion and enforcement of the Regulations has been undertaken by planning authorities since they 
came into effect.

The Government’s housing plan - Housing for All contains a specific action - (Action 20.4) 
- to “develop new regulatory controls requiring short-term and holiday lets to register with 
Fáilte Ireland with a view to ensuring that houses are used to best effect in areas of housing 
need”.   Minister O’Brien has engaged with the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sports and Media to progress this action, and a number of meetings have been held between 
officials of the two Departments and with Fáilte Ireland, and further engagement is expected to 
take place in the near future.

Funding was allocated in Budget 2022 to Fáilte Ireland which has been tasked with the de-
sign and implementation of a new short term lettings registration system. The agency is current-
ly recruiting staff to work on this project. The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media is also presently scoping out the legislative provisions that will be required 
to underpin the new registration system with a view to these provisions being enacted in 2022.

24/02/2022WRS01700Housing Schemes

24/02/2022WRS01800270. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the shared equity scheme will be introduced; when eligibility requirements will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10607/22]

24/02/2022WRS01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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The Affordable Housing Act 2021, which I commenced in August 2021, laid the provisions for 
the introduction of two new affordable purchase schemes: an affordable purchase scheme de-
livered via Local Authorities and the Land Development Agency delivering primarily on their 
own lands, and also the national First Home shared equity scheme supporting purchases in the 
private market.

Part 4 of the Act provides the basis for the establishment of the First Home Scheme. The 
scheme will support first-time buyers on moderate incomes in purchasing new-build homes by 
means of an equity stake model, similar to that used in the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
scheme. First Home will be subject to regional price ceilings reflective of the median prices 
paid by first-time buyers for new-build homes, so it is an intervention to assist buyers in the 
lower portion of the home price distribution. The scheme will be targeted at those who have 
insufficient funds to purchase one of these homes using the mortgage and deposit available to 
them, and will use equity support to ‘bridge the gap’.

Budget 2022 allocated €44 million to my Department for First Home. The banking sector 
has confirmed it is committed to working with the State to develop and deliver this scheme, 
and has agreed in principle to match this State funding in order to increase the pool of fund-
ing available to potential new homeowners. Subject to the necessary approvals by all parties, 
it is anticipated that the First Home scheme will operate for the period 2022 to 2025, utilising 
overall funding of c. €400m to provide support to c. 8,000 households to purchase new homes. 

The scheme will be operated via the First Home Scheme Ireland Designated Activity Com-
pany, which has recently been incorporated. Significant work is continuing on the detailed 
design and parameters of the scheme, and full details including scheme conditionality will be 
confirmed upon completion of this work. It is anticipated that initial activity on key areas of 
work, including public communications, will be conducted early in May of this year, in advance 
of the first receipt of applications and deployment of equity support, scheduled for end Q2. 

24/02/2022WRS02000Aquaculture Industry

24/02/2022WRS02100271. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if he will ensure that aquaculture is taken under the remit of the Maritime Area 
Regulatory Agency given that it will be essential for the fair and correct development and man-
agement of the marine space. [10628/22]

24/02/2022WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Maritime Area Planning Act 2021, which was signed into law 
in December, establishes a new agency, the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority or MARA, 
which will have responsibility for overseeing a new licensing regime in the maritime area. 

While aquaculture is not included in this licensing regime, the system designed is suffi-
ciently flexible to accommodate a wide variety of maritime usages and activities which could 
allow for the inclusion of aquaculture in the future.  Any future integration would need to fol-
low careful examination of the existing aquaculture regulatory eco-system and collaboration 
between myself and the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine.

Chapter 9 of the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) sets out the objectives and 
marine planning policies in relation to aquaculture.  The NMPF will be the key decision-mak-
ing tool for regulatory authorities such as MARA and policy makers into the future, including 
in relation to decisions on individual consent applications which will have to have regard to the 
provisions of the plan in the same way that terrestrial plans form part of the decision making 
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tool-kit in the on-land planning process.

24/02/2022WRS02300Foreshore Issues

24/02/2022WRS02400272. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the plans to clear the backlog of applications for foreshore licences awaiting decision in his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10643/22]

24/02/2022WRS02500273. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when the new legislation on foreshore licences will be implemented; the responsibilities 
transferring to local authorities and the responsibilities transferring to MARA; the resources 
that will be made available to ensure that speedy decisions will be made on future foreshore 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10644/22]

24/02/2022WRS02600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 272 and 273 together.

The Maritime Area Planning (MAP) Act 2021, enacted in December 2021, establishes a 
new marine planning system, which is underpinned by a statutory Marine Planning Policy 
Statement guided by the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF), consisting of a new 
licensing and development management regime from the high water mark to the outer limit of 
the State’s continental shelf. This new regime will be administered in due course by the Mari-
time Area Regulatory Authority (MARA), and by An Bord Pleanála (ABP) and the coastal local 
authorities.

This new marine planning system will replace existing State and development consent re-
gimes (i.e. the existing foreshore system with the exception of the responsibilities of the Min-
ister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine) and will streamline arrangements on the basis of a 
single consent principle, i.e. one state consent (Maritime Area Consent) to enable occupation 
of the Maritime Area and one development consent (planning permission), with a single envi-
ronmental assessment.

Maritime Area Consents (MACs) will be granted by MARA. Development consent respon-
sibility for coastal areas will be generally discharged by the relevant local authority within 
a newly designated nearshore area i.e. from the high water mark 3nm seaward. ABP will be 
responsible for certain classes of development within the entire Maritime Area and for the gen-
erality of development beyond the nearshore.

The MAP Act also sets out special provisions for offshore renewable energy (ORE) proj-
ects satisfying the definition of “relevant maritime usage”. Recognising that it will take time to 
establish a new agency, it was decided by Government that the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications should be granted limited powers to invite MAC applications 
for ORE projects satisfying the definition of “relevant maritime usage” for a specified period 
in advance of the establishment of MARA. A public consultation on these processes was held 
recently by the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications and applications for 
MACs from these projects will be accepted later this year. Any project satisfying the definition 
of “relevant maritime usage” which is granted a MAC by the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications must then apply for the necessary development permission from 
An Bord Pleanála under the new regime. 

The aim is to have MARA established by Q1 2023 and, to facilitate this, a dedicated Unit 
has been set up within my Department to progress the Implementation Plan to establish this new 
agency. Extensive preparatory work will be required over the coming months to enable MARA 
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to undertake the wide range of its statutory functions post-establishment. This work includes 
drafting commencement orders, and preparing a series of regulations and statutory guidelines 
as well as developing the processes dependent on same.  

In the interim period, responsibility for development on Ireland’s foreshore will continue to 
be regulated under the provisions of the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended. As Minister, I am the 
‘appropriate Minister’ for the purposes of this Act (with the exception of a number of specific 
areas of responsibility for which the Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine is the appro-
priate Minister), and I will continue to accept, assess and grant/refuse applications for foreshore 
leases and licences under the foreshore regime until MARA is established. After the establish-
ment of MARA, new applications will not be accepted under the current Foreshore consenting 
regime, but applications on hand (e.g. site investigation applications etc.) will be processed to 
completion.

There has been a significant increase in the number and complexity of foreshore licence 
and lease applications over the last two to three years. The majority of this increased activity 
is related to Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) infrastructural development, including po-
tential development site investigation activity, Eirgrid cabling development, and port infra-
structure improvement. In addition, power and telecommunication cable application activity 
has increased from both commercial and state-led projects. In parallel, emerging case law and 
enhanced requirements arising from various environmental assessment Directives have added 
to the complexity of the appraisal process. 

Over the last eighteen months, my Department has more than doubled the staffing resources 
available within the Foreshore Unit to address the increasing workload. In addition, a panel of 
external specialist environmental consultants is in operation to assist in the technical assess-
ment of applications. While I am satisfied that the appropriate resources are in place, I am keen 
to keep the arrangements under review until such time as the MARA is established.

Under the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021, MARA will also, in due course, undertake 
all administrative responsibility and estate management functions for the portfolio of existing 
foreshore leases and licences (numbering in excess of 2,200).

  Question No. 273 answered with Question No. 272.

24/02/2022WRS02800Climate Change Policy

24/02/2022WRS02900274. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the window in which Ireland’s climate targets are incorporated or will be incorporated 
into our planning system; the way that upstream and downstream impacts induced demand and 
embedded carbon, for example, will be assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10647/22]

24/02/2022WRS03000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Climate Action Plan, 2021 sets out an ambitious course for na-
tional decarbonisation to deliver a scale-up in emission performance across the sectors over the 
coming decade to meet 2030 targets and to set a trajectory to meet 2050 objectives. The plan 
recognises that climate change is a complex issue that requires transformative responses from 
every sector in society and that all measures, collectively, represent a coherent approach to deal-
ing with the significant challenges ahead.

The National Planning Framework (NPF) confirms that the planning process provides an 
established means through which to implement and integrate climate change objectives, includ-



24 February 2022

139

ing adaptation, at local level and the transition to a low carbon and climate resilient society. 
The NPF further underpins this approach by stating that “in addition to legally binding targets 
agreed at EU level, it is a national objective for Ireland to transition to be a competitive low 
carbon, economy by the year 2050”.

The three Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) also echo the importance of 
climate action and each contain a number of policy objectives in order to ensure emissions can 
be reduced and targets met.

Under the relevant provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (the 
Act), local authorities prepare development plans and local area plans to set out the planning 
policies and objectives for their respective functional areas. 

A programme of development plan review is currently underway in order to achieve con-
sistency of approach with the NPF and the RSESs adopted by the three Regional Assemblies. 

National renewable energy objectives, and those set out in the regional strategies, are re-
quired to be reflected in county Development Plans. 

In addition, section 10(2) of the Act sets out the development objectives that must be includ-
ed in the development plan of each local authority and are therefore ‘mandatory’ requirements. 
Section 10(2)(n) specifically identifies climate action (adaption and mitigation) as a mandatory 
objective to be included in all Development Plans. 

These plans, which are adopted by the elected members of the local authority, are subject 
to review and evaluation by the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) to ensure consistency 
with national planning policy and guidance, including section 28 Ministerial Guidelines. Where 
matters arise in relation to consistency with national policy, further to a recommendation by the 
OPR, the Minister may decide to issue a planning authority with a Ministerial Direction under 
Section 31 of the Act, if a plan has failed to set out an overall strategy for the proper planning 
and sustainable development of an area.

The SEAI published a Methodology for Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategies 
(LARES) in 2013 to assist local authorities in this regard. This methodology is currently being 
reviewed, with input from relevant bodies, to provide a best practice approach to identifying 
and assessing renewable energy resources in spatial planning at local authority level. Based on 
the indicative targets for onshore wind energy and grid-scale solar deployment, the Department 
of the Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC) proposes to set out a target for the 
total onshore capacity that should be planned for on a national and regional level. The Regional 
Assemblies will be required to develop and implement regional renewable electricity strate-
gies based on the overall national targets, renewable energy objectives contained in each of the 
RSESs, with the support of relevant guidance, including the SEAI LARES.

With regard to the construction sector, embodied carbon in construction materials makes 
a significant contribution to the lifetime carbon emissions of new buildings. The operational 
carbon emissions for heating, lighting and other services have been significantly reduced in 
Nearly Zero Energy Buildings. These building regulations requirements apply to all new build-
ings including social and affordable housing developments.  Currently these embodied carbon 
emissions are addressed in the Climate Action Plan and the Construction Products Regulation.

In addition my Department has issued design guidelines for sustainable housing which in-
cludes recommendations relating to the need to have due regard to the environmental impact of 
construction materials. These guidelines “Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities” are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/24d9e-
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quality-housing-for-sustainable-communities-design-guidelines/

Furthermore, under the Climate Action Plan the Office of Public Works (OPW) is putting 
in place a roadmap to promote greater use of lower-carbon building material alternatives in 
construction while the SEAI is carrying out a research and development project to examine life 
cycle analysis and embedded energy in buildings to compare the use of sustainable materials.

It should be further noted in this connection that planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála, 
under sections 34 and 143 of the Act respectively, are required to have regard to the objectives 
of Development Plans and any policies of Government or Guidelines issued with respect to 
climate targets which are relevant at the time of making a decision on a proposed development.

24/02/2022WRS03100Local Authorities

24/02/2022WRS03200275. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of local authority home loan scheme applications that were received from 
Mayo County Council for 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022; and the number that were granted in 
the same period. [10737/22]

24/02/2022WRS03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Local Authority Home Loan has only been available nationwide from local authorities 
since 4 January 2022. Prior to that, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was the mortgage avail-
able from local authorities. As of 4 January 2022, no new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan appli-
cations will be accepted, although applications/approvals already in process will be honoured. 
Therefore, information on both loan schemes is set out as follows.

The Housing Agency provides a central support service that assesses applications for the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, and its successor the Local Authority Home Loan scheme, on 
behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to the authorities to approve or refuse 
applications. Data are collected separately for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan and the Local 
Authority Home Loan schemes.

Each local authority must have in place a credit committee and it is a matter for the commit-
tee to make the decision on applications for loans, in accordance with the regulations, having 
regard to the recommendations made by the Housing Agency.

The most recent figures provided by the Agency on the number of Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan and Local Authority Home Loan applications that it has underwritten for Mayo County 
Council, from 2020 up to the end of January 2022 are set out in the following table.

Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan
Year Applications Underwritten Applications Recommended for 

Approval
2020 31 13
2021 30 15
2022 (to 31/01/2022) 0 0

Local Authority Home Loan
Year Applications Underwritten Applications Recommended for 

Approval
2022 (to 31/01/2022) 1 0

My Department regularly publishes information on the number and value of (i) local author-
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ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that 
an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). 

Local Authority drawdowns, approvals, average drawdowns, and average approvals to Q2 
2021 is available at the following link, which will be updated, as updated figures are available: 

www.gov.ie/en/collection/42d2f-local-authority-loan-activity/#local-authority-loans-ap-
provedpaid 

24/02/2022WRS03400Derelict Sites

24/02/2022WRS03500276. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of compulsory purchase orders sought for derelict properties by each local 
authority in 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10738/22]

24/02/2022WRS03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Since 2018 local authorities are required to submit an annual return to 
my Department providing information on the operation of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 in their 
functional areas. The derelict sites returns are collected in Q2 of the following year. The infor-
mation requested in respect of 2020 is provided in the following Table. Figures for 2021 and 
2022 are not yet available.

My Department continues to liaise with local authorities on the implementation of the Der-
elict Sites Act with a view to improving its effectiveness.

- 2020 
Local Authority No. of Derelict Sites ac-

quired by agreement  
No. of Derelict Sites ac-
quired compulsorily  

Carlow 0 0 
Cavan 0 0 
Clare 0 0 
Cork County 0 0 
Cork City 1 0 
Donegal 0 0 
Dublin City 0 0 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 0 0 
Fingal 0 0 
Galway City 0 0 
Galway County 0 0 
Kerry 0 0 
Kildare 0 0 
Kilkenny 0 1 
Laois 0 3 
Leitrim 0 0 
Limerick City & County 0 26 
Longford 0 0 
Louth 0 0 
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- 2020 
Local Authority No. of Derelict Sites ac-

quired by agreement  
No. of Derelict Sites ac-
quired compulsorily  

Mayo 0 0 
Meath 0 8 
Monaghan 0 0 
Offaly 0 0 
Roscommon 0 0 
Sligo 0 0 
South Dublin 0 1 
Tipperary 0 1 
Waterford City & County 0 0 
Westmeath 0 0 
Wexford 1 2 
Wicklow 0 0 
Total 2 42 

24/02/2022WRS03700Wind Energy Guidelines

24/02/2022WRS03800277. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he plans to bring forward new wind energy guidelines; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10349/22]

24/02/2022WRS03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department is currently undertaking a focused review of the 2006 
Wind Energy Development Guidelines. The review is addressing a number of key aspects in-
cluding noise, setback, shadow flicker, community obligation, community dividend and grid 
connections.

Guidance on the noise aspect is currently being finalised by my Department in conjunc-
tion with the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications, which has primary 
responsibility for environmental noise matters. Significant work has been undertaken on the 
noise elements and the two Departments recently met to discuss new developments in this 
regard including consideration of the impact of the revised 2030 target to generate up to 80% 
of our electricity from renewable sources and the need to ensure that proposals regarding the 
measurement and assessment of noise from wind turbines are fit for purpose. These aspects are 
currently being considered and further engagement between the Departments is expected im-
minently. Following this inter-departmental engagement, I will be in a better position to provide 
an update on the expected publication date of the revised Guidelines, the finalisation of which 
remains a priority.

It should also be noted that the review and finalisation of the Guidelines has been included 
as a specific action in the recently published Climate Action Plan.

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála, must have regard to guidelines issued under section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts.  In the meantime, the current 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines remain in force.
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24/02/2022WRS04000Passport Services

24/02/2022WRS04100278. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application 
by a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10524/22]

24/02/2022WRS04200282. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied) and ensure that the supporting documentation has been 
received as confirmed by An Post to the applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10617/22]

24/02/2022WRS04300283. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review ap-
plications by persons (details supplied) and ensure that supporting documentation has been 
received as confirmed by An Post to the applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10618/22]

24/02/2022WRS04400285. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine and 
expedite a passport application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10664/22]

24/02/2022WRS04500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
278, 282, 283 and 285 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service has provided an update on the status of the passport applications to the applicants. 

24/02/2022WRS04600Passport Services

24/02/2022WRS04700279. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there are issues and 
delays updating the passport tracking system; if so, when the system is likely to be made fully 
functional again in order that applicants can monitor the progress of their applications as they 
are finding it difficult to get in contact with the Passport Office by telephone; the reason, despite 
the additional staff that he said would be recruited to the Passport Office in January 2022, that 
there are still significant delays in processing passport applications; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10568/22]

24/02/2022WRS04800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The online Passport Tracker tool 
provides applicants with an indication of how their application is progressing through the sys-
tem and gives an estimated issue date based on the current average application processing time.

The Passport Service regrets that the Passport Tracker recently experienced technical issues 
which resulted in the tracker not correctly updating a small number of applications. This issue 
has been identified and is now fixed. While it has not been possible to immediately update all af-
fected applications on the tracker, this will happen automatically when these applications reach 
the next stage of the process. The passport service apologies for any inconvenience caused to 
applicants who have been affected.  

Applicants who wish to receive an update on the status of their passport application can 
contact the Customer Service Hub at (01) 6711633 or via Webchat on my Department’s web-
site (www.dfa.ie/passports). The Passport Service Customer Service Hub officers respond to 
customer queries by phone and webchat as well as enquiries related to Emergency Passport 
cases. The Customer Service Hub are currently handling over 5,000 customer contacts each 
week. During times of high demand, there can be delays in getting through to a service agent 
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due to the volumes of enquiries. The Passport Service webchat is also operational and custom-
ers should refresh the page if the icon is grey. A webchat operator is available when the icon is 
green. 

My Department has been pro-actively planning to ensure the necessary resources are in 
place to meet the current and expected level of demand in 2022 and is making an unprecedented 
investment in the Passport Service in terms of additional staff and improvements to the passport 
processing and customer service systems. 

My Department is working with the Public Appointments Service on a major recruitment 
drive that has been underway for several months. Since June of 2021, over 300 members of staff 
at all grades have been assigned to the Passport Service. Additional staff are being assigned on 
a weekly basis with a goal of reaching staff numbers of 900 by the end of March. This repre-
sents a doubling of staff numbers over the course of 9 months. 109 new staff joined the Passport 
Service in the month of January. This is slightly lower than the estimate that was originally 
provided, as not all assignments that had been offered were accepted by candidates. 

The Passport Service is implementing a number of further measures that will positively 
impact the current turnaround times and improve customer service:

- Intensive training of new staff and upskilling of existing staff is underway to increase the 
resources that can process complex applications.

- The Passport Service is actively prioritising first time applications and directing increased 
resources to processing these complex applications with a view to reducing the current turn-
around time.

- A new document management process is being put in place that allows for a much quicker 
turnaround time when an applicant is asked to submit additional documents. Once these docu-
ments are received, they will be prioritised and complete applications will be processed in 3 
weeks. This will greatly reduce the waiting time for applicants who are missing documents in 
their initial application.

In January 2022, the Passport Service received over 137,000 new passport applications. 
This is the highest volume of monthly applications ever received and indicates that there is 
pent-up demand for passports following the relaxation of necessary travel restrictions due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The Passport Service estimates that up to 1.4 million passport applications 
will be received this year. Previous predictions for 2022 estimated a volume of 1.7m. However, 
for now this number has decreased due to the volume of passport renewal applications received 
in late 2021. The prediction for the number of passport applications in 2022 remains subject to 
review and the first six months of the year are still forecasted to remain very busy with most of 
the reduction in forecasted volume seen in the second half of the year.  

While there is a very high volume of applications in the system, this does not represent a 
backlog. There is a continuous stream of new applications and a continuous dispatch of com-
pleted passports happening every day. Figures show that there are currently 90,000 applications 
that are fully complete and are being processed by the Passport Service. There are also 70,000 
applications in the system where the Passport Service is waiting for the customer to complete 
the application. In these cases, the onus is on the customer to submit the required documents 
to the Service. While the Passport Service makes every effort to contact applicants in such cir-
cumstances, their experience is that many applicants take weeks and sometimes months to send 
in the necessary documents.

The current passport processing times are:
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- 10 working days for Simple Adult online renewals

- 15 working days for Complex or child online renewals

- 40 working days for First Time Applications on Passport Online

- 8 weeks for An Post’s mail-in “Passport Express” service

The Passport Service is currently experiencing high demand for first time passports, par-
ticularly for children. First time passport applications do take longer to process and there are a 
number of reasons for this:

- It is important to check the applicant’s identity and their entitlement to Irish citizenship. 
The Irish passport was recently ranked 5th in the Henley Global Passport Index as it provides 
our citizens with visa-free access to 187 countries. This is something we can all be proud of. 
However, in order to maintain this ranking and to protect the integrity of the Irish passport, the 
Passport Service must validate the true identity of the applicant and take measures to confirm 
the applicant’s entitlement to Irish citizenship. Accordingly, a rigorous analysis process is in 
place to verify the identity and citizenship status of first time applicants.

- In the case of children, it is essential that the Passport Service verifies the consent of the 
child’s guardians before a passport can issue. This ensures that the Passport Service protects the 
rights of the child and their guardians.

- Due to the intensive analysis and extra measures undertaken by highly trained and experi-
enced staff, first time applications take 40 working days to process.

The Passport Service is currently processing 45% of adult online renewal application in 
one working day, while 99% of online child renewal passports are issued within the advertised 
processing time of 15 working days. 

The processing times for a standard online renewal passport applications compare very fa-
vourably to processing times internationally in countries such as the UK, United States, Canada 
and Australia.

24/02/2022WRT00200Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRT00300280. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of engage-
ments, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings he or officials 
from his Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 
2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10577/22]

24/02/2022WRT00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs has engaged with the National Women’s Council of Ireland (NWCI) on a number of occa-
sions from 1 January 2019 to date.  The Department of Foreign Affairs’ Reconciliation Fund has 
provided support to the NWCI through two grants, totalling €45,321, awarded in 2021 to sup-
port the establishment of their All-island Women’s Forum.  Officials have had routine telephone 
and email contact with the NWCI during 2021 and 2022 in the context of these grants and the 
roll-out of the All-island Women’s Forum.  Officials joined a meeting by video call between the 
NWCI and the Department of the Taoiseach’s Shared Island Unit on 9 July 2021 to discuss the 
All-island Women’s Forum. The Minister for Foreign Affairs provided a short video message 
of support for broadcast at the first in-person meeting of the All-island Women’s Forum, which 
took place in Enniskillen on 17 February 2022; this event was also attended by two Department 
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officials.    NWCI is a member of the Implementation Group for Ireland’s National Plan on 
Business and Human Rights, and was represented at meetings of the Group on 16 January 2019; 
29 January 2020; and 30 March 2021.   The Implementation Group, established to oversee the 
implementation of the National Plan on Business and Human Rights, was appointed by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the secretariat of the Group is provided by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs in cooperation with other relevant government departments.NWCI is a member 
of the DFA Committee on Human Rights, and attended Committee meetings on 16 October 
2019 and 21 July 2020.  This DFA Committee on Human Rights was established in 1997 to pro-
vide a framework for a regular exchange of views between the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and representatives of the NGO community, as well as civil society more generally.  NWCI is 
represented on the Steering Committee for the National Strategy for Women and Girls, which 
is led by D/CEDIY and which the Department of Foreign Affairs attends.  NWCI and DFA 
would have participated in meetings of this Steering Committee on 5 February 2019, 11 June 
2019, 7 November 2019, 13 May 2020, 9 December 2020, 15 April 2021, 13 July 2021, and 
2 November 2021.  On 23 November 2021, Department officials had a (virtual) meeting with 
NWCI to discuss “NWCI’s work and future plans”.  On 18 March 2021, NWCI Director Orla 
O’Connor participated in a panel discussion at a (virtual) webinar organised by the Department 
on ‘Women in Politics: Overcoming the Gender Barriers’; this was a side event at the 65th ses-
sion of the UN Commission on the Status of Women.

24/02/2022WRT00500Foreign Birth Registration

24/02/2022WRT00600281. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a foreign 
birth register application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10592/22]

24/02/2022WRT00700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is responsible 
for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Register under the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.

The processing of Foreign Birth Registration has resumed and will be gradually scaling up 
in line with the recruitment of additional resources. Due to the complex nature of the Foreign 
Birth Registration process, the large increase in applications received following the Brexit vote 
in the UK, and the pause in the Service due to necessary Covid-19 restrictions, applicants 
should allow approximately 2 years from the receipt of supporting documentation for process-
ing of Foreign Birth Registration applications at this time. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, and the 
subsequent reassignment of Foreign Birth Registration staff to assist in the provision of essen-
tial passport services, the Foreign Birth Registration Service was paused for nearly 15 months 
across the 2020-2021 period.

The application referenced was registered on 9 November 2020, and is being stored in a 
secure environment.

The FBR service operates a transparent general policy of processing applications in order 
of receipt. FBR staff continue to provide an emergency service for Foreign Birth Registration 
in cases of exceptional urgency, such as expectant parents, or stateless persons. Such applicants 
may continue to contact the Passport Service directly.

My Department is fully committed to the continued allocation of additional resources over 
the coming period to assist with the processing of the Foreign Birth Registration applications 
currently on hand and the high volume of new applications anticipated this year.   
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  Question No. 282 answered with Question No. 278.

  Question No. 283 answered with Question No. 278.

24/02/2022WRT01000Passport Services

24/02/2022WRT01100284. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport will be pro-
cessed on time for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in order that they can travel with 
their family.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10662/22]

24/02/2022WRT01200287. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will be 
processed for a person (details supplied) in view of the fact this application is with the Passport 
Office since 29 October 2021. [10718/22]

24/02/2022WRT01300288. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport will issue 
for a person (details supplied) submitted in December 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10827/22]

24/02/2022WRT01400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
284, 287 and 288 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service has issued passports to the applicants. 

  Question No. 285 answered with Question No. 278.

24/02/2022WRT01600Passport Services

24/02/2022WRT01700286. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has 
been drawn to significant delays in respect of first-time passport application processing times 
made from within the State; the steps he has taken in order to reduce application processing 
times; and the number of first-time applications made within the State in the backlog of applica-
tions to be processed. [10685/22]

24/02/2022WRT01800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service is currently 
experiencing high demand for first time passports, particularly for children. First time passport 
applications do take longer to process and there are a number of reasons for this. First time ap-
plications are necessarily complex to process, since they are essentially applications for Irish 
citizenship. The Passport Service must validate the true identity of the applicant and take mea-
sures to confirm the applicant’s entitlement to Irish citizenship. It is the statutory responsibility 
of the Passport Service to protect the integrity of the Irish passport. Accordingly, a rigorous 
analysis process is in place to verify the identity and citizenship status of first time applicants. 

In the case of first time passport applications for children, the consent of guardians must also 
be thoroughly validated. 

The current passport processing times are:

- 10 working days for Simple Adult online renewals

- 15 working days for Complex or child online renewals

- 40 working days for First Time Applications on Passport Online
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- 8 weeks for An Post’s mail-in “Passport Express” service

Due to the intensive analysis and extra measures undertaken by highly trained and experi-
enced staff, first time applications take 40 working days to process. In cases of children whose 
parents are not Irish citizens, the process can sometimes take longer due to the need to ensure 
that all of the required supporting documentation to prove the child’s entitlement to Irish citi-
zenship is submitted and correct. Due to the high level of complexity with these particular ap-
plications, further documentation is often required adding to the processing time.

My Department has been pro-actively planning to ensure the necessary resources are in 
place to meet the current and expected level of demand in 2022 and is making an unprecedented 
investment in the Passport Service in terms of additional staff and improvements to the passport 
processing and customer service systems.

My Department is working with the Public Appointments Service on a major recruitment 
drive that has been underway for several months. Since June of 2021, over 300 members of staff 
at all grades have been assigned to the Passport Service. Additional staff are being assigned on a 
weekly basis with a goal of reaching staff numbers of 900 by the end of March. This represents 
a doubling of staff numbers over the course of 9 months.

It is a priority for the Passport Service to improve processing times for first time applicants 
in 2022. The Passport Service is implementing a number of further measures that will positively 
impact the current turnaround times and improve customer service:

- Intensive training of new staff and upskilling of existing staff is underway to increase the 
resources that can process complex applications.

- The Passport Service is actively prioritising first time applications and directing increased 
resources to processing these complex applications with a view to reducing the current turn-
around time.

- A new document management process is being put in place that allows for a much quicker 
turnaround time when an applicant is asked to submit additional documents. Once these docu-
ments are received, they will be prioritised and complete applications will be processed in 3 
weeks. This will greatly reduce the waiting time for applicants who are missing documents in 
their initial application. 

We are confident that the measures that have been implemented will help to reduce passport 
turnaround times in the course of 2022, particularly for first time applications, and will assist 
the Passport Service in meeting the high demand forecast for this year.

The Passport Service has been experiencing very high demand for passports since May 
2021 and expects a high level of demand for passports to continue throughout this year. Cur-
rently, over 1.4m passport applications are anticipated this year compared to the previous pre-
Covid-19 annual high of 935,000 in 2019. This is due to pent-up demand following Covid-19 
public health restrictions over the past two years. Previous predictions for 2022 estimated a 
volume of 1.7m. However, for now this number has decreased due to the volume of passport 
renewal applications received in late 2021. The prediction for the number of passport applica-
tions in 2022 remains subject to review and the first six months of the year are still forecasted 
to remain very busy with most of the reduction in forecasted volume seen in the second half of 
the year.

In January 2022, the Passport Service received over 137,000 new passport applications. 
This is the highest volume of monthly applications ever received and indicates that there is 
pent-up demand for passports following the relaxation of necessary travel restrictions due to 
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the Covid-19 pandemic. 

There are currently 160,000 passport applications in the system. Of these, 20,000 are first 
time applications made within the State. While there is a very high volume of applications in the 
system, this does not represent a backlog. There is a continuous stream of new applications and 
a continuous dispatch of completed passports happening every day. Figures show that, of the 
total 160,000 applications in the system, 90,000 (57%) applications are fully complete and are 
being processed by the Passport Service. The other 70,000 (43%) applications in the system are 
incomplete, which means the Passport Service is waiting for the applicant to submit the neces-
sary documentation required. While the Passport Service makes every effort to contact appli-
cants in such circumstances, their experience is that many applicants take weeks and sometimes 
months to send in the necessary documents. 

I strongly urge anyone who is considering travelling overseas this year, particularly families 
with young children, to check the validity of their passports before booking travel and to apply 
for their passports online in plenty of time.

  Question No. 287 answered with Question No. 284.

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 284.

24/02/2022WRT02100Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRT02200289. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Defence the number of engagements, 
including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings he or officials from his 
Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10572/22]

24/02/2022WRT02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In my capacity as Minister for Defence 
neither I, nor any official from my Department, has had any engagements, including online 
meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings with the National Women’s Council of 
Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date.

24/02/2022WRT02400Special Educational Needs

24/02/2022WRT02500290. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn 
to a lack of resourcing for reading schools in Dublin (details supplied); if she has any plans to 
increase supports for reading schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10517/22]

24/02/2022WRT02600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education is a priority for this 
Government. 

This year, my Department will spend in excess of €2 Billion, or over 25% of the Depart-
ment’s budget on providing additional teaching and care supports for children with special 
educational needs. 

A continuum of education provision is in place covering the full range of need spanning 
placement in mainstream classes with supports through to more specialist placements either in 
a special class or a special school depending on the level of complexity of need. 

Available supports include provision to meet care needs and to provide additional teaching 
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support where this is required.  In addition, there are specialist educational supports provided 
by the National Educational Psychological Services (NEPS) and the National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) to help schools provide an appropriate education for pupils with special 
educational needs including reading difficulties.

There are no plans to expand Reading Schools at this time, including the school referred to 
by the Deputy. 

NCSE is currently undertaking Policy Advice on Education Provision in Special Classes 
and Special Schools to examine whether placement in specialist settings brings about improved 
educational outcomes and experiences, relative to their ability, for students with special educa-
tional needs. 

This Policy Advice is to be completed shortly and will then be considered by my Depart-
ment. 

I have also requested my Department to arrange for a review of the policy on reading classes 
and schools.  When received, this report will also be considered in the context of overall policy 
on special education.

24/02/2022WRT02700Schools Building Projects

24/02/2022WRT02800291. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education if she will expedite 
approval for the submission of detailed cost analysis plan by a school project (details supplied) 
for building proposal submitted on 31 January 2022 in order to avoid any delay that may result 
in an inflation in cost in the interim as has happened in the past; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10523/22]

24/02/2022WRT02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school referred to by the Deputy 
recently submitted documentation to my Department for assessment. This documentation has 
been reviewed in the Department and further information was requested of the school authori-
ties on 18/02/2022. 

It is a matter for the school authorities to forward this information as soon as possible. Once 
received, the Department will continue with the review and will communicate with the school 
authorities upon completion with a view to progressing the project as expeditiously as possible. 

24/02/2022WRT03000Teaching Qualifications

24/02/2022WRT03100292. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education if she will immediately estab-
lish an expert review group to examine the minimum essential qualification and issue recom-
mendations in relation to special needs assistants, SNAs; if a clear commitment will be given 
to implement the expert group recommendation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[10534/22]

24/02/2022WRT03200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs) play a huge role in helping to ensure the inclusion of pupils with sig-
nificant care needs in education and in school life.  This was acknowledged in the Comprehen-
sive Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme (SNAs) published by the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) in 2018. 

The Review made a number of recommendations regarding SNAs including the training 
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needs of SNAs.  In this regard, the NCSE recommended that a new national training programme 
at Level 5 of the National Qualification Framework be developed for existing SNAs who do not 
have the requisite level of training and for new SNAs on appointment.  The NCSE also recom-
mended that training tailored to the complex needs of some students would also be provided. 

The policy advice has been considered by my Department. It was decided that priority 
would be given to the development of a training programme for SNAs who may not have had a 
recent opportunity to access a training programme tailored to their role. 

The first national training programme for SNAs is now in place and it aims to enhance the 
knowledge, skills and expertise of SNAs whose work is central to the inclusion of students with 
additional care and complex needs in school life. The programme is fully funded by my Depart-
ment and delivered at no cost to the SNA. 

As this is the first programme, it is appropriate to take the time to review outcomes and this 
will inform the future approach to ongoing training and professional development of SNAs. 
Part of that consideration will include accreditation.

Raising the minimum qualification for appointment as a special needs assistant has been 
raised by the FORSA union and has been referred to the Workplace Relations Commission.  My 
Department is engaging in that process.

The recruitment and appointment of Special Needs Assistants is a matter for each individual 
school authority. In addition, the actual requirements for a post will vary depending on the spe-
cific needs of the children and the school to which the SNA is to be appointed. My Department 
does not believe that the existing minimum qualifications has impacted on the calibre of person 
appointed and it is also the case that people with experience and/or higher qualifications than 
the minimum are often the successful candidate in competitions held by schools.

However, having considered the claim and, in particular, the period of time since they were 
set, my Department is open to reviewing the position. My Department has also agreed to a 
review of the SNA contract which was agreed as part of the Building Momentum national pay 
agreement.   My Department is of the view that the forthcoming review of the SNA contract 
should be carried out and implemented first. 

I am satisfied that the approach outlined fully recognises the important place of SNAs in our 
schools.  The forthcoming review of the SNA contract along with the new training programme 
for SNAs that is now in place will help to enhance the experience of children with special needs 
in our schools.

24/02/2022WRT03300Special Educational Needs

24/02/2022WRT03400293. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education if she will ensure there 
are no cuts to the upcoming special education teaching allocation hours for a school (details 
supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10537/22]

24/02/2022WRT03500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for special educa-
tional support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational profile.

Under the allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special 
education needs support based on their school profile.  
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The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fair allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the level of need in each school. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, due to the Covid pandemic and to provide for 
continuity of allocations, the Minister for Education and the Minister for Special Education and 
Inclusion agreed to maintain the existing Special Education Teacher Allocations for schools for 
the 2021/22 school year, with re profiled allocations now due to be made from September 2022.

Schools are frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile. The allocations to 
schools include provision to support all pupils in the schools, including where a child receives a 
diagnosis after the allocation is received by a school, or where there are newly enrolling pupils 
to the school. 

Both the Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are commit-
ted to ensuring that all schools are treated equally and fairly in the manner in which their school 
profiles have been calculated

24/02/2022WRT03600School Enrolments

24/02/2022WRT03700294. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will provide the 
secondary school zoning maps that highlight the catchment areas for students progressing from 
primary to post primary schools in County Louth and east County Meath in order to review cur-
rent catchment zones; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10552/22]

24/02/2022WRT03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy may be aware, in order to 
plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data in a way that takes account 
of the significant local and regional variations in demographic trends and enrolment projec-
tions, my Department divides the country into 314 school planning areas (SPAs).  

Using school planning area boundaries within my Department’s Geographic Information 
System (GIS) allows data within those boundaries, including data for enrolments in schools, 
child benefit and other relevant data to be added to the mapping information, grouped and ana-
lysed.  

The school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment 
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools re-
quired in that school planning area.  In urban areas, in particular, data relating to adjacent school 
planning areas is also used to inform our consideration of requirements.   There are no current 
plans to revise school planning areas.

The school planning areas in County Louth are as follows: 

- Bush

- Dundalk

- Ardee

- Dunleer

- Drogheda

- Carrickmacross 
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For clarity, this list reflects school planning areas which are fully or partly within the Louth 
County Council administrative area.

The school planning areas which are fully or partly within east Meath are as follows: 

- Ardee

- Navan

- Drogheda

- Laytown

- Ashbourne

- Dunshaughlin

- Kilcock

- Maynooth

- Ratoath

- Dunboyne 

Data on schools across the country is available on my Department’s website, www.gov.ie/
education under the “Find a School” function.  Schools can be searched for using a number 
of different criteria including, inter alia, School Level, Geographical Area and Ethos and key 
information on the relevant schools, including enrolments from the 2020/21 academic year, is 
displayed in the results.  A map of the relevant schools is provided as part of the “Find a School” 
functionality.  

Full lists of all schools at primary or post primary level can also be downloaded from the 
website and these provide further data on individual schools.  These lists can be filtered by local 
authority and/or county which may be helpful.

The following links show maps of each area as, requested.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2022-02-24_pq294-24-02-22_en.pdf”>East Meath</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/
supportingDocumentation/2022-02-24_294a-24-02-22_en.pdf”>Louth Catchment area</a>]

24/02/2022WRU00200Departmental Data

24/02/2022WRU00300295. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education the number of State-
funded primary schools that are complaint with the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) 
WCAG 2.1 standards as is mandatory for mobile applications and websites under European 
Union and Irish legislation. [10562/22]

24/02/2022WRU00400296. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education the number of State-
funded post-primary schools that are complaint with the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) 
WCAG 2.1 standards as is mandatory for mobile applications and websites under European 
Union and Irish legislation. [10563/22]
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24/02/2022WRU00500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 295 and 
296 together.

Decisions regarding the use and deployment of digital technology in schools is a matter for 
the Board of Management of each school. The Board of Management of a school, under the 
Education Act 1998, has responsibility for the direct governance of a school, including devel-
oping policies on issues including accessibility and technology deployment. Schools are best 
placed to determine the most appropriate solution to adopt in terms of supporting the learning 
needs of their students based on school’s own context and circumstances, and in accordance 
with their Digital Learning Plan. 

In that context, my Department does not track or collect specific data on the commercially 
available apps in use by schools. Advice and support for schools regarding deployment of digi-
tal technologies, digital learning planning and related issues, is provided by the Department 
support service, the Professional Development Service for Teachers Technology in Education 
(PDST TiE). 

My Department will work to provide advice and support to schools to enable them to adhere 
to these requirements and the Department will work with the National Disability Authority, the 
body with responsibility for the implementation of S.I. No. 358/2020 - European Union (Ac-
cessibility of Websites and Mobile Applications of Public Sector Bodies) Regulations 2020 
(including W3C WCAG 2.1 Standards) to develop appropriate information for schools.

  Question No. 296 answered with Question No. 295.

24/02/2022WRU00700Teaching Qualifications

24/02/2022WRU00800297. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education if she will establish an expert 
review group to examine the minimum essential qualifications for SNAs and issue appropriate 
recommendations; if a commitment will be given to implementing these recommendations; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10569/22]

24/02/2022WRU00900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs) play a huge role in helping to ensure the inclusion of pupils with sig-
nificant care needs in education and in school life.  This was acknowledged in the Comprehen-
sive Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme (SNAs) published by the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) in 2018. 

The Review made a number of recommendations regarding SNAs including the training 
needs of SNAs.  In this regard, the NCSE recommended that a new national training programme 
at Level 5 of the National Qualification Framework be developed for existing SNAs who do not 
have the requisite level of training and for new SNAs on appointment.  The NCSE also recom-
mended that training tailored to the complex needs of some students would also be provided. 

The policy advice has been considered by my Department. It was decided that priority 
would be given to the development of a training programme for SNAs who may not have had a 
recent opportunity to access a training programme tailored to their role. 

The first national training programme for SNAs is now in place and it aims to enhance the 
knowledge, skills and expertise of SNAs whose work is central to the inclusion of students with 
additional care and complex needs in school life. The programme is fully funded by my Depart-
ment and delivered at no cost to the SNA. 
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As this is the first programme, it is appropriate to take the time to review outcomes and this 
will inform the future approach to ongoing training and professional development of SNAs. 
Part of that consideration will include accreditation.

Raising the minimum qualification for appointment as a special needs assistant has been 
raised by the FORSA union and has been referred to the Workplace Relations Commission.  My 
Department is engaging in that process.

The recruitment and appointment of Special Needs Assistants is a matter for each individual 
school authority. In addition, the actual requirements for a post will vary depending on the spe-
cific needs of the children and the school to which the SNA is to be appointed. My Department 
does not believe that the existing minimum qualifications has impacted on the calibre of person 
appointed and it is also the case that people with experience and/or higher qualifications than 
the minimum are often the successful candidate in competitions held by schools.

However, having considered the claim and, in particular, the period of time since they were 
set, my Department is open to reviewing the position. My Department has also agreed to a 
review of the SNA contract which was agreed as part of the Building Momentum national pay 
agreement.   My Department is of the view that the forthcoming review of the SNA contract 
should be carried out and implemented first. 

I am satisfied that the approach outlined fully recognises the important place of SNAs in our 
schools.  The forthcoming review of the SNA contract along with the new training programme 
for SNAs that is now in place will help to enhance the experience of children with special needs 
in our schools.

24/02/2022WRU01000Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRU01100298. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education the number of engagements, 
including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings she or officials from her 
Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10573/22]

24/02/2022WRU01200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The NWCI have not requested a meeting 
or briefing through my office . As far as I know none of my officials have met with the group 
directly. 

24/02/2022WRU01300Schools Building Projects

24/02/2022WRU01400299. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress that has 
been made to date in the provision of a new primary school (details supplied); when the school 
will commence enrolment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10590/22]

24/02/2022WRU01500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that 
the school to which he refers is one of 18 schools recently added to the programme of school 
building projects that have been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance 
Agency (NDFA) under its Devolved Schools Building Programme 2. The project for the school 
in question provides for the construction of a 32-classroom new school building on a new site 
including a 4-classroom special education needs base. 

The school is currently accommodated in an existing school building and the project that 
has recently been approved provides for the increase of enrolments for the school as outlined.  
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The NDFA will commence the process of appointing a project management and design team 
shortly for the project which is being progressed with projects for five other schools as one 
bundle entitled Project Lee.

24/02/2022WRU01600School Staff

24/02/2022WRU01700300. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education the detailed reasons that a 
school (details supplied) recently had an application for a new SNA post refused by the Na-
tional Council for Special Education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10598/22]

24/02/2022WRU01800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 

- Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

- No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

- SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in the 
normal way.

- Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased support 
for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and develop-
ing schools will be orioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other applications 
will be processed in order of date received.

- As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
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apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website, ncse.ie/for-schools

The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020 are available on the Gov.ie website. www.gov.ie/en/circular
s/?organisation=department-of-education

My Department does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accord-
ingly your correspondence has been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRU01900Teacher Training

24/02/2022WRU02000301. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if she will provide clarifi-
cation on a matter (details supplied) on the extension of an allowance; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10603/22]

24/02/2022WRU02100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): At the outset, I want to acknowledge the 
key role played by student teachers in supporting our schools throughout the Covid-19 pan-
demic, particularly in providing substitution cover. This support was vitally important to ensure 
that our schools remained open for pupils. 

In this regard, the Deputy will be aware that a framework for adapted School Placement ar-
rangements was developed by the Department of Education and the Teaching Council, together 
with the relevant Initial Teacher Education (ITE) providers, in order to ensure that student 
teachers at primary level could continue to support schools during periods of planned school 
placement from the beginning of January up to the February mid-term break. During this pe-
riod, student teachers continued to be located in their host school for school placement, but 
were also available to support other schools where required. 

The Education Stakeholders, including the Department of Education, HEIs providing initial 
teacher education (ITE) and the Teaching Council, have continued to work together to maintain 
the integrity of the students’ ITE experiences and support students in satisfactorily completing 
their ITE programmes.

The adapted School Placement arrangements were an exceptional measure introduced as 
part of a suite of measures to support schools to minimise the risk associated with COVID-19 
and in light of the prevalence of the Omicron variant, with the understanding that these would 
be unwound as soon as possible. The Department understands that student teachers will now 
return to experiencing the more typical School Placement arrangements, and associated assess-
ments, which are a critical part of their ITE programmes. 

While the adapted School Placement arrangements are no longer in place, student teachers 
will, if they wish, still be able to support schools by providing substitution cover when they 
have availability outside of their ITE programme requirements.
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24/02/2022WRU02200School Staff

24/02/2022WRU02300302. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Education if she will examine the situa-
tion in which female clerical officers in secondary schools who are part of the pension scheme 
are not entitled to entry to the spouse and children’s part of same (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10605/22]

24/02/2022WRU02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Comprehensive and Community 
Schools Widows’ and Children’s Contributory Pension scheme 1981 commenced with effect 
from 1st April 1982. At that time membership was limited to male members of the Contributory 
Pension scheme for full-time non-teaching employees serving on the staff of Community and 
Comprehensive schools.

While the terms of this scheme have not been updated to provide for the admission of female 
members they are permitted access to the scheme on the same basis as their male colleagues.

Queries in relation to access to the scheme can be forwarded to my Department by email at 
sdfinfo@education.gov.ie.

24/02/2022WRU02500Special Educational Needs

24/02/2022WRU02600303. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Education the way in which a child 
(details supplied) can get an appropriate school place; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10606/22]

24/02/2022WRU02700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education is a priority for this 
Government.

This year, my Department will spend in excess of €2 Billion, or over 25% of the Depart-
ment’s budget on providing a wide range of schemes and supports for children with special 
educational needs. This includes additional teaching and care supports.   

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children with additional needs nationwide. The NCSE, 
through the local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO), is available to support both 
families and schools regarding a suitable placement.

I can assure the Deputy that my Department is working in close collaboration with the NCSE 
to ensure that the necessary provision is put in place on a timely basis throughout the country.  

As the query refers to an individual placement case, I will arrange to have it referred to the 
NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

24/02/2022WRU02800Teaching Qualifications

24/02/2022WRU02900304. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education if there are funding streams 
available for professional development courses for teaching staff to support them and enable 
them to upskill. [10610/22]

24/02/2022WRU03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has a wide range of sup-
port structures in place across the primary and post primary sectors to enable teachers to meet 
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the ever-evolving needs of the education sector and to support improvements in the quality of 
teaching and learning generally through the national teacher education support services and by 
local education centres. 

The national teacher education support services are the Professional Development Service 
for Teachers (PDST), Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT), National Induction Programme for 
Teachers (NIPT) and the Centre for School Leadership (CSL). These support services and the 
national network of Education Support Centres provide a range of continuing professional de-
velopment supports for schools and teachers. 

My Department also funds the Teacher Fee Refund Scheme. This scheme is administered 
by Marino Institute of Education (MIE) on behalf of the Department and provides funding to 
serving teachers towards the cost of course participation and examination fees on successful 
completion of professional development courses that are directly relevant and of benefit to 
schools and that are subject to certification/award by an appropriate accreditation authority 
recognised by the Department. 

Applications for funding under the Scheme are made retrospectively for a course under-
taken during the previous academic year. 

Following a review of the Teacher Fee Refund Scheme, in 2021 the Department announced 
that funding would be prioritised under the scheme for the following areas:

  a. Upskilling for post primary teachers leading to registration with the Teaching Council 
in an additional subject, to support teacher supply at post-primary level

  b. Inclusion and tackling disadvantage

  c. Promoting well-being

  d. Digital technologies in teaching, learning and assessment

  e. Improving students’ literacy and numeracy 

  f. Curricular initiatives including pre-identified areas of systemic need endorsed by school 
management (identified in the annual circular relating to the period in which course/year of 
course is completed).

  Recently published Circulars 0001/2022 and 0015/2021 relate to this Scheme.

24/02/2022WRU03100Schools Building Projects

24/02/2022WRU03200305. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education the progress of a new build-
ing for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10613/22]

24/02/2022WRU03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Deputy refers 
is currently out to tender and tenders are due back this week.  The Design Team will prepare 
a Tender Report which will identify a recommended bidder.  Subject to no issues arising, it is 
anticipated works could commence on site in Quarter 3 of 2022.

24/02/2022WRU03400School Facilities

24/02/2022WRU03500306. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Education if her attention has 
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been drawn to the fact that private public partnership schools were not included for funding to 
assist with ventilation works which was issued through schools through a minor works grant 
recently; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10622/22]

24/02/2022WRU03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The delivery of PPP schools includes 
provision for facilities management services such as building maintenance. These are designed 
to maintain quality of service delivery over the service period, in most cases 25 years. 

To fund these services the Department issues monthly unitary payments, as a result PPP 
schools are not eligible to apply for Emergency Works, Summer Works or the receipt of a Minor 
Works Grant. 

Due to exceptional circumstances in 2020 PPP schools were granted a once off minor works 
grant. Circa €2.4 million issued to PPP schools to assist in their work on the full implementation 
of COVID-19 Response Plan. These works may have included, but were not limited to, recon-
figuration of classroom space, re-purposing rooms to provide additional space, adapting storage 
facilities, purchasing furniture, altering desk layouts, adapting toilet areas, short term rental of 
additional space and so on. All of which would lie outside the prevailing building management 
service for PPP schools.

In December 2021 an enhanced minor works grant issued to eligible schools to enable them 
to address small-scale ventilation improvements. With regard to PPP school, items such as win-
dows and vents fall under the prevailing building management service. As a result PPP schools 
did not automatically qualify for the enhanced minor works grant. However, it is accepted that 
some PPP schools may require works to improve ventilation outside the remit of the prevailing 
building management service and will therefore be considered for financial assistance on a case 
by case basis.

24/02/2022WRU03700School Curriculum

24/02/2022WRU03800307. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Education her views on whether 
the transition year of secondary should be more class-based (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10623/22]

24/02/2022WRU03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Transition Year (TY) offers students a 
broad educational experience with a view to the attainment of increased maturity, before pro-
ceeding to further study and/or vocational preparation. It provides a bridge to help pupils make 
the transition from a highly-structured environment to one where they will take greater respon-
sibility for their own learning and decision making. TY students participate in learning strate-
gies which are active and experiential and which help them to develop a range of transferable 
critical thinking and creative problem-solving skills. Transition Year also provides an opportu-
nity for students to reflect on and develop an awareness of the value of education and training 
in preparing them for the ever-changing demands of the adult world of work and relationships. 

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) provide guidance on TY 
via a handbook that is available on their Website:  ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/programmes-and-
key-skills/transition-year/  However, the structure of TY programmes, including the balance 
between classroom and non-classroom based units, is a matter for individual schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, between 2016 and 2020 the NCCA undertook an extensive 
review of senior cycle programmes and vocational pathways. The NCCA’s Advisory Report on 
the Senior Cycle has been submitted to my Department for consideration.
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The Advisory Report, which includes consideration of the TY Programme, maps out, in 
broad terms, an ambitious programme of work, which would enable the development and con-
struction of the components that would make up a Framework for Senior Cycle and will involve 
further ongoing stakeholder engagement and consultation. Research published during the re-
view by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) revealed that students, teachers and 
parents all viewed the TY programme as a positive feature of senior cycle, with the year per-
ceived as enhancing maturity and personal development among students, providing them with 
a variety of learning experiences and allowing them to reflect on their pathways for the future. 

I am currently focusing on what the implementation of the NCCA Report would involve and 
what we can do to best ensure the further evolution of Senior Cycle.  My officials and I have 
been considering the Report carefully, with a view to delivering a Senior Cycle programme that 
meets the needs of the students of today and the future, and the Report will be published once 
those considerations are complete. 

24/02/2022WRU04000Oideachas Gaeltachta

24/02/2022WRU04100308. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Oideachais céard iad na hacmhainní 
airgid breise atá á gcur ar fáil in 2022 leis an mbeartas nua don Oideachas lán-Ghaeilge las-
muigh den Ghaeltacht a fhorbairt; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10641/22]

24/02/2022WRU04200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Tá polasaí nua don oideachas lán-
Ghaeilge lasmuigh de cheantair Ghaeltachta á fhorbairt ag mo Roinn faoi láthair. Is í aidhm an 
pholasaí nua seo ná creat a chur ar fáil chun oideachas lán-Ghaeilge ar ardchaighdeán a sho-
láthar lasmuigh de cheantair Ghaeltachta. Tá forbairt an pholasaí nua mar ghníomh tosaíochta 
chun cuspóirí na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus Chlár an Rialtais a bhaint amach chun 
soláthar oideachais don Ghaeilge a neartú.

Bunaíodh grúpa oibre ionrannach laistigh de mo Roinn in 2021 chun an obair thábhachtach 
seo a chur chun cinn. Beidh an grúpa oibre seo ag díriú ar phróiseas comhairliúcháin a fhorbairt 
chun rannpháirtíocht fhorleathan na bpáirtithe leasmhara a spreagadh chun bonn eolais a chur 
faoin bpróiseas forbartha polasaí. Tá sé i gceist freisin go ndéanfar athbhreithniú ar litríocht 
náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta trí phróiseas tairisceana.

Tá Grúpa Stiúrtha á bhunú freisin chun maoirseacht, treoir agus tacaíocht a chur ar fáil don 
phróiseas forbartha polasaí. 

24/02/2022WRU04300Oideachas Gaeltachta

24/02/2022WRU04400309. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais cé mhéad airgid a cait-
headh go sonrach ar chur i bhfeidhm an bheartais Oideachais Gaeltachta anuraidh; cé mhéad atá 
curtha ar fáil chuige seo i mbliana; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10642/22]

24/02/2022WRU04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Is iad seo a leanas na buiséid bhliantúla 
do chur i bhfeidhm an Pholasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta, ó seoladh é in 2017:

Tá meastachán iomlán de €6.7m curtha ar fáil ag mo Roinne don bhliain reatha do chur i 
bhfeidhm an Pholasaí in 2022.

Bliain Buiséad 
2017 €1m 
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Bliain Buiséad 
2018 €2.3m 
2019 €4.8m 
2020 €5.8m 
2021 €6.4m 
Annual budgets for the implementation of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education, since its 

launch in 2017 have been as follows.

Year Budget 
2017 €1m 
2018 €2.3m 
2019 €4.8m 
2020 €5.8m 
2021 €6.4m 
My Department’s estimates for the current year provide €6.7 million for the imple-

mentation of the Policy in 2022.

24/02/2022WRV00200Special Educational Needs

24/02/2022WRV00300310. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if her Department is seeking 
to close early intervention classes; if so, the details of the research and policy for these closures; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10699/22]

24/02/2022WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education is a priority for this 
Government. 

This year, my Department will spend in excess of €2 Billion, or over 25% of the Depart-
ment’s budget on providing additional teaching and care supports for children with special 
educational needs. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children with special educational needs nationwide.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. 

Parents seeking special class placements for their children are advised to contact NCSE lo-
cally so that their needs can be taken into account for planning purposes.

It is important also to point out that the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) pro-
gramme provides up to two years of pre-school within the eligible age range, without charge.  
The Access and Inclusion Model (AIM), introduced in 2016, enables the full inclusion and 
meaningful participation of children with disabilities/additional needs in the ECCE Programme.  
The goal of AIM is to create a more inclusive environment in pre-schools, so all children, re-
gardless of ability, can benefit from quality early learning and care. A diagnosis of autism (or 
other disabilities/additional needs) is not required to access AIM supports. However, pre-school 
children with a diagnosis are generally supported in mainstream pre-schools with additional 
supports provided through AIM where required. 
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NCSE sanctions the establishment of special classes, including ASD Early Intervention (EI) 
classes where there is an identified need. I understand that, on occasion, EI classes are re-desig-
nated as school-age special classes to reflect the changing age-profile of students, the changing 
needs in an area and in order to ensure a continuation of support for students in the EI class who 
require a special class placement.

As referenced above, ASD EI classes are generally re-designated, not closed. The number 
of active ASD EI classes in each of the school years from 2015/2016 to date is detailed in the 
table below.

School Year Early   Intervention
2015/16 118
2016/17 127
2017/18 130
2018/19 129
2019/20 132
2020/21 135 
2021/22 132 
Both my Department and the NCSE are always grateful to schools who express a willing-

ness to open a special class to meet the educational needs of students in their local communities. 

The local SENOs remain available to assist and advise parents of children with special edu-
cational needs.

Information on the location of EI classes is available on the NCSE website. 

24/02/2022WRV00500Irish Sign Language

24/02/2022WRV00600311. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education when an Irish sign language 
teacher will be available in a school for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10826/22]

24/02/2022WRV00700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Department does not comment on individual cases.

The education of children with special educational needs is a key priority for this Govern-
ment.

The State currently spends in excess of 25% of its annual education and training budget 
(€9.2 Billion) on making additional provision for children with special educational needs.

This funding provides for a range of teaching and other supports for students with special 
needs including Hearing Impairment.  

The Department, either directly or through the National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE), provides for a range of supports in schools to enable them to educate children with 
Hearing Impairment including additional teaching support, specialist equipment and access to 
Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, depending on the child’s level of assessed needs.  

The Department of Education’s policy is that children with special educational needs should 
attend a mainstream class where possible and with additional supports where required. 
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The Department provides for a range of placement options for students who are Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing, where s/he will have access to an education appropriate to their level of need. 

Many Deaf or Hard of Hearing students attend mainstream classes at primary and post-
primary level whilst other children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and have more complex 
needs may attend special classes, which have lower student teacher ratios. 

Special class students have opportunities, where appropriate, to integrate and interact with 
mainstream peers.  

In line with advice from supporting professionals, other children who are Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing may avail of a placement in one of the two schools for the Deaf.  These schools have 
reduced class sizes and provide specialist supports in line with the children’s needs.  

There are extensive education supports in place to support children who are Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing.  These include:

- the provision of funding to provide ISL tuition for children and their families

- additional teaching and care supports in school in line with need

-  assistive technology to enable students access and engage the school curriculum

- supports provided by the National Council for Special Education which include the Visit-
ing Teachers for students who are Deaf / Hard of Hearing (VTDHH) who work with students 
and their families and their schools

- professional development for teachers

The NCSE can also give approval to a school to appoint a communication worker who is 
required to have an appropriate level of proficiency in ISL.  This person will support students 
whose main language is ISL to assess the curriculum and participate in school life. 

The Irish Sign Language Act 2017 imposes obligations on state bodies in relation to the 
provision of supports and services for people whose primary language is ISL.

In particular, the Act imposes a number of obligations on the Minister for Education in rela-
tion to the provision of ISL supports for students and their families.  

Work is underway in the Department on these supports and the statutory schemes required 
under the Act  . 

It is expected that the proposals which are currently at an advanced stage of development 
will enhance current provision for children whose primary means of communication is through 
ISL. 

An announcement will be made on the matter shortly.

24/02/2022WRV00800Enterprise Support Services

24/02/2022WRV00900312. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person who is in re-
ceipt of the back to work enterprise allowance scheme payment can have the payment extended 
beyond the initial two-year period; the number of persons who applied for the payment from 1 
January 2019 to date in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10533/22]
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24/02/2022WRV01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Back to Work Enter-
prise Allowance (BTWEA) scheme offers support for people who are long-term unemployed 
and who are interested in self-employment as a route to entering the labour market.  The scheme 
plays a vital role in supporting the development of new enterprises for the long-term unem-
ployed and is payable for up to a 24-month period from the commencement of their new busi-
ness.

The Short Term Enterprise Allowance (STEA) scheme is designed to provide support for 
someone who loses their job and qualifies for Jobseeker’s Benefit and starts up a new business. 
The STEA is payable for the duration of the participants Jobseekers Benefit claim.

All participants of the BTWEA can receive their full period of entitlement of 24 months and, 
therefore, should not lose out on the support.  This includes anyone who contacted the Depart-
ment to suspend their allowance while their business closed during Covid related restrictions.  
Where someone suspended their BTWEA, they can avail of the remainder of their 24 months 
on reopening their business.  There are no plans to provide for an extension of this period.

Where a person’s entitlement to BTWEA exhausts and they are continuing to operate at 
reduced levels of business activity there may be alternative income supports available depend-
ing on the individual’s circumstances, including support under the means tested Jobseeker’s 
Allowance scheme. 

If the Deputy is referring to a specific individual, I would advise the person to contact their 
local Intreo Centre for advice.

The following is the number of persons in receipt of the Back to Work Enterprise Allow-
ance and Short Term Enterprise Allowance as of 31 December in each of the years 2019 to 2022 
YTD inclusive.

Year 31 Dec No. of BTWEA par-
ticipants

 No. of STEA par-
ticipants

 Total Participants

 2019  4,115  296  4,411
 2020  2,738  116  2,854
 2021  2,307  298  2,605
 2022  2,268  320  2,588
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRV01100Paternity Leave

24/02/2022WRV01200313. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of appli-
cants for paternity leave to date; the number approved; the number declined; the reasons for 
being declined by reason, type and category; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10518/22]

24/02/2022WRV01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A total of 143,437 ap-
plications have been received for Paternity Benefit to date up to end of January 2022, of which 
138,020 have been approved, 1,671 have been withdrawn and 3,746 have been rejected or 
declined. 

The general reasons for disallowance are as follows (noting that statistics for disallowance 
reason are not available): 
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- Late claim: Failure to apply for Paternity Benefit within six months of commencement of 
the leave may result in loss of benefit.

- Leave commencing outside 26 weeks:  Paternity Leave must commence within 26 weeks 
of the child’s date of birth.

- Not in insurable employment: An employee must be in employment which is covered by 
the Paternity Leave and Benefit Act 2016 immediately before the first day of paternity leave.

- Insufficient  contributions:  An applicant must have sufficient contributions to qualify, 
details below:

 - at least 39 weeks PRSI paid in the 12 months before the first day of the paternity leave

 or
  - at least 39 weeks PRSI paid since first starting work and at least 39 weeks PRSI paid 

or credited in the Relevant Tax Year or in the year following the Relevant Tax Year

  or
  - at least 26 weeks PRSI paid in the Relevant Tax Year and at least 26 weeks PRSI 

paid in the Tax Year prior to the Relevant Tax Year

  A self-employed claimant must:

- be self-employed in accordance with the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act, 2005, as 
amended

and 

- have 52 qualifying PRSI contributions paid in the Relevant Tax Year

or

- have 52 qualifying contributions paid in the Tax Year prior to the Relevant Tax Year

or 

- have 52 qualifying contributions paid in the Tax Year following to the Relevant Tax Year.

24/02/2022WRV01400Social Welfare Benefits

24/02/2022WRV01500314. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the average number 
of claims in payment under the carer’s benefit scheme; the average length of a claim; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10530/22]

24/02/2022WRV01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There were on average 
3,550 Carer’s Benefit claims in payment between February 2021 and January 2022, with an 
average claim duration of 398 days. 

I trust this clarifies the position.

24/02/2022WRV01700Widow’s Pension
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24/02/2022WRV01800315. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
situation in which a co-habitating couple who are not married or in a civil partnership are not 
entitled to claim the widow’s pension on the death of one of the couple; her views on whether 
there is an anomaly to qualify for the (non-contributory) widow’s pension given that the assets 
of the cohabitating couple are considered as means; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10555/22]

24/02/2022WRV01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The qualifying criteria 
for the widow’s pension depend on whether a person is claiming the Widow(er)’s or Surviving 
Civil Partner’s Contributory or Non-Contributory Pension.  Each pension is payable to a widow 
or widower or a surviving civil partner, whose spouse or civil partner has passed away.

To qualify for the Widow(er)’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension, one must:

- be a widow, widower or surviving civil partner;

- not cohabit with another person; and

- satisfy certain social insurance conditions.

For the Widow(er)’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Non-Contributory Pension, one must:

- be a widow, widower or surviving civil partner

- not be cohabiting with another person

- pass a means test

- be habitually resident in the State

It should be noted that a Widow/er or Surviving Civil Partner with dependent children may 
qualify for One-Parent Family Payment.

Either form of the widow’s pension is not payable to surviving cohabiting partners who 
have not entered into marriage or a civil partnership with the person they were cohabiting with.  
Entering into a marriage or civil partnership is a legal act, which confers both rights and obliga-
tions on both parties that do not exist in law between cohabiting couples.  

The legal context governing relationships such as marriage is regulated by the Minister for 
Justice.  Aside from the wider legal issues regarding the status of marriage and civil partner-
ships, which is a much broader policy area than its implications for the income support schemes 
of  my Department, extending the current provisions to people who have not undertaken equiva-
lent legal obligations would carry significant costs and also raise significant issues about criteria 
if it were to be based upon cohabitation. 

Therefore, any decision to extend the qualifying criteria for the widow(er)’s or surviving 
civil partner’s pension, be it contributory or non-contributory, would have to be considered in 
the context of overall budgetary negotiations, as well as any legal issues that may arise. 

Officials in my Department are in the process of carrying out a review into the treatment of 
cohabiting couples in the Social Welfare system.  Once complete, the report of this review will 
be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and also be provided to the Special Committee on 
Gender Equality.

Under the Supplementary Allowance Scheme, the Department of Social Protection may 
make a single Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure 
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which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet from his/her weekly income, which 
may include assistance with bereavement expenses. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRV02000State Pensions

24/02/2022WRV02100316. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if an applicant for State 
pension (contributory) who has been unsuccessful in their application due to the failure to reach 
the minimum requirement of 520 full paid contributions can now reclaim the portion of em-
ployee contributions paid in; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10556/22]

24/02/2022WRV02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Generally, Pay Related 
Social Insurance (PRSI) refunds can be applied for where the wrong PRSI rate has been paid 
from someone’s income.  Full details of where a refund may be applicable are set out on the 
Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/service/5706e5-prsi-refunds/.   

However, where a person enters the social insurance system after they reach the age of 56 
they will not be able to make sufficient social insurance contributions to be awarded a State 
Pensions (Contributory) on reaching 66 years because the State Pensions (Contributory) has 
a minimum contribution requirement of 520 contributions (i.e. 10 years).  Where this arises, 
a level of PRSI refund may be applicable.  For such employees, the quickest way to apply is 
online at MyWelfare.

If there is a particular case that the Deputy has a concern about, then my officials would be 
happy to examine it.  

I hope this clarifies the matter.   

24/02/2022WRV02300Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRV02400317. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of engage-
ments, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings she or officials 
from her Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 
2019 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10584/22]

24/02/2022WRV02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Both I and officials from 
my Department engage regularly with stakeholders, including the National Women’s Council 
of Ireland to provide them with an opportunity to raise core issues and discuss areas of concern.

In 2019, the NWCI were invited to the pre-Budget 2020 Forum, which took place on 5th 
July.

In 2020, 3 online engagements took place with me and/or my officials in relation to Budget 
2021 and discussions on pensions.

In 2021, 4 online engagements took place with me and/or my officials in relation to consul-
tations on matters relating to Lone Parents, the review of Child Maintenance, the launch of the 
NWCI strategic plan and Budget 2022.

24/02/2022WRV02600Departmental Correspondence
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24/02/2022WRV02700318. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address 
and respond to concerns raised in correspondence by an organisation (detail supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10589/22]

24/02/2022WRV02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I value the considered in-
put of stakeholders such as the Irish Senior Citizens Parliament each year as part of the annual 
budgetary process, and I will as always take these views on board.

The social welfare package in Budget 2022 was the highest in 14 years and meant that some 
1.4 million people, including over 700,000 pensioners, received a €5 increase in weekly pay-
ments, and more if they have dependents. In addition to improvements in core social welfare 
rates, there were a number of targeted measures designed to support those most vulnerable to 
poverty, including increases to the Fuel Allowance and Living Alone Allowance. As energy 
prices were increasing, I ensured that the increase to the Fuel Allowance rate was implemented 
from Budget week. I also broadened eligibility for the scheme.

As a result of these targeted measures, many of the most vulnerable pensioners have seen 
larger increases in 2022. For example, a pensioner in receipt of fuel allowance, living alone, 
will see an increase of €13 per week during the fuel season due to measures introduced in Bud-
get 2022.

The criteria for fuel allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available to 
the Department, in as targeted a manner as possible.  People who are in receipt of a qualifying 
contributory payment are required to satisfy a means test, while recipients of non-contributory 
payments are accepted as satisfying the means test.

The amount of means allowed to qualify for fuel allowance is the equivalent of the current 
maximum rate of State Pension (Contributory) (SPC) including any increases, plus €120. This 
means for example, that a person in receipt of SPC, with a qualifying spouse, may have a total 
weekly income of just over €600 and still qualify for fuel allowance.

I am acutely aware of the increase in consumer prices in recent months, especially the 
increase in fuel and other energy prices. To help mitigate the effects of these rising costs, the 
Government has announced additional expenditure measures costing in excess of a half a bil-
lion Euro, which will have a positive impact on the incomes of all households in our country.

The measures include an additional lump sum payment of €125, which will be paid to all 
households in receipt of the Fuel Allowance payment. It is expected that this additional lump 
sum will be paid in early March at an estimated cost of €49 million.

As such, this lump sum payment is intended to target the most vulnerable pensioners, as 
well as other social welfare recipients, to ensure that they are protected against rising fuel costs.

This payment, in addition to the Budget increase to the Fuel Allowance, will mean low-
income households see an increase of 41% this Fuel Allowance season compared to the last 
season.

While not all pensioners will benefit from this lump sum payment, every household in the 
State will receive an Energy Credit of €200, which will to be applied to electricity bills.

The Government will continue to monitor this situation carefully. 

24/02/2022WRV02900Social Welfare Benefits
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24/02/2022WRV03000319. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress that 
has been made to date in the determination of an application for illness benefit in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10599/22]

24/02/2022WRV03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In order to qualify for 
Illness Benefit, a person must have 39 PRSI contributions paid or credited in the second last 
complete tax year from which the claim is made, or they must have 26 reckonable PRSI con-
tributions paid in both the second last complete tax year and the year prior to that. They must 
also have at least 13 PRSI contributions paid in one of the past 5 years from which the claim 
was made. 

As advised in Parliamentary Questions 402 and 460 which were on 16 November 2021 and 
8 February 2022 respectively, the person concerned does not meet the PRSI conditions neces-
sary for payment of Illness Benefit and a letter issued to her explaining the situation. 

My Department currently has no record of an application for Disability Allowance from the 
person concerned. If she expects to be incapable of work for at least one year, she should make 
an application so that her entitlement can be determined.

  I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

24/02/2022WRV03200Social Welfare Appeals

24/02/2022WRV03300320. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a disability allowance appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10632/22]

24/02/2022WRV03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am advised by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision. 
The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRV03500Social Welfare Appeals

24/02/2022WRV03600321. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if a farm assist 
payment now under appeal in the name of a person (details supplied) will be expedited and ap-
proved. [10637/22]

24/02/2022WRV03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department has no 
record of an appeal in this case.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRV03800Public Sector Pensions
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24/02/2022WRV03900322. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is a require-
ment for the superannuation section in local authorities to send a request to the scope section 
in regard to pension entitlements of an employee if they were employed before April 1995 and 
paying a class D stamp given that one of the conditions of this staff member when they sign 
their contract to become a permanent member of staff is that they have no entitlement to a State 
pension (transition) or to a State pension (contributory). [10645/22]

24/02/2022WRV04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare (Con-
solidation) Act 2005 and accompanying regulations set out the provisions that apply to the pay-
ment of PRSI. The detailed provisions relating to the insurability of public service employees, 
including local or other public authority workers, is provided for in the Statutory Instrument 
No. 312 of 1996, Social Welfare (Consolidated Contributions and Insurability) Regulations 
1996 (the 1996 regulations). 

My Department provides advice on the statutory provisions to any party who requests it. 
The role of the Scope Section is to provide advice on the class of PRSI appropriate for any par-
ticular worker. Where necessary, the Scope Section will make formal decisions in this regard.

An employer is not obliged to seek a decision from my Department in relation to their ap-
plication of social welfare legislation on the PRSI treatment of their employees. However, the 
Scope Section can provide advice or a decision regarding any worker if required.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

24/02/2022WRV04100State Pensions

24/02/2022WRV04200323. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Social Protection if a full review 
will be carried out on the file of a person (details supplied) with a view to awarding them the 
State pension (contributory). [10658/22]

24/02/2022WRV04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
reached pension age on 23 January 2021 and applied for State pension (contributory) on 21 
October 2021.

Under current eligibility conditions, an individual must have 520 full-rate paid contribu-
tions in order to qualify for standard State pension (contributory).  520 full-rate contributions 
equate to 10 years of full-rate insurable employment.  Factors such as an individual’s social 
insurance record, their attachment to the workforce, and their countries of employment affect 
the rate of pension entitlement.  

According to the records of my Department, when their claim was initially examined the 
person concerned had a total of 459 paid full-rate social insurance contributions.  Since their 
contributions fell short of the requisite 520 paid full-rate contributions, they did not qualify 
for State pension (contributory). They were notified in writing of this decision on 4 November 
2021, provided with a copy of their social insurance record on which the decision was based, 
and afforded the right of review and/or appeal.

Details of additional contributions were provided and the person’s contribution history re-
cord was updated.  They now have a contribution record of 603 paid full-rate contributions and 
41 credited contributions.  The person was awarded State Pension (contributory) at 40% of the 
maximum rate, with effect from 21 April 2021, backdated from date of receipt of application, 
in line with social welfare legislation. They were informed of this decision in writing on 21 
February 2022.
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The award of HomeCaring periods has been referred for consideration to my Department’s 
HomeCaring Section.  Upon receipt of a decision, a further review of State pension (contribu-
tory) will be carried out and the person will be notified of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRV04400Social Welfare Benefits

24/02/2022WRV04500324. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if the case of a person 
(details supplied) will be reviewed; when their carer’s payment will be revised upwards to the 
full rate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10663/22]

24/02/2022WRV04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA) 
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the 
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a 
disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

If a person is in receipt of another social welfare payment in their own right (other than 
unemployment payments or supplementary welfare allowance) or being claimed as a qualified 
adult on their spouse/partner’s payment, a half-rate carer’s allowance can be paid too as long as 
all the normal conditions for receipt of CA are satisfied.

The person concerned is in receipt of Illness Benefit since 21 February 2020.  As a result, 
CA is being paid to her at half-rate.

The person concerned contacted the department on 24 March 2020 requesting that her pay-
ment be re-rated to full rate.  As the person was in receipt of Illness Benefit at the time she was 
not entitled to full-rate CA.  Therefore, her payment was not re-rated to full-rate.

If the circumstances of the person concerned changes and she is no longer in receipt of Ill-
ness Benefit, she can contact Carer’s Allowance who will review her claim and re-rate her CA 
payment to full-rate. The Department will contact the person concerned directly to clarify the 
conditions for receipt of full-rate CA.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRW00200Social Welfare Benefits

24/02/2022WRW00300325. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine a 
matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10668/22]

24/02/2022WRW00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Child Benefit is a monthly 
payment to the parents or guardians of children under 16 years of age.  Child Benefit can also 
be claimed for children aged 16 and 17, if they are in full-time education or full-time training 
or have a disability and cannot support themselves. 

An application for Child Benefit was received from the person concerned on 28th October 
2021 and has been awarded with effect from 1st November 2021, the month following receipt 
of the claim. 

Social Welfare legislation provides that Child Benefit claims should be submitted within 
12 months of eligibility commencing. In the circumstances of this application, eligibility com-
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menced from August 2017 when the family entered the state.

Legislation further provides that Child Benefit payment may be backdated where the ap-
plicant can show that there was good cause for the failure to claim earlier.  Lack of knowledge 
of the Child Benefit scheme or the eligibility criteria pertaining  to the payment is not in itself 
considered good cause for the delay in making a claim. 

In the case of the person concerned, they advised that they were not initially aware of the 
benefit and that the pandemic made it difficult to gather the required documentation.  They ad-
vised that they became aware of the benefit just prior to the pandemic. 

Department records show that the person concerned was aware of the Child Benefit scheme 
at time of application for their PPS number on 31/10/2017. The deciding officer found that the 
person concerned had not shown that there was good cause for the delay in making their claim, 
as the person concerned did not apply for Child Benefit within the prescribed time. The claim 
has been awarded from the 1st day of the month following that in which the claim was made in 
accordance with the relevant legislation.

The person concerned was notified of this decision and advised of their right of appeal.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

24/02/2022WRW00500Social Welfare Payments

24/02/2022WRW00600326. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of appli-
cations made to the exceptional needs payment; and the number awarded in each of the years 
2018 to 2021. [10700/22]

24/02/2022WRW00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under the Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme, my Department can make a single Exceptional Needs Pay-
ment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could not reasonably 
be expected to meet out of their weekly income. An urgent needs payment (UNP) may be made 
to persons who may not normally qualify for supplementary welfare allowance but who have 
an urgent need which they cannot meet from their own resources or where an alternative is not 
available at that time. Government has provided €45.75 million for the exceptional and urgent 
needs schemes in 2022.

The scheme is demand led and payments are made at the discretion of the officers admin-
istering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant 
circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need of as-
sistance. 

The number of ENP and UNPs issued in the years 2018-2021 is set out in the table below.

Year Number of Payments
2018 112,500
2019 92,200
2020 67,600
2021 55,500
My Department is currently compiling more extensive statistics in relation the number of 

applications made to the ENP/UNP schemes, and will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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The reduction in demand for exceptional needs payments in 2020 and 2021 most likely re-
flects the extensive support provided by the Government during the pandemic, including €9.1bn 
in PUP payments and €236m in Enhanced Illness Benefit payments.  Analysis conducted by the 
ESRI in 2021 has shown that the pandemic supports provided by the Government were effec-
tive in mitigating the poverty impacts for those with low incomes. The reduction in demand for 
ENPs is consistent with the ESRI analysis.

I would encourage any person who considers they may have an entitlement to an excep-
tional or urgent needs payment to contact their local Intreo Centre. There is a national Income 
Support Helpline in place - 0818-800024 - which will direct callers to the appropriate office.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/02/2022WRW00800Social Welfare Payments

24/02/2022WRW00900327. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of letters 
issued from her Department to one-parent family payment claimants requesting proof of efforts 
from the liable relatives to seek maintenance in each of the years 2018 to 2021. [10702/22]

24/02/2022WRW01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department does not 
specifically contact One Parent Family claimants to request proof of efforts to seek maintenance 
from liable relatives. 

As part of the application process, the Department does seek details of the liable relative and 
asks if the customer is pursuing any efforts to secure maintenance.  The customer’s responses 
to these questions are generally accepted.

I trust this clarifies the position.

24/02/2022WRW01100Social Welfare Payments

24/02/2022WRW01200328. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of one-
parent family payment claimants who were exempt from efforts to seek maintenance conditions 
due to domestic abuse and risk from a former partner. [10703/22]

24/02/2022WRW01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The issue of family main-
tenance payments is first and foremost a private matter for the people concerned.

Social Welfare legislation provides that some or all of the cost of One-Parent Family (OFP) 
payments are recovered. In every case where OFP is awarded, the Department seeks to trace 
the other parent (liable relative) in order to ascertain whether they are in a financial position to 
contribute towards the cost of the OFP. Liable relatives are advised that they can meet their li-
ability by making payments directly to the Department or to the OFP recipient.

The methods of assessment of the liable relative’s ability to pay are specified in detail in 
regulations S.I. 571 of 2006 and S.I. 142 of 2007, as amended.

In 2021, Liable Relatives Unit were made aware of 418 cases where a Barring Order/risk 
of domestic abuse existed. In these case’s the Liable Relative was not contacted to contribute 
towards the cost of the OFP.

I trust that this clarifies matters for the Deputy.
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24/02/2022WRW01400Rights of People with Disabilities

24/02/2022WRW01500329. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the rights of children with disabilities in Ireland set out under the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10715/22]

24/02/2022WRW01600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The UNCRC is informed by four core principles: non-discrimination; the best 
interests of the child; the right to life, survival and development and respect for the views of the 
child with Article 23 focussing on children with a disability.  Ireland ratified the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1992 and is required to submit regular state reports on 
measures taken to give effect to the Convention.  

Ireland’s combined Fifth and Sixth State Report was formally submitted to the UN Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child on 15 February 2022.  The report outlines what Ireland is doing 
to protect and enhance the rights of children since the previous UNCRC report in 2016.  The 
Report is written in response to a List of Issues Report provided by the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child and includes a section specifically focussed on Article 23 and the rights of 
children with disabilities.  

Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young 
People expired at the end of 2020. My Department is currently in the process of developing a 
successor framework for children and young people, aged 0-24, which will cover the period 
2023-2028. This new framework will focus strongly on realising children’s rights, and particu-
larly on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

You will be aware that the intention to transfer policy, functions and funding responsibility 
for specialist community-based disability services (CBDS) from the Minister for Health to the 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth was announced by the Taoise-
ach on 27 June 2020.  Both my Department and the Department of Health continue to prioritise 
the work involved in completing this transfer and significant progress has been made.   

24/02/2022WRW01700Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRW01800330. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and 
in-person meetings he or officials from his Department have had with the National Women’s 
Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10571/22]

24/02/2022WRW01900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I can confirm to the Deputy that either an official from my Department or I have 
met with the National Women’s Council of Ireland on 28 occasions since the establishment of 
the Department in June 2020.

These meetings took place either by video conference, teleconference or webinar.

24/02/2022WRW02000Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRW02100331. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 



Questions - Written Answers

176

Innovation and Science the number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, 
briefings and in-person meetings he or officials from his Department have had with the National 
Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10578/22]

24/02/2022WRW02200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I and my officials meet periodically with the National Women’s Council of 
Ireland (NWCI). This is solely in relation to specific projects related to ending sexual violence 
and harassment in third level education. Details of every engagement since 2019 is not avail-
able. 

My Department provides some funding to the NWCI to support its work regarding Ending 
Sexual Violence and Harassment in Third Level Education (ESHTE). There is ongoing en-
gagement with the NWCI in respect of this work. The NWCI also sits on a number of working 
groups in this area alongside officials from my Department. 

NWCI’s focus in this work has been on continuing to build and enhance relationships across 
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), Student Unions and specialist support agencies, and oth-
er relevant agencies though the National Advisory Committee (NAC) to support the national 
goals of the Safe Respectful, Supportive and Positive: Ending Sexual Violence and Harassment 
in Higher Education Institutes Framework (SRSP Framework). They also campaign to create 
zero tolerance campuses through the It Stops Now campaign.

The work in which I engage with the NWCI complements the work carried out by my offi-
cials in the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Unit of my Department and the work of the Higher 
Education Authority’s Centre for Excellence for Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.

24/02/2022WRW02300Visa Applications

24/02/2022WRW02400332. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice the status of travel visa applica-
tions (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10543/22]

24/02/2022WRW02500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Following full consideration by a Visa 
Officer, both visa applications referred to by the Deputy were refused. The letters issued to the 
applicants on 28 October 2021 and 1 November 2021 outline the reasons for the refusals. 

There is an appeals process, which is free of charge, to allow applicants to address the fac-
tors which gave rise to that decision. Appeals were lodged in respect of these applications on 9 
December 2021 and 23 December 2021. 

Both visa applications have been re-examined by a Visa Appeals Officer in my Department. 
Taking all the documentation and information submitted with the original application and the 
appeal into consideration, these appeals have not been successful and the original decision to 
refuse the applications has been upheld. The reasons for the refusal of the appeals are outlined 
in the refusal letters of 31 January 2022 and 17 February 2022. 

All visa applicants are advised that the onus is on them to provide as much information in 
support of their application as they feel is necessary. Guidelines in this regard are posted on 
my Department’s website at: www.irishimmigration.ie. Applicants that follow these guidelines 
have an improved prospect of receiving a positive decision at first instance. 

Anyone who has been refused a visa and wishes to make another application at a future 
point, will have their application assessed on its own merits taking all relevant information into 
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consideration at that time. Their prior immigration history is a matter of record but does not 
preclude them from seeking a visa in the future.

It should also be noted that the granting of an employment permit by the Department of En-
terprise, Trade and Employment, has no bearing on whether a visa will subsequently be granted. 
There are two very distinct application procedures with different checks and procedures in 
place in each Department.

24/02/2022WRW02600Public Procurement Contracts

24/02/2022WRW02700333. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice the actions she has taken in rela-
tion to reports that a significant supplier of product to An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison 
Service made a tax settlement with the Revenue Commissioners; if all suppliers of services to 
her Department and to agencies under her remit require an up-to-date tax clearance certificate, 
possess an up-to-date-tax clearance certificate and had an up-to-date-tax clearance certificate at 
all times of their contract; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10546/22]

24/02/2022WRW02800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): It has been confirmed to me that under 
procurement procedures, the taxable status of the successful tenderer is confirmed at contract 
award stage.   I can also confirm that my Department requires the successful tenderer to supply 
its Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number to facilitate online verification of 
their tax status before they can be set up as a supplier on the Department’s financial manage-
ment system.  Once set up, all payments to suppliers providing goods or services to my Depart-
ment or its agencies, processed through the Department’s Financial Shared Services Centre, are 
subject to ongoing electronic tax clearance verification against Revenue’s on-line system.  No 
payments greater than €10,000 are made to suppliers without a valid tax clearance certificate.  
In the event that a supplier reaches the €10,000 annual threshold and has not the requisite tax 
clearance from Revenue, payment is withheld until such verification is electronically updated 
by Revenue.  The issue of tax settlements is directly between the Revenue Commissioners and 
individual suppliers.

24/02/2022WRW02900Naturalisation Applications

24/02/2022WRW03000334. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in de-
termination of application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10559/22]

24/02/2022WRW03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): A certificate of naturalisation issued to 
the person referred to by the Deputy on 21 December 2021. A letter also issued to their legal 
representative on the same day, advising of this. My Department has no record of the certificate 
being returned undelivered.

If they have not received their certificate of naturalisation they should contact the Citizen-
ship Division of my Department immediately by email to: citizenshipinfo@justice.ie or by post 
to: Citizenship Division Immigration Service Delivery, Department of Justice, Rosanna Road, 
Tipperary Town, E34 N566, Ireland.

24/02/2022WRW03200Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRW03300335. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice the number of engagements, in-
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cluding online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings she or officials from her 
Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10581/22]

24/02/2022WRW03400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I met with the National Women’s Council 
of Ireland (NWCI) on 21 July 2020, where I was briefed on the work and priorities of NWCI 
and in particular, on matters in relation to violence against women and girls, and women and 
leadership across the Justice sector. I met with the NWCI again at the National Observatory on 
Violence Against Women and Girls Webinar on 10 December 2021.

Minister Humphreys met with NWCI during the All-island Women’s Forum Webinar on 30 
September 2021 and I am informed that the former Secretary General met with the NWCI on 
the 22 August 2019.

My Department partnered with the NWCI and Safe Ireland in the development of the next 
National Strategy on Sexual, Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (DSGBV).  An Executive 
Committee, consisting of a representative of my Department, NWCI and Safe Ireland, and two 
consultants engaged to assist with the work, has met fortnightly since mid-2021 to date to over-
see the development of the Strategy.  

The NWCI has also participated in a range of meetings convened by my Department to 
monitor implementation of the current DSGBV Strategy and to progress Supporting a Victim’s 
Journey (the O’Malley Implementation plan), for which a number of subgroups have been 
established to address specific tasks. They are also members of the advisory group aligned to 
current DSGBV awareness campaigns and were involved, along with other DSGBV NGOs, in 
the development of the Still Here campaign in partnership with the Department. 

24/02/2022WRW03500Legislative Reviews

24/02/2022WRW03600336. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Justice the status of the review into 
the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016; if her Department 
has considered drug offences in relation to this review; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10616/22]

24/02/2022WRW03700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Gov-
ernment commits in the Programme for Government to reviewing the Criminal Justice (Spent 
Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016 and to broaden the range of convictions that are 
considered spent. As part of this review process, a public consultation on spent convictions was 
launched in October 2020. I can confirm that certain offences relating to the personal possession 
of illegal drugs were considered as part of the review.

Based on the outcome of that consultation and other submissions received, as well as dis-
cussions with Senator Ruane in the context of her Criminal Justice (Rehabilitative Periods) Bill 
2018, the Department is continuing work on identifying and assessing the possible implications 
of amending the 2016 Act so that the fairest possible outcomes can be achieved for the public. 
This matter remains under consideration at this time.

24/02/2022WRW03800Immigration Status

24/02/2022WRW03900337. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice when naturalisation will be 
approved in the case of a person (details supplied); if stamp 4 will be renewed as a first stage 
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towards naturalisation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10785/22]

24/02/2022WRW04000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
was the holder of a valid immigration permission in the State until 21 October 2016.  My De-
partment wrote to the person concerned on 25 October 2016 and again on 1 September 2020 
advising that all applications for permission to remain in the State on the basis of parentage of 
an Irish citizen child from a non-EEA parent must be submitted using the Irish citizen child ap-
plication form. No such application has been received to date by my Department. 

It remains open to them to submit an Irish citizen child application and to regularise their 
immigration permission in the State. The application form is available on my Department’s 
website at: www.irishimmigration.ie/my-situation-has-changed-since-i-arrived-in-ireland/the-
parent-of-an-irish-citizen-child/.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/02/2022WRW04100Antisocial Behaviour

24/02/2022WRW04200338. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice the maximum periods of de-
tention currently permissible to gardaí in respect of individuals involved in serious antisocial 
behaviour and public order offences; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10829/22]

24/02/2022WRW04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Government is committed to tackling anti-social behaviour and ensuring that 
people both feel safe and are safe in their communities.

In line with a commitment in the Programme for Government, I have established an Expert 
Forum on Anti-Social Behaviour. The Forum is examining a broad range of issues with a focus 
on developing measures which will counteract the negative impact of anti-social behaviour on 
community morale and quality of life. This has included two subgroups established to consider 
the specific issues of knife crime and the misuse of scramblers and quadbikes. Other subgroups 
may be established to tackle additional specific issues as required.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in the absence of the identification of specific offences or the 
circumstances in which such offending occurs, it is not possible to provide a definitive answer 
to the question posed.

The primary legislation that provides for antisocial behaviour and public order offences is 
contained in the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, as amended. Many of the offences 
specified in that Act are “Summary Offences” and, while a person may be arrested in certain 
circumstances, there would not be a provision that permits detention for questioning of the 
person arrested. 

Section 3 of the Criminal Justice Act 2017 amended the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 
1994 by inserting Section 4A. This provided that where a person is arrested for offences under 
Section 24 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, or for common law breach of the 
peace, that person may be detained in custody for such periods not exceeding 6 hours if the 
member of An Garda Síochána for the time being in charge of the Garda station is of the opinion 
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that the person is intoxicated to such an extent as would give rise to reasonable apprehension 
that the person might endanger himself or herself, or other persons. A person so detained cannot 
be questioned during this period, it is a detention for their own safety and the safety of others.

Certain offences under the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 are deemed “Indictable 
Offences”. If the penalty on conviction for such offence is one that carries 5 years or more of 
imprisonment, then it also qualifies as an “Arrestable Offence”. Examples under the Act are the 
offences of Riot as contrary to Section 14, Violent Disorder as contrary to Section 15, and Af-
fray as contrary to Section 16.  Where a person has been arrested for those offences, and where 
certain circumstances arise, that person can be considered for detention and questioning under 
the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 as amended. Whether a person is so detained 
will rest on a number of factors to be considered by a member of An Garda Síochána referred 
to as the “member in charge”.

Under current legislation, the total period for which a person may be detained under Section 
4 of the 1984 Act is 24 hours. Detention for the full 24 hour period will be subject to assessment 
at 6 and 12 hours, and will only arise if continued detention is required for the full and proper 
investigation of the offence among other considerations.

The periods of detention referenced above are set out in the table below for ease of refer-
ence.

Section 4 – Sanctioned by Detention Period
Member In Charge 6 Hours
Superintendent 6 Hours
Chief Superintendent 12 Hours
Total 24 Hours
The Deputy will appreciate that detention is a highly regulated process and that significant 

measures exist to protect the individual rights of a person so detained. 

24/02/2022WRW04400Sentencing Policy

24/02/2022WRW04500339. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice her plans to update legislation 
to increase the maximum possible sentence for crimes such as knife crime, serious assault and 
grievous bodily harm; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10830/22]

24/02/2022WRW04600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I condemn the recent incidents that have 
occurred around the country in the strongest possible terms. My thoughts are with the victims 
of these attacks. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, sentencing is a matter solely within the discretion of the trial 
judge, having regard to the circumstances of the case and of the accused and subject to any 
limits as may be prescribed by law for a particular offence. The court is required to impose a 
sentence which is proportionate not only to the crime but also to the individual offender; in that 
process, identifying where on the sentencing range the particular case should lie, and then ap-
plying any mitigating factors.

The Deputy may be aware that the Judicial Council, which was established on 17 December 
2019, is an independent body made up of all of the judges in Ireland. The Council constitutes 
a separate and independent branch of Government.  The Council has established a Sentencing 
Guidelines and Information Committee which includes 5 lay people. 
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The Committee is focused on:

- promoting consistency in sentences imposed by the courts;

- the impact of sentencing decisions on victims;

- the need to promote public confidence in the criminal justice system;

- the relative effectiveness of them in preventing reoffending.

I understand that the Council has initiated a review of all sentencing guidelines under the 
Judicial Council Act 2019 and that information relating to this review is available on the Coun-
cil’s website at www.judicialcouncil.ie.

As the Deputy will be aware, there is a comprehensive and robust legal framework in place 
in Ireland with respect to knife crime, including heavy penalties for breaches of the laws con-
cerned. Indeed, the maximum penalty in the Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act 1990 for a 
conviction for possessing a knife in a public place without good reason or lawful authority was 
increased from one to five years in an amendment introduced via the Criminal Justice (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009.

Legislative responses alone will not provide a ready solution and evidence from other ju-
risdictions indicate that simply adopting harsher penalties will not lead to a reduction in the 
incidence of these crimes. Our existing five-year sentence for knife possession is longer than 
in the UK, for example, where a four-year penalty applies.  It is important to note that there 
are no quick-fix solutions, based on international experience, and longer term, evidence-based 
strategies are needed. The issue of knife crime is currently being examined by a subgroup of the 
Antisocial Behaviour Forum, which is assessing available evidence to inform both legislation 
and community safety policies, programmes and practices with regard to the issue. The work of 
this subgroup is ongoing and is expected to conclude in Q1 2022.

While the specific offences of ‘serious assault’ and ‘grievous bodily harm’ are not listed in 
the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, (1997), the Deputy may wish to note that the 
Act provides for the following:

- A fine and/or in imprisonment for up to 6 months for persons convicted of assault. 

- An unlimited fine and/or imprisonment for up to 5 years for persons convicted of assault 
causing harm.

- An unlimited fine and/or a period of life imprisonment for persons convicted of causing 
serious harm.

24/02/2022WRX00200Crime Prevention

24/02/2022WRX00300340. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice if she will publish a list of the 
provisions enacted under justice legislation since 1994 that have yet to be commenced in the 
area of serious crime prevention; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10831/22]

24/02/2022WRX00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): It has not been possible to collate the in-
formation requested by the Deputy in the time allowed. I will write to the Deputy to provide this 
information as soon as it is available. 



Questions - Written Answers

182

24/02/2022WRX00500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/02/2022WRX00600341. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health when the €1,000 bonus will be paid 
to healthcare workers. [10615/22]

24/02/2022WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Firstly I would again like to extend 
my sincere gratitude to all healthcare workers for their efforts during this most challenging pe-
riod.   The Department of Health appreciates the levels of interest that this announcement has 
generated. We are working together with the HSE to provide additional details on this measure 
including full eligibility criteria, particulars and terms and conditions that apply. This will be 
published as soon as possible.  It is important that this measure is applied fairly as intended and 
I welcome the work that is ongoing to ensure this is so.

24/02/2022WRX00800Hospital Services

24/02/2022WRX00900342. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the breakdown by hos-
pital of the €19 million in additional funding for children in need of orthopaedic surgery; if the 
€19 million is additional baseline funding for each hospital; if not, if it is once-off funding; and 
the average waiting time reduction in each hospital for children with spina bifida and hydro-
cephalus, scoliosis and other acute orthopaedic surgery, in tabular form. [10528/22]

24/02/2022WRX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I sincerely regret that children can expe-
rience a long waiting time for orthopaedic treatment, and I remain conscious of the burden that 
this places on them and their families. One of the central priorities for me as Minister for Health 
is that waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures are improved, and that children 
receive the care that they need and deserve in a timely and appropriate fashion. In particular, a 
special area of focus for me and my Department is that of paediatric orthopaedics. 

In January I asked the HSE to develop a dedicated plan to tackle scoliosis waiting lists this 
year.  Earlier this month I met with senior officials of Children’s Heath Ireland (CHI) and the 
HSE, as well as senior orthopaedic clinicians from Temple Street, Crumlin and Cappagh, to dis-
cuss the finalisation of the proposals to increase orthopaedic activity at CHI. The plan proposes 
ambitious additional activity levels which will work to reduce the number of children waiting 
for spinal orthopaedic procedures (scoliosis and spina bifida) by year end.

This latest initiative is further evidence of this Government’s commitment to address the 
issues facing these children. Both current and capital funding has been provided to a value of 
€19 million in 2022 to support this initiative. 

More specifically, €3.4 million has been committed to support additional activity at Cap-
pagh Orthopaedic hospital. This is the full year requirement associated with the €1.65 million 
that was provided from the Access to Care Fund in 2021 to support CHI paediatric orthopaedic 
activity at Cappagh. Furthermore, €4.7 million has been provided on a recurring basis since 
2021 to fund an additional 24 beds at Crumlin and Temple street, and 2 high dependency unit 
beds at Crumlin. These beds will facilitate the increase in activity needed to reduce paediatric 
orthopaedic waiting times. A further €4 million has been committed for a theatre expansion 
programme across CHI sites to focus on paediatric orthopaedics. Capital funding of €4 million 
has been designated to support this initiative, which is included within the 2022 Capital Plan 
due to be approved shortly. Finally, €2 million has been provided for outsourcing initiatives for 
both inpatient and daycase procedures, as well as to meet radiology needs. Plans are currently 
being finalised by CHI in this regard.
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Further details of the breakdown of these funds are provided for the Deputy in the attached 
document. Some of these figures are initial estimates and as such are subject to final review, 
agreement and potential revision on receipt of the detailed operational plan for delivery of this 
important initiative.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2022-02-24_pq342-24-02-22_en.xlsx”>Orthopaedic Funding</a>]

24/02/2022WRX01100Hospital Appointments Status

24/02/2022WRX01200343. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied). [10541/22]

24/02/2022WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRX01400Hospital Appointments Status

24/02/2022WRX01500344. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied).; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10547/22]

24/02/2022WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRX01700Mental Health Services

24/02/2022WRX01800345. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of community 
psychologists who are currently available for ongoing treatment and support of adult patients 
under the care of the Crosslanes psychiatric unit and Singleton House, Drogheda; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10561/22]

24/02/2022WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/02/2022WRX02000Departmental Meetings
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24/02/2022WRX02100346. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, in-
cluding online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings he or officials from his 
Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland from 1 January 2019 to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10579/22]

24/02/2022WRX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The details of meetings that I or my 
officials have had with representatives of the National Women’s Council of Ireland are noted 
below.

Meetings with Minister Donnelly

I have met with the National Women’s Council of Ireland (NWCI) on five occasions since 
January 2019. The details of these meetings are listed below:

  - 24 May 2019: Meeting regarding first anniversary of the historic referendum to repeal 
the Eighth Amendment 

  - 20 November 2020: I met with the NWCI and other external (non-Department of Health) 
members of the Women’s Health Taskforce to discuss women’s health and the work of the 
Taskforce.

  - 14 December 2020: I met with the NWCI to discuss the work of the Women’s Health 
Taskforce.

  - 19 February 2021: I addressed the Women’s Health Taskforce (including members of the 
NWCI) at the 9th Women’s Health Taskforce meeting.

  - 1 June 2021: I met with the NWCI to discuss the review of the operation of Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018.

Meetings with the Women’s Health Taskforce

The NWCI is a key partner in ensuring women’s voices are represented throughout the work 
of the Women’s Health Taskforce. Representatives from NWCI participate as members of the 
Taskforce. Details of meetings between the Taskforce and the National Women’s Council of 
Ireland related to this partnership are outlined below:

  - 26 September 2019: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 1st Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 31 October 2019: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 2nd Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 10 December 2019: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 3rd Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 23 January 2020: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 4th Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 6 February 2020: The NWCI co-hosted Women’s Health Taskforce Stakeholder Engage-
ment Forum with the Department of Health.

  - 3 March 2020: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 5th Meeting as Task-
force members (link to output pack).

  - 22 September 2020: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 6th Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).
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- 3 November 2020: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to dis-
cuss the upcoming 7th Meeting and other work.

  - 10 November 2020: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 7th Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 8 December 2020: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 8th Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 10 December 2020: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to 
discuss the Women’s Health Taskforce operation and NWCI role in coming year.

  - 20 January 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to 
discuss the upcoming 9th Meeting and other work.

  - 26 January 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat and 
MCCP to discuss the radical listening exercise, a large-scale consultation process intended to 
maximise the participation of women across all life stages.

  - 19 February 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 9th Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 26 February 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to 
discuss the mental health workstream.

  - 9 March 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat and 
DCEDIY to discuss gender budgeting.

  - 7 April 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to discuss 
the mental health workstream.

  - 14 April 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 10th Meeting as 
Taskforce members (link to output pack).

  - 4 June 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 11th Meeting as Task-
force members (link to output pack).

  - 1 July 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to discuss 
the upcoming 12th Meeting and other work.

  - 2 July 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 12th Meeting as Task-
force members. (link to output pack)

  - 27 July 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 13th Meeting as Task-
force members. (link to output pack)

  - 27 August 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to dis-
cuss the upcoming 14th Meeting and other work.

  - 7 September 2021: NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to discuss 
their input into the Radical Listening event on September 14

  - 14 September 2021: The NWCI and Women’s Health Taskforce co-hosted a Radical 
Listening Stakeholder Event. (link to Press Release)

  - 15 September 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 14th Meeting 
as Taskforce members. (link to output pack)
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  - 21 September 2021: NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat NWCI 
to introduce new NWCI Women’s Health Officer

  - 5 October 2021: NWCI met with the Women’s Health Lead to discuss the radical listen-
ing exercises with groups of marginalised women prepared by the NWCI.

  - 4 November 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to 
discuss the upcoming 15th Meeting and other work.

  - 5 November 2021: The NWCI attended the Women’s Health Taskforce 15th Meeting as 
Taskforce members.

  - 6 December 2021: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to 
discuss the launch of Women’s Health Action Plan 2022 and other work.

  - 10 January 2022: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to dis-
cuss their upcoming presentation on the findings of their Radical Listening exercise “Improving 
the health outcomes and experiences of the healthcare system for marginalised women” sched-
uled for 18th January 2022.

  - 18 January 2022: The NWCI and Women’s Health Taskforce co-hosted an event  pre-
senting the findings of their Radical Listening exercise “Improving the health outcomes and 
experiences of the healthcare system for marginalised women” (link to Report)

  - 10 February 2022: The NWCI met with the Women’s Health Taskforce secretariat to 
discuss the launch of Women’s Health Action Plan 2022 and other work.

Other Meetings

  - 26 February 2019: The NWCI met with Department of Health and HSE Health and 
Wellbeing officials to discuss finalising Evidence Base Report, planning for WHAP.

  - 2 May 2019: The NWCI met with Department of Health officials for a workshop meeting 
for preparing/planning/brainstorming for the WHAP, framing high level plan.

  - 26th June 2019: The NWCI met with Department of Health and HSE Health and Wellbe-
ing officials in finalising Evidence Base Report, discussing preliminary outcomes of workshop.

  - 13th August 2020: Minister Butler and DoH officials met with NWCI to discuss Wom-
en’s Mental Health. 

24/02/2022WRX02300Hospital Services

24/02/2022WRX02400347. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the current and capital 
breakdown by hospital of the €19 million in additional funding for children who are in need of 
orthopaedic surgery, in tabular form. [10588/22]

24/02/2022WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I sincerely regret that children can expe-
rience a long waiting time for orthopaedic treatment, and I remain conscious of the burden that 
this places on them and their families. One of the central priorities for me as Minister for Health 
is that waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures are improved, and that children 
receive the care that they need and deserve in a timely and appropriate fashion. In particular, a 
special area of focus for me and my Department is that of paediatric orthopaedics.

In January I asked the HSE to develop a dedicated plan to tackle scoliosis waiting lists this 
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year.  Earlier this month I met with senior officials of Children’s Heath Ireland (CHI) and the 
HSE, as well as senior orthopaedic clinicians from Temple Street, Crumlin and Cappagh, to dis-
cuss the finalisation of the proposals to increase orthopaedic activity at CHI. The plan proposes 
ambitious additional activity levels which will work to reduce the number of children waiting 
for spinal orthopaedic procedures (scoliosis and spina bifida) by year end.

This latest initiative is further evidence of this Government’s commitment to address the 
issues facing these children. Both current and capital funding has been provided to a value of 
€19 million in 2022 to support this initiative.

More specifically, €3.4 million has been committed to support additional activity at Cap-
pagh Orthopaedic hospital. This is the full year requirement associated with the €1.65 million 
that was provided from the Access to Care Fund in 2021 to support CHI paediatric orthopaedic 
activity at Cappagh. Furthermore, €4.7 million has been provided on a recurring basis since 
2021 to fund an additional 24 beds at Crumlin and Temple street, and 2 high dependency unit 
beds at Crumlin. These beds will facilitate the increase in activity needed to reduce paediatric 
orthopaedic waiting times. A further €4 million has been committed for a theatre expansion 
programme across CHI sites to focus on paediatric orthopaedics. Capital funding of €4 million 
has been designated to support this initiative, which is included within the 2022 Capital Plan 
due to be approved shortly. Finally, €2 million has been provided for outsourcing initiatives for 
both inpatient and daycase procedures, as well as to meet radiology needs. Plans are currently 
being finalised by CHI in this regard.

Further details of the breakdown of these funds are provided for the Deputy in the attached 
document. Some of these figures are initial estimates and as such are subject to final review, 
agreement and potential revision on receipt of the detailed operational plan for delivery of this 
important initiative.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2022-02-24_pq347-24-02-22_en.xlsx”>Orthopaedic Funding</a>]

24/02/2022WRX02600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/02/2022WRX02700348. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the assessment panel 
has concluded that section 39 and section 10 front-line Dublin homeless network staff who 
worked in clinical and congregated settings comparable with those of front-line public health 
employees will receive the Covid-19 recognition payment. [10591/22]

24/02/2022WRX02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Firstly I would like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to all healthcare workers for their efforts during this most challenging period.

In recognition of the efforts of the general public, volunteers and all workers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in remembrance of people who lost their lives due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, on Wednesday 19 January, the Government announced a once-off public holiday will 
take place on Friday 18 March 2022.

The Government also announced COVID-19 recognition payment for frontline public sec-
tor healthcare workers, to recognise their unique role during the pandemic. The payment of 
€1,000 will not be subject to income tax, USC, or PRSI. The measure will be ring fenced to 
those staff ordinarily onsite in COVID-19 exposed healthcare environments within the period 
between 1 March 2020 and 30 June 2021.

Those public sector frontline healthcare workers eligible for the payment will be directly 
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employed public health sector staff working in clinical settings. A pro-rata arrangement will 
apply for eligible part time staff / equivalents and supernumerary students who were required 
to perform training in clinical sites. The Department of Health will also introduce a measure 
for making a similar payment to staff in private sector nursing homes and hospices (eg: nursing 
homes and hospices that are private, public, section 39, voluntary etc.) that were affected by 
Covid-19.

The Department and the HSE are currently engaging in finalising arrangements to give ef-
fect to the Government announcement concerning the Recognition Payment. Full particulars, 
eligibility and terms and conditions that apply to this payment shall be made available shortly. 
It is important that this measure is applied fairly as intended and I welcome the work that is 
ongoing to ensure this is so. 

There are many, many other individuals and organisations in our country who did so much 
during the pandemic. While I and the Government are sincerely grateful for this commitment, 
it is appropriate that public sector frontline healthcare workers get particular recognition. They 
found themselves exposed to particular COVID-19 risks that did not exist in other work en-
vironments or for those working from home. It is tough to draw a line on this matter, but the 
Government based its decision on the exceptional risks which these frontline healthcare work-
ers faced.

24/02/2022WRX02900Hospital Services

24/02/2022WRX03000349. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the €19 million in 
additional funding for children who are in need of orthopaedic surgery includes capital or cur-
rent expenditure committed to in the budgets for 2020 and 2021 or 2022; and, if so, if he will 
provide a breakdown of the amount that was committed to. [10595/22]

24/02/2022WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I sincerely regret that children can expe-
rience a long waiting time for orthopaedic treatment, and I remain conscious of the burden that 
this places on them and their families. One of the central priorities for me as Minister for Health 
is that waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures are improved, and that children 
receive the care that they need and deserve in a timely and appropriate fashion. In particular, a 
special area of focus for me and my Department is that of paediatric orthopaedics.

In January I asked the HSE to develop a dedicated plan to tackle scoliosis waiting lists this 
year.  Earlier this month I met with senior officials of Children’s Heath Ireland (CHI) and the 
HSE, as well as senior orthopaedic clinicians from Temple Street, Crumlin and Cappagh, to dis-
cuss the finalisation of the proposals to increase orthopaedic activity at CHI. The plan proposes 
ambitious additional activity levels which will work to reduce the number of children waiting 
for spinal orthopaedic procedures (scoliosis and spina bifida) by year end.

This latest initiative is further evidence of this Government’s commitment to address the 
issues facing these children. Both current and capital funding has been provided to a value of 
€19 million in 2022 to support this initiative.

More specifically, €3.4 million has been committed to support additional activity at Cap-
pagh Orthopaedic hospital. This is the full year requirement associated with the €1.65 million 
that was provided from the Access to Care Fund in 2021 to support CHI paediatric orthopaedic 
activity at Cappagh. Furthermore, €4.7 million has been provided on a recurring basis since 
2021 to fund an additional 24 beds at Crumlin and Temple street, and 2 high dependency unit 
beds at Crumlin. These beds will facilitate the increase in activity needed to reduce paediatric 
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orthopaedic waiting times. A further €4 million has been committed for a theatre expansion 
programme across CHI sites to focus on paediatric orthopaedics. Capital funding of €4 million 
has been designated to support this initiative, which is included within the 2022 Capital Plan 
due to be approved shortly. Finally, €2 million has been provided for outsourcing initiatives for 
both inpatient and daycase procedures, as well as to meet radiology needs. Plans are currently 
being finalised by CHI in this regard.

Further details of the breakdown of these funds are provided for the Deputy in the attached 
document. Some of these figures are initial estimates and as such are subject to final review, 
agreement and potential revision on receipt of the detailed operational plan for delivery of this 
important initiative.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2022-02-24_pq349-24-02-22_en.xlsx”>Orthopaedic Funding</a>]

24/02/2022WRX03200Health Services

24/02/2022WRX03300350. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health his plans to add motor neurone 
disease to the list of illnesses covered by the long-term illness scheme. [10109/22]

24/02/2022WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Long Term Illness (LTI) scheme 
was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). Regulations were 
made in 1971, 1973 and 1975, prescribing 16 illnesses covered by the scheme. These are: 
acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic 
fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; Parkin-
sonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions 
arising from the use of Thalidomide. 

Under the Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances 
directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. While there are no plans current-
ly to extend the list of conditions covered, the LTI scheme will be included as part of a review 
of the current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and medication 
charges, to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

In the meantime, for people who are not eligible for the LTI scheme, there are other arrange-
ments which protect them from excessive medicine costs. 

Under the Drugs Payment Scheme (DPS), no individual or family pays more than €100 a 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The maximum payable under the 
Drugs Payment Scheme will be further reduced to €80 per month from 1 March 2022. The 
scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for families and individuals with ongoing expen-
diture on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be eligible for a medical card. In accordance with the 
provisions of the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by 
the HSE. In certain circumstances the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, 
even though an applicant exceeds the income guidelines, where he or she faces difficult finan-
cial circumstances, such as extra costs arising from illness.

In circumstances where an applicant is still over the income limit for a medical card, they 
are then assessed for a GP visit card, which entitles the applicant to GP visits without charge. 
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Individuals may also be entitled to claim tax relief on the cost of their medical expenses. 
This includes medicines prescribed by a doctor, dentist, or consultant. Relief is at the standard 
tax rate of 20%.

24/02/2022WRX03500Research Funding

24/02/2022WRX03600351. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide funding for 
research into motor neuron disease. [10108/22]

24/02/2022WRX03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 2012, the Health Research Board 
(HRB) has invested €9.1 million in research on many aspects of Motor Neuron Disease (ALS), 
through a variety of funding schemes that build capacity and leadership in ALS research in 
Ireland and generate new knowledge on many aspects of ALS. In addition, €3.2 million of the 
€9.1 million investment came from co-funding by the Irish charity Research Motor Neuron and 
European Joint Programming Initiatives, in particular the Joint Programme in Neurodegenera-
tive Diseases which the HRB has been supporting participation in since 2011. Given the global 
impact of motor neuron disease, joining forces with European partners gives Irish researchers 
access to expertise and infrastructures outside of Ireland to advance their research.

Research has variously focused on gaining a better understanding of the causes of ALS; 
looking for diagnostic tools and potential treatments; population-based analysis of the envi-
ronmental and genetic factors in ALS; healthcare and palliative needs, services and outcomes 
for patients with ALS; and improving cognition and daily function. In terms of active awards, 
the HRB has commitments of €1.4 million for research specific to ALS and plan to participate 
in upcoming Joint Programme in Neurodegenerative Diseases in the coming years, as well as 
supporting ALS research through its own schemes. 

The HRB has invested a further €8.4 million since 2012 on research into understanding the 
aetiology of neurodegeneration more broadly and the most appropriate approach to services, 
with almost half (€4.8 million) of that investment in awards that are currently active. Of this 
funding, €6.8 million was co-funding from Wellcome Trust and European Joint funding pro-
grammes.

All funding schemes are run as open, competitive calls and all eligible applications are in-
ternationally peer-reviewed by experts in the field. Only those deemed to be of high quality, and 
for which funding is available, are supported. Given that the HRB disburses public monies, this 
is a very important process to enhance the possibility of positive outcomes from the research, 
and guard against waste and unusable research results. The HRB does not ring-fence funding 
for specific conditions and applications in all disease areas are welcome.

The Research Motor Neuron Ireland website (rmn.ie/current-research/) also lists an exten-
sive list of research projects and funding sources, including the Health Research Board, through 
the HRB-HRCI Joint Funding Scheme. 

24/02/2022WRX03800Departmental Policies

24/02/2022WRX03900352. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the rationale to no longer pay per-
sons with lived experience, otherwise known as service users, family members and carers who 
are involved in the provision of recovery education; if this will be reviewed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10596/22]
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24/02/2022WRX04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible. 

24/02/2022WRX04100Mental Health Services

24/02/2022WRX04200353. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient mental 
health beds that are provided for children per CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10597/22]

24/02/2022WRX04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRX04400Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRX04500354. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if interviews have been held for 
a position (details supplied) in north County Mayo; the current situation regarding the recruit-
ment drive; when the position will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10600/22]

24/02/2022WRX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRY00200Health Services

24/02/2022WRY00300355. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will address the concerns 
raised by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10611/22]

24/02/2022WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRY00500Health Services

24/02/2022WRY00600356. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health if discussions are ex-
pected to provide additional appointments for children waiting for audiology appointments; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10624/22]

24/02/2022WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRY00800Dental Services 

24/02/2022WRY00900357. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE 
primary care eligibility and reimbursement service to release details regarding the range of 



Questions - Written Answers

192

payments received by individual dentists for each of the past four years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10629/22]

24/02/2022WRY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRY01100Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRY01200358. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the reason that the 
HSE applies dual qualification criteria to the recruitment of therapists that disregard the length 
of time that a therapist has studied and instead place an emphasis on additional qualifications in 
the fields of social work, psychology and medicine. [10631/22]

24/02/2022WRY01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRY01400Departmental Correspondence

24/02/2022WRY01500359. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he has responded to corre-
spondence (details supplied) from an organisation; if he will address the matters raised; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10633/22]

24/02/2022WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The correspondence referred to was 
referred to the HSE for response as it requests amendment of clinical guidelines for treatment 
of ME/CFS. I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRY01700Mental Health Services

24/02/2022WRY01800360. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if he will address a query (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10634/22]

24/02/2022WRY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

24/02/2022WRY02000Departmental Correspondence

24/02/2022WRY02100361. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he has responded to 
correspondence from an organisation (details supplied) regarding the request to establish a 
working group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10635/22]

24/02/2022WRY02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I understand 
that my colleague Mary Butler, Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People, recently 
met with officials in the Department of Health and the Huntington’s Disease Association of 
Ireland to discuss matters concerning people with Huntington’s Disease. Officials in my depart-
ment have made enquiries with the HSE on foot of correspondence from Huntington’s Disease 
Association Ireland and a response will issue in due course. 
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24/02/2022WRY02300Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRY02400362. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the action that has being taken and 
the proposals to address the significant delay in the recruitment of podiatry staff in acute and 
community services following the recent launched Model of Care for the Diabetic Foot by the 
HSE and the highlighted intention to increase the number of podiatrists via the planned HSE 
chronic disease management community hubs; and the current vacancies for same in each CHO 
area in tabular form. [10639/22]

24/02/2022WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRY02600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/02/2022WRY02700363. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
qualifies for the pandemic bonus payment. [10640/22]

24/02/2022WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Firstly I would like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to all healthcare workers for their efforts during this most challenging period.

In recognition of the efforts of the general public, volunteers and all workers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in remembrance of people who lost their lives due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, on Wednesday 19 January, the Government announced a once-off public holiday will 
take place on Friday 18 March 2022.

The Government also announced COVID-19 recognition payment for frontline public sec-
tor healthcare workers, to recognise their unique role during the pandemic. The payment of 
€1,000 will not be subject to income tax, USC, or PRSI. The measure will be ring fenced to staff 
ordinarily onsite in COVID-19 exposed healthcare environments within the period between 1 
March 2020 and 30 June 2021.

Those public sector frontline healthcare workers eligible for the payment will be directly 
employed public health sector staff working in clinical settings. A pro-rata arrangement will ap-
ply for eligible part time staff / equivalents and supernumerary students who were required to 
perform training in clinical sites.

The Department of Health will also introduce a measure for making a similar payment to 
staff in private sector nursing homes and hospices that were affected by Covid-19.

The Department and the HSE are currently engaging in finalising arrangements to give ef-
fect to the Government announcement concerning the Recognition Payment. The Department is 
not in a position to comment on individual cases, but can offer reassurance that full particulars, 
eligibility and terms and conditions that apply to this payment shall be made available shortly. 

It is important that this measure is applied fairly as intended and I welcome the work that is 
ongoing to ensure this is so.

24/02/2022WRY02900Dental Services 

24/02/2022WRY03000364. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the controls or checks that 
are in place to ensure dentists in the dental treatment services scheme are accepting new medi-
cal card patients; the number of dentists who are accepting new medical card patients in each 
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county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10652/22]

24/02/2022WRY03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRY03200Nursing Homes

24/02/2022WRY03300365. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the nursing 
home support scheme with a view to expanding current supports under the scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10660/22]

24/02/2022WRY03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Home Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as ‘Fair Deal’, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. The primary legislation underpin-
ning the NHSS is the Nursing Home Support Scheme Act 2009. Participants in the NHSS con-
tribute to the cost of their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the 
cost. The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable 
for everyone and that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

Last year the Department published the NTPF Review of the Pricing System for Private 
Nursing Homes, as well as the Value for Money Review of nursing home care costs. Significant 
work is underway to deliver the recommendations of both reviews. This will involve significant 
research, policy analysis and development work, and an extensive input from clinical, eco-
nomic, and legal sources. The implementation of the recommendations will also have regard 
to other recent reports, including the final report published by the COVID-19 Nursing Homes 
Expert Panel.

Following a similar review process, the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (Amendment) 
Act 2021, was signed into law on 22 July 2021 and became operational in October, which in-
troduced further safeguards into the NHSS to further protect the viability and sustainability of 
family farms and businesses. It also includes an amendment in relation to applying the 3-year 
cap to the proceeds of sale of a house while a resident is in long-term care. This removed a dis-
incentive against the sale of properties that might otherwise remain vacant. The Department of 
Health has also agreed to action 19.8 in the Housing for All Strategy to develop a mechanism in 
relation to the rental of vacant properties “in a way that is targeted, equitable, evidence-based 
and provides appropriate safeguards for vulnerable older people”. 

The Department of Health and I remain committed to ensuring that the NHSS will continue 
to deliver value for money in the provision of nursing home care as well as ensuring the provi-
sion of care which is affordable for residents and their families and appropriate to the needs of 
nursing home residents.

24/02/2022WRY03500Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRY03600366. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the current level of HSE po-
diatry staff servicing acute and community services in County Wexford; if he will provide an 
update on plans to improve these services for persons with diabetes in County Wexford and 
nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10667/22]

24/02/2022WRY03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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24/02/2022WRY03800Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

24/02/2022WRY03900367. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a progress 
report on the refurbishment and new building development planned for Abbeyleix Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10669/22]

24/02/2022WRY04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

24/02/2022WRY04100Nursing Homes

24/02/2022WRY04200368. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the status of the reopening of 
daycare services at St. Vincent’s Community Nursing Home and Abbeyleix Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10670/22]

24/02/2022WRY04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

24/02/2022WRY04400Emergency Departments

24/02/2022WRY04500369. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
in emergency departments for more than 24 hours, broken down by day, hospital and by under 
75 and over 75 years of age, respectively, in January 2022, in tabular form. [10671/22]

24/02/2022WRY04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRZ00200Emergency Departments

24/02/2022WRZ00300370. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
in emergency departments for more than 36 hours, broken down by day, hospital and by under 
75 and over 75 years of age, respectively, in January 2022, in tabular form. [10672/22]

24/02/2022WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRZ00500Hospital Charges

24/02/2022WRZ00600371. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the revenue generated in pub-
lic hospitals by car parking charges in each of the years 2019 to 2021, by hospital, in tabular 
form. [10673/22]

24/02/2022WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ00800Hospital Waiting Lists
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24/02/2022WRZ00900372. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who are 
on waiting lists for a hearing test, by CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10674/22]

24/02/2022WRZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ01100Medical Aids and Appliances

24/02/2022WRZ01200373. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who 
are waiting for a hearing aid, by CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10675/22]

24/02/2022WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ01400Hospital Waiting Lists

24/02/2022WRZ01500374. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who 
are waiting longer than a year for a hearing test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10676/22]

24/02/2022WRZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ01700Medical Aids and Appliances

24/02/2022WRZ01800375. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who 
are waiting longer than a year for a hearing aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10677/22]

24/02/2022WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ02000Hospital Waiting Lists

24/02/2022WRZ02100376. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients over 
75 years of age who are on an outpatient or inpatient health waiting list, by wait times (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10678/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. While 
significant work continues to positively impact on waiting times and improve pathways to elec-
tive care, acute hospitals have been impacted by operational challenges arising from surges in 
cases related to the Delta and Omicron variants.

The HSE has confirmed to the Department that patient safety remains at the centre of all 
hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To ensure services are provided in a safe, clinical-
ly-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
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The Department of Health continues to work with the HSE and the National Treatment Pur-
chase Fund (NTPF) to identify ways to improve access to care, including through increased use 
of private hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “see and 
treat” services, providing virtual clinics, and increasing capacity in the public hospital system.

€350m is being allocated in 2022 to the HSE and the NTPF to primarily provide additional 
public and private activity to further stabilise and reduce scheduled care waiting lists and wait-
ing times in tandem with bringing forward much needed longer-term reforms. This will supple-
ment the core activity of the HSE as detailed in the HSE National Service Plan (NSP) 2022.

The 2022 waiting list action plan, builds on the successes of the short-term 2021 plan that 
ran from September to December last year. The 2021 plan was developed by the Department 
of Health, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and was driven and 
overseen by a senior governance group co-chaired by the Secretary General of the Department 
and the CEO of the HSE and met fortnightly. This rigorous level of governance and scrutiny 
of waiting lists has continued into this year with the oversight group evolving into the Wait-
ing List Task Force. It has produced a comprehensive 2022 waiting list action plan which will 
set out high-level targets for waiting list improvement including dedicated funding for service 
reform, patient pathway improvement, and important significant additionality to substantially 
reduce the backlog of patients waiting. The taskforce will meet regularly to drive progress of 
the 2022 plan. 

This is the first stage of an ambitious Multi-Annual Waiting List Plan, which is currently 
under development in my Department. Between them, these plans will work to support short, 
medium, and long term initiatives to reduce waiting times and provide the activity needed in 
years to come.

The data requested by the Deputy regarding the number of patients over 75 years of age 
that are on an outpatient or inpatient waiting list is outlined in the attached document which 
provides the waiting lists by time band on 27 January 2022. 

Patients Aged 75 Years or Older by Waiting List by Wait Time Band as at 27/01/2022

- Column 
Labels
0-3 
Months

3-6 
Months

6-9 
Months

9-12 
Months

1-2 Years 2 Years + Grand 
Total

Inpatient 6212 3519 1532 846 1795 1112 15016
Outpa-
tient

19340 13123 8328 5169 12844 12183 70987

Grand 
Total

25552 16642 9860 6015 14639 13295 86003

24/02/2022WRZ02250Disabilities Assessments

24/02/2022WRZ02275377. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children with 
a disability waiting for an assessment of need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10679/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02337382. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
that were made for an assessment of need for children made under the Disability Act 2005 in 
each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10686/22]
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24/02/2022WRZ02368383. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
that were made for an assessment of need for children by a legal representative of that person 
under the Disability Act 2005 in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10687/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02384384. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
had an assessment of need carried out under the Disability Act 2005 to whom services identified 
in the assessment reports have not been provided and to break down by ages and categories of 
disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10688/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02392385. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
made an application for an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005 and in cases in 
which the commencement of the assessment was longer than three months broken down by 
periods longer than four, five and months, by a year or greater than a year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10689/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02396386. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
made an application for an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005 and in case in 
which the completion of the assessment was longer than three months and further broken down 
by periods longer than four, five and six months, by a year or greater than a year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10690/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02398387. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
made an application for an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005 and in cases in 
which the issuing of the service statement following the total completion of the assessment was 
greater than one month of the assessment and further broken down by periods longer than two, 
three, four, five and six months or by a year or greater than a year; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10691/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02399Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Question No. 377 and Questions Nos. 382 to 387, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to an operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRZ02400Home Care Packages

24/02/2022WRZ02500378. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of home care 
packages that have been approved but which cannot be provided in full due to staff shortages or 
for other reasons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10680/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ02700Disability Services

24/02/2022WRZ02800379. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
disabilities who are waiting for a placement in full-time residential placements or settings, by 
county, by CHO and by wait times. [10681/22]

24/02/2022WRZ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
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service matter, I am referring the question for response to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy 
as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ03000Home Help Service

24/02/2022WRZ03100380. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
have been approved for home help hours but who cannot receive them either partially or in full 
due to staff shortages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10682/22]

24/02/2022WRZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRZ03300Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRZ03400381. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number, date and nature of 
meetings held by him, the Secretary General of his Department and the head of the HSE either 
individually with other staff or together on the issue of the establishment of regional health ar-
eas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10683/22]

24/02/2022WRZ03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Secretary General and I have a 
standing weekly meeting on topics related to the work of my Department including Sláíntecare 
reforms. We would also speak informally during the week. The Secretary General and I would 
also meet fortnightly with the HSE. Regional Health Areas, alongside with various other topics, 
are discussed at these meetings. 

Question No. 382 answered with Question No. 377.

Question No. 383 answered with Question No. 377.

Question No. 384 answered with Question No. 377.

  Question No. 385 answered with Question No. 377.

  Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 377.

  Question No. 387 answered with Question No. 377.  

24/02/2022WRAA01300Medical Inquiries

24/02/2022WRAA01400388. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 678 of 8 February 2022, the actions taken by HIQA in each such designated centre for 
older people and in each designated centre for people with disabilities on foot of the allegations 
of sexual abuse which were made; the changes that were made in each such centre to prevent 
further sexual abuse; the sanctions that were imposed on the six institutions that did not report 
the allegations to An Garda Síochána to state the position regarding the obligation on these 
centres for the mandatory reporting of such allegations which HIQA did; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10704/22]

24/02/2022WRAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am advised by the Health Information 
and Quality Authority  (HIQA) that in six situations since 2015, inspectors found that the pro-
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vider of a designated centre had not made an appropriate referral to An Garda Síochána. HIQA 
subsequently referred these allegations to An Garda Síochána. 

These referrals were in addition to the measures taken by HIQA requiring the provider to 
implement actions to ensure the safety of residents. All safeguarding issues are reviewed as a 
matter of priority to determine the most appropriate regulatory action. In situations where sub-
stantiated safeguarding issues are identified, providers are required to take action to ensure the 
safety of residents. If immediate risks to the safety of residents are identified, providers must 
take immediate action to address these issues and to prevent a recurrence. 

In all situations, including the six referred to above, the Chief Inspector continues to monitor 
the actions of the provider to ensure they are effective in addressing the safeguarding concerns. 
The Chief Inspector can, and has, taken further action, up to and including the cancellation of 
registration, where providers fail to sustain improvements to residents’ safety.

Consistent with best practice and to protect the privacy of residents, it would not be appro-
priate for HIQA to make further comment on individual centres outside the inspection process.

I would like to again acknowledge my appreciation for HIQA’s support for, and its contri-
bution to, my Department’s ongoing work to develop national policy and legislation on adult 
safeguarding in the health and social care sector. 

24/02/2022WRAA01800Disability Services

24/02/2022WRAA02000389. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children’s dis-
ability network teams in place and the geographical area they represent; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10705/22]

24/02/2022WRAA02100390. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the full staff complement and 
skills mix in each of the children’s disability network teams and the total number; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10706/22]

24/02/2022WRAA02150391. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of approved but 
vacant posts in each of the children’s disability network teams and the total number; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10707/22]

24/02/2022WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 389 to 391, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to an operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

  Question No. 390 answered with Question No. 389.  

  Question No. 391 answered with Question No. 389.  

24/02/2022WRAA02300Disability Services

24/02/2022WRAA02400392. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for services 
provided by children’s disability network teams, broken down by network; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10708/22]

24/02/2022WRAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
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question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRAA02600Disabilities Assessments

24/02/2022WRAA02700393. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children with 
a disability who have had an assessment of need carried out and in which a service statement 
has been issued but no services have been provided, broken down in bands by month and by 
the year the service statement issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10709/22]

24/02/2022WRAA02800394. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children with a 
disability who had an assessment of need carried out and where the findings were appealed to 
a HSE complaint officer in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022; the timeframe 
for the complaints to be heard in 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 months and greater than a year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10710/22]

24/02/2022WRAA02900395. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children with a 
disability who had an assessment of needs carried out and in which the findings were appealed 
to the office of the disability appeals officer in each of the years 2016 to 2021; the timeframe for 
the complaints to be heard by 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and greater than a year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10711/22]

24/02/2022WRAA03000398. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number and percentage 
of children who had an assessment of needs carried out under the Disability Act 2005 but such 
assessments were outside the statuary time-frame provided for in the Act in each of the years 
2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10714/22]

24/02/2022WRAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 393 to 395, inclusive, and 398 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

  Question No. 394 answered with Question No. 393.

  Question No. 395 answered with Question No. 393.

24/02/2022WRAA03400Legislative Reviews

24/02/2022WRAA03500396. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the Dis-
ability Act 2005 to put a focus on intervention and service provision as well as assessments of 
needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10712/22]

24/02/2022WRAA03600397. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement recom-
mendations made by the Ombudsman for Children to review the Disability Act 2005; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10713/22]

24/02/2022WRAA03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 396 and 397 together.

The issues raised by the Deputy in his questions come under the remit of the Department of 
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, and cannot be answered by this Depart-
ment.



Questions - Written Answers

202

I trust this clarifies the position. 

  Question No. 397 answered with Question No. 396.

  Question No. 398 answered with Question No. 393.

24/02/2022WRAA04000General Practitioner Services

24/02/2022WRAA04100399. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the full-year cost of all staffing 
subsidies provided to general practitioners as part of the GMS contract for the years 2016 to 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10719/22]

24/02/2022WRAA04200409. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the full extent of staffing sub-
sidies given to general practitioners as part of the GMS contract; the nature of the subsidy; the 
terms and conditions that apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10729/22]

24/02/2022WRAA04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399 
and 409 together.

Under the GMS scheme, GPs are paid a subsidy towards the cost of employing a practice 
nurse and/or a practice secretary. Payments are made to participating GPs with a panel size of at 
least 100 GMS patients on a pro rata basis, with the maximum payment made to panels of 1,200 
or more patients. Group practices may also qualify for a subsidy to employ a practice manager.

As the specific issues raised are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRBB00200General Practitioner Services

24/02/2022WRBB00300400. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the total cost to the HSE of general practitioners providing Covid-19 testing to patients for 
2021 and January 2022, by month and by the number of general practitioners or practices who 
received amounts greater than €10,000, €20,000 and €50,000; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10720/22]

24/02/2022WRBB00400402. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
all Covid-19 assessments carried out by general practitioners by telephone in each of the years 
2020 and 2021 and in January 2022, by month and by the number of general practitioners or 
practices who received amounts greater than €10,000, €20,000 and €50,000; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10722/22]

24/02/2022WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 400 
and 402 together.

Recognising the key role of general practice in the collective efforts to contain and mitigate 
the impact of Covid-19 on public health, a number of measures were put in place to support 
general practice during the pandemic. These measures included the payment of a fee by the 
HSE to GPs for the provision of remote consultations to patients who may have contracted 
Covid-19, including referral for testing if clinically required. In return, persons are not subject 
to any charge for a GP Covid-19 assessment or testing referral. 

As the specific information requested relates to a service matter, I have asked the Health 
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Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRBB00600General Practitioner Services

24/02/2022WRBB00700401. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the total cost to the HSE of general practitioners administering Covid vaccines to patients for 
2021 and January 2022, by month and by the number of general practitioners or practices who 
received amounts greater than €10,000, €20,000, €50,000 and €100,000; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10721/22]

24/02/2022WRBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 402 answered with Question No. 400.

24/02/2022WRBB01000Mental Health Services

24/02/2022WRBB01100403. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the target of 300 additional 
staff working in mental health as set out in budget 2022 will be met in 2022; the number of ad-
ditional staff recruited to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10723/22]

24/02/2022WRBB01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRBB01300Health Service Executive

24/02/2022WRBB01400404. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cash ceiling that applies to 
the HSE set by his Department or the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10724/22]

24/02/2022WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Due to the size of the annual budget 
operated by the HSE (> €20bn) it is to be expected that it maintains a certain cash balance 
to ensure that it always has sufficient funds to meet its outstanding financial obligations. The 
amount can vary on a month-by-month basis but in general the HSE holds, as a cash balance, 
several days’ worth of funds in the case of an unexpected cash requirement.  The cash position 
in the HSE is monitored on a weekly basis by my Department to ensure excessive cash holdings 
are not being built up

24/02/2022WRBB01600National Children’s Hospital

24/02/2022WRBB01700405. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the progression made on 
building the new national children’s hospital; the estimated completion date; the overall es-
timated cost of the project; the number of current outstanding claims or disputes between the 
contractor and the board; the number of disputes subject to legal action; if he will provide a 
brief explanation of each outstanding claim or dispute; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10725/22]

24/02/2022WRBB01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The new Children’s Hospital (NCH) 
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project comprises the main hospital on a shared campus at St James’s, the Outpatient and Ur-
gent Care Centre at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, and the Outpatient and Emergency 
Care Centre at Tallaght University Hospital.

In September 2021, the main contractor on the NCH project, BAM Ireland, substantially 
completed and handed over the paediatric outpatient and emergency care centre at Tallaght, 
in line with the contractor’s schedule, and the facility opened on 15 November 2021, follow-
ing a period of operational commissioning.  The new facility will accommodate up to 17,000 
outpatient and 25,000 emergency care attendances per year.  Together with the Outpatient and 
Urgent Care Centre at Connolly Hospital, which opened in July 2019, these new facilities will 
improve access to urgent, emergency and outpatient care for a significant number of children. 
In 2021, there were over 13,300 outpatient attendances at Connolly and almost 11,400 patients 
presented for urgent care.

Work on the St James’s site is ongoing and progressing well with major milestones reached 
in 2021, including the completion of the concrete frame with over 150,000 cubic metres of 
concrete poured, the topping out of the building (where the highest point on the building was 
completed- a significant milestone in any construction project), the infill concrete slabs over the 
steelwork frame, the closing in of the concourse and approximately 17,000 square metres of 
glazing and 5,800 square metres of external façade installed. 

To date, 86,000 square metres of internal partitions have been installed, with the equivalent 
of over 26 kilometres installed in 2021, and the fit out of most internal areas is now underway, 
including the south fingers comprising Outpatients, Cardiology Wards, and Therapies spaces, 
and the ‘Hot Block’ comprising Emergency Department, Critical Care and Theatres. Work in 
2022 will be focused on the progression of the internal fit-out of the over 6,000 internal spaces.

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) has advised that the main 
contractor’s current programme schedule outlines completion can be achieved by December 
2023 which would mean the NCH at St James’s could open in the second half of 2024, after the 
necessary commissioning period. The NPHDB is working to ensure that contractor will meet 
its own schedule.

In 2018, Government approved a capital budget of €1.433bn for the NCH project. This 
included the capital costs for the main hospital at St James’s Hospital campus, the two satellite 
centres, equipment for the three sites, and the construction of the carpark and retail spaces. The 
capital budget has not yet been depleted and, to date, €924.4m of the €1.433bn budget has been 
drawn down for works on the project across the three sites.

There are a number of items not included in this investment figure as there was no price 
certainly for them and nor can there be, for some, for the duration of the project. These include 
construction inflation, the impact of Covid-19, statutory changes, any change in scope resulting 
in healthcare policy changes, and the Employment Order.

Additional costs in relation to the integration and transfer of the services of the three chil-
dren’s hospitals to the new sites brings the total programme cost to €1.73 billion. This includes 
investment in ICT, including a new Electronic Health Record system, the Children’s Hospital 
Integration Programme (the merging of three paediatric hospitals) including commissioning, 
and pre-2013 project expenditure relating to the former Mater project.

Brexit and the global pandemic have severely impacted supply chains and NCH project is 
not immune to these external challenges. Every effort is being taken to mitigate the risks but 
these externalities beyond the control of the contractor and the NPHDB make speculation and 
more definitive forecasting unwise.
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The NPHDB has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building, and equipping 
the new children’s hospital. This includes assessment and defence of claims/ disputes submitted 
by the contractor under the construction contract.  I have therefore referred this element of your 
question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRBB01900Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

24/02/2022WRBB02000406. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost and time-
frame for delivery of the three planned elective-only hospitals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10726/22]

24/02/2022WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In December 2021 the Government 
agreed, subject to the necessary approvals and requirements under the Public Spending Code 
being met, a new National Elective Ambulatory Care Strategy. The development of additional 
capacity will be provided through dedicated, stand-alone Elective Hospitals in Cork, Galway 
and Dublin. The “Elective Hospitals Oversight Group”, under the joint governance of the De-
partment of Health and Health Service Executive, has been guiding the development of the elec-
tive hospital proposals, following the process outlined in the updated Public Spending Code.

Following the approval of the new Strategy, Project Preliminary Business Cases for the 
three locations are being finalised for consideration and review by my Department. If approved 
internally, the Business Cases will be submitted to the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform’s recently introduced PSC External Assurance Process and Major Projects Evaluation 
after which further memoranda for Government could then be brought forward. While it is diffi-
cult to be certain about timelines, following these assurance steps I am hopefully we could pro-
ceed to approval-in-principle (Gate 1 of the Public Spending Code) in the coming period ahead. 

While it is not possible to reveal preliminary costings at this stage, the individual Electives 
project proposals are following the provisions of the Public Spending Code as required to en-
sure value for money requirements are met for the evaluation, planning, and management of 
large public investment projects costing more than €100 million. If approved, the PBC will also 
be published as required by the PSC.

24/02/2022WRBB02200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

24/02/2022WRBB02300407. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if any of the planned elective 
only hospitals will provide more complex elective surgeries that require recovery beds; the lo-
cation of such hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10727/22]

24/02/2022WRBB02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Cross Party Sláintecare Report in 
2017 articulated a new vision for healthcare in Ireland, including the provision of elective only 
hospitals, providing protected capacity for elective care. The “Elective Hospitals Oversight 
Group”, under the joint governance of the Department of Health and Health Service Executive, 
has been guiding the development of the elective hospital proposals, following the process out-
lined in the updated Public Spending Code, setting out the value for money requirements for the 
evaluation, planning, and management of large public investment projects.

In December 2021 the Government agreed, subject to the necessary approvals and require-
ments under the Public Spending Code being met, a new National Elective Ambulatory Care 
Strategy which will change the way in which day case, scheduled procedures, surgeries, scans 
and outpatient services can be better arranged to ensure greater capacity in the future and help 
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to address waiting lists. The development of additional capacity will be provided through dedi-
cated, stand-alone Elective Hospitals in Cork, Galway and Dublin.

The Elective Hospitals will provide additional capacity and help address waiting lists, while 
being as flexible and adaptable as possible to facilitate a future phase, which would include 
some elective in-patient treatment. Day procedures offered in the first phase will include Gas-
trointestinal, Gynaecology, Ophthalmology, and Orthopaedics. 

24/02/2022WRBB02500Hospital Procedures

24/02/2022WRBB02600408. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the revenue generated by 
public hospitals for the carrying out of private healthcare in each of the years 2016 to 2021, by 
hospital and hospital group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10728/22]

24/02/2022WRBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 409 answered with Question No. 399.

24/02/2022WRBB02900Health Service Executive

24/02/2022WRBB03000410. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the details of plans by the 
HSE to make a prior-year adjustment to any of its accounts of the past five years; the value of 
such adjustments; the reason for the adjustment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10730/22]

24/02/2022WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The issue of whether the HSE will need 
to make an adjustment in its 2021 accounts is a matter in the first instance for the HSE and the 
Comptroller and Auditor General who has responsibility for auditing the HSE’s accounts in the 
first instance. The HSE have advised than any adjustment will be technical in nature and will be 
less than €100 million in impact. 

This position in relation to the reasons for and quantum of any adjustment as set out by the 
HSE is accepted and it is noted that the Comptroller and Auditor General has recently stated 
that he will undertake a full review of the requirement for any prior year adjustment as part of 
his audit of the 2021 accounts of the HSE together with considering controls to ensure that er-
rors of this nature do not recur, as necessary.  

This review will be undertaken within the statutory time frame i.e. by 21 May. Pending this, 
it would be premature to speculate further on this matter.

24/02/2022WRBB03200Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRBB03300411. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to re-
cruit staff into the HSE in 2020; the target number of additional staff to be recruited in 2020; 
the actual number of staff recruited in that year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10731/22]

24/02/2022WRBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): During the planning process for 2020, 
affordable limits for staffing were used to ensure workforce growth in the HSE remained within 
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the allocated budgets and in line with Government policy on public service numbers and costs. 
In the National Service Plan 2020, the affordable limit for December 2020 was identified as 
121,311 WTE, excluding centrally held and development funding, and 123,701 WTE including 
centrally held and development funding. This equates to an increase of 1,494 WTE or 3,884 
WTE over end 2019 levels. These were initial estimates of affordability limits which were to 
be further developed and finalised alongside the Department of Health in the finalisation of the 
Pay and Numbers Strategy 2020. 

Due to the onset of the pandemic in early 2020, there was an immediate need to increase the 
health sector workforce on a temporary, emergency basis. Putting a limit on recruitment was no 
longer appropriate, and many recruitment avenues were utilised to ensure the health service was 
adequately staffed. The priority for the remainder of 2020 was therefore the need to expand the 
workforce to meet the demands of the health service.

2020 saw an increase of an additional 6,357 WTE, which is the largest annual increase in 
staffing since the foundation of the HSE.

24/02/2022WRBB03500Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRBB03600412. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to re-
cruit staff into the HSE in 2021; the target number of additional staff to be recruited in 2021; 
the actual number of staff recruited in that year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10732/22]

24/02/2022WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Given the commitment to ensuring suf-
ficient staffing levels to meet both COVID-related and long-term healthcare demand, Budget 
2021 provided funding for a significant expansion of the workforce including making perma-
nent funding available for some workers employed in 2020 on a temporary, emergency basis, 
and also allowing the workforce to grow further in 2021. The Pay and Numbers Strategy for 
2021 identified a recruitment target of an additional 14,567 WTE across all staff categories and 
service areas in 2021. 

The National Service Plan was underpinned by the assumption that there would be no great-
er than Level 3 COVID-19 measures and excluded a National Vaccination Programme rollout. 
The COVID-19 surge in Q1, coupled with significant demand for testing and tracing and un-
precedented levels of COVID-19 related absence rates, significantly impacted the HSE’s ability 
to recruit in the first quarter. In addition, a National Vaccination Programme was rolled out with 
the immediate establishment of mass vaccination centres across the country, which required a 
large amount of external recruitment capacity. Through third party recruitment agencies, the 
HSE recruited approximately 3,000 people in COVID-19 vaccination centres and for test and 
trace operations. These recruits are excluded from recruitment targets as they are not directly 
employed by the HSE.

While the target of 14,567 was pursued strongly by the HSE, it was agreed mid-year that 
the targets under the Pay and Numbers Strategy for 2021 should be reduced given a shortfall in 
the beginning months of the year. The target was revised down to an additional 7,370 WTE by 
the end of 2021.

In 2021, there was an increase of 6,149 WTE. This is the second largest annual increase in 
staffing since the foundation of the HSE, after 2020. Recruitment targets not achieved in 2021 
form part of recruitment targets for 2022 and are included in the upper recruitment target of 
approximately 10,000 in 2022.
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24/02/2022WRBB03800Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRBB03900413. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to recruit 
staff into the HSE for 2022; the target number of additional staff to be recruited in 2022; his 
views on whether the higher target will be met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10733/22]

24/02/2022WRBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Budget 2022 secured funding for up to 
an additional 10,000 WTE, reflecting the level of ambition and desire to invest in our health 
services. However, there are a range of targets set out in the draft National Service Plan. The tar-
geted recruitment for this year continues to address any identified staff shortages across grades 
and service areas.

Discussions between the Department and HSE officials agreed that, due to the current chal-
lenging recruitment environment, 5,500 WTE is a more achievable target for 2022. The upper 
affordable limit of 10,000 WTE is not seen as undeliverable, but rather one that will be ambi-
tious and challenging to achieve, given the risks affecting labour supply. It is worth noting that 
these recruitment targets are additional WTE and do not include the replacement of existing 
staff who retire/leave during the year.

The HSE identified the more realistic recruitment target of 5,500 WTE alongside a more 
challenging ‘stretch’ target of 10,000 WTE set out in the National Service Plan. The Depart-
ment has been working closely with the HSE to assess potential savings and further decisions 
on how this funding will be used will be taken. Actual recruitment will, as always, be monitored 
by the HSE and the Department throughout the course of the year under the governance and 
oversight arrangements in place.

24/02/2022WRBB04100Hospital Services

24/02/2022WRBB04200414. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will outline all of the 
additional funding that has been made available to Children’s Health Ireland and Cappagh 
Hospital for services in Crumlin Hospital, Connolly, Temple Street, Cappagh and Tallaght Hos-
pitals for paediatric orthopaedics in each of the years 2017 to 2021 and to date in 2022, by year, 
hospital, by amount and the areas or items on which the additional funding is for; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10734/22]

24/02/2022WRBB04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRCC00200Health Services

24/02/2022WRCC00300415. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons 
on a public health-related waiting list across acute, primary and community care, including 
diagnostics, waits for assessments and all waiting lists for testing, therapies or health services 
provided for or on behalf of the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10735/22]

24/02/2022WRCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of patients on acute hospital 
waiting lists are available in the NTPFs website. In relation to the other queries raised, as these 
are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.
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24/02/2022WRCC00500Health Services

24/02/2022WRCC00600416. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons 
over 75 years of age on a public health-related waiting list across acute, primary and community 
care, including diagnostics, waits for assessments and all waiting lists for testing, therapies or 
health services provided by or on behalf of the HSE, broken down by wait times in bands of 
zero to three, three to six, six months to a year, greater than one, greater than two and greater 
than four years, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10736/22]

24/02/2022WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I provided details of patients waiting 
over 75 on acute hospital waiting lists in my reply to PQ 10678/22. In relation to the other que-
ries raised, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRCC00800Hospital Services

24/02/2022WRCC00900417. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the bed occupancy rates of 
each public and public voluntary hospital for each quarter of 2019, 2020, and 2021, in tabular 
form; the number of days on which occupancy exceeded 100%; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10739/22]

24/02/2022WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRCC01100Medical Cards

24/02/2022WRCC01200418. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the extent to which private 
diagnostic services are covered or discounted by a medical card; the conditions which apply to 
those under 16 years of age; if he intends to amend the relevant legislation to remove private 
diagnostic charges for those under 16 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10741/22]

24/02/2022WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand from clarification from the 
Deputy’s Office that this question refers to an individual case. 

Should the Deputy’s Office provide the further particulars of the instance in question, I will 
arrange for the matter to be examined and a response to issue to the Deputy. 

24/02/2022WRCC01400Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRCC01500419. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the range and average per-hour 
rate paid to agencies for nursing and healthcare assistant grades, by service division. [10743/22]

24/02/2022WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRCC01700General Practitioner Services

24/02/2022WRCC01800420. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the timeline for when the exten-
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sion of free general practitioner care for children up to eight years of age will be implemented; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10744/22]

24/02/2022WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to in-
creasing access to GP care without charges for children, an important healthcare measure that 
will remove a potentially prohibitive cost barrier to accessing GP care and will help to improve 
children’s health as they develop. At present all children up to and including the age of 5 are 
eligible for a GP visit card and therefore GP care without charges.  The Health (General Prac-
titioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2020 provides, amongst other 
things, for the phased expansion of GP care without fees to all children aged 12 years and under 
in three phases: to children aged 6 and 7; to children aged 8 and 9; and to children aged 10,11 
and 12. Budget 2022 provides for the initial stage of this phased expansion, the provision of GP 
care without fees to all children aged 6 and 7. My officials and the HSE are already engaged 
in preparatory work, and I expect to be in a position to bring forward proposals to the IMO, 
representing GPs, later this quarter, after which engagement can commence with the IMO. It 
is important to ensure that any additional pressures placed on general practice will not limit its 
capacity to meet the needs of all patients in the community.

24/02/2022WRCC02000Hospital Appointments Status

24/02/2022WRCC02100421. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10746/22]

24/02/2022WRCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRCC02300Cannabis for Medicinal Use

24/02/2022WRCC02400422. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the cost of medicinal 
cannabis oil products will be reimbursed for a child (details supplied) in County Cork under the 
Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods Act 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10747/22]

24/02/2022WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/02/2022WRCC02600Disability Services

24/02/2022WRCC02700423. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 213 of 2 December 2021, if he will provide this Deputy with copies of the staffing census 
of the children’s disability network teams and the details of the workforce plan for the sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10787/22]
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24/02/2022WRCC02800425. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the current shortfall in therapist 
posts per children’s disability network team; the type of therapist posts that are short per chil-
dren’s disability network team in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10789/22]

24/02/2022WRCC02900430. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 213 of 2 December 2021, if all the 85 posts approved in mid-2021 for services in special 
schools have been filled; if these posts are located within special schools or within children’s 
disability network teams; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10794/22]

24/02/2022WRCC03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 423, 425 and 430 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRCC03100Disability Services

24/02/2022WRCC03200424. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementation 
of the National Management Information System for the 91 children’s disability network teams; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10788/22]

24/02/2022WRCC03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 425 answered with Question No. 423.

24/02/2022WRCC03500Health Services Staff

24/02/2022WRCC03600426. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number and type of therapist 
posts that are currently advertised; the average length of time to fill therapy posts by therapy 
discipline; the number of therapy posts that have went unfilled by therapy discipline; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10790/22]

24/02/2022WRCC03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WRCC03800Disabilities Assessments

24/02/2022WRCC03900427. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the national average waiting time 
for a child to receive an assessment of need in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10791/22]

24/02/2022WRCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRCC04100Disabilities Assessments

24/02/2022WRCC04200428. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
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Nos. 1014 and 1015 of 31 March 2021, the latest figures for the number of children who have 
received an assessment of need, per CHO; the number of children overdue for an assessment 
of need, per CHO, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10792/22]

24/02/2022WRCC04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRCC04400Disability Services

24/02/2022WRCC04500429. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of children with a 
disability allocated to each children’s disability network team; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10793/22]

24/02/2022WRCC04600431. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of children 0 to 17 
years and 11 months old awaiting a therapy identified in their assessment of need service state-
ment by therapy discipline, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10795/22]

24/02/2022WRCC04700432. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints that 
were received under Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 in relation to a child’s assessment of need 
for disability services not being carried out within the statutory timeframe each year from 2017 
to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10796/22]

24/02/2022WRCC04800433. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of requests for an as-
sessment of need that were made in each of the years from 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10797/22]

24/02/2022WRCC04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 429 and 431 to 433, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

  Question No. 430 answered with Question No. 423.

  Question No. 431 answered with Question No. 429.

  Question No. 432 answered with Question No. 429.

  Question No. 433 answered with Question No. 429.

24/02/2022WRDD00600Disabilities Assessments

24/02/2022WRDD00700434. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the training provided to clinicians 
to undertake an assessment of need; the percentage of therapy staff employed in children’s dis-
ability network teams who have undergone this training and are qualified to undertake an as-
sessment of need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10798/22]

24/02/2022WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRDD00900Disabilities Assessments
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24/02/2022WRDD01000435. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the cover that is in place for sick 
leave, maternity leave and paternity leave for therapy staff who carry out an assessment of need 
as part of a children’s disability network teams; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10799/22]

24/02/2022WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRDD01200Disability Services

24/02/2022WRDD01300436. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of administrative sup-
port staff employed within each of the children’s disability network teams; his plans to increase 
the level of administrative support staff employed within children’s disability network teams; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10800/22]

24/02/2022WRDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to an operational issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/02/2022WRDD01500Disability Services

24/02/2022WRDD01600437. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of speech and 
language therapists within children’s disability services in each of the years from 2017 to 2021, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10801/22]

24/02/2022WRDD01700438. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of physiothera-
pists within children’s disability services in each of the years from 2017 to 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10802/22]

24/02/2022WRDD01800439. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of psychologists 
within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10803/22]

24/02/2022WRDD01900440. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of occupational 
therapists within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10804/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02000441. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of social work-
ers within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10805/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02100442. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of nurses spe-
cialising in intellectual disability within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 
to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10806/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02200443. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of psychiatrists 
within Children’s Disability Services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10807/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02300444. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of orthotists and 
prosthetists within Children’s Disability Services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10808/22]
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24/02/2022WRDD02400445. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of clinical nutri-
tionists within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10809/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02500446. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of public health 
nurses within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10810/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02600447. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of community 
resource workers within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabu-
lar form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10811/22]

24/02/2022WRDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 437 to 447, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

  Question No. 438 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 439 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 440 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 441 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 442 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 443 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 444 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 445 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 446 answered with Question No. 437.

  Question No. 447 answered with Question No. 437.

24/02/2022WREE00500Disability Services

24/02/2022WREE00600448. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the staff turnover of audiologists 
within children’s disability services in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10812/22]

24/02/2022WREE00700449. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE employees 
working within children’s disability network teams in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10813/22]

24/02/2022WREE00800450. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if staff working within children’s 
disability network teams are currently given the opportunity to work additional hours for ad-
ditional pay on a voluntary basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10814/22]

24/02/2022WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 448 to 450, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to operational issues, they have been referred to the HSE 
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for direct reply.

  Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 448.

  Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 448.

24/02/2022WREE01200Medicinal Products

24/02/2022WREE01300451. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timeline the medicines man-
agement programme is working towards for completion of its examination of the appropriate-
ness and feasibility of a patient-specific arrangement for a product (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10815/22]

24/02/2022WREE01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/02/2022WREE01500Medicinal Products

24/02/2022WREE01600452. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timeline the women’s health 
task force is working towards for completion of its examination of funding options for a product 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10816/22]

24/02/2022WREE01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Important work to support women’s 
needs in this area has commenced in the HSE and officials are engaged with the HSE to prog-
ress this work in line with the Ministers request for urgent consideration of this matter, with 
the HSE now considering if there are potential reimbursement options. This is a key first step 
in considering options which can better support women suffering with hyperemesis in Ireland.

The Department and the HSE are fully committed to a programme of work on Women’s 
Health, in particular Maternal Health.  While the Women’s Health Taskforce does not have a 
role in medicinal approvals, licensing or reimbursement given the expert nature of those issues, 
support for hyperemesis can be prioritised within the wider women’s health programme in the 
health sector, in this case through HSE led activity as outlined above. Officials in both organisa-
tions are working to identify all of the available options to support this cohort of women.

24/02/2022WREE01800Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WREE01900453. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the engagements he has had 
with an advocacy group (details supplied); the steps he is taking to provide support to persons 
with hyperemesis while the women’s health task force and medicines management programme 
are examining a product (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10817/22]

24/02/2022WREE02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): While I have not to date directly en-
gaged to date with the advocacy group referenced, I have asked my officials to meet with them. 

Important work to support women’s needs in this area has commenced in the HSE and of-
ficials are engaged with the HSE to progress this work in line with the Minister’s request for 
urgent consideration of this matter. Specifically, HSE are now considering if there are potential 
reimbursement options based on the Medicines Management Programme recommendations. 
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My Department and the HSE are continuing to work closely together on this issue. This is a 
key first step in considering options which can better support women suffering with hypereme-
sis in Ireland.

24/02/2022WREE02100Care of the Elderly

24/02/2022WREE02200454. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the planned development and refurbishment of the former Monasterevin day care centre; 
when the tender documents that are expected to issue in quarter 1 2022 will be issued; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10818/22]

24/02/2022WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

24/02/2022WREE02400Hospital Staff

24/02/2022WREE02500455. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the negotiations on a new consultant contract; the dates on which negotiations have taken place 
over the past six months; if he has appointed a new Independent chair since the previous chair 
became unavailable last month; the timescale to which he is working to complete these negotia-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10822/22]

24/02/2022WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to intro-
ducing the Sláintecare Consultant Contract to hospital consultants in our health service at the 
soonest available opportunity. The Sláintecare Contract is currently the subject of engagement 
with the representative bodies. As this talks process has not concluded, it would not be appro-
priate to make public details about them at this time, save to say that I, my officials and the HSE 
are committed to introducing a new contract as soon as practicable.

24/02/2022WREE02700Health Service Executive

24/02/2022WREE02800456. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of staff 
in the Sláintecare PMO office in February 2021 and a current list of staff; the person who is cur-
rently leading this office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10823/22]

24/02/2022WREE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As set out in previous replies, responsi-
bility for the implementation of Sláintecare projects is now devolved to a senior leadership team 
within my Department. All units within the Department are responsible for the implementation 
of Sláintecare while Individual members of the Department’s Management Board at Deputy 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary level are directly driving implementation of the 11 Projects of 
the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023 and who in turn are report-
ing progress to the Sláintecare Programme Board co-chaired by the Secretary-General of the 
Department of Health and the CEO of the HSE. The PMO function, that supports, coordinates 
progress reporting, and ensures integration across these projects, also reports to an Assistant 
Secretary, supported by 2 Principal Officers, a Higher Executive Officer, an Administrative Of-
ficer, two Executive Officers and by an externally sourced PMO Manager at Principal Officer 
grade equivalent.
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24/02/2022WREE03000State Claims Agency

24/02/2022WREE03100457. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 680 of 1 February 2022, the amount and value of payments made by each acute hospital 
for damages, broken down by the location, claim type and payment type, that is, claim payout, 
legal costs and so on, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10833/22]

24/02/2022WREE03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a 
statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities in-
cluding the Health Service Executive.

The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available. However, I have asked 
the State Claims Agency to provide this, and I understand that it will be collated shortly. I will 
respond directly to the Deputy on receipt of this.

24/02/2022WREE03300Island Communities

24/02/2022WREE03400458. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of island communities in relation to funding under the Operational Programme of the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund; the reason a specific line for island fisheries was not 
included given they are recognised by the European Commission; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10525/22]

24/02/2022WREE03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department’s European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Programme 2014-20 has been in place 
since 2015 and is nearing its end, with almost all funds committed.  I am assuming instead 
that the Deputy is meaning to refer to the European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund 
2021-2027 (EMFAF), the successor to the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 2014-2020 
(EMFF), for which the new establishing regulation was enacted on 7 July 2021.

Ireland’s Seafood Development Programme under the new EMFAF is being developed by 
my Department at present and I expect to submit it to the Commission later this year for its 
adoption. Work is progressing well, informed by a number of engagements with stakeholders to 
date.  There will be a final public consultation on the draft Programme and SEA Environmental 
Report in the second half of this year, and stakeholders for island communities will have the 
opportunity to further input their views on the Programme’s content and priorities for funding.

The content and structure of the new Programme is being developed in accordance with the 
specific requirements of the EMFAF Regulation and also the Common Provisions Regulation 
(2021/1060) which specifies requirements for each of the EU Funds.  I note that the only refer-
ence to islands in the Regulation is in the context of Priority 3 of the EMFAF Regulation, which 
provides that the Programme shall, in the context of community led local development, pursue 
an objective of ‘enabling a sustainable blue economy in coastal, island and inland areas’.

24/02/2022WREE03600Common Fisheries Policy

24/02/2022WREE03700459. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way the terms of reference of the Review of the Common Fisheries Policy were decided by his 
Department; the way the terms of reference will influence the negotiating position of Ireland in 
the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10526/22]
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24/02/2022WREE03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) Regulation (Regulation EU 380/2013) provides that the Eu-
ropean Commission will report to the European Parliament and the Council on the functioning 
of the CFP by the end of 2022.  

On 17th December 2021, the European Commission launched an online questionnaire as 
part of its public consultation on the preparation of this report.  The questionnaire has been 
circulated to Member States and the Advisory Councils and is also publicly available so that all 
stakeholders and members of the public may contribute.

The Commission advise that it will work over the coming period to engage with Member 
states and stakeholders and will hold a stakeholder event before the summer of 2022.

On 9 February, I established a national Common Fisheries Policy Review Group to examine 
the issues that arise for Ireland in the context of the CFP Review, to advise me on priorities for 
the negotiations and to identify strategies most likely to influence the outcome of the review.  I 
have invited fisheries stakeholder groups, including Producer Organisations, the National In-
shore Fisheries Forum, the Aquaculture industry, Co-Ops, the Seafood processing industry and 
environmental NGOs, to nominate a representative to this group.  

The CFP Review Group will be chaired by Mr John Malone, former Secretary General of 
the Department of Agriculture.  Mr. Malone will be assisted by a steering committee compris-
ing Mr Micheál Ó Cinnéide, former Director of the Marine Institute and Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and Mr Donal Maguire, former Director in BIM.   I have asked the Review Group 
to complete its work by June to ensure that Ireland’s priorities are clearly set out and inputted 
into the formal Commission process.

I set out in my announcement the Terms of Reference to help focus the work of the Group, 
given the short timeframe involved, and to build on the work done by the Seafood Sector Task-
force, which delivered its final report to me last October.

24/02/2022WRFF00200Agriculture Schemes

24/02/2022WRFF00300460. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address concerns that farmers are having their entitlements cut when mountain fires destroy 
sections of their land; the reason they are unable to claim for the destroyed land when the cause 
of the fire was unrelated to any actions by the farmers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10538/22]

24/02/2022WRFF00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Burn-
ing of land between 1st March and 31st August (which is the closed season) in any year is 
prohibited under section 40 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 as amended by the Wildlife (Amendment) 
Act 2000.  

It is specified in the Basic Payment Scheme Terms and Conditions that land burnt during 
the closed season in any given year, is not eligible for the purpose of payment under the Basic 
Payment Scheme. 

As required under EU Regulations, all applications under the Basic Payment Scheme are 
subject to robust administrative checks prior to payment. Only valid applications under the 
Basic Payment Scheme that fully comply with the requirements of the EU legislation are paid.

As part of these required administrative checks, my Department assesses satellite imagery 
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to identify lands burned during the closed period. Any area within a land parcel that is identified 
as being subject to burning in this time period is deemed ineligible and as a result the eligible 
area of the parcel is reduced.  The applicant is notified of this reduction and is informed of their 
right of review to this reduction.  Follow-up field visits may undertaken by inspecting officers 
from my Department where required.  In addition, my Department regularly issues advice and 
reminders directly to farmers on the negative consequences of burning land illegally including 
that it may give rise to an overclaim for the farmer.

Such an overclaim will result in a reduction in the eligible area. In addition, as required 
under the EU Regulations, further administrative penalties are applied where the area over-
claimed is greater than 3% of the area declared or more than 2 hectares.  Full details of how the 
administrative penalties are calculated can be found in the published Helpsheet and Terms and 
Conditions (available at the following link, assets.gov.ie/215182/555fe54e-2908-4102-b685-
6f1b2de9125e.pdf).  

Each applicant has a right of appeal, and each appeal is examined on its own merits based 
on the information provided  by the applicant. It should also be noted that where an applicant is 
dissatisfied with the outcome of an appeal, they have further right of appeal with the indepen-
dent Agriculture Appeals Office.

24/02/2022WRFF00500Horse Racing Industry

24/02/2022WRFF00600461. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when his Department will give permission to Horse Sport Ireland to commence passport print-
ing (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10542/22]

24/02/2022WRFF00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I have 
been informed by Horse Sport Ireland (HSI) that an identification document was issued to the 
individual in question on 21st January 2022.  No permission is required from the Department 
to commence passport printing.  Passport Issuing Organisations must, of course, comply with 
National and EU legislation in this regard.

24/02/2022WRFF00800Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRFF00900462. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings 
he or officials from his Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland 
from 1 January 2019 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10570/22]

24/02/2022WRFF01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I in-
form the Deputy that myself and an official from my Department, along with Ministers of State 
Pippa Hackett and Martin Heydon, met with the National Women’s Council on 15th September 
2021.   The meeting agenda was to discuss the National Women’s Council submission on the 
draft CAP Strategic Plan 2023 – 2027.

The National Women’s Council of Ireland also made a submission to the public consultation 
on Food Vision 2030.

A representative from the National Women’s Council of Ireland telephoned my Department 
on 30th July 2021, to discuss work on gender equality in farming.

My Department is also a member of the Strategy Committee for the National Strategy for 
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Women and Girls of which the National Women’s Council of Ireland is a member.  In the period 
from 1st January 2019 to 21st February 2022, the Committee met on eight occasions, three in-
person and five in virtual session. 

24/02/2022WRFF01100Aquaculture Industry

24/02/2022WRFF01200463. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he will ensure that all applications under the current aquaculture licensing system 
undergoing statutory consultation are subject to fair and due process throughout the process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10626/22]

24/02/2022WRFF01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provi-
sions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable national 
and EU legislation.  The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific 
and technical advisors as well as various Statutory Consultees.  The legislation also provides for 
a period of public consultation.

Decisions in respect of aquaculture licence applications are only taken following full con-
sideration of all views submitted as part of  both the statutory and public consultation process.  
The licence application process is designed to strike a balance between the rights and obli-
gations of all parties including the applicant(s), statutory consultees, relevant NGOs and the 
general public.  I am satisfied that the current licensing system meets all of these requirements. 

24/02/2022WRFF01400Aquaculture Industry

24/02/2022WRFF01500464. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he will seek clarification from the relevant Department as to whether the costs of judi-
cial review by a State agency, that is, a statutory consultee in the aquaculture licensing process, 
will be funded by public expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10627/22]

24/02/2022WRFF01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
State Agency which the Deputy appears to be referring to is not an Agency that comes under 
the aegis of my Department. Accordingly, it would be more appropriate if the Deputy raised the 
matter with the parent Department of that Agency.

24/02/2022WRFF01700Forestry Sector

24/02/2022WRFF01800465. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason more felling licences are being issued to Coillte than to the private sector since the start 
of 2022 despite the significant backlog of private licences awaiting; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10649/22]

24/02/2022WRFF01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine issued 2,877 felling licences last year which 
represented nearly 8.7 million cubic metres of timber. This was the highest ever output in vol-
ume terms in a single year. 

There was an almost even split of Coillte and private felling licences last year with Coillte 
receiving 53% and the other 47% going to the private sector. 
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This year we have committed to increasing our output to 3,360 felling licences, broken 
down between 1,530 Coillte felling licences and 1,830 private felling licences and we intend 
to deliver on this commitment. This is a 36% increase in private felling licences on 2021 and 
all details are outlined in our Licensing Plan, found at gov.ie - Forestry Licensing Plan 2022 
(www.gov.ie).

24/02/2022WRFF02000Forestry Sector

24/02/2022WRFF02100466. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps his Department is taking to significantly increase the number of afforestation licences 
being issued which is directly related to encouraging more farm forestry uptake; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10650/22]

24/02/2022WRFF02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
acutely aware that  the overall level of tree planting has declined in recent years and this is a 
cause for concern. Achieving the planting targets set out in the Climate Action Plan is a priority 
for me and for Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the sector, as 
well as the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

We do need to engage farmers and landowners with  forestry, so that the  multifunctional 
benefits of planting can contribute to the economic needs of society, as well as our climate 
change,  biodiversity and recreational objectives.

Improving licensing output has a role to play in building confidence amongst farmer and 
landowners, and in increasing the demand for licences for afforestation. That is why we are 
giving much higher priority to issuing planting licences. We intend to issue 1,040 afforesta-
tion licences in 2022 which is a 100% increase in output on  2021. We are fully committed to 
increasing the efficiency of the licensing system and work underway under Project Woodland 
in terms of the review of the regulatory framework and of our business processes is aimed at 
helping us to achieve better and more responsive delivery.

We do however need to address the broader issue of increasing the level of interest in plant-
ing. In 2021, for example, there were 502 afforestation licences issued. Those licences would 
have facilitated planting of over 4,200 ha but only 2000 hectares were planted in 2021. This low 
conversion rate to planting is of concern and needs to change. 

We have written to applicants with unused licences to remind them that their licence is still 
valid and to encourage them to consider using them before their approval lapses.  It is important 
that positive messages around planting are communicated and this is the responsibility of all in 
the sector, especially those in direct contact with farmers and landowners.

The introduction of an amendment to the Forestry Act 2014 to facilitate small scale tree 
planting without the need for a licence may appeal to certain landowners and will widen the 
options available for planting.

In addition to the above, through Project Woodland, my Department is currently preparing 
for comprehensive engagement and public consultation that will take place over the coming 
months on a shared national vision for the role of trees and forests and on the development of 
a new forest strategy. Significant progress has already been made. A national public attitudes 
survey on afforestation has been undertaken. Irish Rural Link have been engaging with com-
munities across Ireland. Bilateral engagements are ongoing with key stakeholders. There will 
also be an online public consultation facility available where stakeholders and the public can 
provide detailed written submissions regarding the new Vision and Forest Strategy.
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The new Forest Strategy will set out a clear plan of action that will align with our climate 
action commitments. The next Forestry Programme for the period 2023-2027 is currently being 
prepared and this will be the main implementation vehicle for the strategy. The role of trees and 
forests will play a vital role in meeting our climate action commitments and the Forestry Pro-
gramme will provide funding to encourage an increased uptake of a wide range of afforestation 
measures to meet this.

24/02/2022WRFF02300Forestry Sector

24/02/2022WRFF02400467. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
overall private sector forestry applications made in 2021, broken down by afforestation, thin-
ning, roads and felling licences; the waiting list per category as per December 2021, in tabular 
form; the new targets his Department has set for 2022 in the same category areas; the way per-
formance in 2022 is performing against profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10651/22]

24/02/2022WRFF02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
number of forestry licence applications received and issued in 2021 is indicated in the table 
below.

  - Received Issued 
Afforestation 526 502 
Forest Roads 661 671 
Tree Felling 1,254 1,346 
Total Private 2,441 2,519 
While we are addressing the issues with the  licensing system, there are still forestry li-

cences on hand and in backlog.  At the end of 2021, there were 4,817 forestry licences awaiting 
decision, broken down below.  This number has further reduced and, on 18th February, the total 
number on hand is 4,379.

- 31st December
Afforestation 884 
Forest Roads 585 
Tree Felling 3,348 
Total 4,817 
We are increasing further our licence output in 2022 as outlined in  the  recently published 

forestry Licensing Plan, found at gov.ie - Forestry Licensing Plan 2022 (www.gov.ie).  The 
targets for 2022 are shown below  and represent year-on-year increase of 30%  Licences issued 
to date are also shown and output is keeping pace with the overall target.

 - Total Annual Target Licences Issued YTD (18th Feb)
Afforestation 1,040 87 
Forest Roads 850 100 
Tree Felling 3,360 521 
Total 5,250 708 

24/02/2022WRFF02600Veterinary Services

24/02/2022WRFF02700468. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 



24 February 2022

223

plans that are in place in order to supply members of the veterinary profession with the neces-
sary amount of injectable calcium (details supplied); if there are plans in place to counteract a 
shortage or increase this supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10661/22]

24/02/2022WRFF02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is the competent authority for the authorisation 
of veterinary medicinal products in Ireland. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine regulates the distribution of veterinary medicinal products in the State.  Both bodies col-
laborate when potential veterinary medicinal shortages arise and are notified via the shortages 
protocol. 

There are several injectable calcium veterinary medicines (product details available on the 
HPRA website) indicated for the treatment of milk fever currently authorised in Ireland. My 
officials have been in contact with the HPRA who informed us that they have been notified by 
one of the companies that, due to high demand for one product, they currently have no stock on 
hand but hope to have product available again in a few months.  The HPRA expects that other 
companies will be in a position to meet any immediate shortfall in supply.  

24/02/2022WRFF02900Agriculture Schemes

24/02/2022WRFF03000469. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of Ash dieback RUS applications his Department intend to process in 2022; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10819/22]

24/02/2022WRFF03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine recently published forestry licensing targets 
for 2022.  The plan may be found at gov.ie - Forestry Licensing Plan 2022 (www.gov.ie).  A 
key target of that plan is  to refocus on the delivery on approvals from the Reconstitution and 
Underplanting Scheme (RUS) (Ash Dieback).

Some 537 RUS applications have been received totalling 2,215ha and issued decisions on 
175 covering 567ha. Many of the remaining files are screened in for Appropriate Assessment 
and are referred to ecology. Many require planning permission from the Local Authority and the 
Department is engaging with the Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage with 
the objective of removing the planning permission requirement for these files. To date this year, 
the Department has issued 17 approvals for RUS.  

24/02/2022WRFF03200Forestry Sector

24/02/2022WRFF03300470. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
area of afforestation planted with commercial conifer species in each of the past three years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10820/22]

24/02/2022WRFF03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
following table details the area of afforestation planted with conifers in the past three years and 
expresses it as a percentage of total planting.

 - 2019 2020 2021 
Conifers Planted. 
Hectares 

2,656.72 1,615.79 1,187.47 
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 - 2019 2020 2021 
Percentage of total  74.84% 66.38% 58.89% 
I am acutely aware the overall level of tree planting has declined in recent years and this is a 

cause for concern. Achieving the planting targets set out in the Climate Action Plan is a priority 
for me and for Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the sector, as 
well as the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

We do need to engage farmers and landowners with forestry, so that the  multifunctional 
benefits of planting can contribute to the economic needs of society, as well as our climate 
change,  biodiversity and recreational objectives.

Improving licensing output has a role to play in building confidence amongst farmer and 
landowners, and in increasing the demand for licences for afforestation. That is why I am at-
taching importance to improving output on these licences in 2022. We intend to issue 1,040 
afforestation licences which is double our output in 2021. We are fully committed to increasing 
the efficiency of the licensing system and work underway under Project Woodland in terms of 
the review of the regulatory framework and of our business processes is aimed at helping us to 
achieve better and more responsive delivery. 

We do however need to address the broader issue of increasing the level of interest in plant-
ing. In 2021, for example, there were 502 afforestation licences issued. Those licences would 
have facilitated planting of over 4,200 ha but only 2,000 hectares were planted in 2021. This 
low conversion rate to planting is of concern and needs to change.  

We have written to applicants with unused licences to remind them that their licence is still 
valid and to encourage them to consider using them before their approval lapses.  It is important 
that positive messages around planting are communicated and this is the responsibility of all in 
the sector, especially those in direct contact with farmers and landowners. 

The introduction of an amendment to the Forestry Act 2014 to facilitate small scale tree 
planting without the need for a licence may appeal to certain landowners and will widen the 
options available for planting.

In addition to the above, through Project Woodland, my Department is currently preparing 
for comprehensive engagement and public consultation that will take place over the coming 
months on a shared national vision for the role of trees and forests and on the development of 
a new forest strategy. Significant progress has already been made. A national public attitudes 
survey on afforestation has been undertaken. Irish Rural Link have been engaging with com-
munities across Ireland. Bilateral engagements are ongoing with key stakeholders. There will 
also be an online public consultation facility available where stakeholders and the public can 
provide detailed written submissions regarding the new Vision and Forest Strategy. 

The new Forest Strategy will set out a clear plan of action that will align with our climate 
action commitments. The next Forestry Programme for the period 2023-2027 is currently being 
prepared and this will be the main implementation vehicle for the strategy. The role of trees and 
forests will play a vital role in meeting our climate action commitments and the Forestry Pro-
gramme will provide funding to encourage an increased uptake of a wide range of afforestation 
measures to meet this.

24/02/2022WRFF03500Forestry Sector

24/02/2022WRFF03600471. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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number of applicants or members of the REAP scheme who have applied for afforestation ap-
proval under his Department’s afforestation grant and premium scheme for January 2022; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10821/22]

24/02/2022WRFF03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Results-Based Environment Agri Pilot Programme (REAP) is designed to trial the results-based 
approach on a national basis and to test the upscaling potential of the model for inclusion in 
the next national agri-environment scheme to follow GLAS. REAP incentivises farmers to 
maintain and improve the environmental condition of their land while delivering an important 
financial support to farmers.

The programme will run to the end of 2022 and there are currently 3,740 participants in 
REAP, none of whom applied to afforest their land in January 2022

At applications stage, farmers could bring in between 2ha and 10ha of land with partnerships 
permitted to bring in up to 30ha.  Almost 32,000ha of land has been assessed and scored under 
the 2021 REAP programme to establish its environmental condition. Farmers will work with 
their advisers to undertake environmental improvement works on the land that can increase the 
environmental score in year two. REAP will focus on improving existing farm features rather 
than the creation of new features and habitats. Farms with higher environmental scores will 
receive larger payments.

While parcels brought into REAP may not be converted to forestry during the term of the 
REAP contract, afforestation is fully compatible with REAP. REAP participants are subject to 
a maximum land area of 10ha for individual farmers and 30ha for partnerships of three farm 
holdings. The average REAP area under management per participant is 8.4ha. It is important to 
note that REAP is not a whole-of-farm project and that afforestation opportunities continue to 
exist for REAP participants on parcels that have not been selected for the project.

24/02/2022WRFF03800Departmental Meetings

24/02/2022WRFF03900472. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of engagements, including online meetings, webinars, briefings and in-person meetings 
she or officials from her Department have had with the National Women’s Council of Ireland 
from 1 January 2019 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10583/22]

24/02/2022WRFF04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has had 24 direct engagements, from 1 January 2019 to date, with the National 
Women’s Council of Ireland. I have provided the details in the table.

DRCD Unit where Min-
ister of State/Department 
Unit’s Officials engaged 
with the National Wom-
en’s Council of Ireland.

Number of 
engagements 

Online meetings, 
webinars, briefings or 
in-person meetings

Context of engagement 

Minister of State’s Office 1 Online meeting, 11 No-
vember 2021 

Mr. Joe O’Brien T.D., Minister of 
State at the Department of Rural 
and Community Development met 
with representatives of the Na-
tional Women’s Council of Ireland. 
Minister O’Brien has also engaged 
with representatives of the Nation-
al Women’s Council of Ireland at 
wider gatherings/online events.
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DRCD Unit where Min-
ister of State/Department 
Unit’s Officials engaged 
with the National Wom-
en’s Council of Ireland.

Number of 
engagements 

Online meetings, 
webinars, briefings or 
in-person meetings

Context of engagement 

Community and Vol-
untary Supports and 
Programmes Unit

5 My officials have 
conducted five Bilateral 
meetings with the C&V 
Pillar membership since 
2019. This includes 
online meetings and in-
person meetings  

The National Women’s Council of 
Ireland is a member of the Com-
munity & Voluntary Social Pillar 
(‘the Pillar’). The Pillar is a seven-
teen member representative Body 
contributing to the social dialogue 
process.

Community and Vol-
untary   Supports and 
Programmes Unit

13 My officials have met 
with the PPN National 
Advisory Group 13 times 
since 2019.

One member of the National 
Women’s Council of Ireland sits on 
the Public Participation Network 
(PPN) National Advisory Group, 
representing the Community & 
Voluntary Social Pillar. 

Rural Strategy Unit 3 Online Briefing, 23 June 
2021

Members of the Rural Strategy 
Unit attended an online session, 
hosted by NWCI in June 2021, 
with the purpose of providing 
a briefing on Our Rural Future 
(Rural Development Policy 2021-
2025).

Rural Strategy Unit 2 Online Meetings June 
2021 - Ongoing

The Rural Strategy Unit agreed to 
support the NWCI hosting a Con-
ference (Women in Rural Commu-
nities) in 2022 and two follow-up 
online meetings have been held 
since then. Engagement is ongoing 
and we look forward to continue to 
work with the organization.

24/02/2022WRFF04100Rural Schemes

24/02/2022WRFF04200473. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of projects per municipal district area in County Cork that sought and were allocated 
funding under the local improvement scheme for 2020 and 2021, respectively; the amount of 
funding that was drawn down by Cork County Council in 2020 and 2021 under the scheme; 
the amount sought by Cork County Council under the 2022 local improvement scheme; when 
the allocations for the 2022 scheme will be announced; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10602/22]

24/02/2022WRFF04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) supports the improvement of rural roads and laneways that 
are not normally maintained by local authorities. As part of ‘Our Rural Future’, the Govern-
ment is committed to ensuring that the LIS is funded into the future. This reflects the important 
contribution which the scheme makes to connectivity in rural Ireland. 

The allocation of funding under the Local Improvement Scheme in 2020 was based on the 
physical area of each county, with a maximum and minimum ceiling applied.  In 2020 Cork 
received the maximum allocation of €900,000 and drew down a total of €896,693. 

The 2021 Scheme was launched in May with funding of €10.5 million and each county 
was provided with an additional €20,000 relative to their 2020 allocation.  On this basis, Cork 
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was allocated €920,000. This again represented the maximum level of funding available to any 
individual county.  

I was pleased to source additional funding during the year and allocated a further round of 
funding of €10.5 million to bring the total nationally under the scheme for 2021 to €21 million. 
This additional funding was allocated based on each local authority’s view as to their capacity 
to deliver improvement works by year-end. Cork County Council submitted a request for fund-
ing of €700,000 under this second tranche.  The second round of funding was over subscribed 
and consequently  each county was allocated just over 70% of the amount sought.

Cork County Council was awarded €492,738 under this second round, bringing the total 
allocation for 2021 in Cork to €1,412,738. The total funding drawn down by Cork in 2021 was 
€1,410,172, which included a small amount of their allocation that was not utilised in 2021 but 
which has been claimed and is being carried over into 2022.  Claims for recoupment are based 
on a county and not municipal district basis.

Finally, I was also pleased, as part of Budget 2022, to announce an increase in the base fund-
ing for LIS from €10.5 million in 2021 to €11 million this year. I expect to launch this year’s 
scheme in the coming weeks.

24/02/2022WRFF04400Island Communities

24/02/2022WRFF04500474. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
she will meet as a matter of urgency in the coming weeks with a delegation from Inis Meáin and 
with local representatives to discuss their concerns with the slow progress being made with the 
development of An Caladh Mór in view of the ongoing serious safety concerns and constraints 
with the present arrangements for landing cargo on the island and other constraints relating to 
passenger services and fishing boats; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10646/22]

24/02/2022WRFF04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Inis Meáin pier development is included in the National Development Plan.  As the Deputy will 
be aware, Galway County Council is the body responsible for development of stage three of the 
Caladh Mór pier development.  Users of the pier, including a number of State subsidised ferry 
operators, have highlighted issues with capacity within the harbour, as well as with currents 
around the mouth of the harbour.  

Officials from my Department and from Galway County Council met with the local com-
mittee from Inis Meáin on Friday 18th February to discuss the progress to date and to update 
them on the next steps of this development. Galway County Council provided a clear step by 
step guide of how this development will progress, along with estimated timelines for the current 
stage of the project. This involves a further marine survey that will feed into the development of 
a model simulation of the harbour by the National Marine College of Ireland.

The other issues raised by the Deputy were also discussed at the meeting.  It was agreed to 
convene a further meeting with the group in a number of months in order to update them on the 
progress of the project.

24/02/2022WRFF04650Seirbhísí Farantóireachta

24/02/2022WRFF04700475. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail an bh-
fuil i gceist aici go mbeidh coinníoll sa chéad chonradh farantóireachta paisinéirí eile chuig 
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Oileáin Árann go mbeidh deis nó gléas ann le boscaí agus málaí a iompar isteach agus amach 
as an mbád go sábhailte; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10657/22]

24/02/2022WRFF04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Tá 
obair ar siúl i mo Roinn faoi láthair leis na cáipéisí a bhaineann leis an bpróiseas soláthair le 
hathnuachan a dhéanamh ar an gconradh farantóireachta d’Oileáin Árainn a ullmhú.  

Mar is eol don Teachta, tá próiseas comhairliúcháin le pobal na n-oileán mar chuid lárnach 
den próiseas athnuachana sin agus tá plé déanta ag oifigigh mo Roinne cheanna féin le hion-
adaithe pobail Oileáin Árainn maidir leis an gconradh nua.

Is faoin gcomhlacht farantóireachta atá sé na socruithe cuí a dhéanamh maidir le málaí agus 
lastas éadrom a iompar go sábháilte isteach agus amach ón gcéibh agus níl sé i gceist go gcuir-
fear aon choinníoll sa chonradh nua maidir le gléas chun málaí a iompar a bheith curtha ar fáil. 

 Is cuid lárnach den phróiseas soláthair go mbíonn an Roinn ag lorg an tseirbhís farantói-
reachta is fearr agus is féidir do mhuintir na n-oileán agus spreagtar soláthróirí chuige sin sna 
cáipéisí soláthair. 


