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      Questions Nos. 1 to 19, inclusive, answered orally.

16/11/2021WRA00400National Risk Assessment

16/11/2021WRA0050020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the extent to which further potential 
risks have been identified in the context of the national risk assessment. [51253/21]

The Taoiseach: The National Risk Assessment provides an opportunity to identify and 
discuss significant risks that may arise for Ireland. Since it was first published in 2014, it has 
provided an overview of strategic risks and highlighted risks, such as Brexit, housing and pan-
demics. The process is designed to ensure a broad-based and inclusive debate on risks facing 
the country.

A new draft National Risk Assessment was published for consultation in July, and laid be-
fore the Oireachtas. It seeks to capture the impact of the pandemic, including how it has magni-
fied existing risks and the new risks it has introduced. It also suggests new or existing strategic 
risks. New or previous risks outlined in the draft that was published for consultation include 
economic scarring and digital exclusion, as well as the heightened risk to social cohesion given 
the uneven impact of the pandemic.

Work is well advanced on finalising the National Risk Assessment 2021/2022, which will 
be published in the coming weeks.  

Questions Nos. 21 to 23, inclusive, resubmitted.

16/11/2021WRA00800European Council

16/11/2021WRA0090024. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the extent to which progress was 
made at the most recent European Council meeting with particular reference to the most press-
ing issues. [52868/21]

The Taoiseach: I attended a meeting of the European Council on 21/22 October in Brussels.

The agenda covered COVID-19, energy prices, trade, external relations, migration and digi-
tal transformation. We also had a discussion on the rule of law in the European Union.

We discussed Covid-19, with a particular focus on vaccination rates across the EU, in the 
context of rising infection rates in some Member States and tackling disinformation in relation 
to the pandemic.  
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We also discussed the importance of the global roll out of vaccines and the central role of 
the World Health Organisation in global health governance.

On energy prices we discussed what we can do individually as Member States, and col-
lectively as EU, to mitigate the impact of recent price fluctuations on vulnerable citizens and 
businesses. We also considered medium and long-term measures to increase the EU’s energy 
resilience and green transition.

We also discussed digital issues including ongoing progress on the Digital Services Act and 
Digital Markets Act, ahead of the publication of a European Chips Act planned by the Com-
mission.

We discussed trade, including its coherence with the overall international perspective of the 
EU, and, of course, critically, the importance of trade to global economic recovery.

We discussed migration, including ongoing work to support countries of origin and transit.

We called on Turkey to implement fully the EU-Turkey Statement of 2016, including vis-à-
vis the Republic of Cyprus.   

We discussed also a new issue of enormous concern: the instrumentalisation of vulnerable 
migrants by the Lukashenko regime in Belarus.

We agreed conclusions on a number of important Summits – including COP15 on biodi-
versity; and COP26 Climate Summit, which I attended in Glasgow; the Asia Europe (ASEM) 
Summit, which I will participate in when it will be held virtually on 25/26 November; and the 
EU-Eastern Partnership Summit to be held in Brussels on 15 December.

Questions Nos. 25 to 28, inclusive, resubmitted.

16/11/2021WRA01200Northern Ireland

16/11/2021WRA0130029. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach when the shared island dialogue will 
hold its next meeting. [53398/21]

The Taoiseach: I launched the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster inclusive, construc-
tive civic dialogue on key issues for a shared future on the island, underpinned by the Good 
Friday Agreement.

Over the last year, there have been seven Dialogue events and two roundtable discussions. 
I participated in the first Dialogue event last November, hearing from young people on their 
perspectives for the future of the island.

Subsequent Dialogues have focused on Climate and Environment; Civil Society; Equal-
ity; Economic recovery; Health cooperation; and Education, with participation by Government 
Ministers.

More than 1,000 civic representatives have participated in the Dialogue series from across 
all regions, communities and traditions on the island.

The Dialogue series has proved really worthwhile and valuable from the Government’s 
perspective and from feedback received from participants.

Exciting projects are also emerging from these discussions such as the All-Island Women’s 
Forum that has been established by the National Women’s Council.



16 November 2021

3

I will be participating in a Shared Island event in December which will look at progress with 
our Shared Island initiative to date and further implementation next year.

As part of the approach, the Shared Island Dialogue series will continue next year, with 
early discussions to focus on Tourism and Sport.

The Shared Island unit in my Department is also considering how a next phase of dialogue 
is undertaken, including on hopefully being in a position to convene more in-person discussions 
next year.

Questions Nos. 30 to 38, inclusive, resubmitted.

16/11/2021WRA01600Office of the Attorney General

16/11/2021WRA0170039. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a full account of each and 
every private client of the Attorney General during their time in office since June 2020; and the 
extent to which the Attorney General acted on behalf of or advised the directors or shareholders 
of a company (details supplied). [53526/21]

The Taoiseach: The Attorney General was appointed in June 2020 in accordance with pro-
visions of Article 30 of the Constitution.  There were no special or exceptional arrangements 
applying in this regard.

While I have responsibility for answering questions on administrative matters connected 
with the Office of the Attorney General, I have no function in respect of the detail of the Attor-
ney General’s professional engagements outside of his role as Attorney General.

Prior to his appointment, the Attorney General informed me and I informed the other leaders 
of the parties in Government that he had a small number of existing litigation commitments that 
he considered he had a professional obligation to discharge.  It was agreed that he would do so.

The Attorney General’s involvement in these matters dates back to 2011 in one case and 
2017 in two others.  The first matter related to the State recapitalisation of Irish Permanent.  
The Attorney General was involved in one hearing in that matter in November 2020 and his 
involvement ceased at that time.  The second matter related to a commercial dispute and the At-
torney General’s involvement ceased in February 2021.  The final matter related to the Inspec-
tors investigation into certain matters relating to INM and involved a hearing on two Saturdays, 
18 and 25 September 2021.  The Attorney General’s involvement in that matter ceased on 25 
September.  He has no continuing private professional obligations.  I would note also that the 
Attorney General is bound by a duty of confidentiality to his clients.

Question No. 40 resubmitted.

16/11/2021WRA02000Commissions of Investigation

16/11/2021WRA0210041. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the number of commissions of investiga-
tion currently ongoing; the duration of each commission of investigation; the deadline for each 
commission of investigation; and the actual and projected cost of each commission of investi-
gation. [54098/21]

The Taoiseach: The only Commissions of Investigation for which I am the specified Min-
ister under the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 are the Irish Bank Resolution Corpora-
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tion Commission of Investigation and the National Asset Management Agency Commission of 
Investigation.  Both Commissions are fully independent.

The IBRC Commission of Investigation was established in June 2015 following consulta-
tion with Oireachtas parties.  It is investigating certain transactions, activities and management 
decisions at the IBRC and in its first module is investigating the Siteserv transaction.

Its original deadline was 31 December 2015 but following several requests from the Com-
mission, and after consultation with the opposition, its timeframe for reporting has been ex-
tended.  Most recently, in October this year, I granted a further request for an extension, this 
time until the end of March 2022.

From the time of its establishment to the end of October 2021 the Commission cost €10.75 
million approximately, excluding third party legal costs that have been incurred but not yet 
paid, which will be a matter for the Commission to determine at the end of its investigation.

In its Seventh Interim Report in February 2020, the Commission estimated that the final 
cost of the Siteserv investigation will be from €12 - €14.5 million.  This estimate assumed the 
investigation would be completed by the end of 2020, not end March 2022 as is now the case, 
and excluded costs or delays associated with possible judicial review hearings.

The Commission also acknowledged that it involved a substantial degree of uncertainty re-
garding the amount of costs actually recoverable by the parties before it and assumed its Legal 
Costs Guidelines are not successfully challenged.  

The Commission’s most recent Interim Report does not provide any update on the €12 - 
€14.5 million estimate but my Department has given its view on many occasions that the final 
cost is likely to significantly exceed the Commission’s estimate and could exceed €30m.  The 
recent further extension of its timeline, as well as the Commission’s acknowledgement of the 
possibility of court challenges, further supports my Department’s view.

The NAMA Commission was established in June 2017 following consultations with Op-
position parties to investigate the sale by NAMA of its Northern Ireland portfolio, known as 
Project Eagle.

Its original deadline for reporting was 31 June 2018 but following several requests from the 
Commission its timeframe for reporting has also been extended.   Most recently, in September 
2021, I granted a further request for an extension, this time until the end of December 2021.

From the time of its establishment to the end of October 2021, the Commission cost €3.75 
million approximately, excluding any third party legal costs incurred but not yet paid and which 
will be considered by the Commission at the end of its investigation.

The estimated cost for the Commission when it was established was €10 million approxi-
mately, excluding the cost of any litigation that may arise.  The Commission has not provided 
an updated estimate for the cost of its investigation but the expenditure incurred to date suggests 
it is unlikely to exceed the original estimate.

The Fennelly Commission is the only other Commission of Investigation for which the 
Taoiseach was the specified Minister in the past decade.  Its work related to certain allegations 
made by Garda Maurice McCabe and its final report was completed in March 2017.  The total 
cost of the Commission was €3,528,658.

Question No. 42 resubmitted.
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16/11/2021WRA02400Brexit Issues

16/11/2021WRA0250043. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his most recent dia-
logues with the Government and President of the United States of America providing an update 
on the Northern Ireland protocol. [54347/21]

The Taoiseach: I keep in close contact with the President of the United States. I most re-
cently spoke to him by phone on 14 November.  I also had the opportunity to speak to him in 
person in the margins of the World Leaders’ Summit at COP26, when he reaffirmed his full 
commitment to protecting the Good Friday Agreement and I expressed my appreciation for the 
strong position he has taken in that regard. 

16/11/2021WRA02700Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

16/11/2021WRA0280044. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 
COP26 United Nations climate change conference. [54388/21]

     16/11/2021WRA0310045. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 
recent COP 26 United Nations climate change conference. [54391/21]

     16/11/2021WRA0350048. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the measures he will take to achieve 
the aspirations arising from discussions at the COP 26 United Nations climate change confer-
ence. [54701/21]

     The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 44, 45 and 48 together.

     I participated in the World Leaders Summit at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of 
the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on 1-2 November.
 
     At the Action and Solidarity round-table discussion for leaders on 1 November, I expressed 
Ireland’s strong commitment to global action to deliver on the goals of the Paris Agreement 
and keep global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees centigrade.

     On 2 November, I delivered Ireland’s National Statement to the plenary session, taking the 
opportunity to reiterate our climate ambition, and our commitment to supporting small island 
developing states and least developed countries, many of whom are very vulnerable to climate 
change. I announced that Ireland is more than doubling its climate finance contribution to at 
least €225m a year by 2025.

     The Conference provided an opportunity to engage with many of my fellow leaders from 
around the world. I had formal bilateral meetings with the Australian Prime Minister, Scott 
Morrison, and with Fijian Prime Minister, Josaia (Frank) Bainimarama.  Over the course of 
the Summit, I also had informal meetings and exchanges with the US President, the Prime 
Ministers of Iceland, India, Israel, Norway, Palau, Vietnam, and many of my EU colleagues 
including Presidents Michel and von der Leyen.

      I also spoke with Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, as well as First Minister Paul 
Givan and deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill.

     During my visit, I also met a delegation of researchers and students from UCC, members 
of the Dingle Sustainable Energy Community, and youth delegates from Ethiopia and Burkina 
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Faso, whose attendance at COP26 is supported by Irish Aid.

Questions Nos. 46 and 47 resubmitted.

Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 44.

Questions Nos. 49 to 51, inclusive, resubmitted.

16/11/2021WRA03800Cabinet Committees

16/11/2021WRA0390052. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on health will 
next meet. [54390/21]

The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Health last met on Monday 8th November. It is 
intended that it will meet again shortly.

Questions Nos. 53 to 61, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 62 to 74, inclusive, answered orally.

16/11/2021WRA04300Flexible Work Practices

16/11/2021WRA0440075. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
provide more access to remote working within the public sector; the status of negotiations with 
trade unions regarding the development of an agreed framework on remote working in the civil 
and public service into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54951/21]

16/11/2021WRA04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): You will be 
aware that the Government has committed in the Programme for Government to mandating 
public sector employers to move to 20% home and remote working.   

In July, 2021, the Government approved a Policy Statement on Blended Working in the Civil 
Service.    The Policy Statement commits the Civil Service to implementing a policy of blended 
working for the future that can provide flexibility to both employees and their employers in a 
manner that supports the continued delivery of high quality services to Government, the public 
and business while providing employees, where appropriate, with choice and opportunity.  

Remote working in the Civil Service, post pandemic, will be facilitated on a blended ba-
sis.  In this context, Officials in my Department have also been working with, and continue to 
work with employers across the Civil and Public Service to develop a Blended Working Policy 
Framework for the Civil Service with the aim of achieving the 20% target.  

This Framework focuses on the longer-term approach to remote working in the sector and 
will assist in providing a consistent approach across the wider public sector.  The Framework 
will be finalised over the coming weeks, following engagement with employee representatives. 
When this engagement has concluded and the Framework is agreed with the Civil Service 
Management Board, it will be rolled out to all civil service organisations. The Framework will 
inform the development of organisational blended working policies, which will be tailored to 
meet the specific requirements of each Department/Office. 

Negotiations, on the Blended Working Policy Framework for the Civil Service, commenced 
with the employee representatives in September and the discussions are ongoing.
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16/11/2021WRB00200Proposed Legislation

16/11/2021WRB0030076. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he 
plans to publish legislation to amend the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [54953/21]

16/11/2021WRB00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty is aware, the Taoiseach announced a review of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 (the 
Act) in September 2020. My Department’s comprehensive review of the Act concluded in early 
summer 2021 and the Government approved the preparation of the heads of a General Scheme 
to amend the Act in July.  

The Heads are close to finalisation and will be brought to Government for consideration. 
Government approval will be sought for publication of the General Scheme and priority draft-
ing. 

My Department is in the process of early constructive engagement with the Office of the 
Attorney General to identify and mitigate legal issues which may arise in amending legislation 
in this complex policy area.

The proposals to amend the Act will build on the existing strong legislative foundation and 
further strengthen Ireland’s lobbying laws. In particular, the purpose of the amendments will 
be to:

- Improve the operation and functionality of the Lobbying Register;

- Strengthen the existing legislation and its enforcement; and

- Make failure to comply with the post-term employment restrictions set out in section 22 of 
the Act a relevant contravention under the Act.

16/11/2021WRB00500An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRB0060077. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of unoccupied Garda stations in counties Longford and Westmeath that are owned by the 
State; the future plans for each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55388/21]

16/11/2021WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the former Garda 
stations in Ardagh and Ballinalee County Longford are vacant. There are no vacant former 
Garda stations in Co. Westmeath.

In May of this year, my officials wrote to 12 local authorities advising them of the Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme funding that is available from the Department of Community and 
Rural Development.  Following this communication, Longford Co. Council expressed an inter-
est in acquiring the former Garda station in Ballinalee. 

As there is no State interest in the former Garda station in Ardagh it is planned to dispose of 
the property by public auction in 2022. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the Office of Public Works (OPW) manages and maintains a 
substantial and complex estate - approximately 2,500 properties -– valued at around €3.3 bil-
lion.
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It is a diverse portfolio that includes office accommodation for all Government Depart-
ments, the property estate for An Garda Síochána and numerous properties for many State 
Agencies.  The portfolio also houses specialised spaces such as public offices, laboratories, 
cultural institutions, warehouses, heritage properties, visitor centres and sites.

In any major portfolio, there will always be a certain level of vacant properties.  Not all va-
cant properties are deemed surplus to the State’s requirements or deemed suitable for disposal. 

The OPW, like other State bodies, is obliged to follow central Government policies and 
protocols on the disposal of surplus properties. 

As a matter of policy, no property or site is disposed of until there is absolute certainty that 
there is no alternative State use for that property. 

The OPW’s approach to managing vacant properties is firstly, to establish if the property 
is needed for alternative State use; if it can be re-purposed for Government Departments or the 
wider public service. 

A number of strategic properties or sites are retained in case of future State use or develop-
ment.  We have to be in a position to meet demands arising from Government policy changes 
to public service provision. 

Secondly, if no State use is identified, the OPW considers open market disposal – depend-
ing on market conditions. 

Thirdly, we may consider community involvement, depending on a detailed submission 
showing that a community or voluntary group can insure, maintain and manage the property. 

The Office of Public Works (OPW) has had a disposal programme in place for many years, 
which is a normal part of managing any large property portfolio.  In 2014, there were almost 
240 vacant surplus properties, including the 139 closed stations.

Since 2014, the number of vacant and surplus properties reduced to 102 properties.  This 
reduction includes 125 income generating disposals - generating income in excess of €22mil-
lion for the Exchequer.  Included in the remaining 102 surplus properties is 37 of the 139 Garda 
stations that were closed in 2012 and 2013.  The disposal programme for these specific prop-
erties began in January 2014, but was delayed because of a request from An Garda Síochána 
(AGS) in 2016 to postpone further disposals while two policing reviews were undertaken.  The 
Reviews by AGS were completed in December 2018 and the OPW restarted the disposal pro-
cess in January 2019.  The programme of disposals was further interrupted by Covid-related 
lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, though the OPW progressed a number of transfers or disposals 
where it was feasible. 

16/11/2021WRB00800National Parks

16/11/2021WRB0090078. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason that generator-powered mobile floodlights have been installed in the Phoenix Park given 
the refusal by the OPW to upgrade lights on Chesterfield Avenue to accommodate walkers 
and cyclists on the grounds of light pollution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54119/21]

16/11/2021WRB0100090. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to restore and open the public toilets on the west side of Infirmary Road, Dublin 7 ad-
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joining the Phoenix Park and beside the entrance off the North Circular Road, in line with the 
restoration of the Magazine Fort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54118/21]

16/11/2021WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 78 and 90 together.

The Phoenix Park is a historic landscape of international importance and one of the larg-
est designed landscapes in any European city. The Park extends to 1752 acres and represents a 
unique natural and cultural landscape that is both a historic park and a city park and which pro-
vides a setting for a range of activities and amenities. The location, size and use of The Phoenix 
Park can be compared to similar large urban parks in other cities, including Regent’s Park in 
London, the Bois de Boulogne in Paris and Central Park in New York.

The Park is a complex place comprising many components that serve a variety of functions. 
It is often referred to as Dublin’s ‘Green Lung’ as it offers citizens and visitors an extraordinary 
opportunity to engage with nature and the outdoors right in the heart of our capital city.

The Office of Public Works, together with its strategic partners Fáilte Ireland and the then 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, commissioned an independent strategic re-
view of the visitor experience in the Phoenix Park in 2018. Following extensive public consul-
tation in late 2019, a number of key visitor priorities were finalised including the conservation 
of the Magazine Fort, the upgrade of the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre along with sustainable 
transport and mobility recommendations for implementation. In all over seventeen significant 
visitor experience actions were identified. 

Investment for the enhancement of the Phoenix Park as a heritage destination under the 
National Development Plan will facilitate the implementation of the agreed priorities identified 
in the Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review.  To this end, the planning application 
for the restoration and improvement of visitor facilities at the Magazine Fort was lodged with 
Dublin City Council on the 5th of November this year. This will include provision of new toilet 
facilities at that location. Upgrades to the toilet facilities at the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre are 
currently being undertaken and these will be re-open to the public in late December 2021.

With regard to the toilet facilities located on Infirmary Road, that the Deputy is referring to, 
these have not been in use for over 15 years and when in use, Dublin City Council employed a 
caretaker who opened/ closed and maintained the toilets. Unfortunately, the toilets were subject 
to considerable anti-social behaviour and arson. This led to the decision by DCC to close them 
to the public. The premises is currently in poor condition. The restoration of the closed public 
toilets on Infirmary Road was not identified as a priority in the visitor experience review or 
through the detailed public consultation that followed. Therefore, they have not been prioritised 
for upgrade in the short to medium term.

I can advise that there are several toilet facilities located within the Park and these are all 
open during daylight hours where cleaning staff provide passive surveillance and security. The 
provision of toilet facilities in the Park is kept under continuous review. 

In respect of the provision of temporary public lighting; The Phoenix Park is a key location 
for a range of national and local events presented by internal stakeholders such as Dublin Zoo 
and third parties including charities, semi state bodies and concert promoters. This is a signifi-
cant aspect of the Parks operations with in the region of 550,000 people taking part in major 
road races, pitch sports and attending large public events such as Concerts & Bloom in the Park.  
(Pre-Covid).

Dublin Zoo attracts 1.2 million visitors annually to the Park.  The hugely successful ‘Wild 
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Lights’ event attracted 214,000 ticketed visitors over 47 nights in 2019. The income generated 
from this event is essential to support Dublin Zoo’s year round operations.  The mobile lighting 
that the Deputy is referring to, close to Dublin Zoo on Chesterfield Avenue, has been erected on 
a temporary basis and specifically for patrons visiting Dublin Zoo’s “Wild Lights” event, which 
runs for 57 days from 28th October 2021 – 9th January 2022.  These temporary lights allow 
for the safe ingress/egress during darkness for members of the public, including children, the 
elderly and people with disabilities, who will be visiting this event at the Zoo. The temporary 
lights are powered by HVO - hydro-treated vegetable oil - which is a direct replacement for 
diesel, is 90 % cleaner than burning diesel, is carbon neutral and renewable.

The Deputy will note that in order to facilitate the significant increase of pedestrian users 
during the pandemic, the 8km bicycle lanes along Chesterfield Avenue, were converted to a 
pedestrian footpath which had the added bonus, of increased lighting level for pedestrians who 
walk in this area at night due to this paths closer proximity to the gas light standards. Pedestrian 
are no longer restricted to the low light areas behind the mature trees on Chesterfield Avenue but 
rather can now walk adjacent to the lights for the entire length of the Avenue.

The Phoenix Park is one of the few remaining public areas in Europe that still relies on gas 
for public lighting. The decision to preserve this unique system was made to support the con-
servation of the historic fabric of the Park and to retain low levels of light pollution, so that the 
Park can remain one of the few locations in Dublin where star gazing is possible. Gas was first 
introduced into the Park in 1859 by the Hibernian Gas Company and is a major visual element 
in the Park’s landscape. 

The conservation and preservation of these features along with the architecture, built en-
vironment, archaeology, biodiversity and landscape are key objectives in the Phoenix Park 
Conservation Management Plan 2011.  The Phoenix Park has over 25 different types of habitats 
and support over 50% of the mammals and 40% of bird species found in Ireland. The Park was 
designed as a Deer Park in 1662 and is still maintained as one, to support over 600 wild Fallow 
Deer. The deer graze and feed across all areas of the park and the installation of additional artifi-
cial lights throughout the Park will affect their movements across their various habitats at night. 

There is a specific objective (SO 8.9) in the Phoenix Park Conservation Management Plan 
under Architecture and the Built Environment “to maintain the current lighting levels within 
the Park so as to minimise the levels of light pollution” and therefore the OPW has no plans to 
install additional lights within the Phoenix Park, other than the traditional gas lights.

Furthermore, recent studies are now highlighting the impact that artificial lighting is having 
on nocturnal pollination species and this in turn is having negative consequences for plant pol-
lination, worldwide.

16/11/2021WRB01200National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0130079. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form if he will provide an overview of NSO 8 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55859/21]

16/11/2021WRB01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): At the outset 
it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP Review, 
does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is primarily 
a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

With that point noted, I would be glad to give a summary of the NSO 8 which seeks the 
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Transition to a Climate-Neutral and Climate-Resilient Society. The next ten years are critical in 
order to address the climate crisis and we have significantly stepped up our climate ambition by 
committing to reduce our overall greenhouse gas emissions by 51% by 2030, and to achieving 
net zero emissions by 2050.

This is set out in the new Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 
2021. Under the new legislation, the Climate Action Plan must be updated every year so that 
our actions keep step with the trajectory required to achieve our targets.

The sectoral strategies for flood risk management are outlined in the Government’s Climate 
Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan for Flood Risk Management. These strategies play a critical 
role in identifying the goals and priorities for the sector and are therefore critical in informing 
the investment projects set out in the NDP.

Over the period out to 2030 an additional €5 billion of the expected €9.5 billion in additional 
carbon tax receipts will be invested in energy efficiency. In terms of strategic investment priori-
ties for the energy sector, this includes supporting the delivery of offshore renewable energy, 
retrofitting of 500,000 homes, and the installation of 600,000 heat pumps. Specific projects 
include the Celtic Interconnector, which will be, when completed in 2026, Ireland’s largest 
electricity interconnector. Strategic investment priorities for Transport include the transition to 
a low or zero emissions public bus fleet, an additional 500,000 sustainable journeys per day and 
nearly one million electric vehicles on the road by 2030. In addition, there are a wide range of 
major flood risk management projects planned throughout the country, for example the Lower 
Lee flood relief scheme. 

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details on projects, by NSO, can be found 
on the investment tracker on gov.ie/2040.

16/11/2021WRB01500National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0160080. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the prog-
ress that has been made on initiatives to improve the delivery of capital investment projects and 
to achieve greater value for money as set out in the national development plan. [55837/21]

16/11/2021WRB01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Delivering 
greater value for money in the expenditure of public funds is a key element of all public invest-
ment policy. 

The update of the Public Spending Code in 2019 combined with lessons learned from do-
mestic projects and international best practice highlighted the need for more structured scrutiny 
of major public investment projects, particularly in the areas of planned delivery, costings and 
risk. This is to ensure that Government is making decisions with a full picture of the proposal, 
its costs, risks and benefits.

The revised National Development Plan (NDP) 2021-2030 pledges to restructure the over-
sight and implementation of capital projects to strengthen scrutiny of major public investment 
proposals and to drive improved project performance and value for money.

In order to achieve this, my Department has put in place an External Assurance Process 
(EAP) to provide independent project scrutiny at key decision stages. It is a mandatory require-
ment for all funding departments to participate in the process for major projects over €100m. 
My Department has established a framework of suitable suppliers who can provide a range of 
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independent specialist expertise, to conduct reviews at critical points in the decision-making 
and project development stages. This framework is in place and will be utilised once projects 
over €100m reach the key decision gates for Government approval.

The purpose of the EAP is to improve value for money and support funding departments 
and Government with expert insight relating to project risks, delivery feasibility, and robustness 
of costings, governance and procurement.  The EAP for major public capital projects (projects 
which cost in excess of €100m) will focus on issues such as cost, risk and ability to deliver, at 
two key points in the project lifecycle, Decision Gate 1 (Approval in Principle) and Decision 
Gate 2 (Pre-Tender Approval). 

To support the External Assurance Process a new Major Projects Advisory Group (MPAG) 
has been established to further strengthen project management. As a prerequisite to seeking 
Government approval for projects at the relevant decision gates, project proposals and external 
reviews will be scrutinised by the MPAG in advance of the decision to proceed. The new ar-
rangements bring Ireland into line with leading international performers and meet a recommen-
dation of the IMF’s Public Investment Management Assessment of Ireland.

These updates are due to be actioned imminently within November 2021 and have been 
discussed at Government in recent weeks.

16/11/2021WRB01800Public Spending Code

16/11/2021WRB0190081. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
methodology to ensure that public capital projects and public procurement avail of every op-
portunity to minimise carbon footprint and avail of opportunities for sequestration of carbon; 
and if he is planning to put in place a reporting format to ensure that it will happen. [55586/21]

16/11/2021WRB02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My Depart-
ment has already introduced a range of measures which consider the climate and environmental 
impact of public capital projects at key points in the development of those projects.  

The recent NDP Review included an assessment of the impact that each of the Exchequer-
funded measures contained in the NDP is likely to have on climate and environmental outcomes.

The Public Spending Code requires every public investment project with a value above €20 
million to conduct a full analysis on all the potential costs and benefits associated with that 
project - including a quantitative assessment of the net impact on greenhouse gas emissions the 
proposal will have.

As projects proceed to detailed design and construction stages both operational and embod-
ied carbon must be considered when determining the carbon footprint of a construction project.  
For the majority of building projects the operational carbon emitted will eclipse the embodied 
carbon in the construction phase. The Building Regulations require all new buildings to achieve 
a near zero energy rating.

Determining the embodied carbon of a building project is a complex, iterative process re-
peated at key stages in the project’s development.   It must take into account all of the materials 
used in the construction phase, where they are sourced, how often they will be replaced over the 
lifetime of the building and their potential for re-use or re-cycling.

The analysis must also consider materials that have a high embodied carbon footprint but 
which can significantly reduce the operational carbon emissions over the life-cycle of the build-
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ing.  The means to measure and verify embodied carbon in a consistent fashion is, therefore, 
a key dependency which has been identified in Actions 190 - 192 of the recently published 
Climate Action Plan.

Once developed, these metrics will enable project teams to set appropriate carbon targets 
for individual projects, to verify they are being met and reward those proposals which can 
improve on those targets.  The Office of Government Procurement is contributing to the work 
that is ongoing to develop these metrics so they may be deployed throughout the Capital Works 
Management Framework.

16/11/2021WRB02100Office of Public Works

16/11/2021WRB0220082. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform the status of the Office of Public Works project at Carlow Castle due to  have been com-
pleted in October 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55825/21]

16/11/2021WRB02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am delighted to advise that essential works at Carlow Castle have been 
completed and the site is available to the public since 29th October 2021.

There was a need to put some localised fencing in place to keep visitors at a distance from 
the face of certain walls within the castle complex. These areas were highlighted as potential 
hazards during the recent work and until further structural investigations and assessments can 
be made, these fences will stay in place.  However, with the current arrangement in place, the 
public can still view the castle from all sides, making sure that a visit to the Castle is as com-
plete as possible.  

16/11/2021WRB02400National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0250083. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the way 
the revised national development plan will enhance regional accessibility; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55753/21]

16/11/2021WRB02600102. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an overview of NSO 2 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55752/21]

16/11/2021WRB02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 83 and 102 together.

Again at the outset it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coor-
dinating the NDP Review, does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy 
strategies as this is primarily a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

With that point noted, I would be glad to give the Deputy an overview of the NSO 2 which 
is the delivery of enhanced regional connectivity. This National Strategic Outcome seeks to en-
hance intra-regional accessibility through improving transport links between key urban centres 
of population and their respective regions, as well as improving transport links between the 
regions themselves.

The relevant sectoral strategies include a new Sustainable Mobility Policy which is being 
developed by The Department of Transport as well as the forthcoming National Investment 
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Framework for Transport in Ireland (NIFTI) which will set out the prioritisation for future in-
vestment in the land transport network to support the delivery of the National Planning Frame-
work.

The Government is firmly committed to encouraging the use of walking, cycling and other 
active travel methods, and this has been signalled by the recent increase in the active travel 
budget, for example the continued rollout of the successful and popular Greenways programme 
throughout the country.  

Investment in the regional and commuter bus fleet will continue with the purchase of up to 
400 new vehicles. A Strategic Rail Review has recently been launched which will examine all 
aspects of the inter-urban and inter-regional rail network including decarbonising the railway, 
and the feasibility of higher speeds and increased capacity.

Under the new NDP, the National Roads programme will continue to provide for improved 
connectivity across the years 2021-2030. Accordingly, there will be significant investment in 
the national road network across the next 10 years. 

A total of 31 specific national road projects were identified as priorities in the NDP, for 
example the N/M20 Cork to Limerick. This is not an exhaustive list and these projects will 
progress through the relevant approval processes at different speeds depending on the particu-
lar nature of the projects. Funding from within the available budget will then be provided as 
necessary. 

The recent completion of the new N4 Upgrade to Sligo provides a great example of the kind 
of road investment being delivered under Project Ireland 2040.

16/11/2021WRB02800Flood Risk Management

16/11/2021WRB0290084. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
flooding projects to be undertaken by the Office of Public Works in County Cork for 2022; the 
estimated cost of same; the drainage projects to be undertaken by Cork County Council with 
financial assistance from the Office of Public Works; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55912/21]

16/11/2021WRB03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Government has allowed for €1 billion of capital investment in Flood 
Risk Management to 2030 as part of the National Development Plan.  This allocation is to allow 
the OPW, in collaboration with Local Authority Delivery Partners, to continue implementation 
of its comprehensive programme of investment in flood relief schemes nationally.  The Office 
of Public Works has planned significant expenditure for flood relief works in County Cork as 
part of the NDP.  The projects in County Cork to be undertaken in 2022 are included in this 
expenditure profile.  

I wish to advise the Deputy of the schemes to be undertaken in County Cork in 2022: 

Bantry Flood Relief Scheme

A Steering Group, comprising representatives from the Office of Public Works and Cork 
County Council, is in place to progress the Bantry Flood Relief Scheme.  The Plans, with out-
line design of possible measures, estimated a preliminary Total Project Cost of €6.7m for the 
scheme, which will protect some 198 properties.  Cork County Council issued the tender docu-
mentation for the procurement of Engineering Consultants. The Tender Evaluation and Sign Off 
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Process for the appointment of a Consultant to undertake the Engineering and Environmental 
Consultancy Services for the delivery of the Bantry Flood Relief Scheme is almost completed, 
and it is expected that the preferred tenderer will be notified in the coming weeks. 

Douglas Flood Relief 

The Douglas flood relief scheme (incl Togher culvert) is being progressed by Cork County 
Council and Cork City Council (following boundary extension). In November 2017 planning 
approval was given by An Bord Pleanála for the Douglas (incl Togher culvert) scheme.  The 
scheme is being delivered in 3 Phases. Construction of the scheme commenced in 2019, with 
the first two phases now substantially complete. The construction contract was awarded for the 
final phase, Phase 3 - Togher Main works in Summer 2021 with the scheme now at construc-
tion. The total project budget for the scheme is €28m which will protect 231 properties. The 
programme of works for Phase 3 is 16 months. 

 Glashaboy Flood  Relief Scheme

The Glashaboy River Flood Relief Scheme at Glanmire / Sallybrook, Cork is being pro-
gressed by Cork City Council. This scheme was confirmed on 18th January 2021 by the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The scheme will provide protection to 103 properties 
with an estimated total project budget of €17.8m. Cork City Council as the Contracting Author-
ity for the project will appoint the civil works contractor.  Tenders for the above scheme were 
invited by Cork City Council on E-tenders on 30th September 2021 with the closing date for 
receipt of tenders of 22nd   December 2021. The construction works are expected to be com-
pleted within 18-24 months. Following tenders being received, the tender assessment will be 
completed with a view of construction beginning in Q1 2022. 

 Midleton Flood Relief Scheme

The Midleton flood relief scheme with an estimated cost of €50m is currently in the final 
stages of the Scheme Development stage. The next Public Participation Day is to be scheduled 
for Q2 2022. A Scheme Climate Change Adaptation Plan is being included in the scheme to aid 
in current and future options. 

 Ballyvourney/Ballymakeera Flood Relief Scheme

The Ballyvourney/Ballymakeera flood relief scheme is currently at outline design stage. 
The preferred option is being progressed with a view to finalising in the coming months. The 
Project Team is currently assessing the potential impact of any proposed flood relief measures 
in the respect of notable environmental and fisheries’ sensitivities in the Ballymakeera Study 
Area, and engaging with the Project’s Environmental Consultants in order to ensure that suit-
able mitigation requirements are implemented, and appropriate processes to comply with statu-
tory provisions are followed.  It is anticipated that the scheme can progress to Public Exhibition 
within the coming months. The estimated project budget for the scheme is €17.9m.

Skibbereen Flood Relief

The Skibbereen Flood Relief Scheme was substantially completed on 6th June 2019.   All 
known defects arising from the construction have been remedied, with some delays as a result 
of Covid-19. 

Some drainage works on Cork Road, which fall outside the remit of the main Scheme, 
have subsequently been identified as being necessary.  Detailed assessments are currently being 
progressed by Cork County Council in conjunction with the OPW and Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), to identify the most effective solution. The OPW is providing some funding under 
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the Minor Works & Flood Mitigation Scheme towards these works.   

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that in 2021 Cork County Council has been notified that 
funding has been approved for the following applications submitted under the OPW Minor 
Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection scheme.  Progression of these works is a matter 
for Cork County Council.

- Area Applications Funding
Cork County 
Council   

Garranachole                                                                
Castletownroche           

Installation of gully trap and perforated drainage 
pipes and associated works   

 €22,500   

Cork County 
Council   

 Garranachole                                                                
Castletownroche           

Installation of gully trap and perforate drainage pipes 
and associated works   

 €22,500   

Cork County 
Council

Pilmore Sluice                                                                                   
Youghal

Repair /replacement of sluice gate & associated 
works

€34,392

Cork County 
Council

Crookstown Storm water pumping station, new drainage pipes 
and associated works

€297,027

Cork County 
Council

Lower Adamstown                                                                          
Ballinhassig

Replace culvert under R613 with a Section 50 com-
pliant culvert

€40,000

Cork County 
Council

Bantry interim works Works- mobile pumps, sump chambers, sealing gul-
lies,  non-return valves, large sandbags and associ-
ated works

€101,578

16/11/2021WRB03100Freedom of Information

16/11/2021WRB0320085. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress on the review of the Freedom of Information Acts; the number of FOI requests across 
State agencies for each year since 2015; the number of requests fully and partially granted; and 
the number disallowed. [55670/21]

16/11/2021WRB03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I would like 
to thank the Deputy for his interest in this important topic and for allowing me this opportunity 
to update the House on the progress of my Department’s review of the Freedom of Information 
Act.

In recent weeks I have published a roadmap for the review, setting out the various steps 
and timeframes for the process.  In brief, this includes a public consultation on the scope of the 
review, the publication early in the new year of a consultation paper informed by stakeholders’ 
views on the themes to be addressed and a full consultation in which my Department will seek 
detailed submissions on the issues.  

In addition, my Department is developing a customer satisfaction survey to gauge percep-
tions of the FOI process, as well as a methodology for estimating the administrative burden and 
cost of the FOI system.  As the review progresses, these key information gathering activities 
will be supplemented by a desk-based review of international best practices, interviews, focus 
groups, regional events and other activities as required.

This is a ambitious programme of work in the interests of a careful and thorough review of 
the FOI system.  The review will conclude with a report and recommendations, which is sched-
uled for mid-2022.

I want to encourage all stakeholders to get involved in this important review, from the public 
sector to the media, academia, activists and interest groups, as well as individual requesters.

In line with this approach, my Department last week launched the initial public consultation 
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on the scope of the review.  The consultation includes a convenient online web form through 
which individuals can have their say, as well as submissions from public bodies, advocacy and 
other representative groups.

This has received a very positive response to date, with more than 200 responses received 
within 24 hours of launch, and a steady stream of further submissions since then.  The consulta-
tion will remain open until 17th December.

In relation to the second part of the Deputy’s question, a table is included below setting 
out the total number of requests, the numbers granted in full, in part, refused and the numbers 
transferred, withdrawn or handled outside the FOI system.

In general terms, the Freedom of Information Act means that any record held by an FOI 
body relating to its business can in principle be requested. The legislation also contains exemp-
tion provisions  which allow a record to be redacted or refused in full where, for example, it 
contains the personal information or commercially sensitive information of third parties. This 
is decided on a case by case basis having regard to the specific record concerned.

Please note that an outright “disallowance” of a request is not a feature of the FOI system.  
The legislation does place certain obligations on requesters to state their request clearly and in a 
way that allows public bodies to identify relevant records by carrying out reasonable searches.  
This is a necessary safeguard to ensure the best possible outcomes for all concerned, particu-
larly the requester, and to ensure a reasonably efficient use of state resources.

However, if a person who wishes to make an FOI request does not state clearly what they 
are looking for, that is not the end of the matter.  From there, the public body is obliged by law 
to assist or offer to assist the requester in making their request.  It is often the case that a request 
that was initially found to be invalid is framed appropriately with the assistance of the public 
body concerned and then processed in the normal way.

In other cases, a request may be made to a body that holds no relevant records, but that may 
be aware of another body that may have material of interest to the requester.  The legislation re-
quires that the request is transferred to the relevant body in such cases, which amount to roughly 
2% of cases in most years.

It may happen that a person makes an FOI request seeking to achieve something that FOI 
cannot do, for example in order to make a complaint or to appeal against a decision.  In such 
cases, they may withdraw their request once the body directs them to a more appropriate mech-
anism to meet their needs.  

In some cases, a public body may direct a person to publicly available information or pro-
vide them with information without the need for a formal decision.  This quicker and less bu-
reaucratic approach of where possible handling issues outside of FOI to facilitate the access to 
information in the shortest possible time and with a minimum of fuss is encouraged as a matter 
of policy.  In most years, around 8% of requests are withdrawn or handled outside of FOI.

The Deputy will see that the outcomes of FOI requests over the past six years has remained 
remarkably consistent, with more than four out of every five requests decided on by public bod-
ies through the formal FOI process granted in full or in part.

Year Total Requests 
Dealt With

Granted in full Granted in part Refused Transferred, withdrawn or 
handled outside FOI

2015 26,886 14,695 6,153 3,177 2,841
2016 29,736 15,073 6,665 4,008 3,990
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Year Total Requests 
Dealt With

Granted in full Granted in part Refused Transferred, withdrawn or 
handled outside FOI

2017 32,815 16,704 7,638 4,826 3,647
2018 35,669 17,152 8,901 5,497 4,119
2019 41,176 19,510 10,805 6,093 4,768
2020 32,652 15,067 8,271 5,399 3,915

16/11/2021WRB03400An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRB0350086. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform if a contract for works on Leighlinbridge Garda station has been initiated; the date 
when the rural station in County Carlow will be reopened; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55826/21]

16/11/2021WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): A Programme for Government included for a ‘pilot programme of station 
re-openings’ throughout the country, including Leighlinbridge Garda Station. 

Tenders for the refurbishment works were issued to contractors in July and submissions 
returned in August 2021.

The evaluation of tenders submitted is now complete.  This matter is the subject of ongoing 
discussion between An Garda Síochána and the Office of Public Works. AsAn Garda Síochána 
are funding this project, the Office of Public Works awaits approval from An Garda Síochána to 
proceed with the award of contract.

The programme for the completion of the refurbishment works is approximately three 
months. 

16/11/2021WRB03700National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0380087. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an overview of NSO 10 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55879/21]

16/11/2021WRB03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): At the outset 
it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP Review, 
does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is primarily 
a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

However I am glad to give the Deputy an overview of the NSO 10: Access to Quality Child-
care, Education and Health Services. Whilst this NDP provides public investment in education 
and health infrastructure, the estimated population growth of one million and Ireland’s chang-
ing demographic profile will present a significant challenge, especially in the area of health. 

Some relevant sectoral strategies in this area are the First 5 strategy in childcare, the schools 
Large Scale Projects Programme and Additional Accommodation Programme, as well as the 
Sláintecare Implementation Strategy. These strategies play a critical role in identifying the 
goals and priorities for this NSO and are therefore critical in informing the investment projects 
set out in the NDP and meeting demographic demands.

Under the new NDP this Government will deliver an average of 150 to 200 school building 
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projects every single year over the period 2021 to 2025 to provide necessary additional capacity 
and support the modernisation of existing school facilities including as much as possible future 
proofing from a climate action perspective. 

Investment priorities in Health include the implementation of critical infrastructure around 
eHealth and ICT, the Primary Care Centre construction programme, the Disability capital pro-
gramme focusing on a move towards de-congregated settings, the Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Service expansion programme and the advancement of a range of priority projects set 
out in further health strategies. The second Paediatric Outpatient Department and Urgent Care 
Centre at Tallaght Hospital is expected to open in mid-November 2021. The NCH at St. James’s 
is expected to complete construction at the end of 2023.

Large scale grants will be used to piloting initiatives such as Family and Early Childhood 
Centres, outdoor Early Learning and Childcare provision, and meal provision in Early Learning 
and Childcare services.

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details on projects, by NSO, can be found 
on the investment tracker on gov.ie/2040. 

16/11/2021WRB04000Flexible Work Practices

16/11/2021WRB0410088. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps he is taking to achieve the 20% target for remote working across the public service; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53579/21]

16/11/2021WRB04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): You will be 
aware that the Government has committed in the Programme for Government to mandating 
public sector employers to move to 20% home and remote working.   

In July, 2021, the Government approved a Policy Statement on Blended Working in the Civil 
Service.  The Policy Statement commits the Civil Service to implementing a policy of blended 
working for the future that can provide flexibility to both employees and their employers in a 
manner that supports the continued delivery of high quality services to Government, the public 
and business while providing employees, where appropriate, with choice and opportunity.  

Remote working in the Civil Service, post pandemic, will be facilitated on a blended ba-
sis.  In this context, Officials in my Department have also been working with, and continue to 
work with employers across the Civil and Public Service to develop a Blended Working Policy 
Framework for the Civil Service with the aim of achieving the 20% target.  

This Framework focuses on the longer-term approach to remote working in the sector and 
will assist in providing a consistent approach across the wider public sector.  The Framework 
will be finalised over the coming weeks, following engagement with employee representatives. 
When this engagement has concluded and the Framework is agreed with the Civil Service 
Management Board, it will be rolled out to all civil service organisations. The Framework will 
inform the development of organisational blended working policies, which will be tailored to 
meet the specific requirements of each Department/Office. 

16/11/2021WRB04300Departmental Expenditure

16/11/2021WRB0440089. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 



Questions - Written Answers

20

the estimate and outturn for each of the financial votes that he must account for in each of the 
past five years; the estimate for 2022; the percentage of each vote that is for capital or current 
expenditure; and the percentage each year spent on salaries and pensions within the current 
spend. [53523/21]

16/11/2021WRB04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy is set out in the table at the link below.  I note that the Deputy’s 
office confirmed that this information was being sought in respect of the ten Votes in the D/PER 
Vote Group.  The Deputy should note that the 2022 estimate figures are subject to change in the 
Revised Estimates.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq89-16-11-21_en.xlsx”>Outturn</a>]

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 78.

16/11/2021WRB04700National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0480091. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his assess-
ment of the likely impact of the revised national development plan on employment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55880/21]

16/11/2021WRB04900101. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his as-
sessment of the likely impact of the revised national development plan on output and productiv-
ity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55881/21]

16/11/2021WRB05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 91 and 101 together.

As part of the review of the National Development Plan my Department carried out work 
to examine the likely impact of the investment on employment, output and productivity. A 
summary of this work can be found in chapter two of the new NDP which is titled “Benefits of 
Investment”. 

Using the Economic and Social Research Institute’s COSMO model, it was possible to proj-
ect the economic impact of the planned increases in public investment. 

The COSMO model projects that employment will increase by 3 per cent more by 2030 
compared to a scenario where investment remained constant at 2021 levels. It is important 
to note that in 2021, core Exchequer capital expenditure in Ireland is €9.7 billion, the highest 
level in the history of the state. For the construction sector specifically, an assessment published 
alongside the NDP estimates that an annual average of up to 80,754 direct and indirect con-
struction jobs will be sustained as a result of public investment over the period 2021 to 2030. 

The COSMO model also projects that GDP or output at basic prices is set to increase by 
1.6 per cent more by 2030 compared to a scenario where investment remained constant at 2021 
levels. Potential output, which captures the underlying growth of productivity, is set to increase 
by approximately 2 per cent compared to the scenario where investment remained constant at 
2021 levels. Furthermore, an analysis carried out by my Department estimates that, of the €165 
billion investment plan, approximately €104 billion is related to direct spending on construc-
tion. This direct construction spending of €104 billion will in turn have a multiplier effect. An 
additional €60 billion of output is projected to be generated indirectly through the construction 
supply chain. 
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It is important to note that while these results are based on robust and sophisticated model-
ling, the results are accompanied by caveats and limitations. 

Having said that, it is clear from the substantive analysis and evidence base created by my 
Department that we as a country can expect significant benefits, from the investment planned 
under the NDP over the coming years. Indeed, nine specific and tangible case studies of project 
recently completed throughout the country were also provided in chapter two of the NDP.

16/11/2021WRB05100Coastal Erosion

16/11/2021WRB0520092. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
responsibilities with respect to addressing issues of coastal erosion in Portrane and Fingal, 
County Dublin; the steps he has taken to assist residents at this location whose homes are under 
threat of collapsing into the sea due to coastal erosion; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54214/21]

16/11/2021WRB05300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works (OPW) prime responsibility in this area is the 
management of flood risk.The OPW does not have responsibility for the preparation of a na-
tional coastal erosion strategy. The OPW’s prime responsibility in this area is the management 
of flood risk. However, the Government has established an Inter-Departmental Group on Man-
aging Coastal Change to scope out an approach for the development of a national co-ordinated 
and integrated strategy to manage the projected impact of coastal change to our coastal com-
munities. The Inter-Departmental Group is jointly chaired by the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage and the OPW and will bring forward options and recommendations 
for the Government to consider.

 Coastal protection and localised flooding issues are matters, in the first instance, for each 
local authority to investigate and address.  To assist Local Authorities in managing the coastline 
for coastal erosion, the OPW has undertaken a national assessment of coastal erosion (including 
erosion rates) under the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study (ICPSS) and the results of this 
study have been published on the OPW website. This data assists Local Authorities to develop 
appropriate plans and strategies for the sustainable management of the coastline in their coun-
ties.  

In 2018, in response to serious coastal erosion problems at The Burrow, Portrane, Fingal 
County Council implemented temporary interim emergency measures to protect properties at 
risk.  Funding was approved under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Pro-
tection Scheme for these works.  

Fingal County Council commissioned a Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Assessment Report 
for the Rogerstown Outer estuary and an Options Report for addressing Coastal Erosion and 
Flooding at Portrane and Rush. I am advised that the Council, in consultation with relevant 
state agencies, has procured the preparation of the Rogerstown Estuary Coastal Flooding and 
Erosion Management Plan to address coastal change in the estuary. The environmental assess-
ments and site investigations necessary to progress a scheme in this area are being undertaken, 
including public consultation. The Council plans to submit these proposals to An Bord Pleanála 
for planning approval during 2022. 

I visited the area myself recently and met officials from Fingal County Council and local 
representatives.  My Office continues to co-operate and assist Fingal County Council in every 
way and if a viable option is identified, the Council may submit a further application for funding 
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to the OPW or other Government Departments as appropriate. 

16/11/2021WRB05400Departmental Budgets

16/11/2021WRB0550093. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of Departments that have requested to roll over all or part of their budget to 2022; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55389/21]

16/11/2021WRB05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): For the pur-
poses of answering this question, I presume the Deputy is referring to the capital carryover 
mechanism, which is given statutory provision under Section 91 of the Finance Act, 2004.  

Nineteen votes have made a request to carryover capital from their 2021 allocations into 
2022.   

Capital carryover is in place to assist Departments with the management of their capital 
spend across years to alleviate pressures and delays caused by timing issues and the impact of 
unexpected occurrences.  This procedure is also designed to promote value-for-money in the 
use of capital funding, in particular by mitigating any incentive on the part of public bodies or 
Departments to spend any remaining capital allocation at end-year in an accelerated manner 
rather than surrender it to the Exchequer.  

A maximum of 10% of the original capital allocation is permitted to be carried over into 
the following year, which allows for the capital funding to be drawn down in a considered and 
deliberate manner that maximises public benefit. This only applies to capital expenditure and 
not current expenditure.

Details of the amounts and the distribution of capital carryover into 2022 have not yet been 
finalised, but the particulars will be specified by subhead in the Revised Estimates Volume 2022 
and in Schedule 2 of the Appropriation Act 2021, both of which will be published in December.  

To allow Departments spend the capital carryover amounts in 2022, I will make a Ministe-
rial Order specifying the definitive amounts of deferred surrender by subhead and will lay it 
before the Oireachtas, a resolution approving the draft deferred surrender Order must then be 
passed by Dáil Éireann.

I am subsequently required to sign the Order into effect no later than 31 March of next year.  
Once the Order is made, the carryover amounts become a first charge against the subheads con-
cerned.  If the carryover sums are not spent in the year of carryover, they must be surrendered 
to the Central Fund.

16/11/2021WRB05700National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0580094. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on whether the ambitious national development plan can be delivered smoothly; and 
the measures being put in place to remove obstacles which have delayed projects in the past. 
[55587/21]

16/11/2021WRB05900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The publica-
tion of the National Development Plan (NDP) 2021-30 is accompanied by a continued focus 
on improving the delivery of investment under Project Ireland 2040. This will mean increasing 
the efficiency with which investment is delivered and achieving greater value for money within 
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the available budget.

It is important to acknowledge that the majority of public investment projects are delivered 
on budget and on time and there is a high level of professionalism across the sectors. Reforms 
are ongoing in governance and broader capability to help ensure successful delivery.

Detailed analysis by my Department, supported by a cross-sectoral working group, has con-
cluded that two new elements are needed to strengthen the assurance process for major public 
investment projects to provide more structured scrutiny.

 These two elements are:

- The introduction of an independent external review of projects over €100m at two major 
decision gates in the project lifecycle and

- A Major Projects Advisory Group to support my Department in assimilating the outputs 
from the external reviews in quality assuring the strengthened process.

Membership of the Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board, comprising Secretaries General 
of the major capital spending department is also being extended with up to 5 new members to 
bring additional expert knowledge, independent and regional perspectives, and an enhanced 
challenge function.

Departments, Agencies and Public Bodies are constantly seeking to ensure that they have 
the necessary resources in place in terms of staff, structures and skills to deliver on their com-
mitments. There are a number of ongoing measures which seek to further develop the capacity 
of the public sector over the coming period. These include:

- the establishment of a Commercial Skills Academy in the Office of Government Procure-
ment; 

- the establishment of the Public Infrastructure Network (the InfraNet) for those involved in 
capital project delivery;

- expansion of the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES); 

- a range of reforms in the planning area including the establishment of a new Division of 
the High Court dealing with planning and environmental issues and 

- the commissioning of the Supporting Excellence report through the EU Structural Reform 
Support Programme to review the capability of the public service to deliver the capital pro-
gramme. On foot of one of the recommendations in that report, my Department convened an 
Action Team comprising of internal/external experts to tailor and set out a roadmap for imple-
mentation of the proposed solutions in more detail. The Supporting Excellence Action Team 
published their report alongside the National Development Plan 2021-30. The Action Team’s 
report includes 34 specific actions aimed at supporting excellence in boosting capability in 
individual sectors; from the centre, and improving co-ordination and guidance to support excel-
lence on a system wide basis.  

These reforms, alongside ongoing engagement with the construction sector regarding ca-
pacity and innovation, will help ensure the effective delivery of the NDP.

16/11/2021WRB06000Flood Risk Management
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16/11/2021WRB0610095. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
recent discussions he has had with the Northern Ireland authorities in relation to flooding in 
County Cavan being caused by the River Erne; the action that can be taken to address same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55860/21]

16/11/2021WRB06200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The OPW has an on-going relationship with the former Rivers Agency (now 
part of the Dept. for Infrastructure, Rivers, Northern Ireland) (DfI Rivers), which is the Compe-
tent Authority for the implementation of the ‘Floods’ Directive in Northern Ireland.

In 2009, the OPW and Dfl Rivers agreed to establish a Cross-Border Co-ordination Group 
to co-ordinate the implementation of the ‘EU Floods Directive’ across the border. This work 
was supported by a Cross-Border Technical Co-ordination Group. These groups have met on 
numerous occasions since to coordinate on the identification of Areas of Potentially Significant 
Flood Risk, to share information and agree approaches to the production of flood mapping in 
border areas and to coordinate on the identification of measures and the preparation of Plans.

The Erne Catchment was assessed under the OPW’s Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management Programme (CFRAM), in close co-operation with DfI Rivers. The study consid-
ered increasing watercourse conveyance of the Erne system to lower water levels as a measure 
to reduce flood risk. This study revealed that water levels in the majority of the Erne catchment 
in Ireland, remain unchanged regardless of any works that could be carried out in Northern 
Ireland.

DfI Rivers was represented throughout the CFRAM study on the relevant project steering, 
progress and stakeholder’s groups as well as on the National CFRAM Steering Group. DfI Riv-
ers is currently a member of the National Floods Directive Coordination Group, which has met 
6 times since November 2018. DfI Rivers and the OPW have undertaken information exchange 
at all deliverable stages, including delivering joint presentations to stakeholders and also joint 
attendance at relevant consultation events.

More general cross-border coordination has also been ongoing in the field of flood risk 
management through bilateral meetings of the two organisations for many years, through the 
Irish National Hydrometric Working Group and Joint National Committee of the International 
Hydrological Programme and the International Commission for Irrigation and Drainage that 
DfI Rivers are members of. This continued close co-operation has provided the opportunity for 
co-operation in areas such as flood forecasting and hydrometric monitoring.

The OPW does not have Arterial Drainage Schemes on the River Erne system in County 
Cavan and is not responsible for channel maintenance in the area in accordance with its statu-
tory requirements under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945. However, parts of the Erne Catchment 
are a Drainage District for which the local authority is responsible for ongoing maintenance.

I hope to meet with my counterpart in the Northern Ireland Assembly shortly to discuss mat-
ters of mutual interest relating to flood risk management, climate adaptation and coastal erosion 
over the entire island of Ireland.  

16/11/2021WRB06300National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0640096. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an overview of NSO 4 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55875/21]
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16/11/2021WRB06500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): At the outset 
it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP Review, 
does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is primar-
ily a matter for individual Departments and Agencies. In the case of NSO 4 this would be the 
Minister for Transport.

However I would be happy to give an overview of this NSO which aims to enhance sustain-
able mobility throughout Ireland. Investing in high-quality sustainable mobility will improve 
citizens’ quality of life, support our transition to a low-carbon society and enhance our eco-
nomic competitiveness.

The Department of Transport’s forthcoming National Investment Framework for Transport 
in Ireland (NIFTI) will set out the prioritisation for future investment in the land transport 
network to support the delivery of the NSOs. In addition, all five cities have developed, or are 
developing, metropolitan area transport strategies.

This NDP represents a step-change in the approach towards funding active travel in Ireland. 
Over the next 10 years approximately €360 million per annum will be invested in walking and 
cycling infrastructure in cities, towns and villages across the country, including Greenways.

BusConnects will overhaul the current bus system in all five cities, for example the proposal 
for BusConnects Cork has just been published for consultation with an increase of 36 per cent 
in bus services with shorter waits and more direct routes. Greater public transport services 
across rural Ireland are also planned through the Connecting Ireland bus programme.

The DART+ programme will be a cornerstone of rail investment within the lifetime of Proj-
ect Ireland 2040 and represents the single biggest investment in the Irish rail network. 

Phase 1 of Cork Commuter Rail Programme will cost €185 million and create a suburban 
rail network between Mallow, Midleton and Cobh by 2026. Funding provided over the next ten 
years will also support the further development of commuter rail in Galway and Limerick.

Metrolink is still scheduled to go to planning next year (2022) and is still scheduled to be 
constructed as soon as possible after that.

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details on projects, by NSO, can be found 
on the investment tracker on gov.ie/2040.

16/11/2021WRB06600Capital Expenditure Programme

16/11/2021WRB0670097. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of efforts to streamline the delivery of large-scale capital projects; his plans to ensure future 
projects are more likely to be delivered on a cost-effective and timely basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55885/21]

16/11/2021WRB06800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The publica-
tion of the National Development Plan (NDP) 2021-30 is accompanied by a continued focus 
on improving the delivery of investment under Project Ireland 2040. This will mean increasing 
the efficiency with which investment is delivered and achieving greater value for money within 
the available budget.

It is important to acknowledge that the majority of public investment projects are delivered 
on budget and on time and there is a high level of professionalism across the sectors. Reforms 
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are ongoing in governance and broader capability to help ensure successful delivery.

The revised NDP pledges to restructure the oversight and implementation of capital projects 
to strengthen scrutiny of major public investment proposals and to drive improved project per-
formance and value for money.

In order to achieve this, my Department has put in place an External Assurance Process 
(EAP) to provide independent project scrutiny at key decision stages. It is a mandatory require-
ment for all funding departments to participate in the process for major projects over €100m. 
My Department has established a framework of suitable suppliers who can provide a range of 
independent specialist expertise, to conduct reviews at critical points in the decision-making 
and project development stages. This framework is in place and will be utilised once projects 
over €100m reach the key decision gates for Government approval.

The purpose of the EAP is to improve value for money and support funding departments 
and Government with expert insight relating to project risks, delivery feasibility, and robustness 
of costings, governance and procurement.  The EAP for major public capital projects (projects 
which cost in excess of €100m) will focus on issues such as cost, risk and ability to deliver, at 
two key points in the project lifecycle, Decision Gate 1 (Approval in Principle) and Decision 
Gate 2 (Pre-Tender Approval). 

To support the External Assurance Process a new Major Projects Advisory Group (MPAG) 
has been established to further strengthen project management. As a prerequisite to seeking 
Government approval for projects at the relevant decision gates, project proposals and external 
reviews will be scrutinised by the Advisory Group in advance of the decision to proceed. The 
new arrangements bring Ireland into line with leading international performers and meet a rec-
ommendation of the IMF’s Public Investment Management Assessment of Ireland.

These updates are due to be actioned imminently within November 2021 and have been 
discussed at Government in recent weeks.

16/11/2021WRB06900Flood Risk Management

16/11/2021WRB0700098. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
flood relief scheme in Skibbereen, County Cork will be officially completed. [55905/21]

16/11/2021WRB07100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Skibbereen Flood Relief Scheme was substantially completed on 6th 
June 2019.   All known defects arising from the construction have been remedied, with some 
delays as a result of Covid-19. 

Planning for the operation and maintenance of the scheme is ongoing in conjunction with 
Cork County Council, who will act as agents of the OPW in carrying out the statutory opera-
tion and maintenance of the scheme.  A small number of works to address elements identified 
during construction (and since completion of the scheme works), which were outside the main 
construction contract, remain to be completed and are being progressed in separate works pack-
ages. 

 In addition, some drainage works on Cork Road, which fall outside the remit of the main 
Scheme, have subsequently been identified as being necessary.  Detailed assessments are cur-
rently being progressed by Cork County Council and consultants RPS, in conjunction with the 
OPW and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), to identify the most effective solution. The 
OPW is providing some funding under the Minor Works & Flood Mitigation Scheme towards 
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these works.  While work is currently ongoing on the development of a solution, the Council 
is not yet in a position to confirm the programme times in relation to planning approvals and 
construction.

A length of flood defence wall upstream of the footbridge in the Town centre remains to 
be constructed which will facilitate flood defence at a high level (for relatively rare floods) for 
the adjacent apartments and the town centre, as well as a proposed future public walkway, be-
ing proposed by Cork County Council.  It is expected that cost for this remaining work will be 
shared between Cork County Council and the OPW.

Following the flood event that occurred in August 2020 in the Rossa Road area, the works 
which were ongoing at the time at Rossa Road have now been completed. 

Cork County Council and their consultants have been undertaking assessments of the wider 
surface water drainage network in the area and these assessments are progressing. Discussions 
have taken place with a view to completing some remedial/improvement works with any fur-
ther works to be progressed once the required reports or consultations are completed

16/11/2021WRB07200National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRB0730099. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form if he will provide an overview of NSO 7 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55858/21]

16/11/2021WRB07400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Again at the 
outset it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP 
Review, does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is 
primarily a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

With that point noted, I would be glad to give the Deputy an overview of the NSO 7 which is 
the delivery of Enhanced Amenity and Heritage. Ireland’s heritage – built, natural, cultural and 
linguistic, tangible and intangible – is of fundamental importance to all aspects of our society, 
our identity, our well-being and our economy. 

Investment in our heritage has the dual benefit of protecting our natural and historic built en-
vironment while improving health, wellbeing and providing a catalyst for the economy through 
the development of recreational activities and the expansion of tourism as appropriate within 
heritage sites.

Sectoral strategies include: Heritage Ireland 2030; Investing in our Culture, Language and 
Heritage 2018-2027; Linking People and Places for the tourism sector; and, the National Sports 
Policy 2018-2027 for the sport sector.

Heritage investment priorities include: development of our natural parks and reserves, and 
safeguarding Ireland’s Historic Environment through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 
and Historic Structures Fund.

Investment priorities include: the enhancement of sports facilities throughout Ireland with 
the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme and Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund; 
Digitisation of the National Collections; and, the National Cultural Institutions Investment Pro-
gramme. Specific projects range from the refurbishment of the Crawford Art Gallery in Cork, 
to the development of world-class sporting facilities at the Sport Ireland Campus. Investment 
priorities for tourism in the short term will include the further development and promotion of 
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the regional tourism experience brands such as the Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Ancient East, 
and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details on projects can be found on the 
investment tracker on gov.ie/2040.

16/11/2021WRC00200Flexible Work Practices

16/11/2021WRC00300100. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to facilitate remote working of civil servants; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [54976/21]

16/11/2021WRC00400103. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform his plans to make remote working an option for persons working in the civil and public 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55673/21]

16/11/2021WRC00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 100 and 103 together.

You will be aware that the Government has committed in the Programme for Government to 
mandating public sector employers to move to 20% home and remote working. 

Furthermore, In July, 2021 the Government approved a Policy Statement on Blended Work-
ing in the Civil Service.  The Policy Statement commits the Civil Service to implementing a 
policy of blended working for the future that can provide flexibility to both employees and their 
employers in a manner that supports the continued delivery of high quality services to Govern-
ment, the public and business while providing employees, where appropriate, with choice and 
opportunity.  

Remote working in the Civil Service, post pandemic, will be facilitated on a blended basis.  
In this context, Officials in my Department have been working with, and continue to work with 
employers across the Civil and Public Service to develop a Blended Working Policy Framework 
for the Civil Service. This Framework focuses on the longer-term approach to remote working 
in the sector and can assist in providing a consistent approach across the wider public sector.  

The Framework will be finalised over the coming weeks, following engagement with em-
ployee representatives. When this engagement has concluded, and the Framework has been 
agreed with the Civil Service Management Board, it will be rolled out to all civil service or-
ganisations. The Framework    will inform the development of organisational blended working 
policies which will be tailored to meet the specific requirements of each Department/Office.

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 91.

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 83.

Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 100.

16/11/2021WRC00900Project Ireland 2040

16/11/2021WRC01000104. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
2021 regional reports on Project Ireland 2040 will be published by his Department. [55851/21]
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16/11/2021WRC01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I plan to 
publish the 2021 regional reports and annual report on Project Ireland 2040 in Q2 2022 follow-
ing compilation of the data for 2021. The Project Ireland 2040 Annual and Regional Reports 
for 2020 were published alongside the National Development Plan on 4th October 2021. They 
set out the progress achieved in the third year of Project Ireland 2040 and are available on gov.
ie/2040.

16/11/2021WRC01200National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRC01300105. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an overview of NSO 9 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55878/21]

16/11/2021WRC01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): At the outset 
it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP Review, 
does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is primarily 
a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

With that point noted, I would be glad to give the Deputy an overview of the NSO 9 which is 
the Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resources. This NSO highlights 
the centrality of our sustainable water resources to the implementation of the NPF to underpin 
our environmental and economic well-being into the future which is against the backdrop of the 
significant deficits in water services capacity and quality reflecting historic underinvestment.

The relevant sectoral strategies under this NSO are the Water Services Policy Statement 
2018-2025, Irish Water’s National Water Resources Plan and the Government’s Waste Action 
Plan for a Circular Economy. These strategies play a critical role in identifying the goals and 
priorities for this area and are therefore critical in informing the investment projects set out in 
the NDP. 

In terms of water management a range of investments are planned and underway. In the 
period from 2021-2025 almost €6bn investment will be undertaken by Irish Water. This invest-
ment includes major projects such as the Water Supply Project – Eastern and Midlands Region 
and the Greater Dublin Drainage Project. 

Major capital infrastructure programmes across all of Ireland are currently ongoing and 
investment will continue to be prioritised to improve water and waste water quality through 
significant capital projects and delivery of national programmes. 

Strategic investment priorities to ensure water quality include: works to address issues with 
public water supplies on the EPA’s Remedial Action List, ending the discharge of untreated 
sewage at the locations identified under the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and Un-
dertaking waste water upgrades at EPA designated priority areas.

Furthermore, a range of investment relating to the Circular Economy will also be delivered 
over the coming years.

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details on projects, by NSO, can be found 
on the investment tracker on gov.ie/2040.

16/11/2021WRC01500Flood Risk Management
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16/11/2021WRC01600106. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress to date on the €7 million investment in the removal of the pinch points on the River 
Shannon which will address the scale of summer flooding in the Shannon Callows; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53578/21]

16/11/2021WRC01700111. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the €7 million allocated in December 2019 to alleviate constrictions to the flow of water in the 
Shannon Callows between Athlone and Meelick will be drawn down; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [54977/21]

16/11/2021WRC01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 106 and 111 together.

The Government has noted the study by the Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordina-
tion Working Group that supports a programme of strategic maintenance to help mitigate flood-
ing along the Shannon and a further study on the removal of a series of constrictions or ‘pinch 
points’ through the Shannon Callows that can help to delay flooding in the area. The Govern-
ment has agreed that the OPW will provide €7m for all of these works, of which €4m relates to 
the removal of ‘pinch points’ through the Shannon Callows.  

Work is advancing to progress the project for the removal of ‘pinch points’ in the Shannon 
Callows.  A Steering Group is in place to oversee this project and it last met on 20 October, 
2021.  A scope of work has been drafted for the appointment of a consultant to identify and 
manage all of the activities that are necessary to progress through the planning process to en-
able the commencement of the works. This includes the identification and completion of all 
environmental requirements.  The draft scope of work for these services has been circulated to 
the Shannon Group for approval to progress to tendering.  Waterways Ireland, on behalf of the 
Shannon Group, has agreed to act as the Contracting Authority for this project.  It is anticipated 
that the tendering process will commence in the coming weeks.  

The works can only commence following completion of the appropriate environmental as-
sessments and following receipt of planning permission.  This is a time intensive process and 
there are a range of variables outside the control of the Shannon Group that may impact on the 
overall timescale for delivery of the project. 

16/11/2021WRC01900Public Sector Pay

16/11/2021WRC02000107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which FEMPI has restored or continues to restore relevant incomes in accordance 
with agreements to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55829/21]

16/11/2021WRC02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The process 
of unwinding the Financial Emergency (FEMPI) legislation commenced under the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement 2016 – 2018, with the remainder of the process largely completed under the 
Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 – 2020 (PSSA). This will continue under ‘Building 
Momentum: A New Public Service Agreement, 2021 – 2022’.

At this point, salary rates up to €150,000, which account for 99% of the public service, have 
been fully restored. Section 20 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 sets out restora-
tion for public servants with annualised basic salaries above €150,000, which is due on 1 July 
2022 and will complete the unwinding of FEMPI in relation to pay. 

Each year, under the terms of the FEMPI Act 2013, I am obliged to carry out an annual re-
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view of the operation, effectiveness and impact of the FEMPI Acts, having regard to the overall 
economic conditions in the State and national competitiveness. In this annual review, I am also 
to consider whether or not any of the provision of the relevant Acts continue to be necessary 
having regard to the purposes of those Acts, the revenues of the State and State commitments in 
respect of public service pay and pensions.

The 2021 annual review, a written report of which was laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas on the 25th June 2021, recommended the continuation of the unwinding of the FEMPI mea-
sures in line with the provisions enacted in the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017.  

16/11/2021WRC02200Flood Risk Management

16/11/2021WRC02300108. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the flood relief works in the Spanish Arch area of Galway city; the cost of same 
to date; the estimated total cost of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55882/21]

16/11/2021WRC02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am advised that flood defences in the Spanish Arch and docks area of 
Galway city are being developed as part of the Coirib go Cósta – Galway City Flood Relief 
Scheme.  

Galway City Council, as Project Sponsor and Contracting Authority, is leading the develop-
ment of the Scheme, with technical advice and funding provided by the Office of Public Works. 
The Project is currently in Stage I.  This is the stage where scheme development and options ap-
praisal takes place and in which the consultants review and build on the initial proposals in the 
Corrib River Basin Flood Risk Management Plan, which were developed under the CFRAM 
Programme. 

The objective of the Coirib go Cósta Project   is to assess, design and deliver a viable, cost-
effective, and environmentally sustainable flood relief scheme for Galway city.  The Scheme 
has a preliminary total project budget estimate of €9.5m and expenditure to date on the scheme 
is approx. €400k. When completed the scheme will protect over 940 properties in the Long 
Walk, Spanish Arch, Eglinton Canal, Merchants Quay, Raven Terrace, Salthill and Claddagh 
areas of Galway City from tidal and river flooding.  

This scheme represents a significant investment for Galway City, which will be undertaken 
with all due consideration for regulatory, planning, environmental and social constraints, while  
achieving the goal of delivering a viable, cost-effective and environmentally sustainable flood 
relief scheme for Galway city.  

16/11/2021WRC02500Disability Services

16/11/2021WRC02600109. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
on providing fully accessible changing places and toilet facilities in all publicly accessible De-
partmental buildings to offer persons with disabilities and carers a network of equipped spaces 
to take care of personal hygiene in safety and comfort. [55906/21]

16/11/2021WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Due to the detailed nature request of this request, I will reply direct to 
Deputy Cairns
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Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 71.

Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 106.

16/11/2021WRC03000National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRC03100112. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an overview of NSO 1 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55874/21]

16/11/2021WRC03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): At the outset 
it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP Review, 
does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is primarily 
a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

With that point noted, I am glad to give the Deputy a summary of the NSO 1 which aims to 
secure the sustainable growth of more compact urban and rural settlements supported by jobs, 
housing and essential services. 

Carefully managing the sustainable growth of compact cities, towns and villages will add 
value and create more attractive places in which people can live and work. This is a fundamen-
tal principle of the National Planning Framework which the NDP is seeking to deliver.

This NDP has a particular focus on supporting the largest public housing programme in the 
history of the state. ‘Housing for All’ is the relevant sectoral strategy and aims to deliver 33,000 
new homes every year for the next nine years, including an average of 10,000 new social homes 
and an average of 6,000 affordable homes each year. Capital envelopes have been set for the 
period 2022-2025 and will deliver an increasing number of new build homes each year for this 
period.

Additional investment priorities include a new fund, Croi Conaithe, to improve the viability 
of apartment construction in high density urban areas. The Urban Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund is aimed at supporting the regeneration and rejuvenation of our towns and cities 
with particular focus on compact growth. There were 87 projects approved across the country 
under call one and 45 projects are approved under call two. The largest example is the Cork City 
Docklands redevelopment of over €350 million.

A particular example is the Shanganagh Housing Development in South Dublin. The project 
will unlock state land for new homes and is a large mixed tenure housing development expected 
to deliver 600 residential units of Affordable purchase homes, cost rental apartment and social 
homes. All phases are due to be completed by mid-2025.

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details on projects, by NSO, can be found 
on the MyProjectIreland mapping tool on gov.ie/2040

16/11/2021WRC03300Exchequer Returns

16/11/2021WRC03400113. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount of dividend to the Exchequer from the ESB and a company (details supplied) for 2020 
and 2021; if this revenue is earmarked for specific expenditure; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55671/21]
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16/11/2021WRC03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The ESB 
paid a dividend of €77.6m in respect of 2020.

Ervia paid a dividend of €38.438m in respect of 2020.

Neither the ESB nor Ervia have paid a dividend in respect of 2021 at this time.

The payments are not earmarked for a particular purpose.

16/11/2021WRC03600Brexit Issues

16/11/2021WRC03700114. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of allocating the portion of the Brexit Adjustment Reserve due to be disbursed in 2022; and if it 
will be ensured that primary producers are prioritised for support. [55909/21]

16/11/2021WRC03800118. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the de-
tails of the Brexit Adjustment Reserve; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55886/21]

16/11/2021WRC03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 114 and 118 together.

The Brexit Adjustment Reserve represents an important response by the European Union 
to the challenges posed by the UK’s departure from the EU and is an important expression of 
solidarity with Ireland.  

Ireland will receive just over €1 billion of Brexit funding, the biggest single allocation for 
any Member State, representing just over 20% of the total fund.  As the Member State most 
impacted by Brexit, it is appropriate that we would be the largest beneficiary.

The purpose of the Reserve is to help counter the adverse economic and social consequenc-
es of Brexit in the sectors and Member States that are worst affected.  

In Ireland’s case, BAR funding will be directed at areas such as enterprise supports; sup-
ports for the fisheries and agri-food sectors, reskilling and retraining; and checks and controls 
at our ports and airports.

To qualify for BAR funding, the expenditure must be incurred between 1 January 2020 and 
31 December 2023.  Notwithstanding that expenditure has already been incurred over 2020 and 
2021 that would be eligible for BAR funding, the Government has decided that the full amount 
of funding is to be applied to expenditure over the years 2022 and 2023.  This funding is ad-
ditional to core Departmental expenditure allocations.

The allocation of BAR resources will be aligned with the annual Estimates process, which 
has been the vehicle for allocating Brexit resources since the UK Referendum in 2016.  Funding 
under the BAR will be allocated to affected sectors in tranches when the eligibility requirements 
have been subject to a full assessment.  These allocations will be made across 2022 and 2023 in 
Revised Estimates, or Supplementary Estimates, as appropriate.

16/11/2021WRC04000Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRC04100115. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there 
are plans to bring the entrance level wage in the Defence Forces up to the living wage; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46655/21]



Questions - Written Answers

34

16/11/2021WRC04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Defence 
Force personnel, like all other public service worker are covered by general public service pay 
policy.  In that regard, I would point out some key features of the current public service pay 
agreement, Building Momentum.  This agreement is heavily weighted towards those at lower 
incomes, including many entry level grades across the public service.  There is a headline in-
crease of approximately 5% for the lowest paid public servants. In accordance with the agree-
ment, on 1 October, 2021 a general round increase of 1% or €500 (whichever is greater) was 
applied to annualised basic salaries of public servants including Defence Force personnel.  The 
agreement also provides for the equivalent of a 1% increase in annualised basic salaries to be 
used as a Sectoral Bargaining Fund (in accordance with Chapter 2 of the Agreement) on 1 Feb-
ruary 2022 and a further general round increase of 1% or €500 on 1 October, 2022.

It is important that Ireland’s statutory National Minimum Wage and the Living Wage con-
cept are not confused. The Living Wage has no legislative basis and is not a statutory entitle-
ment.  More broadly, the Low Pay Commission has, on request of the Government, formally 
begun work on examining how Ireland could move towards a Living Wage. The study will 
examine the design of a living wage in an Irish context and consider the policy, social and eco-
nomic implications. It is expected that the report will be completed before the end of the year.

16/11/2021WRC04300National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRC04400116. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an overview of NSO 5 of the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55876/21]

16/11/2021WRC04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): At the outset 
it should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP Review, 
does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is primarily 
a matter for individual Departments and Agencies. 

However I would be happy to give an overview of NSO 5 which aims to deliver A Strong 
Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills.

A competitive, innovative and resilient enterprise base is essential to provide high-quality 
jobs and employment opportunities for people to live and prosper in all regions. While the im-
pacts of Brexit and the Covid-19 pandemic will continue to challenge businesses in the first part 
of the decade, the digitalisation of entire sectors and the transition to a low-carbon economy 
will be even more transformative.

Sectoral strategies include the Economic Recovery Plan, the National Strategy for Higher 
Education to 2030, the National Further Education and Training Strategy, and new National 
Strategy for Research and Innovation which is being developed.

Investment priorities on the enterprise side include: a Green Transition Fund – driving de-
carbonisation and enterprise resilience in the transition to a low carbon economy; a Digital 
Transition Fund – building a future focussed SME base; establishing the network of European 
Digital Innovation Hubs; Brexit Business Transformation through firm level assistance – in-
cluding delivery of the Agri-Food Transformation Fund; and the expanding IDA Ireland Re-
gional Property Programme – attracting investment to regional locations.

Investment priorities in higher education include the need for expansion to cater for demo-
graphics and skills development with projects planned for: 
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- Maynooth University Technology Society and Innovation Building

- UCD Future Campus Project

- Cork University Business School

- NUI Galway Learning Commons

- IT Sligo Central Campus Extension

- LIT Coonagh Engineering Campus

A significant step up in funding for Further Education and Training infrastructure is envis-
aged under this NDP. Continued investment in research and innovation will support Ireland’s 
economic and societal transformation. The funding provided in the NDP will also deliver a new 
National Cyber Security Centre.

These are just some of the many investments which will be delivered under this NSO in the 
coming years to support Project Ireland 2040. Further details are contained in chapter 10 of the 
NDP.

16/11/2021WRC04600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

16/11/2021WRC04700117. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the mea-
sures he will support in terms of a Covid-19 bonus for workers; if he will support an annual extra 
bank holiday as part of such a bonus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55897/21]

16/11/2021WRC04800244. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
members of the Defence Forces will share in a pandemic bonus scheme for front-line public 
sector workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47123/21]

16/11/2021WRC04900252. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which examination of ways and means to acknowledge the efforts and dedication 
of front-line workers throughout the Covid-19 pandemic is ongoing; the options available to 
him to reward such persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56142/21]

16/11/2021WRC05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 117, 244 and 252 together.

The Government acknowledges the contribution of our frontline workers and all workers 
across the economy during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Government has committed to looking at the issue of recognition for efforts during 
COVID-19. As part of this process Government officials engaged with employee and employer 
representatives prior to the LEEF meeting, which was held on 28 October. 

There was a constructive discussion at the LEEF meeting and the Government will now 
consider a number of matters arising from that discussion. 

Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 114.

16/11/2021WRC05200EU Programmes

16/11/2021WRC05300119. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
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will report on recent developments in relation to the 2021-2027 PEACE PLUS EU Programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55861/21]

16/11/2021WRC05400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I am pleased 
to report that the new PEACE PLUS programme is now at an advanced stage of development 
and has passed a number of significant milestones in recent weeks.

This major new cross-border EU programme was proposed by the European Commission 
in 2018, in a strong signal of its continued support for peace and reconciliation and for North 
South cooperation on the island of Ireland. PEACE PLUS will succeed the previous INTER-
REG and PEACE programmes by combining these funding streams into one cohesive new pro-
gramme covering an eligible area of Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland – i.e. 
Counties Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Louth, Monaghan and Sligo.

Programme development has been led by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB), 
a North South Implementation Body under the joint sponsorship of my Department and the 
Department of Finance in Northern Ireland. The SEUPB has conducted extensive stakeholder 
consultation in order to produce a draft programme based on six thematic investment areas:

- Building Peaceful and Thriving Communities;

- Delivering Economic Regeneration and Transformation;

- Empowering and Investing in our Young People;

- Healthy and Inclusive Communities;

- Supporting a Sustainable Future;

- Building and Embedding Partnership and Collaboration.

Full details on the draft programme and these investment areas are available at www.seupb.
eu/peaceplus, and I encourage all interested stakeholders to visit and learn more about this ex-
citing new programme.

The PEACE PLUS programme is expected to have a total value of over €1.1bn. This is 
more than twice the value of the current cross-border INTERREG and PEACE programmes 
combined, and  reflects the scale and ambition of the PEACE PLUS programme.  A formal 
Financing Agreement to underpin the programme is being finalised between the EU, the UK 
and Ireland.

I am pleased to note that the draft programme was approved by Government on 7 October 
last, by the Northern Ireland Executive on 13 October and by the North South Ministerial Coun-
cil on 14 October. 

The draft programme will be submitted shortly to the European Commission for its consid-
eration and final approval.  This will allow for a formal launch of PEACE PLUS during 2022, 
with a view to the first funding approvals taking place later that year. 

16/11/2021WRC05500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

16/11/2021WRC05600120. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cu-
mulative additional expenditure undertaken as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55887/21]
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16/11/2021WRC05700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Significant 
supports have been put in place by Government across 2020 and 2021 to respond to the impacts 
of Covid-19. This funding has been critical in supporting citizens and businesses impacted by 
the pandemic and providing the necessary funding to allow our key public services respond ef-
fectively to the crisis. 

Following the onset of the pandemic last year, over €16½ billion for measures to respond 
to the impacts of Covid-19 was allocated to Departments during 2020. This allowed for the 
introduction of a wide range of measures including income and employment support schemes 
such as the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), and Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS); and business supports such as restart 
grants and commercial rates waivers. Significant additional funding was allocated to support 
our health service in responding to the impact of the pandemic; support the operation of public 
transport; and support the reopening of the Education sector. 

Provision for up to almost €15 billion in Covid-19 related spending was made for 2021 fol-
lowing the publication of the Economic Recovery Plan (ERP) in June which included measures 
such as the further extension of the PUP and EWSS. This €15 billion provision included fund-
ing already allocated to Departments, the remaining funding held in the Contingency Reserve 
and Recovery Fund, and an additional funding requirement arising from the ERP measures. 
Given the improving labour market as restrictions unwound, the amount now expected to be 
required to be allocated to Departments for Covid-19 related measures in 2021 was revised to 
almost €13.4 billion in the Budget 2022 Expenditure Report. 

Under Budget 2022, provision of up to €6.8 billion will be made available to fund Covid-19 
related measures next year. €2.8 billion of this was included in Departmental Estimates in the 
Expenditure Report while €4 billion was held in reserve to be allocated during 2022. This re-
serve will provide scope for Government to respond to any challenges posed by any deteriora-
tion of the situation with the virus next year. Additional to this, funding of €0.2 billion has also 
been allocated for 2022 under Ireland’s National Recovery and Resilience Plan.

16/11/2021WRC05800Budget Process

16/11/2021WRC05900121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the role he sees for reform in the area of meeting public expenditure requirements in the future; 
the extent to which he continues to monitor all Departments in this regard; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55830/21]

16/11/2021WRC06000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Over the last 
number of years, a range of reforms has been implemented in order to enhance Ireland’s budget-
ary framework and ensure that expenditure is managed in an efficient and effective way. The 
intention of these reforms is to increase transparency around the budgetary process and to fa-
cilitate meaningful dialogue around key elements of the Budget and on what is being achieved 
with public funds. These reforms have given greater emphasis to: 

- demonstrating  how public money is used; 

- utilising  evidence to inform policy-making; and 

- developing the capacity of the civil service to undertake evidence informed policy work.

Central to these reforms is the ‘whole-of-year’ budgetary framework. This refers to an on-
going consideration of budgetary priorities throughout the year, rather than focusing budget 
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discussions only around Budget Day. An important element of this is the publication at key 
points in the year of a range of documents including the Public Service Performance Report, 
the Summer Economic Statement, the Mid-Year Expenditure Report, and the Spending Review 
papers.  These publications seek to support enhanced transparency and engagement in relation 
to budgetary issues.  

Improving and supporting the evaluation capacity within Government Departments has also 
formed an important part of the reform programme. Supported by the establishment of the Irish 
Government Economic and Evaluation Service, this has led to the development of a number of 
additional processes and reports to support the budgetary framework. 

The Programme for Government commits to continuing reform and improvement of the 
budgetary process, including an enhanced focus across Government on issues of performance 
and national well-being. In implementing further reforms, my Department will look to build 
on the budgetary reforms already in place and the significant work on public service reform 
already completed. Adopting this approach will support stronger dialogue on key elements of 
budgetary policy and will help to facilitate the continued development of budgetary decisions, 
consistent with the maintenance of stable public finances.

16/11/2021WRD00200Departmental Strategies

16/11/2021WRD00300122. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Taoiseach the status of the well-being framework and 
dashboard; his plans to include the distribution of both pre-tax and post-tax income and wealth 
and Gini coefficient within the income and wealth dimension of the proposed well-being dash-
board; and his plans to include measures for the security of employment, trade union density 
and collective bargaining coverage and work-life balance within the work and job quality di-
mension. [56110/21]

16/11/2021WRD00400The Taoiseach: Ireland’s Well-being Framework is the result of a Programme for Govern-
ment commitment to develop a set of well-being indices to create a well-rounded, holistic view 
of how Irish society is faring. 

A First Report on the development of the Framework, including a dashboard of indicators, 
was approved by Government in June of this year and published in July.  It was informed by 
consultation facilitated by the National Economic and Social Research Council   involving 
stakeholders and experts in the area.

The Government’s Report committed to a second phase of consultation on the Framework 
to gain feedback. It also committed to specific areas for further research and consideration, a 
phased approach to addressing data gaps, and a pathway for integrating the framework into 
policy making over time.  A follow up report will be submitted to Government in 2022.  

A ‘Public Conversation’ on the well-being initiative was launched on the 26th of October.  
As part of this, a Government well-being portal was developed.  This is supported by CSO’s 
interactive dashboard hosted on its well-being information hub  , which was also launched on 
the 26th.  

The indicators for the Well-being Dashboard are hosted by the CSO on its Well-being In-
formation Hub.  One fundamental design principle of the dashboard is non-complexity, and 
therefore the number of indicators was limited to approximately three per dimension. Indicators 
were chosen based on a clear set of criteria (as set out in the Governments first report), and in 
consultation with the CSO and the Inter-Departmental Working Group on a Well-being Frame-
work. The outputs (e.g. trends and international comparisons) had no influence on selection. 
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Each chosen indicator is disaggregated to explore inequality across groups. The cohorts chosen 
for disaggregation are based on existing research, consultation across Government and with 
experts in the field, and data availability.

The dashboard is necessarily based on available data and will improve over time as data 
gaps are progressively addressed. As evidenced internationally, fully developing a Well-being 
Framework and related data improvements are considerable pieces of work and will require 
significant time and resources.

The indicators for the Income and Wealth dimension are:

- Median real household disposable income, disaggregated by Principal Economic Status of 
head of household and household composition;

- Median household net wealth, disaggregated by tenure status and household composition;

- Households making ends meet with great difficulty, disaggregated by household composi-
tion and household disposable income quintile.

The indicators for the Work and Job Quality dimension are:

- Labour Underutilisation Rate, disaggregated by sex and age group;

- Employment Rate, disaggregated by sex and age group;

- Mean Weekly Earnings, disaggregated by sex, nationality and age group.

The indicators for the Time Use dimension, which deals explicitly with work-life balance 
(alongside general time use) are:

- Long Working Hours in Main Job, disaggregated by sex, NACE economic sector and age 
group;

- Carers providing at Least 20 Hours Care per Week, disaggregated by sex, age group and 
level of disadvantage;

- Population satisfied with Time Use, disaggregated by sex and household composition

16/11/2021WRD00500National Risk Assessment

16/11/2021WRD00600123. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the status of the National 
Risk Assessment. [56129/21]

16/11/2021WRD00700The Taoiseach: The National Risk Assessment provides an opportunity to identify and 
discuss significant risks that may arise for Ireland. Since it was first published in 2014, it has 
provided an overview of strategic risks and highlighted risks, such as Brexit, housing and pan-
demics.

The process is designed to ensure a broad-based and inclusive debate on risks facing the 
country. This includes publishing the draft for public consultation. There are also opportunities 
for stakeholders and Oireachtas members to contribute to the development of the final version. 

The draft National Risk Assessment was published for consultation in July, and laid before 
the Oireachtas. Work is well advanced on finalising the National Risk Assessment 2021/2022, 
which will be published in the coming weeks. 
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16/11/2021WRD00800Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

16/11/2021WRD00900124. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Taoiseach the way he travelled to and from 
Edinburgh en route to the COP 26 United Nations climate change conference in Glasgow; and 
the airline or airlines with which he travelled if he took a commercial flight. [55537/21]

16/11/2021WRD01000The Taoiseach: I participated in the World Leaders Summit at the 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on 1-2 November.

I can confirm, as I did previously in the House, that I travelled to Edinburgh and back com-
mercially. My outbound journey was with Aer Lingus and my return journey to Dublin was 
with Ryanair. 

In keeping with Government policy and practice, my Department records, monitors and val-
ues the carbon emissions associated with official air travel and makes a payment for this value 
to the Climate Action Fund in the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications.

16/11/2021WRD01100Energy Policy

16/11/2021WRD01200125. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the number of skilled retrofitting workers that will be needed to deliver on 
retrofitting targets; the number of each category of tradesperson or specifically qualified ret-
rofitting construction workers in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55483/21]

16/11/2021WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) is the independent body tasked with 
advising the Government on the current and future skills needs of the Irish economy. Its Secre-
tariat is based in the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

As part of its 2021 work programme, the EGFSN undertook a study on the nature and quan-
tity of skills required between now and 2030 to deliver on some of the key enabling measures 
in the Climate Action Plan. 

These are the targeting of 5GW of offshore renewable wind energy, an increase in onshore 
wind energy of up to 8.2GW, and the generation of up to 1.5GW of grid scale solar energy; the 
energy efficient retrofit of 500,000 residential homes to a minimum B2 Building Energy Rating; 
and the target of having 840,000 electric cars, as well as 95,000 commercial vehicles, on Irish 
roads. 

The resulting study, Skills for Zero Carbon: The Demand for Renewable Energy, Residen-
tial Retrofit and Electric Vehicle Deployment Skills to 2030, will be published by the EGFSN 
shortly. It will contain the details requested by the deputy in respect of the retrofit workforce 
that is required over the next decade.

This study is referenced in the newly published Climate Action Plan for 2022, and its find-
ings will inform the implementation of that plan.

16/11/2021WRD01400Employment Rights

16/11/2021WRD01500126. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the status of the provision of statutory sick pay for all employees; his views on the 
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equity of transferring the financial burden of sick pay to employers; the way employers will be 
supported in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55487/21]

16/11/2021WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): This Government is committed to introducing a statutory sick pay scheme and work is 
well underway in this regard.   Any move to introduce a statutory sick pay scheme must be 
balanced with the need to support the viability of the business and enterprise sector, thereby 
protecting jobs. My Department undertook a full public consultation, reviewed international 
best practice, and formed an interdepartmental group – to ensure that all views and issues were 
properly considered in the development of the scheme.  

The draft Heads of Bill have been published and are available on my Department’s website. 

I have given a lot of consideration to the current pressures on business, and the design pa-
rameters and the incremental approach to be taken over 4 years are in recognition of this.  While 
there will be some additional costs, the scheme is not intended to impose excessive costs on 
employers. 

In the first instance, the legislation will provide for a replacement rate of 70% of gross salary 
for a duration of 3 working days in a calendar year.  Coupled with the 70% rate of pay, the appli-
cation of a daily earnings cut-off point of €110 will ensure that employers do not face excessive 
costs and that jobs are not jeopardised.

However, for those employers who are genuinely unable to cover the costs, we have, under 
Section 10 of the draft Bill, included a provision whereby an employer may seek an exemption 
from the Labour Court from the requirement to pay statutory sick leave for a period not less 
than three months and not more than twelve months. 

Pre-legislative scrutiny commenced on 10th November. Once this process is complete, I 
will seek Government approval to present the Bill to the Houses.

16/11/2021WRD01700Health and Safety

16/11/2021WRD01800127. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of inspections that the Health and Safety Authority has carried out in 
hospitality-related businesses, such as, pubs, restaurants, cafés, hotels and nightclubs since 22 
October 2021 in order to monitor and enforce compliance with the requirement for EU digital 
Covid certificates to be presented and checked, by county; the number of compliance notices or 
formal orders issued to businesses that have been found to be non-compliant with the regula-
tions relating to the checking of EU digital Covid certificates; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55498/21]

16/11/2021WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Health and Safety Authority (HSA), along with the Health Services 
Executive (HSE) has been identified as a relevant body under the Indoor Dining Regulations 
which came into force on 26 July 2021. 

The Health and Safety Authority has undertaken 233 Compliance Checks in businesses un-
der these new regulations between 22nd October 2021 and 5th November 2021.  

The findings of the compliance checks completed are as follows:

- 96% of operators were found in compliance. 
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- 4%  of operators were found to be in non-compliance

- 22% of operators required additional compliance measures

In the same period 5 direction/compliance notices have been issued.

The focus of the Compliance Checks is on supporting the relevant indoor operators to un-
derstand their responsibilities of ensuring only permitted persons who have provided a proof of 
immunity to dine or drink indoors. 

Where additional measures or non-compliances were identified, appropriate follow up and 
engagement is being undertaken by the HSA’s Compliance Officers.

The following table gives a breakdown of the compliance checks by county.

County Compliance Checks
Dublin 40 
Cork 35 
Galway 17 
Limerick 16 
Carlow 10 
Waterford 25 
Kilkenny 15 
Clare 10 
Donegal 11 
Kildare 13 
Mayo 10 
Kerry 5 
Laois 6 
Sligo 4 
Westmeath 11 
Offaly 2 
Wicklow 3 

16/11/2021WRD02000Industrial Development

16/11/2021WRD02100128. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the total allocation and final expenditure on each Enterprise Ireland and IDA 
Ireland technology centre in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55506/21]

16/11/2021WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Technology Centre programme is a joint initiative between Enterprise Ireland and 
IDA Ireland, which allows Irish companies and multinationals to work together on market 
focused strategic R&D projects in collaboration with research institutions. Technology Cen-
tres are collaborative entities established and led by industry. Participating companies propose 
areas and themes of greatest relevance to them over a 3-5 year period and co-fund part of the 
research.  In response, the researchers develop solutions that respond to these needs.

There are currently eight Technology Centres in the programme, resourced by highly-quali-
fied researchers who provide a unique ecosystem for collaboration in areas identified by indus-
try as being strategically important.

Over 300 member companies collaborate with the Technology Centres in the areas of ana-
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lytics, dairy processing, food for health, learning technologies, manufacturing, materials, meat 
technology, microelectronics and pharmaceutical manufacturing.

Technology Centres’ supports achieve economies of scale by addressing sector wide prob-
lems or opportunities in order to achieve uplift for groups of companies via individual invest-
ments.  This initiative allows industry groups to set a commercially valuable research agenda 
which academic researchers in the Technology Centre will deliver on.  This programme is 
Ireland’s largest initiative to support industry-led research, development and innovation.  In 
partnership with their member companies these Centres focus on identifying new sources of 
industrial growth and job creation and achieving competitive advantage for industry in Ireland 
by accessing and leveraging the innovative capacity of the Irish research community.

Each Centre is approved funding for a 5 year period based on a Business Plan submission 
which is evaluated both internally and by external international domain experts.  For every one 
euro the State invests in Technology Centres, there is a 6-20 fold return on investment.

The following funding approvals have been made in respect of the current Technology Cen-
tres.

- MTI - €8.1m funded for Phase 1

- CeADAR - €12m funded for Phase 2

- DPTC - €14m funded for Phase 2

- IMR - €23.5m funded for Phase 2

- PMTC - €5m funded for Phase 2

- Learnovate – €7.4m for Phase 2

- FHI - €7.2m funded for Phase 3

- MCCI - €10m funded for Phase 3

The following table shows the core funding paid to the individual Centres in 2020. A sched-
ule of funding for 2017-2019 inclusive is provided in the link.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq128-16-11-21_en.docx”>Funding</a>]

Technology Centre Payments in 2020 
CEADAR – data analytics and AI centre €610,446 
DPTC – Dairy Processing Technology Centre €1,067,808 
FHI – Food for Health Ireland €629,868 
IMR – Irish Manufacturing Research Centre €5,319,324 
Learnovate – e-learning centre €107,564 
MCCI - microelectronics €1,441,850 
MTI – Meat Technology Ireland €1,030,662 
PMTC – pharmaceutical manufacturing €661,324  

16/11/2021WRD02300Departmental Funding

16/11/2021WRD02400129. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the way the performance of the disruptive technologies innovation fund will 
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be assessed and the output of the research and development activity to ensure value for money 
for taxpayers’, given that €235 million has been awarded to private companies in the first three 
calls for the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55507/21]

16/11/2021WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government established the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) in 
2018 as one of four National Development Plan (NDP) 2018-2027 Funds under Project Ireland 
2040. It is aimed at encouraging collaboration and innovation in the development and deploy-
ment of disruptive technologies, on a commercial basis, targeted at tackling national and global 
challenges. It is managed by my Department and administered by Enterprise Ireland. 

DTIF focuses on the ability of Irish SMEs to drive disruptive innovation through collabora-
tion on research with other SMEs, multinationals and research institutions. The Fund is open to 
partnerships working together on projects that have the potential to significantly alter markets 
or the way businesses operate. 

The €235 million allocated in the first three calls of the fund has been disbursed across 
270 project partners from the enterprise sector and research performing organisations across 
the country. A key condition of DTIF is that the amounts allocated by my Department must be 
matched by private sector investment.

In November 2020 the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) com-
pleted and published a Spending Review of the Fund, which is available on their website. The 
review was a comprehensive evaluation of the Fund aimed at systematically assessing the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of DTIF and ensuring that the Fund remains in alignment with its pol-
icy objectives. The review acknowledged a strong rationale for a publicly funded programme 
making significant investments in disruptive technologies which are high-risk, high-return. It 
found that the programme is working towards achieving its stated objectives, including main-
taining a focus on collaboration and building on publicly-funded research.

The Spending Review also set out a proposed framework – a Programme Logic Model 
(PLM) – for measuring the impact of the DTIF in the years ahead particularly as the first proj-
ects come to fruition from mid-2022. This PLM maps out the logical steps and associated key 
performance indicators (KPIs) in terms of the inputs, activities, outputs and final outcomes and 
impacts which emerge through the implementation of a programme.

The Spending Review also made a recommendation for a review examining on the pro-
cesses of the Fund. This review, which is currently underway and is due for completion in Janu-
ary 2022, will provide feedback on participants’ experiences of DTIF to date and will set out 
in more detail the processes required to embed and operationalise the aforementioned PLM to 
ensure that it aligns with existing reporting mechanisms and avoids unnecessary duplication.  
On completion of the review, we expect that any additional recommendations arising from the 
review, with regard to measuring the impact of the programme, will be in place before the first 
projects are completed in mid-2022.

My Department will continue to engage with the IGEES on further reviews of the Fund over 
its lifetime to ensure that it continues to meet its objectives and achieve value for money.

16/11/2021WRD02600Flexible Work Practices

16/11/2021WRD02700130. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his plans to ensure an inclusion statement securing the equal rights of persons liv-
ing with a disability to work remotely within the remote working strategy; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [55546/21]

16/11/2021WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department published the National Remote Work Strategy on January 15th, 2021. 
The objective of the Strategy is to ensure that remote work is a permanent feature in the Irish 
workplace in a way that maximises economic, social and environmental benefits.

The Strategy highlights the opportunities presented by remote working. In particular, it out-
lines the possibilities remote working options hold for increasing labour market participation. It 
underlines how remote work can offer a substantial opportunity for people with a disability or a 
chronic illness, by removing a commute and allowing for a more flexible schedule.

The Strategy further acknowledges how the sudden onset of remote working has led to 
broader acceptance of remote/home working as a viable long-term possibility, with many com-
panies seeing the benefits of retaining working from home as an option in the long-term. 

The potential benefits of a broader acceptance of remote working are significant for people 
with disabilities. Widespread remote working provides an opportunity for persons with a dis-
ability to work where otherwise it may not have been possible.

The Strategy further notes that, whilst providing great opportunity, with higher levels of 
remote working the careers of people with disabilities could suffer as a result of reduced office 
visibility and that employers must include measures to avoid this. It also emphasises that per-
sons with disabilities that are capable and want to work on the employer’s premises must enjoy 
the same right as persons without disabilities and allowances should be continued for those who 
wish to attend the workplace.

My Department is driving the implementation of the Strategy’s actions through an Interde-
partmental Group which meets on a quarterly basis. At these meetings good progress has been 
demonstrated towards achieving the Strategy’s actions to facilitate remote working in the long-
term. 

16/11/2021WRD02900Work Permits

16/11/2021WRD03000131. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the reason the 100 work permits recently issued for farming only related to dairy 
farming and did not include the pig and poultry sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55583/21]

16/11/2021WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The results of the most recent review of the Occupations Lists were an-
nounced on 28 October 2021.

The Interdepartmental Group on Economic Migration considered that changes to the labour 
market as the economy continues to reopen over the next few months may help alleviate current 
shortages with an expected increase in available labour for the Pig and Poultry sector.

An allocation of 100 General Employment Permits for the role of Dairy Farm Assistant at 
the minimum annual remuneration threshold of €30,000 was provided to help alleviate the pres-
sure that this sector is faced with. 

This quota, as with all the agricultural quotas announced, will be followed by a strategic 
review of labour attraction and retention of the sector and should evidence based cases be made 
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to my Department for further changes, they will be examined and acted upon appropriately.

The next Occupational Lists Review will open in the coming months and submissions from 
the various sectors, including the Agri-food and agriculture sectors, will be invited through a 
public consultation.

16/11/2021WRD03200Work Permits

16/11/2021WRD03300132. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of applications for a work permit that have been received by his Depart-
ment for healthcare assistants following the announcement that healthcare assistants from non-
EU/EEA countries could apply for a work permit; the number that have been granted to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55615/21]

16/11/2021WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): Ireland operates a managed employment permits system maximising the 
benefits of economic migration and minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market.  
The employment permits regime is designed to facilitate the entry of appropriately skilled non-
EEA nationals to fill skills and/or labour shortages in the State, required to develop and support 
enterprise for the benefit of our economy.  However, this objective must be balanced by the 
need to ensure that there are no suitably qualified Irish/EEA nationals available to undertake the 
work and that the shortage is a genuine one.

The employment permits system is managed through the operation of the critical skills and 
ineligible occupations lists which determine employments that are either in high demand or are 
ineligible for consideration for an employment permit and these lists are subject to twice-yearly 
evidenced based review. 

On foot of a review of the Occupations Lists, changes were announced on 14 June 2021 
which included providing access to the General Employment Permit for non-EEA nationals 
wishing to take up employment in the State as a Health Care Assistant. In order to be eligible 
for the grant of an employment permit, the employment must offer a remuneration level of 
€27,000 or more. If granted, after two years employment in the State the permit holder must 
demonstrate they have secured QQI level 5 training in a relevant discipline when applying for 
a renewal employment permit.

The figures requested by the Deputy in relation to employment permits for the role of Health 
Care Assistant since the changes to the employment permit system were announced in June 
2021 to date are outlined in the table below.

Health Care Assistants  -
Applications received since announcement 314
Employment permits issued 9
Applications withdrawn 5
Applications refused 15
Applications awaiting processing 282
Request for review of decision received 3 

16/11/2021WRD03500Business Regulation

16/11/2021WRD03600133. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the status of the implementation of the code of conduct in relation to commercial 
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leases since October 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55637/21]

16/11/2021WRD03700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand some businesses are under pressure to meet their fixed costs, such as rent, 
after what has been an exceptionally challenging period. 

Last October, the Government published the Code of Conduct between landlords and ten-
ants for commercial rents. The aim of the voluntary Code is to facilitate discussions between 
landlords and tenants impacted by COVID-19, as it is in everybody’s interest that terms are am-
icably agreed. Landlords should be willing to do what they can to help their tenants to continue 
to operate rather than facing the risk of a vacant premises and inability to obtain new tenants. 
Equally, tenants should pay what they can and speak with their landlord when difficulties arise.

Rather than letting the Code expire at the end of the July, as had been intended, I decided 
to extend the Code to the end of the year, which, at the time, was in line with the end date for 
other schemes such as the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) and the COVID-19 
Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS). Officials in my Department are currently reviewing the 
Code of Conduct and a decision on whether to extend the Code beyond the end of this year will 
be taken shortly.

16/11/2021WRD03800Patent Applications

16/11/2021WRD03900134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the extent to which the establishment of a unified patent court here has been 
examined with particular reference to the innovative requirements of the manufacturing and 
services sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56091/21]

16/11/2021WRD04000135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the extent of engagement by Government in 2021 at a European level on the uni-
fied patent court including participation at meetings of the preparatory committee of the unified 
patent court and developments that have taken place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [56092/21]

16/11/2021WRD04100136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the extent of engagement in 2021 between his Department and IDA Ireland, 
Enterprise Ireland and Science Foundation Ireland on the concept of the unified patent court and 
the opportunities for Ireland arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56093/21]

16/11/2021WRD04200137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the extent of engagement in 2021 between his Department and external organisa-
tions such as business and legal representative bodies on the unified patent court and the op-
portunities for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56094/21]

16/11/2021WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134 to 137, inclusive, together.

The international Agreement on the Unified Patent Court (UPCA), signed in February 2013, 
entails the establishment of an international court that will, when operational, have exclusive 
competence for actions for infringement and validity in respect of European patents.

To enter into force, the UPCA must be ratified by 13 Member States including the three 
largest contracting states (by number of European patents). Originally, these were France, Ger-
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many, and the UK. With the UK having withdrawn from the UPCA following Brexit, those 
three countries are now France, Germany, and Italy. To date, 16 Member States have ratified the 
Agreement including France and Italy.

Following the resolution of several constitutional challenges, Germany has now passed the 
legislation enabling it to ratify the UPCA. Germany has also ratified the Protocol on Provisional 
Application (PPA). One further participating Member State is required to ratify the Protocol, so 
that it may enter into force and mark the start of the provisional application period (PAP). This 
will enable various final preparations to be undertaken so that the Unified Patent Court (UPC) 
can become fully operational.

Ireland continues to participate proactively at a European level on matters pertaining to the 
UPC including most recently, attending the 21st UPC Preparatory Committee, held in Luxem-
bourg on 27 October 2021. 

For Ireland to ratify the UPCA, a successful Constitutional referendum will be required to 
allow for the transfer of jurisdictional powers from our Courts to the new international Court.

A decision on the holding of a referendum on this issue will be kept under review in the 
context of the timing of the coming into force of the UPC. The timing of a referendum will be 
a matter for Government to decide.

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 134.

  Question No. 136 answered with Question No. 134.

  Question No. 137 answered with Question No. 134.

16/11/2021WRD04700EU Directives

16/11/2021WRD04800138. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the position regarding, and his views on, the EU mandatory human rights due dili-
gence directive being brought forward by the European Commission; and the steps his Depart-
ment intends to take to ensure that Ireland is in a position to implement it. [56120/21]

16/11/2021WRD04900Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Robert Troy): I understand that the Deputy may be referring to the European Commission’s 
forthcoming proposals on Sustainable Corporate Governance (SCG). Publication of the propos-
als has been delayed and it is now expected that they will be published in December. Details are 
awaited but it is understood that the proposals will require companies to put in place policies 
and procedures to monitor the adverse effect of their operations and/or supply chain on human 
rights, labour rights, social rights and environmental issues.

My Department will carefully consider the proposals, when available, and will engage with 
stakeholders to inform Ireland’s position on the legislation. Ireland is a strong advocate of hu-
man rights protections and will seek to ensure that the proposals strike the right balance by pro-
tecting fundamental rights whilst ensuring that the measures to be implemented by companies 
achieve the policy goals and are not unduly onerous, particularly with regard to SMEs.  

In parallel, there is already an obligation on certain large companies in the EU to publish 
annually non-financial information in respect of their social and environmental impact includ-
ing on matters such as human rights and climate change or explain where they do not.  In April 
2021, the European Commission published a significant revision of the current rules in the form 
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of a proposal for a Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive.  Under the proposals all large 
companies and listed SMEs will be required annually to publish information on their perfor-
mance and impact in respect of environmental, social and governance (ESG) matters, includ-
ing human rights matters in accordance with mandatory EU standards. The proposal is being 
negotiated by Member States at Council Working Party and Ireland is taking an active part in 
progressing these important and positive developments.

16/11/2021WRD05000Environmental Schemes

16/11/2021WRD05100139. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the advice and assistance his Department can provide to persons in north County 
Kildare (details supplied); if it is the case that to qualify for the grant all expensive work must 
be done in one go to get the BER to the necessary level thus putting it out of reach of many who 
wish to make these changes; if so, if his Department will amend the grant requirements in order 
to assist as many homeowners as possible to do as much as possible on a phased basis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55742/21]

16/11/2021WRD05200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the solar PV grant scheme to 
help homeowners install rooftop solar PV equipment. Details of eligibility criteria and how to 
apply are set out on the SEAI website at www.seai.ie. Under the scheme, a Letter of Offer con-
firms to the applicant that they have been approved for a grant up to a certain amount, subject 
to the terms & conditions of  the scheme, including a minimum post-works Building Energy 
Rating (BER) C rating. This minimum requirement reflects the fact that energy efficiency is 
a key priority in the decarbonisation of energy and reducing emissions, and ensures that an 
energy efficiency first principle is followed in the allocation of supports.   Under the solar PV 
scheme, applicants have 8 months from the receipt of a Letter of Offer to submit an application 
for grant payment. Therefore, it may be possible for such applicants to carry out additional ret-
rofit works to achieve a BER C rating, for which SEAI grant supports may be available, within 
the window available for drawing down grant payment. The works do not have to completed 
simultaneously, so long as the application for grant payment is submitted within the specified 
timeframe.  The SEAI offers a range of supports to homeowners to enable energy efficiency 
works be carried out to improve their BER under the Better Energy Homes scheme. The SEAI 
also administer the National Housing Retrofit and the Community Energy Grants schemes.   An 
applicant’s BER assessor would be able to help them determine the most cost effective method 
of obtaining the minimum required BER C rating, taking into account the range of supports 
available under the above schemes.

16/11/2021WRD05300National Broadband Plan

16/11/2021WRD05400140. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the steps he and his officials took to verify the financial standing of each of 
the consortium members in the context of the national broadband plan and the winning bidder 
(details supplied); and the way in which they compared with that of the pre-qualification crite-
ria. [55481/21]

16/11/2021WRD05500141. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he will provide in percentage terms, in the context of the national broad-
band plan, the capital each member of the consortium was putting up; and if his Department 
verified the bona fides of each consortium member vis-à-vis their tax status and balance sheet 
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health. [55482/21]

16/11/2021WRD05600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 140 and 141 together.

The NBP contract address NBI’s funding arrangements and set out that all funding commit-
ments had to be in place for the NBP contract to come into effect. Total funds committed to the 
Project from Metallah Limited equate to €223m. This committed funding by Metallah Limited 
is in the form of Shareholder Loans to NBI and equity provided to NBI. The funding is not at-
tributed to individual members of the consortium.

An updated assessment of the financial standing of consortium members was undertaken by 
the Department and its advisors in November 2019, prior to the signing of the NBP Contract. 
That assessment included a due diligence of company accounts and letters of support where 
applicable, to ensure that there was no material adverse change in the financial standing of the 
Bidder from that assessed at pre-qualification stage. 

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 140.

16/11/2021WRE00200Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRE00300142. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the expected funding to be made available from the Climate Action Fund between 
2021 and 2030 to deliver on the Climate Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55599/21]

16/11/2021WRE00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
At least €500 million will be available from the Climate Action Fund over the period to 2027 to 
support projects, initiatives and research that contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate 
and energy targets and goals. In addition, the Government will make major investments through 
substantial other funding, set out in the National Development Plan.

To date, just over €140 million has been committed from the Climate Action Fund for a 
range of projects, including in relation to district heating, EV infrastructure, creative climate 
action, co-financing for EU LIFE projects, and a Community Climate Action Programme. 
Through the Community Climate Action Programme, announced last week, €60 million will be 
invested in community climate action projects and initiatives, as well as capacity building, over 
the next three years.  

As a next step, an open call will be developed for launch in 2022 aimed at  providing fund-
ing for further projects aligned with the direction of travel of the Climate Action Plan 2021. 

16/11/2021WRE00500Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRE00600143. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the expected funding to be made available from the Just Transition Fund between 
2021 and 2030 to deliver on the Climate Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55600/21]

16/11/2021WRE00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government is committed to a just transition in the Midlands region and has dedicated sig-
nificant funding to supporting workers, companies and communities affected by the closure of 
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the ESB’s peat-fired power stations and the end of peat harvesting by Bord na Móna.

The National Just Transition Fund was made available in 2020 to support communities tran-
sitioning to a low carbon economy. The focus is on retraining workers and generating sustain-
able employment in green enterprise across the region. To date, 47 projects have entered into 
contract and are delivering their projects, with over €15 million to be provided in grant funding 
from the National Just Transition Fund. These projects are to be concluded by the end of 2023. 
Details of all projects supported by the Just Transition Fund can be found on: www.gov.ie/en/
publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund/.

Funding of €84 million will be allocated to Ireland from the EU Just Transition Fund by the 
European Union over the period 2021 to 2027, supported by additional co-funding from the 
Exchequer of up to 50%.  The EU Just Transition Fund will be used to alleviate the socio-eco-
nomic impacts of the low carbon transition in the most affected regions across the EU by, for ex-
ample, supporting the re-skilling of workers and helping to create new economic opportunities. 

In addition to the National and EU Just Transition Funds, the Government has approved 
funding of €108 million for Bord na Móna’s large-scale peatlands restoration project, which 
will see Bord na Móna reassign employees from peat harvesting activities into rehabilitation 
operations, while supporting and restoring the biodiversity of the peatlands. This plan and the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service Peatlands Scheme will  support 350 jobs (or 230 full-time 
equivalents).  

16/11/2021WRE00800Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRE00900144. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps he is taking to foster the use of green hydrogen in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55616/21]

16/11/2021WRE01000145. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the State supports which are available to support the adoption of green hydrogen; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55618/21]

16/11/2021WRE01100146. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his views on the European Commission hydrogen strategy; the extent to which 
his Department has engaged with the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55619/21]

16/11/2021WRE01200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 144 to 146, inclusive, together.

The Programme for Government recognises the need for research and development of hy-
drogen from renewable sources, known as ‘green hydrogen’, for use in power generation and as 
a zero-emission energy source in difficult-to-decarbonise sectors such as transport and industry. 

While there are no specific supports for green hydrogen currently in place, the role of green 
hydrogen and the need for its future development have been set out in the 2021 Climate Action 
Plan, which was published on 4 November 2021. The role of green hydrogen could include 
providing a back-up for intermittent renewables, seasonal storage of renewable energy to re-
place today’s fossil fuel storage systems (used in electricity, industry, heating in buildings, and 
transport) and security and resilience in energy supplies.  

In July 2020, the European Commission published a hydrogen strategy for a carbon-neutral 
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Europe. Ireland supported the hydrogen strategy, including the need to deploy green hydrogen 
in line with the Programme for Government. It is expected that green hydrogen will form a 
key element of the European Commission’s proposals in relation to the gas market which are 
expected to be published next month. 

  Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 144.

  Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 144.

16/11/2021WRE01500Digital Hubs

16/11/2021WRE01600147. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he will ensure that section 15(6)(c) of the Digital Hub Development Agency 
Act 2003 will be observed and that a representative of the local community be appointed by him 
with immediate effect to replace the previous representative whose term expired on 2 June 2021 
(details supplied). [55629/21]

16/11/2021WRE01700152. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will ensure that section 15 subsection 6(c) of the Digital Hub Development 
Agency Act 2003 will be observed and that a representative of the local community will be ap-
pointed by him with immediate effect to replace the previous representative whose term expired 
on 2 June 2021 especially in view of an announcement (details supplied) that the digital hub 
will continue to function beyond June 2022. [55678/21]

16/11/2021WRE01800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 147 and 152 together.

In April 2021, the Government decided to dissolve the Digital Hub Development Agency 
and to transfer its properties to the Land Development Agency. My Department continues to 
engage with the DHDA and the LDA in this regard, and it is also keenly aware of the need and 
value of community engagement as part of its plans for the regeneration of the area. I will take 
all necessary steps to ensure that board vacancies are appropriately filled and that a functioning 
board is in place to discharge the Agency’s statutory functions during the wind down period. 
In this regard, my Department has engaged with the Public Appointments Service in order to 
identify suitable candidates from the community to be considered for appointment to the board 
to fill the vacancy of the Local Community Representative. I expect that the position will be 
advertised this month. 

16/11/2021WRE01900National Broadband Plan

16/11/2021WRE02000148. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will publish a detailed map updating the national broadband programme 
roll-out for Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown local authority area which clearly details the outstanding 
amber and blue areas; when the amber and blue areas will be upgraded; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55634/21]

16/11/2021WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention 
will be delivered by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed 
and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million 
people living and working in over 554,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and 
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farms along with 695 schools.

In July 2019, in order to finalise the mapping exercise required under the State Aid Guide-
lines on Broadband and to ensure the NBP High Speed Broadband Map was up to date, my 
Department conducted a consultation in relation to the High Speed Broadband Map. This 
consultation sought submissions from operators who wished to have their existing high speed 
broadband networks or plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over the following 
7 years to be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map. The Map shows the 
areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband services and the areas 
included in the State Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The High Speed 
Broadband Map  is available at www.broadband.gov.ie and is colour coded and searchable by 
address and Eircode. The map indicates those premises that are in the AMBER area and will be 
served by the new high speed broadband network being delivered by NBI on behalf of the State 
and those in the BLUE area that will be served by commercial operators.

Further details are available on specific areas within Dublin in the AMBER area through the 
NBI website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register 
their interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie.  

My Department continues to engage with consumers and industry in relation to broadband 
availability. The NBP High Speed Broadband Map is dynamic. This means that the intervention 
area can be updated to reflect new commercial plans, or previous plans that have failed to ma-
terialise. This flexibility allows for an increase or decrease in the number of premises included 
in the State Intervention area, if appropriate to do so.

16/11/2021WRE02200Food Waste

16/11/2021WRE02300149. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the breakdown of funding committed to the Stop Food Waste programme in each 
year since 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55639/21]

16/11/2021WRE02400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Please see the table at the link below showing the breakdown of funding for the Stop Food 
Waste programme from 2014 to date. More information on the EPA’s food waste prevention 
programme can be found on the EPA website at: www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assess-
ment/circular-economy/food-waste/.  (In addition work on food waste prevention is included 
in other NWPP funded programmes: e.g. Green Business, Green Healthcare, Local Authority 
Prevention Network and Green Enterprise)

Total National Waste Prevention Programme (NWPP) expenditure on food waste pre-
vention and Stop Food Waste 2014-2021 to date

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq149-16-11-21_en.docx”>Stop Food Waste Programme Funding</a>]

16/11/2021WRE02500EU Directives

16/11/2021WRE02600150. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if the EU Single Use Plastics Directive has been transposed into Irish law given 
that he committed to transposing same by 3 July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55640/21]
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16/11/2021WRE02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Delays by the EU Commission in producing the necessary guidance and implementing legisla-
tion caused significant difficulties for all Member States in meeting the deadline for transposing 
this Directive. Ireland, in common with some other Member States, decided to transpose the 
Directive in stages.  .     

The initial transposition of the Directive was completed by the 3rd July deadline, when nec-
essary market restrictions were introduced for certain single use plastic products. The EU (Sin-
gle Use Plastics)(No. 2) Regulations (SI 516 of 2021) of 8th October 2021 subsequently trans-
posed the vast majority of the remaining provisions of the Directive.   

The final transposition requirement, which relates to the introduction of an Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility scheme for commercial fishing gear, is underway and will be completed 
by the end of 2021. 

16/11/2021WRE02800Broadband Infrastructure

16/11/2021WRE02900151. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will investigate the further delay from March 2022 to April 2023 in supply of 
high-speed broadband connection to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55653/21]

16/11/2021WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area 
on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available at www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 5 November, almost 274,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed or have surveys underway and over 125,000 
premises have build currently underway. NBI has also advised that the first premises are con-
nected in Cavan, Cork, Galway, Limerick and Monaghan and over 30,000 premises are avail-
able to order and pre-order across 12 counties. Surveys are complete or underway in County 
Dublin in Skerries, Balbriggan, North County Dublin, Fingal, Castleknock, Blanchardstown, 
Clonsilla, Ongar, Chapelizod, Ballyfermot, Cabra, Bluebell and Finglas. Main works are ongo-
ing in the Skerries area. 

Further details are available on specific areas within County Dublin through the NBI web-
site which provides a facility for any premises within the Intervention Area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie.  Individu-
als who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering 
the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. NBI has a 
dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific 
queries. NBI has recently published details of its full deployment schedule on its website which 
enables all premises within the intervention area to have an anticipated service activation date 
range. Given the scale and complexity of delivery of the new high speed broadband network 
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under the NBP, I am advised that any dates provided by NBI on its website are based on the best 
available information at the time and may be subject to change. 

In addition to the challenges to the delivery of the NBP due to the Covid-19 pandemic, NBI 
has faced a range of other challenges due to the sheer scale and complexity of rolling out fibre 
to the home in a rural environment. These include significant tree trimming to ensure cable can 
be placed on overhead poles, remediation of ducting that has been in place for many decades, 
the co-ordination of hundreds of contracting crews and addressing the many issues arising 
week on week which could not have been foreseen until the build crews commenced work on 
the ground. My Department has worked closely with NBI to put in place a remedial plan under 
the Contract. This plan addresses delays experienced by NBI, primarily arising as a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and re-baselines milestones for 2021. Work is underway to re-baseline 
milestones for 2022 and beyond. This has resulted in some changes to timeframes for connec-
tion for end users. 

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 5 
November, 388 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department 
of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Stars of Erin GAA / Dublin Mountain 
Community Centre (6.5km from premises referred to),  Further details can be found at nbi.ie/
bcp-locations/. 

Balscadden National School has been installed by NBI for educational access. My Depart-
ment continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high 
speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this 
regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in Decem-
ber which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well 
ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026.  Further details are available on the NBI 
website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

  Question No. 152 answered with Question No. 147.

16/11/2021WRE03200Fisheries Protection

16/11/2021WRE03300153. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he will publish the scientific basis for the proposal that is to be put to him 
to introduce a conservation by law prohibiting a person from taking, or attempting to take, an 
arctic char salvelinus alpinus by means of a fishery engine or rod and line from the waters of the 
State and to prohibit killing, retention or possession of arctic char. [55700/21]

16/11/2021WRE03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
A public consultation process on a potential conservation bye-law in relation to Arctic Char 
will close at 5pm today (Tuesday 16 November).I am advised by IFI that Arctic char stocks 
are particularly susceptible to a range of anthropogenic pressures such as eutrophication, cli-
mate change, water abstraction and invasive species. The current status of Arctic char is listed 
in the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red data book as ‘vulnerable’. 
The range of environmental pressures on this species is being addressed under current EU and 
national legislation by a range of state agencies (including IFI, Local authorities, the Environ-
mental Protection Authority and National Parks and Wildlife Service). IFI advise that further 
legislative protection may be required for Arctic char stocks.
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The latest scientific report regarding status of Arctic char stocks in Ireland is available on 
the IFI website under Habitats Directive Report 2012.  (fisheriesireland.ie).   Further informa-
tion is available at www.fisheriesireland.ie/species/arctic-char-salvelinus-alpinus.

16/11/2021WRE03500Electricity Generation

16/11/2021WRE03600154. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications when the feed-in tariff for homes with PV panels will come into effect; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55703/21]

16/11/2021WRE03700169. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he has plans to regularise the payments that smaller scale hydroelectric generators 
receive for the electricity they supply to the grid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56174/21]

16/11/2021WRE03800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 154 and 169 together.   

The pending introduction of a Clean Export Guarantee (CEG) tariff will represent the first 
phase of a comprehensive enabling framework for micro-and small-scale generators in Ireland, 
including micro- and small-scale hydroelectric, wind and solar PV installations. This will allow 
them to receive remuneration from their electricity supplier for excess renewable electricity 
exported to the grid, reflective of the market value of that electricity.

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) published a consultation on a draft en-
abling framework on 1 October which outlined the details for the introduction of the CEG pay-
ment. The consultation is now closed and I understand a decision is expected to be published 
this month and a compensation regime expected to follow  shortly afterwards.   The CRU pro-
pose that a competitive market based approach will apply to the CEG tariff. The CRU decision 
will outline the eligibility criteria which must be met in order for a renewables self-consumer 
to be eligible to receive the CEG. It is expected that these will include having an export grid 
connection from ESB Networks.  In addition, where the customer’s meter type is eligible for 
upgrade under the National Smart Metering Programme (NSMP), a smart meter must be in-
stalled. Where a customer’s eligible meter type has not yet been upgraded under the NSMP, the 
CRU proposes that a deemed or estimated export calculation will apply.  In relation to micro- 
and small-scale hydro installations, where there is an element of self-consumption on site and 
the eligibility criteria established by the CRU are met, then they will be eligible to receive the 
CEG. This will not impact upon generators with no self-consumption who have existing power 
purchase agreement contracts with suppliers. 

16/11/2021WRE03900Electricity Generation

16/11/2021WRE04000155. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Cli-
mate and Communications if he will outline any solar strategy to ensure a greater share of 
electricity is generated through solar PV; if there are plans to retrofit every home in the country 
with solar panels; if solar PV will be made more accessible to schools, GAA clubs and local 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55842/21]

16/11/2021WRE04100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government commits to expanding and incentivising micro-generation, 
and to developing a solar strategy to ensure that a greater share of our electricity needs is met 



16 November 2021

57

through solar PV.

The pending introduction of a Clean Export Guarantee (CEG)  tariff represents the first 
phase of a comprehensive enabling framework for micro-and small-scale generators in Ireland, 
including solar PV. This will allow them to receive remuneration from their electricity sup-
plier for all excess renewable electricity exported to the grid, reflective of the market value of 
that electricity.   The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) published a consultation 
on a draft enabling framework for the CET on 1 October. The consultation is now closed and 
I understand a decision is expected to be published this month and a compensation regime ex-
pected to follow shortly afterwards.   My Department is developing a final scheme design for 
the Micro-generation Support Scheme (MSS). It is expected that a proposal on the supports to 
be offered for new installations under the Scheme will be submitted to Government by year end.    
On retrofitting of solar PV, supports for solar PV are currently available under the SEAI solar 
PV grant scheme and as one of a range of measures supported under the National Home Ret-
rofit and Communities Energy Grant Schemes.  Regarding accessibility, it is expected that the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage will bring forward revised Regulations 
early next year to reduce barriers to solar PV adoption. I also understand that ESB Networks 
will shortly begin a trial of an updated and simplified grid connection process for micro-gener-
ators in the 12-50kW range.

16/11/2021WRE04200Broadband Infrastructure

16/11/2021WRE04300156. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will examine a connection to broadband (details supplied). [55862/21]

16/11/2021WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE 
area on the NBP High Speed Broadband Map which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.

BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broad-
band Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indi-
cated future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection with 
minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial opera-
tors delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the State 
and my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.

Complaints about service provision are a matter to be dealt with between the consumer and 
the service provider in the first instance. If this avenue has been exhausted without a satisfactory 
resolution, the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) may be able to assist 
further. ComReg is the independent body that issues licences to broadband service providers 
and investigates complaints to make sure that companies are delivering services in line with 
their licence obligations.

Notwithstanding this, my Department has undertaken an initial investigation into the mat-
ter and established that the premises is connected to an open eir NGA cabinet along with the 
neighbouring premises. It would appear that the premises cannot get the same service as its 
neighbours which suggests that there may be a technical fault between the distribution point 
and the premises. We would advise therefore that the premises owner contact their retail service 
provider directly to log a fault so that the technical issue can be further examined.  

16/11/2021WRE04500Climate Action Plan
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16/11/2021WRE04600157. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will provide details of the penalties provided for in the Climate Act 2021 for 
failing to meet targets including sectoral emissions ceilings and carbon budgets, 2030 interim 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55921/21]

16/11/2021WRE04700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Acts 2015 to 2021 (the Acts) commit Ire-
land to a legally binding target of net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by no later than 
2050, and to reducing GHG emissions by 51% by 2030, compared to 2018 levels.

The Acts establish a legally binding framework with clear targets and commitments set in 
law, and ensure the necessary structures and processes, including carbon budgets and sectoral 
emissions ceilings, are embedded on a statutory basis to underpin the achievement of our cli-
mate ambition in the near and long-term. Putting these requirements in legislation places a clear 
obligation on this and future governments for sustained climate action.  Monitoring of compli-
ance with national and sectoral progress towards each carbon budget and sectoral emissions 
ceiling will be informed by the Environmental Protection Agency’s annual GHG inventory and 
projection reports, as well as the Climate Change Advisory Council’s (CCAC) annual review 
report.  In light of the CCAC’s annual review report, published by the 30 October each year, 
relevant Ministers will be required to give account to an Oireachtas Committee on performance, 
both in implementing Climate Action Plan actions and in adhering to their sector’s emissions 
ceilings under the carbon budget. Where Ministers are not in compliance with the targets, they 
will need to outline what corrective measures are envisaged. Ministers will have to attend the 
Committee and respond to any recommendations made by the Committee within three months. 
This ‘comply or explain’ approach will ensure greater scrutiny and accountability is provided.  
The annual revision to the Climate Action Plan acts as a further review mechanism and oppor-
tunity to re-adjust or refocus actions to ensure targets are achieved. Reporting and publication 
of progress under the Climate Action Plan will continue to be carried out by the Department of 
the Taoiseach.  Should Ireland face any compliance costs for failing to meet EU climate targets, 
these costs will be borne by the sector(s) responsible for this shortfall. The Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform is developing a methodology on the approach to be taken on this. 

16/11/2021WRE04800Illegal Dumping

16/11/2021WRE04900158. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will expedite legislation to amend both the Litter Pollution Act 1997 and the Waste 
Management Act 1996 to provide a lawful basis for local authorities to use CCTV in detecting 
and prosecuting illegal dumping; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55946/21]

16/11/2021WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): My Department published the General Scheme of the Circular 
Economy Bill 2021 on 15 June 2021. It is my intention under the Bill to facilitate not only the 
use of CCTV, but also the use of a broad range of Audio Visual Recording (AVR) equipment in 
order to assist local authorities in their efforts to combat litter and illegal dumping. Drafting of 
the Bill is well advanced, as is, I understand, the pre-legislative scrutiny process before the Joint 
Committee on Environment and Climate Action. The Bill will be published and enacted as soon 
as possible after pre-legislative scrutiny has been completed and I have considered the Report 
of the Committee. I look forward to receiving the Committee’s recommendations.

A combination of legislation and guidance will help to ensure that the processing of per-
sonal data, obtained through the use of CCTV and AVR equipment, may be carried out by local 
authorities tasked with enforcing both litter and waste legislation, thus providing an impor-
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tant deterrent in order to protect our environment from the scourge of illegal dumping, while at 
the same time respecting the privacy rights of citizens. The Bill can also facilitate consideration 
of the use of Fixed Penalty Notices for litter and waste enforcement purposes.

16/11/2021WRE05100Energy Production

16/11/2021WRE05200159. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the reason the plans to rent and import 200 megawatts of emergency gas 
generators in winter 2021 have been abandoned; the amount which was spent on the attempted 
procurement; if the State or a semi-State body will face fines for abandoning this plan; if so, the 
estimated amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55953/21]

16/11/2021WRE05300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (the CRU) has statutory responsibility, under S.I. 
60 of 2005, to monitor and take measures necessary to ensure the security of electricity sup-
ply in Ireland.  The CRU is assisted in its statutory role by EirGrid, the electricity transmission 
system operator.

The CRU is an independent statutory body. The Electricity Regulation Act (ERA) 1999 
states that the CRU shall account for the performance of its functions to a Joint Committee 
of the Oireachtas, and not to me as Minister. Given this CRU statutory accountability to an 
Oireachtas Committee, the Deputy may wish to note that CRU provide a dedicated email ad-
dress for Oireachtas members, which enables them raise questions directly to CRU at oireach-
tas@cru.ie for timely direct reply. 

On 16 June 2021, the CRU wrote to me seeking my consent, under Regulation 28(10) of S.I. 
60 of 2005, to allow them to direct EirGrid, to secure the delivery of circa 200 MW of tempo-
rary emergency generation. It was intended that this generation would be delivered in advance 
of this winter. I provided my consent by letter on 23 June 2021. 

I understand that, while the ESB and its North Wall site was identified as the preferred loca-
tion for delivering this project, it was ultimately not technically feasible to deliver the genera-
tion in the timeframe and no contract was entered into by EirGrid to do so. It should also be 
noted that the risk to security of electricity supply had reduced with the outlook for the return 
of two key gas-fired power stations having improved. One of these power stations is now back 
in operation with the other expected to return to full operation this week. 

I also understand that the ESB has not yet submitted a claim seeking to recover costs that 
they incurred in carrying out preliminary works prior to the decision not to proceed with the 
project. The assessment of such a claim, if one was to be made, is a matter for EirGrid and the 
CRU. I am not aware of any fines that would be applicable in relation to this procurement not 
proceeding. 

I would note that a new procurement for temporary emergency generation to be provided in 
advance of next winter (i.e. winter 2022/23) has since commenced with my consent. 

Expenditure under either procurement process is a matter for the CRU. I, as Minister, have 
no role in sanctioning or approving expenditure in this regard.   

16/11/2021WRE05400Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRE05500160. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
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munications his plans to introduce a residential retrofit loan guarantee scheme as per action 212 
of the Climate Action Plan 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56024/21]

16/11/2021WRE05600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action Plan has set ambitious targets to retrofit 500,000 homes to a Building En-
ergy Rating of B2 or carbon equivalent and to install 400,000 heat pumps in existing buildings 
by the end of 2030. These targets represent a very significant increase in both the volume and 
depth of retrofit activity in Ireland.

My Department is engaging with the Department of Finance and the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland in relation to the development of a residential retrofit loan guarantee 
scheme. This project has been selected for inclusion in Ireland’s National Recovery and Resil-
ience Plan. The specific features of the scheme are still under development.

The part-Exchequer and part-EU funded loan guarantee will provide risk protection to retail 
credit institutions participating in the scheme. This will enable credit institutions to offer loans 
with reduced interest rates and make comprehensive home energy efficiency upgrades more 
affordable to consumers. As a result, households will be able to enjoy more comfortable and 
healthier homes with a lower carbon footprint.  

The loan guarantee is expected to help to increase the volume of retrofit activity within the 
State and improve the recovery and resilience of the supply chain within the retrofit sector. The 
scheme will also signal to the banking sector new viable business opportunities associated with 
the transition to a low carbon economy.

16/11/2021WRE05700Renewable Energy Generation

16/11/2021WRE05800161. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of expressions of interest received in relation to the support scheme 
for renewable heat; the number of full applications made; the number of applications approved; 
the number of applicants issued a letter of offer; the number of applicants who have completed 
all inspections for each year the scheme has been in operation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [56031/21]

16/11/2021WRE05900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) is a government funded initiative designed 
to increase the energy generated from renewable sources in the heat sector whilst also reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. The scheme is open to commercial, industrial, agricultural, district 
heating, public sector and other non-domestic heat users and is administered by Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).

The SSRH provides an operational support for biomass boilers and anaerobic digestion 
heating systems and an installation grant for renewable heating systems using heat pumps.

The total number of applications received to the end of October 2021 is 105 with the break-
down set out in the table below.

 - 2020 2021 Total
The number of full applications made 81 24 105
The number of applicants approved and issued a letter 
of offer

51 11 62
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 - 2020 2021 Total
The number of applicants who have completed all 
inspections for each year the scheme has been in 
operation.

1 11 12 

16/11/2021WRF00200National Broadband Plan

16/11/2021WRF00300162. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if a premises (details supplied) is included in the national broadband plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [56047/21]

16/11/2021WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area 
on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available at www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 5 November, almost 274,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed or have surveys underway and over 125,000 
premises have build currently underway. NBI has also advised that the first premises are con-
nected in Cavan, Cork, Galway, Limerick and Monaghan and over 30,000 premises are avail-
able to order and pre-order across 12 counties. Surveys are complete in County Cork in the 
Deployment Areas of Tallow and Templemartin, main works are underway in the Deployment 
Areas of Midleton and Youghal and network build is complete in the Deployment Area of Car-
rigaline. My Department has investigated the premises referred to and can confirm that the 
premises is part of the Intervention Area and will be delivered with high speed broadband under 
the NBP.

Further details are available on specific areas within County Cork through the NBI website 
which provides a facility for any premises within the Intervention Area to register their inter-
est in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals 
who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering 
the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. NBI has a 
dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific 
queries. NBI has recently published details of its full deployment schedule on its website which 
enables all premises within the intervention area to have an anticipated service activation date 
range. Given the scale and complexity of delivery of the new high speed broadband network 
under the NBP, I am advised that any dates provided by NBI on its website are based on the best 
available information at the time and may be subject to change. 

In addition to the challenges to the delivery of the NBP due to the Covid-19 pandemic, NBI 
has faced a range of other challenges due to the sheer scale and complexity of rolling out fibre 
to the home in a rural environment. These include significant tree trimming to ensure cable can 
be placed on overhead poles, remediation of ducting that has been in place for many decades, 
the co-ordination of hundreds of contracting crews and addressing the many issues arising 
week on week which could not have been foreseen until the build crews commenced work on 
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the ground. My Department has worked closely with NBI to put in place a remedial plan under 
the Contract. This plan addresses delays experienced by NBI, primarily arising as a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and re-baselines milestones for 2021. Work is underway to re-baseline 
milestones for 2022 and beyond. This has resulted in some changes to timeframes for connec-
tion for end users. 

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 5 
November, 388 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department 
of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Ballydaly Community Hall, Aubane Com-
munity Centre, Mealagh Valley Community Centre, Courtbrack Community Centre, Laharn 
Heritage Centre, Ballindangan Community Centre, Clogagh Community Hall, Ionadh Áise, 
Aghabullogue Community Centre, Castletownkenneigh Community Centre, The Old School-
house, Bere Island Heritage Centre, Coláiste Phobal Cléire, Lissavard Community Centre, 
Whitechurch Community Centre (14.5km from premises referred to), Glash Community Cen-
tre, T.O. Park Labbamollaga and Sherkin Island Community Hall. Further details can be found 
at nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Templebrady National School, Ballycroneen National School, Clogagh National School, 
Educate Together Carrigaline, Ringaskiddy Lower Harbour National School, Scoil Naomh 
Fionan Na Reanna, Ballygarvan National School and Shanbally National School have been 
installed by NBI for educational access. My Department continues to work with the Department 
of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, 
for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 primary schools 
connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery time-
frame of 2026.  Further details are available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

16/11/2021WRF00500Environmental Schemes

16/11/2021WRF00600163. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if a decision has been made on an application for approval of a thermodynamic 
solar hot water system under the better energy homes grants scheme by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56056/21]

16/11/2021WRF00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department funds a number of grant schemes to support homeowners to improve the en-
ergy efficiency of their properties. These are administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland (SEAI). Since 2000, over 450,000 homeowners have upgraded their homes with 
support from these schemes, representing nearly one home in four across the country. This has 
resulted in warmer, healthier and more comfortable homes that are easier to heat and light.

Under the Better Energy Homes scheme, a grant of €1,200 is available for Solar Water 
Heating installation. The installation must meet the minimum annual solar renewable energy 
contribution based on the floor area of the dwelling. Full details of the technical criteria can be 
found in the Domestic Technical Standards and Specification (DTSS) publication available on 
the SEAI website.

Applications under SEAI schemes are an operational matter for the SEAI.  As Minister, I 
have no function with regard to individual grant applications. However, my officials have made 
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further contact with SEAI in relation to the case referred to by the Deputy.  

I have been informed by the SEAI that an application was submitted on behalf of the appli-
cant on 14th October and is with SEAI’s technical team for review. A request for further infor-
mation was sent to the applicant by SEAI on 28th October and they have received no response 
to date. SEAI contacted the applicant again on 12th November offering their assistance.

16/11/2021WRF00800Electricity Generation

16/11/2021WRF00900164. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the date by which the microgeneration support scheme will be ready for individuals, com-
munity groups, business owners and farmers to sell eligible electricity to the national grid; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [56086/21]

16/11/2021WRF01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government commits to expanding and incentivising micro-generation, to 
allow people to generate their own electricity for their own use and to sell excess electricity to 
the grid. The  Climate Action Plan 2021 reaffirms the Government’s commitment to delivering 
a micro-generation policy framework.     

The pending introduction of a Clean Export Guarantee (CEG) tariff will represent the first 
phase of a comprehensive enabling framework for micro-and small-scale generators in Ireland. 
This will allow them to receive remuneration from their electricity supplier for all excess re-
newable electricity exported to the grid, reflective of the market value of that electricity.  The 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities published a consultation on a draft enabling framework 
on 1 October which outlined the details for the introduction of the CEG payment. I understand 
a decision is expected to be published this month and a compensation regime expected to follow 
shortly afterwards.

My Department is also developing a final scheme design for a Micro-generation Support 
Scheme (MSS) that incorporates the feedback from a public consultation held earlier this 
year, and subsequent additional analysis. A proposal on the supports to be offered to individuals, 
community groups, business and farms under the MSS, which may include grants or premium 
tariff payments for new installations, will be submitted to Government before the end of the 
year. It is intended that a final scheme design will be published early next year. 

Supports under the MSS will be introduced on a phased basis, taking account of the need 
to develop appropriate support mechanisms for relevant cohorts of micro-generators.

16/11/2021WRF01100Departmental Consultations

16/11/2021WRF01200165. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the date on which his Department will publish the summary responses to the public con-
sultation in relation to the microgeneration support scheme which closed on 18 February 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56087/21]

16/11/2021WRF01300166. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the date on which his Department will publish the findings from the submissions to the 
public consultation regarding the microgeneration support scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [56088/21]

16/11/2021WRF01400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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I propose to take Questions Nos. 165 and 166 together.

A summary report of the submissions to the public consultation on the Micro-generation 
Support Scheme has already been published and is available on my Department’s website at 
gov.ie - Public Consultation on a Micro-generation Support Scheme (MSS) in Ireland (www.
gov.ie).

  Question No. 166 answered with Question No. 165.

16/11/2021WRF01600Departmental Bodies

16/11/2021WRF01700167. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the number of times that the Micro-generation Working Group met in each month of 2021 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56089/21]

16/11/2021WRF01800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Under the Climate Action Plan, a Micro-generation Working Group, chaired by my Depart-
ment, has been developing an enabling framework for micro-generation that addresses existing 
barriers and establishes suitable supports within relevant market segments.     

A meeting of the group has been held in each of the following months of 2021 to date: Feb-
ruary, March, April, May, June, August, and October. 

16/11/2021WRF01900Departmental Meetings

16/11/2021WRF02000168. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions if he will provide a list of dates of meetings and attendees at the meetings that he or his 
officials have had with either the Commission for Regulation of Utilities or EirGrid since he 
took office, in tabular form. [56090/21]

16/11/2021WRF02100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The information requested is being compiled and will be sent to the Deputy shortly.

  Question No. 169 answered with Question No. 154.

16/11/2021WRF02300Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRF02400170. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport his views on the role which 
green hydrogen can play in decarbonising sectors such as transport; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55617/21]

16/11/2021WRF02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government and the 
Climate Action Plan 2021 signal the relevance of hydrogen from renewable sources, known as 
‘green hydrogen, for its future potential to support decarbonisation in energy production, home 
heating, industry and in transport.

For example, from a post-2025 transport perspective, it is envisaged that green hydrogen 
may contribute to the decarbonisation of hard-to-abate sectors such as HGVs, shipping and, 
potentially, the manufacture of synthetic sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs). 

My Department continues to provide policy support for industry-led initiatives focusing on 
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hydrogen for future transport use, for example, in the hard to abate heavy duty vehicles sector. 
This includes the Hydrogen Mobility Ireland (HMI) multi-stakeholder group and the Galway 
Green Hydrogen Hub (G2H2) group.  

The evaluation of the Hydrogen bus trial by the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
collaboration with Bus Éireann, involving three new hydrogen-fuel-cell-electric double-deck 
buses on commuter services in the Greater Dublin Area, will also help to inform the future po-
tential of this new technology within our public bus transport system. 

I will also shortly publish the Renewable Fuels for Transport Policy Statement, which will 
set out the future trajectory of increase in renewable fuels use in land transport. It will seek to 
incentivise future deployment of developing alternative fuels such as bio-methane and green 
hydrogen to a greater extent in the transport sector. 

In the road transport sector, this will be complemented through existing supporting mea-
sures. The alternatively fuelled heavy-duty vehicles grant, launched in March 2021, will con-
tinue in 2022. This grant scheme is aimed at supporting take-up of technologies such as CNG, 
biogas and hydrogen to decarbonise the heavy-duty freight sector. In addition, the accelerated 
capital allowance scheme for natural gas propelled vehicles and related equipment, include 
hydrogen vehicles and equipment, and the reduced excise rate on natural gas, will continue into 
2022.

As yet the transport market demand for hydrogen infrastructure for transport fuelling re-
mains to be established, whether for national land transport modes or for international ship-
ping and aviation. This is being kept under review by my Department with regard to informing 
future national and international policy development concerning renewable fuel and fuelling 
infrastructure for transport.

In furthering consideration of these matters, officials of my Department are working with 
cross-Government colleagues, agencies and stakeholders concerning preparation and next steps 
for Ireland’s future approach in relation to the potential use of green hydrogen in transport. 

16/11/2021WRF02600Weather Events

16/11/2021WRF02700171. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Transport his plans to define a set of 
metrics to accurately quantify the cost of extreme weather events to the State in terms of both 
revenues lost and the cost of repairs as per action 293 of the Climate Action Plan 2021; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [56022/21]

16/11/2021WRF02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I would like to thank Deputy Hourigan 
for asking this question. Climate adaptation is a very important topic which is often overshad-
owed by climate mitigation. 

When developing the ‘Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan for Transport’, my De-
partment identified that a common set of metrics to accurately quantify the cost of extreme 
weather events to the transport sector was needed. Currently, no such set of metrics exists and 
each transport entity uses its own set of metrics to quantify costs. This can make it difficult to 
accurately quantify the costs after extreme weather events such as Storm Ophelia. This was a 
key action arising from the Adaptation Plan. It was also deemed to be an important action for 
the Climate Action Plan 2021. 

To progress this action, my Department will begin this work in 2021 with a view to having 
it completed within a 12 month timeframe. In doing so, we will engage with the relevant stake-
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holders where necessary. 

16/11/2021WRF02900National Transport Authority

16/11/2021WRF03000172. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding the ben-
eficial ownership of the land reservation that had been designated for the Dublin eastern bypass 
given the decision of the National Transport Authority not to proceed with plans for the site. 
[56116/21]

16/11/2021WRF03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

The proposed Eastern Bypass is not included in the new National Development Plan 2021-
2030. The draft  Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) published recently 
by the National Transport Authority states that the Eastern Bypass is no longer required to be 
developed. A public consultation on the draft strategy is ongoing and will be concluded in De-
cember.  The Southern Port Access Road is included in the NDP and the draft GDA Transport 
Strategy also includes this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a more detailed, direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/11/2021WRF03200Electric Vehicles

16/11/2021WRF03300173. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Transport the measures he is taking to 
facilitate charging of electric vehicles by public sector staff working in publicly owned build-
ings to which limited public transport exists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56173/21]

16/11/2021WRF03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The use of EVs within public sector vehi-
cle fleets and the installation of associated EV infrastructure is an important exemplar and mar-
ket driver, providing the necessary public leadership and raising consumer awareness of EVs.

There are several initiatives and programmes underway across the public sector that encour-
age the uptake of electric vehicles.

- The Public Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy   encourages public sector fleets to test new 
technologies and facilitate/accelerate their market uptake.

- Green Public Procurement can act as a driver for innovation and competitiveness in the 
industrial sector, encouraging the development of new technologies.

- The recast Clean Vehicles Directive   set minimum Member State procurement targets, 
with the main objective of increasing the uptake of clean (low- and zero-emission) vehicles.

- The Local Authority Climate Action Charter is a key action in the Climate Action Plan and 
will ensure every local authority embeds decarbonisation, sustainable development and climate 
resilience into every aspect of the work they do.
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Preparations are underway to establish an Office of Low Emission Vehicles. This Office will 
play an important role in our transition to zero emission vehicles. It will co-ordinate measures 
to support the uptake of EVs and the rollout of charge point  infrastructure.  

On foot of the Electric Vehicle Policy Pathway Report published in September, it was rec-
ommended that having regard to the public leadership role their transition to Low Emission 
Vehicles can play,ensure that the requirements placed on State bodies through their Climate 
Action Mandates prioritise the provision of adequate EV charging infrastructure where parking 
is provided for employees and the public.

The full report of the EVPP Working Group is now available online. 

 My Department is currently developing a national charging infrastructure strategy that will 
set out a pathway to stay ahead of EV demand over the critical period out to 2030.

 In addition, a destination charge point scheme is being developed by my Department, in 
association with the SEAI, which will include commonly accessed destinations. In this regard, 
I am minded to allow certain key publicly owned facilities at which members of the public ac-
cess state services to apply for funding under this scheme and help provide another critical link 
in the overall network for public charging.

16/11/2021WRF03500Road Safety Authority

16/11/2021WRF03600174. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if he or his Department of-
ficials’ attention has been drawn to, or if they have entered into correspondence with, the RSA 
to notify his Department that 32 contracted driver testers employed by the RSA are due to see 
their contracts terminated between December 2021 through to April 2022; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55466/21]

16/11/2021WRF03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
order to deal with the backlog in driving tests created by Covid, the RSA received approval in 
2020 to rehire 36 temporary testers. In addition, the RSA received sanction to hire 40 additional 
testers on a temporary basis to assist with the backlogs. These new testers have completed their 
training and have been conducting tests since July 2021. Sanction has also been granted to re-
cruit a further 40 testers. 

Procedures require approval for hiring of staff from my Department and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, and we have responded to the needs of the Road Safety Au-
thority (RSA) by giving the approvals mentioned. 

I am aware that the 36 temporary testers rehired in 2020 are on contracts which are due to 
expire in December, March, and May. I am happy to say that my Department has approved a 
further extension of contracts for those due to expire in December and March. The RSA will 
conduct a review next year to see how the service is performing and to reassess its needs in light 
of evolving demand.

16/11/2021WRF03800Road Signage

16/11/2021WRF03900175. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider the use of 
no idling signs of which the purpose would be to prevent cars from idling in certain places while 
leaving their engines running thus reducing unnecessary carbon emissions being emitted into 
the atmosphere; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55467/21]
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16/11/2021WRF04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The planning, design, and implementa-
tion of individual road projects and features is a matter for each respective local authority for 
regional and local roads and for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) for national roads.

At a national level, my Department is responsible for the legislative basis and for develop-
ing supporting guidelines and policy in regard to traffic matters and to reducing carbon emis-
sions from transport. 

The Government is strongly aware of the close link between certain air pollutant emissions 
and negative public health impacts. Idling vehicles can contribute to local air pollutant emis-
sions levels at particular locations, in particularly in dense urban areas where it is difficult for 
air pollutant emissions to disperse. The Urban Transport-Related Air Pollution (UTRAP) Group 
interim report (2021) examines this issue and recommends on how best to reduce vehicle emis-
sions in Irish towns and cities.

Among the best ways to reduce emissions from private vehicles across the road network as 
a whole, is to remove older more polluting vehicles from our streets, and to encourage modal-
shift to sustainable travel, walking and cycling, and electric vehicles. In addition, Part 1 of the 
Five Cities Traffic Demand Management Study published earlier this year proposes a range of 
measures to combat overreliance on cars. The report includes a tool kit of measures that local 
authorities can use to help them to reduce emissions, tackle congestion, improve air quality, 
and improve the overall urban environment in our five major cities. The final study report is 
expected to be published before the end of 2021.

With regard to the heavy-duty vehicle sector, which includes buses, trucks, and coaches, 
engine shut-off systems are available in the market that can be fitted to minimise engine idling. 
Most of the public service obligation (PSO) bus fleet currently in operation in our cities and 
towns have these shut-off systems. Best practice for professional drivers, to avoid unnecessary 
engine idling time, is part of the Road Safety Authority’s Certificate of Professional Compe-
tence (CPC) training. 

16/11/2021WRF04100Bus Services

16/11/2021WRF04200176. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport the reason private bus opera-
tors are to be excluded from the new young adult travel card scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55468/21]

16/11/2021WRF04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  I am not involved in the 
day-to-day operations of public transport, nor decisions on fares.

Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, 
the NTA has responsibility for the regulation of fares charged to passengers in respect of public 
transport services, provided under public service obligation (PSO) contracts. 

As part of Budget 2022, I secured €25m of funding to provide for the introduction of a youth 
travel card (YTC). The YTC will allow any person nationwide who is between 19 and 23 years 
old to avail of an entitlement for discounted travel costs and to increase the level of discount 
over and above the current student discount to an average discount of 50% across all services, 
including city, intercity and rural services.

The NTA have commenced work in relation to the implementation of the new fares struc-
tures for young adults. I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
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reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

16/11/2021WRF04400Road Safety Authority

16/11/2021WRF04500177. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the Road Safety Authority may be contravening EU employment law by not 
facilitating contracts of indefinite duration for driving testers by letting those testers leave after 
35 months’ continuous employment and then hiring new testers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55489/21]

16/11/2021WRF04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
order to deal with the backlog in driving tests created by Covid, the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA) received approval in 2020 to rehire 36 temporary testers. In addition, the RSA received 
sanction to hire 40 additional testers on a temporary basis to assist with the backlogs. These new 
testers have completed their training and have been conducting tests since July 2021. Sanction 
has also been granted to recruit a further 40 testers. 

Procedures require approval from my Department and the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform for hiring of staff, and we have responded to the needs of the RSA by giving 
the approvals mentioned. However, the RSA is the employer of driver testers and contractual 
terms are a matter for the RSA. 

 I am aware that the 36 temporary testers rehired in 2020 are on contracts which are due to 
expire in December, March, and May. I am happy to say that my Department has approved a 
further extension of contracts for those due to expire in December and March. The RSA will 
conduct a review next year to see how the service is performing and to reassess its needs in light 
of evolving demand.   

The RSA is the employer of driver testers and is required to comply with employment law, 
as is any other State agency. 

16/11/2021WRF04700Air Accident Investigations

16/11/2021WRF04800178. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport if he will initiate an immediate 
review of the failures identified in a report (details supplied); if he will bring forward proposals 
to address each failure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55490/21]

16/11/2021WRF04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
fully accept the recommendations contained within the report and I and the Department of 
Transport will continue to evaluate the findings of the report in the coming weeks.  The comple-
tion of the investigation and the publication of the report is a key step in ensuring that such ac-
cidents are prevented in the future. 

I have received from the Air Accident Investigation Unit 14 transmittal letters, each con-
taining a separate safety recommendation. I am obliged by Article 18 of Regulation (EU) No 
996/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 on the investiga-
tion and prevention of accidents and incidents in civil aviation to “inform the safety investiga-
tion authority which issued the recommendation within 90 days of the receipt of that letter, of 
the actions taken or under consideration, and where appropriate, of the time necessary for their 
completion and where no action is taken, the reasons therefore” and I will do so. The deadline is 
3rd February 2022 and the safety recommendation and my response will thereafter be published 
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by the Air Accident Investigation Unit. 

16/11/2021WRF05000Driver Test

16/11/2021WRF05100179. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons on 
waiting lists for driving tests in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath and nationally to date; 
the length of time they have been waiting in tabular form; the stage they are at in the application 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55499/21]

16/11/2021WRF05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This 
information is held by the Road Safety Authority, as it has direct responsibility for the driving 
test service. 

I have passed the Deputy’s query to the Authority for direct reply; if a response has not been 
received within 10 working days, the Deputy should contact my office directly.

16/11/2021WRF05300Environmental Policy

16/11/2021WRF05400180. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Transport if a ban on petrol and 
diesel vehicles is allowable under EU legislation; if his Department has sought legal advice on 
this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55501/21]

16/11/2021WRF05500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): A national ambition has been firmly es-
tablished that by 2030 all new cars and vans sold in Ireland will be zero-emission capable.

The European Commission have indicated that a complete ban of the marketing, import or 
registration of new ICE vehicles in a Member State is not compatible with EU law. The Treaty 
of the Functioning European Union (TFEU) and the Maastricht Treaty ban the imposition of 
unjustified barriers (quantitative or otherwise) on the sale/import of goods lawfully marketed 
in another Member State. The treaties do not preclude bans or restrictions on imports, exports 
or goods in transit justified on grounds of public morality, public policy or public security; the 
protection of health and life of humans, animals or plants; the protection of national treasures 
possessing artistic, historic or archaeological value; or the protection of industrial and commer-
cial property. The conditions under which motor vehicles can be placed on the market in the EU 
have been harmonised through the EU’s internal market competence under Article 114 TFEU; 
in principle any vehicle meeting the requirements of the Type Approval Framework under Di-
rective 2007/46/EC2 should be permitted to be sold anywhere in the EU. 

Ireland was signatory to a non-paper to the Commission earlier this year requesting a phase-
out date for the sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans in the EU in line with the objective of 
climate neutrality by 2050 as well as the introduction of a legal framework that allows Member 
States to move ahead by taking action at national level to incentivise early phase-out of new 
petrol and diesel cars and vans. The paper can be viewed at   www.permanentrepresentations.
nl/permanent-representations/pr-eu-brussels/documents/publications/2021/03/10/non-paper--
-transition-to-zero-emission-light-duty-vehicles

In addition, on Transport Day at COP26,  I signed a sponsored declaration to accelerate the 
transition to 100% zero emission cars and vans. The declaration is an important signal of ambi-
tion at a global level. In line with our Programme for Government commitments, Ireland has 
even greater ambitions, targeting a switch over of one million electric vehicles by 2030 to bring 
us on a trajectory to achieving electrification of all new car sales well ahead of 2035 
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These declarations are consistent with Ireland’s ambitions to tackle transport emissions. 
They follow the recent publication of the Climate Action Plan (CAP) ’21 which outlines a path-
way to a radical and equitable transformation in Ireland’s transport sector over the next nine 
years as it moves towards decarbonisation. 

16/11/2021WRF05600Coast Guard Service

16/11/2021WRF05700181. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport if he is satisfied with the man-
agement of the Irish Coast Guard; if his attention has been drawn to media reports claiming that 
volunteers including volunteer officers in the Irish Coast Guard have been subjected to unfair 
disciplinary inquiries and actions; if his attention has been further drawn to other media reports 
claiming that staff working in this organisation have been bullied; if concerns regarding safety 
issues raised by the volunteers will be addressed; if he will engage with an organisation (details 
supplied) on these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55518/21]

16/11/2021WRF05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Irish Coast Guard (IRCG) is committed to supporting the near 900 dedicated volunteers who 
help provide the important and life-saving services of the IRCG. Ongoing consultation with the 
Coast Guard volunteers is key to the success of the Coast Guard.  For this reason, Coast Guard 
volunteers have for some time had a representative body called the Coastal Unit Advisory 
Group. This group represents Irish Coast Guard volunteers and provides advice and input to 
the Coast Guard under agreed terms of reference between management and the volunteers. This 
group meets regularly and are involved in working with Coast Guard management to deliver a 
world class service while protecting the safety and wellbeing of the volunteers within the Coast 
Guard units. 

While managing nearly 900 volunteers, HR issues are bound to arise in a very small number 
of instances. The Coast Guard’s Code was recently reviewed by an external professional HR 
consultancy and its procedures are deemed to be best practice. In the event of difficult HR cases, 
external professional advice is sought to assist with the cases and adherence with procedures, 
and also to provide mediation or team building and training on HR management.

16/11/2021WRG00200Departmental Meetings

16/11/2021WRG00300182. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Transport if he has engaged with 
members of an association (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55555/21]

16/11/2021WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
regard to representation within the volunteer cadre of the Coast Guard, the Coastal Unit Advi-
sory Group has been in existence for over 20 years. The Coastal Unit Advisory Group (CUAG) 
is the dedicated body in place, made up of elected volunteers and full time staff to represent the 
interests of the Coast Guard volunteers.

I have recently met with the CUAG and I can also confirm my office has been in contact 
with the ICGVRA. I will continue to engage with all volunteers.

16/11/2021WRG00500Coast Guard Service

16/11/2021WRG00600183. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Transport the number of members 
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that will be active in the Doolin unit of the Irish Coast Guard for it to be put back on the board 
and operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55556/21]

16/11/2021WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Doolin Coast Guard unit is currently off the board for operational reasons and safety concerns 
due to internal issues within the unit. Doolin Coast Guard unit is a four function unit – search, 
cliff, boat and drone. The eventual return of the unit to operation is not solely based on numbers. 
There are a minimum number of personnel required for the various functions and an on-going 
requirement for individual certification and operational crews across all functions. On return to 
full operation status training will resume both on an individual basis and as a unit and a review 
of competencies and qualifications will be undertaken at that point for each of the four func-
tions.

 The key objective is to ensure the safety of the volunteers. The action is being taken in 
compliance with the SAR Assurance obligations set out in the National SAR Plan. In the mean-
time, the Coast Guard is deploying various contingencies based on an assessment of risk.  All 
other Coast Guard Units, shoreline and cliff rescue services remain in place, along with the 4 
Search and Rescue Coast Guard helicopters. The RNLI, Community Rescue Boats, and Naval 
services will continue to assist particularly in those areas of greatest risk until the issue has been 
resolved.

 The Irish Coast Guard is committed to supporting the near 900 dedicated volunteers who 
help provide the important and life-saving services of the IRCG. Ongoing consultation with the 
Coast Guard volunteers is key to the success of the Coast Guard.  For this reason, Coast Guard 
volunteers have for some time had a representative body called the Coastal Unit Advisory 
Group. This Group represents Irish Coast Guard volunteers and provides advice and input to 
the Coast Guard under agreed terms of reference between management and the volunteers. This 
Group meets regularly and are involved in working with Coast Guard management to deliver a 
world class service while protecting the safety and wellbeing of the volunteers within the Coast 
Guard units. 

I have met with the Group recently and will continue to engage with all volunteers.

The Irish Coast Guard will continue to offer support to all those affected by this event, and 
with the aim to strengthen the unit’s management structure, provide relevant training and me-
diation services as may be required, and return the unit to operational readiness as quickly as 
practical.

16/11/2021WRG00800Coast Guard Service

16/11/2021WRG00900184. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Transport the steps that have been 
taken by his Department to expedite the training of partially trained and incoming members to 
the Doolin unit of the Irish Coast Guard in order that the unit can recommence its operations as 
soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55557/21]

16/11/2021WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
temporary standing down of Doolin Coast Guard Unit operations is a proportionate response 
having regard to ongoing attempts to address the unfortunate differences that have existed with-
in the unit and their impact on the unit. Equally, the recent resignations of several Doolin Coast 
Guard volunteers have contributed to this decision. 

 The key objective is to ensure the safety of the volunteers. The action is being taken in 
compliance with the SAR Assurance obligations set out in the National SAR Plan. In the mean-
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time, the Coast Guard is deploying various contingencies based on an assessment of risk.  All 
other Coast Guard Units, shoreline and cliff rescue services remain in place, along with the 4 
Search and Rescue Coast Guard helicopters. The RNLI, Community Rescue Boats, and Naval 
services will continue to assist particularly in those areas of greatest risk until the issue has been 
resolved.

 The Irish Coast Guard is committed to supporting the near 900 dedicated volunteers who 
help provide the important and life-saving services of the IRCG. Ongoing consultation with the 
Coast Guard volunteers is key to the success of the Coast Guard.  For this reason, Coast Guard 
volunteers have for some time had a representative body called the Coastal Unit Advisory 
Group. This Group represents Irish Coast Guard volunteers and provides advice and input to 
the Coast Guard under agreed terms of reference between management and the volunteers. This 
Group meets regularly and are involved in working with Coast Guard management to deliver a 
world class service while protecting the safety and wellbeing of the volunteers within the Coast 
Guard units. 

I have met with the Group above recently and will continue to engage with all volunteers.

The Irish Coast Guard will continue to offer support to all those affected by this event, and 
with the aim to strengthen the unit’s management structure, provide relevant training and me-
diation services as may be required, and return the unit to operational readiness as quickly as 
practical.

16/11/2021WRG01100Driver Test

16/11/2021WRG01200185. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport the status of a driving test for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55568/21]

16/11/2021WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
the Road Safety Authority has direct responsibility for the driving test service, I am passing this 
query on to the Authority for direct reply.

If the Deputy has not received a response within 10 working days, he should contact my 
office directly. 

16/11/2021WRG01400National Transport Authority

16/11/2021WRG01500186. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which public 
transport bodies have adopted green hydrogen or are considering its adoption for use in trans-
port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55620/21]

16/11/2021WRG01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Transport Minister, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development and delivery of certain public 
transport infrastructure, including the purchase of bus fleet and, in consultation with Iarnród 
Éireann, the purchase of rolling stock. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.
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16/11/2021WRG01700National Transport Authority

16/11/2021WRG01800187. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the status of the National 
Transport Authority and Bus Éireann hydrogen bus pilot; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55622/21]

16/11/2021WRG01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of certain public 
transport infrastructure, including procurement of the publicly subvented bus fleet.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

16/11/2021WRG02000Bus Services

16/11/2021WRG02100188. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the date for the commence-
ment of the new 4B bus route as envisaged in the BusConnects proposals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55635/21]

16/11/2021WRG02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including BusConnects.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

16/11/2021WRG02300Rail Network

16/11/2021WRG02400189. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 247 of 28 September 2021, if  ministerial approval has been given to the project 
to proceed to a business case. [55697/21]

16/11/2021WRG02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I refer to the Deputy’s previous question 
of 28th September 2021 regarding the status of investment in the proposed light rail project in 
Cork and can confirm that the Strategic Assessment Report remains under review by my De-
partment as required by the Public Spending Code. 

16/11/2021WRG02600Driver Licences

16/11/2021WRG02700190. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the status of an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55808/21]

16/11/2021WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
issuing of driving licences is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and as Min-
ister, I have no power to intervene in individual cases.
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I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days

16/11/2021WRG02900Driver Licences

16/11/2021WRG03000191. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Transport the criteria applied by his De-
partment with regard to the reciprocal recognition of international driving licences; the reason 
Ireland does not recognise driving licences from Bermuda; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55820/21]

16/11/2021WRG03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Irish 
driver licensing law operates within a framework of EU law. It is important to remember that 
driver licensing law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high stan-
dards of safety.  The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level.

All EU driving licences are exchangeable when a person moves from one Member State 
to another. For non-EU jurisdictions, we may make bilateral agreements on licence exchange. 
They can be made only when the relevant authorities in each jurisdiction have studied and com-
pared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be satisfied that they are compatible. On 
the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).

Ireland does not have a licence exchange agreement with Bermuda and therefore cannot 
recognise licences from Bermuda for exchange purposes.

When people come to Ireland with a non-exchange licence, we have no option but to require 
them to go through the process of obtaining an Irish licence. This is a matter of public safety. 
While many may have a safe driving record, we have no way of measuring this.  

At present, people with a full but non-exchange licence go through the normal driver learn-
ing process. However, they must complete 6 Essential Driver Training (EDT) lessons instead 
of the usual 12 and they do not have to be a learner for the usual minimum of 6 months before 
taking a driving test.

16/11/2021WRG03200Bus Services

16/11/2021WRG03300192. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport if there are 
plans to extend to private bus operators the new young adult travel card scheme recently an-
nounced as part of budget 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55840/21]

16/11/2021WRG03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  I am not involved in the 
day-to-day operations of public transport, nor decisions on fares.

Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, 
the NTA has responsibility for the regulation of fares charged to passengers in respect of public 
transport services, provided under public service obligation (PSO) contracts. 

As part of Budget 2022, I secured €25m of funding to provide for the introduction of a youth 
travel card (YTC). The YTC will allow any person nationwide who is between 19 and 23 years 
old to avail of an entitlement for discounted travel costs and to increase the level of discount 
over and above the current student discount to an average discount of 50% across all services, 
including city, intercity and rural services.
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The NTA have commenced work in relation to the implementation of the new fares struc-
tures for young adults. I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

16/11/2021WRG03500Greenways Provision

16/11/2021WRG03600193. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide an up-
date on the design, funding and delivery schedule of the Boyne greenway; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55868/21]

16/11/2021WRG03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to Greenways. The planning, design 
and construction of individual Greenways is now a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned and it will be vital that any proposed 
Greenway have the support of the relevant Local Authority as funding is only provided by TII 
to Local Authorities. This is also subject to the Public Spending Code and the necessary statu-
tory approvals. In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/11/2021WRG03800Rail Network

16/11/2021WRG03900194. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport the stage at which the DART+ to 
Drogheda project stands in terms of the appraisal by his Department of the capital project; if 
he will provide an updated assessment of the overall cost and timeline for completion of the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55572/21]

16/11/2021WRG04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The DART+ Programme comprises five 
different, but complementary, projects of which DART+ Coastal North is one.  For the Deputy’s 
information, the other four projects are :

  - DART+ West;

  - DART+ South West;

  - DART+ Coastal South; and

  - DART+ Fleet  .

Naturally there is a sequencing to the delivery of these different projects as each sits within 
the overall Programme framework and it is also the case that the success of some of the projects 
depends on the early delivery of other projects.

My Department, and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, are currently re-
viewing the DART+ Preliminary Business Case and I expect to bring that to Government before 
the end of the year for relevant Decision Gate approvals as required by the Public Spending 
Code  . 

Of the five projects, DART+ West and DART+ Fleet are the most advanced and Government 
approval will allow DART+ West enter the statutory planning system and also allow a contract 
to be signed in relation to DART+ Fleet.
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The Deputy may wish to note that the initial DART+ Fleet order includes provision for 
battery-electric fleet which will be used on the Northern Line in advance of the electrification of 
the network under the DART+ Coastal North project.  Design consultants have been appointed 
to the DART+ Coastal North project and next year will see the start of the non-statutory public 
consultation process in relation to the project, as has been happening this year with DART+ 
West and DART+ South West.

I can assure the Deputy that Northern Line commuters will see enhanced services and ca-
pacity rolled out in the coming years through utilisation of some of the additional 41 rail car-
riages which will enter into service in 2023, the deployment of the new battery-electric fleet as 
mentioned under DART+ Fleet and ultimately a move toward a fully electrified network as part 
of DART+ Coastal North.

16/11/2021WRG04100Greenways Provision

16/11/2021WRG04200195. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that an organisation (details supplied) is working to try and agree a code of best prac-
tice for the Athlone to Galway and other regional and national greenways with TII and others; 
his views on whether an essential aspect of the code is the use of voluntary land acquisition 
agreements as opposed to compulsory purchase orders in circumstances in which private lands 
may need to be acquired; his further views on whether a key element for the success of the vol-
untary land acquisition agreement approach is the payment of an adequate ex-gratia Greenway 
sustainability goodwill payment to the farmers affected; if he will meet the organisation on the 
issues involved with a view to finding a satisfactory outcome and securing farmers’ goodwill; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55934/21]

16/11/2021WRG04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am aware of the work being carried out 
on the Code of Best Practice for National and Regional Greenways by all three of the farming 
representative bodies and other stakeholders such as Transport Infrastructure Ireland, Fáilte 
Ireland, Sport Ireland, Rural Recreation Officers, the Department of Rural and Community 
Development and Local Authorities. I had hoped that the technical code itself would have been 
agreed by all stakeholders at the meeting in Mullingar last week, but unfortunately that did not 
occur. 

I understand that discussions are ongoing between TII and the ICSA, ICMSA and the IFA 
in relation to seeking an agreement on the level of the Greenways Sustainability Payment to 
be paid to landowners. I would hope that agreement can be reached in the near future so that 
progress on creating the first coast-to-coast Greenway from Galway to Dublin can be achieved 
in the coming years.

I understand that the whole thrust of the Code is to try and maximise the amount of volun-
tary land acquisition that takes place and that there is as much consultation as possible between 
landowners and the project promoters so that an agreed route can be found that minimises the 
impact on landowners business operations.

In conclusion, it is important to note that these discussions have been ongoing for over 2 
years and that the first request for a Code to be developed was made in July 2017 when the 
Greenways Strategy was being developed. I would hope that all parties involved will work dili-
gently to finalise this matter without further delay.

16/11/2021WRG04400Driver Licences
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16/11/2021WRG04500196. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport if it will be ensured asylum 
seekers are permitted to apply for a driving licence. [55964/21]

16/11/2021WRG04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
set out in the Programme for Government, the Government is acting to improve conditions 
for people in the International Protection Programme, including access to the driving licence 
system. However, a number of legal, administrative and technical issues need to be resolved to 
achieve this.

 Provisions in the Road Traffic and Roads Bill 2021, to be introduced at Committee Stage, 
will provide legal clarity for such applications. The Bill was introduced to the Dáil on 10 No-
vember 2021.

Secondary legislation, as well as administrative solutions, will also be required. While the 
legislative process is in train, work is continuing on the administrative and technical solutions 
needed. It is not possible at this point to give a definitive date for completion of these measures, 
but they are being progressed as quickly as possible.

16/11/2021WRG04700Rail Network

16/11/2021WRG04800197. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Transport the timeline for the strategic 
all-island rail review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55966/21]

16/11/2021WRG04900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware, my Department, 
in co-operation with the Department for Infrastructure in Northern Ireland, is undertaking an 
All Island Strategic Rail Review.  This Review, which Arup consultants have been appointed to 
undertake, will inform the development of inter-urban and inter-regional rail on the Island of 
Ireland over the coming decades.  

Work on the Review commenced in September with a view to completion in Q4 2022. 

This will be one of the most significant reviews of the rail network on the island in many 
years and will provide a framework to develop a much-improved rail network in the decades 
ahead. 

16/11/2021WRG05000Driver Test

16/11/2021WRG05100198. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Transport if extra resources have been 
provided to the Road Safety Authority to reduce the backlog in driving test applications; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55967/21]

16/11/2021WRG05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Due 
to the suspension of driver testing services in the initial pandemic response, along with the 
health protocols required since the resumption of services, a significant backlog in driving tests 
developed. When the service resumed in June 2020, testers were conducting five tests each per 
day, as against eight before the pandemic. This subsequently increased to six tests and since 27 
September 2021, has further increased to seven tests per tester per day. 

In order to deal with the backlog created by Covid, the RSA received approval to rehire 
36 temporary testers. In addition, the RSA received sanction to hire 40 additional testers on 
a temporary basis to assist with the backlogs. These new testers completed their training and 
have been conducting tests since July 2021. Sanction has also been granted to recruit a further 
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40 testers. 

Procedures require approval for hiring of staff from my Department and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, and we have responded to the needs of the RSA by giving the 
approvals mentioned. 

I am aware that the 36 temporary testers rehired in 2020 are on contracts which are due to 
expire in December, March, and May. I am happy to say that my Department has approved a 
further extension of contracts for those due to expire in December and March. The RSA will 
conduct a review next year to see how the service is performing and to reassess its needs in light 
of evolving demand.

16/11/2021WRG05300Driver Licences

16/11/2021WRG05400199. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if a driving licence issued 
in the United Arab Emirates can be exchanged for a driving licence here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55974/21]

16/11/2021WRG05500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
possibility of exchange agreements is a matter to be considered by the Road Safety Authority. 
In the absence of a request from the Authority or the United Arab Emirates authorities, I do not 
intend to initiate the examination of a possible agreement with United Arab Emirates at this 
time.

16/11/2021WRG05600Driver Test

16/11/2021WRG05700200. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the number wait-
ing for a driving test, by test centre, in tabular form. [56036/21]

16/11/2021WRG05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of 
the Driving Test. 

The information requested is held by the RSA. This question is therefore being referred to 
the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not 
been received within ten days.

16/11/2021WRG05900Driver Test

16/11/2021WRG06000201. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the number of 
persons waiting for a driving test and a theory test, respectively, in County Cork, by test centre, 
in tabular form. [56037/21]

16/11/2021WRG06100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of 
the Driving Test and Theory Test. 

Specific details relating to Cork are held by the RSA. This question is therefore being re-
ferred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days.
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16/11/2021WRH00200Driver Test

16/11/2021WRH00300202. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the average wait-
ing time for a driving test in Ballincollig and Sarsfield Road test centres in Cork; and the num-
ber of persons waiting for less than 3, 3-6, 6-9, 9-12, 12-18 18-24 and over 24 months, in tabular 
form. [56038/21]

16/11/2021WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of 
the Driving Test.

Specific details relating to Cork are held by the RSA. This question is therefore being re-
ferred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days.   

16/11/2021WRH00500Driver Test

16/11/2021WRH00600203. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the average wait-
ing time for a theory test in Ballincollig and Sarsfield Road test centres in Cork; and the number 
of persons waiting for less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 9, 9 to 12, 12 to18, 18 to 24 and over 24 months, 
in tabular form. [56039/21]

16/11/2021WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of 
the Theory Test. 

Specific details relating to Cork are held by the RSA. This question is therefore being re-
ferred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days.   

16/11/2021WRH00800Airport Policy

16/11/2021WRH00900204. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport the total funding allo-
cated to Shannon Airport, Cork Airport and Dublin Airport since March 2020; and the amount 
of this funding that has been drawn down by the airports, respectively. [56060/21]

16/11/2021WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Gov-
ernment approved Exchequer funding of €6.1 million in June 2020 to assist in the completion 
of a significant Hold Baggage Screening (HBS) project for Shannon Airport in 2020. €304,000 
was drawn down in 2020. A further €4.1 million has been drawn down to date in 2021.

On 10 November 2020, the Government announced an €80 million funding package for 
Irish aviation in 2021 including a provision of  €52.1 million for the State Airports.  On 12 Oc-
tober 2021 an additional €90 million in aviation supports for 2021 was announced.

Total supports allocated to State Airports since March 2020 to date are as follows:

  FUNDING ALLOCATIONS TO STATE AIRPORTS MARCH 2020 TO DATE

  - 2020 2021 TOTAL 
AIRPORT Capital Funding Capital Funding Current Funding
Dublin €17,680,000 €17,680,000 
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  - 2020 2021 TOTAL 
Cork €10,000,000 €1,400,000 €11,400,000 
Shannon €304,000 €12,617,487 €920,000 €13,841,487 
TOTAL €304,000 €22,617,487 €20,000,000 €42,921,487 

Additional funding totalling €105.6 million remains to be allocated to the airports by the end 
of 2021 subject to State aid approval and completion of the validation processes by the airports.

16/11/2021WRH01100Road Safety Authority

16/11/2021WRH01200205. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding the use of 
fixed-term contracts for driving testers at the RSA (details supplied); and his views on the use 
of contracts of indefinite duration in certain circumstances at the RSA. [56119/21]

16/11/2021WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
While procedures require approval for hiring of staff from my Department and the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the employer of driver 
testers and contractual terms are a matter for the RSA. 

As a result of the pandemic, and in response to growing backlogs, permission was given to 
the RSA in 2020 to rehire/retain 36 temporary driver testers whose contracts were due to expire.  
Subsequent approval was given to hire a further 40 temporary testers, who have now been re-
cruited and are trained and working.  A further tranche of 40 has also been approved.

I am happy to say that approval has also been given to extend the contracts of 17 drivers (out 
of the 36 already mentioned) whose contracts are due to expire in December and March.  The 
remainder of those 36 are on contracts due to expire in May of next year.

As the situation regarding the impact of Covid on the driver testing service is fluid and 
evolving, the RSA will conduct a critical review of the service in Quarter 1 2022 to examine in 
detail the developing resources needs of the service.

16/11/2021WRH01400Transport Policy

16/11/2021WRH01500206. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Transport the steps he will take to 
reflect the support given by Dáil Éireann to the motion regarding regional transport infrastruc-
ture making particular reference to the Western Rail Corridor in the context of the expenditure 
ceilings for his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55902/21]

16/11/2021WRH01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As referenced by my colleague Minister 
of State Naughton in the Motion referred to, the All Island Strategic Rail Review will provide 
the strategic framework for investment in rail for years to come and will include in its consid-
erations rail lines such as the Western Rail Corridor.  

I will consider all aspects of the Review  , including financial implications arising, upon 
receipt of the final report which is expected in Q4 next year.

16/11/2021WRH01700Rail Network
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16/11/2021WRH01800207. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he and-or Irish Rail 
and-or the NTA will conduct a feasibility study in respect of extending the DART+ from Adam-
stown, Dublin to Sallins, County Kildare in the context of the Greater Dublin Area Transport 
Strategy. [56181/21]

16/11/2021WRH01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Minister 
for Transport has responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and de-
velopment of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including planning 
and implementation of the DART+ Programme, as well as the development of the Transport 
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area.

A revised draft Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area has just been published 
by the NTA for public consultation. Development of that draft Strategy has been informed by 
extensive analysis undertaken thus far and I understand the NTA has published a suite of sup-
porting documentation alongside the draft Strategy. It was my understanding that the NTA does 
propose to extend DART services to Sallins in the longer term; however, that proposal is sepa-
rate to, and would follow, the development of the DART+ Programme to Hazelhatch/Celbridge 
in the first instance. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

16/11/2021WRH02000Traffic Management

16/11/2021WRH02100208. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport his plans to address the 
issue of increased traffic using the Sallins by-pass to connect to the R407 in both directions in 
order to avoid the M50; if his attention has been drawn to concerns in respect of HGVs using 
this route via Clane and Maynooth; and the steps he will take to address this. [56182/21]

16/11/2021WRH02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware Kildare forms 
part of the statutorily defined Greater Dublin Area in the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 
and its transport needs are therefore considered as part of the NTA’s Transport Strategy for the 
Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035. In accordance with the applicable legislation, the Transport 
Strategy for the GDA is under review at present and as part of this process the NTA has now 
published an updated draft for public consultation.  

This strategy sets out the framework for investment in transport infrastructure and services 
over the next two decades to 2042. The draft includes a reference to the enhancement of orbital 
movement between the N3, the N4 and N7 national roads, the widening of existing roads and/
or the development of new road links, for the purpose of providing resilience to the operation 
of the M50 and incorporating provision for sustainable transport. 

The closing date for the consultation is Friday 17th of December 2021.

16/11/2021WRH02300Insurance Coverage

16/11/2021WRH02400209. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance the plans he has to tackle the ex-
traordinary issues being encountered by county hunts in securing insurance to host point-to-
point meetings (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55476/21]



16 November 2021

83

16/11/2021WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At first, I wish to assure the Deputy 
that I am aware of issues a number of equestrian activities have in terms of accessing insurance. 
However, the Deputy will appreciate that neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct 
the pricing or provision of insurance products, as this is a commercial matter which individual 
companies assess on a case-by-case basis.  This position is reinforced by the EU Single Mar-
ket framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which specifically prohibits Member 
States from doing so. 

Nonetheless, in order to address issues of cost and availability of insurance, the Government 
has prioritised the implementation of the Action Plan for Insurance Reform. The first Action 
Plan Implementation Report published in July, shows that significant progress has been made, 
with 34 of the 66 actions contained therein now completed. 

One of the key achievements in the first half of this year was the implementation of the 
Personal Injuries Guidelines some six months ahead of schedule. Early data from the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) shows that since the commencement of the new Guidelines 
award levels have reduced by an average of 40%. This is an encouraging development; it is my 
hope that this trend will continue and result in lower costs for insurance cover.  As the insur-
ance reform agenda progresses, we will continue to hold the industry to account on its commit-
ments to pass on savings from the Guidelines, and other elements of the reforms, to customers. 
Minister of State Fleming, in his ongoing engagement with the sector, has emphasised the need 
for insurance providers to reduce premiums and increase their risk appetite to provide cover in 
new areas. He will be meeting with the major insurance providers this week to reinforce this 
message. A further element of the Action Plan with particular relevance to these outdoor and 
equestrian activities involves reviewing the Duty of Care. The Minister for Justice, who is lead-
ing on this action, has noted to Government her intention to bring forward legislative proposals 
to reform the law in this area. My officials understand from Department of Justice officials that 
these proposals are at an advanced stage. 

I would like to take this opportunity to assure the Deputy that securing a more sustainable 
and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland re-
mains a key policy priority for this Government.  In this regard, it is my intention to work with 
my Government colleagues to ensure that the implementation of the Action Plan can continue 
to have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for all individuals, 
businesses and community groups across the country, including for leisure, sporting and out-
door activities. 

16/11/2021WRH02600Insurance Coverage

16/11/2021WRH02700210. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the options available a couple 
in full-time employment with the clear expectation of being able to repay the mortgage over a 
lifetime of work in circumstances in which they require life insurance to secure a mortgage for a 
home loan and such insurance is unavailable due to a congenital illness; if there is a requirement 
for the insurance industry to offer life insurance in these circumstances; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55495/21]

16/11/2021WRH02800227. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that persons with eating disorders are currently being denied access to mort-
gage protection insurance policies at times on a near permanent basis in respect to persons with 
long-term conditions; the steps he is taking to address the issues faced by persons unable to ac-
cess life insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56076/21]
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16/11/2021WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 210 
and 227 together.

I note that both questions refer to access to life insurance products for individuals with spe-
cific illnesses or medical conditions in the context of applying for a mortgage.  At the outset, it 
is important to note that neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can intervene in the provision 
or pricing of insurance products, nor can we compel any insurer operating in the Irish market 
to provide cover to specific individuals or businesses.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive).

It is my understanding that generally, insurers use a combination of rating factors in making 
their individual decisions on whether to offer life insurance and what terms to apply.  These can 
include age; health; family medical history; occupation; and lifestyle. In addition, these may be 
determined or linked to the policy duration.  In the case of mortgage protection policies, these 
tend to be over the lifetime of the repayment schedule. In addition, my understanding is that 
different insurers do not use the same combination of rating factors.  Accordingly, prices and 
availability of cover varies across the market, and will be priced in accordance with firms’ prior 
claims experience.

My officials have previously engaged with Insurance Ireland about accessing life insurance 
in similar circumstances to those referenced. According to Insurance Ireland, it is not standard 
practice to automatically decline cover for any cohort of applicants.  It stated that insurers are 
obliged to assess the risk involved as part of any application for a life insurance policy, which 
will be specific to the individual applicant, and that the availability of cover depends on a num-
ber of factors.  In this regard, I understand that applicants are asked questions about various 
conditions in order for insurers to assess the risk involved, and that all applicants are assessed 
against the same criteria.  If higher risk is identified as a result of this assessment, Insurance 
Ireland has advised that the policy will be adjusted accordingly, and cover may be declined if 
the applicant poses a risk beyond the insurer’s threshold.

Finally, with regard to mortgage protection insurance and securing a home loan, I am aware 
that under Section 126 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995, lenders can provide a mortgage in 
situations where a borrower may be unable to obtain life insurance, or where such insurance 
is unduly costly compared to that payable by borrowers generally. In this regard my officials 
have consulted the Banking and Payments Federation Ireland (BPFI) which has indicated that 
it estimates that, on an annual basis, 2% of mortgage approvals to consumers have been granted 
a waiver, and only 0.05% of mortgage applications approved by its members did not proceed 
to draw-down due to a lack of mortgage protection insurance. Importantly, consumers who feel 
they have been treated unfairly by any financial service provider, including an insurer, can make 
a complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO).

16/11/2021WRH03000Business Regulation

16/11/2021WRH03100211. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if consideration has been 
given to making it mandatory for retailers to accept card payments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55569/21]

16/11/2021WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Retailers must consider a number of 
factors before choosing to accept any type of payment instrument. In the case of accepting card 
payments, one of the most relevant factors considered by a retailer are the fees that it must pay, 
of which consumers are generally unaware. One of the most common fees affecting merchant 
card acceptance across the EU is the interchange fee, i.e. the fee paid between the payer’s bank 
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(the card issuer) and the payee’s bank (the bank used by the retailer) to cover handling costs etc. 

The European Commission has acknowledged the negative impact that excessive inter-
change fees can have on merchant card acceptance. In an effort to address this issue (among 
others) in the market, the EU introduced  Regulation (EU) 2015/751 on interchange fees for 
card-based payment transactions (the Interchange Fee Regulation (IFR)), which introduced in-
terchange fee caps for both credit and debit card transactions. 

In June 2020, the Commission published a report on the application of the IFR, in which it 
noted that the growth in domestic and cross-border card transactions is partly due to the imple-
mentation of the IFR, as they reflect higher acceptance of cards by merchants, driven in part by 
lower interchange fees. 

This growth trend in card payments is reflected in the Irish market.  As per the Central Bank 
of Ireland’s Payment Statistics, the value of card payments initiated at the physical point of sale 
(POS), i.e. in store, steadily grew from approximately €27bn in 2016 to approximately €40bn 
in 2019. The Central Bank of Ireland’s figures show a decrease in the value of card payments 
initiated at the physical POS during 2020 (to approximately €36bn), and a corresponding 26% 
increase in the number of remotely initiated (i.e. online) card payments. These trends are likely 
attributable to the restrictions imposed during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The continued trend of increased card usage in Ireland, particularly at the physical POS, 
does not appear to be indicative of a widespread issue of non-acceptance of cards by retailers. 
However, we are aware that it is considered best practice across the retail sector to clearly dis-
play at the point of sale or the entrance to their establishment if they do not accept a particular 
form of payment. 

In this regard, my Department has not considered any policy proposals to recommend mak-
ing it mandatory for retailers to accept card payments to this date. 

16/11/2021WRH03300Tax Yield

16/11/2021WRH03400212. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the total carbon tax col-
lected in 2019; the amount raised in the transport and buildings category by category in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55595/21]

16/11/2021WRH03500213. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the total carbon tax col-
lected in 2020; the amount raised in the transport and buildings category by category in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55596/21]

16/11/2021WRH03600214. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the total carbon tax col-
lected in 2021; the amount raised in the transport and buildings category by category in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55597/21]

16/11/2021WRH03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
to 214, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the only available breakdown of receipts from Carbon Tax is 
by the relevant fuel type as this is the basis of which the tax is charged. Carbon Tax receipts, 
broken down by fuel type, for years 2019 and 2020 are published on the Revenue website at 
link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/excise/receipts-vol-
ume-and-price/excise-receipts-commodity.aspx
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The table below sets out the provisional Carbon Tax receipts by fuel type for 2021 (to end 
October 2021).

2021 (Provisional year to date)

Fuel Type Receipt €m
Auto Diesel 231.04
Petrol 48.93
Aviation Gasoline 0.07
Kerosene 64.36
Marked Gas Oil 71.55
Fuel Oil 1.53
Other LPG 12.35
Auto LPG 0.04
Natural Gas 73.08
Solid Fuel 23.41
Total Carbon Tax 526.36

  Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 212.

  Question No. 214 answered with Question No. 212.

16/11/2021WRH04000Tax Yield

16/11/2021WRH04100215. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance if the estimated carbon tax 
income of €9.5 billion to 2030 factors in the EU Fit for 55 proposals for carbon tax changes 
on transport and buildings; the estimated impact these changes would have on Irish carbon tax 
income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55598/21]

16/11/2021WRH04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the De-
partment of Finance provided a point-in-time estimate of potential revenue arising from incre-
mental increases in the rate of carbon tax out to 2030 to assist with the Programme for Gov-
ernment in 2020. This estimate, therefore, predates the European Commission Proposal on the 
extension of the EU ETS to the road transport and building sector.   

The proposed extension of the EU ETS to the road transport and building sector would 
impact carbon pricing and could therefore necessitate examination of carbon taxation in these 
areas. However, the negotiation of the ETS proposal is ongoing with all aspects of the file under 
discussion. Until such time as there is agreement on the file and we have a clear picture as to 
whether this extension will occur and in what specific manner that should occur, I cannot com-
ment on the specific hypothetical impact on carbon tax yield estimates. 

Ireland is engaging constructively with our EU colleagues on the Fit for 55 package nego-
tiations, and will continue to stress the importance of our domestic carbon tax commitments.

16/11/2021WRH04300Bonds Redemption

16/11/2021WRH04400216. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the amount that has been 
raised in Irish sovereign green bonds; the way this money has been used; his plans to raise 
green revenue by this mechanism in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55655/21]
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16/11/2021WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) that by the end of 2020, the NTMA had issued a total of €6.1bn 
nominal of Irish Sovereign Green Bonds (ISGBs) in three separate transactions.

1. The inaugural issue of €3bn, through a syndication, in October 2018 

2. A syndicated tap of €2bn in October 2019

3. A €1.1bn auction in September 2020 – this includes €0.1bn sold in the non-competitive 
auction

The cash proceeds raised from the three transactions totalled just over €6.5bn. 

Just over €6.3bn or 97% of those proceeds have been allocated to eligible green projects 
across the six eligible green categories which include Clean Transportation, Renewable Energy 
and Sustainable Water and Wastewater Management. The balance of just under €0.2bn will be 
available for future allocation. 

The Irish Sovereign Green Bond Allocation Report 2020, which was published in July 2021 
on the NTMA’s website, provides further detail in respect of the allocation of monies raised via 
ISGBs.

Last Thursday, 11 November, the NTMA held its second auction of ISGBs, selling €650m. 
It sold a further €97.5m in the non-competitive auction bringing to €747.5m nominal the total 
issued in the auction. The cash proceeds raised from this auction were €839m and these are also 
available for future allocation. 

The NTMA will continue to look for opportunities to issue further sovereign green bonds as 
market conditions allow.

16/11/2021WRH04600Pensions Reform

16/11/2021WRH04700217. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to update rule 
4(1)(b) of the Pensions Declaration Rules 1966 regarding an eligible witness to include addi-
tional persons such as elected members of both the Houses of the Oireachtas and local authori-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55867/21]

16/11/2021WRH04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The policy area has been transferred to 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform as Ministerial responsibility for the area con-
cerned was transferred under S.I. 10 of 2011 Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 2011. 

PQ 23629/20 answered last year by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform was 
concerned with a provision of the Pensions Declaration Rules 1966. 

16/11/2021WRH04900Tax Collection

16/11/2021WRH05000218. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Finance if a review of the 4% interest 
charged by the Revenue Commissioners on deferred local property tax in circumstances in 
which the household income is deemed insufficient to meet the demand will be undertaken; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55968/21]

16/11/2021WRH05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 2012 report of the Interdepartmen-
tal Group on the Design of a Property Tax considered the issue of introducing an exemption or 
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waiver for property owners below a certain income threshold. Having considered the possible 
inequities and administrative challenges of such an exemption or waiver structure the group 
recommended instead a deferral scheme that would assist property owners in a number of dif-
ferent scenarios including low income. The interdepartmental group recommended that where 
taxpayers are entitled to, and have elected for, deferral of LPT, interest due on deferred pay-
ments should be at a lower rate to the rate charged on overdue LPT which is 8% per annum. The 
Government accepted these recommendations.

Part 12 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) accordingly includes 
arrangements whereby a person may opt to defer, or partially defer, payment of the tax if certain 
conditions are met. Any LPT that is deferred between 2013 and 2021 carries an interest charge 
of 4% per annum.  Interest will accrue on the deferred amount until such time that it is paid off. 
In providing for the possibility of deferral of the tax, the reduced rate of interest recognises that 
the circumstances in which a person defers the tax charge are very different from those where 
the property owner simply fails to pay the tax.  

A review of the interest rate on deferred LPT took place this year, in advance of the next 
LPT valuation period (i.e. 2022 to 2025).   The review took account of the Covid initiative on 
the warehousing of tax debts, in respect of which a reduced interest rate of 3% applies for late 
payment of outstanding liabilities.  In the interests of consistency and fairness, the Govern-
ment decided to  reduce the LPT deferral rate to 3%.  The 3% rate will apply to any LPT that 
is deferred on or after 1 January 2022.  It will also apply to any LPT that was deferred between 
2013 and 2021, to the extent that it is still outstanding in 2022.  The recently enacted Finance 
(Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 also provides that for 2022 the deferral income 
thresholds will be increased to €18,000 for a single owner (from €15,000) and €30,000 for a 
couple (from €25,000).  

Where a liable person does not qualify for or does not wish to avail of a deferral there are 
a wide number of phased payment options available to assist with budgeting. The various op-
tions are designed to provide the maximum possible flexibility for individual circumstances. 
Throughout the pandemic, Revenue has engaged extensively with individual taxpayers expe-
riencing financial difficulties due to the pandemic to agree flexible arrangements that best suit 
their circumstances, including in respect of LPT liabilities and will continue to fully engage 
with taxpayers facing tax payment difficulties.

16/11/2021WRH05200Insurance Industry

16/11/2021WRH05300219. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the exorbitant rise in insurance costs faced by the horse and pony racing sectors which 
is putting their existence in peril; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55989/21]

16/11/2021WRH05400220. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is taking to 
combat the exorbitant rise in insurance costs faced by organisations such as the horse and pony 
racing sectors which is putting their existence in peril; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55990/21]

16/11/2021WRH05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 219 
and 220 together.

At the outset, I would clarify that neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can influence 
the provision nor pricing of insurance products, nor do we have the power to direct insurance 
companies to provide cover to specific individuals or businesses.  This position is reinforced by 
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the EU Solvency II Directive insurance framework. 

Having said that, this Government is acutely aware of the concerns felt by many sectors, 
including the equestrian ones highlighted by the Deputy, regarding the cost and availability 
of insurance. It has therefore prioritised the implementation of the Action Plan for Insurance 
Reform. As the Deputy may be aware, the first Action Plan Implementation Report, which was 
published in July, shows that significant progress has been made, with 34 of the 66 actions con-
tained therein now completed. 

One of the key achievements in the first half of this year was the implementation of the 
Personal Injuries Guidelines some six months ahead of schedule. Early data from the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) shows that since the commencement of the new Guidelines 
award levels have reduced by an average of 40%. This is an encouraging development; it is my 
hope that this trend will continue and result in lower insurance costs.  As the reform agenda 
progresses, we will continue to hold the industry to account on its commitments to pass on sav-
ings from the Guidelines, and other elements of the reforms, to customers. Minister of State 
Fleming, in his ongoing engagement with the sector, has emphasised the need for insurance 
providers to reduce premiums and increase their risk appetite to provide cover in new areas. He 
will be meeting directly with the insurance sector representatives, including the CEOs of the 
main firms operating here, this month to reiterate this message. 

A further element of the Action Plan with particular relevance to these types of activities 
involves reviewing the Duty of Care. The Minister for Justice, who is leading on this action, 
has noted to Government the intention to bring forward legislative proposals to reform the law 
in this area. I understand from Department of Justice officials that these proposals are at an 
advanced stage and it is my hope that these will significantly assist the sporting and outdoor 
activity sector. 

I would like to take this opportunity to assure the Deputy that securing a more sustainable 
and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland re-
mains a key policy priority for this Government.  In this regard, it is my intention to work with 
my Government colleagues to ensure that the implementation of the Action Plan can continue 
to have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for all individuals, 
businesses and community groups across the country, including in the equestrian sector as well 
as other leisure and outdoor pursuits. 

  Question No. 220 answered with Question No. 219.

16/11/2021WRH05700Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRH05800221. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance when the planned examina-
tion of green budgeting practices from a tax perspective as per action 69 of the Climate Action 
Plan 2021 is due to take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56021/21]

16/11/2021WRH05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance com-
menced green budgeting analysis of tax measures in Budget 2022. 

As the Deputy is aware, green budgeting is a process which seeks to consider the effects 
of fiscal policy and the budgetary process on the transition to a more sustainable and climate 
friendly economy.  

The publication “A Review of Green Budgeting from a Tax Perspective” was published on 
Budget day along with the Budget 2022 documents, and is available on the Budget website at 



Questions - Written Answers

90

the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e491-taxation-measures/. This review provides 
a framework for undertaking green budgeting analysis of tax measures in an Irish context and 
analyses existing tax measures and recent budgetary changes. The green budgeting related tax 
measures in Budget 2022 were also identified in the ‘Budget 2022: Tax Policy Changes’ docu-
ment, available at the same link. 

Analysis in the report demonstrates that the tax system as a whole can be considered climate-
positive, in monetary terms, and that recent budgetary changes have improved the climate-
positive contribution of the tax system in these terms. This is due significantly to the climate-
positive effect of tax revenue measures, which outweigh the overall climate-negative effects of 
tax expenditures. The review highlights the importance of identifying such climate-negative 
measures, though acknowledging that there may be wider societal and economic reasons why 
these measures were put in place.

The analysis that has been undertaken by my Department complements work undertaken 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with regards to green budgeting from an 
expenditure perspective. 

16/11/2021WRJ00200Climate Action Plan
16/11/2021WRJ00300222. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to issue new Irish 

sovereign green bonds as per action 74 of the Climate Action Plan 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [56023/21]

16/11/2021WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency that on Thursday last, 11 November, the NTMA sold €650m of the Irish 
Sovereign Green Bond (ISGB) maturing in 2031 in a bond auction. It sold a further €97.5m in 
the non-competitive auction bringing to €747.5m nominal the total issued in the auction. The 
cash proceeds raised from this auction were €839m. 

This brings to almost €6.85bn nominal (over €7.3bn in cash proceeds raised) the total green 
bond issuance so far by the NTMA, following the inaugural issue in 2018, a syndicated tap in 
2019, and an auction in September 2020. 

The NTMA will continue to look for opportunities to issue further sovereign green bonds as 
market conditions allow.

The third annual allocation ISGB report was published in July of this year. It provides detail 
on allocations to eligible green projects from ISGB proceeds in 2020. 

The second annual eligible green projects impact report was also issued in July of this year. 
It details the environmental impact measures connected to the 2019 allocation report.  

Both reports will be published annually. 

16/11/2021WRJ00500Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRJ00600223. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to develop a road-
map for review and transition away from fossil fuel tax subsidies in the transport sector as per 
action 259 of the Climate Action Plan 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56025/21]

16/11/2021WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Action 259 of the Climate Action Plan 
2021 refers to developing a roadmap  for review and transitioning away from fossil fuel subsi-
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dies in the transport sector. 

To complete this action, analysis of the cost and impact of existing tax fossil fuel subsidies 
will be undertaken.  My Department will engage with other relevant Departments and based 
on the outcome of the analysis, a roadmap to transition away from fossil fuel subsidies will be 
developed.   

16/11/2021WRJ00800Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRJ00900224. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to prepare a climate 
finance roadmap as per action 430 of the Climate Action Plan 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [56026/21]

16/11/2021WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Climate Action Plan 2021 is the 
all-of-Government plan that sets out the steps and actions we need to take to halve our emis-
sions by 2030 and aim to reach net zero no later than 2050. This transformation will impact on 
all sectors of the economy and finance flows should be consistent with a pathway towards low 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate resilient development.

Ireland recognises international climate action as a major priority in light of the threat cli-
mate change presents to the world, including the achievement of the Sustainable Development 
Goals and how climate change drives humanitarian needs. Ireland targets international climate 
finance towards helping the poorest to adapt to climate impacts, in the sectors and countries 
where they are most affected. 

As mentioned in the Climate Action Plan 2021, the Programme for Government has com-
mitted to at least doubling the percentage of Ireland’s Official Development Assistance that is 
spent on international climate finance by 2030. This month at COP26 in Glasgow, the Taoiseach 
announced that Ireland will be contributing at least €225 million annually in climate finance 
by 2025 – increasing Ireland’s contribution to the developed countries’ agreed collective cli-
mate finance goal of $100 billion per year. The Climate Finance Roadmap will set out how we 
achieve this aim. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs are leading on preparing the Roadmap. They will de-
velop it in close collaboration with my own Department, as well as the Department of the Envi-
ronment, Climate and Communications, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and 
other relevant stakeholders.  We look forward to working with Foreign Affairs and other col-
leagues to help prepare this important Roadmap in a coherent whole-of-Government manner.

16/11/2021WRJ01100Climate Action Plan

16/11/2021WRJ01200225. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to explore the po-
tential for new tax measures to support retrofit as per action 214 of the Climate Action Plan 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56027/21]

16/11/2021WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): One of the actions set out in the re-
cently published Climate Action Plan is that my Department will explore the potential for new 
tax measures to support retrofit. As provided in the action plan, the timeline established for this 
action is Q4 2022. Details of the process are yet to be finalised.

In relation to the process of assessing proposals for tax expenditures generally, I would 
make the following observations:
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- In the normal course of events, the introduction of any new tax expenditure measure would 
take place in the context of the annual Budget and Finance Bill process.  

- It would also be usual that proposals for tax expenditure measures would be assessed in 
accordance with my Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines.  These make clear that it is im-
portant that any policy proposal which involves tax expenditures should only occur in limited 
circumstances where there are demonstrable market failures and where a tax-based incentive is 
more efficient than a direct expenditure intervention.  

- Furthermore, I must always be mindful of the public finances and the many demands on 
the Exchequer. Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile in themselves, lead to a narrowing of the 
tax base and a strong and convincing case for the benefits and outcomes need to be articulated 
in order for due consideration to be given for the commitment of scarce taxpayer resources for 
such reliefs.

16/11/2021WRJ01400National Asset Management Agency

16/11/2021WRJ01500226. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the volume of development land 
in hectares currently held by NAMA or for which NAMA has an interest in tabular form; the 
amount of the land that has active planning permission; the number of residential units that are 
included as part of the planning permissions; and the number of these residential units that are 
currently commenced and under construction. [56075/21]

16/11/2021WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As indicated in my response of 2nd 
November 2021 to Questions 246, 247, 253, 265, 266, NAMA’s loans are secured by an es-
timated 638 hectares of land of which 426 of these hectares have residential zoning and will 
be suitable for residential development between now and 2035. 212 hectares are not currently 
zoned residential. 

A breakdown of this land by planning status and unit capacity, along with details of units 
currently under construction, is contained in the aforementioned response which can be found 
at the following link: www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2021-11-02/246/.

For the Deputy’s convenience, the relevant elements are reiterated below. 

Land Assets

I am advised that NAMA debtors and receivers own an estimated 426 hectares of land that 
is potentially suitable for residential development in Ireland between now and 2035. It should 
be noted that only 63 hectares of this land has planning permission; the remaining 363 hectares 
does not yet have planning. Table 1 sets out the size, unit capacity, and local authority area of 
residential land with planning permission securing NAMA’s loan portfolio. This data excludes 
sites which are currently under construction or where funding is approved for construction (cir-
ca 1,500 units). NAMA regularly assesses the feasibility of sites with planning permission and, 
where development is deemed commercially viable, NAMA provides funding for the delivery 
of new residential units on the sites. 

Table 1: Sites with planning permission

Local Authority Area  Potential Units Site area (hectares) 
Cork County Council 24  4 
Dublin City Council 199  3 
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Local Authority Area  Potential Units Site area (hectares) 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council 

745 14 

Fingal County Council 411 15 
South Dublin County Council 817 15 
Wicklow County Council 549 12 

2,745 63 

Table 2 details residential zoned land without planning permission owned by NAMA debt-
ors and receivers. This data includes sites where planning permission is lodged, being prepared 
or which are subject to pre-planning and feasibility assessments. The development of the major-
ity of sites in Table 2 can only occur over the medium to long term. 

 Table 2: Sites without planning permission

Local Authority Area Potential Units Site area (hectares) 
Cork County Council  300  32 
Dublin City Council 7,400  94 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County   
Council 

720    7 

Fingal County Council 4,751 136 
Kildare County Council 1,340  37 
Meath County Council 415   9 
South Dublin County Council 110  10 
Wexford County Council 436  15 
Wicklow County Council 219  23 

15,691 363 

Additionally, NAMA holds security over 212 hectares of unzoned land which is not yet 
included in any local authority development plans. 

NAMA expects to directly deliver a further 2,000+ units from its secured portfolio.

  Table 3 illustrates NAMA’s delivery potential based on the viability and profile of the 
remaining sites with planning permission in NAMA’s portfolio. I am advised that delivery of 
the 2,000+ units in the first 2 rows, (a) and (b), where it is indicated that funding is approved 
or under consideration, will be extremely challenging. NAMA’s objective is to make the sites 
under (d) and (e) as shovel ready as possible by achieving planning before disposal. The sites 
under (f) will only likely become available post-2025, but it is important to asset manage them 
between now and then by trying to resolve infrastructure and zoning, and ultimately planning.

Table 3: NAMA Residential Delivery Pipeline

- Details No. of Units

 
NAMA delivery 
potential

a. Under construction (600 units) or with funding approved 
(900 units)  

1,500 units 

b. Planning permission granted and funding under consider-
ation 

800 units 
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- Details No. of Units

Future delivery by 
private developers 

c. Planning permission granted but will be sold or refi-
nanced by debtors 

2,000 units 

d. Planning applications lodged and under consideration by 
the planning authorities  

800 units 

Long term (post-
2025) 

e. Planning applications being prepared  3,200 units 
f. Longer term potential subject to viability, planning, vari-
ous infrastructural requirements and zoning 

11,700 units   

Total 20,000 units 

  Question No. 227 answered with Question No. 210.

16/11/2021WRJ01800Insurance Coverage

16/11/2021WRJ01900228. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 145 of 9 November 2021, the percentage of the 2% of primary home mortgages 
provided without the requirement for mortgage protection insurance that were given an exemp-
tion either specifically due to suffering from an eating disorder or under the exemption (b) of 
section 126 of Consumer Credit Act 1995 given that this is the only exemption that could cover 
a mortgage applicant with an eating disorder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56077/21]

16/11/2021WRJ02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As referred to in my answer to the ear-
lier question from the Deputy, it was estimated that on an annual basis only 0.05% of mortgage 
applications were refused due to the fact that the applicant did not put in place an acceptable 
policy of mortgage insurance and that on an annual basis around 2% of primary home mortgag-
es were provided without the requirement for mortgage protection insurance.  My Department 
does not have any further or more detailed information on this specific data.

However, more generally the BPFI has indicated that financial institutions always seek to 
ensure the right outcome for the customer by taking all aspects of the specific mortgage applica-
tion into consideration and, in reviewing any case where an exemption to the requirement to ar-
range mortgage protection insurance is sought, lenders will engage closely with each customer 
on a case-by-case basis to understand the credit and other risks which may arise in each indi-
vidual case. Of most concern in such cases is understanding if any surviving party to the mort-
gage would have the ability to repay the facility in the event of the death of the uninsured party. 
There are situations where it is deemed in the customer’s best interest to waive the requirement 
and others where it is deemed not to be in the customer’s best interest to waive the requirement 
for mortgage protection. This is likely to be particularly relevant where the mortgage is on the 
family home or the primary residence of the customer. Also it should be noted that, as custom-
ers typically arrange mortgage protection insurance through a third-party insurance company, 
lenders are often unaware of the specific reasons why the third-party insurance company has 
declined mortgage protection cover and therefore this is not a factor included in consideration 
when deciding on a waiver request.  

Nevertheless, it should also be noted that if any person is not satisfied with the way a regu-
lated mortgage provider or insurance provider has dealt with them in relation to an applica-
tion for a mortgage or mortgage protection insurance, the consumer can complain directly to 
the regulated entity.  If they are not satisfied with the response from the regulated entity, the 
response to their complaint from the regulated entity is required to include details for the bor-
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rower on how to refer their complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman who, 
if a valid complaint is made, will independently consider matter. 

16/11/2021WRJ02100Departmental Policies

16/11/2021WRJ02200229. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken and-or 
the decision that has been made on an issue (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [56102/21]

16/11/2021WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that this matter is cur-
rently before the Courts. Accordingly, I do not believe it is appropriate to comment at this time. 

16/11/2021WRJ02400Flood Risk Management

16/11/2021WRJ02500230. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the timeline for the proposed flood protection scheme in Arklow, County Wicklow; 
if the schedule of works will be aligned with works for the Arklow wastewater treatment plant 
to prevent potential flooding on the northside of the river in particular the Ferrybank area; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [56150/21]

16/11/2021WRJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Arklow Flood Relief Scheme is being progressed by Wicklow County 
Council, with support and full funding provided by the Office of Public Works under the OPW’s 
Capital Flood Relief Programme.  As part of this scheme, Wicklow County Council intends to 
undertake engineering works along the Avoca River to mitigate the risk of flooding, includ-
ing in the Ferrybank area.  A planning submission for the scheme was lodged with An Bórd 
Pleanála in May of this year and, subject to approval, it is anticipated that archaeological works 
could commence on site in the summer of 2022.  

Officials at Irish Water advise that the main contract works for the Arklow Wastewater 
Treatment Plant commenced in late September of this year.  Works on asbestos removal, silt 
trenches and service diversions are ongoing.   The design of the Wastewater Treatment Plant has 
had regard to the shared works element of the two schemes to the extent permitted in the plan-
ning permission.  The details of the shared works elements will be reviewed in the context of 
the development of the final detailed designs of the Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Flood 
Relief Scheme respectively. 

16/11/2021WRJ02700Flood Risk Management

16/11/2021WRJ02800231. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding that has been made available to a municipal district (details supplied) for flood relief 
schemes; that schemes that will be funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55593/21]

16/11/2021WRJ02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) for the Shannon River Basin, 
launched in 2018, includes a recommendation to progress a flood relief scheme for Ballinasloe. 
A Project Steering Group, comprising representatives from the Office of Public Works as Con-
tracting Authority, and Galway County Council as project partners, is in place to progress the 
Scheme under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 (as amended). 
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In 2019, the OPW appointed Engineering and Environmental Consultants to complete the 
design of the scheme, which will provide protection to 222 properties when complete at a pre-
liminary cost estimate of €8.6m.

The main measures proposed include: 

- Construction of flood defences (including 530m of new defence walls, 5,050m of flood 
embankments and a demountable flood gate).

- Construction of two new 6m wide flood alleviation arch culverts at Ballinasloe East Bridge. 

- Construction of two Lock Gates across the Canal and a sluice gate across the channel flow-
ing into the marina from the canal.

- Upgrade the existing Kilclooney Road Bridge on the River Deerpark and regrading of the 
riverbed upstream and downstream of Kilclooney Road Bridge to maximize efficiency of the 
upgraded structure.

- Maintain all existing defences and the West and East Atlas channels to ensure their full 
capacity can be utilised in a flood event.

Public Consultation Days.

As part of the consultation process for the scheme, and in order to raise awareness of the 
proposed flood mitigation works, a “Public Consultation Day” (PCD) was held on the 5th of 
March 2020 which included a short presentation on the Scheme to Local Councillors. A further 
Public Consultation to discuss the emerging options for the Scheme will be held early in 2022. 
The OPW will be seeking input from all stakeholders and members of the public on the various 
emerging options under consideration, with a view to promoting a positive and inclusive ap-
proach to the scheme development. 

OPW provides funding to Galway County Council for a Project Engineer to enable the 
Council to support the development of the Flood Relief scheme in Ballinasloe, and to progress 
flood relief schemes in Clifden and, in time, Portumna, and those schemes will be funded from 
within the allocated €1 billion for flood risk management over the period of the National De-
velopment Plan 2021-2030.  Provision for the cost of the Scheme is included in the Office of 
Public Works’ multi-annual capital allocation.

16/11/2021WRJ03000An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRJ03100232. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the upgrading of Bawnboy Garda station, County Cavan will proceed to construction stage; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55679/21]

16/11/2021WRJ03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The re-opening of Bawnboy Garda Station is part of the ‘Pilot Programme 
of Station re-openings’.   

The tender evaluation for Bawnboy Garda Station is now complete. This matter is the sub-
ject of ongoing discussion between An Garda Síochána and the Office of Public Works.

The programme for the works will take about 12 weeks to complete. 
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16/11/2021WRJ03300National Parks

16/11/2021WRJ03400233. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide details of the works carried out at Emo Court from 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in 
tabular form; and if he will provide details of the derogation licenses associated with the works. 
[55705/21]

16/11/2021WRJ03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Due to the detailed nature of the request I am advised that my colleagues 
will respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

16/11/2021WRJ03600Civil Service

16/11/2021WRJ03700234. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will ex-
tend the deadline for the Irish language executive officer panel due to expire on 31 December 
2021 in view of the Covid-19 pandemic and the resultant delays in placements being offered to 
successful candidates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55749/21]

16/11/2021WRJ03800235. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
review the processes for filling executive officer placements to ensure that Irish language ex-
ecutive officer panels are considered alongside general English language panels; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55750/21]

16/11/2021WRJ03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 234 and 235 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is the independent, 
statutory body that provides professional recruitment and selection services to the civil service.

In relation to the recruitment of fluent Irish speakers to the civil service, such speakers can 
apply for competitions that specifically require fluency in the Irish language.  They can also ap-
ply for competitions that do not require fluency in the Irish language and express and, in doing 
so, indicate their fluency in Irish that may be taken into consideration for assignments to posts 
that may be vacant should they subsequently come under consideration for appointment.  There 
is nothing to preclude candidates from applying from more than one competition provided they 
meet all eligibility criteria set out in the respective competition.

PAS forms panels for general civil service positions that candidates are assigned from as and 
when vacancies are notified to PAS by civil service employers.  The number of positions avail-
able to any particular panel depends on the demand from Departments/Offices and adherence to 
their pay and numbers allocations.  While every effort is made to endeavour that panels are not 
large, candidates are advised that placement on a particular panel is no guarantee of appoint-
ment to a position arising from their participation in a particular competition.  PAS has contin-
ued to serve all requests for candidates to be assigned from panels throughout the pandemic.

In relation to the Irish Executive Officer panels formed from the 2019 competitions, my 
Department has already authorised PAS to extend the expiry date of the current Irish Executive 
Officer panels by three months to 31 December 2021, with a notification having issued to can-
didates on panels to this effect by PAS.  A new Irish Executive Officer competition is due to be 
undertaken by PAS in January 2022 from which all future assignments will be made.  I consider 
this an appropriate timeframe in terms of striking a balance between how long candidates may 
remain on panels against the need to refresh panels by allowing applications from those either 
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not eligible at the closing date or who did not meet the standard at a point in time for a particular 
competition.

The Deputy will be aware that the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill, currently before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas, proposes a 20% Irish language fluency target for all new hires to 
the public service by 2030 in line with Programme for Government commitments.   The imple-
mentation of the Government’s Rural Development Strategy “Our Rural Future”  that was 
launched in March by the Minister for Community and Rural Development, may also provide 
enhanced opportunities for Irish-speaking roles in the public service in the years ahead.

  Question No. 235 answered with Question No. 234.

16/11/2021WRJ04100Local Authorities

16/11/2021WRJ04200236. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way that elected members of local government can benefit from EU funding such as the Euro-
pean Territorial Co-operation programme (or Interreg); if his Department supports councillors 
and their communities to access this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46326/21]

16/11/2021WRJ04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): ETC (Inter-
reg) Funding is available to Irish Stakeholders through a number of EU Funding Programmes.  
Each of these programmes have specific focuses, and funding is allocated under an array of 
Priorities and Specific Objectives.   

Interreg Programmes have regular “Calls” for Funding opportunities, and through Transna-
tional Partnerships, Irish Stakeholders can apply for funding.  

In general, the eligibility of stakeholders in Ireland to participate in ETC Programmes is not 
limited and is open to most organisations who wish to apply.  

The Local Authority sector in Ireland have historically been very successful in accessing 
ETC (Interreg) Funding.  The Northern & Western Regional Assembly, The Southern Regional 
Assembly, The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly and the SEUPB each have Regional/
National Contact Points for ETC Programmes and they provide guidance and support to Irish 
Stakeholders wishing to access ETC (INTERREG) Funding in the following programmes: 
Northern Periphery and Arctic, North West Europe, Atlantic Area, Interreg Europe, UBRBACT, 
ESPON and Peace Plus.

16/11/2021WRJ04400Vacant Sites

16/11/2021WRJ04500237. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of vacant sites currently managed by the Office of Public Works; and the amount spent 
on security and maintenance since 2019. [55854/21]

16/11/2021WRJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Office of Public Works (OPW) manages 
and maintains a substantial and complex estate - approximately 2,500 properties and sites val-
ued at around €3.3 billion.

It is a diverse portfolio that includes office accommodation for all Government Depart-
ments, the property estate for An Garda Síochána and numerous properties for many State 
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Agencies.  The portfolio also houses specialised spaces such as public offices, laboratories, 
cultural institutions, warehouses, heritage properties, visitor centres and sites. 

In any major portfolio, there will always be a certain level of vacant properties and sites.  
Not all vacant properties and sites are deemed surplus to the State’s requirements or deemed 
suitable for disposal. 

The OPW, like other State bodies, is obliged to follow central Government policies and 
protocols on the disposal of surplus properties. 

As a matter of policy, no property or site is disposed of until there is absolute certainty that 
there is no alternative State use for that property. 

The OPW’s approach to managing vacant properties and sites is first, to establish if the 
property or site is needed for alternative State use; if it can be re-purposed for Government 
Departments or the wider public service, including the Land Development Agency and Local 
Authorities. 

A number of strategic properties or sites are retained in case of future State use or develop-
ment.  We have to be in a position to meet demands arising from Government policy changes 
to public service provision. 

Second, if no State use is identified, the OPW considers open market disposal – depending 
on market conditions. 

Third, we may consider community involvement, depending on a detailed submission 
showing that a community or voluntary group can insure, maintain and manage the property or 
site. 

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that there are currently 33 vacant sites. 

The maintenance costs for the sites were 2019: €21,500; 2020: €14,400 and 2021 (up to 12 
November): €24,400. There were no specific security costs associated with these sites for the 
years in question.

16/11/2021WRJ04700Civil Service

16/11/2021WRJ04800238. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
preparatory work that has been done by his Department to ensure that the Civil Service will be 
able to provide the services as outlined in the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill 2019 which 
is likely to be enacted before the end of 2021 which will place extra responsibilities on the civil 
service in relation to providing services through the Irish language; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55928/21]

16/11/2021WRJ04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Deputy 
will recall that officials from my Department appeared in July before the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on the Irish Language, Gaeltacht and the Irish-speaking Community.  The Committee 
examined in some detail the recruitment of Irish speakers to the civil service in the context of 
the ambitious 2030 recruitment targets set out in the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill that 
is presently before the Houses of the Oireachtas and against the July 2019 audit findings of An 
Coimisinéir Teanga that highlighted that only c. 0.4% of total positions were presently desig-
nated by civil service employers as positions having an Irish language proficiency requirement.

It is clear that the achievement of a 20% recruitment target of proficient Irish speakers by 
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2030 will require a cross-Government approach.  On enactment of the Bill presently before the 
Oireachtas, the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media will establish 
an Advisory Committee on Irish languages services.  The functions of this Advisory Committee 
are set out in the Bill and include the publication of a national plan to increase the provision of 
services through the medium of Irish that will likely require the consideration of approaches to 
the future recruitment of Irish speakers in the coming years.  The Public Appointments Service, 
as the principal recruiter for the civil and public service, and my Department will be represented 
as members on this broader Committee once it has been established.

In the context of actions assigned to my Department under the current Irish Language Ac-
tion Plan, my Department continues to authorise competitions to attract applications from fluent 
Irish speakers to specialist positions and to general service posts across the civil service.  Irish 
language training courses continued to be made available to all existing civil servants via One-
Learning, which is the Learning and Development Shared Services Centre for the civil service 
that is based in my Department.  OneLearning is at an advanced stage of finalising the procure-
ment of an expanded range of Irish Language training courses from 2022, that will include the 
introduction of a beginner’s Irish course.

16/11/2021WRJ05000Departmental Staff

16/11/2021WRJ05100239. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of civil servants in his Department that are able to do their business through Irish, by 
grade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55929/21]

16/11/2021WRJ05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My Depart-
ment is committed to meeting its obligations under the Official Languages Act 2003 and, in 
particular, the commitments outlined in the Department’s Official Languages Scheme, which 
is available on the Department’s website.  Given the nature of its functions and work, my De-
partment does not have a high level of direct contact with, or provide schemes and services 
directly to, members of the general public.  My Department makes every effort to accommodate 
customers who wish to conduct their business through Irish.  To facilitate this, customers can 
contact my Department at a dedicated Irish Language email address: eolas@per.gov.ie.  

The specific information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of staff in my 
Department who are able to conduct business through Irish is set out in the table below.

Grades (or equivalent) Number
Assistant Principal 3 
Administrative Officer 1 
Higher Executive Officer 2 
Executive Officer 2 
Clerical Officer 1 

16/11/2021WRJ05300Flood Risk Management

16/11/2021WRJ05400240. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the flood relief scheme in Clifden, County Galway; the public consultation that 
has taken place or is planned in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55940/21]

16/11/2021WRJ05500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
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rick O’Donovan): The Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) for the Erriff - Clew Bay - 
Blacksod – Broadhaven river basin launched in 2018 includes a recommendation to progress a 
flood relief scheme for Clifden to alleviate fluvial flooding from the Owenglin River.

In March 2021, Galway Co. Council, acting as the Contracting Authority for the project, 
invited tenders for the appointment of a consultant to progress the scheme, which included 
requirements for the environmental assessments associated with a flood relief scheme of this 
nature. 

I am advised by Galway County Council that a consultant was appointed in November 2021 
and that the commencement meeting has taken place, with discussions ongoing with respect 
to the date of the first Public Consultation Day, which will be advertised locally in due course. 

OPW provides funding to Galway County Council for a Project Engineer to enable the 
Council to support the development of the Flood Relief scheme in Clifden, and to progress 
flood relief schemes in Ballinasloe and, in time, Portumna, and those schemes will be funded 
from within the allocated €1 billion for flood risk management over the period of the National 
Development Plan 2021-2030.  Provision for the cost of the Scheme is included in the Office of 
Public Works’ multi-annual capital allocation.

16/11/2021WRJ05600Freedom of Information

16/11/2021WRJ05700241. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 5 of 23 September 2021, the status of the review of the 
freedom of information framework; the terms of reference of the review; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55941/21]

16/11/2021WRJ05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I would like 
to thank the Deputy for her ongoing interest in this important topic and for allowing me this 
opportunity to update the House on the progress of my Department’s review of the Freedom of 
Information Act.  I am pleased to report that there have been a number of developments in this 
regard since our last discussion on the matter.

In recent weeks I have published a roadmap for the review, setting out the various steps 
and timeframes for the process.  In brief, this includes a public consultation on the scope of the 
review, the publication of a consultation paper informed by stakeholder’s views on the themes 
to be addressed and a full consultation in which my Department will seek detailed submissions 
on the issues. 

In addition, my Department is developing a customer satisfaction survey to gauge percep-
tions of the FOI process, as well as a methodology for estimating the administrative burden and 
cost of the FOI system.  As the review progresses, these key information gathering activities 
will be supplemented by a desk-based review of international best practices, interviews, focus 
groups, regional events and other activities as required.

This is a ambitious programme of work in the interests of a careful and thorough review of 
the FOI system.  The review will conclude with a report and recommendations, which is sched-
uled for mid-2022.

I want to encourage all stakeholders to get involved in this important review, from the public 
sector to the media, academia, activists and interest groups, as well as individual requesters.

In line with this approach, my Department last week launched the initial public consultation 
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on the scope of the review.  The consultation includes a convenient online web form through 
which individuals can have their say, as well as submissions from public bodies, advocacy and 
other representative groups.

This has received a very positive response to date, with almost 200 responses received 
within 24 hours of launch, and a steady stream of further submissions since then.  The consulta-
tion will be open until 17th December, I would encourage all interested parties to participate in 
this process.

16/11/2021WRK00200Departmental Bodies

16/11/2021WRK00300242. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of times the natural water retention measures working group met in 2020 and to 
date 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55942/21]

16/11/2021WRK00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Natural Water Retention Measures (NWRM) Working Group was 
established to advise the National Technical Implementation Group of the Water Framework 
Directive on the use of NWRM as part of a broader suite of mitigation measures that could 
contribute to the achievement of environmental objectives set out in the second River Basin 
Management Plan.

The working group met three times in 2019 and once in 2020. The working group produced 
two reports, Overview and Recommendations for Use in Ireland and Evidence and Opportuni-
ties for use in Ireland.  These reports were both finalised in 2020 and presented to the National 
Technical Implementation Group for their consideration.

The NWRM Working Group having completed its work in 2020 did not meet in 2021. 

16/11/2021WRK00500Office of Public Works

16/11/2021WRK00600243. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
OPW will intervene to secure a building in danger of collapse (details supplied). [55947/21]

16/11/2021WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Section 28 of the State Property Act, 1954 provides that the property of dis-
solved companies at the date of dissolution becomes property of the State. Such property vests 
in the Minister for Pubic Expenditure and Reform.  The interest acquired by the Minister can 
be described as a ‘defeasible interest’ as it may be defeated by the restoration of the company 
within 20 years of dissolution. 

I am advised by my officials that the lands surrounding Vernonmount House were owned 
by V.M. Development Company Ltd.  This company is dissolved and these lands may have 
devolved to the State. 

However, the House and it’s immediate curtilage contained in Folio CK136041F is owned 
by a separate company Vernonmount House Restoration Ltd.  This company is live, its annual 
returns are up to date and the CRO status is Normal.   Therefore, the House and it’s immediate 
curtilage is not deemed to be vested in the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform under 
the State Property Act 1954 and, that being the case, the OPW has no role in this matter.

Question No. 244 answered with Question No. 117.
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16/11/2021WRK00800National Development Plan

16/11/2021WRK00900245. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount both as a percentage and in euro of the National Development Plan which was allocated 
to development outside of Dublin; and the amount both as a percentage and in euro of Budget 
2022 which was allocated to projects, schemes and developments outside of Dublin. [54433/21]

16/11/2021WRK01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As part of 
Project Ireland 2040 (PI2040), the National Development Plan (NDP), published on 4th Octo-
ber 2021, sets out the Government’s over-arching investment framework and broad direction 
for investment priorities for this decade.  

My Department allocates expenditure on a departmental basis, not a geographic basis. This 
is the case with both the NDP and Budget 2022.

The NDP therefore includes indicative Exchequer allocations for each Department for a five 
year period (2021 to 2025) and overall capital expenditure ceilings out to 2030. This expendi-
ture is aimed at supporting the delivery of the ten National Strategic Outcomes (NSOs) identi-
fied in the National Planning Framework (NPF), which sets the overarching spatial strategy for 
the next two decades. The ten NSOs are Compact Growth, Enhanced Regional Accessibility, 
Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities, Sustainable Mobility, A Strong Economy, 
supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills High-Quality International Connectivity, En-
hanced Amenity and Heritage, Transition to a Climate-Neutral and Climate Resilient Society, 
Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resource and finally Access to 
Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services.

The NPF targets 75 per cent of growth to take place outside Dublin, with 25 per cent of 
growth to be across the four regional cities combined (Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford) 
and 50 per cent of growth to occur in key regional centres, towns, villages and rural areas, as 
determined in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) and local authority de-
velopment plans. 

As the NDP is a high-level financial and budgetary framework it does not outline a com-
prehensive list of all the public investment projects that will take place over the next ten years. 
However, where sufficient planning and evaluation has already taken place, the NDP contains 
a large range of expenditure commitments for a range of strategic investment priorities which 
have been determined by the relevant Departments.  

Additionally, it should be noted that DPER, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP 
Review, does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies as this is 
primarily a matter for individual Departments and Agencies. Individual projects are generally 
selected by Departments or Agencies based on a detailed process which begins with setting 
their own sectoral strategy and goals, and then subsequently identifying specific needs or chal-
lenges to be addressed, whether that be through regulation, taxation, education or potentially 
expenditure on an investment project. Appropriate options are then assessed in line with the 
Public Spending Code.

For an extensive list of projects that are currently planned as part of PI2040, the Deputy 
might consider the publications that were published alongside the NDP, particularly the updated 
Investment tracker, which provides a composite update on the progress of all major invest-
ments with an estimated cost of greater than €20 million. The NDP is also accompanied with 
MyProjectIreland mapping tool which provides details on specific projects by county, including 
smaller investments such as schools and social housing projects. Please access the gov.ie/2040 
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page in order to check out the tracker and map. 

The earlier these projects are in the project life cycle the higher the level of uncertainty in 
relation to risks and costs. It wouldn’t be wise to try and provide a false sense of certainty on 
exactly how projects will fare as they proceed through all the necessary approval processes.  
As such, projects which are further along the project life cycle have more accurate cost and 
timeline estimates. A project without a finalised business case, a developed design, or planning 
approval is unlikely to have accurate estimates, particularly where these projects are potentially 
large and complex.

An analysis of this data was undertaken as part of Phase 1 of the NDP review published in 
April 2021 on gov.ie/2040. The analysis examined whether investment in the NDP was aligned 
with the targets set out in the NPF. The data examined shows a clear spread in the number of 
investment projects across the three regions, largely in line with the NPF growth targets. The 
regional cities in particular appear to have a lower share of investment projects over €20 million 
and €100 million compared to their planned growth, suggesting investment may be taking place 
in the wider regions rather than within the regional cities at present.

16/11/2021WRK01100Public Spending Code

16/11/2021WRK01200246. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
updates being considered to the Public Spending Code; the timeline for these updates; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [56020/21]

16/11/2021WRK01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As part of 
ongoing reforms to strengthen existing guidance in ensuring the efficient and effective manage-
ment of public investments, my Department is undertaking a number of updates to the Public 
Spending Code. These are described below. 

Capital projects   

In relation to the Public Spending Code capital expenditure guidance, A Guide to Evaluat-
ing, Planning and Managing Public Investment, 2019, the update of the Public Spending Code 
in 2019 highlighted the need for strengthened assurance of major projects over €100m. There 
are currently over fifty of these projects in the Exchequer funded element of the NDP. Major 
projects are usually complex, bespoke, and the risks associated with them tend to materialise. 
Cost overruns and/or delays on these projects can have a significant knock on impact on the rest 
of the capital programme. International evidence suggests that the single most effective guard 
against major project failure is the incorporation of an independent external review prior to 
project commencement.

My Department is introducing an External Assurance Process for major public capital proj-
ects in excess of €100m. This will involve independent expert reviews at two key stages in the 
project life cycle under the Public Spending Code (Approval in principal and prior to tender). 
This will allow for robust scrutiny of the costs underpinning major public investment proposals, 
and the consideration given to issues such as risk, delivery and governance in the business case 
for the proposal. This change is due to be actioned imminently within November 2021 and has 
been discussed at Government in recent weeks.

My Department has established a framework of appropriate external reviewers to conduct 
the assurance reviews at key milestones in project delivery. It is a mandatory requirement for 
all funding departments to participate in the process for major projects over €100m. This frame-
work is in place and will be utilised once projects over €100m reach the key decision gates for 
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Government approval.

Current expenditure    

In relation to the Public Spending Code current expenditure guidance, Guidelines for Evalu-
ating, Planning and Managing Current Expenditure, 2012 my Department has received support 
from the EU Commission to review and improve the existing process for ex-ante appraisal of 
current expenditure proposals. The purpose is to strengthen the existing guidance to better align 
the ex-ante appraisal process with International best practices that are relevant to Ireland and 
the project also aims to highlight new ex-ante appraisal methods and ongoing evaluation pro-
cesses stemming from the national wellbeing budget framework. 

It is expected that the revised elements of the Public Spending Code relating to the ex-ante 
appraisal of ‘current’ expenditure will be published in Q1 2023. 

Climate Change 

I am conscious that it is critical that the Public Spending Code provide a realistic assessment 
of the likely climate and environmental consequences of public investments.

My Department has a full programme of works for the evolution of the Public Spending 
Code to ensure that it is compatible with the Government’s enhanced climate ambition. In the 
first instance, the priority will be to significantly increase the cost associated with any release of 
additional greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. 

Each cost benefit analysis must provide an assessment of the net impact of the proposal on 
greenhouse gas emissions. These emissions are then priced according to a schedule of values 
based on the estimated marginal cost society will incur to reach specific climate targets. In other 
words, any project that results in greenhouse gas emissions must price these emissions at what 
it will likely cost society to reach our climate targets by adopting an offsetting measure that will 
reduce emissions. It is expected that my Department will undertake and publish an assessment 
on the suitability of existing PSC appraisal methodologies (such as marginal abatement cost 
(MAC) – derived shadow cost of carbon) in light of 2050 statutory target. The expected date 
for this work is Q4 2023.

In 2019, my Department tripled the price of carbon applied in the Code. This re-appraisal of 
the cost of carbon was based on the estimated costs associated with achieving a 30 per cent re-
duction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. Since then, the Government’s climate ambitions 
have been considerably strengthened. Now Ireland intends to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
51 per cent by 2030 and to reach a carbon neutral economy by 2050, with any remaining emis-
sions balanced by the removal of greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere. This means 
that the price applied in the Public Spending Code must be updated to reflect this enhanced 
ambition. It is expected that a new shadow price of carbon will be applied to all Government 
investment appraisal, this work is expected to take place in Q2 2022.

In addition, work has commenced with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) on evolving further aspects of the Public Spending Code. A new model 
for assessing the emissions impact of infrastructure investment will be progressed to ensure 
that the full range of potential consequences for this type of investment are captured and valued 
appropriately. This work will consider how such assessments are performed at the moment 
and what reforms might be implemented to improve these assessments. The project will also 
examine how investments that may be vulnerable to the impacts of climate change should be 
appraised. My Department plan to publish a study in Q4 2022 that determines whether the 
climate and environmental treatment of infrastructure emissions is appropriate in the PSC and 
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implement any reforms deemed necessary.

Finally, work will be progressed on understanding the role of an instrument like the Code, 
in a scenario where net zero greenhouse emissions must be achieved by 2050 and the role that 
the Public Spending Code can play in the achievement of broader environmental objectives.

Ultimately, the objective of this programme of work is to allow Government to take deci-
sions that are fully informed by the best possible evidence on the consequences of these deci-
sions.

Public Spending Code guidance will be updated periodically as appropriate to ensure that 
it continues to reflect best practice and best available analysis, remains relevant and is as user-
friendly as possible. 

16/11/2021WRK01400An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRK01500247. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the contracts for the construction of the new Bailieborough Garda station have not being 
signed; when it is expected this will happen; the reason for such delays given that the design 
plans were signed off on as far back as 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56072/21]

16/11/2021WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The contract for this project has been placed and it is expected that construc-
tion works will begin before the end of the year.

16/11/2021WRK01700Public Expenditure Policy

16/11/2021WRK01800248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his Department has identified particular tendencies in the context of public spending, current or 
capital, including inflationary elements which may require corrective measures; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56138/21]

16/11/2021WRK01900251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he remains satisfied that public spending continues to proceed as anticipated 
notwithstanding the ongoing impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56141/21]

16/11/2021WRK02000255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
preferred options to meet ongoing social and economic requirements in the context of current 
and capital expenditure in line with prudent management but placing sufficient emphasis on 
important structures such as housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56145/21]

16/11/2021WRK02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 248, 251 and 255 together.

As set out in the most recent Fiscal Monitor, total gross voted expenditure at end-October 
was €67.5 billion. While this is almost €2 billion ahead on the same period in 2020, it is over 
€2.4 billion or 3.5% below the level of spending that had been profiled for this period. Of this, 
gross current expenditure at the end of October of €62.5 million was €0.9 billion or 1.5% be-
hind profile. Capital spending of €5.1 billion was €1.5 billion or 22.9% behind profile with the 
public health restrictions in place earlier in the year, including the shutdown of construction, 
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impacting on the spending plans of Departments.  

Departments may carryover up to 10% of the capital envelopes by way of deferred sur-
render to the following year for spending in that year on priority capital programmes and over 
€0.7 billion was carried over from 2020 into 2021. As outlined in the Expenditure Report 2022, 
based on estimates provided by Departments it is currently expected that a broadly similar 
amount will be carried over from 2021 into 2022. 

Responding to the challenges posed by both Covid-19 and Brexit has been a key priority in 
recent budgets, with significant funds allocated to provide counter-cyclical supports. Indeed, 
to respond to the pandemic, approximately €30 billion in funding has been made available for 
direct Covid-19 related expenditure supports throughout 2020 and 2021. This provision has 
enabled the introduction of a wide range of support schemes and measures across Government 
and has been targeted at supporting our health service to respond to the crisis, to provide income 
supports to people who lost their jobs, and to ensure the survival of enterprises beyond Covid.

While such a counter-cyclical approach was both appropriate and necessary, the ongoing 
cost has been significant. As we look forward, this Government remains committed to improv-
ing the long-term potential of the economy through carefully planned investment. Accordingly, 
Budget 2022 was prepared in line with our medium term fiscal strategy and reflects our com-
mitment to:

- Return the public finances to a more sustainable position;

- Address our infrastructure challenges including in the key areas of housing and climate 
action;

- Invest in our health care system;

- Continue to enhance our other core public services and social supports; and

- Ensure a balanced recovery from the pandemic.

Key to this strategy is the commitment to grow core expenditure programmes broadly in 
line with the trend growth rate of the economy, or by an annual average of just over 5 per cent, 
over the period to 2025 in tandem with the phased withdrawal of the exceptional funding for 
Covid supports and measures introduced to deal with the adverse consequences of Brexit.

Adopting this approach to expenditure growth will ensure an appropriate buffer against 
the risks of pro-cyclicality and inflation. Furthermore, the expenditure strategy also allows for 
steady improvements in public services while, at the same time, narrowing the deficit and sta-
bilising the debt-income ratio.

16/11/2021WRK02200Public Sector Pay

16/11/2021WRK02300249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which FEMPI restoration has been completed across all income brackets through-
out the public sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56139/21]

16/11/2021WRK02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The process 
of unwinding the Financial Emergency (FEMPI) legislation commenced under the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement 2016 – 2018, with the remainder of the process largely completed under the 
Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 – 2020 (PSSA). This will continue under ‘Building 
Momentum: A New Public Service Agreement, 2021 – 2022’.
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At this point, salary rates up to €150,000, which accounts for 99% of the public service, 
have been fully restored. Section 20 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 sets out 
restoration for public servants in with annualised basic salaries above €150,000, which is due 
on 1 July 2022 and will complete the unwinding of FEMPI in relation to pay. 

Each year, under the terms of the FEMPI Act 2013, I am obliged to carry out an annual re-
view of the operation, effectiveness and impact of the FEMPI Acts, having regard to the overall 
economic conditions in the State and national competitiveness. In this annual review, I am also 
to consider whether or not any of the provision of the relevant Acts continue to be necessary 
having regard to the purposes of those Acts, the revenues of the State and State commitments in 
respect of public service pay and pensions.

The 2021 annual review, a written report of which was laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas on the 25th June 2021, recommended the continuation of the unwinding of the FEMPI mea-
sures in line with the provisions enacted in the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017.  

16/11/2021WRK02500Public Sector Reform Review

16/11/2021WRK02600250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the progress to date in regard to the preparation of a successor to OPS2020 by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56140/21]

16/11/2021WRK02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The goal of 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is to serve the public interest through sound 
governance of public expenditure and by leading and enabling reform across the Civil and 
Public Service.

As part of this, the Reform Division has driven and overseen the implementation of Our 
Public Service 2020 (OPS2020), a framework for development and innovation in the wider 
Public Service, launched at end 2017. OPS2020 has focused on supporting sustainable, contin-
uous progress across the Public Service in order to build a stronger public service and to deliver 
better quality services and outcomes to the public.

The development of the successor to OPS2020 is currently underway, with a view to pub-
lishing by end of Q2 2022. A Project Board is being established in Q4 2021 to oversee its de-
velopment and internal consultations have commenced. 

  Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 248.

  Question No. 252 answered with Question No. 117.

16/11/2021WRK02900Equal Opportunities Employment

16/11/2021WRK03000253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which his Department continues to monitor the performance in both the public and 
private sectors with a view to ensuring a reasonable degree of equality throughout the economy 
in terms of opportunities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56143/21]

16/11/2021WRK03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Beginning 
with a pilot programme introduced for the 2018 budgetary cycle, Equality Budgeting is a way 
of approaching and understanding the budget as a process that embodies long-standing societal 
choices about how resources are used, rather than simply a neutral process of resource alloca-
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tion. In practice, this means that equality budgeting attempts to provide greater information on 
how proposed or ongoing budgetary decisions impact on particular groups in society, thereby 
integrating equality concerns into the budgetary process.

Equality objectives and indicators are published every year in the REV and the Public Ser-
vice Performance Report.  The initial focus of Equality Budgeting was on gender, following 
which the initiative was extended to other dimensions of equality. An Expert Advisory Group 
was established to guide development of Equality Budgeting policy, and has met regularly 
since September 2018. In 2019, the OECD published a report on Equality Budgeting in Ireland, 
providing 12 recommendations on how to drive this initiative forward. Implementation of the 
report’s recommendations is now at an advanced stage. 

In line with the OECD recommendation to develop an equalities data strategy, the CSO 
completed a data audit in cooperation with my Department, to ascertain the availability of pub-
lic service data that is disaggregated by equality dimension. A report on this audit was published 
in October 2020. 

In order to support the continuing development of performance budgeting in Ireland, the 
Department of Public Expenditure & Reform has been successful in its application to the EU’s 
Structural Reform Support Programme (SRSP). The project that the EU is funding under this 
Programme is providing Ireland with the opportunity to work with technical experts from the 
EU and OECD as well as other international experts in order to take stock of how effectively 
performance budgeting has been working and to consider future directions for ongoing reform 
drawing on international best practice (e.g., enhance accountability and transparency, upgrade 
existing budgeting and financial management systems and processes). This project also takes 
cognisance of the other reform initiatives (e.g., equality budgeting, green budgeting, and well-
being budgeting).

Earlier this year, Government agreed to the establishment of an inter-departmental group for 
Equality Budgeting to facilitate the embedding of the initiative across all Government depart-
ments. This group has met twice this year and will meet again this week, and plays a key role 
in guiding the continued progress of Equality Budgeting. 

16/11/2021WRK03200Project Ireland 2040

16/11/2021WRK03300254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he expects the various targets in Project Ireland 2040 to be achieved on time 
and within budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56144/21]

16/11/2021WRK03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The NDP 
2021-30 was published on 4th October, committing to an overall investment of €165 billion in 
the years from 2021 to 2030. 

It is important to acknowledge that the majority of public investment projects are delivered 
on budget and on time and there is a high level of professionalism across the sectors. Reforms 
are ongoing in governance and broader capability to help ensure successful delivery.

The Projects and Programmes Tracker was also updated amongst other publications with 
the launch of the NDP; this provides detailed information about the progress made on the 
implementation of Government’s investment priorities in the coming years. 

The Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board, comprises Secretaries General of the major capi-
tal spending department and oversees the delivery of the NDP. The Delivery Board is being 
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extended with up to 5 new members to bring additional expert knowledge, independent and 
regional perspectives, and an enhanced challenge function.

Departments, Agencies and Public Bodies are constantly seeking to ensure that they have 
the necessary resources in place in terms of staff, structures and skills to deliver on their com-
mitments. There are a number of ongoing measures which seek to further develop the capacity 
of the public sector over the coming period and ensure the effective delivery of the NDP. These 
include:

- the establishment of a Commercial Skills Academy in the Office of Government Procure-
ment; 

- the establishment of the Public Infrastructure Network (the InfraNet) for those involved in 
capital project delivery;

- expansion of the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES); 

- a range of reforms in the planning area including the establishment of a new Division of 
the High Court dealing with planning and environmental issues and 

- the commissioning of the Supporting Excellence report through the EU Structural Reform 
Support Programme to review the capability of the public service to deliver the capital pro-
gramme. On foot of one of the recommendations in that report, my Department convened an 
Action Team comprising of internal/external experts to tailor and set out a roadmap for imple-
mentation of the proposed solutions in more detail. The Supporting Excellence Action Team 
published their report alongside the National Development Plan 2021-30. The Action Team’s 
report includes 34 specific actions aimed at supporting excellence in boosting capability in 
individual sectors; from the centre, and improving co-ordination and guidance to support excel-
lence on a system wide basis.  

Detailed analysis by my Department, supported by a cross-sectoral working group, has con-
cluded that two new elements are needed to strengthen the assurance process for major public 
investment projects to provide more structured scrutiny.

These two elements are:

- The introduction of an independent external review of projects over €100m at two major 
decision gates in the project life cycle and

- A Major Projects Advisory Group to support my Department in assimilating the outputs 
from the external reviews in quality assuring the strengthened process.

These reforms, alongside ongoing engagement with the construction sector regarding ca-
pacity and innovation, will help ensure the effective delivery of Project Ireland 2040 on time 
and on budget.

  Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 248.

16/11/2021WRK03600Public Sector Reform Review

16/11/2021WRK03700256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which reforms throughout the public sector remain in place to ensure account-
ability, collective responsibility and good value for money; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [56146/21]
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16/11/2021WRK03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I thank the 
Deputy for the question. 

Continuous reform of our public services has been an integral part of this Department’s 
function since its establishment in 2011. In view of the significant and pervasive impacts ex-
perienced as a consequence of the Covid19 crisis, the Government’s programme of reform 
and modernisation is particularly relevant as we seek to return our economy and society to full 
recovery.

In accordance with the Department’s Statement of Strategy, officials are currently prepar-
ing the next phase of public service reform (to succeed Our Public Service 2020) which will 
incorporate priorities that were articulated in the recently published Public Service Innovation 
Strategy, Making Innovation Real in addition to ambitions set out in the programme of renewal 
for the Civil Service (CSR 2030), as they relate to the wider Public Service. Additionally, the 
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer in my Department is currently finalising 
a new Public Service Digital Strategy and the Department and it is likely that these priorities 
would feature in our future reform plans as well. 

In terms of collective responsibility and accountability for the implementation of reform in 
the Public Service, this Department established and currently chairs the Public Service Man-
agement Group and Public Service Leadership Board, drawn from senior management across 
the Public Service, to ensure coherence of the reform efforts across the wider Public Service.

As regards the drive for more value for money all public organisations are required to treat 
public funds with care, and to ensure that the best possible value for money is obtained when-
ever public money is being spent or invested. This is in accordance with the Public Spending 
Code. Moreover, Action 5 of Our Public Service 2020   (Action 5) emphasises the need to en-
sure value-for-money principles are adhered to across the Public Service. 

As part of this broader approach to ensuring value for money, the introduction of shared 
services and centralised procurement in earlier phases of reform have been further integrated in 
public service operations and expanded into new areas. These expansions will continue apace 
and this Department is actively exploring new areas and mechanisms to further embed reforms 
that will enhance the cost-effectiveness of public services; for example, through greater use 
of opportunities presented through digitalisation, intelligent automation, innovation and the 
implementation of new ways of working and service design.

The Deputy may also wish to note that by agreeing to the Public Service Pay Agreement 
‘Building Momentum’, parties have committed to the ongoing reform and development of pub-
lic services to meet the changing needs of citizens, communities, businesses and the staff who 
deliver our public services.

Parties have agreed to maintain the momentum for reform and to continue co-operation with 
regard to flexibility and change to support effective responses to the challenges posed by CO-
VID-19, recognising the need to look beyond traditional ways of working, where necessary and 
appropriate, and to manage change to ensure high quality public services, high performance, the 
maintenance and development of staff skills and competencies, and the delivery of measurable 
outcomes for the public.

16/11/2021WRK03900Brexit Issues

16/11/2021WRK04000257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which his Department continues to monitor the impact of Brexit on the public and 
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private sectors with a view to addressing such issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [56147/21]

16/11/2021WRK04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The full im-
plications of the UK’s departure from the EU remain to be seen but clearly will be significant.  
This is why the Government has been working to prepare for Brexit for several years.  Our total 
Brexit related expenditure since the UK referendum on EU membership is now more than €1 
billion.

Within my Department Brexit issues are coordinated by a dedicated Unit dealing with EU, 
Brexit and international issues, with an attaché based in Ireland’s Permanent Representation in 
Brussels.  The Unit leads on EU and international work across the Department and its agen-
cies, and represents the Department on the various groups that coordinate the Government’s 
response to Brexit. 

One of my Department’s principal Brexit priorities is the EU funding available to Ireland 
under the Brexit Adjustment Reserve.  The purpose of the Reserve is to help counter the adverse 
economic and social consequences of Brexit in the sectors and Member States that are worst 
affected.  

Ireland will receive just over €1 billion of Brexit funding, the biggest single allocation for 
any Member State, representing just over 20% of the total fund.  As the Member State most 
impacted by Brexit, it is appropriate that we would be the largest beneficiary.

BAR funding will be directed at areas such as enterprise supports; supports for the fisher-
ies and agri-food sectors; reskilling and retraining; and checks and controls at our ports and 
airports.

16/11/2021WRK04200Appointments to State Boards

16/11/2021WRK04300258. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there is 
a protocol in place governing Ministerial appointments to public bodies; if so, the details of the 
protocol; and if there are sanctions for Ministers who do not adhere to this protocol. [56165/21]

16/11/2021WRK04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Guide-
lines on Appointments to State Boards was published by my Department in November 2014 
and sets out the processes for the appointment of members to State Boards. These guidelines 
are available online at www.stateboards.ie. The guidelines apply to all appointments to State 
Boards.

16/11/2021WRK04500Budget 2022

16/11/2021WRK04600259. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
multi-annual expenditure ceilings and the carryover impact of current expenditure measures 
announced in Budget 2022 for 2023 will be provided in the same format as provided in table 7, 
page 47 of Budget 2020. [56180/21]

16/11/2021WRK04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Depart-
mental expenditure ceilings for 2022 are set out on pages 8 and 9 of the Expenditure Report 
2022, with the NDP capital ceilings for the period to 2025 set out in Table 1 on page 249 of the 
Expenditure Report. As outlined in the NDP, the NDP ceilings include projects funded under 
the NRRP, with this amount set out in Table 1 on page 20 of the Expenditure Report.
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In line with Expenditure Report 2021, indicative current expenditure ceilings for future 
years will be published later this year, with final ceilings for 2023 and 2024 being fixed as part 
of the estimates process in respective years, within the overall expenditure parameters set out in 
the Summer Economic Statement and Expenditure Report 2022, reflecting budgetary decisions 
at that time, the unwinding of Covid-19 related expenditure and the allocation of funding from 
the Brexit Adjustment Reserve.

Under the expenditure strategy set out in the Summer Economic Statement a provision of 
3% of the core current expenditure base has been made for existing level of service (ELS) costs 
for the period to 2025. This is a different approach to that taken previously where an amount 
was set aside for demographics in Health, Education, and Social Protection; the cost of pay 
deals; and the carryover of prior year Budget measures only. 

The provision of 3% is based on budgets in previous years, and an assessment of the posi-
tion in advance of Budget 2022 and provides a better estimate of the costs of maintaining ELS 
and therefore a better assessment of the amount available for new measures to enhance public 
services including social welfare supports. 

The indicative amounts for years 2023 -2025 are given in Box 2.1 of the Mid-Year Expen-
diture Report. As outlined in this Report, an ELS provision of up to €2.1 billion is estimated to 
be required in Budget 2023 and the associated costs of the carryover impact of current expen-
diture measures announced in Budget 2022 in 2023 will be provided from this provision, with 
the actual carryover cost dependent on the rollout of Budget measures and any impact that the 
position with the virus has on expenditure plans.  

16/11/2021WRK04800Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRK04900260. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the position to be employed by social dancing event organisers 
under the public health guidelines in respect of booking in advance using computers they may 
not be familiar with and other pertinent information or clarification that can be provided to this 
sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [56008/21]

16/11/2021WRK05000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The latest guidelines for venues operating for the purpose of live entertainment and 
nightclubs, published by my Department, are available on the gov.ie website (here: www.gov.
ie/en/publication/updated-guidelines-for-nightlife-and-live-entertainment-sector/).  Operation-
al guidelines for a range of tourism and hospitality businesses are available on the Fáilte Ireland 
website (covid19.failteireland.ie/operational-guidelines/).  These guidelines are designed to as-
sist businesses to reopen and operate safely through the ongoing pandemic, in line with relevant 
Government public health advice and related Regulations.

Social dancing events are permitted in venues operating for the purpose of live entertain-
ment and nightclubs that meet all of the criteria set out in the guidelines and related regulations 
– including, among other things, the requirement that the event be e-ticketed for contact tracing 
purposes and that the venue holds the appropriate licences for such an event. 

For indoor gatherings and social events in general hospitality venues not covered by these 
guidelines, however, the key message is that people should remain seated with food and bever-
age consumed at the table and no intermingling between tables.  
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16/11/2021WRK05100Tourism Industry

16/11/2021WRK05200261. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the costs to date spent by Fáilte Ireland in relation to its Visioning Report for 
Lough Muckno Estate, Castleblayney and the surrounding area; the estimated further cost in 
respect of the same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55682/21]

16/11/2021WRK05300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The matter raised is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the agency for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

16/11/2021WRK05400Gaeltacht Policy

16/11/2021WRK05500262. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the plans that are being put in place to support mná tí financially and otherwise when 
the coláistí samhraidh resume in 2022 in view of the challenges that they have faced in 2020 
and 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55709/21]

16/11/2021WRK05600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): My Department is operating on the basis and the expecta-
tion that Irish language colleges will be in a position to re-open in 2022 and, accordingly, the 
Department will continue to assist the sector primarily by way of administering Scéim na bh-
Foghlaimeoirí Gaeilge.

Under the scheme, a daily subsidy is payable to eligible Gaeltacht families who provide ac-
commodation for those attending one of the recognized summer colleges in the Gaeltacht. The 
purpose of this assistance is to reduce the overall cost of attending an Irish language college.

This daily subsidy is worth €10 per day (equivalent to €220 per student for a three-week 
course), benefiting over 26,000 students per year while staying in any of the c. 700 families 
throughout the Gaeltacht identified under the scheme. This represents a state investment of over 
€4m in support of the sector annually.

The scheme and the Irish colleges sector which it supports provide valuable additional lan-
guage acquisition and enrichment opportunities in the Gaeltacht for post-primary and third 
level students, and beyond the schoolroom-setting.

The scheme is in line with the Government’s overall objectives for the Irish language and 
the Gaeltacht as set out in Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 and the overarching 20-Year Strat-
egy for the Irish Language 2010–2030 which represent Government policy in relation to the 
language.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department has established three separate funds this 
year to further stabilize the sector as a result of COVID-19. The latest fund, worth up to € 1.7m 
which is currently being successfully disbursed is aimed at college authorities.  

This particular support measure follows the announcement over the summer of another two 
funds worth almost € 2.5m in total. Those measures were aimed at supporting the sector’s ac-
commodation providers as well as those involved in the administration on a voluntary basis of 
community halls which cater for the sector. It is worth noting that the fund provided this year 
for accommodation providers is 25% higher than the 2020 fund while no fund was provided for 
the community halls in 2020.
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My Department hopes to shortly conclude the processing of applications under the afore-
mentioned fund aimed at supporting the colleges themselves. From the very positive feedback 
received to date from across the sector in relation to all three funds, including from CONCOS 
the colleges’ umbrella body, I am satisfied that the sector widely recognises and acknowledges 
the success of the measures devised and implemented by my Department in the most efficient 
and effective manner possible in the circumstances.

In addition to these measures capital funding continues to be deployed in support of the 
sector on an ongoing basis under the Department’s Community and Language Supports Pro-
gramme.

I have no doubt that this suite of measures will enable the sector to successfully resume in 
2022. 

The Deputy can be assured that I will continue to be a strong advocate for the sector as Min-
ister of State for the Gaeltacht.

16/11/2021WRK05700Child Protection

16/11/2021WRK05800263. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the cost of employing safeguarding officers within Sport Ireland; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55739/21]

16/11/2021WRK05900265. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the cost of safeguarding and child protection training within Sport Ireland per person 
per year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55741/21]

16/11/2021WRK06000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 263 and 265 together.

Sport Ireland acts in a guidance and support capacity to over 60 recognised National Gov-
erning Bodies of Sport in the area of safeguarding and child protection. This function is led by 
the Ethics Unit in Sport Ireland where there is a team of people dedicated to the implementation 
of Sport Ireland’s safeguarding programme. 

Sport Ireland’s remit is to develop and disseminate guidelines and codes of practice promot-
ing best practice for the protection of children in sport consistent with child protection legisla-
tion.

Sport Ireland does not employ Safeguarding Officers within Sport Ireland. Safeguarding 
Officers in clubs and organisations are sports leaders and adults who are involved in the organi-
sation of sport for children and young people on a voluntary basis.  

The goal of Sport Ireland’s safeguarding programme is to promote awareness of best prac-
tice and legal requirements in the area of safeguarding and child protection. To advance this 
function, Sport Ireland offers three workshops in the area of safeguarding and child protection. 

-  Safeguarding 1 - Basic Awareness – (all coaches)

-  Safeguarding 2 – Club Children Officer (role specific)

-  Safeguarding 3 – Designated Liaison Person (role specific)

Sport Ireland does not directly deliver these training workshops. These workshops are de-
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livered by trained safeguarding tutors via the network of 29 Local Sports Partnerships around 
the country. Some National Governing Bodies of Sport also deliver these workshops directly to 
their members. 

Sport Ireland supports 29 Local Sports Partnerships to co-ordinate and promote the devel-
opment of sport at local level and increase levels of participation in sport and physical activity. 
Core investment to the Local Sports Partnerships has been increasing year on year, from €4.9 
million in 2014 to €8.2 million in 2020.

This investment supports the core work of the network, including the delivery of national 
programmes, education and training initiatives, strategic development, Community Sports De-
velopment Officers (CSDO), the Sports Inclusion Disability programme, Women in Sport pro-
grammes and general participation programmes.

Sport Ireland will continue to develop and invest in its ethics programme to ensure children 
and young people’s experiences of sport are fun, enjoyable and conducted in the spirit of fair 
play.

16/11/2021WRL00200Sport and Recreational Development

16/11/2021WRL00300264. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to introduce a mental health officer in Sport Ireland; the cost of employing 
a mental health officer; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55740/21]

16/11/2021WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Responsibility for staffing is an operational matter for Sport 
Ireland, and I have no direct role in such matters. I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport 
Ireland for additional information on this matter. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if 
a reply is not received within 10 days.

  Question No. 265 answered with Question No. 263.

16/11/2021WRL00600Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRL00700266. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the legislation on which the Covid-19 guidelines governing Sport Ireland and 
all indoor sports are based; the section that states that non-vaccinated parents are not permitted 
to enter, spectate and-or supervise their children participating in underage indoor sports; the 
guidelines that are in place to ensure sufficient safeguarding practices are in place in circum-
stances in which parents are prevented from entering a facility in which their child is participat-
ing in an indoor sport; if a parent can be prevented from entering a facility in which their child 
is participating; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [55787/21]

16/11/2021WRL00800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The measures currently in place in relation to indoor sport 
venues take the form of advisory guidance, rather than specific legislative provisions. This 
position reflects an evolution of the Government’s approach, outlined in its plan COVID-19: 
REFRAMING THE CHALLENGE, CONTINUING OUR RECOVERY AND RECONNECT-
ING, involving a shift in public health management of COVID-19 in Ireland as it transitions 
from a focus on regulation and population-wide restrictions to an emphasis on public health 
advice and personal judgement and personal protective behaviours.  This movement away from 
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regulations and population-level restrictions is only possible if individuals, organisations and 
communities ensure that there is adherence to best practice in infection preventions and control, 
like observing good respiratory and hand hygiene, wearing a face covering in crowded and con-
gregated settings and staying home and self-isolating when symptomatic.

At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consideration of the public health advice, 
Government agreed that additional aspects of society could reopen only with the full range of 
protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions under the Government’s plan state 
that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should ensure that appropriate protective 
measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means:

- The use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certificate) will be re-
quired for accessing indoor sporting activities and events. 

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures.

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods.

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities.

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

Sport Ireland has been in regular communication with the National Governing Bodies of 
sport about safeguarding concerns through the pandemic. To this end Sport Ireland have de-
vised a Safeguarding & Wellbeing advisory note for sporting organisations. This advisory note 
seeks to provide support and guidance to sporting organisations who are adapting their engage-
ment with children and young people during Covid-19. It is available below:

www.sportireland.ie/ethics/news/safeguarding-wellbeing-considerations-during-covid-19.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government recently agreed to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and lim-
its of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at: 
www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity.

16/11/2021WRL00900Sports Funding

16/11/2021WRL01000267. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when the next round of sports capital grants will be announced; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55937/21]

16/11/2021WRL01100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is 
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recre-
ation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. The 
2020 round of the SCEP closed for applications on Monday 1st March 2021. By the closing 
date, over 3,100 applications were submitted seeking over €200m in funding. This is the highest 
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number of applications ever received.

The scoring system and assessment procedures were published earlier this year and all ap-
plications are being assessed accordingly. Approximately one thousand of the submitted ap-
plications were for ‘equipment-only’ projects. These applications were assessed first and grants 
with a total value of €16.6m were announced on the 6th August.

In relation to the remaining capital applications, assessment work is continuing and every 
effort is being made to have it complete as quickly as possible. Given the record number of 
applications received however, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have these as-
sessments complete.  Once these allocations are finalised an announcement on the timing of the 
next round of the Programme will be made.

16/11/2021WRL01200Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRL01300268. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the position regarding, and status of, the resumption of indoor basketball practice 
and games in the context of public health measures; and if there are plans to bring about a fur-
ther reopening for the sport. [56118/21]

16/11/2021WRL01400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government recent-
ly agreed to widen the range of sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 
indoor sports games and competitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead.  On foot of this, 
updated guidance has been provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children 
under 18 years of age to participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the 
ordinary rules and limits of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport 
Ireland website at : 

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity.

Any decision on the further lifting of restrictions, and its timing, is a matter for Government 
and not for individual Ministerial decision.

16/11/2021WRL01500Judicial Reviews

16/11/2021WRL01600269. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
number of judicial reviews of An Bord Pleanála decisions in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and 
to date in 2021; the number of decisions that have been upheld; the number of decisions that 
were set aside in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55512/21]

16/11/2021WRL01700270. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
number of judicial reviews of An Bord Pleanála decisions that have been taken by State bodies 
in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55513/21]

16/11/2021WRL01800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 269 and 270 together.

The recording of court cases is one in which I have no statutory function and is a matter for 
the Courts Service which is statutorily independent. Judicial reviews against the State, in which 
my Department may be included as a party, are co-ordinated by the Chief State Solicitors Office 
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under the guidance of the Attorney General’s Office.

Under section 30 of the Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising any power or con-
trol in relation to any particular case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or 
may be concerned.

An Bord Pleanála can be challenged by judicial review on a range of its functions, including 
decisions on planning applications in respect of strategic housing developments, and it pub-
lishes an update on legal cases in its Annual Report.  

Arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my Department to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas. This provides a 
speedy, efficient and cost effective system to address queries directly to the relevant bodies. The 
contact email address for An Bord Pleanála in this regard is Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie. 

  Question No. 270 answered with Question No. 269.

16/11/2021WRL02000Semi-State Bodies

16/11/2021WRL02100271. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
amount incurred by An Bord Pleanála in legal and consultant fees in each of the years 2018 
to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55514/21]

16/11/2021WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): An Bord Pleanála’s expenditure on legal fees and consultancy services 
is a matter for the Board. It should be noted that arrangements have been put in place by all 
bodies under the aegis of my Department to facilitate the provision of information directly to 
members of the Oireachtas. This provides a speedy, efficient and cost effective system to ad-
dress queries directly to the relevant bodies. The contact email address for An Bord Pleanála in 
this regard is Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie. 

In order to assist the Deputy, my Department requested and received the information sought 
by the Deputy from An Bord Pleanála, which is set out in the table following. 

€ 2018 2019 2020 2021 – end OCT
Legal 3,286,392 3,448,244 8,268,470 2,269,213
Consultants* 718,059 777,438 1,158,820 920,470
*Costs associated with Consultants relate to a range of organisational supports, HR, ICT etc 

and Planning.

Sections 120 and 124 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) allows the 
Board to employ and engage persons, consultants and advisors in a part time capacity to be 
renumerated by fees, as it considers necessary for the performance of its functions.  The Board 
is required, under Section 124(2) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 (as amended), to 
include a statement on the names of the persons engaged under Section 124 as Consultants or 
Advisors in its Annual Report.

16/11/2021WRL02300Semi-State Bodies

16/11/2021WRL02400272. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if 
he is satisfied that all external services and consultants retained by An Bord Pleanála have been 
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procured in accordance with the relevant procurement law; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55515/21]

16/11/2021WRL02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): An Bord Pleanála’s expenditure on consultancy services and external 
services is a matter for the Board. It should be noted that arrangements have been put in place 
by all bodies under the aegis of my Department to facilitate the provision of information direct-
ly to members of the Oireachtas. This provides a speedy, efficient and cost effective system to 
address queries directly to the relevant bodies. The contact email address for An Bord Pleanála 
in this regard is Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie.

An Bord Pleanála has confirmed it has procedures in place to ensure compliance with cur-
rent procurement rules and guidelines. During 2020, An Bord Pleanála identified two areas, 
relating to archive facilities and the recording of oral hearing services, where it acknowledged 
that there was not full compliance with procurement requirements. The Board indicated in its 
Annual Report that it would follow up on the tendering of these contracts this year. 

16/11/2021WRL02600Septic Tanks

16/11/2021WRL02700273. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to provide financial supports to households that need to replace their septic tanks 
but are outside of the specified priority areas or have not had their tanks inspected; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55534/21]

16/11/2021WRL02800283. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of households that have availed of grants for new septic tanks under each of the 
grant schemes by county in tabular form. [55711/21]

16/11/2021WRL02900284. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the supports that are available to a homeowner with a defective septic tank who has not 
had an inspection and lives outside of the specific priority zones in which grants are available. 
[55712/21]

16/11/2021WRL03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 273, 283 and 284 together.

Under the Water Services Acts 2007 and 2012 (Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems) 
Regulations 2012, the owner of a domestic waste water treatment system is responsible for its 
maintenance and renewal and shall ensure that its parts and components are fit for purpose, op-
erational where appropriate and kept in good order and repair so as to prevent a risk to human 
health or the environment.

My Department provides financial assistance towards the remediation, repair or upgrading 
works to, or the replacement of a domestic waste water treatment system under new and re-
vised grant schemes which launched in June 2020. The schemes are focused on areas of great-
est environmental priority rather than general in application.  This is in line with Government 
Policy which is framed in the context of meeting relevant obligations under legislation. The 
grant schemes are administered by the local authorities on behalf of my Department and details 
of the Terms and Conditions for each scheme can be found on my Department’s website at the 
following address: 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/6cc1e-domestic-waste-water-treatment-systems-septic-tanks/
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The table following sets out details of recoupment, from 04 June 2020 to 11 November 
2021, by my Department to local authorities, under the Domestic Waste Water Treatment Sys-
tem Grant Schemes (also known as Septic Tanks), in the requested format.

Septic Tank Grants approved 04 June 2020 - 11 November 2021

County No. of NIP* No. of HSOCA* No. of PAA*
Carlow 1 0 0
Cavan 1 0 0
Kerry 4 0 0
Kildare 1 0 0
Kilkenny 3 0 0
Laois 0 4 0
Longford 1 0 0
Limerick 3 0 0
Mayo 26 0 0
Meath 35 0 0
Offaly 3 0 0
Roscommon 11 0 0
Westmeath 1 0 0
Wexford 11 0 0
*NIP – National Inspection Plan; HSOCA – High Status Objective Catchment Areas; PAA 

– Prioritised Areas for Action. 

In implementing the revised arrangements, my Department has undertaken to conduct a 
review of the grant schemes, to ensure their continued alignment with policy objectives.  The 
specifics of this review are currently being formalised and it is anticipated that relevant stake-
holders will be consulted e.g. local authorities etc. as appropriate.  In finalising the structure 
and timeline for the review, consideration will be given to the most appropriate timing in order 
to ensure best engagement from relevant stakeholders. This review is expected to be completed 
next year. 

16/11/2021WRL03100Housing Schemes

16/11/2021WRL03200274. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when it is anticipated that the affordable housing local authority home loan and first home 
schemes will come into effect; the income threshold for those living in County Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55538/21]

16/11/2021WRL03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
As part of Housing for All, I announced a reformed successor to the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan Scheme, the ‘Local Authority Home Loan’. The Local Authority Home Loan will include 
an increase in the income ceiling for single applicants.

For counties where the scheme’s house price limit is €320,000 (Cork, Dublin, Galway, 
Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow), the income ceiling for a single applicant will be €65,000. 
This will be an increase of €15,000 on the €50,000 income ceiling under the current Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan scheme. In the rest of the country where the scheme’s house price limit is 
€250,000, the income ceiling for a single applicant will remain €50,000. The income ceiling for 
joint applicants is €75,000. The maximum loan amount will remain €288,000.

I look forward to announcing further details in respect of the Local Authority Home Loan 
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in the coming months.

Regulations covering the Local Authority Affordable Purchase Scheme are currently being 
finalised and, once complete, will include information in relation to income and eligibility. 

In respect of the local authority led affordable purchase scheme, Cork County Council has 
previously received approval in principal for six funding applications for the delivery of af-
fordable housing projects under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).  In line with the publication of 
the Government’s Housing for All plan, a number of significant improvements to the funding 
scheme, now named the Affordable Housing Funding (AHF) scheme, have been agreed and 
communicated to local authorities. These changes include expanding the scope of costs covered 
to sub vent the all-in development cost of delivering the housing; accepting applications as they 
are developed on a rolling basis as opposed to time constrained funding calls; and, allowing 
funding support to now exceed the current maximum of €50,000 per affordable dwelling on a 
stepped scale to €100,000, based on location and density.

Cork City Council is currently on site at Boherboy Road where, under the SSF, they will 
deliver 116 affordable homes with the first phase being delivered by year end. They will also 
submit an AHF application for 21 affordable units, previously approved under SSF, for Church-
field, to be delivered in 2023.

The ‘First Home’ affordable purchase shared equity scheme is designed to enable first-time 
buyers to purchase a newly-built home in private developments.  It will do so by bridging the 
gap, by means of an equity stake, between the purchaser’s available deposit and mortgage, and 
the price of the new home they wish to buy. Work on the design of the scheme is ongoing, in 
advance of the scheme’s introduction next year.

The affordable purchase schemes will not have a single or universally applicable income 
limit.  Eligibility assessments will consider income on a household specific basis.  Broadly, 
where a household is unable to purchase the new home in question using their deposit and 
maximum mortgage entitlement, and where the available equity support can bridge the gap 
between their available finance and the cost of the home, they will be eligible to apply.   The 
price of new homes being made available under the First Home scheme will be limited by price 
ceilings linked to the median price of new build first time buyer homes. 

16/11/2021WRL03400Fire Stations

16/11/2021WRL03500275. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the new Dunleer fire station in County Louth; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55585/21]

16/11/2021WRL03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

In December 2020, I announced a new Fire Services Capital Programme for the period 
2021-2025, with a funding allocation of €61m. Following extensive engagement with fire au-
thorities, a number of proposals for station works etc. were received. The proposals were evalu-
ated and prioritised on the basis of the:
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- Area Risk Categorisation of the fire station (population, fire risks, etc.);

- established Health and Safety needs;

- state of development of the project (is site acquired?, etc.); and 

- value for money offered by the proposal.

This new Programme will see six new fire stations built, continued support for the construc-
tion of a further 12 new fire stations, nine fire station refurbishments as well as the allocation 
of 35 new fire engines. In order to maximise the available Capital Programme funding, my 
Department re-assesses the status of projects in the Programme on an annual basis, and some 
flexibility is normally available to advance projects that are ready and that offer best value-for-
money taking account of the state of readiness of projects more generally. 

Louth County Council has indicated that Dunleer is their number one fire station priority 
project, and a new fire station at Dunleer is provided for in this Capital Programme. The Coun-
cil submitted a preliminary appraisal to my Department in January 2021. Following examina-
tion of the proposal, approval in principle for this project issued on 25 June 2021, along with 
approval for the Council to appoint a design team. I understand that a potential site has been 
identified by the Council. On receipt of a detailed design brief, my Department will continue to 
work with Louth County Council to progress the Dunleer fire station project. 

16/11/2021WRL03700Fire Service

16/11/2021WRL03800276. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a memorandum of understanding exists between the fire services in Northern Ireland and 
Ireland; the status of the implementation of this memorandum of understanding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55594/21]

16/11/2021WRL03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Service Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports fire authorities by establishing policy, setting national stan-
dards for fire safety and fire service provision, providing a central training programme, issuing 
guidance on operational and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority 
infrastructural projects.

Fire services are provided in Ireland by local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. Under this legislation, there are 31 fire authorities 
which provide fire prevention and fire protection services for communities through 27 service 
delivery structures. 

As I am sure you aware a number of our fire authorities are based  in the border regions and 
on occasion are called to assist Northern Ireland fire fighter colleagues at incidents and vice 
versa.  It is my understanding that while - other than an arrangement between Donegal County 
Council and the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service (NIFRS) for fire cover in an  area of 
south Donegal - there are no formal Memoranda of Understanding around such activity, there 
are local or co-operation agreements in place between individual fire services and NIFRS.  I 
also understand Irish Fire Service and Northern Ireland Fire Service colleagues are currently 
working on a Multi Agency Protocol for Cross Border Notification of Major Emergency/Major 
Incidents in Border Areas between Northern Ireland and the Republic Ireland. 
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16/11/2021WRL04000Vacant Properties

16/11/2021WRL04100277. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if new regulations regarding voids have been issued in 2021; and if so, the details of same. 
[55612/21]

16/11/2021WRL04200278. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the engagement he has had with local authorities in relation to voids turnarounds. 
[55613/21]

16/11/2021WRL04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 277 and 278 together.

There are estimated to be c.140,000 local authority social housing properties in the State. 
The proper maintenance of this valuable state asset will not only provide the appropriate levels 
of comfort to current local authority tenants but will also allow for currently vacant local au-
thority homes to be tenanted as quickly as possible.

While my Department is focused on ensuring that existing housing stock is utilised to its 
fullest extent, the management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-
letting repairs to vacant properties, responsive repairs and implementing planned maintenance 
programmes, is a matter for each individual local authority, in line with Section 28 of the Hous-
ing (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 2009.  

Notwithstanding the legal obligations on local authorities to manage and maintain their 
own housing stock, my Department provides Exchequer funding to support local authorities in 
preparing vacant units for re-letting under the Voids Programme. Introduced in 2014 with the 
original aim of tackling long term vacant units, the programme is now increasingly targeted at 
ensuring minimal turnaround and re-let times for local authority vacant stock. 

As per Circular 17/2021, and in line with previous year’s programmes, local authorities 
were notified that only the minimum works required to comply with the Housing (Private Rent-
ed Standards) Regulations, 2019 should be carried out to ensure these properties are turned 
around as quickly as possible and to maximise the budget available. Furthermore, my Depart-
ment receives regular updates on the status of each local authority’s programme of works and 
actively encourages the remediation of all local authority owned vacant properties as expedi-
tiously as possible. 

It must also be noted, vacancy figures and turnaround times are impacted by a number of 
different factors and a portion of the dwellings currently vacant would not necessarily fall into 
a normal vacancy/void programme for reasons detailed below;

- Dwellings awaiting demolition or major regeneration

- Dwellings vacant and are set aside for sale

- Not for letting pending resolution of legal disputes

- Second hand acquisitions awaiting repairs and vacant pending those repairs

- Repaired and awaiting letting

- New build/Turnkey awaiting letting

It is important to note that my Department and local authorities supported by the Local 
Government Management Agency (LGMA) are working to transition from a largely response 



16 November 2021

125

and voids based approach to housing stock management and maintenance to a planned main-
tenance approach as referenced in Housing for All, policy objective 20.6. This will require the 
implementation of centrally hosted ICT system within the LGMA to support the completion of 
stock condition surveys by all local authorities and the subsequent development of strategic and 
informed work programmes which will be supported by my Department’s stock improvement 
funding programmes. It is envisaged surveys will commence early in 2022.

  Question No. 278 answered with Question No. 277.

16/11/2021WRL04500Defective Building Materials

16/11/2021WRL04600279. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the schemes or options available to persons whose apartments are subject to defective is-
sues such as the need for fire remediation works; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55638/21]

16/11/2021WRL04700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There is no statutory scheme available to persons whose apartments are subject to defective 
issues such as the need for fire remediation works. 

However, the Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect 
of the important policy area of building defects; it provides for an examination of defects in 
housing, having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing 
report, “Safe as Houses” and also for the identification of options for those impacted by defects 
to access low cost, long term finance.

In this context, I established a working group to examine defects in housing. The plenary 
working group has been meeting monthly since March 2021 (except for August), in addition to 
subgroup meetings. The group’s terms of reference were adopted in May 2021 and are to:

1. Examine defects in housing having regard to the recommendations in Item 4 “Addressing 
the legacy of bad building and poor regulation” in Chapter 4 of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Housing, Planning and Local Government report - ‘Safe as Houses? A Report on Building 
Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection’.  

2. Establish the nature of significant, wide-spread fire safety, structural safety and water 
ingress defects in purpose built apartment buildings, including duplexes, constructed between 
1991 – 2013 in Ireland through consultation with affected homeowners, homeowner representa-
tive organisations, owners’ management companies, relevant managing agents, public represen-
tatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building professionals, industry stakeholders, 
insurance providers, mortgage providers and other relevant parties. Including such matters as:

- Identification and description of defect,

- Nature of defect – design, product, workmanship,

- Non-compliance with building regulations or actual damage,

- Severity/risk to life or serviceability of dwelling,

- Period of construction affected,

- Type of dwelling affected,
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-  Location of dwellings affected.

3. Establish the scale of the issue – estimate number of dwellings affected by the defects 
identified including those already remediated.

4. Consider a methodology for the categorisation of defects and the prioritisation of reme-
dial action.

- In the case of defects with fire safety implications, consider how the framework for en-
hancing fire safety in dwellings can be applied to mitigate the risks arising from fire safety 
defects pending the remediation of defects and the Code of Practice for Fire Safety Assessment 
of Premises and Buildings, which is currently being developed by National Directorate of Fire 
and Emergency Management.

5. Suggest mechanisms for resolving defects, in the context of the legal rights, duties and 
obligations of developers, builders, building professionals, insurers, mortgage providers, build-
ing control authorities, fire authorities, owners’ management companies, owner occupiers, rent-
ers and landlords, including:

- Technical options for the remediation of dwellings,

- Efficient means of carrying out work,

- Individual dwellings or whole building approach,

-  Routine maintenance/refurbishment or remediation,

- Structures or delivery channels needed to facilitate resolution – advice and support.

6. Evaluate the potential cost of technical remediation options.

7. Pursue options on possible financial solutions to effect a resolution, in line with the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment to identify options for those impacted by defects to ac-
cess low-cost, long-term finance.

8. To report to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage on the Examina-
tion of Defects in Housing.

I look forward to receiving a report in due course following completion of the Working 
Group’s deliberation. Once I receive the report I will give full consideration to its contents.

16/11/2021WRL04800Waste Management

16/11/2021WRL04900280. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he has had a communication from the Minister for Agriculture in Northern Ireland in 
relation to the farm nutrient management scheme which was designed to provide financial as-
sistance for the improvement of animal waste storage on farms in Northern Ireland (details 
supplied). [55701/21]

16/11/2021WRL05000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
have not received any correspondence from the Minister for Agriculture in Northern Ireland in 
relation to the Farm Nutrient Management Scheme.

In terms of protecting our water resources, primary responsibility for the monitoring, man-
agement, protection and improvement of water quality is assigned to local authorities under the 
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Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts and related legislation.  The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), through its Office of Environmental Enforcement, exercises general super-
vision in relation to the performance of these functions by local authorities. 

The River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-2021 sets out the actions that Ireland 
will take to improve water quality and achieve ‘good’ ecological status in water bodies (rivers, 
lakes, estuaries and coastal waters) by 2027 and meet the objectives of the EU Water Frame-
work Directive (WFD). 

Following BREXIT, retained EU law came into effect in the UK on 1 January 2021, preserv-
ing environmental standards in domestic UK legislation, and ensuring parity with EU standards 
at point of exit. With the Water Framework Directive transposed into UK law, the agencies in 
Northern Ireland are continuing with the implementation of their river basin management plans. 

Currently, Ireland shares two river basin districts (RBD) with Northern Ireland. The Neagh 
Bann International RBD has 35 shared waterbodies. The North Western International RBD has 
85 shared waterbodies. Substantial areas lie within cross-border river basins in Ireland, with 
waters in each jurisdiction flowing into or through the other jurisdiction. 

16/11/2021WRL05100National Parks

16/11/2021WRL05200281. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will provide a list of all licences granted by the NPWS to the OPW to carry out works 
on Emo Court and the dates the licences were granted. [55706/21]

16/11/2021WRL05300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Wildlife Licencing Unit (WLU) of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) of my Department  has granted two licences to the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) in relation to Emo Court between September 2018 and November 2021. 

On 27 March 2019, the WLU issued a licence (163/2017) under Regulation 54 of the Euro-
pean Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 to the OPW for activities in 
connection with Emo Court, Co Laois in respect of Bat Species. 

On 9 September 2020, the WLU granted a licence (73/2020) under Regulation 54 of the 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 to the OPW for activi-
ties in connection with Main House, Emo Court, Emo, Portarlington, Co Laois in respect of 
four bat species - Common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus); Soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrel-
lus pygmaeus); Brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus) and Natterer’s bat (Myotis nattereri). 

16/11/2021WRL05400Wildlife Protection

16/11/2021WRL05500282. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will provide details of the facilities and funding that is currently in place for the treat-
ment and-or rehabilitation of injured wildlife. [55707/21]

16/11/2021WRL05600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) within my De-
partment accepts applications from any individual or organisation that wishes to apply for a li-
cence under Section 22(9)(g) of the Wildlife Acts to possess an injured or disabled wild bird for 
the purposes of rehabilitation and release and/or a licence under Section 23(6)(c) of the Wildlife 
Acts to possess an injured or disabled protected wild animal for the purposes of rehabilitation 
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and release. 

The licence applications are assessed and issued, where appropriate. The holders of such 
licences can range from one individual to a larger organisation/facility. My Department does 
not provide any specific funding for the treatment and/or rehabilitation of injured wildlife.  

  Question No. 283 answered with Question No. 273.

  Question No. 284 answered with Question No. 273.

16/11/2021WRM00300Housing Schemes

16/11/2021WRM00400285. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his attention has been drawn to the fact that persons are being prevented from drawing 
down their rebuilding Ireland loans despite having approval due to having been on the EWSS 
payment during the past year. [55713/21]

16/11/2021WRM00500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authorities when processing Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans (RIHL) must lend mort-
gages on a prudent basis, taking into account the most recent income and employment data 
available.  It would not be appropriate to lend when there is an identifiable risk that the person’s 
income and ability to pay might not return to the level required to support the borrowing re-
quested. This is both for the protection of the lender and the borrower, in particular to seek to 
ensure that borrowers are not left with unsustainable debt burdens, given that a mortgage is a 
long-term commitment. 

Where employment supports are in place for an applicant approved for an RIHL loan, draw 
down would not usually commence until their unsupported income post PUP/EWSS has re-
turned to the level specified in the original application for a period of time, usually up to three 
months. However, this is not a blanket ban and local authorities can use their discretion and 
knowledge of local employers to advance loans to applicants before the end of this three-month 
period, where appropriate.  This discretion was set out in Circulars 19 and 29 of 2020 and 9 of 
2021.

There are further exceptions to this approach.  In the case of a joint application where only 
one party is on PUP/EWSS, the application can also proceed to drawdown if repayment capac-
ity can be assured based on the principal applicant’s income. For applicants whose post PUP/
EWSS income is lower (e.g. due to reduced hours) than stated on their application can be re-
assessed to determine the most appropriate borrowing amount for them.  

In addition, persons currently on the PUP/EWSS can continue to apply for a RIHL mortgage 
based on their pre-PUP/EWSS Income.  This will provide clarity to applicants regarding their 
eligibility for the loan amount and will enable them to commence the property search.

16/11/2021WRM00600Regeneration Projects

16/11/2021WRM00700286. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the total departmental finances allocated to Emmet Road, St. Michael’s Estate devel-
opment; the proposed loan from the EIB and other ways that the Government can subside this 
project in order to ensure that the rents are realistic and truly affordable while not compromising 
on the quality of design; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55727/21]
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16/11/2021WRM00800290. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the progress on the regeneration of the St. Michael’s site, Emmet Road, Inchicore, 
Dublin 8 including the finances allocated, the proposed loan from the EIB and other ways that 
the Government can subsidise this project in order to ensure that the rents are realistic and truly 
affordable while not compromising on the quality of design. [55930/21]

16/11/2021WRM00900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 286 and 290 together.

Along with O’Devaney Gardens and Oscar Traynor Road, Emmet Road (4.9 hectare brown-
field site, formerly St Michael’s Estate) is one of three significant sites, which is currently being 
brought forward for development by Dublin City Council (DCC). I have confirmed support for 
the proposed development, as being a project of strategic importance in its own right, as a Cost 
Rental ‘pathfinder’ project.

Although the design of the Emmet Road development has not been finalised, current plans 
propose 484 units in total, of which circa 375 units will be designated for Cost Rental homes 
and the remainder for social housing. 

In terms of financial support, in addition to value the Council may be able to leverage via its 
own land, my Department gave funding approval to a Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) application to-
talling €18,750,000 from DCC for the Emmet Road project in Q1 2021.  Subject to the standard 
processes, my Department will also fully fund the cost of the social homes in the development.

In line with the publication of the Government’s Housing for All plan, a number of signifi-
cant improvements to the SSF scheme, now named the Affordable Housing Funding (AHF) 
scheme, have been agreed and communicated to local authorities. These changes include ex-
panding the scope of costs covered to sub vent the all-in development cost of delivering the 
housing; accepting applications as they are developed on a rolling basis as opposed to time con-
strained funding calls; and, allowing funding support to now exceed the current maximum of 
€50,000 per affordable dwelling on a stepped scale to €100,000, based on location and density.

Discussions have been undertaken with the European Investment Bank (EIB) about po-
tential loan funding from the EIB for the development and the EIB has confirmed support in 
principle for the project. The presence of an EIB representative in an advisory capacity will al-
low the Board for this project to draw on the EIB’s extensive experience of funding affordable 
housing. The input of the EIB is also relevant in ensuring that there is a full understanding of the 
banks’ strategic lending needs and priorities, which in turn, will help to inform a wider national 
model for Cost Rental.

The principle of Cost Rental is that the rent for the homes made available will be a function 
of the costs incurred in financing, building, managing and maintaining the homes.  As such, it is 
essential for costs to be managed carefully, in order to deliver rents that are as low as possible.  
In determining viability, there is a clear need ensure that the design and specifications of Cost 
Rental homes is balanced appropriately with cost. 

A net household income limit of €53,000 has applied to the first Cost Rental projects, so that 
a household could not spend any less than 25% of net income on a ‘reference rent’ of €1,100 
per month, which is reflective of the rents for Enniskerry Road and the first Cost Rental homes 
funded by the Government’s Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme. Cost Rental projects 
can benefit from State supports, such as grants for infrastructure works, the provision of public 
land at no or low cost and State assistance with financing. All three of these methods are being 
used by the Department to support initial Cost Rental projects.
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As the design and other key metrics for the Emmet Road development have not yet been 
finalised by DCC, it would not be prudent at this juncture to comment on exact finances to be 
allocated to it nor on the ultimate Cost Rents that may emerge. However, as previously stated, 
my Department fully supports this development as a ‘pathfinder’ project and DCC will be able 
to avail of State supports to achieve its realisation.

Defective Building Materials

16/11/2021WRM00950287. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the contribution anticipated from financial institutions to the various schemes to restore 
buildings which have suffered from building product defects, in view of the benefit they enjoy 
in the value of the security of their portfolio of property as a result of the restoration of these 
properties at the taxpayer’s expense.  [55751/21]

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Budgets 2021 and 2022 provide funding of €40 and €60 million respectively to fund the opera-
tion of the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme and the Pyrite Remediation Scheme, both 
supporting homeowners who have been affected by building product defects.

  In accordance with the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013, the Board pursues contributions from 
all appropriate parties e.g. builders, developers and quarries and where scheme participants 
have received payments in respect of remediation works, other than under the Scheme. In ad-
dition, in June 2014, an agreement was signed regarding HomeBond’s contribution towards 
technical and project management services, under the direction and supervision of the Pyrite 
Resolution Board and/or the Housing Agency, to the value of €2 million.

  In respect of the Defective Concrete blocks scheme, I intend very shortly to bring a Memo-
randum to Government setting out proposals for improvements to the existing scheme, it’s fu-
ture administration and various other matters raised in the report of the working group including 
pursuing potentially responsible parties and revenue streams. 

The oversight of the banking sector falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for 
Finance..

16/11/2021WRM01000Fire Service

16/11/2021WRM01100288. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will provide details of the equipment available to the Tallaght fire brigade in view of 
the events following the recent fire in which there was a need to get an aerial platform used to 
conduct the rescue from Tara Street station; if there are plans to reduce the valuable response 
time to fight fires in high rise buildings by getting the equipment needed in Tallaght fire station 
in view of the approved and planned increase in high rise residential buildings in Tallaght; the 
other areas that are in the same predicament with waiting times for aerial platforms; and the 
estimated waiting times are for these areas. [55789/21]

16/11/2021WRM01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
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providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

Dublin City Council provides fire prevention and fire and rescue services for the four Dub-
lin local authorities: Dublin City, South Dublin, Fingal and Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown County 
Councils. The management of resources, equipment and the number and type of fire appliances 
is a matter for the City Council based on their assessment of local needs and requirements. 
Continued investment in the national fleet is one of the key priorities for my Department’s Fire 
Services Capital Programme. 

Dublin City Council was allocated four new “Class B” fire appliances in the latest Appliance 
Procurement Programme at an approximate cost of €1.9m. Dublin City Council was also grant-
aided to procure three new “Class B” fire appliances in both the 2015 and 2017 Programmes.

My Department works with fire services in Dublin in relation to their priority projects. In 
July 2019, Dublin City Council was approved to purchase a new turntable ladder/ aerial appli-
ance at a cost of €800,000 plus VAT, delivery of which is due later this year. In September 2021, 
the Council requested approval for the purchase of a new turntable ladder at a cost of €850,000. 
This application has recently been approved. Fire appliances are acquired through a competi-
tive tendering process.

The management, disposition and deployment of its appliance fleet is a matter for the of-
ficers of Dublin Fire Brigade. I understand that Dublin Fire Brigade’s fleet of aerial appliances 
consists of two turntable ladders based at Dublin Fire Brigade Headquarters in Tara Street, and 
a hydraulic platform based at Dún Laoghaire Fire Station, all of which can be deployed rapidly 
to anywhere in the functional area of the four local authorities. 

The appropriate fire safety measures, including facilities to assist fire service response, in 
any building are based on the scale, density and height of the building and are set out in na-
tional Building Regulations and associated Technical Guidance and Codes of Practice. The Fire 
Safety Task Force established in the aftermath of the Grenfell tragedy, in its report of May 2018, 
states “The key to life safety in all apartment buildings is a proper two-stage fire detection and 
alarm system, together with an evacuation strategy…”. The primary statutory responsibility 
for ensuring the safety of persons using any building rests with the persons having control of 
those buildings. The design and construction of buildings in the first instance, including inbuilt 
fire safety features such as building layout, means of escape and fire resistance are critical for 
protecting persons from fire. Safety features, such as fire detection and alarm systems, support 
safe evacuation of occupants and the containment of fires. 

In relation to fighting fires in high-rise buildings, my Department has issued guidance en-
titled “Fighting Fires in High-Rise Buildings”. This was part of a suite of 47 Standard Opera-
tional Guidance (SOG) documents developed between 2010 and 2012 by fire service personnel 
and issued by the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management.

16/11/2021WRM01300Homeless Accommodation

16/11/2021WRM01400289. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if there is further funding planned to provide suitable sheltered and supervised accommo-
dation for homeless persons with addiction issues who often turn down offers in dry facilities 
in order that they can be treated in a holistic way and are protected while being engaged with 
in relation to wider mental and physical health issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55816/21]

16/11/2021WRM01500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of local authorities in addressing 
homelessness at a local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless 
accommodation and related services rests with individual local authorities.

While responsibility for the provision of homeless accommodation and related services 
rests with individual housing authorities, the administration of homeless services is organised 
on a regional basis with a lead authority in place for each region.   A homelessness consulta-
tive forum has been established in each region in accordance with Chapter 6 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009.  Decisions on the range of emergency accommodation 
services and funding required in each region are a matter for individual housing authorities in 
consultation with the Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homelessness Consul-
tative Forum. It is a matter for the Management Group to bring forward proposals to my Depart-
ment that meet the needs of homeless individuals in their administrative area and the funding 
requirements will be considered in this context. 

Housing First enables homeless individuals with high levels of complex needs to obtain 
permanent secure accommodation with intensive housing and health supports.  The programme 
is a joint initiative of my Department, the Department of Health, the HSE and local authorities, 
in conjunction with NGO partners.

A total of 695 tenancies have been achieved under the current National Implementation Plan 
which ends this year, surpassing the target of 663.  Housing for All commits to an expansion by 
1,200 additional tenancies over the next five years. A new National Implementation Plan is to 
be published before the end of 2021.

  Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 286.

16/11/2021WRM01700Housing Policy

16/11/2021WRM01800291. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if a person is permitted to sublet a property they received from an approved housing 
body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55949/21]

16/11/2021WRM01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) are independent, not-for-profit organisations providing af-
fordable rented housing for people who cannot provide housing from their own means and for 
particular groups, such as older people or homeless people. AHBs also include housing co-
operatives, which are housing organisations controlled by their members/tenants who actively 
participate in setting their policies and making decisions.

AHBs work in partnership with local authorities. Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009 requires all housing authorities, as a reserved function, to make an alloca-
tion scheme determining the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to 
households qualified for social housing support and to households approved for a transfer, the 
allocation of which would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the accommodation needs and 
requirements of the households. 

Under section 22, an allocation scheme shall apply to dwellings owned or under the control 
of a local authority, as well as dwellings provided by AHBs supported by Exchequer funding.  
In this instance, where a vacancy arises in a dwelling owned or managed by an AHB, the rel-
evant local authority may nominate suitable households from its housing or transfer list to that 
body, having regard to the order of priority set out in its allocation scheme. The local authority 
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relies on the AHB to inform them of vacancies for re-lets and their nomination rights as they 
arise. 

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 provides that social housing tenants in 
AHB dwellings may not assign or sublet their tenancies. The provision of dwellings by AHBs 
to social housing tenants is funded almost entirely by the state and is a means of providing hous-
ing to those in need who cannot provide housing from their own means. If social housing ten-
ants were permitted to assign or sublet their tenancies, it could result in an individual not on the 
social housing list occupying the dwelling rather than an individual who has been assessed as 
having a housing need. This is in conflict with the purpose of social housing which is to provide 
housing to those who cannot provide housing for themselves.

16/11/2021WRM02000Local Authorities

16/11/2021WRM02100292. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he plans to meet the executive of Galway County Council as a matter of urgency to ad-
dress the funding shortfall in the local authority from the Local Government Fund; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55950/21]

16/11/2021WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The plenary budget process for local authorities is now underway and 
I understand that Galway County Council will hold its initial meeting on 29 November. The 
Council has up to 14 days after that date to adopt a budget for the year ahead. This is among 
the most important decisions that the elected members of local authorities are required to make 
and the adoption of a sufficient budget which balances local resources with local needs is a key 
statutory obligation of elected members. 

As part of this statutory obligation, the members may consider the available resources, in-
cluding how Galway County Council’s income from commercial rates, goods and services and 
from LPT will be allocated within the authority.  While I have no plans to meet with the execu-
tive at this time, if a request for such a meeting is received, it shall be considered. 

16/11/2021WRM02300Traveller Accommodation

16/11/2021WRM02400293. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the caravan rental scheme; if there are plans to expand it; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55970/21]

16/11/2021WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department received sanction from the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform (DPER) to roll out a pilot Caravan Loan Scheme offering a limited num-
ber of preferential and affordable loans for the purchase of residential trailers to Travellers in a 
select group of local authorities. The scheme is, therefore, not a rental scheme as the mobiles/
trailers purchased under this scheme become the property of the loan recipient.

Following consultation with stakeholders including the local authorities, the National Trav-
eller MABS and the Traveller representative organisations a pilot scheme was designed and 
commenced by my Department in July of 2021 for a trial period of 6 months.  The participating 
local authorities are Cork City Council, Dublin City Council, South Dublin County Council and 
Limerick City and County Council.
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Officials from my Department are communicating regularly with the local authorities pilot-
ing the scheme and other stakeholders to monitor progress with the pilot scheme.  The local 
authorities are reporting a good level of interest in the pilot scheme from Traveller families at 
these initial stages. When the pilot phase is complete, officials from my Department will review 
the operation of the pilot scheme with input from the local authorities and other stakeholders.  
A report will be prepared for DPER and options for the expansion of the pilot scheme will be 
considered at the conclusion of this process.

16/11/2021WRM02600Local Authorities

16/11/2021WRM02700294. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason there are discrepancies in funding allocations from his Department to local 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55972/21]

16/11/2021WRM02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The funding system that applies to local authorities is a complex one, 
as authorities derive their income from a variety of local sources including commercial rates, 
Local Property Tax (LPT), charges for goods and services and funding from Central Govern-
ment. 

Central Government funding of local authorities similarly presents a complex picture, with 
transfers, both current and capital, coming from a wide range of Departments and Offices, not 
solely from my Department, for a variety of purposes. Some streams of funding are delivered 
directly from funding departments to local authorities, while others are routed through depart-
mental agencies.  

Most of the funding sourced from Central Government and provided to local authorities 
must be used for specified services. These can be grouped into 5 broad programme categories: 
recreational, education, environment, housing and transport. In 2020, funding from central gov-
ernment to local authorities totalled €6.08 billion, an increase of 46% on 2019. 

Additional detail on Central Government funding of local authorities is provided in the 
Comptroller and Auditor General’s Annual Report, accessible at the following link:  

 www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2021/chapter-3-central-government-fund-
ing-of-local-authorities.pdf.

Local authorities vary significantly from one another in terms of size, population, popula-
tion distribution, public service demands, infrastructure and other income sources, all factors 
which must be taken into account when comparing levels of funding in different local authority 
areas.

My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a broad range of func-
tions, including local authority housing, voluntary housing, homeless services, estate regenera-
tion, energy efficiency retrofitting, housing grants, rural water schemes, urban renewal/regener-
ation, and fire services.   In order to achieve its objectives, my Department allocates significant 
resources to an extensive range of organisations, including local authorities, dedicated agen-
cies, and other bodies; some allocations, depending on the programmes concerned, are made on 
a national or other non-county basis in the form of grant funding.  

The local government funding model changed in 2014, primarily due to the establishment 
of Irish Water. Its financial relationship with the local government sector had a considerable 
impact on local authority financing at that time. In allocating General Purpose Grants from the 
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Local Government Fund for 2014, my Department took account of the movement of certain 
water related activities from local authorities to Irish Water.  In this context, it was necessary 
to defer defining a certain proportion of the proceeds of the LPT to be retained in each local 
authority and the setting of LPT baselines until 2015.

Local retention of LPT began in 2015 and is now established as an important source of 
funding for the local government sector, which reduces reliance on central funding. In accor-
dance with decisions taken by Government regarding the distribution of LPT funding, every 
local authority has a minimum level of funding available to it known as the LPT baseline. The 
redistribution of the 20% of LPT from all local authority areas assists in providing equalisation 
funding to those authorities that have lower property tax bases. 

The Programme for Government ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to bringing forward LPT 
reforms. These reforms will bring new homes, previously exempt from LPT, into the taxation 
system as well as providing for all money collected locally to be retained within the county. 
This will also be done on the basis that those counties with a lower LPT base are adjusted via an 
annual national equalisation fund paid from the Exchequer, as is currently the case.

16/11/2021WRM02900Tax Collection

16/11/2021WRM03000295. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when new maps of the approximate 9,000ha of land which will fall under the scope 
of the new zoned land tax will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56015/21]

16/11/2021WRM03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Department of Finance has the lead responsibility for the new 
zoned land tax, with legislation setting out the provisions relating to the tax measure included 
in Finance Bill 2021.  The purpose of the proposed measure is to activate existing residential 
zonings where the zoned land is serviced, but remains undeveloped.  

The scope of the tax is proposed to be based on lands zoned for housing development on 
statutory development plan or local area plan zoning maps, where such lands are able to connect 
to the necessary infrastructure to enable housing development and for which there is capacity 
available, with land subject to known issues relating to contamination or the presence of known 
archaeological or historic remains, to be excluded. 

The lands falling into scope are in the first instance, all land zoned as of 01 January 2022 
and meeting the above criteria with regard to servicing and taking into account any exclusions.  
These lands must be identified by each local authority on ‘residential zoned land’ maps to be 
published in advance of the introduction of the measure on 1 February 2024.

Each local authority will therefore be required to prepare and publish a map to indicate the 
land falling within the scope of the tax, with the final map to be published by 1 December 2023.  
In advance of this, it will be necessary to publish an initial draft map by 1 November 2022 to 
identify the land in question. Preparation of the map will involve consultation with infrastruc-
ture providers to provide a robust evidence base with regard to servicing, including capacity. 

Landowners will be given the opportunity to challenge the identification of their land as be-
ing within scope (with such challenge being limited to consideration of the exclusions set out 
within the legislation). Where the local authority fails to uphold this challenge, the landowner 
may appeal this decision to An Bord Pleanála. 
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The timescales for the various stages of the process will be specified in order to ensure the 
map can be updated by the local authority by 1 December 2023, in advance of the measure com-
ing into effect on 1 February 2024.

Once established, maps will be updated every year, to reflect any changes in zoning, devel-
opment servicing status or other criteria which would bring land into or out of scope. Where 
any land comes into scope after 1 January 2022, such land would not be liable for the tax until 
3 years later. 

The tax will be a percentage of site value, to be self-assessed by the landowner where in 
scope, with liability and enforcement arrangements to be managed through the Revenue sys-
tem. Any site occupied by a dwelling liable for Local Property Tax will not be liable for the tax. 

16/11/2021WRM03200Departmental Communications

16/11/2021WRM03300296. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the dedicated email addresses for Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas to contact 
his Department and bodies under his aegis as outlined in circular 25/2016; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [56019/21]

16/11/2021WRM03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The dedicated e-mail addresses for members of the Houses of the Oireachtas in respect of the 
State bodies under the aegis of my Department are as set out in tabular form below.

State Body Contact E-mail Address
An Bord Pleanála oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie
An Fóram Uisce (the Water Forum) info@nationalwaterforum.ie
Approved Housing Bodies Regulatory Authority oireachtasqueries@ahbregulator.ie
Docklands Oversight and Consultative Forum infodocklands@dublincity.ie
Ervia oireachtas@ervia.ie
Gas Networks Ireland oireachtas@ervia.ie 
Heritage Council oireachtas@heritagecouncil.ie
Housing Finance Agency oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie
Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency publicreps@housingagency.ie
Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie
Land Development Agency oireachtas@lda.ie 
Local Government Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie
National Oversight and Audit Commission info@noac.ie
National Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee

ntacc@housing.gov.ie

Office of the Planning Regulator oireachtas@opr.ie
Ordnance Survey Ireland Oireachtas@osi.ie
Property Registration Authority reps@prai.ie
Pyrite Resolution Board oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie   
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie
Valuation Office oireachtas.enquiries@VALOFF.ie
Valuation Tribunal info@valuationtribunal.ie
Water Advisory Body info@wab.gov.ie
Waterways Ireland ceoffice@waterwaysireland.org

16/11/2021WRM03500National Parks
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16/11/2021WRM03600297. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans with respect to the creation of a Liffey Valley national park; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56052/21]

16/11/2021WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The six existing National Parks of Ireland account for circa 65,000 
hectares, with another almost 22,000 hectares of nature reserves and other heritage sites. These 
extensive natural heritage sites are managed from a conservation perspective, and attract in ex-
cess of 4 million visitors annually. Given the resources available for capital investment within 
our National Parks and Nature Reserves, my Department is ever mindful of the need to focus 
on the core responsibilities relating to the management of the existing Parks and Reserves lands 
and have no plans at present to increase the number of National Parks in the country.

As part of my Department’s continuing commitment and contribution to protecting our 
heritage and improving our tourism and recreation product, we have been exploring ways to 
optimise the sustainable potential of heritage sites under our control in a way that is compatible 
with conservation objectives. 

In this context, it should be noted that in late 2016 my Department negotiated the extension 
of Wicklow Mountains National Park by purchasing almost 4,900 acres of Dublin Uplands at 
Glenasmole at a cost of €800,000. The purchase underpins the Government’s on-going commit-
ment to the preservation of our natural heritage for future generations of citizens and visitors 
alike to enjoy.

In 2017 the entire Wild Nephin area was consolidated into the ownership of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department. This creates a state-owned wilderness project of 
over 11,000 hectares and aims to provide increased nature conservation benefits and biodiver-
sity as well as  enhanced recreational and social benefits through the ‘re-wilding’ of the forest 
which adjoins the National Park. Thanks to the acquisition, we will be returning the area to a 
natural wilderness state.

My Department, in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland, launched a strategic partnership in 2017 
with a view to growing tourism revenues in the rural areas where the parks are located and in-
creasing Ireland’s appeal as a recreation destination.  One of the outputs from the partnership 
with Fáilte was Experiencing the Wild Heart of Ireland – an interpretative master plan for the 
development of our National Parks and Reserves, which sets out a road map for investment at 
these important nature conservation, public amenity and tourism sites and underpins the objec-
tives of Project 2040 as well as Heritage 2030.  

The investment in our National Parks will create memorable and meaningful experiences of 
Ireland’s landscapes, wildlife and culture. This will be done though sensitive design and the de-
velopment of authentic experiences, providing better access to nature and an increased under-
standing of society’s conservation responsibilities, as well as supporting significant investment 
in recreational facilities, including upgrading and development of the trails network, increased 
visitor facilities and improved signage and branding. These will be designed and delivered with 
a strong emphasis on conservation and allow us to protect and preserve our most fragile envi-
ronments and, by investing in our culture, language and heritage, provide a well-being benefit 
for all.  

The recent land acquisitions as well as ongoing and future projects described above reflect 
some of the key objectives of Heritage 2030  , including increased investment in our heritage, 
improved access, and better quality of information, guidance and advice as a resource for stake-
holders, visitors, researchers and the general public.
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So while I have no plans to expand the National Park network at present, my Department 
is actively ensuring the preservation, protection and presentation of the assets we already own.

16/11/2021WRM03800Homeless Persons Supports

16/11/2021WRM03900298. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 320 and 321 of 9 November 2021, if the homeless 
HAP numbers in the third table in the question are active HAP tenancies or set-up HAP tenan-
cies. [56074/21]

16/11/2021WRM04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
can confirm that the figures given for total number of homeless HAP tenancies in Dublin, at the 
end of each quarter from Q1 2016 to Q1 2021 and used in the third table of the reply to Parlia-
mentary Question Nos. 320 and 321 of 9 November 2021, represent cumulative Homeless HAP 
tenancy set-ups.

16/11/2021WRM04100Defective Building Materials

16/11/2021WRM04200299. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will provide a list of all reports commissioned by his Department or reviewed by his 
Department on defective buildings in the past five years including the authors of the report and 
if the reports have been or are due to be published. [56080/21]

16/11/2021WRM04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): A 
list of relevant reports commissioned by my Department is set out below.

Reports- - -
The Framework for Enhancing Fire Safety in Dwellings 
where concerns arise

Eamonn O’Boyle and 
Associates 

Published July 2017

Report of the Expert Panel on   Concrete Blocks Expert panel Published June 2017

In the course of its work on the development of policy in relation to defective housing, my 
Department receives and/or considers a broad range of material, including from local authori-
ties and other stakeholders as well as material available from other countries.

16/11/2021WRM04400Local Authorities

16/11/2021WRM04500300. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will provide a list of local authorities that do and do not have biodiversity officers; 
the local authorities that have funding requests pending for such officers; and the efforts he is 
making to ensure that all local authorities have such officers as soon as possible. [56148/21]

16/11/2021WRM04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): At the current time there are five biodiversity officers employed 
in the following local authorities:

- Fingal County Council

- Wexford County Council



16 November 2021

139

- Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council

- Dublin City Council 

- Kerry County Council

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the 
local authority for which he or she is responsible. The role of a Biodiversity Officer is therefore 
prescribed at local level by the employing Local Authority, but the primary function of a Bio-
diversity Officer is to promote, manage and co-ordinate biodiversity related activities within 
the Local Authority. Biodiversity Officers are the public face of biodiversity-related activities 
within the Local Authority, commissioning biodiversity surveys, implementing community re-
lated projects to improve the status of biodiversity in the local authority area, and organising 
relevant public events. 

My Department is committed to supporting local authorities in the important role they play 
in the implementation of actions contained in the National Biodiversity Action Plan. Officials 
of my Department are working on establishing a programme to facilitate the roll-out of bio-
diversity officers within local authorities nationwide. My Department’s investment in the bio-
diversity officer programme, through support of local authorities, will enhance their efforts to 
deliver benefits for biodiversity. In that context, I have allocated €600k in 2022 towards the 
programme.

16/11/2021WRM04700Passport Services

16/11/2021WRM04800301. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine the 
passport application of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55469/21]

16/11/2021WRM04900302. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will 
issue for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in view of the fact the Passport Office 
received this application on 19 May 2021. [55525/21]

16/11/2021WRM05000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
301 and 302 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service has already issued passports to the applicants. 

  Question No. 302 answered with Question No. 301.

16/11/2021WRM05200Passport Services

16/11/2021WRM05300303. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the additional proce-
dures which must be completed for issuing a passport to a child of Irish citizens who are not 
Irish born; and if there are steps which can be taken to speed up this process. [55582/21]

16/11/2021WRM05400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): All passport applications are sub-
ject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008 (“The 2008 Act”). The Act provides, among 
other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued to him/her. 
In order to meet this legal requirement, each person must demonstrate an entitlement to Irish 



Questions - Written Answers

140

citizenship in his/her passport application.

As part of the identity and citizenship verification process, the Passport Service requires 
applicants themselves, or the applicant’s guardian in the case of applications for children, to 
submit all necessary supporting documents in order to establish the applicant’s identity and 
entitlement to citizenship.

For example, in the case of a child born on the island of Ireland to an Irish citizen, who 
themselves were not born on the island of Ireland, proof of the parent’s Irish citizenship at the 
time of the applicant’s birth is required. In such cases, parents must submit a certified copy of 
their Irish passport along with their child’s first time passport application. 

In a similar manner, In the case of Irish-born children claiming Irish citizenship through a 
parent who is a naturalised Irish citizen or received Irish citizenship through Foreign Birth Reg-
istration or Post Nuptial Citizenship Declaration, evidence must be given that the parent was in 
fact an Irish citizen before the child was born.

The current processing time for first time passport applications is 40 working days for Pass-
port Online and 8 weeks for applications submitted through An Post’s “Passport Express” ser-
vice.

The Passport Service is currently experiencing a high demand for first time passports. There 
are currently 62,000 first time online applications on hand with the Passport Service. Over a 
third (23,000) of online first time applications are incomplete and require the applicant or their 
guardian to submit the documents necessary to complete the passport application. These cannot 
be processed by the Passport Service until all relevant documents have been submitted and the 
application is fully complete. The Passport Service engages with all applicants who have not 
submitted the required documentation to ensure that their application is completed correctly 
and can proceed through the processing system.

To protect the integrity of the Irish Passport, first time applications require careful process-
ing in order to validate the identity of the applicant and their entitlement to Irish citizenship for 
the first time. Additionally, in the case of children, the consent of guardians must be validated. 
Accordingly, the current processing time for first-time online applications is longer than for that 
of a passport renewal application.

In the case of children born abroad to an Irish citizen, who themselves were not born in 
on the island of Ireland, but received Irish citizenship through descent, naturalisation, Foreign 
Birth Registration or Post Nuptial Citizenship Declaration before the child was born, the child 
may apply for Irish citizenship through Foreign Birth Registration. Once the child is entered 
onto the Foreign Births Register, they are an Irish citizen and are entitled to apply for an Irish 
passport. Information on how to apply for Irish citizenship through Foreign Birth Registration 
is available on my Department’s website (www.dfa.ie/citizenship/born-abroad/registering-a-
foreign-birth). 

Operations at the Passport Service were severely disrupted by public health restrictions 
brought about by the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. During this period, unfortunately, it was 
necessary to pause Foreign Birth Registration processing in order to focus also on the provision 
of urgent passport services. As of Monday, 15th November, the processing of Foreign Birth 
Registration has resumed on a phased basis. My Department is fully committed to allocating 
resources over the coming weeks to assist with the high volume of applications, with a focus 
on reducing turnaround times.

The Passport Service continually examines how to improve processing times, including 
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examining the processes around the verification and processing of the supporting documenta-
tion for first time passport and Foreign Birth Registration applications. The Passport Service 
is also working closely with the Department’s Human Resources Division and with the Public 
Appointments Service on an ongoing basis to recruit additional staff to meet the current and 
forecasted demand for passports and Foreign Birth Registration. We are planning for the re-
cruitment and assignment of an additional 384 permanent and temporary staff between now 
and the end of January 2022, bringing total staff numbers to 920 and effectively doubling the 
number of staff at the Passport Service since June of this year.  

16/11/2021WRM05500Passport Services

16/11/2021WRM05600304. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a pass-
port renewal in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55603/21]

16/11/2021WRM05700305. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a pass-
port application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55605/21]

16/11/2021WRM05800307. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport can issue 
for a person (details supplied) in view of the fact that this person has not seen their family for 
two years. [55624/21]

16/11/2021WRM05900325. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed and expedited;; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [56164/21]

16/11/2021WRM06000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
304, 305, 307 and 325 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service has provided an update on the status of the passport application to the applicant. 

The current turnaround times are 10 working days for Simple Adult renewals, 15 working 
days for Complex renewals, 40 working days for First Time Applications on Passport Online 
and 8 weeks for Passport Express for applications which have been completed correctly.

  Question No. 305 answered with Question No. 304.

16/11/2021WRN00300Passport Services

16/11/2021WRN00400306. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport can issue for 
a person (details supplied) on time for their travel plans. [55623/21]

16/11/2021WRN00500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard to the specific ap-
plication about which the Deputy has enquired, the passport application has been cancelled by 
the applicant’s guardian. 

  Question No. 307 answered with Question No. 304.

16/11/2021WRN00700Passport Services
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16/11/2021WRN00800308. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will amend the 
process for applications submitted by Passport Express in order that the parents of minors are 
notified via telephone of a possible error rather than by letter in order that it can be immediately 
rectified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55627/21]

16/11/2021WRN00900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department fully recognises 
that Passport Express, and Northern Ireland Passport Express, continue to be an important chan-
nel for applicants who do not wish to use the online system or who have limited digital skills.

Passport applicants who choose to use An Post’s paper-based, mail-in “Passport Express” 
service receive a letter from the Passport Service if additional documents are required in order 
to correctly complete their application. This provides both the applicant and the Passport Ser-
vice with a clear, written record of the documents that are outstanding. Letters to applicants are 
dispatched for delivery by An Post and are generally received by applicants resident in Ireland 
within one working day. 

Passport Online will continue to be the priority channel given the efficiencies that are in-
built into the system for both the applicant and the Passport Service. The processing of an 
online application is consistently up to four times faster than the processing time of a paper ap-
plication. In addition, Passport Online allows for the Passport Service to email applicants with 
regard to any outstanding documents required. 

Passport Online can be accessed by all first time applicants, irrespective of age  both chil-
dren and adults, in Ireland, Northern Ireland, Great Britain, Europe, Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the USA. All Irish citizens, including children, can use the online system to renew 
their passports from anywhere in the world.

16/11/2021WRN01000Election Monitoring Missions

16/11/2021WRN01100309. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason it was decided 
not to send any Irish long term observers to the OSCE election observation mission in Kyrgyz-
stan; the number of roster members by gender that applied to participate as short term observers 
for the election in Kyrgyzstan ; the number by gender that have been nominated for this mis-
sion; if nominated observers are not members of the current roster; if he will provide details 
of grants and other supports being provided to these observers; if his Department will pay for 
additional expenses of an observer that contracts Covid-19 while on the mission; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55791/21]

16/11/2021WRN01200310. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the budget for the elec-
tion observation programme in 2019, 2020 and 2021; the amount spent in each year; if he will 
provide details of the budget in 2022; the number of observers projected to be deployed; his 
plans to replace the current roster; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55792/21]

16/11/2021WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 309 and 310 together.

I refer the Deputy to Parliamentary Question No. 84 of 22 September 2021, Parliamentary 
Questions No. 131, 135 and 158 of 24 June 2021, Parliamentary Questions No. 304, 305 and 
311 of 26 May 2021, Parliamentary Questions No. 303 and 310 of 26 May 2021 and Parlia-
mentary Question No. 777 of 24 March 2021 on international election observation.The cur-
rent election observation roster was established in 2019 for a period of five years. It currently 
comprises 197 volunteers who were selected following an open and competitive application 
process to participate at short notice for election observation missions organised by the EU 
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and the OSCE.  Planning for the next mustering process will commence in 2022.  Expenditure 
amounted to €194,325 in 2019, €12,495 in 2020 and €4,616 in 2021 to date.  The budget alloca-
tion for 2022 will be decided shortly and is likely to be similar to the 2019 allocation.  The rela-
tively low expenditure in 2020 and 2021 is due to the temporary suspension of the scheme due 
to COVID-19.  Nominations have now resumed, subject to adjudication of duty of care.  This 
takes into account national and international travel advice and relevant legislation, which may 
be subject to ongoing review and change.  The OSCE nomination deadline for long term ob-
servers for upcoming parliamentary elections in Kyrgyz Republic, scheduled for 28 November 
2021, was prior to Ireland’s resumption of nomination of volunteer observers.  However, a call 
for short term observers is currently being processed.  My Department received 32 applications 
(16 male and 16 female) from members of the election observation roster, nine of which have 
been nominated (four male and five female). The final selection will be made by the OSCE.  My 
Department has a travel insurance policy in place for members of the election observation ros-
ter which provides cover in the event that an observer becomes ill while travelling. Once they 
return home, they can avail of care provided under the Irish health care system.  COVID tests 
for observers would be included in the once-off annual €600 flat rate already in place for inocu-
lations. Any amounts incurred in excess of that flat rate arising from COVID testing would be 
allowable as a recoupable expense.

  Question No. 310 answered with Question No. 309.

16/11/2021WRN01500Passport Services

16/11/2021WRN01600311. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the current wait times 
for first-time passport applications for children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55980/21]

16/11/2021WRN01700312. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when in-person appoint-
ments for emergency passports will return to pre-Covid-19 levels and times; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55981/21]

16/11/2021WRN01800313. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the facility to collect 
a passport will return; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55982/21]

16/11/2021WRN01900314. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of passport 
applications that missed their deadline for issue for 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55983/21]

16/11/2021WRN02000315. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of passport 
applications that are still pending that have missed their issue by date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55984/21]

16/11/2021WRN02100316. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he expects the backlog 
of passport applications to be cleared by the end of 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55985/21]

16/11/2021WRN02200317. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he expects the turn-
around times for passport renewals to improve in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55986/21]

16/11/2021WRN02300318. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there are plans for the 
allocation of additional resources to the Passport Office in anticipation of an increase in ap-
plications for travel around the festive season; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[55987/21]

16/11/2021WRN02400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
311 to 318, inclusive, together.

Passport Service operations were severely disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, as were 
many Government Services. Notwithstanding that disruption and the necessary restrictions put 
in place to protect public health, the Passport Service provided service to our citizens facing 
a medical emergency of death of a family member abroad at all times since the onset of the 
pandemic.

The Passport Service has issued over half a million passports to date in 2021 and 45% of 
simple adult renewals issue within one business day. 

The Passport Service is currently experiencing a high demand for first time passports. These 
first time applications are necessarily complex to process, since they are essentially applications 
for Irish citizenship. The Passport Service must validate the true identity of the applicant and 
take measures to confirm the applicant’s entitlement to Irish citizenship. It is the responsibility 
of the Passport Service to protect the integrity of the Irish passport. Accordingly, a rigorous 
analysis process is in place to verify the citizenship status of applicants. In the case of first time 
passport applications for children, the consent of guardians must also be thoroughly validated. 
Due to the extra measures involved, processing time for first time online passport applications 
is 40 working days.

The Passport Offices in Mount St, Dublin 2 and in Cork are now offering an Urgent Ap-
pointment Service for the renewal of passports. The Urgent Appointment Service ensures that, 
for those who unexpectedly require a very urgent turnaround of a passport renewal, there is an 
option available that is transparent, predictable and clear. It means that an applicant can book 
and pay for their appointment, safe in the knowledge that they will have their passport within 
a day, or a few days. To avail of the Urgent Appointment Service for Passport Renewal, appli-
cants must first book an appointment to attend the public office in Dublin or Cork. Applicants 
can book an appointment through the Department of Foreign Affairs website (www.dfa.ie/pass-
ports). Over 800 urgent appointments have been facilitated since the Passport Service launched 
this service on 27th September 2021. The Passport Service is following public health guidelines 
in relation to this service in order to protect the health and safety of customers and staff in our 
public offices and will continue to do so for as long as is necessary. 

The processing, printing and dispatch of passports operates on an automated system which 
handles thousands of passports per week. Passports are delivered very efficiently throughout 
Ireland by An Post and are generally received by the applicant within one working day. The 
collection of passports is currently available to people who book an Urgent Appointment at the 
Passport Offices in Mount St, Dublin 2 and Cork. The collection of passports by online and 
postal customers cannot currently be facilitated by the Passport Service as this significantly 
impacts the dispatch of passports for all other customers.

The current passport processing times are:

- 10 working days for Simple Adult renewals

- 15 working days for Complex renewals

- 40 working days for First Time Applications on Passport Online

- 8 weeks for An Post’s mail-in “Passport Express” service



16 November 2021

145

The passport processing times are based on current average application turnaround times 
and apply to passport applications that are fully complete, where all required supporting docu-
mentation has been correctly submitted to the Passport Service by the applicant. The projected 
passport issue date provided to applicants on the online Passport Tracker provides an indication 
only of the estimated issue date based on current averages and is not an intended guarantee of 
service. The projected passport issue date by the Passport Tracker provided does not include 
postage time. 

Applications can take longer than the average turnaround time if applicants have not provid-
ed all of the required documentation to correctly complete their application. There are currently 
10,000 postal applications and 98,000 online passport applications on hand at the Passport 
Service. Of the online applications, 34,000 or 35% of applications are incomplete and require 
the applicant to submit additional documents. The Passport Service engages with all applicants 
who have not submitted the required documentation to ensure that their application is com-
pleted correctly and can proceed through the processing system. Of the online applications that 
are currently with the Passport Service for processing, approximately 8% are past the estimated 
issue-by date. These applications are being prioritised by the Passport Service who are working 
very hard to eliminate these delays. 

In 2020, 34,000 passports were issued beyond the initial estimated issue-by date. In 2021, 
that figure was 135,000. It is important to note that due to pandemic-related restrictions, be-
tween January and May of 2021, only emergency passports were issued by the Passport Ser-
vice. This citizen-critical service required staff to be on site to process and issue emergency 
passports during Level 5 restrictions.  As a result of well implemented safety protocols, 67,000 
passports were issued between January and May of this year. 

The Passport Service commenced the scaling-up of operations on 4 May 2021 in line with 
the phased easing of restrictions set out in “COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The 
Plan Ahead”. By the end of July 2021, substantial progress had been made in clearing the CO-
VID-19 backlog. All backlog applications which had been completed correctly had been pro-
cessed and passports issued to applicants. The Passport Service had also been in contact with 
applicants who needed to submit additional documents. Once those documents were received, 
the issuance of passports was expedited. 

The Passport Service continually examines how to improve processing times and engage-
ment with applicants, particularly in light of the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had 
on the Passport Service and the high demand for passports seen in recent months as interna-
tional travel resumed. 

Adequate staffing of the Passport Service to respond to demand remains a priority for my 
Department and is an issue that is kept under constant review. My Department is actively work-
ing with the Public Appointments Service on an ongoing basis to recruit and assign additional 
staff to meet the current and forecasted high demand for passports. We are planning for the 
recruitment and assignment of an additional 384 permanent and temporary staff between now 
and the end of January 2022, bringing total staff numbers to 920 and effectively doubling the 
number of staff at the Passport Service since June of this year. 

In addition, the Passport Service is working with relevant divisions within my Department 
to ensure the health and safety of all staff and is finalising plans in co-operation with the OPW 
to ensure that additional staff will be accommodated to meet the anticipated increased demand 
for passports expected in 2022.  

In the context of the National Development Plan, my Department is making a major invest-
ment in the future of the Passport Service.  Over the next couple of years, we will replace the 
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core technology underpinning the service, which will deliver efficiencies and a more resilient 
passport system.  Budget 2022 also included an investment of an additional €10m in passport 
services in response to the increasing demand for passports both at home and abroad.

I urge citizens to check the validity of their passports before booking travel and to ensure 
that they apply in plenty of time. In the case of people planning to travel in 2022, whose pass-
ports are already out of date or who have children who are first-time applicants, I would encour-
age them to apply now online.

The Passport Online service continues to be the fastest and most efficient channel for pass-
port applications and is available to first time applicants, both children and adults, in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, Great Britain, Europe, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the USA. All 
Irish citizens, including children can use the online system to renew their passports from any-
where in the world. 

  Question No. 312 answered with Question No. 311.

  Question No. 313 answered with Question No. 311.

  Question No. 314 answered with Question No. 311.

  Question No. 315 answered with Question No. 311.

  Question No. 316 answered with Question No. 311.

  Question No. 317 answered with Question No. 311.

  Question No. 318 answered with Question No. 311.

16/11/2021WRN03200Foreign Conflicts

16/11/2021WRN03300319. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the supports or mea-
sures Ireland on its own or in conjunction with others is putting place to assist the populace of 
Afghanistan who are threatened with starvation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56013/21]

16/11/2021WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): I am 
gravely concerned by the situation in Afghanistan, which is now one of worst humanitarian 
crisis in the world. Over half of the population are facing acute food insecurity. 

In response, the Government through its Official Development Assistance (ODA) pro-
gramme, Irish Aid, has provided €3 million in humanitarian support for the people of Afghani-
stan since mid-August, bringing Ireland’s total funding so far this year to over €4 million. This 
funding has been allocated to the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Af-
ghanistan Humanitarian Fund (AHF) and UNICEF, as well as Concern Worldwide and HALO 
Trust.

This funding is helping address the urgent needs of the population, including providing food 
aid and other essential services. 

In addition, Ireland contributes to global funds and core funding to key agencies that al-
locate funding to Afghanistan, including the EU, WHO, UNHCR, IFRC, ICRC and the UN 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). Ireland is the 9th largest donor to the CERF in 
2021, providing €10 million. In September, the CERF allocated €38.25 million to Afghanistan.
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Ireland will continue to engage, including at the UN Security Council, to support an inclu-
sive peace in Afghanistan – the only sustainable path to alleviating the suffering of the Afghan 
people. Ireland has also called for full, safe and unimpeded humanitarian access to allow life-
saving support to reach all Afghans, including to respond to the urgent needs of families forced 
to flee their homes.

16/11/2021WRN03500Irish Communities Abroad

16/11/2021WRN03600320. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the efforts being made by 
his Department to offer advice and caution to Irish citizens working and traveling to Iraq in 
regard to the risks in operating there, particularly in view of the arbitrary detention of a person 
(details supplied) who was sentenced to fifteen years following a contracting dispute; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [56042/21]

16/11/2021WRN03700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Regarding travel advice to Iraq, 
the Department constantly reviews and updates international travel advice for Irish citizens 
travelling abroad, working closely with our missions abroad and international partners. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs have for several years advised against all travel to Iraq, due to 
the volatile security situation, with a high risk of terrorism and kidnapping. The Department’s 
security status for Iraq is set at “Do Not Travel”, which is our highest level of warning. As you 
can appreciate, I am not in a position to comment on individual cases. 

16/11/2021WRN03800Human Rights

16/11/2021WRN03900321. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the measures the Govern-
ment has taken or is prepared to take in order to raise the issue of the plight of refugees who 
are stranded on the border between Poland and Belarus; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [56044/21]

16/11/2021WRN04000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland stands with Poland, Lith-
uania and Latvia in resisting the attempts by Belarus to provoke a violent confrontation on the 
external border of the European Union. Our view is that this is a humanitarian crisis above all, 
and that the welfare and safety of the affected migrants must be our priority.

Ireland has repeatedly raised the plight of refugees stranded on the border between Poland 
and Belarus at meetings at the UN, OSCE and other international fora. Just last week, our Per-
manent Representation in New York supported an informal meeting at the UN Security Council 
to raise the matter.

At a European level, Ireland is co-sponsoring a fifth package of sanctions against individu-
als and entities complicit in the Lukashenko regime’s exploitation of migrants. In a positive 
development, and in response to outreach from the European External Action Service, certain 
airlines have taken measures to ensure that their aircraft cannot be used for the trafficking of 
migrants.

In addition, we are engaging bilaterally with Member States bordering Belarus to ensure 
that international aid workers and experts can be allowed to assist migrants trapped on the bor-
der. Ireland provided €100,000 to the Lithuanian Red Cross to help ensure migrants in Lithu-
ania are supplied with food, shelter and other essentials.

Belarus must allow people to return to Minsk and subsequently travel back to countries of 
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origin. 

We need to see a peaceful resolution to the current crisis, and we call on the Belarussian 
regime to stop playing with the lives of vulnerable migrants.

16/11/2021WRN04100Visa Agreements

16/11/2021WRN04200322. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason Ireland does not 
have a reciprocal agreement with the United States of America in respect of F1 student visas 
which results in significant costs to Irish students travelling under this scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56058/21]

16/11/2021WRN04300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 2018, the United States intro-
duced a new law obliging the US State Department to apply reciprocal treatment between US 
and foreign citizens when it comes to costs of visas and permissions. The State Department sub-
sequently conducted a review for Ireland, initially identifying seven visa categories for which 
they proposed an increase to bring them in line with their interpretation of equivalent Irish 
visas/permissions. As a result of significant cross Departmental engagement with the US, they 
agreed to drop six of the seven categories of visas that were initially identified for a fee increase.

The remaining proposal was to significantly raise the F1 student visa fee as the reciprocal 
calculation was based on the fact that US students in Ireland are required to pay a €300 regis-
tration fee every year, in addition to the initial visa fee. In regard to the F1 student visa, after 
extensive discussions, a more limited increase to F1 student fees came into effect, based on a 
tiered system, with charges of €148 for a one year visa, €997 for a four year visa, and €1,280 
for a five year student visa. 

Decisions in regard to charges for US visa and permission fees are a matter for the US au-
thorities and, while these increases are regrettable, they are significantly lower in most instances 
than what was originally proposed, as a result of negotiations between the US and Ireland. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs continues to work in close cooperation with the United States, 
and their Embassy, to support and promote educational exchange across the Atlantic.

16/11/2021WRN04400Passport Services

16/11/2021WRN04500323. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport can be 
provided for a young baby (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [56108/21]

16/11/2021WRN04600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard to the specific ap-
plication about which the Deputy has enquired, the Passport Service has been in direct contact 
with the applicant’s parent and has provided an update on the status of the application and the 
steps they must take to correctly complete the passport application. The Passport Service cannot 
process the application until the required supporting documents have been received.

16/11/2021WRN04700Consular Services

16/11/2021WRN04800324. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a person (details sup-
plied) will be home before Christmas. [56122/21]
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16/11/2021WRN04900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): This is a complex case involving 
an Irish citizen who has been prevented from leaving China since March 2019.  My Department 
has been providing ongoing consular assistance to the citizen since that time through our Con-
sular Assistance Unit in Dublin, our Embassy in Beijing and our Consulate General in Shang-
hai, while he and his legal teams work on the legal, commercial and financial issues through the 
appropriate channels. Our Consul General has met and engaged very regularly with the citizen, 
and continues to provide all possible consular advice and support. 

There has also been extensive and regular engagement at the most senior political and dip-
lomatic level with the Chinese authorities in Beijing and Shanghai, and with the Embassy of 
China in Dublin, in relation to the humanitarian aspects of this case, and the importance of the 
citizen being allowed to return home as soon as possible. During my visit to China earlier this 
year I discussed the case with a view to achieving a resolution of the matter.

As the Deputy will appreciate, as with all consular cases, it would not be appropriate to 
comment on the specific details of the case.  However, I can assure the Deputy that my Depart-
ment will continue to provide all possible consular assistance to the citizen until he is permitted 
to return to Ireland.

  Question No. 325 answered with Question No. 304.

16/11/2021WRO00300Brexit Issues

16/11/2021WRO00400326. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagement he has 
had with the UK Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union regarding Article 16 of the 
Northern Ireland Protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56177/21]

16/11/2021WRO00500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Discussions between the EU and 
UK on the Northern Ireland Protocol including between David Frost and Maros Šefcovic are 
ongoing and it is important that we give these talks every chance to succeed. A positive outcome 
to current discussions is our objective.  

I have met with UK Minister of State David Frost on a number of occasions in the last year, 
most recently in September, at the meeting of the British Irish Association in Oxford.  I have 
also discussed the Protocol in meetings with other UK ministers, including with the UK Foreign 
Secretary Elizabeth Truss on 13 October and the Minister for Europe and Americas at the For-
eign, Commonwealth & Development Office, Wendy Morton, on 1 October. The issue has also 
been regularly raised by other Ministers in recent contacts with UK counterparts.

In all contacts with UK ministers and officials, I have emphasised the importance of using 
the EU-UK framework for issues related to the Protocol and of finding a solution that works 
for the people of Northern Ireland.  We are impressing on them that invoking Article 16 would 
have far reaching implications for the EU-UK relationship and for our bilateral relationship.  
The European Commission has acted in good faith. A good faith response is required from the 
United Kingdom Government.

I am of course also in regular contact with Vice-President Šefcovic, with our partners across 
the EU, the US Administration and Congress and stakeholders across Northern Ireland. Sup-
port for the Commission package and minimising disruption in Northern Ireland remains very 
strong.  I had the opportunity to discuss developments with several EU Foreign Ministers dur-
ing the course of the FAC meeting in Brussels this week.  Minister Byrne is also in touch with 
his counterparts.  
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I believe strongly the Protocol will work if we allow it to with flexibility and pragmatism.   

16/11/2021WRO00600Brexit Issues

16/11/2021WRO00700327. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagement he has 
had with the President of the United States of America or their representatives regarding Article 
16 of the Northern Ireland Protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56178/21]

16/11/2021WRO00800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland deeply values the role 
that the United States has played in ensuring peace and stability in Northern Ireland and the 
continuing high-level bipartisan support for the Good Friday Agreement. The engagement by 
successive US Administrations, Congress and the Irish Diaspora has been an indispensable part 
of the success of the Peace Process over the last three decades, and remains so to this day.

Contacts between the Government and members of the US Administration are ongoing and 
consistent. I have spoken to my counterpart, Secretary of State Blinken, on a number of occa-
sions, and on 1 November the Taoiseach met with President Biden on the margins of COP26.  
I have also raised our concerns with US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan a number of 
times. In September, the Taoiseach and I travelled to the US and had several high level engage-
ments. It was clear from these meetings that US political representatives support the Protocol, 
and view it as essential to preserving the gains of the Peace Process and the Good Friday Agree-
ment. 

As talks between the EU and the UK progress, this support continues to be strongly ex-
pressed at all levels of the US political system. President Biden met with European Commission 
President Von der Leyen in Washington DC on 10 November, where both sides reiterated the 
importance of the Withdrawal Agreement and the Protocol for peace and stability on the island 
of Ireland. 

On 9 November, four key US congress members released a statement warning that a failure 
to implement the Protocol would undermine decades of progress towards peace in Ireland. This 
was followed by a statement from the Ad Hoc Committee to Protect the Good Friday Agree-
ment which noted that triggering Article 16 of the Protocol would be unwise and unpopular in 
Northern Ireland. 

The Commission’s proposals represent a real opportunity for Northern Ireland. The Euro-
pean Commission has acted in good faith and a good faith response is required from the United 
Kingdom Government. It is important that we give the talks between the EU and the UK every 
chance to succeed. A positive outcome to current discussions is our objective. I believe the Pro-
tocol will work if we allow it to with flexibility and pragmatism. 

16/11/2021WRO00900United Nations

16/11/2021WRO01000328. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if his attention has been 
drawn to correspondence from an organisation (details supplied); the nature of Ireland’s spe-
cific role and involvement in the training of the Libyan Coast Guard; if this role has changed or 
undergone a review in view of the matters outlined in the correspondence; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55988/21]

16/11/2021WRO01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware of the correspondence re-
ferred to.
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Ireland currently has three Defence Forces personnel deployed in staff office posts at the 
Operational Headquarters (OHQ) of EUNAVFOR MED Operation IRINI in Rome.  As of Oc-
tober 2021, 24 EU Member States contribute personnel to the mission.

Launched in March of 2020, the core task of EUNAVFOR MED Operation IRINI is to con-
tribute to the implementation of the UN arms embargo on Libya. In June of this year, the UN 
Security Council renewed Resolution 2292 of 2016 which allows for the offshore inspection 
and port diversion of vessels suspected of breaching the UN arms embargo on Libya. 

Along with the monitoring and gathering of information on illicit petroleum exports and 
contributing to the disruption of the business model of human smuggling and trafficking net-
works, supporting the capacity building and training of the Libyan Coast Guard and Navy 
(LCG&N) is a secondary task of the operation. However, no agreement has yet been concluded 
between Operation IRINI and the Libyan authorities for the delivery of the capacity building 
and training component.

16/11/2021WRO01200United Nations

16/11/2021WRO01300329. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Defence if the recent decision 
to extend the Army Ranger’s deployment to Mali as part of the MINUSMA mission required 
the triple-lock and specifically Dáil Éireann approval; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55488/21]

16/11/2021WRO01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The conditions under which the Defence 
Forces may participate on overseas peace support operations are set out in the Defence Acts.  
Where the Defence Forces contingent comprises part of an International United Nations Force, 
the conditions, known as the “triple lock”, must be satisfied. These are that the operation must 
be authorised/mandated by the United Nations; it must be approved by the Government; and it 
must be approved by way of a resolution of Dáil Éireann, where the size of a Defence Forces 
contribution is more than twelve personnel.  

Having already been approved by Government, Dáil approval was received on 20 June 2019 
for the deployment of a contingent of the Permanent Defence Forces, to serve with MINUSMA, 
the UN mission in Mali, when the following motion was approved: 
That Dáil Éireann approves, pursuant to section 2 of the Defence (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1960, as applied by section 2 of the Defence (Amendment) Act 2006, the deployment of a contingent of the Permanent Defence Force to MINUSMA, established under United Nations Security Council Resolution 2100 (2013) and extended in subsequent Resolutions and subject to renewal of the UN mandate/authority for the mission thereafter.   

  The current contribution to the mission comprises Army Ranger Wing Human Intelligence 
Teams and support staff located in Camp Castor in Gao and in MINUSMA HQ in Bamako.

Earlier this year, the Government approved the continued provision of up to 14 Defence 
Forces personnel, drawn primarily from the Army Range Wing to participate in MINUSMA, 
the United Nations led operation in Mali, up until 30 September 2022.   

As Dáil approval has already been given in relation to the deployment of a contingent of the 
Permanent Defence Force to the MINUSMA mission, in accordance with the relevant provi-
sions of the Deence Acts, further Dáil approval is not necessary for the deployment of replace-
ment contingents to the mission.

16/11/2021WRO01500Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRO01600330. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Defence if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of a person (details supplied) who was refused entry to the Defence Forces due to a 
previous conviction and is awaiting contact from the Defence Forces in this regard. [55785/21]
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16/11/2021WRO01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The military authorities have advised 
that all applicants to the Defence Forces are required to pass the security vetting stage of the 
recruitment process. If a concern is highlighted, such as a previous offence, a disclosure is pro-
duced by An Gárda Síochána and issued by the Defence Forces to the applicant. The applicant 
is required to acknowledge that the disclosure pertains to them and that the particulars are cor-
rect. Upon completion of this process, a decision is made on the candidate’s application and the 
candidate is informed.

I am further advised by the military authorities that the individual outlined in the details 
supplied with the question has been informed in the usual manner that they were unsuccessful 
in their application.

16/11/2021WRO01800Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRO01900331. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Per-
manent Defence Force as of 31 October 2021 or the latest date available; if he will provide a 
breakdown of all ranks across the three services and the gender breakdown of same in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56133/21]

16/11/2021WRO02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the military authorities 
that the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, as at 31 October 2021 is 8,572 whole-time 
equivalent personnel. The attached table shows the requested breakdown by rank, service, and 
gender. 

The current staffing issues within the Defence Forces have been acknowledged and the 
Government remains committed to returning to and maintaining the agreed strength of the 
Permanent Defence Force at 9,500 personnel as set out in the White Paper on Defence (2015).   

A range of actions have been taken to address these issues which includes the projects un-
dertaken to facilitate the implementation of the PSPC Report on Recruitment and Retention, 
most of which  have been completed or are being considered in the context of wider public sec-
tor pay arrangements. Other measures include Service Commitment Schemes in the Air Corps, 
and the Naval Service in which additionally a sea-going naval personnel tax credit introduced 
in 2020, will be further extended into 2022.

Recruitment initiatives have been, and continue to be, undertaken and recruitment in 2021 
has resulted in 577 inductions to date in 2021. The independent Commission on the Defence 
Forces is also examining a range of recruitment and retention matters and I look forward to 
receiving their recommendations.  

am advised by the military authorities that the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, 
as at 31 October 2021 is 8,572 whole-time equivalent personnel. The attached table shows the 
requested breakdown by rank, service, and gender. 

The current staffing issues within the Defence Forces have been acknowledged and the 
Government remains committed to returning to and maintaining the agreed strength of the 
Permanent Defence Force at 9,500 personnel as set out in the White Paper on Defence (2015).   

A range of actions have been taken to address these issues which includes the projects un-
dertaken to facilitate the implementation of the PSPC Report on Recruitment and Retention, 
most of which  have been completed or are being considered in the context of wider public sec-
tor pay arrangements. Other measures include Service Commitment Schemes in the Air Corps, 
and the Naval Service in which additionally a sea-going naval personnel tax credit introduced 
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in 2020, will be further extended into 2022.

Recruitment initiatives have been, and continue to be, undertaken and recruitment in 2021 
has resulted in 577 inductions to date in 2021. The independent Commission on the Defence 
Forces is also examining a range of recruitment and retention matters and I look forward to 
receiving their recommendations. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq331-16-11-21_en.xlsx”>Permanent Defence ForceWTE Strength</a>]

16/11/2021WRO02100Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRO02200332. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Reserve 
Defence Force as of 31 October 2021 or the latest date available; if he will provide a breakdown 
of all ranks across the three services and the gender breakdown of same in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [56134/21]

16/11/2021WRO02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is 
comprised of the First Line Reserve (FLR), the Army Reserve (AR) and the Naval Service 
Reserve (NSR).  

The effective strength of the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve (NSR), as of 
31 October 2021, are set out below:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq332-16-11-21_en.docx”>Details of Army and Naval Reserves</a>]

16/11/2021WRO02400Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRO02500333. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the number of overseas mis-
sions in which the Defence Forces are currently involved; the number of personnel involved in 
each mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56135/21]

16/11/2021WRO02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As of 1 November 2021, Ireland is con-
tributing 566 personnel to 9 different missions throughout the world. The main overseas mis-
sions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 335 personnel and the United Nations Disengagement Ob-
server Force (UNDOF) in Syria with 136 personnel.   Ireland also contributes observers and 
staff to various United Nations and OSCE missions and personnel to staff appointments at UN, 
EU, NATO/PfP and OSCE headquarters.   

Ireland has always been a strong supporter of the United Nations and UN Peacekeeping.  
Our commitment and support for the primary role of the United Nations, in the maintenance of 
international peace and security, is expressed in Ireland’s long-standing tradition of participat-
ing in UN peacekeeping operations.  This commitment is also expressed in our engagement in 
the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP).

Full details of all personnel currently serving in missions overseas are listed in the tabular 
statement below. 

MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE SERVING OVERSEAS As 
of 1 November 2021
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UN MISSIONS 
UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) HQUNIFIL 118th Infantry Bat-
talionUNIFIL Sector West HQ

113204

UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation) Israel & Syria 12
MINUSMA (United Nations mission in MALI) 14
MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic of the Congo) 3
UNDOF (COS Staff/FHQ Staff - Camp Faouar - Bravo side)UNDOF 64th Infantry 
Group (Camp Faouar - Bravo side) 

8128

TOTAL 500
UN MANDATED MISSIONS
EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina) 5
EUTM Mali (EU-led Training Mission) 20
KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) HQ 16 
Naval Service EU Mission (Op Irini HQ) 3 
TOTAL NUMBER  OF PERSONNEL SERVING WITH UN MISSIONS 544

ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE)
Staff Officer, High Level Planning Group, Vienna 1
EU MILITARY STAFF
Brussels 4
MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES/ADVISERS/STAFF
Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to UN, New York 3*
Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, Vienna 1
Military Representative in PSC Delegation (Brussels) 8
Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brussels) 3
EU OHQ Operation Althea, Mons, Belgium 1
Irish Liaison Officer to SHAPE & Military Co-Op Division, Mons, Belgium                 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORCES PERSONNEL SERVING OVERSEAS 566
* Includes Major General Maureen O’Brien serving on secondment to the United Nations 

following her appointment by the UN as Deputy Military Advisor in the Office of Military Af-
fairs, Department of Peace Operations

16/11/2021WRO02700Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRO02800334. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Defence the number of new applicants 
to the Defence Forces that were not offered enlistment due to below standard audiology results 
2018, 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [56175/21]

16/11/2021WRO02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the military authorities 
that it has not been possible to gather the information requested within the time allotted. I will 
revert to the Deputy when the information has been gathered.

16/11/2021WRO03000Defence Forces

16/11/2021WRO03100335. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Defence the procedure when a poten-
tial Defence Forces recruit is asked to obtain an external audiology report in circumstances in 
which a new recruit presents for medical and a query is raised regarding the audiology result. 
[56176/21]
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16/11/2021WRO03200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the military authorities 
that it has not been possible to provide the information requested within the time allotted. I will 
revert to the Deputy when the information has been received.

16/11/2021WRO03300National Educational Psychological Service

16/11/2021WRO03400336. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education if she will provide a break-
down of the allocation of educational psychologists and behavioural therapists at a school (de-
tails supplied) in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021; her views on whether the 
allocation is sufficient to address the needs of children attending the school; her plans in place to 
address a potential lack of allocation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55632/21]

16/11/2021WRO03500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan) (Deputy 
Josepha Madigan): My Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) 
provides educational psychological support to all primary and post-primary schools including 
the school in question. This involves direct support in the event of a critical incident, access to 
national and regional support and development work to build school capacity to support stu-
dents, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to queries arising, and access to individual 
pupil casework where there is need via a NEPS psychologist or through the Scheme for the 
Commissioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA). 

NEPS, in common with many other psychological services and best international practice, 
has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus is on empowering teachers to intervene 
effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. Psy-
chologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximise posi-
tive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assessment 
and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, edu-
cational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural 
difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in 
the process. Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s 
best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will a psychologist become involved with an individual 
child for intensive intervention or assessment.

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. In relation to the school to 
which the Deputy refers, the NEPS North West/North Midlands Region (Sligo Team) provides 
a service to this school.

Special schools generally cater for children with the most complex needs.  Accordingly, 
these schools have enhanced staffing levels with greatly reduced pupil: teacher and SNA staff-
ing allocations.  The provision of training and support for these schools is prioritised including 
access to training and post graduate programmes tailored to meeting the needs of children with 
complex needs.  On an ongoing basis, these schools have access to the NCSE advisory support 
service which advises on children with the most complex needs including behavioural needs. 

The Deputy may also be aware of the School Inclusion Model (SIM) which has been devel-
oped in collaboration with the Departments of Health; Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth; the NCSE and the HSE. 

The NCSE is currently piloting this new model in 75 schools in the CHO 7 area. As part of 
this new model, NCSE teams have been enhanced to include Occupational Therapists, Speech 
and Language Therapists and Behaviour Practitioners to support schools build capacity to in-
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clude children with special educational needs. The evaluation of this pilot will inform future 
policy in this area.

16/11/2021WRO03600School Staff

16/11/2021WRO03700337. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education her plans to increase the 
pay scale of special needs assistants and in particular for those fully qualified as Irish Sign 
Language interpreters and teachers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55472/21]

16/11/2021WRO03800338. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education her plans to ensure all chil-
dren who happen to be profoundly deaf have access to fully qualified in-classroom Irish Sign 
Language teachers and interpreters; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55473/21]

16/11/2021WRO03900339. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education her plans to provide sup-
port and resources to special needs assistants who wish to become fully qualified Irish Sign 
Language interpreters and teachers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55474/21]

16/11/2021WRO04000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan) (Deputy 
Josepha Madigan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 337 to 339, inclusive, together.

Very significant levels of financial provision are made to ensure that all children with special 
educational needs, including children who are deaf/hard of hearing, can be provided with an 
education appropriate to their needs. 

The State currently spends approximately €2 Billion - almost a quarter - of its annual educa-
tional and training budget on making additional provision for children with special educational 
needs.

This represents an increase of over 60% in total expenditure since 2011, at which point 
€1.247 Billion per annum was provided.

Included in this provision is an extensive range of supports to assist students who are deaf 
or hard of hearing.

In line with the Department’s policy that children with special educational needs access ap-
propriate education intervention in mainstream settings where possible, many deaf or hard of 
hearing pupils are integrated into mainstream classes at primary and post-primary level, while 
other children who are deaf or hard of hearing and have more complex needs may attend special 
schools or classes, which have lower pupil teacher ratios.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published the Comprehensive Review 
of the SNA Scheme on 30th May 2018 and the Government has noted the contents of the report. 
The report recommends that Irish Sign Language (ISL) qualified assistants should be put in 
place to support profoundly deaf students whose primary language is ISL and that this should 
be aligned to the requirements of the Irish Sign Language Act 2017. This recommendation is 
under consideration at present. 

In the interim these posts are filled, on a case by case basis, through the NCSE to allocate an 
additional SNA post with appropriate ISL qualifications.

The Department of Education has allocated a post to a small number of schools who have 
students enrolled with significant hearing impairments as confirmed by professional reports.  

The purpose of these posts is to enable these students attend school and access the curricu-
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lum and these staff are employed on similar terms and conditions to SNAs. There are no plans 
to change this interim arrangement.

Generally, as set out in Circular 0030/2014, when a school is recruiting an SNA, the board 
of management should ensure that the SNA recruited is equipped with the skills necessary to 
support the particular needs of the pupils for whom SNA support have been appointed. 

The terms and conditions including pay of SNAs is determined centrally as part of a na-
tional process and it not something that can be addressed outside of these arrangements.

Planning is underway for the development of the schemes required under the Irish Sign 
Language Act 2017 in consultation with the NCSE. Arising from this work, any necessary 
amendments to current level of supports for students whose primary means of communication 
is ISL will be made. 

  Question No. 338 answered with Question No. 337.

  Question No. 339 answered with Question No. 337.

16/11/2021WRO04300School Staff

16/11/2021WRO04400340. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education if a school will be facilitated 
as the host of, and be a base for, a supply panel for substitute teachers for a number of schools 
in a location (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55510/21]

16/11/2021WRO04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As part of the COVID-19 supports pro-
vided to schools in 2020, additional funding of €41.2 million was allocated to provide primary 
schools with substitute staff. 

This funding allowed for the expansion of the Substitute Teacher Supply Panel from a pilot 
scheme consisting of 6 base schools to 132 Substitute Teacher Supply Panels nationwide, with 
almost 380 newly appointed Supply Panel teachers employed, providing substitute cover to 
over 2,500 schools across the country. 

The base schools were firstly identified in conjunction with the INTO and primary manage-
ment bodies.  The INTO and management bodies made contact with these schools with a view 
to being a base for that location.

In forming the Supply Panel clusters, my Department’s GIS system identified the receiving 
schools based on distance from the base school.  Teaching posts were allocated to each Supply 
Panel cluster based on the number of permanent teaching positions in the schools in the cluster 
and the distance to the base school.

My Department has  further engaged with the education stakeholders on the issues raised 
about the current difficulty in accessing substitutes for teacher absences.

Among other measures, a review of the supply panels has taken place and approximately 
100 additional teachers are being added to existing/new areas where significant challenges have 
been demonstrated in sourcing substitution. Posts have been allocated to the base schools to al-
low for the recruitment of additional staff immediately.  

My Department will continue to keep this matter under review in collaboration with the 
education stakeholders.
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16/11/2021WRO04600Traveller Education

16/11/2021WRO04700341. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education the timeline for the publi-
cation of the report on the review of the Traveller Education Strategy 2006; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55526/21]

16/11/2021WRO04800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In line with commitments given under 
the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy, my Department arranged for a review of 
the 2006 Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Education Strategy. It is anticipated that 
this review will be published shortly.

16/11/2021WRO04900Traveller Education

16/11/2021WRO05000342. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education the timeline for the publi-
cation of the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy pilot baseline review; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55527/21]

16/11/2021WRO05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A pilot project aimed at improving Trav-
eller and Roma attendance, participation and retention in schools is in place in four locations. 
The pilot is supported by funding from my Department and from the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. The pilot has been developed in partnership be-
tween the Department of Education, Department of Children, Disability, Equality, Integration 
and Youth, Tusla Education Support Service and Traveller organisations. 

A baseline research report was commissioned to gain an understanding of the baseline con-
text across the pilot sites. This baseline research report will also be taken into account as part 
of the overall evaluation of the pilot projects. It is anticipated that this baseline research report 
will be published shortly.

16/11/2021WRO05200Traveller Education

16/11/2021WRO05300343. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education the timeline for the publi-
cation of the research into the bullying of those from the Traveller community commissioned in 
2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55528/21]

16/11/2021WRO05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department commissioned a study 
on the effectiveness of the Department’s anti-bullying guidelines and procedures on Traveller 
and Roma experiences in the school system. 

A report has been developed by researchers at DCU’s National Anti-Bullying Research and 
Resource Centre. It is anticipated that this report will be published shortly.

16/11/2021WRO05500School Transport

16/11/2021WRO05600344. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to a situation with school transport affecting students from Knock, Roscrea, County Tip-
perary in which there is only one school bus available but students are being denied a ticket on 
the grounds of distance despite there being no other school bus service available; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55535/21]
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16/11/2021WRO05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2020/21 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme, children are 
eligible for transport where they reside not less than 3.2kms at primary and 4.8kms at post-
primary and are attending their nearest School/Education Centre as determined by the Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a conces-
sionary basis only.  Concessionary transport is subject to a number of terms and conditions 
including the availability of spare seats on an existing service. The availability of concessionary 
transport may vary from year to year and cannot be guaranteed for the duration of a child’s edu-
cation cycle.  Routes will not be extended or altered, additional vehicles will not be introduced, 
nor will larger vehicles or extra trips using existing vehicles be provided to cater for children 
travelling on a concessionary basis. 

Bus Éireann has advised that pupils from the Knock area, Roscrea are generally eligible for 
school transport to Scoil Mhuire, Lismackin, Co. Tipperary. Bus Éireann has confirmed that all 
eligible pupils who submitted an application and payment for transport to Scoil Mhuire within 
prescribed time limits have been facilitated on the service.

Bus Éireann has advised that there are currently two mainstream school transport services 
operating to Scoil Mhuire, Lismackin and both services are currently operating to capacity.  
One service operates with 21 eligible pupils and 12 concessionary pupils availing of the service.  
The second service operates with 19 eligible pupils and 6 concessionary pupils availing of the 
service.  

16/11/2021WRP00200Special Educational Needs

16/11/2021WRP00300345. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the number of special schools 
that currently have a full-time behavioural therapist; and the details of same. [55536/21]

16/11/2021WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Special 
schools generally cater for children with the most complex needs.  Accordingly, these schools 
have enhanced staffing levels with greatly reduced pupil:teacher and SNA staffing allocations.  
The provision of training and support for these schools is prioritised including access to training 
and post graduate programmes tailored to meeting the needs of children with complex needs.  

On an ongoing basis, these schools have access to the NCSE advisory support service which 
advises on children with the most complex needs including behavioural needs.

The Deputy may also be aware of the School Inclusion Model (SIM) which has been devel-
oped in collaboration with the Departments of Health; Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth; the NCSE and the HSE. 

The NCSE is currently piloting this new model in 75 schools in the CHO 7 area. As part of 
this new model NCSE teams have been enhanced to include Occupational Therapists, Speech 
and Language Therapists and Behaviour Practitioners to support schools build capacity to in-
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clude children with special educational needs. The evaluation of this pilot will inform to future 
development of this model of support.

16/11/2021WRP00500School Accommodation

16/11/2021WRP00600346. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the current temporary location of a school (details supplied) that is outside its own 
catchment area and that the school cannot be accommodated at the location from the academic 
year 2022; her plans for the new location of the school; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55554/21]

16/11/2021WRP00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy may be aware, the school 
to which he refers was established in 2019. The school opened in interim accommodation pend-
ing the provision of a permanent building. 

My Department is considering the school’s accommodation needs for the 2022/2023 school 
year and will be liaising with the school’s patron as part of this process.

16/11/2021WRP00800School Staff

16/11/2021WRP00900347. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education the status of an 11-hour 
post in a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [55565/21]

16/11/2021WRP01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Teacher allocations to all second level 
schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment.  The criteria for the allocation of posts are communicated to school 
managements annually and are available on the Department website.  In accordance with these 
rules, each school management authority is required to organise its subject options within the 
limit of its approved teacher allocation.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).  The deployment of teaching staff 
in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teaching and learning 
are in the first instance, a matter for the school management authorities. 

16/11/2021WRP01100School Staff

16/11/2021WRP01200348. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education the number of vacant 
posts in secondary schools in County Clare; and the length of time each position has been 
vacant for thee months or fewer, between three and six months, between six and nine months, 
between nine and twelve months and 12 months or more, in tabular form.  [55566/21]

16/11/2021WRP01300349. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education the number of vacant 
posts in primary schools in County Clare; and the length of time that each position has been 
vacant for three months or fewer, between three and six months, between six and nine months, 
between nine and twelve months and 12 months or more, in tabular form.  [55567/21]

16/11/2021WRP01400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 348 and 
349 together.
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The data requested by the Deputy is not readily available. A reply will issue directly to the 
Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRP01600National Educational Psychological Service

16/11/2021WRP01700350. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education the number of educational psy-
chologists in the County Offaly area; the number of current vacancies for psychologists; if she 
will provide details of the waiting lists that exist for accessing the current service; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55570/21]

16/11/2021WRP01800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department’s National Educational 
Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educational psychological support to all primary and 
post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the event of a critical incident, access to 
national and regional support and development work to build school capacity to support stu-
dents, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to queries arising, and access to individual 
pupil casework where there is need via a NEPS psychologist or through the Scheme for the 
Commissioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA).

NEPS, in common with many other psychological services and best international practice, 
has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus is on empowering teachers to intervene 
effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. Psy-
chologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximise posi-
tive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assessment 
and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educa-
tional planning and intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. 
Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. 
Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts 
in consultation with NEPS, will a psychologist become involved with an individual child for 
intensive intervention or assessment.  This system allows psychologists to give early attention 
to urgent cases and also to help many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. 

There are currently 9 psychologists providing a NEPS service to schools in Laois/Offaly 
combined.   

There are no vacancies for psychologists currently in Laois/Offaly.

16/11/2021WRP01900Schools Building Projects

16/11/2021WRP02000351. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education the amount that was awarded 
to a school (details supplied) in the Capital Emergency Works Programme 2021; the breakdown 
of the works to be completed under this specific grant; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55579/21]

16/11/2021WRP02100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that 
the school in question has been approved funding under my Departments Emergency Works 
Scheme for Universal Access Works. 

The scope of works shall be: 

i. Install a lift in the main building to provide access to the first floor

ii. Provide an accessible WC in the school.
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iii. Provide a platform lift to give access to the canteen.

iv. Provide handrails at stepped entrance to German room.

v. Raise the ground externally at existing entrances to remove step.

vi. Provide a designated parking space and set down space with level paths to entrance.

As this is a devolved project it is the responsibility of the school authority to progress the 
works. 

16/11/2021WRP02200Education and Training Boards

16/11/2021WRP02300352. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education the options available to a per-
son working in the education and training board sector who claims they are not being paid ac-
cording to their correct rate of pay as processed by education shared business services; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55601/21]

16/11/2021WRP02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that employ-
ees of the Education and Training Board (ETB) sector whose salary is processed by Education 
Shared Business Services (ESBS) should address any payroll related queries to the ESBS Pay-
roll Helpdesk by email to ETBPayRollHelpDesk@esbs.gov.ie. 

In addition to this the Helpdesk is also contactable by phone (01-889 2398) on salary pay 
dates only.

On receipt of such a query, a member of staff from the ESBS Section of my Department will 
be able to advise the person in relation to their query.

16/11/2021WRP02500School Transport

16/11/2021WRP02600353. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education if consideration has been given 
to extending the social distancing capacity for all school transport; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55651/21]

16/11/2021WRP02700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2020/21 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.  

Planning for school transport scheme services for the 2021/22 school year proceeded on the 
basis that the public health measures in place as schools closed at the end of the last school year 
would remain as the term began in this new school year. This included the operation of post-
primary services at 50% capacity, in addition to hygiene measures and the wearing of masks 
on-board.  The Department has kept this position under review as the vaccination programme 
for children on post-primary services was rolled out and as the lifting of restrictions on public 
transport services proceeded. 

In line with the lifting of restrictions on public transport, and with effect from the return of 
schools following the October mid-term break, implementation commenced for post-primary 
school transport services to resume operating at 100% capacity.  This process will take a period 
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of time to re-organise and re-schedule services and communications will be issued to families 
regarding any revised arrangements.  

With regard to post-primary special needs transport services, the Department will work with 
schools on a case by case basis where such services may be required to continue operating at 
50% capacity.

Any pupil who has been issued a ticket for this school year will retain their ticket for the 
year.  Where additional vehicles that were provided for social distancing purposes are removed 
and when all services resume operating at 100% capacity, any spare capacity available will  be 
offered on those services to concessionary pupils or late applicants where such capacity exists. 

All other measures relating to hygiene, pre-assigned seating, cleaning and the wearing of 
masks by post-primary students will remain in place subject to further review. 

16/11/2021WRP02800School Accommodation

16/11/2021WRP02900354. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education if her Department has re-
ceived an application for additional classroom accommodation from a school (details supplied); 
if so, if she will outline the next steps by her Department in processing the application; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55722/21]

16/11/2021WRP03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my 
Department received an application for capital funding, under the Additional School Accom-
modation (ASA) scheme from the school authority referred to by the Deputy. A decision on this 
application has issued to the school authority.

The purpose of the ASA scheme is to ensure that essential mainstream classroom and Spe-
cial Education Needs (SEN) accommodation is available to cater for pupils enrolled each year, 
where the need cannot be met by the school’s existing accommodation.

At primary level, this situation generally arises to cater for a school’s accommodation re-
quirements where an additional teaching post has been sanctioned by Teacher Allocation Sec-
tion, or a new SEN class has been sanctioned by the NCSE, and all available alternative accom-
modation within the school is already being used for classroom purposes.

The main focus of resources over the last decade and for the coming period is on provision 
of additional capacity to cater for increasing demographics.  The second half of the National 
Development Plan will see an increasing focus on the upgrade and refurbishment of the existing 
school stock.

16/11/2021WRP03100Health and Safety

16/11/2021WRP03200355. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Education the steps she is taking to 
address the need for a formal national policy and training programme for the care of the aller-
gic child in primary, secondary and pre-school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55744/21]

16/11/2021WRP03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Board of Management of each school 
is responsible for the care and safety of all pupils. It is important that the school management 
authority requests parents to ensure that the school is made aware of any medical condition suf-
fered by any pupils attending. Where the school is aware of potential difficulties that may arise 



Questions - Written Answers

164

as a consequence of a medical condition suffered by one or more pupils, it may be possible for 
the management authorities, working in conjunction with parents, teachers and children to put 
preventative measures in place to lessen the possibility of any difficulties arising or to ensure 
that, if a pupil suffers from an illness requiring, for example, the administration of medication, 
that appropriate treatment is available.

The administration of medicines in primary schools is the subject of an agreement between 
the Irish National Teachers Organisation and the organisation representing school management 
at primary level. While this agreement specifies that no teacher can be required to administer 
medicine or drugs to pupils, it also sets out procedures that must be followed where a teacher 
or teachers agree to do so. The position is that either the parents of the child should make them-
selves available to administer medication as required, or where they wish the staff in the school 
to administer it, they should indemnify the school.

My Department cannot direct any member of the Board of Management or the teaching 
staff of the school to administer medical treatment to pupils, action and procedures which are 
normally carried out by medical professionals such as doctors and nurses. 

Where a child requires adult assistance to assist in the administration of medicine and where 
the extent of assistance required would overly disrupt normal teaching time, SNA support may 
be allocated for this purpose.

It is a matter for the Board of Management to ensure that SNAs are in a position to effec-
tively meet the care needs of pupils for whom SNA support has been allocated in the school, 
when appointing an SNA. 

Where specific training is required, the Board of Management should liaise with the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) in order to ensure that the HSE provides guidance and training that 
enables the SNA to meet the care needs of the pupil in an appropriate manner. It is a matter for 
individual school authorities to make such arrangements locally. 

16/11/2021WRP03400School Accommodation

16/11/2021WRP03500356. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter 
regarding an application by a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55756/21]

16/11/2021WRP03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy, that my 
Department is in receipt of an application for the Additional School Accommodation Scheme 
(ASA), from the school in question.

The purpose of the ASA scheme is to ensure that essential mainstream classroom and Spe-
cial Education Needs (SEN) accommodation is available to cater for pupils enrolled each year, 
where the need cannot be met by the school’s existing accommodation.

The school authorities have been notified of the progress on this assessment which is near-
ing completion following which a final decision will issue directly to the school. 

16/11/2021WRP03700School Accommodation

16/11/2021WRP03800357. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education the reason for the ongoing 
delay in providing a long awaited and necessary extension on health and safety grounds for a 
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school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55812/21]

16/11/2021WRP03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The major building project for the school 
referred to by the Deputy recently completed Stage 2(b) Detailed Design and was authorised to 
proceed to tender stage on 27th October. A Tender stage normally takes between 6-8 months to 
complete. The project is expected to commence on site early in Quarter 2 of 2022.

16/11/2021WRP04000Teaching Qualifications

16/11/2021WRP04100358. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the reason a person (details 
supplied) must undertake 60 EC in German before undertaking a professional masters of educa-
tion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55818/21]

16/11/2021WRP04200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Teaching Council is the body with 
statutory responsibility for establishing and maintaining standards in the teaching profession in 
this State.  It is also the designated competent authority for the recognition and assessment of 
qualifications and registration of teachers at Primary and Post Primary level. In accordance with 
its statutory functions, the Teaching Council has set out curricular subject specific registration 
requirements for each subject at post-primary. These are to ensure that teachers are equipped 
with the knowledge, skills and understanding to teach the specific curricular language syllabus/
specification to the highest level in post- primary education in Ireland.

In accordance with the Teaching Council Registration Regulations (2016),  applicants for 
the post primary Professional Master of Education Programme (PME) must hold a Level 8 De-
gree and meet the requirements for at least one post-primary curricular subject in order to be eli-
gible for registration under Route 2 Post-Primary, upon completion of the PME.  The qualifying 
degree must carry at least 180 ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) credits (or equivalent) 
with the specific study of the specific curricular language comprising at least 60 ECTS credits 
(or equivalent). The design of each PME programme shall ensure that entry selection processes 
are aligned with the Council’s regulations and  curricular subject specific registration require-
ments (post-primary).

It is a matter for the programme provider to determine if an applicant meets the Curricular 
Subject Registration Requirements for entry to their programmes and so it would not be appro-
priate for me as Minister to personally intervene in an individual case.

16/11/2021WRP04300School Staff

16/11/2021WRP04400359. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education the status of, 
and position regarding, ongoing talks regarding pay and entitlements for school secretaries and 
caretakers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55843/21]

16/11/2021WRP04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School secretaries and caretakers are 
valued members of our school communities and my Department is fully aware of the vitally 
important role played by them in the running of our schools. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools receive assistance to provide for 
secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under grant schemes. Where a school employs a 
staff member to support those functions those staff are employees of individual schools and 
responsibility for terms of employment rests with the school.

The Department previously fully implemented and funded the 2015 recommendations of an 
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independent arbitrator for a cumulative pay increase of 10% between 2016 and 2019 and that 
a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in over that period. Fórsa trade union has tabled 
a follow-on claim and officials from the Department and school management bodies have been 
engaging with Fórsa on the issues. On the 27th of October 2020, under the auspices of the 
WRC, an understanding was agreed on a pathway to progress the issues. Several key strands 
have been identified, and a phased approach is being taken to the development of proposals. 

Following intensive discussions at the WRC on 13th September, there has been significant 
progress in this dispute. Subject to agreement on all elements of the claim, the Department has 
offered to move School Secretaries’ pay rates to a scale which is aligned with the Clerical Offi-
cer Grade III pay scale within education and training boards on a pro rata basis with an effective 
date of implementation for these new pay arrangements of 1st September 2021. Pay rates will 
be pro rata according to a secretary’s current working pattern. The assimilation of School Secre-
taries to the CO Grade III pay scale will require further dialogue between the parties and further 
engagement is taking place at present to allow this to be finalised.   My Department has also 
offered to improve the conditions for School Secretaries with regard to sick leave, annual leave 
and maternity provisions for this cohort of staff and engagement has begun on this element.

While there is agreement in principle to take the same approach to the consideration of ap-
propriate pay and conditions of grant funded caretakers there remains a deficit of data on work-
ing terms and conditions of such staff. When the final package for secretaries has been agreed 
and an implementation plan in place for schools and DE, that intensive engagement will begin 
on regularising the pay and conditions of grant funded caretakers.

I welcomed the deferral of the action scheduled for Wednesday 15th September and I en-
courage all parties to focus on finalising an agreement.

16/11/2021WRP04600School Staff

16/11/2021WRP04700360. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education her plans to 
remedy the shortage of substitute teachers; if her attention has been drawn to schools that are 
finding themselves unable to get a substitute teacher; if there are plans to give more flexibility 
in the process of appointing suitable substitute teachers; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55844/21]

16/11/2021WRP04800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is aware of the challeng-
es currently being experienced by some schools and has engaged with the education stakehold-
ers on the issues raised about the current difficulty in accessing substitutes for teacher absences. 

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24 of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).

In accordance with Department Circulars 0044/2019 and 31/2011, schools are required to 
employ appropriately qualified and registered teachers and ensure that unemployed teachers 
should be offered employment in preference to those who have retired.

A range of measures are in place to provide enhanced substitute cover in the context of cur-
rent challenges. 

These include a major expansion of the Primary Schools Substitute Teacher Supply Panels, 
which now employ almost 380 teachers and provide substitute cover to over 2,500 primary 
schools across the country. A review of the supply panels has taken place and approximately 
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100 additional teachers are being added to existing/new areas where significant challenges have 
been demonstrated in sourcing substitution.  Posts have been allocated to the base schools to 
allow arrangements for the recruitment of additional staff immediately.

The Supply Panels work alongside the existing methods of sourcing substitute teachers, 
such as the national substitution portal service Sub Seeker, operated by the Irish Primary Prin-
cipals Network and developed in accordance with my Department’s Teacher Supply Action 
Plan. Schools can also make local arrangements to have their own regular substitutes to call on 
if needed.  

In addition to the expansion of the supply panels, schools have been asked to combine their 
allocation of principal release days into clusters so as to form a full-time fixed-term post to 
cover each school’s principal release days

For the current school year, changes have been made to the Career Break Scheme to permit 
teachers on career break to carry out unlimited substitute work. Changes have also been made 
to the Job Sharing Scheme to permit job sharing teachers carry out substitute work on the days 
they are rostered off in their own or in other schools. 

The Teaching Council have undertaken a communications campaign to contact the 111,700 
teachers on its register to raise awareness to the current teacher substitute challenges and to ask 
those teachers where possible to make themselves available for substitution in schools.

The Council and my Department have also engaged with higher education institutions, who 
have been requested to be flexible in programme delivery to enhance the availability of PME 
student teachers to undertake substitution work. PME students have also been advised to regis-
ter with the Teaching Council and to register with Sub Seeker so their availability is known to 
schools seeking subs.

Teachers, including student teachers, who may be available to undertake substitution work 
have been asked to register on SubSeeker.ie so that schools are aware of their availability when 
seeking to fill substitute vacancies.

My Department will continue to engage with the education stakeholders on the issues raised 
about the current difficulty in accessing substitutes for teacher absences.

16/11/2021WRP04900Education Welfare Service

16/11/2021WRP05000361. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education the number 
of educational welfare officers that are employed by her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55845/21]

16/11/2021WRP05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Tusla Education Support Service (TESS) 
has three strands namely the Statutory Educational Welfare Service (EWS) and the two school 
support services the Home School Community Liaison Scheme (HSCL) and the School Com-
pletion Programme (SCP). The three TESS strands work together collaboratively with schools, 
families and other relevant services to achieve the best educational outcomes for children and 
young people.

As of 30th September 2021,  the sanctioned WTE Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) 
and Senior Educational Welfare Officer (SEWO) posts to Tusla are 93.13 EWO posts  and 14 
SEWO posts. 
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16/11/2021WRP05200Education Welfare Service

16/11/2021WRP05300362. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education the number 
of cases educational welfare officers are currently and have previously been dealing with on 1 
October in each of the past five years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55846/21]

16/11/2021WRP05400363. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education the number 
of children that educational welfare officers are dealing with have not attended school for more 
than a month, between one and two months, between two and three months, between four and 
five months, between five and six months and more than 6 months; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [55853/21]

16/11/2021WRP05500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 362 and 
363 together.

With regard to the request for data on cumulative months missed, Tusla Education Sup-
port Service (TESS) do not collect data in this format. The compilation of data in the format 
requested would require an extensive manual retrieval of information from individual files. 

When referrals are received by the Tess team they are screened by a Senior Educational 
Welfare Officer. If a referral is incomplete the referral will be returned to the school seeking 
further information. All completed referrals are placed in priority order and are assigned to the 
EWO team accordingly. At any stage a principal can follow up with the EWS to ascertain the 
status of a referral.

Priority referrals are responded to immediately. They are in respect of children who do not 
have a school place or when a student is being expelled. Referrals not deemed to have the same 
urgency are allocated to an EWO as soon as possible. Response times will depend on the de-
mand and resources available in any given area.

The number of cases being dealt with by EWOs on 1st October in the last five years in tabu-
lar form is set out below. 

No of EWO Open Cases on Oct 1st 2017-2021

- Oct-17 - 3,080

- Oct-18 - 3148

- Oct-19 - 3131

- Oct-20 - 2639

- Oct-21 - 3199

Data on School Attendance can be found on the TESS web site  under Analysis of School 
Attendance Data at the following link, www.tusla.ie/services/educational-welfare-services/
publications/research-and-statistics/

The last published report on Analysis of School Attendance data is for the 2017 /2018 aca-
demic year. The report for the 2018/2019 academic year is currently being finalised.

16/11/2021WRP05700Covid-19 Pandemic
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16/11/2021WRP05800364. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education her plans for the reintroduction 
of contact tracing into schools given the rising figures being experienced. [55872/21]

16/11/2021WRP05900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The approach to supporting schools to 
operate safely during COVID-19 has been to follow and implement public health advice

Following advice from the Chief Medical Officer, the Minister for Health has requested 
that the HSE, liaising as appropriate with the Department of Education, establish a programme 
of rapid antigen testing of close contacts in specific primary school settings in response to the 
notification of COVID-19 cases, guided by agreed thresholds and criteria informed by recently 
published ECDC guidance on the management of close contacts.

The Department of Health, and the HSE in consultation with the Department of Education 
are now considering the most effective means of operationalising the very specific set of guid-
ance that may apply to those regarded as close contacts in the school environment. 

16/11/2021WRQ00200Public Sector Staff
16/11/2021WRQ00300365. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 29-

day sick certificate for teachers given that there appears to be confusion in relation to extended 
sick leave beyond the 29 days; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [55873/21]

16/11/2021WRQ00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Public Service Sick Leave Scheme, 
which applies to teachers, is regulated by the Public Service Management (Sick Leave) Regu-
lations 2014, SI 124 of 2014, as amended by the Public Service Management (Sick Leave) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2015, SI 384 of 2015.  

The terms and conditions of the Sick Leave Scheme for teachers is contained in my Depart-
ment’s Circular Letter 0054/2019 (Chapter 1).

The employer has a duty under Section 8 of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 
2005 to “ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the safety, health and welfare at work of his 
or her employees”. The Occupational Health Service (OHS) is in place to assist the employer in 
carrying out this duty. The OHS provider, contracted by my Department, is the sole recognised 
provider of independent medical advice for teachers and employers.

Where a teacher has been absent on Certified Sick Leave for 4 weeks (28 days) continuous 
or cumulative in a 12 month rolling period, they must be referred to the OHS, for the purpose 
of an independent medical assessment to determine their medical fitness for work.  The OHS 
will inform the teacher’s employer of the outcome of the medical assessment regarding medical 
fitness for work.

Under the terms of the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme, a teacher who is absent from 
duty because of illness or injury, may be granted paid Sick Leave of:

- A maximum of 3 months (92 days) on full pay in a year  

- Followed by a maximum of 3 months (91 days) on half pay   

- Subject to a maximum of 6 months (183 days) paid Sick Leave in a rolling 4 year period.

16/11/2021WRQ00500State Examinations

16/11/2021WRQ00600366. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education if she will address points 
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(details supplied) regarding the exclusion of non-teachers from appointment as examination su-
perintendents for the State examinations. [55969/21]

16/11/2021WRQ00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

16/11/2021WRQ00800Schools Administration

16/11/2021WRQ00900367. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education the processes of her Depart-
ment regarding provision of school rulebooks to parents of children who were school students 
in the 1960s and 1970 specifically with regard to the 1946 rules and regulations for national 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [56046/21]

16/11/2021WRQ01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The ‘Rules for National Schools’ was 
published on 11 February 1965.  With regard to the earlier publication of 1946 and arrange-
ments for the provision of school rulebooks to parents of children at that time, the information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available. 

The rules outlined in such publications have largely been superseded by legislation and De-
partment circulars in the intervening years. 

16/11/2021WRQ01100Bullying in Educational Institutions

16/11/2021WRQ01200368. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education if consideration will be 
given to further resourcing schools to deal with the issues of bullying, in particular online bul-
lying. [56071/21]

16/11/2021WRQ01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): There are currently extensive training 
and curricular supports, including through the Social Personal Health Education (SPHE) cur-
riculum, the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) and the Webwise Pro-
gramme, to assist schools in the development of policies and practices on the safe use of the 
Internet and on the prevention of bullying including cyber-bullying. 

The PDST and its Webwise team have developed dedicated resources for teachers, parents, 
children and young people which gives practical information and advice on the safe, ethical 
and responsible use of the Internet and addresses key issues such as cyberbullying, sexting, 
image sharing, respectful communication, social media, popular apps and more. The Webwise 
resources are available at www.webwise.ie.

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020 also promotes the development of digital litera-
cy in our young people and the importance of respectful online communications. A new digital 
strategy is under development with planned publication early next year. Online safety will be 
an important feature of the new strategy.

My Department’s Inspectorate is prioritising monitoring and gathering information about 
the implementation of anti-bullying measures in schools across all its inspection types. As part 
of this work, the Inspectorate will also identify and report on examples of effective practice in 
relation to preventing and tacking bullying in schools. This will help provide evidence of the 
type of bullying that is occurring in our schools and examples of approaches that can be suc-
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cessful in dealing with it. An important part of the Inspectorate’s work will be a focus on the 
priority actions of schools in relation to promoting a positive school culture and climate.

As the Deputy may be aware, I recently announced that my Department will commence a 
review of my Department’s 2013 Action Plan on Bullying and the 2013 Anti-bullying Proce-
dures for Primary and Post-primary Schools. This review will take account of developments 
and relevant research since the action plan and procedures were published in 2013 and will 
specifically consider areas such as cyber bullying and gender identity bullying. The review will 
also give detailed consideration to the recommendations contained in the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee Report on School Bullying and the Impact on Mental Health.

16/11/2021WRQ01400Energy Usage

16/11/2021WRQ01500369. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education the energy usage and 
energy costs for primary and secondary schools each year since 2010; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [56105/21]

16/11/2021WRQ01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Energy usage is the responsibility 
of schools Board of Management. The Department does not hold this information.

16/11/2021WRQ01700State Examinations

16/11/2021WRQ01800370. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Education the reason the contract for 
printing exam papers for the State Examinations Commission has been given to a British com-
pany and printed outside of Ireland rather than being given to an Irish company; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [56151/21]

16/11/2021WRQ01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

16/11/2021WRQ02000Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRQ02100371. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if a case will be re-
viewed (details supplied); if she will provide advice on the matter; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55475/21]

16/11/2021WRQ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In order to qualify for a 
payment under the terms of the Illness Benefit scheme, a person must have paid a prescribed 
number of reckonable PRSI contributions in the relevant tax years prior to their claim.  The 
person concerned has been paying class S contributions, paid by those who are self employed, 
in the relevant tax years. Class S contributions are not considered reckonable contributions for 
Illness Benefit and as such the person concerned does not satisfy the conditions for a payment. 
The person did receive PRSI credited contributions for the duration of her claim.

The decision letter that issued to the person concerned explained the reason for the outcome 
of her application and also advised her regarding the option of seeking assistance under the 
terms of the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme. 
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I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

16/11/2021WRQ02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

16/11/2021WRQ02400372. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports avail-
able for those whose industries are open but remain heavily affected by Covid-19; if measures 
are being considered to support front-line workers who are aged over 60 years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [55491/21]

16/11/2021WRQ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is primar-
ily responsible for the provision of income supports to individuals. The PUP payment was the 
main income support introduced  for those impacted by Covid-19 which was payable to eligible 
workers up to age 66 years.  In line with the Government’s Economic Recovery Plan the PUP 
is being gradually withdrawn between September 2021 and February 2022, using a tapered ap-
proach to align it with the standard jobseeker’s terms. 

The Department contacts recipients in advance of their transition from PUP to advise the 
options available to them. Depending on an individual’s circumstances, the options could in-
clude transfer to Jobseeker’s Benefit, Jobseeker’s Benefit for the self-employed or Jobseeker’s 
Allowance. Where a person qualifies for Jobseeker’s Benefit they will automatically move to 
that payment.  Where a person has applied for Jobseeker’s Allowance or Jobseeker’s Benefit 
Self-Employed, they will retain their PUP payment until a decision is made on their application.  

The range of supports for the self-employed continue to be available to those who remain in 
receipt of PUP.  Self-employed persons exiting the PUP scheme and who are working in their 
business for up to 24 hours per week may apply for the Part Time Job Incentive for Self -em-
ployed.  Recipients receive a payment of €128.60 per week and there is no income limit applied. 
The €1,000 Covid-19 Enterprise Support Grant to assist self -employed people to restart their 
business continues to be available to the end of 2021, including to those who may have previ-
ously availed of the grant in 2020.

It addition to these supports for individuals, a range of business and sectoral supports are 
available across Government from the relevant departments.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy at this time. 

16/11/2021WRQ02600Oireachtas Committees

16/11/2021WRQ02700373. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 634 of 19 October 2021, the date and content of correspondence to the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Social Protection, Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands; the reason the report does not have a public publication page on her Department’s 
website given that it appears to be accessible only as a pdf file at present; the reason the report 
is dated December 2020; the reason there are no recommendations to equalise current rates for 
young persons with standard jobseeker’s rates; the reason a report of just 20 pages required 
such a lengthy timeframe for compilation and consideration; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [55519/21]

16/11/2021WRQ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A copy of the Poverty 
Impact Assessment (PIA) relating to jobseekers rates of payment for young people was issued 
for the attention of the Chairperson of the Joint Committee on Social Protection, Community 
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and Rural Development, and the Islands on 21st July 2021. The correspondence advised that 
the assessment was carried out further to the requirement as set out in Part 2 Section 7 of the 
Social Welfare (No 2) Act 2019 and of the intention to publish the report  on Gov.ie. The delay 
in finalisation of the report is due to the unprecedented challenges faced by the Department as 
a consequence of Covid-19.

A copy of the report is available on the Department’s gov.ie collection page for impact as-
sessments. This site provides context on the poverty impact assessment process and collates all 
such assessments in one place. 

The date of the PIA is December 2020 because, although it was prepared using data from 
end of 2019, the arrival of the Covid-19 Pandemic has had significant economic and social im-
pacts particularly for young people and updated information for 2020 was added to reflect this 
position. 

The report notes that, prior to the onset of the pandemic, the overall package of measures 
introduced, including the age related reduced rates and activation measures, combined with the 
improved economy has been successful in reducing the number of young jobseekers on the live 
register. The research carried out by NUI Maynooth regarding unemployment durations for 
young people also clearly points to the position that the age related rates are a positive policy 
response to prevent long term welfare dependency. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRQ02900Citizens Information Services

16/11/2021WRQ03000374. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount an organi-
sation (details supplied) expended on investigations, appeals, hearings and so on since its for-
mation; the percentage of this that has been spent on human resources and industrial relations 
issues in County Longford; if her attention has been drawn to same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55520/21]

16/11/2021WRQ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Citizens Information 
Board (CIB), under the aegis of my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for 
the Citizens Information Service (CIS). CIB provides funding and support to eight regional CIS 
companies, including North Leinster CIS. Each of these companies is overseen and governed 
by a Board of Directors. 

I have therefore forwarded your correspondence to CIB for its attention and I am informed 
that there are current legal proceedings in place in relation to this case. CIB is therefore unable 
to address the matters outlined in your correspondence, while these legal proceedings are ongo-
ing.  

16/11/2021WRQ03200Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRQ03300375. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a review of a decision on a disability allowance application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55541/21]

16/11/2021WRQ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
submitted an application for disability allowance (DA) on 22 September 2021.  Their applica-
tion, based upon all the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds as it was not found 
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that they were substantially restricted in taking up employment. 

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 26 October 2021 and was 
also notified of their right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO). No request for an appeal or review has been received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

16/11/2021WRQ03500Departmental Reports

16/11/2021WRQ03600376. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Social Protection the timeline for the 
publication of the cost of disability report commissioned by her Department; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55544/21]

16/11/2021WRQ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department commis-
sioned Indecon International Consultants to carry out research into the cost of disability in 
Ireland. The Programme for Government commits the Government to using this research to 
properly inform the direction of future policy. 

Costs of disability are significantly wider than the income support system, which is why 
a whole-of-Government perspective is being taken to this matter. There is not a single typical 
‘cost of disability’, rather there is a spectrum from low additional costs to extremely high extra 
costs of disability, depending on the individual circumstances of the person with a disability. 
Additional costs of disability go across a number of areas of expenditure including housing; 
equipment, aids and appliances; mobility, transport and communications; medicines; care and 
assistance services and additional living expenses.

The report has been received and my Department is considering it in detail. As part of this 
consideration, the Department has been briefing and seeking the views of relevant Government 
departments which have a role to play in the delivery of disability services and supports. 

This process is now complete and I intend to submit the report to Government for con-
sideration shortly. A decision regarding the appropriate date of publication will be made once 
Government has had an opportunity to consider the report fully. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRQ03800Social Welfare Application Forms

16/11/2021WRQ03900377. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to make 
applications for social welfare supports available online at MyWelfare.ie in a way that is friend-
ly to those who are blind or vision impaired; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[55545/21]

16/11/2021WRQ04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department of Social 
Protection is committed to making the information on all its online portals accessible to all, 
regardless of ability.  In order to achieve this, we have designed our portals to follow guidelines 
set out by the W3C (the World Wide Web Consortium).  The W3C WAI (Web Accessibility 
Initiative) produces accessibility guidelines that are an internationally recognised benchmark 
of accessibility.  

The Department is committed to inclusive design, enabling online portals, which can be 
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used by all users including those who may have cognitive or physical impairments, such as 
blindness.  This means that our sites, including MyWelfare.ie, can be used with assistive tech-
nologies such as screen readers or by using a keyboard for navigation, but also that the design of 
our sites supports cognitive and visual impairments such as dyslexia, colour blindness or those 
short of sight, to ensure for all users that there is a smooth journey and experience through our 
online portals.   

In designing new services for MyWelfare.ie the Department continues to engage with cus-
tomers and stakeholder groups to assist in the design and testing of prototypes to help shape 
online services in a customer centric manner.  

The Department is also aware of the new requirement for Public Body websites to meet the 
new WCAG 2.1 standard.   Following the completion of audits of our sites, the websites’ acces-
sibility statements will include a statement of commitment and a compliance status statement 
as required under the European Union (Accessibility of Websites and Mobile Applications of 
Public Sector Bodies) Regulations 2020. 

16/11/2021WRQ04100Public Services Card

16/11/2021WRQ04200378. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of persons waiting for an appointment for a public services card, in tabular form; and the 
expected waiting time before they will receive an appointment. [55576/21]

16/11/2021WRQ04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The SAFE registration 
process, which involves the authentication of a person’s identity in a face-to-face interview, re-
sults in the issuing of a Public Services Card (PSC), which can be used as proof of identity when 
accessing public services.  At the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department tempo-
rarily suspended the SAFE registration process and the centralised online appointment system 
used to manage those interviews. This decision was taken in order to comply with HSE and 
World Health Organisation guidelines in respect of social distancing thus ensuring a reduced 
footfall in our offices, to protect the health and wellbeing of our customers and staff.   SAFE 
registrations resumed in May this year and my Department carries out an average of 1,000 PSC 
appointments each day, across its nationwide office network. 

My Department’s capacity to accommodate these interviews is lower than was the case pre-
pandemic, due to the social distancing measures that are applied to protect customers and staff. 

For that reason, the centralised online appointments system has not yet been resumed and 
requests for appointments are dealt with at a local level across the Department’s network of of-
fices. As a result, it is not currently possible to provide the data requested by the Deputy.

Urgent requests for a PSC appointment are dealt with on a local basis, however, and any 
person who requires a PSC should contact their local DSP office, where an appointment will be 
made for them at the earliest opportunity.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRQ04400Public Services Card

16/11/2021WRQ04500379. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Social Protection if flexibil-
ity can be shown over the requirement to have a public services card to renew driver licences 
given the lengthy waiting times for a public services card appointment; and if not, the alterna-
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tive avenues available for those who are currently unable to renew their driver licence without 
their public services card. [55577/21]

16/11/2021WRQ04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A Public Services Card 
(PSC) is only one of the forms of identification that are accepted by the National Driver Licence 
Service (NDLS) when a person attends an NDLS office to renew their driver’s licence. 

The NDLS also accept a driver’s licence (Irish or UK), a Passport, a national identity card 
(for EU/EAA/Swiss citizens), an Irish Certificate of Naturalisation or an Irish Travel Document 
as proof of identity.

Alternatively, once a person has verified their identity through the in-person SAFE registra-
tion process carried out by my Department and they have been issued with a PSC, they can use 
their PSC to set up a verified MyGovID account. 

MyGovID is a secure online identity authentication service provided by my Department , 
which can be used for accessing online services provided by various public bodies, including 
online renewal of a driver’s licence. A person cannot set up a verified MyGovID account if they 
have not first verified their identity.

I understand online driver’s licence renewal is only available to those who have a verified 
MyGovID account, but that is a matter for the NDLS. Any person who cannot, or does not wish 
to, set up a verified MyGovID account should contact the NDLS and arrange an appointment at 
an NDLS office to renew their licence.

Any person who requires a PSC should contact their local INTREO Centre where an ap-
pointment will be arranged for them.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRQ04700Personal Public Service Numbers

16/11/2021WRQ04800380. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ad-
dress the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55661/21]

16/11/2021WRQ04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the person referred to 
by the Deputy. 

A letter issued to her on 10th November 2021 providing her with her PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRQ05000Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRQ05100381. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of children who will benefit from the extension of access to domiciliary care allowance for 
children in hospital from three to six months; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[55663/21]

16/11/2021WRQ05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Children in receipt of 
Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA), who are admitted to hospital, can retain entitlement to the 



16 November 2021

177

payment for  a period of 13 weeks in any 12 months. This period will be extended to 26 weeks 
from January 2022. 

When preparing estimates for Budget 2022, the Department estimated that the extension 
could benefit up to 170 children.  However, as DCA is a demand led scheme, the number of 
children who will benefit is not capped and it will be payable in respect of any child who fulfils 
the conditionality. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRQ05300Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRQ05400382. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
annual cost of providing domiciliary care allowance for children that require prolonged hos-
pitalisation in excess of 30 days from birth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55664/21]

16/11/2021WRQ05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Children who are in re-
ceipt of Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) and who are admitted to hospital, can retain enti-
tlement to the payment for a period of 13 weeks in any 12 months. This period will be extended 
to 26 weeks from January 2022. 

Children who remain in hospital after birth do not qualify for DCA as it is paid in respect of 
children with additional care needs who are being cared for in their own home.

Information on the number of children who remain in hospital for greater than 30 days after 
birth is not collated by the Department, so it is not possible to provide a costing as requested 
by the Deputy.  

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRQ05600Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRQ05700383. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
annual cost of providing domiciliary care allowance to children aged 16 and 17 years in view 
of the fact that children can no longer access this payment once they turn 16 years of age; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [55665/21]

16/11/2021WRQ05800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance (DCA) is payable to a qualified child’s 16th Birthday, after which they may have an en-
titlement to Disability Allowance.

The number of children in receipt of DCA in the month immediately before their 16th 
birthday will vary each month and over time. However, as an indication of the potential cost, 
at December 2020 there was just under 4,000 children  aged 15 in receipt of DCA.  Assuming 
these children continue to meet the qualifying conditions for the scheme, the cost of continu-
ing to pay them the DCA after their 16th birthday and until they reach 17 would be circa €15m 
euro per annum.  If this payment were to continue to age 18 the additional cost would amount 
to around €30m.  Carers support grant and Carers allowance where applicable, would also be 
payable and incur additional costs.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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16/11/2021WRQ05900Personal Public Service Numbers

16/11/2021WRQ06000384. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
PPS number for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55669/21]

16/11/2021WRQ06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the person referred to 
by the Deputy. 

A letter issued to him on 10th November 2021 providing him with his PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR00200Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRR00300385. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in the determination of an application for an exceptional needs payment in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55715/21]

16/11/2021WRR00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
was awarded an Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) of €1,525 towards the cost of electrical 
goods and flooring on 08/10/2021.  

Following a request for a review, the Reviewing Officer found that the Designated Person 
complied with the legislation and guidelines in awarding €1,525 on the basis the person con-
cerned has €3,000 in her Credit Union account.  The award made by the Designated Person 
was therefore upheld by the Reviewing Officer and the person concerned was informed of the 
outcome in writing on 10/11/2021.

If the circumstances of the person concerned have changed since her last ENP application, 
it is open to her to submit a new application.  

I trust this clarifies the matter.

16/11/2021WRR00500Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRR00600386. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine 
the case of a person (details supplied) [55721/21]

16/11/2021WRR00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Following a review of the 
Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned, a decision was made that they are capable of 
work and as such are not entitled to Illness Benefit from the 28th July 2021. 

A self-assessment form submitted by the person, along with medical reports submitted by 
the person’s GP and a medical assessment from the Department’s medical assessor were con-
sidered. After examining all the evidence provided, it was the Deciding Officer’s decision that 
the person was not incapable of work.

A letter issued to the person concerned on the 22nd July 2021 informing them of this deci-
sion. This letter outlines their right to have this decision internally reviewed by a Deciding Of-
ficer from the Department or to appeal the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals 
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Office. To date the Department has not received a request for review or appeal from the person 
concerned. 

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

16/11/2021WRR00800State Pensions

16/11/2021WRR00900387. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is a differen-
tiation in the treatment of capital in which the capital has been accumulated through the com-
pulsory purchase of lands by the State for the purposes of the means test for the State pension 
(non-contributory); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55723/21]

16/11/2021WRR01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Social welfare legislation 
provides that all income and capital belonging to an applicant (and his or her spouse/partner, 
where applicable) is assessable for means testing purposes for social assistance schemes, such 
as the State Pension Non-Contributory (SPNC).  This includes capital such as savings, invest-
ments, and property (other than the principal family home). 

Under the means testing rules applying to the SPNC, the first €20,000 of capital is fully 
disregarded; the next €10,000 is assessed at €1 per thousand, the next €10,000 is assessed at 
€2 per thousand, with the remainder assessed at €4 per thousand.  The SPNC means test also 
disregards the first €30 of weekly means from any source.  This means that a recipient of the 
SPNC with no other means can hold capital of up to €40,000 and still qualify for the maximum 
weekly rate of payment.

Certain statutory bodies are empowered to purchase land by means of a compulsory pur-
chase order (CPO). Compulsory purchase usually takes place to allow a public infrastructure 
project to proceed for the common good. Where a person’s property is subject to a compulsory 
purchase order, they should be compensated based on the market value of their land or property.

Disregarding a potentially large amount of capital such as this, based solely on the fact that 
it was acquired through a CPO, would run contrary to the general aim of the means test, which 
is to ensure that persons with reasonable amounts of income or capital are in a position to use it 
to support themselves without having to rely solely on a means-tested welfare payment.  

However, it should be noted that where a person has sold his/her residence and is holding 
the money pending completion of the purchase of another property, a Deciding Officer may 
decide not to assess the capital for a temporary period and review subsequently to confirm that 
the purchase was completed. This exemption can be considered in cases where a person’s home 
has been subject to a CPO, while they are in the process of purchasing another home.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR01100Family Law Cases

16/11/2021WRR01200388. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the mechanism 
for recovering overdue maintenance payments in cases in which the payments on foot of a court 
order are not being made; the way the creditor can have the payments deducted from a person’s 
social welfare income and processed into theirs; the process and the requirements in terms of 
court orders; the section of her Department that will deal with an order of this type; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55724/21]
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16/11/2021WRR01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Issues relating to mainte-
nance orders are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Justice, who has responsibility for 
the Family Law Acts, which govern maintenance requirements.

If a person was in receipt of maintenance that they are entitled to, following a court order, 
and has stopped receiving it, that person should contact the Courts Service.  The Court on ap-
plication may make an order directing the Department of Social Protection to deduct specified 
amounts from the debtor’s Social Welfare payments.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR01400Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR01500389. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if whether a person 
is in receipt of incapacitated child tax credit is taken into consideration during assessment of 
an application for domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55784/21]

16/11/2021WRR01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Eligibility to Domiciliary 
Care Allowance (DCA) is based on a child having a severe disability that requires ongoing care 
and attention substantially over and above the care and attention usually required by a child of 
the same age and is likely to last for at least one year.  It is payable in respect of children aged 
under 16 years and is not means tested.

Incapacitated child tax credit (ICTC), which is administered by the Revenue Commission-
ers, is allowable if it is considered that a child is permanently incapacitated by reason of mental 
or physical infirmity such that there would be a reasonable expectation that if the child were 
over the age of 18 years the child would not be able to support themselves by earning an income 
from working.

Given the different assessment criteria that apply for DCA and ICTC, it is not considered 
appropriate to factor Incapacitated tax credit into the DCA assessment process.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR01700Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR01800390. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason persons aged 
over 65 years who would otherwise be entitled to benefit payment are not able to claim the pay-
ment along with the half-rate carer’s allowance. [55788/21]

16/11/2021WRR01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Benefit Payment for 
65 year olds was introduced in early 2021 in line with the Programme for Government commit-
ment, to address the position of  people who are  65  who are required to or who choose to retire 
at age 65 but who do not qualify for the State Pension until they reach age 66.

The underlying statutory basis of this benefit is provided for under Jobseeker’s Benefit. 
However, recipients of the Benefit Payment for 65 Year Olds are not required to be available 
for full-time work or genuinely seeking work and they are not be required to sign on the Live 
Register. Recipients are exempt from participating in activation unless they choose to engage 
and can also participate in a course of education while retaining their full payment entitlement.
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The objectives of the Jobseeker schemes and Carers schemes are not compatible. The pri-
mary objective of the Carer’s Allowance  payment is to provide an income support to carers 
whose earning capacity is substantially reduced as a consequence of their caring responsibili-
ties and in so doing to support the ongoing care of the person in respect of whom care is being 
provided.

The payment of the Benefit Payment for 65 Year Olds and half-rate carers is not permitted 
under the legislative provisions in place. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR02000State Pensions

16/11/2021WRR02100391. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the issue concerning the formula for averaging the qualifying period for the State 
pension (contributory) (details supplied). [55839/21]

16/11/2021WRR02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It is well known that as 
the yearly average method of calculating the rate of pay at which the State Pension (contribu-
tory) uses the time spent by individuals in the social insurance system, some can receive a full 
rate pension with as little as 10 years worth of contributions. 

To this end, the National Pensions Framework (2010) confirmed the intention to introduce 
a new method for calculating entitlement to the State pension contributory from 2020.  It pro-
posed that the current ‘yearly average’ system, be replaced with a ‘Total Contributions Ap-
proach’ (TCA), which would make the level of pension directly proportionate to the number of 
social insurance contributions made by a person over his or her working life, with significant 
pension credits granted to people who have taken time out of the workplace to perform caring 
duties.  

In January 2018, the Government announced an Interim Total Contributions Approach 
(TCA) to calculate the entitlement of pensioners who reached state pension age on or after 1 
September 2012 (i.e. those born on or after 1 September 1946) and who had a reduced rate pen-
sion entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate bands.  All pensioners who have reached state 
pension age since September 2012, therefore, have seen both YA and interim TCA methods 
applied and they receive whichever rate is most beneficial.

The Pensions Commission was established in November 2020 to examine the sustainability 
of the State Pension system and the Social Insurance Fund, in fulfilment of a Programme for 
Government commitment.  The Commission was an independent body comprised of knowl-
edgeable and experienced academics, pension experts, members of civil society and represen-
tatives of workers and employers.  The Commission has completed its work and its report was 
published on 7th October 2021.  That report, the Commission’s Technical Sub-Committee’s 
working papers and the submissions received by the Commission as part of its public consulta-
tion are available on the Commission’s website, pensionscommission.gov.ie. 

The Commission recommends that the full transition to a Total Contributions Approach and 
the abolition of the Yearly Average approach to calculating entitlement to the State Pension 
Contributory rate of payment should be implemented as soon as possible, pending the passage 
of necessary legislation and IT system changes.  It further recommended that for those who 
are better off having their pension entitlement calculated under the Yearly Average approach, 
a phased transition to the Total Contributions Approach should apply gradually over a 10 year 
period.



Questions - Written Answers

182

In the interests both of older people and of future generations of older people, the Govern-
ment intends to consider the comprehensive and far reaching recommendations in the Commis-
sion’s Report very carefully.  My officials will work over the coming months to examine each 
of the recommendations.  They will consult across Government through the Cabinet Committee 
system.  I think it is really important that we complete that work before reaching conclusions.  
I intend to bring a recommended response and implementation plan to Government by the end 
of March 2022.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR02300Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRR02400392. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if supports are avail-
able to persons who are in receipt of disability allowance who are trying to pay off a mortgage 
in view of the fact that a person in receipt of social welfare payments can avail of rent assis-
tance. [55863/21]

16/11/2021WRR02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The original purpose of 
the mortgage interest supplement scheme (MIS) was to provide short-term support to eligible 
people who were unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which 
was their sole place of residence, due to temporary unemployment or loss of earnings. 

The 2011 Inter-Departmental Mortgage Arrears Working Group Report, known as the Ke-
ane Report, identified mortgage interest supplement as an inappropriate long-term support.  The 
central tenet of the report’s findings was that mortgage interest supplement did little to as-
sist families in improving the long-term difficulty in addressing their mortgage difficulties The 
scheme only covered the interest payments on the mortgage; it did not reduce the value of the 
outstanding mortgage and, in effect, acted as a subsidy to the lending institution while creating 
a potential welfare trap for the customer, with customers accumulating arrears whilst receiving 
support. 

The mortgage interest supplement scheme was discontinued for new entrants from 1 Janu-
ary 2014. The most appropriate way in which customers experiencing mortgage difficulties is 
through on-going engagement with their lender to explore a sustainable and appropriate repay-
ment structures with their lending institution.

Under the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct for Mortgage Arrears (CCMA), measures and 
policies are in place to support customers in financial difficulty with their mortgage commit-
ments.  The CCMA is issued by the Central Bank under Section 117 of the Central Bank Act 
1989. providing an appropriate framework for customers, with the responsibility of forbearance 
for a customer’s mortgage difficulties resting with the mortgage service provider. Under the 
CCMA, lending institutions encourage customers to contact them at the earliest opportunity 
regarding their concerns and any particular circumstances which may impact on the customer’s 
financial well-being. The CCMA provides support for those that are in: arrears, pre-arrears or 
those who fall under scope of the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP).

There are services provided by the State which can assist and advise those in financial dif-
ficulty:

- ABHAILE is the national mortgage arrears resolution service. It is provided free of charge 
to insolvent borrowers who are at risk of losing their home due to mortgage arrears.  ABHAILE 
is focused on providing expert financial and legal advice and assistance to borrowers to iden-
tify and put in place solutions to their arrears, and wherever possible, enable the borrowers to 



16 November 2021

183

remain in their home.

- The Money Advice and Budgeting Service or MABS, under the aegis of the Citizens 
Information Board, also continues to provide assistance to people, in particular those on low 
incomes or living on social welfare payments, who are over-indebted and need help and advice 
with debt problems.  As part of its free services, MABS also provides help and advice to those 
in mortgage arrears. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR02600Departmental Correspondence

16/11/2021WRR02700393. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will give con-
sideration to matters raised in correspondence from Monaghan County Council (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55931/21]

16/11/2021WRR02800406. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review cor-
respondence (details supplied); if she will meet with staff on this issue; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [56163/21]

16/11/2021WRR02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 393 and 406 together.

Firstly, I want to acknowledge the work of Local Employment Service and Job Clubs pro-
viders across the State. 

My Department has been given clear legal advice from the Chief State Solicitors Office and 
the Attorney General that the contracting of these services is unsustainable in its current form 
and there must be a competitive procurement for future public employment services. My De-
partment cannot ignore this legal advice and note that this is also in line with good governance 
and best practice.

There has been extensive engagement in relation to this matter, both at Ministerial and 
official level since 2019. In addition to site visits by officials to every contracted public em-
ployment service in the State, including Monaghan, there has been continual engagement with 
stakeholders through numerous meetings with the representative body, the ILDN, and other 
stakeholders.  

My Department is now at an advanced stage in its first phase of procuring new employ-
ment services.  This phase involves the procurement of regional employment services for seven 
counties in the Midlands and North-West across four lots.  These counties do not have an exist-
ing local employment service and represent the first phase of an expansion of similar employ-
ment services across the State.

I can assure the Deputies that no new privatisation is being undertaken in relation to em-
ployment services.  No service previously undertaken by civil or public servants is being out-
sourced.  Local Employment Services and Job Clubs have always been contracted out services 
and provide employment services for those who are long term unemployed.  

The Phase two procurement, which will see the Regional Employment Service model rolled 
out across the State will consider the learnings from the first phase. This is a significant expan-
sion of employment services and will result in State-wide coverage of employment services for 
those furthest from the labour market for the first time. These new services were due to com-
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mence at the start of next year.  However, on foot of requests for additional time from the sector 
to facilitate existing providers working collaboratively to submit joint tenders, the commence-
ment of these new employment services under phase two has been postponed by six months 
until July 2022. It is intended that the Requests for Tenders will issue by the end of this year but 
additional time for submissions has now been included in the revised timeline.  

My Department will continue to consult with its service partners prior to the finalisation of 
the Phase two procurement process.

16/11/2021WRR03000Social Insurance

16/11/2021WRR03100394. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry will be given credited contributions for periods they were unem-
ployed in 2018 and 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55938/21]

16/11/2021WRR03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Credited contributions 
(credits) are social insurance contributions designed to protect the social insurance entitlement 
record of insured workers who are not in a position to make PRSI contributions. If, at any stage 
since starting work, a person has no PRSI contributions paid or credited for 2 full tax years in a 
row, that person cannot get credits until he/she returns to work and pays PRSI contributions for 
26 weeks. Contributions paid at Classes J, K, M or S cannot be used to satisfy this condition.  
If a self-employed person has only ever paid Class S PRSI contributions then he or she is not 
entitled to credits.  If the person can no longer pay Class S PRSI due to illness, unemployment 
or if income from self-employment falls below €5,000, he or she does not qualify for credits.  

As per the Departments records, the person concerned  paid Class S contributions from 2012 
to 2017. They  have paid  Class A PRSI in 2019.  They do not have an entitlement to  credits in 
2018 as the previous employment was at Class S ( Self employed). If this person wishes to con-
tinue to contribute towards a State Pension he or she may opt to pay voluntary contributions for 
the period of employment following their self employment .  It should be noted that voluntary 
contributions do not cover short term benefits such as Illness, Jobseekers, Maternity, Occupa-
tional Injuries, Dental and Optical Treatment Benefits.  A person can apply to  make  voluntary 
contribution within 60 months (5 years) of  the end of the last completed tax year (contribution 
year) during which  they  paid compulsory insurance or were last awarded a credited contribu-
tion.

The person concerned has 31 A contributions paid in 2019 and is now eligible to apply for 
credits during a period of unemployment .  The person concerned should contact their local 
Intreo Centre when their employment ceases to confirm their entitlements at that time.

16/11/2021WRR03300Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR03400395. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
a full copy of the medical protocols used to assess eligibility to payments on medical grounds; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55939/21]

16/11/2021WRR03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Following clarification 
with the Deputy’s office, the protocols requested pertain to DCA and Invalidity Pension.

Domiciliary Care Allowance

The fundamental guidelines for assessing Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) was devel-
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oped by an Expert Medical Group (available on www.gov.ie) was established in advance of the 
transfer of the scheme to this Department in 2009, and recommended that the most appropriate 
way for the Department to conduct assessments for medical eligibility was by assessment of 
the evidence submitted by the claimant, as provided by themselves and the medical staff who 
regularly see the child. What is being assessed is the level of additional care and attention that 
the child requires as a result of that condition/disability and if this is substantially in excess of 
that required by a child of the same age without the condition.

Eligibility for the DCA is not based primarily on the medical or psychological condition, 
but on the resulting lack of function of body or mind necessitating the degree of extra care and 
attention required.  Each application is assessed on an individual basis taking account of the 
evidence submitted.  

Medical Assessors will take the following into account before giving his/her opinion on 
whether the child meets the medical criteria:

- Review the history of the case

- Consider all medical reports received

- Have regard to the description of the care and attention required by the child given by the 
parent/guardian.

Updates to the eligibility and application process were included following departmental 
review of the scheme in 2012. These include

- A revised application form,

- Improved  information provision with new information guidelines, and

- Advance  notification to the customer of an upcoming  review and extended  time to return 
the review form with any supporting documentation parents may wish to have considered, and

- An additional medical specialist form is requested in applications involving children with 
Pervasive Developmental Disorders.

Depending on the medical condition(s) and the age of the child, the tools/aids used to assess 
an application is tailored to the medical condition(s), including the information available on 
www.cdc.gov for developmental milestones.

Invalidity Pension

Medical Assessors will assess if claimants are medically unfit for work and qualify on medi-
cal grounds for Invalidity Pension.

To qualify claimants must:

- have been incapable of work (and on Illness Benefit) for at least 12 months and be likely 
to be incapable of work for at least another 12 months.

or

- be permanently incapable of work.

In the process of assessment, Medical Assessors exercise their knowledge and skills, sup-
ported by a structured programme of academic and continued medical education activities.  
Where required they have access to international best practice, such as NICE guidelines and the 
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Medical Disability Guidelines for reference.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR03600State Pensions

16/11/2021WRR03700396. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason com-
munity employment supervisors who have received statutory redundancy are excluded from 
the gratuity payment upon reaching State pension age while retired community employment 
supervisors are eligible to apply; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55944/21]

16/11/2021WRR03800397. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if acceptance of 
the agreement reached with unions (details supplied) in relation to community employment su-
pervisors will preclude those who were provided standard statutory redundancy payments from 
the once-off gratuity payment in lieu of a community employment pension that was committed 
to by the Labour Court in 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55945/21]

16/11/2021WRR03900407. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the latest 
proposals by her Department to address the issue of the provision of pensions to community 
employment supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [56167/21]

16/11/2021WRR04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 396, 397 and 407 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors have been seek-
ing for several years, through their union representatives, SIPTU and Forsa, the allocation of 
Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provi-
sion of a pension scheme for CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors who are employed 
by CE scheme sponsors.    This claim creates some difficulties because the State is not the em-
ployer of the supervisors.

Within this context, officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform held discussions on proposals to progress and resolve this complex issue, 
while having regard to the wider budgetary framework.  Department officials also held discus-
sions with unions representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.

At the start of April this year, agreement was reached between the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform and the Minister for Social Protection on proposals to resolve the long-
standing issue.  

Since that time, discussions on these proposals took place between my Department and the 
unions representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors, in consultation with other 
relevant Government Departments; the Department of Expenditure and Reform and the Depart-
ment of Finance.  

Department officials wrote to both SIPTU and Forsa recently setting out the terms of a full 
and final settlement which will involve a once off ex-gratia payment to CE supervisors and as-
sistant supervisors on reaching pension age.  The total value of the financial package now on 
the table is in excess of €24 million.  

This scheme will apply to all supervisors who have retired since 2008, subject to qualifying 
criteria and has the potential to benefit up to 2,200 existing and former CE supervisors and CE 
assistant supervisors. As with all settlements it is subject to certain qualifying criteria in order 
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to ensure that it is a fair and equitable while ensuring it does not place an undue burden on the 
exchequer. 

This proposal is currently under consideration by the unions representing CE supervisors 
and assistant supervisors.  As such it would not be appropriate for me to comment further at 
this time. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputies.

Question No. 397 answered with Question No. 396.

16/11/2021WRR04200Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR04300398. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the eligibility for 
the fuel allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55954/21]

16/11/2021WRR04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
must complete an application form for fuel allowance and submit it to the Department in order 
to have his eligibility checked and a formal decision made on his entitlement to the allowance. 

To date no application for fuel allowance has been received from the person concerned. An 
application form issued to him on 11 November 2021.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR04500Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR04600399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the eligibility 
for the living alone allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55955/21]

16/11/2021WRR04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
must complete an application form for living alone allowance and submit it to the Department 
in order to have his eligibility checked and a formal decision made on his entitlement to the 
allowance. 

To date no application for living alone allowance has been received from the person con-
cerned. An application form issued to him on 11 November 2021.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR04800Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR04900400. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department will 
examine the case and the circumstances of a person (details supplied) in relation to the illness 
benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [56009/21]

16/11/2021WRR05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
was in receipt of Illness Benefit from the 5th May 2011 to the 29th November 2012, at which 
point he transferred to Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB). This is a scheme that allows a person 
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to return to work and continue to receive a full or partial payment from the Department. He 
received PCB from the 30th November 2012 to the 22nd May 2013, at which point his entitle-
ment to Partial Capacity Benefit and Illness Benefit exhausted, as payment is made for two 
years or 624 payable days. This is the reason his claim closed at that time.  

The Department received a more recent application for Illness Benefit from the person con-
cerned on the 26th February 2019. This claim was disallowed as he did not meet the PRSI 
qualifying conditions for payment. 

In order to qualify for Illness Benefit, a person must have 39 PRSI contributions paid or 
credited in the second last complete tax year from which the claim is made, or they must have 
26 reckonable PRSI contributions paid in both the second last complete tax year and the year 
prior to that. They must also have at least 13 PRSI contributions paid in one of the past 5 years 
from which the claim was made. 

The person concerned did not meet the PRSI conditions necessary for payment of Illness 
Benefit. It is open for the person concerned to make a more up to date application for Illness 
Benefit, but it would appear that he still does not meet the PRSI criteria for payment of Illness 
Benefit.

If the person concerned is permanently incapable of work or will be incapable of work for at 
least one year, it is open for him to apply for the long term, means tested Disability Allowance 
scheme.  

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR05100Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

16/11/2021WRR05200401. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ad-
dress a matter regarding the pandemic unemployment payment (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [56010/21]

16/11/2021WRR05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since the gradual lifting 
of restrictions the number of customers receiving PUP has fallen dramatically to approximately 
60,400 compared to an earlier peak this year of 481,000 in February and a peak of more than 
600,000 in 2020.  It is important therefore in the interests of equity and sustainability to restore 
standard social welfare payments in a careful and considered manner. 

Generally, a person cannot receive a Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Contributory) Pension and another social welfare payment at the same time as a jobseekers 
payment. Given the unprecedented circumstances of Covid-19, special provision was made for 
PUP to be paid concurrently with certain other specified social welfare payments. 

In line with Government’s Economic Recovery Plan, Government agreed to taper the pay-
ment of PUP between September and next February 2022 to align it with the standard jobseek-
ers terms.  The rates of payment are being reduced on a phased basis, on 14 September and 16 
November, with a further reduction due to take effect from 8 February 2022.

As people move on to the €203 rate they are transitioned to standard social welfare terms.  
This includes those in receipt of other weekly social welfare payments. This measure is to en-
sure equity of treatment with those who lost their employment before Covid restrictions and 
those who have lost it since 8 July when the PUP scheme closed to new applicants. Recipients 
of other weekly concurrent payments, although will lose their entitlement to PUP, will continue 
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to receive their weekly primary payment, such as the Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil 
Partner’s (Contributory) Pension, once they continue to satisfy the conditions of the scheme.

Supports are available from the Department’s Public Employment Service to assist people 
to return to employment. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR05400Social Welfare Benefits

16/11/2021WRR05500402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in the determination of an application for illness benefit in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [56048/21]

16/11/2021WRR05600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned is 
currently in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP).  

In order to qualify for Illness Benefit, a person must have 39 PRSI contributions paid or 
credited in the second last complete tax year from which the claim is made, or they must have 
26 reckonable PRSI contributions paid in both the second last complete tax year and the year 
prior to that. They must also have at least 13 PRSI contributions paid in one of the past 5 years 
from which the claim was made. 

The person concerned does not meet the PRSI conditions necessary for payment of Illness 
Benefit. A letter will issue to the customer on 15 November explaining the situation. 

If the person concerned expects to be incapable of work for at least one year, it is open for 
her to apply for the long term, means tested Disability Allowance scheme.  

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRR05700Social Welfare Schemes

16/11/2021WRR05800403. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Social Protection the initiatives in 
pathways to work available to parents who are not on jobseeker’s allowance and who exited the 
workforce to care for their children for less than five years and more than five years; if they are 
eligible for access to schemes, allowances or initiatives (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [56085/21]

16/11/2021WRR05900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under Pathways to Work 
2021-2025, the Government committed to the expansion of Intreo’s Public Employment Ser-
vice capacity to ensure that all those who wish to enter or re-enter the labour force have the 
necessary support to help them make the transition to work. In particular, the Pathways to Work 
strategy seeks to increase labour market participation among groups that would not tradition-
ally be considered as ‘unemployed’. This includes lone parents, people with disabilities and 
members of minority ethnic groups, as well as those people who may have taken time out of the 
workforce and would now like to return.

Parents, who are not on Jobseeker’s Allowance and who exited the workforce to care for 
their children, can access a number of the schemes, allowances and initiatives outlined in the 
Pathways to Work strategy, subject to meeting the relevant eligibility criteria. 
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For example, access to the new Work Placement Experience Programme (WPEP) is not lim-
ited to those on Jobseeker payments, but rather is also open to those on a range of other qualify-
ing social welfare payments, including the One-Parent Family payment, Disability Allowance 
and Blind Pension. Furthermore, individuals in receipt of these payments can automatically 
qualify for WPEP without the required qualifying timeframe. The WPEP aims to provide those 
looking to get back into work, or who have never had a job or who have lost their employment, 
with an opportunity to gain meaningful work experience in a supportive environment with a 
view to increasing their employment prospects.

The Training Support Grant (TSG), which is designed to fund quick access to short-term 
training that can support individual jobseekers seeking employment (including self-employ-
ment ) to access work opportunities, is also open to those on other qualifying social welfare 
payments, such as One-Parent Family payment and Carer’s Allowance. It is also open to those 
who are qualified adults on a Jobseeker’s payment and are seeking employment. The grant can 
be provided when an Intreo Case Officer or Job Coach has identified the immediate skills gap 
that represents an obstacle to the person taking up a job offer.

Both the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) and Back to Work Enterprise Allowances 
(BTWEA) are also open to those on other qualifying social welfare payments, apart from Job-
seeker’s, subject to meeting other eligibility criteria and timeframes.

Similarly, Community Employment Programmes, which are designed to help people who 
are long-term unemployed (or otherwise disadvantaged) get back into work by offering part-
time and temporary placements in jobs based within local communities, are also available to 
those on a number of other qualifying social welfare payments apart from Jobseeker  payments,  
including One-Parent Family Payment among others. In general, an individual must also be 
getting one of these qualifying payments for at least 12 months to be eligible.

Alternatively, if a parent who previously exited the labour force is not in receipt of a quali-
fying social welfare payment and now wishes to return (and/or benefit from the supports listed 
above), they can do so by applying for a jobseeker’s payment. By demonstrating their underly-
ing eligibility for a jobseeker’s payment at an Intreo Office or online at MyWelfare.ie., they will 
qualify for a range of employment services and supports. It is important to note however, that 
some schemes offered by my Department – such as the WPEP – require an individual to have 
received a minimum number of qualifying payments before becoming eligible.

Recognising the additional difficulties people with disabilities experience in securing and 
maintaining employment in the open labour market, my Department contracts for the provision 
of the EmployAbility Service to help address these challenges. Individuals, including parents 
returning to the work force, wishing to access the EmployAbility Service must be referred by 
Intreo or the Local Employment Service (LES). The individual does not have to be in receipt of 
a disability or illness payment to access the service. The service is open to people with disabili-
ties including those recovering from injury or illness, that are ‘job ready’ and need the support 
of an EmployAbility Job Coach to get a job in the open labour market. 

With regards to training and further education supports, Case Officers within Intreo can re-
fer individuals in receipt of a qualifying payment to these opportunities. Some courses offered 
by the further education and training sector, including Education and Training Boards (ETBs) 
, may also be available to those without a qualifying payment but further details on that would 
be more appropriately directed to my colleague Simon Harris, T.D., Minister of Further and 
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.

Finally, I would like to highlight the commitments and supports set out in the Pathways to 
Work strategy that are specifically focused on increasing labour market participation, including, 
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but not limited to, developing and implementing a new ‘Returners’ programme. This ‘Return-
ers’ programme will aim to encourage and support people who left the workforce, and have 
been outside of the workforce for some time, to take up employment. It is envisaged that the 
programmes will be of particular benefit to older workers, carers and parents, hoping to re-join 
the labour market. These programmes, which will be developed jointly by my Department and 
the Department for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, are currently scheduled to begin from 
Q1 2023.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRR06000Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRR06100404. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason 234 cal-
endar days is not used to assess eligibility for the back to education allowance; if 234 calendar 
days are not being used, if 273 calendar days are being used; if so, if this can be stated clearly 
on the website of her Department; if it is the case that recipients of the pandemic unemployment 
payment automatically qualify for the back to education allowance, whereas persons who were 
made redundant during the Covid-19 pandemic do not; if so, the reason for same; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [56109/21]

16/11/2021WRR06200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Back to Education 
Allowance (BTEA) provides income support for jobseekers and certain others in receipt of 
social welfare payments who pursue courses of education at second or third level, subject to 
meeting the qualifying conditions. 

To qualify for BTEA, a person must be in receipt of a social welfare payment for a minimum 
period of 3 months if pursuing a 2nd level course, or 9 months prior to the date of commence-
ment of their 3rd level course. 

Jobseekers who are awarded statutory redundancy may have access to the BTEA Scheme 
immediately on being made redundant or within one year of the award of Statutory Redun-
dancy. The qualifying period was also waived for recipients of PUP. A jobseeker including a 
PUP recipient must first establish an entitlement to a BTEA qualifying social welfare payment 
immediately prior to the commencement of an approved course of study.

The criteria for the period of time on a claim is determined with reference to a customer’s 
underlying entitlement to their primary scheme.  If a person is fully unemployed, the 3 and 9 
month criteria refers to the calendar period. However, if a person is partially unemployed and 
receiving jobseeker payments for specific days, for example in the case of part-time or casual 
employment, this calendar period is extended.  This period is extended such that the 234 days 
requirement for a third level course is met. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

16/11/2021WRS00200Social Welfare Eligibility

16/11/2021WRS00300405. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the back 
to work enterprise allowance for those applicants who were approved between February 2020 
and June 2021 considering many were not able to open their businesses due to the Covid-19 
pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [56115/21]

16/11/2021WRS00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Back to Work Enter-
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prise Allowance (BTWEA) scheme offers support for people who are long-term unemployed 
and who are interested in self-employment as a route to entering the labour market.  The scheme 
plays a vital role in supporting the development of new enterprises for the long-term unem-
ployed and is payable for up to a 24-month period from the commencement of their new busi-
ness.  

All participants of the BTWEA can receive their full period of entitlement of 24 months and, 
therefore, should not lose out on the support.  This includes anyone who contacted the Depart-
ment to suspend their allowance while their business closed during Covid related restrictions.  
Where someone suspended their BTWEA, they can avail of the remainder of their 24 months 
on reopening their business.  There are no plans to provide for an extension of this period.

Where a person’s entitlement to BTWEA exhausts and they are continuing to operate at 
reduced levels of business activity there may be alternative income supports available depend-
ing on the individual’s circumstances, including support under the means tested Jobseeker’s 
Allowance scheme. 

If the Deputy is referring to a specific individual, I would advise the person to contact their 
local Intreo Centre for advice.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

  Question No. 406 answered with Question No. 393.

  Question No. 407 answered with Question No. 396.

16/11/2021WRS00700Social Welfare Payments

16/11/2021WRS00800408. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a 
copy of a medical assessment for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [56172/21]

16/11/2021WRS00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The opinion of the medi-
cal assessor, provided for the benefit of the deciding officer in this domiciliary care allowance 
application is being released as part of a recent Freedom of Information request by the person 
concerned and will be sent directly to her shortly. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

16/11/2021WRS01000Early Childhood Care and Education

16/11/2021WRS01100409. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will review correspondence (details supplied); the actions his Department 
can take to protect this vital service in Castleblayney, County Monaghan going forward; if 
his attention has been drawn to this matter; and the action being taken to support this service. 
[56014/21]

16/11/2021WRS01200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department is responsible for the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM), which 
is a programme of supports designed to ensure that children with disabilities can access the 
Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme. Its goal is to empower pre-school 
providers to deliver an inclusive pre-school experience, ensuring that every eligible child can 
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meaningfully participate in the ECCE programme and reap the benefits of quality early learning 
and care in any mainstream pre-school. AIM is based on the needs of the child in the context of 
the pre-school setting. It does not require any diagnosis, recognising that many children do not 
have a diagnosis of a disability when starting pre-school. 

AIM has seven levels of progressive support, moving from universal supports (levels 1-3) 
to targeted supports (levels 4-7), based on the needs of the child and the pre-school setting they 
are attending. 

Universal supports (Levels 1-3):

- Level 1, which aims to embed an inclusive culture in services, includes the national inclu-
sion policy and guidelines for ECCE, the funding of the Leadership for Inclusion (LINC) train-
ing programme, the establishment of Inclusion Co-Ordinator (INCO) roles in ECCE settings, 
and a small increase in capitation of €2 per registered ECCE child, for services with qualified 
Inclusion Co-ordinators.

- Level 2 involves provision of information for parents and providers on AIM, through the 
AIM.gov.ie website and information provided by County/City Childcare Committees.

- Level 3 recognises the requirement to continue to develop a qualified workforce that can 
confidently meet the needs of all children participating in the ECCE programme. Supports 
include funding of training courses such as Hanen, Lámh and Sensory Processing E-Learning 
(SPEL).

Targeted supports (Levels 4-7):

- Level 4 addresses the needs of early years practitioners to have timely access to advice and 
support from experts in early learning and care (and disability in particular) to assist them meet 
each child’s needs. This is delivered by Better Start early years specialists.

- Level 5 recognises that some children require specialised equipment, appliances, assistive 
technology and/or that some early learning and care settings may require minor structural al-
terations to ensure children with a disability can participate in the ECCE programme. Supports 
include grants for equipment and some minor capital building works.

- Level 6 provides access to therapeutic supports where they are critical to enable a child be 
enrolled, and fully participate, in the ECCE programme.

- Level 7: Additional assistance in the pre-school room involves additional capitation for 
service providers where an application process has demonstrated that supports Level 1-6  have 
not, or will not, by themselves, meet the child’s needs. Funding can be used by the provider to 
buy in additional support, or reduce the staff / child ratio, supporting the pre-school leader to 
ensure the child’s optimal participation.

It should be noted that targeted AIM supports are not guaranteed, as it may be found that 
existing supports are sufficient to ensure a child’s meaningful participation in the ECCE pro-
gramme.  More information on eligibility is in the AIM programme rules 2021/2022, available 
at: aim.gov.ie/app/uploads/2021/08/AIM-rules-2021_2022-FINAL-3.pdf  

In their current form, the targeted supports within AIM are exclusively tied to the ECCE 
pre-school programme, and so targeted supports are not available in after-school settings. Some 
of the universal supports within AIM, however, such as Equality, Diversity and Inclusion train-
ing, may benefit all children attending services that take part, which include some services that 
offer both early learning and care and school-age childcare.
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  First 5, the Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, 
commits to consider enhancements to, or extension of AIM, following completion of the evalu-
ation of AIM. Such an extension might involve younger children, longer hours of availability 
of targeted supports, children with additional needs other than a disability, or children attending 
school-age childcare services. Any decisions on extension or reform of AIM will be informed 
by the findings of the end-of-year-three evaluation of AIM, which is currently underway, with 
the final report due to be published in February 2022.

My Department officials have contacted Pobal and Better Start Early Years’ Service, who 
have confirmed that the named service has not applied for any AIM universal or targeted sup-
ports, for this programme year 2021/2022. I would recommend that the service provider contact 
their local Better Start Early Year’s Specialist for information in applying for AIM supports. 
The turnaround time from application of AIM supports to approval, is a matter of weeks. AIM 
supports such as Level 1 can be applied for via the HIVE on Pobal.

During the COVID-19 pandemic there has been significant additional funding for services 
made available via the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), and this funding is still 
available. The EWSS covers on average 50% of normal operating costs of early learning and 
care services.  

EWSS provides wage subsidies for relevant staff members. Level 7 of AIM (additional as-
sistance in the pre-school room) provides financial assistance to service providers that may be 
used to cover or subsidise the wages of specific staff members. With the introduction of EWSS, 
AIM rules were amended to allow the wages of an employee delivering additional assistance in 
the pre-school room to be supported through either the EWSS or AIM Level 7 capitation, but 
not both. It is open to a service provider approved for AIM Level 7 funding to choose whichever 
of EWSS or AIM Level 7 funding is most appropriate to them.

16/11/2021WRS01300Traveller Community

16/11/2021WRS01400410. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if he will restore the budget for a group (details supplied). [55704/21]

16/11/2021WRS01500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the Deputy will be aware, while I have oversight of the implementation of 
the actions under the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS), funding is 
provided across a range of Government Departments to support and address the specific needs 
of the Traveller and Roma Communities and all of the relevant Departments have their own 
specific budgets.

In 2021, my own Department has provided just over €4.9m to provide core funding to a 
number of NGOs and to progress actions under the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion 
Strategy.  A further €700,000 was secured from Dormant Account Funds to support Traveller 
and Roma initiatives. Overall, in 2021 my Department has provided funding to 48 Traveller and 
Roma projects.

My Department has provided over €1.6m to the group mentioned by the Deputy in 2021.  
Any increase in funding to this group in 2022 will be in line with my overall budget and the 
competing demands of the other projects that I am committed to funding in 2022. 

16/11/2021WRS01600Special Educational Needs
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16/11/2021WRS01700411. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of children who are currently awaiting assistive technology for 
0 to 6, 6 to 12, 12 to 18 and 18 plus months by county in tabular form. [55786/21]

16/11/2021WRS01800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on these mat-
ters which are more appropriate for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Minister for 
Education.

16/11/2021WRS01900Child Protection

16/11/2021WRS02000412. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 737 of 31 March 2021, if he has 
received and will publish the report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection which was 
due on 31 October 2021 following the publication of A Shadow Cast Long, the independent 
review report into incorrect birth registrations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55923/21]

16/11/2021WRS02100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Independent Review into illegal birth registrations, published in March 2021, 
concluded that it is unlikely that a more comprehensive review of records would provide clear 
information relating to the existence of markers or wording suggestive of markers and the de-
gree to which they may potentially be linked to incorrect birth registrations. 

Following publication of this report, I asked Professor Conor O’Mahony, the Special Rap-
porteur on Child Protection, to consider the very significant complexities and challenges, in-
cluding the deep ethical issues, which arise in relation to the issue of illegal birth registrations, 
and to propose an appropriate course of action. 

I have now received this report from the Special Rapporteur titled “Proposals for a state 
response to illegal birth registrations in Ireland”. I am actively considering the report, its con-
clusions and recommendations, in advance of bringing it to Government and publishing it.  I 
intend to engage with individuals affected by illegal birth registrations in relation to the report 
in due course. 

In addition, I am committed to progressing the proposed Birth Information and Tracing leg-
islation that enables the full release of birth certificates and other important origins information 
for adopted people and others, including those who are the subject of an illegal birth registra-
tion. This legislation also addresses the issue of correcting the birth registration of those who 
are the subject of an illegal birth registration, and providing them with certainty and clarity on 
matters relating to identity. I recently concluded a consultation process with the relevant indi-
viduals to help inform the proposed legislation. 

That Birth information and Tracing Bill is currently undergoing pre-legislative scrutiny with 
the relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee. I understand the Committee is nearing the end of its 
work in this regard, and I look forward to receiving the report of the pre-legislative scrutiny 
process.  As Minister, I will then seek Government approval to publish the Bill and introduce it 
into the Oireachtas.

16/11/2021WRS02200Early Childhood Care and Education
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16/11/2021WRS02300413. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if funding can be provided for a preschool (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55956/21]

16/11/2021WRS02400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Capital investment in early learning and childcare will be delivered through the 
National Development Plan (NDP)  during 2021-2030.  Investment under the NDP will consist 
of three pillars : Modernisation, New Capacity and First 5 Initiatives. This will enable signifi-
cant capital investment in early learning and childcare during the lifetime of the NDP as fol-
lows:

(1) Modernisation: Much of the existing early learning and childcare infrastructure that 
was previously delivered by large scale capital programmes is now in need of upgrading and 
modernisation in order to be fully compliant with new regulations and more recent guidelines, 
as well as to maximise energy efficiency. This investment will prioritise follow-up funding for 
buildings that were funded through the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) and 
the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP), with funding also available for previ-
ously non-funded infrastructure.

(2) New Capacity: Ireland is approaching the limits of capacity, with shortfalls for early 
learning and childcare places already evident in some areas and for some cohorts. The rates of 
participation in early learning and childcare are also lower than European averages. As invest-
ment in subsidisation grows in the coming years as committed to in First 5 and the Programme 
for Government, demand from parents will also increase.

In the coming years, NDP capital funding allocated to early learning and childcare will be 
used to increase the stock of early learning and childcare infrastructure, in order to address ca-
pacity challenges including the undersupply for certain types of provision and in specific areas 
of the country.

(3) First 5 Initiatives: First 5 (Government Strategy for babies, young children and their 
families 2019 -2028) was launched in 2018 and was re-committed to in the Programme for 
Government: Our Shared Future. First 5 envisages a range of innovative initiatives for the 
early learning and childcare sector, including piloting Family and Early Childhood Centres and 
piloting outdoor early learning and childcare provision, piloting meal provision. Each of these 
initiatives have capital requirements.

As outlined in the National Development Plan 2021-2030, access to affordable early learn-
ing and childcare is inherently linked to creating an equitable society, sustainable communities 
and a thriving economy. Early learning and childcare provision is therefore considered under 
the National Development Plan, along with housing, schools and health facilities as an integral 
part of national infrastructure.

Further information on the Department’s NDP allocation and the application process will be 
communicated to the sector in the near future. The Department advises the service to contact 
their local CCCs, who will provide information on future capital supports when it becomes 
available.  

16/11/2021WRS02500Direct Provision System

16/11/2021WRS02600414. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the number of deaths of persons within the direct provision system annually since 
2015; and the steps he is taking in response to such. [55959/21]
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16/11/2021WRS02700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the Deputy may be aware, the International Protection Accommodation Ser-
vice (IPAS) does not have an official role in the recording or collating of information relating to 
deaths that occur of residents residing in IPAS accommodation centres. 

At my request, IPAS has now developed a new policy on the recording and reporting of 
deaths of IPAS residents. The policy sets out a new approach to the reporting of deaths of resi-
dents of IPAS accommodation centres.  IPAS cannot confirm the identity of a deceased resident, 
or reveal any specific information that may lead to the identification of a deceased resident, or 
their family members, in response to a request for information from the media, or public rep-
resentative.  Statistics have been collated which set out the number of deaths of persons who 
were resident in IPAS accommodation at the time of death and where their deaths were notified 
to IPAS.  The statistics in relation to historical deaths to June 1 2021 will be published on the 
IPAS website in the coming weeks.

Below, the Deputy will find a table setting out deaths from 2015 to 12 November, 2021.

Year Deaths
2015 6
2016 4
2017 3
2018 5
2019 3
2020 6
2021 (12 November) 7

16/11/2021WRS02800Direct Provision System

16/11/2021WRS02900415. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the number of inspections concerning child and vulnerable person’s safety that are 
conducted annually in direct provision centres; and the actions he has taken as a result of said 
inspections. [55960/21]

16/11/2021WRS03000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The health and wellbeing of all people who avail of accommodation provided by 
this Department is of the highest priority to both myself and my officials.

Accommodation centres are subject to regular unannounced inspections by both my of-
ficials in the International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS) and an independent in-
spectorate company (QTS Limited). These inspections are generally undertaken twice yearly 
by QTS Limited and once by my officials in IPAS.

The inspections cover a broad range of issues, including compliance with the Department’s 
Child Protection Policy; procedures in place for visitors to centres; staff awareness of the Code 
of Practice for Persons Working in Accommodation Centres and the International Protection 
Accommodation Service (IPAS) House Rules and Procedures; training received by Designated 
Liaison persons; and display of notices on a range of topics including supervision of children 
and the contact details of Designated Liaison Persons, the local hospital, out-of-hours GP and 
duty social work team. Inspections also look at matters such as the availability of fresh foods for 
infants and toys, games and outdoor facilities for children. Centres are required to address any 
issues that are identified in the course of an inspection promptly. Inspection reports, including 
the centres’ responses, are published on the IPAS website at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/534c2-
ipas-inspection-reports/
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If staff in IPAS or the International Protection Procurement Services (IPPS) become aware 
of a concern related to the welfare of a child during an inspection, it is brought to the attention 
of the manager of the relevant accommodation centre immediately and then raised at the earli-
est possible opportunity with the Social Work Team Leader in the Resident Welfare Unit. In 
line with the Child Protection and Welfare Policy, the Manager of the Accommodation Centre 
is expected to contact An Garda Siochána if there is an immediate risk to a child, as well as 
preparing and submitting a referral to Tusla. The Manager may consult with the Social Work 
Team Leader in the Resident Welfare Unit or by contacting Tusla locally if they are unsure of 
whether the concern raised constitutes the basis for a referral.

The IPAS staff undertaking an inspection would also be expected to notify the Social Work 
Team Leader of the incident and the Social Work Team Leader who would either decide to 
make a referral to Tusla having gathered further information or suggest other referral pathways 
that might be relevant to that child, for instance if there was a concern for the mental health of 
a child or inappropriate provision of services and supports for a child with a physical, learning 
or sensory disability. 

Other issues regarding identity issues, such as gender and sexual orientation, may also arise 
and necessitate referrals to services to support these young people. The Social Work Team 
Leader also liaises with Tusla Prevention, Partnership and Family Support Services (PPFS) 
across the country, as well as local Family Resource Centres (FRCs) to gain supports for the 
children and families resident in those centres.

The Social Work Team Leader also maintains contact with the Child and Young People’s 
Service Committees (CYPSCs) to ensure that services delivered to children and young people 
in the accommodation centre are mainstreamed and that the children in IPAS and International 
Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) accommodation are included in the work of the CYPSC 
locally.

IPAS also facilitates referrals of applicants who may be suffering from trauma related men-
tal health issues to a number of NGOs offering specialist support services such as SPIRASI and 
the Rape Crisis Centre Ireland.

I trust this information provides the Deputy the reassurance that the Government is commit-
ted to the welfare of all residents of our accommodation centres.

16/11/2021WRS03100Direct Provision System

16/11/2021WRS03200416. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the number of inspections concerning food preparation safety that are conducted an-
nually in direct provision centres; and the actions he has taken as a result of said inspections. 
[55957/21]

16/11/2021WRS03300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): All direct provision accommodation centres are subject to three unannounced in-
spections per year. In 2021, two inspections will be carried out in each centre by an independent 
inspections company (QTS Ltd.) and one by officials of my Department.

The inspections cover a range of issues relating to food safety including implementation 
of a Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Point (HACCP) system, HACCP certification, fridge/
freezer temperatures, storage of dry foodstuffs, records of daily cleaning and deep cleans, and 
inspections by Environmental Health Officers. They also cover matters such as the menu cycle, 
consultation with residents about menus, arrangements to meet residents’ particular dietary 
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needs, school lunches and facilities for feeding babies. 

Centres are required to address any issues that are identified in the course of an inspection 
promptly. Inspection reports, including the centres’ responses, are published on the IPAS web-
site at www.gov.ie/en/publication/534c2-ipas-inspection-reports/  .

As well as inspections, my Department staff actively engage with residents through regular 
resident feedback clinics. 

I trust this information can provide the necessary reassurance to you that the Government is 
committed to the welfare of all residents in our accommodation centres.

16/11/2021WRS03400Substance Misuse

16/11/2021WRS03500417. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if his attention has been drawn to an increase in illegal drug use over the past ten 
years; if his Department compiles any statistics on drug use nationally; if so, if he will furnish 
this Deputy with such statistics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56003/21]

16/11/2021WRS03600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on these mat-
ters which are more appropriate for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Minister for 
Health.

16/11/2021WRS03700Children in Care

16/11/2021WRS03800418. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons aged under 17 years who became pregnant while in State 
care in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [56004/21]

16/11/2021WRS03900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As this is an operational matter it has been sent to Tusla for their direct reply to 
the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRS04000Children in Care

16/11/2021WRS04100419. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons aged under 18 years who became pregnant while in State 
care in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [56005/21]

16/11/2021WRS04200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As this is an operational matter it has been sent to Tusla for their direct reply to 
the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRS04300Substance Misuse

16/11/2021WRS04400420. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of babies born either addicted to or effected by drugs or alcohol in 
each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [56006/21]
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16/11/2021WRS04500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on these mat-
ters which are more appropriate for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Minister for 
Health.

16/11/2021WRS04600Children in Care

16/11/2021WRS04700421. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons over the course of the past ten years who allege they were 
either physically or sexually abused or assaulted while in State care; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [56007/21]

16/11/2021WRS04800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRS04900After-School Support Services

16/11/2021WRS05000422. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will review correspondence in relation to after-school services (details sup-
plied); his plans to protect this vital service in Castleblayney, County Monaghan going forward; 
if his attention has been drawn to this matter; and the action that is being taken to support this 
service. [56011/21]

16/11/2021WRS05100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department provides specialist support for children with additional needs 
in early learning and care services through the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM). AIM is a 
programme of supports designed to ensure that children with disabilities can access and mean-
ingfully participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) pre-school programme. 

The Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) is a needs-based model and, as such, does not re-
quire a formal diagnosis of disability. It should be noted that a formal diagnosis of disability 
does not guarantee additional supports under AIM, as it may be found that existing supports are 
sufficient to ensure a child’s meaningful participation in the ECCE programme. Eligibility for 
AIM supports depends on the ECCE Programme rules and the AIM Policy Rules 2020/2021. 
The latter is available at: aim.gov.ie/app/uploads/2021/08/AIM-rules-2021_2022-FINAL-3.pdf  

AIM level 7 support provides additional funding to pre-schools who have a child requir-
ing extra support. Providers can use this funding either to reduce the child-to-adult ratio in the 
pre-school room or to fund an extra staff member as a shared resource with other children in 
the ECCE setting. In its current form, the targeted supports within AIM are exclusively tied to 
the ECCE pre-school programme, and so targeted supports are not available in after-school set-
tings. Some of the universal supports within AIM, however, such as Equality, Diversity and In-
clusion training, may benefit all children attending services that take part, which include some 
services that offer both early learning and care and school-age childcare.

  First 5, the Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, 
commits to consider enhancements to, or extension of AIM, following completion of the evalu-
ation of AIM. Such an extension might involve younger children, longer hours of availability 
of targeted supports, children with additional needs other than a disability, or children attending 
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school-age childcare services. Any decisions on extension or reform of AIM will be informed 
by the findings of the end-of-year-three evaluation of AIM, which is currently underway, with 
the final report due to be published in February 2022.

Budget 2022 has ensured an additional €78 million for early learning and childcare, which 
will support my Department to introduce a range of new measures in 2022. Among these mea-
sures are reforms to the National Childcare Scheme (NCS). Specifically, in 2022, the practice 
of deducting hours spent in pre-school or school from the entitlement to NCS subsidised hours 
will be discontinued. This will benefit an estimated 5,000 children from low income families. 
Moreover, the NCS universal subsidy – of up to €1,170 per child per annum – will be extended 
to all children under 15, benefitting up to 40,000 children. Currently, this universal subsidy is 
available to children before they start the ECCE programme.

Budget 2022 will also allow my Department to introduce a new core funding stream from 
September 2022. This core funding stream – which has an estimated cost of €69 million in 
2022 and €206.5 million in a full year – will be a payment directly to early learning and care 
and school-age childcare providers who sign up to participate, enabling services to better attract 
and retain staff, including degree-qualified staff; establish career structures; and introduce or 
improve other factors that contribute to high-quality provision, such as non-contact time, plan-
ning, training and curriculum implementation. In return for this investment, a commitment will 
be sought from providers not to increase parents’ fees.

In the course of these Budget negotiations, I also secured the continuation of the exemption 
to the turnover rule for the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) for early learning and 
childcare employers and this support will remain in place until April 2022. 

A one off Transition Fund of up to €37million will be established by my Department to 
cover the period leading up to the introduction of the new funding stream (i.e. May-August 
2022) that will provide the necessary resources to support early learning and care and school-
age childcare services to ensure there continues to be no increases in parent’s fees.

In addition to this, the 12 month review of the NCS, which I initiated in accordance with 
Childcare Support Act 2018, is close to completion and a report of the findings will be pub-
lished shortly. I have asked my officials to accompany this report with further steps that can be 
taken to address any issues identified in the course of this Review – some of which are outlined 
in your correspondence – to ensure the NCS meets its stated policy objectives and functions in 
the best interests of families and children.

16/11/2021WRS05200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

16/11/2021WRS05300423. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the definition of an enhanced medical card; the services it will cover for those 
that have suffered in mother and baby homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56028/21]

16/11/2021WRS05400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As part of its response to the Final Report of the Commission of Investigation, 
the Government committed to establishing a Restorative Recognition Scheme for survivors of 
Mother and Baby and County Home Institutions. An Interdepartmental Group (IDG) was estab-
lished to develop detailed proposals for the Scheme. The IDG’s Terms of Reference stated that 
the Scheme will entail two broad dimensions:

- It will provide restorative recognition payments which take account of the recommenda-



Questions - Written Answers

202

tions of the Commission relating to redress (but which may not be solely limited to those rec-
ommendations).  

- It will provide, as agreed by Government, a form of enhanced medical card, i.e., eligibility 
for a tailored suite of health services similar to those provided to former residents of Magdalen 
Laundries, to everyone who was resident in a Mother and Baby Home or County Home for a 
period of six months or more.    

I intend to bring proposals on the Scheme to Cabinet this week. Once proposals for the 
Scheme are approved by Government, I will publish them immediately.

16/11/2021WRS05500Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

16/11/2021WRS05600424. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the date and month the enhanced medical cards will be issued to the survivors of the 
mother and baby institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56029/21]

16/11/2021WRS05700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As part of its response to the Final Report of the Commission of Investigation, 
the Government committed to establishing a Restorative Recognition Scheme for survivors of 
Mother and Baby and County Home Institutions. This Scheme will include a financial payment 
and a form of enhanced medical card. 

An Interdepartmental Group (IDG) was set up to develop detailed proposals for the Scheme. 
The work of the IDG has been guided by a human rights focus and informed by consultation 
with survivors which took place during March and April, with a very strong response received 
to that consultation process.

I intend to bring proposals on the Scheme to Cabinet this week. It is not possible to provide 
further details on the Scheme in advance of proposals being agreed by Government but once 
they are approved, I will publish them immediately. My Department will also continue with the 
significant work necessary, and already in progress, to establish this Scheme and make it avail-
able for applications in 2022.

16/11/2021WRT00200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

16/11/2021WRT00300425. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the status of, and position regarding, the mother and baby homes redress 
scheme; if an update will be provided on his engagement with survivor groups; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56106/21]

16/11/2021WRT00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As part of its response to the Final Report of the Commission of Investigation, 
the Government committed to establishing a Restorative Recognition Scheme for survivors of 
Mother and Baby and County Home Institutions. This Scheme will include a financial payment 
and a form of enhanced medical card. 

An Interdepartmental Group (IDG) was set up to develop detailed proposals for the Scheme. 
The work of the IDG was guided by a human rights focus and informed by consultation with 
survivors and survivor groups. 

I intend to bring proposals on the Scheme to Cabinet this week. Once proposals for the 



16 November 2021

203

Scheme are approved by Government, I will publish them immediately. My Department will 
also continue with the significant work necessary and already in progress to establish this 
Scheme and make it available for applications as soon as possible in 2022. 

16/11/2021WRT00500Assisted Decision-Making

16/11/2021WRT00600426. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth when the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill to amend the 
Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 is scheduled for pre-legislative scrutiny at the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [56121/21]

16/11/2021WRT00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) is a very im-
portant piece of legislation that changes the existing law on capacity from the status approach 
of the wardship system to a flexible functional approach, whereby capacity is assessed on an 
issue and time-specific basis.  It will abolish the wards of court system for adults by repealing 
the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871.  Adults currently in wardship will transition to the 
new decision-making support arrangements on a phased basis over 3 years from the date of 
commencement. 

The Government made a commitment in the Programme for Government to commencing 
the 2015 Act, recognising the importance of the much needed reform it represents.  We are 
working towards a date of June 2022 for full commencement. 

Amendments are required to the 2015 Act before full commencement can take place.  Work 
is actively taking place on an Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill and I 
will shortly seek Government approval for the General Scheme of the Bill. The amendments 
will streamline processes in the interests of those using its provisions. They will also strengthen 
the safeguards included in the 2015 Act.

Once Government has approved the General Scheme, I will refer the General Scheme for 
pre-legislative scrutiny. The scheduling of the pre-legislative scrutiny will be a matter for the 
Oireachtas Committee.

16/11/2021WRT01300Education and Training Provision

16/11/2021WRT01500427. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when the 2,650 additional places on retrofit and NZEB cours-
es as outlined in Budget 2022 will be open; the total number of places on retrofit and NZEB 
courses including these additional places in 2022; the breakdown of the number of places that 
will be provided for each education and training board; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55484/21]

16/11/2021WRT01600428. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of graduates in each on-site retrofit programme 
in Waterford, Wexford and Laois Offaly ETB that is targeted at near zero energy building skills 
training for existing construction professionals and skills to advance programmes related to 
retrofitting as part of the Just Transition response for Bord na Móna employees in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55485/21]
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16/11/2021WRT01650430. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of trainees currently enrolled in each retrofitting 
centre of excellence to date; the target enrolment for each retrofitting centre of excellence for 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55504/21]

16/11/2021WRT01700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 427, 428 and 430 together.

There are ten NZEB programmes available at the current time. Five of which are general 
construction related (NZEB fundamentals, site supervisor, ventilation, retrofit and NZEB for 
construction workers) and five of which are targeted to skilled craftspersons in specific trades 
(Bricklaying, Carpentry, Electrical, Plastering and Plumbing). 

The numbers of trainees who have undertaken NZEB and Retrofit programmes to date in 
2021 are as follows:-

- Waterford Wexford Education and Training Board ETB (WWETB)= 559.

- Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board (LOETB) = 89.

The delivery of the above short courses is demand-led. Increasing demand from construc-
tion workers for NZEB and Retrofit qualifications and upskilling is a key element in the Na-
tional Retrofit Plan, which has been published as part of the Climate Action Plan 2021. 

Under the Just Transitions response, LOETB initially focused on responding to the needs of 
those employees whose jobs were most at risk.  Informed through a number of skills audits, 40 
upskilling and re-skilling programmes have been rolled out, engaging over 450 Bord Na Móna 
starters. These programmes have included:

- Retrofit Skills Programme- Thermal Insulation (+ Ventilation & Air Tightness) 

- NZEB Programmes 

- Renewable Energies – Solar PV

- Bicycle Mechanic 

- Renewable Energies- Micro Generator- Micro PV and wind turbine systems 

- Certificate in Sustainable Agriculture 

- Peatland Rehabilitation Traineeship

SOLAS is actively engaging with the Education and Training Boards to finalise overall FET 
targets for ETBs under the 2022 Further Education and Training business planning process.  
The allocation of places for NZEB and retrofitting programmes as outlined in Budget 2022 are 
under discussion as part of that process.

16/11/2021WRT01725Apprenticeship Programmes

16/11/2021WRT01750429. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide details of each retrofitting or green building 
skills related reform to the curricula of construction related apprenticeships in the past ten years 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55486/21]
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16/11/2021WRT01775Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The information requested by the Deputy is 
being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy once the collation is complete.

Question No. 430 answered with Question No. 427.

16/11/2021WRT01800Research and Development

16/11/2021WRT01900431. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when a new national strategy for research and innovation 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55508/21]

16/11/2021WRT02000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The development of a new National Strategy for Research and Innovation 
(R&I) is a key commitment in the Government’s Economic Recovery Plan 2021, which sets 
out the “dual ambition of placing research, development and innovation at the heart of address-
ing Ireland’s economic and societal challenges, and building capacity and capability across the 
research and innovation system to move R&I up the value chain.”

My Department is leading the development of this new national strategy, in consultation 
with key Government Departments, agencies and stakeholders. This new Department has been 
established with a clear mandate to work with all stakeholders to strengthen Ireland’s R&I 
ecosystem, drive reform and collaboration, and enhance outcomes which contribute to meeting 
societal, economic and global challenges. 

The Strategy is under conclusion by the Department with a view to final consultation with 
Government Departments and agencies this year.  Following formal Government approval, 
publication is expected in early 2022.  

It is the intention that the next strategy will set a vision and ambition for Ireland’s R&I sys-
tem that all relevant actors will identify with and contribute to, with ambitious national strategic 
goals and objectives out to 2027. Action-led Work Programmes will map out specific deliver-
ables over shorter timescales. This will enable agility and responsiveness over the full period of 
the strategy and a strong focus on delivery and reform.

16/11/2021WRT02100Adult Education Provision

16/11/2021WRT02200432. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the baseline and target set out in adult literacy for life strategy 
for literacy, numeracy and digital skills, respectively; the interim targets over the term of the 
strategy; the estimated impact to the economy of achieving each target; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55517/21]

16/11/2021WRT02300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Adult Literacy for Life Strategy identifies the following high-level 
strategic targets compared to the baselines, as follows: 

- Decrease the share of adults with unmet literacy needs (Programme for the International  
Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) level 1 or below) from 18% (2012 data) to 7%.

- Decrease the share of adults with unmet numeracy needs (PIAAC Level 1 or below) from 
25% (2012 data) to 12%.
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- Decrease the share of adults without at least basic digital skills (as measured by Digital 
Economy and Society Index) from 47% (DESI 2020) to 20%.

The Strategy recognises that a strategy this long-term in nature must have the capability 
to continually review progress, and adapt actions and responses to take account of the rapidly 
evolving environment.

While progress will be measured using the next PIAAC survey, which is due to begin with 
data gathering in 2022 and 2023, the Strategy recognises that a more regular means of measur-
ing levels of literacy and numeracy needs to be established, with a research body contracted 
to develop and operate an ongoing benchmarking exercise based on the PIAAC methodology.  
Progress toward reaching the digital skills target will be measured using the annual DESI re-
ports. The development of a new Well-being Framework for Ireland, which aims to facilitate a 
well-rounded, holistic view of how the country is performing, alongside the existing economic 
measurement tools, will also be used to map the impact of the Strategy throughout its lifetime.

Within that context, the Strategy recommends that the oversight structures should also work 
to agree on an outcomes framework that will formalise a set of indicators for the strategy.  An 
independent mid-term review of progress will also be commissioned five years into delivery, 
this will allow the second half of strategy implementation to be informed by a timely analysis 
of targets.

The Budget 2022 provision for Adult Literacy for Life will enable us to establish the part-
nership structures and initiate focused coordination support which are critical to delivering on 
the targets set.  Achievement of these targets will have positive economic and social benefits 
for Ireland, enabling citizens to participate fully in Ireland’s economy and society. With digita-
lization transforming every aspect of our lives, digital literacy is a prerequisite for an inclusive 
society and economy. 

16/11/2021WRT02400Third Level Costs

16/11/2021WRT02500433. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the status of the laptop grant scheme in the case of a person 
(details supplied). [55543/21]

16/11/2021WRT02600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The devolved capital grant allocation for 2021 facilitates higher institutions 
to address a number of key capital investment priorities including the procurement of additional 
ICT devices, i.e. laptops and other devices, to support disadvantaged students who have dif-
ficulty in accessing a suitable device for their studies. The laptop grant scheme is managed by 
each institution. Therefore the most effective route for this particular case, is for the student to 
make contact with the Access Office in UCC www.ucc.ie/en/accessforall/. My office can pro-
vide any further specific information regarding the Access Office if the Deputy wishes to make 
contact directly. 

16/11/2021WRT02700Departmental Funding

16/11/2021WRT02800434. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if the annual cost of infrastructure projects under the higher 
education public private partnership are paid directly from the Exchequer or from the core 
funding of the institution involved in the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[55558/21]

16/11/2021WRT02900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): There are three higher education projects that have been delivered to date, 
by way of Public Private Partnership (PPP) contract.  The National Maritime College of Ireland 
and Cork School of Music, which are part of Munster Technological University, are now well 
over half way through the PPP contract period.  

The most recently delivered PPP project is the East and Central Quads at Grangegorman, 
which has provided state of the art facilities for the TU Dublin Colleges of Sciences and Health, 
Arts and Tourism and for the School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering.   

Once a PPP contract has been signed, the cost information is published by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform on www.ppp.gov.ie.  These costs include the cost of design, 
construction and finance, as well as the cost of operating, maintaining and conducting life-cycle 
works to the buildings over the 25 year operational period of the contract.

As is the case with all higher education PPP projects, the costs are reimbursed by the De-
partment to the PPP Company, as part of the annual Unitary Charge payments. These payments 
commence once construction has been completed and continue over the 25 year period.  

The annual Unitary Charge payments for the Grangegorman PPP Project are co-funded by 
TU Dublin through its own sources, including via efficiency savings generated by the consoli-
dation of its activities at Grangegorman.

16/11/2021WRT03000Institutes of Technology

16/11/2021WRT03100435. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the total value collected from the sale of the former DIT 
campus building; the total amount from the same of former DIT campus buildings use to fund 
the Central and East Quad at Grangegorman; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55559/21]

16/11/2021WRT03200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): At this time, the TU Dublin property disposal strategy has yielded some 
€172 million, all of which will be reinvested in the Grangegorman development, mostly Pro-
gramme 3. 

The Central & East Quad buildings were delivered by way of a Design, Build, Finance, 
Operate and Maintain (DBFOM) PPP contract, and therefore most of the costs will be payable 
by way of monthly unitary charge payments over the operational period. 

An amount of c.€36 million from the property disposals has been allocated to fund the TU 
Dublin element of overall project costs. TU Dublin is covering 42% of the unitary charge pay-
ment, including from savings achieved from the consolidation of provision on the Grangegor-
man campus.

16/11/2021WRT03300Science Foundation Ireland

16/11/2021WRT03400436. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the amount of Science Foundation Ireland funding that will 
be ring-fenced for research investment in technological universities in 2022; the amount of Sci-
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ence Foundation Ireland research funding that has been allocated to technological universities 
and institutes of technology each year since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55560/21]

16/11/2021WRT03500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): A key mission for TUs is the building of research capacity and the pro-
motion of innovation and its diffusion, through support for firm-level innovation, developing 
research centres and gateways in established and emerging regional clusters and ensuring that 
the research system in the regions is internationally connected.

In respect of competitive funding calls carried out by Science Foundation Ireland, the po-
sition is as follows. SFI does not ring-fence funding for research projects that have not been 
internationally peer reviewed.  The agency only funds research that meets the requisite bar of 
excellence which ensures that Ireland continues to compete at an international level.  

The Institutes of Technology and Technological Universities have been successful in secur-
ing multi-annual funding from SFI through this rigorous review process.  A total of €1,025,049 
is due to be allocated to these investments in 2022.

A summary of investments to IoTs and TUs since 2011 is given in the following table.

SFI is committed to increasing geographical involvement and engagement in research 
throughout Ireland.  The Technological Universities and Institutes of Technology are a critical 
element of this strategy and are home to significant research talent and infrastructure.  

In 2021, SFI launched a new programme - SFI Frontiers for Partnerships which is designed 
to facilitate more research partnerships between the TU/IoT and University sectors.  The key 
goal of this programme is to support highly excellent, impactful research which benefits from 
the unique strengths of both sectors.  The programme also aims to increase the research capacity 
of the TU/IoTs and to increase the number of PhD students in the TU/IoT sector. 

Award Year Total Awards
2011 €4,757,487.76
2012 €5,179,872.20
2013 €2,778,809.80
2014 €812,951.00
2015 €1,930,052.60
2016 €3,687,609.30
2017 €1,529,861.77
2018 €1,117,275.90
2019 €2,660,097.38
2020 €4,384,973.77
2021 (to October 2021) €1,700,479.94

16/11/2021WRT03600Institutes of Technology

16/11/2021WRT03700437. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide details, including cost, of all non-PPP 
capital projects currently approved or under way in the technological university and institute of 
technology sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55561/21]

16/11/2021WRT03800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
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uty Simon Harris): There are a number of ongoing (non PPP) higher education investment 
projects which support the TUs and IOTs.  Currently there are 27 capital projects approved or 
under way in the TU/IOT sector.  These projects are approved for €106m in Exchequer funding.

My Department is also reviewing the parameters of the next phase of Exchequer capital 
investment in the higher education sector in the context of NDP ceilings published last month.  
It is intended that new funding programmes will be announced in the near future for the higher 
education sector. 

16/11/2021WRT03900Science Foundation Ireland

16/11/2021WRT04000438. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the allocation and expenditure each year for Science Founda-
tion Ireland since 2012, in tabular form; the allocation for 2022; if this includes the €72 million 
for a national grand challenge announced in the National Recovery and Resilience Plan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55562/21]

16/11/2021WRT04100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The information regarding the Allocation and Expenditure each year since 
2012 for Science Foundation Ireland is set out in the following document. 

SFI funding for next year will be confirmed once the Revised Estimates Volume 2022 has 
been published. In the meantime, I can confirm that NRRP funding is included in my Depart-
ment’s overall NDP ceilings as set out in the recent NDP review.

Year Allocation (000’s) Expenditure (000’s)
2021 €204,599,000.00
2020 €196,056,000.00 €196,056,000.00
2019 €184,315,000.00 €192,164,000.00
2018 €177,565,000.00 €186,305,000.00
2017 €172,631,000.00 €183,131,000.00
2016 €166,662,000.00 €193,652,000.00
2015 €166,230,000.00 €165,630,000.00
2014 €162,840,000.00 €162,440,000.00
2013 €162,300,000.00 €161,550,000.00
2012 €169,669,000.00 €169,239,000.00

16/11/2021WRT04200Third Level Education

16/11/2021WRT04300439. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if a new borrowing framework for the Technological University 
for the South East Ireland will allow and include borrowing to support capital developments in 
both teaching buildings and systems and student accommodation units; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55916/21]

16/11/2021WRT04400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department is currently seeking to progress a sector wide borrowing 
framework for TUs in line with the recommendations of the 2019 TURN report. Although at a 
relatively preliminary stage, it is anticipated that in the first instance any borrowing framework 
would prioritise the provision of purpose built student accommodation in line with commit-
ments in the Government’s Housing for All plan. 
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16/11/2021WRT04500Third Level Education

16/11/2021WRT04600440. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the new Techno-
logical University for the South East Ireland will be the only third-level designated institution 
in the region; if the proposed capital funding programme to support the new technological uni-
versity development will not be capped to the same conditions as others designated under the 
legislation given that they are supported by national university partners in their regions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55918/21]

16/11/2021WRT04700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I remain committed to expanding the imprint of higher education across 
the south east region.  IT Carlow and Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) have been very 
clear that the new TU will serve the entire South East region. This will include a larger footprint 
for higher education in Waterford and the acquisition of a site to accommodate a purpose-built 
campus in Wexford. 

WIT is currently undertaking an appraisal process, in accordance with the requirements 
of the Public Spending Code, to examine options for expanded provision. This analysis takes 
account of factors such as the planned population growth in Waterford, regional and national 
skills needs, and existing campus capacity. The level of capital costs of future campus develop-
ment can only be determined following a detailed planning and design process and investment 
is likely to be on a phased basis. 

I can also confirm that IT Carlow has been approved, within certain value for money param-
eters, to acquire suitable lands in Wexford to facilitate the development of a new campus there. 

These developments are in addition to two significant building projects, one in Carlow and 
one in Waterford, being advanced through the higher education PPP programme.

My Department and the HEA will continue to work closely with the institutions involved 
in relation to the infrastructure required to deliver on the ambitions of the new Technological 
University.

16/11/2021WRT04800Institutes of Technology

16/11/2021WRT04900441. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the breakdown of the increased salary costs to be incurred by 
the Carlow teaching body as part of the semesterisation process with technological university 
designation now on the horizon for the Technological University for the South East Ireland; the 
projected increases or decreases his Department is guiding to this cost over the next five years; 
the way it is budgeted and will compare with the present costs at Waterford Institute of Technol-
ogy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55919/21]

16/11/2021WRT05000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The design, including costing, of models of academic programme delivery 
remains a matter for agreement by the relevant applicant institutes seeking to become a TU and 
as such, my Department was not involved in the process referred to by the Deputy in the case 
of the TUSEI consortium comprising IT Carlow and Waterford IT.

Government has demonstrated and I have reiterated on many occasions the ongoing sup-
port for the establishment and development of TUs, including for the establishment of a TU in 
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the South East,  first through over €30 million in Higher Education Landscape Funding alloca-
tions and currently through the €90 million in Transformation Fund allocations.  In addition, 
my Department has secured an additional €40 million for TU education and training reforms 
programmes under the National Recovery and Resilience Plan and is currently seeking up to 
€100 million under the European Regional Development Fund Programmes 2021 – 2027 for 
TU research related activity. 

As with all HEI, including TUs, future funding requirements will be considered in the con-
text of the overall estimates process and available funding annually.

16/11/2021WRT05100Institutes of Technology

16/11/2021WRT05200442. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the further duties required of a consultancy firm (details sup-
plied); the agreed tender costs associated with the contract for its duration to the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55920/21]

16/11/2021WRT05300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department has no responsibility for the agreement of any extension 
of contractual arrangements, should such be the case, as the TUSEI consortium of IT Carlow 
and Waterford IT is the contracting party for the services of the consultancy firm referred to by 
the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRT05400Third Level Education

16/11/2021WRT05500443. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if his Department, not SOLAS or the Higher Education Au-
thority, monitors the transfer rate from further education and training pre-law courses to higher 
education degree courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56016/21]

16/11/2021WRT05600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department does not hold individualised data of learners in further and 
higher education. Such data is held by SOLAS in the Programme and Learner Support Systems 
(PLSS) and by the HEA in their Student Records System (SRS), as well as by the further and 
higher education institutions themselves. As such, analysis of learner data is typically under-
taken by the Statistics Unit in the HEA or the Data Analytics Unit in SOLAS, who have both 
the expertise to undertake such research, and access to the relevant data.

In terms of the transition rate from further to higher education there are two possible data 
sources. The first is CAO acceptances. In 2017 7.3% (3,517) of CAO acceptances were by can-
didates who were offered their course on the basis of a QQI/FET qualification. 

The second is an analysis undertaken as part of a working paper on Further to Higher Educa-
tion transitions. With the assistance of the CSO, data from the PLSS was linked with the SRS. 
This report found that 12.1% (5,296) of undergraduate new entrants in 2017 had completed a 
PLC course in the previous year. This represented 18.3% of the PLC cohort from that year.

Both of these data sources provide transition rates at an overall level, and a breakdown by 
subject area is not available. 

The working group which prepared this data was chaired by SOLAS, and consisted of rep-
resentatives from FET and HE providers (via THEA, IUA and ETBI nominees); the HEA and 
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SOLAS; the Higher education – Equity of Access and Further Education sections of the then 
Department of Education and Skills; and QQI.  

16/11/2021WRT05700Third Level Education

16/11/2021WRT05800444. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the percentage of students who enter higher education on the 
basis of a further education qualification in each year since 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [56017/21]

16/11/2021WRT05900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): This data is not collected on an annual basis. Data on the transition rate 
from further to higher education was collated as part of a working paper on the topic, published 
in 2020. Two different measures of the transition rate were identified.

The first is CAO acceptances. In 2017 7.3% (3,517) of CAO acceptances were by candi-
dates who were offered their course on the basis of a QQI/FET qualification.

The second is an analysis specifically undertaken for the further to higher education transi-
tions working paper. With the assistance of the CSO, data from the SOLAS/ETB FET learner 
database (PLSS) was linked with the HEA enrolments database.  This report found that 12.1% 
(5,296) of undergraduate new entrants in 2017 had completed a PLC course in the previous 
year. This represented 18.3% of the PLC cohort from that year.

16/11/2021WRU00200Grant Payments

16/11/2021WRU00300445. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the reason a SUSI grant has not been paid for the final year 
of studies in the case of a person (details supplied); if the decision to refuse can be reviewed; if 
an option of appeal is still available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56051/21]

16/11/2021WRU00400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As part of a comprehensive customer service and communications strategy 
provided by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues 
are open to applicants to receive the information they need, a dedicated email and phone line 
service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas members. This was established to meet an identi-
fied need for applicants who choose to engage the assistance of their public representatives in 
making enquiries about their grant applications.  This service, which was set up at the behest of 
Oireachtas members, complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include 
online application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, 
including Facebook and Twitter. Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.
ie. Staff in SUSI are responding to email queries within a matter of days.

The principal support provided by my Department in financial terms is the Student Grant 
Scheme. Under the terms of the Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an 
approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, in-
cluding those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. The 
decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the centralised 
student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to determine.                                                             

Officials in my Department has advised that the student referred to by the Deputy has en-
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gaged in the SUSI appeals process and was issued an award letter on the 10 November 2021.

Where an individual applicant remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted 
correctly in his/her case, an appeal may be submitted to the independent Student Grants Ap-
peals Board within the required timeframe. Such appeals can be made by the appellant on line 
via www.studentgrantappeals.ie  

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered 
on a confidential, discretionary basis.

16/11/2021WRU00500Departmental Reports

16/11/2021WRU00600446. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the response his officials have received in relation the request 
made for a copy of the McHugh Report into the pay of student nurses and midwives; if he has 
received a copy of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56095/21]

16/11/2021WRU00700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I can confirm that my officials have received a copy of the McHugh report 
and are reviewing its contents.

16/11/2021WRU00800Public Private Partnerships

16/11/2021WRU00900447. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide the public sector benchmark for National 
Maritime College of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56096/21]

16/11/2021WRU01000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The development of a Public Sector Benchmark (PSB) is now a key part 
of the Value for Money assessment prior to proceeding with a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
project.  The PSB represents the full estimated cost, including risk to the State of delivering the 
project using “traditional” public sector procurement. 

The National Maritime College of Ireland, which is part of Munster Technological Univer-
sity, is a PPP project that pre-dates the publication of PSB guidance.   

16/11/2021WRU01100Public Private Partnerships

16/11/2021WRU01200448. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide the public sector benchmark for the Cork 
School of Music; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56097/21]

16/11/2021WRU01300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The development of a Public Sector Benchmark (PSB) is now a key part 
of the Value for Money assessment prior to proceeding with a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
project.  The PSB represents the full estimated cost, including risk to the State of delivering the 
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project using “traditional” public sector procurement. 

The Cork School of Music, which is part of Munster Technological University, is a PPP 
project that pre-dates the publication of PSB guidance.

16/11/2021WRU01400Public Private Partnerships

16/11/2021WRU01500449. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide the public sector benchmark for Carlow 
Institute of Further Education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56098/21]

16/11/2021WRU01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As the deputy is aware, the Carlow Institute of Further Education & Train-
ing was delivered as part of the School Bundle 5 Public Private Partnership (PPP) project.

The development of a Public Sector Benchmark (PSB) is now a key part of the Value for 
Money assessment prior to proceeding with a PPP project.  The PSB represents the full esti-
mated cost, including risk to the State of delivering the project using “traditional” public sector 
procurement.

Current policy is that where the public sector is likely to procure a similar project in the 
same or other sectors in the foreseeable future, the PSB (or any elements thereof) should not 
be released for an appropriate period of time after the contract has been awarded to allow any 
commercial sensitivities to elapse. 

In this regard, the PSB for the School Bundle 5 PPP project will be due to publish shortly.

16/11/2021WRU01700Public Private Partnerships

16/11/2021WRU01800450. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will review the practice in the education sector of allow-
ing approximately five years to elapse after the award of a public private partnership contract 
before a public sector benchmark is published in order to allow for a reasonable level of trans-
parency and political accountability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56099/21]

16/11/2021WRU01900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): As the deputy is aware, the development of a Public Sector Benchmark 
(PSB) is now a key part of the Value for Money assessment prior to proceeding with a PPP 
project.  The PSB represents the full estimated cost, including risk to the State of delivering the 
project using “traditional” public sector procurement.

It is the practice in the education sector to allow approximately five years to elapse after 
award of a PPP contract before a PSB (or any elements thereof) is published in order to allow 
any commercial sensitivities to elapse.  This policy provides the appropriate protection where 
the public sector is likely to procure a similar project in the same or other sectors in the foresee-
able future. The timing of publication may also depend on whether there is another similar PPP 
programme in procurement and a judgement must be made as to whether the publication of the 
PSB might influence the bidding strategies of tenderers. 

In this regard, there are no plans to review this practice at present.
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16/11/2021WRU02000Grant Payments

16/11/2021WRU02100451. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if the grants and scholarship schemes which are currently available to 
third-level students will be further expanded in order to cater for students that are refugees such 
as a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56101/21]

16/11/2021WRU02200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The principal support provided by the Department in financial terms is 
the Student Grant Scheme. Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is 
awarded to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the pre-
scribed conditions of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, previous 
academic attainment and means. 

My Department is committed to the provision of graduates for the health service through 
undergraduate and postgraduate provision, with the key competencies and skills to be effective 
in the health workforce and allow for growth and upskilling in the future.

Progression is a key tenet of the SUSI scheme and Bursary schemes funded by my Depart-
ment.  Section 2 of the Student Support Act 2011 defines progression as “the process by which 
learners may transfer from one course to another course where the award that may be made on 
the successful completion of the second mentioned course is of a higher level...”

Students accessing graduate entry medicine will, as a matter of course, hold a level 8 qualifi-
cation prior to entry and completion of a graduate entry medicine degree confers a further level 
8 qualification. Students pursuing second degree courses are not eligible for free fees funding 
or for student grants, and therefore graduate entry medicine students have not qualified for these 
programmes since the introduction of this course.

However to widen access to Graduate Entry Medicine programmes and to assist the students 
pursuing these programmes, the fees of EU students enrolled in graduate entry medicine are 
partly subsidised by the State via the HEA. 

Students on graduate entry medicine courses may be eligible to apply to the Student As-
sistance Fund for financial support. The guidelines provide that students with a previous higher 
education qualification at the same NFQ level may be considered for support on a case-by-case 
basis and subject to available funding.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may also be available in respect of tuition 
fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information 
on this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commis-
sioners website.

16/11/2021WRU02300An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRU02400452. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of warranted 
searches involving the use of the ASU nationally that have been conducted in each year since 
2015, in tabular form. [55497/21]

16/11/2021WRU02500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, under the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and ad-
ministration of An Garda Síochána. This includes decisions regarding the deployment of Garda 
members and Garda units in Garda operations. As Minister, I have no role in these independent 
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functions.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Regional Armed Support Units do not engage 
in standalone operations and are deployed as a specialist resource in support of national and/or 
divisional units performing operational searches.

I am further informed that it is the operational prerogative of local Garda management, in 
conjunction with their operational plan for planned searches, to request or requisition the sup-
port services of the Special Tactics and Operational Command (STOC) Bureau regarding the 
deployment of regional Armed Support Units in order to ensure that operational searches are 
conducted in a professional and safe manner. 

I am advised that Regional Armed Support Units consist of Garda personnel who are highly 
trained and experienced in specialised tactics and operational deployment in the areas of method 
of entry, hostage and barricade management and in the use of both lethal and less-lethal firearms 
in order to counter any threat arising from the use of force or firearms during such operations.

I am assured that prior to the sanctioning of Regional Armed Support Units’ deployment, 
each operational requisition is assessed on its individual merits utilising the Garda decision 
making model and in compliance with policy, legal, human rights and ethical considerations.

I am informed the Garda authorities that the data requested by the Deputy in respect of 
operational search activity relating to Armed Support Unit nationally is not currently available.

16/11/2021WRU02600Citizenship Applications

16/11/2021WRU02700453. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice if a citizenship application pro-
cess will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [55548/21]

16/11/2021WRU02800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is currently being processed with a view to 
establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisa-
tion and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, all applications for citizenship are processed in chrono-
logical order and due to the nature of the naturalisation process, for a broad range of reasons, 
some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, completing the necessary 
checks can take a considerable period of time. 

In addition, the combined impact of the 2019 High Court judgment in the Jones case and the 
necessary health restrictions arising from the pandemic, has resulted in the processing time for 
standard applications increasing. 

However, my Department is taking a number of steps to speed up the processing of applica-
tions and a number of digitisation measures have also been introduced to increase efficiency 
in the process, including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. The end result of the 
digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing applications in a timely 
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and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce waiting times. This year, 
we are on track to deliver approximately 11,000 decisions, significantly exceeding the levels 
achieved in the last two years. Additional staff have also been assigned to the citizenship team.  
Based on these measures, my Department’s objective is to achieve an improved timeframe of 
6-9 months for decisions on a majority of applications during 2022. 

16/11/2021WRU02900Citizenship Applications

16/11/2021WRU03000454. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Justice when an application for Irish 
citizenship by a person (details supplied) will be finalised; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55571/21]

16/11/2021WRU03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is currently being processed with a view to 
establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisa-
tion and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time. 

In addition, the combined impact of the 2019 High Court judgment in the Jones case and the 
necessary health restrictions arising from the pandemic, has resulted in the processing time for 
standard applications increasing. 

However, my Department is taking a number of steps to speed up the processing of applica-
tions and a number of digitisation measures have also been introduced to increase efficiency 
in the process, including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. The end result of the 
digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing applications in a timely 
and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce waiting times. This year, 
we are on track to deliver approximately 11,000 decisions, significantly exceeding the levels 
achieved in the last two years. Additional staff have also been assigned to the citizenship team.  
Based on these measures, my Department’s objective is to achieve an improved timeframe of 
6-9 months for decisions on a majority of applications during 2022. 

16/11/2021WRU03200Residency Permits

16/11/2021WRU03300455. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if she has considered allocat-
ing work visas for foreign students who worked and contributed to the economy throughout the 
pandemic but now struggle to access work visas and permits; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55580/21]

16/11/2021WRU03400456. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider introduc-
ing a couples visa to allow only one member of the couple to study rather than the current re-
quirement of both partners to enrol in a college; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[55581/21]

16/11/2021WRU03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455 and 
456 together.

My Department has responsibility for immigration-related matters, including the entry and 
residence conditions of non-EEA students, who are granted a Stamp 2 immigration permission, 
and continually consults and engages with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment and the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, 
among other key sectoral stakeholders, in this area. 

The conditions attaching to all immigration permissions are kept under ongoing review by 
my Department with all relevant stakeholders. However, any changes to the work entitlements 
of non-EEA students would be a policy decision for the wider stakeholder group.

Those in the State on a Stamp 2 student permission are not require to make an application 
for an employment permit. Their primary purpose for being in the State is as a student. Howev-
er, since April 2001, non-EEA students with an immigration Stamp 2 permission, and who are 
enrolled on courses with education providers listed on the Interim List of Eligible Programmes 
(ILEP) including English language courses, have been afforded the opportunity to work.

This allows them to take up casual employment to supplement their income while studying 
in Ireland. During term time, non-EEA students can work up to 20 hours per week and during 
normal college holiday periods they can work on a full time basis up to 40 hours per week. 

In September, a final temporary extension of immigration and international protection per-
missions to 15 January 2022 was announced. This applies to permissions that are due to expire 
between 21 September 2021 and 15 January 2022 and includes permissions that have already 
been extended by the previous seven temporary extensions since March 2020.

A Frequently Asked Questions document on the practical arrangements of the extension 
is available on my Department’s Irish Immigration website at: www.irishimmigration.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/FAQs-Extension-of-Permissions-Sep-2021.pdf. 

In addition, the Third Level Graduate Programme provides that when an applicant has com-
pleted their studies in Ireland and gained an award at Level 8 on the National Framework of 
Qualifications (NFQ) or above, that person may qualify for a Stamp 1G for 12 months. Where 
an individual receives an award at Level 9 NFQ, they may qualify for a Stamp 1G for up to 24 
months subject to the overall limit of 8 years on student conditions that applies.

Following that, graduates will require an employment permit in order to remain and work 
in the State. As the Deputy is aware, employment permits are a matter for the Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

All applications for visas or an immigration permission are made on an individual basis and 
there are no provisions to allow for a multi family member visa or immigration permission. 
People entering the State under student conditions are not entitled to family reunification. Any 
family member wishing to travel or accompany the student, would have to make an application 
for a visa or an immigration permission in their own right. 

  Question No. 456 answered with Question No. 455.

16/11/2021WRU03700Prison Service



16 November 2021

219

16/11/2021WRU03800457. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the number of deaths that 
have occurred among prisoners in the Midlands prison in each of the years from 2016 to 2020 
and to date in 2021; the cause of death in each case; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55602/21]

16/11/2021WRU03900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The information relating to the number of 
deaths that have occurred among prisoners in the Midlands Prison from 2016 to date is set out 
in the table below. 

All deaths in custody are the subject to a Garda investigation and an inquest held in a 
Coroner’s Court.  The cause of death is determined by a jury on the basis of the information 
presented to the Coroner’s Court.  As the Deputy can see from the table in the majority of cases 
listed below the inquest is still pending.  

The Deputy will also be aware that since April 2012 all deaths in custody are subject to an 
independent investigation by the Inspector of Prisons.  

The Irish Prison Service also has a robust, internal review mechanism which assesses the 
circumstances of a death in custody, highlights accountability and actions taken in relation to 
the incident, and outlines lessons learned.  This outcome review is reported to the Irish Prison 
Service National Suicide and Harm Prevention Steering Group, which is chaired by the Direc-
tor General.

The circumstances of each death in custody and incident of self-harm are also examined 
by a suicide prevention group in each institution.  The groups are chaired by the Prison Gov-
ernor, and include representatives from the various services: Doctor, Psychiatry, Psychology, 
Chaplaincy, Probation, Education, and Prison staff.  The Groups are required to meet quarterly, 
or more often if necessary.  Their examinations fully cover the background and circumstances 
of each death.  Their objective is to identify, where possible, measures which might be imple-
mented to contribute to a reduction in the risk of deaths in the future. 

I believe that it is important to note that the age profile of those in custody in the Midlands 
prison is higher than the average prisoner population profile. 

In their most recent State report, the Council of Europe Committee on the Prevention of 
Torture acknowledged the progress that has been made in the delivery of health care in Irish 
prisons since the 2014 visit. The delegation found very good access to health care in prisons 
and noted that the carers employed at Midlands Prison to assist the older population of prisoners 
were very good, displaying genuine warmth and affection towards their charges.

Table 1. Deaths in custody, Midlands Prison, 2016 - 2021

Year     No. of Deaths 
in Custody 

Cause of Death  - as determined by Coroner  

2021 to date 2 Inquest pending in both cases 
2020 0 N/A 
2019 4 Inquest pending in all cases 
2018 3 Inquest pending in all cases 
2017 2 Natural Causes Inquest pending 
2016 1 Natural Causes 
Total 12 

16/11/2021WRU04000Naturalisation Applications
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16/11/2021WRU04100458. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice her views on France’s decision to 
waive some of the period required for citizenship by naturalisation for frontline workers and 
reduce it to two years which resulted in over 12,000 workers being granted citizenship; if her 
attention has been drawn to the action Canada took in granting long-term residency for foreign 
nationals working on the frontlines; and if she will consider extending this to non-EU nationals 
working in healthcare during the Covid-19 pandemic by granting them citizenship. [55614/21]

16/11/2021WRU04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I recognise and acknowledge the crucial 
role frontline workers are continuing to play in responding to the threat of COVID-19. They 
work in a challenging environment and deal with vulnerable people on a daily basis. Their ex-
ceptional commitment has been particularly clear throughout the pandemic, during which they 
have been playing a key role in preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

However, all applications for a certificate of naturalisation are processed and assessed indi-
vidually in accordance with the legislation. There are no provisions to apply different criteria 
depending on the category of employment of the applicant.  All applicants are required to meet 
minimum periods of reckonable residence and standard checks are carried out as part of the 
overall process to maintain its integrity. The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment on 
any measures that may be taken in other jurisdictions. 

My Department has continued to accept and process citizenship applications throughout the 
pandemic and at all levels of public health restrictions.  However, processing rates have been 
negatively impacted by the necessary health and safety related restrictions imposed and it has 
not been possible to hold in-person citizenship ceremonies since March 2020.

My Department is taking a number of steps to speed up the processing of applications. In 
January, my Department opened a temporary system to enable these applicants to complete 
their naturalisation process by signing a statutory declaration of loyalty.  Since the introduction 
of the temporary system, 8,196 citizenship applicants have been contacted by my Department 
and 7,405 new Irish citizens have received their certificates of naturalisation. This includes a 
significant number of healthcare and other frontline workers. 

A number of digitisation measures have also been introduced to increase efficiency in the 
process, including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. The end result of the digitisa-
tion process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing applications in a timely and ef-
ficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce waiting times. This year, we are 
on track to deliver approximately 11,000 decisions, significantly exceeding the levels achieved 
in the last two years. Additional staff have also been assigned to the citizenship team.  Based on 
these measures, my Department’s objective is to achieve an improved timeframe of 6-9 months 
for decisions on a majority of applications during 2022.  

To further support healthcare workers making citizenship applications, I announced on 15 
November 2021, that, for doctors who are employed in the HSE or in Voluntary Hospitals, the 
provision of a “Medical Practitioner Employment History Summary” will be accepted as proof 
of residence. I know that this will be very much welcomed by doctors who face very unique 
challenges arising from moving hospitals as part of their training. 

Unfortunately, for public health reasons, the in-person citizenship ceremony scheduled for 
13 December in Killarney has been postponed. While this is disappointing for all of us, I know 
that the Deputy will agree that the safety and wellbeing of everyone is paramount. Instead, ar-
rangements are underway in my Department to hold a virtual citizenship celebratory event next 
month.
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16/11/2021WRU04300Peace Commissioners

16/11/2021WRU04400459. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Justice the current powers, duties and 
responsibilities of peace commissioners; the way the system has evolved; the current process 
including vetting aspects; the number that have been appointed in each of the years 2016 to 2020 
and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55633/21]

16/11/2021WRU04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, Peace Com-
missioners are appointed by the Minister for Justice under section 88 of the Courts of Justice 
Act 1924.  A Peace Commissioner is an honorary appointment and those appointed receive no 
remuneration or compensation by way of fees or expenses for their services. 

The powers and duties of Peace Commissioners consist primarily of:

- Taking statutory declarations

- Witnessing signatures on documents if required by various authorities

- Signing certificates and orders under various Acts

- The Courts of Justice Act 1924 also gives Peace Commissioners the power to issue sum-
mons and warrants but these powers are now rarely used.

An application for appointment may be made by a person on their own behalf or a nomina-
tion for appointment may be made by a third party in respect of a person considered suitable 
for appointment.

The appointment of a Peace Commissioner is entirely at the discretion of the Minister for 
Justice. The fact that an applicant or nominee may be suitable for appointment does not, in 
itself, provide any entitlement to appointment as a Peace Commissioner. This is because other 
factors, such as the need for appointments in particular areas, are taken into account.

There is no qualifying examination involved but appointees are required to be of good 
character and they are usually well established in the local community. Persons convicted of 
serious offences are considered unsuitable for appointment. To this end, a background check on 
nominees is carried out by An Garda Síochána.

Persons who are members of professions or employed in occupations which engage in legal 
work or related activities and members of the clergy are, as a matter of practice, not appointed 
because of their occupation. Civil servants are usually only appointed where the performance 
of their official duties requires an appointment (i.e. ex-officio).

An application for consideration to be appointed as a Peace Commissioner can be made at 
any time by contacting my office: 

Office of the Minister for Justice51 St. Stephen’s GreenDublin 2IrelandD02 HK52

Email info@justice.ie 

The Department of Justice maintains the Roll of Peace Commissioners. While every effort 
is made to keep the Roll up to date, the records do not always reflect the actual situation on the 
ground because the Department is reliant on the Peace Commissioners themselves and other in-
terested parties to advise of changes in the personal circumstances of individual Peace Commis-
sioners since their appointment. The Peace Commissioner Unit updates the Roll when advised 
of these changes, for example, resignation from Office. For that reason, the figures provided 
below in tabular format are subject to change from previous figures provided.
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Year Number appointed 
2016 76 
2017 47 
2018 89 
2019 92 
2020 106 
2021 134 

16/11/2021WRU04600Probate Applications

16/11/2021WRU04700460. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the ongoing 
delays in granting probate or processing applications of probate at the Probate Office; if steps 
can be taken to expedite the process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55648/21]

16/11/2021WRU04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Probate 
Office is an office of the High Court and under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, 
management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in its 
functions. Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at District Probate Reg-
istries in 14 provincial court offices, who are also independent in carrying out their functions. 
However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts 
Service has provided the following update.

Applications by solicitors continued to be processed throughout the period of the pandemic 
restrictions in both the Dublin Probate Office and the District Probate Registries. I am advised 
that the waiting time for solicitor and personal applications at present in the Dublin Probate 
Office is eight to ten weeks, assuming that the papers received are correct. Any arrears that had 
built up have now been cleared. Applications where queries had to be raised on foot of the pa-
pers first lodged are taking eight weeks from the date they are re-submitted.

The Courts Service has embarked on multi-year programme of modernisation to enhance 
the delivery of services to the people of Ireland. As part of its aims for the programme, the 
Courts Service is committed to simplifying services and processes. A key project in the civil 
law workstream for the Service is the development of an e-probate project, which will have the 
benefit of standardising the processing of probate applications and so enhance the delivery of 
the service to Courts Users.

16/11/2021WRU04900Residency Permits

16/11/2021WRU05000461. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice the status of a residency 
application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55650/21]

16/11/2021WRU05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In response to a notification pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written representations 
have been submitted to my Department on behalf of the person concerned. A request for further 
representations was sent by letter to the person’s legal representative on 4 November 2021.

All representations will be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended) and all other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
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Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie) which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/11/2021WRU05200Residency Permits

16/11/2021WRU05300462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the procedure to be fol-
lowed by a person (details supplied) to upgrade their residence card; if a fee is owing in this 
instance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55726/21]

16/11/2021WRU05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
holds a Stamp 4 permission, which has been extended until 15 January 2022, under the auto-
matic extension of immigration permissions announced on 14 September 2021. All permissions 
are extended on the same terms and conditions as the permission already held.

Where a non-EEA national holds a valid immigration permission granted to them as the par-
ent of an Irish citizen child, they may renew this permission at their local immigration office, 
even after the Irish citizen child turns 18 years of age.  

A letter has been sent to the person concerned by my Department, informing them that their 
permission may be renewed at their local immigration office.  Once received, they can present 
this letter to their local immigration office to facilitate their registration and a fee of €300 will 
be required.

All non-EEA nationals are required to pay the registration fee of €300, unless they fall into 
one of the following exempt categories:

- Under 18 at the time of registration;

- A spouse, widow or widower of an Irish citizen;

- A civil partner or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen;

- A spouse or dependent of an EU national who has a residence permit;

-  A Programme Refugee or a person granted Refugee Status under Section 47(1) of the 
International Protection Act 2015;

- A person granted Subsidiary Protection under Section 47(4) of the International Protection 
Act 2015; 

- A person granted Permission to Remain under Section 47(4)(a) of the International Protec-
tion Act 2015;

- A family member reunited with a recognised refugee in Ireland under Section 56 of the 
International Protection Act 2015. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
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the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

16/11/2021WRU05500Family Reunification

16/11/2021WRU05600463. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice if an application by a family (de-
tails supplied) will be expedited on humanitarian grounds. [55746/21]

16/11/2021WRU05700464. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice if an application by a family (de-
tails supplied) will be expedited on humanitarian grounds. [55748/21]

16/11/2021WRU05800465. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice if an application by a family (de-
tails supplied) will be expedited on humanitarian grounds. [55755/21]

16/11/2021WRU05900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 463 to 
465, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Ireland does not offer family visas. Each visa-required per-
son who wishes to travel to Ireland must apply separately for their own visa. 

The first step in the visa application process is the completion of the applicant’s details on-
line and this step has been completed for the applications referred to by the Deputy. 

The applicants must then print off the Summary Application Form (generated at the end of 
completing the online details), sign and date it and then submit the Summary Form, together 
with supporting documentation, to the appropriate office. I understand that the relevant Visa 
Office has not yet received any Summary Forms or supporting documentation from any of the 
applicants.  

Contact details for the appropriate Visa Office or a link to it will be provided on the Sum-
mary Application Form. The appropriate office is decided by where the applicant is living at the 
time they make the application. 

My Department’s Irish Immigration website (www.irishimmigration.ie) contains compre-
hensive guidelines to assist applicants with the application process. The documentation needed 
for each application type can be found by choosing the appropriate visa option. All information 
that the applicant wishes to have taken into consideration should be included with the visa ap-
plication. 

  Question No. 464 answered with Question No. 463.

  Question No. 465 answered with Question No. 463.

16/11/2021WRV00300An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRV00400466. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice the number of inci-
dents of drink spiking reported to An Garda Síochána in Cork city and county in the past two 
months. [55811/21]

16/11/2021WRV00500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (as amended) for the man-
agement and administration of Garda business, including the investigation of all allegations of 
criminal activity. As Minister I play no role in these independent functions.
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I am advised by the Garda authorities that identifying incidents which involve drink spik-
ing is dependent on the use of keywords in the incident narrative.  I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that a search was carried out on the PULSE system for incidents which include any 
of the following terms in the narrative: “spike”, “spiking” or “date rape”.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that, as of 10 November 2021, there have been inci-
dents recorded however these number less than 10 incidents of this type (that is “spike”, “spik-
ing” or “date rape”) recorded in Cork City, Cork North and Cork West Garda Divisions, over 
the last two months.  

As the Deputy may be aware, An Garda Síochána Analysis Service does not typically report 
on details where there are fewer than 10 incidents in a given period, as there is a risk, due to the 
sensitive nature of the information, that offenders/victims may be identified if the information 
were to be released. 

It is worth noting that figures are operational and liable to change and are based on a report-
ed date using data obtained from PULSE on 10/11/2021.  Crime counting rules are not applied. 

Spiking a person’s drink or spiking someone by injection are very serious offences. They 
are, in effect, poisoning and are criminal offences under the Non-Fatal Offences Against the 
Person Act 1997 that can result in a 3-year prison term.  

Any incident of this type of crime including those with evidence to suggest a link with 
‘spiking’ will be investigated by either local Gardaí supported by, or attached to, Divisional 
Proactive Services Units.

The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 has been widely recognised as a landmark 
piece of legislation dealing with consent and exploitation in sexual activity. For the first time, it 
set out in statute what consent actually means - a free and voluntary agreement between people 
to engage in sexual activity.

The 2017 Act amended the Criminal Law (Rape) Amendment Act 1990, to set out certain 
circumstances where consent is impossible, such as when a person is asleep or unconscious, or 
if they are so drunk or intoxicated that they are in no position to consider the activity and make 
up their mind.

The commitment of this Government to combatting domestic, sexual and gender based vio-
lence and to supporting victims is reflected in the funding allocated under Budget 2022, with a 
total of €13m allocated to the Department of Justice in this area. This represents an increased 
allocation of €5.35m and will enable the roll out of specific awareness raising and training pro-
grammes to combat domestic, sexual and gender based violence. It will also provide additional 
supports to NGOs and specific domestic violence intervention programmes, and it will support 
a number of front-line activities.

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has been running a three-year national aware-
ness campaign to tackle domestic and sexual violence. The ‘No Excuses’ campaign is focused 
on sexual harassment and sexual violence. The aim of the campaign is to intensify the public’s 
awareness of sexual violence, to bring about a change in long-established societal behaviours 
and attitudes and to activate bystanders. You will be interested to note that a national aware-
ness campaign, led by my Department, around the meaning and understanding of consent in the 
context of sexual relationships will be launched in the new year.

16/11/2021WRV00600Domestic Violence
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16/11/2021WRV00700467. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Justice the projected publication 
date for the third national domestic violence strategy; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55821/21]

16/11/2021WRV00800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, my Depart-
ment is leading the development across Government of the third national strategy on domestic, 
sexual and gender-based violence, which will place a priority on prevention and reduction and 
will include a national preventative strategy.

My Department has engaged in an innovative partnership with the sector in leading the 
development and design of the third national strategy. I see this inclusive process as key to de-
veloping a comprehensive workable roadmap.

I expect to receive a complete draft of the new strategy by the end of this year and I will 
then engage in a focussed public consultation process early in the New Year, before bringing the 
finalised strategy to Government in Quarter 1 of next year. 

16/11/2021WRV00900Citizenship Applications

16/11/2021WRV01000468. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Justice the status of children who are 
born here to non-Irish parents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55948/21]

16/11/2021WRV01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, following 
the 2004 referendum, the 27th amendment to the Constitution was inserted as follows:

ARTICLE 9  

 2     1° Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, a person born in the island 
of Ireland, which includes its islands and seas, who does not have, at the time of the birth of that 
person, at least one parent who is an Irish citizen or entitled to be an Irish citizen is not entitled 
to Irish citizenship or nationality, unless provided for by law.

 2° This section shall not apply to persons born before the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion.   

This Article enables the Oireachtas to legislate for the terms of entitlement to Irish citizen-
ship for children born in the island of Ireland.  

The status of children who are born here to non-Irish parents may vary depending on their 
individual circumstances.   Under current law whether a person born on the island of Ireland to 
non-Irish parents may be entitled to Irish citizenship or not, is determined mainly by applica-
tion of section 6A and 6B of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  The 
scenarios in which birth on the island of Ireland may result in Irish citizenship include birth to 
a non-Irish and non-British parent with lawful reckonable residency in the island of Ireland for 
at least three of the four years before the child’s birth. 

The existing citizenship laws are based on lawful and reckonable residency of the parent or 
parents of the child and this will continue to be the case under the proposed amendments to the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, contained in the General Scheme of the Courts and 
Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2021.

The General Scheme of this Bill, which was published on 7 June 2021, includes a proposed 
amendment to section 15 of the 1956 Act to reduce the residence requirement for naturalisation 
for minors born in the State from the current 4 year residence requirement to 2 years.  In effect, 
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this will replace a 5 year residency requirement with a 3 year residency requirement with the 
requirement of one year’s continuous residence in the State immediately before the date of ap-
plication continuing to apply.

If enacted this provision will be applicable in cases where such children are not entitled to 
citizenship upon birth due to the foreign national parent’s non-fulfilment of the current provi-
sion requiring a three year reckonable residency period prior to the child’s birth and would 
allow children who are currently on a pathway to citizenship to attain this status at an earlier 
stage.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government committed to introducing new pathways to 
status regularisation within 18 months of its formation.  My Justice Plan 2021 contains a com-
mitment to create new pathways for long-term undocumented people and their dependents who 
must meet specified criteria to regularise their status. We are now working to finalise the details 
for the scheme, including eligibility considerations and qualifying criteria, with a view to bring-
ing a proposal to Government and to publish the details of the scheme before the end of this 
year.  Successful applicants will receive an immigration permission, access to the labour market 
and will be able to begin the process of becoming Irish citizens, should they wish to do so. It is 
expected that a significant number of families and children will benefit from this scheme. 

16/11/2021WRV01200An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRV01300469. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice the number of members of 
An Garda Síochána who have been redeployed or retired from the Clare Garda division during 
2019 and 2020, respectively; and the number of members of An Garda Síochána that have been 
assigned to the Clare Garda division for duty during the same periods. [56063/21]

16/11/2021WRV01400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for the management and administration of the Garda organisation 
under the Garda Síochána Act 2005. This includes the allocation of resources and deployment 
of Garda members throughout the State. As Minister, I have no role in these independent func-
tions.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the below table outlines the number of Garda 
members who have been allocated/transferred in to the Clare Division in 2019 and 2020, and 
the number of Garda members who have been allocated/transferred out in the same years. The 
table also includes the number of Garda members who have retired or departed for reasons 
other than retirement. 

Clare Division

Year No. Allocated/Trans-
ferred In 

No. Allocated/Trans-
ferred Out 

No. Retired (other depar-
ture reasons) 

2019 20 22 6 (1) 
2020 18 16 3 (1)  

As of 31 October 2021, the total number of Garda members in the Clare Division is 314. 
This personnel strength is broken down as follows. 

CS SU IN SG GD Total 
1 2 10 50 251 314 

Garda members in the Clare Division are supported by 47 civilian staff as at 30 September 
2021. 
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The below table, also provided by the Garda authorities, outlines the number of newly at-
tested Gardaí allocated to the Clare Division since the recommencement of recruitment to date.

 - 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total  
CLARE 10 5 10 15 0  6 3 49 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that to ensure the continued level of delivery of polic-
ing services within Garda Divisions, local and Senior Garda Management are consulted in rela-
tion to the allocation of personnel and are responsible for the specific deployment/assignment 
of duties undertaken at Divisional level. 

I am assured that the delivery of policing services is closely monitored by the Garda Senior 
Leadership Team, particularly in view of commitments to the continued roll-out of the operat-
ing model of policing at divisional level to ensure optimum use of all Garda resources in pro-
viding the best possible Garda service to the community.

16/11/2021WRV01500An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRV01600470. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice the number of members of 
An Garda Síochána that have been allocated to the investigation into the deaths of 802 children 
and the Mother and Babies Home in Tuam, County Galway. [56064/21]

16/11/2021WRV01700471. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice the approximate cost of 
the Garda investigation into the deaths of 802 children and the Mother and Babies Home in 
Tuam, County Galway. [56065/21]

16/11/2021WRV01800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 470 and 
471 together.

As the Deputy will be aware the Garda Commissioner is responsible under the law for 
the management and administration of An Garda Síochána, including investigative matters. As 
Minister I play no role in these independent functions.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Garda personnel may be assigned to several 
investigations in response to operational requirements and it is not possible to provide costs or 
resources associated with specific investigations.

I understand that on 29 April 2021, An Garda Síochána launched an appeal to anyone who 
wishes to report a crime relating to a pregnancy or abuse incurred during their residence at a 
Mother and Baby Home, to contact them. An Garda Síochána invited anyone who was the vic-
tim of a criminal act arising out of the Mother and Baby Homes, or who has information likely 
to assist an investigation into a criminal act committed at a Mother and Baby Home, to come 
forward and report this by emailing MotherandBabyHomes@garda.ie or by phoning the Garda 
Child Sexual Abuse Reporting line or reporting at a local Garda station.

  Question No. 471 answered with Question No. 470.

16/11/2021WRV02000An Garda Síochána

16/11/2021WRV02100472. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice the estimated cost of the 
investigation launched in 2018 into the death of a baby (details supplied) in 1984. [56066/21]

16/11/2021WRV02200473. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice the number of members of 
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An Garda Síochána that have been allocated to the investigation launched in 2018 into the death 
of a baby (details supplied) in 1984. [56067/21]

16/11/2021WRV02300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 472 and 
473 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, under the Garda Síochána Act 2005,  the Garda Commissioner 
is responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána, including investi-
gative matters. As Minister I play no role in these independent functions.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Gardaí continue to investigate the death of a 
newborn baby boy in 1984, known as Baby John.

I am advised that Garda personnel may be assigned to several investigations in response to 
operational requirements and it is not possible to provide costs associated with the investigation 
of specific incidents.   I am further advised that An Garda Síochána do not provide information 
regarding sensitive operational matters, such as the numbers of personnel assigned to a particu-
lar investigation, at a particular time. I am informed that Garda personnel assigned to Garda 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation (GNBCI) are simultaneously involved in multiple 
investigations due to the nature of the demands at the Bureau.  Therefore, providing details of 
particular assignments could lead to a misinterpretation of relevant matters.

I am assured by the Garda authorities that significant work has been undertaken by the local 
investigation team, supported by the Serious Crime Review Team. Regular case conferences 
continue to be held by Garda management. I am advised that over 400 separate lines of enquiry 
have been generated as part of the review into this investigation, and that selective DNA sam-
pling is ongoing as part of the enquiry.   I understand that, to date, there have been no arrests in 
relation to this investigation.  An Garda Síochána continue to appeal for information from the 
public regarding this case. 

  Question No. 473 answered with Question No. 472.

16/11/2021WRV02500Online Safety

16/11/2021WRV02600474. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice if she is considering further 
legislative proposals to counter the scourge of bullying both online and offline. [56070/21]

16/11/2021WRV02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Bullying can come in many forms, but 
public discourse is usually about young people bullying each other. It is important to point out 
that this generally requires a response within community and institutional - including schools - 
contexts, rather than an automatic resort to criminal sanction. 

That said, this Government is acutely aware of the impact any kind of harassment can have 
on a victim and that harassment can take different forms and have different levels of severity.

That is why Coco’s Law, otherwise known as the Harassment, Harmful Communications 
and Related Offences Act 2020, not only introduced new offences but also broadened exist-
ing harassment offences and introduced stricter penalties for them. The maximum penalty for 
harassment has now been increased from 7 to 10 years’ to reflect the harm caused by its most 
serious forms.

The definition of harassment includes harassing another person by persistently following, 
watching, pestering, besetting or communicating with or about them. The changes made by 
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Coco’s Law to this offence  have also ensured that communicating with or about a person by 
any means is covered – including through the use of social media or technology.

Coco’s Law also provides for a new offence of sending, distributing or publishing a threat-
ening or grossly offensive message by any means of communication with intent to cause harm 
to the victim, which means our legislation now covers once-off communications as well as 
harassment.

If charges are to be brought under this act against a person 17 or younger, then the consent 
of the DPP is required. As noted earlier, this is a safeguard that was put in in recognition of the 
need to use other means to tackle bullying and harassment in younger people, while still leaving 
the door open for charges to be brought in more extreme cases.  

The Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act provides for offences that cause harm to an-
other person and also for the offence of making someone believe they are going to be harmed. If 
the perpetrator of an offence under this Act is a young person, they can be considered for admis-
sion to the Garda Diversion Programme, which operates under Part 4 of the Children Act 2001.

The diversion measures specified in the Act include the administration of Garda cautions 
(in the presence of parents/guardians) and supervision by a Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer. In 
addition, a young person can be referred to a Youth Diversion Project funded by the Department 
which provide programmes and supports to enable young people to make positive behavioural 
changes.

There are also new legislative proposals that will impact on this area.

The General Scheme of the Hate Crime Bill has been published and it will introduce aggra-
vated forms of certain offences where they are motivated by prejudice against protected char-
acteristics. The protected characteristics under the Criminal Justice (Hate Crime) Bill 2021 are,

- Religion

- Race

- Colour

- Nationality

- Ethnic or national origin

- Sexual orientation

- Gender

- Disability

This legislation is currently being drafted by the Office of Parliamentary Counsel.

In addition to the legislation referenced above, separate legislation to include provision 
for an online safety commissioner has been proposed by the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and the Environment, and the General Scheme of the Online Safety and Media 
Regulation Bill was published earlier this year.

It contains provisions empowering the proposed Media Commission to make online safety 
codes; assess the compliance of online services with those safety codes; direct online services 
to make changes to their systems; processes and policies and design and seek to apply financial 
sanctions to services who fail to comply.
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The online safety codes will set out how social media companies will have to deal with 
harmful content, such as cyberbullying.

16/11/2021WRV02800Naturalisation Applications

16/11/2021WRV02900475. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice the length of time it is currently 
taking for initial assessments of applications to the INIS; and the measures being taken to ad-
dress the backlog created by level 5 restrictions. [56154/21]

16/11/2021WRV03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): All applications for a certificate of natu-
ralisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. Statistics are not maintained by my Depart-
ment in a manner to enable the identification of those applications that are at ‘initial assessment’ 
stage. 

Current processing times have been extended due to the combined impact of the 2019 High 
Court judgment in the Jones case and the necessary health and safety related restrictions im-
posed as a result of the Covid-19 disruption. We have also been unable to hold in person cer-
emonies during this time.   

However, my Department is taking a number of steps to speed up the processing of applica-
tions and a number of digitisation measures have also been introduced to increase efficiency 
in the process, including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. The end result of the 
digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing applications in a timely 
and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce waiting times. 

This year, we are on track to deliver approximately 11,000 decisions, significantly exceed-
ing the levels achieved in the last two years. Additional staff have also been assigned to the citi-
zenship team.  Based on these measures, my Department’s objective is to achieve an improved 
timeframe of 6-9 months for decisions on a majority of applications during 2022.  

16/11/2021WRV03100Naturalisation Applications

16/11/2021WRV03200476. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice the status of an application to 
the INIS in respect of a person (details supplied); and when the person can expect to receive a 
reference number. [56155/21]

16/11/2021WRV03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Applications for naturalisation received 
by my Department are dealt with in chronological order. The application for the person referred 
to by the Deputy will be registered in the coming weeks. Following initial assessment of the 
application, an application reference number will be issued by my Department. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions and public health limits on staff attendance in the office, sig-
nificant delays are regrettably being experienced in the issuing of acknowledgment receipts 
and the processing and return of documentation. Citizenship applications have continued to be 
accepted and processed at all times during the pandemic. 

However, my Department is taking a number of steps to speed up the processing of applica-
tions and a number of digitisation measures have also been introduced to increase efficiency 
in the process, including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. The end result of the 
digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing applications in a timely 
and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce waiting times. As I an-
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nounced earlier this week, from 1 January 2022, applicants will no longer be required to submit 
their original passport with their initial application.

This year, we are on track to deliver approximately 11,000 decisions, significantly exceed-
ing the levels achieved in the last two years. Additional staff have also been assigned to the citi-
zenship team.  Based on these measures, my Department’s objective is to achieve an improved 
timeframe of 6-9 months for decisions on a majority of applications during 2022. 

16/11/2021WRV03400Naturalisation Applications

16/11/2021WRV03500477. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice the status of an application to 
the INIS in respect of a person (details supplied); and when the person can expect to receive a 
reference number. [56157/21]

16/11/2021WRV03600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Applications for naturalisation received 
by my Department are dealt with in chronological order. The application for the person referred 
to by the Deputy will be registered in the coming weeks. Following initial assessment of the 
application, an application reference number will be issued by my Department. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions and public health limits on staff attendance in the office, sig-
nificant delays are regrettably being experienced in the issuing of acknowledgment receipts 
and the processing and return of documentation. Citizenship applications have continued to be 
accepted and processed at all times during the pandemic. 

However, my Department is taking a number of steps to speed up the processing of applica-
tions and a number of digitisation measures have also been introduced to increase efficiency 
in the process, including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. The end result of the 
digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing applications in a timely 
and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce waiting times. As I an-
nounced earlier this week, from 1 January 2022, applicants will no longer be required to submit 
their original passport with their initial application.

This year, we are on track to deliver approximately 11,000 decisions, significantly exceed-
ing the levels achieved in the last two years. Additional staff have also been assigned to the citi-
zenship team.  Based on these measures, my Department’s objective is to achieve an improved 
timeframe of 6-9 months for decisions on a majority of applications during 2022.  

16/11/2021WRV03700Naturalisation Applications

16/11/2021WRV03800478. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if additional staff can be 
provided to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service on a temporary basis to facilitate 
the processing of a backlog of appointments to obtain and renew visas; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [56158/21]

16/11/2021WRV03900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department consistently works in 
partnership with the Public Appointments Service to ensure optimum staffing levels across the 
Immigration Service Delivery function and continuously reviews staffing levels to ensure that 
each area is adequately and efficiently resourced.  Regarding the Registration Office in particu-
lar, a number of additional measures have been put in place to help clear the backlog, and to 
process appointments efficiently.   

Staff in the Registration Office have been working extra hours, including at weekends, to 
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meet the demand for first-time registrations, renewal of permissions, and re-entry visas for mi-
nors. The public office in Burgh Quay is now open from 08:00 to 20:30 to provide assistance to 
customers wishing to register. 

Public health guidance currently determines the number of appointments that can be fa-
cilitated each day, while maintaining safe levels in the public office. Currently, almost 1,000 
customers are being registered every week. Our staff continue to engage with stakeholders to 
understand how their needs can best be met. Since the introduction of a new online system for 
the renewal of permissions for Dublin-based customers in July 2020, over 98,000 applications 
have been processed. 

This week, I announced a number of customer focused immigration changes to simplify and 
streamline the processing of citizenship applications and to facilitate immigration requirements 
for our customers over the Christmas period, as follows: 

- From 1 January, new applicants for citizenship will not be required to submit their original 
passport with the initial application.

- Re-entry visas for minors are suspended over Christmas to facilitate families making travel 
plans. 

- Customers in the State benefitting from the extension of immigration permissions to 15 
January 2022 will see their Irish Residence Permits extended to the same date

The Deputy can be assured that I am deeply conscious of how important the granting of 
naturalisation is to those who apply for it. My Department has continued to accept and process 
citizenship applications throughout the pandemic and at all levels of public health restrictions, 
and is on track to make 11,000 citizenship decisions this year. 

I and my officials continue to explore new ways of processing citizenship applications in a 
timely and efficient manner, improving service to our customers and reducing waiting times.

16/11/2021WRV04000Citizenship Applications

16/11/2021WRV04100479. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice if assistance will be provided to 
a person (details supplied) in relation to an application for citizenship. [56162/21]

16/11/2021WRV04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am deeply conscious of how important 
the granting of naturalisation is to those who apply for it. My Department has continued to ac-
cept and process citizenship applications throughout the pandemic and at all levels of public 
health restrictions and is on track to make 11,000 citizenship decisions this year.

My officials and I continue to explore new ways of processing citizenship applications.

On 15 November 2021, I announced that from 1 January 2022, new applicants for citizen-
ship will no longer have to submit their original passport with their application. Instead, they 
can provide a full colour copy of their entire passport, including the front and back covers. The 
colour copy must be witnessed by a solicitor and submitted with the application form. Details 
and further information available on on my Department’s Irish Immigration website at: www.
irishimmigration.ie/new-immigration-changes-announced/. 

16/11/2021WRV04300National Educational Psychological Service
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16/11/2021WRV04400480. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of the allocation of speech and language therapists and occupational therapists at a school (de-
tails supplied) in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021; his views on whether the 
allocation is sufficient to address the needs of children attending the school; his plans in place to 
address a potential lack of allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55632/21]

16/11/2021WRV04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): My Depart-
ment’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educational psychological 
support to all primary and post-primary schools including the school in question. This involves 
direct support in the event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and 
development work to build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist 
for responses to queries arising, and access to individual pupil casework where there is need via 
a NEPS psychologist or through the Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA). 

NEPS, in common with many other psychological services and best international practice, 
has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus is on empowering teachers to intervene 
effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. Psy-
chologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximise posi-
tive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assessment 
and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, edu-
cational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural 
difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in 
the process. Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s 
best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will a psychologist become involved with an individual 
child for intensive intervention or assessment.

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. In relation to the school to 
which the Deputy refers, the NEPS North West/North Midlands Region (Sligo Team) provides 
a service to this school.

Special schools generally cater for children with the most complex needs.  Accordingly, 
these schools have enhanced staffing levels with greatly reduced pupil: teacher and SNA staff-
ing allocations.  The provision of training and support for these schools is prioritised including 
access to training and post graduate programmes tailored to meeting the needs of children with 
complex needs.  On an ongoing basis, these schools have access to the NCSE advisory support 
service which advises on children with the most complex needs including behavioural needs. 

The Deputy may also be aware of the School Inclusion Model (SIM) which has been devel-
oped in collaboration with the Departments of Health; Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth; the NCSE and the HSE. 

The NCSE is currently piloting this new model in 75 schools in the CHO 7 area. As part of 
this new model, NCSE teams have been enhanced to include Occupational Therapists, Speech 
and Language Therapists and Behaviour Practitioners to support schools build capacity to in-
clude children with special educational needs. The evaluation of this pilot will inform future 
policy in this area.

16/11/2021WRV04600Proposed Legislation

16/11/2021WRV04700481. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if there are future plans to 
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amend existing mental health legislation to remove the power of An Garda Síochána to detain a 
person who is in immediate jeopardy of causing harm to themselves or to others; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56107/21]

16/11/2021WRV04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The General 
Scheme of a Bill to amend the Mental Health Act was approved by Government on 13 July and 
is available on the Department of Health’s website at gov.ie - Draft Heads of a bill to amend the 
Mental Health Act 2001 (www.gov.ie).

The publication of the General Scheme follows a review of the Mental Health Act which 
took account of the 165 recommendations of an Expert Group Review of the Act that were pub-
lished in 2015, along with extensive consultation with the HSE, the Mental Health Commission 
and other key stakeholders, and a public consultation in March/April 2021.

Proposed amendments to Section 9 of the General Scheme provide for changes to who may 
make an application for involuntary admission and would allow only ‘Authorised Officers’ to 
make an application. The proposed changes were recommended by the Expert Group and in-
cluded in the current Programme for Government.

Proposed amendments to Section 12 in the General Scheme provide for updated powers for 
An Garda Síochána to take persons into custody who they believe fulfil the criteria for deten-
tion set out in Section 8 of the Act.  The Garda or Gardaí must contact an Authorised Officer 
who will assess the person to see whether an application for a recommendation to a medical 
practitioner should be made.

The intention of these changes is to strengthen the safeguards on involuntary detention, to 
uphold the rights of the individual to autonomy and to make decisions of their own, and to en-
sure an holistic view of the individual is taken before an application for involuntary detention 
is made.

Pre-Legislative Scrutiny by the Oireachtas Sub-Committee on Mental Health began on 2nd 
November. The draft heads have been sent to Office of Parliamentary Counsel (OPC) for the 
drafting of the Bill. Department of Health officials will continue to work with the sub-Commit-
tee and the OPC to ready the Bill for introduction to the Oireachtas as soon as possible.

Applications for involuntary detention are never made lightly and applications made by any 
member of An Garda Síochána take full account of An Garda Síochána‘s obligation to protect 
the human rights and welfare of individuals and communities. The only statutory option avail-
able to Gardaí responding to people in a mental health crisis and potentially posing a risk of 
harm to themselves or others is to invoke Section 12 of the Mental Health Act, 2001. 

The Department of Justice has confirmed that all trainee Gardaí are trained over two days in 
an internationally recognised Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) workshop 
which is delivered in collaboration with the HSE.  This workshop is a suicide first aid pro-
gramme which equips trainee Gardaí with the necessary skills to discuss suicide with a person 
at risk and to make an intervention to reduce immediate risk of suicide if necessary. Trainee 
Gardaí also study the Mental Health Act 2001 and the procedures that are required if they have 
to invoke their powers.

As part of the Continuous Professional Development core programme for operational mem-
bers, An Garda Síochána has provided training on awareness of mental health difficulties in 
keeping with the Mental Health Act 2001. The programme also covers types of mental health 
difficulties, Garda powers and procedures, and the transportation of people in mental health 
crisis.
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As the Deputy may also be aware, the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland 
concluded that societal issues such as the mental health of individuals should not be the re-
sponsibility of An Garda Síochána alone and the Commission recommended the establishment 
of multi-agency teams that would include Gardaí to respond to the needs of individuals with 
mental health issues.  A pilot crisis intervention team is being developed in the Limerick Garda 
Division. This pilot is being progressed in close collaboration with the HSE and it is hoped to 
begin the rollout of the pilot team early next year.

16/11/2021WRV04900Community Care

16/11/2021WRV05000482. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the projected cost saving to 
the counties Cork and Kerry community healthcare budget that would result from the proposed 
closure of a centre (details supplied) after all residents and staff have been transferred from the 
facility and it is no longer in operation will be used to cover other costs within the counties 
Cork and Kerry adult mental health services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55477/21]

16/11/2021WRV05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRV05200Departmental Funding

16/11/2021WRV05300483. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the funding 
invested in building works, such as fire safety upgrades and renovations, associated with a cen-
tre (details supplied) in each of the years 2012 to 2020, in tabular form. [55478/21]

16/11/2021WRV05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRV05500Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRV05600484. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the clinical directors of the 
West Cork, South Lee and North Cork adult mental health services have agreed to accept refer-
rals of service users under the care of the Midleton and Youghal and Cobh and Glenville adult 
mental health teams for long stay or respite placements in the community residences attached 
to their catchment areas into the future; if there is a waiting list for any of the community men-
tal health residences in West Cork, South Lee and North Cork at present; if so, the number on 
the waiting lists and the duration in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55479/21]

16/11/2021WRV05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Heath Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRW00200Mental Health Services
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16/11/2021WRW00300485. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the residential settings that 
service users under the care of the Midleton and Youghal and Cobh and Glenville adult mental 
health teams may have been referred to for respite or long stay placements since February 2021; 
and the number of service users referred. [55480/21]

16/11/2021WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRW00500Disability Services

16/11/2021WRW00600486. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to downgrade or 
close a facility (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55492/21]

16/11/2021WRW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Almost ten 
years ago, the Time to Move on from Congregated Settings Report identified approximately 
4,000 people with disabilities living in congregated type settings. The 2011   Report expected 
that decongregation could happen at a much faster pace than was actually possible.

Since 2014, the Transforming Lives Programme provides the framework for implementa-
tion and for putting policy into practice across key reports, including  Time to Move on from 
Congregated Settings in respect of residential centres. Today less than 2,000 people live in 
congregated settings.

The Programme for Government – ‘Our Shared Future’ includes a commitment to continue 
with moving people out of old style congregated settings, into new homes within the communi-
ty, with the necessary supports. People are now being supported to live lives of their choice out 
in the community. Several congregated settings have closed fully and many more have closed 
specific units within the centres.

Thoughtful planning, capacity building work with stakeholders and sharing the learning 
across services is enabling meaningful person-centred planning and transitions that are sus-
tainable.  While the pace of change has been slow in some services, there is momentum and 
progress is being made.  

Budget 2021 provides for an unprecedented level of investment in disability services, with 
the investment of €100m for new initiatives in 2021. The increased level of funding in 2021 will 
enable us to build on initiatives currently underway, including the decongregation programme, 
with a renewed focus on assisting people to move out of congregated settings to homes in the 
community. The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 144 people from congregated 
settings in 2021 under its Service Plan.

As the numbers in the large settings continues to fall, the people still remaining in these 
services have access to better living conditions and share with fewer people.

The position of the HSE is that it wishes to see all individuals supported to have the option 
of living independently in the community provided this is in their best interests and in partner-
ship with their families. It is recognised that this will take time to put in place.

As the particular issue raised is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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16/11/2021WRW00800Health Services Staff

16/11/2021WRW00900487. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a geriatrician will be 
put in place for County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55494/21]

16/11/2021WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRW01100Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRW01200488. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the efforts being made with 
regard to securing a new CAMHS consultant to deal with children’s mental health services in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55496/21]

16/11/2021WRW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRW01400Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRW01500489. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies unfilled 
or filled on a temporary basis in Cavan General Hospital; and the details of each by category 
(details supplied). [55500/21]

16/11/2021WRW01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRW01700Health Services Staff

16/11/2021WRW01800490. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the appointment of 
a scan nurse for counties Cavan and Monaghan; the timeframe for this appointment; and the 
details of same. [55502/21]

16/11/2021WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRW02000Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRW02100491. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 
service (details supplied) in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55503/21]

16/11/2021WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRW02225General Practitioner Services
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16/11/2021WRW02250492. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the average age of gen-
eral practitioners in each county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55505/21]

   Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): General practitioners are private prac-
titioners, most of whom hold a GMS contract with the HSE to provide medical services on its 
behalf to medical card and GP visit card holders without charge. I have asked the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy in relation to GPs contracted under the GMS scheme.

16/11/2021WRW02300General Practitioner Services

16/11/2021WRW02400493. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the guidelines in place 
for persons trying to access general practitioner appointments for their children who may have 
respiratory symptoms (details supplied); if it is a national directive that general practitioners 
are no longer carrying out consultations over the phone; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55509/21]

16/11/2021WRW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE advises parents and guardians 
to contact their GP if their child is unwell and they are worried about them.

The HSE Guidance on Managing Risk of Transmission of Respiratory Viruses Including 
COVID-19 in General Practice advises that the level of infection prevention and control pre-
cautions required in the healthcare setting are generally the same for children and adults in most 
contexts but taking account of the needs of the child.

General practice has continued to operate during the Covid-19 public health emergency and 
GPs see patients face to face where necessary, albeit with infection-control measures in place.  
In response to the pandemic, it has been necessary for GPs to triage patient in-person contact 
with GP surgeries as much as possible, to help prevent the spread of the virus and for the pro-
tection of patients and staff. GPs are performing assessments over the phone to determine if a 
patient needs to attend the surgery. Where clinically indicated, the GP will arrange an appoint-
ment to see the patient in the surgery.

GPs continue to carry out telephone and face to face consultations in line with their clinical 
judgement. No directive has issued from either the Department of Health or the HSE on this 
matter.  It is expected that normal clinical practice should be accessible to all patients, in line 
with normal risk assessment procedures.

16/11/2021WRW02600Legislative Programme

16/11/2021WRW02700494. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the support for 
Irish survivors of thalidomide Bill; when it will be available for pre-legislative scrutiny; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55516/21]

16/11/2021WRW02800589. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with represen-
tatives of an association (details supplied) to address major concerns regarding the support for 
Irish survivors of thalidomide Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55809/21]

16/11/2021WRW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 494 
and 589 together.

There are a number of cases concerning thalidomide before the High Court at present and it 
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is not possible to comment on matters that are sub judice.  

The Deputy may be aware that following an Irish Government decision in January 1975, 
the Government granted an ex-gratia sum equivalent to 4 times the German lump-sum and an 
ex-gratia monthly allowance for life equal to the German monthly allowance, to each of the 
Irish children found to have thalidomide related injuries.  There are currently 29 Irish people 
in receipt of ex-gratia monthly payments from the Department of Health.  The annual figure 
for the Irish monthly payments ranges from €6,175 to €13,313 for each individual.  The rate of 
payment is related to each survivor’s level of thalidomide related injury.  

The German monthly payments are made by the Contergan Foundation, which is estab-
lished under German legislation.  From 1 August 2013, the Foundation substantially increased 
its monthly payments to thalidomide survivors, including Irish survivors.  Both the German 
payments and the Irish ex-gratia payments made to the survivors are exempt from tax, including 
DIRT and are not reckonable as means for the purpose of Social Welfare payments. 

In addition to the initial lump-sum and monthly payments for life, the supports provided by 
the Irish State to each Irish survivor include a medical card on an administrative basis regardless 
of means, provision of appliances, artificial limbs, equipment, housing adaptations and access 
to a full range of primary care, hospital and personal social services.  There is a designated se-
nior manager in the Health Service Executive who liaises with Irish thalidomide survivors and 
assists them to access supports towards their ongoing health and personal social service needs.

Work is underway in the Department to bring forward Heads of a Bill to provide these 
health and personal social supports on a statutory basis to Irish thalidomide survivors. While it 
is not possible at this stage to provide a timeframe for these legislative proposals, the Govern-
ment is committed to the ongoing support of Irish thalidomide survivors.

It is important to note that the German Contergan Foundation has confirmed that since 2013 
it is accepting applications from individuals for compensation for thalidomide related injury.  It 
is open to any Irish person to apply to the Foundation for assessment of their disability as being 
attributable to thalidomide.  Any Irish person who establishes that their injury is attributable to 
thalidomide will be offered appropriate supports by the Irish Government, commensurate with 
those currently provided to Irish thalidomide survivors.

16/11/2021WRW02925Health Service Executive

16/11/2021WRW02950495. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE 
in contracting debt collection agencies to pursue unpaid statutory charges in each of the years 
2013 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55521/21]

16/11/2021WRW02975Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly)(Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient 
charges are a key element of the overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are 
taken into account when agreeing the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the 
HSE’s annual National Service Plan.  

These charges typically include:

 -  Out-patient charges;

 -  In-patient charges; and
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 -  Long-term stay charges.

Certain cohorts of people may be exempt from some or all of these charges.

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private in-patient charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to re-
spond to you directly in relation to that detail.

16/11/2021WRW03000Hospital Charges

16/11/2021WRW03100496. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the costs incurred by each public 
hospital in contracting external debt collection agencies to pursue unpaid statutory charges in 
each of the years 2013 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55522/21]

16/11/2021WRW03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the HSE’s annual National Service 
Plan.  

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

Certain cohorts of people may be exempt from some or all of these charges.

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private in-patient charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to re-
spond to you directly in relation to that detail. 

16/11/2021WRW03300Hospital Charges

16/11/2021WRW03400497. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or in-
patient day cases with unpaid inpatient charges whose debt was referred to a debt collection or 
legal agency in each of the years 2013 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [55523/21]

16/11/2021WRW03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the HSE’s annual National Service 
Plan.  

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

Certain cohorts of people may be exempt from some or all of these charges.

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private in-patient charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to re-
spond to you directly in relation to that detail. 

16/11/2021WRW03600Hospital Charges

16/11/2021WRW03700498. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the expenditure by the HSE and 
public hospitals on referral of statutory charges to external debt collection or legal agencies; the 
breakdown of expenditure by charge, that is, inpatient charge, outpatient and emergency charge 
in each of the years 2013 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55524/21]

16/11/2021WRW03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the HSE’s annual National Service 
Plan.  

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

Certain cohorts of people may be exempt from some or all of these charges.

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private in-patient charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
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reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to re-
spond to you directly in relation to that detail. 

16/11/2021WRW03900Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRW04000499. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the reason the oncology department 
in St. James’ Hospital is not providing Covid-19 booster shots to its most vulnerable cancer pa-
tients; the reason this cohort of patients have not been sent for booster shots elsewhere despite 
being anxious to receive the extra vaccine as soon as possible; when these patients will receive 
the booster vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55529/21]

16/11/2021WRW04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRW04200Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRW04300500. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of times the HSE has 
conducted a double Covid-19 test on a person when the first test result was positive; the clinical 
grounds for a second test taking place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55530/21]

16/11/2021WRW04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRW04500Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRW04600501. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of instances of Co-
vid-19 case denotification that have taken place since March 2020 for cases which were exam-
ined against viral targets detected; the reason for the test; the condition of the person having 
the test performed as criteria set out by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55531/21]

16/11/2021WRW04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRW04800Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRW04900502. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the viral target measures used 
when examining whether a positive Covid-19 test requires a second test; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55532/21]

16/11/2021WRW05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRW05100Departmental Contracts
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16/11/2021WRW05200503. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 492 of 12 October 2021, the amount paid by his Department to a laboratory (details sup-
plied) in view of reports that excluding VAT it was paid €87,750 for its work with his Depart-
ment and not €78,000 excluding VAT as previously indicated; if the laboratory was engaged in 
work on a trial basis by his Department in December 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55539/21]

16/11/2021WRW05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As referred to in my response to the PQ 
in question, my Department expended €78,000 EXVat at the time of asking. 

With invoicing for this service updated, I can confirm that my Department has now ex-
pended a total of €87,750 EXVat for this service.

16/11/2021WRW05400Departmental Contracts

16/11/2021WRW05500504. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if a laboratory (details supplied) 
was engaged by his Department on a trial basis at any time during the period from 1 January 
2017 to 1 November 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55540/21]

16/11/2021WRW05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm that my Department did 
not engage with this laboratory on a trial basis for the dates in question.

16/11/2021WRW05700Medicinal Products

16/11/2021WRW05800505. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when the reduction in the threshold 
for the drug payment scheme will come into effect. [55542/21]

16/11/2021WRW05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Drugs Payment Scheme (DPS) 
provides for the refund of the amount by which expenditure on approved prescribed drugs, 
medicines, and medical/surgical appliances exceeds a named threshold in any calendar month. 
All persons ordinarily resident in Ireland can apply for eligibility regardless of their means. 

The DPS threshold is currently set at €114 per month. 

As announced in Budget 2022, the DPS threshold will be reduced to €100 per month. It is 
anticipated that, upon enactment of secondary legislation to give effect to this change, the new 
threshold will come into effect on 1 January 2022.

16/11/2021WRW06000Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WRW06100506. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55553/21]

16/11/2021WRW06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
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Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRX00200Health Services

16/11/2021WRX00300507. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will reply to concerns 
raised and proposals offered by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55564/21]

16/11/2021WRX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Safeguarding adults at risk of abuse, 
harm and neglect by others in the context of their interactions with the health and social care 
sector is a key objective of the Department of Health, every statutory body under its aegis, and 
every relevant service that interacts with such adults. A framework of standards, policies and 
procedures is in place for safeguarding adults within the sector who may be at risk.   

My Department is currently finalising the development of a national policy on adult safe-
guarding in the health and social care sector, which will apply to all public, voluntary and 
private healthcare and social care settings and agencies.  To date, the Department, assisted by 
a high-level Steering Group, has completed the stakeholder consultation and primary evidence 
development phases of this major policy development project. The related stakeholder feed-
back and research publications are available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/
publication/2861af-adult-safeguarding/.

My Department is preparing for public consultation and intends to submit a costed draft 
policy to Government for its approval in the first half of next year.  Legislation as required to 
underpin the policy will be prepared following its approval by Government. 

The Irish Association of Social Workers (IASW) has, to date, been a welcome participant in 
the Department’s stakeholder consultation processes on the development of this policy, which 
is expected to build on existing structures, including social work led specialist safeguarding 
services. As my Department continues to finalise this national sectoral policy, it will be pleased 
to receive and take account of any further concerns or proposals relating to my Department’s 
responsibilities in this area that may be submitted by our stakeholders, including the IASW.  
The planned public consultation exercise will be a further opportunity for all stakeholders to 
continue their engagement with my Department’s ongoing policy development work on adult 
safeguarding in the health and social care sector. 

The concerns and proposals forwarded to the Deputy by the Association include some mat-
ters which extend beyond the remit of my Department. In that regard I note that the Law Re-
form Commission is engaged in a separate legal research initiative on A Regulatory Framework 
for Adult Safeguarding across all sectors. My Department has published its response to the 
Commission’s related Issues Paper on its website at www.gov.ie/en/publication/2861af-adult-
safeguarding/.

16/11/2021WRX00500Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRX00600508. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the reason adults attending 
University Hospital Waterford from County Waterford, south County Kilkenny, south County 
Tipperary and County Wexford for type 1 diabetes care have not had access to a diabetic nurse 
specialist since 4 October 2021 and are being told via an answer phone message to contact their 
GP or local accident and emergency department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55573/21]
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16/11/2021WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRX00800Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRX00900509. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the reason University Hospital 
Waterford, a regional category 4 hospital with a HSE denoted patient catchment of 520,000 
persons, is the only hospital in the country operating without a diabetes specialist nurse at pres-
ent as the only available clinical nurse specialist has been on leave since early October 2021 
without a designated replacement and with no other nursing back-up rostered to fill in; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [55574/21]

16/11/2021WRX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRX01100Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRX01200510. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health regarding diabetes services at 
University Hospital Waterford, when the existing diabetic nurse specialist presently on call is 
expected back to work; the procedures in place to ensure that when a nursing specialist is on 
holiday leave or on extended leave the support protocol the hospital employs to cover patient 
queries and issues regarding ongoing treatment regime; if the hospital has a replacement policy 
in place to ensure key medical nurse specialists who may be the only point of contact for pa-
tient concerns have adequate trained cover provisioned within a cover plan; if that plan covers 
responses to medical telephone query; if such a cover plan exists, if the hospital can outline 
the reason it has not been implemented with the absence of the only clinical nurse specialist 
diabetic nurse on site who is now presently on extended leave; if the hospital sought to recruit 
a temporary replacement either internally or externally; if an adequate budget allocation exists 
for such recruitment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55575/21]

16/11/2021WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRX01400Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRX01500511. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if flu jabs will be made available 
free of charge to medical card holders; if not, the reason those on low incomes will not be 
eligible for free vaccines especially if cost prohibits uptake when extra pressure on the health 
service should be avoided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55578/21]

16/11/2021WRX01600593. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if provisions will be made for 
the flu jab to be given for free to medical card holders and the population more generally as 
a means to encourage uptake and reduce the strain on the intensive care unit system which is 
currently under strain with the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55817/21]

16/11/2021WRX01700595. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason holders of full 
medical cards are not automatically eligible for the flu vaccine given that many of those in pos-
session of a medical card have it on the basis of low income and therefore would find it difficult 
to afford the €20 to €25 cost of the flu jab in a pharmacy; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [55824/21]

16/11/2021WRX01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 511, 
593 and 595 together.

Prior to 2020/2021, the seasonal influenza vaccination was available without charge to 
Medical or GP Visit card holders in one of the HSE-defined at-risk groups. Those in the at-risk 
groups, who did not hold a medical card or a GP visit card were provided the vaccine without 
charge and typically paid an administration fee to have the vaccine administered. 

In 2020/2021, given the potential for the winter influenza season to coincide with a resur-
gence of COVID-19 and the importance of minimising hospital attendance for the treatment of 
influenza, the Government expanded the provision of vaccination without charge to all of those 
in the at-risk groups, regardless of eligibility status, and to all children aged from 2 to 17 years. 

The 2021/2022 Influenza Vaccination Programme was launched on the 4th of October 2021 
and, in line with last year’s expanded programme, vaccinations are available free of charge to 
adults in specified at-risk groups and children aged from 2 to 17 years of age. This will ensure 
that those most vulnerable to the effects of influenza, who are those in the at-risk groups, will 
have access to vaccination without charges.

By providing vaccination to those most at-risk, it is anticipated that there will be a reduc-
tion in the number of influenza-related hospital admissions, as well as a reduction in the overall 
spread of influenza in the community.

A person who holds a medical card or GP visit card, but who is not in one of the at-risk cat-
egories and who wishes to be vaccinated may be charged a fee. 

16/11/2021WRX01900General Practitioner Services

16/11/2021WRX02000512. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when free general practitioner 
care for seven and eight year olds will come into effect; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55584/21]

16/11/2021WRX02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to in-
creasing access to GP care without charges for children, an important healthcare measure that 
will remove a potentially prohibitive cost barrier to accessing GP care and will help to improve 
children’s health as they develop. At present all children up to and including the age of 5 are 
eligible for a GP visit card and therefore GP care without charges.  The Health (General Prac-
titioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2020 provides, amongst other 
things, for the phased expansion of GP care without fees to all children aged 12 years and under 
in three phases: to children aged 6 and 7; to children aged 8 and 9; and to children aged 10,11 
and 12. Budget 2022 provides for the initial stage of this phased expansion, the provision of 
GP care without fees to all children aged 6 and 7 and my Department has commenced work 
to roll this service out in the course of 2022.  The specific date for commencing the expansion 
remains under consideration in light of COVID-19 and the additional pressures the expansion 
might place on general practice in that context and will require consultation with the IMO, rep-
resenting General Practitioners. It is important to ensure that any additional pressures placed on 
general practice will not limit its capacity to meet the needs of all patients in the community.

16/11/2021WRX02200Medical Qualifications
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16/11/2021WRX02300513. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if he will review the current 
CORU processes for approving Irish citizen UK registered healthcare professionals to have their 
UK credentials and work experience recognised for the purposes of joining the Irish healthcare 
system (details supplied); if he is satisfied with the level of online support offered to applicants; 
if he condones a six to 12 month review process; if his attention has been drawn to the lack of 
personal engagement offered to applicants; if he has considered the fact that bureaucratic delays 
force much needed medical professionals to look for work elsewhere; the action CORU has 
taken to facilitate remote working in order to ensure timely and adequate responses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [55590/21]

16/11/2021WRX02400514. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the fact 
that immigrant or citizen healthcare workers returning to Ireland with a view to working in the 
Irish healthcare system may have to wait up to 12 months to have their qualifications recognised 
and approved by CORU and during such time while resident in the State have no opportunity to 
claim jobseeker’s allowance given their work experience has been conducted in another coun-
try; if he considers this situation conducive to the recruitment of outside health expertise; if he 
will bring forward proposals to rectify the extreme length of CORU application approvals along 
with adjusted social welfare entitlements that recognise the arduous application time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55591/21]

16/11/2021WRX02500515. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if he or his Department has 
information on the average length of time taken to recognise in Ireland other EU country health 
qualifications by CORU; if he will reference average timelines for countries such as France, 
Germany and Italy; if he is satisfied with the current CORU approvals process; if he will pro-
vide tabulated evidence over the past 24 months on the number of applications and their ap-
proval response times; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55592/21]

16/11/2021WRX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 513 to 
515, inclusive, together.

CORU is Ireland’s multi-profession health regulator for regulating health and social care 
professionals. CORU’s role is to protect the public by regulating the health and social care 
professions designated under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (as amended), 
including setting the standards that health and social care professionals must meet to be eligible 
to be registered and maintaining registers of persons who meet those standards  There are two 
forms of application to CORU: applications for the recognition of qualifications received out-
side the State and applications for registration.

Professional qualifications awarded outside the State are assessed through a process of “rec-
ognition” which involves expert assessment of a qualification’s alignment with the standards of 
proficiency required in Ireland, and assessment of professional experience and lifelong learning 
where required.  Where a health and social care professional qualifies outside the State and ap-
plies to register in Ireland, they must apply for the recognition of their qualification. EU/EEA 
applicants have the right to have their qualifications assessed in accordance with the Health and 
Social Care Professionals Act 2005, Directive 2005/36/EC on the Recognition of Professional 
Qualifications and the European Union (Recognition of Professional Qualifications) Regula-
tions 2017 (SI No 8 of 2017). Once a complete file has been submitted to CORU, ie one con-
taining all of the required documentation, a decision must issue within four months.  A similar 
process applies to persons who have qualifications attained outside of the EU/EEA. 

Data on the Number of Applications and Related Processing Times

In respect of the Deputy’s request data on the number of applications and their approval 
response times over the past 24 months, CORU has informed my officials that the average 
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processing time for an application for registration is 9.2 weeks for new applicants entering a 
profession. This represents an improvement on an average processing time of 14 weeks, which 
was the case in early 2020.

Please find a table below providing data on timeframes for recognition decisions from 2016-
2020.

Table A: Average number of days required to reach a recognition of qualifications deci-
sion

Country of 
Qualification

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

UK incl NI 63 63 73 67 71
EU EEA 83 72 98 100 89
Rest of World 75 68 88 80 83
Total 65 65 79 74 77

Table B: Number of individual decisions made (excluding post compensation measures 
and European Professional Card)

Country of 
Qualification

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

UK incl NI 219 336 404 343 337
EU EEA 18 46 49 39 28
Rest of World 25 116 181 246 268
Total 262 498 634 628 633

The average length of time required by equivalent bodies in France, Germany, and Italy is 
not available to this office.

I met with the Chairperson and CEO of CORU earlier this year and raised the issue of time-
frames for the recognition of qualifications and registration applications. Following our discus-
sion, several measures have been initiated by CORU aimed at further reducing timeframes. 

Crucially, until this year, applicants were required to complete the recognition process be-
fore initiating the registration process unless they had confirmed job offers. All applicants are 
now invited to initiate an application for registration as soon as they have submitted a complete 
application file to the Recognition Department.

This is part of a suite of innovations which have been initiated following my discussions 
with CORU.  Further steps underway as part of this programme for change include:

- Continued reorganisation of work processes to respond to the evolving working from 
home context (this has changed over time requiring step adjustments as the situation develops)

- Full transfer to an online application system

- Increased frequency of regulatory decision making (Registration Board meetings)

- Additional temporary staff resources

- Recruitment of additional expert assessors in ‘under pressure’ professions

In respect of the level of online support offered to applicants CORU’s reliance on email as 
its primary means of communication with applicants, CORU is aware of the inconvenience 
that this can cause applicants. Consequently, CORU is testing a new telephone system that will 
allow for improved engagement with applicants in the context of remote working.  This Voice 
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over IP (VoIP) solution is currently being tested for external use having been trialled internally.

My department will continue to support CORU in achieving its strategic vision and improv-
ing timeframes for all applicants into the future.  

I have forwarded your query regarding a specific applicant to CORU for direct reply. Que-
ries relating to an individual’s entitlement to an income support are a matter for the Department 
of Social Protection. 

  Question No. 514 answered with Question No. 513.

  Question No. 515 answered with Question No. 513.

16/11/2021WRX02900Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRX03000516. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the actions he will take to ad-
dress the shortage of diabetes specialist nursing posts and dietitian posts at the University Lim-
erick Hospitals Group; the reason for the difficulty in filling these posts; if Limerick University 
Hospital will be excluded from the dose adjustment for normal eating expansion given that it 
cannot recruit the necessary staff to undertake the educator training; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [55606/21]

16/11/2021WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRX03200Hospital Waiting Lists

16/11/2021WRX03300517. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the actions he will take to 
reduce the outpatient list at the diabetes clinic at the University Limerick Hospitals Group.  
[55607/21]

16/11/2021WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last nineteen months as a 
direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

On the 7th October I published the Acute Waiting List Action Plan. This plan, to run until 
December 2021, has a series of targeted measures that are designed to address the growth in 
waiting lists caused by Covid-19 and the cyber-attack.

In addition, my Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) 
are also working on a Multi Annual Waiting List Plan to bring waiting lists in line with Sláin-
tecare targets over the coming years. This process will be overseen by a Ministerial Taskforce, 
chaired by the Secretary General of my Department and includes representatives from the HSE 
and NTPF. The plan will be informed by the lessons learned from the successful Vaccine Task-
force.

Long-term, the Chronic Disease Management Programme, which provides GP led care for 
GMS patients with one of four chronic diseases including type 2 diabetes, will help reduce 
these patient’s reliance on related hospital services. The programme commenced in 2020, is 
currently available to GMS patients aged 65 and older, and will be extended to all adult GMS 
patients from next year.
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Specific to the UL Hospital Group, funding has been made available through the national 
clinical programme for diabetes to recruit three additional diabetic posts for the treatment of 
adult diabetes and this process is at an advanced stage. The recruitment process for a staff grade 
dietician is also ongoing. Two further consultant endocrinology posts and four further diabetic 
clinical nurse specialists (CNS) posts have been approved for University Limerick Hospital. 
Two of the four diabetic CNS posts have been successfully recruited and are due to commence 
in the coming months. The additional staffing measures will have a strong positive effect on 
waiting times for diabetes services.

16/11/2021WRX03500Hospital Admissions

16/11/2021WRX03600518. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of patients re-
ferred to the medical assessment unit in Ennis General Hospital in each month to date in 2021. 
[55608/21]

16/11/2021WRX03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRX03800Hospital Admissions

16/11/2021WRX03900519. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of patients referred 
to the medical assessment unit in St. John’s Hospital, Limerick in each month to date in 2021. 
[55609/21]

16/11/2021WRX04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRX04100Hospital Admissions

16/11/2021WRX04200520. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of patients referred 
to the medical assessment unit University Hospital Limerick in each month to date in 2021. 
[55610/21]

16/11/2021WRX04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRX04400Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WRX04500521. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of appointments at 
the medical assessment unit in Nenagh, County Tipperary that were cancelled or referred else-
where on the days when the unit was closed on dates in May, June, July and September 2021. 
[55611/21]

16/11/2021WRX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRX04700Dental Services 
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16/11/2021WRX04800522. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the reason the paediatric dental 
clinic in Mountbellew, County Galway is not operational; when it is expected it will reopen; the 
location in which children who would attend that clinic will now be seen; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55628/21]

16/11/2021WRX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRX05000Cannabis for Medicinal Use

16/11/2021WRX05100523. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if products (details supplied) 
are being included in an arrangement; if not, the reason; his plans to work towards this in future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55631/21]

16/11/2021WRX05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the details supplied part of this Par-
liamentary Question relate to operational matters for the Health Service Executive (HSE), I 
have asked that the HSE responds to the Deputy directly regarding this part of the question.

On 27th October 2021, the Minister for Health signed legislation, Statutory Instrument 
557/2021, Misuse of Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2021 for two further cannabis products, Oleo Bedrobinol and Oleo 
Bedrocan to be added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription and control of Supply 
of Cannabis for medical use) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 for use in the Medical Cannabis 
Access Programme. These are both dried cannabis flower-based products originating in the 
Netherlands.  Owing to Dutch government restrictions cannabis-based oils, such as those com-
pounded by Transvaal Apotheek in Den Haag in the Netherlands (often referred to as Bedrocan 
products), may not be commercially exported from the Netherlands to pharmacies or wholesal-
ers. The commercial export of cannabis flower is permitted by the Dutch authorities. 

Representations were made to the Dutch authorities about having the cannabis-based oil 
products exported to Ireland to facilitate Irish patients prescribed those products. The Dutch 
authorities replied that magistral preparations may only be provided directly to patients or their 
representative on the basis of a prescription, presented for dispensing.

Since April 2020, owing to the pandemic the Department has been collecting patient’s pre-
scriptions from the Netherlands and delivering them to patient’s homes. These collections ap-
proximately every four weeks and will continue post-pandemic.

As a result of the prohibition of commercial export of the cannabis-based products the 
manufacturers cannot apply to the Health Products Regulatory Authority to have the products 
included in the Medical Cannabis Access Programme. However patient’s can continue to be 
treated with these products if their clinicians are permitted to do so under Ministerial licence 
issued pursuant to the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977. 

16/11/2021WRX05300Medical Aids and Appliances

16/11/2021WRX05400524. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the details of the authorisation 
of FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitor by CHO and LHO to those patients aged under 21 and 
over 21 years of age, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55641/21]

16/11/2021WRX05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRX05600Medical Aids and Appliances

16/11/2021WRX05700525. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the number of authorised con-
tinuous glucose monitors supplied by a company (details supplied) by CHO and LHO to pa-
tients aged under 21 and over 21, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [55642/21]

16/11/2021WRX05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRX05900Health Services

16/11/2021WRX06000526. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of children that are 
currently on the waiting list for early intervention services; the length of time they have they 
been on the waiting list in counties Sligo and Leitrim; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55644/21]

16/11/2021WRX06100527. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant positions 
on the early intervention teams in counties Sligo and Leitrim; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [55645/21]

16/11/2021WRX06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 526 and 527 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 527 answered with Question No. 526.

16/11/2021WRY00300Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRY00400528. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of children that are 
currently awaiting services through CAMHS in counties Sligo and Leitrim; the length of time 
they have been on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55646/21]

16/11/2021WRY00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRY00600Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRY00700529. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant positions 
there are in CAMHS services in counties Sligo and Leitrim; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55647/21]

16/11/2021WRY00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
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soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRY00900Health and Safety

16/11/2021WRY01000530. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of inspections that the 
HSE has carried out in hospitality related businesses that operate indoor dining since 26 July 
2021 in order to monitor and enforce compliance with the requirement for EU Digital COVID 
Certificates to be presented and checked by county; the number of compliance notices or for-
mal orders issued to businesses that have been found to be non-compliant with the regulations 
relating the checking of EU Digital COVID Certificates; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55656/21]

16/11/2021WRY01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is continuing to carry out Cov-
id-19 checks, using existing resources and on a risk prioritisation basis. Responsibility for com-
pliance with this legislation rests in the first place with the business operator who must ensure 
that they are aware of their legal obligations and are fulfilling them. This includes the checking 
of EU Digital Covid Certificates across the hospitality sector before patrons enter business 
premises and verifying that the holder in each case is the person to whom the certificate refers. 

HSE designated officers have been continuing to support, educate and encourage businesses 
and the public in the achievement of compliance with this important public health intervention.

The HSE has advised that since the introduction of the indoor dining regulations the follow-
ing compliance checks have been carried out up to 15 November 2021:

13,538 Compliance Checks Undertaken.

Of these 3,297 were not offering indoor dining facilities and a further 1,640 were not trading 
at the time of the visit therefore a total of 8,601 compliance checks were completed. 

Of those 8601 compliance checks-

- 5,975 (70%) were compliant.

- 327 (4%) were non-compliant.

- 2,299 (26%) required additional compliance measures.

In businesses where additional measures were found to be required, HSE designated COs 
continue to actively engage and follow-up with business operators to ensure full compliance.

Where persistent non-compliance is observed, formal enforcement action is initiated by the 
HSE. This has resulted to date in the serving of 21 Directions and 2 Compliance Notices by the 
HSE and the granting of 1 Emergency Cessation Order by the District Court The latter relates 
to a business operator in Galway.

16/11/2021WRY01200Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRY01300531. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of neurology 
nurse specialists that have been recruited for Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, Dublin; 
when he anticipates these positions will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55657/21]
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16/11/2021WRY01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRY01500Hospital Charges

16/11/2021WRY01600532. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the 2018 
HSE review of hospital car parking charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55658/21]

16/11/2021WRY01700533. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider intro-
ducing a car park fee waiver scheme for persons that are required to attend hospitals on a fre-
quent basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55659/21]

16/11/2021WRY01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 532 
and 533 together.

The Programme for Government makes a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum 
daily charge for patients and visitors at all public hospitals, where possible and to introduce 
flexible passes in all public hospitals for patients and their families. I am very aware of the 
financial burden this issue can cause some patients and families. Accordingly, my Department 
and the HSE is giving consideration to how best to ensure this commitment is progressed, in-
cluding consideration of the review submitted to the Department in 2018.

  Question No. 533 answered with Question No. 532.

16/11/2021WRY02000Alcohol Advertising

16/11/2021WRY02100534. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the specific matters of 
concern or interest that have prolonged matters in view of three years consultation and work 
with the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media and the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications and 
the HSE on finalising arrangements for the commencement of section 19 of the Public Health 
Alcohol Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55660/21]

16/11/2021WRY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Engagement with the Broadcasting Au-
thority; the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and the Health 
Service Executive on issues related to compliance and enforcement of section 19 took place  
in 2019. That engagement was suspended throughout 2020 and much of 2021 due to resources 
being diverted to Covid-19 related areas. Work on commencement of the provision has now 
restarted. 

16/11/2021WRY02300Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRY02400535. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if further discussions have 
taken place in respect of the much needed provision of a full-time Covid-19 test centre for 
Drogheda, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55662/21]

16/11/2021WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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16/11/2021WRY02600Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRY02700536. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the view of 
NPHET on the rising infection rate in County Waterford which remains the highest Covid-19 
infection rate in the country for a number of weeks while the county has the highest vaccination 
rate in the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55675/21]

16/11/2021WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRY02900Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRY03000537. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if it is policy to minimise 
transmission of Covid-19 or to achieve a 100% vaccination rate; if it is to minimise transmis-
sion of Covid-19, the reason free antigen testing has been rolled out to only the vaccinated; if 
a policy to minimise transmission should include the roll out of antigen testing for use by all 
persons in a variety of settings similar to the situation across many European Union countries; 
his views on whether the policy of pushing vaccination over the use of antigen testing is failing 
given the high levels of transmission presently within a highly vaccinated society; his plans to 
change or review the current policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55680/21]

16/11/2021WRY03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since the outset of the pandemic, a 
multi layered approach has been adopted. We have relied on a combination of measures includ-
ing physical distancing, mask wearing, hand and respiratory hygiene, robust and responsive 
testing, contact tracing and isolation, and vaccination. This multi-layered approach remains at 
the core of Government policy. 

As the Deputy will be aware, Covid-19 incidence across the country is very high and has 
been increasing at a concerning rate. The numbers of confirmed cases of Covid-19 in hospital 
and ICU also remain high. The latest public health advice from the National Public Health 
Emergency Team described the overall epidemiological situation as concerning and uncertain. 
This advice reiterates the need for the continuation of the full range of current measures to sup-
press transmission levels.

Rapid testing has a role to play as another valuable tool in Ireland’s battle against Covid-19, 
and the Minister for Health has been very clear that he supports its wider use. Since Thursday 
28 October, asymptomatic fully vaccinated close contacts of any person that tested positive for 
Covid-19 can test themselves at home using free antigen tests provided by the HSE. 

Antigen tests are also already in use across a range of appropriate settings and contexts. In 
the health sector, the HSE has deployed antigen tests for use in acute hospital settings, and as 
part of the response to outbreaks in the community The HSE is also operating a pilot antigen 
detection testing programme for staff in a number of Residential Care Facilities for Older Per-
sons across the country. 

The Minister for Health has asked officials in his Department to investigate potential op-
tions for the wider supply of antigen tests across the community. It is important to note that the 
Rapid Testing Expert Advisory Group has advised the Minister that there should be a cost ef-
fectiveness analysis prior to any recommendation being implemented. 

Rapid antigen testing can play a role as another tool in Ireland’s response to Covid-19, and 
the Department of Health, NPHET and the HSE continue to monitor their potential utility and 
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explore further how they can support the existing testing programme where appropriate.

16/11/2021WRY03200Departmental Expenditure

16/11/2021WRY03300538. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount of the maintenance 
budget for 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021 that was spent on a health centre (details sup-
plied) in Midleton, County Cork in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55681/21]

16/11/2021WRY03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRY03500Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRY03600539. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when funding will be provided 
for a senior dietician in Portlaoise Hospital for an adult insulin pump clinic. [55683/21]

16/11/2021WRY03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRY03800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

16/11/2021WRY03900540. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the action that has been taken 
regarding the provision of medical cannabis to date in 2021 with particular regard to treatment 
of seizures and epilepsy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55684/21]

16/11/2021WRY04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In June 2019, the Minister for Health 
signed legislation to underpin the operation of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme 
(MCAP). This is a 5-year pilot programme, restricted to prescribing of cannabis-based prod-
ucts by medical consultants, for patients with certain medical conditions who have exhausted 
all other available medical treatment options. Those conditions are:

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis

- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy  

- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

On 15 July 2021, The Minister for Health, announced that the MCAP is now open for medi-
cal consultants to make an application for themselves and their patients to be registered for the 
programme.

Registration by consultants and their patients on the Cannabis for Medical Use Register, to 
be operated by the HSE, is required for the prescribing of cannabis-based products under the 
MCAP. 

The HSE will establish and maintain a Register to facilitate the enrolment and recording 
of certain data including patient identifiers (in anonymised format), prescribers enrolled in the 
Programme, as well as prescribed or supplied medical cannabis products.



Questions - Written Answers

258

As the MCAP has been included in the HSE National Service Plan 2021, the operation of 
the programme is a matter for the HSE in the first instance. 

Pending full operation of the MCAP and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licencing route pursuant to Section 14 of the mis-
use of Drugs Avt 1977 to prescribe cannabis-based products for their patients, should they wish 
to do so. In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the granting of a licence for cannabis 
for medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate application being submitted to the 
Department of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for the manage-
ment of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time. 

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
including cannabis treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating 
clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical 
decision-making process.

16/11/2021WRY04100Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRY04200541. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if there has been no official pro-
cess from February 2020 to November 2021 to exempt persons from wearing a face covering 
due to disability, pre-existing medical conditions or having suffered sexual violence; the official 
process in place for a person in these categories to proceed with their daily lives unhindered; 
and the steps that have been taken by his Department to educate persons regarding the needs 
of persons in these categories and to prevent discrimination against them on the basis of face 
coverings they cannot wear. [55685/21]

16/11/2021WRY04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the evidence 
relating to Covid-19, and the decisions necessary to protect everybody living in Ireland from 
its effects is constantly evolving. The public health advice relating to Covid-19, including 
face masks, is kept under continuing review by the National Public Health Emergency Team 
(NPHET), by my department and by the Government. The measures in place and the public 
health advice have been adapted to the changing circumstances and this will continue to be the 
case for the foreseeable future.

The current advice regarding face coverings, including the circumstances in which it is 
mandatory to wear a face covering and who should not wear a face covering is available at: 
www.gov.ie/facecoverings/.  Guidance is also available on the HSE website at Face masks: 
when and how to wear one - HSE.ie

The Deputy may wish to note that a person need not wear a face covering if they have an 
illness or impairment that would make wearing a face covering difficult. Face coverings are not 
recommended for anyone who:

- has trouble breathing

 - is unconscious or incapacitated

- is unable to remove it without help

- has special needs and who may feel upset or very uncomfortable wearing them

- needs to communicate with someone who has learning difficulties, is hard of hearing or 
deaf
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Guidance on type and standard of face mask is available on the HSE website at Types of 
face coverings, masks and visors - HSE.ie

To inform national efforts in response to Covid-19, the Health Information and Quality Au-
thority (HIQA) is developing Health Technology Assessment evidence summaries to answer 
specific research questions posed by the NPHET. HIQA evidence summaries on various topics, 
including on the use of face masks in the community is available at: www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-
publications/health-technology-assessments

My Department and the Government has invested in significant public health campaigns to 
ensure that all members of the community are aware of all public health guidelines relating to 
Covid 19 including face masks.

16/11/2021WRY04400Cannabis for Medicinal Use

16/11/2021WRY04500542. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if he plans to expand the Medi-
cal Cannabis Access Programme to include compassionate access for those who need cannabis 
based oil for medical and clinical purposes; if he plans to expand a wider range of THC-based 
products in the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55686/21]

16/11/2021WRY04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Medical Cannabis Access Pro-
gramme (MCAP) was established as a result of recommendations by the Health Products Regu-
latory Authority in their “Cannabis for Medical User – A Scientific Review”.

The review stated that if the policy decision is to make cannabis available for medical pur-
poses, the HPRA advised that it should recognise patient need, but be evidence based. It was 
advised, that treatment with cannabis be only permitted under a controlled access programme 
for the treatment of patients with the following medical conditions which have failed to respond 
to standard treatments;

- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis;

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy;

- evere, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

Subsequently the Minister for Health established an Expert Reference Group to advise on 
the development of a Medical Cannabis Access Programme. This Group developed detailed 
Clinical Guidelines for the MCAP to be followed by clinicians, which contained inter alia 
guidance on ingredient combinations that are recommended for each of the three indications 
included in the MCAP.

The Department is currently working to commence a new clinical review that will continue 
the work of the previous clinical expert group. This review will seek to build on evidence found 
in the earlier study and will assess if there is new information to support the addition of any 
other clinical indications to the MCAP.

The MCAP is a 5-year pilot programme. The purpose of the programme is to facilitate ac-
cess to acceptable cannabis-based products for medical use that are of a standardised quality 
and which meet the requirements outlined in the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription and Control of 
Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019 (as amended).

There are currently six products assessed by the HPRA for inclusion in Schedule 1 of the 
Regulations, more products are currently being assessed by the HPRA. It is open to any sup-
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plier or producer to apply to the HPRA to have their products assessed for inclusion in the 
programme.

On 19 July, I announced that the MCAP was now open for medical consultants to make an 
application for themselves and their patients to be registered for the programme.

Registration by consultants and their patients on the Cannabis for Medical Use Register, to 
be operated by the HSE, is required for the prescribing of cannabis-based products under the 
MCAP. 

The Misuse Of Drugs (Prescription And Control Of Supply Of Cannabis For Medical Use) 
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 262/2019) defines the cannabis-based product or preparation that can be 
used in the Medical Cannabis Access Programme.

A prospective supplier can apply to the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) to 
have a product considered for inclusion in the Schedule of ‘specified controlled drugs’ in the 
Regulations. As specified controlled drugs will fall under schedule 2 to the Misuse of Drugs 
Regulations 2017. A controlled drugs licence, processed by the HPRA, on behalf of the Minis-
ter, is also required for possession, supply or import of such cannabis products. The onus is on 
suppliers to make an application.

Details on how to apply for a licence to possess, supply or import medical cannabis products 
for use under the Medical Cannabis Access Programme in accordance with the requirements 
for schedule 2 products in the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2017 can be found in the operator 
guidance issued by the HPRA.

16/11/2021WRY04700Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRY04800543. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the details of the proposed 
plans by HSE facilities to demand all accompanying partners attending maternity hospitals to 
provide proof of vaccination; if it is proposed that they not be permitted for the birth of the child 
in circumstances in which they cannot provide proof of vaccination; the legislation under which 
such provisions are made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55694/21]

16/11/2021WRY04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRY05000Departmental Communications

16/11/2021WRY05100544. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a website (details supplied); the relationship between his Department and the website; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55695/21]

16/11/2021WRY05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The website referred to is run by a pri-
vate company, Civil Certificates Limited, with no connection to the Department of Health.

16/11/2021WRY05300Medical Research and Training

16/11/2021WRY05400545. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to offer HSE sponsor-
ship programmes for those studying medicine in Ireland which would contract them to work for 
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the HSE for a specified term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55696/21]

16/11/2021WRY05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRY05600Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRY05700546. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the establishment 
of a vaccine injury compensation fund; when this fund will be made available to assist those 
suffering from adverse effects; the details of the application process; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55699/21]

16/11/2021WRY05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In June 2018, the Government agreed to 
the establishment of the expert group to review the management of clinical negligence claims. 
It was chaired by the High Court judge, Mr. Justice Charles Meenan. The expert group exam-
ined the system from the perspective of the person who has made the claim to explore if there 
is a better way to deal effectively, yet more sensitively, with certain cases.

Mr. Justice Meenan submitted the final report on the current system for managing clinical 
negligence claims to the then Minister for Health and Minister for Justice in January 2020, 
prior to the onset of the Covid pandemic. The Government subsequently published the Meenan 
report in December 2020. One of the report’s recommendations is that a compensation scheme 
be established.

On foot of a request from my Department, the Health Research Board, HRB, carried out 
an evidence review on the vaccine injury redress programme in other jurisdictions, which was 
completed in March 2019. The expert group’s report, in addition to the HRB’s evidence review, 
and consultation with other Departments and relevant State agencies will inform the develop-
ment of proposals regarding the establishment of a compensation scheme, including the need 
for primary legislation, and work to advance policy development in this regard is under way in 
the Department.

16/11/2021WRZ00200Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRZ00300547. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when persons with underly-
ing conditions such as type 1 diabetes will be eligible to get a Covid-19 booster vaccine; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55702/21]

16/11/2021WRZ00400548. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the scheduling of booster vaccines for persons with diabetes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55708/21]

16/11/2021WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 547 
and 548 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The NIAC makes recommendations on vaccination policy 
to my Department based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international 
best practices in relation to immunisation.

More than 7.6 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine have now been administered since the 
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programme began in December last year.  As the first phase of vaccination nears completion, 
the NIAC has been examining evidence regarding booster vaccines.

The NIAC has recommended that a booster dose of an mRNA vaccine (irrespective of 
whether the primary vaccination course was of an mRNA or adenoviral vector) be offered to 
those aged 60 years and older and healthcare workers. The booster dose should be given after 
an interval of six months (or at least five months) following the last dose of any authorised CO-
VID-19 vaccine. I have accepted this advice and the HSE has made the necessary arrangements 
to operationalise these recommendations with the booster rollout now underway.

The NIAC has also recommended an additional mRNA dose should be given to those aged 
12 years and older with immunocompromise associated with a suboptimal response to vaccina-
tion who have completed their primary vaccination course. The third dose of an mRNA vac-
cine should be given a minimum of two months after the last dose of the primary vaccination 
schedule.

You can view the NIAC recommendations regarding those with immunocompromise as-
sociated with a suboptimal response at the below link.  rcpi-live-cdn.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Recommendations-re-additional-COVID-19-vaccine-dose-for-those-
with-Immunocompromise-FINAL-30082021.pdf

The NIAC continues to examine emerging evidence regarding booster vaccines for those 
with waning immunity and reduced effectiveness in other groups, such as those with co-mor-
bidities (under 60 years of age) and will make further recommendations if required.

  Question No. 548 answered with Question No. 547.

16/11/2021WRZ00700Primary Care Centres

16/11/2021WRZ00800549. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the planned development and refurbishment of the former Monasterevin day care centre as 
a health care centre including the timeframes for completion; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55710/21]

16/11/2021WRZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Work is continuing on the preparation 
of tender documents for this project and all statutory approvals including, Planning Permission, 
the Fire Safety Certificate (FSC) and Disability Access Certificate (DAC) have been received. 
Tender documents are expected to issue in Q1 2022, followed by an 18-month construction 
programme with completion anticipated for 2023. Once it is finished the day care centre will be 
a permanent location for both an Older Persons Day Service and a Primary Care Service in the 
town of Monasterevin. 

All capital development proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, in 
line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, planning, design and procure-
ment before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be established.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages. The final decision to proceed with the construction of a 
project cannot be made until the tender process has been completed and the costings reviewed 
to ensure that the proposal delivers value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient 
funding is available to fund the project to completion, including equipping and commissioning 
costs.  
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16/11/2021WRZ01000Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRZ01100550. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to open an ad-
ditional Covid-19 test centre in Galway which would be located in the city centre and would 
operate seven days a week in order to facilitate increased and more timely testing for Covid-19; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55716/21]

16/11/2021WRZ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ01300Abortion Services

16/11/2021WRZ01400551. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the dates of 
termination of pregnancy services carried out in Limerick Maternity Hospital in the past two 
months. [55717/21]

16/11/2021WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under section 20 (1) of the Health (Reg-
ulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a notification of each termination of pregnancy 
carried out under the legislation must be notified to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it 
being carried out.    

The notifications are recorded on the form entitled “Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (Notifications) Regulations 2018” (Statutory Instrument No. 597 of 
2018). The following information is included in the form:  

- Medical Council registration number of the medical practitioner who carried out the ter-
mination of pregnancy;  

- The section of the Act under which the termination was carried out, i.e., section 9, 10, 11 
or 12;  

- Medical Council registration number(s) of the medical practitioner(s) who made the cer-
tification concerned;  

- The county of residence, or place of residence (where the woman resides outside of the 
State) of the woman concerned;  

- The date on which the termination of pregnancy was carried out.  

No other information is notified to the Minister. This includes information on the number 
of terminations of pregnancy carried out by each hospital providing the service in a given time 
period.

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 - Annual Report on Noti-
fications 2020 was published on 29 June 2021, and is available on the Department of Health 
website. 

16/11/2021WRZ01600Disability Services

16/11/2021WRZ01700552. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
progressing disability teams; the services they provide; the number of persons on each wait-
ing list by service by CHO area in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[55718/21]

16/11/2021WRZ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ01900Disability Services

16/11/2021WRZ02000553. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if the post of manger for the dis-
ability team CDNT 4 in a location (details supplied) has been filled; the length of time this posi-
tion has or had been vacant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55719/21]

16/11/2021WRZ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ02200Disability Services

16/11/2021WRZ02300554. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if the post for interim manager 
CDNT 4 Central Remedial Clinic in Clondalkin has been filled; the length of time this position 
has or had been vacant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55720/21]

16/11/2021WRZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ02500Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRZ02600555. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the action that is being 
taken to increase the number of neurology nurse specialists at Cork University Hospital; if an 
additional 100 extra neurology nurse specialists will be provided across Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55725/21]

16/11/2021WRZ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ02800Medicinal Products

16/11/2021WRZ02900556. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the drug Epidiolex will be 
available on the drug reimbursement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55728/21]

16/11/2021WRZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRZ03100Departmental Meetings
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16/11/2021WRZ03200557. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
an organisation (details supplied); if he will meet with those working with same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55733/21]

16/11/2021WRZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are a range of services in place 
to protect individuals and families from excessive costs for their medical and surgical needs. 

The Health Service Executive (HSE) provides a wide range of medical and surgical aids and 
appliances free of charge to eligible persons following assessment by a relevant health profes-
sional. These aids and appliances are provided by the HSE through community services known 
as Community Funded Schemes. Each application within a Community Health Organisation for 
eligible persons is assessed by the local Resource Allocation Group and a determination is made 
regarding approval based on priority and the funding available. At times, due to the demand for 
resources exceeding the available capacity, waiting lists may apply for some categories of items 
provided through the medical and surgical aids and appliances budget in a particular Commu-
nity Health Organisation. A HSE Primary Care led National Service Improvement Programme 
has the aim of improving the equity of access, value for money, and functional processes of the 
Community Funded Schemes through the establishment of national guidelines for the provision 
of medical and surgical aids and appliances. As the situation involving the Covid-19 pandemic 
improves, this Programme will gather pace.

The Long Term Illness Scheme, established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as 
amended), allows patients to receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances 
directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. The conditions covered by the 
scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 
16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mel-
litus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and 
conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. 

Under the Drugs Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €114 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be eligible for a medical card. In accordance with the 
provisions of the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined 
by the HSE. In certain circumstances the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical 
card, even though an applicant exceeds the income guidelines, where he or she faces difficult 
financial circumstances, such as extra costs arising from illness. The HSE afford applicants the 
opportunity to furnish supporting documentation to determine whether undue hardship exists 
and to fully take account of all relevant circumstances that may benefit them in assessment, in-
cluding medical evidence of costs and certain expenses. In circumstances where an applicant is 
still over the income limit for a medical card, they are then assessed for a GP visit card, which 
entitles the applicant to GP visits without charge. Further information regarding these schemes 
is available at www2.hse.ie/costs-schemes-allowances/ 

Individuals may also be entitled to claim tax relief on the cost of medical expenses. This 
includes medicines prescribed by a doctor, dentist, or consultant. Relief is at the standard tax 
rate of 20%. Details on how to claim are at www.revenue.ie.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medi-
cines under the community drugs schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Sup-
ply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  Reimbursement for medicines under the community drugs 
schemes is for licenced indications which have been granted market authorisation by the Eu-
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ropean Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) in Ireland. In 
making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have regard 
to a number of criteria including efficacy, the health needs of the public, cost effectiveness and 
potential or actual budget impact. 

In May 2019 the drug Ataluren (Translarna®) indicated for the treatment of Duchenne mus-
cular dystrophy resulting from a nonsense mutation in the dystrophin gene, in ambulatory pa-
tients aged 5 and older was approved by the HPRA under the high tech arrangement and is 
therefore included in the listing of reimbursable items. It is important to note that the medical 
decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a deci-
sion for the treating clinician, in consultation with their patient. I, as the Minister for Health, 
have no role in this clinical decision-making process and Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 
2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal 
service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

Finally, while I make every effort to meet with as many stakeholders as possible, it is not 
always possible to commit to every meeting request. However, it is a normal and productive 
practice for my officials to meet with interest groups on my behalf and I would suggest that the 
organisation in question submit a formal meeting request to my office.

16/11/2021WRZ03400Nursing Homes

16/11/2021WRZ03500558. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the impact the new legislation en-
acted recently will have on a fair deal scheme applicant who has been approved for the scheme 
but before they take up a bed in a nursing home their main primary residence is sold by their 
spouse; if the proceeds from the sale of the primary residence is not considered cash assets but 
rather is determined in a similar way as prior to the sale and the fair deal contribution will be 
capped at 7.5% of the value of the house for three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55734/21]

16/11/2021WRZ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Home Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as ‘Fair Deal’, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. The primary legislation underpin-
ning the NHSS is the Nursing Home Support Scheme Act 2009. Participants in the NHSS con-
tribute to the cost of their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the 
cost. The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable 
for everyone, and that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

Within the NHSS, the asset value of a resident’s home, known in the Scheme as the “prin-
cipal residence”, is assessed for 3 years, with 7.5% of its value going towards the cost of care 
(3.75% in the case of a couple). After 3 years on the scheme, the value of this property is no 
longer assessed. In practice, this generally reduces the nursing home fees of those maintaining 
their home, from year four onwards. However, under previous rules, if it was sold, the resulting 
cash asset was assessable in full for the entire length of stay in care. This could act as a disincen-
tive for those who might otherwise consider selling their homes. The 2021 Act now extends the 
3-year cap to cover the proceeds of sale, so that a person will be able to sell their home without 
incurring additional fees from the fourth year onwards.

Under Schedule 1, Part 3, Section 10C of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009 as 
amended, the 3-year cap on the proceeds of sale only applies where the sale takes place after the 
person in care begins receiving long-term residential care services or transitional care services.  
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16/11/2021WRZ03700Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRZ03800559. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of liaison psychiatry 
hospital teams; the location of each team; the number of staff per team; if they are operating at 
full staff capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55736/21]

16/11/2021WRZ03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ04000Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRZ04100560. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop an outpatient 
national advocacy service for mental health; the estimated cost of establishing an outpatient 
national advocacy service for mental health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55737/21]

16/11/2021WRZ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Department 
and HSE National Mental Health Services are fully committed to ensuring that people using our 
mental health services have all necessary supports and that their voices are heard when deci-
sions are being made about their treatment. 

Recommendation 92 of our national mental health policy, Sharing the Vision, states that “a 
range of advocacy supports including both peer and representative advocacy should be avail-
able as a right for all individuals involved with the mental health services”.

As the Deputy will be aware, a General Scheme to amend the Mental Health Act 2001 was 
approved by Government on 13 July 2021. The General Scheme is primarily based on the 165 
recommendations of a 2015 Expert Group Review of the Act, as well as the results of a 2021 
public consultation, extensive consultation with key stakeholders such as the Mental Health 
Commission and HSE. The General Scheme takes account of domestic legislative changes, 
including the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 and the Mental Health (Amend-
ment) Act 2018, and Ireland’s international obligations, including the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights.

The Department of Health will work with the Office of the Attorney General to prepare 
the final Bill in line with the General Scheme. Pre-legislative scrutiny of the Bill by the Sub-
Committee on Mental Health commenced on 2nd November 2021.

The Department has included a statutory right to engage an advocate under numerous heads 
of the General Scheme, including a definition of advocate under Section 2, information on ad-
vocacy to be provided to people in approved inpatient facilities under Section 16, 79 and 91, 
access to an advocate during a review board under Section 16B, during inquiries carried out by 
the Inspector under Section 55, or when making decisions about treatment under Sections 56 
and 104. 

The HSE currently provides some advocacy supports, including a Peer Advocacy Service in 
mental health which costs approximately €800,000 per annum. This service is concentrated on 
inpatient services and is delivered by an external agency on behalf of the HSE. 

The HSE has estimated that the cost of extending a minimal advocacy service to all adult 
mental health community services, as well as inpatient units, would cost in the region of an ad-
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ditional €600,000, depending on the model used.

In addition to adult advocacy services, HSE National Mental Health Services currently pro-
vide an advocacy service through an external provider for young people and their families us-
ing Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). Currently the CAMHS advocacy 
service is provided in two of our inpatient units at a cost of €80,000 per annum. This cost also 
covers some community advocacy in CHO2. To provide a baseline national CAMHS Advocacy 
service for both inpatient and community child and adolescent mental health services would 
cost approximately €240,000 per annum.

Therefore, based on the above, the full estimated cost of providing a National Advocacy 
Service for both adult and child mental health services would be in the region of €1.64 million 
per annum. It is important to note that this is a broad estimate and all expanded or new services 
would be subject to current contract arrangements, procurement rules and HSE National Finan-
cial Regulations.

The National Advocacy Service for People with Disabilities (NAS) provides a free, con-
fidential service to people with mental health difficulties, particularly people with complex 
needs. NAS is funded and supported by the Citizens Information Board, which has a mandate 
under the Citizens Information Act 2007 and the Comhairle Act 2000 to provide advocacy for 
persons with disabilities. 

Sage Advocacy also provides some advocacy support to people with mental health difficul-
ties, particularly older people, in their role in supporting and enabling vulnerable adults and 
older people to make their voices heard in their healthcare decisions.

Access to advocacy supports forms part of Sharing the Vision, our national mental health 
policy, and the right to consult an advocate will be included in the updated Mental Health Act. 
While advocacy supports are currently available through the HSE and other actors, such as 
Sage Advocacy and the NAS, the Department recognises that services will need to expand in 
order to reach all people accessing mental health services, be that on an inpatient or outpatient 
basis. Discussions on how advocacy supports for people accessing outpatient mental health 
services will continue in the context of the implementation of Sharing the Vision. 

16/11/2021WRZ04300Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRZ04400561. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the €7.65 million 
of revenue funding and €6 million of once-off funding allocated to purchasing additional capac-
ity for mental health services; the amount spent to date; the breakdown of services provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55738/21]

16/11/2021WRZ04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRZ04600Abortion Services

16/11/2021WRZ04700562. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will commit to fulfilling the 
three year review of abortion legislation by 1 January 2022 as set out under section 7 of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; the length of time he plans to leave 
open the period of public consultation during this process; his views on whether this period will 
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be sufficient time to receive and reflect upon submissions adequately before the full report is 
submitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55745/21]

16/11/2021WRZ04800612. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the details of the review of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 which is due to take not later than 
three years after its commencement under section 7 of the Act; the format the review will take; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55958/21]

16/11/2021WRZ04900630. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the person appointed as the inde-
pendent expert to lead the abortion legislation review; when consultation with service users and 
providers will begin; when public consultation will begin; if the review will be completed by 1 
January 2022 as per section 7 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56032/21]

16/11/2021WRZ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 562, 
612 and 630 together.

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 
December 2018 and commenced on 1 January 2019. Under the section 7 of Act, a review of the 
operation of the Act must be initiated within three years of the commencement of the Act, i.e., 
before January 2022.   

The review of the operation of the Act is being progressed this year, in line with statutory 
and Government commitments, and will conclude in 2022.   

The Minister has previously stated that an independent Chair will be appointed to lead the 
review, which will comprise a three-part approach to appraise the operation of the Act, with 
strands focusing on service users, service providers and a public consultation. Independent 
research commissioned to inform the service user and service provider strands will form key 
elements of the review. An opportunity will be provided for interested groups, organisations 
and members of the public to provide their views to inform the review.   

Upon completion of the review, a full report with any necessary recommendations, will be 
submitted to the Minister for consideration

16/11/2021WRZ05100Self-Harm Prevention

16/11/2021WRZ05200563. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the counties in which the 
HSE operates its Self-Harm Intervention Programme. [55757/21]

16/11/2021WRZ05300564. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of staff em-
ployed by the HSE nationally to deliver the Self-Harm Intervention Programme. [55758/21]

16/11/2021WRZ05400565. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals 
in each CHO to the Self-Harm Intervention Programme in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021. 
[55759/21]

16/11/2021WRZ05500566. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the total operational costs 
associated with the HSE Self-Harm Intervention Programme in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, 
including the cost per treatment session. [55760/21]

16/11/2021WRZ05600567. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of waiting 
times in each CHO for the Self-Harm Intervention Programme in 2019, 2020 and to date in 
2021. [55761/21]
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16/11/2021WRZ05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 563 to 567, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 564 answered with Question No. 563.

  Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 563.

  Question No. 566 answered with Question No. 563.

  Question No. 567 answered with Question No. 563.

16/11/2021WRAA00300Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRAA00400568. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason for the continuing 
absence of cardiac rehabilitation in Nenagh General Hospital that was suspended due to Co-
vid-19 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55762/21]

16/11/2021WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRAA00600Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRAA00700569. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to counterfeit Irish vaccine passports being sold and distributed; the steps he is taking to address 
this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55763/21]

16/11/2021WRAA00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This matter is currently being investi-
gated by the Department of Health and the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer 
and officials are awaiting material from An Garda Siochana to determine if such certificates 
exist so we determine how any such certificate was issued and signed.

Under SI 318/2020 the European Union (EU Digital Covid Certificates) Regulations 2021, 
it is an offence to forge, fraudulently alter, assist in forging or fraudulently altering or procuring 
any  document where such document is used or intended to be used as if it was an EU Digital 
Covid Certificate. A person who commits an offence is liable on summary conviction in the case 
of a first such offence, to a fine not exceeding €4,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
one month or both with further penalties for second, third and subsequent offences. 

There have been a small number of fraudulent certificates issued in other Member States 
and Ireland are working with the European Commission and other Member States to coordinate 
at an EU level to improve invalidation and revocation systems to be able to react to any such 
cases in a timely way.

16/11/2021WRAA00900Health Services

16/11/2021WRAA01000570. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of places for oral 
immunotherapy for children; the locations of each facility in which the treatment is dispensed; 
his plans to expand the number of places for children; the location in which treatment is dis-
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pensed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55768/21]

16/11/2021WRAA01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA01200Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRAA01300571. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time con-
sultant ophthalmologist attached to St. James’s Hospital in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55769/21]

16/11/2021WRAA01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRAA01500Disability Services

16/11/2021WRAA01600572. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in CHO 9 in 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55770/21]

16/11/2021WRAA01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA01800Hospital Admissions

16/11/2021WRAA01900573. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients that 
visited the gastroenterology outpatients clinic in Beaumont Hospital in 2018, 2019, 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55771/21]

16/11/2021WRAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA02100Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRAA02200574. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent oncological dieticians operating in the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group in 2019, 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; the area of operation of each; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55772/21]

16/11/2021WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRAA02400Health Services Staff

16/11/2021WRAA02500575. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent clinical nurse specialist in paediatric neurodevelopment employed by the HSE in 
2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; the hospitals in which these clinical nurse spe-
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cialists are located; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55773/21]

16/11/2021WRAA02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA02700Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRAA02800576. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels at the car-
diac services division of Cork University Hospital in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55774/21]

16/11/2021WRAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA03000Hospital Facilities

16/11/2021WRAA03100577. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the capital expenditure proj-
ects planned for Wexford General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55775/21]

16/11/2021WRAA03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

16/11/2021WRAA03300Health Services

16/11/2021WRAA03400578. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
availed of each antenatal and maternity clinic in County Leitrim in 2020 and to date in 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55776/21]

16/11/2021WRAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRAA03600Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRAA03700579. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the full year cost of increasing 
the opening hours at the urgent care centre at Children’s Health Ireland. Connolly from 9am to 
5pm Monday to Friday to 8am to 9pm seven days per week; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55777/21]

16/11/2021WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA03900Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRAA04000580. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the full year cost of recruiting 
12 additional full-time ICU nurses for St. Vincent’s University Hospital; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [55778/21]

16/11/2021WRAA04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA04200Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRAA04300581. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time con-
sultant rheumatologist attached to Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan in each of the past three years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55779/21]

16/11/2021WRAA04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA04500Hospital Waiting Lists

16/11/2021WRAA04600582. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing to see a consultant paediatric maxillofacial surgeon at South Infirmary Victoria University 
Hospital; the average waiting times to see the consultant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55780/21]

16/11/2021WRAA04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last twenty months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack. 
While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, the 
surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021 and the associated curtailment of acute hos-
pital services, coupled with the ransomware attack of May 2021, has impacted waiting times.

My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) are focusing 
on improving access to elective care in order to reduce waiting times for patients. These plans 
include increased use of private hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospi-
tals, funding “see and treat” services where minor procedures are provided at the same time as 
outpatient consultations, providing virtual clinics and increasing capacity in the public hospital 
system.

On the 7th October I published the Acute Waiting List Action Plan. This plan, to run until 
December 2021, has a series of targeted measures that are designed to address the growth in 
waiting lists caused by Covid-19 and the cyber-attack.

In addition, my Department, the HSE and the NTPF are also working on a Multi Annual 
Waiting List Plan to bring waiting lists in line with Sláintecare targets over the coming years. 
This process will be overseen by a Ministerial Taskforce, chaired by the Secretary General of 
my Department and includes representatives from the HSE and National Treatment Purchase 
Fund. The plan will be informed by the lessons learned from the successful Vaccine Taskforce.   

For 2022 an additional allocation of €250 million, comprised of €200 million to the HSE 
and €50 million to the National Treatment Purchase Fund has been provided in respect of 
work to reduce hospital and community waiting lists. The €250 million will be used to fund 
additional activity in both the public and private sectors. The €50 million additional funding 
provided to the NTPF brings its total allocation for 2022 to €150 million, and as a consequence 
there will be a budget of €350 million available to support vital initiatives to improve access to 
acute hospitals and community health services.
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Details regarding the the number of persons waiting to see a consultant paediatric maxillo-
facial surgeon at South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital are set out in the link.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq582-16-11-21_en.xlsx”>Waiting Times</a>]

The NTPF has advised that the health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate 
average wait times. In particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received 
their care is not collected. The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and 
the average time that these patients have been waiting is provided here. 

16/11/2021WRAA04800Disability Services

16/11/2021WRAA04900583. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies by job 
title in the children’s disability network teams in CHO1; the estimated full year cost of filling 
each of the vacancies in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55781/21]

16/11/2021WRAA05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA05100Dental Services 

16/11/2021WRAA05200584. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE dental 
surgeon positions in County Cavan; the number of vacancies in County Cavan for same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55782/21]

16/11/2021WRAA05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRAA05400Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRAA05500585. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent registrars in vascular surgery in Roscommon University Hospital in 2019, 2020 and 
to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55783/21]

16/11/2021WRAA05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Saolta Hospital Group advise that the 
number of whole-time equivalent registrars in vascular surgery in Roscommon University Hos-
pital in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, is as follows:

RUH 2019 2020 2021
No of Vascular Registrars 0 0 1 (since July 2021)

16/11/2021WRAA05700Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRAA05800586. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
who have been of the waiting list for CAMHS services at the end of each year from 2016 to 
2020, in each county, in tabular form. [55805/21]

16/11/2021WRAA05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRBB00200Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRBB00300587. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
that are awaiting access to child and adolescent mental health services, CAMHS, as of October 
2021 in County Clare; and the length of time they have been waiting in three month intervals 
in tabular form.  [55806/21]

16/11/2021WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible. 

16/11/2021WRBB00500Disabilities Assessments

16/11/2021WRBB00600588. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the status of the assessment of 
need for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55807/21]

16/11/2021WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

  Question No. 589 answered with Question No. 494.

16/11/2021WRBB00900Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WRBB01000590. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is unable to get an appointment for their child to see a dietician; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55810/21]

16/11/2021WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRBB01200Health Services Staff

16/11/2021WRBB01300591. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
shortage of neurology nurses nationwide; the position in relation to University Hospital Wa-
terford and University Hospital Limerick for same; the efforts being made to provide for the 
required number of neurology nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55813/21]

16/11/2021WRBB01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRBB01500Health Services Staff

16/11/2021WRBB01600592. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a campaign (details supplied) to extend the list of x-ray referrers to include registered physio-
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therapists and to create the grade of advanced practice physiotherapists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55815/21]

16/11/2021WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Council Directive 2013/59/EURATOM 
(the BSSD), insofar as it relates to the designation of referrers, was fully transposed by the 
European Union (Basic Safety Standards for Protection Against Dangers Arising from Medical 
Exposure to Ionising Radiation) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 256 of 2018).

These regulations designate those who may refer for radiological tests; nurses, doctors, 
dentists and radiographers are designated as appropriate. It should be noted that not all statu-
torily regulated professions are designated for the purposes of the BSSD. Physiotherapists are 
not designated in the regulations and were not designated as referrers (prescribers) under the 
previous regulations.  

The requirement for physiotherapists to order x-rays needs to be determined in the context 
of the new models of healthcare envisaged under Sláintecare.  If a requirement is established in 
the future then legislation changes supported by a clinical professional position, development 
of relevant education and competency standards of practice will also be required.

  HSCP Deliver, A HSCP Strategic Guidance Framework for Health and Social Care Pro-
fessions 21-2026 (National Health and Social Care Professionals Office, HSE 2021), launched 
by the HSE Chief Clinical Officer, Dr Colm Henry, includes commitments regarding progress-
ing advanced practice for Health and Social Care Professionals.  Officials in my Department 
are engaging with the HSE National Office for Health and Social Care Professionals in relation 
to HSCP Deliver and issues regarding developing advance practice for Health and Social Care 
Professionals to ensure that the introduction of new models of healthcare are planned and man-
aged effectively to meet future healthcare need.  

The HSE Integrated Care Lead and National Health and Social Care Professionals Office are 
committed to working in partnership with all stakeholders to progress advanced practice includ-
ing patients/service users, other clinical colleagues including medical, nursing & midwifery 
and other health care professionals, Professional bodies, HSE and the Department of Health.

In relation to creating the grade of advanced practice physiotherapist, the Minister considers 
all new grades proposed by the HSE.  To date the proposal for advanced practice physiothera-
pist has not been submitted to the Department for consideration. The HSE has a robust internal 
process which screens all potential new grades ensuring that they fit with Sláintecare reforms 
and that they are remunerated in line with their complexity and scope and represent interna-
tional best practice

  Question No. 593 answered with Question No. 511.

16/11/2021WRBB01900Medical Cards

16/11/2021WRBB02000594. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card 
has been denied to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55823/21]

16/11/2021WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 595 answered with Question No. 511.
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16/11/2021WRBB02300Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRBB02400596. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if required fund-
ing to staff the new cath lab at University Hospital Waterford which was assured on completion 
will be provided; when the recruitment process to enable a 24-7 PPCI service to be implement-
ed at the hospital will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55841/21]

16/11/2021WRBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRBB02600Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRBB02700597. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details 
of the initiative has been taken to increase the level of the HPV vaccine take up among older 
teenagers that did not or could not avail of the school based immunisation programme when in 
first year in school; if consideration has been given to a free or low cost vaccination drive to en-
courage girls that would have been due to have their HPV injections in the years 2015, 2016 or 
2017 when the take-up dipped below the 80% annually before those years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55864/21]

16/11/2021WRBB02800599. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if there has been costings 
prepared in relation to the possibility of a vaccination programme for the cohort of school going 
of girls who missed their HPV school based vaccination appointment during the previous years 
of the programme, given that the cost of having the vaccine administered from the person’s 
doctor can be a deterrent to be vaccinated, which is at odds with the aims of the programme to 
eliminate the virus among the population. [55866/21]

16/11/2021WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 597 
and 599 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC continues 
to revise recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep 
abreast of changes in the patterns of disease. Therefore, the immunisation schedule will con-
tinue to be amended over time.In 2009, the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) 
vaccination for all 12 to 13 year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when 
they are adults. In September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all 
girls in first year of secondary school.In June 2017, on foot of the NIAC’s recommendation that 
the HPV vaccine should also be given to boys, my Department asked the Health Information 
and Quality Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish 
the clinical and cost-effectiveness of extending the immunisation programme to include boys 
in the first year of secondary school.The HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recom-
mending that the HPV immunisation programme be extended to include boys. A policy decision 
was made to extend the HPV immunisation programme to include boys, starting in September 
2019, with the introduction of a 9-valent HPV vaccine.  The ages at which vaccines are recom-
mended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by the NIAC in order to give each child the 
best possible protection against vaccine preventable diseases. As the HPV vaccine is preven-
tative it is intended to be administered, if possible, before a person becomes sexually active, 
that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.  Therefore, the gender-neutral HPV 
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vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first year of secondary school to provide 
maximum coverage. All vaccines administered through the School Immunisation Programme 
are provided free of charge.  My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recom-
mendations on any emerging evidence on this issue in the future.  Anyone not in 1st year of 
secondary school or age equivalent in special schools or home schooled during the 2020/2021 
school year who wishes to get the HPV vaccine, must go to their GP or sexual health clinic and 
pay privately for the vaccine and its administration. This applies to everyone whether or not 
they have a medical card/GP visit card, as it is outside of the HPV immunisation programme.

My Department has asked the National Immunisation Advisory Committee to consider the 
clinical effectiveness of providing the HPV vaccine to:

- girls and boys in secondary school who were eligible to receive HPV vaccine in 1st year 
but who did not receive it; and

- women up to the age of 25 years who have left secondary school and who did not receive 
the vaccine when eligible.

If NIAC conclude that there is sufficient evidence to support providing the HPV vaccine to 
one or both groups, HIQA will undertake a cost-effectiveness assessment on that basis. 

16/11/2021WRBB03000Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRBB03100598. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the regional take up of the 
HPV vaccination programme for each year since it first rolled out for schoolgoing girls and later 
boys by percentage and numbers.  [55865/21]

16/11/2021WRBB03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 599 answered with Question No. 597.

16/11/2021WRBB03400Work Permits

16/11/2021WRBB03500600. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he was consulted by the De-
partment of Enterprise, Trade and Employment in relation to the recent expansion of work per-
mits, the feedback provided in relation to permit requirements and salary rates in the healthcare 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55869/21]

16/11/2021WRBB03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The employment permits system is op-
erated by the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment and is designed to facilitate 
the entry of appropriately skilled non-EEA nationals to fill skills and or labour shortages.  The 
system is managed through the operation of the Critical Skills and Ineligible Occupations Lists 
which determine employments that are either in high demand or are ineligible for an employ-
ment permit where there is a surplus of those skills in the domestic and EEA labour market.

As part of the most recent review of the occupations lists, officials from my Department 
engaged in discussions with officials from the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment 
in respect of submissions received relating to the health sector. The submissions received from 
the home care sector were considered by the Department of Health, Department of Enterprise 
Trade and Employment and the Interdepartmental Group for Economic Migration Policy in the 
context of this review.
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The results of this review w ere announced on 28 October 2021. The review did not recom-
mend removal of the occupation of care worker/home carers from the Ineligible Occupations 
List as the evidence suggested that the contracts of employment on offer and employment terms 
and conditions being offered are significant factors in the recruitment challenges faced by the 
sector, rather than a demonstrable labour market shortage. It was not considered appropriate to 
make any changes to the eligibility for employment permits for home carers on this occasion as 
there was insufficient evidence that the issue is not one of terms and conditions.

The sector has also previously been advised that a more systematic and structured engage-
ment with the Department of Social Protection needs to be demonstrated. The next Occupation-
al Lists Review will open in the coming months and submissions from sectors will be invited 
through a public consultation by the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment.

16/11/2021WRBB03700Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRBB03800601. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health his plans to assist public and 
private healthcare providers to address the serious staff shortages that are impacting on care 
standards in hospitals, nursing homes and in homecare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55870/21]

16/11/2021WRBB03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 pandemic brought a 
range of serious challenges to our health service and health service workforce. To continue to 
meet the ongoing demands caused by the pandemic, and to provide the necessary resources 
for the longer-term health care requirements of our population, the health sector workforce 
is expanding. In 2021 year-to-date, the workforce has increased by 3.5% from last year, with 
an additional 4,462 WTE recruited. The health sector now has a total of 130,636 WTE as of 
September 2021. The year-to-date WTE growth in 2021 is the second largest increase since the 
foundation of the HSE, with the increases in 2020 being the largest.

Budgets 2021 and 2022 have provided significant amounts of funding for a large-scale per-
manent expansion of the health service workforce. From the current position, of 130,636 WTE 
funding has been provided to increase the workforce by approximately 10,855 WTE, equating 
to an increase of 8%.

The Programme for Government (2020) commits to the introduction of “a statutory scheme 
to support people to live in their own homes, which will provide equitable access to high-qual-
ity, regulated home care.” The Department is in the process of developing a statutory scheme 
for the financing and regulation of home-support. The new scheme will provide equitable and 
transparent access to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs.   

In parallel with this, the Department has committed to establishing a Cross Departmental 
Strategic Workforce Advisory Group. The role of the group will be to facilitate the views of 
stakeholders and examine the evidence regarding the skills and labour market shortage, in home 
support and nursing homes. Potential areas to be considered include recruitment, retention, 
skills development, and sustainable employment of home care workers into the future.

16/11/2021WRBB04000Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRBB04100602. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of incidences of 
persons in mandatory hotel quarantine accessing the services of health professionals during 
their stay in hotel quarantine; if any of same were admitted to hospital; if any were referred to a 
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health service for illnesses other than Covid-19; the supports that were made available to them 
by the health service in response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55871/21]

16/11/2021WRBB04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory Hotel Quarantine (MHQ) 
was introduced in March 2021 as one element of Ireland’s public health measures to combat the 
transmission of COVID-19. I announced the removal of all remaining States from the List of 
Designated States for Mandatory Hotel Quarantine on Saturday, 25 September 2021.

Whilst the system of Mandatory Hotel Quarantine was operational, a total of 10,398 people 
entered Mandatory Hotel Quarantine accommodation. At its peak, 8 hotels were in use, and the 
busiest day was on 9 May 2021 when 1,008 persons were in accommodation. The last residents 
to leave accommodation departed on 26 September.

All guests undergoing mandatory quarantine in a designated facility were provided with 
access to a 24/7 on-site healthcare team, who provided daily well-being check-in calls as well 
as direct engagement as requested and required. GP services were available and delivery of pre-
scription medicine arranged where needed. Guests requiring any specific, urgent or emergency 
care which could not be provided in the hotel were referred to an appropriate medical facility 
by the on-site healthcare team.

Medical assistance requiring the attendance of an Ambulance for residents in accommoda-
tion occurred on 45 occasions over the 26 weeks that the system was in operation.

Guests received RT-PCR testing for COVID-19 after entering mandatory hotel quarantine. 
593 positive cases of COVID-19 were detected.

16/11/2021WRBB04300Hospital Facilities

16/11/2021WRBB04400603. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the status of the new oph-
thalmology laboratory for University Hospital Waterford in view of previous announcements 
that the project timeline was to be completed by November 2021; the delivery schedule of the 
project; if the project is still to be delivered within University Hospital Waterford campus; the 
projected final spend; the funding advanced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55913/21]

16/11/2021WRBB04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

16/11/2021WRBB04600Emergency Departments

16/11/2021WRBB04700604. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the number of accident and 
emergency attendances at University Hospital Galway, University Hospital Limerick, Cork 
University Hospital and University Hospital Waterford from 1 October 2021, by week (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55914/21]

16/11/2021WRBB04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRBB04900National Children’s Hospital
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16/11/2021WRBB05000605. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the latest contingencies that 
are now being put in place to protect against further unanticipated cost rises in specified mate-
rials required as part of the national children’s hospital build; the procedures in place to seek 
or specify alternate building solutions or materials in circumstances in which cost savings are 
identified; the person or body charged with such ongoing cost management of the project in 
view of materials price movements; the agreements in place with a company (details supplied) 
in terms of such price movements; the latest delivery timelines to completion being communi-
cated by the builders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55915/21]

16/11/2021WRBB05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the National Paediatric Hospital De-
velopment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and 
equipping the new children’s hospital, I have referred your question to the NPHDB for direct 
reply.

16/11/2021WRBB05200Cancer Research

16/11/2021WRBB05300606. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has carried 
out investigations as to the cause of the high number of deaths from cancer over recent years 
in Newtowncunningham, County Donegal and Cloontagh, Clonmany, County Donegal; and if 
not, if the HSE is planning to do an investigation. [55924/21]

16/11/2021WRBB05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC00200Disability Services

16/11/2021WRCC00300607. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the number of respite 
beds available in the Inishowen peninsula, County Donegal for adults with disabilities; and if 
the HSE plans to increase the bed numbers. [55925/21]

16/11/2021WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC00500Eating Disorders

16/11/2021WRCC00600608. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the funding 
for treatment of eating disorders; if intervention can be provided in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55926/21]

16/11/2021WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC00800Health Services

16/11/2021WRCC00900609. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the reason fibromyalgia is 
not included in the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[55933/21]

16/11/2021WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Fibromyalgia is a condition character-
ized by severe pain, fatigue and stiffness, among many other symptoms. Fibromyalgia can 
be a difficult condition to diagnose because there is no specific test and the symptoms can be 
similar to those of other conditions. Treatment often requires interventions from various medi-
cal specialists for management of symptoms as they arise.  The Long Term Illness Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide.  Under the Scheme, patients receive drugs, 
medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, 
free of charge. There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this 
time. However, a review of the current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing 
hospital and medication charges, will be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintec-
are Implementation Strategy.   In the meantime, for people who are not eligible for the Long 
Term Illness Scheme, there are other arrangements which protect them from excessive medicine 
costs.  Under the Drugs Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €114 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The Scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.  People who can-
not, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves and 
their dependants may be eligible for a medical card. In accordance with the provisions of the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by the HSE.

In certain circumstances the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even 
though an applicant exceeds the income guidelines, where he or she faces difficult financial cir-
cumstances, such as extra costs arising from illness. The HSE afford applicants the opportunity 
to furnish supporting documentation to determine whether undue hardship exists and to fully 
take account of all relevant circumstances that may benefit them in assessment, including medi-
cal evidence of costs and certain expenses.  In circumstances where an applicant is still over the 
income limit for a medical card, they are then assessed for a GP visit card, which entitles the 
applicant to GP visits without charge. Further information is available at www2.hse.ie/costs-
schemes-allowances/ 

16/11/2021WRCC01100National Children’s Hospital

16/11/2021WRCC01200610. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health when he expects to publish 
the report prepared by the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board which outlined the 
progress of the national paediatric hospital project to date including the analysis of the final 
cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55936/21]

16/11/2021WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Paediatric Hospital De-
velopment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and 
equipping the new children’s hospital (NCH). The NPHDB has, at my request, undertaken an 
assessment of the project to determine the implications of any delay(s), and to determine the 
most effective pathway to ensure the timely completion of this critical project.

Since the analysis relates to a live contract, it is commercially sensitive and must remain 
confidential to ensure that the contractual relationships and the project are not adversely affect-
ed. As such, definitive publication and updates on outturn costs cannot be provided. However, 
updates on progress have been shared with key, relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, noting 
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among other things that:  ‘Topping out’ at the main hospital building at Rialto was achieved last 
March, the stone and glazed facade is well advanced and the hospital is expected to be largely 
weathertight before the end of the year, and the main mechanical and electrical plant at base-
ment level is nearing completion, with the primary distribution under construction up the build-
ing. The fit out of the south fingers comprising Outpatients, Cardiology Wards, and Therapies is 
progressing well, and the fit out of the ‘Hot Block’ comprising Emergency Department, Critical 
Care and Theatres is well underway. 

Construction work at the paediatric outpatient and urgent care centre at Tallaght University 
Hospital was also recently substantially completed in line with the contractor’s schedule and 
the facility was open on 15 November 2021, following a period of operational commissioning.

Building on this progress, the NPHDB and the main contractor are working to do everything 
they can in order to complete the project as quickly and efficiently as possible. However, this 
contract is operating in a very dynamic construction environment, one where Brexit and the 
global COVID-19 pandemic have severely impacted supply chains and material lead times. 
The NCH project is not immune to these external risks. However, every effort is being taken 
to mitigate risks, wherever possible. Notwithstanding commercial sensitivities, external risks 
make speculation and definitive forecasting unwise.

16/11/2021WRCC01400Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRCC01500611. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the locations in County Cork that 
will administer booster shots for persons aged 60 to 69 years; and the way in which persons will 
be contacted. [55951/21]

16/11/2021WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 612 answered with Question No. 562.

16/11/2021WRCC01800Health Promotion

16/11/2021WRCC01900613. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to promote an increase in the number of new moth-
ers breastfeeding by increasing support in maternity hospitals and primary care centres through 
access to lactation specialists and public health nurses. [55961/21]

16/11/2021WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): In May 2021 
I announced funding of €1,580,000 to provide for an additional 24 Lactation Consultants across 
hospital and community settings, that are required to ensure timely skilled assistance for moth-
ers who wish to breastfeed. The funding will also support enhanced training, skills and knowl-
edge to frontline staff.

16/11/2021WRCC02100Health Services

16/11/2021WRCC02200614. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of requests by both 
adults and children for transport to hospitals outside the State that were not facilitated in 2018, 
2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [55965/21]
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16/11/2021WRCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC02400Dental Services 

16/11/2021WRCC02500615. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of instances of 
fraud which have been reported, found or otherwise that have come to the attention of his 
Department relating to the dental treatment services scheme, GMS and other such contracts 
in tabular form; the number of investigations into such; the number of repayments made fol-
lowing such investigations; the value of same; the number of prosecutions sought following 
such investigations or allegations; the number of cases which his Department decided not to 
pursue legal action; the reason for each instance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55973/21]

16/11/2021WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC02700Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRCC02800616. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals which 
have yet to institute the agreed overtime rate increase for NCHDs from 1 July 2021 and the 
agreed salary increase from 1 October 2021; the date on which each of these hospitals will 
implement these new rates; if delayed payments will be back paid; the reason for continued 
delays on these rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55975/21]

16/11/2021WRCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this operational matter. I am aware that there have been issues in relation 
to payment at time and a half from 1 July, the agreed rate, in some hospitals and understand that 
these have now been resolved.

16/11/2021WRCC02925Departmental Reports

16/11/2021WRCC02950617. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he has received a copy of a re-
port (details supplied); if he is giving consideration to the findings of the research; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55976/21]

16/11/2021WRCC02975Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The report 
commissioned by the Tallaght Drugs and Alcohol Task Force highlights the problems relating 
to crack cocaine use in Tallaght.    

The report finds that crack cocaine is a multi-dimensional problem that reflects the social 
determinants of drug use in disadvantaged communities, linked to unemployment, poverty and 
social exclusion. It is also an inter-generational issue, as some families and children are caught 
in a cycle of parental drug use, addiction, trauma and hidden harm.  

The Department of Health will shortly announce funding of €1m to increase access to and 
the provision of community-based drug and alcohol services. This funding will support the 
work of drug and alcohol task forces. A proportion of this funding will be allocated to CHO 7 
(which includes Tallaght and south west Dublin).  
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In Budget 2022, I secured an additional €6m for new measures to support the implementa-
tion of the national drugs strategy and strengthen the health-led approach to drug and alcohol 
use, as set out in the Programme for Government.

This includes €0.5m to address high risk drug use, such as crack cocaine and other drugs, 
to expand harm reduction responses both in local communities and as a response to the use of 
stimulant drugs in the night-time economy. A further €0.5m is being provided for measures to 
improve access to community-based services for women and minority groups.

The cocaine harm reduction campaign is a collaboration between the HSE and the Ana 
Liffey Drugs Project. It is important to get the message out to the public about the risks asso-
ciated with drugs like crack cocaine and highlight how these risks are hugely increased when 
combined with alcohol. Complementing this, the HSE raises awareness of the dangers associ-
ated with cocaine and crack cocaine through the Drugs.ie website

I believe that problem of drug use in Tallaght requires an inter-agency response, involving 
An Garda Síochána, the education and youth services, the HSE, local development agencies 
and community organisations.  I am providing dedicated funding in 2022 to the HSE to expand 
harm reduction responses to high risk drug use, such as crack cocaine, at national level and in 
local communities. I would encourage the Tallaght Drugs and Alcohol Task Force to engage 
with the HSE on this initiative. 

16/11/2021WRCC03000Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRCC03100618. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the standard HSE protocol 
on advice for persons who have been provided with a second PCR test after the first is deemed 
inconclusive, if the second test shows not detected; if precautions such as self-isolating or an 
additional test applies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55977/21]

16/11/2021WRCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC03300Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRCC03400619. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 742 of 19 October 2021, when the referred response will issue from the HSE. 
[55978/21]

16/11/2021WRCC03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has advised that Parliamen-
tary Question No. 742 of 19 October 2021 was assigned to CHO 1 in order for the individual 
case raised to be examined and for a direct reply to issue to the Deputy.  The HSE has further 
advised that this reply will issue as soon as possible.

I have referred this Parliamentary Question to the HSE for their attention.

16/11/2021WRCC03600Hospital Services

16/11/2021WRCC03700620. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when phase III cardiac reha-
bilitation services will be restored in Portiuncula University Hospital, Ballinasloe; the reason 
for the delay in restoring the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55979/21]
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16/11/2021WRCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Saolta Hospital Group advise it is 
planned that the Phase III Cardiac Rehabilitation service at Portiuncula University Hospital will 
re-commence in January 2022.  The delay in restoring the service is due to on-going develop-
ment works on-site and the associated risks.

16/11/2021WRCC03900Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRCC04000621. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to reopening a full-time Covid-19 test centre in Galway city given the inability for those with-
out a car to access the testing centre in Galway airport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55996/21]

16/11/2021WRCC04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC04200Special Educational Needs

16/11/2021WRCC04300622. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the number of therapies car-
ried out on children with special needs to date in 2021; if a sufficient number of therapy posts 
have been filled to allow for the needs of children with special needs; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55997/21]

16/11/2021WRCC04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC04425Health Services

16/11/2021WRCC04450623. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of phone calls re-
ceived by the HSE drug and alcohol helpline in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021.  
[55998/21]

16/11/2021WRCC04475Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The HSE 
Drugs and Alcohol Helpline provides a free confidential place where people can talk through  
their concerns about drugs or alcohol, get information about services and consider the op-
tions  available to improve their situation. The freephone helpline is accessible Monday to 
Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm and can be accessed by calling Freephone 1800 459 459 or emailing 
helpline@hse.ie.    The figures in the following table represent calls and emails to the HSE 
Drugs and Alcohol Helpline from 2011 to September 2021. They show a doubling in the num-
ber of call and emails from 2,712 in 2011 to 5,874 in 2020. 

In 2021, I provided an additional €127,500 to employed an three more addiction counsel-
lors. It is estimated that these additional staff resources will enable the the Helpline to deal with 
672 more contacts per month, a 140 per cent increase in capacity. The additional staff will also 
allow the opening hours of the service to expand in line with need. This will allow for opening 
later in the evenings and consideration of providing a level of weekend cover.

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2020*Q1-
Q3 
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Total 
con-
tacts 

2712 2573 2810 2479 2706 2634 2870 4304 5549 5874 3834 

*The figures given for 2021 are for Q1 to Q3 only. It is anticipated that the total number of 
contacts for 2021 is likely to be reduced when compared to previous years as the service was 
impacted by the cyber attack in May 2021, resulting in a reduced capacity to take calls at that 
time, and no capacity to take emails for several weeks.

16/11/2021WRCC04500Visa Applications

16/11/2021WRCC04600624. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if further visas can be pro-
vided to non-EU care workers who provide care support to persons in their homes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56000/21]

16/11/2021WRCC04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State operates a managed employ-
ment permits system maximising the benefits of economic migration and minimising the risk 
of disrupting Ireland’s labour market. The system is intended to act as a conduit for key skills 
which are required to develop enterprise in the State for the benefit of our economy, while si-
multaneously protecting the balance of the labour market.

The system is managed through the operation of the Critical Skills and Ineligible Occupa-
tions Lists which determine employments that are either in high demand or are ineligible for 
an employment permit where there is a surplus of those skills in the domestic and EEA labour 
market.

In order to maintain the relevance of these lists of occupations to the needs of the economy 
and to ensure the employment permits system is aligned with current labour market intelligence, 
these lists undergo twice-yearly evidence-based reviews which are guided by research under-
taken by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), the Skills and the Labour Market 
Research Unit (SLMRU), SOLAS and involves public/stakeholder consultation. Account is 
taken of education outputs, sectoral upskilling and training initiatives and known contextual 
factors such as Brexit and, in the current context, COVID-19 and their impact on the labour 
market. Consideration is also taken of the views of the Economic Migration Interdepartmental 
Group, chaired by the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment and of the relevant 
policy Departments, in this case the Department of Health.

The results of the most recently concluded review were announced on 28th October 2021. 
The review did not recommend removal of the occupation of care worker/home carers from the 
Ineligible Occupations List as the evidence suggested that the contracts of employment on offer 
and employment terms and conditions being offered are significant factors in the recruitment 
challenges faced by the sector, rather than a demonstrable labour market shortage. The sector 
has also previously been advised that a more systematic and structured engagement with the 
Department of Social Protection needs to be demonstrated.

The next Occupational Lists Review will open in the coming months and submissions from 
sectors will be invited through a public consultation by the Department of Enterprise Trade and 
Employment.

16/11/2021WRCC04800Health Services
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16/11/2021WRCC04900625. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a situation in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56001/21]

16/11/2021WRCC05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRCC05100Hospital Staff

16/11/2021WRCC05200626. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health when funding will be allocated to 
staff the new cath lab in University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [56002/21]

16/11/2021WRCC05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC05400Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WRCC05500627. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56012/21]

16/11/2021WRCC05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRCC05700DNA Database

16/11/2021WRCC05800628. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the progress towards de-
livering on the commitment in the programme for Government to establish a national genetics 
and genomics medicine network; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [56018/21]

16/11/2021WRCC05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD00200Health Service Executive

16/11/2021WRDD00300629. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will release in a redacted 
format if appropriate to this Deputy all the emails received by the HSE email address yoursay@
hse.ie between 20 January 2021 and 25 February 2021. [56030/21]

16/11/2021WRDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 630 answered with Question No. 562.
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16/11/2021WRDD00600Primary Care Centres

16/11/2021WRDD00700631. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the north Monaghan 
primary care unit (details supplied); the expected completion date; the number of staff that 
will be employed at the facility once completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56033/21]

16/11/2021WRDD00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

16/11/2021WRDD00900Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WRDD01000632. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for their procedure; the reason for the delay in same.; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [56034/21]

16/11/2021WRDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD01200Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WRDD01300633. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56035/21]

16/11/2021WRDD01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD01500Disability Services

16/11/2021WRDD01600634. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the main initiatives undertaken 
by his Department since 27 June 2020 to improve access to early diagnosis interventions for 
those with autism spectrum disorder and access to subsequent primary services such as occu-
pational therapy, speech and language therapy and psychologists, more generally; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56040/21]

16/11/2021WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Additional 
funding of €7.8 million was provided to the HSE in August last year to address the issue of 
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a backlog of Assessments of Needs for children. This initiative has resulted in approximately 
6,040 children having had their Assessment of Need completed since then, thus reducing the 
backlog to 520 cases, or a 92% reduction, at the end of September.

To further address waiting times, the HSE implemented a Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) for the Assessment of Need process from January 2020 to ensure that children with dis-
abilities and their families access appropriate assessment and intervention as quickly as pos-
sible and that the approach to Assessment of Need is consistent across all areas. 

A Preliminary Team Assessment, usually undertaken by a Children’s Disability Network 
Team (CDNT) will identify initial interventions and any further assessments that may be re-
quired. While not required by the Act, diagnostic assessments will continue to be provided, as 
appropriate, and these will be captured in the child’s Service Statement as part of the Assess-
ment of Need process. 

These improvements, particularly the new Preliminary Team Assessment, will facilitate 
children with disabilities to access assessment much quicker. This is borne out by the latest data 
I have from the HSE which indicates that over 90% of children who have had a Preliminary 
Team Assessment are referred for intervention.

16/11/2021WRDD01800Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

16/11/2021WRDD01900635. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question Number 872 of 19 October 2021, the recruitment process undertaken by the Nurs-
ing and Midwifery Board of Ireland for senior positions (details supplied) in tabular form; the 
number of applications received for each senior position; the number shortlisted for each senior 
position; the number who attended for interview for each senior position; the title and position 
of each interview panel member for each interview panel; if they were internal NMBI staff or 
external staff; if the successful candidate in respect of each position was an internal staff mem-
ber, NMBI board member, NMBI committee member or external applicant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [56041/21]

16/11/2021WRDD02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is seeking information 
regarding operational matters of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI), my De-
partment has referred the question to the NMBI for its attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

16/11/2021WRDD02100Medical Cards

16/11/2021WRDD02200636. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56045/21]

16/11/2021WRDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD02400Health Services

16/11/2021WRDD02500637. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the case of a 
person (details supplied). [56053/21]
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16/11/2021WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD02700Health Services Staff

16/11/2021WRDD02800638. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will examine proposed 
changes to a clinical process (details supplied). [56054/21]

16/11/2021WRDD02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Council Directive 2013/59/EURATOM 
(the BSSD), insofar as it relates to the designation of referrers, was fully transposed by the 
European Union (Basic Safety Standards for Protection Against Dangers Arising from Medical 
Exposure to Ionising Radiation) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 256 of 2018).

These regulations designate those who may refer for radiological tests; nurses, doctors, 
dentists and radiographers are designated as appropriate. It should be noted that not all statu-
torily regulated professions are designated for the purposes of the BSSD. Physiotherapists are 
not designated in the regulations and were not designated as referrers (prescribers) under the 
previous regulations.  

The requirement for physiotherapists to order x-rays needs to be determined in the context 
of the new models of healthcare envisaged under Sláintecare.  If a requirement is established in 
the future then legislation changes supported by a clinical professional position, development 
of relevant education and competency standards of practice will also be required.

  HSCP Deliver, A HSCP Strategic Guidance Framework for Health and Social Care Profes-
sions 2021-2026 (National Health and Social Care Professionals Office, HSE 2021), launched 
by the HSE Chief Clinical Officer, Dr Colm Henry, includes commitments regarding progress-
ing advanced practice for Health and Social Care Professionals.

Officials in my Department are engaging with the HSE National Office for Health and So-
cial Care Professionals in relation to HSCP Deliver and issues regarding developing advance 
practice for Health and Social Care Professionals to ensure that the introduction of new models 
of healthcare are planned and managed effectively to meet future healthcare need.   

The HSE Integrated Care Lead and National Health and Social Care Professionals Office are 
committed to working in partnership with all stakeholders to progress advanced practice includ-
ing patients/service users, other clinical colleagues including medical, nursing & midwifery 
and other health care professionals, Professional bodies, HSE and the Department of Health.

In relation to creating the grade of advanced practice physiotherapist, the Minister considers 
all new grades proposed by the HSE.  To date the proposal for advanced practice physiothera-
pist has not been submitted to the Department for consideration. The HSE has a robust internal 
process which screens all potential new grades ensuring that they fit with Sláintecare reforms 
and that they are remunerated in line with their complexity and scope and represent interna-
tional best practice.

16/11/2021WRDD03000Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRDD03100639. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll-out of 
the third Covid-19 vaccine dose in particular for those who are immunosuppressed or compro-
mised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56057/21]
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16/11/2021WRDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The NIAC 
makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department based on the prevalence of 
the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisation.

More than 7.6 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine have now been administered since the 
programme began in December last year.  As the first phase of vaccination nears completion, 
the NIAC has been examining evidence regarding booster vaccines.

The NIAC has recommended that a booster dose of an mRNA vaccine (irrespective of 
whether the primary vaccination course was of an mRNA or adenoviral vector) be offered to 
those aged 60 years and older and healthcare workers. The booster dose should be given after 
an interval of six months (or at least five months) following the last dose of any authorised CO-
VID-19 vaccine. I have accepted this advice and the HSE has made the necessary arrangements 
to operationalise these recommendations with the booster rollout now underway.

The NIAC has also recommended an additional mRNA dose should be given to those aged 
12 years and older with immunocompromise associated with a suboptimal response to vaccina-
tion who have completed their primary vaccination course. The third dose of an mRNA vac-
cine should be given a minimum of two months after the last dose of the primary vaccination 
schedule.

The NIAC continues to examine emerging evidence regarding booster vaccines for those 
with waning immunity and reduced effectiveness in other groups, such as those with co-mor-
bidities (under 60 years of age) and will make further recommendations if required.

16/11/2021WRDD03300Covid-19 Tests

16/11/2021WRDD03400640. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on PCR 
testing from the beginning of 2020 to date including laboratory costs by laboratory, staff em-
ployed to conduct the testing and other running costs of testing centres; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [56059/21]

16/11/2021WRDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD03600Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WRDD03700641. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the total expenditure on 
Covid-19-related advertising conducted by the Government and the HSE in print, online and 
broadcast media since the beginning of 2020 to date; and the breakdown of payments issued to 
individual media outlets and advertisers. [56061/21]

16/11/2021WRDD03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm that my Department has 
expended €528,266.86 on advertising and public messaging campaigns under the criteria in 
question, a breakdown of which is in tabular form below.

Campaign Description Date Amount 
Public Information Passenger locator form 

advert 
May 2020 €6,842 
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Campaign Description Date Amount 
Public Information Passenger locator form 

advert 
May 2020 €136,563.81 

Public Information COVID-19 booklet - five 
national newspapers 

June 2020 €58,662.02 

Public Information/So-
cial Media 

Videos - Public Advice 
from the CMO 

October 2020 €735.75 

Public Information COVID-19 media adver-
tising 

October 2020 €136,563.80 

Public Information/So-
cial Media 

Deputy CMO Vaccine 
Videos 

December 2020 €786.50 

Public Information Hotel quarantine newspa-
per advertising 

March 2021 €20,483.88 

Public Information Vaccine rollout newspa-
per advertising 

March 2021 €49,605.84 

Public Information Vaccine rollout radio 
advertising 

March 2021 €91,007.59 

Public Information Radio advert production March 2021 €4,573.14 
Public Information/So-
cial Media 

Covid awareness adver-
tising on Facebook 

April 2021 €1,790.83 

Public Information Design and production of 
travel advice and quaran-
tine radio advert 

July 2021 €20,651.70 

As this question is also relevant to the Health Service Executive, I have asked them to re-
spond directly to deputy, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD03900Medical Aids and Appliances

16/11/2021WRDD04000642. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the total expenditure by 
the HSE on walking aids and wheelchairs for the period 2016 to 2020; if he will provide infor-
mation on payments to individual suppliers of relevant equipment; the efforts that have been 
made to recycle wheelchairs and walking aids; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56062/21]

16/11/2021WRDD04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WRDD04200Health Services

16/11/2021WRDD04300643. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health his plans for the development 
of neurology services across Ireland; if his attention has been drawn to the designation of Cork 
University Hospital as the south west regional centre for neurology; his views on the current 
staffing levels at the hospital in this regard; his plans to bring the number of neurology nursing 
posts there up to the required level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56078/21]

16/11/2021WRDD04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.



Questions - Written Answers

294

16/11/2021WRDD04500Vaccination Programme

16/11/2021WRDD04600644. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if those vaccinated outside of 
Ireland can avail of their Covid-19 booster jab in Ireland; if so, the way in which they should 
access the system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56079/21]

16/11/2021WRDD04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The NIAC 
makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department based on the prevalence of 
the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisation.

The NIAC has recommended that a booster dose of an mRNA vaccine (irrespective of 
whether the primary vaccination course was of an mRNA or adenoviral vector) be offered to 
those aged 60 years and older and healthcare workers. The booster dose should be given after 
an interval of six months (or at least five months) following the last dose of any authorised CO-
VID-19 vaccine. I have accepted this advice and the HSE has made the necessary arrangements 
to operationalise these recommendations with the booster rollout now underway.

In line with the approach implemented for the primary vaccination programme, individuals 
resident in the State will be eligible to receive a booster dose of Covid-19 vaccine when deemed 
appropriate for their specific cohort in line with NIAC advice. 

Operational responsibility for the Covid-19 vaccination programme is with the HSE any 
queries relating to access to a vaccine should be directed to them.

16/11/2021WRDD04800Home Care Packages

16/11/2021WRDD04900645. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the reason the six night per month 
respite service, not home supports, for a child (details supplied) have not been reinstated by the 
HSE despite the critical circumstances in which the family finds itself; when this respite service 
will be reinstated for the family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56084/21]

16/11/2021WRDD05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD05100Home Care Packages

16/11/2021WRDD05200646. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting for 
homecare support in each CHO; the number of hours allocated in each of the past 12 months in 
each CHO; the average length of time that persons have been waiting; the single longest period 
of time that a person has been waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56100/21]

16/11/2021WRDD05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WRDD05400Hospital Procedures

16/11/2021WRDD05500647. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if electroconvulsive therapy is car-
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ried out in public hospitals; if so, the number of patients that were treated this way and in which 
locations in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56111/21]

16/11/2021WRDD05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly in relation to the numbers of persons 
treated with Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) as soon as possible.

The provision of ECT for people receiving inpatient mental health treatment in an approved 
centre may only be carried out in accordance with the provisions of Section 59 of the Mental 
Health Act 2001. 

These provisions were updated by the Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2015 which re-
moved the term ‘unwilling’ from Sections 59 and 60. ECT may only be carried out without 
the consent of the individual concerned in cases where the individual is unable to consent and 
where it has been approved by two consultant psychiatrists. The Mental Health Commission is 
responsible for making Rules regarding the use of ECT, and the treatment may only be admin-
istered in accordance with these Rules.

As the Deputy will be aware, a General Scheme to amend the Mental Health Act 2001 was 
approved by Government on 13 July 2021. Amendments to the 2001 Act proposed under the 
General Scheme provide for an updated process for ECT, stating that the person must consent 
to treatment and, if they lack capacity, then the provisions of Section 57 should be followed in 
line with the decision-making supports outlined in the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015.

The Department of Health will work with the Office of the Attorney General to prepare 
a Bill in line with the General Scheme. Pre-legislative scrutiny of the Bill by the Oireachtas 
Sub-Committee on Mental Health began on 2 November 2021. The Department will continue 
to work with the Sub-Committee and the Office of the Attorney General to prepare a Bill for 
introduction to the Oireachtas as early as possible in 2022.

16/11/2021WRDD05700Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WRDD05800648. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if his Department has sanctioned 
additional funding for increased authorised officers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [56112/21]

16/11/2021WRDD05900650. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the engagement that has taken 
place with the HSE regarding recruiting authorised officers; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [56114/21]

16/11/2021WRDD06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 648 and 650 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, a General Scheme of a Bill to amend the Mental Health Act 
was approved by Government on 13 July and is available on the Department of Health’s web-
site at gov.ie - Draft Heads of a bill to amend the Mental Health Act 2001 (www.gov.ie).

The publication of the General Scheme follows a review of the Mental Health Act which 
took account of the 165 recommendations of an Expert Group Review of the Act that were pub-
lished in 2015, along with extensive consultation with the HSE, the Mental Health Commission 
and other key stakeholders, and a public consultation in March/April 2021.
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Proposed amendments to Section 9 in the General Scheme provide for changes to who may 
make an application for involuntary admission and would allow only ‘Authorised Officers’ to 
make an application.  The proposed changes were recommended by the Expert Group and in-
cluded in the current Programme for Government.

The intention of these changes is to strengthen the safeguards on involuntary detention, to 
uphold the rights of the individual to autonomy and to make their own decisions about their 
care and treatment as much as possible, and to ensure an holistic view of the individual is taken 
before an application for involuntary detention is made.

Pre-Legislative Scrutiny by the Oireachtas Sub-Committee on Mental Health began on 2nd 
November. The draft heads have been sent to Office of Parliamentary Counsel (OPC) for the 
drafting of the Bill. Department of Health officials will continue to work with the sub-Commit-
tee and the OPC to ready the Bill for introduction to the Oireachtas as soon as possible.

Some of the legislative changes proposed in the General Scheme, such as the expansion 
of the Authorised Officer role, will have a direct impact on resources. Resources will also be 
required for the hiring of new Authorised Officers, training for new and existing staff, and in-
formation to be provided to members of the public about the new provisions in the updated Act 
prior to its commencement. 

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as pos-
sible, in relation to the recruitment and cost of additional Authorised Officers.

16/11/2021WREE00200Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WREE00300649. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of authorised officers 
in each CHO area; the number of vacancies for an authorised officer in each CHO area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [56113/21]

16/11/2021WREE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 650 answered with Question No. 648.

16/11/2021WREE00600Health Services

16/11/2021WREE00700651. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health the status of the operation of the 
maternity and infant scheme; and the position regarding the provision of adequate postnatal 
support services for women and babies. [56117/21]

16/11/2021WREE00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WREE00900Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WREE01000652. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the way in which and the locations 
persons can access dialectical behaviour therapy; the length of the waiting lists; the number of 
persons on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56123/21]

16/11/2021WREE01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WREE01200Emergency Departments

16/11/2021WREE01300653. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that pre-
sented to emergency departments with self-harm and or intentional poisoning in 2019, 2020 and 
to date in 2021, by CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56124/21]

16/11/2021WREE01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WREE01500Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WREE01600654. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if there will be a follow-up to the 
2019 report My Voice Matters and another round of consultations with mental health service 
users and family and friends of mental health service users; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [56125/21]

16/11/2021WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

16/11/2021WREE01800Health Services

16/11/2021WREE01900655. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if up to date data is col-
lected by the HSE regarding the number of stroke survivors in Ireland; if so, the number of 
stroke survivors in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56132/21]

16/11/2021WREE02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

16/11/2021WREE02100Hospital Facilities

16/11/2021WREE02200656. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the measures he has taken to 
ensure private changing areas are available to those waiting on hospital trolleys at University 
Hospital Limerick in view of report that persons have been unable to get the privacy they need 
while waiting in corridors. [56136/21]

16/11/2021WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

16/11/2021WREE02400Hospital Facilities

16/11/2021WREE02500657. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of ICU beds avail-
able in the mid-west and south-east in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in 
tabular form. [56137/21]
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16/11/2021WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WREE02700Mental Health Services

16/11/2021WREE02800658. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the €10 million 
one-off funding for mental health that was announced in Budget 2022; the person or body who 
benefits from this; the way they were selected; if it will be used by the end of 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [56149/21]

16/11/2021WREE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): An additional 
€10 million in funding was made available in 2021 aimed at supporting mental health services 
provided in the community. Officials in my Department and in the HSE are working together to 
scope out options and progress proposals aimed at utilising the fund.

Of note, a total of €1.149 billion was allocated to mental health in Budget 2022. This builds 
on unprecedented levels of investment in mental health over the last number of years. It pro-
vides an additional €47 million for next year and comprises €24 million for new developments, 
€13 million for existing levels of service and €10 million in once off funding for COVID.

16/11/2021WREE03000Hospital Appointments Status

16/11/2021WREE03100659. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment at the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore. [56156/21]

16/11/2021WREE03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

16/11/2021WREE03300Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WREE03400660. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56159/21]

16/11/2021WREE03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The current high level of COVID-19 
infection and the dominance of the significantly more transmissible Delta variant poses a very 
substantial threat, particularly to those who are not fully protected through vaccination. Public 
health advice remains that those who are not fully vaccinated should avoid congregated indoor 
settings for their own and others safety.

The National Public Health Emergency Team gave some consideration to the issues arising 
for those people that can’t receive a COVID-19 vaccine for medical reasons as part of its dis-
cussions on the 18th October 2021 on the continuing response to COVID-19 and the extension 
of Covid Pass arrangements. The matter is being given further consideration.
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The Deputy may wish to be aware that on 15 July, NIAC made a recommendation, which 
was endorsed by the Chief Medical Officer and accepted by the Minister for Health that while 
the preference was for homologous vaccination regimens (using the same vaccine as part of a 
two dose regime) that selective use of heterologous vaccination schedules (two different vac-
cines used as part of two dose regime) should be permitted where a second vaccine dose of a 
homologous regimen is contraindicated, irrespective of whether the first dose was an mRNA 
or adenoviral vector vaccine. NIAC in conjunction with the RCPI and the Irish Association of 
Allergy and Immunology have prepared a guide to aid vaccinators and other healthcare workers 
on how to advise allergic individuals in respect of receiving a COVID-19 vaccine, this guide 
is available here: rcpi-live-cdn.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FAQs-about-
COVID19-Vaccines-and-Allergies_12August2021.pdf 

16/11/2021WREE03600Covid-19 Pandemic

16/11/2021WREE03700661. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if he is considering recommend-
ing a return to working from home for the winter months; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [56179/21]

16/11/2021WREE03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): NPHET advice arising from its meeting 
on Thursday 11th November has been communicated to the Minister and Government in the 
usual manner. The Government will consider any recommendations arising at the next Cabinet 
meeting.

16/11/2021WREE03900Forestry Sector

16/11/2021WREE04000662. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 1255 of 2 November 2021, if his attention has been 
drawn to clear fell sites which have not fulfilled their replanting obligation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55471/21]

16/11/2021WREE04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As I 
previously mentioned, every tree felling licence, save limited exceptions carries an obligation 
to replant.  Forests that are clear felled on maturity are managed as a crop, therefore, it is in the 
forest owner’s interest to replant after felling, to start a new rotation.  

My Department carries out post-felling inspections. Provisions within the Forestry Act 2014 
apply to non-compliance with the requirement to replant and can include for instance the issu-
ance of a replanting order. 

At all times, reports from the public indicating where trees have not been replanted – within 
the replanting timeframe, are welcomed and will be followed up directly by my Department.

16/11/2021WREE04200Forestry Sector

16/11/2021WREE04300663. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an application (details supplied) that has been before the Forest Service since 2019 will be 
approved without delay; the reason for the delay in the processing of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55563/21]

16/11/2021WREE04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In this 
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particular case, the application for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme which was 
submitted on behalf of the person named in September 2019 was withdrawn and an application 
for a larger area was submitted in October 2020. 

A Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has been received for this  application and, as a conse-
quence, a second  30-day public consultation, which a requirement under S.I. 293 of 2021 for 
cases subject to Appropriate Assessment, has been undertaken and has been completed. The 
case is currently referred to my Department’s Ecology Unit, to have the ecological assessment 
undertaken (taking into account any submissions received).  

As part of this proposed afforestation is within a European site, the approval of the NPWS 
is required before a licence may be granted and we are following up with NPWS on the matter. 
Once we receive a response from NPWS we will aim to issue a  decision to the applicant within 
6 weeks.

16/11/2021WREE04500Forestry Sector

16/11/2021WREE04600664. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 392 of 4 November 2021, the number of the 27 ecologists 
who signed off on the 56 Coillte felling licences in question; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55621/21]

16/11/2021WREE04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
number and type of DAFM staff, including ecologists, working on the processing of particular 
types of files can vary from week to week. Our overall aim is to manage resources to maximise 
output. 

I am pleased that licencing output has averaged 115 new licences each week since the begin-
ning of September and our aim is to continue and if possible increase this output.

16/11/2021WREE04800Forestry Sector

16/11/2021WREE04900665. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1231 to 1239 of 2 November 2021, the number of remind-
ers that have to be sent out and that have been sent out since 2 November 2021 when stating 
that his Department will shortly send out reminders to those who have not yet provided the 
information sought in reference to the further information letters sent out in June 2021; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55687/21]

16/11/2021WREE05000666. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos, 1231 to 1239 of 2 November 2021, the number of remind-
ers that are scheduled to be sent out in the week commencing 15 November 2021 when stating 
that his Department will shortly send out reminders to those who have not yet provided the 
information sought in reference to the further information letters sent out in June 2021; when 
all reminders will be actually sent out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55688/21]

16/11/2021WREE05100667. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1231 to 1239 of 2 November 2021, the number of such 
reminders for similar information that have been sent out by licence and scheme type in each 
week since 1 January 2019 when stating that his Department will shortly send out reminders to 
those who have not yet provided the information sought in reference to the further information 
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letters sent out in June 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55689/21]

16/11/2021WREE05200668. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1231 to 1239 of 2 November 2021, the number of requests 
for further information by licence and scheme type sent out weekly since 1 January 2019 by 
licence and scheme type; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55690/21]

16/11/2021WREE05300669. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1231 to 1239 of 2 November 2021, if no reminders 
have been sent to applicants in circumstances in which the information sought in June 2021 has 
already been provided to his Department when stating that his Department will shortly send 
out reminders to those who have not yet provided the information sought in reference to the 
further information letters sent out in June 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55691/21]

16/11/2021WREE05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 665 to 669, inclusive, together.

The Deputy refers to Parliamentary Question number 941 of 19 October, 2021, in which I 
gave a breakdown of the 420 tree felling licence applications, that were referred to Ecology, 
where further information by way of a harvest plan or amended harvest plan was required from 
the applicant.  This followed a large triage exercise undertaken by my Department of licences 
on hand for processing.

This exercise has allowed us to significantly increase our output of forestry licences with 
over 790 private sector felling licences issued since 1 June. However, approximately half of 
the requests for further information remain unanswered and cannot be processed until they are 
submitted.  Follow- up reminders for these cases, 234 in total, issued in the week ending 5th 
November, 2021.

Specific information on the  number of Further Information Requests issued by licence type 
and scheme by week since 2019 is not readily available. 

This more recent exercise was for a specific cohort of files, rather than at individual file 
level, which is why we have immediate statistics to hand. We will examine the other request to 
establish if such statistics can be compiled.

  Question No. 666 answered with Question No. 665.

  Question No. 667 answered with Question No. 665.

  Question No. 668 answered with Question No. 665.

  Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 665.

16/11/2021WRFF00300Fishing Industry

16/11/2021WRFF00400670. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the number of Irish vessels in the polyvalent, general trawl and seine net segments; and 
the gross tonnages and kilowatts for the separate categories of vessels of 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and 
24 to 40 metres, respectively in tabular form. [55693/21]

16/11/2021WRFF00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In ac-
cordance with Fleet Policy Directive 2/2003, as amended by Policy Directives 1/2006, 1/2011 
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and 2/2011, the Irish Fishing Fleet comprises of the five segments: 

- Polyvalent Segment

- Specific Segment 

- Refrigerated Sea Water (RSW) Pelagic Segment 

- Beamer Segment 

- Aquaculture Segment

Two of these, the polyvalent and specific segments are further sub-segmented.  Informa-
tion regarding numbers of vessels in each segment and the capacity therein, is also published 
in the annual report of the Licensing Authority for Fishing Boats. The 2020 Annual report is 
published online at opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2021/pdf/DAFM-
docslaid260721_260721_140944.pdf.

The Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 transferred the functions of sea-fishing boat licens-
ing from the Minister to the Licensing Authority for Sea-fishing Boats, which operates on an 
independent basis subject to criteria set out in that Act and Ministerial Policy Directives.  The 
Licensing Authority is the Registrar General of Fishing Boats, an official of the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine or, under the superintendence of the Registrar General, the 
Deputy Registrar General of Fishing Boats. 

The Registrar General of Fishing Boats is charged with maintaining a Register of Fishing 
Boats and with the proper management of the capacity of the Irish fleet.  The Registrar General 
has provided the attached table outlining the total number of vessels in each segment, as well 
as the Gross Tonnage (GT) and kilowatts (kW) within each segment for each of the requested 
categories of length specified by the Deputy.  It should be noted that this information is specific 
to the Deputy’s question and does not include all vessels in the fishing fleet. 

Information about the Irish Fishing Fleet is updated online by the Licensing Authority on a 
weekly basis at:

www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/5907a-sea-fisheries-administration/#licensing-
authority 

<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq67016112021_en.docx”>IrishFishingVessels</a>

16/11/2021WRFF00600Forestry Sector

16/11/2021WRFF00700671. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 1256 and 1257 of 2 November 2021, the projected number of 
tree felling licences, afforestation licences, forest road licences, ash dieback RUS applications, 
woodland improvement applications, native woodland conservation applications, aerial fertili-
sation licences and continuous cover forestry applications for the private sector his Department 
is budgeting on processing and deciding upon per licence and scheme type for 2022; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55735/21]

16/11/2021WRFF00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): It is 
difficult to predict the number of applications we will receive in terms of licences for felling, af-
forestation, roads and aerial fertilisation in 2022 or in terms of applications for support schemes. 
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It is the case that we have a backlog of licences to work through and as already advised we are 
dealing with this through the Project Woodland initiative.  

In 2022, it is our intention to  improve on this year’s target of 4,000 afforestation, felling, 
roads and aerial fertilisation licences and  to put a plan in place to deal with applications for 
support schemes in a timely manner.

My Department will be producing an updated projection for the issuing of such licences in 
2022 by end-2021 for communication to all stakeholders. 

16/11/2021WRFF00900Agriculture Schemes

16/11/2021WRFF01000672. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will receive a single farm payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55743/21]

16/11/2021WRFF01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A Ba-
sic Payment Scheme application was submitted by the person named on 27th April 2021.

In the course of carrying out the required administrative checks, a parcel claimed on this 
application was identified as a dual claim with another applicant.  Both applicants were noti-
fied of this issue and the named applicant has responded declaring his right to claim this parcel. 
However, the administrative checks in relation are ongoing. 

An official from my Department has spoken with the applicant’s  agent  to explain the situ-
ation.

16/11/2021WRFF01200Agriculture Schemes

16/11/2021WRFF01300673. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
single farm payment will be authorised and paid to a person (details supplied). [55747/21]

16/11/2021WRFF01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU Regulations governing the administration of Direct Payments schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases ground inspections, are com-
pleted before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a 2021 ground inspection. While the 
inspection has been completed, the processing and updating of the ground inspection results are 
currently being finalised. Payments due under the Basic Payment Scheme and Areas of Natural 
Constraints Scheme will issue shortly.

16/11/2021WRFF01500Agriculture Schemes

16/11/2021WRFF01600674. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application for the BEEP scheme by a person (details supplied) can be considered further; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55754/21]

16/11/2021WRFF01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
objective of 2021 BEEP-S is to further increase economic and environmental efficiency in the 
suckler herd though improvement in the quantity and quality of performance data that is collect-
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ed. This is done through the enhancement of the national herd dataset for genetic evaluations, 
with a view to supporting the adoption of best practice and more informed decision making at 
farm level. The Programme targets the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves through 
the collection of the live weights of cows and progeny in the herd of each participant; improv-
ing the welfare of suckler calves at the time of weaning through vaccination and meal feeding; 
and controlling liver fluke in adult suckler cows.

The scheme opened on 16th March 2021 and closed without late penalty on 26th April 2021. 
It remained open, albeit with a late penalty from 27th April 2021 until 21st May 2021. 

All dates were clearly set out in the Terms and Conditions, in the Press Releases and in the 
farming media. A series of texts also issued to herd owners, including the person named, in-
forming them of the deadline for applications for the scheme. The person named did not create 
or submit an application for the 2021 BEEP S programme.  

Correspondence was received from the applicant in August 2021 stating that they thought 
they had submitted the BEEP-S application on-line. This claim was examined and it was deter-
mined no such application had been recorded. The person named was informed of the outcome 
of the examination and the decision that no application could be lodged at that time. 

A request for a review of this decision was received. The review was carried out and a letter 
issued on the 10th November, 2021 upholding the original decision. This letter also advised the 
person named of his right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

16/11/2021WRFF01800Sports Organisations

16/11/2021WRFF01900675. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department will engage with a community sports group (details supplied); if he will acknowl-
edge and issue a response to the email sent to him in respect of this matter on 13 July 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55790/21]

16/11/2021WRFF02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
office has been in direct communications with the group and are awaiting information back 
from them before matters can be progressed. Once the information is returned a response can 
issue outlining the outcome. 

I am confident that matters will be resolved shortly.

16/11/2021WRFF02100Fishery Harbour Centres

16/11/2021WRFF02200676. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
income from harbour dues and landings fees for Killybegs Harbour Centre in each of the years 
2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, by quarter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55927/21]

16/11/2021WRFF02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Pursu-
ant to the Fishery Harbour Centres Act 1968, my Department is responsible for the six Fishery 
Harbour Centres located at Killybegs, Howth, Dunmore East, Castletownbere, An Daingean 
and Ros an Mhíl. 

All income generated by the Fishery Harbour Centres is lodged into the Fishery Harbour 
Centres Fund under statute.  Charges for the use of facilities and services at each of the Fishery 
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Harbour Centres are levied by virtue of the Fishery Harbour Centres (Rates & Charges) Order 
2012 (S.I. No. 214 of 2012).  My Department prepares annual Fishery Harbour Centres Finan-
cial Statements which are required to be audited and certified by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General prior to being laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Harbour dues as stated in the Income and Expenditure Account of the Financial Statements 
are comprised (among other rates and charges) of harbour entry charges for fishing vessels, 
charges associated with the landing of fish, use of fresh water charge and a charge for the dis-
posal of ship generated waste.

The attached table provides the figures for income attributable to harbour dues from the In-
come and Expenditure Account of the certified Annual Financial Statements for the years 2016-
2019 (inclusive).  The income figures are not available on a quarterly basis. The figure provided 
in respect of 2020 is from the provisional uncertified Financial Statements; the Office of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General is currently conducting it’s yearly audit of these Financial 
Statements. The Financial Statements for 2021 will be prepared, audited and certified in 2022.

<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq67616112021_en.xlsx”>Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre</a>

16/11/2021WRFF02400Live Exports

16/11/2021WRFF02500677. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
sition in respect of the recently signed agreement between Ireland and China for the export of 
live breeding pigs to China; if his Department is in the process of obtaining travel licences for 
the transport of these live animals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55994/21]

16/11/2021WRFF02600678. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
regular review of the agreement between Ireland and China for the export of live breeding pigs 
to China will be carried out by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55995/21]

16/11/2021WRFF02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 677 and 678 together.

As the Deputy is aware, I recently signed a protocol outlining the requirements to be met 
to allow the export of breeding pigs to China. This provides a framework within which private 
sector businesses can explore business opportunities in China.  

The extent and scope of any trade is a matter for private enterprise, subject to compliance 
with animal health and animal welfare standards and the conditions of the Protocol.  

Any live animals transported from Ireland are governed by the requirements of EU legisla-
tion. The vast majority of animals exported from Ireland travel to the EU, which is governed 
by the same animal welfare legislation as Ireland. A relatively small percentage are exported to 
non-EU countries - the transport of these animals is also subject to the same to EU legislation.

The Department, in cooperation with our EU partners, works closely with the World Organi-
sation for Animal Health (OIE) with a view to improving animal welfare practices worldwide. 
The OIE is the global standard setting body relating to animal health and animal welfare. It is 
through this forum that Ireland endeavours to influence standards in non-EU countries.

Ireland has been a member of the OIE European Platform Steering Committee on Animal 
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Welfare since its creation in 2013 and has offered technical inputs for the development of the 
OIE Platform action plans. To support these activities, Ireland has also provided financial sup-
ports in recent years.

All live export shipments from Ireland are conducted in compliance with legislative require-
ments. All proposed journeys must be notified to the Regional Veterinary Office in advance, and 
veterinary certification will only be provided where the journey complies with animal transport 
and animal welfare regulations. 

This includes a requirement to notify the Regional Veterinary Office of the outcome of each 
journey once completed, and the condition of the animals on arrival. The export and the trans-
port of animals from Ireland is continuously monitored.

Live exports play a significant role in stimulating price competition and providing an alter-
native market outlet for farmers. My Department facilitates this commercial trade, recognising 
its critical importance to the agri-sector, while ensuring that live animal exports meet the high-
est welfare standards.

  Question No. 678 answered with Question No. 677.

16/11/2021WRFF02900Animal Welfare

16/11/2021WRFF03000679. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
plans in place to improve animal welfare legislation and put in place additional protection mea-
sures particularly in reference to the control of horses, following a number of incidents in Cork 
city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56043/21]

16/11/2021WRFF03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Programme for Government places a positive emphasis on animal welfare and specifically 
commits to the continued robust enforcement of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013. 

This Act provides a modern framework for regulating and applying standards in the area 
of animal health and welfare and replaced a number of enactments dating back over a century.  
The Act was passed, after a lengthy and constructive debate in both Houses of the Oireachtas 
and came into operation on 6th March 2014. 

I am committed to the continued implementation of the Act which is effective and fit for 
purpose. 

My Department enforces the law in this important area along with An Garda Síochána, the 
Customs service, and authorised officers from the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals and the Dublin Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and our courts regu-
larly adjudicate on the issue of unnecessary suffering in cases brought before them. 

The Control of Horses Act 1996 provides powers to local authorities enabling them to con-
trol stray and wandering horses in their areas.  Enforcement of  the Act is a matter for each Local 
Authority, and they have  powers under the act to appoint authorised officers within their area. 

Efforts to reduce the number of stray horses are paying off. 817 horses were seized nation-
ally in 2020, down significantly from a peak of 4,923 in 2014. 

Figures provided by Cork City and County Councils for the same period show a reduction 
in horse seizures from 263 in 2014 to 47 in 2020. 
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The Control of Horses Act is currently under review with a view to simplifying and further 
improving the legislation. Plans are advancing and consultation with Local Authority veterinary 
officers is ongoing. A broad stakeholder engagement process will follow to facilitate a cohesive 
national approach in considering and implementing the proposals.

16/11/2021WRFF03200Common Agricultural Policy

16/11/2021WRFF03300680. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
60% TAMS rate available to women between the ages of 40 and 55 years available under the 
proposed CAP Strategic Plan will be available to those without an agricultural qualification if 
they are already the head of the farm holding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56050/21]

16/11/2021WRFF03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): It is 
proposed under the On-Farm Capital investment scheme under the CAP Strategic Plan (CSP) 
that a general grant rate of 40% will be available for eligible investments. It is also proposed in 
the CSP that eligible female farmers, who meet the eligibility criteria may qualify for grant aid 
at a rate of 60%. An individual investment ceiling of €90,000 or a ceiling of €160,000 in the 
case of a partnership application is proposed.

The proposed that eligible female farmers are those: 

- Aged between 18 years of age and 55 at any time during the calendar year in which she 
submits an application for support; 

- Meet the conditions for being ‘head and having control of the entire holding’; 

- Meets the requirements for the appropriate training and/or skills required at the time of 
application.

Female applicants who do not meet the criteria above will remain eligible to submit an ap-
plication under the On-Farm Capital investment scheme at the standard rate of 40%.

I believe that this measure will act as a catalyst in driving greater levels of farm transfer to 
daughters or nieces, something we have not seen enough of.

16/11/2021WRFF03500Agriculture Schemes

16/11/2021WRFF03600681. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
basic payment parcel in respect of a farmer (details supplied) in County Kerry will be reinstated 
in a 2021 basic payment application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56055/21]

16/11/2021WRFF03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for participation in the 2021 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) scheme was received 
from the person named on 21st April 2021.

The area claimed on the land parcel in question was greater than the maximum eligible area 
for this parcel. The photos submitted by the applicant did not provide sufficient information to 
clarify the position in relation to the maximum eligible area. My Department is arranging for a 
rapid field visit of the parcel to clarify the position on the ground. This will be done as quickly 
as possible.
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16/11/2021WRFF03800Animal Welfare

16/11/2021WRFF03900682. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
persons deemed responsible by his Department for maintaining the well-being of the herd and 
ensuring animal welfare in the event of no keeper being appointed to a herd while succession 
regarding an estate has yet to be determined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56068/21]

16/11/2021WRFF04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): If a 
keeper, who is not in the role of ‘Herdowner’ dies, the herdowner is required to nominate a new 
keeper.  

If a keeper, who is in the role of ‘Herdowner’ dies, and legal succession is not established, 
the role of herdowner can only be assigned when all legal documentation has been provided to 
my Department.   

Under S.I. No. 58 of 2015 Animal Health and Welfare (Bovine Tuberculosis) Regulations 
2015, Regulation 3(4) a person who has a beneficial interest in a herd but who is not the keeper 
may register an interest in the herd in the manner set out by the Minister and shall provide docu-
mentary evidence to support the registration of interest when requested.  

Therefore, it is open to Personal Representatives to register an interest in the herd by writ-
ing to my Department through their solicitor confirming that s/he is acting as representative of 
the deceased and that Probate or Letters of Administration are being taken out in favour of the 
applicant and indemnifying my Department against any damages or claims arising from the as-
signment of the herd-number to their client. 

In accordance with Regulation 3(7), where it appears to the Minister that the identity of the 
herdowner or keeper cannot reasonably be ascertained or the herdowner or keeper is not suit-
able, the Minister may nominate a natural person to act as keeper of that bovine and the person 
so nominated shall fulfil the function of a keeper. 

In addition, as provided by the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, where an authorised 
officer has reasonable grounds for believing, for example, that an offence is being or has been 
committed under the Act, or where there is a risk of disease or a disease is present on any land 
or premises, the officer may, among other things, seize and detain animals.

16/11/2021WRFF04100Common Agricultural Policy

16/11/2021WRFF04200683. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the amount of the €395 million budget which was allocated to TAMS in the last round 
of CAP which was spent by 31 December 2019 specifically; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [56160/21]

16/11/2021WRFF04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): To 
date, total expenditure under the seven measures of the TAMS, including transitional expen-
diture, has reached in excess of €319m with commitments of an additional €140m made to 
scheme participants who have yet to draw down those grants. A total of some 44,362 applica-
tions have been approved under the scheme to date.

Payments of €189.6m were made to scheme participants up to 31st December 2019.
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16/11/2021WRFF04400Agriculture Schemes

16/11/2021WRFF04500684. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the reason horses which were considered as livestock unit in the previous form of 
TAMS, the farm improvement scheme and farm modernisation scheme, were no longer consid-
ered as a livestock unit under TAMS 2015/2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56161/21]

16/11/2021WRFF04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): TAMS 
is a demand-led scheme which has been amended over the years to widen the support available 
to farmers. In TAMS, production units may be used in the case of intensive production systems 
such as Pig, Poultry, or Horticulture enterprises.

As a general rule, eligible farmers with horses, cattle or sheep may apply for TAMS if 
they meet the requirement of having submitted a BPS application for a minimum area of five 
hectares. Full details of the suite of seven measures available under TAMS are available on the 
Department’s website.

No final decision has been made in relation to the interventions to be included in the CAP 
Strategic Plan (CSP) (2023-2027). To allow for the submission of the draft CSP by 1st January 
2022, the Department are currently inviting members of the public and stakeholders to make 
written submissions or observations in respect of the draft CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027 and 
associated Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement, further details of which can 
also be found on my Department’s website.

16/11/2021WRFF04700Pesticide Use

16/11/2021WRFF04800685. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
safeguards that are in place to protect the public, pets and farm animals from rodenticides; his 
views on whether the current protections are strong enough; if additional protections will be 
introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [56168/21]

16/11/2021WRFF04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ro-
denticides are used to control rats and mice for a range of important purposes, such as the 
protection of public health and the protection of food and feed storage areas. Their approval 
and use are regulated under the EU Biocidal Products Regulation (BPR - Regulation (EU) No 
528/2012).

The regulatory process is based on EU-harmonised guidance and decision-making crite-
ria and involves Member State competent authorities and the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA). Products are only authorised for necessary purposes, with strict mitigation measures 
specified where required to protect people and animals from potential risks, such as primary and 
secondary poisoning.

The risk mitigation measures in place in Ireland include detailed restrictions on baiting, 
restrictions on use areas, training and certification requirements for particular uses, controls on 
pack sizes and controls on product formulations, such as a requirement for the inclusion of a 
bittering agent. The Department also engages actively with relevant stakeholders, via the Cam-
paign for Responsible Rodenticide Use in Ireland (CRRU Ireland), to promote best practice in 
relation to rodenticide use and to support research in this area.

The active substances in rodenticides and the products containing these substances   are 
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subject to periodic review by ECHA and the Member States, with the next review commencing 
in 2022. Ireland will review rodenticide product authorisations based on the outcomes from 
this process and will amend risk mitigation measures if necessary, in accordance with ECHA’s 
scientific opinions, to ensure the highest level of protection for people and animals.

16/11/2021WRFF05000Agriculture Schemes

16/11/2021WRFF05100686. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2021 GLAS payment will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [56171/21]

16/11/2021WRFF05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A key 
priority for my Department is the efficient issuing of scheme payments to farmers. I am very 
pleased that GLAS payments commenced a week ahead of our stated target of mid-November. 

Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. 

In this case, an issue arose in relation to the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) preliminary 
check. My Department is currently working to resolve the issue in the case concerned. GLAS 
payments are continuing to issue on a weekly basis as applications pass validation checks and 
are approved for payment.

16/11/2021WRFF05300Flexible Work Practices

16/11/2021WRFF05400687. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
her plans to ensure the full accessibility of remote working hubs to be developed for persons 
who are blind or vision impaired; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55547/21]

16/11/2021WRFF05500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Our 
Rural Future, Ireland’s Rural Development Policy 2021-2025, recognises the opportunity for 
rural rejuvenation that remote working presents and also the potential of remote working hubs 
as key economic assets for our rural towns and villages. My Department operates a number of 
funding schemes that focus on projects supporting remote working through the development 
of hubs, including the development of BCPs as long-term, digitally-enabled community assets. 

In May I launched the National Connected Hubs network together with the connectedhubs.
ie platform. This platform will offer a suite of booking, hub management and e-commerce ap-
plications to members of the Network. The Network will also facilitate the sharing of innova-
tion, experience and best practices across the community. These supports will serve to maximise 
benefit to member hubs, hub clients, employers, local communities and the wider economy.

The National Hub Network Working Group led by my Department has identified and 
mapped over 450 remote working hubs across the country. These hubs are invited to join the 
Connected Hubs Network to create shared infrastructure that will deliver real benefits to local 
communities. To date, approximately 160 hubs have joined the Connected Hubs Network, with 
this number rising on an ongoing basis. 

In March 2021 the National Disability Authority (NDA) published their assessment report 
for progress made on actions under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 – 2021 for 
2020. The report emphasises the importance of persons with disabilities being considered as part 
of any recovery from the current crisis. The National Connected Hubs network   is a key part 
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of our plans to make remote working a reality for thousands of people post Covid-19. In July 
this year, through the Connected Hubs funding stream, I awarded close to €9 million in fund-
ing to over 100 successful applicants. This funding supports the addition of capacity to existing 
remote working infrastructure in digital hubs and broadband connection points throughout the 
country. Disability access upgrades were explicitly included as one of the eligible criteria under 
my Department’s Connected Hubs 2021 call. 

The development of a national hubs network is a key commitment in Our Rural Future and 
I am committed to continuing my Department’s support for the development of remote working 
hubs in recognition of the vital role that they can play in our post-Covid recovery. The National 
Hub Network Working Group will explore all opportunities for further development of the 
Connected Hubs Network, including the ongoing provision of funding for disability facilities.

16/11/2021WRFF05600Community Development Projects

16/11/2021WRFF05700688. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when her Department expects to conclude work on restructuring the Community Services Pro-
gramme in line with the recommendations from the 2020 report carried out for her Department 
by a company (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55676/21]

16/11/2021WRFF05800689. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the expression of interest process for the Community Services Programme is expected to 
reopen. [55677/21]

16/11/2021WRFF05900Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): I propose to take Questions Nos. 688 and 689 together.

My Department’s Community Services Programme (CSP) currently supports over 420 com-
munity organisations to provide local services through a social enterprise model.

In 2020, an independent review of the Community Services Programme was undertaken by 
Indecon International Economic Consultants,   on behalf of my Department. The final report 
was published on 30 September 2020 and was accompanied by a High Level Action Plan out-
lining the timeline for the phased implementation for the restructuring of the programme. 

My Department and Pobal, who administer the programme on behalf of my Department, 
are currently working on the restructuring of the programme in conjunction with a Consultative 
Group, whose membership is secured from key sectoral stakeholders including CSP supported 
organisations, national organisations, community representatives and social enterprise repre-
sentatives. 

It was initially anticipated that the work on the restructuring of the programme would have 
completed by the end of 2021/early 2022. However, due to the Covid 19 pandemic, my Depart-
ment was required to refocus its priorities in order to develop a number of support schemes for 
community and voluntary organisations, charities and social enterprises, including the CSP   
Support Fund and the Stability Fund, to help organisations who required additional assistance 
during the crisis period. 

However, work is continuing on the restructuring of the new programme since the roll out of 
these schemes, with the next meeting of the Consultative Group scheduled for 23rd November.  
In addition, CSP supported organisations are being granted an extension up to 31 December 
2022, to allow for the restructuring of the programme to be completed during next year. 
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Pending the transition to the new restructured programme, the scheme is closed to new 
applications through the expression of interest process.  However, there are a number of or-
ganisations with plans currently under consideration, and if approved, they will be supported 
under the programme from January to April 2022 onwards. In addition, it is anticipated that the 
Programme will open calls to address identified gaps in service delivery in 2022.

  Question No. 689 answered with Question No. 688.

16/11/2021WRGG00300Community Development Projects

16/11/2021WRGG00400690. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the de-
tails of the new community development approach to be piloted by her Department in Droghe-
da, County Louth from February 2022 (details supplied); if she will publish the framework 
governing the pilot initiative; the amount of money her Department will allocate to the initiative 
in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55729/21]

16/11/2021WRGG00500Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): My Department is piloting a new community development project in two areas, 
including Drogheda, in 2022.  This ‘place-based approach’ is aimed at helping to develop lead-
ers in the community, so that local organisations can improve how they work together in the 
area. 

Total funding of €188,650 is being provided by the Department to cover the 18 month pro-
gramme in both areas.  The programme will be championed by local development companies 
in the areas who, under the oversight of the relevant local authorities, will lead on the delivery 
of the programme. 

Further information on the programme will become available as the projects progress. 

An evaluation and a review of the impact of the programme on participants, their organisa-
tions and collaborative engagement will be conducted during and at the end of the 18 month 
programme.

16/11/2021WRGG00600Library Services

16/11/2021WRGG00700691. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she 
will be providing updated guidelines to public libraries in respect of the use of library buildings 
for study and reading given the need for the use of such facilities by further and higher educa-
tion students. [55731/21]

16/11/2021WRGG00800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
pleased to advise the Deputy that, as announced by the Government on 30 August 2021 in its 
plan for the next phase of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, “COVID-19: Reframing 
the Challenge, Continuing Our Recovery and Reconnecting”, certain activities in libraries were 
allowed to resume from 20 September. I can confirm that this includes the provision of study 
and reading spaces, with appropriate protective measures in place.

However, the provision of public library services is a matter for each local authority in their 
capacity as library authorities under the Local Government Act 2001 and there may be certain 
branches where it is currently not possible to offer reading or study spaces,  due to space restric-
tions or staffing issues. 
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The ongoing operation of public libraries will be kept under review to ensure that they are 
in line with prevailing public health guidelines.  

16/11/2021WRGG00900Departmental Funding

16/11/2021WRGG01000692. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
there is additional funding available to offset the rising costs of construction for projects which 
have already been approved for grant aid but will fall short on funding for projects (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55822/21]

16/11/2021WRGG01100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
LEADER programme is a key intervention implemented by my Department which will help to 
underpin the Government’s rural development goals as outlined in Our Rural Future.

LEADER is administered by 29 LAGs which deliver funding in accordance with Local 
Development Strategies that have been agreed for each LAG area. Each LAG has been given 
a funding allocation for the duration of the programme. Project applications are made to, and 
approved by, the relevant LAG in each LEADER area.

With regard to the project referred to by the Deputy, I can confirm that the project received 
approval for a LEADER grant amount of €72,285 on the 12th   October 2021. In line with the 
programme operating rules the LAG may not increase the level of funding approved in respect 
of an individual project. 

However, outside of the project specific funding, the project promoter may wish to consult 
with their Local Community Development Committee with regard to their eligibility for fund-
ing under the Community Activities Fund. This €9 million fund which I launched last week 
with my colleague Minister Joe O’Brien will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged 
areas, with their running costs, as well as with improvements to their facilities. Groups will 
also be able to use the funding to carry out necessary repairs and to purchase equipment such 
as tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training 
equipment.

This once-off fund will be allocated under my Department’s Community Enhancement Pro-
gramme and in order to ensure there is sufficient flexibility to allow funding to be targeted to 
where it is needed in each Local Authority area it will be administered locally by the Local 
Community Development Committees (LCDCs).  

16/11/2021WRGG01200Community Development Projects

16/11/2021WRGG01300693. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when she envisages the Community Services Programme reopening for new applications; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55935/21]

16/11/2021WRGG01400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): My Department’s Community Services Programme (CSP) supports over 420 
community organisations to provide local services through a social enterprise model. The CSP 
provides an annual co-funding contribution of €19,033 for each fulltime equivalent (FTE) posi-
tion being supported, and, where warranted, provides €32,000 towards the cost of employing a 
manager. 

Qualifying organisations must be social enterprises capable of generating income from their 
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activities in order to meet the full salary costs of the supported posts, for example, from income 
received from the public use of facilities and services.

In 2020, an independent review of the CSP was undertaken by Indecon International Eco-
nomic Consultants, on behalf of my Department.  The final report was published on 30 Sep-
tember 2020 and was accompanied by a high level action plan outlining the timeline for the 
phased implementation for the restructuring of the programme. My Department and Pobal, who 
administer the programme on behalf of my Department, are currently working on the restructur-
ing of the Programme in conjunction with the CSP Consultative Group.  

Pending the transition to the new restructured programme, the scheme is closed to new 
applications through the Expression of Interest process.   However, there are a number of or-
ganisations with plans currently under consideration and if approved, they will be supported 
under the programme from January to April 2022 onwards. In addition, it is anticipated that the 
Programme will open calls to address identified gaps in service delivery in early 2022.

16/11/2021WRGG01500Departmental Funding

16/11/2021WRGG01600694. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of funding allocated under the Connected Hubs Fund by county in tabular form; 
the number of applicants that received funding; the estimated completion or progress to date 
on each project that was successful in securing funding in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55991/21]

16/11/2021WRGG01700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Our 
Rural Future, Ireland’s Rural Development Policy 2021-2025, recognises the opportunity for 
rural rejuvenation that remote working presents and also the potential of remote working hubs 
as key economic assets for our rural towns and villages. 

My Department operates a number of funding schemes that focus on projects supporting 
remote working through the development of hubs, including the development of BCPs as long-
term, digitally-enabled community assets. 

In July this year, through the Connected Hubs funding stream, I awarded close to €9 million 
in funding to over 100 successful applicants, details of which are available on the Department’s 
website. This funding supports the addition of capacity to existing remote working infrastruc-
ture in digital hubs and broadband connection points throughout the country.  Table 1 in the 
attached file provides the Connected Hubs funding allocations by county, including the number 
of successful applications. Currently, some 75% of successful applications have indicated to my 
Department that they are scheduled to complete before year end, with 18% of projects projected 
to finish in quarter 1 2022. A small number of projects have been unable to proceed. My Depart-
ment continues to engage with individual projects in relation to their expected completion dates 
to account for any possible changes to the timelines indicated to my Department.

The development of a national hubs network is a key commitment in Our Rural Future and 
I am committed to continuing my Department’s support for the development of remote working 
hubs in recognition of the vital role that they can play in our post-Covid recovery. 

Appendix 1

Table 1 – Connected Hubs 2021 Funding Allocation By County
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County Successful  Applications Allocation
Carlow 1 103,320
Cavan 2 236,016
Clare 1 209,700
Cork 8 425,456
Donegal 7 551,324
Dublin 18 670,676
Galway 9 654,211
Kerry 12 746,091
Kildare 5 263,573
Kilkenny 3 235,438
Laois 5 199,686
Leitrim 2 323,368
Limerick 4 404,688
Longford 1 234,678
Louth 3 129,208
Mayo 5 337,142
Meath 1 222,354
Monaghan 4 354,925
Offaly 2 287,282
Roscommon 3 327,445
Sligo 4 213,797
Tipperary 6 426,110
Waterford 1 240,890
Westmeath 2 139,215
Wexford 3 319,029
Wicklow 3 132,600
Multiple Counties 3 515,981
TOTAL 118 8,904,203

16/11/2021WRGG01800Rural Schemes

16/11/2021WRGG01900695. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if a breakdown of grants awarded by project and location since the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund was launched to date will be provided in tabular form (details supplied). 
[55992/21]

16/11/2021WRGG02000696. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if projects should apply for category 2 funding in order to be considered for category 1 major 
projects funding in relation to seed fund grants under the Rural Regeneration and Development 
Fund; the projects which were awarded funding under category 2 that are intended for further 
funds under category 1 by project and location in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55993/21]

16/11/2021WRGG02100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 695 and 696 together.

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund provides investment to ambitious and stra-
tegic projects that support rural renewal, strengthen and build resilience in rural communities 
and assist in the regeneration of towns and villages with a population of less than 10,000 and 
outlying areas.  The lead party in an application must be a State funded body.
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The Fund seeks applications under two categories. Category 1 relates to large scale ambi-
tious capital projects with all necessary planning and other consents in place and which are 
ready to proceed.  The minimum request from the Fund for Category 1 projects is €500,000.  
Category 2 relates to detailed project development and enabling initiatives to reach Category 1 
readiness.  There is no minimum request for funding for Category 2 projects.

The application process for proposals under the Fund is competitive in nature.  Applications 
are assessed by my Department under the oversight of the Project Advisory Board, comprised 
of representatives from key Government Departments and independent experts.  Once the as-
sessment process is complete, my Department submits a report to me setting out projects which 
have emerged from the assessment process as suitable to be recommended for funding.   I then 
consider that report and make the final decision in relation to the allocation of funding.

It is important to note that success in Category 2 calls relates only to securing grant funding 
for the cost of project development.  It does not follow that any proposal which is successful in 
any Category 2 call will automatically be in line for funding under future Category 1 calls.  Cat-
egory 2 projects which are progressed to Category 1 readiness will be subject to a competitive 
application process under future calls.  Proposals invited under Category 1 calls are not required 
to have previously received Category 2 funding.  

The third call for Category 2 applications closed on the 30th July 2021 and I expect to be in 
a position to announce the successful applications before the end of the year.  The fourth call for 
Category 1 applications will also be announced before the end of 2021.

Tables outlining the funding awarded under both Categories are set out at the following 
links.

[<ahref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq695-696-16-11-21_en.pdf “>Successful Projects Category A</a>]

[<ahref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-16_pq695-696a-16-11-21_en.pdf “>Successful Projects Category B</a>]

  Question No. 696 answered with Question No. 695.


