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      Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, answered orally.

11/11/2021WRA00400Vacant Properties

11/11/2021WRA005007. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of vacant properties and houses across the State as of 2021; and the number of va-
cant properties that are State-owned. [54715/21]

11/11/2021WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Addressing vacancy and maximising the use of existing housing stock 
is a primary concern of this Government, as demonstrated by one of the four pathways dedi-
cated solely to this priority area in the new Housing for All strategy. The most recent figures 
available from Census 2016 indicate that there were 183,000 vacant homes nationwide, a 20% 
reduction on figures reported in Census 2011 (230,000). 

However, work is underway by the Department of Finance through the current Local Prop-
erty Tax returns to assess the present vacancy situation and once collated and analysed this data 
will contribute to a number of policy initiatives outlined in Housing for All, including: 

- A new local authority-led programme to help Local Authorities buy or compulsory pur-
chase 2,500 vacant homes in their areas which can then be sold on the open market will ensure 
homes don’t lie vacant.

- Reform of the Fair Deal Scheme to remove disincentives to selling or renting unused 
homes.

- The Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund will be delivered by local authorities for the provision 
of serviced sites for housing, to attract people to build their own homes and to support the 
refurbishment of vacant properties, enabling people to live in small towns and villages, in a 
sustainable way.

- A new Town Centre First policy, which will include approaches to utilising existing stock 
and new financial incentive mechanisms. 

These measures are in addition to the vacant property tax consideration being pursued by 
the Department of Finance.

Statistics in relation to social housing stock, at a point in time, are published by the National 
Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their Annual Reports on Performance Indicators 
in Local Authorities. These reports provide a range of information in relation to social hous-
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ing stock, including levels of vacancy in local authority owned properties. The most recent 
report, relating to 2020, is available on the NOAC website. 

Questions Nos. 8 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

11/11/2021WRA00800Rental Sector

11/11/2021WRA0090011. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the issue of local councils being unable to en-
force a ban on short-term lets in rent pressure zones given that they are powerless to gather the 
landlord contact information or property ID required to bring about a prosecution; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55156/21]

11/11/2021WRA01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Legislative reforms to regulate the short-term letting sector through the planning code, in areas 
designated as “rent pressure zones” (RPZs), were introduced under the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2019 which came into effect on 
1 July 2019. 

Notwithstanding the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, significant work on the implementa-
tion and enforcement of the Regulations has been undertaken by planning authorities since they 
came into effect. In data returns submitted to the Department, planning authorities have report-
ed 6,121 instances of properties potentially in breach of the short-term letting legislation since 
its introduction, resulting in the commencement of almost 3,000 investigations and the issuing 
of 2,300 warning letters. Of these, 806 individual cases have been resolved to the satisfaction 
of planning authorities through the registration of properties, obtaining planning permission, or 
the ceasing of short-term letting operations.

Housing for All contains a specific action - (Action 20.4) - to “develop new regulatory con-
trols requiring short-term and holiday lets to register with Fáilte Ireland with a view to ensuring 
that houses are used to best effect in areas of housing need”. I have engaged with my colleague 
Minister Catherine Martin on this matter, and a number of meetings have been held between 
my Department and the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, and 
with Fáilte Ireland and further engagement will take place in the near future. 

Significant progress has been made on these proposals, which are being led by the Depart-
ment of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. Funding has been allocated in 
Budget 2022 and Fáilte Ireland will be commencing shortly with recruitment of staff to manage 
the design and infrastructure for a short term lettings registration system.  Work has also begun 
on scoping the legal changes which will be required  and are expected to be legislated for by 
Q2 2022.

11/11/2021WRA01100Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRA0120012. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the reason that public housing land in the remit of South Dublin County Council was recently 
sold to a private developer; the reason there is also a proposal to sell similar land in Dublin 
County Council, in view of the establishment of the Land Development Agency; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55042/21]

11/11/2021WRA01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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The Housing for All strategy was published on 2 September and provides the funding and the 
targets for the social housing and affordable housing schemes. This is the most ambitious hous-
ing plan in the history of our State, backed up by an unprecedented financial commitment of 
in excess of €4bn per annum. At a national level, over 300,000 new homes will be built by the 
end of 2030, including a projected 90,000 new build social homes, 36,000 affordable purchase 
homes and 18,000 cost rental homes. These homes will be provided by Local Authorities, Ap-
proved Housing Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partner-
ship between the State and retail banks.  

The enactment of the Land Development Agency Act, 2021, establishing the LDA as a com-
mercial State Agency, marks an historic move to use all lands available to the State to provide 
for housing supply and affordability needs and represents a crucial lever in terms of reaching a 
sustainable housing market.  However, it was not intended to delay or interrupt projects/ hous-
ing schemes already in-flight or at an advanced stage of planning. 

I understand the Deputy is referring to sites in both the South Dublin County Council and 
Dublin City Council areas. In relation to a recent sale of a site in South Dublin, I understand 
that the Members of the Council recently approved the disposal of lands to the preferred Eco-
nomic Operator to build 372 affordable homes and 123 private residential units at Killinarden. 
The Council members agreed in March 2020 to progress the procurement process and proceed 
to land disposal under the relevant legislation to accelerate the delivery of much needed afford-
able homes in the area. In addition, 125 social homes will be delivered as part of this develop-
ment.  The land associated with these social homes is not included in the approved disposal.

I understand that it is proposed to dispose of two sites owned by Dublin City Council (DCC), 
Oscar Traynor Road and O’Devaney Gardens, through the Housing Land Initiative competitive 
dialogue process to the preferred Economic Operator under Section 183 of the Local Govern-
ment Act 2001.  These schemes combined will deliver over 1,800 homes, including over 500 
new social homes, and between 400 and 900 cost rental and affordable purchase homes.  The 
plans for Oscar Traynor Road and O’Devaney Gardens predate the establishment of the LDA 
and going back to the drawing board now would result in an inordinate delay (DCC advise this 
could be up to five years) in the delivery of vital homes.

Question No. 13 answered orally.

11/11/2021WRA01500Proposed Legislation

11/11/2021WRA0160014. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the status of the judicial review Bill; when this Bill is likely to be enacted; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [54846/21]

11/11/2021WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The General Scheme of the Housing and Planning and Development 
Bill 2019 now referred to as the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill in the Legisla-
tive Programme Autumn Session 2021, was published in late 2019. The General Scheme was 
the subject of a public consultation process which ended in January 2020. The General Scheme 
sets out an initial outline of proposed revisions to the judicial review provisions in sections 50 
to 50B of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. 

My Officials are engaging with the Joint Oireachtas Committee (JOC) on Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage as the General Scheme of the Bill will be undergoing pre-legislative 
scrutiny before the JOC prior to the commencement of legislative drafting. The appearance 
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before the JOC is now expected to be scheduled early in 2022, once my Departments current 
legislative files are concluded. It is intended that drafting of the Bill will commence shortly after 
the appearance before the JOC with the introduction of the new legislation in Q2 2022 and that 
the new reforms will come into effect on the establishment of the Environmental and Planning 
Law Court which is also committed to in the Programme for Government.

Question No. 15 answered orally.

11/11/2021WRA01900Homeless Accommodation

11/11/2021WRA0200016. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the housing first scheme will be extended given the figures for homelessness have 
not reduced over the past two-year period (details supplied) and the fact the very first housing 
first property has just been rolled out in County Clare; the additional funding that will be avail-
able for homeless services in County Clare, for example, for wetroom facilities and an expan-
sion of emergency accommodation through budget 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55131/21]

11/11/2021WRA02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing First enables homeless individuals with high levels of complex needs to obtain perma-
nent secure accommodation with intensive housing and health supports.  The programme is a 
joint initiative of my Department, the Department of Health, the HSE and local authorities, in 
conjunction with NGO partners.

A total of 695 tenancies have been achieved under the current National Implementation Plan 
which ends this year, surpassing the target of 663.  Housing for All commits to an expansion by 
1,200 additional tenancies over the next five years. A new National Implementation Plan is to 
be published before the end of 2021.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the statutory role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level.

The administration of homeless services is organised on a regional basis with a lead author-
ity in place for each region.  Clare County Council is included in the Mid-West region along 
with Limerick City and County Council, which acts as the regional lead authority.

Some €9.18m was provided in Exchequer funding to the Mid-West Region in 2020 with 
€7.1m in funding recouped to date in 2021, with further payments to be made. It is a matter 
for each housing authority to bring forward proposals to my Department for 2022 to meet the 
needs of homeless individuals in their administrative area and the funding requirements will be 
considered in this context. 

Questions Nos. 17 and 18 answered orally.

11/11/2021WRA02300Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRA0240019. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if the criteria set out in the Housing for All plan for the development of affordable housing 
will result in affordable houses being delivered in County Clare. [54771/21]

11/11/2021WRA02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. Over €4 billion in funding is provided annually, 
representing the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing.  

54,000 affordable homes interventions will be delivered nationally between now and 2030 to 
be facilitated through a range of measures by local authorities, Approved Housing Bodies, the 
Land Development Agency and through a strategic partnership between the State and retail 
banks. 

Delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by local authorities of Housing Delivery Action Plans.  

Local authorities will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable hous-
ing, before the end of December 2021. This will allow each Local Authority, including Clare 
County Council, to determine any affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing 
Need and Demand Assessment and plan the provision of affordable homes accordingly. 

Additionally, Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the First Home Affordable 
Purchase Shared Equity scheme, which will commence in 2022 and will be available in all 
counties. 

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers. 

11/11/2021WRA02600Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRA0270020. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his plans to provide a social housing passport in order that persons can move for work, family 
reasons and so on, to different local authority areas without losing any time on the housing list. 
[54640/21]

11/11/2021WRA02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government provides for a package of social housing reforms, including 
the introduction of a social housing passport to allow households move from one local authority 
waiting list to another.   

There is already a degree of flexibility with regard to waiting lists. The four Dublin local 
authorities already co-operate in arrangements that enable social housing applicants to apply for 
housing in one or two of the other Dublin authorities simultaneously.  The household can there-
fore be eligible to receive offers of a social housing dwelling from any of the three authorities. 
Similar arrangements apply in the two Cork and two Galway local authorities.  

It is also already possible for households to move and relocate between housing authority 
areas under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme where there is agreement between 
the two housing authorities concerned and where the household income is within the appropri-
ate income limits. 

The issue of providing for wider mobility is being examined and further consultation with 
the local authority sector will be carried out. To date local authorities have indicated that the 
demand for such a scheme is likely to be low and that the operation of such a scheme would 
present significant administrative issues for the sector. 
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I will look at proposals in relation to such wider movement in due course along with the 
other reform package measures.

11/11/2021WRA02900Rental Sector

11/11/2021WRA0300021. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he will support measures to reduce rents given the crisis caused by rising rent costs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [54653/21]

11/11/2021WRA03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The solution to dealing with the rental market challenges is to provide for increased supply of 
homes. Housing for All – A New Housing Plan for Ireland does that through a range of inter-
ventions and unprecedented investment with in excess of €20 billion in funding over the next 
five years.

Housing for All lays the foundation for an entirely new housing tenure in Ireland, Cost 
Rental, which will be a game changer for rent affordability. Approximately 18,000 Cost Rental 
homes will be delivered by Local Authorities, Approved Housing Bodies and the Land Devel-
opment Agency  between now and 2030. In building to this scale, with an average of 2,000 Cost 
Rental homes per year, the State will provide certain focused funding supports to help delivery 
partners provide rental homes that target affordable rents at levels in the order of 25% below 
market rents. Delivery of Cost Rental at scale will have a stabilising effect on the wider rental 
market.

The Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 introduced measures in July 2021 to better 
protect tenants with affordability challenges by extending the operation of Rent Pressure Zones 
(RPZs) until the end of 2024 and prohibiting any necessary rent increase in a RPZ from exceed-
ing general inflation, as recorded by the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP). 

When introducing these measures, I was very clear on the need to carefully monitor infla-
tion. At that time, HICP inflation averaged 0.73% p.a. over the previous 3 years but had risen 
to 1.6% p.a. in the year ending June 2021. I needed to revise the RPZ rent control relatively 
quickly in July, on a basis that could be independently verified. 

To address the rent affordability challenges building on foot of the fast rising inflation rate, 
as recorded by HICP (CSO preliminary data for October 2021 shows HICP inflation of 5.1% 
p.a.), I secured Government approval on 4 November to introduce a cap on rent increases in 
RPZs of no more than 2% per annum pro rata. In effect, this will mean that rents may only 
increase by HICP inflation or 2%, whichever is the lower. The Residential Tenancies (Amend-
ment) Bill 2021 will be published shortly and is intended for priority enactment as soon as pos-
sible in December.

11/11/2021WRA03200Homeless Accommodation

11/11/2021WRA0330022. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the protocol with regard to those living in homeless accommodation provided by a local author-
ity in cases in which the income levels of persons change to an extent that it puts them over the 
income threshold for social housing; if they can remain on the housing list with no penalties; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54639/21]

11/11/2021WRA03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 



11 November 2021

7

Under the Housing Act 1988 it is a matter for each local authority to determine whether a person 
is regarded as homeless; section 2 of the Act sets out the requirements in this regard.  When 
a household has been assessed as homeless, section 10 of the 1988 Act provides that a local 
authority may provide accommodation and related services to that household.   This allows the 
local authority to provide an immediate response to ensure that those who are homeless are 
provided with the emergency accommodation required.  The ultimate aim however is to work 
with households to exit homelessness to homes in the shortest timeframe possible utilising the 
various social housing supports available.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

Under Regulation 28 of the Assessment Regulations, a household’s qualification for support 
may be reviewed at the discretion of a local authority and Regulation 29 provides that the house-
hold’s qualification for support shall be reassessed at the point of allocation of support. If upon 
review, a household is found to exceed the limits on income eligibility grounds, for example, 
they would be removed from the list. Furthermore, authorities are also required, when directed 
by the Minister, to undertake a statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA) to 
count the number of households on the waiting list for social housing supports whose need has 
not yet been met. The SSHA process requires all local authorities to review those households 
who are on their housing list but who are not currently in receipt of housing support.  

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas. 

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10% and separately a 2.5% allowance for 
each child. 

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Additional Superannuation Contribution. The Policy provides for a range 
of income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income 
that is temporary, short-term or once-off in nature. However, with the exception of the specific 
payments listed in the Household Means Policy as being disregarded, all income from social 
insurance and social assistance payments, allowances and benefits is assessable. 

The determination of whether an applicant household meets the income criteria is based 
on a calculation of their preceding 12 months’ net average income prior to the date of receipt 
of application. This ensures that the most comprehensive picture of a household’s current and 
previous income is available at the point of carrying out the assessment.

The documentation required with regard to proof of income is set out in the social housing 
application form. A degree of discretion is permitted to the local authorities as to the extent of 
documentation the authority deems necessary to ascertain a household’s average income over 
the preceding 12 months in order to satisfy themselves of the household’s true income pattern. 

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
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the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing. 

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for 
social housing supports in each local authority area is underway.  As set out in Housing for 
All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland, the efficiency of the banding model and its application to 
local authorities will be considered. Equivalisation as between singles and families will also be 
considered. The review will also have regard to new initiatives being brought forward in terms 
of affordability and Cost Rental housing. I intend that the review will be completed this year.

11/11/2021WRA03500Homeless Accommodation

11/11/2021WRA0360023. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on whether a service (details supplied) and the housing assistance payment limits are 
fit for purpose considering the national policy of preventing homelessness; the new measures 
he plans to put in place to ensure that the number of persons in homelessness does not continue 
to increase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55040/21]

11/11/2021WRA03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Supporting individuals and families at risk of homelessness is a key Government priority.  
‘Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland’, sets an ambitious objective of working to 
eradicate homelessness by 2030 and outlines details on how the Government is approaching 
this challenge.

Housing for All commits to taking action to prevent entries into homelessness in the first 
instance and to help those experiencing homelessness to exit into secure and sustained tenan-
cies.  The overriding objective of Government is to provide homes through the various social 
housing supports available.  If a household has been deemed eligible for social housing support, 
it is a matter for the local authority to examine the suite of social housing supports available, 
including the HAP scheme, to determine the most appropriate form of social housing support 
for that household in the administrative area of that local authority.   

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above 
the prescribed maximum rent limit to secure appropriate accommodation for a household that 
requires it, or up to 50% in the case of homeless households in the Dublin region.  It is a matter 
for the local authority to determine, on a case by case basis, whether, and to what extent, the 
application of the flexibility is warranted.

Additionally, households at risk of homelessness may be eligible for additional supports.  
To qualify for specific additional supports available to homeless households, a household must 
have been determined by the relevant local authority to be homeless within the meaning of sec-
tion 2 of the Housing Act 1988.  This is a targeted support for homeless households, who are 
finding it difficult to secure HAP tenancies, which provides all local authorities with the option 
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to pay deposits and advance rental payments for any households in emergency homeless ac-
commodation, or at risk of entering same, in order to secure accommodation through the HAP 
Scheme.  The operation of local homeless services, including the Place Finder Service, is a 
matter for each local authority.

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that HAP levels are adequate to sup-
port vulnerable households, while we increase the supply of social housing. My Department 
continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review. Under Housing for All, my 
Department will undertake an analytical exercise to examine whether an increase in the level of 
discretion available to Local Authorities under HAP is required, in order to maintain adequate 
levels of HAP support.

The Homeless HAP Place Finder service is an important aid for homeless households or 
households who are at risk of homelessness. The Place Finder service has proven effective, with 
HAP accounting for approximately 72% of the exits from homelessness recorded so far in 2021. 

11/11/2021WRA03800Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRA0390024. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when he plans to announce the new income limits for social housing; if he will review 
the new requirement in social housing assessment regulations that means that the income of 
the past 12 months of the applicant is taken into account rather than the current income (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55035/21]

11/11/2021WRA0395051. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the position regarding income thresholds for those trying to avail of social housing; 
the discussions his Department has had on raising the threshold; his plans to have these limits 
raised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54747/21]

11/11/2021WRA0397565. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the review of income eligibility for social housing supports in each local 
authority; the details of the new assessment methodology; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55221/21]

11/11/2021WRA04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 24, 51 and 65 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas. 

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10% and separately a 2.5% allowance for 
each child.

A table setting out the details of the three bands and the limits currently applicable in each 
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local authority area is available on my Department’s website on the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/04c69-social-housing-support-table-of-income-limits/ 

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing. 

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for 
social housing supports in each local authority area is underway.  As set out in Housing for 
All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland, the efficiency of the banding model and its application to 
local authorities will be considered. Equivalisation as between singles and families will also be 
considered. The review will also have regard to new initiatives being brought forward in terms 
of affordability and Cost Rental housing. I intend that the review will be completed this year.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Additional Superannuation Contribution. The Policy provides for a range 
of income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income 
that is temporary, short-term or once-off in nature. However, with the exception of the specific 
payments listed in the Household Means Policy as being disregarded, all income from social 
insurance and social assistance payments, allowances and benefits is assessable. 

More detail on what income is assessable and the full list of disregards is also available on 
my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/fb1f2-social-housing-support-household-means-policy/ 

The determination of whether an applicant household meets the income criteria is based 
on a calculation of their preceding 12 months’ net average income prior to the date of receipt 
of application. This ensures that the most comprehensive picture of a household’s current and 
previous income is available at the point of carrying out the assessment.

The documentation required with regard to proof of income is set out in the social housing 
application form. A degree of discretion is permitted to the local authorities as to the extent of 
documentation the authority deems necessary to ascertain a household’s average income over 
the preceding 12 months in order to satisfy themselves of the household’s true income pattern.

Social housing is a long-term housing support. Where an individual has recently lost em-
ployment, rent supplement is a short-term income support for people in the private rental sector.

Under the Housing Act 1988 it is a matter for each local authority to determine whether a 
person is regarded as homeless; section 2 of the Act sets out the requirements in this regard.  
When a household has been assessed as homeless, section 10 of the 1988 Act, provides that a 
local authority may provide accommodation and related services to that household.  This allows 
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the local authority to provide an immediate response to ensure that those who are homeless are 
provided with the emergency accommodation required.  The ultimate aim however is to work 
with households to exit homelessness to homes in the shortest timeframe possible utilising the 
various social housing supports available.

11/11/2021WRA04100Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRA0420025. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of the delivery of housing by the Land Development Agency in Dublin. [55163/21]

11/11/2021WRA04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government 
Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971. The Land Development Agency Act was recently signed 
in law and, on commencement, the LDA will be established as a commercial State agency.

There is ongoing engagement between the LDA and my Department in relation to the iden-
tification of relevant public lands suitable for the delivery of substantial additional housing in 
locations with a significant housing need. In the table below, are sites for future housing devel-
opment which the LDA are currently engaged within the Dublin area.

 - Size Projected num-
ber of units 

Stage of the pro-
cess/targeted com-
pletion date 

Partners 

CMH, Dundrum 28 acres   1,050 homes 
(estimated)   

Pre-planning public 
consultation com-
plete. LDA expects 
to lodge an applica-
tion for SHD in Q1 
2022. Construction 
start is projected for   
Q2 2025.   

OPW site.   

Meath Hospital, 
Dublin 8 

0.75 acres   Under review   Project under re-
view.   

HSE site.   

Hackettstown, 
Skerries 

16.8 acres   344 homes (esti-
mated)   

Pre-application 
consultation with 
Fingal and An Bórd 
Pleanála completed. 
Separate S34 roads 
application being 
progressed with 
Fingal Co. Co. SHD 
application submis-
sion expected in Q4 
in 2021.   

Housing Agency 
site.   
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 - Size Projected num-
ber of units 

Stage of the pro-
cess/targeted com-
pletion date 

Partners 

Castlelands, 
Balbriggan 

55 acres   817 homes (esti-
mated)   

Pre-application 
consultation with 
An Bórd Pleanála 
held in May 
2021.  Separate S34 
roads application 
being progressed 
with Fingal Co. 
Co.  SHD submis-
sion expected in Q4 
2021. Full Planning 
Application lodge-
ment estimated for 
December 21.   

Housing Agency 
site.   

St. Teresa’s Gar-
dens (Donore 
Project) 

5.87ha c.550 Pre-development 
stage   

In partnership 
with Dublin 
City Council   

Cherry Orchard 12.7ha c.800-1000 Pre-development 
stage – LDA pro-
curing design team   

In partnership 
with Dublin 
City Council   

In addition to the above sites, the Government announced earlier this year that the properties 
held by the Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) in the Liberties area of Dublin are to be 
transferred to the LDA in mid-2022. The LDA intends to prepare a plan for development on the 
site and will engage with the local community and other stakeholders on other potential civic 
and community uses in addition to housing.

In partnership with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, the LDA have also been 
granted planning permission for the development of 597 homes on a site in Shanganagh. Ap-
proximately 34% of the units will be for social housing, 51% will be cost rental and 15% will 
be for affordable purchase. Work has commenced on the construction tender process.

In addition, under Housing for All, it is planned to transfer additional sites in the Dublin area 
to the LDA following a due diligence process, which will determine the appropriate residential 
yield for each site and other issues arising such as relocation of services. These include ESB, 
CIE and OPW sites in Inchicore, CIE sites in Conyngham Road Garage and Broadstone Ga-
rage, Dublin Port sites, Teagasc and Horse Racing Ireland sites in Kinsealy and Carrickmines 
respectively, and the Defence Forces Site at St. Bricins Hospital.

11/11/2021WRA04400Local Authorities

11/11/2021WRA0450026. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Question No. 154 of 28 September 2021, when he expects all 
vacant homes officer positions in local authorities to be filled on a full-time basis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [54984/21]

11/11/2021WRA04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Since 2018, my Department has provided funding to each local author-
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ity of €50,000 per annum to support the work of a Vacant Homes Office including a Vacant 
Homes Officer. All local authorities have such officers in place, but the data indicates that the 
majority of these are currently on a part-time basis. 

In the context of Housing for All, a range of actions are set out to tackle vacancy in the exist-
ing housing stock.  This will include the launch of the town centre first policy before the end of 
the year, which will have a particular focus on tackling vacancy and dereliction and supporting 
the regeneration of town centres. This will be aided by a number of schemes to support the tack-
ling of vacancy, building and enhancing the current schemes for Buy and Renew and Repair and 
Lease and introducing a Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund and a scheme to CPO properties to ensure 
their use for residential purposes.

In this context, Housing for All commits to ensuring that vacant homes officers who will 
play a key role in implementing these programmes are full-time officers. This will ensure a 
dedicated focus on tackling vacancy and dereliction with a view to increasing the opportunities 
for residential development.  This will include options for social housing and for affordable 
housing in many town centres.  

My Department will be communicating with local authorities before the end of the year 
around the future process to ensure that a member of staff is assigned to these tasks on a full-
time basis.  

11/11/2021WRA04700Wastewater Treatment

11/11/2021WRA0480027. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the additional support and finance that will be put in place for Irish Water to remedy the ongoing 
issues with the waste treatment systems in 34 towns and villages as outlined in the EPA report 
on Urban Waste Water Treatment in 2020. [55103/21]

11/11/2021WRA04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water takes a stra-
tegic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer require-
ments. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects and programmes is a matter for 
determination by Irish Water.

The Programme for Government commits to funding Irish Water’s capital investment plan 
for water infrastructure on a multi-annual basis. The National Development Plan 2021-2030 
commits to almost €6bn capital investment by Irish Water in the period 2021-2025 of which 
over €4.5 billion of which will be Voted Exchequer funding in respect of domestic water ser-
vices.

In Budget 2022, I secured over €1.57 billion to support water services. This includes €1.459 
billion for domestic water services provision by Irish Water. The investment will deliver sig-
nificant improvements in our public water and waste water services, and support a range of 
programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine area. It is key to 
addressing Ireland’s shortcomings in water and waste water infrastructure, including compli-
ance with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.

11/11/2021WRA05000Citizens’ Assembly
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11/11/2021WRA0510028. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity will convene; and the discussions he has 
had with his Ministerial colleagues in relation to same. [51084/21]

11/11/2021WRA05200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The convening of a Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity is under 
discussion at a senior level between the Department of the Taoiseach and my Department. The 
timing and scheduling of the Assembly will depend on the outcome of these discussions and is 
ultimately a matter for the Department of the Taoiseach, under whose aegis Citizen Assemblies 
are held.

There  are a number of external factors which need to be considered before the scope and 
terms of the Assembly are framed. 

In this regard, work is currently underway in my Department on putting a consultation in 
place to ensure the views of stakeholders, such as youth, are included in the process. I consider 
it crucial that the views of our young people are properly and carefully considered in determin-
ing how we approach the biodiversity crisis in the coming years. In this regard, I have held 
discussions with my colleague Roderic O’Gorman, Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth. 

I hope to be in a position to launch the consultation before the end of the year.

11/11/2021WRA05300Electoral Commission

11/11/2021WRA0540029. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of his work to establish the Electoral Commission. [55203/21]

11/11/2021WRA05500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future commits to 
the establishment of a statutory, independent Electoral Commission. The legislative provisions 
for the Electoral Commission are being progressed as part of an Electoral Reform Bill, which 
also provides for the modernisation of the electoral registration process, the regulation of online 
political advertising during election periods and provisions which are aimed at assisting with 
the holding of electoral events where Covid-19 restrictions are in place. 

Following Government approval of the drafting of an Electoral Reform Bill, the Bill’s Gen-
eral Scheme was circulated to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage in January  for pre-legislative consideration. The General Scheme is available on 
my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/publication/34cf6-general-scheme-of-the-elector-
al-reform-bill-2020.  The Joint Oireachtas Committee carried out a thorough pre-legislative 
scrutiny process, taking in the views of a wide range of stakeholders and policy experts over 
seven sessions between January and August of this year. The committee’s pre-legislative scru-
tiny report was published in August and is available from the Oireachtas website at www.
oireachtas.ie/en/committees/33/housing-local-government-and-heritage/.   The recommenda-
tions in the report are currently being considered by my Department. My Department is con-
tinuing to work with the Attorney General’s Office on the drafting of the Electoral Reform Bill 
and good progress is being made. The Bill is on the list of priority legislation for publication in 
the autumn legislation programme.

In addition to the legislative work that is being advanced, progress is also being made in 
respect of the practicalities of the Commission’s establishment.  In this regard, a team was put 
in place earlier in the year and is working on the preparatory institutional and administrative 
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arrangements for the Electoral Commission, pending its formal establishment. 

11/11/2021WRA05600Local Authorities

11/11/2021WRA0570030. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to reform the local authority maintenance programme to reduce void turnaround 
times. [55076/21]

11/11/2021WRA05800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There are approximately 140,000 local authority owned social housing properties in the State 
which have an estimated market value of €25 billion. It is fundamental that a management and 
maintenance system be established to ensure these homes comply with the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations, 2019, that they provide good comfort levels for their occu-
pants and that vacancy and turnaround times are kept to a minimum.

My Department is committed to the introduction of proper management and maintenance 
of local authority owned social housing properties and is currently working with the local au-
thorities on the introduction of a stock condition survey roadmap to enable local authorities to 
transition from a largely response based maintenance approach to a more strategic and informed 
planned maintenance approach to stock maintenance.

A national standardised stock condition survey template and ICT system to support as-
set management have been agreed. The ICT system is currently being procured by the Local 
Government Management Agency on behalf of the Sector. It is envisaged that stock condition 
surveys will be completed over a four to five year period and begin once the ICT system to cap-
ture the stock condition data is in place.  This has been delayed somewhat owing to the Covid 
pandemic restrictions and it is likely therefore to be 2022 before surveys commence.

A Planned Maintenance Programme will be introduced in 2022 to provide funding support 
alongside budgetary provisions made by local authority elected members for housing repairs 
and cyclical maintenance as part of the local authority annual budget process. Funding will 
remain available under the existing programmes of stock improvement works, such as, Voids, 
Grants and Remedial Works Scheme during the transition to a planned maintenance approach 
over the years 2022 and 2023.  

Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRA0585031. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the plans for affordable housing in the Dublin Bay south area.  [55143/21]

11/11/2021WRA05875Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to step 
up housing supply and put affordability at the heart of the housing system, with an ambitious 
target of 300,000 homes over the next decade for social, affordable and cost rental, private 
rental and private ownership housing. 

Measures to deliver this housing are supported by over €4 billion in funding annually, rep-
resenting the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing. 54,000 affordable homes interventions will be delivered between now and 2030 to be 
facilitated by local authorities, Approved Housing Bodies, the Land Development Agency and 
through a strategic partnership between the State and retail banks. From this figure, there will 
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be 36,000 affordable purchase and 18,000 Cost Rental homes.

The delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the schemes set out in the Affordable 
Housing Act, 2021 and the funding being made available, will be underpinned by local authori-
ties’ Housing Delivery Action Plans. Local authorities, including Dublin City Council, will be 
submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable housing before the end of Decem-
ber 2021. This will allow each local authority to assess the level of demand with affordability 
constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and Demand Assessment and plan provision 
accordingly.   

Funding to support local authority delivery of affordable housing was made available through 
the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF). Following the Programme for Government commitment to ex-
tend the SSF, a progress review of SSF projects was undertaken. Considering feedback from 
local authorities, significant improvements to the scheme, now named the Affordable Housing 
Fund (AHF), have been agreed and communicated to local authorities by Circular in June 2021.   

In relation to the scheme governing the affordable purchase of local authority provided or 
arranged affordable housing, it is intended that regulations regarding income eligibility in re-
spect of the Local Authority Affordable Purchase Scheme will be in place shortly.

11/11/2021WRA05900Traveller Accommodation

11/11/2021WRA0600032. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the expenditure each year for the past ten years, including to date in 2021, on Traveller-
specific housing; the total number of Travellers on housing lists across the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [54327/21]

11/11/2021WRA06100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
the role of my Department is to ensure that there are adequate structures and supports in place 
to assist housing authorities in providing accommodation for Travellers, including a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding.

The total funding recouped to local authorities for expenditure on the provision of Traveller 
specific accommodation for the last ten years including 2021 to date is set out in tabular from 
below.

Year Amount
2011 €9,314,909
2012 €4,000,000
2013 €4,142,933
2014 €3,163,688
2015 €4,074,630
2016 €4,627,831
2017 €4,834,636
2018 €6,264,345
2019 €8,657,652
2020 €14,497,653
2021 (year to date) €7,881,048
Total €71,459, 329
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There is no figure for the total number of traveller families on local authority housing lists 
throughout the country as people are not required to identify their ethnicity when applying for 
social housing assessment. 

One of the recommendations of the Traveller Accommodation Expert Review report, com-
missioned in 2018 by the then Minister of State,  is to amend the assessment regulations gov-
erning the Social Housing Support application form to allow for a Traveller ‘ethnic’ identifier 
so that Traveller applicants for housing supports can be identified and have their housing needs 
planned for.  

A Programme Board has been established by my Department to drive implementation of the 
recommendations. One of the recommendations being considered in the 2021 work programme 
is the inclusion of a Traveller identifier on the Social Housing Support application form.

In the 2020 Summary of Social Housing Assessments produced by the Housing Agency and 
published by my Department in March 2021, a total of 1,047 households (or 1.7% of the over-
all total of applicants) nationwide expressed an interest in Traveller specific accommodation. 
However, this cannot be read as the total number of Traveller families on the housing lists list 
as many Travellers express a preference for standard social housing.

11/11/2021WRA06200Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRA0630033. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of new build social homes that will be delivered in County Mayo in 2021 
and 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55199/21]

11/11/2021WRA06400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing for All is the Government’s plan to increase the supply of housing to an average of 
33,000 per year over the next decade. Under Housing for All, the Government will deliver 
47,600 new build social homes in the period 2022-2026.  Individual targets for the delivery of 
social housing from 2022 -2026 have been provided to each local authority.

Details on social housing delivery for each local authority, across a range of delivery mecha-
nisms, are included in the social housing statistics published by my Department. This data is 
available to the end of Quarter 2 2021 and is available on the statistics page of my Depart-
ment’s website, at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-
provision/. 

A detailed Social Housing Construction Status Report is also published each quarter which 
provides scheme level detail on new build activity. The most recent publication covers the peri-
od up to the end of Quarter 2 2021 and is available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/
en/publication/d7709-social-housing-construction-projects-status-report-q2-2021/.  This data 
includes information for each local authority and includes a list of the individual projects that 
make up the new build programme for that local authority.

In the first six months of 2021, Mayo delivered 11 new build social homes and 31 leased 
homes. The construction shutdown due to Covid has had an impact on delivery but I have asked 
all local authorities to engage with developers, contractors and AHB delivery partners to take 
all possible measures to maximise delivery for the remainder of the year. 

In 2022, Mayo has been set a target to deliver 90 new build social homes.  Under Housing 
for All, each local authority is required to develop a Housing Delivery Action Plan by Decem-
ber 2021.  These Plans will set out details on how and when local authorities will deliver their 
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housing targets for the period 2022 - 2026.

11/11/2021WRA06500Real Estate Investment Trusts

11/11/2021WRA0660034. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he has engaged in discussions regarding a repeal of the competitive tax advantages of 
REITs within the housing market. [54716/21]

11/11/2021WRA06700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
have no function in the matter raised in the question. Taxation is a matter for the Minister for 
Finance and is outside the remit of my Department. 

The Finance Act 2013 introduced the regime for the operation of Real Estate Investment 
Trusts (REITs) in Ireland. The function of the REIT framework is not to provide an overall tax 
exemption but rather to facilitate collective investment in rental property by removing a double 
layer of taxation which would otherwise apply on property investment via a corporate vehicle.

REITs are required to distribute 85% of all property income profits annually to investors. 
Dividend Withholding Tax (DWT) at a rate of 25% must be applied to these distributions, other 
than those distributed to certain limited classes of investors such as pensions and charities as 
they are more generally exempt from tax. 

I understand that a number of amendments were made to the taxation of REITs as part of Fi-
nance Act 2019, to ensure the regime operates as intended and further details on these amend-
ments can be found at www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-finance/.

11/11/2021WRA06800Domestic Violence

11/11/2021WRA0690035. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the way the capital assistance scheme has been used to support the provision of emergency ac-
commodation to victims of domestic violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55150/21]

11/11/2021WRA07000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
While the responsibility for the development and provision of services to support victims of 
domestic violence rests with my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth, my Department provides capital funding to local authorities via the Capital 
Assistance Scheme (CAS) which is available to Approved Housing Bodies in the development 
of new refuges. 

Through CAS, local organisations have had funding support for refuges in recent years in 
Galway City, Louth and South Dublin and proposals from a number of other areas are at various 
stages of advancement. CAS funding remains available to support refuges and in that regard, 
I expect that the publication by Tusla soon of its Review of the provision of Accommodation 
for Victims of Domestic Violence, will assist in developing a plan to address refuge provi-
sion and related matters.  The recommendations of this review are to be considered as part of 
the third National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence that is currently 
being developed under the leadership of the Minister for Justice.

11/11/2021WRA07100Defective Building Materials
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11/11/2021WRA0720036. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he will report on discussions he has had with those campaigning for full mica redress; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [54654/21]

11/11/2021WRA07300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
met with persons and representatives of persons, whose properties have been affected by the use 
of defective concrete blocks in County Donegal, on three occasions. The first was at the launch 
of the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant scheme, which took place in Buncrana on 6 August 
2020. The second meeting was held virtually on 4 February 2021. The third meeting was also 
held virtually on 20 May 2021.

In response to concerns being raised by homeowners in relation to the Defective Concrete 
Block grant scheme, I established a time-bound working group, with representatives from my 
Department, the local authorities and homeowner representative groups who were tasked with 
reviewing the operation of the scheme and providing a report with recommendations originally 
by 31st July, 2021. 

I attended the first meeting of this group which took place virtually on the 30th June 2021 
where issues such as the terms of reference of the group, presentations on both the DCB scheme 
and Pyrite Remediation Scheme, contributions from the homeowner representatives and vari-
ous other items were discussed.

At the request of homeowners and in order to afford them more time to consider and re-
spond to key issues under discussion, it was agreed at the meeting held on the 27th July that the 
timeline for the submission of a report by the Working Group would be extended to the end of 
September, 2021. 

Both officials from my Department and the Housing agency continued to engage with ho-
meowner representatives throughout the month of August and a further meeting of the working 
group took place on the 17th of September, 2021.

I was also in attendance at the final meeting of the working group which took place on the 
29th of September at which the homeowners had an opportunity to present and discuss their 
“final position paper”. 

I received the final report of the Working Group on Defective Concrete Blocks in early Oc-
tober and have been in consultations since the publication of this report with various stakehold-
ers and Government colleagues. 

I intend in the near term to bring a memorandum to Government setting out proposals for 
improvements to the existing scheme, it’s future administration and various other matters raised 
in the report of the working group.

11/11/2021WRB00200Local Authorities

11/11/2021WRB0030037. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the development of a biodiversity officer programme pursuant to the 
Programme for Government; the analysis his Department carried out in 2021 to ensure that all 
31 local authorities have a sufficient number of biodiversity and heritage officers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55192/21]

11/11/2021WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department is responsible for the implementation of a range 
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of legislation and policy relating to biodiversity in Ireland, this does not include the employ-
ment of biodiversity officers, which falls under the remit of each local authority. Currently there 
are five biodiversity officers employed in the following local authorities: Fingal County Coun-
cil; Wexford County Council; Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council; Dublin City Council; 
and Kerry County Council.

The Heritage Officer Network Programme, run in partnership between the Heritage Coun-
cil and local authorities, employs twenty-nine heritage officers. Heritage Officers work with 
other sections within the local authorities to develop policies and projects which highlight the 
importance of natural and built heritage when planning for the future. They co-ordinate and 
implement County Heritage Plans and work with local environmental and community groups 
to organise events.

The Programme for Government outlines our ambition to tackle the biodiversity crisis and 
provides a framework for meeting the challenges that we face in doing so. Local authorities 
are uniquely positioned, within their own biodiversity plans and working with communities, 
to help halt biodiversity loss. Biodiversity officers are a key part of this and are crucial to the 
implementation of actions for biodiversity at local and regional level.

My Department is committed to supporting local authorities in the important role they play 
in the implementation of actions contained in the National Biodiversity Action Plan. Officials 
in my Department are working on a programme to facilitate the roll-out of biodiversity officers 
within local authorities nationwide. My Department’s investment in the biodiversity officer 
programme, through support of local authorities, will enhance their efforts to deliver benefits 
for biodiversity. In that context, I have allocated €600,000 in 2022 towards the programme.

11/11/2021WRB00500Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRB0060038. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of families with housing need currently in County Monaghan. [55049/21]

11/11/2021WRB00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
administrative area are provided in the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing Assess-
ments (SSHA). 

The most recent summary, conducted in November 2020, shows that 61,880 households 
were assessed as qualified for and being in need of social housing support. This represents a 
decrease of 6,813 households or 9.9% on the last assessment in June 2019. The total number of 
households qualified in Monaghan in November 2020 was 413, representing a decrease of 117 
households (-22.1%) between June 2019 and November 2020. 

Below is the link to the summary report for 2020 which includes breakdowns by each local 
authority across a range of categories. 

SSHA 2020 Report  www.gov.ie/en/publication/970ea-summary-of-social-housing-assess-
ments-2020-key-findings/#:~:text=The%20Summary%20of%20Social%20Housing,is%20
not%20currently%20being%20met.   

It should also be noted that the SSHA is a point in time snapshot of the demand for social 
housing support in each local authority area and does not necessarily reflect the dynamic nature 
of entry to and exit from the housing waiting lists.  
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11/11/2021WRB00800Water Pollution

11/11/2021WRB0090039. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the role his Department plays in preventing pollution in Dublin Bay; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53538/21]

11/11/2021WRB01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Primary responsibility for the monitoring, management, protection and improvement of water 
quality is assigned to local authorities under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts and 
related legislation.  

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level, including invest-
ment in waste water treatment plants and returning waste water safely to the environment in an 
efficient and sustainable manner.

The EPA is the key statutory body for investigating complaints of pollution and for the 
enforcement, both directly and through oversight of Irish Water and local authorities, of envi-
ronmental legislation in Ireland, including compliance in relation to licensed urban waste water 
discharges.

As part of Budget 2022, I secured funding of over €1.57 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.459 billion (Current €629m and Capital €830m) in respect of domestic water 
services provision by Irish Water. 

The overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and waste 
water services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, 
and support a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and 
marine area. It is key to addressing Ireland’s shortcomings in water and waste water infrastruc-
ture including compliance with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD).

In respect of Dublin Bay, the Ringsend wastewater treatment plant was originally designed 
and built to treat wastewater for a population equivalent of 1.64 million and is now overloaded. 
In response, Irish Water is currently undertaking a major upgrade of the plant. This upgrade will 
increase the capacity of the plant to cater for the growing population of the Greater Dublin Area 
and will address compliance with EU law.  Planning permission was granted for the project in 
April 2019, and the project is currently underway. 

In addition, my officials are currently examining the most suitable options to provide for 
safe bathing water during the winter months, and improve the dissemination of information 
around bathing water quality, particularly in the Dublin bay area. Both Minister Noonan and I 
have met with a number local interest groups for the Dublin Bay area, including the Dublin Bay 
SOS Group, and I am committed to developing a solution that will allow flexibility around the 
bathing season and the protection of those people who swim throughout the year. 

Ongoing work by the Dublin Bay Task Group, chaired by Dublin City Council is aimed at 
improving bathing water quality all year round. The work of this group, and the welcome com-
mitment from Irish Water to operate its ultraviolet filter at Ringsend for a period outside of the 
bathing season are already providing improved protection for bathers, while also improving our 
knowledge of the quality of our bathing waters outside of the defined season.  

The Programme for Government commits to funding Irish Water’s capital investment plan 
for drinking water and waste water infrastructure on a multi-annual basis and delivery of the 
funding package committed to in Project Ireland 2040. The National Development Plan (NDP) 
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2021-2030 (published on 4 October 2021) commits to almost €6bn capital investment to be un-
dertaken by Irish Water in the period from 2021-2025 of which over €4.5 billion will be Voted 
Exchequer funded in respect of domestic water services also referenced under Housing for All.  
This substantial and sustained investment will build on improvements in recent years to deliver 
enhanced environment conditions in our rivers, estuaries, lakes and coastal waters.

11/11/2021WRB01100National Parks

11/11/2021WRB0120040. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if will give further consideration to the strong wishes of communities across County Mayo 
to retain the name Ballycroy in the name of the National Park; if his attention has been drawn 
to the anger and disappointment at the dropping of the name; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55072/21]

11/11/2021WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I wish to thank the Deputy and the communities across County 
Mayo for their interest in the National Park.  I note the feelings of the local communities and 
wish to point out that while the name has changed to better represent the areas the National Park 
encompasses, my Department’s commitment to both Ballycroy and the National Park remains 
unchanged.

Since the expansion of the Park in December 2017,  two thirds of the National Park is lo-
cated outside the Ballycroy townland.  The name my Department has adopted for the Park is 
best suited to assist the integration of the original park and the newly acquired land fully into the 
Nephin Beg mountain range in the North Mayo landscape, to integrate with all the communities 
in the townlands above and to provide a clearer indication of the location to tourists and reduce 
confusion, especially in terms of the Nephin Wilderness area. 

The official state-of-the-art Visitors’ Centre for the National Park remains in Ballycroy vil-
lage, and my Department is currently developing proposals in conjunction with Mayo Co Coun-
cil and Fáilte Ireland to upgrade and invest in this area, including pursuing the potential for a 
Planetarium and Observatory to complement the National Park’s designation as a gold-tier 
Dark Sky park. The location of the Visitor facility is in Ballycroy village and the associated 
walks and educational facilities which attract visitors to Ballycroy will remain on all road sig-
nage in the region as we continue to grow the visitor numbers annually into both the parish of 
Ballycroy and the wider north Mayo region with the support of Mayo Co Council.

The revised name provides a clearer indication and reflection of the entire landscape, which 
fully represents this unique area on an international platform with IUCN recognition for Ire-
land’s sixth National Park.  

11/11/2021WRB01400Vacant Properties

11/11/2021WRB0150041. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the incentives he favours to help bring derelict houses back into use as homes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [54832/21]

11/11/2021WRB0160061. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when he plans to introduce new measures to help bring derelict houses back into use as 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54831/21]
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11/11/2021WRB0170082. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the new proposals in Housing for All which relate to the power of local authorities to 
address abandoned buildings in urban villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55078/21]

11/11/2021WRB01800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 41, 61 and 82 together.

This Government has recently published Housing for All which outlines in detail our ambi-
tious plan to deliver a sustainable housing system for Ireland. Core to this plan are four path-
ways, one of which relates to addressing vacancy and the efficient use of housing stock. I have 
been clear that at a time of such housing need, it is imperative that houses already available 
throughout the state are fully utilised. This makes sense economically, environmentally and for 
the benefit of our cities, towns and villages.  

To this end, Housing for All commits to establishing and funding a Towns Centre First pol-
icy in conjunction with the Department of Rural and Community Development and aligned to 
the National Planning Framework. The Town Centre First policy will act as a strategic guide to 
town centre planning, at the heart of which is the promotion of residential occupancy in towns 
and villages. 

The new Croi Conaithe (Towns) Fund will provide serviced sites to enable refurbishment of 
vacant properties and attract new building in the centre of small towns and villages in line with 
the National Planning Framework. A pathfinder programme in this area aims to make available 
as many as 2,000 sites for homes by 2025. 

We will also launch a Compulsory Purchase Order programme, led by Local Authorities, in 
order to maximise the opportunity to return vacant properties to productive use. The plan also 
brings a renewed focus on ensuring that state owned properties are either reactivated or placed 
on the market. 

In addition, more than €1.8bn has been allocated across the Urban Regeneration and Devel-
opment Fund (URDF) and Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) programmes 
towards projects to regenerate metropolitan areas and towns across the country. 

Finally, the Government has committed in Housing for All to examine the introduction of 
sanctions, possibly through the introduction of a Vacant Sites Tax, for non-use of residential 
property. The Local Property Tax returns currently underway will provide important data to 
inform these policy decisions moving forward. 

11/11/2021WRB01900Wastewater Treatment

11/11/2021WRB0200042. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to support the development and operation of small sewerage schemes in villages; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54973/21]

11/11/2021WRB02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department builds its strategic water policy and infrastructure delivery programmes around 
the National Planning Framework 2018-2040 and the National Development Plan 2021-2030. 
Investment is primarily delivered through Irish Water, while my Department operates the Rural 
Water Programme directly.

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
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vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water takes a 
strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer require-
ments. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects and programmes is a matter for 
determination by Irish Water.

Irish Water continues to improve water services for customers, through the delivery of its 
capital investment programmes.  As part of Budget 2022, I have secured funding of over €1.5 
billion to support water services. This includes €1.4 billion in respect of domestic water ser-
vices provision by Irish Water. In addition, the Programme for Government supports the uptake 
of Irish Water’s Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme 2020-2024, which will provide 
water and waste water growth capacity in smaller settlements that would otherwise not be pro-
vided for in Irish Water’s capital investment plan. 

Complementary to that Programme, my Department is also currently examining waste wa-
ter requirements in the context of villages and similar settlements that do not have access to 
public waste water infrastructure. I have instructed the relevant officials in my Department to 
prepare a report on this topic at a national level.  This process is at an advanced stage, and I will 
be in a position to consider the matter once I have received the final report. 

In addition, my Department’s Multi-annual Rural Water Programme provides capital fund-
ing under a number of measures relevant to the Deputy’s enquiry on the development of small 
waste water collection networks that are connected to the Irish Water system.  Information on 
the scope of capital grants and their amounts under the current multi-annual programme were 
provided to local authorities as part of the bids process under Circular L1/19 on 8 February 
2019. The Circular, including the Framework for the Programme, can be found on my Depart-
ment’s website at this link.

The operation by community-based groups of their own waste water treatment facilities, 
which are technically more complex than group water scheme treatment facilities, has never 
been included under the Rural Water Programme. This is because of the difficulties for volun-
tary groups in managing and maintaining such facilities in the long-term.

In addition, my Department has recently appointed an external consultant to prepare a report 
on the provision of research and information, to support a review of the wider investment needs 
relating to the Rural Water Sector. The complete report, which is scheduled to be delivered by 
the end of 2021, will focus on the governance, supervision, funding and wider investment needs 
relating to the Rural Water Sector.  The report will be used by the Rural Water Working Group, 
in its considerations of the wider long term objectives and needs of the Sector.

11/11/2021WRB02200Vacant Sites

11/11/2021WRB0230043. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of demands and the value of same for the vacant site levy issued by Gal-
way City Council and Galway County Council in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 
2021; the amount of the vacant site levy collected by Galway City Council and Galway County 
Council in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55191/21]

11/11/2021WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Under the vacant site levy provisions in the Urban Regeneration and 
Housing Act 2015, planning authorities were empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of 
the market valuation of relevant properties which were listed on local authority vacant site 
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registers in 2018, which relevant owners were liable to pay in January 2019. The rate of the 
levy increased to 7% for sites listed on local authority vacant sites registers from 2019 onwards 
which site owners became liable to pay in January 2020.

My Department proactively engages with local authorities with a view to ensuring that the 
vacant site levy achieves its full potential in terms of bringing concerned sites into productive 
use. In this regard, my Department issued Circular Letter PL 03/2021 on 8 March 2021 request-
ing the submission of a progress report on the collection of the levy by each local authority. This 
return included the data requested and is provided in the attached spreadsheet.

It should be noted that the vacant site levy is collected in arrears. The levy due in respect 
of 2020 is collected in 2021. Local authorities are still issuing demands in respect of 2020. A 
number of local authorities noted delays in issuing payment demands in respect of 2020 due to 
COVID-19. Local authorities can continue to issue demands for payment of the levy in respect 
of 2021.

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all out-
standing levies due are paid. Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will be a 
cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each year 
that a site remains vacant or idle and in respect of which levy liability is not paid.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-11_pq43-11-11-21_en.xlsx”>Vacant Site Levy</a>]

11/11/2021WRB02500Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRB0260044. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the impact the reduced interest rate for local authority mortgages under the Rebuilding Ireland 
home loan has had since its introduction in September 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55110/21]

11/11/2021WRB02700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
As part of Housing for All, I announced a reformed successor to the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan Scheme (RIHL), the ‘Local Authority Home Loan’. On 10 September 2021, I also an-
nounced a reduction of the mortgage interest rate for new borrowers of the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan by 0.25%. This lower rate will be retained for mortgages issued under the forth-
coming Local Authority Home Loan scheme.

This rate reduction makes repayments for new borrowers more affordable and is expected 
to increase the uptake of Local Authority mortgages over time. While it is too early yet to deter-
mine the impact of the interest rate reduction, my officials will keep this under review.

11/11/2021WRB02800Housing Schemes

11/11/2021WRB0290045. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when a new amended tenant purchase housing scheme will be finalised and local authority 
tenants can apply for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54328/21]

11/11/2021WRB03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Scheme 
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available 
for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a 
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minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social hous-
ing support for at least one year.

A review of the first 12 months of the Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. In addition, 
Housing for All, A New Housing Plan for Ireland, commits to maintain the right of social hous-
ing tenants to purchase their own home with some changes to eligibility. The review and the 
commitments in Housing for All are being examined as part of the work on the broader social 
housing reform agenda. I expect to be in a position to finalise changes to the Scheme once the 
work on these reform measures is complete.

11/11/2021WRB03100Defective Building Materials

11/11/2021WRB0320046. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the work of the Independent Working Group to examine defective housing. 
[55107/21]

11/11/2021WRB03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the important 
policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defects in housing, having 
regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, “Safe 
as Houses”.

In this context, I established a working group to examine defects in housing. The plena-
ry working group has been meeting monthly since March 2021 (except for August), in addition 
to subgroup meetings. The group’s terms of reference were adopted in May 2021 and include:

1. Examine defects in housing having regard to the recommendations in Item 4 “Addressing 
the legacy of bad building and poor regulation” in Chapter 4 of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Housing, Planning and Local Government report - ‘Safe as Houses? A Report on Building 
Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection’.

2. Establish the nature of significant, wide-spread fire safety, structural safety and water 
ingress defects in purpose built apartment buildings, including duplexes, constructed between 
1991 – 2013 in Ireland through consultation with affected homeowners, homeowner representa-
tive organisations, owners’ management companies, relevant managing agents, public represen-
tatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building professionals, industry stakeholders, 
insurance providers, mortgage providers and other relevant parties. Including such matters as:

- Identification and description of defect,

- Nature of defect – design, product, workmanship,

- Non-compliance with building regulations or actual damage,

- Severity/risk to life or serviceability of dwelling,

- Period of construction affected,

- Type of dwelling affected,

- Location of dwellings affected.

3. Establish the scale of the issue – estimate number of dwellings affected by the defects iden-
tified including those already remediated.
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4. Consider a methodology for the categorisation of defects and the prioritisation of reme-
dial action.

- In the case of defects with fire safety implications, consider how the framework for en-
hancing fire safety in dwellings can be applied to mitigate the risks arising from fire safety de-
fects pending the remediation of defects and the Code of Practice for Fire Safety Assessment 
of Premises and Buildings, which is currently being developed by National Directorate of Fire 
and Emergency Management.

5. Suggest mechanisms for resolving defects, in the context of the legal rights, duties and 
obligations of developers, builders, building professionals, insurers, mortgage providers, build-
ing control authorities, fire authorities, owners’ management companies, owner occupiers, rent-
ers and landlords, including:

- Technical options for the remediation of dwellings,

- Efficient means of carrying out work,

- individual dwellings or whole building approach,

- routine maintenance/refurbishment or remediation,

- Structures or delivery channels needed to facilitate resolution – advice and support.

6. Evaluate the potential cost of technical remediation options.

7. Pursue options on possible financial solutions to effect a resolution, in line with the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment to identify options for those impacted by defects to ac-
cess low-cost, long-term finance.

8. To report to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage on the Examina-
tion of Defects in Housing.

In regard to the working group’s deliberations, the group will seek to engage with a range 
of interested parties, including homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product 
manufacturers, building professionals and industry stakeholders, among others to examine the 
issue of defects in housing and report to me on the matter. Consultation with the relevant par-
ties has commenced and further arrangements in this regard are currently being put in place by 
the working group.

I am satisfied that the group is working effectively and efficiently on this complex matter 
and I look forward to a report in due course following completion of their deliberation. Once I 
receive the report I will give full consideration to its contents.

11/11/2021WRB03400Local Authorities

11/11/2021WRB0350047. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if 
his Department plans to reimburse local authorities for the significant income they have lost out 
on due to Covid-19 in particular reduced incomes from parking charges or decreased revenues 
from commercial rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55195/21]

11/11/2021WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department continues to engage with representatives of the lo-
cal government sector and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on the financial 
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challenges facing local authorities as a direct consequence of the pandemic, both in terms of 
additional costs incurred as part of the local government response and declines in local author-
ity income streams, including the loss of income from commercial rates and parking charges. 

€131m was recouped to local authorities in 2020 to offset the loss of income and addition-
al expenditure incurred by local authorities due to the pandemic. The Government recouped 
€729m to local authorities to fund the cost of a rates waiver in 2020.  This meant that for eli-
gible businesses their commercial rates were funded by Government for nine months of 2020.  
€480m was allocated by Government to fund the cost of the nine month waiver this year.  These 
are unprecedented measures, which offer support to businesses and financial certainty to local 
authorities. 

The Government, in Budget 2022, announced a more targeted commercial rates waiver for 
Q4 2021 to cover the hospitality and tourism sectors and €62.3m has been allocated by Gov-
ernment for this purpose. The waiver will have a positive impact for businesses, communities 
and for jobs. It will also ensure that local authorities receive funding in respect of commercial 
rates, which is critical in order for the local government sector to deliver for the communities 
and citizens they serve.

Local authorities continue to capture all related costs in their financial systems to aid finan-
cial analysis of the impact of Covid-19 on the local government sector. My Department contin-
ues to keep local authority income, expenditure and cash flow under review and will continue 
to work with all local authorities, both collectively and individually, on issues arising.

11/11/2021WRB03700Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRB0380048. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on the joint report of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission and the 
Economic and Social Research Institute on adequate housing; his views on the disadvantages 
experienced by young people, migrants, persons with disabilities and Travellers as outlined in 
the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48677/21]

11/11/2021WRB03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I am determined to ensure that housing policy must address the needs 
of all those who experience social exclusion in our society.  To this end, my Department is 
working to put in place the structures at local and national level to underpin this policy.

The Government continues to support the Traveller and Roma Strategy, and in that con-
text, in accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authori-
ties have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers 
and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation 
Programmes in their areas. My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate structures 
and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, including a na-
tional framework of policy, legislation and funding and we are working consistently to improve 
these in collaboration with all stakeholders.  

We also continue to support the National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability 
(NHSPWD) 2011-2021 which provides for the housing of people with disabilities in the com-
munity and moving from congregated settings. Over the period of the Strategy structures have 
been put in place at national and local level to ensure that local authorities plan and set targets 
for the housing of people with disabilities.  A review of the current Strategy is underway and a 
new Strategy will be put in place from January 2022. 
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To provide for the specific housing needs of younger persons leaving the care system my 
Department provides funding to Approved Housing Bodies for the provision of housing for this 
group. In the case of migrants who are non-EU citizens their eligibility for social housing is 
determined by their legal status with regard to residence in Ireland. In the case of programme 
refugees these are accommodated by local authorities under the International Refugee Protec-
tion Programme and asylum seekers are accommodated under the Direct Provision System 
which will be replaced by a new accommodation system by 2024.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as 
amended. All eligible households are entitled to access all of the housing support  mechanisms 
on an equal basis with all other citizens and local authorities work to ensure that all persons are 
treated with dignity and consideration regardless of age or ethnicity.

To ensure maximum delivery of homes for those who need them, particularly marginalised 
groups, I and my Department, have ongoing and extensive engagement with all local authorities 
across all delivery streams. We meet regularly with local authorities to progress social hous-
ing and I know that they are deeply committed to ensuring that such housing is provided to all 
eligible applicants as speedily as possible and that the support needs of all applicants are appro-
priately assessed. In addition to these meetings, targeted sessions have been held between my 
Department and local authority senior management to specifically discuss all aspects of social 
housing delivery. 

11/11/2021WRB04000Homeless Accommodation

11/11/2021WRB0410049. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he 
will report on his plans to tackle the increase in demand on homeless services due to evictions 
from private rentals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54568/21]

11/11/2021WRB0420088. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the action he plans to take to address the alarming increase in homelessness as reported by his 
Department’s monthly reports. [55105/21]

11/11/2021WRB0430092. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the immediate and urgent actions that will be taken to reverse the month-on-month 
increases in homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54971/21]

11/11/2021WRB04400102. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of his work to tackle homelessness in Dublin. [55164/21]

11/11/2021WRB04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 49, 88, 92 and 102 together.

Supporting individuals and families facing homelessness is a key Government priority. 
‘Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland’, the Government’s strategic housing plan 
to 2030, sets an ambitious overarching objective of working to eradicate homelessness by 2030 
and outlines details on how the Government is approaching this challenge. 

Through Housing for All, the Government is committed to taking action to prevent entries 
into homelessness in the first instance and to help those experiencing homelessness to exit 
into secure and sustained tenancies.  It also includes measures targeted specifically at those 
experiencing homelessness with complex needs. It commits to the continued expansion of the 
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Housing First programme, and, importantly, ensuring that health and mental health supports are 
provided for homeless persons.

Housing for All includes 18 distinct actions tailored to eliminate homelessness. €4 billion in 
capital funding is being invested annually on social and affordable housing. This is the biggest 
such programme in the history of the State. There will be an increase in supply across all tenure 
types, with over 90,000 social homes, 36,000 affordable homes and 18,000 cost rental homes 
to be delivered by 2030.

The most recently published data on homelessness, for September 2021, showed that there 
were 8,475 individuals comprising 6,131 adults, 1,005 families and 2,344 child dependants 
in emergency accommodation.  There was an increase of 263 individuals overall on the total 
for August 2021.  The year on year position is that September 2021 showed a decrease of 181 
individuals, or 2.1%, on the 8,656 total recorded in September 2020.  Since its highest level 
in October 2019 the numbers of individuals in emergency accommodation has decreased by 
2,039, or 19%, from 10,514.

The increase in homelessness seen in recent months is a serious concern for Government. 
While we have made significant improvements on the situation we were facing two years ago 
when homelessness was at its highest, there is still a lot of work to be done.

Recognising some weeks ago that there were increased numbers of households presenting 
to homeless services, I convened meetings with senior officials from the local authorities where 
homelessness is most prevalent. The meetings took place on the 7th October last and were at-
tended by officials from Dublin City Council, South Dublin, Fingal, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, 
Meath, Kildare, Cork City, Limerick City and County, Galway City and Waterford City and 
County Councils. I convened these meetings to discuss solutions, and to prioritise measures 
around homelessness preventions and exits.

I also convened a meeting of the Task Force on Homelessness in recent weeks. This Group’s 
members comprise the Dublin Region Homeless Executive, the Peter McVerry Trust, Dublin 
Simon Community, Focus Ireland, Threshold, DePaul, Crosscare and the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul as well as senior officials from my Department. The significant focus was on the com-
mon effort needed to prevent homelessness wherever possible, and to exit those in emergency 
accommodation into homes.

The challenges in addressing homelessness are complex and require meaningful cross-de-
partmental and interagency engagement. To this end. I intend to establish a National Homeless 
Action Committee that will bring together all key State Departments, agencies and authorities. 
The role of the Committee will be to drive delivery of interagency actions in Housing for All 
and to work together in a collaborative manner in bringing forward solutions to address home-
lessness.

11/11/2021WRB04600Rental Sector

11/11/2021WRB0470050. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will consider immediate measures to support renters in the private rental market in-
cluding a ban on rent increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54426/21]

11/11/2021WRB0480063. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will consider proper rent controls that would see rent pegged to average incomes 
and set by a rent authority considering the constant increase of rents despite RPZ legislation and 
amendments to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55037/21]
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11/11/2021WRB04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 50 and 63 together.

The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 introduced 
the Rent Predictability Measure to moderate rent increases in those parts of the country where 
rents are highest and rising fastest. A rent increase limit of 4% per annum initially applied in 
Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) . The introduction of the rent increase restriction in RPZs had 
regard to the constitutionally protected property rights of landlords and takes account of local 
rental market factors, providing certainty to tenants and landlords with regard to medium-term 
rent levels. 

Section 24A of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004, as amended, provides that the Housing 
Agency, in consultation with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an 
area should be considered as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such a proposal, the 
Minister requests the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct an assess-
ment of the area to establish whether or not it meets the criteria for designation and to report to 
the Minister on whether the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone (RPZ). 

The criteria to be satisfied by an area under section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 
for designation as an RPZ are as follows: 

- the information relating to the area, as determined by reference to the information used 
to compile each RTB Rent Index quarterly report, shows that the annual rate of increase in the 
average amount of rent for that area is more than 7% in each of at least 4 of the 6 quarters pre-
ceding the period immediately prior to the date of the Housing Agency’s proposal, and  

- the average rent for the area in the last quarter, as determined by reference to the informa-
tion used to compile each RTB Rent Index quarterly report, is –  

-  in the case of counties Kildare, Meath and Wicklow or an LEA in any one of those coun-
ties, above the average rent in the State, excluding rents in the 4 Dublin Local Authority areas, 
or  

-  in the case of any LEA outside of the Greater Dublin Area (i.e. Dublin, Kildare, Meath 
and Wicklow), above the average rent in the State, excluding rents in the Greater Dublin Area. 

Each RTB quarterly Rent Index Report includes a summary in Table 9 of the data used to 
establish whether each Local Electoral Area fulfils the criteria for designation as a Rent Pres-
sure Zone. This ensures transparency in relation to the position of individual areas in terms of 
average rent levels and increases. 

Having regard to the constitutionally protected property rights of landlords, a blanket ex-
tension of the RPZ rent predictability measure to rental properties across the entire country or 
a ban on rent increases is considered legally questionable and highly vulnerable to legal chal-
lenge. The Housing Agency and the RTB will continue to monitor national rents and if any 
LEA meets the designation criteria it will be designated as a RPZ. 

The Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 introduced measures in July 2021 to better 
protect tenants with affordability challenges by extending the operation of Rent Pressure Zones 
(RPZs) until the end of 2024 and prohibiting any necessary rent increase in a RPZ from exceed-
ing general inflation, as recorded by the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP).

When introducing these measures, I was very clear on the need to carefully monitor infla-
tion. At that time, HICP inflation averaged 0.73% p.a. over the previous 3 years but had risen 
to 1.6% p.a. in the year ending June 2021. I needed to revise the RPZ rent control relatively 
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quickly in July, on a basis that could be independently verified.

To address the rent affordability challenges building on foot of the unexpectedly fast rising 
inflation rate, as recorded by HICP (CSO preliminary data for October 2021 shows HICP infla-
tion of 5.1% p.a.), I have secured Government approval on 4 November to introduce a cap on 
rent increases in RPZs of no more than 2% per annum pro rata. In effect, this will mean that 
rents may only increase by HICP inflation or 2%, whichever is the lower. The Residential Ten-
ancies (Amendment) Bill 2021 will be published shortly and is intended for priority enactment 
as soon as possible in December.

Since 1 July 2019, the RTB is empowered under Part 7A – Complaints, Investigations and 
Sanctions – of the Residential Tenancies Acts to investigate improper conduct by landlords and 
to impose sanctions, where appropriate. The breaches of rental law that the Investigations & 
Sanctions (I&S) unit of the RTB can investigate include a contravention of the rent increase 
restriction and related procedures in Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs). The RTB has the power to 
impose sanctions if improper conduct by a landlord is found to have occurred, ranging from a 
formal written caution and/or a fine of up to €15,000 and/or costs up to €15,000. 

The Government is fully committed to ensuring that the full protections for tenants provided 
for in the Residential Tenancies Acts are applied. As of Quarter 2 2021, the RTB has com-
menced over 400 investigations into improper conducts and to date, almost €260,000 has been 
refunded to current and former tenants as a direct result of breach of rent setting rules.   

I have formally requested the RTB to escalate its response to non-compliance with the RPZ 
rent increase restriction, given its extensive investigation and sanction capabilities. An increase 
of €2M in Current Exchequer Funding was made available to the RTB in 2020, bringing the 
total amount of funding available to the RTB for operational costs to €9M for 2020.  

An additional €2M in Current Exchequer funding for RTB operational costs was secured in 
Budget 2021 bringing the total amount available to €11M in 2021.

Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 24.

11/11/2021WRB05100Rental Sector

11/11/2021WRB0520052. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the reason only 28 persons were sanctioned for breaking the rent pressure zone rules 
in the 12 months to July 2021 given the widespread breaches of the rent pressure zone rules; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54969/21]

11/11/2021WRB05300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2021 regulates the landlord-tenant relationship in the 
rented residential sector and sets out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants. The 
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body under the 
Act to operate a national tenancy registration system and to facilitate the resolution of disputes 
between landlords and tenants.  

Since 1 July 2019, the RTB is empowered under Part 7A – Complaints, Investigations and 
Sanctions – of the Residential Tenancies Acts to investigate improper conduct by landlords and 
to impose sanctions, where appropriate. 

The breaches of rental law that the Investigations & Sanctions (I&S) unit of the RTB can in-
vestigate include a contravention of the rent increase restriction and related procedures in Rent 
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Pressure Zones (RPZs). The RTB has the power to impose sanctions if improper conduct by a 
landlord is found to have occurred, ranging from a formal written caution and/or a fine of up to 
€15,000 and/or costs up to €15,000.

To date, the RTB has commenced over 400 investigations which are at varying stages in the 
investigation process. As of the end of Quarter 3 2021, 282 cases are in the investigation pro-
cess. Over 130 cases have been issued to Decision Makers for Decision. The Decision Makers 
are legal professionals with extensive decision-making experience. 

In over 90 cases, the decision of the Decision Maker has been finalised and has been issued 
to the relevant landlord. Of the decisions issued to Landlords, to date over 70% of decisions 
have resulted in a sanction. 

Covid-19 greatly impacted the number of court confirmations as the Courts were closed for 
large parts of 2020/2021. By the end of July 2021, sanctions had been confirmed for 29 cases. 
These were the first cases to be heard by the Circuit Court under the new processes established 
by Part 7A of the Residential Tenancies Act. 

Since the Court’s reopening after Summer Vacation, a further 8 applications for confirma-
tion have been heard and confirmed (please note that in some of these cases the landlord may 
still choose to appeal the Circuit Court decision to the High Court should they wish to do so) 
and it is hoped to have more scheduled for hearing before the end of Quarter 4 2021.

The RTB will continue to work with the Courts Services and will be making applications 
to relevant Circuit Courts for confirmation of sanctions on an ongoing basis. The RTB expects 
over 250 cases to be confirmed in 2022 as more cases come through the investigation pipeline, 
efficiencies in the process develop and access to the Circuit Court returns to pre-Covid opera-
tions. The RTB will publish the particulars of sanctions confirmed by the circuit court on its 
website once all legal and administrative processes have been completed. 

Since its inception, the Investigations and Sanctions Unit of the RTB has prioritised inves-
tigations into potential breaches of RPZ restrictions and during its first full year of operation in 
2020, 92% of investigations related to a breach of RPZ. 

The RTB is continuing to use its proactive powers of investigation to identify and investiga-
tion potential breaches of RPZ rules.  I have requested that the full powers and resources of the 
RTB are brought to bear in initiating and executing a robust and thorough campaign to identify 
non-compliance and breaches of RPZ rent increase restrictions and related procedures, includ-
ing those related to rent reviews and notification of exemption from the restrictions. In response 
to this, the RTB will activating a targeted and an incremental campaign over the coming weeks 
to identify tenancies where higher probabilities of non-compliance exist, to ensure such tenan-
cies are compliant with all relevant legislation. 

11/11/2021WRB05400Planning Issues

11/11/2021WRB0550053. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the status of the rural housing planning guidelines that are currently being prepared; the 
expected timeframe for completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55222/21]

11/11/2021WRB05600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Rural Hous-
ing 2005, were issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and require 
planning authorities to frame the planning policies in their development plans in a balanced 
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and measured way that ensures the housing needs of rural communities are met, while avoiding 
excessive urban-generated housing.  The Guidelines are available on the Government’s website 
at the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/23809-sustainable-rural-housing-development-guidelines/.

Since 2018, the National Planning Framework (NPF) is the national planning policy docu-
ment providing overall strategic policy for the future development of Ireland. National Planning 
Objective (NPO) 19 aims to ensure that a policy distinction is made between areas experiencing 
significant ‘overspill’ development pressure from urban areas within the commuter catchment 
of cities, towns and centres of employment, on the one hand, and remoter rural areas where 
population levels may be low and or declining, on the other. 

NPO 19 is aligned with the established planning approach as per the 2005 Guidelines, 
whereby considerations of social (intrinsic part of the community) or economic (persons work-
ing full or part-time) need may be applied by planning authorities in certain rural areas under 
urban influence in order to prevent urban sprawl.

A working group was established to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to 
the 2005 Guidelines and this group met on five occasions between May 2017 and January 2019.  
During this period, in 2018, the National Planning Framework (the NPF) was published and 
provides an important strategic basis for interpreting the 2005 Guidelines.  National Policy Ob-
jective (NPO) 15 of the NPF fully supports the concept of the sustainable development of rural 
areas by encouraging growth and arresting decline in areas that have experienced low popula-
tion growth or decline in recent decades, while simultaneously indicating the need to manage 
certain areas around cities and towns.

Updated Rural Housing Planning Guidelines are currently being prepared by my Depart-
ment to ensure consistency with new requirements and legislation at national and EU level 
introduced in respect of areas related to rural housing such as environmental protection, the 
Gaeltacht and climate action. The new guidelines will ensure a more consistent approach be-
tween counties and alignment with NPF objectives, and will be prepared in draft before the end 
of 2021.

11/11/2021WRB05700Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRB0580054. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his objectives and targets in respect of public authority and affordable housing with 
particular reference to ensuring that families currently renting can have a mechanism whereby 
they can purchase a home without having to accumulate a deposit which is an impossibility 
given the cost of renting; if he will consider setting precise targets under this heading; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55073/21]

11/11/2021WRB05900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With regard to issue of mortgage requirements and the assessment by financial institutions of 
mortgage applications, these requirements are governed by the Central Bank of Ireland which 
retains independence in the establishment of macro-prudential policy and mortgage measures. 

Information in this regard, including on exemptions and other matters, is available at the 
following Central Bank links: 

www.centralbank.ie/consumer-hub/explainers/what-are-the-mortgage-measures, 
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and 

www.centralbank.ie/financial-system/financial-stability/macro-prudential-policy/mort-
gage-measures,

I can confirm that Budget 2022 also announced the continuation of the Help to Buy Scheme. 
This scheme may return tax paid in the previous four years, up to a maximum amount of 
€30,000, to eligible first-time buyers who can use this amount as a deposit when purchasing 
a newly constructed home. More information on the Help to Buy scheme is available online 
at: www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx. 

In relation to affordable housing measures more broadly, the Housing for All strategy deliv-
ers on the Programme for Government commitment to put affordability at the heart of the hous-
ing system. Over €4 billion in funding is provided annually, representing the highest ever level 
of Government investment in building social and affordable housing. 

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable homes inter-
ventions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by local authorities, Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partnership between 
the State and retail banks,.

Delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authorities Housing Delivery Action Plan. This will allow each local 
authority to determine any affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and 
Demand Assessment and plan the provision of affordable homes accordingly. Local authorities 
will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable housing, before the end of 
December 2021. 

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme to primarily 
support affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level.

Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the designation by the Minister of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 al-
located €35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost 
Rental homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenant-
ing processes for further Cost Rental homes at Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
and Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are currently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units 
will be delivered through this funding, with the initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area 
and Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All 
target of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022.

The LDA will deliver both homes for affordable purchase and Cost Rental.  The Housing for 
All strategy outlined how the Land Development Agency through Project Tosaigh will seek to 
unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable homes.

The Housing for All strategy also introduced the Local Authority Home Loan as a succes-
sor to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme. This new scheme will include an increase in 
the income ceiling for single applicants in urban areas, thus increasing the number of people 
eligible. Additionally, from 10 September 2021, I have already implemented a reduction of the 
mortgage interest rate by 0.25% for new borrowers under the existing Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan. This lower rate will also apply to loans issued under the forthcoming Local Authority 
Home Loan scheme.   



Questions - Written Answers

36

Collectively, these measures will improve affordability for all families or individuals across 
society wishing to secure a home.   

11/11/2021WRB06000Maritime Jurisdiction

11/11/2021WRB0610055. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his input and the input of the NPWS in the Maritime Area Planning Bill 2021 with re-
gards to the biodiversity of Ireland’s seas and nearshore and the plans for increasing the marine 
protected areas in the interest of protecting the environment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55038/21]

11/11/2021WRB06200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Maritime Area Planning (MAP) Bill sets out proposed procedures 
for forward planning and project level assessments of specific proposals under the Planning and 
Development Act.  The National Parks and Wildlife Service is now under the remit of my De-
partment and engagement between officials has been ongoing throughout the development of 
the MAP Bill text in relation to those procedures.

Any development in the Maritime Area will be subject to full environmental assessment in 
the context of a particular planning permission application where the specifics of the develop-
ment and area in question will be considered in detail.

The Programme for Government, published in June 2020, commits to developing compre-
hensive legislation for the identification, designation, and management of Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs).  This legislation is a priority for my Department. Work to draw up a general 
scheme of an MPA Bill will commence in the coming weeks.  When drawing up the general 
scheme, account will be taken of the findings of the  report of the expert advisory group on 
marine protected areas, published in January 2021,  as well as the outcome of the recent public 
consultation on the wider MPA process which ran from mid-February to the end of July. 

My Department received circa. 2,400 submissions from members of the public and other 
stakeholders during this consultation process. An independent review and analysis of these 
responses is currently being carried out. The findings and conclusions from this study will be 
published in a detailed report that will also inform the development of the proposed MPA leg-
islation. 

11/11/2021WRB06300Electoral Process

11/11/2021WRB0640056. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on extending the voting franchise for general elections to all persons who qualify to 
vote in local elections. [55159/21]

11/11/2021WRB06500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No. 308 of 5 October 
2021, which sets out the position in this matter. 

11/11/2021WRC00200Natural Resources

11/11/2021WRC0030057. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the policy initiatives being taken by his Department to help ensure the implementation of 
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the EU Biodiversity Strategy in the context of land designation. [51557/21]

11/11/2021WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 proposes that by 2030 at 
least 30% of the EU’s land and marine areas, taken collectively across all 27 Member States, 
would be protected for biodiversity, and that 10% (or one-third of those areas) would have strict 
protection, meaning that no deliberate disturbance of species, and no deterioration or destruc-
tion of habitats would be permitted. Strict protections are likely to include areas such as ancient 
woodland and significant other carbon-rich ecosystems, such as peatlands, grasslands, wetlands 
and seagrass meadows. 

Specific criteria for identification of additional protected areas, the parameters of strict pro-
tection, and the question of burden-sharing across the EU27 in reaching the 30% target are still 
under discussion, however all Member States have been asked to nominate a list of existing 
protected areas (in addition to Natura 2000 sites) for selection, and to make an initial pledge 
for new areas to be protected as a contribution to reaching the 30% target across the EU as a 
whole.  These initial pledges will be discussed in a framework of biogeographical meetings 
with national authorities, relevant stakeholders and experts, which the Commission intends will 
take place over the next two years.  Ireland will be discussed with other Member States in the 
Atlantic biogeographical region.

In the meantime, my Department is exploring a range of initiatives including the potential 
to designate areas of land within public and semi-state ownership, to meet the commitments of 
the Biodiversity Strategy. A National Fen Survey will seek to identify a suite of fens suitable for 
protection, and areas of native woodland are also being surveyed to determine their suitability 
for protection.

11/11/2021WRC00500Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRC0060058. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the progress which has been made in finalising the parameters for eligibility for the various 
affordable purchase and rent schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55165/21]

11/11/2021WRC0070094. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the progress which has been made in finalising the parameters for eligibility for the various 
affordable purchase and rent schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55050/21]

11/11/2021WRC00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 58 and 94 together.

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, sets out the objective that everybody 
should have access to sustainable, good quality housing to purchase or to rent at an afford-
able price, built to a high standard and located close to essential services, offering a high quality 
of life.

Housing for All confirms the introduction of two new affordable purchase schemes.  The 
first will see the delivery of affordable homes by local authorities.  The second will see the 
introduction of a ‘First Home’ affordable purchase shared equity scheme for homes in pri-
vate developments.  Both of these schemes are primarily focused on supporting first-time buy-
ers purchasing newly-built homes. In terms of eligibility, they will be targeted at households 
constrained by the maximum mortgage and deposit available to them. The schemes will bridge 
the gap between the market value and what the household can afford via the provision of equity 
support. The equity support can subsequently be redeemed at any time at the homeowner’s dis-
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cretion, or remain outstanding until the home is sold or passed on.

The detailed design of the First Home is currently progressing for the scheme’s introduc-
tion in 2022. Eligibility will be informed by the Central Bank’s macro-prudential rules, along 
with designated price ceilings established by area for the scheme. Price ceilings for eligible 
homes and the maximum level of support available will be confirmed in advance of the scheme’s 
operation.

The first Cost Rental homes were delivered by the Approved Housing Body Clúid at Taylor 
Hill, Balbriggan, in August 2021, utilising funding from the Cost Rental Equity Loan scheme. 
The eligibility criteria  for prospective tenants was agreed with my Department on an adminis-
trative basis, given the need to occupy these homes as soon as possible. For Taylor Hill, tenants 
were required to prove that their net household income was below €53,000 per annum, that they 
were not in receipt of any social housing supports, that their household size matches the size of 
the property advertised, that they could afford to pay the cost rent for the home and that their 
household had only entered one application for a specific cost rental property.

With the relevant elements of the Act relating to the local authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme (Part 2) and Cost Rental (Part 3) commenced, it is my intention to make further Regu-
lations governing the eligibility and price ceilings that will be applicable to these schemes in 
the near future. 

11/11/2021WRC00900Vacant Properties

11/11/2021WRC0100059. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
number of vacant local authority owned properties in County Kerry; the funding set aside to up-
grade these vacant properties in 2022; the target number of properties to be upgraded in 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54569/21]

11/11/2021WRC01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting re-
pairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and carry-
ing out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section 28 of 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 2009.

Notwithstanding this, my Department provides annual funding support to local authorities 
in preparing vacant units for re-let under the Voids Programme. This funding was introduced 
originally to tackle long term vacant units and is now increasingly targeted to support authori-
ties to ensure minimal turnaround and re-let times for vacant stock.  

In 2021, Kerry County Council was allocated €1.56 million under the Voids Programme to 
remediate 78 vacant properties. My Department will continue to support the council in their 
work remediating vacant social housing properties. Details of the 2022 Voids Programme will 
be finalised in early 2022.

My Departments Energy Efficiency Programme also provides funding support to local au-
thorities for retrofitting works which, can be carried out across all local authority properties. 
The budget for this programme increased substantially in 2021 to €65 million. Kerry County 
Council received an allocation of €1.38 million to upgrade 51 properties. Their allocation under 
the 2022 programme will be announced early next year. 

Local authorities will always have a level of vacancy in their housing stock. This will fluc-
tuate over time, as tenancy surrender and re-letting of stock is an ongoing process. Therefore, 
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ongoing data in relation to vacant local authority owned homes are not collated by my Depart-
ment.

However, statistics in relation to social housing stock, at a point in time, are published by the 
National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their Annual Reports on Performance 
Indicators in Local Authorities. These reports provide a range of information in relation to so-
cial housing stock, including levels of vacancy in local authority owned properties. The most 
recent report, relating to 2020, is available on the NOAC website at the following link: 

noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NOAC-Local-Authority-Performance-Indicator-Re-
port-2020.pdf

It is important to note that my Department and local authorities supported by the Local 
Government Management Association  are working to transition from a largely response and 
voids based approach to housing stock management and maintenance to a planned mainte-
nance approach as referenced in Housing for All, policy objective 20.6. This will require the 
implementation of centrally hosted ICT system to support the completion of stock condition 
surveys by all local authorities and the subsequent development of strategic and informed work 
programmes which will be supported by my Department’s stock improvement funding pro-
grammes. It is envisaged surveys will commence early in 2022.

11/11/2021WRC01200Fire Stations

11/11/2021WRC0130060. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if his Department will approve funding for a new fire station in Rathdowney and Stradbally, 
County Laois. [54360/21]

11/11/2021WRC01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

In December 2020, I announced a new Fire Services Capital Programme for the period 
2021-2025, with a funding allocation of €61m. Following extensive engagement with fire au-
thorities, a number of proposals for station works etc. were received. The proposals were evalu-
ated and prioritised on the basis of the:

- Area Risk Categorisation of the fire station (population, fire risks, etc.);

- established Health and Safety needs;

- state of development of the project (is site acquired?, etc.); and 

- value for money offered by the proposal.

This new Programme will see six new fire stations built, continued support for the construc-
tion of a further 12 new fire stations, nine fire station refurbishments as well as the allocation 
of 35 new fire engines. In order to maximise the available Capital Programme funding, my 
Department re-assesses the status of projects in the Programme on an annual basis, and some 
flexibility is normally available to advance projects that are ready and that offer best value-for-
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money taking account of the state of readiness of projects more generally. 

Project consideration stages in my Department include submission of preliminary and de-
tailed appraisals; submission of design brief; selection of site; application for approval in prin-
ciple; appointment of design consultants; submission of a preliminary design; planning appli-
cation; submission of preliminary cost plan, detailed design and cost plans; and tender process 
and construction stages - each step subject to approval from my Department.

I understand that there was an historic project application in relation to the fire station in 
Rathdowney that did not eventually progress as proposed and that, in 2017, Laois County Coun-
cil put in place an extension on to Rathdowney Fire Station, consisting of separate male and 
female toilets, a shower cubicle and a new muster bay. While a new fire station at Rathdowney 
is not currently included in my Department’s 2021 – 2025 Fire Services Capital Programme, it 
is included in a list for annual review. Laois County Council has indicated that a new fire sta-
tion in Stradbally is their number one priority. My Department will have regard to this, and the 
totality of requests from fire authorities countrywide for funding, in considering any proposal.

Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 41.

11/11/2021WRC01600Local Authorities

11/11/2021WRC0170062. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the local authorities that plan to implement the proposals outlined in Housing for All which 
relate to affordable purchase homes and affordable rental homes; if they have communicated 
with his Department on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55077/21]

11/11/2021WRC01800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. Over €4 billion in funding is provided annually, 
representing the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing.  

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable homes inter-
ventions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by local authorities, Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partnership between 
the State and retail banks. 

Delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authorities Housing Delivery Action Plan. This will allow each local 
authority to determine any affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and 
Demand Assessment and plan the provision of affordable homes accordingly. Local authorities 
will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable housing, before the end of 
December 2021. 

Arising from the Programme for Government commitment to extend the Serviced Sites 
Fund (SSF), a review of SSF progress and projects to date was undertaken. Having regard to 
feedback from local authorities, a number of significant improvements to the funding scheme, 
now named the Affordable Housing Funding (AHF) scheme, have been agreed and communi-
cated to local authorities by way of Circular in June 2021.  

My Department has been accepting AHF applications since 1 September 2021. Further-
more, my Department is currently engaging with the 14 local authorities with SSF schemes 
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approved in principle to clarify whether they now wish to continue with their SSF application 
as agreed or re-submit their application to be considered under the new terms of the AHF.  

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme primarily to sup-
port affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level. 

Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the Ministerial designation of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 allocated 
€35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost Rental 
homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenanting 
processes for further Cost Rental homes at Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and 
Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are currently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units will 
be delivered through this funding, with the initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area and 
Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All tar-
get of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022. 

The LDA will deliver both homes for affordable purchase and Cost Rental.  The Housing for 
All strategy outlines how the Land Development Agency through Project Tosaigh will seek to 
unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable homes. 

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers. 

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 50.

11/11/2021WRC02000Vacant Properties

11/11/2021WRC0210064. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he has requested Cork City Council and Cork County Council to furnish details of all derelict 
properties currently on their respective registers; the way his Department now plans to tackle 
the problem of dereliction in Cork city and county; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [54980/21]

11/11/2021WRC02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Addressing vacancy and maximising the use of existing housing stock is a primary concern of 
this Government, as demonstrated by one of the four pathways dedicated solely to this priority 
area in the new Housing for All strategy. The most recent figures available from Census 2016 
indicate that there were 183,000 vacant homes nationwide, a 20% reduction on figures reported 
in Census 2011 (230,000). 

However, work is underway by the Department of Finance through the current Local Prop-
erty Tax returns to assess the present vacancy situation and once collated and analysed this data 
will contribute to a number of policy initiatives outlined in Housing for All, including: 

- A new local authority-led programme to help Local Authorities buy or compulsory pur-
chase 2,500 vacant homes in their areas which can then be sold on the open market will ensure 
homes don’t lie vacant.

- Reform of the Fair Deal Scheme to remove disincentives to selling or renting unused 
homes.

- The Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund will be delivered by local authorities for the provision 
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of serviced sites for housing, to attract people to build their own homes and to support the 
refurbishment of vacant properties, enabling people to live in small towns and villages, in a 
sustainable way.

- A new Town Centre First policy, which will include approaches to utilising existing stock 
and new financial incentive mechanisms. 

These measures are in addition to the vacant property tax consideration being pursued by 
the Department of Finance.

My Department issued Circular Letter PL 09/2021 on 17 September 2021 seeking returns 
from all local authorities regarding the implementation of the Derelict Site Act during 2020. 
The information received from Cork City Council and Cork County Council is provided below.

 - Local Authority: Cork City Council 
   
Notices   
   
Q.1 No. of sites in respect of which a no-

tice/demand under the Act issued
90

   
Derelict Sites   Reg-
ister

  

   
Q.2 No. of Derelict Sites on Register at 1 

January 2020
100

Q.3 No. of Derelict Sites entered onto Reg-
ister during the year

3

Q.4 No. of Derelict Sites removed from 
Register during the year

8

Q.5 No. of Derelict Sites on Register at 31 
December 2020

95

   
Acquisition   
   
Q.6 No. of Derelict Sites acquired by agree-

ment
1

Q.7 No. of Derelict Sites acquired compul-
sorily

0

   
Levy   
   
Q.8 No. of Derelict Sites levied during the 

year
67

Q.9 Amount levied during the year €1,739,640
Q.10 Amount received in respect of sites 

levied during 2020
€163,231

Q.11 Cumulative amount of levies outstand-
ing at 31 December 2020

€3,432,955
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 - Local Authority: Cork County Council
   
Notices   
   
Q.1 No. of sites in respect of which a 

notice/demand under the Act issued
13

   
Derelict Sites   Register   
   
Q.2 No. of Derelict Sites on Register at 

1 January 2020
180

Q.3 No. of Derelict Sites entered onto 
Register during the year

0

Q.4 No. of Derelict Sites removed from 
Register during the year

0

Q.5 No. of Derelict Sites on Register at 
31 December 2020

180

   
Acquisition   
   
Q.6 No. of Derelict Sites acquired by 

agreement
0

Q.7 No. of Derelict Sites acquired com-
pulsorily

0

   
Levy   
   
Q.8 No. of Derelict Sites levied during 

the year
12

Q.9 Amount levied during the year €44,700.00
Q.10 Amount received in respect of sites 

levied during 2020
€900.00

Q.11 Cumulative amount of levies out-
standing at 31 December 2020

€44,700.00

The Department continues to liaise with local authorities on the implementation of the Der-
elict Sites Act with a view to improving its effectiveness, and continues to keep the relevant 
provisions under review.

Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 24.

Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 8.

11/11/2021WRC02500Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRC0260067. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the steps he is taking to provide persons with intellectual disabilities and autism spectrum dis-
order suitable social or affordable housing. [55160/21]
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11/11/2021WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Government is determined to ensure that housing policy address-
es the needs of those who experience exclusion in our society, including those with disabili-
ties. The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability 2016-2021, which is a joint 
Strategy with the Department of Health provides that people with disabilities, including those 
in the community, and those in congregated settings, may access housing supports on an equal 
basis with other citizens. 

The current Strategy runs to the end of this year.  Development of a new joint Strategy to 
2027 is underway and has involved two consultation phases with a research phase running in 
parallel with the first consultation phase. A new joint Strategy will be in place by 1 January 
2022.  

The new Strategy is being developed within the framework of the overarching housing plan 
Housing for All – A New Housing Plan for Ireland  which was launched in September target-
ing delivery of more homes for people with different housing needs, including delivery of over 
10,000 new social homes per year to 2030. Specifically for people with disabilities, the Plan 
prioritises the delivery of an appropriate range of housing types and related support services in 
an integrated and sustainable manner promoting equality of opportunity, individual choice and 
independent living.

There is ongoing and extensive engagement with all local authorities across all delivery 
streams to ensure maximum delivery of homes for those who need them. I meet regularly 
with local authorities and I know that they are committed to ensuring that housing is provided 
to all eligible applicants as speedily as possible and that the support needs of applicants are ap-
propriately assessed.   

11/11/2021WRC02800Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRC0290068. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
when the new national housing strategy for disabled people will be published; if the strategy 
will move beyond the single strategy of decongregation and include the provision of supported 
living with targets and actual numbers in order that it can be monitored; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55041/21]

11/11/2021WRC03000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The current National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability  
(NHSPWD) 2011-2021 is a joint strategy with the Department of Health.

A first consultation phase for the development a new joint Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage and Department of Health Strategy to 2027 for the housing of people 
with disabilities was launched earlier this year, with a research phase running in parallel. 

A second consultation phase took place last month and preparation of the new Strategy is 
continuing. 

A new joint Strategy will be in place by 1 January 2022. 

11/11/2021WRC03100Housing Schemes

11/11/2021WRC0320069. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the progress of the affordable housing scheme in County Cork to date; his plans for this scheme 
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going forward; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54981/21]

11/11/2021WRC03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to step 
up housing supply and put affordability at the heart of the housing system, with an ambitious 
target of 300,000 homes over the next decade for social, affordable and cost rental, private 
rental and private ownership housing.

Measures to deliver this housing are supported by over €4 billion in funding annually, rep-
resenting the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing.  54,000 affordable homes interventions will be delivered between now and 2030 to be 
facilitated by local authorities, Approved Housing Bodies, the Land Development Agency and 
through a strategic partnership between the State and retail banks.

The delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the schemes set out in the Affordable 
Housing Act, 2021 and the funding being made available, will be underpinned by local authori-
ties’ Housing Delivery Action Plans. Local authorities, including both Cork City Council and 
Cork County Council, will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable 
housing before the end of December 2021. This will allow each local authority to assess the 
level of demand with affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and De-
mand Assessment and plan provision accordingly.

Funding to support local authority delivery of affordable housing was made available through 
the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF). Following the Programme for Government commitment to ex-
tend the SSF, a progress review of SSF projects was undertaken. Considering feedback from 
local authorities, significant improvements to the scheme, now named the Affordable Housing 
Fund (AHF), have been agreed and communicated to local authorities by Circular in June 2021.

My Department has been accepting AHF applications since 1 September 2021.  Further-
more, my Department is currently engaging with the 14 local authorities, including both Cork 
City Council and Cork County Council, with SSF schemes approved in principle to clarify the 
status of their approved SSF projects. 

Nine SSF applications from Cork received approval in principle; three from Cork City 
Council and 6 from Cork County Council.   In the case of Cork City Council, one SSF project 
is currently in progress and I understand that one will be resubmitted under the AHF applica-
tions process.  I also understand that Cork County Council has advised my Department of their 
intention to re-submit all 6 approved SSF projects to be considered under AHF. 

In relation to the scheme governing the affordable purchase of local authority provided or 
arranged affordable housing, it is intended that regulations regarding income eligibility in re-
spect of the Local Authority Affordable Purchase Scheme will be in place shortly. 

11/11/2021WRC03400Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRC0350070. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
when it is anticipated that the figures under the affordable housing scheme for each county will 
be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55111/21]

11/11/2021WRC03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. Over €4 billion in funding is provided annually, 
representing the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
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housing. 

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable homes inter-
ventions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by local authorities, Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partnership between 
the State and retail banks.

Delivery of affordable housing in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authority’s Housing Delivery Action Plan. Local authorities will be 
submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable housing, before the end of Decem-
ber 2021. This will allow each Local Authority, to determine any affordability constraint in their 
area based on the Housing Need and Demand Assessment and plan the provision of affordable 
homes accordingly.

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme to primarily 
support affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level.

Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the Ministerial designation of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 allocated 
€35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost Rental 
homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenanting 
processes for further Cost Rental homes at Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and 
Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are currently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units will 
be delivered through this funding, with the initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area and 
Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All tar-
get of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022.

The Land Development Agency will deliver homes for both affordable purchase and Cost 
Rental.  The Housing for All strategy outlines how the Land Development Agency through Proj-
ect Tosaigh will seek to unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable 
homes.

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers.

11/11/2021WRC03700Departmental Funding

11/11/2021WRC0380071. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Question No. 311 of 22 June 2021, when he expects a tender to be 
approved for the water-rock development project at Midleton, County Cork; when approval of 
the construction phase of the project is likely to proceed thereafter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54985/21]

11/11/2021WRC03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The objective of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to provide pub-
lic off-site infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages. This will enable the accel-
erated delivery of housing on key development sites in urban areas of high demand. LIHAF was 
designed to specifically address the issue of housing supply, a crucial factor in terms of house 
prices. 30 projects were approved with an overall budget of €195.7m, €146.8m Exchequer 
funded and the remainder funded by local authorities. 
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The Midleton Water-Rock LIHAF infrastructure includes services corridor link roads, trunk 
surface water drainage and other road/junction improvements and received original funding of 
€5.5m of which the Department will fund €4.13m.  Cork County Council issued an invitation 
for the works 3 August 2021 and the tender submission return date was 17 September 2021. 
The Council is currently in the process of concluding the tender evaluation process for con-
struction of the Water-Rock works. It is expected that this process will be concluded by the end 
of November 2021 and will have identified the most economically advantageous tender. Cork 
County Council has advised that it intends to make a submission on this matter to my Depart-
ment shortly thereafter. 

Commencement of infrastructure construction is dependent on receiving approval from my 
Department and full implementation of the Section 47 agreements by the Landowners. Section 
47 Agreements between the Landowners and the Council were countersigned by the Chief Ex-
ecutive of Cork County Council 31 July 2021.  Subject to both conditions above it is intended 
that the construction phase will commence in Q1 2022.   

11/11/2021WRC04000Departmental Reports

11/11/2021WRC0410072. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
when he plans to publish the final report of the working group on horticultural peat. [55048/21]

11/11/2021WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My statutory remit and responsibility as Minister does not include 
regulation of the harvesting or supply of horticultural peat. However, to assist in addressing 
the important issues around horticultural peat for domestic purposes, I set up an Independent 
Working Group under the Chair of Dr. Munoo Prasad. The potential of alternatives to the use of 
peat moss in the horticultural industry was examined extensively by the group, together with a 
number of related issues.

I received the final report of the Chair of the Independent Working Group on the 20th Octo-
ber. The contents are now being considered  carefully with a view to the matter being brought 
to Government in early course.  I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dr. Prasad, 
the members of the working group and all who contributed to the report.

11/11/2021WRC04300Budget 2022

11/11/2021WRC0440073. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the reason for reducing estate regeneration and refurbishment funding in Budget 2022 to €50 
million from the €73 million that had been allocated for 2021. [55106/21]

11/11/2021WRC04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Regeneration/Remedial subhead A.15, within my Department’s Vote, provides funding for 
a range of other very important supports in addition to the National Regeneration programme 
and Remedial Works Programme, namely the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme (DPGs) and Im-
provement Works in Lieu Scheme (IWILs).

In 2021 the budget available to this subhead is €73 million, of which, €46 million has been 
allocated to the programmes of Regeneration and €27 million made available for the DPG and 
IWIL schemes respectively.

Capital funding of €50 million is being provided in 2022 to support the National Regenera-
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tion Programme which equates to an increase of €4 million when compared to the €46 million 
which was budgeted for the programme in 2021. 

Reflecting the critical nature of the supports needed with regard to DPGs and IWILs in 
meeting the needs of some of the most vulnerable sectors of our community, it was agreed, as 
part of Budget 2022, that the funding for these programmes will no longer be reflected under the 
Regeneration/Remedial Subhead.  Instead, a dedicated and separate funding stream for these 
supports will be established next year.  To that end, I am particularly pleased that my Depart-
ment has secured capital funding of €25m in 2022 to ensure that we can continue to provide 
these important programmes which assist local authorities in carrying out the necessary works 
to cater for the needs of elderly and disabled tenants and families living in overcrowded condi-
tions.

The restructuring of the Regeneration/Remedial works subhead into two distinct funding 
streams demonstrates an increased commitment in this area.

11/11/2021WRC04600National Parks and Wildlife Service

11/11/2021WRC0470074. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his plans to promote biodiversity in urban centres; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [53537/21]

11/11/2021WRC04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
is the lead on the development and coordination of implementation of the National Biodiversity 
Action Plan (NBAP). The current Plan runs from 2017 to 2021 and work is underway on draft-
ing the next Plan, Ireland’s fourth, to be put in place next year. 

The Local Authority Biodiversity Grant Scheme, operated by the NPWS, offers funding to 
assist local authority biodiversity officers (and heritage officers in local authorities without a 
biodiversity officer) with the implementation of projects that promote actions contained in the 
NBAP.

First launched in 2018, the Local Authority Biodiversity Grant Scheme supports actions for 
biodiversity in local areas and is an important element of the overall NBAP implementation. 
Engagement with communities and local authorities is crucial to the implementation of the Plan 
and the grants help raise awareness of biodiversity issues locally, regionally and nationally.

Projects supported by the Scheme range from those that aim to increase appreciation of bio-
diversity and ecosystem services, to projects that support endangered species and ones tackling 
invasive alien species, including in urban centres. 

An amount of €1.35 million has been made available in 2021 for this scheme, double that 
of 2020.

Successful applications this year include:

- Carlow County Council Biodiversity project which aims to improve biodiversity by re-
placing annual bedding plants in containers in urban centre of towns in Carlow with native 
tress, perennials and shrubs which will they hope will create refuge corridors for birds, bees 
and insects;

- Cork County Council will develop a number of County Town Pollinator Plans;
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- Galway County Council will develop a Healthy Green Spaces Project - about improving 
the quality of Galway city’s green spaces to be welcoming and inviting for people, to deliver 
on the need to reverse biodiversity loss, support pollinators, make positive impacts against or to 
cope with climate change, reduce waste and the reliance on carbon based fuels;

- A total of 14 Pollinator Projects across the country worth €122,000, have been funded on 
awareness, education and more Pollinator Friendly planting. Many pollinator projects are lo-
cated in urban areas and make a positive contribution to biodiversity in our towns and cities. 

My Department continues to work with local authorities, particularly through the Heritage 
and Biodiversity Officers networks, with view to improving outcomes for biodiversity across 
the country. This crucial engagement will continue as my Department prepares the next Na-
tional Biodiversity Action Plan, due for publication in 2022.  

11/11/2021WRC04900Urban Development

11/11/2021WRC0500075. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the criteria and application timeline for urban regeneration and development fund funding 
in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55157/21]

11/11/2021WRC05100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The URDF was launched in 2018 to support more compact and sustainable development.  The 
Fund is providing part-funding for projects that will enable a greater proportion of residential 
and mixed-use development to be delivered within the existing built-up footprints of our cities 
and large towns, while also ensuring that more parts of our urban areas can become attractive 
and vibrant places in which people choose to live and work, as well as to invest and to visit.

In keeping with the aims of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and Project Ireland 
2040, the URDF demonstrates a new and more tailored approach to the provision of Govern-
ment support. Over its planned duration up to 2030, URDF support will be targeted in an inte-
grated, dynamic and responsive way to support the regeneration and rejuvenation of our towns 
and cities.   

Already, the URDF is providing assistance for major projects that will contribute to the re-
generation and rejuvenation of Ireland’s five cities and other large towns, in line with the objec-
tives of the National Planning Framework and National Development Plan.   

Through the URDF, successful applicants are receiving targeted integrated support for in-
novative holistic solutions to the issues that have hindered the regeneration and rejuvenation of 
our large towns and cities. 

To date there have been two Calls for proposals under the URDF with a total of €310m al-
located to date in respect of the 87 projects approved under Call 1, while in March this year I 
announced URDF funding support of €1.3 billion in respect of a countrywide programme of 45 
proposals approved under Call 2. 

Before being approved for URDF support all successful applications were assessed in terms 
of their alignment with the intended purpose of the URDF programme and also their viability.  
Each project is unique as each is location specific, and many are of significant scale, complex-
ity, and cost.  As is normally the case, such projects must be carefully developed and managed 
in accordance with the normal conditions and practices that apply to public sector managed 
projects including exercising appropriate cost control and delivering each project as approved 
and in full compliance with the Public Spending Code. 
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At this stage my Department’s immediate focus is on ensuring early progress on these im-
portant projects and in this regard my Department is currently engaged in a series of meetings 
with local authorities to discuss the advancement of the current programme of 132 transforma-
tional regeneration and development projects. 

Following completion of this process consideration will be given to the timing and focus of 
any next call for proposals under the URDF.

11/11/2021WRC05200Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRC0530076. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the options that are under consideration for mid-income families who cannot secure 
sufficient mortgages where financial institutions will not take their rental payments into con-
sideration on their applications; the engagement he has had with the Minister for Finance in 
relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55079/21]

11/11/2021WRC05400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With regard to issue of mortgage requirements and the assessment by financial institutions of 
mortgage applications, these requirements are governed by the Central Bank of Ireland which 
retains independence in the establishment of macro-prudential policy and mortgage measures.   

Information in this regard, including on exemptions and other matters, is available at the 
following Central Bank links:  

 www.centralbank.ie/consumer-hub/explainers/what-are-the-mortgage-measures,   

and  

www.centralbank.ie/financial-system/financial-stability/macro-prudential-policy/mort-
gage-measures, 

In relation to housing affordability more broadly, the Housing for All Strategy delivers on 
the Programme for Government commitment to step up housing supply and put affordability at 
the heart of the housing system, with an ambitious target of 300,000 homes over the next decade 
for social, affordable and cost rental, private rental and private ownership housing.

Measures to deliver this housing are supported by over €4 billion in funding annually, rep-
resenting the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing.  54,000 affordable homes interventions will be delivered between now and 2030 to be 
facilitated by local authorities, Approved Housing Bodies, the Land Development Agency and 
through a strategic partnership between the State and retail banks.

Following two broad-based Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) calls for proposals to local authori-
ties, funding of almost €200 million was approved in principle in support of 40 infrastructure 
projects in 14 local authority areas across 9 counties to assist in the delivery of almost 4,200 
affordable homes for purchase or for rent.

Delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authorities Housing Delivery Action Plan. 

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme to primarily 
support affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level.
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Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the designation by the Minister of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 al-
located €35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost 
Rental homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. 

The LDA will deliver both homes for affordable purchase and Cost Rental.  The Housing 
for All strategy outlines how the Land Development Agency through Project Tosaigh will seek 
to unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable homes.

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers.

Further information is available on the dedicated website www.rebuildingirelandhomeloan.
ie

For prospective purchasers of newly-built properties, the availability, through the Revenue 
Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may provide additional as-
sistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.

www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx

As part of Housing for All, I announced a reformed successor to the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan Scheme, the ‘Local Authority Home Loan’.  The Local Authority Home Loan will 
include an increase in the income ceiling for single applicants. 

For counties where the scheme’s house price limit is €320,000 (Cork, Dublin, Galway, 
Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow), the income ceiling for a single applicant will be €65,000. 
This will be an increase of €15,000 on the €50,000 income ceiling under the current Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan scheme. In the rest of the country where the scheme’s house price limit is 
€250,000, the income ceiling for a single applicant will remain €50,000. The income ceiling for 
joint applicants is €75,000. The maximum loan amount will remain €288,000.   

I have already implemented a reduction of the mortgage interest rate for new borrowers by 
0.25% under the existing Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL), as from 10 September 2021. 
This lower rate will also apply to loans issued under the forthcoming Local Authority Home 
Loan. 

I look forward to announcing further details in respect of the Local Authority Home Loan 
in the coming months.

11/11/2021WRD00200Defective Building Materials

11/11/2021WRD0030077. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of a reformed 100% redress scheme for homes affected by defective blocks with 
mica and pyrite; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55223/21]

11/11/2021WRD0040087. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage his plans to implement the motion passed unanimously by Dáil Éireann on 15 
June 2021, calling on the Government to deliver 100% redress for the families that have been 
devastated by mica and pyrite in the concrete blocks in their homes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54431/21]

11/11/2021WRD00500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 87 together.
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In response to concerns expressed by homeowners and a unanimous Dáil motion on the is-
sue of Defective Concrete Blocks, culminating in the June protest march, I established a time 
bound working group to consider the issues being raised. The first meeting of the group was 
held on Wednesday 30 June 2021, with the terms of reference agreed. In total 8 meetings took 
place over the lifetime of the group and numerous breakout sessions were also facilitated.

At the request of the homeowner representatives it was agreed to extend the timeframe of 
the working group from the end of July to the end of September. Throughout August my De-
partment facilitated the Homeowners intensive engagement with the Housing Agency to dis-
cuss the issues involved in greater detail.

The last meeting of the working group took place on Wednesday, 29 September, which al-
lowed homeowner’s representatives to present their final position paper and I was in attendance. 
I received the Report of the Working Group on Defective Concrete Blocks in early October and 
have engaged in consultations with Government colleagues.

I intend, in the immediate term, bringing a memorandum to Government which will set out 
proposals for improvements to the existing scheme, it’s future administration and various other 
matters raised in the Report of the Working Group.

11/11/2021WRD00600Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRD0070078. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the status of the delivery of housing by the Land Development Agency in Cork. 
[55193/21]

11/11/2021WRD00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim basis in September 2018, 
by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government Services (Corporate 
Bodies) Act 1971. The Land Development Agency Act was recently signed in law and, on com-
mencement, the LDA will be established as a commercial State agency.

The LDA are currently progressing the development of a HSE site at St Kevin’s Hospital 
in Cork. The site is 14.5 acres and is expected to deliver 265 homes. In April this year the 
LDA was granted planning permission for this site and the LDA have advised my Department 
that the first homes are expected to be available in 2023. 

A Cork Docklands Delivery Office was also established by Cork City Council in partnership 
with the LDA. The partnership will seek to promote a regeneration project of international scale 
and significance in Cork City.  Cork City Docklands is Ireland’s largest regeneration project 
with a total area of 146ha of land. The new office will lead the development of thousands of 
homes and the creation of a new urban centre for international investment into Cork City.

The delivery office will be tasked with creating partnerships and removing obstacles to 
development as well as co-ordinating stakeholder engagement and consultation.  It is intended 
that it will review all existing plans, meet key landowners and stakeholders and develop a de-
liverable but ambitious five- year strategy for the Docklands and will identify early deliverables 
to build momentum.    

11/11/2021WRD00900Fire Service

11/11/2021WRD0100079. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
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the progress in addressing the difficulties in retaining part-time firefighters and improving their 
terms and conditions. [54361/21]

11/11/2021WRD01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Service Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports fire authorities by establishing policy, setting national stan-
dards for fire safety and fire service provision, providing a central training programme, issuing 
guidance on operational and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority 
infrastructural projects.

 Fire services are provided in Ireland by local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. Under this legislation, there are 31 fire authorities 
which provide fire prevention and fire protection services for communities through 27 service 
delivery structures. Local authority fire services are delivered by approximately 3,300 local 
authority staff engaged at 217 fire stations nationwide. 16 of these stations being staffed by full-
time firefighters, a further 4 are mixed full-time and retained, and 197 are staffed by retained 
firefighters, with approximately 2,065 retained firefighters around the country. It is important 
to note that the numbers of fire service front-line staff have been maintained at a constant high 
level throughout the economic challenges of the past number of years, even when staffing num-
bers, by necessity, were reduced in other areas of the local authority sector. 

In 2013, my Department published ‘Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) - A Framework for 
Fire Safety in Ireland’. The adoption of KCS as national policy saw national norms/ standards 
being established for fire services in Ireland for the first time, against which local authority fire 
services could benchmark themselves.   The report of the Fire Service Validation Group, ‘ Fire 
Services in Ireland, Local Delivery - National Consistency’, published in 2016, noted the staff-
ing arrangements in place in fire services across Ireland to achieve these standards and that fire 
services manage staffing levels in fire stations to achieve the national standards of fire service 
response.

The prioritisation of work and effective management of all resources is, in the first instance, 
a matter for management in each of the fire services, based on their assessment of local risk, 
needs and resources. In relation to the staffing requirements in each local authority, under the 
Local Government Act, 2001 it is the responsibility of each Chief Executive to employ such 
staff and to make such staffing, funding, recruitment and organisational arrangements as may 
be deemed necessary for the purposes of carrying out the functions of their local authority.The 
provision of fire services by local authorities is based on a risk management approach which 
involves an analysis of the nature of the fire hazards and the incidence and extent of fires which 
occur, as well as the fire protection measures in place. There has been a welcome downward 
trend in the incidence of fire, with the fire fatality rate per million of population, using a three-
year average, currently at 4.3 deaths per million of population. While each death is one too 
many, this figure is a third of what it was twenty years ago when it stood at 12.9 deaths per 
million of population and positions Ireland among countries with very low fire fatality rates.

In relation to issues regarding recruitment and retention within the retained fire service; 
the Management Board of the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management has 
approved a proposal for undertaking a review of the model of local authority ‘retained’ fire ser-
vices delivery, with particular emphasis on the recruitment and retention of staff. The objective 
is to explore and understand the issues which are impacting on service delivery, to undertake 
research and analysis and to propose options which will underpin the continuing provision of 
effective and inclusive local authority fire services into the future.  
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11/11/2021WRD01200Regeneration Projects

11/11/2021WRD0130080. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the progress that has been made in ensuring that the homes in an estate (details sup-
plied) are removed from their current red zone demolition category; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54746/21]

11/11/2021WRD01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan (LRFIP) provides a roadmap for 
the regeneration of Limerick across the four main areas identified in the plan. Limerick City 
and County Council are the lead agency in the regeneration programme and are best placed to 
review and determine the approach to deliver on the overall objectives of the LRFIP. 

My Department remains fully committed to the delivery of the programme. I understand 
that my Department has not yet received a new proposal in relation to the homes in the estate 
referred to by the Deputy in the details provided. My Department will consider any such pro-
posal from the local authority on its merits. 

11/11/2021WRD01500Housing Schemes

11/11/2021WRD0160081. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when persons will be able to submit applications for affordable housing in north County 
Dublin. [54213/21]

11/11/2021WRD01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to step 
up housing supply and put affordability at the heart of the housing system, with an ambitious 
target of 300,000 homes over the next decade for social, affordable and cost rental, private 
rental and private ownership housing.

Measures to deliver this housing are supported by over €4 billion in funding annually, rep-
resenting the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing.  54,000 affordable homes interventions will be delivered between now and 2030 to be 
facilitated by local authorities, Approved Housing Bodies, the Land Development Agency and 
through a strategic partnership between the State and retail banks.

The delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the schemes set out in the Afford-
able Housing Act, 2021 and the funding being made available, will be underpinned by local 
authorities’ Housing Delivery Action Plans. Local authorities, including Fingal County Coun-
cil, will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable housing before the 
end of December 2021. This will allow each local authority to assess the level of demand with 
affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and Demand Assessment and 
plan provision accordingly.

Funding to support local authority delivery of affordable housing was made available through 
the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF). Following the Programme for Government commitment to ex-
tend the SSF, a progress review of SSF projects was undertaken. Considering feedback from 
local authorities, significant improvements to the scheme, now named the Affordable Housing 
Fund, have been agreed and communicated to local authorities by Circular in June 2021.   

In relation to the scheme governing the affordable purchase of local authority provided or 
arranged affordable housing, it is intended that regulations regarding income eligibility in re-
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spect of the Local Authority Affordable Purchase Scheme will be in place shortly.  

Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 41.

11/11/2021WRD01900Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRD0200083. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will ensure that persons who have been through a separation or divorce and or 
have been denied a mortgage on medical grounds have adequate access to the Rebuilding Ire-
land home loans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55200/21]

11/11/2021WRD02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): As 
with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is currently 
available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
ensures effective targeting. 

However, applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in 
accordance with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions, including: 

- they are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

- the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

- they have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

- the other party has remained in the family home.

In meeting the conditions as set out above, in particular that the other party has remained in 
the family home and that the potential applicant has relinquished any rights they had over that 
property, no financial gain should have been made by the potential applicant in exchange for 
relinquishing their rights to the property in this manner. Were the individual to have made a fi-
nancial gain in releasing their rights to the property, such as being bought out by the other party 
who remains resident in it, they would be deemed to have been compensated for their interest 
in the property, and therefore not be eligible as a first-time buyer.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis. Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.   

As part of Housing for All, a ‘Fresh start’ principle will apply to applications to State-run 
affordable housing and loan schemes in future. This means that people who are divorced/sepa-
rated and no longer have a financial interest in the family home, or who have undergone bank-
ruptcy or insolvency proceedings, will be eligible to apply for State loan schemes. 

Therefore, the successor to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, the ‘Local Authority Home 
Loan’, will apply this ‘Fresh start’ principle.  

Local authority mortgage protection insurance (MPI) scheme has applied to all house pur-
chase loans approved by local authorities after 1 July 1986, including the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan introduced on 1 February 2018. 

One of the conditions of the MPI scheme, which is a group policy, is that it is obligatory for 
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all local authority borrowers who meet the eligibility criteria to join the scheme. Altering this 
condition would have a negative impact on the scheme and increase the cost for all existing bor-
rowers. A local authority housing loan applicant, who is not eligible for the local authority MPI 
scheme, must source a suitable comparable individual MPI policy from the market.

I look forward to announcing further details in respect of the Local Authority Home Loan 
in the coming months. 

11/11/2021WRD02200Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRD0230084. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his attention has been drawn to a situation in which those in receipt of the housing as-
sistance payment who enter residential rehabilitation or detox treatment must inform the local 
authority they will not be staying there for a period of over three weeks and are often at risk of 
losing their HAP payment and thus becoming homeless. [55075/21]

11/11/2021WRD02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a form of social housing support for people who 
have a long-term housing need. The HAP scheme is legislated for under Part 4 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014. Consistent with the provisions in section 46 of the 2014 
Act, once approved for HAP, the local authority will expect the HAP tenant to stay in the same 
property for at least two years.  

Under the scheme, HAP tenants are required to sign a rent contribution agreement to pay a 
weekly rental contribution to the relevant local authority, in line with the local authority’s dif-
ferential rent scheme. As set out in the rent contribution agreement, this weekly rental contribu-
tion must be paid by them so that they remain eligible for the HAP scheme. 

The rent contribution agreement states that “The HAP Claimant agrees to notify the local 
authority if the property will be vacant for a period of more than two weeks”. Local authorities 
should consider such notifications on a case by case basis, including where there is a need for 
the HAP tenant to go into hospital or into a treatment facility for addiction issues. 

The day-to-day operation of the social housing system is a matter for the relevant local 
authority, and ultimately, it is the responsibility of the local authority, while taking a compas-
sionate approach, to make a decision in each individual case. 

11/11/2021WRD02500Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRD0260085. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the milestones for measuring progress which he has set for the Land Development Agency; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55166/21]

11/11/2021WRD02700101. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the milestones for measuring progress which he has set for the Land Development 
Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55051/21]

11/11/2021WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 85 and 101 together.

The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim basis in September 
2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government Services (Corpo-
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rate Bodies) Act 1971. The Land Development Agency Act was recently signed in law and, on 
commencement, the LDA will be established as a commercial State agency.

The LDA will be subject to various provisions under the Code of Practice for the Gover-
nance of State Bodies, as well as its statutory provisions under the Land Development Agency 
Act 2021. Oversight of the LDA, as a commercial state body, will be by way of a Shareholder 
Letter of Expectation (SLE). The SLE will include the objectives to be met by the LDA, the 
expected achievements of the Agency and the return expected by the shareholders, which will 
be the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage  and the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform. The LDA will also be required to produce a five year business and 
financial plan which will outline the LDA’s strategy, its planned investments and appropriate 
financial targets. 

Under Section 9 of the LDA Act, the LDA will also be required to report to the Minister 
for Housing, Local Government and Heritage  on its progress with regards to the achievement 
of the purposes of the Act on 31 March 2024, and every five years thereafter, as committed to 
under the Programme for Government. This will be in addition to the Annual Report on the per-
formance of its functions to be published each year by the Agency under Section 48 of the Act. 

Additionally, under Section 52 of the LDA Act, the LDA shall furnish a report to Govern-
ment every 2 years detailing how public lands are being utilised and identifying any lands 
which may be appropriate for the LDAs objectives. The first report to be provided by the LDA 
to Government is required to be submitted within 12 months of the coming into operation of 
Section 52 of the Act. 

In relation to housing delivery, the Housing for All strategy allocated €1 billion to the LDA 
through Project Tosaigh to unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of afford-
able homes, with a specific target of 5,000 affordable homes to 2026, the majority being cost 
rental. Consistent with other Housing for All stakeholders and targets, the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Housing (chaired by the Taoiseach) and the Delivery Group of Secretary Generals will 
monitor the progress of the LDA in delivering this target. 

Furthermore, the LDA participates on the High Level Affordable Housing Delivery Group, 
which was established by Department to draw together the key stakeholders responsible for 
delivering on the affordable housing interventions as detailed in the Housing for All strategy.

11/11/2021WRD02900Maternity Leave

11/11/2021WRD0300086. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he will report on the progress to date on establishing and implementing maternity leave for 
councillors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54700/21]

11/11/2021WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Councillors, like members of the Oireachtas, are office holders rather 
than employees. As such, they are not covered by the statutory framework for employees on 
issues such as maternity leave, sick leave and annual leave.

As matters stand, however, under the provisions of Section 18 of the Local Government 
Act 2001, councillors may be absent from the role for maternity purposes. Under Section 18, a 
councillor shall be deemed to have automatically resigned from membership of a local author-
ity if he or she is absent from meetings for a continuous period of 6 consecutive months.  Where 
the absence is due to illness or “in good faith for another reason”, then the period of absence 
may be extended first to 12 months and then to up to 18 months by resolution of the Council.
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A councillor who is absent for 6 months will continue to receive the full amount of his or 
her Representational Payment, currently worth €25,788 per annum. Thereafter this payment is 
reduced by 50% for absences of 6 to 12 months duration. A councillor who is absent for more 
than 12 months will not receive any further payments regardless of the reason for the absence. 

With effect from January 2017, the Social Welfare Acts were amended so that councillors 
gained access to the same benefits as self-employed contributors.  Accordingly, councillors are 
now reckonable for the purposes of accessing Class S benefits, including Maternity Benefit.   

Following the publication of Ms Sara Moorhead S.C.’s Review of the Role and Remunera-
tion of Local Authority Elected Members, I approved the establishment of a working group 
of key local government stakeholders, including councillor representative organisations.  The 
working group was tasked with drawing up an Action Plan for examination and implementation 
of the non-pay related recommendations in the Moorhead Report. Addressing these non-pay 
issues, together with the significant pay reforms for elected members that were approved by 
Government and brought into effect on 1st July 2021, will facilitate the retention of existing 
councillors, while also maximising the accessibility of local government to future candidates.  

As I believe that the issue of maternity leave warrants urgent attention and includes wid-
er matters and supports other than maternity leave, I asked the local government stakeholder 
working group to establish a subgroup specifically to examine all maternity-related matters for 
councillors.  This group, which is a representative and cross political party group of women 
councillors, has met a number of times to date, and has given my officials and I greater under-
standing of the needs of women councillors in this regard. 

My officials are working closely with the Office of the Attorney General on the legal issues 
identified.  My intention, over the coming months, is to bring forward a package of maternity-
related measures, including proposals for legislative change, which councillors will be able 
to avail of. I am determined to address as a matter of urgency, in a progressive and compre-
hensive manner. This will help to ensure that councillors are more fully representative of the 
constituents they serve, but also that the role of the councillor is accessible, manageable and 
sustainable for all.

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 77.

Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 49.

11/11/2021WRD03400Traveller Accommodation

11/11/2021WRD0350089. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the implementation of the recommendations of the Traveller accommoda-
tion expert review 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55130/21]

11/11/2021WRD03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Traveller Accommodation Expert Review Report has 32 recom-
mendations which can be broken down into 4 categories which are aimed at:  

1. addressing research deficiencies, including how information is gathered and used;

2. removing any potential delays and obstacles in the planning system in terms of delivery;

3. increasing resources and delivery capacity; and

4. strengthening governance arrangements.
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The recommendations have been categorised into separate streams reflecting recommenda-
tions that can be completed within my Department, recommendations that require the assis-
tance of other Government Departments and Agencies and recommendations that will require 
the commission of further independent research.

Prior to the establishment of a Programme Board to drive implementation of recommenda-
tions from the Expert Group Report, my Department has been progressing a number of recom-
mendations and consulting with and reporting on progress to the National Traveller Accommo-
dation Consultative Committee.

The Programme Board has agreed a work programme for 2021. Projects have been estab-
lished to examine in detail the issues which need to be considered in respect of the 18 recom-
mendations included in the current work programme. To date for example, a review has been 
concluded of the arrangements for the disbursement of funding for the provision and refur-
bishment of Traveller specific accommodation and a new process implemented for the 2020 
allocation of funding. I also approved a 50% increase in funding for the Management and 
Maintenance of halting sites and group housing schemes earlier this year.  Regulations are to 
be implemented shortly to provide for a Traveller identifier on the Social Housing Support ap-
plication form.  My Department has liaised with the CSO in relation to the upcoming census to 
ensure that all Travellers are facilitated to participate in Census 2022. 

The Programme Board has recently agreed to report progress on implementation of the 
recommendations contained in the report on my Department’s website.  It is expected that this 
information will be available shortly.  

11/11/2021WRD03700Housing Schemes

11/11/2021WRD0380090. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of his work with Dublin City Council to deliver affordable homes on the Poolbeg 
Strategic Development Zone site. [55104/21]

11/11/2021WRD0390098. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the Glass Bottle Site, Ringsend, Dublin 4; and his plans for affordable 
housing on the site. [55142/21]

11/11/2021WRD04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 90 and 98 together.

The regeneration of Poolbeg West is the next important step in transforming the Docklands 
area, given its strategic location east of Grand Canal Dock, with close proximity to important 
bridge connections to Dublin Port and North Lotts. The residential potential within the avail-
able lands is for a maximum of 3,500 additional residential units. 

The National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) is the responsible agency for the pro-
gression of this site in line with the requirements of the NAMA Act.  In June 2021, following 
a comprehensive international open market campaign, a consortium of Ronan Group Real Es-
tate, Oaktree Capital Management, and Lioncor Developments (“the Consortium”) acquired 
a controlling 80% shareholding in the company which owns the glass bottle site for €200m. 
NAMA maintains a 20% minority interest. The development of the site) will be undertaken by 
the Consortium. 

A condition of the planning scheme, as modified by An Bord Pleanála on 9 April 2019 is the 
provision of 15% social and affordable homes on this site in addition to the 10% statutory under 
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Part V arrangements. 

On 21 July 2021 the consortium submitted a planning application to Dublin City Council 
(DCC) for Phase 1 to construct 600 apartment units including 90 affordable housing apartments 
and 62 social housing apartments. The social and affordable housing is provided in accordance 
with Objective H7 of the Planning Scheme.  DCC issued a decision on 16 September 2021 re-
quiring the applicant to revert to the planning authority with further information on nine matters 
outstanding. 

Using all the delivery tools available to it, my Department remains committed to working 
with DCC, any relevant Approved Housing Bodies and the receiver and/or developers of the 
SDZ area to progress this site, subject to agreement on all the normal and relevant terms, in-
cluding value for money aspects.

11/11/2021WRD04100Building Regulations

11/11/2021WRD0420091. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he will provide an update on the Departmental working group that was set up to investi-
gate potential amendments to building regulations to require changing places (details supplied) 
in suitable public buildings; the number of times the group has met; if he proposes to meet with 
the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54830/21]

11/11/2021WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Building Regulations 1997-2019 set out minimum standards for 
the design and construction of buildings and works to ensure the health and safety of people in 
and around such buildings. They are subject to ongoing review in the interests of safety and the 
well-being of persons in the built environment and to ensure that due regard is taken of changes 
in construction techniques, technological progress and innovation. Part M of the Building Reg-
ulations deals with Access and Use. The associated Technical Guidance Document M provides 
guidance indicating how the requirements of Part M can be achieved in practice. Where works 
are carried out in accordance with TGD M, this will, prima facie, indicate compliance with Part 
M of the Second Schedule of the Building Regulations.

Part M of the Building Regulations aims to foster an inclusive approach to the design and 
construction of the built environment. While the Part M requirements may be regarded as a 
statutory minimum level of provision, the accompanying technical guidance encourages build-
ing owners and designers to have regard to the design philosophy of universal design and to 
consider making additional provisions where practicable and appropriate.

In December 2020, my Department established a Working Group to examine the provision 
for a changing places toilet in certain buildings. A changing places toilet offers larger supported 
facilities that address the needs of people for whom current accessible sanitary accommodation 
is inadequate. These facilities enable people with complex care needs to take part in everyday 
activities such as travel, shopping, family days out or attending a sporting event.

The plenary Working Group has met six times to date, in addition to a number of sub-group 
meetings.  Draft documentation, which includes Draft Building Regulations (Part M Amend-
ment) Regulations 2021, Draft Technical Guidance Document M – Access and Use 2021 and 
a Regulatory Impact Analysis, is currently being prepared  to support a  public consultation in 
the matter later this year.

Question No. 92 answered with Question No. 49.
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11/11/2021WRD04500Rental Sector

11/11/2021WRD0460093. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of households that currently live in cost-rental homes; the average cost of 
rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54970/21]

11/11/2021WRD04700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Using State support, a range of work is already ongoing to deliver Cost Rental housing.  My De-
partment is utilising the expertise of Local Authorities, the Land Development Agency (LDA) 
and the Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs), to deliver initial Cost Rental projects.

Under Budget 2021, €35 million was allocated to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) 
scheme, designed to facilitate Government loans to Approved Housing Bodies, to finance up to 
30% of the capital costs of new homes for Cost Rental. A further €75 million was allocated for 
the delivery of Cost Rental homes in Budget 2022. 

A total of 390 Cost Rental homes were approved under this first tranche of CREL funding 
in early 2021. Twenty five of these homes, being the first Cost Rental homes to be designated in 
Ireland, were acquired by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The first tenants moved in 
to Taylor Hill from 28 August 2021. The cost-covering rents for these homes is approximately 
40% below comparable open-market prices in the area, ranging from €935 per month for a two-
bed terraced house to €1,150 for a four-bed detached house. Clúid has also commenced their 
tenant selection for a further 56 Cost Rental homes at Barnhall in Leixlip, Co. Kildare. 

In addition to these 390 homes, another 50 Cost Rental apartments are currently being con-
structed at Enniskerry Road, Stepaside, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, by the Respond and Tuath 
AHBs, alongside 105 social housing units. Construction of these purpose-built Cost Rental 
homes is due to be completed before the end of the year and the tenant selection process is 
underway. 

Delivery of CREL homes is subject to construction schedules, which, together with housing 
projects more generally, were impacted by COVID delays at the beginning of this year. The ini-
tial timeframes submitted by AHBs were based on all efforts being made to deliver the homes as 
soon as possible. As AHBs sought to use CREL funding to allow developers to construct homes 
that may otherwise not have been delivered, the commencement of construction on these spe-
cific units was, in most instances, not possible until the lifting of relevant COVID restrictions.

Under the Housing for All Strategy, the Government recently confirmed it is intended that 
approximately 18,000 Cost Rental homes will be delivered by Local Authorities, AHBs and 
the LDA by 2030. In building to this scale and with an average of 2,000 Cost Rental Units per 
year, the State will provide certain focused funding supports to help delivery partners to provide 
rental homes targeting affordable rents, at levels in the order of 25% below market rents.  

Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 58.

11/11/2021WRD04900Local Government Reform

11/11/2021WRD0500095. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if the remuneration elements of the Moorhead Report have been implemented; if county and 
city councillors received their increased renumeration; the work that has been carried out on the 
non-pay elements of the Moorhead Report in relation to retention of local councillors; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [55194/21]
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11/11/2021WRD05100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): On 1 July 2021, with the agreement of Mr Michael McGrath TD, Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform, I gave effect to new regulations made under sec-
tion 142 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended. These new regulations implemented 
proposals approved by Government to reform the remuneration payable to local councillors, 
which rebalanced financial supports away from expenses allowances in favour of more normal, 
taxable salaried income. This is in line with the Programme for Government commitment to 
implement the Moorhead Report within 12 months. 

A circular was issued by my Department to local authorities on 30 June 2021 to notify them 
of the new regulations and the main provisions therein, including direction that local authorities 
could proceed to implement the new salary type payment from 1 July 2021.

In addition, a working group of key local government stakeholders, including councillor 
representative organisations, was established earlier this year tasked with drawing up an Ac-
tion Plan for examination and implementation of the non-pay related recommendations in the 
Moorhead Report. An Action Plan was approved by the working group before the summer and 
the group has now turned its attention to the implementation of the actions agreed. 

Addressing these non-pay issues, together with the significant pay reforms that were ap-
proved by Government and brought into effect on 1 July 2021, will facilitate the retention 
of existing councillors, while also maximising the accessibility of local government to future 
candidates.  

11/11/2021WRD05200Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRD0530096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which precise housing targets can be or are being met in each local au-
thority by county; the degree to which progress is being made towards meeting the needs of 
those on local authority housing waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55074/21]

11/11/2021WRD05400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The recently published Housing for All strategy is the Government’s plan to increase the sup-
ply of housing to an average of 33,000 per year over the next decade. Over 300,000 new homes 
will be built by the end of 2030, including a projected 90,000 social homes, 36,000 affordable 
purchase homes and 18,000 cost rental homes. 

Housing for All is supported by an investment package of over €4bn per annum, through an 
overall combination of €12bn in direct Exchequer funding, €3.5bn in funding through the Land 
Development Agency and €5bn funding through the Housing Finance Agency. 

Under Housing for All, the Government will deliver 47,600 new build social homes and 
3,500 social homes through long-term leasing in the period 2022-2026. Individual targets for 
the delivery of social housing have been provided to each local authority for the period 2022 - 
2026 and under Housing for All, each local authority is required to develop a Housing Delivery 
Action Plan by December 2021. These plans will set out details on how and when local authori-
ties will deliver their social housing targets.

Details on social housing delivery for each local authority, across the various delivery 
mechanisms, are included in the social housing statistics published by my Department. This 
data allows for monitoring the progress of each local authority and is available to the end of 
Quarter 2 2021 on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: www.
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gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/. 

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local au-
thority administrative area are provided in the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing 
Assessments (SSHA). The most recent summary, conducted in November 2020, shows that 
61,880 households were assessed as qualified for and being in need of social housing support. 
This represents a decrease of 6,813 households or 9.9% on the last assessment in June 2019. 
Since 2016, the numbers have decreased from 91,600 to 61,880, a reduction of 32.4%. It should 
also be noted that the SSHA is a point in time snapshot of the demand for social housing support 
in each local authority area and does not necessarily reflect the dynamic nature of entry to and 
exit from the housing waiting lists.

11/11/2021WRE00200Urban Development

11/11/2021WRE0030097. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the way the new Croí Cónaithe fund will support villages and towns across rural Ire-
land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55144/21]

11/11/2021WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Our recently launched Housing for All plan sets out four pathways to a 
sustainable housing system. A key objective is that everyone in the State should have access to 
a home to purchase or rent at an affordable price, built to a high standard and in the right place, 
offering a high quality of life. 

Aligned with our overall National Planning Framework (NPF) objective for compact growth, 
vibrant, liveable cities and towns must offer options for both owner occupiers and renters, at 
all income levels.  The new Croí Cónaithe   fund as outlined in Housing for All, is intended 
to ensure that aligned with the objectives of the NPF, additional choices are made available to 
home buyers in our urban cores, and town centres.   It will do this by working to extend home 
ownership options, where the choice is currently limited:

- In urban areas, for apartment living in developments over a certain height/density thresh-
old;

- In towns, where options for building new private dwellings have been constrained by the 
lack of serviced sites. 

In relation to towns, particular  challenges arise for facilitating owner-occupation in towns, 
where viable sites available for building of new homes are in short supply. There is significant 
potential for local authorities to support homeownership in these areas by making available ser-
viced sites at a reduced cost or providing support towards the refurbishment of vacant proper-
ties where the level of vacancy or dereliction is high.  A pathfinder programme will be initiated 
as part of a Croí Cónaithe (Towns) fund, to facilitate the making available of some 2,000 sites 
for homes by 2025.

Both the Towns and Cities elements of Croí Cónaithe will work alongside other related 
funds such as the Affordable Housing Fund and complement measures forthcoming in the 
Towns Centre First (TCF) policy framework, details of which are expected to be finalised be-
fore the end of 2021.  

Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 90.
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11/11/2021WRE00600Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRE0070099. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the delivery of housing under the Housing for All plan (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54957/21]

11/11/2021WRE00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing for All is the Government’s plan to increase the supply of housing to an average of 
33,000 per year over the next decade. Over 300,000 new homes will be built by the end of 2030, 
including a projected 90,000 social homes, 36,000 affordable purchase homes and 18,000 cost 
rental homes.   

The Plan is backed by historic levels of investment with in excess of €20bn through the Ex-
chequer, the Land Development Agency and the Housing Finance Agency over the next 5 years. 
This will provide the sector with the stability and certainty it needs.   

Indications of increased construction activity are becoming evident which will help increase 
the supply and availability of housing.   

There is a strong supply pipeline, with latest Commencement Notices data showing that in 
the year to September 2021, 30,519 residential units were commenced, up 40% year-on-year, 
when compared to the same period to September 2020. The number of homes for which Com-
mencement Notices were provided in September 2021 (3,203) was up 48% on August’s figure.   

11,150 units were granted planning permission in Q2 2021, a 16.6% increase compared with 
pre-pandemic levels in Q2 2019 (9,566).   

The CSO’s Quarter 3 2021 New Dwellings Completion Report shows the number of new 
homes becoming available for use in the year was 24,156: a 7% increase when compared to the 
year to Q3 2020 (22,585).   

With regard to social and affordable housing delivery, and in line with Housing for All, each 
local authority is required to develop a Housing Delivery Action Plan by end December 2021. 
The Plans will set out details of both social and affordable housing delivery, as appropriate, over 
the period 2022-2026, in line with targets set under Housing for All.   

The Social Housing Construction Status Report (CSR) published by my Department out-
lines the ongoing delivery of social housing across the country. The CSR provides a breakdown 
of local authority and approved housing body social housing new-build activity from 2016 to 
date. The Report includes scheme level details on the completion of social housing new builds, 
as well as information on each construction scheme as it progresses through the design and 
tender processes.   

The most recent report for Quarter 2, shows that there were 8,755 social homes onsite with 
an additional 9,128 homes at design and tender stage. During Quarter 2 2021, 137 new con-
struction schemes, (1,883 homes) were added to the pipeline.   

Early delivery of affordable housing will principally arise from previously approved Ser-
viced Sites funding of local authority schemes where construction is commenced and, in early 
2022, via the First Homes scheme. There are three Serviced Sites Fund projects on-site which 
will cumulatively assist in the delivery of 205 affordable homes. €55m has been allocated to the 
Affordable Housing Fund (formerly the Serviced sites Fund) which will support the delivery of 
500 affordable purchase homes in 2022, to be delivered through local authorities.   

In addition, the Affordable Housing Act, 2021 provides the statutory basis for a new tenure 
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in Ireland: Cost Rental. Budget 2021 allocated €35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan 
(CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost Rental homes to be delivered this year by the 
Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenanting processes for further Cost Rental homes at 
Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are cur-
rently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units will be delivered through this funding, with the 
initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area and Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in 
Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All target of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022.   

Housing for All requires an innovative construction sector that will support the development 
of its existing workforce, including through lifelong learning, and presents an attractive and 
sustainable career for those preparing to enter the labour force.   

The industry will be supported in returning existing workers to full employment, and there 
will be proactive engagement to attract international labour, where supply is restricted locally. 
In this regard, Minister of State for Business, Employment and Retail, Damien English TD, re-
cently announced changes to the employment permits system for workers from outside the Eu-
ropean Economic Area (EEA), in order to increase the number of skilled construction workers.   

In support of the development of Housing for All, the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs 
(EGFSN) undertook an analysis of the labour required to deliver on the Plan’s annual tar-
gets, including at occupational level. This analysis has informed the labour demand forecast of 
67,500 i.e. an additional 27,500 workers, for the construction of new builds by 2025, in order to 
keep pace with an expected graduated increase in annual supply to 33,000 homes in that year. 
Efforts to expand the workforce will operate to this timeline.   

These efforts are being informed by a range of forecasts, undertaken by the EGFSN, across 
all construction activities. Forecasts in the EGFSN’s 2020 report Building Future Skills: The 
Demand for Skills within Ireland’s Built Environment Sector to 2030 are being updated in line 
with the labour demand estimates for housing, as well as estimates from an EGFSN study on the 
Climate Action Plan’s retrofit targets and the construction of renewable energy projects.   

Education and training output will also be aligned and expanded with these requirements, 
in order to accommodate the different demands on the construction sector, for example through 
implementation of the Action Plan on Apprenticeship 2021-2025, which aims to increase ap-
prenticeship registrations to 10,000 per annum.   

As of Q2 2021, CSO data indicates that there were 127,100 employed in the construction 
sector. It must be borne in mind that the workforce involved in new build construction is just a 
sub-set of this figure.   

Through the EGFSN Secretariat’s close engagement with relevant stakeholders, the analy-
sis, which includes detailed breakdown and forecasts of skills needs at occupational level, as 
well as recommendations aimed at enhancing skills supply across the Built Environment sector, 
is informing skills planning across Government, industry and the education and training sys-
tem, to ensure that the Government’s ambitions in Housing for All are delivered upon.

11/11/2021WRE00900Waterways Issues

11/11/2021WRE01000100. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Housing, Local Gov-
ernment and Heritage his plans for an upgraded blueway along the Barrow river; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53629/21]

11/11/2021WRE01100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
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(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The delivery of the 46km Barrow Blueway route from Lowtown 
to Athy in partnership with Kildare and Laois County Councils is a  priority for Waterways Ire-
land. This development and others like it present valuable opportunities for rural communities 
to attract more visitors, stimulate local businesses and regenerate local areas.

Planning approval was received in March 2019. The project objectives are to:

(1) Provide upgraded and new physical infrastructure in accordance with planning permis-
sion;

(2) Provision of infrastructure to achieve ‘Accredited Blueway’ status for the route;

(3) Co-ordinate marketing activity to maximise the potential of the Blueway.

The project is being delivered through the partnership of Waterways Ireland, Kildare Coun-
ty Council and Laois County Council for a total project cost of €6.75 million. 

Funding of over €5m was provided under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
with 25% matched funding provided by my Department.

The development and approval of a five-year strategic maintenance programme by Water-
ways Ireland  will ensure that the Barrow Navigation remains navigable and as accessible as 
possible into the future for the benefit of all users.

Work commenced on site in the late summer of 2020 with completion expected in late 2022.  

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 85.

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 49.

11/11/2021WRE01400Scéimeanna agus Tacaíochtaí Tithíochta

11/11/2021WRE01500103. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh den an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus 
Oidhreachta cad iad a tuairimí maidir le tacú le hiarrachtaí chun tithíocht phobalbhunaithe a 
fhorbairt sa Ghaeltacht; agus an gcuirfear talamh poiblí ar fáil sa Ghaeltacht chun tithíocht in-
acmhainne a fhorbairt; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [54839/21]

11/11/2021WRE01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Seachadann an Straitéis Tithíochta do Chách tiomantas an Chláir Rialtas inacmhainneacht a 
chur i gcroílár an chórais tithíochta. Cuirtear maoiniú os cionn €4 billiún ar fáil gach bliain, ag 
léiriú an leibhéal is airde riamh d’infheistíocht Rialtais i dtógáil tithíochta sóisialta agus inac-
mhainne.  

Seachadfar 54,000 teach inacmhainne go náisiúnta idir seo agus 2030, le héascú trí raon 
beart ag údaráis áitiúla, Comhlachtaí Ceadaithe Tithíochta, an Ghníomhaireacht Forbartha 
Talún agus trí chomhpháirtíocht straitéiseach idir an Stát agus bainc mhiondíola.

Beidh ullmhú Pleananna Gníomhaíochta um Sheachadadh Tithíochta ag Údaráis Áitiúla 
mar bhonn ag seachadadh tithíochta inacmhainne, de réir Scéim Ceannaigh Inacmhainne an 
Údaráis Áitiúil, a bunaíodh i gCuid 2 den Acht um Thithíocht Inacmhainne 2021.

Beidh Údaráis Áitiúla ag cur a bpleananna faoi bhráid chugam, chun tithíocht shóisialta 
agus inacmhainne a chur san áireamh, roimh dheireadh mhí na Nollag 2021. Ligfidh sé seo do 
gach Údarás Áitiúil, lena n-áirítear iad siúd atá ag feidhmiú sna ceantair Ghaeltachta, aon sri-
anta inacmhainneachta ina gceantair a chinneadh, bunaithe ar an Measúnú ar Riachtanas agus 
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ar Éileamh ar Thithíocht agus soláthar tithe inacmhainne a phleanáil dá réir.

Cinnteoidh an Rialtas soláthar leordhóthanach de thalamh criosaithe seirbhíse atá ar fáil, 
lena n-áirítear tailte Stáit a sholáthar don LDA, a bheidh in ann freastal ar suas le 15,000 teach. 
Tá ról lárnach ag Údaráis Áitiúla agus baill tofa maidir le dóthain talún a chriosú chun riachta-
nais tithíochta cónaithe a chomhlíonadh, agus ag an am céanna urramaíonn siad na ceanglais 
maidir le forbairt réigiúnach chothromaithe agus an gá atá le sraoilleáil uirbeach a chosc. 

De bhreis air sin, déantar foráil i gCuid 4 den Acht um Thithíocht Inacmhainne don Scéim 
Cothromais Roinnte Ceannaigh Inacmhainne ‘An Chéad Bhaile’, a thosóidh i 2022 agus a 
bheidh ar fáil i ngach contae. Tá an Scéim Cabhair le Ceannach agus Scéim Iasachtaí um 
Cheannach Tí an Údaráis Áitiúil fós ar fáil go náisiúnta agus déanann siad tithíocht níos inac-
mhainne do cheannaitheoirí. 

Beidh na scéimeanna seo díríthe go príomha ar cheannaitheoirí céaduaire, sna ceantair 
Údaráis Áitiúil sin a bhfuil an riachtanas tithíochta agus na dúshláin inacmhainneachta is mó 
acu, toisc go bhfuil bearta inacmhainneachta dírithe orthu siúd nach bhfuil in ann cíosanna 
margaidh a íoc faoi láthair nó orthu siúd a dteastaíonn cúnamh uathu chun a dtithe féin a chean-
nach, seachas codanna den phobal. Beidh catagóirí eile incháilithe freisin, lena n-áirítear daoine 
a d’fhulaing cliseadh caidrimh nó dócmhainneacht phearsanta. 

Questions Nos. 104 to 111, inclusive, answered orally.

11/11/2021WRE01800Irish Language

11/11/2021WRE01900112. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to promote the use of Irish outside Gaeltacht areas particularly in the capi-
tal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55121/21]

11/11/2021WRE02000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): My Department provides both current and capital funding 
through the Irish Language Supports Schemes to promote the Irish language outside of the 
Gaeltacht.  These schemes support a wide range of Irish language initiatives. Funding is pro-
vided to organisations on an annual basis to promote the Irish language outside of the Gaeltacht 
and some of these include Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Gnó Mhaigh Eo, Cill Dara le Gaeilge, An Taib-
hdhearc, and An Cumann Scoildrámaíochta. I also hope to be in a position to announce specific 
funding for the promotion of the language in Dublin shortly.  The aim of these organisations is 
to implement a strategy that will increase the visibility of the Irish language, increase opportu-
nities for the use of the language, especially within the business community, and ensure that the 
language is more heard in the cities. 

Glór na nGael’s schemes, Fondúireacht Sheosaimh Mhic Dhonncha and Scéim Teanga Tí 
are also supported through the Irish Language Support Schemes - the former supporting the use 
of the language in the GAA  and the latter aimed at communities of Gaelscoileanna.

The purpose of the capital assistance provided under this fund is the strengthening of Irish 
as a community and family language in accordance with the objectives of The Gaeltacht Act 
2012 and the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030.  This funding is provided to 
assist with the cost of refurbishing existing Irish Language Centres, developing new builds, and 
to purchase equipment for such venues.  The following organisations in the capital are being 
funded from my Department: 

  Conradh na Gaeilge The flagship headquarters of Conradh na Gaeilge at no. 6 Harcourt 
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Street has received planning permission and its development as an Irish Language Centre is 
referenced in the National Development Plan. 

  Gaelphobal Thamhlachta This project involved the development of an Irish Language 
Centre situated in Tallaght village.

  Áras Chrónáin, Cluain Dolcáin This long-standing Irish Language Centre situated in 
Clondalkin was provided with funding for the upgrade of facilities. 

As the Deputy is no doubt already aware, a firm commitment was made in the Programme 
for Government that a network of Irish Language and Cultural Centres, promoting a communi-
ty-based approach in the promotion of the Irish Language, would be developed in Dublin and 
on a nationwide basis.

This commitment builds on commitments made in the past in relation to Irish Language and 
Cultural Centres under the 5-Year Plan for the Irish Language 2018-2022 and under the Nation-
al Development Plan 2018-2027.  A commitment to developing a comprehensive language plan 
for Dublin City is also contained in the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030.  

Significant progress has been achieved in regards to the implementation of the Language 
Planning Process as defined under the Gaeltacht Act 2012.  To date, Language Plans have been 
approved in respect 24 Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, 4 Gaeltacht Service Towns and 3 
Irish Language Networks. 

A significant increase was provided in budget 2021 in respect of the Language Planning 
Process. An overall budget of €5m has been provided for the preparation and implementation of 
language plans along with a range of initiatives central to the process as follows, Family, Early 
Years and the Traditional Arts.  This budget has been increased again to €5.8m for 2022.  As it 
relates to Dublin, it is worth noting that one of the approved Irish Language Networks under 
the Act is Clondalkin, the language plan for which was approved in January 2020.  Further in-
formation on the scheme can be found on my Department’s website here  . 

Questions Nos. 113 and 114 answered orally.

11/11/2021WRE02200Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRE02300115. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of and position regarding the stream 1 large-scale sport infrastruc-
ture fund grant to Dublin City Council towards the overall design cost for the redevelopment of 
Dalymount Park; the funds drawn down to date; the expected completion date of that phase of 
work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54698/21]

11/11/2021WRE02400117. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her Department’s role in supporting the redevelopment of Dalymount Park; 
and the plans that exist for the retention of Tolka Park as a soccer venue independent of that 
process. [54703/21]

11/11/2021WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 115 and 117 together.

My Department provides grant assistance for sporting facilities through the Sports Capital 
and Equipment Programme (SCEP) and the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). 
Under the SCEP, grants of up to €300,000 are available to community organisations, sports 
clubs, national governing bodies of sport and local authorities to develop or refurbish sports 
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facilities. The LSSIF is designed to provide financial support to sports projects where the 
grant sought is greater than the maximum available under the SCEP. The first allocations under 
the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and to date approximately €86.4m has been provi-
sionally awarded to 33 different proposals. 

Dublin City Council’s proposal for the development of Dalymount Park was among the suc-
cessful projects and a grant of €918,750 was awarded towards the cost of bringing the project 
to tender stage. The evaluation procedures and guidelines for the LSSIF provide that once pro-
visional allocations are announced, the projects being suggested for funding undergo a further 
process of due diligence.  This process has been completed for the Dalymount project and a 
formal grant agreement has been signed by Dublin City Council and my Department. Design 
work has commenced and it is expected that it should advance so that planning permission for 
the development can be sought in the second quarter of 2022. This is with a view to tendering 
for construction works later that year subject to funds being available for same. Dublin City 
Council has yet to drawdown funds in respect of the project but I understand that a request for 
funding will be made to my Department before the end of the year.

In relation to Tolka Park, as the stadium is owned by Dublin City Council, any future plan 
for the ground is a matter for the Council in the first instance and I understand that no definitive 
decision has been taken in that regard.

While it is not proposed to open the LSSIF for new applications at present, my Department 
is undertaking a review of the LSSIF which is expected to be complete shortly. This review will 
look at, inter alia, progress on all existing grants and the timing of a new call for proposals will 
also be considered. 

Any future application for funding for either Dalymount or Tolka Park under either the 
SCEP or LSSIF will be considered on its own merits in line with the relevant assessment cri-
teria.

11/11/2021WRE02600Tourism Industry

11/11/2021WRE02700116. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the supports available for sustainable tourism; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55116/21]

11/11/2021WRE02800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My primary focus over the course of the last 18 months in relation to tourism has been 
on the survival of the sector. Tourism has been devastated by the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the necessary public health restrictions introduced to control it. Now, as our 
economy and society begins to open up, we have an opportunity to reconfigure our tourism 
sector and to more meaningfully address sustainable development and management within the 
tourism ecosystem.

I recently brought a report to Government, developed by the Sustainable Tourism Working 
Group, which identifies a suite of actions that will promote sustainable tourism practices which 
can be implemented prior to the development of a new national tourism policy. The actions 
identified in this interim action plan will help to form a clear narrative for communicating about 
the sustainability agenda, build a better understanding and awareness among tourism stakehold-
ers and allow for visitors to practice responsible tourism. The successful implementation of the 
interim action plan, along with the guiding principles that were developed in 2019, will under-
pin the advancement of a new tourism policy which will mainstream sustainability. 
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As the Deputy will be aware, in Budget 2022, I secured a record level of funding for tour-
ism. This funding will support measures to help address short-term survival-related concerns 
and also enable recovery across industry as we reopen to international tourism and begin to 
transition to a more sustainable future. This funding will also allow the tourism agencies to 
deliver on their commitments in the interim action plan. For example, next year Fáilte Ireland 
will develop and roll out a suite of supports and workshops to help tourism businesses to imple-
ment sustainability best practice and leverage the benefits for their business. Tourism Ireland 
will create new sales and marketing opportunities for those sustainable tourism businesses that 
want to grow their international business. 

Measures such as these will shine a light on areas and destinations at home that are striving 
to be best in class in terms of sustainability and provide better access to information and tools 
for the tourism industry and visitors to practice responsible tourism. As we rebuild our tourism 
sector we will seek to realise Ireland’s ambition to be amongst the world-leaders in sustain-
able tourism practices and set out a path for a green transition of the tourism industry and our 
destinations to become leading sustainable tourism destinations. Many parts of Ireland are very 
well positioned to advance down this path, including the Deputy’s own West Cork which, with 
its strong food and cultural focus and spectacular scenery and natural heritage, has built a very 
strong international awareness of all that it has to offer.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 115.

11/11/2021WRF00300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

11/11/2021WRF00400118. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she has assessed the number of enterprises supported by her Department 
that are reporting financial distress; and the capacity of policy initiatives to ensure that viable 
activities can be sustained. [55053/21]

11/11/2021WRF00500156. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she has assessed the number of enterprises supported by her Department 
which are reporting financial distress; and the capacity of policy initiatives to ensure that viable 
activities can be sustained. [55109/21]

11/11/2021WRF00600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 118 and 156 together.

The COVID-19 pandemic has a significant and ongoing impact on the operating landscape 
for the sectors my Department supports.  Throughout the pandemic, while not assessing num-
bers of enterprises, I have been actively working with and for the sectors within my remit to 
ensure that they are supported.  My focus for these engagements is both to find ways to support 
the sectors during the period of the pandemic as well as charting a path for their recovery after 
the crisis has passed.  

My Department is also engaged in ongoing analysis of economic trends across the sec-
tors that fall within the remit of my Department, including analysis of trends in uptake for 
COVID-related horizontal employment supports and potential impacts for businesses in these 
sectors.  This work can help to inform policy responses where required.

Since the onset of the Pandemic, I have established a number of fora and taskforces to 
facilitate  sectoral stakeholders in bringing forward their experiences and ideas to inform the 
development of appropriate policy responses across my Department’s remit.  These include:
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- Tourism Recovery Oversight Group;

- The Hospitality and Tourism Forum which I co-chair with An Tánaiste;

- The Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce;

- The Sports Monitoring Group and Expert Group on the Return to Sport;

- Live Entertainment Working Group;

- Night-time Economy Taskforce;

Many of the actions contained in the reports produced by the Tourism Recovery Oversight 
Group, Arts and Culture Recovery and the Night-Time Economy Taskforces’ are now being 
implemented by my Department, in partnership with other Government stakeholders, and I 
consider these as essential inputs to our journey towards recovery.  

Regular meetings of the Sports Monitoring Group at which NGBs provide up-to-date as-
sessments of the status of their operations and the progress being made in relation to the re-
sumption of their particular sports allow Minister Chambers and I to keep up to date on the 
ongoing COVID-19 impacts to the sports sector. 

My officials and I have also engaged with stakeholders in the media sector in relation to the 
impact of COVID-19. The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland is reporting to me quarterly on the 
impacts of COVID-19 on the independent radio sector.

I am continuing to work with colleagues across Government to ensure that the sectors with-
in my remit were provided with a range of financial supports and pandemic recovery measures.  
These include the horizontal measures of the PUP, EWSS and CRSS. 

Within my own Department, tailored funding measures have been introduced to support 
all of the sectors under my remit, in specific response to the pandemic, as well as to reflect 
commitments in the Programme for Government and ongoing policy to support, empower and 
grow these sectors. 

These measures include a range of funding streams for the live entertainment sector, an 
Adaptation Fund and a Business Continuity Scheme for the tourism sector delivered through 
Fáilte Ireland, a funding package for the sport sector, Gaeltacht supports and increased funding 
for the Arts Council.  My officials are available to assist  the Deputy if he has specific questions  
in relation to any of these measures.  

The sectors under my remit are at the heart of our identity as a people and the pandemic has 
demonstrated very clearly the critical role they play in social and economic well-being. The 
resilience of these sectors, in the face of the extraordinary circumstances of the pandemic, has 
been remarkable, particularly as many were among the first sectors to close and are the last to 
return to full capacity. 

I am greatly  heartened at the response to and uptake of the various supports, both horizontal 
and sectoral, that have been put in place.  Recognising that resilience and the hugely impor-
tant role that these sectors play in Ireland’s collective economic and social well-being, I will 
continue to work with the stakeholders to  monitor the evolving situation and to work with my 
Government colleagues to support these sectors and, with officials and Government colleagues, 
to support a strong and stable recovery as we emerge from the pandemic.

11/11/2021WRF00700Tourism Industry
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11/11/2021WRF00800119. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the planned allocation of the €50 million provision announced in Budget 2022 for 
business continuity support for strategic tourism businesses that can help drive the sustainable 
recovery of the tourism sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55127/21]

11/11/2021WRF00900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The COVID-19 pandemic had a devastating impact on the tourism industry. As we 
rebuild this vital sector, which supports livelihoods all across Ireland, we have an opportunity 
to ensure that the sector recovers and grows in a way which delivers social and economic gain 
to cities, towns and villages all across Ireland, more evenly spread throughout the year, and 
in a manner that protects our unique environment. The significant additional funding that I 
have secured for tourism services in Budget 2022 will help address immediate survival-related 
concerns while also enabling further resilience and recovery across industry as we reopen to 
international tourism and transition to a more sustainable future. 

The  funding for Tourism in Budget 2022 amounting to €288.5m represents an increase of 
€67.6m over the 2021 allocation. This includes €50m funding for further Tourism Business 
Continuity Supports to assist strategic tourism businesses with their survival and recovery.  This 
funding will assist vulnerable tourism businesses to survive until summer 2022 when it is ex-
pected that inbound tourism will recover. Fáilte Ireland is finalising its detailed plans for 2022 
which will include the allocation of Tourism Business Continuity Funding. 

The 2022 funding is in addition to the €55m in Tourism Business Continuity supports which 
were made available in 2021. Five phases of this Scheme have been launched since the begin-
ning of 2021. Phases 4 and 5 closed for applications on 24 September 2021. By  the end of 
2021 hundreds of tourism businesses will have received vital funding to help them survive the 
impacts of the pandemic. Hundreds more will again receive support in 2022. 

In addition to the €50m for the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme, the budget measures 
include a €35m increase in the Tourism Marketing Fund in 2022 to enable Tourism Ireland to 
support the delivery of a marketing strategy to help restore inbound tourism to Ireland. Funding 
is also being provided for a range of initiatives including domestic marketing and festivals, sup-
porting the digitalisation of tourism businesses as well as skills development and staff retention.  
€36.5m is also being  provided in capital funding for tourism product development for the de-
livery of enhanced visitor experiences in line with the objectives of the National Development 
Plan 2021-2030.

The supports for Tourism also include a range of cross-Government measures which will 
assist the sector in its recovery and growth. Tourism enterprises continue to benefit from mea-
sures such as the continuation of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme to April 2022, tax 
warehousing and a commercial rates waiver while the 9% VAT rate for hospitality remains in 
place until September 2022.

I am committed to continued support for tourism through this difficult period and to working 
towards a sustainable recovery.  

11/11/2021WRF01000Toghcháin d’Údarás na Gaeltachta

11/11/2021WRF01100120. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le toghcháin phoiblí do bhord 
Údarás na Gaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [54560/21]

11/11/2021WRF01200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
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Martin): Luaitear sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéanfar athbhreithniú ar struchtúir fheidhmiúcháin 
agus rialachais Údarás na Gaeltachta, agus ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin/toghacháin i ndáil le 
Bord an Údaráis

Faoin socrú reatha maidir le struchtúr Bhord an Údaráis agus faoi réir fhorálacha ábhartha 
Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, ainmníonn na hÚdaráis Áitiúla a bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta faoina 
gcúram acu cúigear comhalta faoi seach chuig an mbord agus roghnaítear an seachtar comhalta 
eile tríd comórtas poiblí a eagraítear faoi scáth na Seirbhíse um Cheapacháin Phoiblí. 

Ar mhaithe le beart a dhéanamh de réir bhriathar an ghealltanais, rinne an Oifig um Sho-
láthar Rialtais (OGP) comórtas a reáchtáil ar iarratas na Roinne i mí Iúil 2021 i dtreo sainchom-
hairleoireacht a aimsiú le tabhairt faoin athbhreithniú ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin/toghcháin i 
ndáil le Bord Údarás na Gaeltachta. Bhíothas ag súil leis go bhféadfaí tús a chur leis an athbh-
reithniú sa tríú ráithe den bhliain agus go gcuirfí i gcrích é laistigh de dhá mhí.

Reáchtáladh an comórtas faoin gcreatlach atá i bhfeidhm ag an OGP do sheirbhísí comhair-
leoireachta gnó agus bainistíochta. Foilsíodh an cuireadh chun tairisceana (RFT) ar 8 Iúil ach 
níor cuireadh aon tairiscint isteach don chomórtas seo faoin spriocdháta a bhain leis - an ceathrú 
lá de Lúnasa. 

Is gá, faoi réir na rialacha lena mbaineann, leasú a dhéanamh ar an gcuireadh chun tairisceana 
le go bhféadfadh an OGP comórtas nua a reáchtáil faoin gcreatlach. Tá an obair sin idir lámha 
ag an Roinn faoi láthair i dtreo an OGP a bheith in ann comórtas nua a reáchtáil gan mhoill.

11/11/2021WRF01300Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRF01400121. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her views on the importance of investment in sport as set out in the national sports 
policy; if she will continue to increase investment in sport; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55217/21]

11/11/2021WRF01500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Government’s objectives as set out in the National 
Sports Policy 2018-2027 are to achieve a sustained increase in participation levels across all 
sectors of society, to support our athletes to reach their potential in international competition 
and to support the development of the sport sector, in terms of facilities and organisational ca-
pacity.

We fully recognise that these objectives will not be achieved without continued investment 
across the sporting sector. Our ambition is to double the State’s investment in sport, from €112 
million in 2018 to €220 million in 2027.

In Budget 2022, we announced over €181 million for sport next year, an increase of almost 
€11 million compared to the 2021 Revised Estimate. Compared to 2018, we will have achieved 
an increase of almost €70m.  

Current expenditure funding for Sport Ireland for 2022 will be €96 million, an increase of 
over €4m from 2021 and up by €44 million compared to 2018. This funding will enable Sport 
Ireland to continue to support the sector as it recovers from the challenges of Covid. It will also 
allow continued support for high performance sport, participation programmes and other fund-
ing programmes. 

We are continuing our investment in sport capital programmes. At least €34.5 million has 
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been provided for the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme in 2022, which will cover all 
existing allocations under older rounds of the Programme plus significant new allocations for 
the 2020 Capital applications. At least €14.6 million is available for the Large Scale Sports 
Infrastructure Fund next year.

11/11/2021WRF01600Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRF01700122. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media her plans to encourage members and players to return to sports follow-
ing full reopening; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55117/21]

11/11/2021WRF01800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Ensuring and assisting the overall resumption capacity of 
the sports system is a key priority for Government and is the main driver for the considerable 
financial assistance which the Government is providing to the sporting sector.  

In order to facilitate the maximum possible return to sport for people of all ages, I was 
pleased to confirm last month that a new special funding package of up to €65 million will be 
available to support the sport sector this year.  Allied to the additional current expenditure of 
€26.3 million already provided to Sport Ireland, this equates to a total of €91.3 million in ad-
ditional current funding to support the sport sector in 2021.

Following an invitation for applications last month, Sport Ireland is currently assessing 
applications from NGBs and sports clubs with the aim of distributing this special funding this 
year. This new package is additional to the €88.5 million that was provided last year, which 
benefited all levels of the sport sector, including thousands of grassroots clubs and Community 
Groups across the country. 

In addition to these financial supports, which benefit young and old alike, I consider that a 
public information campaign emphasising the benefits of sport can also contribute to a compre-
hensive resumption to sporting activity. Last month, Sport Ireland launched such a campaign 
under the title of “Let’s Get Back”. The campaign is aimed at encouraging members of the pub-
lic that are anxious or unsure about returning to sport and physical activity that it is possible to 
do so in a safe and secure manner. The campaign also collaborated with social media influenc-
ers and platforms to promote the message to the younger demographic.  

The campaign is part of a wider winter initiative to get people back to sport, with activities 
planned throughout the sports sector, and provides National Governing Bodies with a perfect 
platform to launch their Winter Programmes.

Under this initiative, Sport Ireland are co-ordinating activities across the NGB and LSP sec-
tor, to ensure that a Return to Sport takes place across the Winter months. Hundreds of activities 
are already planned or taking place across the country, and this will continue throughout the 
winter as we strive to get the sport sector back on its feet.

In line with a safe return to sport, I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed 
last week to widen the range of sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 
indoor sports games and competitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, 
updated guidance has been provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children 
under 18 years of age to participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the 
ordinary rules and limits of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport 
Ireland website at:
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www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity

While the pace and extent of the return to sport for all people is significantly dependent 
on the capacity of the various sporting organisations and clubs at local level, I hope that these 
measures will help support organisations and clubs in bringing many people back to sporting 
activity as quickly as possible.

11/11/2021WRF01900Tourism Promotion

11/11/2021WRF02000123. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the steps she is taking to promote the tourism and hospitality sector in 2022. 
[55161/21]

11/11/2021WRF02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, the tourism sector has been severely impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, therefore I was pleased to secure a record level of funding for tourism in 
Budget 2022. The total funding of €288.5 million represents an increase of €67.6 million over 
the 2021 allocation. The allocation includes a €35 million increase to the Tourism Marketing 
Fund, to support the delivery of a marketing strategy to help restore inbound tourism to Ireland.

As part of its marketing strategy, Tourism Ireland has established a recovery framework 
entitled: RESTART, REBUILD and REDESIGN, which will be underpinned by an extensive 
programme of promotional activity throughout 2022. 

Tourism Ireland has already begun to ‘roll out the green carpet’ as they work to encourage 
as many overseas holidaymakers as possible to book Ireland for their next holiday destination. 
The concept revolves around creating a commitment to travel, by ‘pressing the Green Button’ – 
green being the universal colour of ‘go’ and instinctively connected with the island of Ireland. 
I was happy to help Tourism Ireland launch this new campaign in both the UK and the United 
States recently when I travelled to both markets to engage with our industry partners to reassure 
them that Ireland was open and waiting to welcome back visitors. 

Tourism Ireland will continue to work with airlines and ferry companies through a pro-
gramme of jointly funded marketing initiatives to support the restoration of air and sea access 
routes, which are so vital for tourism’s return to growth.

Given the projected slow return of international visitors, additional funding has also been 
allocated to Fáilte Ireland in Budget 2022, for domestic marketing and festivals. Festivals are a 
key motivator for visitors to travel and provide an urgency and a specific time frame in which 
potential visitors must visit Ireland, while domestic visitors will be crucial in sustaining busi-
nesses and jobs in the sector.

Fáilte Ireland recently embarked on extensive domestic marketing and communications 
campaigns, including their ‘Keep Discovering’ and ‘Winter in Dublin’ programmes, designed 
to encourage domestic holidaymakers to discover Ireland. 

There is increasing recognition that tourism growth must be sustainable, as well as being 
consistent with our sectoral climate change targets and commitments. In that regard, I know that 
Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland are working towards the longer term goal of ensuring that we 
are successfully marketed as a sustainable tourism destination.

11/11/2021WRF02200Covid-19 Pandemic



Questions - Written Answers

76

11/11/2021WRF02300124. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if her Department has conducted a study or research to determine the effects lock-
downs and travel restrictions had on Gaeltacht regions during the pandemic. [54110/21]

11/11/2021WRF02400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): While no formal study has been conducted by my Depart-
ment to determine the effect of lockdowns and travel restrictions on Gaeltacht regions during 
the pandemic, both I and my officials and, indeed, those of Údarás na Gaeltachta are acutely 
aware, through our daily contact with the communities we serve, of the challenges faced by 
them during the pandemic.

As with communities across the country, our Gaeltacht communities continue to deal with 
the impacts of the pandemic.  Officials from my Department continue to work closely with 
Údarás na Gaeltachta to ensure that the range of supports being provided by An tÚdarás, includ-
ing financial and technical support and advice, align with the needs of client companies, par-
ticularly in dealing with the implications of both COVID-19 and Brexit, and in order to deliver 
on the commitments to the Gaeltacht and the Irish language in the Programme for Government. 

To that end, the 2020 July Jobs Stimulus programme included a capital allocation of €8m 
to Údarás na Gaeltachta for essential upgrades to existing building stock and water treatment 
facilities in order to facilitate the marketing of currently dormant factory spaces for modern job 
creation projects. This has created 40-50 new construction jobs across Gaeltacht communities 
in the short term and the re-developed building stock will support the longer-term creation of 
320 new jobs in the Gaeltacht, in Údarás na Gaeltachta client companies.

Against this backdrop, the Board of Údarás na Gaeltachta has approved over €7.4m of 
COVID-19 supports to date for over 435 Gaeltacht companies to address financial and supply 
difficulties, ensure cash-flow and enhance their ability to access global online sales markets. 

The Deputy will be aware that I have recently set up a stabilisation fund worth €1.7m to 
help the Irish Language summer colleges sector. The funding is being made available to college 
authorities as a result of the cancellation of Irish language courses in the Gaeltacht for the sec-
ond summer in a row due to COVID-19.  This latest assistance follows the special €2.2m fund 
announced in July to support Gaeltacht families who provide accommodation for Gaeltacht col-
lege students and €240,000 for Gaeltacht community halls to address the impact of COVID-19 
on the summer colleges sector.

I might also point out that an additional exchequer allocation of €14.8m was included in 
Budget 2021 for the Irish language and Gaeltacht sectors.  This additional allocation ultimately 
means that total funding in excess of €78m is being deployed in support of the Irish language 
via my Department alone this year.  Following Budget 2022, this will increase significantly to 
€85m next year.

In summary, the impact of Covid-19 on the country as a whole and particularly on the 
Gaeltacht should not be underestimated.  However, in commending Gaeltacht communities 
for showing great resilience in the face of the challenge presented, I am also satisfied that both 
my Department and Údarás na Gaeltachta rose to the challenge to mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic in as far as possible.

I think it is important at this juncture to recognise the vital work carried out by Gaeltacht co-
operatives and community organisations during the bleakest of times during the past 18 month.  
The people involved in this network went above and beyond the call of duty in reaching out to 
the most vulnerable in their communities and, for that, they should be highly commended.  It 
is at times like this that we realise the importance of these locally-based organisations to their 
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communities.

Scéimeanna Rannach

11/11/2021WRF02450125. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an ndéanfaidh sí athbhreithniú ar Scéim na mBóithre Áise chun í a 
thabhairt ar ais do na Ceantair Ghaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [54561/21]

11/11/2021WRF02475Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá Scéim na mBóithre Áise, a bhfuil an Teachta ag tagairt 
di, curtha ar fionraí le roinnt blianta anois.  Faoin scéim sin, chuirtí airgead ar fáil do na húdaráis 
áitiúla ar mhaithe le hobair dheisiúcháin a dhéanamh ar bhóithre cáilithe faoi leith  sa Ghael-
tacht.  

Ach an oiread leis an gcuid eile den tír, is faoi na húdaráis áitiúla ábhartha a bhaineann an 
fhreagracht maidir le cothabháil bhóithre na Gaeltachta. 

Faoin Scéim Feabhsaithe Áitiúil (LIS), cuireann An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Po-
bail  maoiniú ar fáil chun cabhrú le húdaráis áitiúla obair fheabhsúcháin a dhéanamh ar bhóithre 
príobháideacha agus ar bhóithre nach ndéantar cothabháil phoiblí orthu sa ghnáthbhealach.  
Tuigtear dom go gcaithfidh an bóthar i gceist bheith ag dul chuig árais chónaithe, talamh feirme 
nó suíomhanna taitneamhach ar nós locha, aibhneacha nó tránna.  Tá breis eolas le fáil ar suímh 
na Roinne sin ag:  www.gov.ie/ga/seirbhis/57f354-none/?section=boithre-aitiula-a-fheabhsu-lis

Is i gcomhthéacs fhorfheidhmiú na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030, a ndéanfaí 
aon chinneadh maidir le hathnuachan Scéim na mBóithre Áise de chuid mo Roinne – rud nach 
bhfuil beartaithe a dhéanamh ag an bpointe ama seo.  Is é an Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 , 
a d’fhoilsigh mo Roinn i mí Meithimh 2018, an mapa bóthair ina ndéantar rianú ar cad a dhéan-
far chun cúram a dhéanamh d’fheidhmiú na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge sa tréimhse cúig 
bliana ó 2018 go dtí 2022.  

Tá infheistíocht leanúnach á dhéanamh ag mo Roinn i dtograí caipiteal sa Ghaeltacht faoin 
gClár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga, a léiríonn go bhfuil mo Roinn tiomanta d’fhorbairt na 
Gaeltachta agus do phobal bríomhar inbhunaithe a choinneáil ann.   Maidir leis an ghné chaipi-
til a mbeidh soláthar €2.698m ar fáil dó in 2022, tuigfidh an Teachta go ndáiltear an ciste sin 
chun cabhrú le feidhmiú foríomlán an phróisis pleanála teanga.  Mar eolas don Teachta chomh 
maith, tá cúig mór thogra Gaeltachta ag mo Roinn luaite i dTionscadail Éireann 2040.  

Maidir le hÚdarás na Gaeltachta, beidh €14.450m in airgead caipitil ar fáil don Údarás an 
bhliain seo chugainn, méadú de 60% ar an allúntas a bhí ag an eagraíocht in 2019.  Tugadh 
méadú suntasach breise don Údarás i mbliana le dul i ngleic leis na fadhbanna a chruthaigh 
an phaindéim dá gcuid cliantchomhlachtaí.  Deimhníodh i gCáinaisnéis 2022 go bhfuil an t-
airgead sin coinnithe ag an Údaráis – rud a dhéanfaidh difríocht ollmhór don eagraíocht agus í 
ag pleanáil do na blianta amach romhainn.

11/11/2021WRF02500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

11/11/2021WRF02600126. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she plans to respond positively to the requests of an organisation (de-
tails supplied) for a package of supports and measures to assist the recovery of those working 
in music, events and entertainment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55225/21]
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11/11/2021WRF02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Engagement with stakeholders has been at the heart of my Department’s response 
to the Covid pandemic.  My officials and I have met with industry bodies and representatives 
consistently over the past 20 months.  I have received a copy of the organisations submission 
and will consider it as I decide how best to continue support for the live entertainment sector 
into 2022.

Indeed, following consultation with and feedback from the organisation referred to by the 
Deputy, I ran a number iterations of the MEBAS scheme (Music and Entertainment Business 
Assistance Scheme).  For example, I added an additional tier to MEBAS to assist very small 
music businesses with turnover between €15,000 to €20,000.  I also opened a second phase of 
the scheme to provide additional supports. In excess of 1,000 grants were provided to support 
businesses under these schemes. I also extended the application deadlines a number of times to 
ensure people had adequate time to apply.

 At its meeting of 19th of October Government agreed that the remaining aspects of the hos-
pitality, entertainment and night-time economy sector could reopen from October 22nd   with 
the full range of protective measures in place and the wide and robust implementation of the 
COVID-19 pass.   This represents an important next step towards the full reopening of our 
economy and our society, and is a crucial opportunity to return to work for those who work in 
the live entertainment and events sector. 

I was very cognisant of the challenges the restrictions caused for the arts/culture and live 
entertainment industry in 2021 and I allocated over €60m to support the sector and drive em-
ployment opportunities  through the introduction of the following schemes:

- €25m Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS)

- €16.5m Events Sector Covid Support Scheme (ESCSS)

- €10m Local Live Performance Support Scheme (LLPSS)

- €4m Music and Entertainment Support Scheme (MEBAS)

- €5m Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme (CECGS)

- €1m St. Patrick’s Festival

I have allocated €25m for the live entertainment sector as part of Budget 2022 and I am ex-
amining the supports in place for the sector to ensure that available resources are best deployed 
to meet the needs of the sector to ensure a full recovery is possible.  

As part of Budget 2022, I have maintained the Arts Council allocation at the record-level of 
€130m. This allocation will allow the Arts Council to continue to protect jobs and livelihoods 
of artists, and assist arts organisations through financial difficulties. 

Other priorities for Budget 2022 was to secure €25m in funding for a pilot Basic Income 
Guarantee Scheme for artists and arts workers. I plan to launch this pilot scheme early in 2022 
and I hope it will provide an important legacy for our artists and creatives.

11/11/2021WRF02800Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRF02900127. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her assessment of the challenges facing local media in a post-Covid-19 envi-
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ronment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55108/21]

11/11/2021WRF03000190. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her assessment of the challenges facing local media in a post-Covid environ-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55052/21]

11/11/2021WRF03100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 127 and 190 together.

The local media sector has faced a fall in revenue arising from the pandemic, but also faces 
longer term challenges as a result of changing patterns of media consumption, technology and 
shifts in advertising revenue to online services.  I recognise the essential role that the local me-
dia plays and the particular value of local and regional newspapers and radio stations, includ-
ing community radio, in sharing reliable and relevant local news and bringing communities 
together.

The Future of Media Commission was tasked with bringing forward recommendations to 
put media on a sustainable footing over the next decade. It has engaged comprehensively with 
stakeholders, including local media.   Its work has now been completed.  The report of the 
Commission has been submitted to An Taoiseach and myself and we are currently considering 
its contents in advance of bringing the matter to Government, after which the report will be 
published.

In terms of supports for the local print sector, I understand that at least €4.4 million was 
spent by Government on regional and local print advertising from March 2020 to date. Re-
cently, my Department’s campaign for Cruinniú na nÓg included a spend of €187,000 on local 
print advertising.

In relation to the local radio sector, I allocated additional funding to the Sound and Vision 
Scheme administered by the BAI in December 2020. This enabled a specific round of €2.48m  
for the independent and local radio sector which was distributed in April 2021. This funding, 
which is Round 39 of the Sound and Vision 4 scheme, was in addition to a similar funding 
round of Sound and Vision that took place in 2020, together with a waiver of the broadcasting 
levy for the first half of that year, which was worth €1m to the sector. 

Moreover, Government COVID-related advertising spend provided an additional €1.8m to 
the sector in Q2 2021 and 11 radio stations availed of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), receiving a total of €0.9m in Q2 of this year. 

The BAI will continue to report to me on the financial status of the independent radio sector 
in the coming months.  

11/11/2021WRF03200Departmental Strategies

11/11/2021WRF03300128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her long-term ambitions to develop the various portfolios under her aegis; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [55088/21]

11/11/2021WRF03400141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which she anticipates progress towards achieving her Depart-
mental mission objectives in respect of each heading; the extent to which she can use ongoing 
monitoring to reflect progress; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55087/21]
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11/11/2021WRF03500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 128 and 141 together.

My Department’s Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 published in August of this year sets out 
the actions that my Department will take over the coming period to enrich the quality of life in 
Ireland through supporting the development of tourism, culture, arts, sports, media and Irish 
language.

In addition to their immense inherent value, these are valued by all of our communities and 
are important resources for social cohesion, individual and community wellbeing and for the 
presentation of Ireland as an attractive destination for tourism and sustainable inward invest-
ment. These sectors are of great economic significance to Ireland, they generate both domestic 
and export earnings and employ people across the country, a fact made even more apparent by 
the impact of the pandemic. 

The diverse yet related range of sectors served by this department has been amongst those 
most severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Statement of Strategy sets out the 
priorities for my Department over the next few years to ensure these sectors recover and grow 
in a manner that underpins social cohesion and supports strong, sustainable economic growth, 
with a focus on a number of cross cutting goals of equality, diversity, social inclusion, the Irish 
language and environmental sustainability. 

This work will be progressed within the context of the Programme for Government – Our 
Shared Future which outlines an inclusive vision of an Ireland for all ages, where the arts and 
culture thrive, the Irish language is nurtured and developed, a safe digital environment facili-
tates the use of technology, and sport inspires us to lead healthier and better lives.  The Pro-
gramme charges the Department to deliver across a range of commitments some of which in-
volve collaboration with other government departments and state agencies. These are reflected 
in the strategies and actions outlined in this document. 

The Government’s Economic Recovery Plan sets out the framework of actions for an in-
vestment led recovery leading to a renewed and restructured, people-focused economy.  Decar-
bonising the economy and addressing regional and sectoral imbalances are particular priority 
areas under the plan. It also sets the context for a coherent, national response to the urgent need 
for Climate Action, the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the outcome of BREXIT.  The 
plan recognises the broad context for the Department’s work, in terms of its capacity to support 
economic recovery and resilience, and its contribution to individual and collective wellbeing. 

The extensive package of supports announced under Budget 2022, which resulted in the 
increased total allocation for my department in 2022 of €1.197bn, includes:

- €288.5m for Tourism

- €346.5m for Arts & Culture

- €181.2m for Sports and Recreation

- €5.5m for establishment of new Media Commission and an increased finding allocation of 
€44.933m for TG4.

Details of the strategies to be followed by my Department in the delivery of these diverse 
but critical work programmes and the indicators to be used in tracking progress towards achiev-
ing the intended outcomes are set out in the Statement of Strategy.

I welcome the Deputy’s interest in the work of my Department and look forward to provid-
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ing further detail in respect of the progress attained in respect of individual programmes in due 
course.

11/11/2021WRF03600Tourism Industry

11/11/2021WRF03700129. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 394 of 19 October 2021, the engage-
ment she has had with Fáilte Ireland with regard to extending the tourism accommodation 
providers’ business continuity scheme to independent tourism providers who are not registered 
with Fáilte Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55209/21]

11/11/2021WRF03800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s main role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy development.  Implementation of that policy is a matter for the tourism agencies, Fáilte 
Ireland and Tourism Ireland.  Funding is provided to Fáilte Ireland to promote and support the 
development of Irish tourism. This includes funding for business supports for tourism enter-
prises. The eligibility criteria for the Tourism accommodation Providers Business Continuity 
Scheme is a matter for Fáilte Ireland.

I understand that Fáilte Ireland provided a response to question 394 to the Deputy on the 
29th October in which Fáilte Ireland confirmed that the general eligibility criteria section of 
the guidelines for the Tourism Accommodation Providers Business Continuity Scheme advises 
applicants that they must be registered or approved (or in application) under Fáilte Ireland’s 
National Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF) as at July 23rd 2021. 

The Fáilte Ireland National Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF) was developed to pro-
vide visitors with the assurance that nationally recognised minimum standards are in place. The 
Framework was also designed to maintain and develop standards across the tourism accommo-
dation industry and to support the development of individual tourism accommodation opera-
tors. Given the importance of the Framework in this regard, funding was restricted to accom-
modation providers for those registered or approved under the NQAF. It should be noted that 
Fáilte Ireland waived its registration fee for accommodation providers in 2021.  Accordingly 
applicants could register at no cost.  

As with all Government funded grants and supports, Fáilte Ireland is obliged to follow strict 
protocols to ensure the grant application process is followed in a fair and consistent manner and 
that all relevant criteria are met by applicants.

€55m funding was provided in Budget 2021 for a Tourism Business Continuity Scheme. 
Phase 5 of this scheme supports eligible Fáilte Ireland approved tourism accommodation pro-
viders such as hotels, guesthouses, hostels, holiday camps, camping and caravan parks, self ca-
tering and B&Bs.  The maximum grant amount is €800,000. This phase opened for applications 
on 5th August 2021 and closed on 21st September 2021.  There are approximately 400 applica-
tions being evaluated for this scheme, with payments expected to commence in the near future.

As the Deputy will be aware be aware, accommodation providers can also benefit from 
many of the horizontal supports provided by Government such as the VAT reduction, the Em-
ployment Wage Subsidy Scheme, tax warehousing and rates waivers. 

11/11/2021WRF03900Income Inequality
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11/11/2021WRF04000130. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when the basic income pilot for artists will be open for applications; the details 
of the application criteria; the number of places there will be on the scheme; the way partici-
pants will be chosen; the person or body that will be administering the scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55210/21]

11/11/2021WRF04100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I was delighted that as part of the National Economic Recovery Plan, I secured a 
commitment from Government to prioritise the development of a Basic Income Guarantee pilot 
scheme for the arts and cultural sector. As Minister with responsibility for Arts and Culture, I 
am conscious of the value that this sector brings to all Irish citizens.  The importance of Irish 
culture, Irish art and Irish productions as a whole cannot be understated - it contributes to in-
dividual and societal well-being, as well as contributing to Ireland’s reputation as a country 
with a rich cultural history and output.  The intrinsic value of culture and the arts to society was 
particularly evident during the pandemic. 

Against this backdrop, and my own experience of the arts, funding for the Basic Income 
Guarantee Pilot Scheme was a key priority of mine for Budget 2022 and I secured €25m to 
realise the pilot scheme next year.  

In relation to the timeline for the launch of the pilot the Deputy will appreciate that this is 
a major policy intervention requiring significant resources to develop a coherent policy and to 
operationalise.  This work is ongoing and my ambition is to open the scheme for applications  
early in Q1 2022. The Oversight Group continues to meet regularly and met yesterday with a 
representative from SIPTU.

The selection process for recipients of the basic Income will be finalised following the 
stakeholder engagement early next month, however, I can confirm the following: 

- Participation in the scheme will not be based on a means test.

- It will be a non-competitive process, therefore once a person satisfies the eligibility criteria 
they will be included in a randomised selection process.

- A number of unsuccessful applicants will be invited to participate in a control group to 
facilitate a comprehensive ex post appraisal of  the pilot in due course. 

- Proposals for  the parameters of the scheme will be finalised in light of the stakeholder 
engagement.   

I believe the Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme will bring new life and support to the 
Arts and Cultural Sector and I hope it will provide an important legacy for our artists and cre-
atives.

11/11/2021WRF04200Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge

11/11/2021WRF04300131. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán maidir le Ceist Pharlaiminte Uimhir 9 ar an 5ú Deireadh Fómhair 
2021, cén dul chun cinn atá déanta ar an tríú beart den phacáiste tacaíochta atá beartaithe chun 
cabhair a thabhairt do na coláistí samhraidh i mbliana; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[55212/21]

11/11/2021WRF04400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
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Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Beidh áthas ar an Teachta a chloisteáil go bhfuil ciste 
cobhsaithe ar fiú €1.7m bunaithe agam le déanaí chun teacht i gcabhair ar earnáil na gcoláistí 
samhraidh. Tá an chistíocht seo á cur ar fáil de thoradh cúrsaí Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht a bheith 
curtha ar ceal den dara samhradh as a chéile mar gheall ar COVID-19.

Faoin gciste faoi leith seo, cuirfear buníocaíocht idir €500 agus €7,000 mar aon le hío-
caíocht ionann le €75 in aghaidh an scoláire ar fáil do choláistí incháilithe. Bunófar an íocaíocht 
iomlán ar an líon scoláirí a d’fhreastail ar chúrsaí samhraidh sa choláiste i gceist in 2019. Is faoi 
réir uasíocaíocht de €142,000 (2,000 scoláire) i leith gach coláiste ábhartha a bheadh an socrú 
seo le cur i bhfeidhm, rud a chuideodh le coláistí costais riaracháin, árachais agus cothabhála a 
chlúdach don bhliain reatha.

Tuigim go bhfuil na hiarratais á bpróiseáil go pras ag feidhmeannaigh na Roinne agus go 
bhfuil thart ar leath an chiste íoctha amach leis na coláistí cheana féin le seachtain anuas.

Tagann bunú na cistíochta seo sna sála ar an gciste €2.2m faoi leith a fógraíodh i mí Iúil 
chun tacú le teaghlaigh Ghaeltachta a chuireann lóistín ar fáil do scoláirí na gcoláistí Gaeltachta 
agus €240,000 do hallaí pobail na Gaeltachta chun dul i ngleic le tionchar COVID-19 ar earnáil 
na gcoláistí samhraidh

In éindí leis an mbeart faoi leith seo ar leas na gcoláistí agus dóibh siúd a chaill amach ar an 
deis freastal ar chúrsaí samhraidh i mbliana agus anuraidh, beidh an Roinn sásta mar eisceacht, 
gearrchúrsaí seachtaine nó coicíse a aithint faoin scéim idir seo agus an samhradh seo chugainn 
faoi réir ghnáthchoinníollacha na scéime agus srianta reatha COVID-19.

Is ar an mbunús agus ar an tnúthán go mbeidh na coláistí Gaeilge athoscailte in 2022 atá an 
Roinn ag feidhmiú. 

Níl aon amhras orm ach go gcabhróidh an ciste is déanaí tuilleadh leis an earnáil le go 
mbeidh teacht aniar agus athoscailt rathúil i ndán di in 2022 and is féidir leis an Teachta a 
bheith cinnte de go leanfaidh mé orm mar Aire Stáit na Gaeltachta ag tacú oiread is féidir leis 
an earnáil.

11/11/2021WRF04500Departmental Bodies

11/11/2021WRF04600132. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the building up of regulatory capacity, structures and expertise ahead of the 
planned establishment of the media commission; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55125/21]

11/11/2021WRF04700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The establishment of the Media Commission and the appointment of Commission-
ers, including an Online Safety Commissioner, is a priority for the Government.  As the Media 
Commission cannot be formally established until the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill 
is enacted, it is intended to undertake preparatory work to ensure the Commission hits the 
ground running on establishment. To this end, I secured €5.5m in Budget 2022 to facilitate the 
establishment of the Commission.  Through the provision of this funding, we as a Government 
are demonstrating our commitment to the timely establishment of the Commission.

On establishment, the Media Commission will be required to carry out a range of tasks in 
order to commence the day to day operations and administration of the organisation including 
the matters related to the absorption of the BAI and to develop regulatory codes and working 
relationships required in order to execute the functions assigned under the legislation. In partic-
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ular, it is envisaged that the development of regulatory codes and the designation of services for 
the online safety aspect of the legislation will result in a significant workload, by virtue of the 
complexity involved and the need to carry out extensive stakeholder and industry consultation. 

Considering the scale and complexity of the entitles to be regulated under the online safety 
strand,  I envisage that staff with significant legal, regulatory, financial, and social media ex-
perience will be required to ensure that the Media Commission has the capacity to develop 
and implement appropriate regulatory measures to fulfil the objectives and functions set out in 
legislation.  I am of the view that it is imperative that the capacity building process must begin 
at the earliest possible stage.  

The Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill also provides that the staff of the BAI will 
transfer to the Commission on their existing terms and conditions and that current broadcasting 
regulation will continue in force.   The Department is working closely with the BAI to ensure 
an orderly transition to the new Media Commission.

11/11/2021WRF04800Sports Events

11/11/2021WRF04900133. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if her Department is engaging in the development of any application to host or co-
host any major sporting events in the near future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55218/21]

11/11/2021WRF05000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Major Sports Events section of the Department of Tour-
ism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media is responsible for coordinating Government 
support for potential bids for major sports events.  In this regard, along with the football asso-
ciations and government partners of the UK and Ireland, the Department continues to undertake 
feasibility work to assess the viability of a bid to co-host the 2030 FIFA World Cup before FIFA 
formally opens the bidding process in 2022.  A wide range of factors will be examined during 
this feasibility study prior to any final decision to bid.

My Department is also engaged in a further six month period of assessment to build on 
the initial cost benefit analysis work to assess the potential of hosting the 37th America’s Cup. 
This work will need to be completed before a recommendation can be made to Government on 
whether Ireland should move forward in the host venue bid process and this has been conveyed 
to the organisers.  In the meantime, my Department will consult other stakeholders as appropri-
ate.

Cricket Ireland is also in the early stages of a joint bid process with the England and Wales 
Cricket Board and Cricket Scotland to co-host the T-20 Cricket World Cup in 2030 and an ini-
tial letter of general support has been provided to them.

11/11/2021WRF05100Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRF05200134. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if a member of the indoor sport sector has been invited to sit on the Expert Group on 
the Return to Sport. [55091/21]

11/11/2021WRF05300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): To facilitate the safe return of sporting activity, an Expert 
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Group was established to provide advice and guidance to sporting bodies and to review proto-
cols to ensure they are in compliance with public health advice. In addition, the Expert Group 
has developed extensive guidance for the sport sector on assessing and mitigating the risk of 
infection at sports training and competitive events.  I would like to express my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to all members of the Group for their efforts which have facilitated a safe re-
turn to sport for children and adults.

The Expert Group membership includes representation on behalf of indoor sport and is 
made up of the following people.

- Mr. Micheál Ó Conaire (Chair), Department of Sport 

- Ms. Betty Griffin, Department of Sport

- Mr. James Lavelle, Department of Sport  

- Professor Seamas Donnelly, Trinity College - Professor of Medicine

- Dr. Jim O’Donovan, Sport Ireland Institute – Medical Professional

 -  Dr. Rod McLoughlin, IRFU  - Medical Professional

- Dr. Alan Byrne, FAI – Medical Professional 

- Dr. Una May, Sport Ireland – Participation, Ethics, Antidoping

- Mr. Paul McDermott, Sport Ireland  - High Performance/National Governing Bodies

- Mr. Shane Califf, Sport Ireland  - National Governing Bodies

- Ms. Niamh O’Sullivan, Sport Ireland  - High Performance 

- Mr. Feargal McGill, GAA – Games Administration

- Ms. Brenda O’Donnell, Cara -  Disability Representative

- Ms. Sarah O’Connor, Wilson Hartnell - Head of Sport

All Sport Ireland members are heavily engaged with a broad range of sports and stakehold-
ers across organised, high performance and participation sport. This includes all recognised 
NGBs and LSPs. This group also includes a member with a longstanding relationship with 
Basketball as a former board member and Vice President of Basketball Ireland

Sport Ireland also frequently engages with other representative bodies who in turn commu-
nicate the various operational challenges experienced by their communities.

These include:

- Ireland Active (Leisure Sector)

- Go for Life (older adults) 

- CARA (disability sport)

- Student Sport Ireland (third level sport)

- Federation of Irish Sport (Members include non Sport Ireland recognised NGBs) 

Separately my Departmental Officials and I have engaged directly with the sector, holding 
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regular meetings throughout the pandemic, through the Sports Monitoring Group. This engage-
ment has included specific meetings with the indoor sport sector.

11/11/2021WRF05400Departmental Reports

11/11/2021WRF05500135. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her views on the Future of Media Commission’s report; the timeline for the 
publication of the report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54845/21]

11/11/2021WRF05600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A strong and independent media sector is central to our parliamentary democracy, 
freedom of speech and to the provision of quality and impartial information. It is for this reason 
that the Programme for Government expanded the remit of the Public Service Broadcasting 
Commission to become the Future of Media Commission. The Commission was tasked with 
considering the future of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic fashion and 
with recommendations to put media on a sustainable footing over the next decade. 

The Commission was chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, and it included experts in 
public service media, independent journalism, social media, new technology platforms, media 
economics, culture, language, creative content, governance and international best practice.

The Commission engaged comprehensively with stakeholders, including broadcasters, jour-
nalists, publishers, regional media and the wider public. The first phase of the Future of Media 
Commission public consultation, which ran from December 12th 2020 to January 8th 2021, 
resulted in over 800 written submissions from stakeholder groups and the general public on a 
wide range of themes.

At the end of January 2021, the Commission began a series of thematic dialogues. In these 
online webinars, panels of experts explored key themes in more depth and answered follow-up 
questions from the virtual audience and the Commission members.  The webinars and the pub-
lic consultations are all available on the Future of Media Commission’s website.

The work of the Future of Media Commission has now been completed.  The report of the 
Commission has been submitted to An Taoiseach and myself and we are currently considering 
its contents in advance of bringing the matter to Government, after which the report will be 
published. 

Question No. 136 answered with Question No. 110.

11/11/2021WRG00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

11/11/2021WRG00300137. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the current and planned measures to support businesses and jobs in the hospitality 
sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55126/21]

11/11/2021WRG00400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The COVID-19 pandemic had a devastating impact on the tourism industry. As we 
rebuild this vital sector, which supports livelihoods all across Ireland, we have an opportunity 
to ensure that the sector recovers and grows in a way which delivers social and economic gain 
to cities, towns and villages all across Ireland, more evenly spread throughout the year, and in 
a manner that protects our unique environment. The significant additional funding that I have 
secured for tourism services in Budget 2022 will help address immediate survival-related con-
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cerns of tourism businesses while also enabling further resilience and recovery across industry 
as we reopen to international tourism and transition to a more sustainable future.   

The  funding for Tourism in Budget 2022 amounting to €288.5m represents an increase of 
€67.6m over the 2021 allocation. This includes €50m funding for further Tourism Business 
Continuity Supports to assist strategic tourism businesses with their survival and recovery.  

The budget measures also include a €35m increase in the Tourism Marketing Fund in 2022 
to enable Tourism Ireland to support the delivery of a marketing strategy to help restore inbound 
tourism to Ireland. Funding is also being provided for a range of initiatives including domestic 
marketing and festivals, supporting the digitalisation of tourism businesses as well as skills 
development and staff retention.  €36.5m is also being  provided in capital funding for tourism 
product development for the delivery of enhanced visitor experiences in line with the objectives 
of the National Development Plan 2021-2030.   

The supports for Tourism also include a range of cross-Government measures which will 
assist the sector in its recovery and growth. Tourism businesses continue to benefit from mea-
sures such as the continuation of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme to April 2022, tax 
warehousing and a commercial rates waiver while the 9% VAT rate for hospitality remains in 
place until September 2022.

In relation to jobs in the tourism sector, a work programme is currently underway by Fáilte 
Ireland to understand the views of employers and employees around the skills and labour force 
challenges facing the sector. Fáilte Ireland is also engaging with the recruitment sector and 
undertaking an international review to understand the experience of other sectors and other 
destinations. The work programme is informing the agency’s work plans on how to support 
businesses to drive change, retain talent and build the appeal of working in the industry.  

Fáilte Ireland carried out a number of activities in 2021 supporting the industry’s recruit-
ment drive for reopening including chairing the Tourism and Hospitality Careers Oversight 
Group, delivering a multi-channel #BeThePulse Recruitment Awareness Campaign, promot-
ing and enhancing tourismcareers.ie website and working with education providers and with 
the  with the Department of Social Protection to promote the Government’s Pathways to Work 
strategy.

11/11/2021WRG00500Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRG00600138. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if assistance will be provided to a sports club (details supplied) that wants to 
acquire land for use by the club; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55202/21]

11/11/2021WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): In terms of capital assistance offered by my Department to 
sports clubs, the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is the primary vehicle for 
Government support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of 
non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Over 13,000 projects have now ben-
efited from sports capital funding since 1998, bringing the total allocations in that time to over 
€1 billion. 

It should be noted however, that the SCEP does not fund the purchase of land or build-
ings. Full details of the Programme and the type of projects funded can be found at:www.
sportscapitalprogramme.ie.
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A separate tax relief scheme for donations to sports clubs may be used by any sports club 
or organisations to assist in funding the acquisition of land, developing facilities, purchasing 
non-personal equipment for sports activities, or repaying a loan for any of these purposes. More 
information in this regard can be found at www.revenue.ie.

11/11/2021WRG00800Olympic Games

11/11/2021WRG00900139. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if a post-games review into the Olympics and Paralympics has been conclud-
ed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55047/21]

11/11/2021WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland, the statutory agency with responsibility for 
the development of sport in Ireland, including high performance sport, undertakes such reviews 
after each Olympic/Paralympic Games.

For the purposes of the Tokyo Games review, Sport Ireland has already appointed indepen-
dent service providers to complete that review, which will consist of three distinct phases: 

- Phase 1: Pre-Games Assessments 

- Phase 2: Post-Games Surveys 

- Phase 3: Independent Service Provider Reviews

It is envisaged that the review will be completed and published by the end of this year.  

11/11/2021WRG01100Oideachas Gaeltachta

11/11/2021WRG01200140. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán céard iad na pleananna atá aici do na Coláistí Gaeilge don bhliain seo 
chugainn; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [54330/21]

11/11/2021WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Is ar an mbunús agus ar an tnúthán go mbeidh na coláistí 
Gaeilge athoscailte in 2022 atá an Roinn ag feidhmiú ach ar ndóigh is gá do gach earnáil feidh-
miú faoi réir threoirlínte COVID-19.

Ní gá a rá go leanfaidh mé féin agus mo Roinn ag coinneáil rudaí faoi bhreithniú i rith an 
ama agus ag obair i gcomhar leis na páirtithe leasmhara, lena n-áirítear an Roinn Oideachais, 
na húdaráis sláinte agus scáthghrúpa na gcoláistí samhraidh, CONCOS, ach go háirithe, chun 
teacht ar chur chuige slán sábháilte agus tacaíocht chuí a bheidh ar leas foriomlán an phobail, 
idir phobal na Gaeltachta agus pobal na gColáistí.

Is tríd an gcúnamh leanúnach a chuirtear ar fáil faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge a 
bheidh an Roinn ag teacht i gcabhair ar an earnáil go príomha, mar atá déanta go dtí seo.

Tá Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge (SFG) á riar ag mo Roinn ar mhaithe le tacú le deise-
anna breise sealbhaithe agus saibhrithe teanga  a chur ar fáil sa Ghaeltacht do lucht freastail 
iar-bhunscoileanna agus triú leibhéal na tíre. Tagann an scéim le cuspóirí foriomlána an Rialtais 
i leith na Gaeilge mar atá leagtha amach sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010–2030.

Tá trí chiste faoi leith bunaithe ag mo Roinn i mbliana ar mhaithe le cabhrú tuilleadh leis an 
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earnáil a chobhsú de thoradh COVID-19.  Is ar lucht stiúrtha na gcóláistí atá an ciste is déanaí, 
ar fiú suas le €1.7m é, a d’fhógair mé coicís ó shin nó mar sin.  

Tagann an ciste faoi leith seo sna sála ar an dá chiste eile ar fiú beagnach €2.5m iad a 
fógraíodh i rith an tsamhraidh  - a bhí dirithe ar lucht lóistín an chórais agus ar hallaí pobail 
Gaeltachta lena mbaineann.  Is fiú a lua go bhfuil an ciste a cuireadh ar fáil i mbliana do na 
teaghlaigh 25% níos airde ná ciste 2020 agus nár cuireadh aon chiste ar fáil do na hallaí pobail 
in 2020. 

Níl aon amhras orm ach go gcabhróidh an ciste is déanaí tuilleadh leis an earnáil le go 
mbeidh teacht aniar agus athoscailt rathúil i ndán di in 2022.

Is féidir leis an Teachta a bheith cinnte de go leanfaidh mé orm mar Aire Stáit na Gaeltachta 
ag tacú oiread is féidir leis an earnáil tríd an gcistíocht shuntasach a chuirtear ar fáil go bliantúil 
ar leas an chórais.

Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 128.

11/11/2021WRG01500Tourism Promotion

11/11/2021WRG01600142. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will detail the enhancement of international marketing of Ireland as a tourist 
destination; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55214/21]

11/11/2021WRG01700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, the inbound tourism market has been severely impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While our domestic tourism market has helped sustain the industry, it 
now needs international visitors to return in significant numbers in order to facilitate a meaning-
ful recovery. Since the easing of restrictions on the 19th of July overseas visitors have started to 
return to our shores but at a much lower level than prior to the pandemic.

Last year, a Tourism Recovery Taskforce was put in place to prepare a Tourism Recovery 
Plan with recommendations on how best the Irish Tourism sector can adapt and recover in a 
changed tourism environment as a result of the crisis.  One of its recommendations was an in-
crease in the overseas Tourism Marketing Fund to help protect Ireland’s existing brand position 
and kick-start the recovery in inbound tourism. 

In the recently announced Budget 2022, I was happy to secure additional resources to sup-
port tourism next year, including a substantial €35 million increase in our overseas marketing 
fund and a provision of €50 million for further business continuity supports for tourism busi-
nesses. 

The competition globally to attract tourism will be more challenging than ever and I am 
more than confident that Tourism Ireland is equally equipped for and up for the challenge. 
To this end Tourism Ireland has started to ‘roll out the green carpet’ and welcome back our 
international visitors as they work to encourage as many overseas holidaymakers as possible 
to book Ireland for their next holiday destination. The concept revolves around creating a com-
mitment to travel, by ‘pressing the Green Button’; green being the universal colour of ‘go’ and 
instinctively connected with the island of Ireland. I was happy to help Tourism Ireland launch 
this new campaign in both the UK and the United States recently when I travelled to both mar-
kets to engage with our industry partners to reassure them that Ireland was open and waiting to 
welcome back visitors.
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Last week I attended World Travel Market in London and saw first-hand the excellent work 
undertaken by Tourism Ireland in highlighting Ireland’s world-class tourism experience to in-
ternational tour operators. There is increasing recognition that tourism growth must be sustain-
able, as well as being consistent with our sectoral climate change targets and commitments. In 
that regard, I know that Tourism Ireland will be working towards the longer term goal of ensur-
ing that we are successfully marketed as a sustainable tourism destination.

11/11/2021WRG01800Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRG01900143. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media the engagements she has had with various sporting bodies and others in relation to the 
return of indoor sports and cultural activities for children. [54945/21]

11/11/2021WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Minister Martin and I have ongoing engagement with stake-
holders in the sports sector, as do the officials in my Department. There are two main groups 
which engage with the sector, namely the Expert Group on Return to Sport and the Covid-19 
Sport Monitoring Group. I have also held one to one meetings with some of the National Gov-
erning Bodies of sport.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity  

Indoor group activities include arts, culture and dance classes. All indoor group activities 
should ensure that there are appropriate infection prevention and control measures in place to 
minimise the risk of virus transmission. The Arts Council has prepared guidance on the reopen-
ing of arts, culture and dance activities for children and young people which is available on 
their website 

www.artscouncil.ie/uploadedFiles/wwwartscouncilie/Content/Contact_us/COVID-19/
YPCE_COVID-19_AdditionalGuidance.pdf.  These should be read in conjunction with the   
Guidance for the Arts Sector.

Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 110.

11/11/2021WRG02200Irish Language

11/11/2021WRG02300145. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the breakdown of the funding for Irish language groups by county; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [54711/21]

11/11/2021WRG02400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): It is not possible, in the time available, to compile the de-
tailed information requested by the Deputy.

My officials are collating the information requested and a reply will issue to the Deputy in 
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accordance with the timelines set out in Standing Orders.

11/11/2021WRG02500Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRG02600146. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the way the additional €65 million in sports funding through the Covid-19 invest-
ment programme will be disbursed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54978/21]

11/11/2021WRG02700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): On 5th October 2021, Minister Martin and I were delighted 
to announce that additional current funding of up to €65 million will be available to support 
the sport sector this year. Allied to the additional current expenditure of €26.3 million already 
provided to Sport Ireland, a total of €91.3 million will have been allocated in additional current 
funding to support the sport sector in 2021.

This package is intended to support National Governing Bodies of Sport and sports clubs 
arising from the significant impact of COVID-19 restrictions on the sports sector, by providing 
specific funding support for the following sectors:

- Field Sport funding to support the main field sports, i.e. the FAI, the GAA and the IRFU; 

-  A Resilience Fund to support the other National Governing Bodies of Sport; 

- A Sports Club Resilience Fund to support clubs from all sports; 

- A Swimming Pools/Facilities Fund; 

- A Resumption of Sport & Physical Activity Fund.

The funding will be invested through new grant schemes developed by Sport Ireland and the 
funding will be disbursed through the National Governing Bodies of sport. 

Following the announcement, Sport Ireland invited applications for funding from National 
Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Sports Partnerships.  The applications are now being re-
viewed by Sport Ireland and funding allocations will be announced in December.

11/11/2021WRG02800Online Safety

11/11/2021WRG02900147. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the estimated timeline for the publication of the online safety and media regu-
lation Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54844/21]

11/11/2021WRG03000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I thank the Deputy for raising this matter. I also thank the Deputy and her colleagues 
in the Joint Oireachtas Committee (JOC) for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and Media for the 
publication, on Tuesday of last week, of a comprehensive pre-legislative scrutiny report in 
relation to the General Scheme of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill. The 33 recom-
mendations contained in the report raise a wide range of important issues and highlight the scale 
and complexity of the matters to be addressed in the Bill.

I commend the thorough and consultative approach taken by the JOC in conducting its pre-
legislative scrutiny, which represents a continuity of the approach in developing the General 
Scheme, which involved public consultation and significant stakeholder engagement. 
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Last year, when I asked the Government to request that the JOC conduct pre-legislative 
scrutiny, I also asked the Government to approve the commencement of detailed drafting of the 
Bill by the Office of the Attorney General at the same time. The detailed drafting process is now 
nearing completion and will be finalised once I have carefully considered the JOC’s report and 
recommendations. 

A number of recommendations in the JOC report are straightforward and can be provided 
for with some additional legal drafting work from the Office of the Attorney General. A number 
of others are more complex, either directly dealing with technical legal drafting matters, or rais-
ing new policy proposals with significant practical and legal implications.

While I am closely considering all the recommendations, there are some which deal with 
issues that I have been examining for some time. This includes how the Bill can be further 
strengthened in order to better protect individuals online, including issues relating to the ap-
propriate avenues of complaint or redress.

I intend to progress the Bill as a matter of urgency. It will be published as soon as is practi-
cable following due consideration of the JOC’s report and recommendations.

Finally, I note that €5.5 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to establish a new regulator, 
the Media Commission, under the Bill. While the Commission will ultimately be funded by an 
industry levy, this start-up funding will enable the Commission to hire an Online Safety Com-
missioner, to begin work on key issues and to hit the ground running following the enactment 
of the Bill in 2022.

11/11/2021WRG03100Tourism Promotion

11/11/2021WRG03200148. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will prioritise efforts to develop the Wild Atlantic Walkway as per the 
commitment in the Programme for Government; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[54833/21]

11/11/2021WRG03300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tour-
ism policy and  implementation of that policy is a matter for the tourism agencies.  With specific 
regard to the Wild Atlantic Walkway,  I understand that challenges relating to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic meant that Fáilte Ireland had to defer initial work relating to this project until 
2022. The development of a coastal walking route along the length of the Wild Atlantic Way 
remains a priority for Fáilte Ireland.  As this is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have 
referred this question to the agency for direct response to the Deputy.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

11/11/2021WRG03400Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRG03500149. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to ensure Ireland will maintain strong representation in international 
events such as the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games and World and European Champi-
onships; the steps being taken at all levels to support elite athletes and coaches who are cur-
rently competing, in addition to plans to build a pipeline of talent that will increase Ireland’s 
medal contention; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54943/21]
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11/11/2021WRG03600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The National Sport Policy 208-2027 included an action to 
develop a new high performance strategy. This strategy, entitled High Performance Strategy 
2021-2032, was published in June 2021 and includes specific targets, and it will be a key com-
ponent for the strategic and operational delivery objectives of the Sport Ireland Institute across 
its performance, leadership, coaching and specialist services.   

A copy of the Strategy can be found at on the Sport Ireland website at the following link: 
www.sportireland.ie/sites/default/files/media/document/2021-06/strategy_eng.pdf    

The High Performance Strategy sets out challenging but achievable targets and signals our 
belief that Irish athletes can compete with the best in the world and win medals at the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, and other major international competitions, on a consistent basis.

World class facilities and equipment is one of the strategic pillars of the Strategy. The Sport 
Ireland Campus is a major statement of the commitment to high performance sport.  The Cam-
pus will be further developed and expanded in the coming years to really deliver the best pos-
sible facilities for existing and emerging athletes.

Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibil-
ity for the development of sport, including high performance sport and its funding allocations. 
Sport Ireland provides High Performance Programme funding which supports Irish athletes in 
reaching finals and achieving medals at European Championships, World Championships, and 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games. High Performance investment in 2020 was approximately 
€15.5 million and is estimated to be €18.5 million for 2021. Our ambition is to double the 
State’s investment in sport, from €112 million in 2018 to €220 million by 2027.

In Budget 2022, we announced over €181 million for sport next year, an increase of almost 
€11 million compared to the 2021 Revised Estimate. Compared to 2018, we will have achieved 
an increase of almost €70m.  

Current expenditure funding for Sport Ireland for 2022 will be €96 million, an increase of 
over €4m from 2021 and up by €44 million compared to 2018. This funding will enable Sport 
Ireland to continue to support the sector as it recovers from the challenges of Covid. It will also 
allow continued support for high performance sport, participation programmes and other fund-
ing programmes.

We recognise the benefits of multi-annual funding and the National Sports Policy aims to 
deliver funding on a multi-annual basis for high performance and participation programmes 
(Action 44).  The Sport Ireland High Performance Strategy 2021-2032 also provides a commit-
ment to multi-annual funding within High Performance Sport. Progress is being made in this 
regard with Sport Ireland intending to introduce multi-annual funding from 2022 to 2024 to 
National Governing Bodies (NGBs) who operate High Performance Programmes. Sport Ireland 
will have set criteria in order for NGBs to be considered for multi-annual funding, which will 
include the adoption and compliance with the Governance Code by December 31, 2021. Sport 
Ireland will work closely with NGBs to ensure they achieve and maintain the standards required 
for multi-annual funding. 

11/11/2021WRG03700Media Pluralism

11/11/2021WRG03800150. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 83 of 28 April 2021, the steps she is 
taking to facilitate a national policy debate on the issue of the financial health of the Irish media; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53581/21]

11/11/2021WRG03900157. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the steps which she is taking to support a thriving, independent Irish media 
further to the Government review of the strategic communications unit in 2018; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [54974/21]

11/11/2021WRG04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 150 and 157 together.

  A strong and independent media sector is central to our parliamentary democracy and 
freedom of speech. The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, provided for the es-
tablishment of the Future of Media Commission, in recognition of the importance of a sustain-
able Irish media sector. It was tasked with considering the future of print, broadcast, and online 
media in a platform agnostic fashion.

On 29 September 2020 the Government agreed the terms of reference and membership 
of the Future of Media Commission.  It was chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, and it in-
cluded experts in public service media, independent journalism, social media, new technology 
platforms, media economics, culture, language, creative content, governance and international 
best practice.

The goals of the Independent Commission were to explore the Irish experience and the 
challenges created for media by new global platforms and changing audience preferences. The 
Commission also sought to consider to what extent the current models of delivery are the ap-
propriate ones for the next 10 years. The Commission also reviewed best practice in other 
countries, especially across the European Economic Area.

The Commission was tasked with proposing how public service aims should be delivered 
in Ireland over the next ten years in a sustainable way. The Commission was also asked make 
recommendations on RTE’s role, financing and structure.

The Commission held its inaugural meeting on 29 October 2020. This was followed by a pe-
riod of public consultation, which ran from December 12th 2020 - January 8th 2021, resulting 
in over 800 written submissions from stakeholder groups and the general public. In addition, six 
Thematic Dialogues were held between January 28th and April 15th which involved panels of 
speakers on a range of matters who responded to questions from online participants and Com-
mission members. These dialogues are available on the Commission’s website.  As such, the 
Commission facilitated a very extensive process of national dialogue and policy debate on the 
Irish media. 

The work of the Future of Media Commission has now been completed.  The report of the 
Commission has been submitted to An Taoiseach and myself and we are currently considering 
its contents in advance of bringing the matter to Government, after which the report will be 
published.

11/11/2021WRG04100Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRG04200151. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to initiate a national soccer strategy for the betterment of the game 
in Ireland. [54705/21]

11/11/2021WRG04300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
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Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): While the key responsibility for the ongoing development 
and improvement of each sport in Ireland rests with the National Governing Bodies, the  Gov-
ernment’s Memorandum of Understanding with the Football Association of Ireland (FAI) does 
stipulate a number of commitments from the FAI in relation to the development of Irish soccer 
which will greatly benefit the game in the long term.

The Memorandum of Understanding requires the FAI to develop a new strategic plan for a 
period of between 3 - 5 years in compliance with good governance practice and aligned to the 
National Sports Policy 2018-2027. The FAI presented their directional Strategic Plan to their 
AGM last July and made a commitment to consult widely with Irish soccer stakeholders via a 
variety of consultation formats. I understand that this consultation is well underway and that the 
FAI aims to have its strategic plan completed by December.  

The Memorandum also requires the FAI to engage with clubs and players from the League 
of Ireland and the Women’s National League to draft a 5-year strategy to develop the Leagues 
and to commit appropriate funding and other resources to implement this development strategy, 
recognising their importance to the development of Irish soccer. I understand that, once the 
FAI has completed its strategic plan, an overall strategy for the League of Ireland and Women’s 
National League will be developed.

11/11/2021WRG04400Income Inequality

11/11/2021WRG04500152. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the position regarding her plans to introduce a basic income pilot for artists 
given the delayed tender to facilitate stakeholder engagement; if that stakeholder engagement 
has taken place to date; if not, when it will take place; and if she will direct the Arts Council 
to introduce a hardship fund in the meantime given that the basic income pilot is still being 
developed to ensure artists struggling to pay bills and repay mortgages as a result of the impact 
of pandemic restrictions on their work are adequately supported until such time as the industry 
can fully recover. [55154/21]

11/11/2021WRG04600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I was delighted that as part of the National Economic Recovery Plan, I secured a 
commitment from Government to prioritise the development of a Basic Income Guarantee pilot 
scheme for the arts and cultural sector. As Minister with responsibility for Arts and Culture, I 
am conscious of the value that this sector brings to all Irish citizens.  The importance of Irish 
culture, Irish art and Irish productions as a whole cannot be understated - it contributes to in-
dividual and societal well-being, as well as contributing to Ireland’s reputation as a country 
with a rich cultural history and output.  The intrinsic value of culture and the arts to society was 
particularly evident during the pandemic. 

Against this backdrop, and my own experience of the arts, funding for the Basic Income 
Guarantee Pilot Scheme was a key priority of mine for Budget 2022 and I secured €25m to 
realise the pilot scheme next year. 

In relation to the timeline for the launch of the pilot the Deputy will appreciate that this is 
a major policy intervention requiring significant resources to develop a coherent policy and to 
operationalise.  This work is ongoing and my ambition is to open the scheme for applications 
early in Q1 2022. The Oversight Group continues to meet regularly and met yesterday with a 
representative from SIPTU.

The selection process for recipients of the basic Income will be finalised following the 
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stakeholder engagement early next month, however, I can confirm the following:  

- Participation in the scheme will not be based on a means test. 

- It will be a non-competitive process, therefore once a person satisfies the eligibility criteria 
they will be included in a randomised selection process.  

- A number of unsuccessful applicants will be invited to participate in a control group to 
facilitate a comprehensive ex post appraisal of  the pilot in due course.  

- Proposals for the parameters of the scheme will be finalised in light of  the stakeholder 
engagement.  

I believe the Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme will bring new life and support to the 
Arts and Cultural Sector and I hope it will provide an important legacy for our artists and cre-
atives.

From the outset of the COVID-19 crisis, the Arts Council has been focused on protecting 
jobs and livelihoods of artists and arts workers, assisting arts organisations experiencing finan-
cial difficulties, working to encourage audiences to re-engage with in-person events in a safe 
environment, and supporting and developing the sector more broadly. 

As part of Budget 2022, I have maintained the Arts Council allocation at the record-level of 
€130m. With this ongoing strong public funding in 2022, the Arts Council is empowered to play 
a strong role in supporting artists and arts organisations to flourish in the years ahead.

11/11/2021WRG04700Straitéisí Ranna

11/11/2021WRG04800153. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén straitéis a chuirfear i bhfeidhm chun cúrsaí Gaeilge a chur 
chun cinn i gcathair Chorcaí. [55081/21]

11/11/2021WRG04900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, tá an próiseas pleanála teanga á chur 
chun feidhme i Limistéir Pleanála Teanga, Bailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta agus i Líonraí Gaeilge 
faoi Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012.  Faoin bpróiseas, tugtar tréimhse dhá bhliain don cheannea-
graíocht a roghnaítear chun plean teanga a chur faoi bhráid na Roinne le tacaíocht ó Údarás na 
Gaeltachta nó Foras na Gaeilge, mar is cuí.  

Maidir le Cathair Chorcaí, tar éis fógra poiblí faoinar lorgaíodh iarratais, roghnaigh Foras 
na Gaeilge an eagraíocht Gael Taca mar cheanneagraíocht chun plean teanga a ullmhú agus 
a fheidhmiú don chathair in 2018.  Ar an drochuair, níor cuireadh dréachtphlean teanga faoi 
bhráid mo Roinne laistigh den thréimhse dhá bhliain a bhí leagtha síos.  Tá roinnt cruinnithe 
tionólta idir mo Roinn, Foras na Gaeilge agus Gael Taca le tamall anuas ag a pléadh todhchaí an 
phlean teanga ach níor thángthas ar aon socrú ina leith go fóill.  Is féidir liom a dheimhniú go 
bhfuil mé fhéin agus mo Roinn tiomanta do phlean teanga a aontú do Chathair Chorcaí.   

Anuas ar an obair a bhí ar bun ag Gael Taca maidir leis an bplean teanga, bhí mo Roinn ag 
cur maoinithe ar fáil don eagraíocht le blianta fada anuas chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn i 
gcathair Chorcaí.  Tháinig deireadh leis an gcomhaontú is déanaí a bhí ag mo Roinn leis an 
eagraíocht i Nollaig 2020.  I láthair na huaire agus de bharr thábhacht Chathair Chorcaí mar 
Bhaile Seirbhíse Gaeltachta ach go háirithe, tá mo Roinn ag breathnú ar na féidearthachtaí eile 
réimse de shéirbhísí teanga a sholáthar sa chathair. 
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11/11/2021WRG05000Sports Facilities

11/11/2021WRG05100154. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the actions she will take to ensure the equal status of the Shelbourne women’s team 
who currently play their games at Tolka Park on the same terms as the men’s team in the Daly-
mount arrangement in the event of the proposed sale of Tolka Park going ahead. [55231/21]

11/11/2021WRG05200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Equality in sport is a key priority for both myself and Min-
ister Catherine Martin.  Our overall vision for women in sport is one where women have an 
equal opportunity to achieve their full potential while enjoying a lifelong involvement in sport.  

In relation to my Department’s capital support schemes, amongst the key considerations in 
the assessment of any applications under the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) 
and the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) is the likelihood of increasing participa-
tion including female participation and whether the proposed facility will be shared with other 
users or sports. 

In relation to Tolka Park, as the stadium is owned by Dublin City Council, any future plans 
for the ground are a matter for the Council in the first instance and I understand that no defini-
tive decision has been taken in that regard. Dublin City Council’s proposal for the redevelop-
ment of Dalymount Park was awarded a grant of €918,750, under the LSSIF towards the cost of 
bringing the project to tender stage. The project is at the very early stages of design and the type 
of pitch which it is chosen to develop as part of that design process will be a major determinant 
in the extent to which it can be used.  

Once the stadium is completed it will be a matter, in the first instance, for Dublin City Coun-
cil and the two clubs (Bohemian FC and Shelbourne FC)  to decide on the management of the 
stadium and its facilities. In that regard I understand that a management strategy for the entire 
complex including the usage of the pitch will need to be agreed.

11/11/2021WRG05300Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRG05400155. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the current funding supports for LGBTQ+ persons in sporting programmes funded 
by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54713/21]

11/11/2021WRG05500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all 
levels and raising standards. This includes the allocation of funding to sporting organisations 
across a variety of funding schemes.  

Sport Ireland is in the process of developing a Diversity and Inclusion policy to further 
broaden the scope of its remit in this area. Sport Ireland recently concluded a wide ranging re-
search and consultation process with the sport sector, representative organisations and the gen-
eral public, specifically encouraging the LGBTI+ community, people with a disability and those 
from minority ethnic communities, including the Travelling community, to share their views. 

The aim of the research and consultation process was to identify the barriers and challenges 
to participation in sport and physical activity faced by certain communities, and to identify 
opportunities to remove or reduce those barriers. The insights gained will inform the identifica-
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tion and development of supports and initiatives to promote participation in sport and physical 
activity across under represented communities, including the LGBTI+ community. 

The Local Sports Partnership Network (LSP) which is comprised of 29 LSPs around the 
country, plays a vital role in increasing participation levels in sport and physical activity, es-
pecially among those sectors of society that are currently underrepresented in sport. Working 
with trusted professionals and valued volunteers, the Network engages communities to deliver 
opportunities for participation in sport and physically activities that are progressive, innovative 
and fully inclusive at a local level.

In 2020, 340,000 people from communities across Ireland including LGBTI+ persons took 
part in sport and physical activity opportunities organised by Local Sports Partnerships. In re-
cent years, the LSP Network has utilised funding from the Dormant Account Fund to support 
inclusive initiatives and programmes that focus on groups with lower levels of participation 
which includes members of the LGBTI+ community. 

In June 2021, the Local Sports Partnerships and National Governing Bodies of Sport sup-
ported the inaugural #LetsGetVisible campaign, which was developed by Sporting Pride in 
association with Sport Ireland. The aim of the campaign was to recognise and promote the 
importance of visibility and representation amongst the LGBTI+ community. 

The Sport Ireland participation unit is currently working with Sporting Pride to explore op-
portunities to grow and develop this campaign in 2022 utilising the forthcoming Sport Ireland 
Diversity and Inclusion Policy which will contain specific actions on promoting participation 
and inclusion of people from the LGBTI+ community, as recommended in Action 43 of the 
Sport Ireland Participation plan. 

The Deputy might also be interested to note that I will soon be launching a Sports Action 
Plan covering the period to end 2023, which will include a series of actions and initiatives 
aimed at increasing participation levels across the board. The plan’s emphasis will be geared 
towards increasing inclusion, diversity and equality in sport.

Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 118.

Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 150.

11/11/2021WRH00300Departmental Funding

11/11/2021WRH00400158. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will provide the funds necessary to build 500+ performance spaces in Dublin 
to address the dearth of such venues in Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55230/21]

11/11/2021WRH00500173. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her views on the absence of cultural spaces in Dublin specifically for performance 
and artistic exhibitions; and the actions she plans to take to address same. [55229/21]

11/11/2021WRH00600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 158 and 173 together.

I am not aware of research that identifies a shortage of performance spaces in Dublin of the 
scale to which the Deputy refers.  

The Programme for Government contains a number of proposals under the heading Cre-
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ative and Cultural Infrastructure which contain measures to increase the provision of affordable 
workspaces for artists and creative practitioners.

Progress is on-going in relation to provision of workspaces for artists and creative practi-
tioners as well as delivery of the arts and culture capital infrastructure set out in Project Ireland 
2040. Funding has been made available under the National Development Plan for a culture 
and creativity investment programme. This investment programme is closely aligned with the 
Creative Ireland Programme and includes a range of investments in regional arts and culture 
facilities which include a number of artists’ workspace projects among other initiatives. Based 
on this investment we can expect to see the delivery of significant redevelopments our National 
Cultural Institutions including the Abbey Theatre and the National Concert Hall as well as in-
vestments in regional arts and culture facilities.

Local authorities have important functions with respect to the provision of  artists’  work 
spaces. My Department has allocated up to €3 million to Dublin City Council for capital devel-
opment of studio workspaces towards funding provided under the urban regeneration develop-
ment fund on sites owned by the city council. This level of investment will be of significant 
benefit to artists in the area and address the deficit in artist workspaces in Dublin city.

Recent decades have seen the development of a nationwide infrastructure of venues and 
arts centres, many of which were initiated and funded by local authorities. These centres are 
also supported through capital schemes largely operated by my Department. Projects supported 
included the provision of new integrated art centres, theatres and studio space and the refurbish-
ment of existing performance spaces.  Support provided to these arts centres by local authorities 
and the Arts Council is critical to ensuring that a stable and vibrant network can be maintained. 
Capital funding schemes operated by my Department continue to be focused on enhancing this 
existing stock of arts and culture centres throughout the country. Recent capital schemes are 
being informed by the strategic Review of Arts Centres and Venues commissioned by the Arts 
Council and CCMA, as well as the Arts Council’s published Arts Centre Policy and Strategy 
2019, which sets out its funding criteria for arts centres from 2020 onwards.   

The Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 is a €4.7m capital investment scheme for arts and 
culture centres which is being administered by my Department.  The scheme will run until 
2022 and focuses on enhancing the existing stock of arts and culture centres throughout the 
country. Projects that provide additional capacity for artists and artistic production particularly 
in arts centres are favoured. The Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 is constructed of a num-
ber of funding streams one of which is Stream C which is aimed at upgrading visual artists’ 
workspaces and is run by Visual Artists Ireland (VAI) on behalf of my Department. Funding 
of approximately €79k was announced in October 2020 by VAI for Stream C to 10 applicants.

In response to Covid-19,  capital funding towards the pilot Outdoor Public Space Scheme 
2021  by my Department is intended to fund local authorities to adapt, equip or otherwise im-
prove public spaces for cultural and events activities, taking account of public health guidelines 
and of the needs of the local arts community. Outdoor public spaces that can provide year-round 
use can improve well-being and contribute positively to the public realm. 

The Deputy may be aware that I established the Night-Time Economy Taskforce on 30 
July 2020 as one of the priority actions for the Department and on foot of a commitment in 
the Programme for Government.  The report, which I help launched last September, contains 
recommendations that aim at having a more diverse and inclusive Night-Time Economy sec-
tor.  These include bringing more venues into late night use by linking promoters and artists 
with existing spaces as well as increased collaboration across Government to deliver a high 
impact and well-functioning public realm to encourage more outdoor activities in the Night-
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Time Economy.  The report is published on my Department’s website and can be accessed at the 
following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/c1ba7-report-of-the-night-time-economy-taskforce/.  
Aligned with the Night-Time Economy report, the Arts Council plan to launch its spatial policy 
later which I understand will prioritise funding for new artist’s workspaces in 2022.

It should be noted that the Arts Council operates a number of schemes and initiatives that 
have been established for the particular support of visual arts, including the Visual Artists 
Workspace Scheme.  The purpose of the Visual Artists Workspace Scheme is to support artists’ 
workspaces throughout the country to provide the best possible working environment for visual 
artists and, where feasible, to enable a level of subsidy for the artists working in these spaces.

County and city development plans are being drawn by local authorities and I understand 
that the new draft City Development Plan 2022 – 2028 for Dublin City Council proposes ad-
dressing the deficit in Artists Workspaces.  This can be accessed at the following link: www.
dublincity.ie/ga/node/8052  

11/11/2021WRH00700Tourism Funding

11/11/2021WRH00800159. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the support provided in 2020 and to date in 2021 by her Department via Fáilte Ire-
land to relevant businesses in County Cork to help with reopening and recovery; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [54979/21]

11/11/2021WRH00900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Fáilte Ireland has provided a wide range of supports to tourism businesses in 2020 
and 2021. I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further information on sup-
ports provided to tourism businesses in County Cork.  Please contact my private office if you 
do not receive a response within 10 working days. 

11/11/2021WRH01000Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRH01100160. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the operational guidelines currently in place for hospitality and live entertainment 
venues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54987/21]

11/11/2021WRH01200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Up-to-date operational guidelines for a range of tourism and hospitality businesses 
are available on the Fáilte Ireland website (covid19.failteireland.ie/operational-guidelines/).  
Guidelines for the live entertainment and nightclub sector have recently been published by 
my Department and can be found at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/updated-
guidelines-for-nightlife-and-live-entertainment-sector/.  These guidelines are designed to assist 
businesses to reopen and operate safely through the ongoing pandemic, in line with relevant 
Government public health advice and related Regulations.

In light of the epidemiological situation which has emerged over the last number of weeks, 
it is imperative that we carefully manage reopening.  Government’s aim is to allow as many 
businesses as possible reopen and continue operating in the safest possible way.  This is why 
we need regulations and robust guidance to assist businesses to reopen safely and, importantly, 
to stay open.  Central to all sectoral guidelines is a commitment to adhering to appropriate 
infection prevention control measures, which are necessary to protect individuals and soci-
ety, as well as supporting our continued progress towards a full return to operation of various 
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sectors.  Compliance with these measures should not be considered best practice but, rather, 
the minimum standard required to protect our communities.

I acknowledge that the ongoing public health restrictions continue to be challenging for rel-
evant businesses.  However, with COVID-19 still circulating in our communities and particu-
larly in light of the epidemiological situation that has emerged over recent weeks, it is impera-
tive that we carefully manage reopening and continuing business operations.  Accordingly it is 
important that we continue to adhere to COVID-19-related guidelines and public health advice 
in order to minimise opportunities for the transmission of the virus.

Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 110.

11/11/2021WRH01400Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRH01500162. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the Sport Ireland guidelines for underage indoor club sports in 
terms of Covid-19 restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54843/21]

11/11/2021WRH01600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-
eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society can 
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means:  

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).  

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures. 

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods. 

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities. 

- For spectators, the use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events.  

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity

11/11/2021WRH01700Tourism Promotion

11/11/2021WRH01800163. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans for inward international tourism in 2022; and if she will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [54329/21]

11/11/2021WRH01900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, the inbound tourism market has been severely impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While our domestic tourism market has helped sustain the industry, it 
now needs international visitors to return in significant numbers in order to facilitate a meaning-
ful recovery. Since the easing of restrictions on the 19th of July overseas visitors have started to 
return to our shores but at a much lower level than prior to the pandemic. 

The global competition to attract tourism will be more challenging than ever and I am more 
than confident that Tourism Ireland is equipped and up for the challenge. To this end, Tourism 
Ireland has started to ‘roll out the green carpet’ and welcome back our international visitors 
as it works to encourage as many overseas holidaymakers as possible to book Ireland as their 
next holiday destination. The new campaign revolves around creating a commitment to travel, 
by ‘pressing the Green Button’; green being the universal colour of ‘go’ and instinctively con-
nected with the island of Ireland. I was happy to help Tourism Ireland launch this campaign in 
both the UK and the United States recently when I travelled to both markets to engage with our 
industry partners to reassure them that Ireland was open and waiting to welcome back visitors.

Last year, a Tourism Recovery Taskforce was put in place to prepare a Tourism Recovery 
Plan with recommendations on how best the Irish Tourism sector can adapt and recover in a 
changed tourism environment as a result of the crisis.  One of its recommendations was an in-
crease in the overseas Tourism Marketing Fund to help protect Ireland’s existing brand position 
and kick-start the recovery in inbound tourism. Within the context of the recently announced 
Budget 2022, I was happy to be able to secure additional resources to support tourism next year, 
including a substantial €35 million increase in our overseas marketing fund and a provision of 
€50 million for further business continuity supports for tourism businesses. 

The Recovery Oversight Group continues to oversee the implementation of the Tourism 
Recovery Plan and to report to me on a regular basis with updates on implementation of the plan 
and the wider recovery of the sector. 

There is increasing recognition that tourism growth must be sustainable, as well as being 
consistent with our sectoral climate change targets and commitments. In that regard, I know that 
Tourism Ireland will be working towards the longer term goal of ensuring that we are success-
fully marketed as a sustainable tourism destination.

11/11/2021WRH02000Online Safety

11/11/2021WRH02100164. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to address the recommendation of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and Media on the pre-legislative scrutiny of the general scheme 
of the online safety and media regulation Bill for a moratorium on advertising infant formula 
products online; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55114/21]

11/11/2021WRH02200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I thank the Deputy for her question and commend her for overseeing the thorough 
pre-legislative scrutiny of the General Scheme of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill 
in her role as chair of the Joint Oireachtas Committee (JOC) for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport 
and Media.

Regarding the recommendation of the Committee in their pre-legislative scrutiny report for 
a moratorium on the advertising of infant formula products online, this is something I am cur-
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rently examining. 

The recommendation raises a new policy proposal that was not considered during the devel-
opment of the General Scheme of the Bill or in detailed drafting by the Office of the Attorney 
General. As such, the practical and legal implications of this proposal will need to be teased out 
before it can be addressed, whether through legislation or other avenues, particularly in consul-
tation with the Department of Health and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

I note that standards in relation to infant formula products, including advertising standards, 
are primarily set down at an EU level. Implementation of these in Ireland is overseen by the 
Food Safety Authority of Ireland under the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

Further to this, standards regarding advertising of infant formula products are reflected in 
the advertising codes of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI).  As a matter of practice, 
the BAI seeks to reflect medical and health advertising policy developed by the relevant Depart-
ments and public bodies in its advertising codes.  This will also be the case with the advertising 
related media codes and online safety codes to be developed by the Media Commission, which 
is to be established under the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill.

11/11/2021WRH02300Scéimeanna Rannach

11/11/2021WRH02400165. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mairéad Farrell den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an ndéanfaidh sí athbhreithniú ar Scéim na mBóithre Áise a thabhairt 
ar ais do na Ceantair Ghaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [54838/21]

11/11/2021WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá Scéim na mBóithre Áise, a bhfuil an Teachta ag tagairt 
di, curtha ar fionraí le roinnt blianta anois.  Faoin scéim sin, chuirtí airgead ar fáil do na húdaráis 
áitiúla ar mhaithe le hobair dheisiúcháin a dhéanamh ar bhóithre cáilithe faoi leith  sa Ghael-
tacht. 

Ar nós a leithéid de bhóithre lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht, is ar na húdaráis áitiúla atá an fhrea-
gracht  maidir lena leithéid de bhóithre a chothabháil agus a dheisiú anois.  

11/11/2021WRH02600Departmental Reports

11/11/2021WRH02700166. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the strategies in place to deliver on the recommendations proposed by the night-time 
economy task force; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55124/21]

11/11/2021WRH02800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Night-time Economy is a hugely important sector, contributing to our economy 
and our cultural and creative sectors and it is important that we protect, support and sustain it 
– particularly as we begin to emerge out of this pandemic and we start to think about how and 
where we socialise and how we plan our city and town centres.

The Report of the Night-Time Economy Taskforce contained 36 practical recommendations 
in the area of regulation, licensing, planning, transport, safety and increasing the diversity of ac-
tivities as part of the night-time offering.  A robust implementation structure is currently being 
established to ensure that the recommendations are implemented in full and also, importantly, 
that the document remains current and that new ideas and new developments are included as 
the work progresses.



Questions - Written Answers

104

I am working with colleagues across Government and stakeholders to drive the implementa-
tion of the various actions in this Report and work is well underway to implement the actions 
in the Report.  I was delighted to support a series of late night events across the country as part 
of this year’s Culture Night on foot of the Taskforce recommendation in this area.  Progress is 
also being made by my own Department and other members of the Taskforce, working with 
stakeholders, in the development of responses to many of the other actions also.   

I look forward to continued progress across all areas of this Report over the coming months.

11/11/2021WRH02900Film Industry

11/11/2021WRH03000167. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if her attention has been drawn to the fact that film producer companies 
that are in receipt of public funding such as section 481 and Screen Ireland grants which are 
conditional on the provision of quality employment and training are regularly attending Work-
place Relations Commission and Labour Court hearings in cases taken by film employees and 
denying that they have a responsibility to those employees; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55226/21]

11/11/2021WRH03100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) and the Labour Court are independent 
statutory bodies  under the Workplace Relations Act 2015 and the Industrial Relations Act 1946 
respectively.   The WRC and the Labour Court  are the mechanisms for regulating employment 
law in the State.  They are under the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment.   Both organisations have statutory powers under which they conduct their 
business and I have no role in their operations.

In relation to the application process for a Certification under Section 481, a producer com-
pany and a  qualifying company as defined by the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (as amended) 
are required to sign an undertaking in respect of quality employment and must as a condition of 
certification, provide details of any Work Place Commission decisions in relation to the quali-
fying company, the producer company or other companies in the film group, and where those 
decision are a finding against such a company, confirmation that the finding has been followed 
or an explanation where the finding has not been followed. 

If a producer does not comply with the employment and skills development requirements 
they may not be eligible for the corporation tax credit. 

Should the WRC determine that a company in receipt of section 481 tax relief has not com-
plied with the relevant employment rights legislation, any amounts claimed may be recoverable 
with interest.

11/11/2021WRH03200Sports Organisations

11/11/2021WRH03300168. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if her attention has been drawn to sport clubs or organisations that are excluding 
children from certain activities or restricting their participation on the basis of their vaccination 
status or that of their parents. [54109/21]

11/11/2021WRH03400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-



11 November 2021

105

eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society could 
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means:  

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).  

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures. 

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods. 

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities. 

- For spectators, the use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events. 

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity

11/11/2021WRH03500Sporting Rights

11/11/2021WRH03600169. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will engage with Raidió Teilifís Éireann and TG4 to ensure there are 
more men’s League of Ireland and Women’s National League football games broadcast on free-
to-air television. [54232/21]

11/11/2021WRH03700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Negotiations for broadcasting rights for sporting events is in the first instance, a mat-
ter for the sporting bodies and the broadcasters concerned. 

However, under the Audio-Visual Media Services Directive 2013/13/EU, Member States 
are allowed to designate certain sporting and cultural events as being of major importance to 
society and to provide that events so designated should continue to be available on a free to air 
television service. The aim of the provisions is to balance the rights of the sporting bodies to 
exploit the commercial opportunities afforded by broadcasting rights and the needs of society 
to engage collectively with culturally significant events which have a positive impact on society 
as a whole. 

Section 162 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out the provisions relating to the designation 
of major events in Ireland.  Under the provisions of the Act the list is reviewed no later than 
three years after the preceding review. The purpose of the review is to consider the appropriate-
ness of the current list of designated events and to examine the potential to add any additional 
events of major importance to society. 
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I gave approval on 7th December 2020 for the commencement of the current review with a 
public consultation process.    The consultation was launched on Thursday 10th December 2020 
with a closing date for receipt of observations of Thursday 14th January 2021, providing a five 
week consultation period.   Advertisements were placed in both national and local newspapers 
and a radio advertisement campaign was undertaken across all local radio.   

In addition to the online survey, my officials made direct contact with key stakeholders, 
broadcasters and sporting organisations and invited them to submit responses either through 
the survey, by return email or in hard copy. Over 1700 responses were received. I am currently 
considering a report on the findings.

Should new events be selected for consideration for a free to air designation, a second pub-
lic consultation will be undertaken which will seek observations from the sporting bodies, the 
broadcasters, wider stakeholders and the public on the specific events identified for possible 
designation.  

In tandem with the second consultation process a procurement process will be undertaken 
for the production of an independent report.  This will evaluate the socio-cultural, economic and 
financial impacts of any additional designation and will feed into a final decision on whether 
any additional events of major importance to society should be designated for free to air cover-
age in the public interest.

As the current process is underway and remains under  consideration, it would not be ap-
propriate for me to comment on particular events at this time.

11/11/2021WRH03800Income Inequality

11/11/2021WRH03900170. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the position regarding the universal basic income pilot for artists; the qualify-
ing criteria that will be applied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54835/21]

11/11/2021WRH04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I was delighted that as part of the National Economic Recovery Plan, I secured a 
commitment from Government to prioritise the development of a Basic Income Guarantee pilot 
scheme for the arts and cultural sector. As Minister with responsibility for Arts and Culture, I 
am conscious of the value that this sector brings to all Irish citizens.  The importance of Irish 
culture, Irish art and Irish productions as a whole cannot be understated - it contributes to in-
dividual and societal well-being, as well as contributing to Ireland’s reputation as a country 
with a rich cultural history and output.  The intrinsic value of culture and the arts to society was 
particularly evident during the pandemic. 

Against this backdrop, and my own experience of the arts, funding for the Basic Income 
Guarantee Pilot Scheme was a key priority of mine for Budget 2022 and I secured €25m to 
realise the pilot scheme next year.  

In relation to the timeline for the launch of the pilot the Deputy will appreciate that this is 
a major policy intervention requiring significant resources to develop a coherent policy and to 
operationalise.  This work is ongoing and my ambition is to open the scheme for applications 
early in Q1 2022.   The Oversight Group continues to meet regularly and met yesterday with a 
representative from SIPTU.

The selection process for recipients of the basic Income will be finalised following the 
stakeholder engagement early next month, however, I can confirm the following:   
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- Participation in the scheme will not be based on a means test. 

- It will be a non-competitive process, therefore once a person satisfies the eligibility criteria 
they will be included in a randomised selection process. 

- A number of unsuccessful applicants will be invited to participate in a control group to 
facilitate a comprehensive ex post appraisal of the pilot in due course.  

- Proposals for the parameters of the scheme will be finalised in light of the stakeholder 
engagement.   

I believe the Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme will bring new life and support to the 
Arts and Cultural Sector and I hope it will provide an important legacy for our artists and cre-
atives.

11/11/2021WRH04100Pleanáil Teanga

11/11/2021WRH04200171. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den  Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cad iad na pleananna atá ann chun maoiniú Bhuiséad 2022 a 
leithdháileadh ar an bpróiseas pleanála Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[55082/21]

11/11/2021WRH04300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Baintear leas as fomhír C.10 de chuid mo Roinne le cúram 
a dhéanamh d’fheidhmiú an Phróisis Pleanála Teanga. Is buiséad de €5.8m atá fógartha do 
phróiseas i 2022. 

Dáiltear sciar den chiste ar bhonn bliantúil ar Údarás na Gaeltachta agus ar Fhoras na Gaeilge 
faoi seach atá freagrach, faoi réir fhorálacha Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, ar stiúir a dhéanamh ar 
fheidhmiú an phróisis mar a bhaineann sé leo.  

Fógraíodh níos luaithe i mbliana go bhfuil maoiniú suas le €2,751,000 ceadaithe d’Údarás na 
Gaeltachta agus €653,500 d’Fhoras na Gaeilge ó chiste reatha 2021.  Bainfidh na heagraíochtaí 
sin úsáid as an maoiniú sin chun tacú le hullmhú agus feidhmiú pleananna teanga anuas ar tha-
caíochtaí eile a chur ar fáil don phróiseas. Tacaíonn Údarás na Gaeltachta le pleananna teanga 
sa Ghaeltacht agus tacaíonn Foras na Gaeilge le pleananna teanga lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht.  
Níl cinneadh déanta go fóill faoin mbuiséad a bheidh ar fáil do na heagraíochtaí sin i 2022 ach 
aontófar buiséad cuí leo ón gciste atá ar fáil go luath san athbhliain.

Anuas air sin, chun tacú leis an bpróiseas pleanála teanga, cuirtear maoiniú ar fáil ón gciste 
C.10 do na hearnálacha: na luatbhlianta, an teaghlach agus na healaíona traidisiúnta. Mar chuid 
den cur chuige seo, ceadaíodh allúntas trí bliana ar fiú €1,600,522 i mbliana don eagraíocht: 
Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta chun go leanfaidís ar cur seirbhísí ar fáil i réimse an teaghlaigh sa 
Ghaeltacht. Ón allúntas sin, is suas le €535,062 atá ceadaithe do 2022.

Tá allúntas de €425,000 in aghaidh na bliana ceadaithe faoi láthair d’Ealaín na Gaeltachta 
ón gciste chomh maith chun cuidiú leo tacaíochtaí a chur ar fáil do na healaíona traidisiúnta a 
dírítear go príomha ar aos óg na Gaeltachta.

Maidir le gnóthaí luatbhlianta, tá plé ar bun faoi láthair i gcomhar leis an Údarás agus Com-
har Naíonraí na Gaeltachta faoi chomhaontú maoinithe úr a shocrú.  

Ina theannta sin, baintear leas as an gciste chun maoiniú ar fiú €75,000 thar tréimhse trí 
bliana a chur ar fail don togra Fighting Words ar mhaithe le deiseanna breise sealbhaithe agus 
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saibhrithe Gaeilge a chur ar fáil d’aos óg na Gaeltachta tríd an tionscnamh faoi leith seo.

Is fiú a lua go bhfuil fás de réir a chéile ag teacht ar an bpróiseas pleanála teanga agus faoi 
láthair, tá 31 plean ceadaithe idir na Limistéir Pleanála Teanga, na Bailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta 
agua na Líonraí Gaeilge.  Tiocfaidh fás ar an bhfigiúr sin le linn 2022 agus beidh ciste meadaithe 
C.10 ann chun freastal ar an méadú sin.

11/11/2021WRH04400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

11/11/2021WRH04500172. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the supports in place for the live entertainment sector as it emerges from the dev-
astating impact of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55129/21]

11/11/2021WRH04600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): At its meeting of 19th of October Government agreed that the remaining aspects 
of the hospitality, entertainment and night-time economy sector could reopen from October 
22nd with the full range of protective measures in place and the wide and robust implementa-
tion of the COVID-19 pass.   This represents an important next step towards the full reopening 
of our economy and our society, and is a crucial opportunity to return to work for those who 
work in the live entertainment and events sector. 

I was very cognisant of the challenges the restrictions caused for the arts/culture and live en-
tertainment industry in 2021 and I allocated over €60m to support the sector and drive employ-
ment opportunities for artists and crews, through the introduction of the following schemes:

- €25m Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS)

- €16.5m Events Sector Covid Support Scheme (ESCSS)

- €10m Local Live Performance Support Scheme (LLPSS)

- €4m Music and Entertainment Support Scheme (MEBAS)

- €5m Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme (CECGS)

- €1m St. Patrick’s Festival

The Government allocated €25m for the live entertainment sector as part of Budget 2022 
and I am examining the supports in place for the sector to ensure that available resources are 
best deployed to meet the needs of the sector to ensure a full recovery is possible.   

As part of Budget 2022, I have maintained the Arts Council allocation at the record-level of 
€130m. This allocation will allow the Arts Council to continue to protect jobs and livelihoods 
of artists, and assist arts organisations through financial difficulties. With this ongoing strong 
public funding in 2022, the Arts Council is empowered to play a strong role in supporting artists 
and arts organisations to flourish in the years ahead.

Other priorities for Budget 2022 was to secure €25m in funding for a pilot Basic Income 
Guarantee Scheme for artists and arts workers. I plan to launch this pilot scheme early in 2022.

Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 158.

11/11/2021WRH04800Income Inequality
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11/11/2021WRH04900174. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media her plans to address the widespread income and employment insecurity 
faced by art, culture, film, music and entertainment workers; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55227/21]

11/11/2021WRH05000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): At its meeting of 19th of October Government agreed that the remaining aspects 
of the hospitality, entertainment and night-time economy sector could reopen from October 
22nd with the full range of protective measures in place and the wide and robust implementa-
tion of the COVID-19 pass.   This represents an important next step towards the full reopening 
of our economy and our society, and is a crucial opportunity to return to work for those who 
work in the live entertainment and events sector. 

I was very cognisant of the challenges the restrictions caused for the arts/culture and live en-
tertainment industry in 2021 and I allocated over €60m to support the sector and drive employ-
ment opportunities for artists and crews, through the introduction of the following schemes:

-  €25m Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS)

-  €16.5m Events Sector Covid Support Scheme (ESCSS)

-  €10m Local Live Performance Support Scheme (LLPSS)

-  €4m Music and Entertainment Support Scheme (MEBAS)

-  €5m Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme (CECGS)

-  €1m St. Patrick’s Festival

The Government allocated €25m for the live entertainment sector as part of Budget 2022 
and am examining the supports in place for the sector to ensure that available resources are best 
deployed to meet the needs of the sector to ensure a full recovery is possible.   

As part of Budget 2022, I have maintained the Arts Council allocation at the record-level of 
€130m. This allocation will allow the Arts Council to continue to protect jobs and livelihoods 
of artists, and assist arts organisations through financial difficulties. With this ongoing strong 
public funding in 2022, the Arts Council is empowered to play a strong role in supporting artists 
and arts organisations to flourish in the years ahead.   

Other priorities for Budget 2022 was to secure €25m in funding for a pilot Basic Income 
Guarantee Scheme for artists and arts workers. I plan to launch this pilot scheme early in 2022.

11/11/2021WRH05100Intellectual Property

11/11/2021WRH05200175. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the progress on the report her Department is compiling on the 
feasibility of establishing a digital legal deposit scheme to serve as a web archive for .ie domain 
contents as required under section 108 of the Copyright and Other Intellectual Property Law 
Provisions Act 2019; when the report is expected to be completed and published; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [54842/21]

11/11/2021WRH05300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department is working with the National Library of Ireland (NLI) on exploring 
the feasibility of expanding the NLI’s capacity to establish a digital legal deposit scheme to 



Questions - Written Answers

110

serve as a web archive for the .ie domain and work is ongoing. There are differing viewpoints 
on the introduction of digital legal deposit and it is important that consultations incorporate all 
viewpoints.  It is hoped to bring forward a report in the coming months.

11/11/2021WRH05400Sports Organisations

11/11/2021WRH05500176. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media the engagements she has had with basketball representatives including Basketball Ire-
land over return to play protocols. [54944/21]

11/11/2021WRH05600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-
eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society can 
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means: 

- Where individuals have mixed  immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be per-
mitted (excluding adult coaches/instructors). 

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures. 

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods. 

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities. 

- For spectators, the use of  the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events. 

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

Minister Martin and I have ongoing engagement with stakeholders in the sports sector, as do 
the officials in my Department. There are two main groups which engage with the sector, they 
are the Expert Group on Return to Sport and the Covid-19 Sport Monitoring Group. I have also 
held one to one meetings with some of the National Governing Bodies of sport.

The Expert Group on the Return to Sport, which is chaired by an official from my Depart-
ment, and which includes medical personnel from a range of sporting organisations as well as 
representatives of Sport Ireland, considered the matter of children under 18 participating in 
indoor sport in detail, and made a number of recommendations on the issue. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity

11/11/2021WRJ00200Defibrillators Provision
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11/11/2021WRJ00300177. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she is satisfied with the number of defibrillators located in sports clubs 
throughout Ireland; the status of the work of an organisation (details supplied) in its develop-
ment of a State defibrillator database; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55219/21]

11/11/2021WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The procurement of defibrillators and subsequent training 
is a matter for each individual club in the first instance. However, the State provides a number 
of supports for their purchase and training for their use.

The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the primary vehicle for Government sup-
port for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Grants are available for a wide variety of 
capital works and non-personal sports equipment including first aid kits and defibrillators. 

Defibrillators situated at sports clubs are generally also for community use and funding is 
also available through the HSE’s National Lottery grants schemes and other Community grants 
schemes.

At a local level, the network of Local Sports Partnerships throughout the country delivers 
education and training opportunities across a broad range of areas to local sports clubs and com-
munity groups. This includes First Aid Workshops, which typically cover CPR and/or Defibril-
lator Training as part of the content. 

Defibrillators can improve a person’s survival chances following sudden cardiac arrest and 
their availability can be an important part of the medical response.  I would encourage all NGBs 
to support their clubs in their efforts to purchase defibrillators.

Sport Ireland has commenced work on the development of a National Database of Sport and 
Recreation Amenities. This GIS-based database encompasses considerably more datasets than 
was originally envisaged in an audit of sports facilities. As part of this work, Sport Ireland is 
examining a proposal to include the location of defibrillators in the database. This is a two year 
project with full implementation due in April 2023. 

11/11/2021WRJ00500EU Directives

11/11/2021WRJ00600178. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if her Department is exploring the possibility of a levy or charge on households with 
subscriptions to streaming services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54655/21]

11/11/2021WRJ00700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Audiovisual Media Services Directive governs EU-wide coordination of national 
legislation on all audiovisual media — traditional TV broadcasts and on-demand services. The 
revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive provides the option to introduce a levy on pro-
viders of television broadcasting and video on-demand services available in Ireland to fund 
the production of European audiovisual content. My Department is currently in the process of 
transposing this measure through the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill.

That Bill provides that a levy will not be put in place until the Media Commission has as-
sessed whether the introduction of such a levy is a fair and viable source of funding for Irish 
content. This will ensure that the Commission, as the independent regulator and the body to be 
responsible for its implementation, has a role in teasing out all the potential impacts involved 
and ensuring there are no unintended consequences arising from the introduction of such a levy.  
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Preparatory work for the establishment of the Media Commission is ongoing with a view to 
the efficient and timely commencement of the Commission’s functions. Consideration of the 
content levy will be among the Commission’s priorities on establishment.

I wish to stress that the proposals set out in the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill 
do not amount to a direct charge on consumers. Should a levy be imposed by the Media Com-
mission, it would be on the providers of audiovisual media services themselves and not the 
end-user/consumer/household.  

11/11/2021WRJ00800Irish Language

11/11/2021WRJ00900179. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her views on whether the improvement of use of the Irish language by State services 
should include public communications and advertising by Departments and State agencies; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [55128/21]

11/11/2021WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The aim of the Official Languages Act 2003 is to increase 
and improve, in an organised manner over a period of time, the quantity and quality of services 
provided for the public through the Irish language by public bodies. This includes the matters 
referred to by the Deputy.  A comprehensive list of government Departments and state agencies 
which are subject to its provisions is contained in the First Schedule to that Act. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill 2019 was before 
the Seanad at Second Stage yesterday. It is hoped that Committee Stage will commence on 24 
November and Report Stage in early December. The primary purpose of the Bill is to amend 
the Official Languages Act 2003 with a view to increasing and improving the provision of 
public services through the Irish language. In this regard, I proposed additional amendments to 
strengthen the Bill when it was before Dáil Éireann which address many of the concerns and 
issues that have been raised following extensive consultation with stakeholders and some 25 
hours of debate at Committee Stage. These amendments are consistent with the State’s wider 
policy ambition to support and promote the use of the Irish language.  The amendments will 
improve the overall operation of the Official Languages Act 2003, ensuring that the relevant 
legislation continues to act as an effective mechanism to reflect the Constitutional position of 
the Irish language as the first official language of the State and to ensure that public services in 
Irish are available to meet the needs of Irish speakers. Among the proposals currently included 
in the Bill are new provisions obliging public bodies issuing marketing material to the public to 
do so in Irish as well as English and requiring each public body to carry out at least 20% of its 
annual advertising in the Irish language and 5% in the Irish language media. 

I am confident that these measures will improve the use of the Irish language in the provi-
sion of State services in the years to come.

11/11/2021WRJ01100Tourism Promotion

11/11/2021WRJ01200180. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the steps she is taking to promote and develop Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54975/21]

11/11/2021WRJ01300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Fáilte Ireland develops and promotes the tourism potential of Ireland’s regions in 
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line with the relevant tourism experience brands which, in the case of the midlands, is primar-
ily Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.  Accordingly, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to provide the Deputy 
with further detail on its plans for further brand development and expansion and promotion of 
the related tourism offering.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply 
within ten working days. 

Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 110.

11/11/2021WRJ01500Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRJ01600182. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media when the next Sports Capital Programme will be launched; if it will include a large-scale 
sports infrastructure aspect; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55208/21]

11/11/2021WRJ01700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is 
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recre-
ation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. The 
2020 round of the SCEP closed for applications on Monday 1st March 2021. By the closing 
date, over 3,100 applications were submitted seeking over €200m in funding. This is the highest 
number of applications ever received.

The scoring system and assessment procedures were published earlier this year and all ap-
plications are being assessed accordingly. Approximately one thousand of the submitted ap-
plications were for ‘equipment-only’ projects. These applications were assessed first and grants 
with a total value of €16.6m were announced on the 6th August.

In relation to the remaining capital applications, assessment work is continuing and every 
effort is being made to have it completed as quickly as possible. Given the record number of 
applications received, however, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have these as-
sessments complete .Once these allocations are finalised an announcement on the timing of the 
next round of the Programme will be made. 

It is not anticipated that the next round of the SCEP will contain a Large Scale Sport In-
frastructure Fund (LSSIF) element as the LSSIF is a distinct Programme with its own terms, 
conditions and goals. The LSSIF is designed for projects where the grant sought is greater than 
the maximum available under the SCEP. The first allocations under the LSSIF were announced 
in January 2020 and thus far, approximately €86.4m has been awarded to 33 different proposals.  
The priority in the short term is to advance all of those projects. As it is now over 18 months 
since the first allocations were made, and in view of the issues faced by grantees as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, it is timely to review progress on all projects. My Department is en-
gaging with all grantees in this regard. The timing of any new call for proposals is also being 
considered and it is expected that the review will be completed shortly.

11/11/2021WRJ01800Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRJ01900183. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to encourage the sports for all approach across sport; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55120/21]

11/11/2021WRJ02000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
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Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The sport for all ethos emphasises inclusion within sport 
and is entirely consistent with the Government’s policies in this area.  Our policy approach is 
aimed at ensuring that all persons have the opportunity to partake equally in sport and physical 
activity, regardless of age, social-economic status, disability, or membership of, for example, 
the LGBTI+ community, the Traveller community or other ethnic minorities. Increasing par-
ticipation amongst these groups is a core objective of the National Sports Policy 2018-2027.

I will soon be launching a Sports Action Plan covering the period to end-2023, which will 
include a series of actions and initiatives aimed at increasing participation levels across the 
board. The plan’s emphasis will be geared towards increasing inclusion, diversity and equality 
in sport.

My Department is also funding a wide range of projects from the Dormant Accounts funds 
that are specifically aimed at increasing participation levels amongst disadvantaged communi-
ties and people with a disability. The total amount of funding being allocated for such projects 
this year is €10M, twice the amount that prevailed a number of years ago.  In the recent budget, 
the government agreed a further increase of €2m in Dormant Accounts funding for sport bring-
ing the total allocation up to €12m in 2022. 

Finally, I would also like to emphasise the important contribution that Sport Ireland makes 
in this area. Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with re-
sponsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising stan-
dards. The Deputy will be interested to note that Sport Ireland is in the process of developing a 
specific Diversity and Inclusion policy which is expected to be launched by the end of this year. 

11/11/2021WRJ02100Departmental Funding

11/11/2021WRJ02200184. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the supports available to groups such as brass bands, pipe bands, marching bands 
and choirs in recognition of their cultural contributions to local communities; her plans to ex-
pand supports in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54986/21]

11/11/2021WRJ02300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Creative Ireland Programme is a culture-based programme led by my Depart-
ment to promote individual, community and national wellbeing. Its core proposition is that par-
ticipation in arts, cultural and heritage-based activities drives personal and collective creativity, 
with significant implications for individual and societal wellbeing and achievement. Under the 
Creative Communities initiative in the Creative Ireland Programme, my Department and the 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage provide funding to each of the 31 lo-
cal authorities to enable them to implement their individual Culture and Creativity Strategies 
2018-2022. These Strategies were developed in 2017 following extensive local public consulta-
tion and are unique to each local authority, reflecting the breadth of cultural and creative work 
being undertaken in each area as well as the strategic priorities identified by the local commu-
nity.  Within this context many music groups as referred to by the Deputy have received support 
from their local authorities. Further information is available on www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/
creative-communities.

The Department also provides funding to support Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ), 
which is the largest group involved in the preservation and promotion of Irish traditional music 
both at community and national level. Annual funding is provided to CCÉ for its work in the 
protection and promotion of Irish traditional music and culture.
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Thousands of children and young people develop their musical performance (instrumenta-
tion and vocal) skills and appreciation skills at these mentored weekly classes, where the em-
phasis is oral transmission in an appropriate context.  Pre- Covid there were over 1,500 Classes 
are delivered weekly in community settings. 

With over 400 branches, 18 centres, 7 Regional centres and 11 Outreach centres, a wide 
variety of formal and informal performance opportunities are provided through the Comhaltas 
structures and Centres. Each Centre has a local performance group which provides appropri-
ate opportunities for young traditional artists (aged 16 upwards) to participate in formal stage 
performances.

Many of the groups referred to by the Deputy partake in festivals and events nationwide and 
there are a number of initiatives in place in my Department to support such activities. 

The Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann which is run by CCÉ as referred to earlier, has record atten-
dance of 500,000 annually with over 6,000 participating in its competition pre Covid. 

My Department this year again ran a Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools 
Scheme. The Scheme is designed to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which 
are not in receipt of other central Government monies, and which may not be eligible under 
funding criteria for larger scale events supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and simi-
lar bodies. The maximum funding available under this scheme is capped at €5,000.   Up to 28 
small festival projects were allocated a total of €96,391 in 2021.  Details of this allocation may 
be found at merrionstreet.ie/en/news-room/releases/minister_martin_announces_funding_
for_small_scale_local_festivals_and_summer_schools.html. It is currently envisaged that this 
funding scheme will run again in 2022 and will launch in the first quarter of the year.  Festivals 
and participative events are also an important part of Irish tourism activities and in this context, 
Fáilte Ireland operate the Festival Innovation Programme Fund, which can be found at this link: 
www.failteireland.ie/Identify-Available-Funding/Festivals-Innovation-Programme.aspx 

Primary support for the arts including music in Ireland is delivered by the Arts Council and 
it is independent in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003. The Arts Council’s strategy 
recognises the distinctive role of amateur arts practice, its important contribution to the vitality 
of the arts in Ireland, including music, theatre and musical theatre, and it’s many personal, social 
and artistic benefits. Earlier this year the Arts Council ran a pilot scheme as a once-off, action-
research opportunity, and seeks enhanced engagement, mentorship and advocacy between the 
amateur and professional theatre, music and musical-theatre sector. Please see link here to the 
pilot scheme which was designed to enhance engagement between voluntary and professional 
arts sectors:  www.artscouncil.ie/Funds/Amateur-and-Voluntary-Practice-Pilot-Scheme/

For over a decade, my Department has provided funding for the purchase of musical instru-
ments and equipment by way of the Music Capital Scheme.  Funding is provided to a wide 
range of performing groups and talented musicians. Recipients have in the past included brass 
bands, pipe bands and marching bands as well as community organisations. The Scheme is 
managed by Music Network on behalf of my Department.  I hope to make an announcement on 
a new iteration of the scheme over the coming months.

11/11/2021WRJ02400Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRJ02500185. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the regulations that have been put in place to allow basketball and indoor team 
sports, particularly at amateur and youth level, to take place at this time. [54851/21]
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11/11/2021WRJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-
eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society could 
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place.   For indoor sports, this means:  

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).  

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures. 

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods. 

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities. 

- For spectators, the use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events. 

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity  

11/11/2021WRJ02700Tourism Policy

11/11/2021WRJ02800186. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans for eco-tourism infrastructure in rural areas. [55162/21]

11/11/2021WRJ02900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As our economy and society begins to open up, we have an opportunity to address 
sustainable development and management more meaningfully within the tourism ecosystem. 
Central to developing a more resilient and sustainable tourism sector will be an increased fo-
cus on the promotion and development of sustainable tourism practices such as ecotourism. I 
recently brought a report to Government which identifies a suite of actions that will promote 
sustainable tourism practices which can be implemented prior to the development of a new na-
tional tourism policy. The successful implementation of these actions will shine a light on areas 
and destinations that are striving to be best in class in terms of sustainability and provide bet-
ter access to information and tools for the tourism industry and visitors to practice responsible 
tourism. 

I am very aware of the important role that tourism plays as a driver of rural economies and 
I am committed to a continued focus on the potential of tourism to facilitate the development 
of our rural areas. As we rebuild our tourism sector we will seek to realise Ireland’s ambition 
to be amongst the world-leaders in sustainable tourism practices and set out a path for a green 
transition of the tourism industry and for our destinations to become leading sustainable tour-
ism destinations. 
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Our overall tourism product offering has led to Ireland being recognised internationally as a 
year-round, high-quality tourism destination in both urban and rural settings.  The further devel-
opment of our tourism product offering, including any specific plans relating to environmental-
ly sustainable tourism or eco-tourism, are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, 
I have referred this question to the agency for direct response to the Deputy.  Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

11/11/2021WRJ03000Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRJ03100187. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the plans of her Department to assist the GAA county boards with the upgrade 
and improvement of county grounds and stadiums; and the amount of finance that has been 
considered for same. [54850/21]

11/11/2021WRJ03200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is 
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical rec-
reation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. 
The GAA and its county boards are entitled to apply directly for Sports Capital and Equipment 
Programme funding up to a value of €300,000 for assistance to upgrade and improve county 
grounds and stadiums . 

The latest (2020) round of the SCEP closed for applications on Monday 1st March 2021. By 
the closing date, over 3,100 applications were submitted seeking over €200m in funding. This 
is the highest number of applications ever received. Approximately one thousand of the submit-
ted applications were for ‘equipment-only’ projects. These applications were assessed first and 
grants with a total value of €16.6m were announced on the 6th August. The remaining applica-
tions for capital works are now being assessed. This work is ongoing with allocations for all 
successful applications expected to be announced in the coming months. Once these allocations 
are finalised an announcement will be made in relation to the next call for applications. 

The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) is designed for projects where the 
grant sought is greater than the maximum available under the SCEP. The first allocations un-
der the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and, thus far, approximately €86.4m has been 
awarded to 33 different proposals.  Of those 33 proposals, 5 were identified by the GAA, LGFA 
and Camogie Association as being consistent with their national strategies for the development 
of their sport. Of those 5 grants,  3 are for improvements to county grounds. 

The priority in the short term is to advance all of these projects. As it is now over 18 months 
since the first allocations were made, and in view of the issues faced by grantees as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, it is timely to review progress on all projects. My Department is en-
gaging with all grantees in this regard. The timing of any new call for proposals is also being 
considered and it is expected that the Review will be completed shortly.

Details of all allocations, including those made for county grounds, under the SCEP since 
2000 are published at: www.gov.ie/en/collection/471ed5-sports-capital-allocations/.  Details of 
the allocations made under the LSSIF are available at: www.gov.ie/en/service/4113b3-large-
scale-sport-infrastructure-fund-lssif/.

11/11/2021WRJ03300Toghcháin d’Údarás na Gaeltachta
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11/11/2021WRJ03400188. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mairéad Farrell den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le toghcháin phoiblí do bhord 
Údarás na Gaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [54837/21]

11/11/2021WRJ03500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Luaitear sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéanfar athbhreithniú ar 
struchtúir fheidhmiúcháin agus rialachais Údarás na Gaeltachta, agus ar an bpróiseas rogh-
núcháin/toghacháin i ndáil le Bord an Údaráis

Faoin socrú reatha maidir le struchtúr Bhord an Údaráis agus faoi réir fhorálacha ábhartha 
Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, ainmníonn na hÚdaráis Áitiúla a bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta faoina 
gcúram acu cúigear comhalta faoi seach chuig an mbord agus roghnaítear an seachtar comhalta 
eile tríd comórtas poiblí a eagraítear faoi scáth na Seirbhíse um Cheapacháin Phoiblí. 

Ar mhaithe le beart a dhéanamh de réir bhriathar an ghealltanais, rinne an Oifig um Sho-
láthar Rialtais (OGP) comórtas a reáchtáil ar iarratas na Roinne i mí Iúil 2021 i dtreo sainchom-
hairleoireacht a aimsiú le tabhairt faoin athbhreithniú ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin/toghcháin i 
ndáil le Bord Údarás na Gaeltachta. Bhíothas ag súil leis go bhféadfaí tús a chur leis an athbh-
reithniú sa tríú ráithe den bhliain agus go gcuirfí i gcrích é laistigh de dhá mhí.

Reáchtáladh an comórtas faoin gcreatlach atá i bhfeidhm ag an OGP do sheirbhísí com-
hairleoireachta gnó agus bainistíochta. Foilsíodh an cuireadh chun tairisceana (RFT) ar 8 Iúil 
ach níor cuireadh aon tairiscint isteach don chomórtas seo faoin spriocdháta a bhain leis - an 
4 Lúnasa.

Is gá, faoi réir na rialacha lena mbaineann, leasú a dhéanamh ar an gcuireadh chun tairisceana 
le go bhféadfadh an OGP comórtas nua a reáchtáil faoin gcreatlach. Tá an obair sin idir lámha 
ag an Roinn faoi láthair i dtreo an OGP a bheith in ann comórtas nua a reáchtáil gan mhoill.

11/11/2021WRJ03600Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRJ03700189. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when the additional €65 million funding for the sports sector announced in early Oc-
tober 2021 will be allocated to clubs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55122/21]

11/11/2021WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): On 5th October 2021, Minister Martin and I were delighted 
to announce that additional current funding of up to €65 million will be available to support 
the sport sector this year. Allied to the additional current expenditure of €26.3 million already 
provided to Sport Ireland, a total of €91.3 million will have been allocated in additional current 
funding to support the sport sector in 2021.

This package is intended to support National Governing Bodies of Sport and sports clubs 
arising from the significant impact of COVID-19 restrictions on the sports sector, by providing 
specific funding support for the following sectors:  

-  Field Sport funding to support the main field sports, i.e. the FAI, the GAA and the IRFU;  

- A Resilience Fund to support the other National Governing Bodies of Sport; 

- A Sports Club Resilience Fund to support clubs from all sports; 

- A Swimming Pools/Facilities Fund;  



11 November 2021

119

- A Resumption of Sport and Physical Activity Fund.

The funding will be invested through new grant schemes developed by Sport Ireland and the 
funding will be disbursed through the National Governing Bodies of sport. 

Following the announcement, Sport Ireland invited applications for funding from the Na-
tional Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Sports Partnerships.  The applications are now be-
ing reviewed by Sport Ireland and funding allocations will be announced in December. 

Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 127.

11/11/2021WRJ04000Departmental Funding

11/11/2021WRJ04100191. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the supports that will be available for small-scale festivals in 2022; the criteria for 
applications; the timeline for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55112/21]

11/11/2021WRJ04200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department this year again ran a Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools 
Scheme. The Scheme is designed to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which 
are not in receipt of other central Government monies, and which may not be eligible under 
funding criteria for larger scale events supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar 
bodies. Events which are funded by the Arts Council and/or Fáilte Ireland are not eligible. The 
maximum funding available under this scheme is capped at €5,000.   Full details of this year’s 
scheme, including the application criteria, are available at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/89595-
small-scale-local-festivals-and-summer-schools/  

28 small festival projects were allocated a total of €96,391 in 2021.  Details of this allo-
cation may be found at:merrionstreet.ie/en/news-room/releases/minister_martin_announces_
funding_for_small_scale_local_festivals_and_summer_schools.html. It is currently envisaged 
that this funding scheme will run again in 2022 and will launch in the first quarter of the year.  
Further, it is expected that the eligibility criteria will be broadly the same as the 2021 scheme.  
Applicants are typically given 4 weeks to apply under the scheme and all applications are sub-
ject to a competitive evaluation process.

The all-of-government Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022, led by my Department, 
seeks to enable each citizen to realise their full creative potential.  Under its Creative Commu-
nities initiative, annual funding is provided to the 31 local authorities to enable them implement 
their individual Culture and Creativity Strategies 2018-2022.  In implementing their respective 
5-year strategies, some local authorities have utilised their funding allocation to deliver small-
scale festivals.  To date since 2017, over €843,000 has been invested delivering 144 festivals.  
My Department and the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage will continue 
to allocate funding to support local authority implementation of their individual Culture and 
Creativity Strategies during 2022.  Also under the Creative Ireland Programme’s Creative Cli-
mate Action, my Department in collaboration with the Department of the Environment, Climate 
and Communications, will provide funding to a number of festivals in 2022 to engage the pub-
lic on the need for climate action and lifestyle and behavioural change.

The Arts Council also offer a wide range of financial supports across art forms and arts prac-
tices, including festivals. The Arts Council sees festivals as key producers and presenters of the 
arts and are critical to engaging large and diverse audiences. 

The Arts Council also provides financial support to a number of single art form festivals 
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(e.g. theatre, dance, film) and such festivals are supported within the policy context of those art 
forms. The Council also supports many multidisciplinary arts festivals, meaning those festivals 
that programme across different art forms, including literature, music, street arts, theatre, visual 
arts and different areas of arts practice. Their Festivals Investment Scheme, for example, is 
specifically designed to offer support to local/voluntary organisations to develop arts festivals. 
The larger festivals regularly supported by the Council include the Wexford Festival Opera and 
the Galway Arts Festival.

Fáilte Ireland supports local authorities in the development of tourism in their area includ-
ing funding for capital investment, festivals and events. Such supports are an operational matter 
for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have asked the agency to provide further information directly 
to the Deputy.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

11/11/2021WRJ04300Seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge

11/11/2021WRJ04400192. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán faoina plean maidir le tascfhórsa a bhunú chun scrúdú a dhéanamh 
ar sholáthar seirbhisí teaghlaigh agus óige sa Ghaeltacht, mar a bhí molta ag Tuismitheoirí na 
Gaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [54836/21]

11/11/2021WRJ04500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): D’fháiltigh mé féin agus mo Roinn roimh an taighde is 
deireanaí ó Thuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta “Staidéar ar theaghlaigh atá ag tógáil a gclann le 
Gaeilge laistigh de na Limistéir Oifigiúla Gaeltachta”. Is píosa tábhachtach taighde atá anseo, 
a sheol mé féin go pearsanta ar son Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta níos luaithe i mbliana agus tá 
neart moltaí suimiúla ann.  

I measc na moltaí, tá moladh go ndéanfaí breis taighde maidir le teanga an teaghlaigh sna 
limistéir pleanála teanga - go sonrach taighde ar an gcúis go roghnaíonn teaghlaigh teanga 
amháin thar teanga eile agus bheadh mo Roinn báúil do fhéachaint ar conas go bhféadfaí sin 
a chur i gcríoch. 

Idir an dá linn, tá neart gníomhaíochtaí á chur i bhfeidhm ag mo Roinn a thacaíonn le seirb-
hísí teaghlaigh agus óige sa Ghaeltacht. Tá béim ar leith ar sheirbhísí teaghlaigh agus óige sna 
pleananna teanga atá á bhfaomhadh ag mo Roinn trasna na limistéir pleanála teanga le roinnt 
blianta anuas. 

Faoin bpróiseas pleanála teanga chomh maith, tá an Roinn ag tacú le Tuismitheoirí na Gael-
tachta, Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta agus Ealaín na Gaeltachta chun tacaíocht ar leith a chur 
don taiglach agus don aos óg.  

Is faoin gClár tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga de chuid na Roinne a chuirtear idir airgead 
caipitil agus reatha ar fáil le cabhrú le feidhmiú foriomlán an phróisis pleanála teanga sa Ghael-
tacht.   Faoin chlár Reatha, cuireann na heagrais seo a leanas seirbhísí d’ ardchaighdeán ar fáil 
do theaghlaigh agus óige na Gaeltachta ar mhaithe le saibhriú agus cuimsiú teanga;  Clár an 
gCluichí Gaelacha, An Clár Aclaíochta, Ealaíon an Gaeltachta, TechSpace, Scéim na gCúntóirí 
Teanga agus Coláiste Uisce. 

Tá clár oibre comhaontaithe idir mo Roinn agus Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge chun 
clár teanga agus oiliúna á fhorbairt don réimse luathoideachais.  Faoin gcur chuige atá aontaithe 
leis an Acadamh i mbliana, ceapfar  duine le PhD sa Luathoideachas nó i réimse ghaolmhar le 
ceardlanna a reáchtáil sna hIonaid, modúil a fhorbairt don BA sa Luathoideachas i gcomhthéacs 
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an ghaeloideachais  do chleachtóirí luathoideachais atá ag obair i naíonraí sa Ghaeltacht agus 
taobh amuigh di.

Is tríd an clár caipitil a chuireann mo Roinn tacaíocht airgid ar fáil do sheirbhísí réamhs-
coile. Tá an céatadán deontais is airde atá ag mo Roinn, deontas suas le 95% ar fáil do na for-
bairtí agus áiseanna seo.  Tá réimse tacaíochtaí ar fáil faoin gclár seo do chlubanna óige agus 
ionad pobail chun trealamh agus uirlisí a cheannach d’óige na Gaeltachta chomh maith.  

Is fiú nótáil nach hé mo Roinn an t-aon Roinn Stáit atá gníomhach sa réimse seo. Go son-
rach, tá ról ag an Roinn Leanaí Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige mar 
a bhaineann sé le seirbhísí óige a chur ar fáil. Tá sé curtha in iúl sa tuairisc  ar dhul chun cinn 
an Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018 – 2022 don tréimhse Iúil 2019 - Nollaig 2020, a fhoilsíodh le 
déanaí, gur tháinig méadú ar an méid infheistíochta i seirbhísí Luathfhoghlama agus Cúraim 
(LFC) le blianta beaga anuas. Tá maoiniú breise dírithe ar inacmhainneacht a fheabhsú do 
thuismitheoirí, ar chaighdeán soláthar seirbhíse a fheabhsú agus ar chuimsiú páistí a bhfuil ri-
achtanais speisialta acu a thacú. Tá na tacaíochtaí seo ar fáil do sheirbhísí luathfhoghlama agus 
cúraim trí mheán na Gaeilge agus an Bhéarla araon. 

Tá tacaíocht á gcur ar fáil do sheirbhísí teaghlaigh agus óige taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht 
freisin, agus é ráite sa Phlean Gníomhaíochta go gcruthófar dhá phost Gaeilge i réimse na Lu-
athbhlianta laistigh den Roinn Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumas, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige 
chun tuilleadh forbartha a dhéanamh ar an soláthar Gaeilge in earnáil na luathbhlianta i gcean-
tair taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht.  Tuigtear dom go bhfuil céimeanna tógtha anois ar mhaithe 
leis an ngealltanas seo a chomhlíonadh sa ghearrthéarma.

Ina theannta sin, tá dul chun cinn á dhéanamh faoi láthair ar na tacaíochta atá ar fáil do 
sheirbhísí poiblí i nGaeilge, seirbhísí don teaghlach agus don óige san áireamh. Faoi forálacha 
Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), 2019, ullmhóidh Coiste Comhairleach atá le bunú Plean 
Náisiúnta chun seirbhísí poiblí a sholáthar trí Ghaeilge agus tabharfaidh sé comhairle do chom-
hlachtaí poiblí maidir leis an gcaoi ina bhféadfar seirbhísí nach soláthraíonn na comhlachtaí trí 
mheán na Gaeilge faoi láthair a sholáthar amhlaidh. Sa chomhairle seo, díreofar ar chomhairle 
a thabhairt do chomhlachtaí poiblí maidir le straitéisí a fhéadfaidh siad a úsáid (lena n-áirítear 
an chaoi a mbainfear an úsáid is fearr as acmhainní atá ar fáil do na comhlachtaí) ionas go bhfé-
adfar seirbhísí na gcomhlachtaí poiblí lena mbaineann nach soláthraítear trí mheán na Gaeilge 
a sholáthar amhlaidh. Féadfaidh an Coiste Comhairleach comhairle a thabhairt do chomhlachtaí 
poiblí freisin i leith a bhfeachtas earcaíochta agus an chuspóra chun líon na gcainteoirí Gaeilge 
a mhéadú laistigh den tseirbhís phoiblí agus soláthar cainteoirí Gaeilge a chinntiú in oifigí atá 
suite i limistéir Ghaeltachta nó atá ag freastal orthu. Fanfaidh an plean i bhfeidhm ar feadh 
tréimhse sé bliana agus déanfar tuarascálacha faoi dhul chun cinn maidir lena chur i ngníomh a 
sheachadadh ar an Aire, ar an gCoimisinéir Teanga agus ar an Rialtas gach ré bhliain.

I bhfianaise na hoibre seo uile atá ar bun agus beartaithe, is é mo thuairim mheáite nach 
bhfuil gá le  tascfhórsa a bhunú chun scrúdú a dhéanamh ar sholáthar seirbhísí teaghlaigh agus 
óige sa Ghaeltacht.  

11/11/2021WRJ04600Income Inequality

11/11/2021WRJ04700193. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the pilot basic income guarantee scheme for artists including its planned 
scope; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55113/21]

11/11/2021WRJ04800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
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Martin): I was delighted that as part of the National Economic Recovery Plan, I secured a 
commitment from Government to prioritise the development of a Basic Income Guarantee pilot 
scheme for the arts and cultural sector. As Minister with responsibility for Arts and Culture, I 
am conscious of the value that this sector brings to all Irish citizens.  The importance of Irish 
culture, Irish art and Irish productions as a whole cannot be understated - it contributes to in-
dividual and societal well-being, as well as contributing to Ireland’s reputation as a country 
with a rich cultural history and output.  The intrinsic value of culture and the arts to society was 
particularly evident during the pandemic. 

Against this backdrop, and my own experience of the arts, funding for the Basic Income 
Guarantee Pilot Scheme was a key priority of mine for Budget 2022 and I secured €25m to 
realise the pilot scheme next year.  

In relation to the timeline for the launch of the pilot the Deputy will appreciate that this is 
a major policy intervention requiring significant resources to develop a coherent policy and to 
operationalise.  This work is ongoing and my ambition is to open the scheme for applications 
early in Q1 2022. The Oversight Group continues to meet regularly and met yesterday with a 
representative from SIPTU.

The selection process for recipients of the basic Income will be finalised following the 
stakeholder engagement early next month, however, I can confirm the following:   

- Participation in the scheme will not be based on a means test. 

- It will be a non-competitive process, therefore once a person satisfies the eligibility criteria 
they will be included in a randomised selection process. 

- A number of unsuccessful applicants will be invited to participate in a control group to 
facilitate a comprehensive ex post appraisal of the pilot in due course.  

- Proposals for the parameters of the scheme will be finalised in light of the stakeholder 
engagement.   

I believe the Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme will bring new life and support to the 
Arts and Cultural Sector and I hope it will provide an important legacy for our artists and cre-
atives.

11/11/2021WRJ04900National Cultural Institutions

11/11/2021WRJ05000194. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to expand the mobility of collections scheme to support loans from 
the national collections for display in public buildings across the country; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [53580/21]

11/11/2021WRJ05100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department is currently operating a Mobility of Collections Scheme to support 
greater regional and local access to material held in the National Collections. The purpose of 
this scheme is to facilitate the display of pieces from the National Collections, with specific 
local and regional interest, direct to those communities, and to facilitate the display of cultural 
artefacts and relating exhibitions outside urban centres into rural areas. The Scheme provides 
funding towards the transport, cost of insurance and exhibiting costs.

This Scheme is demand driven and the lending institution must satisfy itself that the criteria 
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of their loan policies are met by the borrowing body to ensure safe display of any objects and 
artefacts loaned.  Once agreement has been reached between the lending institution and the 
borrowing body, an application to the Scheme can be made.  Of course, like many areas, the 
COVID pandemic has had a significant impact on this demand over the last two years.

Projects previously funded under the Mobility of Collections Scheme include the following:  

- In 2019 over €10,000 was allocated under the Scheme to facilitate the display of the Tul-
lydonell Hoard of gold rings in Donegal County Museum and 15 artefacts from the National 
Museum of Ireland to Galway City Museum for an exhibition entitled “Keepers of the Gael: 
Gaelic Ireland 1200-1600A1.”  - In 2018 a total of €9,122 was allocated to some of Ireland’s 
museums in order to facilitate important exhibitions , including the loan on a 1790 glass chan-
delier from the National Museum to the Waterford Museum of Treasures, and several works 
from the Crawford Art Gallery in Cork to the Hunt Museum in Limerick.

A full list of all projects funded under this Scheme are available to view on my Departments 
website, www.gov.ie/en/publication/6acdc-cultural-projects-funding/ 

In addition to the Mobility of Collections Scheme, my Department provides funding to the 
digitisation of national and significant collections to provide an online offering to the public 
outside location challenges.  An initial allocation of €2.339 million was awarded in October 
2017 to support a range of digitisation projects in Ireland’s national cultural institutions and 
organisations with collections of national significance.  Of this €2.119 million was awarded to 
7 of Ireland’s National Cultural Institutions.

The funding was granted to applications that related to some or all of the following funding 
objectives:  

- ensure collections are correctly catalogued and digitally captured;  

- develop the software required to provide access on-line to their Digital Collections; - en-
sure that the on-line data is of the highest quality using international metadata standards;  

- allow for the display and discoverability on-line of more of collections; 

- enhance the Institutions outreach and education programmes through greater access to the 
collections held; 

- increase the potential for tourists to gain greater knowledge of the collections held in Ire-
land and in particular the National Cultural Institutions;  

- increase the quality and quantity of metadata that Ireland shared on the Europeana plat-
form;

- provide for the re-use of digital material; 

- work in partnership with other organisations to support digitisation projects of collections 
of national significance; & 

- leverage philanthropic support.

Nearly all of the projects funded have been completed and the results are available to view 
on my Department website at:www.gov.ie/en/publication/b1eab-creative-arts-grants-and-fund-
ing-previous-schemes/   
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11/11/2021WRJ05200Irish Language

11/11/2021WRJ05300195. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the way her Department plans to support the Irish speaking community in County 
Clare to secure a future for a facility (details supplied). [54696/21]

11/11/2021WRJ05400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I refer the Deputy to the answer I gave to Parliamentary 
Question 242 on 5 October 2021 on this matter. As I outlined in that answer, I had the opportu-
nity, when visiting the area recently, to hear in person about development plans for the college 
to which the Deputy refers. It should be noted, that this college is recognised as one of seven 
residential summer colleges for the purposes of funding under my Department’s Scéim na bh-
Foghlaoimeoirí Gaeilge.

I understand that the college authorities are in the process of undertaking a feasibil-
ity study with a view to making a formal application for capital funding under my Depart-
ment’s  Clár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga and that the college authorities were also in com-
munication with a number of other potential funding organisations.

While my Department has not received a funding application to date, the Deputy may be 
assured that any such application for assistance under the aforementioned programme - en-
compassing a business plan which aligns with the requirements set out in the Public Spending 
Code - will receive careful consideration in the context of competing priorities and available 
resources.

11/11/2021WRJ05500Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRJ05600196. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if clarity will be provided for indoor sports following the latest regulations 
from Sport Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54712/21]

11/11/2021WRJ05700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-
eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society can 
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means:  

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).  

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures. 

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods. 

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities. 

- For spectators, the use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events. 

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
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sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity  

11/11/2021WRK00200Industrial Development

11/11/2021WRK00300197. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if IDA Ireland has provided funding to a company (details supplied) in the past 24 
months; and if so, the nature and value of the funding provided. [55374/21]

11/11/2021WRK00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): IDA Ireland has not provided funding to Amazon in the past 24 months.

11/11/2021WRK00500Trade Missions

11/11/2021WRK00600198. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment when it is planned to reopen the Institute for Trade and Investment in Taiwan as 
17 other EU countries have trade offices there and the EU has a Mission Office in Taiwan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55379/21]

11/11/2021WRK00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As the Deputy may know, the European Union is represented in Taiwan by the European 
Economic and Trade Office. This Office represents all EU Member States, including Ireland, 
and seeks to seeks to strengthen economic and trade relations with Taiwan. There has been a 
Taipei Representative Office in Dublin since 1988.

Enterprise Ireland is the Government agency responsible for the development and growth of 
Irish enterprises in world markets. Marketplace services for Irish companies targeting Taiwan 
are provided through Enterprise Ireland’s office in Hong Kong and locally in Taipei via a con-
sultancy arrangement, which is managed by the agency’s Hong Kong office.

IDA Ireland, the agency responsible for attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) to Ire-
land, actively manages the Taiwanese market from its Singapore office as an integral element of 
its market development plan for the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Tai-
wan.  In response to continuing trends identifying Singapore as the primary source of outbound 
FDI destined for Europe, IDA Ireland considers it prudent to maintain its market presence in 
Singapore. In this context, IDA Ireland does not have any immediate plans to reopen an office 
in Taipei and will continue to service the Taiwanese market from its Singapore office.

11/11/2021WRK00800Wind Energy Generation

11/11/2021WRK00900199. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the details of the funding his Department has provided to develop onshore wind energy 
projects from 1 January 2011 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55283/21]

11/11/2021WRK01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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The cost of developing commercial electricity generation plant is borne by project developers, 
within an open competitive market. There are no Exchequer funds allocated for this purpose. 
Renewable electricity projects such as onshore wind and solar can currently benefit from partic-
ipation in the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS). The RESS, and similar previous 
support schemes, are supported by the Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy, which is collected 
from all electricity customers in Ireland through their energy bills.

The proceeds of the levy are used to contribute to the additional costs incurred by PSO-
supported electricity generation which are not recovered in the electricity market, typically 
via contracts that suppliers have in place with electricity generators. The PSO is a vital policy 
support for the development of renewable electricity and to enable Ireland reach national and 
EU renewable energy and climate targets. The money raised from the levy is paid to qualifying 
generators.

The legal basis for the PSO levy and its method of calculation are set out in regulations 
made under the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 and the Public Service Obligations Order 2002 
(S.I. 217 of 2002). Under this legislation, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) is 
assigned responsibility for the calculation of the levy each year and the calculation of the Levy 
is strictly a CRU matter. 

The CRU is accountable for the performance of its functions to a Committee of the Oireach-
tas. It provides a dedicated email address for Oireachtas members - oireachtas@cru.ie - to raise 
questions with CRU on electricity and gas regulatory matters for timely direct reply.  

11/11/2021WRK01100Telecommunications Infrastructure

11/11/2021WRK01200200. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his plans to introduce legislation to support the guidelines issued to local authori-
ties on 18 August 2021 with regard to telecommunications infrastructure; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [54972/21]

11/11/2021WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Legislation relating to Planning and Development is a matter 
for the Minister for Housing. Local Government and Heritage.      

I assume that the Deputy is referring to Circular Letter PL 07/2021 issued by the Department 
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage on 18 August 2021. The purpose of that circular 
was to bring to the attention of all Local Authorities that the Minister of State for Planning & 
Local Government had made new regulations - Planning and Development Act 2000 (Section 
254 – Overground Telecommunication Cables) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 422 of 2021) - that set 
a prescribed fee for Section 254 licences in respect of an overground cable which is part of an 
electronic communications network. I understand that the focus of the circular was on the new 
Regulations that had actually been made, rather than planned legislation.

11/11/2021WRK01400Wind Energy Generation

11/11/2021WRK01500201. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if a grant is available for the installation of a wind turbine to generate domestic 
electricity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55237/21]

11/11/2021WRK01600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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There are currently no grants available for domestic wind turbine installations. However, an 
upcoming Clean Export Guarantee (CEG) tariff represents the first phase of a comprehensive 
enabling framework for micro- and small-scale generators in Ireland, including for micro-wind 
turbines, allowing them to receive remuneration from their electricity supplier for all excess 
renewable electricity exported to the grid which reflects the market value of that electricity. 
The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) published a consultation on a draft enabling 
framework on 1 October which outlines the details for the introduction of the CEG payment. A 
decision is expected to be published this month with a compensation regime to follow shortly 
afterwards.  My Department is also developing a final scheme design for the Micro-generation 
Support Scheme (MSS) that incorporates the feedback from a public consultation held earlier 
this year and subsequent additional analysis. It is expected that a proposal on the supports to be 
offered under the MSS, which may include grants or premium tariff payments for new installa-
tions, will be submitted to Government before the end of the year.   While the level of supports 
will be based on bridging the viability gap of the lowest-cost technology, which is solar PV, it is 
envisaged that micro-wind will be an eligible technology for support under the MSS.

11/11/2021WRK01700Environmental Schemes

11/11/2021WRK01800202. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if improvements were made to the better energy warmer homes scheme in the re-
cent Budget; if he is considering providing a grant for low-income households in order to avail 
of a free building energy rating assessment; if he has plans to include solar panels under the 
better energy warmer homes scheme; if double glazed windows are available under the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55338/21]

11/11/2021WRK01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Budget 2022 has allocated €202 million for SEAI residential and community retrofit schemes 
and a further €10 million for the Solar PV scheme next year. Of this amount, €109 million will 
be used to provide free energy efficiency upgrades to households that are in, or at risk of, energy 
poverty.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low-income households vulnerable to energy poverty. To date, over 143,000 
homes have received free upgrades under the scheme.  In the first six months of 2021, the 
average value of the energy efficiency measures provided per household was approximately 
€17,100.  In addition to the significant capital allocation for the Warmer Homes Scheme next 
year, resources have been provided to expand the capacity of the SEAI to deliver the scheme. 
In addition, delivery capacity in the supply chain has increased due to a new, broader contractor 
panel that commenced at the end of 2020.

Window replacement was introduced as a measure under the Warmer Homes Scheme in 
2018. Window replacement can be recommended in limited circumstances, subject to a techni-
cal survey by SEAI. This recommendation is typically where only single glaze windows exist 
and where wall insulation is also being installed. 

The measures available under the scheme were selected as the most likely to deliver sig-
nificant energy savings to homeowners as well as the best value for money for the Exchequer. 
Currently, there are no plans to make solar panels available under the Scheme. Separately, the 
SEAI operates a grant scheme since July 20218 to help domestic customers who install roof-
top solar photovoltaic equipment on homes built and occupied before 2011. In addition, the 
National Retrofit Plan includes a commitment to review ways to improve how current energy 
poverty schemes target those most in need. Recommendations in relation to the implementation 
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of changes to the scheme to better target those most in need will be finalised shortly. A BER 
grant is currently available under the SEAI Better Energy Homes Scheme.

11/11/2021WRK02000Environmental Schemes

11/11/2021WRK02100203. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications the average grant provided to a household in County Cork for retrofitting 
their home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55341/21]

11/11/2021WRK02200204. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications the number of homes that have been retrofitted to date in 2021, by county; 
the number by county estimated to be retrofitted by the end of 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55342/21]

11/11/2021WRK02300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 203 and 204 together.

My Department funds a number of grant schemes, administered by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) to support homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their 
properties. Since 2000, over 450,000 homeowners have upgraded their homes with support 
from these schemes, representing nearly one home in four across the country. This has resulted 
in warmer, healthier and more comfortable homes that are easier to heat and light.

€221.5 million in capital funding has been provided this year for SEAI residential and com-
munity retrofit programmes. This represents an 82% increase on the 2020 allocation and is the 
largest amount ever for the schemes. This allocation has facilitated the expansion and improve-
ment of existing SEAI grant schemes and the introduction of new initiatives. 

Extensive COVID-19 related restrictions on construction activity in the residential sec-
tor between January and April have had a significant impact on activity and expenditure this 
year.  Over 9,800 retrofits have been delivered to date in 2021 and the SEAI estimate that the 
numbers will rise to over 16,000 by the end of the year. The request for the additional spe-
cific information sought by the Deputy has been forwarded to the SEAI and available data will 
be sent to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

In addition to the schemes funded by my Department and operated by the SEAI, the Depart-
ment of Housing, Local Government and Heritage funds the Local Authority Retrofit Scheme. 
In 2021, €65 million was allocated for energy upgrades of Local Authority homes.

  Question No. 204 answered with Question No. 203.

11/11/2021WRK02500Fuel Poverty

11/11/2021WRK02600205. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications the estimated number of households in energy or fuel poverty in 2021 by 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55343/21]

11/11/2021WRK02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Energy poverty or fuel poverty is influenced by a person’s income, the energy efficiency of their 
home and the cost of the energy they use in their home and is defined as an inability to heat or 
power a home to an adequate degree. Analysis carried out in 2016 for the Strategy to Combat 
Energy Poverty found that 28% of households in Ireland could be in energy poverty i.e. would 
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need to spend more than 10% of their income on their energy needs. The ESRI carried out an 
analysis of the number of households at risk of experiencing energy poverty in 2019 and again 
in 2020. This showed that the share of households needing to spend more than 10% of their 
income on their energy needs was 17.5% in 2020. The Survey on Income and Living Conditions 
supports this, indicating that the proportion of people who report that they are unable to afford 
to keep the home adequately warm, has fallen from 9% in 2015 to 4.9% in 2019.

A review of the implementation of the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty will be complet-
ed early next year and will inform next steps in relation to the development of a new strategy. 
Measures to support those least able to afford to retrofit their homes have also been included in 
the new National Retrofit Plan, which was published as part of Climate Action Plan 2021.

11/11/2021WRK02800Recycling Policy

11/11/2021WRK02900206. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he has considered the introduction of a returns and refund scheme on cans and 
bottles to encourage the public to recycle these items in return for a small financial sum; the 
estimated cost of such a programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55386/21]

11/11/2021WRK03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy sets out a clear 
roadmap for the introduction of a Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) for plastic bottles and alu-
minium cans in the third quarter of 2022. The legislative framework for the scheme will be put 
in place shortly.

The scheme will look to recover only its operational costs by way of fees and will oper-
ate on a not for profit basis. 

11/11/2021WRK03100Departmental Contracts

11/11/2021WRK03200207. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Question No. 141 of 2 November 2021, if he will provide 
the name of the Italian consultant companies appointed to undertake the review of the North-
South Interconnector. [55400/21]

11/11/2021WRK03300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The North-South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the all-island 
Integrated Single Electricity Market (I-SEM) and increasing security of electricity supply in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. It is also a critically important element in EirGrid’s recently pub-
lished ‘Shaping Our Electricity Future’ roadmap for the delivery of our renewable electricity 
targets by 2030.

As the Deputy will be aware, the North South Interconnector has now passed all planning 
and legal challenges both North and South and has been reviewed on a number of occasions, 
most recently in 2018 where it was found that an overhead line remains the most appropriate 
option for this critical electricity infrastructure.

Notwithstanding this, I decided to commission a further short review to assess if the overall 
finding from the 2018 report remains valid. Two Italian experts in transmission grid infra-
structure, Dr. Angelo L’Abbate and Andrea Mansoldo, both operating as independent consul-
tants, are now engaged on the review and their work is well advanced at this stage.
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11/11/2021WRL00200Road Projects

11/11/2021WRL00300208. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the reason no proper 
funding is being allocated for the N86 road to Dingle, County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55295/21]

11/11/2021WRL00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
operation, management and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in con-
junction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the 
Public Spending Code and necessary statutory approvals.   In this context, TII is best placed to 
advise you.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question, on this occasion, to TII for a direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/11/2021WRL00500Electric Vehicles

11/11/2021WRL00600209. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if there are sources of public 
funding available to upgrade electric charging points (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55339/21]

11/11/2021WRL00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Under the Climate Action Plan, we need 
to increase the number of EVs on our roads to nearly one million by 2030. 

Preparations are underway to establish an Office of Low Emission Vehicles. This Office will 
play an important role in our transition to zero emission vehicles. It will co-ordinate measures 
to support the uptake of EVs and the rollout of charge point  infrastructure.   

Having an effective and reliable recharging network is essential to enabling drivers to 
choose electric. Charging at home is the most convenient and cheapest way to recharge. How-
ever there is also a need for a seamless public charging network that will provide for situations 
or instances where home charging is not possible such as on-street and residential charging, 
destination charging, and workplace charging. Connection costs are an operational matter for 
ESB Networks .

My Department is also developing a new scheme which will support the installation of des-
tination charge points in locations such as hotels and parks. This new initiative will help provide 
another critical link in the overall network for public charging.

11/11/2021WRL00800Public Transport

11/11/2021WRL00900210. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the steps he is tak-
ing to advance the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy. [55344/21]

11/11/2021WRL01000211. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport if he has consid-
ered implementing bus rapid transport in Cork city and county along the same corridors as the 
proposed light rail. [55345/21]

11/11/2021WRL01100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 210 and 
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211 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has, in co-operation with the local 
authorities, developed the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy. 

The Deputy will be aware that consultation is currently ongoing in relation to BusConnects 
Cork and that Phase 1 of the Cork Commuter Rail Programme has been included in Ireland’s 
National Resilience & Recovery Plan as approved by the European Council earlier this year. 
These are two hugely important elements of the overall CMATS and I am glad to see consider-
able progress is being made on both. 

Noting their responsibility in relation to the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

  Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 210.

11/11/2021WRL01300Cycling Facilities

11/11/2021WRL01400212. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the steps he has 
taken to encourage cycling initiatives in Cork city and county. [55346/21]

11/11/2021WRL01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government com-
mitted that €360 million in cross-Government funding will be spent on walking and cycling per 
annum over the lifetime of the Government. This investment will help support the delivery of 
circa 1,000 kilometres of improved walking and cycling infrastructure by 2025 as well as ad-
ditional investment in Greenways. 

This year we have seen a significant increase in funding, in line with the Government’s pri-
oritisation of Active Travel and Greenways. Earlier this year I announced an allocation of €240 
million for Active Travel projects in the Greater Dublin Area and Regional Cities including 
Cork.  Cork City Council received an allocation of €29.6m and Cork County Council received 
an allocation of €15.78m under this funding programme. 

To reflect the Government’s commitment to Active Travel and the increased funding alloca-
tions to walking and cycling, I communicated to the County and City Management Association 
(CCMA) in January 2021 that extra resources for local authorities and the National Roads Of-
fices (NROs) would be funded by my Department to support and progress the delivery of Active 
Travel projects around the country. Up to 218 staff have been allocated to local authorities and 
an additional 30 staff to the NROs under this resourcing initiative. It is anticipated that Cork 
City Council will receive 11 additional staff and Cork County Council 6 additional staff over the 
course of the year as recruitment processes have begun and will continue. 

In addition to the increased funding for walking and cycling infrastructure, a number of 
smaller-scale initiatives are being progressed by my Department to support and promote ef-
forts to increase Active Travel. The Department of Transport funds the delivery of CycleRight 
training through Cycling Ireland, which delivers cycling training to school-children around the 
country. In partnership with the Department of Education we also launched the Safe Routes to 
Schools Programme (SRTS) earlier this year, which aims to accelerate the delivery of walking, 
scooting and cycling infrastructure on key access routes to schools. 170 schools were notified 
on 21 June that they have been selected for inclusion in the first round of the SRTS Programme 
to support walking and cycling infrastructure for primary and post-primary schools including 
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6 in Cork City Council area and 10 in Cork County Council area. €15 million will be allocated 
to the schools selected in Round 1 of this Programme.

Progress is also being made on the Midleton to Youghal Greenway to which nearly €20m 
has been allocated. This Greenway is expected to open in 2023, whilst pre-construction funding 
has also been allocated to examine potential Greenway options between Mallow and Dungar-
van.

The step-change in funding committed in Budget 2021 and the introduction of numerous 
innovative measures to encourage Active Travel shows the Government’s commitment to this 
area, and I look forward to the delivery of the numerous projects and programmes in Cork City 
and County and around the country. 

11/11/2021WRL01600Cycling Facilities

11/11/2021WRL01700213. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the reason Action 106 in 
the new Climate Action Plan to deliver a network of safe, segregated cycling facilities has been 
delayed; the mitigation measures that are being put in place to ensure no further delays; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55402/21]

11/11/2021WRL01800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Government is firmly committed to 
encouraging the use of walking, cycling and other active travel methods, and this has been sig-
nalled by almost tripling the budget for Active Travel in 2021. This year, and each successive 
year up to 2025 at least, we will see approximately €360 million per annum, 20% of our total 
transport budget, invested in Ireland’s walking and cycling infrastructure to provide a safe and 
connected network to those who wish to commute to work or school via healthy and sustainable 
transport modes.

Active travel, such as walking, cycling and scooting, will play a key role in the decarboni-
sation of the transport sector. Encouraging a modal shift away from traditionally fossil-fuelled 
vehicles and towards active modes of travel also has the additional benefit of improving mental 
and physical health, something which has come into sharp focus in the past year with CO-
VID-19.

Action 106 the Deputy referred to had been delayed awaiting publication of the Climate Ac-
tion Plan before the final 5-Year Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Delivery Plan is published 
to ensure coherence between both documents in terms of active travel actions and targets.

With the recent publication of the Climate Action Plan 2021 and the commitment therein to 
reallocate road space to pedestrians and cyclists I expect to receive a revised 5 Year Cycling and 
Walking Plan shortly from the National Transport Authority and will aim to publish it shortly 
thereafter.

11/11/2021WRL01900Electric Vehicles

11/11/2021WRL02000214. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the estimated amount of 
electricity that will be required to power one million electric cars (details supplied) in view of 
the measures targeted in the Climate Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55253/21]

11/11/2021WRL02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Under the high demand scenario outlined 
in the Programme for Government, electricity demand will almost double by 2030, while as-
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sociated emissions are to be reduced by 60-80% at the same time. Total electricity demand over 
the next ten years is forecast to grow by between 19% and 50%, largely driven by large new 
energy users, which include transport electricity demand (estimated at circa 23% per annum) 
as a result of accelerated uptake of EV charging. It is evident therefore that additional electric-
ity generation and enhanced demand management is needed to support the decarbonisation of 
our economy and society, including the transport sector, and to achieve our emission reduction 
targets.

While the supply and provision of electricity to the country is a policy matter for the De-
partment of Energy, Climate and Communications (DECC), and detailed queries on this matter 
should be directed to that Department rather than the Department of Transport , I can inform the 
Deputy that under the Climate Action Plan the electricity sector commits to expanding electric-
ity output and refining the grid to meet this additional demand, including the extra demand from 
electric vehicles. The Plan commits to increasing the share of electricity supply from renewable 
sources to up to 80%, delivering three new transmission grid connections/interconnectors to 
Northern Ireland, Great Britain, and the EU, as well as exploring further interconnections to 
other countries. A range of supporting measures will also be needed to enable this transforma-
tion of the electricity generation sector. These will include providing the conventional capacity 
that will be essential to ensure the security of the system, grid investments, interconnectors, and 
storage facilities. 

Furthermore, the Climate Action Plan outlines a number of measures to deliver on increased 
electricity demand management including:

- The Commission for the Regulation of Utilities (CRU) will deliver a new Demand Side 
Strategy      which will aim to have industrial, commercial and residential demand fully partici-
pating in supporting system needs with high levels of renewable generation, and seek to facili-
tate active participation by consumers and communities in the energy market.

- The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), the CRU and the system operators, 
will work      with large energy users and enterprise development agencies, to develop ap-
proaches to enhance reporting and usage of lower carbon energy sources, including increased 
transparency of electricity emissions data to enable large energy users to address their electric-
ity emissions across time (hourly) and geographic locations.

- EirGrid and ESB Networks will undertake an in-depth analysis of local, regional and sys-
tem level flexibility requirements, and modify their own approaches and procedures to facilitate 
demand flexibility, to drive down costs to the consumer and provide the necessary flexibility to 
meet the needs of the energy transition to 2030.

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (the CRU) has statutory responsibility, under 
S.I. 60 of 2005, to monitor and take measures necessary to ensure the security of electricity 
supply in Ireland.  The CRU is assisted in its statutory role by EirGrid, the electricity transmis-
sion system operator. The CRU is an independent statutory body and solely accountable to a 
committee of the Oireachtas for the performance of its functions.

EirGrid’s Generation Capacity Statement which was published on Wednesday 29 Septem-
ber and covers the period 2021 to 2030 sets out a medium term need to develop 1,850 MW of 
generation capacity by 2025. On the same day, the CRU published an information note, setting 
out the programme of actions being progressed to deliver the required generation capacity. The 
actions include: increasing the availability of existing generators; developing of new generation 
capacity – including temporary generation capacity in advance of winter 2022; extending the 
operational life of some existing generators; new rules for the grid connection of data centres; 
and actions to enhance demand-side response, including large consumers reducing demand 
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when the system margin is low.

The Deputy should note that the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has statu-
tory responsibility to monitor and take measures necessary to ensure the security of electricity 
supply in Ireland.  In this regard, the CRU recently published a programme of actions to deliver 
1,850 MW of generation capacity by 2025. Such actions will help power our future electric 
fleet. 

11/11/2021WRL02200Driver Test

11/11/2021WRL02300215. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing a driver test in each test centre area, by age, in tabular form. [55258/21]

11/11/2021WRL02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
The driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
working days.

11/11/2021WRL02500Driver Test

11/11/2021WRL02600216. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing a driver test appointment in each centre, by age; and the length of time they have been 
awaiting a test, in tabular form. [55259/21]

11/11/2021WRL02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
The driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
working days.

11/11/2021WRL02800Driver Test

11/11/2021WRL02900217. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the waiting lists for theory 
tests for driver test applicants, by test centre and county; and the length of time each centre is 
waiting to clear the backlog. [55260/21]

11/11/2021WRL03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
working days.
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11/11/2021WRL03100Driver Test

11/11/2021WRL03200218. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of applicants, by 
age and county, for the driver theory test. [55261/21]

11/11/2021WRL03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
working days.

11/11/2021WRM00200Bus Services

11/11/2021WRM00300219. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the specific location of all bus 
shelters to be installed in County Cork in 2021 and 2022, in tabular form. [55262/21]

11/11/2021WRM00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including the national provision of bus stops/shelters.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

11/11/2021WRM00500Public Transport

11/11/2021WRM00600220. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of contact free tick-
eting for bus and train use. [55263/21]

11/11/2021WRM00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including ticketing technology. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

11/11/2021WRM00800Public Transport

11/11/2021WRM00900221. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of providing Leap 
card prices on the Mallow to Cork rail service. [55264/21]

11/11/2021WRM01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  I am not involved in the 
day-to-day operations of public transport, nor decisions on fares.
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Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, 
the NTA has responsibility for the regulation of fares charged to passengers in respect of public 
transport services, provided under public service obligation (PSO) contracts. 

Therefore, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

11/11/2021WRM01100Road Projects

11/11/2021WRM01200222. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport the list of applications 
being considered by his Department relative to new roads infrastructure in County Kilkenny; 
the stage each application is at in the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55275/21]

11/11/2021WRM01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and 
prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority. 

The extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the post 2008 recession meant that grant 
funding for road improvement schemes had to be curtailed because expenditure on protection/
renewal was falling well short of what was required to adequately maintain the regional and 
local road network.

Funding is not yet at the level needed for the adequate protection and renewal of regional 
and local roads and so for this reason, the primary focus for capital investment continues to be 
the protection and renewal of the network with some limited investment in road improvement 
projects.

Any road improvement projects proposed by local authorities for consideration for fund-
ing are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis. All projects put forward by local 
authorities for consideration must comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code 
(PSC) and my Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework (CAF). 

There has been some engagement between Kilkenny County Council and my Department  
in relation to a proposed Kilkenny Northern Ring Road Extension. The Department has advised 
the Council of the Public Spending Code project appraisal requirements for any proposed trans-
port scheme in March this year, including the need for the preparation of a Strategic Assessment 
Report. 

There has not been any further contact from the Council regarding this proposed scheme.

Regarding national roads, as Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for overall policy 
and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  Once funding arrange-
ments have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the operation, management 
and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the Public Spending Code 
and necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed to advise you regarding 
national roads.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question, in respect of any applications for 
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national road projects, to TII for a direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/11/2021WRM01400Climate Action Plan

11/11/2021WRM01500223. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a 
matter (details supplied) regarding fuel consumption in relation to car journeys further to mea-
sures outlined in the new Climate Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55276/21]

11/11/2021WRM01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Climate Action Plan 2021 is target-
ing, inter alia, a daily increase of 500,000 in sustainable journeys taken and a 10% reduction in 
kms driven by fossil fuelled cars by 2030. The increase in sustainable journeys does not equate 
to a straight line reduction in car journeys. Based on the modelling done by the National Trans-
port Authority, the abatement potential from the bundle of measures that would achieve these 
targets is 1.4 MtCO2 emissions. The increased number of daily journeys will be achieved by 
providing more attractive active travel and public transport options to promote a radical modal 
shift away car usage.  In addition, the reduced use of fossil-fuelled cars over that time will be 
achieved through various demand management and behavioural change measures.  

It is important to highlight that reducing overall car kilometres is not about cancelling trips, 
but rather it is about reducing the need for, and length of, certain trips. That said achieving this 
level of reduction in the timeframe envisaged presents a significant challenge given that tech-
nology advances can only achieve so much and the heavy reliance on the car among certain 
cohorts of the population and in certain parts of the country where more sustainable alternatives 
are limited. For this reason, a suite of potential demand management will need to be delivered 
in a way that achieves a just transition and supports economic wellbeing. As such, I am com-
mitted to providing a wide range of sustainable transport options across the country and under-
taking further work to determine how best to pursue our targets in a fair and equitable manner.

11/11/2021WRM01700Antisocial Behaviour

11/11/2021WRM01800224. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport the number of 
persons who are employed to provide security on DART services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55278/21]

11/11/2021WRM01900225. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport the number of 
instances of antisocial behaviour and violent attacks on DART trains and stations; the methods 
in place to monitor these incidents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55279/21]

11/11/2021WRM02000226. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport the measures that 
are being taken to prevent antisocial behaviour and violent attacks on DART services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55280/21]

11/11/2021WRM02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 224 to 
226, inclusive, together.

As the Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport, however I am not involved in the day-to-day operation of public transport. 
While it should be noted that the vast majority of public transport passenger journeys occur 
without incident, I am of course concerned to ensure that the necessary arrangements are in 
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place to ensure the safety of all passengers and staff.

The safety and security of both public transport passengers and staff, including arrange-
ments to deal with anti-social behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be 
managed by every public transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, where 
appropriate. 

As such, the issues raised are an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s questions to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a response within ten working days.

  Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 224.

  Question No. 226 answered with Question No. 224.

11/11/2021WRM02400Driver Licences

11/11/2021WRM02500227. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport when a renewal driver 
licence will be issued to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55281/21]

11/11/2021WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
issuing of driving licences is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and, as Minister, I 
have no power to intervene in individual cases.

I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days

11/11/2021WRM02700Commemorative Events

11/11/2021WRM02800228. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport if a request has been re-
ceived from the Decade of Centenaries committee of Carlow County Council to name the new 
footbridge at Carlow town train station after a person (details supplied) to mark the centenary 
of their execution; when a decision can be expected on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55291/21]

11/11/2021WRM02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

I am unaware of any correspondence from the  Decade of Centenaries committee of Carlow 
County Council in relation to the naming of the new footbridge at Carlow town train station 
being received by my Department.

The query raised in relation to the footbridge is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann, 
therefore I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

11/11/2021WRM03000Driver Test

11/11/2021WRM03100229. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 



11 November 2021

139

to an issue at a driver test centre (details supplied). [55312/21]

11/11/2021WRM03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Op-
erational arrangements at test centres, including the availability of waiting and washing fa-
cilities, are a matter for the Road Safety Authority. I understand that the Authority decided to 
temporarily close public toilet and waiting facilities in the interests of public safety and as part 
of its overall Covid-19 resumption of service protocols and in line with health and safety risk 
assessment procedures, which had to be adopted as part of the RSA’s resumption plans. It took 
account of guidance issued by the Health and Safety Authority and the return to work safely 
protocol agreed by the Labour and Employer Economic Forum, LEEF. 

In response to a formal request to review these arrangements, the Authority wrote to my De-
partment outlining the absolute necessity of retaining these safety measures. While the Author-
ity recognises that this may be inconvenient for partners, family members and indeed driving 
instructors who accompany learner drivers to their tests, the fact remains that the more people 
who enter a building, the greater the risk of Covid spreading. The safety of staff and the public 
in general must remain the Road Safety Authority’s number one priority at this time.

I would also note that if accompanying persons were allowed to enter test centres, it would 
mean a potential doubling of the numbers entering centres, and this could be accommodated 
only by a significant reduction in the numbers of tests offered, with inevitable increases in wait-
ing times for the test.

11/11/2021WRN00200Driver Licences

11/11/2021WRN00300230. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport if Certificate of Profes-
sional Competence in Road Transport Management, CPC, holders who had their licence issued 
in Northern Ireland were required complete a transport management CPC examination in ad-
vance of the end of 2020 with (details supplied) to obtain an equivalent issued here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55313/21]

11/11/2021WRN00400231. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons 
who availed of the opportunity prior to the 2020 deadline of swapping their transport manage-
ment certificate of professional competence for an equivalent issued here; the number of per-
sons that remain to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55314/21]

11/11/2021WRN00500232. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the details of the profes-
sional competence requirements that now need to be completed to exchange a transport man-
agement certificate of professional competence in road haulage issued in Northern Ireland; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55315/21]

11/11/2021WRN00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 230 to 232, inclusive, together.

Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009 establishes common rules concerning the conditions to be 
complied with to pursue the occupation of road transport operator and provides that requisite 
professional competence is a key requirement to hold a road transport operator licence. Pursu-
ant to this key requirement, Article 4 of the Regulation specifies that a Transport Manager des-
ignated by a road transport operator must hold a Transport Manager Certificate of Professional 
Competence (TM CPC) issued by a competent authority of the EU. 

As outlined by the European Commission (notification available at ec.europa.eu/info/sites/
info/files/brexit_files/info_site/road_transport_en.pdf), following the end of the Brexit transi-
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tion period on 31 December 2020 a TM CPC issued by a competent authority in the UK, in-
cluding Northern Ireland, is no longer valid in the EU.  This means that a Transport Manager 
holding a UK-issued TM CPC can no longer act as Transport Manager for an EU-based road 
transport operator. 

My Department received clarification in late November 2020 from the European Commis-
sion that holders of a UK TM CPC could request and be granted a corresponding certificate 
from the competent authority in the Member State where they live or where the road transport 
operator employing them is established, as long as their request was submitted before the end of 
the Brexit transition period on 31 December 2020.  My Department wrote to all UK (including 
Northern Ireland) TM CPC holders working for Irish road transport operators to inform them of 
this position, urging them to apply for a corresponding Irish (EU) certificate. 

As a result, a total of 284 corresponding Irish TM CPCs in road haulage and 49 Irish TM 
CPCs in road passenger transport were issued.  It is not possible to quantify the number of UK/
NI TM CPC holders who did not avail of the facility to obtain a corresponding Irish certificate, 
as the number of such individuals who are unidentified to the Department is not known. 

As the deadline has now passed for applying for a corresponding Irish TM CPC, any persons 
holding a UK-issued TM CPC who wish to act as Transport Manager for an Irish/EU operator 
must obtain a TM CPC issued by an EU Member State. Obtaining an Irish TM CPC requires 
passing the examination administered by the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport 
(CILT) on behalf of my Department.  

Candidates who already hold a UK-issued TM CPC will not be required to undertake the 
training course of 100 hours that is normally mandatory before taking the CILT TM CPC ex-
amination.  The next date for the examination is 24 November 2021 and candidates can register 
online with CILT for the examination (contact info@cilt.ie).

  Question No. 231 answered with Question No. 230.

  Question No. 232 answered with Question No. 230.

11/11/2021WRN00900Driver Test

11/11/2021WRN01000233. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport if the 36 driver testers that 
were acquired to help clear the driver test backlog will be kept in their posts for the foresee-
able future; if they are on temporary contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55330/21]

11/11/2021WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
order to deal with the backlog in driving tests created by Covid, the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA) received approval in 2020 to rehire 36 temporary testers. In addition, the RSA received 
sanction to hire 40 additional testers on a temporary basis to assist with the backlog. These new 
testers have completed their training and have been conducting tests since July 2021. Sanction 
has also been granted to recruit a further 40 testers.  

Procedures require approval for hiring of staff from my Department and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, and we have responded to the needs of the RSA by giving the 
approvals mentioned. However, the RSA is the employer of driver testers and contractual terms 
are a matter for the RSA. 

I am aware that the 36 temporary testers rehired in 2020 are on contracts which are due to 
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expire in December, March, and May. I am happy to say that my Department has approved a 
further extension of contracts for those due to expire in December and March. The RSA will 
conduct a review next year to see how the service is performing and to reassess its needs in light 
of evolving demand.    

11/11/2021WRN01200Road Projects

11/11/2021WRN01300234. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Transport if there are roadworks 
planned for the section of roads at Shannon Heights, Kilrush, County Clare. [55336/21]

11/11/2021WRN01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
Councils’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisa-
tion of works to be funded is a matter for the local authority.

As the statutory road authority for their administrative area, it is a matter for each local au-
thority  to determine its priorities and decide its annual work programme taking available grant 
funding and its own resources into account.  The local authority should be able to advise the 
Deputy if any works are planned for this area.

11/11/2021WRN01500Parking Provision

11/11/2021WRN01600235. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the cost of 
€35 for a person who applies for a disability parking permit; his plans to eliminate this charge; 
if there is some way a person can be exempt from this charge; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55348/21]

11/11/2021WRN01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
While my Department is responsible for the legislation underpinning the disabled parking 
scheme, day to day running of the scheme is under the remit of the two designated issuing 
bodies: the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland and the Irish Wheelchair Association. The 
Department has no involvement in setting  fees and this is solely a matter for the two issuing 
bodies. 

I understand that the purpose of the application fee is, firstly, to cover the administrative 
costs of processing applications and producing permits and, secondly, to allow for investment 
in improving the security features of the card. While some countries operate disabled parking 
schemes without charging such a fee, local authorities in Ireland generally offer free parking to 
disabled parking permit holders in areas that would otherwise be metred.

11/11/2021WRN01800Road Network

11/11/2021WRN01900236. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Transport if he will review the closure of 
the Tandy’s Lane exit to the N4 at Lucan, County Dublin which was closed a number of years 
ago in the context of growing traffic through Lucan village; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55383/21]

11/11/2021WRN02000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
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Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
operation and management of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

In this context, TII is best placed to advise you.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/11/2021WRN02100Tax Exemptions

11/11/2021WRN02200237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he has consulted with 
the Minister for Finance in respect of seeking to have included among VAT exempt services 
that the driver education sector be included (details supplied); and if not, his plans to engage the 
Minister for Finance on this issue. [55405/21]

11/11/2021WRN02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
setting of VAT is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Finance, and I have no role in it.

The Revenue Commissioners’ VAT Treatment of Education and Vocational Training, at-
tached here, www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/value-added-tax/part03-taxable-trans-
actions-goods-ica-services/Services/services-education-vocational-training.pdf, sets out clear-
ly the types of training and courses which can be VAT exempt.

Section 6.2 states that “driving lessons are generally subject to VAT at the reduced rate. 
However, exemption continues to apply to driving lessons where the lessons concern vehicles 
which are designed or constructed for the carriage of 1.5 tonnes of goods or more, or for the 
carriage of 9 persons or more (including the driver).” 

This provision complies with Section 6.1, which sets out the criteria which must be met for 
the provision of training or education to be VAT exempt:

- “It must be vocational in nature; that is, it must be directed towards an occupation and its 
associated skills

- It must be provided to improve the vocational rather than the personal skills of the trainee

- The vocational skills that the trainee acquires can be transferable from one employment to 
another, or to self-employment

- The training will generally be provided by means of a structured programme, have concise 
aims, objectives and clear anticipated outcomes

- There should be a clear trainee/trainer relationship between the student and the teacher or 
instructor.

Where any of the above conditions are not met or the course is primarily directed  towards 
personal development or undertaken for recreational purposes, the course  will be subject to 
VAT at the appropriate rate.”

11/11/2021WRN02400Insurance Coverage

11/11/2021WRN02500238. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the measures that are being under-
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taken to ensure access to affordable insurance for hunts and other leisure, sporting and charity 
businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55270/21]

11/11/2021WRN02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland have any influence over the pricing or provision 
of insurance products, as this is a purely commercial matter.  This position is reinforced by the 
EU legislative framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive). 

Having said that, the Government is acutely aware of the concerns felt by many sectors, 
including the ones highlighted by the Deputy, regarding the cost and availability of insurance. 
It has therefore prioritised the implementation of the Action Plan for Insurance Reform . As the 
Deputy may be aware, the first Action Plan Implementation Report, which was published in 
July, shows that significant progress has been made, with 34 of the 66 actions contained therein 
now completed. 

One of the key achievements in the first half of this year was the implementation of the 
Personal Injuries Guidelines some six months ahead of schedule. Early data from the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) shows that since the commencement of the new Guidelines 
award levels have reduced by an average of 40%. This is an encouraging development; it is 
my hope that this trend will continue and result in lower costs for businesses.  As the insurance 
reform agenda progresses, we will continue to hold the industry to account on its commitments 
to pass on savings from the Guidelines, and other elements of the reforms, to customers. Min-
ister of State Fleming, in his ongoing engagement with the sector, has emphasised the need for 
insurance providers to reduce premiums and increase their risk appetite to provide cover in new 
areas. A further element of the Action Plan with particular relevance to these types of activities 
involves reviewing the Duty of Care. The Minister for Justice, who is leading on this action, 
has noted to Government the intention to bring forward legislative proposals to reform the law 
in this area. My officials understand from their Department of Justice colleagues that these pro-
posals are at an advanced stage. 

I would like to take this opportunity to assure the Deputy that securing a more sustainable 
and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland re-
mains a key policy priority for this Government.  In this regard, it is my intention to work with 
my Government colleagues to ensure that the implementation of the Action Plan can continue 
to have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for all individuals, 
businesses and community groups across the country, including for hunts, other leisure, sport-
ing and charity businesses. 

11/11/2021WRN02700Tax Exemptions

11/11/2021WRN02800239. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered re-
viewing VAT exemptions (details supplied) for the driving education sector in the context of the 
Value-Added Tax Consolidation Act 2010. [55404/21]

11/11/2021WRN02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply. In general, 
the VAT Directive provides that all goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard rate un-
less they fall within Annex III of the Directive, in respect of which Member States may apply 
either one or two reduced rates of VAT. 

The supply of driving lessons is not listed in Annex III and therefore would, in general 
across the EU, be subject to the standard rate. However, the Directive allows that a Member 
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State may maintain a historic VAT treatment under certain conditions and, on that basis, Ireland 
has retained its application of the reduced rate of VAT, currently 13.5%, to the supply of general 
driving lessons.

There is no provision in the VAT Directive to exempt the supply of general driving lessons. 

The Directive does provide that the supply of vocational training services is exempt from 
VAT. This exemption applies to training directly related to a trade or profession, and such train-
ing includes a course of driving instruction in vehicles designed to carry 1.5 tonnes of goods or 
more, or 9 persons or more (including the driver).  

For training to be exempt from VAT, each of the following conditions must be met:

- the training must be vocational in nature, that is, it must be directed towards an occupation 
and its associated skills.

- it must be provided to improve the vocational rather than the personal skills of the trainee.

- the vocational skills that the trainee acquires can be transferable from one employment to 
another, or to self-employment.

- the training will generally be provided by means of a structured programme, have concise 
aims, objectives and clear anticipated outcomes; and

- there should be a clear trainee/trainer relationship between the student and the teacher or 
instructor.

Where any of the above conditions is not met, or the course is primarily directed towards 
personal development, or undertaken for recreational purposes, the course will be subject to 
VAT at the appropriate rate. 

The Irish VAT law provisions in relation to general driving lessons and in relation to vo-
cational training (including in driving) are fully in keeping with the provisions of the EU VAT 
rules.

11/11/2021WRN03000Departmental Expenditure

11/11/2021WRN03100240. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the amount spent to date 
on the planned international roadshow events to attract institutional investors to the property 
sector in Ireland; the total allocated budget for these events; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55406/21]

11/11/2021WRN03200241. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the number of interna-
tional roadshow events to attract institutional investors to the property sector in Ireland that 
are planned; the persons or bodies that are due to attend these events on behalf of the Govern-
ment; the policy justification for these events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55408/21]

11/11/2021WRN03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 240 
and 241 together.

Action 18.8 of the Housing for All Plan, which was published in September, states that the 
Department of Finance will lead communication and engagement with institutional investors, 
including tradeshow events, to communicate policies and encourage sustainable investment in 
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residential accommodation.

Before the pandemic, in 2019 there were just over 21,000 homes built and in 2020 the num-
ber of housing completions was just over 20,600. Therefore, meeting the target of an average 
of 33,000 homes per year will clearly require a significant increase in delivery. This increase in 
delivery will also require an increase in investment to support the building of new homes - in 
particular in the form of development finance. 

This development finance will be needed by all those involved in developing homes across 
all regions of our country, from small and medium sized builders and developers, to larger op-
erators, and this finance must come from a range of sources.

The Housing for All plan has clearly set out that public monies alone will not account for all 
of the funding for housing development in the State. External sources of finance will be needed 
to bridge the gap between the overall funding requirement to build an average of 33,000 homes 
each year, and that provided via direct Exchequer funding, State borrowing, Home Building 
Finance Ireland and the domestic banking sector. 

Housing for All committed to the establishment of three dedicated work streams to drive the 
delivery of key aspects of the plan. This includes an investment work stream, which is chaired 
by the Department of Finance and includes membership from the Department of Housing Local 
Government and Heritage, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Department 
of Enterprise Trade and Employment and the NTMA.  

Through the Housing for All investment work stream, there will be ongoing stakeholder 
engagement with a wide range of public and private bodies with a role in financing housing de-
velopment. This will include engagement with public bodies involved in home delivery such as 
Home Building Finance Ireland, the Land Development Agency, the Housing Finance Agency, 
the Irish Strategic Investment Fund, the European Investment Bank and the Council of Europe 
Development Bank, amongst others. It will also include engagement with domestic banks and 
private entities including institutional investors who also play an important role in funding the 
supply of additional property in Ireland, as is the case in most other property markets. The for-
ward investment provided by investors provides capital to construct additional properties and 
many of these homes would not be available without the investment provided. 

This engagement with stakeholders across the broad spectrum of funding for residential 
development is an important means of understanding the funding landscape and supporting the 
availability of the right type of finance for the wide variety of home developers and develop-
ment schemes nationwide. 

Currently, consideration is being given to the nature and type of this engagement.

Any engagement with institutional investors is not undertaken with a view to encouraging 
the bulk buying of residential houses. Rather, it is one part of a broader targeted engagement 
with all public and private bodies with a role in financing housing development, to ensure an 
adequate supply of appropriate finance to support the development of additional homes across 
the State. 

Ensuring that people have access to home ownership in this country is a priority for this 
Government. Building up supply, after a period during which construction was forced to close 
for a significant period of time, is key to delivering on the ambitious targets set in Housing for 
All and making sure that those who wish to develop homes have access to a range of appro-
priate funding sources, both public and private, is central to the delivery of additional homes 
across the country. Engagement with key stakeholders is an important and legitimate means of 
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gathering information on the funding landscape for residential housing development.

  Question No. 241 answered with Question No. 240.

11/11/2021WRO00300Public Sector Pensions

11/11/2021WRO00400242. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son retired prison officers who are in receipt of a State pension did not receive the 2% rise in 
payments that other sectors of the public service received; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55325/21]

11/11/2021WRO00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I assume 
the Deputy is referring to pensions payable to retired prison officers under the civil service (oc-
cupational) pension scheme rather than the State Pension payable by the Department of Social 
Protection.

Under the current pension increase policy for the pre-existing public service pension 
schemes, qualifying pensions fall to be increased in line with a general round increase in an-
nualised basic salary of 1% or €500, whichever is greater, granted to serving public servants on 
1 October 2021. 

My Department issued a circular on 1 October authorising pension administrators to pay 
the increase to qualifying pensions. In the case of the civil service pension scheme, I have been 
advised by the National Shared Services Office (NSSO) that due to a technical issue within the 
pension payroll system, there has been a delay in processing cases. I understand that this is now 
being addressed as a matter of urgency by the system provider and that the 1 October increases 
will be applied over the coming period, with arrears paid as appropriate.   

11/11/2021WRO00600Flood Risk Management

11/11/2021WRO00700243. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the flood relief scheme for Portumna, County Galway; when the project will be ready for 
construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55397/21]

11/11/2021WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Flood Relief measures were first identified for Portumna in the Shannon 
Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP), which was published in May 2018.

The proposed scheme, which would provide protection to 22 properties at a preliminary to-
tal project budget of €3.65m, was not included in the first tranche of schemes to be progressed 
in 2018, but the Office of Public Works (OPW) and Galway County Council will work closely 
to ensure that it will be commenced as soon as possible within the lifetime of the NDP 2021-
2030.  

The proposed measures for Portumna in the Flood Risk Management Plan include:

- Construction of new flood defences (over 430m of flood wall and approximately 870m of 
flood embankment)

- Installation of a simple flood-forecasting unit, including an addition of telemetry to an 
existing hydrometric gauge to send warning messages when water level reaches a specified 
trigger point.
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- Raised road level over a length of 20m along the north of Portumna Harbour.

- Vertical Sector Gate to act as a barrier to flooding across the entrance to Portumna Har-
bour to prevent the inlet receiving flood water directly from the Shannon. The structure would 
consist of a set of gates

- which could be closed after a flood warning, and open during normal conditions to allow 
the passage of boats.

- Maintain existing flood defences. 

- Raising public awareness of flooding issues.

- OPW has approved funding to Galway County Council for a Project Engineer to enable 
the Council to progress Flood Relief schemes in Ballinasloe, Clifden and, in time, Portumna.

In due course a Project Brief will be developed for the appointment of Consultants to prog-
ress a Flood Relief Scheme for Portumna, including environmental assessment and further 
public consultation, for refinement and preparation for planning / exhibition and, if appropriate, 
construction of the Flood Relief Scheme.   

11/11/2021WRO00900Commissions of Investigation

11/11/2021WRO01000244. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the number of commissions of investigation currently ongoing; the duration of each 
commission of investigation; the deadline for each commission of investigation; and the actual 
and projected cost of each commission of investigation. [54098/21]

11/11/2021WRO01100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am advised that there are no ongoing commissions of investigation in progress 
within the remit of my Department at this time.  

11/11/2021WRO01200Tourism Industry

11/11/2021WRO01300245. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the strategies to address labour supply and skills requirements in the tourism and 
hospitality sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55123/21]

11/11/2021WRO01400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department and Fáilte Ireland are collaborating with industry and other Govern-
ment Departments to ensure that there is a coordinated approach to addressing the labour and 
skills shortages in tourism.

Work is currently underway by Fáilte Ireland to understand the views of employers and 
employees around the skills and labour force challenges facing the sector. Fáilte Ireland is also 
engaging with the recruitment sector and undertaking an international review to understand the 
experience of other sectors and other destinations. This programme of work will inform the 
agency’s work plans on how to support businesses to drive change, retain talent and build the 
appeal of working in the industry.  

Fáilte Ireland carried out a number of activities in 2021 supporting the industry’s recruit-
ment drive for reopening including chairing the Tourism and Hospitality Careers Oversight 
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Group, delivering a multi-channel #BeThePulse Recruitment Awareness Campaign, promoting 
and enhancing tourismcareers.ie website and working with education providers and with the 
Department of Social Protection to promote the Government’s Pathways to Work strategy.  

11/11/2021WRO01500Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRO01600246. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans for a full return of indoor sports; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55118/21]

11/11/2021WRO01700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-
eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society could  
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means:

- The use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certificate) will be re-
quired for accessing indoor sporting activities and events. 

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures.

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods.

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities.

- For spectators, the use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events.

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity

11/11/2021WRO01900Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRO01950247. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the position regarding the processing of applications for the sports capital and 
equipment programme; if an announcement will be made in the coming weeks; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55119/21]

11/11/2021WRO02000248. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the processing of applications to the sports capital and equipment 
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programme; if the processing of applications remains likely to be concluded before the end of 
2021; if more details can be provided on the significant additional grants allocated to the sports 
capital and equipment programme as mentioned in Budget 2022; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55196/21]

11/11/2021WRO02200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 and 247 together.

The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is the primary vehicle for Govern-
ment support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Over 13,000 projects have now benefited 
from sports capital funding since 1998, bringing the total allocations in that time to over €1 
billion. 

On 30 November 2020, Minister Martin and I announced that a new 2020 round of the Pro-
gramme was opening with at least €40 million available to allocate. The original closing date 
for applications was 12 February 2021 but in view of difficulties some applicants were encoun-
tering as a result of Covid restrictions, this deadline was extended until 1 March 2021.  By this 
closing date, 3,106 applications had been submitted seeking over €200m in funding.  This is the 
highest number of applications ever received.

The scoring system and assessment procedures were finalised and published earlier this year 
and all applications are being assessed in accordance with these procedures. 

Approximately one thousand of the submitted applications were for ‘equipment-only’ proj-
ects. These applications were assessed first and grants with a total value of €16.6m were an-
nounced on 6 August 2021. The letter of provisional allocation encouraged all grantees to draw 
down this funding before year-end if possible and in recent weeks my Department has been 
prioritising the payments of all existing grants. Ensuring that as many older grants as possible 
are paid before year-end will maximise the funding available to allocate for the 2020 capital 
SCEP applications.

In relation to these 2020 capital SCEP applications, assessment work is continuing and 
every effort is being made to have it complete as quickly as possible. Given the record number 
of applications received however, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have these 
assessments complete. 

In relation to the funding available to allocate, as already stated, the payment of as many 
older grants as possible before the end of this year will help increase the potential allocation 
amount for these remaining capital applications. I am pleased that following completion of 
the 2022 budget discussions, at least €34.535m has been provided for the SCEP in 2022. This 
represents an increase of €6.6m on the 2021 allocation. This will cover all existing allocations 
under older rounds of the Programme plus significant new allocations for the 2020 Capital ap-
plications. Every effort will be made to fund as many worthwhile projects as possible while 
providing a sufficient level of grant to ensure the projects are viable.  

11/11/2021WRO02300Departmental Reports

11/11/2021WRO02400249. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the report from the Future of Media Commission; when it is likely to 
be published; if details will be provided on the supports being put in place for local media and 
particularly local print media; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55197/21]



Questions - Written Answers

150

11/11/2021WRO02500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The local media sector has faced a fall in revenue arising from the pandemic, but also 
faces longer term challenges as a result of changing patterns of media consumption, technology 
and shifts in advertising revenue to online services.  I recognise the essential role that the local 
media plays and the particular value of local and regional newspapers, in sharing reliable and 
relevant local news and bringing communities together.

In terms of supports for the local print sector, I understand that at least €4.4 million was 
spent by Government on regional and local print advertising from March 2020 to April 2021.  
Recently, my Department’s campaign for Cruinniú na nÓg included a spend of €187,000 on 
local print advertising.

Since I assumed formal responsibility for the media sector in September 2020, I have met 
key stakeholders including NewsBrands, Local Ireland and the National Union of Journalists 
(NUJ).  In relation to the local radio sector, I have received quarterly reports from the Broad-
casting Authority of Ireland, analysing how COVID-19 has affected Independent Radio.  My 
officials continue to engage with all relevant stakeholders in order to explore the issues arising 
and build an understanding of the range of challenges facing the sector.

The Future of Media Commission, chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, held its inaugural 
meeting on 29 October 2020.  It was tasked with considering the future of print, broadcast, and 
online media in a platform agnostic fashion. The future of local media and local print media fell 
within its remit.

The Commission engaged comprehensively with stakeholders, including broadcasters, jour-
nalists, publishers, regional media and the wider public. The first phase of the Future of Media 
Commission public consultation, which ran from December 12th 2020 to January 8th 2021, 
resulted in over 800 written submissions from stakeholder groups and the general public on a 
wide range of themes, including many submissions from local media organisations.

At the end of January 2021, the Commission began a series of thematic dialogues through 
online webinars in which panels of experts explored key themes in more depth and answered 
follow-up questions from the virtual audience and the Commission members.  Local Media 
played an active part in these dialogues. 

The work of the Future of Media Commission has now been completed.  The report of the 
Commission has been submitted to An Taoiseach and myself and we are currently considering 
its contents in advance of bringing the matter to Government., after which the report will be 
published.  

11/11/2021WRO02600Departmental Meetings

11/11/2021WRO02700250. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 5 of 5 October 2021 and her comments 
in Dáil Éireann in relation to same, if minutes are published or taken in respect of the fortnightly 
meetings that take place between her Department and Galway 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55235/21]

11/11/2021WRO02800251. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to the publication of a report (details supplied), the role of the Ministe-
rial nominee who sat on the board of Galway 2020; the details of the reporting requirements on 
the Departmental official; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55236/21]
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11/11/2021WRO02900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 and 251 together.

I can confirm that minutes are taken at the fortnightly meetings between my Department and 
Galway 2020. 

The role of the Ministerial nominee on the board of Galway 2020 involved keeping the 
Department appraised of the work of the Board and reporting on progress on the cultural pro-
gramme. It also involved reporting to the Board on any issues which the Department may raise 
from time to time and advising the Board of Galway 2020 on key policies in the culture sector 
relevant to the implementation of the Capital of Culture and enabling collaboration between 
Galway 2020 and other national stakeholders as appropriate.  

The appointment of a representative of the Minister to serve on the board of Galway 2020 
is provided for in the Performance Delivery Agreement  between my Department and Galway 
2020. Since 2017, there have been two successive Ministerial appointments to the board of 
Galway 2020. Both representatives have been external to the Department, have possessed ex-
perience of governance and the Irish arts sector and have been active and valued members of 
the board.

  Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 250.

11/11/2021WRP00200School Curriculum

11/11/2021WRP00300252. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the engagement she has had with the Minister for Education on the potential 
inclusion of soccer coaching as a transition year subject in second level schools. [54704/21]

11/11/2021WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Minister Martin and I met Minister Foley earlier this year 
to discuss physical activity in the school setting generally.

I will soon be launching a Sports Action Plan covering the period to end-2023 which will 
include a number of actions involving increased collaboration between my Department and 
the Department of Education aimed at securing increased levels of sport and physical activity 
amongst school children. A meeting in that context has been arranged for later this month and 
the matter raised by the Deputy can be explored further in that setting.

11/11/2021WRP00500Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRP00600253. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the funding that has been made available over the past three years to the vari-
ous GAA county boards to upgrade and improve county grounds and stadiums. [54849/21]

11/11/2021WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is 
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical rec-
reation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. 
The GAA and its county boards are entitled to apply directly for Sports Capital and Equipment 
Programme funding up to a value of €300,000 for assistance to upgrade and improve county 
grounds and stadiums.
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The latest (2020) round of the SCEP closed for applications on Monday 1st March 2021. By 
the closing date, over 3,100 applications were submitted seeking over €200m in funding. This 
is the highest number of applications ever received. Approximately one thousand of the submit-
ted applications were for ‘equipment-only’ projects. These applications were assessed first and 
grants with a total value of €16.6m were announced on the 6th August. The remaining applica-
tions for capital works are now being assessed. This work is ongoing with allocations for all 
successful applications expected to be announced in the coming months. Once these allocations 
are finalised an announcement will be made in relation to the next call for applications.

The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) is designed for projects where the 
grant sought is greater than the maximum available under the SCEP. The first allocations un-
der the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and, thus far, approximately €86.4m has been 
awarded to 33 different proposals.  Of those 33 proposals, 5 were identified by the GAA, LGFA 
and Camogie Association as being consistent with their national strategies for the development 
of their sport. Of those 5 grants,  3 are for improvements to county grounds.

The priority in the short term is to advance all of these projects. As it is now over 18 months 
since the first allocations were made, and in view of the issues faced by grantees as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, it is timely to review progress on all projects. My Department is en-
gaging with all grantees in this regard. The timing of any new call for proposals is also being 
considered and it is expected that the Review will be completed shortly.

Details of all allocations, including those made for county grounds, under the SCEP since 
2000 are published at ww.gov.ie/en/collection/471ed5-sports-capital-allocations/. Details of the 
allocations made under the LSSIF are available at www.gov.ie/en/service/4113b3-large-scale-
sport-infrastructure-fund-lssif/.

11/11/2021WRP00800Tourism Industry

11/11/2021WRP00900254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which she can assist the tourism sector in the short to medium-
term given the continued existence of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55438/21]

11/11/2021WRP01000255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which her Department continues to monitor and evaluate the 
damage done to the tourism sector by Covid-19 with a view to identifying the means necessary 
to offer assistance in the time ahead with particular reference to the need to ensure full recovery; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55439/21]

11/11/2021WRP01100256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the ongoing proposals to assist the tourism sector in its recovery from Co-
vid-19 given the ongoing presence of the virus; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55440/21]

11/11/2021WRP01200257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which she is in continuous contact with all aspects of the tour-
ism sector with a view to maximising her Department’s advice and assistance in the face of the 
persistent challenge of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55441/21]

11/11/2021WRP01300258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the bulk of the submissions she has received from the tourism sector in the 
context of the utilisation of every possible means of revival and recovery in the face of the 
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ongoing presence of the Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55442/21]

11/11/2021WRP01400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 254 to 258, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, our tourism sector has been devastated by the impacts of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and in that regard, my primary focus since taking office has been on the 
survival of the sector.    A Tourism Recovery Taskforce was appointed in 2020 to prepare a 
Tourism Recovery Plan with recommendations on how best the Irish tourism sector can adapt 
and recover in a changed tourism environment as a result of the crisis. The Taskforce undertook 
a public consultation process that garnered over 800 responses, including submissions from 60 
organisations. This input helped guide and influence the key pillars of the report and informed 
the recommendations in terms of the survival and recovery phases for the sector.

The Taskforce presented the Tourism Recovery Plan 2020 – 2023 to me in September 2020. 
The Plan makes a number of recommendations to help tourism businesses to survive, stabilise 
and recover from the COVID pandemic. In December 2020, I appointed a Recovery Oversight 
Group, who report to me on a regular basis with updates on the implementation of the recom-
mendations set out in the Recovery Plan and on the recovery of the sector.

I regularly meet with and remain open to engaging with, a wide variety of tourism stake-
holders and representative bodies. The Hospitality and Tourism Forum, which the Tánaiste and 
I established, continues to provide a platform for structured engagement between the Hospi-
tality and Tourism sectors, the tourism agencies and relevant Government Departments. The 
purpose of the Forum is to allow key issues to be discussed, with a view to identifying practical 
actions which could be taken by Government or by industry itself, to support the sectors.

In Budget 2022, I secured a record level of funding for tourism that will address short-term 
survival-related concerns and also enable recovery across industry as we reopen to international 
tourism and begin to transition to a more sustainable future. This includes a €35 million in-
crease in the Tourism Marketing Fund in 2022, to accelerate the return of international tourism 
to Ireland.  Budget 2022 also included a provision of €50 million for further business continuity 
support for strategic tourism businesses that can help drive the sustainable recovery of our tour-
ism sector; and an additional provision for skills development and staff retention.

There is increasing recognition that tourism growth must be sustainable, as well as being 
consistent with our sectoral climate change targets and commitments. In that regard, I know that 
Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland are working towards the longer term goal of ensuring that we 
are successfully marketed as a sustainable tourism destination.

The work of the Recovery Oversight Group, in addition to my on-going engagement with 
industry stakeholders and representatives, will inform future policy considerations as I continue 
to work, alongside my Government colleagues, to support the tourism sector over the coming 
year and beyond.

  Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 254.

  Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 254.

  Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 254.

  Question No. 258 answered with Question No. 254.

11/11/2021WRP01900Culture Policy



Questions - Written Answers

154

11/11/2021WRP02000259. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the initiatives she has taken or proposes to take to encourage cultural activi-
ties throughout the country with particular reference to ongoing challenges such as Covid-19 
or other threats in the short and medium-term; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55443/21]

11/11/2021WRP02100261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which her Department has assisted with community-based arts 
and cultural activities, by county, in the past 12 months; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55445/21]

11/11/2021WRP02200262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which her Department continues to liaise with cultural and arts 
groups, including the performing arts; if she is satisfied with the progress in this regard; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55446/21]

11/11/2021WRP02300263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which her Department, directly or through the Arts Council and 
Kildare County Council, has assisted with productions at a club (details supplied); her propos-
als for do so in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55447/21]

11/11/2021WRP02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 259 and 261 to 263, inclusive, together.

The all-of Government Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022, led by my Department, 
seeks to enable each citizen to realise their full creative potential. Under its Creative Communi-
ties initiative, annual funding is provided to the 31 local authorities to enable them implement 
their individual Culture and Creativity Strategies 2018-2022 and to support the delivery of Cru-
inniú na nÓg, the national day of free creative activities for children and young people.

During 2020, funding to local authorities by the Programme substantially increased to sup-
port the delivery of the strategies, including responding to COVID-19. This higher level of 
funding was maintained in 2021, including the continuation of the Creativity in Older Age 
Scheme. The scheme invited local authorities, directly and/or through partnerships with cre-
ative operators or organisations in the community, to deliver initiatives that supported positive 
aging, mitigated the negative impact of social cocooning and social distancing, and developed 
new forms of creative engagement for older people that accommodated prevailing public health 
guidance in the community and for residential care facilities.  Funding allocated to the Local 
Authorities through Creative Communities from January 2020 to date will be sent directly to 
the Deputy.

The Culture and Creativity Team in Kildare County Council delivered a wide range of 
community based initiatives that engaged cultural and arts groups. These included the Lock-
down Art Exhibition 2020 at the John Sullivan Day Centre in Clane and the Kildare Covid-19 
Notebook project which engaged older people and those who were cocooning. Building on a 
very successful public art intervention, two artworks (murals) exploring local fauna, flora and 
biodiversity were delivered in Monasterevin Town with additional support provided by my de-
partment in 2021 to continue the initiative.

My Department has funded a wide range of activities in the cultural sphere, many of which 
involve the online presentation of events that would normally have taken place live and in-
person. These include a myriad of online performances, events such as Cruinniú na nÓg and a 
wide range of activities presented by Ireland’s National Cultural Institutions.
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I am acutely aware of the devastating impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the arts/
culture and live entertainment sectors. To support the industry through this difficult period I 
have to date allocated funding for a suite of measures designed to sustain and support live per-
formance and employment opportunities in the sector, including the following schemes detailed 
below.

Scheme Allocation
Live Performance Support Scheme 2021 (LPSS2021) €25m
Music and Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme 
(MEBAS I, II &amp; MEBAS Phase 2)

€4m

Event Sector Covid Support Scheme (€11.5m of which 
was funded via transfer from D/ETE) and ESCSS Phase 2

€16.5m

Local Live Performance Programming Scheme (LLPPS) €5m
Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme €5m
Patrick’s Day Festival €1m

In July 2020, my Department opened up a new funding scheme, Stream D of the Cultural 
Capital Scheme 2019-2022 as a direct response to the COVID 19 crisis. The primary focus of 
the scheme is the capital adaptations, renovations or supply of equipment necessary for arts and 
culture facilities to help them reopen safely and to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in these 
facilities. The theatre to which the Deputy refers applied under this scheme in November 2020 
and was awarded €10,000 towards the cost of live streaming equipment including cameras, 
network, video production system and its associated installation. This funding was fully drawn 
down in June 2021.

The Arts Council is the agency through which Government support for the arts sector is 
delivered. In 2021, I allocated a record €130m to the Arts Council to provide for the arts sec-
tor including those in the performing arts. Details of Arts Council funding of arts organisations 
is  published on its website.

11/11/2021WRP02500Culture Policy

11/11/2021WRP02600260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which her Department has assisted with cultural activities in the 
past year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55444/21]

11/11/2021WRP02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I was very cognisant of the challenges the restrictions caused for the arts/culture and 
live entertainment industry in 2021.  I allocated over €60m to support the sector and drive em-
ployment opportunities through the introduction of the following schemes:

- €25m Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS)

- €16.5m Events Sector Covid Support Scheme (ESCSS)

- €10m Local Live Performance Support Scheme (LLPSS)

- €4m Music and Entertainment Support Scheme (MEBAS)

- €5m Commercial Entertainment Capital Grant Scheme (CECGS) and

- €1m St. Patricks Festival.
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I have allocated €25m for the live entertainment sector as part of Budget 2022 and I am ex-
amining the supports in place for the sector to ensure that available resources are best deployed 
to meet the needs of the sector to ensure a full recovery is possible.

As part of Budget 2022, I have maintained the Arts Council allocation at the record-level of 
€130m. This allocation will allow the Arts Council to continue to protect jobs and livelihoods 
of artists, and assist arts organisations through financial difficulties.

Other priorities for Budget 2022 was to secure €25m in funding for a pilot Basic Income 
Guarantee Scheme for artists and arts workers. I plan to launch this pilot scheme early in 2022.

Culture Ireland, which operates under the aegis of my Department, promotes Irish arts 
worldwide. While traditionally funding was being offered towards travel and travel related 
costs only, owing to COVID-19, since early 2020 support is also offered towards presentation 
by Irish artists online.  In response to the quickly changing situation over the past 19 months, 
Culture Ireland has increased the frequency of its grant rounds from 3 to 6 per year.

 The global pandemic also gave rise to Culture Ireland’s Ireland Performs initiative which 
was an early direct response allowing Irish artists to connect from their locality with global 
audiences online. It was followed by SEODA online festival celebrating St Patrick’s Day which 
was curated and delivered on Culture Ireland’s YouTube channel.

In late 2020,  Music Industry Stimulus Package with  a fund of €1.7m was put in place to 
stimulate areas of work usually funded with income from artists’ own sources, including live 
event fees. The music stimulus schemes was targeted at professional musicians and their teams 
and supported song writing camps, recording and album releases.

To date almost €1.9m was spent by Culture Ireland on support for individual artists, art or-
ganisations and annually funded initiatives in 2021.

  Question No. 261 answered with Question No. 259.

  Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 259.

  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 259.

11/11/2021WRQ00300Irish Language

11/11/2021WRQ00400264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the proposals for her ongoing support of the Irish language; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55448/21]

11/11/2021WRQ00500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): As the Deputy is aware, the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish 
Language 2010-2030 and the accompanying Action Plan for the Irish Language (Plean Gníom-
haíochta 2018-2022) represents state policy for the Irish language and Gaeltacht regions.

The Strategy and Action Plan have cross-departmental ownership and, accordingly, respon-
sibility for implementation falls on a number of Government Departments, bodies and Irish lan-
guage and Gaeltacht organisations. The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport, Gaeltacht 
and Media is responsible for coordinating its implementation.

The Action Plan and the second annual progress report published recently, covering the 18 
month period from 1 July 2019 to 31 December 2020, present a clear overview of the 180 or so 
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actions being advanced by c. 60 stakeholders in support of the language and Gaeltacht regions.  

A copy of the Action Plan, together with the aforementioned progress report, can be found 
on the Department’s website at www.gov.ie.

I might also point out that an additional exchequer allocation of €7m has been provided in 
Budget 2022 for the Irish language and Gaeltacht sectors, ultimately meaning that total funding 
in excess of €85m is being deployed in support of the Irish language via my Department alone 
next year.

A budget allocation of €5.8m will be made available in 2022 to support the Language Plan-
ning Process.  This will enable my Department to fund both Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras na 
Gaeilge who are tasked under the Gaeltacht Act 2012 with supporting the language planning 
process.  It will also enable my Department to support, at a central level, organisations which 
operate in the Early Years and Childhood, Family and Traditional Arts sectors as an additional 
support to the language planning process.  

I should also add that my Department provides significant co-funding to Foras na Gaeilge 
to carry out its statutory mandate under the British-Irish Agreement Act 1999, to promote the 
Irish language on an all-island basis. This funding, along with funding from the Department 
for Communities in Northern Ireland, enables Foras na Gaeilge to provide support, advice and 
financial assistance to many community language groups and to its six lead organisations, who 
are working to promote the Irish language on an all-island basis.

Finally, as the Deputy may be aware, the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill 2019 is 
progressing through the Oireachtas at present.  The primary purpose of the Bill is to amend the 
Official Languages Act 2003 with a view to increasing and improving the provision of public 
services through the Irish language. 

I am confident that these measures will improve the use of the Irish language in the provi-
sion of State services in the years to come. 

11/11/2021WRQ00600Sport and Recreational Development

11/11/2021WRQ00700265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the extent to which her Department proposes to assist the sporting and recre-
ational interests throughout Ireland in 2022; the extent to which she expects grant or other aid 
to feature directly or indirectly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55449/21]

11/11/2021WRQ00800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): In Budget 2022, the Government announced over €181 mil-
lion in funding for sport next year, an increase of almost €11 million compared to the 2021 Re-
vised Estimate. Current expenditure funding for Sport Ireland for 2022 will be €96 million, an 
increase of over €4m from 2021. This funding will enable Sport Ireland to continue to support 
the sport sector as it recovers from the challenges of Covid. It will also allow continued grant 
funding support for sporting bodies through Sport Ireland’s range of funding programmes. 

My Department’s Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is the primary vehicle 
for Government support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase 
of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. At least €34.5 million has been pro-
vided for the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme in 2022, which will cover all existing 
allocations under older rounds of the Programme plus significant new allocations for the 2020 
Capital applications. 



Questions - Written Answers

158

We are also continuing our investment in larger sporting facility projects with at least €14.6 
million being made available for the Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund next year.

11/11/2021WRQ00900Cyberbullying Issues

11/11/2021WRQ01000266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the nature of her proposals to ensure the elimination of abuses such as bul-
lying and intimidation through social media; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55450/21]

11/11/2021WRQ01100267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if further action is required to address bullying and intimidation through social 
media; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55451/21]

11/11/2021WRQ01200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 266 and 267 together.

The Online Safety and Media Regulation (OSMR) Bill will establish a multi-person Media 
Commission, including an Online Safety Commissioner, dissolve the Broadcasting Authority 
of Ireland, establish regulatory frameworks for online safety and the regulation of audiovisual 
media services, and transpose the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive.

It will be the role of the Online Safety Commissioner to oversee the regulatory framework 
for online safety. As part of the framework, the Commissioner will devise binding online safety 
codes that will set out how regulated online services, including social media services, are ex-
pected to deal with certain defined categories of harmful online content on their platforms. The 
defined categories of harmful online content include criminal material, serious cyber-bullying 
material and material promoting self-harm, suicide and eating disorders.

Under the measures proposed in the OSMR Bill, in the event of a failure to comply with a 
relevant online safety code, and subject to Court approval, the Media Commission will have 
the power to sanction non-compliant online services, including through financial sanctions of 
up to €20m or 10% of turnover.

The Deputy may wish to note also that An Garda Síochána will remain the appropriate 
authority to investigate individual instances of criminal material online and refer alleged perpe-
trators for prosecution by the Director of Public Prosecutions. The OSMR Bill is focussed on 
ensuring that there is appropriate oversight of the systems that designated online services have 
in place to deal with such content.

In terms of progress, the Joint Oireachtas Committee (JOC) for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Sport and Media recently published its pre-legislative scrutiny report in relation to the General 
Scheme of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill.  The 33 recommendations contained 
in the report raise a wide range of important issues and highlight the scale and complexity of 
the matters to be addressed in the Bill. These recommendations are now being given careful 
consideration, following which the detailed drafting process being undertaken by the Office of 
the Attorney General will be finalised.  The next steps will be publication of the Bill and it will 
then be brought forward for passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

I am pleased to note also that €5.5 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to establish a new 
regulator, the Media Commission, under the OSMR Bill, including an Online Safety Com-
missioner.  While the Commission will ultimately be funded by an industry levy, this start-up 
funding will enable the Commission to begin work on key issues and to hit the ground running 
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following the enactment of the Bill in 2022.

  Question No. 267 answered with Question No. 266.

11/11/2021WRQ01400Departmental Strategies

11/11/2021WRQ01500268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the degree to which her Department can address issues of urban and rural de-
privation by way of access to services run by her Department; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55453/21]

11/11/2021WRQ01600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 published earlier this year sets 
out the actions that my Department will take over the coming period to enrich the quality of 
life in Ireland through supporting the development of tourism, culture, arts, sports, media and 
Irish language.  In addition to their immense inherent value, these are valued by all of our com-
munities as important resources for social cohesion, individual and community wellbeing and 
for the presentation of Ireland as an attractive destination for tourism and sustainable inward 
investment. 

In addition to the core Departmental goals set out in this document, a number of cross cut-
ting-goals have been incorporated into the Department’s objectives which will be reflected in 
our policies and programmes over the lifetime of this Statement of Strategy including support-
ing and promoting diversity, social inclusion and full and effective female participation across 
the Department’s sectors and society in line with Programme for Government commitments.

While my Department is not engaged in the direct delivery of services to individual mem-
bers of the public my Department will continue to support these objectives through participa-
tion in programmes such as the Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2020-2025 and Our Rural Future 
2021-2025 both of which come under the remit of the Minister for Rural and Community De-
velopment.

Examples of the way in which my Department is contributing to these objectives include 
the following.

- In the area of Sport we will seek to target resources at programmes that seek to address 
inequalities in sports participation, in particular socio-economic disadvantage through the work 
of the Local Sports Partnerships and prioritizing capital investment in sports facilities in areas 
of historic low levels of participation and deprivation.  

- Harnessing the creative potential of our people and communities is key element of the Cre-
ative Communities pillar of the Creative Ireland Programme.  The Creative Ireland Programme 
has established a Culture and Creativity Team and is working  with local authorities across the 
country each of which has created to a five-year Culture and Creativity Strategy 2017 – 2022 
to enable people are working together to transform their communities, their lives and their en-
vironment through creativity.   

- In addition to this the Creative Youth Plan, published by the Government in December 
2017 proposes a long-term objective to help promote a society in which knowledge and cre-
ativity are equal partners in the formation of our young people and where schools can support 
creativity and innovation in teaching and learning in an integrated way.  For example, among 
the initiatives being progressed under this programme Story Seeds, which was piloted by Fight-
ing Words in January this year with DEIS schools in North Inner City Dublin.  Story Seeds is 
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designed to engage young people through creative writing, to help them articulate their own 
life stories so that they can better understand their own experiences and their place in the world.  
In May this year, I announced funding to extend this project to schools, as well as voluntary 
and community groups, in other areas of Dublin City, Cork City, Limerick City, Bray, and 
Drogheda. 

- Furthermore under the DEIS Gaeltachta initiative, the Department provides funding for 50 
scholarships annually worth c. €850 each to qualifying students attending DEIS post-primary 
schools to cover the cost of attending an Irish Language Summer College in the Gaeltacht, thus 
making the Gaeltacht experience available to students from all socio-economic backgrounds.

I welcome the Deputy’s interest in this matter and trust that the above is of assistance to 
him in appreciating the contribution of my Department to the promotion of social inclusion and 
cohesion across the country.

11/11/2021WRQ01700Sports Funding

11/11/2021WRQ01800269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the Chief State Solicitor’s Office cleared a sports capital grant for payment 
for a club (details supplied); if so, when payment is likely to issue; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55457/21]

11/11/2021WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The GAA Club to which the Deputy refers, was provision-
ally allocated a grant of €81,500 under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme (SCP) for the de-
velopment of an artificial playing surface and a further €83,343 under the 2018 SCP towards 
the provision of floodlights and non-personal sports equipment. In accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the SCP, due to the value of the grants received by the club in the past, it is 
necessary to execute a Deed of Covenant and Charge in order to protect the public investment in 
the facility. These requirements were communicated to the club at provisional allocation stage 
and it was made clear that formal approval could not issue until the legal requirements were 
finalised. 

I understand that my Department’s legal advisor, the Chief State Solicitor’s Office (CSSO), 
has been in regular contact with the club’s solicitors in relation to some outstanding documen-
tation. In this regard the CSSO has advised my officials that it first sought the required legal 
documentation on 6 November 2019. The CSSO has contacted the club’s solicitors on a number 
of occasions subsequently seeking this documentation. I understand that the club’s solicitor has 
been in contact with the CSSO in recent days but the matter is not yet finalised. 

It will not be possible to provide formal approval for the provisionally allocated grants until 
the CSSO confirms that all legal formalities have been completed.  Once the CSSO confirma-
tion is received there will be no undue delay in progressing the allocations to formal approval 
stage and subsequently paying the grants subject to the other necessary documentation being 
submitted by the club.

11/11/2021WRQ02000Disability Services

11/11/2021WRQ02100270. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if disability access assessments have been conducted at theatres (details supplied); 
the process by which such assessments are monitored; and if she will make a statement on the 
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matter. [55463/21]

11/11/2021WRQ02200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s sets a high priority on diversity and inclusion across all of the func-
tions under its remit.  This is reflected in my Department’s Statement of Strategy 2021 - 2023 
which sets out a range of sector specific objectives but also a number of cross cutting goals 
have been incorporated into the Department’s objectives which will be reflected in our policies 
and programmes over the lifetime of this Statement of Strategy.  This includes a commitment 
to support and promote diversity, social inclusion and full and effective female participation 
across the Department’s sectors and society in line with Programme for Government commit-
ments.  

This is further emphasised in Culture 2025, published in January 2020 by my Department, 
which is a Policy Framework that defines the scope and sets the direction for Government poli-
cy in the whole cultural field.  This national framework policy is based on three key principles: 

Recognising the value of culture and creativity to the individual and society

Supporting creative practice and cultural participation; and 

Cherishing our cultural heritage.

The policy recognises that  a healthy cultural and creative life is important for both the indi-
vidual and for society and that participation in cultural activities can enrich our lives. As such, 
it is important that the right of people to access, participate in and shape our culture should 
be recognised throughout their lives, from early childhood right through to old age.  The Arts 
Council have also published policies in relation to the arts and disability.

In terms of accessibility standards for buildings, these standards are set out in the Techni-
cal Guidance Document M on Access and Use under Building Regulations and published by 
the Department of Housing, Heritage and Local Government.  Compliance with requirements 
in this regard is a  matter in the first instance for the theatres concerned.  Any issues relating 
to failure to provide access required under the law is a matter for the planning authorities and 
individual local authorities. 

The theatres to which the Deputy refers are in separate local authority areas.  Over the past 
20 years, both have received capital funding from my Department. One of the standard condi-
tions of capital grants is the grantee’s confirmation that that they are in compliance with all 
Health and Safety regulations. 

11/11/2021WRQ02300Departmental Reports

11/11/2021WRQ02400271. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the report by the night-time economy task force; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55464/21]

11/11/2021WRQ02500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Night-time Economy is a hugely important sector, contributing to our economy 
and our cultural and creative sectors and it is important that we protect, support and sustain it 
– particularly as we begin to emerge out of this pandemic and we start to think about how and 
where we socialise and how we plan our city and town centres.

The Report of the Night-Time Economy Taskforce was noted by Government on 15 Septem-
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ber and was published and launched thereafter.  A copy of the report can be accessed through 
this link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/c1ba7-report-of-the-night-time-economy-taskforce/ 

The Report contains 36 practical recommendations in the area of regulation, licensing, plan-
ning, transport, safety and increasing the diversity of activities as part of the night-time offering.  
A robust implementation structure is currently being established to ensure that the recommen-
dations are implemented in full and also, importantly, that the document remains current and 
that new ideas and new developments are included as the work progresses.

I am working with colleagues across Government and stakeholders to drive the implementa-
tion of the various actions in this Report and work is well underway to implement the actions.  
I was delighted to support a series of late night events across the country as part of this year’s 
Culture Night on foot of the Taskforce recommendation in this area. Progress is also being 
made by my own Department and other members of the Taskforce, working with stakeholders, 
in the development of responses to many of the other actions also.   

I look forward to continued progress across all areas of this Report over the coming months.

11/11/2021WRQ02600Commissions of Investigation

11/11/2021WRQ02700272. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of commissions of investigation currently ongoing; the duration of each com-
mission of investigation; the deadline for each commission of investigation; and the actual and 
projected cost of each commission of investigation. [54098/21]

11/11/2021WRQ02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There are no Commissions of Investigation currently underway concerning my Department.

11/11/2021WRQ02900National Parks

11/11/2021WRQ03000273. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of times that Glenveagh National Park had to close in 2021 as a result of the 
car park reaching capacity; and if his Department has liaised with the Minister of State with 
responsibility for the Office of Public Works to discuss the need for the expansion of the car 
parking facilities at Glenveagh National Park and to explain the adverse impact the current car 
parking limitations are having for tourism in the north west. [47908/21]

11/11/2021WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Glenveagh National Park is managed and owned by the National 
Park and Wildlife Service of my Department. The OPW has no role whatsoever in the manage-
ment of car parking at this site. 

At no point during 2021 has the National Park had to close as a result of the carpark being 
full. The car park itself, however, reached full capacity on 24 occasions during 2021, meaning 
for a limited period (usually less than 2 hours and generally between 12.30-2.30 pm) no further 
vehicular access was possible to the site, which remained open. Plenty of advance warnings 
were given through use of road signs and information on social media and our website.

My Department is well aware of the value of Glenveagh National park to the economy of 
the North West via tourism and it attracts more than 200,000 visitors to the region per annum. 
As the Deputy will appreciate, the National Park is first and foremost an area of high ecological 
natural heritage value and beauty. Capacity challenges in National Parks, nature reserves and 
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scenic protected areas cannot simply be addressed through expanding car-parking alone. Any 
measures to reduce such pressures on habitats and natural amenities must be sensitive to their 
protected status and to the carrying capacity of the site itself.

In this regard, my Department has developed a draft Visitor Experience Development and 
Management Plan (VEDMP) for Glenveagh National Park  in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland, 
working with a multi-disciplinary team at Consarc Design Group. The Plan will facilitate im-
proved visitor access and address visitor capacity issues. The key objective of the VEDMP is 
to create a sustainable balance between enhancing Glenveagh as a major visitor destination 
based on outdoor recreation, trail networks, and direct experiences with nature, and conserving 
its natural, built and cultural heritage.  The VEDMP plan has been designed to be rolled out in 
interconnected phases over a number of years.

The range of features within the Plan is truly ambitious. They include, to name just a few:

- a new visitor Gateway Hub and trailhead at the entrance to the Park; 

- repurposing of the existing visitor centre and of several historic estate service buildings;

- construction of a new contemporary restaurant, shop and visitor services building;

- enhancement and extension of trail network; 

- conservation and restoration of historic rooms at Glenveagh Castle;

- expanded parking capacity.

11/11/2021WRR00200Housing Schemes

11/11/2021WRR00300274. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if the rules in respect of the housing assistance payment, HAP, can be reviewed in or-
der that a couple or person in a house sharing arrangement can claim HAP (details supplied). 
[55321/21]

11/11/2021WRR00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme is deemed to be a social housing support 
under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014. As a long term housing support, an 
assessment of housing need must be completed in order for a household to qualify for HAP. Any 
household with an identified housing need is eligible for HAP.   

 In order for housing assistance to be provided under the Act the housing authority must 
be satisfied that the tenancy concerned is or would be a tenancy in good faith.   Where there 
is a family relationship between the tenant and the landlord, the housing authority may seek 
evidence of a previous landlord and tenant relationship between a landlord and HAP applicant.  
This evidence may include:

- Proof of rent payments;

- A lease or tenancy agreement for the property; and

- Registration of the tenancy with the Residential Tenancies Board.

In order for a housing authority to be satisfied that a tenancy is or would be in good faith; the 
onus is on the applicant and landlord to prove that what is being proposed is a bona fide tenancy.  
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HAP support is available to tenants in rent a room scheme arrangements; however, the rental 
of a room to a civil partner, son or daughter are excluded from this scheme.  HAP cannot be paid 
where the tenant is seeking to rent within the family home. 

The day-to-day operation of the social housing system is a matter for the relevant local 
authority and it is a matter for the local authority to assess a household’s eligibility for social 
housing supports.

11/11/2021WRR00500Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRR00600275. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which his Department will consider further changes in the regulations 
relating to eligibility for local authority housing given that the income limits beyond which a 
person on the housing lists can actually be considered for rehousing are unrealistic; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55418/21]

11/11/2021WRR00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for so-
cial housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Universal 
Social Charge and Additional Superannuation Contribution. The Policy provides for a range of 
income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that 
is temporary, short-term or once-off in nature. 

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10% and separately a 2.5% allowance for 
each child.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for so-



11 November 2021

165

cial housing supports in each local authority area is underway. As set out in Housing for All - a 
New Housing Plan for Ireland, the efficiency of the banding model and its application to local 
authorities will be considered. Equivalisation as between singles and families will also be con-
sidered. The review will also have regard to new initiatives being brought forward in terms of 
affordability and Cost Rental housing. I intend that the review will be completed this year.

11/11/2021WRR00800Housing Policy

11/11/2021WRR00900276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will initiate changes in the local authority and Rebuilding Ireland housing loan 
system to ensure that families paying a high rent, very often higher than what a mortgage would 
cost, can have a realistic opportunity of housing themselves by way of a loan from the local 
authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55419/21]

11/11/2021WRR01000292. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if consideration of the applicants’ history and duration of renting will be taken as a 
means of reducing the deposit requirement in respect of affordable housing in order to alleviate 
the burden on families seeking Rebuilding Ireland and local authority loans given that renting 
costs are in many cases higher than mortgage costs; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55436/21]

11/11/2021WRR01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 276 and 292 together.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which is operated by my Department, is designed to 
enable creditworthy first-time buyers, who are unable to access a mortgage from a commercial 
lender, to obtain sustainable mortgage lending to purchase a new or second-hand property. 

To support prudential lending and consistency of treatment for borrowers, a Loan to Value 
ratio of 90% applies to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan as per the Central Bank’s pruden-
tial lending guidelines. Therefore, in order to avail of the loan, applicants must have a deposit 
equivalent to 10% of the market value of the property. 

Further information is available on the dedicated website www.rebuildingirelandhomeloan.
ie 

For prospective purchasers of newly-built properties, the availability, through the Revenue 
Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may provide additional as-
sistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.

www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx

As part of Housing for All, I announced a reformed successor to the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan Scheme, the ‘Local Authority Home Loan’.  The Local Authority Home Loan will 
include an increase in the income ceiling for single applicants which will increase home owner-
ship in areas where house prices are higher. 

For counties where the scheme’s house price limit is €320,000 (Cork, Dublin, Galway, 
Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow), the income ceiling for a single applicant will be €65,000. 
This will be an increase of €15,000 on the €50,000 income ceiling under the current Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan scheme. In the rest of the country where the scheme’s house price limit is 
€250,000, the income ceiling for a single applicant will remain €50,000. The income ceiling 
for joint applicants is €75,000. This measure will have a significant impact on a single person’s 
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borrowing capacity and supports the policy objective of supporting home ownership.

I have already implemented a reduction of the mortgage interest rate for new borrowers by 
0.25% under the existing Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL), as from 10 September 2021. 
This reduction has helped make repayments more affordable for all borrowers and increases 
their borrowing capacity. This lower rate will be retained for mortgages issued under the forth-
coming Local Authority Home Loan scheme.

I look forward to announcing further details in respect of the Local Authority Home Loan 
in the coming months.

11/11/2021WRR01200Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRR01300277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will consider changes in the local authority housing loan and Rebuilding Ireland 
loan scheme with a view to improved rapidity to the processing of loans and a recognition of 
the need to revert to procedures associated with the Housing Act 1966 (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55420/21]

11/11/2021WRR01400280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the average time taken to process Rebuilding Ireland and local authority loans by each 
local authority by county in each of the past six years to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55423/21]

11/11/2021WRR01500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 277 and 280 together.

The Housing Agency underwriters provides a central support service which assesses appli-
cations for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recom-
mendations to the authorities to approve or refuse applications.

The Agency has confirmed the average turnaround time for applications to be assessed 
(from date received to date returned with recommendation) in October 2021 was 5 working 
days. However, some applications may take longer to assess due to the need to verify aspects 
of the application etc. 

Processing of a complete and valid application  by a local authority takes approximately 6-8 
weeks. This period may vary during the current COVID-19 pandemic and depending on the 
local authority. This is an estimate as my Department does not collect data on the average time 
taken by local authorities to process Rebuilding Ireland and local authority loans.

Each local authority must have in place a Credit Committee and it is a matter for the Com-
mittee to make the final decision on applications for loans, in accordance with the regulations, 
and having regard to the recommendations made by the Housing Agency.

11/11/2021WRR01600Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRR01700278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of affordable houses provided by or through the aegis of each local author-
ity by county in each of the past six years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55421/21]
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11/11/2021WRR01800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. 

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable homes inter-
ventions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by local authorities, Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partnership between 
the State and retail banks. The first local authority affordable purchase homes delivered under 
the Serviced Sites Fund will be delivered in December 2021.  To date, funding for approxi-
mately 4,000 affordable purchase homes has been awarded to local authorities nationally under 
the Serviced Sites/Affordable Housing Fund..

Delivery of affordable housing in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authority’s Housing Delivery Action Plan.  All homes made available 
under affordable housing schemes must adhere to eligibility criteria prescribed under the Act. 

Local authorities will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable hous-
ing, before the end of December 2021. This will allow each Local Authority, to determine any 
affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and Demand Assessment and 
plan the provision of affordable homes accordingly.

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme to primarily 
support affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level.

Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the Ministerial designation of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 allocated 
€35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost Rental 
homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenanting 
processes for further Cost Rental homes at Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and 
Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are currently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units will 
be delivered through this funding, with the initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area and 
Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All tar-
get of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022.

The Land Development Agency will deliver homes for both affordable purchase and Cost 
Rental.  The Housing for All strategy outlines how the Land Development Agency through Proj-
ect Tosaigh will seek to unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable 
homes.

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers.

11/11/2021WRR01900Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRR02000279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of Rebuilding Ireland and local authority loans approved by and drawn 
down in each local authority by county in each of the past six years to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55422/21]

11/11/2021WRR02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department regularly publishes information on the number and value of (i) local authority 
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loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that an 
official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). 

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has been made available nationwide from local authori-
ties since 1 February 2018. Approximately over 2,300 Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans have 
been drawn down since the commencement of this scheme. Statistics on this to Q1 2021 can 
be found under the heading “Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 2018 to date” at the below link. 

Loans approved and drawn down prior to 1 February 2018 can be found under the headings 
“LA loans approved by year 1976 to date” and “LA loans paid by individual LA 2010 to date” 
can also be found at the below link -

www.gov.ie/en/collection/42d2f-local-authority-loan-activity/#local-authority-loans-ap-
provedpaid 

This will be updated as updated figures are available.

  Question No. 280 answered with Question No. 277.

11/11/2021WRR02300Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRR02400281. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the steps being taken to ensure the elimination of delays likely to inhibit the provision 
of affordable or local authority housing in each of the past six years to date; the action taken 
or proposed to address this issue at an early date; the expected beneficial effect of changes by 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55424/21]

11/11/2021WRR02500285. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the current top ten administrative obstacles to the provision of affordable and local 
authority housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55428/21]

11/11/2021WRR02600286. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the average time taken from the initial application for planning permission to the 
completion of construction of all housing, recognising the need to ensure the quickest possible 
turnaround while meeting the necessary provisions and on-time delivery; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55429/21]

11/11/2021WRR02700287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number and location of various housing development proposals, public and pri-
vate, throughout the country that are currently delayed due to the lack of various services; the 
proposals to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55430/21]

11/11/2021WRR02800288. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the ready availability of and access 
to such services as water and sewerage facilities and that no developments, public or private 
are delayed due to lack of availability of such services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55431/21]

11/11/2021WRR02900290. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which the attention of his Department has been drawn to the imposition 
of new regulations and conditions which have the effect of slowing down the provision of pub-
lic or private housing developments; the extent to which his Department has received informa-
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tion is this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55433/21]

11/11/2021WRR03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 281, 285 to 288, inclusive, and 290 together.

Housing for All is the Government’s plan to increase the supply of housing to an average of 
33,000 per year over the next decade, supported by an investment package of over €4b per an-
num.  Supporting the delivery of housing, including social and affordable housing, is a priority 
for the Government.  In this regard Housing for All sets targets to deliver over 90,000 social 
homes and 54,000 affordable homes between 2022 and 2030. 

My Department does not hold details on the average time taken from the initial application 
of planning permission to the completion of construction of all housing or details on the num-
bers of projects delayed due to the availability of services.  

The Deputy refers to “administrative obstacles”. I wish to reaffirm that all of the Depart-
ment’s administrative and funding measures are put in place to support and foster the develop-
ment of social and affordable housing and to ensure value for money for the taxpayer. Under 
Housing for All, a whole of Government approach is being take to further improving  and 
streamlining those processes which support the delivery of housing across all tenures.

These measures and actions are identified to support delivery in the four pathways identified 
in the Plan: 

 -  Pathway to Supporting Homeownership and Increasing Affordability; 

 -  Pathway to Eradicating Homelessness, Increasing Social Housing Delivery and Support-
ing Social Inclusion; 

 -  Pathway to Increasing New Housing Supply; and

 -  Pathway to Addressing Vacancy and Efficient Use of Existing Stock

Housing for All also includes a comprehensive range of measures to support the four path-
ways, which are set out in section 5 of the Plan.  These measures support critical infrastructure 
development in the area of communications, energy and water services.  

With specific regard to water services, the National Development Plan 2021-2030 commits 
to almost €6bn capital investment by Irish Water in the period 2021-2025 of which over €4.5 
billion of which will be Exchequer funding for domestic water services. Budget 2022 allocates 
over €1.57 billion to support water services, which includes €1.46bn for domestic water ser-
vices provision by Irish Water. This investment will deliver significant improvements in our 
public water and waste water services.  My Department is engaging with Irish Water to identify 
and prioritise any actions that will support the Delivery of housing under Housing for All and 
ensure the timely delivery of connections. 

An electronic version of Housing for All is available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/
publication/ef5ec-housing-for-all-a-new-housing-plan-for-ireland/  

11/11/2021WRR03200Heritage Projects

11/11/2021WRR03400282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number and location of heritage projects currently in hand or proposed with par-
ticular reference to potentially at-risk buildings or sites throughout the country; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [55425/21]

11/11/2021WRR03300283. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which protected or listed buildings throughout County Kildare are cur-
rently in the course of any remedial or protective works; the extent to which waiting lists have 
been identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55426/21]

11/11/2021WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 282 and 283 together.

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local 
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF). This year 562 heritage projects across every county in the country were allocated 
funding from a combined sum of €6m under these schemes, an increase of nearly 40% on 2020.

My Department also provides financial support through the Community Monuments Fund 
(CMF) for work relating to monument with funding allocated to 139 projects this year, across 
all local authorities, to a value of just over €4.2m. Details of the projects funded by these 
schemes have been published on my Department’s website and on local authority websites. 

These schemes are run on an annual basis and do not operate waiting lists. I am pleased to 
inform you, however, that I recently announced the opening of applications to HSF 2022 and 
BHIS 2022, with combined funding of €8m, an increase of 33% on 2021.   I will announce 
funding in respect of CMF 2022 in the coming weeks. Details of how to apply to all three 
schemes may be found on my Department’s website as well as all local authority websites. 

With regard to financial supports for works at protected buildings in County Kildare, the 
Historic Structures Fund 2021 is providing €20,000 to Newbridge College Library and €50,000 
to Donadea Castle. The Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2021 is supporting 14 projects as 
detailed in the following table.

Name and Address of Structure        Grant 
Kilkea School House, Kilkea    €2,500 
Maudlings Mausolea, Naas    €2,500 
 St John the Evangelist, Monasterevin    €3,000 
Grattan Family Vault, Tea Lane Graveyard, Celbridge    €3,300 
Harristown House, Brannockstown    €3,500 
Finlay’s Public House, Monasterevin    €6,000 
Gothic Hall, Thomastown    €7,000 
Abbeylands House, Clane    €7,000 
Thatch, Stickens     €8,000 
Riverstown House, Kildangan    €9,000 
Burtown House, Athy    €9,000 
Thatch cottage, Walterstown, Nurney    €10,000 
Collegiate Chapel, St Patricks College, Maynooth    €11,000 
St. Davids Castle, Naas    €13,000 
Total  €94,800

11/11/2021WRR03600Housing Provision
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11/11/2021WRR03700284. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he remains satisfied that investment funds are not impeding the 
provision of affordable housing throughout the country; the exceptions in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55427/21]

11/11/2021WRR03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. Over €4 billion in funding is provided annually, 
representing the highest ever level of Government investment in housing. 

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable home interven-
tions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by Local Authorities, Approved Housing 
Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partnership between the 
State and retail banks.

In terms of the provision of housing more broadly, external sources of finance will be need-
ed to bridge the gap between the overall funding requirement to build the Housing for All target 
of an average of 33,0000 homes each year and that provided via direct Exchequer funding, 
State borrowing, HBFI and the domestic banking sector. Institutional investment in the residen-
tial sector will reduce reliance on bank funding for development; this is important in building 
broader capital markets for housing development.

To ensure any such investment is consistent with wider housing policy, Government in-
troduced a 10% rate of stamp duty applicable to bulk-purchases of family homes earlier this 
year.  I have also recently secured approval to legislate for a new “Owner Occupier Guarantee”.  
This would enable Local Authorities to designate a specified number of houses and duplexes in 
a development for owner occupiers, based on their own Housing Needs and Demand Assess-
ment.

At the end of 2020, institutional investors owned less than 1 per cent of the total housing 
stock. In this context, I am satisfied that investment funds are not impeding the provision of 
homes nationally.

  Question No. 285 answered with Question No. 281.

  Question No. 286 answered with Question No. 281.

  Question No. 287 answered with Question No. 281.

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 281.

11/11/2021WRS00600Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRS00700289. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which developments at COP26 in Glasgow are likely to affect house 
building here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55432/21]

11/11/2021WRS00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): As 
COP 26 takes place, we have published the Climate Action Plan 2021. This plan sets a roadmap 
for taking decisive action to halve our emissions by 2030 and reach net zero no later than 2050, 
as committed to in the Programme for Government.   

The actions in Housing for All, our new housing plan for Ireland have been developed to 
support the targets and objectives of the Climate Action Plan, setting out a pathway to eco-
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nomic, societal and environmental sustainability in the delivery of housing. Actions include:

- Nearly Zero Energy Building (NZEB) regulations will ensure that all homes built in the 
future will meet advanced energy performance standards whilst also providing comfortable, 
healthy homes with reduced carbon emissions. These homes will also take account of risks such 
as fire safety, ventilation and durability.

- Rollout the Social Housing National Retrofitting Programme which aims to retrofit 36,500 
local authority dwellings by 2030 to reach BER B2 or equivalent. A budget of €85 million in 
2022 will see approximately 2,400 units delivered under the programme.

- The National Planning Framework has embedded the policy of compact growth into the 
overall strategy for the country. 

- Maximising the use of our existing housing stock, especially in our towns and cities, 
through the Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund to support the refurbishment of vacant homes and a 
new Local Authority-led programme for the CPO of vacant properties for resale on the open 
market. 

The transition to an energy efficient and fossil fuel free built environment will provide 
extensive social, economic and environmental benefits in the short as well as long-term. This 
process will bring about reduced energy costs and more comfortable, healthier, safer, and less 
costly to heat and cool, homes enhancing our living standards, improving our air quality and 
helping to address energy poverty. It will also improve energy security and reduce Ireland’s 
dependence on fossil fuels in addition to other significant co-benefits for the environment and 
socio-economic development.   

My colleague, the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications has committed 
to the retrofitting of 500,000 homes to BER B2 standard by 2030, and installing 600,000 renew-
able energy heating sources in both new and existing residential buildings.

My Department has committed to actions across diverse areas such as planning systems, 
wind energy, climate science, climate services, social housing retrofitting and peatlands restora-
tion to deliver the Climate Action Plan for the years ahead. 

This Government is committed to the transformational shift of our economies and societies 
towards climate resilient and sustainable development.  Ireland is supporting and driving many 
climate related actions across a local and a national level and we will continue with this work 
while also working with our international partners to drive the climate change agenda. 

  Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 281.

11/11/2021WRS01000Water Services

11/11/2021WRS01100291. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the progress to date in the upgrading of various group water schemes by county basis; 
the number needing and awaiting such treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55435/21]

11/11/2021WRS01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides support to the Rural Water Sector through a Multi-annual Rural Water 
Programme  for capital investment and the Annual Subsidy for Group Water Schemes. 

The current Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 is providing capital fund-
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ing for 621 projects across 25 local authorities. This funding is being provided through local 
authorities and will largely support infrastructure improvements for Group Water Schemes in 
rural areas. Details of these projects/schemes that received an allocation can be found on my 
Department’s website at this address:www.gov.ie/en/circular/cf807-circular-l219-approval-of-
schemesprojects-under-the-multi-annual-rural-water-programme-2019-2021-and-grant-alloca-
tions-to-local-authorities-for-2019/

 My Department monitors progress under the Programme based on the expenditure of each 
local authority. However, it does not hold a data base which would include information in the 
manner requested in the question. Each local authority has a dedicated Rural Water Liaison Of-
ficer and further queries in relation to specific schemes/projects can be addressed to the Officer 
in the relevant local authority.

My Department, under the oversight of the Rural Water Working Group, is currently re-
viewing the Framework for the upcoming Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2022-2024. In 
reviewing the Framework the Working Group is also considering emerging demands within the 
Rural Water Sector, to expand and improve on the previous multi-annual programme. 

Under the National Development Plan 2021-2030 funding has been allocated over the period 
2021 to 2025 for (non-Irish Water) investment in rural water infrastructure. This includes €175 
million for the Rural Water Programme to be delivered through the multi-annual programme.

I expect to receive a submission on the Framework in the coming weeks for my consider-
ation with, subject to my approval, the bids process for the upcoming multi-annual programme 
to take place early in the new-year. The process will allow, projects/schemes in the Rural Water 
Sector requiring capital works, an opportunity to bid for funding.  

  Question No. 292 answered with Question No. 276.

11/11/2021WRS01400Housing Provision

11/11/2021WRS01500293. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of houses, affordable or for those on local authority housing waiting lists, 
that have been allocated to appropriately qualified families in each of the past six weeks to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55437/21]

11/11/2021WRS01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. 

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable homes inter-
ventions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by local authorities, Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, the Land Development Agency, as well as through a strategic partnership between 
the State and retail banks. The first local authority affordable purchase homes delivered under 
the Serviced Sites Fund will be delivered in December 2021.

Delivery of affordable housing in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021 will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authority’s Housing Delivery Action Plan.  All homes made available 
under affordable housing schemes must adhere to eligibility criteria prescribed under the Act. 

Local authorities will be submitting their Plans to me, to include social and affordable hous-
ing, before the end of December 2021. This will allow each Local Authority, to determine any 
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affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and Demand Assessment and 
plan the provision of affordable homes accordingly.

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme to primarily 
support affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level.

Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the Ministerial designation of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 allocated 
€35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost Rental 
homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenanting 
processes for further Cost Rental homes at Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and 
Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are currently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units will 
be delivered through this funding, with the initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area and 
Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All tar-
get of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022.

The Land Development Agency will deliver homes for both affordable purchase and Cost 
Rental.  The Housing for All strategy outlines how the Land Development Agency through Proj-
ect Tosaigh will seek to unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable 
homes.

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers.

In relation to the question posed regarding the number of social houses allocated in the past 
six weeks to date, information of this exact type is not held by my Department. Information 
relating to allocation of housing is available from individual local authorities.

The recently published Housing for All strategy is the Government’s plan to increase the 
supply of housing to an average of 33,000 per year over the next decade, including an average 
of 10,000 social homes per annum from 2022-2030. Housing for All is supported by an invest-
ment package of over €4b per annum, through an overall combination of €12bn in direct Exche-
quer funding, €3.5bn in funding through the Land Development Agency and €5bn in funding 
through the Housing Finance Agency over a five year period. 

Under Housing for All, the Government will deliver 47,600 new build social homes and 
3,500 social homes through long-term leasing in the period 2022-2026. Individual targets for 
the delivery of housing have been provided to each local authority and their Housing Delivery 
Action Plans will set out details on how and when local authorities will deliver their housing 
targets, including the delivery of affordable homes.

11/11/2021WRS01700Passport Services

11/11/2021WRS01800294. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case of persons (details supplied) whose applications were submitted via post a 
number of months ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55298/21]

11/11/2021WRS01900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is responsible 
for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Register under the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the processing time for Foreign Births Registration (FBR) 
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applications stood at 18 months due to an unprecedented surge in applications as a result of the 
Brexit referendum in the UK, and the necessary rigorous processing that applies to citizenship 
applications. 

Due to the pandemic, FBR staff have been reassigned to assist in the delivery of essential 
services. This has resulted in a pause in overall FBR processing. FBR staff have continued to 
provide an emergency service for Foreign Birth Registration in cases of exceptional urgency, 
such as expectant parents, or stateless persons. In cases of exceptional urgency FBR applicants 
may continue to contact the Passport Service directly. For other applications, the Department 
operates a transparent general policy of processing FBR applications in order of receipt.

The applications referenced were registered on 26 February 2020. All documents received 
are being stored in a secure environment.

The Passport Service is actively preparing to resume processing Foreign Birth Registration 
applications as soon as possible and an announcement of the resumption date can be expected 
imminently.  My Department is committed to allocating further resources to assist with the 
high volume of applications, with a focus on reducing turnaround times. In the medium term, 
changes to the FBR process to increase efficiencies and improve the customer experience will 
be delivered under the next phase of my Department’s Passport Reform Programme.

11/11/2021WRS02000Passport Services

11/11/2021WRS02100295. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport can issue 
for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in view of the fact that this passport is a renewal 
application was received in the Passport Office on 6 September 2021 and the delay in issuing 
same will potentially jeopardise a sporting opportunity for this person. [55324/21]

11/11/2021WRS02200297. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will 
issue to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in view of the fact that this application is 
with the Passport Service for 50 working days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55380/21]

11/11/2021WRS02300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
295 and 297 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service has  issued passports to the applicants. 

11/11/2021WRT00200Foreign Birth Registration

11/11/2021WRT00300296. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the processing of 
foreign birth registrations will resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55326/21]

11/11/2021WRT00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is responsible 
for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Register under the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that as of Monday, 15th November, the processing of 
Foreign Birth Registration will resume on a phased basis. My Department is fully committed to 
allocating resources over the coming weeks to assist with the high volume of applications, with 
a focus on reducing turnaround times.
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People may apply for Irish citizenship through Foreign Birth Registration if one of their 
grandparents was born in Ireland or if one of their parents was an Irish citizen at the time of their 
birth, even if their parent was not born in Ireland. Once a person is entered onto the Foreign 
Births Register, they are an Irish citizen and are entitled to apply for an Irish passport.

In order to protect the integrity of the citizenship process, Foreign Birth Registration appli-
cations require very careful analysis in order to validate both the identity of the applicant and 
their entitlement to Irish citizenship. Accordingly, such applications undergo rigorous checking 
by experienced staff at the Passport Service.

Demand for Foreign Birth Registration services reached unprecedented levels following the 
Brexit referendum in 2016, resulting in a peak of 32,000 online applications received in 2019. 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the processing time for Foreign Birth Registration applica-
tions stood at 18 months. This processing time is due to the unprecedented peak in applications 
as a result of Brexit and the aforementioned rigorous validation which citizenship applications 
undergo. 

Operations at the Passport Service were severely disrupted by public health restrictions 
brought about by the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. During this period, unfortunately, it was 
necessary to pause Foreign Birth Registration processing in order to focus also on the provision 
of urgent passport services. When Passport services were scaled up in May 2021 to more nor-
mal operational levels, in line with the phased easing of restrictions, Foreign Birth Registration 
staff were redeployed to assist with the delivery of our expanded essential passport services op-
eration. Throughout the pandemic, the Foreign Birth Registration Service continued to consider 
urgent requests to expedite an application on a case by case basis, in cases such as expectant 
parents, or stateless persons. Over 5,000 emergency Foreign Birth Registration applications 
have been processed in 2021. 

In the context of the National Development Plan, the Government is making a major in-
vestment in the future of the Passport Service.  Over the next couple of years, the Department 
will replace the core technology underpinning the service, which will deliver efficiencies to the 
Foreign Birth Registration and passport services. Budget 2022 also included an investment of 
an additional €10m for the Passport Service in response to the increasing demand for passports 
and Foreign Birth Registration.

  Question No. 297 answered with Question No. 295.

11/11/2021WRT00600Passport Services

11/11/2021WRT00700298. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide a 
schedule of the time backlog on all accepted foreign birth Irish passport applications by country 
(details supplied); and the additional resources he has and will provide to clear these backlogs. 
[55462/21]

11/11/2021WRT00800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is responsible 
for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Register under the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that as of Monday, 15th November, the processing of 
Foreign Birth Registration will resume on a phased basis. My Department is fully committed 
to allocating resources over the coming weeks to assist with the current and anticipated high 
volume of applications, with a focus on reducing turnaround times.
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Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the processing time for Foreign Births Registration (FBR) 
applications stood at 18 months due to an unprecedented surge in applications as a result of the 
Brexit referendum in the UK, and the necessary rigorous processing that applies to citizenship 
applications. 

Due to the pandemic, Foreign Birth Registration staff were reassigned to assist in the deliv-
ery of essential services. This resulted in a pause in overall Foreign Birth Registration process-
ing.  Staff continued to provide an emergency service for Foreign Birth Registration in cases of 
exceptional urgency, such as expectant parents, or stateless persons. Over 5,000 of such emer-
gency Foreign Birth Registration applications have been processed to date in 2021. For other 
applications, the Department operates a transparent general policy of processing Foreign Birth 
Registration applications in order of receipt.

At present, there are just over 31,500 applications for which documentation has been re-
ceived and are awaiting processing. A breakdown of these applications by country of residence 
of the applicant is set out below.

Country of Residence                                                        Applications
ENGLAND                                                                  16,093    
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA                                                                     7,815      
SCOTLAND                                                                   1,512    
AUSTRALIA                                                                   1,004    
IRELAND                                                                      988      
CANADA                                                                      884    
SOUTH AFRICA                                                                        497    
WALES                                                                      370      
FRANCE                                                                      358    
SPAIN                                                                      186    
GERMANY                                                                      171      
SWITZERLAND                                                                      144    
CHINA                                                                      119    
NETHERLANDS                                                                      115      
PAKISTAN                                                                        74    
NEW ZEALAND                                                                          69    
UAE                                                                        68    
NIGERIA                                                                        58    
ITALY                                                                        49    
BELGIUM                                                                        47    
SINGAPORE                                                                        42    
KENYA                                                                        37    
ISLE OF MAN                                                                          36    
THE CHANNEL ISLANDS                                                                          35    
AUSTRIA                                                                        33    
ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED TERRITORIES                                                                          31      
DENMARK                                                                        29    
ARGENTINA                                                                        27    
SWEDEN                                                                        25      
PHILIPPINES                                                                        24    
THAILAND                                                                        24    
INDIA                                                                        22      
MALAYSIA                                                                        22    
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Country of Residence                                                        Applications
ALGERIA                                                                        21    
EGYPT                                                                        19      
BERMUDA                                                                        17    
MALTA                                                                        17    
PORTUGAL                                                                        17      
GIBRALTAR                                                                        16    
POLAND                                                                        16    
BRAZIL                                                                        14      
ZIMBABWE                                                                        13    
COLOMBIA                                                                        11    
CYPRUS                                                                        11      
GREECE                                                                        11    
JORDAN                                                                        11    
CZECH REPUBLIC                                                                          10      
FINLAND                                                                        10    
JAPAN                                                                        10    
LEBANON                                                                        10    
LIBYA                                                                        10    
NORWAY                                                                        10    
LUXEMBOURG                                                                          9    
MOROCCO                                                                          9    
RUSSIAN FEDERATION                                                                            9    
SUDAN                                                                          9      
TURKEY                                                                          9    
ZAMBIA                                                                          9    
CAYMAN ISLANDS                                                                            8      
IRAN                                                                          8    
BANGLADESH                                                                          7    
ETHIOPIA                                                                          7      
KUWAIT                                                                          7    
QATAR                                                                          6    
SIERRA LEONE                                                                            6      
SOUTH KOREA                                                                            6    
CHILE                                                                          5    
IRAQ                                                                          5      
MONACO                                                                          5    
PANAMA                                                                          5    
SRI LANKA                                                                            5      
SYRIA                                                                          5    
TANZANIA                                                                          5    
ECUADOR                                                                          4      
HUNGARY                                                                          4    
MEXICO                                                                          4    
NAMIBIA                                                                          4      
SERBIA                                                                          4    
SOMALIA                                                                          4    
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO                                                                            4      
UGANDA                                                                          4    
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Country of Residence                                                        Applications
VIETNAM                                                                          4    
AFGHANISTAN                                                                          3      
BELARUS                                                                          3    
CAMEROON                                                                          3    
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA                                                                            3      
ROMANIA                                                                          3    
SAUDI ARABIA                                                                            3    
SLOVENIA                                                                          3      
TAIWAN                                                                          3    
TUNISIA                                                                          3    
ANGOLA                                                                          2      
BOTSWANA                                                                          2    
BULGARIA                                                                          2    
CROATIA                                                                          2      
EQUATORIAL GUINEA                                                                            2    
GHANA                                                                          2    
GUYANA                                                                          2      
MAURITIUS                                                                          2    
PARAGUAY                                                                          2    
SLOVAK REPUBLIC                                                                            2      
UKRAINE                                                                          2    
ALBANIA                                                                          1    
ANDORRA, PRINCIPALITY OF                                                                            1    
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA                                                                            1    
ARUBA                                                                          1      
BAHAMAS                                                                          1    
BAHRAIN                                                                          1    
BARBADOS                                                                          1      
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA                                                                          1    
CAPE VERDE                                                                            1    
COSTA RICA                                                                            1      
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC                                                                            1    
EL SALVADOR                                                                            1    
ESTONIA                                                                          1      
GABON                                                                          1    
GEORGIA                                                                          1    
GUAM                                                                          1      
GUINEA                                                                          1    
HONDURAS                                                                          1    
IVORY COAST (COTE D’IVORIE)                                                                            1      
LAOS                                                                          1    
LIECHTENSTEIN                                                                          1    
MACAU                                                                          1      
MOZAMBIQUE                                                                          1    
NEPAL                                                                          1    
RWANDA                                                                          1      
S. GEORGIA AND S. SANDWICH ISLS                                                                            1    
ST. LUCIA                                                                            1    
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Country of Residence                                                        Applications
TOGO                                                                          1    
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS                                                                            1    
USA MINOR OUTLYING ISLANDS                                                                            1      
WESTERN SAHARA                                                                            1    
Grand Total                                                                  31,522    

11/11/2021WRT00900Defence Forces

11/11/2021WRT01000299. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Defence if he has reviewed the upper 
age limit for the recruitment of Defence Forces personnel at a time when recruiting suitable 
personnel is proving problematic; his views on whether the current age limits having regard 
to international comparisons are appropriate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55250/21]

11/11/2021WRT01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The age limits for personnel wishing to 
enter the Permanent Defence Force are as set out in Regulations made pursuant to the Defence 
Act 1954, as amended. 

The nature of military service requires that the age profile of personnel in the Defence 
Forces must be appropriately managed to ensure that capability requirements are met and, as 
with all such policies, age requirements are kept under review.  Such reviews include: 

- An independently chaired review, which has examined Defence Forces recruitment prac-
tices and procedures, including entry criteria, has concluded and the final report was recently 
submitted to me.  Recommendations that arise from this report will be considered and pro-
gressed as appropriate.

-The Commission on the Defence Forces is also examining a range of recruitment and 
retention matters relating to the Defence Forces and their recommendations will be given full 
consideration.  

11/11/2021WRT01200Air Corps

11/11/2021WRT01300300. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence his Department’s plans to allow the 
Air Corps to carry out priority one ambulance flights on behalf of the HSE; if arrangements 
will be made and adequate resources provided to allow this to come into effect from the start of 
2023 when the current contract for the service expires; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55303/21]

11/11/2021WRT01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Air Corps provides a broad range 
of services in accordance with its primary security role.  It also undertakes a diverse range of 
non-security-related tasks on an ‘as available’ basis.  This includes providing an inter-hospital 
service on an ‘as available’ basis to the HSE, providing for the transfer of patients, including 
priority 1 patients, primarily to the UK using Air Corps Aircraft.  

The inter-hospital service is overseen by the National Aero-medical Coordination Centre 
of the HSE and the Air Corps is only one element of the overall service delivery provision; the 
Irish Coast Guard and the private sector being the other elements of service provision.   

At a Government meeting in July the Government agreed that the Department of Defence, 
working in conjunction with the Irish Coast Guard, will examine whether the fixed wing ele-
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ment of the proposed next generation Serach and Rescue (SAR) service can be delivered by the 
Air Corps in line with the requirements and parameters set out in the business case and provide 
the Department of Transport with a costed proposal. At this meeting it was also agreed that the 
Department of Health was to be involved in the discussions given the potential for the SAR 
fixed wing service to provide UK Emergency Transfer flights. This work is ongoing.

There has been effective and worthwhile engagement between the Departments, the Irish 
Coast Guard, the HSE and the Air Corps as a result of the relevant Government Decision in 
July. It is important that a full and realistic consideration is made of all of the viable options 
available to the State. I am is satisfied that this is the approach that has been taken to date.  

Up to 30 September 2021, the Air Corps has carried out 36 off-island Inter-Hospital Air Am-
bulance transfers at the request of the HSE, five of which were priority one transfers relating to 
children requiring urgent organ transplants.

I can assure the Deputy, that the Air Corps continue to provide support for emergency inter-
hospital transfers on an “as available” basis, having regard to available capabilities and its pri-
mary security responsibilities.

11/11/2021WRT01500Defence Forces

11/11/2021WRT01600301. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence when backpay due to members of 
the Army Ranger Wing will be paid; the reason the money has not been paid to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55305/21]

11/11/2021WRT01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Conciliation and Arbitration (C&A) 
scheme for members of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) provides a formal mechanism for 
the PDF representative associations, i.e. RACO and PDFORRA, to engage with the Official 
side. Having regard to commitments under national public service pay agreements, the repre-
sentative associations can make representations in relation to the pay and conditions of their 
members.

The C&A Scheme, which is independently chaired, consists of members of Represenative 
Associations as well as the “Official Side”. The Official Side comprises of members of the 
Department of Defence (Civil and Military) and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. This body is known as “Council”. 

 At present, there is a claim before Council in respect of the ARW Allowance. Therefore, as 
per the agreed Terms of Reference of the C&A Scheme, matters in this space are confidential to 
parties involved. As such, no futher inforamtion can be given at this time.

11/11/2021WRT01800Special Educational Needs

11/11/2021WRT01900302. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education if consideration will be given to 
amend or update the current Report of the Special Education Review Committee 1993 (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55273/21]

11/11/2021WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for determining the appropri-
ate staffing levels in relation to the support of pupils with special educational needs in special 
schools, including the allocation of SNAs, in accordance with the policies of my Department. 



Questions - Written Answers

182

Special school staffing allocations are reviewed and updated each year by the NCSE and 
special schools are staffed on the basis of each year’s current school enrolments.   Staffing ar-
rangements for special schools are in line with policy advice provided by the NCSE in 2013, 
which did not recommend alteration to staffing ratios established under the Special Education 
Review Committee (SERC) Report in 1993. 

Enhanced pupil teacher and SNA ratios are provided to special schools to support them in 
dealing with pupils’ educational and care needs. These schools are staffed on the basis of indi-
vidual pupil profile and the disability categorisations of those pupils, as opposed to being based 
primarily on school designation.

The NCSE has been requested to develop Policy Advice on Education Provision in Special 
Classes and Special Schools. 

This Policy Advice is expected to be completed shortly. 

11/11/2021WRT02100School Facilities

11/11/2021WRT02200303. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education if swimming lessons for 
school children can return within schools. [55334/21]

11/11/2021WRT02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Physical Education (PE) curriculum 
at primary level contributes to children’s overall development by helping them to lead full, 
active and healthy lives. It provides a balanced range of activities for children including swim-
ming lessons.  Swimming lessons have resumed, and schools partaking in this activity must 
consider and assess the appropriate risks in line with the School COVID-19 Response plan to 
keep students and staff safe.  

Schools availing of swimming lessons should also be satisfied that swimming pool facili-
ties are adhering to public health measures and Covid-19 precautions. Schools participating in 
sporting events and activities are also advised to consult with the relevant sporting governing 
bodies for further advice.

11/11/2021WRT02400Defibrillators Provision

11/11/2021WRT02500304. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Education if her attention has 
been drawn to the number of schools in the country that do not have defibrillators near or in the 
school; if there are trained personnel in the schools who can use these defibrillators; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55238/21]

11/11/2021WRT02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the provisions of the Education 
Act 1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance of a school. 

The decision to install a defibrillator is made at local school level and is a matter for the 
board of management of each individual school.  

The need for defibrillators to be made available is primarily a public health matter and 
would therefore be a matter for the Department of Health. 

The information requested by the Deputy is not held by my Department. 



11 November 2021

183

11/11/2021WRT02700School Equipment

11/11/2021WRT02800305. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education her plans for the pro-
vision of air purifiers with high efficiency particular air filters in each classroom in Ireland to 
reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19; the analysis her Department has carried out into 
the cost of providing air purifiers with such filters in each classroom; the analysis her Depart-
ment has carried out into the benefits of air purification in classrooms alongside the opening of 
windows and doors for ventilation in combating the spread of Covid-19; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55241/21]

11/11/2021WRT02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department’s ventilation guidance 
for schools is very clear and practical on the steps to be taken by all schools to manage ventila-
tion levels.

Managing ventilation is just one of a suite of public health measures in place to keep our 
schools safe. Updated guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment of Good 
Ventilation Practices in Schools was provided at the end of May following the work of an expert 
group that carefully considered the role of ventilation in managing COVID-19. A copy of the 
guidance is published on the Gov.ie website. In keeping with the guidance 

The over-arching approach is ventilation first with the guidance for schools to have win-
dows open as fully as possible when classrooms are not in use and partially open when class-
rooms are in use. The Department has not undertaken a cost analysis regarding the installation 
of air filtration systems. The focus of the Department has been providing support to schools in 
applying public health advice with respect to the role of ventilation in managing COVID-19.

 Schools that identify inadequate ventilation in a room can utilise their minor work grant 
(for minor improvements) or apply for emergency works grant assistance to address ventilation 
enhancements on a permanent basis.  

Where the above measures have been undertaken, and poor ventilation continues to exist in 
a particular room/area, air cleaners may be considered as an additional measure in conjunction 
with other methods of ventilation that are available. There is no one solution that fits all scenar-
ios, each application requires bespoke analysis and selection of the appropriate unit(s) matched 
to the specific room size and volume. If, following consultation with a supplier a school feels 
that its individual space may require specific technical specialist advice then the assistance of a 
Chartered Engineer or Registered Architect can be sought.

11/11/2021WRT03000School Equipment

11/11/2021WRT03100306. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the number of primary 
schools in Ireland that have been provided with CO2 monitors funded by her Department; the 
number of primary schools that have not received any CO2 monitors to date; the number of 
CO2 monitors provided per primary school; the total number of CO2 monitors provided to date 
to primary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55242/21]

11/11/2021WRT03200307. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the number of second-
ary schools in Ireland that have been provided with CO2 monitors funded by her Department; 
the number of secondary schools who have not received any CO2 monitors to date; the number 
of CO2 monitors provided per secondary school; the total number of CO2 monitors provided to 
date to secondary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55243/21]
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11/11/2021WRT03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 306 and 
307 together.

The Department’s ventilation guidance for schools is very clear and practical on the steps to 
be taken by all schools to manage ventilation levels.

Managing ventilation is just one of a suite of public health measures in place to keep our 
schools safe. Updated guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment of Good 
Ventilation Practices in Schools was provided at the end of May following the work of an expert 
group that carefully considered the role of ventilation in managing COVID-19. A copy of the 
guidance is published on the Gov.ie website. 

The guidance outlines that Carbon Dioxide (CO2  ) monitors can play a part in providing a 
useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated. They can enable 
occupants to become familiar with the impacts of activities, outdoor weather and window open-
ings on levels of good ventilation. The provision of portable CO2 monitors provides schools 
with the flexibility to focus their use to those rooms where most beneficial to inform strategies 
for optimising ventilation in the school. 

All schools in the free scheme have received their allocation of monitors. 

In excess of 35,400 monitors were delivered to 3239 primary schools (18,262 monitors) and 
725 post-primary (17,215 monitors) schools.

Monitors were allocated on the following basis:

Primary  Schools (Classrooms) Monitors per school
1 classroom 2
2 to 4 Classrooms 3
5 to 8 5
9 to 12 7
13 to 16 9
17 to 20 11
21 to 24 13
25 to 30 17
31+ 20

Special Schools Monitors per school
Special Schools 10

Secondary Schools (Free Scheme) enrol-
ment bands

Monitors per school

&lt;500 20
501 to 750 25
751 to 1000 30
1001+ 35

      Question No. 307 answered with Question No. 306.
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11/11/2021WRU00300Special Educational Needs

11/11/2021WRU00400308. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that some parents of autistic children in sixth class in County Cork who re-
quire autism special class places for their secondary schooling have been told by their children’s 
disability network teams that they will not get educational placement recommendations until 
February 2022 at the earliest (details supplied); the date this will be rectified; if she will ensure 
that a paperwork issue caused by the creation of the children’s network disability teams does 
not deny children their right to an appropriate education; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55248/21]

11/11/2021WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware of the issue raised by the Deputy.

While I have no remit regarding the Children’s Disability Network Teams, which is the 
responsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE), my officials are currently liaising with 
the relevant agencies to consider how the transition process for students impacted can be pro-
gressed. 

Ensuring that  every child has an appropriate education placement is a priority for my De-
partment and arrangements are in place for the planning of the necessary provision nationally.  
Mt Department works close with the National Council for Special Education in this regard.

11/11/2021WRU00600Special Educational Needs

11/11/2021WRU00700309. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education when a person (details 
supplied) will receive the remainder of a payment; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55269/21]

11/11/2021WRU00800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Earlier 
this year, the Department announced the provision of a significantly expanded summer educa-
tion programmes for pupils with complex special educational needs and those at greatest risk 
of educational disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure for summer 2021. 

Teachers and SNAs who were employed in the school based programme were paid on or 
before 7th October.

As in previous years, a home-based programme was provided for eligible pupils where 
there was no place on a school programme for them.  The eligibility criteria was widened sig-
nificantly this year.

A total of 12,129 claims were received of which 9,229 claims will have been paid out by the 
11 November.  The remainder will be paid in the next payroll run on 25 November.

Claims are processed and paid when all outstanding queries are fully resolved. 

11/11/2021WRU00900Schools Building Projects

11/11/2021WRU01000310. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education the status of a new school build-
ing (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55347/21]

11/11/2021WRU01100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A building project for the school referred 
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to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s school building programme.

My Department is currently developing the accommodation brief for the project which is a 
necessary part of the architectural planning process for the project. My Department will be in 
further contact with the school authorities as this process progresses.

11/11/2021WRU01200Special Educational Needs

11/11/2021WRU01300311. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Education if children in sixth class in 
County Cork who require ASD class places for their secondary schooling and whose parents 
were informed by their children’s disability network teams that they will not get educational 
placement recommendations until February 2022 at the earliest, will receive this recommenda-
tion before Christmas 2021 due to the importance of an early recommendation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55354/21]

11/11/2021WRU01400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware of the issue raised by the Deputy.

While I have no remit regarding the Children’s Disability Network Teams, which is the 
responsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE), my officials are currently liaising with 
the relevant agencies to consider how the transition process for students impacted can be pro-
gressed.   

Ensuring that  every child has an appropriate education placement is a priority for my De-
partment and arrangements are in place for the planning of the necessary provision nationally.  
Mt Department works close with the National Council for Special Education in this regard.

11/11/2021WRU01500Schools Building Projects

11/11/2021WRU01600312. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education the status of the planned 
major renovation and rebuilding works to a school (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55355/21]

11/11/2021WRU01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): On the major building project referred to 
by the Deputy, the Board of Management and it’s Design Team were authorised to commence 
Stage 2b (Detailed Design) on the 26th August 2021.

Stage 2b includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certification, Dis-
ability Access Certification and when these have been secured, the preparation of Tender Docu-
ments. 

When the above steps have been completed, the Design Team will submit the Stage 2b 
Report and documentation for review by my Department, and subject to no issues arising in 
that review, my Department will then contact the Design Team and the School Authorities with 
regard to the further progression of the project.

11/11/2021WRU01800School Staff

11/11/2021WRU01900313. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to overcrowded classes and teacher shortages at a school (details supplied); and her plans 
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to address these problems. [55375/21]

11/11/2021WRU02000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Teacher allocations to all schools are ap-
proved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based on recognised 
pupil enrolment on the previous 30 September. 

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). The deployment of teaching staff 
in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teaching and learning 
are in the first instance a matter for the school management authorities.

At post primary level, teachers are currently allocated at a ratio of 19:1 in the free educa-
tion system and 23:1 to schools in the fee charging sector.   As part of COVID-19 operational 
supports, 1,000 additional teachers have been allocated to post-primary schools to help reduce 
class sizes.   A teacher allocation equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.6 has been al-
located to schools in the free scheme.  This allocation supports the important work of teaching 
and learning and provide additional teachers needed to support teacher substitution, manage-
ment of physical distancing requirements by reallocating class timetables in schools to smaller 
groups class sizes where necessary.  In addition, an allocation equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio 
reduction of 0.1 has been provided in respect of Guidance provision to support student wellbe-
ing.  In the current school year, the school to which the Deputy refers has been allocated an 
additional 1.86 teaching posts under these measures.  

My Department recognises that there are particular pressures recruiting substitute teachers 
at the moment due to Covid-19 and a number of arrangements have been put in place to assist 
with the availability of substitutes for the remainder of the 2021/22 school year.

My Department and the Teaching Council have engaged with higher education institutions 
(HEIs) to ensure that flexible school placement arrangements are being implemented to en-
hance the availability of post-primary Professional Master of Education (PME) student teachers 
to fill short term substitute vacancies 

The Teaching Council has also contacted all 111,000 teachers on its register requesting that 
those not currently working, or those who otherwise have capacity, register their availability 
with Sub Seeker, the national substitute teacher recruitment portal operated by the Irish Primary 
Principals’ Network for both primary and post primary schools.

In addition, for 2021/22 the career break scheme permits teachers on career break carry out 
unlimited substitute work. Changes have also been made to the job sharing scheme to permit 
job sharing teachers carry out substitute work on the days they are rostered off, including in 
schools other than those in which they normally teach.

A number of measures have been put in place to increase the supply of teachers of prior-
ity subjects at post primary level. Following engagement with the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA), HEIs have, since 2019, put in place new post primary initial teacher education under-
graduate programmes in priority subject areas, including mathematics, modern foreign lan-
guages and Irish.  The HEA, on behalf of my Department, also issued a call to HEIs for propos-
als for programmes to upskill teachers in targeted post-primary subjects (Spanish, mathematics 
and physics).  Following this call, three upskilling programmes commenced in these subjects in 
January 2021.  As I announced earlier this year, my Department intends to approve increased 
places on these programmes for their second intake of teachers in January 2022.
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11/11/2021WRU02100Special Educational Needs

11/11/2021WRU02200314. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to delays in the provision of two special educational needs classrooms due to planning 
complications at a school (details supplied); if this matter can be expedited; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55403/21]

11/11/2021WRU02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that the 
school referred to has been approved for a project under my Department’s Additional Accom-
modation Scheme.  This project will provide for a two classroom SEN base and has been de-
volved for delivery to the school authority.  

My Department approved this project to proceed to planning in June 2021. It is now a matter 
for the Board of Management to advance the project in that regard.

11/11/2021WRU02400Site Acquisitions

11/11/2021WRU02500315. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the extent to which her 
Department has had discussions with the various interests involved in respect of replacement 
school buildings at a school (details supplied); the extent to which outstanding issues have been 
resolved with a view to an urgent starting date for the development; if issues relating to traffic 
management and roads have been fully resolved; when it is expected that the various proj-
ects within her Department’s control can start; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55459/21]

11/11/2021WRU02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, My Department 
have Agreement in Principle with a landowner in respect of the acquisition of a suitable site for 
the project to which you refer at Donaghcumper, Celbridge.

While a site acquisition process is underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

Please rest assured that this project is being given priority attention and we are attempting 
to bring the matter to a close as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRU02700Site Acquisitions

11/11/2021WRU02800316. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the extent to which 
proposals in respect of the replacement of a school (details supplied) and the accommodation 
of the proposed schools at a campus; if the project has progressed satisfactorily since early July 
2021; the precise stage at which each of the projects now rest; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55460/21]

11/11/2021WRU02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has reached agreement 
in principle with the relevant landowner for the acquisition of the site to accommodate the cam-
pus development.

It is intended that this site will faciliate the construction of three schools, including the school 
to which the Deputy refers. In tandem with the site acquisition, my Department is finalising 
the accommodation briefs for the three schools. This will facilitate the commencement of the 
architectural planning process for the project and my Department will liaise with the school 
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authorities at that stage. 

11/11/2021WRU03000Disability Services

11/11/2021WRU03100317. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Social Protection the target month and 
year she is working to for the publication of the cost of disability research; the reason the report 
has not yet been published; the actions she has taken on foot of the report since she received it; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55256/21]

11/11/2021WRU03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits the Government to use this research into the cost of disability to individuals 
and families to properly inform the direction of future policy. My Department commissioned 
Indecon International Consultants to carry out research into the cost of disability in Ireland. 

This matter is significantly wider than the income support system which is why a whole-of-
Government perspective is being taken. There is not a single typical ‘cost of disability’, rather 
there is a spectrum from low additional costs to extremely high extra costs of disability, depend-
ing on the individual circumstances of the person with a disability. Additional costs of disability 
go across a number of areas of expenditure including housing; equipment, aids and appliances; 
mobility, transport and communications; medicines; care and assistance services and additional 
living expenses.

The report has been received and my Department is considering it in detail. As part of this 
consideration, the Department has been briefing and seeking the views of relevant Government 
departments which have a role to play in the delivery of disability services and supports. 

This process is now complete and I intend to submit the report to Government for con-
sideration shortly. A decision regarding the appropriate date of publication will be made once 
Government has had an opportunity to consider the report fully.

The supports and services for people with a disability are continually reviewed by my De-
partment. As part of Budget 2022, I announced a number of improvements, including specific 
changes to Disability Allowance and the Wage Subsidy Scheme (WSS), as follows:

- €5 increase in the maximum weekly rate of Disability Allowance, with proportionate in-
creases for people receiving a reduced rate.

- An increase in the earnings threshold above which means is fully assessed by €25 from 
€350 to €375 per week, for Disability Allowance (and Blind Pension), effective from June 2022. 

- An increase in the general weekly means disregard entry point for Disability Allowance 
from €2.50 to €7.60. Increasing this to €7.60 will bring the  weekly means disregard for Dis-
ability Allowance in line with Blind Pension, One Parent Family and Carer’s Allowance. The 
effect of this measure will be to increase the weekly rate of payment by up to €5 per week for 
Disability Allowance recipients who have means.

-The Wage Subsidy Scheme base subsidy paid to employers who employ people with a dis-
ability will increase from €5.30 to €6.30 per hour from January 2022. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/11/2021WRV00200Personal Public Service Numbers
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11/11/2021WRV00300318. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a PPS 
number will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55292/21]

11/11/2021WRV00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A Personal Public Service 
(PPS) Number is a unique reference number that helps a person access social welfare benefits 
and public services in Ireland.  If applying for a PPS Number to take up employment, a person 
must have a signed offer of employment from the employer confirming when the job is due to 
start or when it started.  This letter should be on company headed paper with the employer’s 
contact details and employer/company registered number.  A person does not need a PPS Num-
ber if they are looking for work or for an employer to make an offer of employment.

The person concerned applied for a PPS Number on 17/10/2021.  The application was re-
ferred back to the person concerned on 09/11/2021 as the documentation submitted was insuf-
ficient to process her application and she was asked to provide a signed letter from an employer 
confirming an offer of employment.

It is open to the person concerned to submit the requested documentation and her applica-
tion will be processed.

I trust this clarifies the matter. 

11/11/2021WRV00500Departmental Schemes

11/11/2021WRV00600319. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason rural 
social scheme supervisors are excluded from the package her Department is offering commu-
nity employment supervisors and community employment assistant supervisors; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55311/21]

11/11/2021WRV00700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): As 
the Deputy will be aware, CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors have been seeking for 
several years through their union representatives, SIPTU and Forsa, the allocation of Exche-
quer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a 
pension scheme for CE supervisors and assistant supervisors who are employed by CE scheme 
sponsors.  

Within this context, officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform held discussions on proposals to progress and resolve this complex issue, 
while having regard to the wider budgetary framework.  Department officials also held discus-
sions with unions representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.

These discussions were held on the clear agreement of all involved that they related solely 
to those parties who were the subject of the 2008 Labour Court recommendation, namely CE 
supervisors and assistant supervisors, and any agreement reached on the proposal arising from 
these discussions would apply only to those parties.  

I trust this clarifies the matter.

11/11/2021WRV00800Departmental Schemes

11/11/2021WRV00900320. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review her 
Department’s plans to restructure local jobs clubs through a new tendering process, as this 
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would essentially privatise a social service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55317/21]

11/11/2021WRV01000321. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
extending contracts for local jobs clubs further following a recent six month extension to con-
tracts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55318/21]

11/11/2021WRV01100322. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on whether 
the new model for jobs clubs being profit driven based on performance to refer clients to full-
time employment as the key metric is a just policy move (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55319/21]

11/11/2021WRV01200323. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will reconsider 
the policy that would see jobs clubs being transformed into profit driven private enterprises 
through the new tendering process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55320/21]

11/11/2021WRV01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 320 to 323, inclusive, together.

My Department is now at an advanced stage in its first phase of procuring new employ-
ment services.  This phase involves the procurement of regional employment services for seven 
counties in the Midlands and North-West across four lots.  These counties do not have an exist-
ing local employment service and represent the first phase of an expansion of similar employ-
ment services across the State.

In line with the 2019 Indecon Review of Employment Services, Job Clubs and Local Em-
ployment Services are being folded into a single service, the Regional Employment Service, in 
each lot area to reduce duplication of functions and provide a more efficient integrated customer 
focused service.

This procurement process follows extensive consultations by my Department with the exist-
ing service providers over the last number of years. 

I can assure the Deputy that no new privatisation is being undertaken In relation to em-
ployment services.  No service previously undertaken by civil or public servants is being out-
sourced.  Local Employment Services and Job Clubs have always been contracted out services 
and provide employment services for those who are long term unemployed.  My Department’s 
Intreo offices will continue to engage with those unemployed for 12 months or less and in line 
with the new Pathways to Work strategy, has been given additional resources to do so.

The Phase two procurement, which will see the Regional Employment Service model rolled 
out across the State will take on board the learnings from the first phase.  This is a significant 
expansion of employment services and will result in State-wide coverage of employment ser-
vices for those furthest from the labour market for the first time.

It is not proposed to extend the contracts of Job clubs in areas where a Regional Employ-
ment Service has been procured, as the new service will subsume the roles of both Job Clubs 
and Local Employment Services.  

The new model is a modernisation of existing employment services utilising best interna-
tional practices, good governance and key performance indicators to manage performance.  All 
these innovations are for the benefit of the long-term unemployment clients. The new model 
does not exclude existing service providers from tendering. Both I and my Department have 
consistently encouraged existing providers to work collaboratively together to submit joint ten-
ders for the Regional Employment Services. I am confident that where existing providers work 
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collaboratively their strong track record and previous experience will enable them to submit 
high quality bids for the provision of the new Regional Employment Services.

  Question No. 321 answered with Question No. 320.

  Question No. 322 answered with Question No. 320.

  Question No. 323 answered with Question No. 320.

11/11/2021WRV01700Public Services Card

11/11/2021WRV01800324. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a service to allow for the renewal of public services cards has been 
discontinued at a location (details supplied) in County Sligo; her views on whether it is not 
acceptable for residents of the area and its vast hinterland to have to travel 20 miles or more 
to avail of the service; her further views on whether such a move to discontinue the service is 
not in line with the Our Rural Future initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55322/21]

11/11/2021WRV01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am happy to confirm 
that the service referred to by the Deputy is scheduled to resume from next week.  People will 
be able to apply for a Public Services Card (PSC) or renew their PSC in Tubbercurry one day 
a week.

My Department has an extensive range of offices providing essential services across rural 
Ireland.  This service will complement the service already provided in other offices in Sligo 
town, Swinford, Claremorris and Boyle, and will ensure that anyone in the South Sligo area 
who wishes to acquire or renew a PSC can do so in Tubbercurry, if they so wish.

There are alternative ways of extending or renewing an expired PSC.  An expired card can 
be extended for three years by calling my Department at 0818 837000.

In addition, my Department has introduced an online PSC renewal service, available on My-
Welfare.ie.  By submitting an up to date photograph a person can renew their PSC for 10 years.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/11/2021WRV02000Social Welfare Appeals

11/11/2021WRV02100325. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an urgent oral 
hearing can be facilitated online or in person in respect of an appeal for invalidity pension in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55327/21]

11/11/2021WRV02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am advised by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision 
on 26 January 2021. 

A decision of an Appeals Officer is generally final apart from in some limited circumstanc-
es.  The Chief Appeals Officer has power under Section 318 of the Social Welfare Consolidation 
Act 2005 to revise any decision where it appears to her that the Appeals Officer’s decision was 
erroneous by reason of some mistake having been made in relation to the law or the facts.  A 
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request for such a review by the Chief Appeals Officer in respect of the person concerned was 
received on 26 April 2021.  The Chief Appeals Officer, having reviewed the Appeals Officer’s 
decision, declined to revise the decision.  The person concerned was notified of the outcome of 
the Chief Appeals Officer’s review on 10 May 2021. 

An Appeals Officer may revise his or her decision under Section 317 of the Social Welfare 
Consolidation Act 2005 where it appears to him or her that the decision was erroneous in the 
light of new evidence or new facts which have been subsequently brought to his or her notice.  
I am advised that the person concerned submitted additional evidence and that the Appeals Of-
ficer reviewed the appeal on foot of this additional evidence under Section 317.  The Appeals 
Officer did not find any new facts or evidence which warranted a revision of her earlier deci-
sion.  The person concerned was notified of the outcome of the Appeals Officer’s review on 19 
August 2021. 

I am advised that a second Section 318 review was requested in respect of the person con-
cerned on 7 October 2021.  Following a review of the Appeals Officer’s decision the Chief Ap-
peals Officer again declined to revise the decision.  The person concerned was notified of the 
outcome of the Chief Appeals Officer’s review on 28 October 2021.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has noted the Deputy’s requests for an oral hearing.  This 
matter is governed by the Social Welfare (Appeals) Regulations 1998 (S.I. No. 108 of 1998). 
Article 13 of the Regulations provides “Where the appeals officer is of the opinion that the case 
is of such a nature that it can properly be determined without a hearing, he or she may determine 
the appeal summarily.”  The Appeals Office is satisfied that this appeal, at initial decision stage 
and at the review stages, has been properly determined without an oral hearing. 

Under social welfare legislation, a Section 318 review is the final stage of the appeal pro-
cess.  However, the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (Section 327) also provides that any 
person who is dissatisfied with the decision of an Appeals Officer may appeal that decision to 
the High Court on any question of law. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/11/2021WRV02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

11/11/2021WRV02400326. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is a provision 
in place in relation to a scenario related to the Covid-19 pandemic (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55356/21]

11/11/2021WRV02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department of Social 
Protection provides a suite of income supports for those who are unable to work due to an ill-
ness or disability.  Entitlement to these supports is not contingent on the nature of the illness/
disability but on the extent to which a particular illness or disability impairs or restricts a per-
son’s capacity to work.  My Department spent a total of €4.7 billion on illness, disability and 
caring payments in 2020.

Illness Benefit is the primary income support payment for people who are unable to attend 
work due to illness of any type.  Additional payments may also be made in respect of a qualified 
adult and qualifying children.  It is payable for up to two years, based on the person’s continued 



Questions - Written Answers

194

eligibility.  An enhanced Illness Benefit is payable for up to ten weeks for people diagnosed 
with Covid-19, subject to ongoing medical certification.  In a case where a person continues to 
be ill with Covid-19 beyond ten weeks, standard Illness Benefit may be paid for an extended 
period, based on the person’s continued eligibility. 

Invalidity Pension is a pension paid to people who are “permanently incapable of work” 
because of illness or disability.  It is based on a claimant’s social insurance contributions and 
medical condition and is not means tested.

Disability Allowance is a means-tested payment for people with a specified disability who 
are aged between 16 and 66.  The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the 
allowance is subject to a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test.

Apart from these income supports, my Department also provides means tested supports un-
der the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme for people who are ill but who do not qualify 
for other schemes.  The Department may also make an Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) to 
help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could not reasonably be expected to 
meet from their weekly income.   

The Department regularly reviews its supports and payments schemes to ensure that they 
continue to meet their objectives.  As set out above, a comprehensive set of income support 
payments is in place for those experiencing illness and disability, based on a person’s medical 
condition and either their social insurance contributions or means testing.  It is generally the 
extent to which a particular illness or disability impairs or restricts a person’s capacity to work 
rather than the nature of the illness or disability that is taken into account when eligibility is 
being assessed.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

11/11/2021WRV02600Social Welfare Code

11/11/2021WRV02700327. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
sider extending the jobseeker’s transition payment beyond the 14th birthday of the child when 
a recipient is in full-time education to allow the recipient to continue to receive the payment 
until they have completed their education course; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55399/21]

11/11/2021WRV02800328. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
parents who lose the jobseeker’s transition payment while taking part in an education course 
due to the child turning 14; if her Department has conducted research into the effect this has or 
will have on the completion rate of education courses; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55401/21]

11/11/2021WRV02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 327 and 328 together.

Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST)  is a is a special arrangement under the Jobseeker’s 
Allowance scheme.  It is a means-tested payment to support lone parents whose youngest child 
is over 7 and under 14 years old. It is a requirement for recipients of the payment to engage with 
the Department’s Intreo service.

JST recipients may participate in a course of education.  Customers engaging in a course of 
education should contact their local Intreo Centre or Branch Office as they will advise if Back 
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to Education Allowance is a better option for the person.  

Where a person moves to Back to Education allowance it will be paid at the same rate as the 
JST payment.  It will continue to be paid, regardless of the age of the person’s child as long as 
the person continues to meet the qualifying conditions for that scheme.

The number of JST recipients whose youngest child turns 14 while they are in education 
is not known and the Department has not undertaken research into completion rates in these 
circumstances.  However, as it is possible for such a person to move to another payment in or-
der to complete their course of study, regardless of the youngest child’s age there should be no 
negative impact on course completions.

Extending the Jobseeker’s Transition Payment beyond the 14th birthday of the child would 
have the effect of delaying the interaction of affected customers with the Department’s Intreo 
services.  The primary aim of the current system is to reduce long-term welfare dependency, 
and associated poverty, among lone parents, and to improve their access to education, training, 
and employment support services.  Improved access to these services will enhance their skills-
set and job-readiness, thereby assisting with their transition into the workforce, and with their 
subsequent attainment of financial independence.  For these reasons, I have no proposals to 
change the position at this time.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 328 answered with Question No. 327.

11/11/2021WRW00200Direct Provision System

11/11/2021WRW00300329. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if his attention has been drawn to the video circulating on social media in regard 
to direct provision (details supplied); if this matter is being investigated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55288/21]

11/11/2021WRW00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): First of all, I can assure you that the health and well-being of all people who avail 
of accommodation provided by this Department is of the highest priority to both myself and 
my officials.

The International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS), which is responsible for the 
provision of accommodation and related services to people in the International Protection pro-
cess, is aware of the video that is circulating on social media in regard to the mentioned facility.

In response to this, staff from the International Protection Procurement Service (IPPS), 
which manages the contract with the Direct Provision accommodation the referred to centre, 
visited the centre on 3 November to investigate the matter, including a review of CCTV in the 
area, and did not find evidence that food is being served in plastic bags.  

QTS, an independent inspectorate company that undertakes inspections on behalf of IPPS, 
also visited the centre on 3 November, to ensure that it is complying with the terms of its con-
tract with regard to food provision to residents.

Accommodation centres are currently subject to regular unannounced inspections by both 
Department officials in IPAS and QTS Limited. It is expected that each accommodation centre 
will be inspected three times in 2021, twice by QTS and once by IPAS officials.
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In addition, accommodation centres are contractually bound to provide menus that reason-
ably meet the dietary needs of the different ethnic groups accommodated at the centre and the 
reasonable prescribed dietary needs of any person accommodated at the centre. Menus must 
include a vegetarian option and all food products provided must have a traceability system that 
complies with food safety requirements. All accommodation centres that offer catered options 
must provide three meals per day and must have a range of snacks and non-alcoholic beverages 
readily available.

IPAS is always available to deal with any complaints from residents and residents are en-
couraged to engage with IPAS if they are unhappy with any aspect of their accommodation. 
Where a complaint is significant in nature or a resident is not comfortable raising a complaint 
with a centre manager, they may make the complaint directly, or through a representative au-
thorised to act on their behalf, to the IPAS Customer Service Team. 

All residents also have access to an independent support helpline operated by the Jesuit 
Refugee Service and funded by the Department. IPAS is also working to facilitate clinics at cen-
tres, in line with public health restrictions. IPAS has no role in determining a resident’s claim 
for international protection. Decisions on claims for international protection are matters for the 
Department of Justice. Residents can freely make complaints without any implications for their 
claims for international protection.

Accommodation centres are subject to regular unannounced inspections by IPAS/IPPS and 
by an independent inspections company. Inspection reports are published on www.gov.ie/en/
publication/534c2-ipas-inspection-reports/ .

I trust that that this information can provide the necessary reassurance to you that the Gov-
ernment is committed to the welfare of all residents of our accommodation centres and the 
replacement of the current model of accommodation provision.

11/11/2021WRW00500Domestic Violence

11/11/2021WRW00600330. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if funding will be made available as a matter of urgency for the provision of a 
domestic violence refuge for counties Sligo and Leitrim; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55289/21]

11/11/2021WRW00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence (DSGBV) is a 
cross Departmental and multi-agency issue with policy coordinated by the Department of Jus-
tice. Under the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has 
statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of DSGBV. Capital funding for 
approved housing bodies, including services that provide refuge accommodation for victims of 
DSGBV, is provided by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

Tusla’s ‘Review of the Provision of Accommodation for Victims of Domestic Violence’ as-
sesses the current and requisite distribution of safe emergency accommodation and has exam-
ined the current level of refuge provision, evidence of demand for services and unmet need, and 
analysis of proximity to refuge by local communities. The Review has been completed and is 
undergoing the final edit for publication. It is intended to publish the Review this month. There-
fore, at present, I am not in a position to confirm if funding for refuges for victims of domestic 
violence will be established in counties Sligo or Leitrim.

While there is currently no domestic violence refuge in Sligo/Leitrim, Tusla’s Area Manager 
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for that region has confirmed that the Domestic Violence Advocacy Service (DVAS) can and 
does provide temporary accommodation for service users on an as and when required basis. 

I expect that the implementation process for the Review will identify priority areas where 
there is greatest urgency in achieving safe accommodation for victims of domestic violence. 
Implementation will require collaboration from a range of statutory and other bodies.

The Review represents my commitment to prioritising and supporting victims of DSGBV. 
My Department continues to engage with Tusla, Non-Government Organisations that play a 
key role in this area, and other relevant Government Departments and Agencies (particular-
ly the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage and the Department of Justice) 
to progress work in this area.

11/11/2021WRW00800Youth Work Supports

11/11/2021WRW00900331. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if there is discretionary funding available for a group (details supplied) in 
County Kerry to help with electricity and insurance costs for its premises; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55245/21]

11/11/2021WRW01000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy might be aware that the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme supports 
volunteer-led youth work activities at a local level by providing small grants towards the costs 
of running youth clubs and groups. These grants are made available to all eligible youth clubs 
and youth groups through the network of 16 Education and Training Boards who advertise the 
scheme annually and administer the funding on behalf of my Department at a local level. 

In 2021 funding of over €2.257m was made available nationally for the Local Youth Club 
Grant Scheme which included an allocation of €60,241 to Kerry Education and Training Board.

In June this year I also approved funding of €1.4m to administer a minor grant scheme to 
support youth services and youth clubs with expenditure associated with the cost of re-opening 
following the easing of Covid-19 restrictions.  Eligible costs included the purchase of consum-
ables or eligible overheads, incurred over the period 1 March to 31 December 2021 due to the 
imposition of Covid-19 restrictions or arising from steps to re-open in line with Government 
guidance.

This funding was distributed between the 16 Education and Training Boards to provide 
financial support to the youth services and youth clubs within their functional area.  A funding 
allocation of €26,313 was provided to Kerry Education and Training Board for this purpose and 
grants of up to €400 were available to eligible youth clubs under the scheme. 

Organisations wishing to obtain more information on the funding available under these 
schemes should contact Kerry Education and Training Board which is administering this fund-
ing on behalf of the Department.

11/11/2021WRW01100Youth Services

11/11/2021WRW01200332. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the current restrictions covering youth clubs. [55331/21]

11/11/2021WRW01300333. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
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tion and Youth if updated guidelines will be published for youth groups. [55332/21]

11/11/2021WRW01400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 and 333 together.

The Department has worked with youth services throughout the duration of the ongoing 
pandemic to ensure that young people, especially those who are vulnerable, continue to receive 
necessary supports to the greatest degree possible. Services continue to be delivered in a variety 
of ways, some remotely, some outdoors when weather permits, and many indoors, with strict 
regard to public health guidance, using multiple pods, each pod consisting of a maximum of 6 
young people. 

I am aware of the challenges to youthwork of being restricted to pods of six young people 
and I have raised this with my Government colleagues.  I hope to see further easing of restric-
tions soon, be it with continued strict adherence to public health guidelines.

The Department has worked closely with key youth sector representatives to provide sec-
tor-specific guidance in line with the Government’s Resilience & Recovery 2020-2021: Plan 
for Living with COVID-19 and Reframing the Challenge: Continuing our Recovery and Re-
connecting to ensure that young people continue to be supported in a manner consistent with 
evolving public health guidance and to address other issues arising in the sector as a result of 
Covid-19.  

 For full information on the current guidance for Youth Work Organisations please see the 
following link:  www.gov.ie/en/publication/58393-guidance-for-youth-organisations-on-resu-
ming-full-services-after-covid-19/   

As we begin to move beyond the pandemic, I am committed to supporting this important 
sector, which has enormous value to the many young people involved and from a broader social 
and economic viewpoint.

  Question No. 333 answered with Question No. 332.

11/11/2021WRW01600Youth Services

11/11/2021WRW01700334. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if consideration will be given to the easing of restrictions in relation to the reopening 
of youth organisation meetings as a matter of urgency; if additional funding will be allocated 
to these largely voluntary groups in order to address the loss of socialisation for young adults; 
if measures will be put in place to ensure that such outlets for young adults will be treated the 
same as school settings for the purposes of Covid-19 regulations; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55365/21]

11/11/2021WRW01800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Department has worked with youth services throughout the duration of the 
ongoing pandemic to ensure that young people, especially those who are vulnerable, continue 
to receive necessary supports to the greatest degree possible. Services continue to be delivered 
in a variety of ways, some remotely, some outdoor when weather permits, and some, with strict 
regard to public health guidance, through indoor work using multiple pods, each pod made up 
of a maximum of six young people. 

The Department has worked closely with key youth sector representatives to provide sec-
tor-specific guidance in line with the Government’s Resilience & Recovery 2020-2021: Plan 
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for Living with COVID-19 and Reframing the Challenge: Continuing our Recovery and Re-
connecting to ensure that young people continue to be supported in a manner consistent with 
evolving public health guidance and to address other issues arising in the sector as a result of 
Covid-19.

For full information on the current guidance for Youth Work Organisations please see the 
following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/58393-guidance-for-youth-organisations-on-resu-
ming-full-services-after-covid-19/   

 Through the Department’s engagement with key youth sector representatives, my officials 
are aware that youth services are having difficulties in conducting indoor youth activities in 
pods of 6 for groups with mixed vaccination status. Taking into account the benefits of youth 
services for this vulnerable cohort, I have raised the issue at cabinet level seeking an expansion 
to the numbers allowed in pods.

 To support the delivery of necessary face-to-face supports to young people who are vulner-
able, at risk or in crisis, youth service delivery has been explicitly recognised as an essential 
service under the most recent set of Covid-related Regulations, as provided for by S.I. No. 4 of 
2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amend-
ment) Regulations 2021. 

Funding for the provision of targeted youth services is administered on behalf of my Depart-
ment by the Education and Training Boards (ETBs), which allocate funding via applications to 
the UBU Your Place Your Space scheme.  Youth Clubs which may require additional funding 
should contact their local ETB for further information and assistance. I also provide annual 
funding for universal youth services through the Youth Services Grant Scheme to 30 national 
youth organisations.

My Department has maintained funding to youth work services throughout the pandem-
ic and I have been pleased to announce an additional €5m in funding in Budget 2021 and Bud-
get 2022. In 2020 I announced an additional small capital grant scheme for services to assist 
with the extra costs incurred by COVID-19.

As we begin to move beyond the pandemic, I am committed to supporting this important 
sector, which has enormous value to the many young people involved and from a broader social 
and economic viewpoint.

11/11/2021WRW01900Grant Payments

11/11/2021WRW02000335. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if a student with a level 5 qualification who is now doing a dif-
ferent level 5 qualification can access the SUSI grant if he or she did not receive it for the first 
level 5 qualification; if not, if there are alternative supports available for such a student; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55323/21]

11/11/2021WRW02100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Progression is a key tenet of the Student Grant Scheme and section 2 of 
the Student Support Act 2011. To satisfy the terms and conditions of the student grant scheme 
in relation to progression, a student must be moving from year to year within a course, having 
successfully completed the previous year or be transferring from one course to another where 
the award for the subsequent course is of a higher level than the previous course. 

Generally speaking, a grant will not be paid to a student for a repeat period of study on the 
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same course, or for a different course at the same level, irrespective of whether or not a grant 
was paid previously.  The objective of this policy is to help as many students as possible to ob-
tain one qualification at each level of study. However, once a student progresses to a course at 
a higher level or completes the equivalent period of study on a new course, the student may be 
eligible for student grant assistance for the remainder of the course. Article 15(7) of the Student 
Grant Scheme 2021 refers.

Notwithstanding this, under Article 15(8) of the Student Grant Scheme 2021, the award-
ing authority SUSI has discretion to award a grant for a repeat period of study in exceptional 
circumstances, such as serious certified illness, which impacted on a student completing a par-
ticular period of study or undertaking exams in line with guidelines drawn up by the Minister.

SUSI treats each application for repeat funding on a case by case basis and it is it is a matter 
for the individual student to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the awarding authority that there 
were exceptional circumstances.

The Student Grant Scheme also contains a “second chance” provision whereby mature stu-
dents who previously attended but did not successfully complete a course who are returning in 
order to pursue an approved course at PLC, undergraduate or postgraduate level in the relevant 
academic year following a break in studies of at least five years may be assessed for grant as-
sistance. Article 13(6) of the Student Grant Scheme 2021 refers. 

Also the €200 PLC Participant Contribution was abolished for all students under Budget 
2022, effective from the 2022/23 academic year. 

11/11/2021WRW02200Grant Payments

11/11/2021WRW02300336. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on whether it is fair that a person can be refused a SUSI grant 
with the reason for disqualification being that capital allowances are not allowed against calcu-
lating income for SUSI grants, considering this is particularly unfair on self-employed persons 
and the same write-off process is permitted when calculating returns to the Revenue Commis-
sioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55357/21]

11/11/2021WRW02400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The Student Grant Scheme, administered by SUSI (Student Universal Sup-
port Ireland), provides grant assistance to students attending an approved course in an approved 
institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to national-
ity, residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

The means test arrangements of the Student Grant Scheme are applied nationally. Student 
grant applications are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside 
the State within a specified reference period. In the case of both employed and self-employed 
applicants, gross income, before deduction of income tax or universal social charge, is assessed 
with certain specified social welfare and health service executive payments excluded.

The assessment of means under the Student Grant Scheme is based on gross income from all 
sources. Therefore, all income is assessed from the same starting point, eliminating any distor-
tion which might arise from different spending decisions.

Article 23 of the Student Grant Scheme 2021 deals with the determination of reckonable 
income. In calculating reckonable income no account is taken of capital assets. Therefore no de-
duction is given for capital expenditure, regardless of how it is treated for income tax purposes.
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Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is 
available through the Access Officer in the third level institution attended. The fund is adminis-
tered on a confidential, discretionary basis. 

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on this 
tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie  .

11/11/2021WRW02500An Garda Síochána

11/11/2021WRW02600337. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Justice the number of full-time gardaí cur-
rently based in Rathcoole Garda station by rank. [55251/21]

11/11/2021WRW02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (as amended) for the manage-
ment and administration of Garda business, including the recruitment and training of Garda 
members and staff. The Commissioner is also responsible, under Section 33 of the Act, for the 
distribution of the Garda Síochána throughout the State. As Minister, I play no role in these 
independent functions. 

I am advised, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continuous review to ensure their optimum use in light of a number of factors, including but not 
limited to, operational demand, emerging crime trends etc.

I have been advised by the Garda authorities that Rathcoole Garda Station is part of the 
Clondalkin District and is located in the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) West Division. 
As of the 31 October 2021, the latest date for when figures are available, DMR West has a total 
strength of 746 members of all ranks assigned. This is an increase of 58 members, or almost 
8.5%, since the end of 2015. 

The following table provides the breakdown of members assigned by station to the 
Clondalkin District as of 31 October 2021 by rank for the Deputy’s information.

STATION SUP INSP SGT GDA TOTAL
BALLYFERMOT 2 12 64 78
CLONDALKIN 1 6 11 94 112
RATHCOOLE 1 17 18
- 1 8 24 175 208

11/11/2021WRW02800An Garda Síochána

11/11/2021WRW02900338. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Justice the number of members of An 
Garda Síochána by each rank in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular 
form. [55252/21]

11/11/2021WRW03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no role 
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in these independent functions.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the dis-
tribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priori-
ties, to ensure their optimum use. 

The budget provided by Government to the Garda Commissioner continues to increase to 
unprecedented levels, with an allocation of €1.952 billion for 2021. Budget 2022 provides over 
€2 billion in funding. This significant investment by the government has allowed for sustained 
and ongoing investment into An Garda Síochána and into recruitment of new Gardaí. Budget 
2022 provides for funding to recruit an additional 800 Garda members in 2022.

The table below details the number of members per rank by year for the timeframe request-
ed. Please note that figures for 2021 are valid as of 31 October 2021, the latest date for when 
information is available. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-11_pq338-11-11-21_en.docx”>Garda Ranks</a>]  

11/11/2021WRW03100An Garda Síochána

11/11/2021WRW03200339. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1390 of 27 July 2021, if she will provide the corresponding figures for the Roscom-
mon/Longford division and the Galway division respectively; the numbers in each station ap-
pointed to specialist units; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55285/21]

11/11/2021WRW03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will appreciate, under the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 (as amended), the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the man-
agement and administration of An Garda Síochána, which includes the deployment and station-
ing of Garda members throughout the State. As Minister, I have no role in this independent 
function.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that 161 Garda members in Galway Division and 
37 Garda members in Roscommon/Longford Division are assigned to specialist units.  The 
attached tables outline the number of Garda members assigned to each specialist unit in each 
Division as requested by the Deputy.

A further spreadsheet is also attached, which sets out the number of Gardaí assigned to each 
District in the Roscommon/Longford and Galway Divisions as at 31 October 2021, the latest 
date for when figures are available.

Information in relation to the number of Garda members assigned to each Garda Division,  
can be found on my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce   

Details in relation to the number of Garda civilian staff assigned to each Garda Division 
are also available on my Department’s website at the following link: justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/
Garda_Staff 

[<a ref=https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-11_pq339-11-11-21_en.docx>Specialist Units Galway Division</a>]

11/11/2021WRX00200Residency Permits
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11/11/2021WRX00300340. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice if persons with pending appli-
cations under section 3 or deportation order and persons who may have been living in Ireland 
for ten to 15 years will be included in the scheme to regularise the undocumented here; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55287/21]

11/11/2021WRX00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Government committed to introduc-
ing new pathways to status regularisation within 18 months of its formation.  My Justice Plan 
2021 contains a commitment to create new pathways for long-term undocumented people and 
their dependents who must meet specified criteria to regularise their status. 

The scheme will provide an opportunity for those who meet its criteria to remain and reside 
in the State and to become part of mainstream Irish society rather than living on its margins. 
Successful applicants will receive an immigration permission, access to the labour market and 
will be able to begin the process of becoming Irish citizens, should they wish to do so. 

The objective is to ensure that the scheme is as inclusive as possible and my Department 
has conducted a targeted consultation on the proposed scheme which has provided a valuable 
opportunity to hear from those affected by the proposed approach to the scheme. 

Following the consultation process, my Department continues to work to finalise the details, 
including eligibility considerations and qualifying criteria, and also to design and manage the 
practical aspects to enable applications to be made and processed as efficiently as possible. The 
specific qualifying criteria will be guided by, among other things, the learning from previous 
regularisation schemes, such as the 2018 Student Scheme, and schemes operated by other EU 
Member States.

We are now working to finalise the details for the scheme, including eligibility consider-
ations and qualifying criteria, with a view to bringing a proposal to Government and to publish 
the details of the scheme before the end of this year.  

11/11/2021WRX00800Deportation Orders

11/11/2021WRX00900341. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice when persons (details sup-
plied) can expect a decision on their deportation appeals to be made; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [55299/21]

11/11/2021WRX01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In response to a notification pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written representations 
have been submitted on behalf of the persons concerned. These representations, together with 
all other information and documentation on file, will be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) 
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable legislation, in advance of a 
final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/11/2021WRX01100Naturalisation Applications
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11/11/2021WRX01200342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); when 
it is expected the application can be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55458/21]

11/11/2021WRX01300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): This application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received on 30 September 2019. This application is currently being processed 
with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting 
of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

However, the public health restrictions in place over the last 18 months due to the Covid-19 
pandemic has had a significant impact on service delivery and consequently normal service 
could not be maintained. As a result, the processing timeline for citizenship applications has 
unfortunately increased. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/11/2021WRX01400Health Services

11/11/2021WRX01500343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if assistance with travel 
to medical appointments for treatment for cancer can continue to be provided in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55456/21]

11/11/2021WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRX01700Emergency Departments

11/11/2021WRX01800344. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health if alternative arrange-
ments can be made available in the community in view of the fact that emergency departments 
in hospitals are seeing a surge in elderly persons presenting themselves to the departments 
for various non-Covid-19 related health issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55239/21]

11/11/2021WRX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments cause to patients, their families, and frontline staff working 
in very challenging conditions in hospitals throughout the country. The HSE reports that emer-
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gency department attendances have now reached 2019 levels, exceeding them at some sites, 
and the numbers of patients waiting on trolleys for hospital admission have been increasing 
steadily over the past several months. This winter is expected to be particularly challenging 
with the continued need to manage Covid-19 in our hospitals while facing the high winter de-
mand for ED services, particularly by older persons.

The Winter Plan 2021/22 is in active development by the HSE and a revised plan has just 
been submitted on foot of a request by the Department of Health. The revised Plan will reflect 
the funding available and set out the measures to be implemented and the expected impacts. 
My Department is continuing to engage intensively with the HSE on the issue, and a finalised 
Winter Plan will be published in due course.

As part of the Winter Plan 2021/22, the HSE are preparing for the volume of both unsched-
uled and scheduled activity to return to previous levels. In order to accommodate this demand 
the HSE will implement new ways of working, open additional capacity, and continue to en-
hance infection prevention and control measures in our healthcare facilities.

In line with the Sláintecare ‘right care, right time, right place’ approach, the Winter Plan will 
be targeted at optimising and creating capacity at three critical stages in the patient pathway: 
avoidance of hospital admittance unless absolutely essential, patient flow through our hospitals, 
and safe and timely egress of patients from hospital. As in previous years, Winter Plan initia-
tives will aim to reduce demand on emergency care by providing additional acute bed capacity, 
alternative care pathways in the primary care and community care sectors, and additional dis-
charge supports in the community.

The Government is continuing to invest in the development of primary and community 
services through the Enhanced Community Care programme. Some €195m was allocated in 
Budget 2022 to build on the progress made this year and to ensure the continued rollout of 96 
Community Healthcare Networks across the country as well as the establishment of specialist 
community teams for older persons and those with chronic conditions.  

The development of these networks and teams, alongside other initiatives such as improved 
GP access to diagnostics, expanded Community Intervention Teams and the development of 
Primary Care Centres, will enhance capacity in community services and ease pressure on hos-
pital EDs. 

11/11/2021WRX02000Hospital Facilities

11/11/2021WRX02100345. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the lack of stroke facilities in hospitals; if a strategy is being put in place to alleviate this issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55240/21]

11/11/2021WRX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive’s pro-
posed National Stroke Strategy 2021-2026 has been clinically approved by the HSE Chief 
Clinical Officer Clinical Forum at its meeting in July 2021 and the HSE inform me that it will 
be reviewed by the HSE Executive Management Team at its meeting of 23rd November, 2021. 
This will inform the date for publication with regard to organisational strategy, planning and 
implementation.  Funding will also be considered in this context. 

As the provision of stroke facilities in hospitals is a service matter, it has been referred to the 
Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  
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11/11/2021WRX02300Mental Health Services

11/11/2021WRX02400346. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason ten jobs for men-
tal health services in County Kerry were not advertised (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55249/21]

11/11/2021WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRX02600Health Services

11/11/2021WRX02700347. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on meeting 
the commitment in the HSE service plan 2021 to provide for services (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55254/21]

11/11/2021WRX02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRX02900Disability Services

11/11/2021WRX03000348. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the way in which the 120,000 ad-
ditional personal assistance hours announced in Budget 2022 will be distributed to address the 
requirements outlined in the disability capacity review (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55255/21]

11/11/2021WRX03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): A Review of 
Disability Social Care Demand and Capacity Requirements up to 2032, was published by my-
self, Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly and Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth Roderic O’Gorman on 15th July 2021.

It is important to note that the Report quantifies and costs future need for disability support 
services from a 2018 baseline, and not a 2021 baseline. That is, the funding requirements as 
set out in the Report are relative to 2018 expenditure, not 2021. In order to drive the process of 
implementing the recommendations of the report, the Ministers have also published a Frame-
work Action Plan setting out key priorities over the period to 2025.

An Interdepartmental Working Group is now preparing the Action Plan for consideration 
of the Cabinet Social Policy Sub- Committee. This work was enhanced by the views of service 
users and representative organisations who were consulted in September of this year.

Further information on the Working Group can be found at the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/f7943-the-disability-framework-action-plan-working-group/.

Further information on the public consultation can be found here:

www.gov.ie/en/consultation/e9193-public-consultation-on-disability-social-care-services-
to-guide-plan-for-the-next-4-years-2022-2025/.
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11/11/2021WRX03200Hospital Admissions

11/11/2021WRX03300349. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitalisations 
per hospital recorded in October, November and to date in 2021 for children and older adults 
afflicted with respiratory syncytial virus infection in tabular form. [55257/21]

11/11/2021WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRY00200Hospital Admissions

11/11/2021WRY00300350. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the operational activity and num-
bers at a hospital (details supplied). [55265/21]

11/11/2021WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

11/11/2021WRY00500Ambulance Service

11/11/2021WRY00600351. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
calls registered for accidents on the N20 Cork to Limerick road in 2020 and to date in 2021. 
[55266/21]

11/11/2021WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

11/11/2021WRY00800Health Services

11/11/2021WRY00900352. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the resumption 
of daycare services in north County Sligo; the arrangement his Department will put in place to 
deliver daycare services in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55267/21]

11/11/2021WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRY01100Hospital Services

11/11/2021WRY01200353. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the avail-
ability of scalp-cooling services to cancer patients in public hospitals; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55271/21]

11/11/2021WRY01300354. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the avail-
ability of scalp-cooling services in the oncology ward of the Mater Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55272/21]

11/11/2021WRY01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 353 
and 354 together.
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The HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) advise that the provision of sys-
temic anti-cancer therapies (SACT) for patients with cancer can include many other additional 
elements to support the patient in the management of adverse effects associated with their treat-
ment. Scalp cooling is an example of one such supportive care measure. 

There are 26 public hospitals providing SACT in Ireland. A patient’s consultant will con-
sider each patient’s supportive care requirements, taking into account the individual patient, 
their treatment, and the evidence relating to the supportive care measure. 

There is no clinical consensus on the use of scalp cooling as a supportive care measure for 
patients with cancer undergoing SACT.  It is made available in some of these hospitals, based 
on suitability of the patient, local availability of equipment, service needs and capacity. 

However, the availability of scalp cooling is currently curtailed on infection control advice, 
considering the public health measures in place in hospitals related to Covid-19. This is because 
scalp cooling is associated with additional time in the hospital environment, as well as social 
distancing and additional cleaning requirements.

The NCCP advises that discussions are on-going in relation to setting up a scalp cooling 
service in the Mater Hospital.  However, any decision will have to take account of advice on 
public health and infection prevention and control measures in relation to Covid-19.

  Question No. 354 answered with Question No. 353.

11/11/2021WRY01600Disability Services

11/11/2021WRY01700355. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the position regarding dis-
ability services in County Cork in particular in relation to a child (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55277/21]

11/11/2021WRY01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRY01900Covid-19 Pandemic

11/11/2021WRY02000356. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if Irish citizens returning to 
Ireland from Canada for Christmas require PCR tests (details supplied). [55286/21]

11/11/2021WRY02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): International travellers to Ireland that 
meet the requirement of a vaccinated person as set out in SI 135/2021 (as amended) do not re-
quire a pre-departure PCR test result.

The vaccine products currently accepted for travel purposes are “Spikevax” (Moderna), 
“Vaxzevira” (AstraZeneca/Covishield), “Comirnaty”, “Coronavac” (Sinovac) and “Sinopharm 
BIBP”. As of 9 November 2021, a mixed dose of any of these vaccines is accepted provided 
the requisite number of days have passed since the final dose was administered. The single dose 
vaccine Janssen is also accepted. 

Obligations on travellers to self-quarantine following travel were lifted on 31 October 2021. 
The Government gives continuing consideration to policy on international travel informed by 
the epidemiological situation and public health advice. 
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11/11/2021WRY02200Nursing Homes

11/11/2021WRY02300357. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Health the reason the nursing home 
support scheme costs for a person (details supplied) are so excessive; the measures which can 
be taken to put on hold the excessive costs to family members until the person’s power of at-
torney is finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55290/21]

11/11/2021WRY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

11/11/2021WRY02500Ambulance Service

11/11/2021WRY02600358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address matters in 
relation to the ambulance service (details supplied) in County Kerry [55293/21]

11/11/2021WRY02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the details enclosed with the Dep-
uty’s question relate to an operational matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly, as soon as possible.   

11/11/2021WRY02800Dental Services 

11/11/2021WRY02900359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if funding is available to 
provide a refund to a person (details supplied) following a dental procedure; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55294/21]

11/11/2021WRY03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRY03100Health Services

11/11/2021WRY03200360. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if services will be put in 
place in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55296/21]

11/11/2021WRY03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

11/11/2021WRZ00200Hospital Staff

11/11/2021WRZ00300361. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to address 
the significant shortfall of neurology nurses in CUH; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55297/21]

11/11/2021WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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11/11/2021WRZ00500Health Strategies

11/11/2021WRZ00600362. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health when the Winter Plan will be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55300/21]

11/11/2021WRZ00700363. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the provisions which will be imple-
mented in the Winter Plan in the areas of managing Covid-19 cases in intensive care units, the 
flu, elective surgeries and non-elective surgeries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55301/21]

11/11/2021WRZ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 362 
and 363 together.

The Winter Plan 2021/22 is in active development by the HSE and it has just submitted a 
revised plan on foot of a request by the Department of Health. The revised Plan will reflect the 
funding available and set out the measures to be implemented and the expected impacts. My 
Department is continuing to engage intensively with the HSE on the issue, and a finalised Win-
ter Plan will be published in due course.

As part of the Winter Plan 2021/22, the HSE are preparing for the volume of both unsched-
uled and scheduled activity to return to previous levels. In order to accommodate this demand 
the HSE will implement new ways of working, open additional capacity, and continue to en-
hance infection prevention and control measures in our healthcare facilities.

In line with the Sláintecare ‘right care, right time, right place’ approach, the Winter Plan will 
be targeted at optimising and creating capacity at three critical stages in the patient pathway: 
avoidance of hospital admittance unless absolutely essential, patient flow through our hospitals, 
and safe and timely egress of patients from hospital. As in previous years, Winter Plan initia-
tives will aim to reduce demand on emergency care by providing additional acute bed capac-
ity, alternative care pathways outside the acute sector, and additional discharge supports in the 
community.

The 2021/2022 Influenza Vaccination Programme, which is an important part of winter 
preparation, was launched on 4 October 2021. Vaccinations are available free of charge to 
adults in specified at-risk groups and children aged from 2 to 17 years of age.

  Question No. 363 answered with Question No. 362.

11/11/2021WRZ01000Health Strategies

11/11/2021WRZ01100364. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the impact that the most recent 
spike in Covid-19 cases is having on the public health system; the measures to be taken in 
the Winter Plan and beyond to deal with this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55302/21]

11/11/2021WRZ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Covid-19 pandemic continues to 
impact on the provision of health services in Ireland as the system faces the challenge of pro-
viding non-Covid care while simultaneously delivering care for the cohort of patients with Co-
vid-19.   The volume of patients on waiting lists has increased significantly since the beginning 
of the pandemic, presenting a significant challenge to hospitals which are now operating with 
reduced capacity as a result of infection prevention and control measures.  Similarly, primary 
and social care services are under increasing pressure as they continue to provide services in an 
environment with reduced capacity, high numbers of patients on waiting lists and the ongoing 



11 November 2021

211

requirement for infection prevention and control measures. 

The health system is being supported at this exceptionally challenging time through signifi-
cantly increased funding with over €1 billion extra being provided in Budget 2022, bringing 
total investment to a record €21 billion.  This builds on the almost €2 billion in additional mon-
ies provided in Budget 2021.  This will allow for enhancements to be delivered in 2022 in key 
capacity areas including national acute strategies, hospital beds (including ICU), community 
health networks, home care packages, community beds and rehabilitation beds. 

Recognising the impact of the pandemic and the ransomware attack on waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures, health service funding for 2022 includes an allocation 
of €250 million, comprised of €200 million to the HSE and €50 million to the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund, to reduce hospital and community waiting lists. This €250 million will be 
used to fund additional activity in both the public and private sectors. I have already published 
an Acute Waiting List Action Plan which runs until December 2021 and has a series of targeted 
measures that are designed to address the growth in waiting lists.  In addition, my Department, 
the HSE and the NTPF are working on a Multi Annual Waiting List Plan to bring waiting lists 
in line with Sláintecare targets over the coming years.  

In relation to the Winter Plan specifically, the Plan will provide for appropriate, safe and 
timely care for patients by ensuring, insofar as possible, that effective levels of capacity and 
resources are in place to meet the expected growth in activity levels.  The Plan is in active de-
velopment by the HSE and a revised Plan is expected to be submitted to my Department shortly. 
The revised Plan will reflect the funding available and set out the measures to be implemented 
and the expected impacts. The Department of Health is continuing to engage intensively with 
the HSE on the issue.  

11/11/2021WRZ01300Hospital Appointments Status

11/11/2021WRZ01400365. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
can be given an urgent date for surgery to take place. [55316/21]

11/11/2021WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRZ01600Covid-19 Tests

11/11/2021WRZ01700366. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the current Covid-19 testing 
protocols in place for hospital emergency department admissions and discharges from hospital 
wards; if patients are checked before, during and after admission and on discharge; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55337/21]

11/11/2021WRZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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11/11/2021WRZ01900Assisted Human Reproduction

11/11/2021WRZ02000367. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the urgency with which an Assisted Human Reproduction Bill is required so as to give legal 
certainty to mothers of children born through surrogacy who presently have guardianship status 
which ends when the child turns 18 years of age removing any legal link between the child and 
mother; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55340/21]

11/11/2021WRZ02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. This legisla-
tion encompasses the regulation for the first time of a wide range of practices undertaken in this 
jurisdiction, including domestic surrogacy.

The surrogacy provisions of the Bill outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy 
in Ireland will be permitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be al-
truistic and pre-authorised by the new AHR Regulatory Authority. The legislation sets out a 
court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a child born through surrogacy may be 
transferred from the surrogate to the intending parent(s).

The draft Bill does not contain provisions to provide for retrospective declarations of par-
entage. Issues which arise from the assignment of retrospective parentage concern areas of 
law that intersect across the remits of several Government Departments and require detailed 
examination. My Department is engaging with the Department of Justice and the Department 
of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in respect of these matters.

Publication of the AHR Bill is a priority for my Department and the Government, and a com-
mitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared 
Future”. This Department will continue to engage intensively with the Office of the Attorney 
General in order to finalise this complex legislation.

The AHR legislation aims to promote and ensure the health and safety of parents and others 
involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate mothers), while, most importantly, con-
sideration of the welfare and best interests of children born as a result of AHR is a key principle 
underpinning all legislative measures in this area.

11/11/2021WRZ02200Health and Safety

11/11/2021WRZ02300368. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he will consider making it 
mandatory for male public toilets to have sanitary bins as in female toilets; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55349/21]

11/11/2021WRZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): An objective 
of the LGBTI+Inclusion_Strategy 2019-2021 is to ensure “Public spaces are safe and welcom-
ing of LGBTI+ people”.  One of the actions under this objective calls for all departments to

“Take practical measures to increase the availability of non-gendered toilets in public build-
ings.”

The LGBTI strategy is led by DCEDIY and they monitor the progress on the actions.  They 
may be best placed to respond on this PQ.
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11/11/2021WRZ02500Health Services Staff

11/11/2021WRZ02600369. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of assaults that 
were recorded on nurses each year from 2015 to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55350/21]

11/11/2021WRZ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRZ02800Health Services Staff

11/11/2021WRZ02900370. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of assaults that 
were recorded on doctors each year from 2015 to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55351/21]

11/11/2021WRZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRZ03100Health Services Staff

11/11/2021WRZ03200371. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of assaults that 
were recorded on paramedics each year from 2015 to date in 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55352/21]

11/11/2021WRZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA00125Health Services

11/11/2021WRAA00150372. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if funding can be made available 
for a group (details supplied) to assist in its establishment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55358/21]

11/11/2021WRAA00175Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

11/11/2021WRAA00200Hospital Staff

11/11/2021WRAA00300373. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average length of time it 
took to recruit and fill a nursing post in hospitals in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021. [55359/21]

11/11/2021WRAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA00500Hospital Staff

11/11/2021WRAA00600374. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average length of time it 
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took to recruit and fill a consultant post in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021. [55360/21]

11/11/2021WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA00800Health Services Staff

11/11/2021WRAA00900375. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average length of time 
it took to recruit and fill a new or vacant post in the HSE in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021. 
[55361/21]

11/11/2021WRAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA01100General Practitioner Services

11/11/2021WRAA01200376. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of general practi-
tioner referrals by type of referral and service for each month of 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, 
by hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55362/21]

11/11/2021WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA01400Covid-19 Tests

11/11/2021WRAA01500377. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the volume of Covid-19 retests car-
ried out by the HSE on first-time positive PCR tests since testing began. [55363/21]

11/11/2021WRAA01600378. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the volume of notifications issued by 
the HSE that recommended second Covid-19 PCR retests to persons in the country since testing 
began, by month and county. [55364/21]

11/11/2021WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 377 
and 378 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 378 answered with Question No. 377.

11/11/2021WRAA01900Hospital Admissions

11/11/2021WRAA02000379. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of children who spent 
more than four consecutive days in hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 
2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55366/21]

11/11/2021WRAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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11/11/2021WRAA02200Hospital Admissions

11/11/2021WRAA02300380. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of children who spent 
more than 21 consecutive days in hospital in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55367/21]

11/11/2021WRAA02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA02500Hospital Admissions

11/11/2021WRAA02600381. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of children who re-
quired hospitalisation from birth of 30 days or more for each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55368/21]

11/11/2021WRAA02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA02800Hospital Admissions

11/11/2021WRAA02900382. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of children who re-
quired ten or more visits inpatient, day case or outpatient to Children’s Health Ireland hospitals 
or regional paediatric units for each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55369/21]

11/11/2021WRAA03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRAA03100Hospital Charges

11/11/2021WRAA03200383. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the income recorded by Children’s 
Health Ireland hospitals at Crumlin, Tallaght and Temple Street from parking charges for each 
of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55370/21]

11/11/2021WRAA03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRBB00200Vaccination Programme

11/11/2021WRBB00300384. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a document (details supplied) 
was considered in respect of evidence in favour of giving heart failure patients high-risk priority 
on the vaccine priority and vaccine booster list; if this evidence was accepted; the situation in 
respect of heart failure patients on the vaccine booster list; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55371/21]

11/11/2021WRBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The NIAC 
makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department based on the prevalence of 
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the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisation.

More than 7.6 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine have now been administered since the 
programme began in December last year.  As the first phase of vaccination nears completion, 
the NIAC has been examining evidence regarding booster vaccines.

The NIAC has recommended that a booster dose of an mRNA vaccine (irrespective of 
whether the primary vaccination course was of an mRNA or adenoviral vector) be offered to 
those aged 60 years and older and healthcare workers. The booster dose should be given after 
an interval of six months (or at least five months) following the last dose of any authorised CO-
VID-19 vaccine. I have accepted this advice and the HSE has made the necessary arrangements 
to operationalise these recommendations with the booster rollout now underway.

The NIAC has also recommended an additional mRNA dose should be given to those aged 
12 years and older with immunocompromise associated with a suboptimal response to vaccina-
tion who have completed their primary vaccination course. The third dose of an mRNA vac-
cine should be given a minimum of two months after the last dose of the primary vaccination 
schedule.

You can view the NIAC recommendations regarding those with immunocompromise as-
sociated with a suboptimal response at the below link: rcpi-live-cdn.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Recommendations-re-additional-COVID-19-vaccine-dose-for-those-
with-Immunocompromise-FINAL-30082021.pdf.

The NIAC continues to examine emerging evidence regarding booster vaccines for those 
with waning immunity and reduced effectiveness in other groups, such as those with co-mor-
bidities (under 60 years of age) and will make further recommendations if required.

11/11/2021WRBB00500Eating Disorders

11/11/2021WRBB00600385. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if there is funding available 
for a person (details supplied) with an eating disorder; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55372/21]

11/11/2021WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

11/11/2021WRBB00800Medical Cards

11/11/2021WRBB00900386. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the way in which patients with 
progressive, life-limiting conditions will be able to access medical cards in the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55376/21]

11/11/2021WRBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 1970, eligibility 
for a medical card is based primarily on means. The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a 
person is unable, without due hardship, to arrange general practitioner services for himself or 
herself and his or her family, having regard to his or her overall financial position and reason-
able expenditure.

The issue of granting medical cards based on having a particular disease or illness was 
previously examined in 2014 by the HSE Expert Panel on Medical Need and Medical Card Eli-
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gibility. The Group concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list 
medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. In following the Expert Group’s 
advice, a person’s means remains the main qualifier for a medical card.

However, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to sup-
port applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from an illness. Social and medical issues are also considered when determining whether 
undue hardship exists for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services.

Furthermore, the HSE also has a system in place for the efficient provision of medical cards 
in response to emergency situations i.e. in circumstances where persons are in need of urgent 
ongoing medical care or are receiving end of life care.  In these cases, a medical card is issued 
within 24 hours of receipt of the required patient details and completed medical report by a 
healthcare professional.  Additionally, patients with a terminal illness and who have been certi-
fied by their treating Consultant as having  a prognosis of 24 months or less to live are also now 
eligible for a medical card without a means assessment.

Finally, it should be noted that since 2015 medical cards are awarded without the need of a 
financial assessment to all children under 18 years of age with a diagnosis of cancer, for a period 
of five years.

11/11/2021WRBB01100Home Care Packages

11/11/2021WRBB01200387. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 
statutory home care scheme; the way in which perceived age discrimination in the provision of 
home care services will be tackled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55377/21]

11/11/2021WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enabling people 
with care-needs to continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a priority 
for the Government. To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new, statu-
tory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department 
of Health is currently developing.

It is envisaged that the new scheme will provide equitable and transparent access to high-
quality services for people aged 18 years and above based on their assessed care-needs. Work 
is on-going within the Department to progress the development of the new scheme within the 
broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. This work encompasses the development of the 
regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examination of the options for the financing 
model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed model of service-delivery for home 
support services.

With the aim of ensuring that all service-users are provided with a standard, high-quality 
level of care which is safe, effective, and person-centred, it is envisaged that the regulatory 
framework will comprise: (i) primary legislation for the licensing of public and private home-
support providers; (ii) minimum requirements (i.e., regulations); and (iii) HIQA National Stan-
dards for Home Support Services. 

Earlier this year, Government gave approval to draft a General Scheme and Heads of a Bill 
to establish a licensing framework for home-support providers. This is being progressed by the 
Department with a view to bringing it through the Houses of the Oireachtas at the earliest op-
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portunity. It is expected that the primary legislation will give the Minister for Health the power 
to make regulations in respect of minimum requirements which will form the criteria against 
which a provider’s eligibility to hold a licence will be determined. The Department recently 
commenced a targeted stakeholder consultation on these draft minimum requirements. In ad-
dition, HIQA recently ran a public scoping consultation to inform the development of their 
National Standards for Home Support Services.  

In relation to the development of a statutory scheme for the financing of home support, the 
Department is undertaking work on the potential demand for and cost of the introduction of a 
such a scheme.  

In parallel to this, work is ongoing in relation to the development of a reformed model of 
service delivery for home support. Within this context, funding was provided in 2021 for the 
HSE to progress the roll-out of interRAI as the standard assessment tool for care-needs in the 
community; the pilot of a reformed model of service-delivery for home-support; and the estab-
lishment of a National Office for Home Support Services. 

The testing of the reformed model of service delivery for home support commenced this 
month in the first of the four pilot sites: CHO 8. It is envisaged that the three other sites, CHOs 
2, 4 and 7 will be fully  operational by January 2022.  A National Home Support Office will be 
established before the end of the year and recruitment of the 130 posts funded for the national 
rollout of interRAI as the standard assessment tool for care-needs is scheduled to commence in 
this quarter. A comprehensive and robust operational model for the roll-out of the interRAI has 
been developed which will facilitate effective, efficient, fair and transparent care needs assess-
ment and planning and appropriate service delivery. The interRAI outputs and pilot site evalu-
ation will be critical to the development of the new home support scheme. 

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy and Action Plan 2021–2023 commits to the ad-
vancement of the development of the new home-support scheme in 2021 and to the commence-
ment of its implementation in 2022.

11/11/2021WRBB01400Hospital Charges

11/11/2021WRBB01500388. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 439 of 7 October 2021, the status of his Department’s examination on this issue; 
if there is a timeline available for when these charges will be reformed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55387/21]

11/11/2021WRBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As outlined to the Deputy previously, 
the Programme for Government makes a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily 
charge for patients and visitors at all public hospitals, where possible, and to introduce flexible 
passes in all public hospitals for patients and their families. Accordingly, consideration is being 
given, as I have said, to how best to ensure this commitment is addressed, taking account of ex-
isting arrangements already in place. While this remains ongoing, I can advise the Deputy that 
the HSE has previously advised that hospitals that currently charge car parking fees are very 
cognisant of the financial implications of parking costs and many hospitals have introduced 
maximum daily fixed parking charges and reduced rate parking for long-term patients and visi-
tors for whom the payment of the full rate would cause hardship. 

11/11/2021WRBB01700Primary Care Services
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11/11/2021WRBB01800389. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the reason urgent care service fund-
ing has ceased in a surgery (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55396/21]

11/11/2021WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the General Medical Services 
(GMS) contract, GPs are reimbursed for a range of services they provide to medical card and 
GP visit card holders on behalf of the Health Service Executive. GPs are remunerated for these 
services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional support payments and fees 
for specific items of service.

The HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) is responsible for making payments 
to Primary Care Contractors, including GPs. The reimbursement payments to independent prac-
titioners are not salary and practitioners must meet their business expenses out of same.

Following engagement with the Irish Medical Organisation, a grant-based system of fund-
ing for GP Out Of Hours Co-operatives has been in place since March 2020 to support Out of 
Hour services during the pandemic. In accordance with the agreed system, no Out of Hours or 
other claims for consultations during Co-op hours of operation are claimable by the Co-op or 
their members from the PCRS.

The PCRS has a legal obligation to ensure that resources are used for the purpose for which 
they are intended and is obliged to verify the reasonableness and accuracy of all claims submit-
ted for payment. A validation mechanism exists for claims made by Co-op members during the 
hours of operation of grant aided Co-ops.

Where GPs have any queries or concerns in relation to the validation mechanism or their 
GMS remuneration, there is a specific email contact point provided pcrs.doctorsqueries@hse.
ie. Where information is provided that clarifies that any claim held under the validation is in line 
with contracts PCRS ensures same is paid.

11/11/2021WRBB02000Health Services

11/11/2021WRBB02100390. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 834 of 19 October 2021, if he will clarify a matter regarding the case of a person (details 
supplied). [55411/21]

11/11/2021WRBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

11/11/2021WRBB02300Health Services Staff

11/11/2021WRBB02400391. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if vaccination is compulsory for 
certain students in order that they can take up a placement (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55412/21]

11/11/2021WRBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has informed my Department 
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that the position regarding student nurses and midwives taking up clinical placements has not 
changed since Dr Colm Henry, HSE Chief Clinical Officer, wrote to all Higher Education In-
stitutes (HEIs) earlier this year.

Following his first letter on 26 March 2021, Dr Henry, wrote an additional memo to the 
HEIs stating, among other things, that   “clinical placements for all healthcare students (those 
who have and have not received/taken a vaccine) may continue in HSE facilities subject to 
students’ continuing compliance with public health recommendations and infection prevention 
and control practice.” 

Dr Henry stated that this memo superseded his memo of 26 March 2021.

Subsequently, in August 2021, HSE issued a document entitled “ HSE Guidance on Clinical 
Placements in HSE Facilities”. This document stated that HSE remained  committed to working 
with key partners to support clinical placements for the coming academic year to the greatest 
practical degree subject to the priority of protecting the safety of patients, staff and students. The 
HSE Guidance further stated that the HSE was not seeking to impose vaccination on students.

11/11/2021WRBB02600Medicinal Products

11/11/2021WRBB02700392. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ongoing 
testing of new and orphan drugs continues; the number of cases approved in each of the past 
12 months to date; the extent to which availability of such drugs can be enhanced by way of 
specific changes or accelerated process; the extent to which remuneration continues to play an 
important role in making such drugs available to suitable patients; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55461/21]

11/11/2021WRBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (Pricing and Supply of Med-
ical Goods) Act 2013 gives full statutory powers to the HSE to assess and make decisions on 
the reimbursement of all medicines taking account of a range of objective factors, clinical ben-
efits, cost effectiveness and expert opinion as appropriate. HSE decisions on which medicines 
are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, scientific and economic grounds, on the 
advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE). 

The HSE Drugs Group is the national committee which the HSE has in place to make rec-
ommendations on the pricing and reimbursement of medicines. The role of the Drugs Group is 
to make a recommendation to the HSE Executive Management Team (EMT) in relation to each 
individual application having considered the criteria under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The Drugs Group considers the NCPE assessment, the outputs from commercial engage-
ments, patient interest group submissions, and any other pertinent information in advance of 
providing its recommendation to the HSE EMT.  

As the decision-making authority within the HSE, the HSE EMT decides on the basis of all 
the demands with which it is faced (across all services) whether it can fund a new medicine, or 
new uses of an existing medicine, from the resources that have been provided to it in line with 
the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

While the 2013 Health Act does not include provision for a different ruleset when assess-
ing orphan medicines, the criteria that apply to the evaluation process allow the HSE to take 
account of evidence of the benefits associated with each given medicine. The budget allocation 
of €30m funding for new medicines in Budget 2022 will provide for the reimbursement of both 
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orphan and non-orphan medicines. 

The number of orphan drugs approved across the past 12 months is an operational issue. I 
have therefore referred this matter to the HSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

11/11/2021WRBB02900Agriculture Schemes

11/11/2021WRBB03000393. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to an initiative (details supplied); and if his Department will help 
support and progress the initiative to create a native woodland forest for the children of Ireland. 
[55382/21]

11/11/2021WRBB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
delighted to hear of this initiative and my colleague Minister of State, Senator Pippa Hackett 
has already written to offer support and practical advice.  Providing the project meets the re-
quirements, it may be eligible for grant aid, under the Creation of Woodlands on Public Lands 
Scheme.  Or, if the project is to take place on privately owned land, it may be eligible for sup-
port under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme.  

Trees have an important part to play in meeting our Climate Action Plan targets.  Increasing 
our annual afforestation rate consistent with realising the ambitious target of 8,000 ha yearly 
planting set out in the Climate Action Plan 2021, will not be easy.  I am encouraged by initia-
tives such as Foraoise na bPáistí, which drive forward the establishment of woodlands in cre-
ative and innovative ways.

I wish the students the very best of luck with this initiative.

11/11/2021WRBB03200Horse Racing Industry

11/11/2021WRBB03300394. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the allocation of funding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55246/21]

11/11/2021WRBB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse 
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound 
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development 
of the horse racing industry.

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for HRI and I have requested my 
officials to refer the question to them for direct reply. 

In relation to the earlier question referred to, HRI replied directly to the Deputy on 28th 
October 2021 in response to PQ 50192/21.

11/11/2021WRCC00200Farm Inspections

11/11/2021WRCC00300395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding the consequential effects of a farm inspection in relation to 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55274/21]

11/11/2021WRCC00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
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The EU Regulations governing the administration of Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Con-
straint Schemes require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some 
cases ground inspections, are completed before any payments issue. The 2021 application of 
the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.

Following the inspection, Part 1 of Control report (the Farm Inspection Summary) was sent 
to the applicant detailing the issues found at the inspection. On 4 November 2021, Part 2 of 
Control Report (the letter of findings) issued to him. This letter identified an over-declaration 
in land area and afforded the person named the opportunity to submit his own comments on the 
inspection findings. 

The applicant’s advisor has now submitted comments to the Department’s local office on 
behalf of the applicant and these will be considered in detail before the final decision letter is-
sues. 

If the person named is dissatisfied with the final decision, he has the right to request a review 
and this will be outlined in the decision letter that will issue to him. 

11/11/2021WRCC00500Grant Payments

11/11/2021WRCC00600396. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will receive their GLAS payments for 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55333/21]

11/11/2021WRCC00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
The person named was approved in to the GLAS 2 scheme with a contract commencement date 
of 1 January 2016. Payments have issued for scheme years 2016 – 2019 and the 2020 Advance 
payment. 

Following the outcome of an internal review, the person named is due outstanding payments 
in respect of the commonage action. The outstanding 2017 payment issued on 13 April 2021. 
Processing of the 2018 and 2019 outstanding payments are at an advance stage and pending 
final validation checks will issue shortly. Following this, the outstanding 2020 balancing pay-
ment will issue.

11/11/2021WRCC00800Veterinary Services

11/11/2021WRCC00900397. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 171 of 3 November 2021, the locations of the current 
86 vacancies in the regional veterinary offices; the job title of each vacancy; if a breakdown of 
vacancies in each regional veterinary office area will be provided; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55353/21]

11/11/2021WRCC01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department’s Human Resources Division uses workforce planning processes and undertakes 
recruitment via the Public Appointments Service (PAS) or direct recruitment competitions to 
fill prioritised vacancies. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the number of vacancies in the Regional Veterinary Offices 
currently stands at 85.  Work is actively ongoing to fill vacancies in the Regional Veterinary 
Offices, with assignments expected to be completed across a range of grades and locations in 
the immediate future. 
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The detailed information requested by the Deputy is provided in the table attached.

11/11/2021WRCC01100Forestry Sector

11/11/2021WRCC01200398. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
hedgerows, all small-scale planting and all small blocks of scrub are measured in the inventory 
of forest cover; if so, the way they are measured; the percentage of the State that is occupied by 
such forest cover; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55384/21]

11/11/2021WRCC01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Environmental Protection Agency has overall responsibility for the national greenhouse gas 
inventory in Ireland’s national system. Each year, a National Inventory Report is prepared in 
compliance with United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) re-
porting guidelines, that outlines the level of emissions and the methods used to derive these 
estimates.

Forest areas that are 0.1 ha in size or more are included in the inventory report, which in-
cludes small blocks of scrub that are comprised of tree species. The national forest estate is still 
expanding and has now reached 11% of the total land area, with a wide variety of forest types 
present. Ireland’s forests are an important store of carbon, estimated stocks at over 312 million 
tonnes. In our recent greenhouse gas reporting to the UNFCCC, Ireland reported a removal by 
forests of circa 5 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent from the atmosphere in 2019, 
which includes the carbon stored in harvested wood products. 

My Department recognises the significant role that our hedgerows provide to the natural 
landscape of our countryside. Not only do our hedgerows contribute to the sequestration of 
carbon from the atmosphere but they are also vital as a habitat for wildlife, a resource for bio-
diversity and a unique heritage feature that must be managed and protected. Hedgerows are not 
considered forest and they are not currently included as part of the land use sector for national 
greenhouse gas reporting purposes.

To address the lack of data on sequestration of carbon by hedgerows, Teagasc are under-
taking a research project called “Farm-Carbon – Farm Hedgerows and Non-forest Woodland 
Carbon”. The overall objective of this project is to “advance the understanding of the contribu-
tion of hedgerows and non-forest woodland to carbon stocks in agricultural landscapes, and to 
identify approaches to maintain and enhance this contribution”. I am confident that the final 
results will provide the necessary data required for the inclusion of hedgerows in the national 
inventory calculations.

11/11/2021WRCC01400Forestry Sector

11/11/2021WRCC01500399. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
agencies that carry out forestry research; the level of expenditure on such research in 2020 and 
2021; the level of funding to be provided for this research in 2022; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55385/21]

11/11/2021WRCC01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department, through its competitive research programme, provides a diverse portfolio of com-
petitive funding instruments to address complex and inter-connected challenges and opportuni-
ties in the Irish agri-food and forest sectors through research and innovation. 



Questions - Written Answers

224

There are 14 research performing organisations that have received funding for forest re-
search from my Department, including Universities, Institutes of Technology, Teagasc, Na-
tional Botanic Gardens and BirdWatch Ireland.

Expenditure on forestry-based research in 2020 totalled €1,141,873. For the year 2021, ex-
penditure to date is €310,590, with further payments scheduled prior to year-end. In addition, 
project proposals submitted under the most recent funding Call, DAFM Thematic Research 
Call 2021, are at a late stage of contract negotiations. Successful projects, some of which may 
be forest research, are expected to be awarded in December. An advance payment of 30% is 
made available to successful projects in 2021.

It is not possible to specify the level of funding for 2022, for a number of reasons. Projects 
funded are in receipt of payments throughout the duration of the project. Payments are deter-
mined by a financial evaluation of vouched expenditure and a technical evaluation of annual 
progress reports. The scale of the funding, per project, varies by the length of the project, with 
projects ranging from one to five years.

Teagasc, as an agency of my Department, also carries out forest research in addition to the 
research funded through my Department’s competitive research programme. 

11/11/2021WRCC01700Forestry Sector

11/11/2021WRCC01800400. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
additional measures that will be implemented to eliminate the unacceptable delays in process-
ing applications for forest planting and felling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55398/21]

11/11/2021WRCC01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): First-
ly let me say how seriously both myself and Minister Hackett take the forestry licensing is-
sue. Significant time and resources have been devoted to dealing with the backlog and this is 
beginning to have the desired effect.

In the last two months we have issued over 1,000 licences. This means that licences are is-
suing at nearly double the rate of applications received and every week means a net reduction 
in the number of licences on hand. I remain confident that we will reach our target of 4,000 
licences this year.

As to additional measures to assist with improving our process, Project Woodland is the 
framework introduced earlier this year to help with the effectiveness and efficiency of the li-
censing system.

I am pleased to report that substantial work has been undertaken by all Working Groups and 
the Project Board of Project Woodland, with regular meetings held resulting in a high level of 
output in both terms of quality and quantity.  The Project Board, published its second interim 
report on the 29th October, which updates on progress to date and  is available at www.gov.ie/
en/publication/642e6-forestry/#project-woodland   

Of particular relevance to licensing is the external regulatory review. My Department has 
placed a contract for the regulatory review with report due by end February, 2022.  It will re-
view the existing statutory framework for the licensing of forestry activities in relation to envi-
ronmental and public participation obligations in order that practical advice can be provided to 
the Department on how to work more efficiently within the existing legal framework.  
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In addition, an independent Systems Analyst is conducting an end-to-end process review 
with a view to licensing process improvement and an interim report on this work has recently 
been submitted to the Project Board.

There has been significant work carried out on all other aspects of Project Woodland too and 
some of these, along with the process and regulatory review, will inform the setting of definitive 
timelines for the delivery of forestry licences. These include:

- A pilot project for pre-application discussions.

- Payment of an Environmental Planning Grant.

- A new Customer Charter for forestry.

- A Communication Plan that assists in conveying the multi-functional benefits of forestry.

- A review of the organisational structure of forestry within my Department.

- Commission of a Training Needs analysis.

- Definition of the backlog and associated dashboards.

- Actions relating to reduction of the backlog.

Alongside Project Woodland, my Department continues to address the licensing issue, and 
we have invested significant resources to deal with the backlog, which I know is impacting the 
sector.  We now have 27 ecologists, and additional forestry inspectors and administrative staff 
have been put in place.  Furthermore, improved processes have been introduced to allow ecolo-
gists focus on the ecological aspects of files referred to them.  

In conclusion, I would like to recognise the momentum and progress made under Project 
Woodland and the increased momentum in terms of licences issued. I would also like to reiter-
ate my commitment and that of Minister Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the sector, 
to ensuring that that we maintain and improve on our licence delivery for the benefit of the sec-
tor, as well as society as a whole.

11/11/2021WRCC02000Departmental Policies

11/11/2021WRCC02100401. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review a statement (details supplied); the actions his Department has taken on the matter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55410/21]

11/11/2021WRCC02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
very aware of the significant increase in fertiliser prices over the last year, particularly in recent 
months and its impact at farm level. 

The fertiliser market is largely driven by global supply and demand and, while there are a 
number of factors influencing fertiliser price, the major driving factors for the increase in prices 
are increased global demand due to strong growth in agricultural commodity prices, rising pro-
duction costs due to increased raw material and energy costs and issues with supply for certain 
fertiliser products. 

In line with the Farm to Fork Strategy, the Climate Action Plan commits to more targeted 
and reduced use of chemical nitrogen fertiliser while maintaining the same level of grass pro-
duction through a number of measures including improved soil fertility and greater use of clo-
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ver and multi-species swards.

I have introduced a number of initiatives to support farmers reduce their dependence on 
fertiliser use, including tasking Teagasc with developing a roadmap for farmers to reduce the 
use of chemical fertilisers on farms, a new €1 million initiative to support the planting of multi-
species swards and a pilot Soil Sampling Programme. 

The European Commission is following the market situation closely and fertiliser price is 
likely to be discussed at next week’s Agri Fish Council. I will ensure the topic is raised. 

My Department will continue to closely monitor the fertiliser market and how it develops 
in the weeks and months ahead.

11/11/2021WRCC02225Community Development Projects

11/11/2021WRCC02250402. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if emergency funding will be provided to community groups whose fundraising has been cur-
tailed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and are struggling to pay utilities and insurance costs on 
their premises; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55247/21]

11/11/2021WRCC02275Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and are committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach. To that end, Government and 
my Department introduced a number of supports to assist sectors in dealing with the impact of 
COVID-19 and social restrictions necessary in the interests of public health.

On Thursday, 11th November 2021, I was pleased to launch the new Community Activities 
Fund. This €9m fund is being provided by the Government to support community and voluntary 
groups impacted by Covid-19.  This once-off funding will be allocated under the Department’s 
Community Enhancement Programme and in order to ensure there is sufficient flexibility to al-
low funding to be targeted to where it is needed in each Local Authority area, it will be admin-
istered locally by the Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs).

The Community Activities Fund will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas, 
with their running costs such as utility (Electricity, Heating charges) or insurance bills, as well 
as with improvements to their facilities. Groups will also be able to use the funding to carry 
out necessary repairs and to purchase equipment such as tables and chairs, tools and signage, 
laptops and printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training equipment.

My Department currently supports over 420 community organisations under the Commu-
nity Services Programme (CSP) to provide local services through a social enterprise model. In 
response to the difficulties faced by organisations due to COVID-19, my Department developed 
a €7.95m CSP Support Fund which assists CSP supported organisations to continue to retain 
their CSP supported employees on their payroll and also provides assistance for the employ-
ers PRSI contribution, during this crisis period up to June 2021.  This additional funding also 
assisted those organisations most in need to meet their ongoing operational costs such as insur-
ance, light and heat and audit fees.

In 2020, my Department supported close to 600 organisations to continue to deliver vital 
services to the most vulnerable in our communities, through the €45m COVID-19 Stability 
Fund for Community and Voluntary Organisations, Charities and Social Enterprises. A further 
allocation of €10m was provided to the Stability Fund for 2021 as part of the revised Resilience 
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and Recovery Plan announced on Tuesday 23rd February by the Taoiseach.

The COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021 was launched in May, and was targeted at organisations 
which deliver critical services to vulnerable people within their community but which faced 
closure or a loss of service due to the impact of the pandemic. 244 organisations have been 
supported under the 2021 Stability Fund. The Stability Fund is now closed. All allocations are 
published on the Gov.ie website. There are no plans for any further rounds of the Stability Fund.

In general, I would encourage all organisations to continue to engage with their Local Au-
thority and Local Development Company, and to check on the Gov.ie website in order to be 
aware of funding opportunities as they become available.

11/11/2021WRCC02300Departmental Schemes

11/11/2021WRCC02400403. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the status of funding for Kerry County Council under the town and village renewal 
scheme (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55284/21]

11/11/2021WRCC02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme provides funding to support the revitalisation of our rural 
towns and villages. This year’s Town and Village Renewal Scheme places particular emphasis 
on addressing vacancy and dereliction, supporting remote working, and enhancing town centre 
living in line with the objectives of “Our Rural Future –Ireland’s Rural Development Policy 
2021-2025”. 

I can confirm that an application for the project referred to by the Deputy was received 
by my Department for consideration for funding under the 2021 Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme. Applications to the scheme are currently being accessed and I expect to announce the 
successful projects before year-end.


