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      Questions Nos. 1 to 22, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 23 to 48, inclusive, resubmitted.

10/11/2021WRC00200Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRC0030049. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the total amount spent by his Department 
on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online advertising, in each 
of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54916/21]

10/11/2021WRC00400The Taoiseach: The following table details expenditure by my Department on advertise-
ments from 2011 to the beginning of November 2021.

Year Expenditure
2011 €101,062
2012 €562,573
2013 €68,128
2014 €6,192
2015 €53,666
2016 €21,815
2017 €40,616
2018 €1,895,673
2019 €33,659
2020 €17,045,754
Nov 2021 €10,434,620

The bulk of the spend in 2020 and 2021 relates to the dissemination of information related 
to the COVID-19 emergency. Public information campaigns played a vital role in communicat-
ing the various strands of the pandemic. The campaigns informed citizens of all stages of re-
strictions as they were introduced and subsequently lifted. Public information campaigns were 
also used to communicate with citizens on the supports being made available by Government 
to get through the pandemic. Campaigns have taken place across national and local radio, na-
tional and regional newspapers, and social media platforms. The centralised approach adopted 
is helping to ensure effectiveness of advertising spend and consistency and amplification of the 
public health messaging across the various public awareness campaigns and to those hard to 
reach audiences.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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My Department also incurred expenditure during the period 2011-2021 on a wide range of 
public information campaigns which have been as set out in previous parliamentary replies.

10/11/2021WRC00425EU Agreements

10/11/2021WRC0045050. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment when it is expected to complete the ratification of the Unified Patent Court Agree-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54826/21]

 Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The international Agreement on the Unified Patent Court (UPCA), signed 
in February 2013, entails the establishment of the Unified Patent Court (UPC), an international 
court that will when operational, have exclusive competence for actions for infringement and 
validity in respect of European patents.

  To enter into force, the UPCA must be ratified by 13 Member States including the three 
largest contracting states (by number of European patents). Originally, these were France, Ger-
many, and the UK. The UK announced in February 2020 that following Brexit, it would not 
be participating in the UPCA. With the UK having withdrawn, those three countries are now 
France, Germany, and Italy. To date, 16 Member States have ratified the Agreement including 
France and Italy.

  Several constitutional challenges had significantly delayed the German ratification, but 
they have now been resolved, and Germany has now passed the legislation enabling it to ratify 
the UPCA. Germany has also ratified the Protocol on Provisional Application (PPA). One fur-
ther participating Member State is required to ratify the Protocol, so that it may enter into force 
and mark the start of the provisional application period (PAP). This will enable various final 
preparations to be undertaken so that the UPC can become fully operational.

  In order for  Ireland to ratify the UPCA, a successful Constitutional referendum will be 
required to allow for the transfer of jurisdictional powers from our Courts to the new interna-
tional Court.

  A decision on the holding of a referendum on this issue will be kept under review in the 
context of the timing of the coming into force of the UPC. The timing of a referendum will be 
a matter for Government to decide. 

10/11/2021WRC00481Industrial Development

10/11/2021WRC0048751. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the reason a foreign company based in a rural area in Ireland which employs ten per-
sons and plans to expand to 40 employees is not deemed suitable for IDA Ireland investment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [54829/21]

  Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand that the company referred to by the Deputy not currently a client of IDA 
Ireland.

  IDA Ireland offers a wide range of financial assistance to companies wishing to locate and/
or expand their existing operation in Ireland including but not restricted to: Capital, Employ-
ment, Training, as well as R&D and environmental supports.
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  In addition to supporting potential investors through financial supports, IDA Ireland can 
facilitate site visits to locations, business parks, office space, companies, business clusters, re-
cruiters, banks and regulators.  It can also offer support with visas, schools, electricity, or execu-
tive accommodations or whatever matches the requirements of a potential company looking to 
locate in Ireland.

  I am advised that IDA Ireland engaged with the company in early 2020 and the Agency out-
lined the minimum criteria companies must meet to become an IDA client, and that IDA would 
be happy to continue dialogue with the company and offer non- financial or ‘soft’ supports.

  In this regard, I am informed that the IDA has conducted a number of virtual itineraries 
and calls providing assistance to the company the Deputy referred to; with introductions to peer 
companies, potential customers, research centres, service providers and other stakeholders such 
as the NTMA and SEAI.

  IDA Ireland will continue to be available to the company as their circumstances progress.

  It should also be noted that all funding approved by IDA Ireland is negotiated on a case-
by-case basis considering the merits of each investment and in compliance with EU and Irish 
legislation..

10/11/2021WRC00500Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRC0060052. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the total amount spent by his Department on advertisements, including traditional 
forms of advertisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. 
[54905/21]

10/11/2021WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As answered in Question No. 12899 on 31st May 2016, which requested of the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation “the amount of money spent by her Department on media 
advertising from March 2011 to February 2016, showing the media organisation, newspaper, 
radio, television, or any other forms of media to which advertisement fees were paid by her 
Department; and the amount of money paid per year to each individual media organisation in 
tabular form”, the following table indicates the amount spent by my Department on advertising 
from 2011 to 2015.

Year Advertising Costs   
2011 €168,921 
2012 €55,812 
2013 €36,388 
2014 €80,287 
2015 €532,961 

The amount my Department has spent on advertising from 2016 to date is as set out in the 
following table.

Year Advertising Costs   
2016 €113,035 
2017 €285,859 
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Year Advertising Costs   
2018 €60,380 
2019 €180,655 
2020 €58,852 
2021 €365,527 

Note that in 2020, the major cross government advertising campaigns of COVID and Brexit 
were led by the Departments of An Taoiseach and Foreign Affairs respectively but supported by 
other Departments including my own. Invoices for services related to Brexit advertising in 2020 
to the value of €129,000 weren’t received by my Department before year end, and they were 
instead paid out as an unanticipated expenditure in January 2021. My Department’s spending 
also increased in 2021 due to my Department’s promotion of COVID related policies, includ-
ing: Remote Working, Shop Safely and Work Safely. 

10/11/2021WRC00725Work Permits

10/11/2021WRC0075053. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if work permits will be granted to persons (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55055/21]

   Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that Trusted 
Partner applications for General Employment Permits were received on the 20th August 2021 
and the 7th September 2021 in respect the persons referenced in the Deputy’s question.

  Applications for employment permits are dealt with in date order, and Employment Per-
mits Section are currently processing Trusted Partner applications received on 9th August 2021.

  The company will be notified of the outcome regarding the General Employment Permit 
applications once a decision has been made in respect of them.

  Applicants can keep track of Employment Permit applications current processing dates at 
enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/Current-Appli-
cation-Processing-Dates/Current-Processing-Dates-for-Employment-Permits.html

  If a permit is urgently required, an applicant may request to have an application expedited.  
A request to have an application expedited will only be considered in exceptional cases.  Such a 
request, which must be accompanied by a compelling business case, should be sent to dermot.
kavanagh@enterprise.gov.ie  

10/11/2021WRC00800Labour Court

10/11/2021WRC0090054. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment when the pay rise for security guards due in June 2021 will come into effect. 
[55063/21]

10/11/2021WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): On 28 April 2021, I announced my intention to issue an Order to give effect 
to a statutory recommendation of the Labour Court concerning minimum rates of remuneration 
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and other terms and conditions in the Security Sector.  The Order was to apply from 1 Septem-
ber 2021.  

An ex-parte application to initiate legal proceedings challenging the underlying legislation 
in the High Court was lodged in late July.  As part of the proceedings, the High Court has placed 
a Stay on me, which stops me from making the Order.  Until such time as these legal proceed-
ings have concluded it is not possible to indicate a timeframe to the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRC01025Trade Agreements

10/11/2021WRC0105055. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment when the motion seeking ratification of CETA will be made in Dáil Éireann given 
his comments at the Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs in relation to same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55065/21]

    Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Ratifying CETA is Government policy and an objective of mine as Minister for Enter-
prise, Trade and Employment.

  As a country, we owe our relative prosperity to the goods and services produced by our 
people and our land, which we sell around the world. This formula has worked well. It is based 
on international trade, our attractiveness as a place to invest and our ability to enter into inter-
national free trade agreements with other countries.

  CETA has provisionally applied since 21st September 2017, whereby those areas for which 
the EU has “full competence” under the Treaties are in force.

  As I set out in my appearances before the Joint Oireachtas Committees on EU Affairs and 
on Enterprise Trade & Employment, when each reviewed CETA, provisional application has 
seen Goods exports to Canada increase from €953 million in 2016 to more than €1.7 billion in 
2020 - an an increase of 78% in a little over five years. And Services exports grew from €1.6 
billion in 2016 to more than €2.3 billion in 2019, an increase of 44%. These figures demonstrate 
the benefits of CETA and trade agreements.

  I had originally sought to bring the relevant ratification motion for CETA before Dáil Éire-
ann last December but as the Deputy is aware, this was postponed.

  While I welcome the scrutiny at Committee, I do not want ratification delayed and drift-
ing indefinitely, and for Ireland to have to stand by and watch other EU member states ratify it 
ahead of us, as the majority have. That would send out the wrong message to the world.

  The ratification process for CETA has also been subject to legal challenges. On foot of a 
case taken by Deputy Patrick Costello, the High Court has confirmed that there is no require-
ment for a referendum before ratification can be considered by the House.  Senator Lynn Boylan 
has also initiated High Court action on ratification and I hope that the Courts could facilitate an 
early hearing of this application as it did with Deputy Costello’s challenge.

  As the Deputy will be aware given his involvement in the publication of a report by the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs, there are strongly held differences of opinion 
on CETA, principally in the area of Investment Protection. Those opinions can be expressed 
through a democratic vote in the Dáil in due course. An exact date for that vote has not yet been 
set by the Government.



Questions - Written Answers

6

10/11/2021WRC01100Waste Management

10/11/2021WRC0120056. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the steps he is taking in relation to persons having to pay a visible environmental 
management charge on used tyres which were used in silage storage even though the levy was 
already paid on the tyres when they were originally purchased; and his views on whether this is 
a disincentive to responsible disposal. [55172/21]

10/11/2021WRC0130064. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his views on providing a scheme to help remove historic waste tyres from farms. 
[55169/21]

10/11/2021WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 56 and 64 together.

The compliance scheme for tyres and waste tyres was introduced in 2017 and is operated 
by Repak ELT. Under the scheme, any tyres which have incurred the visible environmental 
charge (vEMC)  are collected free of charge by Repak Elt through registered waste collectors.   
I understand Repak Elt has no records of tyres on which the charge has been paid subsequently 
being delivered to any farmers for use in silage storage purposes.

Tyres held on farms for silage storage purposes are considered historic and predate the intro-
duction of the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme for tyres. The vEMC would not 
therefore have been applied to them. Recognising this issue, and in advance of the introduction 
of the scheme, my Department provided €700,000 to help remove historic waste tyres from 
farms. The funding was allocated across numerous geographical locations and the budget was 
fully expended. While there are no immediate plans to run further collection events, the issue 
will be kept under consideration.

In the case of such historic tyres, the primary responsibility for the management of this 
waste, including costs for removal or disposal, lies with the holder of the waste, i.e. the natural 
or legal person in possession of the waste, or the producer of the waste. The Waste Management 
Act 1996 imposes a general duty of care on holders of waste. A person may not hold, transport, 
recover or dispose of waste in a manner that causes, or is likely to cause environmental pollu-
tion.

10/11/2021WRC01500Environmental Schemes

10/11/2021WRC0160057. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he plans to lift the restriction under the warmer homes scheme of not revisiting 
homes which have previously had a shallow retrofit in view of the new Climate Plan with its 
target of B2 retrofits. [54816/21]

10/11/2021WRC01700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range of energy 
efficiency measures free of charge to lower income households vulnerable to energy poverty. 
To date over 143,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme leaving them bet-
ter able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate level. During the first 6 months of 2021, 
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the approximate average value of the energy efficiency measures provided per household was 
€17,100.

There are currently over 7,000 homeowners on the Warmer Homes Scheme work pro-
gramme who have never received any upgrade works under the scheme. SEAI data indicates 
that for homes completed in the first half of 2021, the average time from application to comple-
tion was almost 26 months. The SEAI has advised me that wait times vary, based on the demand 
for the scheme at the time of application as well as other factors including the scale of works to 
be completed, access to the property, availability of materials and the weather.

Revisits under this scheme are currently not available. This enables the work programme 
to prioritise eligible homes that have not previously received free upgrades under the scheme. 
Recommendations on the implementation of changes to the scheme to better target those most 
in need will be finalised and published shortly. 

It is important to note that the grants available through SEAI aim to maximise emission 
reductions and deliver energy savings for the widest range of homeowners possible. The grants 
which are available, and their respective eligibility criteria, were selected as the most likely to 
deliver significant energy savings to homeowners as well as the best value for money for the 
Exchequer.

10/11/2021WRC01800Grant Payments

10/11/2021WRC0190058. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if a grant can be paid out in respect of a person (details supplied) who was not able to 
carry out the works prior to the grant expiry due to Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [54889/21]

10/11/2021WRC02000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department funds a number of SEAI grant schemes to support homeowners to improve the 
energy efficiency of their properties. COVID-19 has unfortunately negatively impacted activ-
ity under SEAI retrofit schemes, particularly between January to mid-April 2021, when all 
schemes were paused in line with Government guidelines. Every effort has been made to maxi-
mise activity retrofit activity in the residential sector since the easing of restrictions.

Individual applications to the Better Energy Homes Scheme are an operational matter for 
the SEAI.  As Minister, I have no function with regard to individual grant applications. Howev-
er, my officials have been in contact with SEAI in relation to the case referred to by the Deputy.  
SEAI has since followed up directly on the matter with the homeowner. 

10/11/2021WRC02100Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRC0220059. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the total amount spent by his Department on advertisements, including traditional 
forms of advertisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. 
[54906/21]

10/11/2021WRC02300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The information requested is being compiled and will be provided to the Deputy as soon as 
possible
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10/11/2021WRC02400Departmental Schemes

10/11/2021WRC0250060. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions if a project (details supplied) is eligible to apply for funding under the National Just Tran-
sition Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55056/21]

10/11/2021WRC02600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government is committed to a just transition in the Midlands region and has dedicated 
significant funding to supporting workers, companies and communities affected by the closure 
of the peat-fired power stations and the end of peat harvesting by Bord na Móna. The Just Tran-
sition Fund will continue to support projects across the wider Midlands region, (including east 
Galway, Kildare, Laois, Longford, north Tipperary, Offaly, Roscommon and Westmeath), and 
will have significant employment and enterprise potential. These will be in areas and sectors of 
the economy most impacted by the ending of peat harvesting for power generation.

There are a range of other Exchequer funding schemes in place which can be accessed to 
support regional economic development. Interested organisations may wish to contact Enter-
prise Ireland or their Local Enterprise Office to find out more about available funding.  At EU 
level, the European Union’s Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) supports the development of 
Europe’s transport, energy and digital services networks. Funding is awarded on a competi-
tive basis and information on open calls under this programme and others is available on the 
EU’s funding and tenders portal ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/
home.

10/11/2021WRC02700Greenhouse Gas Emissions

10/11/2021WRC0280061. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications his views on the statement that methane is a short-term gas that stays in the 
atmosphere for ten to 12 years and that, if the national herd is stable, then, in 2022, Ireland will 
sequester the methane that was produced in 2010 and so on; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55058/21]

10/11/2021WRC02900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021, which legislates 
for and underpins the carbon budget process, provides for the special economic and social role 
of our agriculture sector and also the distinct characteristics of biogenic methane.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 2018 Special Report on Global 
Warming of 1.5°C increased our understanding of global carbon budgets, consistent with hold-
ing the temperature rise to 1.5°C (or 2°C). In modelled pathways to limit global warming to 
1.5°C, global CO2 emissions must reach net-zero by around 2050 and non-CO2 emissions, 
such as methane and nitrous oxide, must show deep reductions. 

The IPCC Special Report further elaborated on the distinguishing characteristics amongst 
different greenhouse gases (GHGs) which tells us that not all GHGs are the same, and their 
individual characteristics will have different Global Warming Potentials (GWP) and impacts on 
the atmosphere. 

Methane is a potent gas, with a shorter lifespan than other GHGs. The IPCC’s Fifth Assess-
ment Report confirms that, although methane has a short lifespan in our atmosphere at 12.4 
years, it has a GWP of 28, meaning that it is 28 times more potent than carbon dioxide over a 
century, or 84 times more potent over two decades. 
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In relation to agricultural methane emissions, the scientific advice of the IPCC in their 2018 
report, is that it is not necessary for biogenic methane emissions to reach net-zero to meet the 
Paris Agreement target, nor would this be an attainable goal. 

Nevertheless is it clear that methane reductions must be made, and also it is important to 
note that other harmful pollutants are also produced through agricultural activities, including 
nitrous oxide (N2O) and ammonia (NH3) which contribute to reduced water, air, and soil qual-
ity. 

10/11/2021WRC03000Climate Change Policy

10/11/2021WRC0310062. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will provide information on the measurable progress Ireland has made on the 
list of actions Ireland agreed to in the Paris Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55090/21]

10/11/2021WRC03200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Climate change remains a trans-boundary challenge that can only be addressed through com-
mitted ambition and effective multilateral cooperation at the international level. The United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held its 21st Conference of 
the Parties in Paris in 2015. The Paris Agreement is a legally binding multilateral agreement 
adopted by 196 countries with the goal of limiting global temperature rise to below 2 degrees 
and to strive towards 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Ireland is a strong supporter of the Paris Agreement as the multilateral mechanism to drive 
global climate action and is committed to addressing the climate crisis by engaging in negotia-
tions under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agree-
ment through its membership of the European Union (EU) . 

Ireland is contributing to the achievement of the Paris goals, which include limiting global 
warming to 1.5 degrees and to helping developing and vulnerable countries mitigate the im-
pacts of climate change. We continue to play an active and constructive role in issues linked to 
our climate priorities with the intention of illustrating the coherency between our international 
climate agenda and our domestic climate ambition. Ireland is now regarded as a leader rather 
than laggard by our international climate peers, based on the strength of our national effort to 
deal with the climate challenge.

In the Programme for Government and the Climate Act 2021, Ireland has committed to 
halving our greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and reaching net zero by 2050 at the latest. The 
Climate Action Plan is how we do it. The plan underpins Ireland’s commitment to achieving 
a climate neutral economy no later than 2050 and provides for a 51% reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030.

10/11/2021WRC03300Electricity Generation

10/11/2021WRC0340063. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications when a community facility (details supplied) in County Kerry that has invested in 
solar PV panels will get a return for its excess electricity; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55102/21]

10/11/2021WRC03500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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The Programme for Government commits to expanding and incentivising micro-generation, 
including solar PV, to allow electricity users, including community groups, to generate their 
own electricity for their own use and to sell excess electricity to the grid. The Climate Action 
Plan 2021 reaffirms the Government’s commitment to delivering a micro-generation policy 
framework.    

The pending introduction of a Clean Export Guarantee (CEG)  tariff will represent the first 
phase of a comprehensive enabling framework for micro-and small-scale generators in Ireland, 
including for community facilities. This will allow them to receive remuneration from their 
electricity supplier for all excess renewable electricity exported to the grid, reflective of the 
market value of that electricity.

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) published a consultation on a draft en-
abling framework on 1 October which outlined the details for the introduction of the Clean Ex-
port Guarantee payment. The consultation is now closed and I understand a decision is expected 
to be published this month and a compensation regime expected to follow shortly afterwards.   

The CRU decision will outline the eligibility criteria which must be met in order for a re-
newables self-consumer to be eligible to receive the CEG. It is expected that these will include 
having notified ESB Networks via the relevant notification form that the user has installed 
micro-generation and an export connection from ESB Networks.   

In addition, where the customer’s meter type is eligible for upgrade under the National 
Smart Metering Programme (NSMP), a smart meter must be installed. Where a customer’s eli-
gible meter type has not yet been upgraded under the NSMP, the CRU proposes that a deemed 
or estimated export calculation will apply.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 56.

10/11/2021WRC03700Waste Management

10/11/2021WRC0380065. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the way his Department will support persons with long-term incontinence with respect 
to the disposal of medical incontinence wear; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55170/21]

10/11/2021WRC03900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I refer to the reply to Question No. 60 of 9 September 2021.  
The position is unchanged.

10/11/2021WRC04000Coast Guard Service

10/11/2021WRC0410066. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport the expected response times 
for call-outs for cliff rescue emergencies in the islands off the County Donegal coast, including 
Aran Mór, Owney and Gola Island; the way these times differ since the downgrading of the cliff 
rescue element of the Irish Coast Guard station based in Bunbeg, Letterkenny, County Donegal 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54817/21]

10/11/2021WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
provision of Irish Coast Guard cliff rescue services in Donegal is currently provided by the 
Greencastle, Mulroy and Killybegs Coast Guard Units. There is also an ability to transport any 
of these three units to an island on the Sligo based Coast Guard Rescue helicopter. There are 
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currently 17 strategically placed Coast Guard units around the coast who provide cliff rescue 
capabilities. There has been further development of these units in recent years with the issuing 
of new equipment.

A Value for Money review of the Coast Guard service, published in 2012, recommended the 
continuation of boat and shoreline rescue service and cessation of cliff training for the Bunbeg 
unit which is twinned with Tory Island. The strategic decision was to retain cliff rescue services 
in neighbouring CGUs, Mulroy and Killybegs.  The recommendation arose principally because 
of the non-utilisation of the cliff service balanced against the safety considerations of delivering 
a highly technical and intrinsically hazardous activity.

The Coast Guard, having monitored the demand for cliff rescue services has noted that the 
level of call outs responded to by Bunbeg / Tory Island CGU does not justify the maintenance 
of a cliff rescue service. For a CGU to engage in a high risk activity that demands a high level 
of resources in terms of training time, equipment and supervision, the benefits must clearly 
outweigh the risks. The maintenance of a cliff rescue team has been deprioritised, thus enabling 
the unit to concentrate on its boat rescue and shoreline search operations, which are regularly 
called into action. The investment which my Department has made in the Coast Guard rescue 
helicopter services has mitigated some of the demands for cliff rescue services.

The Coast Guard does not have unit or location specific records but continue to monitor all 
available data on a regular basis.

10/11/2021WRC04300Ports Policy

10/11/2021WRC0440067. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport if Dublin Port will be used for 
cruise liner traffic in 2022 and 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54886/21]

10/11/2021WRC0450068. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport if he will outline his strategy 
for utilising Ireland’s ports as a tourism development tool in the years ahead and in particular 
Dublin Port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54887/21]

10/11/2021WRC0460069. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport the options he has investigated 
for cruise liners in view of the unavailability of Dublin Port for tourism traffic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [54888/21]

10/11/2021WRC04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 67 to 69, inclusive, together.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, cruise vessels into ports in Ireland have not been facili-
tated for some time.  The Government gives continuing consideration to policy on international 
travel, including cruise, informed by the epidemiological situation and public health advice.  A 
decision on a timeline for the resumption of cruise into Ireland will be made, taking account of 
that information.  

Specific to Dublin Port, I have been advised that Dublin Port Company has taken bookings 
for 28 cruise ships in Dublin Port in 2022 and a further 67 anchoring in Dublin Bay and tender-
ing into Dun Laoghaire Harbour.  However, the actual cruise calls to be facilitated will depend 
on a decision on the resumption of cruise activity. 

The Company will keep the situation under review and will be guided by wider public health 
requirements, risk assessments and other relevant information in deciding whether to proceed 
with these cruise bookings. In doing so, the Company will focus on ensuring that Dublin Port 



Questions - Written Answers

12

continues to fulfil its primary role of facilitating the movement of goods.  

Dublin Port Company has indicated for quite some time its changing position with regard to 
cruise. They are facing significant constraints on land use due to major infrastructure construc-
tion underway to provide more port capacity in the future and the provision of space for the 
customs, agriculture and immigration checks post Brexit. 

Since 1st January 2021, there has been a significant increase in shipping services direct to 
the continent from a number of ports in Ireland. In Dublin Port, these direct services are using 
the cargo berths that were in the past used by cruise. It is clear that once cruise traffic recom-
mences,  Dublin Port will have reduced capacity for cruise ship visits in the coming seasons.

However, there is spare capacity in other ports particularly with Cobh having a dedicated 
cruise berth in Ireland. This ideally places them as alternative options for the cruise industry and 
creates opportunities for tourism activities on a regional basis.  

The development of a strategy to maximise the tourist potential for cruise in Ireland is a 
matter for the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht Sport and Media and the tour-
ism agencies.

  Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 67.

  Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 67.

10/11/2021WRD00400Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRD0050070. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport the total amount spent by his 
Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online adver-
tising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54918/21]

10/11/2021WRD00600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department’s spend on advertising in 
each of the last ten years and to date in 2021 is set out in the following table.

Year Cost 
2011 €34,017 
2012 €31,440 
2013 €33,757 
2014 €39,905 
2015 €27,679 
2016 €14,992 
2017 €23,680 
2018 €19,506 
2019 €42,148 
2020 €70,185 
2021 €75,855

10/11/2021WRD00700Bus Services

10/11/2021WRD0080071. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if a Local Link service will 
be provided to a community (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55014/21]
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10/11/2021WRD00900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.

It is the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has statutory responsibility for securing 
the provision of public passenger transport services nationally. The NTA also has national re-
sponsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Trans-
port Programme which operates under the TFI Local Link brand.  

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days. 

10/11/2021WRD01000Air Accident Investigations

10/11/2021WRD0110072. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will, as a priority, 
initiate a review of the failures identified in the report in respect of Rescue 116; and if he will 
publish a strategy and action steps that will address those issues within one year. [55070/21]

10/11/2021WRD01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
fully accept the recommendations contained within the report and I and the Department of 
Transport will continue to evaluate the findings of the report in the coming weeks.  The comple-
tion of the investigation and the publication of the report is a key step in ensuring that such ac-
cidents are prevented in the future. 

I have received from the Air Accident Investigation Unit 14 transmittal letters, each con-
taining a separate safety recommendation. I am obliged by Article 18 of Regulation (EU) No 
996/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 on the investiga-
tion and prevention of accidents and incidents in civil aviation to “inform the safety investiga-
tion authority which issued the recommendation within 90 days of the receipt of that letter, of 
the actions taken or under consideration, and where appropriate, of the time necessary for their 
completion and where no action is taken, the reasons therefor” and I will do so. The deadline is 
3rd February 2022 and the safety recommendation and my response will thereafter be published 
by the Air Accident Investigation Unit. 

10/11/2021WRD01300Tax Collection

10/11/2021WRD0140073. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the tax deadline 
by three weeks to enable accountancy firms to deal with delays caused by Covid-19 and the lo-
cal property tax deadline falling so close. [55173/21]

10/11/2021WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue has already extended the re-
turn filing date for self-assessed taxpayers to 17 November (from 31 October) and has extended 
the Local Property Tax (LPT) filing date to 5pm on 10 November (from 7 November).

Revenue has advised me that while no further extensions to the self-assessed deadline are 
envisaged at this time, the situation is being kept under review. 

Under the current arrangements, where a tax accountancy firm is unable to meet the filing 
deadline due to delays caused by COVID-19, it should contact Revenue through the MyEnqui-
ries service setting out the exceptional reasons for the delay, the detail of the taxpayers involved 
and confirming a timeline by which the returns will be filed.
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10/11/2021WRD01600Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRD0170074. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the total amount spent by his 
Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online adver-
tising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54907/21]

10/11/2021WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The information requested by the Dep-
uty in relation to the amount spent by my Department on advertising from 2011 to date in 2021 
is set out in the following table.

Year Description Amount
2011 Appointments of Board of Directors of 

Banks in Irish Times, Independent and 
Examiner 

€4,880.38

 Notices re: Anglo, INBS and Credit 
Institutions Stabilisation Act as required 
by EU Directive in UK and 28 EEA-wide 
countries’ media – Brindley 

€280,478.61

 Notices on Subordinated Liabilities Order 
and Invitation for Submissions in relation 
to Bank of Ireland in Irish Independent, 
Irish Times, Financial Times and Dai-
ly Telegraph 

€91,175.85

2012 Recruitment of Chief Economist, Head of 
Banking Policy and Secretary General of 
the Department of Finance in the Sunday 
Times, Sunday Business Post, Irish Times 
and Financial Times

€33,167.68

 Notices/Advertisements re Anglo, INBS 
and Credit Institutions Stabilisation Act as 
required by EU Directive in Irish media 
(Irish Times and Irish Examiner) 

€14,255.06

2013 Recruitment of Chief Finance and Opera-
tions Officer in Sunday Times, Sunday 
Business Post, ACCA and ACA e-zine 

€5,205.95

 Recruitment for position of Economist in 
the Irish Times 

€3,795.68

 Notices of the Official Languages Act and 
Scheme in Foinse 

€687.42

2014 Recruitment for the position of Head of 
International & EU Division in the Sun-
day Business Post and Sunday Times 
online 

€2,787.41

 Notice re: winding up of SAT/ICAROM 
(Insurance Corporation of Ireland) in Irish 
Daily Mail 

€130.18

 Creative strategy, production and burst 
1 of campaign to increase awareness of 
the Supporting SME online tool on social 
media 

€27,683.70 
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Year Description Amount
2015 Advertisement for the position of Gover-

nor of the Central Bank
€12,300.00

 Local Property Tax Review advertise-
ments in Irish Times, Irish Independent 
and Irish Examiner 

€7,181.56

 Campaign to increase awareness of the 
Supporting SME online tool on social 
media

€50,519.18

 2016 Mortgage Arrears Communication Cam-
paign

€73,136

 Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €24,682
 Outside Broadcasting of National Eco-

nomic Dialogue
€17,657

 2017 Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €717,746
 Outside Broadcasting of National Eco-

nomic Dialogue
€17,657

 Information notice re: Beneficial Owner-
ship

€2,408

 Graphic Design: Public Awareness Cam-
paign

€480

 Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €73.80
 Advertising: European Financial Forum €24.60
 2018 Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €405,900
 Outside Broadcasting of National Eco-

nomic Dialogue
€13,616

 Advertising: Board Recruitment €1,707 
 Irish Language Notice (The Department’s 

Irish Language Scheme)
€1,240 

 Irish Language Notice (The Depart-
ment’s Irish Language Scheme)

€983 

2019 Advertising: Vacancy for Governor of 
Central Bank of Ireland

€12,300 

 Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €2,066.40
2020 Irish Language Notice (The Department’s 

Irish Language Scheme)
€815.07   

 Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €2,066.40
2021 (to date) Advertising: Switch Your Bank* €3,018.95
 Advertising: Vacancy for Appeals Com-

missioner in the Tax Appeals Commission
€430.50

*The cost of the Switch your Bank campaign is fully recoupable by AIB and Permanent 
TSB in the context of their restructuring plans. These costs relate to a Public awareness cam-
paign as part of a range of competition measures agreed with the European Commission to 
raise awareness and promote customer switching of financial products. The Department of Fi-
nance facilitates this campaign as part of its remit to ensure that consumers are protected within 
the financial sector in Ireland and to ensure a healthy level of competition.
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10/11/2021WRD01900National Treasury Management Agency

10/11/2021WRD0200075. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 224 of 22 June 2021, the position regarding the amount of negative interest charged 
to any money held on deposit including current accounts by the banks including the Central 
Bank on behalf of the National Treasury Management Agency since negative interest rates were 
introduced (details supplied); the amount of negative interest charges in total that have been 
incurred by the NTMA for each year since negative rates were introduced; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [54993/21]

10/11/2021WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) that the details of negative interest charges published in their 
Annual Report 2020 relate to negative interest charges incurred in respect of accounts held at 
the Central Bank of Ireland for the purpose of the performance by the NTMA of certain of its 
statutory functions.

In respect of the National Debt, details of negative interest rate charges on cash balances 
held in the Central Bank of Ireland can be found on page 97 of the NTMA Annual Report 2020.

In respect of Post Office Savings Bank Deposits, details of negative interest rate charges on 
cash balances held in the Central Bank of Ireland can be found on page 138 of the NTMA An-
nual Report 2020.

Finally, in respect of Dormant Accounts, details of negative interest rate charges on cash 
balances held in the Central Bank of Ireland are published on page 160 of the NTMA Annual 
Report 2020. 

The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund controlled and managed by the NTMA also discloses 
income interest in Note 4 on page 190 of the NTMA Annual Report, this would include interest 
charges by the Central Bank of Ireland. The NTMA does not hold account(s) with the Central 
Bank of Ireland in its own right.

I note the Deputy refers to PQ33313/21 which sought the amount of interest charged in re-
spect of savings on deposit in Irish retail banks. The NTMA advised that it had incurred charges 
of €243,452 on its accounts with core Irish retail banks since 2018. These charges relate to 
operational accounts held by the NTMA with AIB, which are maintained to facilitate a high 
volume of payment activities undertaken by the NTMA.

10/11/2021WRD02200Banking Sector

10/11/2021WRD0230076. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Finance the four locations in 
which a bank (details supplied) will continue to maintain an ATM after a branch closure; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55015/21]

10/11/2021WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Bank of Ireland has provided officials 
in my Department with the following update in relation to the Deputy’s question:

“In the context of recent changes to the branch network, the Bank committed to ensuring 
that no town would be left without access to an ATM. In early 2021, the Bank identified four 
locations where it was closing a branch where there was no alternative ATM facility. In two of 
these locations (Arva and Kilkee) an alternative ATM service was put in place, and consequent-
ly the Bank removed its ATM service when the branch closed. In two locations (Durrow and 
Glenties) arrangements are being made for an ATM to be provided by an alternative supplier, 



10 November 2021

17

and the Bank will retain its ATM until that alternative service is in place.”

10/11/2021WRD02500Primary Medical Certificates

10/11/2021WRD0260077. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance when the Government will allow 
the resumption of applications for primary medical certificates with the broader category of the 
severely and permanently disabled as set out in the relevant legislation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55028/21]

10/11/2021WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Pas-
sengers Scheme provides relief from VRT and VAT on the purchase and use of an adapted car, 
as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual fuel grant.

The Scheme is open to severely and permanently disabled persons as a driver or as a passen-
ger and also to certain organisations. In order to qualify for relief the applicant must hold a Pri-
mary Medical Certificate (PMC) issued by the relevant Senior Area Medical Officer (SAMO) 
or a Board Medical Certificate (BMC) issued by the Disabled Driver Medical Board of Appeal. 
Certain other criteria apply in relation to the vehicle and its use, including that the vehicle must 
be specially constructed or adapted for use by the applicant.  

The terms of the Scheme set out the following medical criteria, and that one or more of these 
criteria is required to be satisfied in order to obtain a PMC:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have  serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The medical criteria were included in the Finance Act 2020, by way of amendment to Section 
92 of the Finance Act 1989. This amendment arises from legal advice in light of the June 2020 
Supreme Court judgement that the medical criteria in secondary legislation was not deemed to 
be invalid, nevertheless it was found to be inconsistent with the mandate provided in Section 92 
of the Finance Act 1989 (primary legislation). 

Assessments and appeals have recommenced from January 2021 following the approval of 
the Finance Act 2020.  

While I am very aware of the importance of this scheme to those who benefit from it, I am 
also aware of the disquiet expressed by members of this house and others in respect of the dif-
ficulties around access to the scheme. 

I have asked my officials to undertake a comprehensive review of the scheme, to include 
a broader review of mobility supports for persons with disabilities, and on foot of that review 
to bring forward proposals for consideration. My officials have been carrying out preliminary 
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work, including an examination of the main issues which will frame the scope of the review and 
engaging with other Departments and agencies.

Separately, I have reached out to the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth, in the context of a review that was commenced in March 2020 under the auspices 
of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, to examine transport supports encompassing all 
Government funded transport and mobility schemes for people with disabilities. Its work was 
interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Minister O’Gorman has confirmed that he has asked 
his officials to reconvene the working group established to carry out that review at the earliest 
opportunity and we are both agreed that this is the most appropriate forum for the review. With 
this in mind, my officials will work closely with officials from the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth to progress this review, and on foot of that will bring 
forward proposals for consideration.

10/11/2021WRD02800Tax Yield

10/11/2021WRD0290078. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected revenue raised 
from legislated increases in the carbon tax in each year from 2021 to 2030 relative to the rate 
of €26 per tonne in 2020 as it pertains to the €9.5 billion expected to be raised from 2021 to 
2030 in carbon tax increases as referenced in the Climate Action Plan, for example, the revenue 
raised from the new rate of carbon tax in 2026 relative to a rate of €26 per tonne. [55069/21]

10/11/2021WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The additional carbon tax revenue yield 
estimate of €9.5 billion was based on an increase in the rate of the carbon tax to €100 per tonne 
by 2030 above the €20 per tonne rate that existed until 2019. 

The table provided at the following link therefore sets out the projected additional revenue 
raised in each year through increases in the carbon tax rate from €20 per tonne, starting from 
2021 as requested by the Deputy.

To note, the figures in the table illustrate the additional total yield as calculated on a static 
basis which includes the carryover from the previous rate increase plus the additional revenues 
raised from the current carbon tax rate in any given year. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq78-10-11-21_en.docx  “>Projected Carbon Tax Revenue</a>]

All such estimates represent point in time projections and the actual outturn revenues will 
be dependent on a host of variables including changes in the macroeconomic environment, 
including energy prices, policy decisions by Government, changes in consumer behaviour and 
other factors. The confidence bounds surrounding the estimates are also unavoidably widened 
by the difficulty in estimating the impact of changes in tax policy rates many years in advance 
and calculating the additional yield against a counter-factual base rate of €20.

10/11/2021WRD03100Public Sector Staff

10/11/2021WRD0320079. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of jobs or job opportunities in the public sector that require the Covid-19 vaccination as a 
condition of continued employment or potential employment. [54802/21]

10/11/2021WRD0330080. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of persons in the public sector, by discipline such as health, agriculture and so on, who have 



10 November 2021

19

resigned or have had employment terminated as a result of a refusal to get the Covid-19 vaccine 
or to disclose their vaccination status, respectively. [54803/21]

10/11/2021WRD03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 79 and 80 together.

Firstly, I encourage as many people as possible to take up their COVID-19 vaccinations 
when offered. 

As per recent advice from the Data Protection Commission, employers should only process 
COVID-19 vaccination data where necessary to achieve a specific, legitimate purpose in line 
with general and sector-specific public health advice.  

The Work Safely Protocol states that the decision to get a vaccine is voluntary and that 
individuals will make their own decisions in this regard. The full suite of measures to main-
tain workplace safety should be considered by employers before making any assessment as to 
whether knowledge of vaccination status is necessary. COVID-19 vaccination in general would 
not be considered a necessary workplace safety measure for many workplaces or roles. How-
ever, there may be specific employment contexts where knowledge of vaccination status may 
be deemed necessary, subject to a risk assessment and with reference to sector-specific public 
health guidance. Employers are required to deal with these matters on a case-by-case basis. As 
a result, the data requested by the Deputy is not available centrally from my department. 

In order to assist civil and public service organisations with their work-related obligations 
during COVID-19, the Civil Service HR Policy Division within my Department regularly is-
sues Guidance and FAQs for Public Service Employers during Covid-19, which can be found 
here: www.gov.ie/en/news/092fff-update-on-working-arrangements-and-leave-associated-
with-covid-19-fo/. This document is regularly updated to reflect any changes in public health 
guidance and government policy. Section 1.1 of this document, which is based on public health 
advice and the Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021, provides guidance for employers in relation 
to who should attend the work premise during the pandemic. In line with public health advice, a 
cautious and careful return to workplaces should take into account appropriate attendance lev-
els, with the use of staggered arrangements such as non-fulltime attendance and flexible work-
ing hours. Additionally the advice is that all existing infection prevention and control measures, 
(such as physical distancing, hand hygiene, face coverings, adequate ventilation), and working 
from home unless an employee’s physical presence in the workplace is for specific business 
purposes, must also remain in place for individuals even following their vaccination. 

  Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 79.

10/11/2021WRD03600Public Sector Staff

10/11/2021WRD0370081. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he has issued advice to other Departments and or Ministers regarding the phased return of 
civil servants to the Department office environment; and if he has made provision for the non-
return of those who are clinically vulnerable and-or compromised in the context of Covid-19. 
[54866/21]

10/11/2021WRD0380084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide the advice he has issued to Departments in respect of the return to work of civil 
servants in their respective offices; if he has made provision for those who are clinically vulner-
able and-or compromised regarding contracting Covid 19; if he has provided for civil servants 
who require medical consultations in order to demonstrate that they cannot return to the office 
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in the context of rising case volumes of Covid-19 here; if he has consulted with the Chief Medi-
cal Officer in this regard; and, if so, if he will publish and-or provide those advices. [54865/21]

10/11/2021WRD0390085. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps he has taken to ensure that persons with a disability and-or who are immune compromised 
can return to departmental offices safely in the context of Covid-19; if he has, without prejudice 
and-or sanction arrangements in place in order for these cohorts to continue working from home 
in the context of rising case numbers; and if he has considered a reversal on the full return to 
the office by staff. [54879/21]

10/11/2021WRD04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 81, 84 and 85 together.

Decisions in relation to those who are required to attend the workplace during COVID-19 is 
a matter for individual employers. 

In order to assist civil and public service organisations with their work-related obligations 
during COVID-19, the Civil Service HR Policy Division within my Department regularly is-
sues Guidance and FAQs for Public Service Employers during Covid-19, which can be found 
here: www.gov.ie/en/news/092fff-update-on-working-arrangements-and-leave-associated-
with-covid-19-fo/. This document is regularly updated to reflect any changes in public health 
guidance and government policy. Section 1.1 of this document, which is based on public health 
advice and the Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021, provides guidance for employers in relation 
to who should attend the work premise during the pandemic. In line with public health advice, 
a cautious and careful return to workplaces should take into account appropriate attendance 
levels, with the use of staggered arrangements such as non-fulltime attendance and flexible 
working hours, and that attendance is for specific business requirements only. 

The Guidance and FAQs for Public Service Employers during Covid-19, provides advice 
for high risk & very high risk categories of employees specifically under 2.1 and 2.2 in relation 
to their attendance in the workplace:  

- FAQ 2.1 notes that in relation to those at high risk of illness from COVID-19, “Employers 
should continue to facilitate this group where possible in terms of flexible working arrange-
ments, including working remotely where such arrangements are appropriate to the business 
needs”.

- FAQ 2.2 notes that in relation to who are at very high risk, “Employees should declare 
to their employer if they believe that they are at very high risk of COVID-19. Please refer to 
the HSE website for more information. The employer’s Occupational Health service should be 
consulted for employees in the very high risk category, or to determine if an employee falls into 
this category, and to advise on whether the employee can attend the work premises. The Civil 
Service CMO advises that as our knowledge of COVID-19 has increased, some conditions 
that previously placed employees in the very high risk category now place them in the high 
risk category or in some instance in the normal risk category. In addition an employee’s risk 
categorisation may now have changed due to vaccination and/or history of recent confirmed 
COVID infection”.  

The Office of the Civil Service Chief Medical Officer (CMO) conducts COVID -19 risk as-
sessments when requested by the Civil Service employing organisation. This includes referrals 
where the employer is advised whether the employee is at general population or normal risk/
higher risk/very high risk from COVID-19. This COVID -19 risk assessment follows the risk 
categorisation guidance developed by the Health Service Executive (HSE). The decision on the 
employee’s place of work following this CMO risk categorisation is made by the employer in 
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consultation with the employee, not the Civil Service CMO.

In terms of those with a disability, requests for a remote/blended working arrangement as a 
reasonable accommodation should be dealt with under the usual process as employers across 
the Civil Service continue to provide reasonable accommodations to staff who have a disability 
so that they can participate and advance in their employment.

10/11/2021WRD04100An Garda Síochána

10/11/2021WRD0420082. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the plans 
for the redevelopment of the Garda station in Greystones, County Wicklow; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [54899/21]

10/11/2021WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The refurbishment of Greystones Garda Station is included in the ‘Capital 
Works programme 2016-2021’ for An Garda Síochána. Planned works include the refurbish-
ment of the existing station and redevelopment of adjacent buildings. These works are currently 
contingent on the Coast Guard moving from its current location in the adjacent buildings beside 
the Garda station. 

10/11/2021WRE00200Public Appointments Service

10/11/2021WRE0030083. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a decision will be made for Irish-speaking executive officers from the 2020 panel (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54814/21]

10/11/2021WRE00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is the independent, statutory body 
that provides professional recruitment and selection services to the civil service.

In relation to the recruitment of fluent Irish speakers to the civil service, such speakers can 
apply for competitions that specifically require fluency in the Irish language.  They can also ap-
ply for competitions that do not require fluency in the Irish language and express and, in doing 
so, indicate their fluency in Irish that may be taken into consideration for assignments to posts 
that may be vacant should they subsequently come under consideration for appointment.  There 
is nothing to preclude candidates from applying from more than one competition provided they 
meet all eligibility criteria set out in the respective competition.

PAS forms panels for general civil service positions that candidates are assigned from as and 
when vacancies are notified to PAS by civil service employers.  The number of positions avail-
able to any particular panel depends on the demand from Departments/Offices and adherence to 
their pay and numbers allocations.  While every effort is made to endeavour that panels are not 
large, candidates are advised that placement on a particular panel is no guarantee of appoint-
ment to a position arising from their participation in a particular competition.

In relation to the Irish Executive Officer panels formed from the 2019 competitions, my 
Department has recently authorised PAS to extend the expiry date of the current Irish Executive 
Officer panels to 31 December 2021.  My Department is advised by PAS that a notification to 
this effect issued via the publicjobs.ie Messageboard system on 3 November to all candidates 
remaining on the current panel.  A new Irish Executive Officer competition is due to be un-
dertaken by PAS in January 2022 from which all future assignments will be made.  I consider 
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this an appropriate timeframe in terms of striking a balance between how long candidates may 
remain on panels against the need to refresh panels by allowing applications from those either 
not eligible at the closing date or who did not meet the standard at a point in time for a particular 
competition.

The Deputy will be aware that the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill, currently before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas, proposes a 20% Irish language fluency target for all new hires 
to the public service by 2030 in line with Programme for Government commitments.   The 
implementation of the Government’s Rural Development Strategy “Our Rural Future” that was 
launched in March by the Minister for Community and Rural Development, may also provide 
enhanced opportunities for Irish-speaking roles in the public service in the years ahead.

  Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 81.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 81.

10/11/2021WRE00700Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRE0080086. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
amount spent by his Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertise-
ment and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54913/21]

10/11/2021WRE00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy for my Department and the Office of Government Procure-
ment, which is also part of my Department, is set out in the following tables.

 Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Year Advertising Costs
2021 (to date) €15,910 
2020 €5,258 
2019 €57,048 
2018 €199,760 
2017 €221,293 
2016 €9,060 
2015 €7,123 
2014 - 
2013 - 
2012 - 
2011 €3,720 

Office of Government Procurement

Year Advertising Costs
2021 (to date) - 
2020 €5,324 
2019 €5,553 
2018 €4,281 
2017 - 
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Year Advertising Costs
2016 - 
2015 - 
2014 - 
The OGP commenced operations in 2014.

10/11/2021WRE01000Schools Building Projects

10/11/2021WRE0110087. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
respond to a query (details supplied) regarding a school project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55057/21]

10/11/2021WRE01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works is nearing completion of the analysis of options 
and costs related with the provision of  temporary accommodation for this project.  It is expected 
that this information will be submitted to the Department of Education in the very near future.

10/11/2021WRE01300Sports Funding

10/11/2021WRE0140088. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if there are supports for a club (details supplied) that is not in profit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55140/21]

10/11/2021WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): On 5 October 2021, Minister Martin and I were delighted 
to announce that additional current funding of up to €65 million will be available to support 
the sport sector this year. Allied to the additional current expenditure of €26.3 million already 
provided to Sport Ireland, a total of €91.3 million will have been allocated in additional current 
funding to support the sport sector in 2021.

This package is intended to support National Governing Bodies of Sport and sports clubs 
arising from the significant impact of COVID-19 restrictions on the sports sector, by providing 
specific funding support for the following sectors:

- Field Sport funding to support the main field sports, i.e. the FAI, the GAA and the IRFU;

- A Resilience Fund to support the other National Governing Bodies of Sport;

- A Sports Club Resilience Fund to support clubs from all sports;

- A Swimming Pools/Facilities Fund;

- A Resumption of Sport & Physical Activity Fund.

The funding will be invested through new grant schemes developed by Sport Ireland and the 
funding will be disbursed through the National Governing Bodies of sport. 

Following the announcement, Sport Ireland invited applications for funding from National 
Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Sports Partnerships.  The applications are now being re-
viewed by Sport Ireland and funding allocations will be announced in December. 

Funding for individual clubs under the Sports Club Resilience Fund is being delivered di-
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rectly by the National Governing Bodies through programmes established by each of the Na-
tional Governing Bodies in receipt of funding. I have no role in the process.

The club mentioned by the Deputy should contact Golf Ireland directly. 

10/11/2021WRE01600Sports Funding

10/11/2021WRE0170089. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if there are supports or grants available to air sports in rural areas; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55141/21]

10/11/2021WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all 
levels and raising standards, including the allocation of funding across its various programmes. 

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply in relation to any sup-
ports or grants that are available to air sports. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a 
reply is not received within 10 days.

In relation to financial supports that are available for the sport sector due to Covid, on 5th 
October 2021, Minister Martin and I announced that additional current funding of up to €65 
million will be available to support the sport sector this year. Allied to the additional current ex-
penditure of €26.3 million already provided to Sport Ireland, a total of €91.3 million will have 
been allocated in additional current funding to support the sport sector in 2021.

This package is intended to support National Governing Bodies of Sport and sports clubs 
arising from the significant impact of COVID-19 restrictions on the sports sector, by providing 
specific funding support for the following sectors:

- Field Sport funding to support the main field sports, i.e. the FAI, the GAA and the IRFU;

- A Resilience Fund to support the other National Governing Bodies of Sport;

- A Sports Club Resilience Fund to support clubs from all sports;

- A Swimming Pools/Facilities Fund;

- A Resumption of Sport and Physical Activity Fund.

The funding will be invested through new grant schemes developed by Sport Ireland and the 
funding will be disbursed through the National Governing Bodies of sport. 

Following the announcement, Sport Ireland invited applications for funding from the Na-
tional Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Sports Partnerships.  The applications are now be-
ing reviewed by Sport Ireland and funding allocations will be announced in December. 

Funding for individual clubs under the Sports Club Resilience Fund is being delivered di-
rectly by the National Governing Bodies through programmes established by each of the Na-
tional Governing Bodies in receipt of funding. I have no role in the process.

The sports referred to by the Deputy should contact their National Governing Body directly 
or their Local Sports Partnership. 
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10/11/2021WRE01900Sports Organisations

10/11/2021WRE0200090. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if her attention has been drawn to the fact that Sport Ireland is insisting that 
all players must be vaccinated to participate in games indoors (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [54791/21]

10/11/2021WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): At its meeting on 19 October 2021, and following consid-
eration of the public health advice, Government agreed that additional aspects of society can 
reopen only with the full range of protective measures in place. As such, current restrictions 
under the Government’s plan state that organisers of indoor and outdoor group activities should 
ensure that appropriate protective measures are in place. For indoor sports, this means:

- Where individuals have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permit-
ted (excluding adult coaches/instructors).

- Multiple pods will be permissible subject to protective measures.

- The overall number of pods will have regard to the size of venue and there should be sub-
stantial social distance between individual pods.

- For Vaccinated individuals no fixed capacity limits apply to these activities.

- For spectators, the use of the EU Digital COVID Certificate (vaccine or recovery certifi-
cate) will be required for accessing indoor sporting activities and events.

- Vaccinated spectators attending indoor sporting events should be fully seated.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Government agreed last week to widen the range of 
sporting opportunities for young people which enables under 18 indoor sports games and com-
petitions in sports such as basketball to go ahead. On foot of this, updated guidance has been 
provided by Sport Ireland to sporting organisations to allow children under 18 years of age to 
participate in indoor games and competition activities according to the ordinary rules and limits 
of the sport concerned.  The full guidance can be accessed on the Sport Ireland website at:

www.sportireland.ie/covid19/return-to-sport-and-physical-activity

10/11/2021WRE02200Sports Organisations

10/11/2021WRE0230091. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of efforts by an organisation (details supplied) to improve corporate 
governance structures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54808/21]

10/11/2021WRE02400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland is the statutory body with responsibility for 
governance oversight of recognised National Governing Bodies of Sport. 

Sport Ireland has been engaging with the organisation mentioned by the Deputy in relation 
to governance procedures within the organisation. I am informed by Sport Ireland that the or-
ganisation has taken steps to improve its governance significantly over the last few years and 
that a range of actions have been undertaken which have been supported by Sport Ireland.  

I am further informed that, to address ongoing concerns, the organisation requested Sport 
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Ireland to sponsor an independent governance review. That review is underway and involves a 
comprehensive consultation process. I understand that the review is expected to be completed 
by the end of December. 

As governance oversight is a matter for Sport Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to Sport Ireland for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within 10 working days.

10/11/2021WRE02500Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRE0260092. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the total amount spent by her Department on advertisements, including traditional 
forms of advertisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. 
[54917/21]

10/11/2021WRE02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The full information requested by the Deputy is not readily available. 

I have asked my officials to gather and collate the relevant data and I will forward the infor-
mation to the Deputy in accordance with the timelines set out in Standing Orders. 

10/11/2021WRE02800Water Services

10/11/2021WRE0290093. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the person or body that is responsible for the design and delivery of new sewage treatment 
infrastructure for towns and villages that have no such infrastructure in place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [54787/21]

10/11/2021WRE03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): My 
Department builds its strategic water policy and infrastructure delivery programmes around the 
National Planning Framework 2018-2040 and the National Development Plan 2018-2027. In-
vestment is primarily delivered through Irish Water while my Department operates the Rural 
Water Programme directly. 

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water takes a 
strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer require-
ments. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects and programmes is a matter for 
determination by Irish Water.

As part of Budget 2022, I secured funding of over €1.5 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.4 billion in respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This 
overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and waste water 
services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and sup-
port a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine 
area.

The Programme for Government supports the uptake of Irish Water’s Small Towns and 
Villages Growth Programme 2020-2024, which will provide water and waste water growth 
capacity in smaller settlements that would otherwise not be provided for in Irish Water’s capital 
investment plan.  I understand from Irish Water that an allocation of almost €100 million for 
this programme was approved by the CRU. Irish Water is working with local authorities across 
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the country in ensuring the investment supports the growth of identified settlements where these 
are prioritised in line with the local authority development plans. 

Complementary to Irish Water’s Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme 2020-2024, 
my Department is currently examining waste water requirements in the context of villages and 
similar settlements that do not have access to public waste water infrastructure.   

I have instructed the relevant officials in my Department to prepare a report on this topic 
at a national level. This report will include the analysis of a baseline survey of all rural local 
authorities, to quantify and qualify the number of villages and similar settlements concerned.  
This process is at an advanced stage, and I will be in a position to consider the matter further 
in relation to these villages and similar settlements, as identified in the survey, once I have re-
ceived the final report.

10/11/2021WRE03100Vacant Properties

10/11/2021WRE0320094. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of vacant homes in County Louth that Louth County Council applied for voids 
funding to bring back into use in each of the years 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; the number 
of units Louth County Council has successfully brought back into use over the same period 
which are now occupied or ready for allocation; if a breakdown of the figures between north 
Louth, mid Louth and south Louth will be provided to compare the number of units applied for 
against the total number of available vacant units in council stock; the number of vacant council 
homes across the county at present by location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54801/21]

10/11/2021WRE03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting re-
pairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and carry-
ing out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section 28 of 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 2009.

Notwithstanding this, under the Voids Programme, my Department provides funding sup-
port to local authorities to supplement their own budgetary provisions for the management and 
maintenance of their housing stock and for the preparation of vacant homes for re-letting. This 
funding was introduced originally to tackle long term vacant units and is now increasingly 
targeted to support authorities to ensure minimal turnaround and re-let times for vacant stock.  

The following table outlines submissions, approvals and remediation numbers for Louth 
County Council for the period 2019-2021. Please note that the number of properties remediated 
for 2021 will not be known until the end of the year when the programme has been closed and 
reconciliation complete. 

Submissions, approvals and remediation numbers for Louth County Council for the 
period 2019-2021

Year Total No. of Units 
Sought

Total No. of Units 
Approved 

Total Units Remedi-
ated

2019 11 11 5 
2020 107 94 94 
2021 138 125 TBC
A breakdown of vacancy by region within Louth is not available from my Department. 
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Local authorities will always have a level of vacancy in their housing stock. This will fluc-
tuate over time, as tenancy surrender and re-letting of stock is an ongoing process. Therefore, 
ongoing data in relation to vacant local authority owned homes are not collated by my Depart-
ment.

However, statistics in relation to social housing stock, at a point in time, are published by the 
National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their Annual Reports on Performance 
Indicators in Local Authorities. These reports provide a range of information in relation to so-
cial housing stock, including levels of vacancy in local authority owned properties. The most 
recent report, relating to 2020, is available on the NOAC website at the following link: 

noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NOAC-Local-Authority-Performance-Indicator-Re-
port-2020.pdf

It is important to note that my Department and local authorities supported by the Local 
Government Management Agency (LGMA) are working to transition from a largely response 
and voids based approach to housing stock management and maintenance to a planned main-
tenance approach as referenced in Housing for All, policy objective 20.6. This will require the 
implementation of centrally hosted ICT system within the LGMA to support the completion of 
stock condition surveys by all local authorities and the subsequent development of strategic and 
informed work programmes which will be supported by my Department’s stock improvement 
funding programmes. It is envisaged surveys will commence early in 2022.

10/11/2021WRE03325Departmental Reports

10/11/2021WRE0335095. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the date on which he, his predecessor and his officials last engaged with a person 
(details supplied) in respect of a Review Into Certain Planning Matters in Respect of Donegal 
County Council; and if he will expedite the publication of the report.  [54805/21]

10/11/2021WRE03375Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I am considering the report, entitled ‘A Review Into Certain Planning Matters in Respect of 
Donegal County Council’, by Mr. Rory Mulcahy S.C., and will bring this matter to Government 
for consideration in due course. 

In this regard, the decisions of the Commissioner for Environmental Information 
(CEI/18/0019) of 13 February 2019 and the Information Commissioner (OIC-59426-Q8D7T8) 
of 27 February 2020 in relation to requests to publish this report will also be taken into account.  
Both decisions are publicly available on those bodies’ websites.

It should be noted that in each of these cases, both the Commissioner for Environmen-
tal Information and the Information Commissioner decided not to grant access to the report. 
The Office of the Information Commissioner decision stated “placing the details concerned in 
the public domain would significantly breach the rights to privacy of identifiable individuals.” 
Therefore, this is a matter that requires careful consideration.  

Officials in my Department last engaged with Mr. Rory Mulcahy S.C. in respect of the re-
port on the 7th of December 2018.

10/11/2021WRE03376Domestic Violence

10/11/2021WRE0337796. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing; Local Government and 
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Heritage if domestic violence is provided for in national legislation as an antisocial behaviour; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [54809/21]

10/11/2021WRE0337997. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing; Local Government and 
Heritage if domestic violence is provided for under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2014 as a form of 
antisocial behaviour; if not, the mechanisms his Department will put in place to include same 
in order for perpetrators of domestic violence to be taken off local authority tenancy agree-
ments; if so, if it is within the remit of local authorities to implement this distinction and remove 
perpetrators of domestic violence from tenancy agreements and reform an agreement with the 
survivor in order that they can reoccupy the primary residence; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [54810/21]

10/11/2021WRE03381Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 96 and 97 together.

The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (DSGBV) is a cross-Depart-
mental and multi-agency issue, with overall policy coordinated by the Department of Justice.   
Responsibility for the overall legal definition of domestic violence rests with my colleague the 
Minister for Justice.

In relation to Housing legislation, the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, as 
amended, provides for the definition of anti-social behaviour as follows:

‘ anti-social behaviour ’ includes either or both of the following, namely —

(a) the manufacture, production, preparation, importation, exportation, sale, supply, posses-
sion for the purposes of sale or supply, or distribution of a controlled drug (within the meaning 
of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 2007),

(b) any behaviour which causes or is likely to cause any significant or persistent danger, 
injury, damage, alarm, loss or fear to any person living, working or otherwise lawfully in or in 
the vicinity of a house provided by a housing authority under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2014 
or Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000   or a housing estate in which the house is 
situate and, without prejudice to the foregoing, includes —

(i) violence, threats, intimidation, coercion, harassment or serious obstruction of any person,

(ii) behaviour which causes any significant or persistent impairment of a person’s use or 
enjoyment of his or her home, or

(iii) damage to or defacement by writing or other marks of any property, including a person 
’ s home; ‘

The definition of anti-social behaviour in the Acts covers a range of behaviours that would 
be considered serious anti-social behaviour.  Certain types of domestic violence may be covered 
by the definition, including behaviours directed at the person e.g. violence, threats, intimida-
tion, coercion and harassment etc.  

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 provides for tenancy agreements to be 
drawn up between the local authority and their tenants. The tenancy agreements include the 
condition not to engage in anti-social behaviour. 

Local authorities are responsible under the Housing Acts for the management and mainte-
nance of their housing stock and the management of their estates, including taking appropriate 
measures to counter anti-social behaviour. The powers of local authorities in this area were 
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significantly enhanced by Part 2 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014, which 
provides for the issuing of a tenancy warning requiring that tenants cease any anti-social activ-
ity.  Part 2 of the 2014 Act also gives local authorities the power to recover possession of their 
dwellings from households or individuals in serious breach of their tenancy agreements, includ-
ing engaging in anti-social behaviour.  In addition, the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1997 gives local authorities the power to secure court orders excluding individuals engaged in 
anti-social behaviour from local authority owned houses and local authority estates.

10/11/2021WRE03386Domestic Violence

10/11/2021WRE0339098. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the sequence of events that transpire after a woman presents in a domestic violence 
refuge; the pathway at present to provide her with access to secure social housing after the fact; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [54813/21]

10/11/2021WRE03395Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (DSGBV) is a cross-Depart-
mental and multi-agency issue with overall policy coordinated by the Department of Justice.  
Responsibility for the development and provision of services to support victims rests with my 
colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.  Statutory re-
sponsibility for the care and protection of victims of DSGBV rests with Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency.

My Department’s role is to support the work of local authorities and NGOs who provide 
accommodation support to victims of DSGBV, including capital funding support for the de-
velopment of new refuges.  Under Housing for All, the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) will 
continue to support the provision of new refuges.

 In terms of social housing services, in 2017, my Department issued policy and procedural 
guidance to housing authorities relating to the role they can play to assist victims of domestic 
violence. The guidance is also a useful reference for service providers, highlighting where they 
can be of greatest assistance to their clients, covering a range of scenarios that may arise for 
victims of domestic violence currently in receipt of social housing support and those seeking 
social housing supports. These include provisions around the use of the Housing Assistance 
Payment scheme, or the Rental Accommodation Scheme, where a victim has a joint interest in 
the family home, or ownership of alternative accommodation, but would otherwise qualify for 
social housing support.

In addition, where a victim of domestic violence applies for social housing support in their 
own right while still a joint tenant, it is a matter for the relevant local authority to address the 
contractual issues arising in relation to the joint tenancy agreement. Accordingly, the household 
may transfer out of their existing tenancy and into a new tenancy agreement with the local 
authority or they may access an independent tenancy in the private rented sector utilising the 
various housing supports offered by the State.

The guidance was introduced with the objective of supporting a partnership approach by 
statutory agencies in respect of the delivery of domestic violence services, particularly in rela-
tion to helping to prevent and reduce the occurrence of related homelessness and facilitating the 
provision of long term accommodation for victims of domestic violence.  

In addition to the above long-term supports, a new protocol was established in 2020 be-
tween the Department of Social Protection and Tusla, whereby a victim of domestic violence 
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can apply for Rent Supplement, which is a short-term income support, on referral by Tusla or 
by Tusla-funded service providers. Where an application is made, Rent Supplement will be 
provided for an initial three months and will not require a means test.  Further information is 
available at www.gov.ie/en/service/fb3b13-rent-supplement/  .

10/11/2021WRE03400Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRE0350099. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the total amount spent by his Department on advertisements, including traditional forms 
of advertisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. 
[54911/21]

10/11/2021WRE03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The information requested by the Deputy is currently being compiled and will be forwarded in 
accordance with Standing Orders.

10/11/2021WRE03700Electoral Process

10/11/2021WRE03800100. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will publish a report on the public consultation on modernisation of the electoral 
register process which concluded on 15 March 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54923/21]

10/11/2021WRE03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): A report on the public consultation on the modernisation of the 
electoral registration process, which ran from December 2018 to March 2019, was published 
on my Department’s website on 27 December, 2019.  

Overall, respondents were very positive towards the proposals.  The report is currently 
available to view at  www.housing.old.gov.ie/local-government/voting/register-electors/mod-
ernisation-electoral-register-ireland-report-public

10/11/2021WRE04000Departmental Reviews

10/11/2021WRE04100101. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the working group to review Irish planning legislation will be established; 
when the terms of reference will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54958/21]

10/11/2021WRE04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Housing for All sets out a number of objectives with the aim of improv-
ing the functioning of the planning system including the comprehensive review and consolida-
tion of planning legislation. The review forms one of the actions in Housing for All and is set in 
the context of the broad policy outlined therein.  The review is being overseen by the Attorney 
General and he has established a working group of professionals with planning law expertise to 
assist him in this work.  It is intended that it will be completed by December 2022.  

My Department is currently establishing a Planning Advisory Forum which will be a key 
element of the planning review.  It will manage the stakeholder engagement through the process 
and will be chaired by me.  
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The primary aim of the Forum will be to engage with stakeholders on themes to input into 
the review.  The Forum will have a wide stakeholder membership to input to the evolving policy 
and legal agenda, with representatives from a broad range of sectors, including representation 
from the public sector, business, environmental, social and knowledge based sectors. My De-
partment will shortly be contacting various groups and interested bodies to ask to seek a nomi-
nation to the Forum.  

It is intended that the first meeting of the Forum will take place shortly and it is my inten-
tion that the terms of reference for the Forum will be published once they have been approved 
at this meeting.

10/11/2021WRF00200Local Authorities

10/11/2021WRF00300102. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the review by the County and City Management Association of local 
authority capacity and resources before the Planning and Development (Amendment) (LSRD) 
Bill 2021 is enacted to ensure local authorities are adequately resourced and appropriately 
staffed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54959/21]

10/11/2021WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Dep-
uty Peter Burke): I am anxious to ensure that planning authorities are appropriately resourced 
to meet the demands of Housing for All, the National Development Plan and the Planning and 
Development (Amendment) (LSRD) Bill 2021. I recognise that there are changing work de-
mands being placed on authorities from the strong terrestrial and marine planning legislation, 
and the monitoring required from development plans.  For that reason, Housing for All, refers 
to the need in Action 24.1 to ensure that there is sufficient resourcing to meet the scale of ambi-
tion in the plan.  In particular, reference is made to the need for planning resources to deliver an 
average of 33,000 units per annum, as well as the skills and resources necessary to deliver on 
urban regeneration and town centre first, which relate to both Planning and Economic Depart-
ments of local authorities.

This requirement was highlighted at a recent meeting with Chief Executives of local au-
thorities, and I am committed to ensuring that the resourcing is made available through the 
workforce planning process.   The issue goes beyond funding of posts, but also needs to deal 
with building new skills and increasing digitalisation of the planning service.  We have received 
a submissions on this wider skills and resourcing issue of planning authorities from the Irish 
Planning Institute, and we will be giving this matter consideration in conjunction with work to 
be carried out by the County and City Management Association.  I do not as yet have a time-
frame for the conclusion of this work.

10/11/2021WRF00500Housing Provision

10/11/2021WRF00600103. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if Ireland plans to use InvestEU funds to support investment in social housing; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55002/21]

10/11/2021WRF00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has no specific plans in place to use InvestEU funds at this time to support 
investment in social housing.

The recently published National Development Plan 2021-2030 provides a Capital Invest-
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ment framework for all investment under the responsibility of my Department. Between 2021 
and 2025 some €17.5bn will be provided, and an average of €2.4Bn per annum of this will be 
for social and affordable housing. This will be complemented by LDA investment and Housing 
Finance Agency funding, bringing the total capital available for social and affordable housing 
to some €4Bn per annum on average.

10/11/2021WRF00800Housing Provision

10/11/2021WRF00900104. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when it is anticipated that the figures under the affordable housing scheme for each 
county will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55024/21]

10/11/2021WRF01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing for All Strategy delivers on the Programme for Government commitment to put 
affordability at the heart of the housing system. Over €4 billion in funding is provided annually, 
representing the highest ever level of Government investment in building social and affordable 
housing. 

A multi-faceted approach is being implemented to deliver 54,000 affordable homes inter-
ventions between now and 2030.  This will be facilitated by local authorities, Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, the Land Development Agency (LDA), as well as through a strategic partnership 
between the State and retail banks.

Local authorities will be submitting their Housing Delivery Action Plans to me, to include 
social and affordable housing, before the end of December 2021. This will allow each Local 
Authority to determine any affordability constraint in their area based on the Housing Need and 
Demand Assessment and plan the provision of affordable homes accordingly.

Delivery of affordable housing, in accordance with the Local Authority Affordable Purchase 
Scheme established in Part 2 of the Affordable Housing Act 2021, will be underpinned by the 
preparation by each local authorities Housing Delivery Action Plan. 

Part 4 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the ‘First Home’ scheme to primarily 
support affordability-constrained first-time buyers to purchase privately developed new homes. 
This scheme will commence in 2022 and will be available at a national level.

Part 3 of the Affordable Housing Act provides for the establishment of a Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland, through the designation by the Minister of Cost Rental dwellings. Budget 2021 al-
located €35 million to the Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) scheme which enabled the first Cost 
Rental homes to be delivered this year by the Clúid AHB at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan. The tenant-
ing processes for further Cost Rental homes at Enniskerry Road in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
and Barnhall, Leixlip, County Kildare, are currently underway. In total, 390 Cost Rental units 
will be delivered through this funding, with the initial focus being in the Greater Dublin Area 
and Cork. A further €75 million was allocated in Budget 2022 to help meet the Housing for All 
target of 750 Cost Rental homes in 2022.

The LDA will deliver both homes for affordable purchase and Cost Rental.  The Housing for 
All strategy allocated €1 billion to the Land Development Agency through Project Tosaigh to 
unlock stalled developments and accelerate the delivery of affordable homes.

In addition the Help to Buy Scheme and the Local Authority Home loan scheme remain 
available nationally and make housing more affordable to purchasers.
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10/11/2021WRF01100Local Government Reform

10/11/2021WRF01200105. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will report on the funding to help increase the diversity of candidates running in 
local elections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55025/21]

10/11/2021WRF01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Dep-
uty Peter Burke): My Department has undertaken a range of funding initiatives through our 
key partners, local authorities and political parties with the objective of promoting a local gov-
ernment that is more reflective of the diverse communities that it represents. 

In 2018, the Department engaged with the Immigrant Council of Ireland, where the Council 
outlined the very low level of migrant representation in local government. In order to begin to 
address this ongoing imbalance in the representation of migrants, in August 2019, funding of 
€7,950 was approved for the Council’s “Migrant Electoral Empowerment Project”, with a sub-
sequent €24,090 issued in December 2020.

My Department’s September 2021 call for funding to political parties directed applicants to 
submit proposals aimed at addressing the need for greater diversity as well as gender balance in 
local government. The call for funding also directed political parties to consult the Immigrant 
Council of Ireland’s research ‘The Experience of Migrant Candidates in the 2019 Local Elec-
tion’ in making their applications. Proposals funded that specifically target minority groups 
include the recruitment of Diversity Officers, Diversity and Inclusion Officers, and running a 
party recruitment campaign targeting new members from migrant backgrounds, the travelling 
community and people with disabilities. 

Similarly, for the past three years, my Department has issued an annual call for funding to 
all local authorities for projects that will help increase diversity in local government structures. 
Some of the projects funded this year that were aimed at minority groups include: “Workshops 
addressing a lack of knowledge and understanding about the political system amongst minor-
ity women to increase engagement in local politics” by South Dublin County Council and “An 
awareness campaign engaging with local women’s groups and groups representing people of 
diversity, highlighting the work of the council and the work of women councillors in particular” 
by Kerry County Council.

In addition, my Department provides funding to the organisation See Her Elected (SHE), 
which encourages women from different socio-economic, ethnic and religious backgrounds in 
the rural midlands and northwest to run for local election, and to Women for Election (WfE), 
which is a non-partisan organisation working towards increasing diversity and gender balance 
in Irish politics.

10/11/2021WRF01400Housing Provision

10/11/2021WRF01500106. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when it is planned to increase the income eligibility limits for social housing in counties 
Cavan and Monaghan given existing limits are much too low at present; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [54946/21]

10/11/2021WRF01600110. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will increase the income threshold for entry on to the local authority housing list; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55085/21]
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10/11/2021WRF01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 106 and 110 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for so-
cial housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Universal 
Social Charge and Additional Superannuation Contribution. The Policy provides for a range of 
income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that 
is temporary, short-term or once-off in nature. 

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10% and separately a 2.5% allowance for 
each child.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for so-
cial housing supports in each local authority area is underway. As set out in Housing for All - a 
New Housing Plan for Ireland, the efficiency of the banding model and its application to local 
authorities will be considered. Equivalisation as between singles and families will also be con-
sidered. The review will also have regard to new initiatives being brought forward in terms of 
affordability and Cost Rental housing. I intend that the review will be completed this year.

10/11/2021WRF01800Housing Provision

10/11/2021WRF01900107. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of new housing units that have been built in Santry, Dublin 9 in the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55066/21]

10/11/2021WRF02000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not hold the details requested by the Deputy. The Central Statistics Office 
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(CSO), as the national statistical office, compiles and makes available detailed data on a number 
of housing related issues including housing completions. Data on new dwelling completions for 
can be found on the CSO website at the following link: www.cso.ie/en/statistics/construction/
newdwellingcompletions/

At the local authority level, my Department publishes details on social housing delivery for 
each local authority, across a range of delivery mechanisms, which are included in social hous-
ing statistics published by my Department. This data is available to the end of Quarter 2 2021 
and is available on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: www.
gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/.  

A detailed Social Housing Construction Status Report is also published each quarter which 
provides scheme level detail on new build activity. The most recent publication covers the 
period up to the end of Quarter 2 2021 and is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/d7709-social-housing-construction-projects-status-
report-q2-2021/.   This data includes information for each local authority and includes a list of 
the individual projects that make up the new build programme for that local authority. A version 
of this file can be downloaded at the link below and used for analysis, including analyis of the 
location of projects. 

data.gov.ie/dataset/social-housing-construction-status-report-q2-2021?package_
type=dataset

10/11/2021WRF02100Housing Schemes

10/11/2021WRF02200108. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when the report into the tenant purchase scheme will be published; if the issues relating to 
income from social welfare and the purchase of properties by persons over 70 years of age will 
be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55083/21]

10/11/2021WRF02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direc-
tion issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum 
reckonable income, local authorities can include income from a number of different sources 
and classes, such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain 
social welfare payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to 
employment income. 

In determining reckonable income, the income of all tenants of the house, including adult 
children that are joint tenants, is included, as is the income of the spouse, civil partner or other 
partner/co-habitant of a tenant who lives in the house with them, thus ensuring the appropriate 
level of discount is applied to the purchase price.

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensuring the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
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owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

A review of the first 12 months of the Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. In addition, 
Housing for All, A New Housing Plan for Ireland, commits to maintain the right of social hous-
ing tenants to purchase their own home with some changes to eligibility. The review and the 
commitments in Housing for All are being examined as part of the work on the broader social 
housing reform agenda. I expect to be in a position to finalise changes to the Scheme once the 
work on these reform measures is complete.

10/11/2021WRF02325Land Issues

10/11/2021WRF02350109. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will establish a State register of development land; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55084/21]

10/11/2021WRF02375Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In support of the Zoned Land Tax and other measures included in “Housing for All - A New 
Housing Plan for Ireland”, a register of lands zoned for housing development will be created in 
conjunction with the local authorities, based on the city and county development plan system. 
This will be compiled on a national basis to provide an accurate and current picture of the stock 
of zoned housing lands nationwide together with information on the servicing status of such 
lands to enable them to be developed. 

The Land Development Agency is also currently compiling a Register of Relevant Public 
Lands for population centres over 10,000.  

  Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 106.

10/11/2021WRF02500Derelict Sites

10/11/2021WRF02600111. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of Kildare County Council’s return under the Derelict Sites Register pursuant to 
Circular Letter PL 09/2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55086/21]

10/11/2021WRF02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The information requested is set out in the following table.

 - DERELICT SITES   ACT 
RETURN - 2020

 

   
Local Authority: Kildare County Council  
Contact Name: Redacted  
Contact details Redacted  
   
   
Notices   
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 - DERELICT SITES   ACT 
RETURN - 2020

 

Q.1 No. of sites in respect of 
which a notice    / demand 
under the Act issued

12

   
Derelict Sites   Register   
   
Q.2 No. of Derelict Sites   on 

Register at 1 January 2020
14

Q.3 No. of Derelict Sites   en-
tered onto Register during 
the year

2

Q.4 No. of Derelict Sites   re-
moved from Register during 
the year

0

Q.5 No. of Derelict Sites   on 
Register at 31 December 
2020

16

   
Acquisition   
   
Q.6 No. of Derelict Sites   ac-

quired by agreement
0

Q.7 No. of Derelict Sites   ac-
quired compulsorily

0

   
Levy   
   
Q.8 No. of Derelict Sites   levied 

during the year
11

Q.9 Amount levied during   the 
year

€93,450.00

Q.10 Amount received in   respect 
of sites levied during 2020

€0.00

Q.11 Cumulative amount of   lev-
ies outstanding at 31 De-
cember 2020

€207,463.00

My Department continues to liaise with local authorities on the implementation of the Der-
elict Sites Act with a view to improving its effectiveness, and continues to keep the relevant 
provisions under review.  

10/11/2021WRF02800Traveller Accommodation

10/11/2021WRF02900112. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Travellers represented 52% of homeless 
persons in County Clare in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55132/21]
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10/11/2021WRF03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes a detailed monthly report on homelessness, based on data provided 
by housing authorities. The Report outlines details of individuals utilising State-funded emer-
gency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. The Reports are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/80ea8-
homelessness-data/ and via the Government’s Open Data Portal, at data.gov.ie/

The most recently published data is in respect of September 2021 and shows that there 
were 61 adults in emergency accommodation in Clare during the September count week, a re-
duction of 9% on the position one year previously.  County Clare is part of the Mid West region 
for the purposes of homeless reporting, along with Limerick City and County Council. The 
combined Mid West region reported 32 families, with 52 dependants associated with these 
families, in emergency accommodation in September 2021.

My Department does not collate specific data relating to ethnicity for the purposes of provi-
sion of emergency accommodation for homeless households. However, I am aware that Travel-
lers are notably represented amongst the homeless population and my Department is working 
closely with local authorities to address the needs of all those experiencing homelessness, in-
cluding Traveller households.

Supporting all individuals and families experiencing homelessness is a key Government 
priority. ‘Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland’, the Government’s strategic hous-
ing plan to 2030, sets an ambitious objective of working to eradicate homelessness by 2030 and 
outlines details on how the Government is approaching this challenge. 

Through Housing for All, the Government is committed to taking action to prevent entries 
into homelessness in the first instance and to help those experiencing homelessness to exit into 
secure and sustained tenancies.  It also provides for enhanced tenancy sustainment supports to 
help those who are long-term homeless exit homelessness and maintain their home.  Housing 
for All recognises the importance of addressing Traveller accommodation needs as a priority 
and commits to working with local authorities to improve the quantity and quality of Traveller-
specific accommodation.

10/11/2021WRF03100Wildlife Regulations

10/11/2021WRF03200113. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will address a matter regarding the deer population in Ireland (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55138/21]

10/11/2021WRF03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): There are three species of deer recorded as occurring in Ireland; 
these are red deer, fallow deer and sika deer. A fourth species, muntjac deer, has been reported 
from the wild on a number of occasions, but my Department does not have evidence that this in-
vasive species of deer has established itself in the wild in Ireland.

No national census of deer populations has been carried out to date. However, my Depart-
ment carries out localised annual deer counts on State lands such as National Parks and the 
indications are that all three deer species are increasing in range and numbers. 

Although not a direct measure of deer population size, the licence returns from deer hunters 
also provide some indication of wild deer numbers. The number of deer reported shot during the 
hunting season rose steadily from c10,000 in 2000 to over 30,000 in 2010 and this figure has in-
creased again in recent seasons, reaching 40,000 for the first time in the 2017/2018 season. This 
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figure reached more than 44,000 in 2019 according to the latest available Section 29 returns.

10/11/2021WRF03400Wildlife Regulations

10/11/2021WRF03500114. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will address a matter regarding the culling of deer (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55139/21]

10/11/2021WRF03600115. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the management of the deer 
population; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55151/21]

10/11/2021WRF03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 and 115 together.

While the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of my Department does licence 
hunting of deer, and does actively manage deer on their property, NPWS does not own the 
deer population. Deer populations by their nature are mobile and have a home range that is not 
constrained by landownership boundaries. These home ranges are normally defined by physical 
landscape features such as mountains, lakes, rivers, built up areas and availability of suitable 
habitat within that home range. 

Wild deer in the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts, national culls are not carried out 
and the only culling done is within the State National Parks.

However, deer on any lands can be controlled by the landowner once that control is in ac-
cordance with current legislation, in this case, the Wildlife Act. During the annual open season, 
deer can legally be shot under licence. The season operates generally from 1 September to the 
last day of February, depending on the species and gender of deer. My Department has received 
over 5,800 applications so far this season for deer hunting licences under Section 29 of the 
Wildlife Act. 

In terms of on private property, landowners may apply to my Department for permission 
under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to cull deer where this is deemed necessary outside the 
annual open seasons. These permissions offer a facility whereby a person can obtain a permit, 
on a case by case basis, to prevent serious damage caused by individual deer on specific lands. 
Applications are investigated by local staff to determine if serious damage is being caused and 
if so, the most practical method of stopping or controlling the problem. Permissions are only 
issued where there is evidence of such damage. 

My colleague Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and 
I have been in communication in recent weeks in relation to the re-establishment of a version 
of the Irish Deer Management Forum, where it is planned that many topics in relation to deer 
management will be discussed. Our Officials are currently working together to establish the 
structures of such a forum and further details will be made available in due course.

The following statistics are the number of deer shot under licence under Section 29 and Sec-
tion 42 of the Wildlife Act for each of the previous five years. The returns are made by licence 
holders on an annual basis.  

Deer shot under licence under Section 29 and Section 42 of the Wildlife Act 
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Year Section 29 – Deer Hunting 
Licence   

Section 42 – Serious Dam-
age Licence   

2016 32,901 2,435 
2017 37,241 3,046 
2018 41,184 5,416 
2019 44,381 7,218 
2020* 35,134 4,648 
*2020 figure is an ongoing figure as returns continue to be collected by the NPWS.

  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 114.

10/11/2021WRF03900Wildlife Protection

10/11/2021WRF04000116. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of the establishment of a wildlife crime unit. [55183/21]

10/11/2021WRF04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): While the National Parks and Wildlife service (NPWS) of my 
Department has and continues to work to address wildlife crime, additional resources and per-
sonnel are being made available across the NPWS to support this work. Additional rangers, 
who are at the forefront of this work, are now operating in locations across the country. A dedi-
cated unit is also established – the Wildlife Crime Unit - to further coordinate and support these 
efforts. The Unit’s role is to  support the law enforcement work being done by the rangers and 
other colleagues throughout the country.

This will be done through delivery of training and disseminating best-practice guidance, and 
the provision of direct support to regional investigators. The Unit is and will continue to work 
closely with both An Garda Síochána and the Revenue Commissioners, who work to defend 
against international wildlife trafficking offences.

The nucleus of the new Wildlife Crime Unit has been put in place and work on securing 
additional staff is ongoing.

10/11/2021WRF04200Wastewater Treatment

10/11/2021WRF04300117. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the steps he is taking in response to the EPA Urban Waste Water Treatment in 2020 report find-
ing that treatment at 12 large towns and cities failed to comply with EU standards set to protect 
the environment. [55184/21]

10/11/2021WRF04400118. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the steps he is taking in response to the EPA’s Urban Waste Water Treatment in 2020 report find-
ing that treatment 34 towns and villages release untreated sewage into the environment every 
day due to the fact that they are not connected to treatment plants. [55185/21]

10/11/2021WRF04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 117 and 118 together.

I welcome the report on Urban Waste Water from the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) showing that, while many challenges remain, Irish Water is continuing to make progress 
and is improving our waste water systems.  



Questions - Written Answers

42

Irish Water has reduced the number of priority waste water sites listed by the EPA, and has 
increased the number of large towns and cities that now meet the required EU standards for 
waste water discharges. There has been a steady reduction in the number of areas failing to 
comply with the standards in recent years. 

I note that the EPA appreciates that there is a long and complex programme of work ahead 
to deliver a waste water service that fully meets the required standards. 

It will not be possible to fix all infrastructural deficits overnight and this work will require 
very significant and sustained capital investment. These are complex projects and must be care-
fully planned, designed and developed to fully meet our future needs.  

The Programme for Government commits to funding Irish Water’s capital investment plan 
for drinking water and waste water infrastructure on a multi-annual basis and delivery of the 
funding package committed to in Project Ireland 2040. The National Development Plan 2021-
2030 (published on 4 October 2021) commits to almost €6bn capital investment to be under-
taken by Irish Water in the period from 2021-2025 of which over €4.5 billion will be Voted 
Exchequer funded in respect of domestic water services also referenced under Housing for All.  
This substantial and sustained investment will build on improvements in recent years to deliver 
enhanced environment conditions in our rivers, estuaries, lakes and coastal waters.

As part of Budget 2022, I secured funding of over €1.57 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.459 billion (Current €629m and Capital €830m) in respect of domestic water 
services provision by Irish Water. This funding is provided to Irish Water for its operational 
and capital costs relating to the provision of domestic water services having regard to the Third 
Revenue Control (RC3) period 2020-2024 set by Irish Water’s economic regulator the Commis-
sion for Regulation of Utilities.

The overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and waste 
water services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, 
and support a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and 
marine area. It is key to addressing Ireland’s shortcomings in water and waste water infrastruc-
ture including compliance with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.

  Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 117.

10/11/2021WRG00300Seaweed Harvesting

10/11/2021WRG00400119. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans to publish a national strategy for the sustainable development of the seaweed 
sector in Ireland with a particular focus on the interests of traditional seaweed harvesters and 
their livelihoods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55189/21]

10/11/2021WRG00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My responsibilities regarding seaweed are limited to the provisions of 
the Foreshore Act 1933 which, in terms of seaweed, involve my Department processing appli-
cations for the hand harvesting of seaweed which come before me for determination.

Details on the background and future plans related to Seaweed Harvesting are set out in 
Chapter 20 of the National Marine Planning Framework and can be viewed at the link below:

 www.gov.ie/en/publication/60e57-national-marine-planning-framework/
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10/11/2021WRG00600Local Authorities

10/11/2021WRG00700120. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage further to Parliamentary Question No. 112 of 28 September 2021, if minutes were 
taken in respect of the meetings in 2021 between him and representatives of Galway city and 
county councils at which issues relating to the Housing for All plan, including land, funding and 
resources, were discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55190/21]

10/11/2021WRG00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): As 
set out in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 112 of 28 September 2021, the meetings I 
held in May/June (online) and in September last (in person) were with the Chief Executives of 
all the local authorities, which included both Galway City and County Councils and the other 
29 local authorities. At these meetings, a range of issues relating to the Housing for All plan 
were discussed. As these were meetings involving all the local authorities primarily relating to 
the provision of information on the Government’s housing plan, minutes were not taken.

For the May/June meetings, the agenda covered the Government priorities on housing and 
the delivery of social and affordable homes. For the September meetings, the agenda was the 
four pathways set out in Housing for All: Supporting Homeownership and Increasing Afford-
ability; Eradicating Homelessness, Increasing Social Housing Delivery and Supporting Social 
Inclusion; Increasing New Housing Supply; and, Addressing Vacancy and Efficient Use of Ex-
isting Stock.

Increasing housing supply is a priority for this Government and I will continue to support 
all local authorities, including both Galway City and County Councils to deliver on this agenda, 
including their work to meet the social housing targets which we have recently issued to them 
for the 5 years 2022 to 2026.

10/11/2021WRG00900Passport Services

10/11/2021WRG01000121. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine the 
passport application of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [54793/21]

10/11/2021WRG01100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard to the specific ap-
plication about which the Deputy has enquired, the Passport Service has provided an update 
on the status of the passport application to the applicant’s parent and the requested documents 
have been dispatched. 

10/11/2021WRG01200Foreign Birth Registration

10/11/2021WRG01300122. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the foreign birth 
registration application for a person (details supplied) can be reviewed and expedited; and if he 
will address matters in relation to the delays in this process. [54796/21]

10/11/2021WRG01400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is responsible 
for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Register under the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the processing time for FBR applications stood at 18 
months due to an unprecedented surge in applications as a result of Brexit and the necessarily 
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rigorous processing that applies to citizenship applications.

The application referenced was registered on 30 September 2020, and is waiting to be pro-
cessed. The Passport Service has been in contact with the applicant to provide a status update 
on their application.  All documentation received is being stored in a secure environment.

Due to the pandemic, FBR staff have been reassigned to assist in the delivery of essential 
services. This has resulted in a pause in overall FBR processing. FBR staff have continued to 
provide an emergency service for Foreign Birth Registration in cases of exceptional urgency, 
such as expectant parents, or stateless persons. In cases of exceptional urgency FBR applicants 
may continue to contact the Passport Service directly.

The Passport Service is actively preparing to resume processing Foreign Birth Registration 
applications as soon as possible and an announcement of the resumption date can be expected 
shortly. My Department is fully committed to allocating the necessary resources to assist with 
the high volume of applications, with a focus on reducing turnaround times.  

10/11/2021WRG01500Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRG01600123. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the total amount spent 
by his Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online 
advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54908/21]

10/11/2021WRG01700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department engages in ad-
vertising and public awareness campaigns where there is important information that needs to be 
brought to the attention of citizens. Some examples of these campaigns have included the On-
line Passport Renewals Service, the “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready” campaign, public informa-
tion on travel restrictions due to COVID-19, and the Global Ireland initiative, which included a 
dedicated campaign during the 2019 Rugby World Cup, to promote Ireland’s strengths in trade, 
tourism, investment, and education. 

An overview of spending on an annual basis is laid out in the table below. The significant 
increase in spending from 2019 onwards is due to the Department incurring costs for extensive 
cross-Government information campaigns in relation to Brexit.

Year Total 
2011 €58,136.59    
2012 €7,399.32    
2013 €43,699.69      
2014 €24,469.80    
2015 €43,121.86    
2016 €27,989.08    
2017 €213,182.11    
2018 €63,653.50      
2019 €2,511,718.37    
2020 €582,077.47    
2021 (to date)   €1,380,293.41    

10/11/2021WRG01800Middle East
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10/11/2021WRG01900124. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on his 
recent visit to Palestine and Israel; if he will provide details of the issues he addressed during 
his visit including the organisations and persons he met there; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [54932/21]

10/11/2021WRG02000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I undertook a working visit to 
Israel, the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) and Jordan from 1-5 November 2021. 

This was my fifth visit to Israel and the oPt as Foreign Minister and my first visit during 
Ireland’s tenure on the UN Security Council. I had useful exchanges on situations of concern to 
Israel, Palestine and Jordan in the wider Middle East region, including in relation to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the situation in Lebanon, Syria, Yemen and on Ireland’s role as facilitator 
of the UN Security Council Resolution on the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). I 
also discussed Ireland’s thematic priorities on the Council, including on the women, peace and 
security agenda and on climate and security issues. 

The Israeli and Palestinian component of this visit included a wide range of engagements 
in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Ramallah as well as a field visit in the West Bank. I met with key 
representatives of the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, as well officials from 
UN agencies, think-tanks, student groups and civil society. 

On the Israeli side, I met with President Isaac Herzog, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, and 
Minister of Health Nitzan Horowitz. I had useful exchanges on a range of issues, including 
the issue of antisemitism and the response to Covid-19. In relation to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, I restated Ireland’s commitment to constructive engagement on the Middle East Peace 
Process. I welcomed the outreach by members of the new Israeli Government with their Pales-
tinian counterparts but underlined Ireland’s deep concern at settlement expansion, demolitions 
and evictions in the oPt. I asked the Israeli government to cease unilateral actions, such as the 
recent announcement on settlements, which are illegal under international law and negatively 
impact the viability of a future Palestinian state. I emphasised the importance of civil society 
space and the vital role played by NGOs in any democracy, and expressed my concern at the 
recent designation of six Palestinian organisations as terrorist entities. 

On the Palestinian side, I met with Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh, and 
Deputy Prime Minister Ziad Abu Amr. I emphasised the need for democratic renewal in Pales-
tine, particularly in light of the postponement of the May elections  and underlined the impor-
tance of the PA assuming its responsibilities with regard to the rule of law, freedom of expres-
sion and civil society engagement. 

During my visit I announced €2.4 million in additional support for the Palestinian people. 
The package includes €2 million for UNRWA, which provides essential services to 5.7 million 
Palestine refugees in the oPt, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria, and brings Ireland’s support to the 
agency to €9 million in 2021. The remainder of the funding will support the UN in providing 
humanitarian assistance in the oPt, UNICEF’s work with Palestinian children and the West 
Bank Protection Consortium’s activities with threatened communities in the West Bank.

I visited communities in the West Bank, accompanied by officials from the UN and the West 
Bank Protection Consortium, where I saw first-hand the impact that the expansion of illegal 
Israeli settlements are having on the local Palestinian population. I also met with young Pales-
tinian graduates from Ireland’s Palestine Scholarship Programme. 

During my visit to Amman, I had the opportunity to have wide ranging discussions with the 
Jordanian Foreign Minister, Deputy Prime Minister Ayman Safadi, including in relation to the 
Middle East Peace Process. 
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10/11/2021WRG02100Brexit Issues

10/11/2021WRG02200125. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the practical supports that 
are in place if Article 16 of the Northern Ireland protocol is triggered by the UK in respect of 
trade between the two jurisdictions on the island of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55008/21]

10/11/2021WRG02300126. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will confirm the pre-
paratory measures that have been taken in the event Article 16 of the Northern Ireland protocol 
is triggered by the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55009/21]

10/11/2021WRG02400127. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the mechanisms that are 
in place by the Government which would help identify the circumstances which could entitle 
conditions necessary for Article 16 of the Northern Ireland protocol to be triggered; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55010/21]

10/11/2021WRG02500128. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Article 16 of the North-
ern Ireland protocol is triggered, the tariffs that could be imposed on the UK by the EU; the pre-
paratory measures that are being considered for the protection of trade on the island of Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55011/21]

10/11/2021WRG02600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
125 to 128, inclusive, together.

As the Taoiseach stated in the Dáil last week, any decision from the British government to 
trigger Article 16 would be irresponsible, unwise, and reckless. 

The European Commission has listened to the concerns of citizens and business in Northern 
Ireland about the Protocol and produced a comprehensive set of proposals to address the issues 
that matter most to them. The Commission proposals represent a real opportunity for Northern 
Ireland.  I believe that the Protocol will work if we allow it to with flexibility and pragmatism. 
The Protocol was agreed and ratified by this British Government and they have a duty to deliver 
on their commitments. Article 16 of the Protocol allows either party to take safeguard measures 
if the Protocol is leading to “serious economic, societal or environmental difficulties” that are 
liable to persist or to a diversion of trade. Any safeguard measures taken must be restricted in 
scope and duration to what is strictly necessary to remedy the situation. 

If either party gives notice that they are considering use of Article 16, then in accordance 
with the procedures set out in Annex 7 of the Protocol, both sides should immediately enter 
into consultations in the Joint Committee with a view to finding a commonly accepted solution. 
No unilateral measures should be implemented during the initial one month period. If, after a 
month, negotiations fail to agree a solution, the unilateral measures may come into effect. Any 
such action must be restricted in scope and duration to what is strictly necessary to remedy the 
situation. All other aspects of the Protocol will remain in place. Any unilateral measures taken 
will be subject to review at least every three months. 

The UK has not as of yet notified the Joint Committee that it is considering taking safeguard 
measures under Article 16; nor is any detail available as to what such measures may encompass.

Since the Brexit referendum in 2016, the Government has dedicated substantial time and 
resources into preparing for a number of Brexit scenarios, including a no-deal outcome. This 
intensive effort across Departments and Agencies included the development of two Brexit Om-
nibus Acts; three Brexit Action Plans; substantial investment in the State’s infrastructure and IT 
systems and the provision of financial, upskilling and advisory supports for impacted sectors 
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and businesses, all of which have contributed to the ongoing resilience of the economy in the 
face of Brexit. Protecting the all-island economy and ensuring the continued unimpeded func-
tioning of North-South supply chains and trade flows has been a key priority for the Govern-
ment throughout the Brexit process, and robust systems and supports remain in place to help 
businesses navigate the ongoing challenges caused by Brexit.  While we would never wish to 
see the UK Government invoke Article 16, if this does occur we will engage with all stakehold-
ers in light of the precise scope of the measures envisaged. I believe that any misuse of Article 
16 would have serious consequences, for the relationship between the UK and the EU, for the 
UK’s relationship with Ireland, and for stability in Northern Ireland. 

I urge the British Government to engage in good faith with the EU on the Protocol in the 
interests of the people of Northern Ireland. 

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 125.

  Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 125.

  Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 125.

10/11/2021WRG03000Passport Services

10/11/2021WRG03100129. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55013/21]

10/11/2021WRG03200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard to the specific appli-
cation about which the Deputy has enquired, the Passport Service has already issued a passport 
to the applicant. 

10/11/2021WRG03300Consular Services

10/11/2021WRG03400130. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he is taking to 
address the shortage of consular appointments in the New York consulate. [55174/21]

10/11/2021WRG03500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): This relates to an application for 
a visa to the United States, for which the Department of Foreign Affairs plays no role. The De-
partment’s Consular Directorate has engaged with the Deputy’s office accordingly. 

There are no current issues with the appointment system for the Consulate General of Ire-
land in New York.

10/11/2021WRG03600Passport Services

10/11/2021WRG03700131. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will ensure that 
the passport application of a person (details supplied) will be processed by his Department; if he 
will reply to correspondence from this Deputy to him on 18 October 2021 on this matter; if he 
will ensure arrangements are made in his Department to receive a photograph of this applicant 
for passport purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55187/21]

10/11/2021WRG03800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard to the specific ap-
plication about which the Deputy has enquired, the Passport Service has made contact with the 
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applicant and has provided an update as to the steps they must take to progress their passport 
application.

A response to the Deputy’s correspondence of 18 October 2021 relating to this application 
has also been issued. 

10/11/2021WRG03900Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRG04000132. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Defence the total amount spent by his 
Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online adver-
tising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54903/21]

10/11/2021WRG04100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department had the following total 
spends on advertisements including traditional forms of advertisement and online advertising 
in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021.

Year Total Amounts by Year
2011 €42,143.80
2012 €50,334.20
2013 €96,882.62
2014 €88,120.07
2015 €79,857.13
2016 €101,453.00
2017 €88,213.41
2018 €103,776.35
2019 €70,871.64
2020 €81,516.14
2021 €89,409.90
TOTAL €892,578.26

10/11/2021WRH00200Air Corps

10/11/2021WRH00300133. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the amount paid to outside 
agency technicians for aircraft maintenance by the Air Corps in 2020 and to date in 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55097/21]

10/11/2021WRH00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am informed by the military authorities 
that the Air Corps utilises their own technicians for the maintenance of its aircraft for both daily 
maintenance inputs and more in-depth aircraft inspections. 

No money has been paid to outside agency technicians for aircraft maintenance by the Air 
Corps in 2020 and to date in 2021.

10/11/2021WRH00500Air Corps

10/11/2021WRH00600134. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the average hourly rate being 
paid to enlisted maintenance technicians in the Air Corps; the number of vacant positions for 
maintenance technicians; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55098/21]
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10/11/2021WRH00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): A number of factors  apply in order to 
calculate the hourly rate paid to enlisted maintenance technicians. Qualified maintenance tech-
nicians are paid dependent on their current point of the scale, rate of Military Service Allow-
ance for their rank and if they are in receipt of Technician Pay for their appointment. The salary 
can range from the first point of the Private 3 Star payscale, up to the top of the scale at BQMS 
rank and whether they joined pre or post 1994.

Payscales can be found at the following url: www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/
e8132-routinely-published-information/

Negotiations on a new public service agreement were held in late 2020 with public service 
trade unions and representative associations. A new agreement ‘Building Momentum – A New 
Public Service Agreement 2021 – 2022’ has subsequently been ratified by the overwhelming 
majority of public sector unions. Following a ballot of their members the Permanent Defence 
Force Representative Associations, namely RACO and PDFORRA, formally notified the Work-
place Relations Commission of their intention to comply with this agreement. 

In return for ongoing reform and productivity measures the agreement provides for further 
increases in pay to all public servants, including members of the Defence Forces. This agree-
ment includes the following increases: 

- A general round increase in annualised basic salary for all public servants of 1% or €500, 
whichever is greater, came into effect on 1st October 2021. 

- The equivalent of a 1% increase in annualised basic salaries to be used as a Sectoral Bar-
gaining Fund, in accordance with Chapter 2 of the Agreement, on 1st  February 2022. 

- A general round increase in annualised basic salaries for all public servants of 1% or €500, 
whichever is greater on, 1st October 2022.

The Government remains fully committed to addressing pay and conditions in the Defence 
Forces.   The Programme for Government provided for the establishment of a Commission on 
the Defence Forces, which was established on the 15th December 2020.  On completion of the 
Commission’s work, I will consult with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on the 
establishment of a permanent pay review body for the Defence Forces.

 Referring specifically to the hourly rate of pay for enlisted maintenance technician’s, there 
is no definitive figure available here. This is due to the fact that for maintenance technicians, in 
the Air Corps, a rate of pay depends on factors such as rank and associated pay scales, as well 
as related technical pay rates. In the case of maintenance technicians Tech Pay 4, 5 or 6 can be 
applied, but again it is not linked to an hourly rate, as asked. 

The number of vacant positions for maintenance technicians in the Air Corps is currently 
being complied and will be provided to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

10/11/2021WRH00800Special Educational Needs

10/11/2021WRH00900135. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education if approval will be expe-
dited for an ASD classroom for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [54807/21]

10/11/2021WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education is a priority for this 
Government. 
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Next year, my Department will spend in excess of €2 Billion, or over 25% of the Depart-
ment’s budget on providing additional teaching and care supports for children with special 
educational needs. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. 

Parents seeking special class placements for their children are advised to contact NCSE lo-
cally so that their needs can be taken into account for planning purposes.

The NCSE through their network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers) are 
currently engaged in a process of establishing new classes for the 2022/2023 school year and 
beyond. They are looking at local information in relation to projected demand for future special 
class places.

The local SENOs remain available to assist and advise parents of children with special edu-
cational needs. Parents may contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: ncse.
ie/regional-services-contact-list  . 

As the query refers to an individual school, I will arrange to have it referred to the NCSE for 
their attention and direct reply. 

10/11/2021WRH01100School Staff

10/11/2021WRH01200136. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education if she will reintroduce the pol-
icy in which schools could bank substitution hours for days when school staff, such as special 
education or resource teachers, have to cover for class teachers due to the inability to source an 
external substitute; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54815/21]

10/11/2021WRH01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Department Circulars 0044/2019 and 
31/2011 set out the sequence of recruitment for substitute appointments, which include contact-
ing a person on the substitute list established by the employer, or by using a national substitute 
service such as SubSeeker, or advertising. As a measure of last resort, and in the context of 
the uncertainty surrounding Covid-19 related absences, schools were permitted to use non-
mainstream class teachers last year to provide cover for teacher absences. Due to the successful 
roll out of the vaccination programme and changes to the rules around close contacts and the 
requirements to restrict movements, teacher absences due to Covid-19 should be reduced this 
year. 

My Department has engaged with the education stakeholders on the issues raised about the 
current difficulty in accessing substitutes for teacher absences.  Among other measures, a re-
view of the supply panels has taken place and approximately 100 additional teachers are being 
added to existing/new areas where significant challenges have been demonstrated in sourcing 
substitution. Engagement is taking place with the base schools to make arrangements for the 
recruitment of additional staff immediately. 

In addition to the expansion of the supply panels, schools have been asked to combine their 
allocation of principal release days into clusters so as to form a full-time fixed-term post to 
cover each school principal’s release days 
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Restrictions for job-sharing teachers undertaking substitution, have been temporarily sus-
pended which allows these teachers to work additional days if available to cover vacancies in 
their own and other schools. Likewise, teachers on career break can carry out substitute work 
without restriction in the current school year.

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have been requested to be flexible with the student 
teachers to facilitate student teachers being available for substitution work.  HEIs have also 
been requested to communicate with post primary PME students to advise them of the avail-
ability of substitution in primary schools. 

The Teaching Council have been asked to undertake a communications campaign to contact 
the 111,000 teachers on the teaching register to urge them to make themselves available for 
substitution. 

Teachers who may be available to undertake substitution work have been asked to register 
on SubSeeker.ie so that schools are aware of their availability when seeking to fill substitute 
vacancies. 

My Department will continue to keep this matter under review in collaboration with the 
education stakeholders.

10/11/2021WRH01400Special Educational Needs

10/11/2021WRH01500137. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been provided with a part-time SNA; when they will be provided with an SNA 
with full-time hours; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54828/21]

10/11/2021WRH01600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 
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- Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be main-
tained and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

- No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

- SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in the 
normal way.

- Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will be processed in order of date received.

- As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 
school year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the 
school can clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the 
school may apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional 
review process is published on the NCSE website, ncse.ie/for-schools

The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website, www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020 are available on the Gov.ie website, www.gov.ie/en/circular
s/?organisation=department-of-education

My Department does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accord-
ingly your correspondence has been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

10/11/2021WRH01700Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRH01800138. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education the total amount spent by her 
Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online adver-
tising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54904/21]

10/11/2021WRH01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department’s spending on advertis-
ing for the period in question is outlined below.

The Department has recently engaged in a number of advertising campaigns including the 
Teaching Transforms campaign which has been ongoing since late 2018 to promote the teach-
ing profession and encourage post primary and third level students to apply for programmes of 
initial teacher education. The various phases of the campaign have used a range of channels, 
including digital (online video and social media), radio (traditional and digital) and print (na-
tional papers and college press).

The Department has also engaged in public information campaigns in respect of  school re-
opening, to ensure widespread awareness of public health advice in the context of Covid-19. It 
has also undertaken targeted advertising and awareness campaigns for students involved in both 
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the 2020 Calculated Grades process and the 2021 Leaving Certificate and Accredited Grades 
process to ensure awareness of the changed procedures under these models, necessitated by the 
pandemic. 

Department of Education spending on advertising

Year Amount
YTD October 2021 €407,642.07
2020 €613,409.24
2019 €285,014.64
2018 €337,812.21
2017 €71,630.37
2016 €79,913.20
2015 €114,838.31
2014 €124,961.03
2013 €310,157.35
2012 €47,463.63
2011 €1,077.99
Total €2,393,920.04

10/11/2021WRH02000Special Educational Needs

10/11/2021WRH02100139. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education the status of the SNA 
exceptional review application submitted by a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [54921/21]

10/11/2021WRH02200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 
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- Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be main-
tained and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

- No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

- SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in the 
normal way.

- Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will be processed in order of date received.

- As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 
school year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the 
school can clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the 
school may apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional 
review process is published on the NCSE website, ncse.ie/for-schools

The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020 are available on the Gov.ie website, www.gov.ie/en/circular
s/?organisation=department-of-education

The NCSE manages the exceptional review process and handles each case individually. 
Some review requests can be concluded as an office based exercise, whilst others require a 
school to be visited in order to observe the current deployment of SNA support in the school 
setting.

The timeframe for concluding a review can vary depending on the school context or the 
nature of the information provided. 

My Department does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accord-
ingly your correspondence has been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

10/11/2021WRH02300School Enrolments

10/11/2021WRH02400140. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education the number of first and second 
level school places allocated to schools (details supplied) for the 2021-2022 school year; if she 
is satisfied that there are sufficient second level first year places available in the Drogheda and 
east County Meath area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54925/21]

10/11/2021WRH02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this infor-
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mation, the Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where ad-
ditional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. While enrolment 
returns in respect of the current school year are still being finalised with schools, my Depart-
ment is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional post-primary school places in 
a number of areas.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in the 
area

- School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school they 
are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area  

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department has the following major building works 
planned to assist in the process of providing additional second level places for 2021 in the Lay-
town and Drogheda school planning areas:

- Drogheda ETSS (RN 68348A) will provide for 1,000 pupils

- Franciscan College Gormanstown, Meath (RN 64420I) will expand to cater 1000 pupils 

There are also a number of other schools in the area that have devolved capital projects and 
details of these are available on my Department’s website, www.education.ie. These include:

- St Oliver’s Community College, Drogheda will expand to cater for 1500 pupils

- St Mary’s Diocesan School, Drogheda will expand to cater for 750 pupils

- Colaiste na hInse, County Meath will expand to cater for 1300 pupils

- St. Josephs CSS, Drogheda has an application in the final stages of assessment following 
which a decision will be conveyed directly to the School Authorities.

The true extent of any capacity issues will only become known following discussion with 
the relevant school authorities. Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current aca-
demic year, my Department is engaging with patron bodies, including in the area in question, to 
identify particular capacity requirements for the forthcoming year which will inform possible 
further action to that already planned.

10/11/2021WRH02600Schools Building Projects

10/11/2021WRH02700141. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 159 of 23 June 2021, the date the tenders arrived back for a project (details 
supplied) following the extension of four weeks after 8 September 2021; if a timeline has 
been established for the awarding of tenders; and if construction will begin in quarter 4 2021. 
[54988/21]

10/11/2021WRH02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project referred to 
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by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme. 

On June 14th 2021, this project was included in a bundle of projects which were tendered 
to a newly established Design & Build Contractors Framework. The tenders were returned on 
October 27th 2021 and are currently being assessed by my Department’s Project Manager.

The award of the building contract to the successful Contractor is anticipated in Quarter 1 
of 2022. Once a Contractor has been appointed, my Department will keep the school informed 
of the construction programme underpinning the contract.

10/11/2021WRH02900Schools Building Projects

10/11/2021WRH03000142. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the status of tenders received 
for a project (details supplied); and the current timeline for construction to begin. [54989/21]

10/11/2021WRH03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that a 
tender report has not been received from the school in question in regards to the Window Proj-
ect approved under the Emergency Works Scheme.

10/11/2021WRH03200School Enrolments

10/11/2021WRH03300143. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education her plans to increase the 
provision of both primary and post-primary education in Santry, Dublin 9; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55067/21]

10/11/2021WRH03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, including Child Benefit, school enrolment data and information on residential development 
activity, to identify where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-
primary level. Santry is located in the Whitehall_SantryD9 school planning area.

The most recent projections for this school planning area indicates an increase in school re-
quirements at post primary level.  My Department is currently working to examine the capacity 
of the schools in the area to meet this projected demand.   

Where data indicates that additional provision is required,  the delivery of such addition-
al provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may be provided 
through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.  

A number of capital projects have been recently completed or are currently planned or 
underway in the Dublin 9 area, including expansions at St. Aidan’s CBS, Dominican College, 
Clonturk College and Scoil Caitriona. The additional capacity being provided by these projects 
is being considered in the context of the projected future requirements in the area. 

The most recent projections for the school planning area do not indicate a requirement for 
the establishment of an additional primary or post primary school.  My Department will con-
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tinue to work to ensure that there is sufficient capacity to meet school place demand.

School place requirements nationally, including in Dublin 9, for both Primary and Post Pri-
mary level will continue to be kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard 
to the impact of the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.  

10/11/2021WRH03500School Funding

10/11/2021WRH03600144. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education the amount provided in 
capitation grants nationally in each of the past ten years to date; the amount forecasted to be 
granted in 2022 and 2023; and if she has factored Covid-19 into her budgeting for capitation. 
[55134/21]

10/11/2021WRH03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provides capitation 
funding to all recognised primary schools and post primary schools within the free education 
scheme. The two main grants are the capitation grant to cater for day to day running costs such 
as heating, lighting, cleaning, insurance, general up-keep etc. and the Ancillary grants to cater 
for the cost of employing ancillary services staff.  I understand the need for improved capitation 
funding and I am pleased that budget 2020 has been able to provide for a further 2.5% increase 
in standard capitation funding for primary and post-primary schools that applied from the start 
of the 2020/21 school year. This builds on the 5% increase in capitation announced in budget 
2019. The combined increases given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% restoration has been 
achieved.  All schools have received the benefit of the capitation increases awarded to date. It is 
my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.  

Details of the amount provided in capitation related grants nationally in each of the past ten 
years to date is provided in the table at the following link and includes the additional Covid-19 
Capitation funding provided in 2020.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq144-10-11-21_en.docx  “>Capitation Grants</a>]

Capitation grants payable in 2022 and 2023 will be determined by the per capita rate at the 
time and the recognised enrolments on 30 September 2020 and 2021 respectively.

It is a key objective of the Government’s plan for living with COVID-19 (Resilience and 
Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19) that our children and school staff can 
attend school safely. My Department has always been guided by public health advice in rela-
tion to the infection prevention and control measure appropriate for schools. The range of sup-
ports being made available to all recognised schools in the free education scheme to support 
implementation of these measures include additional financial supports, totalling €216 million 
to date, to provide for Enhanced Cleaning and Supervision, PPE and hand hygiene costs under 
the COVID-19 response plans. My Department will consider the funding requirements for 2022 
and 2023 in light of the public health advice in place at that time.

10/11/2021WRH03800Schools Administration

10/11/2021WRH03900145. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education her plans to negotiate a 
corporate rate for all schools nationally in respect of their heating and lighting bills. [55135/21]

10/11/2021WRH04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Minister for Education has ensured 
that centrally negotiated rates are available to schools for electricity and bulk heating fuels. 
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These rates are available through existing frameworks sourced by the Office of Government 
Procurement (OGP). OGP has run competitions specifically for Schools and Education and 
Training Boards (ETB) at a national level and the Schools Procurement Unit, ETBs  and the 
Department has communicated with schools and school management bodies informing them of 
the options available to them through these national arrangements. Information on how to avail 
of these arrangements is available via the Schools Procurement Unit website, www.spu.ie and 
through the local Education and Training Board for ETB schools.

10/11/2021WRH04100School Facilities

10/11/2021WRH04200146. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education if she has conducted a 
cost-benefit analysis regarding the installation of air filtration systems versus heating costs in 
schools. [55136/21]

10/11/2021WRH04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department has not undertaken a 
cost-benefit analysis regarding the installation of air filtration systems versus heating costs in 
schools.  The focus of the Department has been providing support to schools in applying public 
health advice with respect to the role of ventilation in managing COVID-19.

The Department’s ventilation guidance for schools is very clear and practical on the steps to 
be taken by all schools to manage ventilation levels.

Managing ventilation is just one of a suite of public health measures in place to keep our 
schools safe. Updated guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment of Good 
Ventilation Practices in Schools was provided at the end of May following the work of an expert 
group that carefully considered the role of ventilation in managing COVID-19. A copy of the 
guidance is published on the Gov.ie website. In keeping with the guidance 

The over-arching approach is ventilation first with the guidance for schools to have win-
dows open as fully as possible when classrooms are not in use and partially open when class-
rooms are in use. This ventilation first approach does not necessitate the need for a cost-benefit 
analysis of air filtration systems versus heating costs in schools.

 Schools that identify inadequate ventilation in a room can utilise their minor work grant 
(for minor improvements) or apply for emergency works grant assistance to address ventilation 
enhancements on a permanent basis.  

 Where the above measures have been undertaken, and poor ventilation continues to exist in 
a particular room/area, air cleaners may be considered as an additional measure in conjunction 
with other methods of ventilation that are available. There is no one solution that fits all scenar-
ios, each application requires bespoke analysis and selection of the appropriate unit(s) matched 
to the specific room size and volume. If, following consultation with a supplier a school feels 
that its individual space may require specific technical specialist advice then the assistance of a 
Chartered Engineer or Registered Architect can be sought.

10/11/2021WRH04400School Accommodation

10/11/2021WRH04500147. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education the expectations on 
schools nationally that cannot meet the standard in the context of the minimum temperatures 
for schools as per design note 17 of the school premises regulations due to the requirement for 
school buildings to be properly ventilated in order to mitigate the potential spread of Covid-19 
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among students and teachers and staff. [55137/21]

10/11/2021WRH04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department’s ventilation guidance 
for schools is very clear and practical on the steps to be taken by all schools to manage ventila-
tion levels.

Managing ventilation is just one of a suite of public health measures in place to keep our 
schools safe. Updated guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment of Good 
Ventilation Practices in Schools was provided at the end of May following the work of an expert 
group that carefully considered the role of ventilation in managing COVID-19. A copy of the 
guidance is published on the Gov.ie website.  

The over-arching approach for schools should be to have windows open as fully as possible 
when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the end of 
each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.  It is worth noting that win-
dows do not need to be open as wide in windy/colder weather in order to achieve the same level 
of airflow into the classroom. This will assist in managing comfort levels in classrooms during 
periods of colder weather. 

Similarly ensuring that at the end of the school day each evening, the windows in each room 
are opened (as wide as is practical and safe, while also considering security issues) for at least 
15 minutes to ventilate the room fully will ensure that the classrooms are ventilated from the 
night before and this does not need to be repeated prior to class in the morning. During this first 
class of the school day windows should, weather conditions permitting, be partially opened (as 
per guidance in this document) to keep the room fresh and prevent stuffiness and condensation 
etc. This is in addition to and complements the end-of-day ventilation described above.   

Achieving fresh air by having a number of windows partially opened as required rather than 
one window fully open can help to maximise the use of window driven natural ventilation dis-
tribution across the room without causing discomfort. In colder weather any local chilling effect 
can be offset by partially opening the windows nearest to and above the radiators.   

As part of managing comfort levels in classrooms, schools should check that their boilers 
operation temperatures are set at the recommended manufacturers’ guidance levels to maximise 
the available heat to the school.  In addition, heating should operate for extended periods during 
colder weather to counteract, as best as possible, the impact of windows being open (partially 
when classrooms are in use and fully when not in use) in order to maintain an appropriate bal-
ance between ventilation and comfort levels.   

Deployment of the above measures can be supplemented and enhanced by the use of Carbon 
Dioxide (CO2  ) monitors. These monitors can provide a useful general indication that areas/
rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can enable occupants to become familiar with  the 
impact of activities, outdoor weather and window openings on levels of good ventilation within 
a room.  

The Department considers the above practical steps and stepwise approach are sufficient to 
ensure good ventilation practices in school while at the same time ensuring an appropriate bal-
ance between ventilation and comfort.  

Schools that identify inadequacies can utilise their minor work grant (for minor improve-
ments) or apply for emergency works grant assistance to address enhancements on a permanent 
basis.  

A dedicated team has been established in the Department to support schools that may have 
concerns about ventilation. Officers are also available to contact schools where required, walk-
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ing through the steps the schools should take to deploy good ventilation practices etc.  

Where the above measures have been undertaken, and poor ventilation continues to exist in 
a particular room/area, air cleaners may be considered as an additional measure in conjunction 
with other methods of ventilation that are available. There is no one solution that fits all scenar-
ios, each application requires bespoke analysis and selection of the appropriate unit(s) matched 
to the specific room size and volume. If, following consultation with a supplier a school feels 
that its individual space may require specific technical specialist advice then the assistance of a 
Chartered Engineer or Registered Architect can be sought.

10/11/2021WRJ00200School Funding

10/11/2021WRJ00300148. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education if she will provide ad-
ditional capitation grants to schools that require them to cover heating and lighting costs in the 
context of Covid-19 mitigation measures in schools and the requirement for adequate ventila-
tion. [55133/21]

10/11/2021WRJ00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provides funding to Pri-
mary and Post-Primary schools by way of per capita grants. The two main grants are the Capi-
tation grant to cater for day to day running costs such as heating, lighting, cleaning, insurance, 
general up-keep etc. and the Ancillary/School Services Support Fund (SSSF) to cater for the 
cost of employing ancillary services staff.  Schools also receive a range of other grants includ-
ing Book Grants, Programme grants etc.  

I understand the need for improved capitation funding and I am pleased that budget 2020 
has been able to provide for a further 2.5% increase in standard capitation funding for primary 
and post-primary schools that applied from the start of the 2020/21 school year. This builds on 
the 5% increase in capitation announced in budget 2019.

The combined increases given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% restoration has been 
achieved. 

All schools have received the benefit of the capitation increases awarded to date. It is my 
intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.  

In addition, under the COVID-19 response plans, a range of supports are being made avail-
able to all recognised schools in the free education scheme. To date more than €158 million 
of additional capitation funding has been made available to primary and post primary schools 
to provide for Cleaning, PPE and hand hygiene, Enhanced Supervision and employment of an 
Aide for the school year 2020/21.

My Department has committed to ensuring that the full range of measures necessary to al-
low schools operate safely in the Covid-19 environment will continue to be available for the 
2021/22 school year and has provided a further €57.6 million of additional capitation funding 
for Term 1 of the 2021/22 school year.

10/11/2021WRJ00500Employment Support Services

10/11/2021WRJ00600149. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection if provision will be 
made for workers of local employment services that are being replaced by private providers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55099/21]
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10/11/2021WRJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is now at 
an advanced stage in its first phase of a two-phase procurement of new employment services.  
This procurement process follows extensive consultations by my Department with the existing 
service providers over the last number of years.

This phase involves the procurement of Regional Employment Services for seven coun-
ties in four lots for the North-West and Midlands. None of these counties currently operate a 
Local Employment Service and therefore no Local Employment Service employees are being 
replaced.

The Phase two procurement, to commence shortly, will see the Regional Employment Ser-
vice model rolled out across the State. It will take on board the learnings of the first phase.  This 
is a significant expansion of employment services and will result in State-wide coverage of 
employment services for those furthest from the labour market for the first time.

As I have stated previously, existing service providers, including current local employment 
services, with their strong track record and demonstrable capacity for delivering high-quality 
employment services, will be in a good position to submit strong competitive tenders for the 
Regional Employment Service.   

10/11/2021WRJ00800Social Welfare Eligibility

10/11/2021WRJ00900150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) is eligible for a working family payment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [54800/21]

10/11/2021WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Working Family Payment 
(WFP) is an in work family payment which provides additional income support to employees 
on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 19 October 2021.  

Following receipt of further requested information/documents from the person concerned, 
they have been awarded WFP with effect from 26 August 2021 to 24 August 2022.   The first 
weekly payment and any arrears owing will issue to their selected financial account on 11 No-
vember 2021.

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 05 November 2021 and of 
the right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

10/11/2021WRJ01100Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRJ01200151. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amount spent 
by her Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online 
advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54915/21]

10/11/2021WRJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): For the purpose of this 
response, I have interpreted “the amount spent on advertisements including traditional forms of 
advertisement and online advertisement” as media buying costs incurred from public informa-
tion campaigns, announcements and recruitment notices.
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My Department administers over 90 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives of 
almost every person in the State. The Department is committed to ensuring that members of the 
public are fully aware of the welfare supports and services that are available, as well as ensuring 
key changes are communicated to them.

Public information/advertising campaigns are therefore an important part of the Depart-
ment’s work and span national and regional print media and radio, digital, social media and 
outdoor advertising.

All campaigns are developed and targeted carefully in collaboration with the agency respon-
sible for our media planning and buying.  They use the most suitable mix of media formats to 
ensure that the Department’s messages reach members of the public effectively, while ensuring 
value for money.

All advertising expenditure undertaken by the Department is tendered for in accordance 
with Government and EU procurement guidelines, including use of framework agreements 
from the Office of Government Procurement. 

Total advertising expenditure in each of the past 10 years, including 2021 spend incurred to 
date (8 Nov) is set out in the table which follows.  

The significant increase in advertising spend in the years 2020 and 2021 can be attributed 
to the ongoing requirement to ensure that the public are fully aware of the COVID-19 income 
supports available to them and any changes to these supports.  

Year  Total Advertising Costs 
 2021 *  €1,806,148 *
 2020  €2,538,989
 2019  €845,761
 2018  €416,585
 2017  €839,102
 2016  €87,642
 2015  €209,198
 2014  €64,095
 2013  €54,469
 2012  €109,920
*  Invoiced to 8 November 2021

10/11/2021WRJ01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/11/2021WRJ01500152. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount paid out in 
pandemic unemployment payments in each month since the start of the pandemic. [54935/21]

10/11/2021WRJ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The amounts paid to re-
cipients of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment since March 2020 to date (October 2021) are 
set out in the following table.

 - €m
March 2020 110.9
April 2020 778.8
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 - €m
May 2020 824.5
June 2020 858.1
July 2020 421.3
August 2020 310.8
September 2020 326.1
October 2020 267.8
November 2020 403.8
December 2020 676.8
January 2021 510.6
February 2021 588.5
March 2021 685.9
April 2021 551.2
May 2021 436.4
June 2021 395.9
July 2021 247.2
August 2021 228.9
September 2021 128.3
October 2021  99.5

10/11/2021WRJ01700Social Welfare Payments

10/11/2021WRJ01800153. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount paid out in 
jobseeker’s allowance in each month since the start of the pandemic. [54936/21]

10/11/2021WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The amounts paid out to 
Jobseeker Allowance recipients each month since March 2020 to October 2021 are set out in 
the following table.

 - €m
March 2020 152.9
April 2020 137.8
May 2020 125.7
June 2020 128.6
July 2020 139.6
August 2020 127.6
September 2020 143.4
October 2020 137.8
November 2020 133.3
December 2020 178.2
January 2021 123.1
February 2021 126.1
March 2021 151.8
April 2021 131.7
May 2021 124.3
June 2021 130.5
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 - €m
July 2021 136.5
August 2021 130.8
September 2021 127.9
October 2021 113.4

10/11/2021WRJ02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/11/2021WRJ02100154. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of in-
stances of fraud in relation to the pandemic unemployment payment identified by her or her 
Department to date; the nature of the incidents; and the estimated cost to the State of said fraud 
in each incident. [54937/21]

10/11/2021WRJ02200155. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
fact that proof of unemployment was not required as part of the application for receipt of the 
pandemic unemployment payment; if she regrets same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [54938/21]

10/11/2021WRJ02300156. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department has 
evidence or statistics which suggest that persons who were in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance 
prior to the pandemic applied successfully for the pandemic unemployment payment once the 
pandemic started; if so, the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[54939/21]

10/11/2021WRJ02400157. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of pan-
demic unemployment payments which were made to persons resident outside of the State. 
[54940/21]

10/11/2021WRJ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 154 to 157, inclusive, together.

The Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was introduced in an extremely short period 
of time in order to cushion the incomes of citizens following the onset of an unprecedented pub-
lic health crisis. Within a month of the PUP scheme going live, over 507,000 people received 
at least one payment.   Recipient numbers peaked at 602,108 on 8 May 2020. My Department 
has processed in excess of 1.7 million applications for the PUP, from over 900,000 applicants 
and made almost 27.7 million separate PUP payments. The number of claims received and pro-
cessed is equal to approximately 9 times a normal annual claim load. Delivering the scheme on 
such a scale and in such a short time represented a major achievement. 

At all times during this process, my Department has prioritised prompt claim processing and 
payment in order to ensure that people who had to cease their employment because of public 
health restrictions had the security of an income support payment. In addition, while prioritising 
prompt payment in the circumstances of the pandemic, payment and claim processing controls 
were applied to reduce the risk of incorrect or fraudulent payments.  

In processing claims, my Department always has to strike a balance between applying tight 
controls and checks on claims on the one hand and not frustrating a person’s entitlement to a 
payment on the other. This was particularly the case in the extraordinary and exceptional cir-
cumstances of Covid-19. Applying normal controls would have meant very long delays in pro-
cessing the unprecedented number of claims received. This would have led to severe financial 
hardship for many people and undermined the sense of social solidarity that was required to 



10 November 2021

65

sustain the public health restrictions and combat the virus.

Notwithstanding these concerns a range of controls were implemented and while not as 
extensive as would normally be the case the controls did help to reduce and control the level of 
incorrect payments. For example, in the initial two months to end April 2020 the Department 
processed some 900,000 PUP claims, with around one third of these being rejected for failing to 
meet the control criteria.  Controls on PUP have continued to be enhanced over the last eighteen 
months, with a wide range of control work undertaken, including matching against Revenue 
records.  

Overpayments can arise as a result of a statement or representation which was, to the knowl-
edge of the person making it, false or misleading in a material respect or by the willful conceal-
ment of a material fact by a claimant, or by new facts or evidence which have come to light 
since a claim was made. It will be appreciated that a very high threshold of proof must be met 
to warrant a finding of fraud. 

Up to the end of October 2021, my Department has recorded 15,023 overpayments of the 
PUP totalling €29.3 million, with €10.2 million recovered to date. Of these figures, 443 cases, 
totalling just under €1.5 million, were attributed to fraud.  Typically, overpayments have arisen 
where a person has failed to declare ongoing employment or where the person was not working 
prior to the pandemic.

All claimants for the PUP were required to confirm the date on which they last worked as 
part of the application process. Where this date predated the introduction of Covid related re-
strictions, their claim was rejected. In addition, from June 2020, all claims were checked against 
Revenue records to verify a history of previous employment. In a situation where a significant 
proportion of private employments were closed due to public health restrictions, along with the 
fact that claim inflows closely tracked the introduction of Covid-19 restrictions, it was reason-
able to accept self-declaration as the basis for a loss of employment.

The Deputy will be aware that in addition to those who are fully unemployed, Jobseeker’s 
Allowance is also payable to individuals who work on a part-time basis. Many of those in-
dividuals lost their employment in exactly the same manner as the rest of those in the labour 
force and were entitled to claim PUP. In total, out of over 900,000 applications for PUP, just 
over 36,800 cases involved individuals who were claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance as part-time 
workers prior to their PUP claim.  Payment of Jobseeker’s Allowance ceased from the date of 
the award of the PUP payment in these cases. There is no evidence which suggests that persons 
who were in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance prior to the pandemic applied successfully for 
the PUP once the pandemic started with the exception of the part-time workers just referenced.

In common with many social welfare payments, the PUP is not payable in respect of periods 
where a person is absent from the State. However, in line with the practice in relation to Job-
seeker payments, a person may avail of a limited absence from the State of up to two weeks in 
a calendar year.  My Department carries out a range of checks to identify cases where an indi-
vidual may no longer be in the State and takes appropriate follow up action. However, the vol-
ume of identified cases does not support a reliable estimate of the overall number of such cases.

As is the case with all schemes, the Department is continuing take steps to identify overpay-
ment cases and to seek refunds and will do so in a measured way.  Control activity and work on 
the recovery of overpayments on the scheme will continue into next year.

I trust that this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

  Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 154.
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  Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 154.

  Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 154.

10/11/2021WRJ02900Social Welfare Benefits

10/11/2021WRJ03000158. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be 
made on a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [55027/21]

10/11/2021WRJ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned has 
been awarded disability allowance (DA) with effect from 25 August 2021. They were notified 
of this decision directly in writing on 5 November 2021.

The first payment will be made by their chosen payment method on 10 November 2021. 
Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is calcu-
lated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments or in respect of outstanding overpay-
ments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRJ03200Social Welfare Benefits

10/11/2021WRJ03300159. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection the current status of a 
fuel allowance application by a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [55059/21]

10/11/2021WRJ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department received 
a claim for fuel allowance for the person concerned on 26 October 2021.  A Deciding Officer 
of the Department wrote to the person concerned on 08 November 2021 requesting further in-
formation relevant to his claim.  The claim will be finalised as quickly as possible on receipt of 
the requested information.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRJ03500School Meals Programme

10/11/2021WRJ03600160. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address a query 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55152/21]

10/11/2021WRJ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The school meals pro-
gramme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,506 schools and organisa-
tions benefitting 230,000 children.  The objective of the programme is to provide regular, nutri-
tious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full advantage 
of the education provided to them.  The programme is an important component of policies to 
encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement.

A budget of €65.1 million has been provided for the scheme in 2021.

As part of Budget 2019, funding was provided for a pilot scheme from September 2019, 
providing hot school meals in primary schools at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in 2020.  
The pilot involved 37 schools benefitting 6,744 students for the 2019/2020 academic year and 



10 November 2021

67

was aimed primarily at schools with no onsite cooking facilities.  

Budget 2021 provided an additional €5.5m to extend the provision of hot school meals to 
an additional 35,000 primary school children, currently receiving the cold lunch option. Invi-
tations for expressions of interest were issued to 705 primary schools (612 DEIS and 93 non-
DEIS) in November 2020.  A total of 281 (256 DEIS and 25 non-DEIS) expressions of interest 
were received in respect of 52,148 children.

The 35,000 places were allocated to each local authority area based on the number of chil-
dren applied by local authority as a percentage of the total number.  A minimum of one School 
for each Local Authority area was selected.  Thereafter, a process of random selection was used 
for each area.

Budget 2022 is providing for the hot school meals to be extended from January 2022 to the 
81 DEIS schools that submitted an expression of interest but were not selected in the extension 
to 35,000. 

The 81 schools will be announced in the near future. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRJ03800Home Care Packages

10/11/2021WRJ03900161. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she has taken 
regarding the staffing crisis in homecare service providers; her views on whether the decision 
to exclude home carers from the critical skills exemption is greatly exacerbating the problem; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55232/21]

10/11/2021WRJ04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The HSE Home Support 
Service (formerly called the Home Help Service or Home Care Package Scheme) is a matter 
for the Department of Health and the HSE and I have no role in the matter. This Question is 
therefore more appropriate to my colleague, the Minister for Health. 

10/11/2021WRJ04100Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRJ04200162. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the progress that is being made with the pledge to end direct provision; the way 
this will be achieved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55093/21]

10/11/2021WRJ04300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): A staff team has been established in my Department to lead the transition to the 
new model and has developed a detailed implementation plan.

I have appointed a Programme Board, including independent members, to oversee the tran-
sition. . I have also recently announced the membership of the three-person External Advisory 
Group to monitor and report independently on the progress of the reforms.

Working with the Housing Agency, my Department has begun to acquire the accommoda-
tion needed for Phase Two - that is, after people have completed their initial four-months in a 
Reception and Integration Centre and move into the community. 

An allocation key to determine the spread of this accommodation across all counties has 
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been agreed by Local Authorities. 

Working with the housing experts on the Programme Board, my Department is prepar-
ing advice on the optimal ownership model for the accommodation, as well as on the funding 
model to enable Approved Housing Bodies and other not-for-profit organisations to act as our 
delivery partners for the accommodation and support elements of the new system. 

Policy on International Protection Support Payments is being developed in consultation 
with the Department of Social Protection. 

My Department has also begun to develop the integration policy for the new model, based 
on the principle of ‘integration from day one’ set out in the White Paper. 

It will take time to end Direct Provision and replace it with a new and very different system 
of accommodation and supports - grounded in human rights and delivered on a not-for-profit 
basis. Our work to do this has begun. We are making good progress and anticipate starting to 
move people out of Direct Provision into accommodation sourced in accordance with the new 
model early next year. 

10/11/2021WRK00200Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRK00300163. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the total cost of a direct provision centre (details supplied) to his Department for 
each year in tabular form. [55146/21]

10/11/2021WRK00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): It is my Department’s policy not to publish details of individual contract values 
for the two most recent complete calendar years. Contract values for the period from 2000 to 
2018 are available on the IPAS website, www.gov.ie/en/publication/3eef8-contract-values/.

The following table gives contract values on an annual basis for the direct provision accom-
modation centre to which the Deputy refers for the period from 2013 to 2018.

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
€2,763,635 €2,721,600 €2,646,000 €2,784,600 €2,784,600 €3,164,292

10/11/2021WRK00500Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRK00600164. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the occupancy of a provision centre (details supplied) on 1 September in each 
year from 2016 to 2021, by single persons, adults with children and children. [55147/21]

10/11/2021WRK00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My officials are currently collating the requested figures for the centre concerned. 
To ensure complete accuracy, this requires further time than allowed for the parliamentary 
question. Full details will be supplied to the Deputy shortly. 

10/11/2021WRK00800Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRK00900165. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will end the practice of forcing two or three adults to share small bedrooms 
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in direct provision centres such as at a centre (details supplied); and if he has plans to end the 
forced overcrowding of single persons in direct provision centres, particularly in view of the 
current alarming rise in Covid-19 infection rates. [55148/21]

10/11/2021WRK01000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): In regard to Covid-19 case numbers, together with the HSE, the Department has 
put in place a range of measures in all of the Accommodation Centres to address any cases of 
Covid-19 if or when they arise.  These measures include provision for self-isolation facilities 
in Centres and a number of offsite self-isolation centres around the State. In all matters related 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Department works collaboratively with the HSE to implement 
their public health advice.

The established procedure across all centres where a person is suspected of having the virus 
or is confirmed as having the virus, is that, where advised by Public Health, they are moved to a 
dedicated offsite self-isolation facility. Supports are available for the duration of their period of 
isolation until such time as the HSE considers that they can safely return to their centre.

The services provided by IPAS are, of course, demand-led and, as demand is currently run-
ning higher than predicted, these arrangements are being kept under daily review by my offi-
cials to ensure that there is sufficient accommodation to house new arrivals in the State seeking 
international protection.

As the Deputy is aware, this Government has highlighted the issues with the current system 
of ‘direct provision’, and the Programme for Government has pledged to replace it with a new 
system centred on a not-for-profit approach, underpinned by the principles of human rights 
and the integration of applicants into Irish society from the point of arrival in Ireland.  Under 
the White Paper, there will be a particular focus on children’s rights and on ensuring dignity, 
privacy and respect for all applicants and their families. The White Paper also contains a com-
mitment to phase out the use of congregated settings by December 2024, when the new system 
is scheduled to be fully rolled out.

My Department will shortly publish a tender to procure additional accommodation for 
families, couples and single people to enable a move away from reliance on emergency ac-
commodation and to ensure that there is sufficient capacity to meet demand, pending the full 
implementation of the White Paper. Decisions about existing centres will be made based on the 
Department’s contractual commitments, capacity across the accommodation network, progress 
in rolling out the new model and the need to ensure that the Department meets its legal and 
moral obligations to provide accommodation to people who need it while their applications for 
international protection are being determined.

10/11/2021WRK01100Child and Family Agency

10/11/2021WRK01200166. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of Tusla workers and staff who are working through a recruitment 
agency. [54784/21]

10/11/2021WRK01300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to inform the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

10/11/2021WRK01400Child and Family Agency
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10/11/2021WRK01500167. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of recruitment agencies that Tusla is currently in a contract with re-
garding employment; the cost associated with each contract; and the dates upon which contracts 
were entered into. [54785/21]

10/11/2021WRK01600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to inform the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

10/11/2021WRK01700Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRK01800168. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the plans he has to end non-front door direct provision in Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [54818/21]

10/11/2021WRK01900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the Deputy will be aware, my Department currently has three direct provision 
accommodation centres and two emergency centres in the county of Galway. One of the accom-
modation centres currently provides own-door accommodation. The new model of accommo-
dation and supports set out in the White Paper to End Direct Provision provides for own-door 
accommodation for families and own-room accommodation for single people. 

My Department will shortly publish a tender to procure additional accommodation for fami-
lies, couples and single people to enable a move away from reliance on emergency accommoda-
tion and to ensure that there is sufficient capacity to meet demand, pending the full implementa-
tion of the White Paper. 

Decisions about existing centres will be made based on the Department’s contractual com-
mitments, capacity across the accommodation network, progress in rolling out the new model 
and the need to ensure that the Department meets its legal and moral obligations to provide 
accommodation to people who need it while their applications for international protection are 
being determined.

10/11/2021WRK02000Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRK02100169. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if his office has received allegations of poor food delivered in plastic bags, 
children living in fear and of families being bullied and intimidated in a direct provision centre 
(details supplied); the steps taken to ensure a high standard of food, security and accommoda-
tion in all direct provision centres; if any investigation has been carried out recently in relation 
to the standards in this centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54819/21]

10/11/2021WRK02200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): First of all, I can assure the Deputy that the health and wellbeing of all people 
who avail of accommodation provided by my Department is of the highest priority to both my-
self and my officials.

The International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS), which is responsible for the 
provision of accommodation and related services to people in the International Protection pro-
cess, is aware of the video that is circulating on social media in regard to the centre mentioned.

In response to this, staff of the International Protection Procurement Service (IPPS), which 
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manages the contract with the Direct Provision accommodation centre mentioned, visited the 
hotel on 3 November to investigate the matter, including a review of CCTV in the area, and did 
not find evidence that food is being served in plastic bags.  

QTS, an independent inspectorate company that undertakes inspections on behalf of IPPS, 
also visited the centre on 3 November, to ensure that it is complying with the terms of its con-
tract with regard to food provision to residents.

Accommodation centres are currently subject to regular unannounced inspections by both 
Department officials in IPAS and QTS Limited. It is expected that each accommodation centre 
will be inspected three times in 2021, twice by QTS and once by IPAS officials.

In addition, accommodation centres are contractually bound to provide menus that reason-
ably meet the dietary needs of the different ethnic groups accommodated at the centre and the 
reasonable prescribed dietary needs of any person accommodated at the centre. Menus must 
include a vegetarian option and all food products provided must have a traceability system that 
complies with food safety requirements. All accommodation centres that offer catered options 
must provide three meals per day and must have a range of snacks and non-alcoholic beverages 
readily available.

IPAS is always available to deal with any complaints from residents and residents are en-
couraged to engage with IPAS if they are unhappy with any aspect of their accommodation. 
Where a complaint is significant in nature or a resident is not comfortable raising a complaint 
with a centre manager, they may make the complaint directly, or through a representative au-
thorised to act on their behalf, to the IPAS Customer Service Team. 

All residents have access to an independent support helpline operated by the Jesuit Refugee 
Service and funded by the Department. IPAS is working to facilitate clinics at centres, in line 
with public health restrictions. IPAS has no role in determining a resident’s claim for interna-
tional protection. Decisions on claims for international protection are matters for the Depart-
ment of Justice. Residents can freely make complaints without any implications for their claims 
for international protection.  

As I mentioned above, accommodation centres are subject to regular unannounced inspec-
tions by IPAS/IPPS and by an independent inspections company. Inspection reports are pub-
lished on www.gov.ie/en/publication/534c2-ipas-inspection-reports/.

As you might expect, vulnerable adults and children are of considerable concern to me. 
Thus, IPAS has services in place to highlight such situations immediately. Everyone who reg-
isters an application for International Protection is offered a vulnerability assessment. Where 
an application includes children of an applicant, IPAS, with parental consent, also assess their 
vulnerability in an appropriate manner. All applicants are advised that they can contact IPAS to 
discuss their needs at any stage of the IP process, even if a vulnerability assessment has previ-
ously been conducted. This helps ensure that vulnerabilities that may later arise are identified 
in a timely manner.

All assessments are carried out in a sensitive, conversational manner with gender-appro-
priate officers and interpretation as required. Appropriate training is provided to all IPAS staff 
involved in the assessments.     

I trust that this information can provide the necessary reassurance to you that the Govern-
ment is committed to the welfare of all residents of our accommodation centres.
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10/11/2021WRK02300Children in Care

10/11/2021WRK02400170. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of children currently in State care by age and by the county the 
children are from. [54857/21]

10/11/2021WRK02500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy refers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy. I have referred the matter to Tusla and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRK02600Children in Care

10/11/2021WRK02700171. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of children taken into State care in each of the past five years and to 
date in 2021. [54858/21]

10/11/2021WRK02800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy refers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy. I have referred the matter to Tusla and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRK02900Child and Family Agency

10/11/2021WRK03000172. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons that were engaging with Tusla or that Tusla had identified 
as at risk, who suffered a violent attack or sexual assault after the point in time when Tusla had 
begun engaging with them or identified them as at risk in each of the past ten years and to date 
in 2021. [54859/21]

10/11/2021WRK03100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy refers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy. I have referred the matter to Tusla and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRK03200Child and Family Agency

10/11/2021WRK03300173. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons that were murdered or died under suspicious circum-
stances over the past ten years in the State that had previously engaged with Tusla or whom 
Tusla had previously identified as at risk. [54860/21]

10/11/2021WRK03400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy refers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy. I have referred the matter to Tusla and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

10/11/2021WRK03500Child and Family Agency

10/11/2021WRK03600174. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons who died by suicide or suspected suicide over the past 
ten years in the State who had previously engaged with Tusla or whom Tusla had identified as 
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at risk; and the number of persons in State care that over the course of the past ten years took 
their own lives or attempted to take their own lives. [54861/21]

10/11/2021WRK03700175. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of children who died while in the care of the State in each of the past 
ten years and to date in 2021; and the details of the cause of death or suspected cause of death 
in each case. [54863/21]

10/11/2021WRK03800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 and 175 together.

The National Review Panel (NRP) for the investigation of serious incidents, including the 
deaths of children in care and aftercare, and known to the child protection services,  was set 
up in 2010 as part of the Implementation Plan associated with the Report of the Commission 
to Inquire into Child Abuse (2009) (Ryan Report). The NRP does not review deaths of adults 
(other than young adults in aftercare)  who may have been known to Tusla. 

The NRP is independent in the performance of its functions, making findings of fact and 
producing reports that are objective and independent of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.

Since 2010 the NRP has published 10 Annual Review Reports summaries of which are 
available at: www.nationalreviewpanel.ie. The NRP’s 11th Annual Review Report (2020) is 
due for publication in the near future. 

Table 1 at the following link provides a summary of causes of death of children and young 
people in care between 2010 and 2019: 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq174-10-11-21_en.docx  “>Causes of Death</a>]

 Table 2 below illustrates the care status of children whose deaths were notified between 
2010 and 2019:

Year In care of the 
Health Service 
Executive / Tusla

In aftercare / in 
care immediately 
prior to 18th birth-
day or in receipt of 
aftercare service 
and under 21

Living at home 
and known to 
child protection 
services

Total

2010 2 4 16 22
2011 2 2 11 15
2012 3 2 18 23
2013 3 1 13 17
2014 3 4 19 26
2015 3 2 16 21
2016 1 1 23 25
2017 5 0 17 22
2018 1 1 11 13
2019 2 0 20 22

  Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 174.
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10/11/2021WRK04000Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRK04100176. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the total amount spent by his Department on advertisements, including tradi-
tional forms of advertisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date 
in 2021. [54902/21]

10/11/2021WRK04200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The information sought by the Deputy is not readily available. However, we will 
seek to collate relevant information and will revert to the Deputy directly.

10/11/2021WRK04300Direct Provision System

10/11/2021WRK04400177. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a company contracted to run a direct 
provision centre in Salthill, County Galway has been reported as serving food for asylum seek-
ers in plastic bags; his views on whether this is dehumanising and completely inappropriate 
given the State funding of such operations; if he will address the matter and the quality of food 
generally in the centre as a matter of urgency; the status of plans to end the direct provision 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54920/21]

10/11/2021WRK04500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): First of all, I can assure you that the health and wellbeing of all people who avail 
of accommodation provided by this Department is of the highest priority to both myself and 
my officials.

The International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS), which is responsible for the 
provision of accommodation and related services to people in the International Protection pro-
cess, is aware of the video that is circulating on social media in regard to the mentioned facility.

In response to this, staff from the International Protection Procurement Service (IPPS), 
which manages the contract with the Direct Provision accommodation the referred to centre, 
visited the hotel on 3 November to investigate the matter, including a review of CCTV in the 
area, and did not find evidence that food is being served in plastic bags.  

QTS, an independent inspectorate company that undertakes inspections on behalf of IPPS, 
also visited the centre on 3 November, to ensure that it is complying with the terms of its con-
tract with regard to food provision to residents. 

Accommodation centres are currently subject to regular unannounced inspections by both 
Department officials in IPAS and QTS Limited. It is expected that each accommodation centre 
will be inspected three times in 2021, twice by QTS and once by IPAS officials. 

In addition, accommodation centres are contractually bound to provide menus that reason-
ably meet the dietary needs of the different ethnic groups accommodated at the centre and the 
reasonable prescribed dietary needs of any person accommodated at the centre. Menus must 
include a vegetarian option and all food products provided must have a traceability system that 
complies with food safety requirements. All accommodation centres that offer catered options 
must provide three meals per day and must have a range of snacks and non-alcoholic beverages 
readily available. 

IPAS is always available to deal with any complaints from residents and residents are en-
couraged to engage with IPAS if they are unhappy with any aspect of their accommodation. 
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Where a complaint is significant in nature or a resident is not comfortable raising a complaint 
with a centre manager, they may make the complaint directly, or through a representative au-
thorised to act on their behalf, to the IPAS Customer Service Team.  

All residents also have access to an independent support helpline operated by the Jesuit 
Refugee Service and funded by the Department. IPAS is also working to facilitate clinics at cen-
tres, in line with public health restrictions. IPAS has no role in determining a resident’s claim 
for international protection. Decisions on claims for international protection are matters for the 
Department of Justice. Residents can freely make complaints without any implications for their 
claims for international protection.   

Accommodation centres are subject to regular unannounced inspections by IPAS/IPPS and 
by an independent inspections company. Inspection reports are published on www.gov.ie/en/
publication/534c2-ipas-inspection-reports/. 

The Government is committed in the Programme for Government to ending the current sys-
tem of Direct Provision within the lifetime of the Government. As you are probably aware, on 
26 February of this year, I published the White Paper to End Direct Provision and to Establish 
a new International Protection Support Service. Through the White Paper, the Government is 
committed to ending the current system by the end of 2024 and replacing it with a new system 
centred on a humanitarian not-for-profit basis.

I trust that this information can provide the necessary reassurance to you that the Govern-
ment is committed to the welfare of all residents of our accommodation centres.  

10/11/2021WRL00200Grant Payments

10/11/2021WRL00300178. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will review the current eligibility criteria for the Student Grant 
Scheme in view of the fact that persons that have returned from living abroad cannot get grants 
to return to college; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54797/21]

10/11/2021WRL00400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded 
to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed 
conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic at-
tainment and means.

With regard to the residency criterion, in order to be eligible for a grant, a “student”, as de-
fined in Section 14 of the Student Support Act 2011, must demonstrate that he/she has been resi-
dent in the State for at least three years out of the five year period ending on the day before the 
start of his/her approved course of study. Similar and in some cases more restrictive residency 
criteria apply in other Member States and jurisdictions e.g. in the UK a student has to be resi-
dent for the three continuous years immediately preceding his/her commencement in college. In 
Denmark, a student has to be resident for a minimum of five years prior to commencing studies. 

The three out of five year rule takes cognisance of students who wish to take time out to 
travel or work abroad. Such students can still meet the residency requirement if they have not 
been outside the State for more than two of the previous five years. 

It is also possible for students, who did not meet the residency requirement at the com-
mencement of their studies, to have their eligibility reviewed if they meet the residency require-
ment during the course of their studies.
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Alternatively a tuition student who meets the residency requirement in a Member State, the 
UK, EEA or Switzerland and satisfies the nationality requirements may be eligible for a fee 
grant. There are no plans to amend the current eligibility criteria. 

10/11/2021WRL00500Labour Court

10/11/2021WRL00600179. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will carry out a salary review for local training initiative co-ordi-
nators, given that one has not been completed since 2008; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [54820/21]

10/11/2021WRL00700180. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will ensure job security for local training initiative co-ordinators, 
given there is no job security in this area from one year to the next and employees in the sector 
find this very difficult, especially those who would like to apply for a mortgage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [54821/21]

10/11/2021WRL00800181. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on whether it is acceptable that local training initiative co-
ordinators are left unemployed for approximately eight weeks of the year and do not receive 
holiday pay during this time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54822/21]

10/11/2021WRL00900182. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his plans to introduce contributory pension entitlements for local train-
ing initiative co-ordinators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54823/21]

10/11/2021WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 to 182, 
inclusive, together.

The Local Training Initiative (LTI) programme is a project-based training and work ex-
perience programme carried out in the local community run by local community groups and 
associations. Staff delivering courses are typically employed by the relevant community group 
or association and the terms and conditions approved for Local Training Initiative (LTI) co-
ordinators is a matter for their employers.   

In March 2002, the Labour Court recommended that LTI Community Training Co-ordina-
tors should receive an increase in pay and that the total grant paid to project sponsors for co-
ordinator pay should be increased by 20%, with sponsors being advised that the total increased 
grant, less employers PRSI, should be paid to co-ordinators.  The recommendation also stated 
that for future pay increases, the co-ordinators should have a pay relationship with and be 
‘linked proportionally’ to Community Training Centre (CTC) Managers.  Any benefit to the co-
ordinators arising from the pay relationship should be paid in accordance with the Programme 
for Prosperity and Fairness, which was in place at the time.  

Since then, LTI Community Training Co-ordinators have received increases under national 
agreements, in line with CTC Managers.   The salary increases arising from the implementa-
tion of the Public Service Stability Agreement  2018 – 2020 provided for the restoration of pay 
which was reduced as a result of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts 
(FEMPI).   Neither CTC Managers nor LTI Co-ordinators were covered by the Public Service 
Stability Agreement as they are not public servants and did not have their pay reduced under 
FEMPI. 



10 November 2021

77

SOLAS has submitted a pay increase proposal under Building Momentum 2021-2022, for 
CTC Managers and LTI Co-ordinators to my Department which is currently being examined.

  Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 179.

  Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 179.

  Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 179.

10/11/2021WRL01400Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRL01500183. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the total amount spent by his Department on advertisements, 
including traditional forms of advertisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years 
and to date in 2021. [54909/21]

10/11/2021WRL01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation 
and Science was established in June 2020. The table below details all advertising spend by the 
department from the establishment of the department to date.

 Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
spending on advertising

The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science’s 
spending on advertising for the period is set out below. COVID-19 related spending is labelled 
as such.

Year Campaign Spend 
2020 “Keep it Small, Keep it Safe, Keep your 

Distance” campaign (social media)
€6,251.24 

2021 “The Right Course” campaign (social 
media, radio)

€26,825.22 

2021 “How COVID-19 spreads” campaign 
(social media)

€12,560.41 

2021 “Adult Literacy for Life” (radio) €41,794.02 
  Total €87,430.89 

10/11/2021WRL01700Education Schemes

10/11/2021WRL01800184. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the engagement that his Department has had with the UK department of 
higher education in England, Scotland and Wales in respect of the Erasmus programme which 
would enable Irish and UK students seeking to obtain funding supports to study, train, and get 
work experience; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55012/21]

10/11/2021WRL01900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): While the UK was afforded the opportunity under the Trade and Coopera-
tion Agreement to remain part of the Erasmus programme, they chose not to.   

I have had discussions with the UK Secretary of State for Education and the Scottish Deputy 
First Minister on the question of student mobility, and the MoU on the Education Principles 
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associated with the Common Travel Area protects mobility on the basis of undergraduate and 
post-graduate study.  

At present, Irish Higher Education Institutions can continue mobilities with the UK until 
May 31st 2023 as part of the old Erasmus+ programme (2014-2020) 

After that date, while it is possible for Irish Higher Education Institutions to allow up 20% 
of its student mobilities to take place in third countries such as the UK, there are very strict con-
ditions governing this.  Ultimately, this is a matter for each institution to decide in accordance 
with their annual allocation.  

I will continue to engage on any relevant issues with my counterparts in the UK. 

10/11/2021WRL02000Semi-State Bodies

10/11/2021WRL02100185. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the expenditure of the HEA each year since 2016, in tabular 
form, on its own operation and administration, separate from the funding it provides to the 
higher education sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55016/21]

10/11/2021WRL02200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The following table outlines the HEA expenditure since 2016-2020 as 
requested by the Deputy.

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
€’000s €’000s €’000s €’000s €’000s
9,344 8,901 10,775 11,768 11,039

10/11/2021WRL02300Nursing Education

10/11/2021WRL02400186. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of first year enrolments and the number of gradu-
ates, respectively, in mental health nursing in each higher education institution in each year 
since 2008 to date, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55017/21]

10/11/2021WRL02500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is available at the following 
link.  The numbers provided are those recorded on the HEA’s Student Records System (SRS) 
and refer to first year enrolments and graduates from mental health nursing courses, by higher 
education institution.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq186-10-11-21_en.xlsx”>Mental Health Nursing Training</a>]

10/11/2021WRL02600Education Schemes

10/11/2021WRL02700187. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the details of all green skill and sustainability programmes 
running across the tertiary system, indicating their duration, NFQ level and providing institu-
tion, in tabular form. [55018/21]



10 November 2021

79

10/11/2021WRL02800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): General provision in areas such as green skills and sustainability is ongo-
ing across the Tertiary Education sector, delivering education and training programmes from 
short courses targeted to awareness building, upskilling and reskilling programmes and full and 
part-time academic and vocational programmes.  The courses listed in the attached are specific 
green skills and sustainability qualifications.  The curricula of many other programmes will also 
include elements and modules which are targeted to green skills and sustainability components.

In the further education and training sector, short courses are targeted at upskilling and 
increasing knowledge awareness for existing professionals. SOLAS is working to develop a 
strategy to support the Climate Action Plan and associated skills training at further education 
level. SOLAS’s strategy on green skills is in development and they are actively engaging across 
a very broad range of internal, external and industry stakeholders to ensure tangible and appro-
priate FET responses are devised.

In the higher education sector, in addition to core education delivery, funding is provided 
under Springboard and the Human Capital Initiative to incentivise the delivery of programmes 
which support the development of professionals in areas such as building analysis and climate 
adaptation; sustainable building technology and retrofit, conservation and sustainability. Two 
innovation projects have commenced under the Human Capital Initiative (Pillar 3). These proj-
ects are directly supporting increased availability of skills development in the construction 
sector through the Digital Academy for Sustainable Built Environment (DASBE) in Limerick 
IT and the REEdl project in IT Tralee which is based on a world leading model of self-directed, 
project centric learning using Virtual Reality and Augmented reality (VR/AR) in supporting the 
education of student engineers along with access to world class research centres

Under Springboard+ 2021/22, there are 17 courses available in green skills and sustainabil-
ity such as Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB), Bio-Energy, Clean Technologies and Electric 
Vehicle Technology. Please see details of all the green skill and sustainability programmes run-
ning across the Higher Education system contained under Springboard in attachment 2. 

Skillnet Ireland also supports the construction sector through two national Construction-
specific Skillnet training networks, as well as through multiple regional Skillnet training net-
works that assist construction businesses located in their respective regions. CIF and Skillnet 
Ireland, launched the Construction Professionals Skillnet in January 2020 to provide custom-
ised learning and development solutions to meet the specific professional learning needs of 
the construction industry. Programmes are currently available in areas such as Communica-
tions, Project Management, Sustainable Construction, Contracts and legal responsibilities. The 
Construction IT Alliance (CitA) Skillnet also facilitates the advancement of construction firms 
through digitalisation and the development of skillsets that enable businesses to adopt new and 
emerging information and communications technologies. The network primarily supports ar-
chitecture, engineering, construction, and operations enterprises within the construction sector 
and has provided programmes such as Advanced BIM Management and a Higher Diploma in 
BIM over the last 12 months.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq187a-10-11-21_en.xlsx”>Advanced Cert</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq187b-10-11-21_en.xlsx”>Post Grad Diploma</a>]

10/11/2021WRL02900Apprenticeship Programmes
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10/11/2021WRL03000188. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when the wind turbine maintenance apprenticeship currently 
in development will be ready to be launched; the further education and training and higher edu-
cation institutions which will deliver the training; if it will be craft or consortia-led; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55019/21]

10/11/2021WRL03100Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The Wind Turbine Maintenance apprentice-
ship programme was submitted to Quality and Qualifications Ireland in June of this year for 
validation at level 6 NFQ. The apprenticeship is expected to commence in Q1, 2022, subject 
to completion of validation.  The coordinating provider and education representative on the 
consortium is Kerry Education and Training Board and it is Kerry ETB which will deliver the 
apprenticeship, building on its expertise in delivering the Wind Turbine Maintenance Techni-
cian traineeship. 

There are currently 25 craft apprenticeship programmes all of which were in existence prior 
to 2016. All apprenticeships established since 2016 are led by consortia consisting of employ-
ers, education and training providers and others.  Under the Action Plan for Apprenticeship 
2021-2025 both the existing craft and consortia-led models of apprenticeship will migrate to a 
single apprenticeship system during the lifetime of the plan.

10/11/2021WRL03200Education Schemes

10/11/2021WRL03300189. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the details of all Springboard+ 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 
courses in construction related areas; the number of participants in each programme in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55020/21]

10/11/2021WRL03400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Springboard+ 2020/21 provided 19 courses in construction related areas 
with 1,107 funded participants. 

Under Springboard+ 2021/22, there are 25 courses available (634 places) in construction 
related areas. Response to the courses has been positive with 1,115 applications received and 
464 offers to date. 7 of these courses, representing a total of 175 places, have not yet com-
menced and are still open for application. As such, it’s anticipated that place offers will continue 
to increase.

The following link provides a list of courses in construction related areas and the number of 
participants in each programme, in tabular form.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-11-10_pq189-10-11-21_en.xlsx”>Springboard Courses</a>]

10/11/2021WRL03500Third Level Education

10/11/2021WRL03600190. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 673 of 2 November 
2021, if he will explain the discrepancy between the 708 quota on EU entrants into medicine, 
468 undergraduate and 240 graduate entry and the actual enrolment figures of 734, 480 and 254; 
the means through which the quota is applied upon higher education institutions; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [55021/21]

10/11/2021WRL03700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department sources its statistics on student enrolments from the HEA’s 
Student Records System. The figures provided as part of Parliamentary Question No. 673 of 
2 November 2021 related to first year enrolments in medicine courses. Therefore these figures 
contain first year repeat students in addition to new entrants.

In addition, in recognition of the particular circumstances and pressures faced by leaving 
certificate students in 2020, my Department worked with the HEA and the Higher Education 
Institutions to create additional places across the system, including some in medicine courses. 
In the case of courses such as medicine and nursing, where a quota is set on places for EU 
students, my officials worked with officials in the Department of Health to ensure that students 
accepted above the quota could be facilitated in placements.

10/11/2021WRL03800Third Level Education

10/11/2021WRL03900191. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the funding provided to the RCSI each year since 2008, 
in tabular form in both current and capital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55022/21]

10/11/2021WRL04000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The following table outlines the funding provided to Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) each year from 2008 to date in 2021 as administered via the HEA.

- B4 Recurrent Provision B16 & C4 Capital Provision
2008 €3,567,171 €2,897,566
2009 €4,766,230 €921,289
2010 €4,215,098 €23,475
2011 €5,680,086
2012 €5,368,276
2013 €4,727,339
2014 €5,073,271
2015 €4,536,947
2016 €4,373,866
2017 €4,677,477
2018 €5,016,256
2019 €5,021,466
2020 €5,144,739 €64,498
2021* €5,354,870
* Funding to date in 2021

10/11/2021WRL04100Third Level Education

10/11/2021WRL04200192. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science when a college (details supplied) will have an opportunity to submit a 
capital application for its capital project; the criteria likely to be used for the capital application 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55023/21]
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10/11/2021WRL04300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim Education and Training Board (MSLETB) is cur-
rently working with SOLAS on the establishment of Mayo College of Further Education and 
Training.  Included in this is a proposal from the ETB to redevelop the facilities and buildings 
referred to by the Deputy.

SOLAS, in conjunction with my Department, is currently in the process of developing a 
capital application process for strategic capital projects which is expected to be completed in 
the coming months.  Once complete, this application will set out clearly the eligibility criteria 
to be met under this application process.  MSLETB will then have the opportunity to submit a 
capital application for the project referenced which will be considered by SOLAS as part of the 
overall capital strategy for the sector.  

10/11/2021WRM00200Visa Applications

10/11/2021WRM00300193. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice the current position regarding 
an application for a stamp 1G visa by a person (details supplied) who has previously had a 
stamp 2 visa and has recently graduated and is seeking employment in the State under the third-
level graduate programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54824/21]

10/11/2021WRM00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
holds a Stamp 2 permission, which has been extended until 15 January 2022, under the final 
automatic extension of immigration permissions announced on 14 September 2021. 

It is open to the person concerned to apply for a Stamp 1G permission from their local im-
migration office if they meet the criteria for doing so. A Stamp 1G indicates that a person has 
permission to look for employment in the State under the Third Level Graduate Programme.

A Stamp 1G  is granted or renewed under the Third Level Graduate Programme where the 
graduate satisfies the immigration authorities that he or she has taken appropriate steps to access 
suitable graduate level employment, for example, attendance at job interviews, signing up with 
graduate employment agencies, etc.

The Third Level Graduate Programme provides that when an applicant has completed their 
studies in Ireland and gained an award at Level 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications 
(NFQ) or above, that person may qualify for a Stamp 1G for 12 months. Where an individual 
receives an award at Level 9 NFQ, they may qualify for a Stamp 1G for up to 24 months subject 
to the overall limit of 8 years on student conditions that applies.

Graduates at level 9 NFQ or above who qualify for a Stamp 1G permission will be granted 
the permission for 12 months initially. This can be renewed for a further period of twelve 
months,  subject to the overall eight year limit on student conditions not being exceeded.

As the Deputy will be aware, registrations for people living outside of the Dublin area are 
processed by the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) through the Garda Station net-
work. Information on the contact details for all registration offices outside of Dublin is available 
at: www.garda.ie/en/contact-us/station-directory.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
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the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/11/2021WRM00500Visa Applications

10/11/2021WRM00600194. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if the visa of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be extended; if so, the steps they need to take to progress same; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [54855/21]

10/11/2021WRM00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
holds a Stamp 1G Graduate permission, which is valid until 8 September 2022. A Stamp 1G 
indicates that a person has permission to look for employment in the State under the Third Level 
Graduate Programme.

A Stamp 1G  is granted or renewed under the Third Level Graduate Programme where the 
graduate satisfies the immigration authorities that he or she has taken appropriate steps to access 
suitable graduate level employment, for example, attendance at job interviews, signing up with 
graduate employment agencies etc.

The Third Level Graduate Programme provides that when an applicant has completed their 
studies in Ireland and gained an award at Level 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications 
(NFQ) or above, that person may qualify for a Stamp 1G for 12 months. Where an individual 
receives an award at Level 9 NFQ, they may qualify for a Stamp 1G for up to 24 months subject 
to the overall limit of 8 years on student conditions that applies. 

Graduates at level 9 NFQ or above who qualify for a Stamp 1G permission will be granted 
the permission for 12 months initially. This can be renewed for a further period of twelve 
months, subject to the overall eight year limit on student conditions not being exceeded. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/11/2021WRM00800Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRM00900195. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the total amount spent by her 
Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online adver-
tising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54912/21]

10/11/2021WRM01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The amount spent by my Department on 
advertisements in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021 is set out in tabular form below.

Year Costs  
2011 113,243 
2012  68,797 
2013  60,152 
2014  80,416 
2015 108,001 
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Year Costs  
2016  52,868 
2017 120,685 
2018  70,909 
2019 102,607 
2020  35,737 
2021  76,551 
The Deputy may also wish to note that my Department has responsibility for the six year, 

two-part ‘No Excuses’ national campaign to tackle domestic and sexual violence. This is a key 
action under the Second National Strategy, Domestic Sexual and Gender Based Violence, and 
has been running since 2016. 

The funding for the ‘Still Here’ campaign, highlighting the supports for victims of domestic 
violence, and their ongoing availability throughout the pandemic, was also funded by my De-
partment. 

Each year in the run up Halloween, my Department also runs an annual awareness raising 
campaign to highlight the dangers and penalties associated with the use of illegal fireworks. 

Spend for the Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence campaigns from 2016 to date 
is set out below.

Year  Costs
2016 668,510.42
2017 910,998.00
2018 921,593.92
2019 677,107.23
2020 1,228,936.66
2021 (To date) 750,795.19
Figures for spending on the annual fireworks campaign are set out below.

Year  Costs 
2016 34,680.70 
2017 36,676.44 
2018 29,090.89 
2019 17,840.81 
2020 33,756.46 
The fireworks awareness raising campaigns in 2016 and 2017 were predominately news-

paper based, however, from 2018 onwards they have focused more on an online presence. The 
budget for the Fireworks awareness raising campaign allocated for 2021 is €44,091.44. As this 
campaign has only recently come to a close all amounts that will fall due have not yet been 
invoiced. It is expected that all relevant invoices will be processed for payment before the end 
of the year. 

10/11/2021WRM01100Probate Applications

10/11/2021WRM01200196. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Justice the average timeframe it is 
taking to receive an appointment with the Probate Office from the time an initial application is 
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lodged; and the length of time is it taking for each application to be processed. [54927/21]

10/11/2021WRM01300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Probate 
Office is an office of the High Court and under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, 
management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in 
its functions. 

Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at District Probate Registries in 
14 provincial court offices, who are also independent in carrying out their functions. However, 
in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has 
provided the following update in relation to the Dublin Probate Office.

Applications by solicitors continued to be processed throughout the pandemic. The waiting 
time for solicitor applications at present in the Dublin Probate Office is eight to ten weeks as-
suming that the papers received are correct. Applications where queries had to be raised on foot 
of the papers first lodged are taking eight weeks from the date they are re-submitted.

The Courts Service advises that the reintroduction of restrictions on travel earlier this year 
necessitated the temporary closure of the personal applications process in the Dublin Probate 
Office.  Interviews for personal applications resumed in May with additional resources allo-
cated to facilitate these interviews.  I am further advised that any arrears that had been built up 
have now been cleared and the waiting time for personal applications at present in the Dublin 
Probate Office is also eight to ten weeks. 

The Courts Service has embarked on multi-year programme of modernisation to enhance 
the delivery of services to the people of Ireland. As part of its aims for the programme, the 
Courts Service is committed to simplifying services and processes. A key project in the civil 
law workstream for the Service is the development of an e-probate project, which will have the 
benefit of standardising the processing of probate applications and so enhance the delivery of 
the service to Courts Users.

10/11/2021WRM01400International Protection

10/11/2021WRM01500197. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice the number of permission to re-
main applications rejected by the independent International Protection Appeals Tribunal in each 
of the years 2011 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[54929/21]

10/11/2021WRM01600198. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice the number of permission to re-
main applications rejected by the independent International Protection Appeals Tribunal that 
have subsequently been reversed or overturned following a review by the International Protec-
tion Office in each of the years 2011 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54930/21]

10/11/2021WRM01700199. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice the most common grounds upon 
which permission to remain applications are ordinarily refused or rejected following an applica-
tion under each of the different categories (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [54931/21]

10/11/2021WRM01800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 197 to 
199, inclusive, together.

For those who are in the international protection process, our objective is to have decisions 
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made on their applications, including the permission to remain consideration, as soon as possi-
ble. This ensures that those who are found to be in need of our protection can receive it quickly 
and begin rebuilding their lives here with a sense of safety and security.

Since the International Protection Act 2015 commenced on 31 December 2016, the Interna-
tional Protection Office of my Department has carried out the function of considering permis-
sion to remain (under section 49 of the 2015 Act), in respect of those applicants who have been 
refused international protection (refugee status or subsidiary protection)  at first instance. 

In the permission to remain element of the process, each case is given a detailed consider-
ation on its individual merits under all of the prescribed headings. This includes a full consider-
ation of their private and family rights in accordance with the European Convention on Human 
Rights, humanitarian factors, as well as consideration of a person’s work situation, among other 
issues, before a decision is taken to grant or to refuse permission to remain.

All applicants refused international protection have a right to appeal to the International 
Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) who must consider if the earlier International Protection 
Office (IPO) determinations on refugee status and subsidiary protection should be affirmed or 
set aside.

Where the IPAT upholds the IPO recommendation to refuse international protection, and if 
permission to remain has also been refused by the IPO, the applicant can make submissions for 
consideration as part of a formal permission to remain review by my Department. 

This review is in place to provide for situations where an applicant’s circumstances may 
have changed in a material way since the initial decision was made to refuse permission to re-
main. Any decision taken to grant permission to remain under the review mechanism can only 
be made once the international protection appeal has been refused by the IPAT.

The IPAT has no role in the consideration of permission to remain either at first instance or 
under the review mechanism. I understand that my officials have engaged directly and intend to 
follow up in writing with the information sought in that engagement.

  Question No. 198 answered with Question No. 197.

  Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 197.

10/11/2021WRM02100Visa Applications

10/11/2021WRM02200200. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Justice if a visa will be granted to 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54948/21]

10/11/2021WRM02300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The visa application referred to by the 
Deputy was created online on 22 September 2021 and the supporting documentation was re-
ceived by the embassy in Warsaw on 29 October 2021. Short stay visit visas applied for in 
Poland are processed by the Department of Foreign Affairs under delegated sanction from my 
Department. 

The person referred to should contact the embassy in Warsaw and advise them of the urgent 
nature of their visit and submit any documentation in support of this. Full consideration will be 
given to any information received on behalf of the applicant. The applicant will be notified in 
writing as soon as a decision has been reached.
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10/11/2021WRM02400Community Development Projects

10/11/2021WRM02500201. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Justice the progress that has been made 
on establishing a community safety innovation fund and the proceeds of crime that have been 
seized and allocated to this fund to date in 2021; the community safety partnerships that have 
received funding to date to implement their community safety proposals; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [54949/21]

10/11/2021WRM02600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, Budget 2022 
provides for the establishment of the new Community Safety Innovation Fund. It is intended 
that this fund will support investment in projects which will improve community safety. The 
fund, which is expected to grow in the coming years, will have an initial outlay in 2022 of €2m.

A call for funding proposals will issue seeking applications for community safety projects 
and similar initiatives from bodies involved in community safety, such as the new Local Com-
munity Safety Partnerships – pilots of which are in place in North Inner City Dublin, Waterford 
and Longford – and the Drogheda Implementation Board, as well as similar entities nationwide.

Applications will be assessed against stated criteria outlined in the call for proposals to en-
sure funding is allocated to encourage the development of innovative ways in which to improve 
community safety from those people who understand local community safety needs best. These 
criteria for allocating funding are currently under consideration and will be announced in due 
course. 

The approach we are taking will ensure that the best proposals to improve community safety 
will get the funding they need and will encourage the development of innovative ways in which 
to improve community safety from those people most directly involved. It will also allow best 
practice on community safety to be shared with other partnerships around the country as new 
proposals get developed.

10/11/2021WRM02700Departmental Reviews

10/11/2021WRM02800202. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice if a promised review took place fol-
lowing the conviction of a person (details supplied) for rape; the details of the outcome of the 
review; if the review will be published; the cost of the inquiry surrounding this particular case 
incurred by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54950/21]

10/11/2021WRM02900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I understand that in 2017 arising from 
an incident of false imprisonment and rape, the former Assistant Commissioner of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Region appointed a Chief Superintendent to conduct a fact finding review sur-
rounding the issues of bail and breaches of bail. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that following the outcome of this review, an in-
terdepartmental working group within An Garda Síochána was then established to commence 
further examination into matters identified. The work of this group is ongoing. 

There was no representation from my Department on the Working Group and there have 
been no cost implications.

10/11/2021WRM03000Road Traffic Offences
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10/11/2021WRM03100203. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of fixed-charge 
notices issued to drivers for speeding, by Garda division, in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 
2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54960/21]

10/11/2021WRM03200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible under the law for the management and administration of An Gar-
da Síochána, including all operational policing matters. This includes the management of the 
Fixed Charged Notice System. As Minister, I have no role in these independent functions.

I have been provided with the information below by the Garda Authorities in response to 
the Deputy’s query. The table provides a yearly breakdown by Garda division of the number of 
instances in which a party was issued with a Fixed Charge Notice for the offences of speeding.

Please note that below figures are based on incidents which occurred from 01.01.2018 to 
31.12.2020, inclusive.  All information contained in this report is based upon operational data 
from the Fixed Charged Notice System as was available on 01.11.2021 and is liable to change.

Divisions 2018 2019 2020 
Cavan/Monaghan 4165 4486 5732 
Clare 5680 4536 4924 
Cork City 3203 4092 7164 
Cork North 5078 4940 6607 
Cork West 5464 4849 3444 
D.M.R. Eastern 3439 4400 5529 
D.M.R. North Central 3064 3325 4010 
D.M.R. Northern 8179 8668 11682 
D.M.R. South Central 3723 3014 2736 
D.M.R. Southern 1623 1535 3438 
D.M.R. Western 2742 3302 12895 
Donegal 2887 3344 3743 
Galway Division 9039 9476 13815 
Kerry 3552 4108 3846 
Kildare Division 14863 12830 12700 
Kilkenny/Carlow 5266 5060 5079 
Laois/Offaly 4665 5335 6723 
Limerick 10793 10908 8543 
Louth Division 2383 2318 4798 
Mayo 3010 5393 3911 
Meath Division 5728 3309 8350 
Roscommon/Longford Division 2760 3095 4430 
Sligo/Leitrim 3175 3123 1910 
Tipperary 3779 3536 6665 
Waterford Division 5197 5023 5521 
Westmeath Division 2452 3469 4847 
Wexford Division 4635 4492 5124 
Wicklow Division 5569 5174 13097 
Totals 136113 137140 181263 
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10/11/2021WRM03300Road Traffic Offences

10/11/2021WRM03400204. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers who 
paid a fixed-charge notice for speeding, by Garda division, within the statutory payment time-
frame, in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[54961/21]

10/11/2021WRM03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will appreciate the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible, under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (as amended) for the man-
agement and administration of An Garda Síochána. This includes the administration of the 
Fixed Charge Notice System. As Minister I play no role in these independent functions.

To be of assistance I have contacted the Garda authorities who have been provided the fol-
lowing information in response to the Deputy’s query. 

Below is a yearly breakdown by Garda division of the number of instances in which a party 
paid a Fixed Charge Notice issued for the offences of speeding. Figures are based on incidents 
which occurred from 01.01.2018 to 31.12.2020, inclusive. All information contained in this re-
port is based upon operational data from the FCPS system as was available on 01.11.2021 and 
is liable to change.

DIVISION 2018 2019 2020
Cavan/Monaghan 3502 3768 4820
Clare 4798 3734 4320
Cork City 2804 3553 6220
Cork North 4437 4301 5846
Cork West 4834 4227 3066
D.M.R. Eastern 3126 3922 4872
D.M.R. North Central 2380 2399 2813
D.M.R. Northern 6893 7010 9455
D.M.R. South Central 3187 2590 2173
D.M.R. Southern 1383 1290 2850
D.M.R. Western 2307 2779 10308
Donegal 2335 2732 3217
Galway Div 7806 8038 12141
Kerry 2962 3438 3308
Kildare Div 12500 10602 10869
Kilkenny/Carlow 4456 4301 4451
Laois/Offaly 4013 4528 5684
Limerick 8911 9195 7255
Louth Div 1948 1906 3919
Mayo 2494 4756 3422
Meath Div 4920 2801 6974
Roscommon/Longford Div 2365 2642 3827
Sligo/Leitrim 2705 2692 1690
Tipperary 3174 2893 5657
Waterford Div 4495 4320 4765
Westmeath Div 2120 2983 4195
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DIVISION 2018 2019 2020
Wexford Div 3879 3876 4322
Wicklow Div 4732 4455 11092
 115466 115731 153531

10/11/2021WRM03600Road Traffic Offences

10/11/2021WRM03700205. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers who 
availed of the third payment option and paid a fixed-charge notice for speeding, by Garda divi-
sion, in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[54963/21]

10/11/2021WRM03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including all operational policing matters. This includes the management of the Fixed 
Charged Notice System. As Minister, I have no role in these independent functions.

I have been advised of the following information by the Garda Authorities. Below is a year-
ly breakdown per Garda division of the number of instances in which a Fixed Charge Notice 
was issued for the offences of speeding and was paid using the third payment option.

Court proceedings are initiated where a fine is not paid within the required timeframe. A 
third payment option is available where the fine can be paid up to a number of days before the 
court date. The fine will be double the original fine. 

In this report all cases where a fine of €160 was paid (double the original fine amount of 
€80) have been included. 

It should be noted that the below figures are based on incidents which occurred from 
01/01/2018 to 31/12/2020 inclusive. All information contained in this report is based upon 
operational data from the Fixed Charge Processing System as was available on 03/11/2021 and 
is liable to change.

Divisions 2018 2019 2020 
Cavan/Monaghan 123 133 166 
Clare 183 191 225 
Cork City 115 137 129 
Cork North 171 169 189 
Cork West 199 161 101 
D.M.R. Eastern 110 101 180 
D.M.R. North Central 132 123 102 
D.M.R. Northern 305 269 280 
D.M.R. South Central 145 99 58 
D.M.R. Southern 53 55 71 
D.M.R. Western 65 132 289 
Donegal 106 146 170 
Galway Division 320 350 528 
Kerry 131 121 135 
Kildare Division 344 454 413 
Kilkenny/Carlow 193 138 148 
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Divisions 2018 2019 2020 
Laois/Offaly 165 192 215 
Limerick 377 370 359 
Louth Division 99 120 173 
Mayo 85 171 100 
Meath Div 177 104 101 
Roscommon/Longford Division 109 116 152 
Sligo/Leitrim 110 126 56 
Tipperary 153 153 270 
Waterford Division 185 162 186 
Westmeath Division 89 121 163 
Wexford Division 175 177 172 
Wicklow Division 212 186 232 
Totals 4631 4777 5363 

10/11/2021WRM03900Road Traffic Offences

10/11/2021WRM04000206. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers listed 
in court for speeding by district court in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020; the number 
of drivers convicted of speeding in each of the years by district court; the number of drivers 
who had their cases dismissed and struck out each year by district court; the number of drivers’ 
driver licence numbers recorded on conviction of speeding in each year by district court; the 
penalties imposed on conviction each year by district court; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [54965/21]

10/11/2021WRM04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have made enquiries with the Courts 
Service regarding the information sought by the Deputy. The Courts Service have provided a 
significant volume of information in response to the Deputy’s question which I will arrange to 
be sent to the Deputy directly.

10/11/2021WRM04200Road Traffic Offences

10/11/2021WRM04300207. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers listed 
in court for speeding, by District Court, in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, which re-
sulted in the case being struck out due to summons not served for speeding offence; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [54966/21]

10/11/2021WRM04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As outlined to the Deputy in my response 
to Parliamentary Question No. 331 of 04 November 2021, the Courts Service system does not 
record the reason a case was struck out unless the Judge includes the reason in their order, and 
for this reason, the Courts Service cannot provide the information sought by the Deputy. 

As such, the Courts Service does not hold complete statistical information on the reasons 
for any case being struck out and the statistics as requested by the Deputy cannot be provided.

10/11/2021WRN00200Road Traffic Offences

10/11/2021WRN00300208. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers listed 
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in court for speeding, by District Court, in the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, which resulted in the 
case being struck out or dismissed due to the driver making a contribution to the court poor box; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54967/21]

10/11/2021WRN00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have sought a report from the Courts 
Service on the matters raised by the Deputy and I will revert to her when this is to hand.

10/11/2021WRN00500Road Traffic Offences

10/11/2021WRN00600209. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers who 
were not convicted in court for speeding offence in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, by 
District Court, due to the fact that they claimed in court the non-receipt of the original fixed-
charge notice for speeding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [54968/21]

10/11/2021WRN00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As outlined to the Deputy in my response 
to Parliamentary Question No. 332 of 04 November 2021, the Courts Service system does not 
record the reason a case was struck out unless the Judge includes the reason in their order, and 
for this reason, the Courts Service cannot provide the information sought by the Deputy. 

As such, the Courts Service does not hold complete statistical information on the reasons 
for any case being struck out and the statistics as requested by the Deputy cannot be provided.

10/11/2021WRN00800Road Traffic Accidents

10/11/2021WRN00900210. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice if she will address a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding traffic collisions recorded by An Garda Síochána and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55188/21]

10/11/2021WRN01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested the information sought 
by the Deputy from An Garda Síochána, but I have not received this information in time. I will 
write directly to the Deputy as soon as the information is to hand.

10/11/2021WRN01100Assisted Human Reproduction

10/11/2021WRN01200211. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the dialogue that has been conduct-
ed between his Department and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth with respect to the regulation of surrogacy in this State; the detail of the proposed 
committee of the Houses of the Oireachtas that will be established to examine this matter; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [54896/21]

10/11/2021WRN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. This legisla-
tion encompasses the regulation for the first time of a wide range of practices undertaken in this 
jurisdiction, including domestic surrogacy.

Publication of the AHR Bill is a priority for my Department and the Government, and a com-
mitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared 
Future”. This Department will continue to engage intensively with the Office of the Attorney 
General in order to finalise this complex legislation.  My Department engaged with the Depart-
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ment of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth on 
many aspects of the General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill, including in 
respect of domestic surrogacy, prior to its publication in October 2017, and this engagement has 
continued during the ongoing drafting process.  The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health pub-
lished the report of its review of the General Scheme in July 2019, as part of the pre-legislative 
scrutiny process, which began in January 2018. The Committee made 11 main recommenda-
tions, which included proposals in relation to surrogacy, and these recommendations have also 
been taken into consideration as part of the drafting process.

Issues which arise from the undertaking of surrogacy arrangements in other jurisdictions 
concern areas of law that intersect across the remits of several Government Departments and 
require detailed examination. My Department is engaging with the Department of Justice and 
the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in respect of these mat-
ters as well. Overall, the provisions outlined within the Bill will ensure that AHR practices and 
related areas of research are conducted in a more consistent and standardised way and with the 
necessary oversight.   

10/11/2021WRN01400State Claims Agency

10/11/2021WRN01500212. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will request the State Claims 
Agency to provide details on the 94 incidents reported to same via the National Incident Man-
agement System between 1 January 2019 to 26 October 2021 which relate to the Health (Regu-
lation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54897/21]

10/11/2021WRN01600245. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 897 of 2 November 2021, the breakdown of the 94 incidents reported to the State Claims 
Agency via the National Incident Management System related to the Health (Regulation of 
Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 by severity rating categorisation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55003/21]

10/11/2021WRN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 245 together.

The State Claims Agency hosts the National Incident Management System (NIMS) which 
is the principal source of national data on incident activity for the Irish public health service. 
Under the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2000 State authorities are 
obliged to report adverse incidents promptly to the State Claims Agency (SCA). This allows the 
SCA, in conjunction with State authorities, to identify and analyse developing trends and pat-
terns and to work with the State authorities concerned to develop and implement risk mitigation 
strategies. It is also important in the investigation of any subsequent claim.

The State Claims Agency has informed that when incidents are reported to the National 
Incident Management System (NIMS) they are categorised by the reporting hospital accord-
ing to the severity of the injury, ranging from negligible to extreme incidents. Over half of the 
incidents reported were reported as negligible or minor in severity, e.g., incidents related to 
documentation and communication. The remainder of the incidents were reported as moderate 
in severity, e.g., post-procedure complications.

10/11/2021WRN01800State Claims Agency
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10/11/2021WRN01900213. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if an updated report will be issued 
following on from the Clinical Incidents and Claims Report In Maternity and Gynaecology 
Services: A Five Year Review, 2010-2014, issued in October 2015 by the State Claims Agency; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55005/21]

10/11/2021WRN02000246. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if an updated report will be issued 
following on from the Clinical Incidents and Claims Report In Maternity and Gynaecology 
Services: A Five Year Review, 2010-2014, issued in October 2015; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55004/21]

10/11/2021WRN02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 213 
and 246 together.

The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on 
behalf of Delegated State Authorities including the Health Service Executive. 

The State Claims Agency also hosts the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
which is the principal source of national data on incident activity for the Irish public health ser-
vice. Under the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2000 State authori-
ties are obliged to report adverse incidents promptly to the State Claims Agency (SCA). This 
allows the SCA, in conjunction with State authorities, to identify and analyse developing trends 
and patterns and to work with the State authorities concerned to develop and implement risk 
mitigation strategies. It is also important in the investigation of any subsequent claim.

I have been informed by the SCA that a follow-up five year report on an Clinical Incidents 
and Claims in Maternity and Gynaecology Services is not planned. The SCA continues to anal-
yse incidents and claims on an on-going basis.

10/11/2021WRN02200Health Strategies

10/11/2021WRN02300214. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of the new national 
stroke strategy and its associated implementation plan. [55181/21]

10/11/2021WRN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive’s pro-
posed National Stroke Strategy 2021-2026 has been clinically approved by the HSE Chief 
Clinical Officer Clinical Forum at its meeting in July 2021 and the HSE inform me that it will 
be reviewed by the HSE Executive Management Team at its meeting of 23rd November, 2021. 
This will inform the date for publication with regard to organisational strategy, planning and 
implementation.  Funding will also be considered in this context. 

10/11/2021WRN02500Home Care Packages

10/11/2021WRN02600215. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the rationale for home carers who 
are not from the EEC to be able to work in the private nursing home sector but not the home 
care service sector; and if he has had engagement with the home care service sector regarding 
this issue. [55233/21]

10/11/2021WRN02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government (2020) 
commits to the introduction of “a statutory scheme to support people to live in their own homes, 
which will provide equitable access to high-quality, regulated home care.” The Department is in 
the process of developing a statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support. 
The new scheme will provide equitable and transparent access to high-quality services based on 
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a person’s assessed care-needs. 

In parallel with this, the Department has committed to establishing a Cross Departmental 
Strategic Workforce Advisory Group. The role of the group will be to facilitate the views of 
stakeholders and examine workforce challenges in home support and nursing homes. Potential 
areas to be considered include recruitment, retention, training, career development, and the 
sustainable employment of home care workers into the future. 

Ireland operates a managed employment permits system maximising the benefits of eco-
nomic migration and minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market. The Critical 
Skills and Ineligible Occupations Lists are subject to twice-yearly review which is predicated 
on a formalised and evidence-based process which involves consideration of the research un-
dertaken by the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (Solas), the Expert Group of Future 
Skills Needs (EGFSN), the National Skills Council, and input by relevant Government Depart-
ments in addition to the public consultation phase.  Submissions to the review process are also 
considered by the Economic Migration Policy Interdepartmental Group chaired by the Depart-
ment of Enterprise Trade and Employment and which includes the Department of Health.  

The most recent review of the occupation’s lists announced on 27th October and the preced-
ing review, announced on 14 June did not recommend that home care workers be removed from 
the ineligible list. There is evidence of other factors driving the sector’s difficulty in attracting 
workers, such as the contracts of employment and terms and conditions being offered, failure to 
guarantee hours, and the lack of travel and subsistence payments. It is noted that in the submis-
sions provided by the sector that approximately 75% of staff in home care roles are employed 
on a part-time basis. 

Home care workers are currently on the Ineligible Occupations List and in order to have an 
occupation removed from the ineligible list, there needs to be a clear demonstration that recruit-
ment difficulties are solely due to skills and labour shortages in Ireland and the EEA and not to 
other factors such as salary and/or employment conditions.  

Removing Home Care workers from the ineligible list will not address the workforce chal-
lenges in the home care sector.  A longer-term approach is required to address these challenges 
and my Department is committed to working with relevant stakeholders to seek to address these 
issues.

10/11/2021WRN02800Medicinal Products

10/11/2021WRN02900216. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug cariban which 
is prescribed for patients with hyperemesis gravidarum is not included in the medical card 
scheme or the drugs payment scheme; if there are plans to include this drug on the two schemes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54786/21]

10/11/2021WRN03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance 
with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Minister for Health has 
no role in these decisions.

Under the legislation, there are formal processes which govern applications for the pricing 
and reimbursement of medicines and only licensed products are added to the formal GMS Re-
imbursement List.  Licensing a product requires the manufacturer to submit a dossier to either 
the European Medicines Agency or alternatively the Health Products Regulatory Authority in 
Ireland.
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The HSE have advised that Cariban (doxylamine / pyridoxine) is an unlicensed product that 
is not reimbursable under GMS and Community Drug Schemes. Therefore, the HSE does not 
intend to reimburse Cariban under Community Drug Schemes or to review the clinical evidence 
for this unlicensed product.  

10/11/2021WRN03100Hospital Appointments Status

10/11/2021WRN03200217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment in Galway University Hospital for a kidney stone removal 
operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54788/21]

10/11/2021WRN03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRN03400Health Services Staff

10/11/2021WRN03500218. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health his views on the campaign for 
100 extra neurology nurse specialists across Ireland (details supplied). [54790/21]

10/11/2021WRN03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRN03700Hospital Services

10/11/2021WRN03800219. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the reason that cardiac re-
habilitation services in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan have not yet been restored; when it is ex-
pected that cardiac rehabilitation services will be restored; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [54804/21]

10/11/2021WRN03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRN04000Hospital Facilities

10/11/2021WRN04100220. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to expand the 
renal unit in Mayo University Hospital, Castlebar, County Mayo in view of the number of 
persons placed on the waiting list for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54806/21]

10/11/2021WRN04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Currently there are no formal plans to 
extend the Renal Unit in Mayo University Hospital.  However, the need for additional renal 
beds has been identified and will be incorporated into the site’s Development Control Plan 
which has been funded to progress in 2022. 
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The Renal Dialysis Unit was last upgraded at the end of 2013, increasing capacity from 11 
to 15 beds. There is particularly high demand for renal services in Mayo and the hospital is 
working with the Saolta Group Medical Directorate to progress home therapies that will also 
assist in addressing this demand.

10/11/2021WRN04300Hospital Facilities

10/11/2021WRN04400221. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 538 of 12 October 2021, the location at which the 1,146 acute beds announced in bud-
get 2021 have been or will be opened in 2021; the number at each location; the number opened 
in existing spaces; the number previously funded under one-off funding such as, but not limited 
to, the National Treatment Purchase Fund; and the number opened in new spaces, that is, new 
build by type of unit, for example, single occupancy, in tabular form. [54852/21]

10/11/2021WRN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRN04600Assisted Human Reproduction

10/11/2021WRN04700222. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if he will legislate for inter-
national surrogacy as part of the proposed assisted human reproduction Bill; if so, when he will 
publish the legislation; if he will engage with key stakeholders (details supplied) on his propos-
als; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54854/21]

10/11/2021WRN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. This legisla-
tion encompasses the regulation for the first time of a wide range of practices undertaken in this 
jurisdiction, including domestic altruistic surrogacy.

Publication of the AHR Bill is a priority for my Department and the Government, and a com-
mitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared 
Future”. This Department will continue to engage intensively with the Office of the Attorney 
General in order to finalise this complex legislation. 

The draft Bill does not contain provisions to regulate surrogacy arrangements undertaken in 
other jurisdictions. Issues which arise from the undertaking of surrogacy arrangements in other 
jurisdictions concern areas of law that intersect across the remits of several Government De-
partments and require detailed examination. My Department is engaging with the Department 
of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in respect 
of these matters. Officials in my Department have met on a number of occasions with different 
groups within the umbrella organisation to which you refer.   

Overall, the provisions outlined within the Bill will ensure that AHR practices and related 
areas of research are conducted in a more consistent and standardised way and with the neces-
sary oversight.  

10/11/2021WRO00200Nursing Homes

10/11/2021WRO00300223. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to amend the 
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fair deal scheme to allow homeowners to rent out their homes while they are in a nursing home 
given this would free up more houses onto the rental market; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [54856/21]

10/11/2021WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (Amendment) Act 2021, which was signed into law on 22 July, in-
troduced further safeguards into the NHSS to further protect the viability and sustainability of 
family farms and businesses. It also includes an amendment in relation to applying the 3-year 
cap to the proceeds of sale of a house while a resident is in long-term care. This addresses the 
first relevant commitment in the Housing for All Strategy (action 19.7). This removed a disin-
centive against the sale of properties that might otherwise remain vacant.

As well as introducing the change above, the Department of Health has also agreed to ac-
tion 19.8 in the Housing for All Strategy to develop a mechanism in relation to the rental of 
vacant properties “in a way that is targeted, equitable, evidence-based and provides appropriate 
safeguards for vulnerable older people”. It is important to note that complex policy questions 
remain in meeting these criteria and there are high risks associated with unintended conse-
quences. 

The NHSS is a complex €1.4 billion Scheme that relies on €350m of contributions from 
over 22,000 residents. It is important to ensure that the costs, benefits, and unintended conse-
quences of any policy changes are fully understood and resolved before they are put in place. 
There is no existing exemption of rental or similar income from assessment within the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme and due care needs to be taken to ensure that any future changes are 
appropriate; to protect and meet the needs of residents while also making provision for those in 
need of housing.

The Department of Health and other government departments continue to collaborate on 
this policy, including the identification of the number of houses that may be brought into use 
and the costs associated with the policy options available to address this action, with a view to 
introducing legislation as soon as possible once this analysis and policy development is com-
plete.

10/11/2021WRO00500Covid-19 Pandemic

10/11/2021WRO00600224. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a sched-
ule of the full costs associated with mandatory hotel quarantine since the measure was intro-
duced to date by month. [54885/21]

10/11/2021WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory Hotel Quarantine was in-
troduced in March 2021 as one element of Ireland’s public health measures to combat the 
transmission of COVID-19. I announced the removal of all remaining States from the List of 
Designated States for Mandatory Hotel Quarantine on Saturday, 25 September 2021.

Whilst the system of Mandatory Hotel Quarantine was operational, a total of 10,398 people 
entered Mandatory Hotel Quarantine accommodation. At its peak, 8 hotels were in use, and the 
busiest day was on 9 May 2021 when 1,008 persons were in accommodation. The last residents 
to leave accommodation departed on 26 September.

My Department is currently compiling a report on the full cost of operating the Mandatory 
Hotel Quarantine system, and it is my intention to publish this in the coming weeks.
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10/11/2021WRO00800Covid-19 Pandemic

10/11/2021WRO00900225. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the total amount spent by the 
Government in defending Covid-19-related laws, regulations and guidelines in the courts since 
the start of the pandemic (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54895/21]

10/11/2021WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The amount spent defending legal chal-
lenges to COVID-19 public health measures currently stands at €222,420 of which €6,820 
relates to challenges related to mandatory hotel quarantine. This amount does not include legal 
fees which are a matter for the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.

10/11/2021WRO01100Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRO01200226. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the total amount spent by his 
Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of advertisement and online adver-
tising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54910/21]

10/11/2021WRO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is being collated by Department officials and a deferred reply will be submitted within ten 
working days.

As this question is also relevant to the Health Service Executive, I have asked them to reply 
directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO01400Health Services

10/11/2021WRO01500227. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the Northern Ireland 
planned healthcare scheme will continue beyond the end of 2021 on an administrative basis 
until the necessary legislation is put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54919/21]

10/11/2021WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Northern Ireland Planned Health-
care Scheme (NI PHS) has been in effective operation since 1 January 2021. This Scheme was 
introduced to mitigate the loss of access to care from private providers in Northern Ireland 
under the EU Cross Border Directive, which ceased to apply as a result of Brexit. The Govern-
ment intends to place the administrative NI PHS on a statutory basis and an extensive examina-
tion of options to inform the drafting of a General Scheme is currently underway.  I can confirm 
that the administrative scheme will remain until such time that a statutory scheme is in place.

10/11/2021WRO01700Medicinal Products

10/11/2021WRO01800228. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if public patients will have immedi-
ate access, without cost, to pembrolizumab for treatment of cervical cancer, if clinically recom-
mended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54922/21]

10/11/2021WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has put in place arrangements 
which will facilitate access to Pembrolizumab for cervical cancer patients, on a case-by-case 
basis in public hospitals, when a treating clinician determines that this is in the patient’s best 
interests.  All prescribing decisions will be entirely a matter for the treating clinician, in line 
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with patient safety protocols and the Medical Council Guide to Professional Conduct and Eth-
ics.  The HSE has communicated this approach to hospitals and medical oncologists. 

This arrangement will apply to cervical cancer patients only. The costs of pembrolizumab 
will be reimbursed to hospitals where the treatment decision for each individual patient is taken 
by the patient’s treating clinician and is in line with hospital agreed patient safety protocols.

The statutory responsibility of the HSE for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, 
in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, remains un-
changed.

10/11/2021WRO02000Hospital Waiting Lists

10/11/2021WRO02100229. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will list each waiting list 
for services provided by the HSE, except for those provided by community services, which is 
not reported by the National Treatment Purchase Fund. [54924/21]

10/11/2021WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO02300Health Services

10/11/2021WRO02400230. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the case of a 
person (details supplied); when services will be provided for them; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54928/21]

10/11/2021WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO02600Eating Disorders

10/11/2021WRO02700231. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the incidence of those seek-
ing care for eating disorders in Galway has increased in the past 12 months in comparison with 
the previous 12 months; his views on the staffing complement, such as eating disorder teams, 
eating disorder beds and dieticians, in University Hospital Galway to support such needs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [54933/21]

10/11/2021WRO02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

10/11/2021WRO02900Covid-19 Pandemic

10/11/2021WRO03000232. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns relat-
ing to the validity of the Covid recovery certificate (details supplied); the options available to a 
person who has the recovery certificate rejected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54934/21]
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10/11/2021WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Statutory Instrument 385 of 2021 (as 
amended) prescribes the forms of proof of immunity that are acceptable for the purpose of ac-
cessing indoor hospitality premises.  

Regulation 5(2) provides that “for the purpose of paragraph (c) of the definition of “proof of 
immunity” in section 2 of the Act of 1947, the following forms of proof are prescribed:

1. An EU Digital Covid Certificate referred to in Article 3(1)(c) of the Digital Covid Cer-
tificate Regulation;

2. A Covid -19 certificate that has been –

(i)  Issued by a state other than a Member State, and

(ii) Recognised as equivalent to a certificate referred to in subparagraph (a) pursuant to an 
implementing act adopted by the Commission in accordance with Article 3 or Article 8 of the 
Digital Covid Certificate Regulation.”

The ‘Overview Guidance for Reopening’, which can be found on the Fáilte Ireland web-
site provides on page 16 of that document that the process of permitting a person to access in-
door hospitality will include “presentation to the responsible person at the controlled entrance 
of each customers proof of immunity made under the Health (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2021; 
this will include EU Digital Covid Certificate and HSE Covid-19 Vaccination Card”.  The guid-
ance goes on to state that “once confirmed as vaccinated or recovered, a customer is deemed 
eligible for entry”. 

10/11/2021WRO03200Hospital Services

10/11/2021WRO03300233. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a matter 
concerning the National Rehabilitation Hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54941/21]

10/11/2021WRO03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO03500Disabilities Assessments

10/11/2021WRO03600234. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for an as-
sessment for autism will be expedited for a child (details supplied) as a matter of urgency; if a 
timeline will be provided for the provision of the supports required; if full contact details will 
be provided for the HSE officials in this area; if he will request that the health professionals in 
the HSE make immediate contact with the family to set out a course of action for the long-term 
care of the child; the services available to those with autism in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; 
and his views on the waiting lists in relation to same. [54947/21]

10/11/2021WRO03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO03800Health Services
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10/11/2021WRO03900235. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the estimated timeframe for when 
the new outpatient ophthalmology services for the South/South West HSE area currently being 
developed in Ballincollig, County Cork will be fully operational; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54990/21]

10/11/2021WRO04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO04100Health Services

10/11/2021WRO04200236. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if the new outpatient ophthalmol-
ogy services for the South/South West HSE area currently being developed in Ballincollig, 
County Cork will have the capacity to keep up with the ever-increasing demand for ophthalmic 
services in the Cork and Kerry region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54991/21]

10/11/2021WRO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRO04400Health Services

10/11/2021WRO04500237. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if the required funding will be 
made available within the next three months to the South/South West HSE area to enable it to 
fully equip the new outpatient ophthalmology services which are currently being developed in 
Ballincollig, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54992/21]

10/11/2021WRO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRP00200Registration of Births

10/11/2021WRP00300238. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the measures which are 
in place to deal with delays in registering births in an area (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [54994/21]

10/11/2021WRP00400240. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed 
birth registrations currently with his Department or the HSE to be prioritised in an area (details 
supplied); the estimated timeframe for the processing of these registrations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [54996/21]

10/11/2021WRP00500241. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time 
to register a birth in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54997/21]

10/11/2021WRP00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 238, 
240 and 241 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRP00700Civil Registration Service
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10/11/2021WRP00800239. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the attention of his 
Department or the HSE has been drawn to significant difficulties encountered by parents seek-
ing to access civil registration offices by phone; his plans to put additional resources in place to 
address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54995/21]

10/11/2021WRP00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 238.

  Question No. 241 answered with Question No. 238.

10/11/2021WRP01200Hospital Services

10/11/2021WRP01300242. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the times during the pre-
natal, labour, birth and post-partum maternity journey a woman can have her nominated support 
partner with her under current maternity restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54998/21]

10/11/2021WRP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

10/11/2021WRP01500Hospital Services

10/11/2021WRP01600243. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of routine 
ante-natal appointments a woman is offered during pregnancy at present across the 19 maternity 
units; if there is any divergence between units; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[54999/21]

10/11/2021WRP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

10/11/2021WRP01800Hospital Services

10/11/2021WRP01900244. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if an exception will be 
made in the case of a person (details supplied) to have their partner with them for a scan due to 
extenuating circumstances. [55000/21]

10/11/2021WRP02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 245 answered with Question No. 212.

  Question No. 246 answered with Question No. 213.

10/11/2021WRP02300Health Services Staff

10/11/2021WRP02400247. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if student nurses in their fourth-
year internship placements will get an increase in payments of approximately 12.5%, as per the 
proposals set out in the recent review of nurses’ allowance payments; if these increases will 
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be backdated; when they will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55007/21]

10/11/2021WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The longer-term review of matters re-
lated to student nursing, commissioned by my Department, completed by Sean McHugh, and 
published last week, makes a recommendation that the present rate of pay for Student Nurses 
and Midwives on 36-week paid internship placement be changed, with an increase to 80% of 
the first point of the Staff Nurse/Midwife pay scale. 

While work is ongoing to progress Mr Mc Hugh’s specific recommendation, I want to pro-
vide additional financial support to intern students. That is why, in the interim, all student nurses 
and midwives on paid internship placement will be provided with an additional support of €50 
per week of internship placement (a modification of the Pandemic Placement Grant to support 
the educational requirements during their placements, equivalent to 50% of the full Grant). This 
equates to €1,800 over the duration of their paid internship. This will take effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2022, the same date as paid internships for the current academic year are due to begin. This 
proposed interim measure will be put in place while work is underway to develop those detailed 
proposals to give effect to the recommendation relating to intern pay, within the established 
processes to progress pay matters.   

It is important that we support our student nurses and midwives to undertake their clinical 
placements. I am grateful to Mr McHugh for undertaking this important piece of work as it has 
helped my consideration of how we can best support our student nurses and midwives as they 
continue their undergraduate education.

10/11/2021WRP02600Health Services

10/11/2021WRP02700248. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if there are capacity issues for 
services that provide respite services for children such as a service (details supplied); the op-
tions open to families who find themselves in situations in which respite services are needed 
but are full to capacity resulting in significant waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55026/21]

10/11/2021WRP02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRP02900Hospital Facilities

10/11/2021WRP03000249. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if consideration is being given to 
enhancing the role of the injuries unit at Nenagh Hospital in view of the pressure that the emer-
gency department at University Hospital Limerick experiences on a regular basis. [55029/21]

10/11/2021WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

10/11/2021WRP03200General Practitioner Services

10/11/2021WRP03300250. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ners registered as operating in the CHO 3 area in each of the past five years. [55030/21]
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10/11/2021WRP03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRP03500Health Services

10/11/2021WRP03600251. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress being 
made in accordance with the HSE National Service Plan 2021 which commits to providing nine 
additional centre-based respite houses, one in each CHO and 10,400 additional respite nights; 
the number of respite days and respite nights provided in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55064/21]

10/11/2021WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRP03800Primary Care Services

10/11/2021WRP03900252. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the provi-
sion of primary health care in Santry, Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55068/21]

10/11/2021WRP04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

10/11/2021WRQ00200Health Services

10/11/2021WRQ00300253. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure a full palliative 
care programme is put in place for a person (details supplied) without further delay. [55071/21]

10/11/2021WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRQ00500Health Services

10/11/2021WRQ00600254. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health pursuant to the Government 
report, The Trauma System for Ireland, the progress that is being made in developing a com-
prehensive fracture liaison service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55095/21]

10/11/2021WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

10/11/2021WRQ00800Disability Services

10/11/2021WRQ00900255. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies in each 
of the network disability teams in Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55096/21]

10/11/2021WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
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service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRQ01100Ambulance Service

10/11/2021WRQ01200256. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
the shortages of ambulances in south-west County Cork. [55175/21]

10/11/2021WRQ01300257. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the average response time of am-
bulances in west County Cork; the number of ambulances ordinarily based at each location; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55176/21]

10/11/2021WRQ01400258. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of paramedics as-
signed to ambulance services in west County Cork; and the optimum number of paramedics that 
should serve that area. [55177/21]

10/11/2021WRQ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 256 to 
258, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.  

  Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 256.

  Question No. 258 answered with Question No. 256.

10/11/2021WRQ01800Medical Register

10/11/2021WRQ01900259. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking in relation to 
the waiting lists for CORU to register health and social care professionals. [55178/21]

10/11/2021WRQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, CORU is Ire-
land’s multi-profession health and social care regulator. CORU’s role is to protect the public by 
regulating the health and social care professions designated under the Health and Social Care 
Professionals Act 2005 (as amended). The Act seeks to protect the public by providing a system 
of statutory registration for designated health and social care professions. There are two forms 
of application to CORU; applications for the recognition of qualifications received outside the 
State and applications for registration. 

Where a health and social care professional qualifies outside the State and applies to register 
in Ireland, they must apply for the recognition of their qualification. Once a complete file has 
been submitted to CORU, a decision must issue within four months. Currently there is no wait-
ing list for such applications. Nevertheless, CORU continues to innovate to shorten timeframes 
for these applicants.

In respect of applications for registration, CORU has informed my officials that the average 
processing time for an application for registration is 9.2 weeks for new applicants entering a 
profession. This represents an improvement on the previous average of 14 weeks. 

I met with the Chairperson and CEO of CORU earlier this year and raised the issue of time-
frames for recognition of qualifications and registration. Following our discussion, a variety of 
measures have been initiated by CORU aimed at further reducing timeframes.  CORU has in-
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formed my officials of two innovations that will further improve these processes. Firstly, appli-
cations for the recognition of qualifications received outside the State are now accepted for all 
professions through an online application system, which launched this year. Secondly, CORU 
has commenced the contemporaneous processing of recognition and registration applications. 
Once an applicant submits an application for recognition an invitation to initiate a registration 
application to run in parallel is issued. These initiatives, in addition to additional resources I 
have allocated to CORU, are anticipated to further reduce timeframes.

Furthermore, a number of opportunities for innovation and change have been identified by 
CORU, some are already underway, while work is beginning on others. For example work is 
underway to assess alternative approaches to facilitate recognition of EU qualifications which 
would reduce timeframes and CORU has also commenced a project to facilitate the digitisation 
and integration of all registrant related systems. 

My department will continue to support CORU in achieving its strategic vision and improv-
ing timeframes for all applicants into the future.

10/11/2021WRQ02100Medical Register

10/11/2021WRQ02200260. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the rationale for the application 
fees for health and social care professionals registering with CORU. [55179/21]

10/11/2021WRQ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health and Social Care Profession-
als Act 2005 (as amended) seeks to protect the public by providing a system of statutory registra-
tion for designated health and social care professions. The Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council and the Registration Boards it oversees (collectively known as CORU) are governed 
by that Act. The Act provides, amongst other things, that CORU is a legal entity in its own 
right. As such CORU is an independent body, with the power to charge certain fees and has the 
responsibility to ensure that it has the financial capacity to undertake all of its legal obligations.  

The Act intends that the regulation of health and social care professionals be a self-funded 
activity. Consequently, certain fees are charged for registration as a professional and for associ-
ated services on a cost basis. The annual registration fee was set by CORU at €100 and along 
with other fees, is required to enable CORU to carry out its statutory obligations to protect the 
integrity of the practice of the Health and Social Care Professions it regulates and to protect the 
public. This approach to funding professional regulation is mirrored across professions within 
the State and internationally.

10/11/2021WRQ02400Health Services Staff

10/11/2021WRQ02500261. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
the shortage of neurology nurse specialists in the south-west regional centre for neurology. 
[55180/21]

10/11/2021WRQ02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/11/2021WRQ02700Covid-19 Pandemic

10/11/2021WRQ02800262. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the reason persons aged 65 years 
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and over cannot get an EU digital Covid certificate following a positive PCR test for Covid-19, 
when they have natural immunity for at least nine months; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55234/21]

10/11/2021WRQ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): An EU Digital COVID certificate of 
recovery is available from 11 days after a positive PCR test carried out by the HSE, and is valid 
for no more than 180 days after the positive test, as per the EU Regulation. 

Individuals can now fill out an online form to request a certificate of recovery or call the EU 
Digital COVID Certificate helpline directly.

10/11/2021WRQ03000Forestry Sector

10/11/2021WRQ03100263. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the financial supports that will be given to encourage landowners back into forestry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [54789/21]

10/11/2021WRQ03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
pleased to report that this year’s Budget delivered strong support for Forestry with the indica-
tive allocation of over €100m for 2022. 

This funding allows us to continue to fund the establishment of new forests which has been 
highlighted as one of the targets in the recently published Climate Action Plan 2021.  Afforesta-
tion will play an important role for realising our 2030 climate ambition, and is contributing to 
achieving carbon neutrality no later than 2050.

The current Forestry Programme 2014-2020 (extended to end 2022) provides significant 
supports for afforestation and includes 12 different planting categories to promote a good spe-
cies mix and covers 100% of the cost of establishing a forest. 

The scheme also pays an annual premium to the landowner of up to €680 per hectare pay-
able each year for 15 years.

Measures included in the programme  comprise the main Afforestation Scheme (incorporat-
ing Native Woodland Establishment, Agro-Forestry and Forestry for Fibre), as well as a variety 
of support schemes to help forest owners with the management of their forests, including timber 
mobilisation. 

This approach has resulted in over 28,000 hectares of forestry having been planted on pri-
vate lands during the course of the Programme so far.

As the Deputy may be aware, Project Woodland was launched in February this year and one 
of its key objectives is the creation of a shared national vision for forestry and the development 
of a new Forest Strategy for the future of forests in Ireland.  

This includes an extensive and inclusive public consultation, which has been approved by 
the Project Board and will be undertaken as a matter of priority. I would like to invite everybody 
with an interest in forestry in Ireland to actively contribute to this consultation process.  

The measures that will be taken to encourage landowners to consider the planting of forests 
will be discussed as part of this consultation process and the development of the new Forest 
Strategy, which will be the enabler of the next National Forestry Programme, which is due to 
commence in 2023.
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The new Forestry Programme will focus on the importance of climate smart forestry and 
new afforestation will be encouraged in pursuit of commercial, climate, water, and biodiversity 
objectives.

10/11/2021WRQ03300Fishing Industry

10/11/2021WRQ03400264. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Irish 
boats which normally operate in UK waters will face the same trajectory as our French coun-
terparts; if they will require to have a licence from the UK authorities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55006/21]

10/11/2021WRQ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): With-
in the terms of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA), access arrangements are 
set out in Article 500 (1). 

Currently, 358 Irish vessels are licensed by the UK authorities and have been granted an 
authorisation by my Department to fish in the UK’s 12-200 nautical mile zone.  All licensed and 
registered Irish fishing vessels which applied for access to the UK’s 12-200 miles zone have 
been granted a licence by the UK authorities for 2021.   Irish fishing  vessels must hold a UK 
licence and are granted  an access  authorisation by my Department to fish in UK waters.

Under the TCA, access in each others 6-12 miles zones  for both parties has been consid-
erably reduced.  The UK vessels no longer have access to Ireland’s 6-12nm zone in the Irish 
sea.  Subject to relevant track record, UK vessels may be authorised to fish off the south east 
coast from Mine Head to Carnsore Point in the 6-12 miles zone.  The UK vessels have no other 
access to this zone.

The only access Irish vessels have to the UK 6-12 zone is potentially around the Isle of Man 
subject to a relevant track record of fishing in the area.   The records demonstrate that some 
Irish fishing vessels have fished to some degree for herring in the Isle of Man 6-12 miles zone.  

 The Voisinage (or “neighbourhood”) arrangements between Ireland and Northern Ireland 
have provided reciprocal fishing access for more than 50 years. These arrangements have al-
lowed boats from Northern Ireland to fish in coastal waters in Ireland. They have also allowed 
Irish-registered sea-fishing boats access to fish in coastal waters in Northern Ireland.  The Eu-
ropean Commission has confirmed that these arrangements are preserved under the TCA by Ar-
ticle 511 ‘Relationship with other agreements’. The application of the arrangements post-Brexit 
is governed by the Sustainable Management of External Fishing Fleets Regulation (2017/2403). 

My Department has regularly submitted lists of Irish sea-fishing applicant vessels to the Eu-
ropean Commission seeking authorisation for them to fish in the Northern Ireland 0-6 nautical 
mile zone and was informed by the European Commission on 9th July 2021 that the UK au-
thorities had permitted 195 Irish vessels to fish in the UK 0-6 nautical mile zone from 10th July 
2021. My Department continues to review applications from Irish sea-fishing boat owners and 
additional applications are sent to the European Commission at regular intervals. Two hundred 
and three vessels had been licensed by 31st October 2021.

10/11/2021WRQ03600Wildlife Protection

10/11/2021WRQ03700265. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
can restrict the importation of bees from other countries; if not, if he is considering introducing 
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such restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55089/21]

10/11/2021WRQ03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
importation of bees into Ireland is governed by EU legislation.  Member States shall permit the 
entry of the consignment if the legislative requirements are met.  

These EU requirements are reflected in a health certificate that accompanies the consign-
ment.  The health certificate is issued by the competent authority in the country of export after 
a physical inspection of the bees and their packaging has taken place.  

These checks ensure that the bees are healthy and that bees and the packaging do not har-
bour pathogens or parasites that may be harmful to our native bee stocks.  EU rules and the 
requirements therein reflect animal health risks and are important to facilitate intra-community 
trade and trade with third countries which Ireland is dependent on.  

My colleague with responsibility for Horticulture, Minister of State Senator Pippa Hackett, 
met with beekeeping representative organisations and discussed the protection of the Native 
Irish Honey Bee, Apis mellifera mellifera. 

Following this meeting there has been engagement at official level with the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) under the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage on internal measures to protect the native Irish honeybee. This engagement is ongoing.

I recognise the important contribution bees make to agriculture and biodiversity as both pol-
linators and honey producers. 

In this regard, my Department provides a range of supports and initiatives to encourage and 
assist beekeepers and the national beekeeping associations. These supports include funding to 
carry out applied research through the National Apiculture Programme, the Genetic Research 
Grant Aid Scheme, grants to national beekeeping associations and grant aid to fund capital in-
vestments for beekeepers. 

My Department is also a partner in the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021 – 2025 and is a 
member of the All-Ireland Honeybee Strategy Steering Group.

10/11/2021WRQ03900Agriculture Schemes

10/11/2021WRQ04000266. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) can expect to hear the outcome of an appeal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [54792/21]

10/11/2021WRQ04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I in-
form the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. 

I have been informed, however, that an appeal was received by the Agriculture Appeals Of-
fice from the person named and was assigned to an Appeals Officer to determine the appeal.  I 
am further informed that an Oral Hearing was held in relation to this appeal in June 2021.  

Following the oral hearing, the appellant provided further information to the Appeals Of-
ficer which was subsequently provided to my Department for consideration.  

I understand that the Appeals Officer dealing with the appeal will shortly be in contact with 
the person-named regarding the provision of further information to progress the appeal.
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I have been assured that a decision will issue in relation to this appeal as soon as possible 
once all information has been submitted and considered.

10/11/2021WRQ04200Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRQ04300267. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total amount spent by his Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of adver-
tisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54901/21]

10/11/2021WRQ04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
information requested by the Deputy is being collated by the Department and a reply will be 
forwarded within 10 working days.

10/11/2021WRR00200Horse Racing Industry

10/11/2021WRR00300268. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to provide financial support to horse and pony racing associations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [54926/21]

10/11/2021WRR00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse 
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound 
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development 
of the horse racing industry. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for HRI and I have requested my 
officials to refer the question to them for direct reply.

10/11/2021WRR00500Horse Racing Industry

10/11/2021WRR00600269. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sup-
ports that have been made available to the horse and pony racing sector in response to financial 
burdens they have borne resulting from the ongoing pandemic; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55032/21]

10/11/2021WRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse 
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound 
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development 
of the horse racing industry. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for HRI and I have requested my 
officials to refer the question to them for direct reply.

10/11/2021WRR00800Horse Racing Industry

10/11/2021WRR00900270. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will meet with representatives of a sector (details supplied) to discuss supports for the sector 
arising from financial hardships borne resulting from the ongoing pandemic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55033/21]
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10/11/2021WRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse 
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound 
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development 
of the horse racing industry. 

I have asked my officials to explore the relevant issues with the agency in question in the 
first instance.

10/11/2021WRR01100Farm Inspections

10/11/2021WRR01200271. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 777 of 15 September 2021 in relation to control reports, if he 
will provide persons (details supplied) with the control reports related to inspections carried 
out on their commonage, undertaken in 2010 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55054/21]

10/11/2021WRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
requested information has previously been provided by the Department to a number of the 
named individuals and it can be provided directly to the other named individuals if they make 
a request to the Integrated Controls Division of the Department. 

10/11/2021WRR01400Grant Payments

10/11/2021WRR01500272. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter for a person (details supplied) regarding organic payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55060/21]

10/11/2021WRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named above is an applicant in the Department’s Organic Farming Scheme (OFS) with 
a contract start date of 1st January 2019.

When processing an Organic Farming Scheme payment, the reference area is used to cal-
culate the payment due.  Where the claimed area is greater than the reference area, a reduction 
and/or a penalty may apply.

The determined area is the area of Organic land, less land that receives a payment under the 
Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme.  This information is supplied from the partici-
pants annual submission under the Basic Payment Scheme.  

In 2019, the organic area claimed by the person named was 39.2 hectares.  The determined 
area, or reference area for 2019 is 36.85 hectares. The reference area of a land parcel excludes 
all ineligible items such as farm roads, trees, streams and scrub.  

In accordance with the governing scheme conditions, where a percentage overclaim is great-
er than two hectares or 3% but not more than 20% of the area determined, a penalty will apply.

The organic claimed area in this instance was greater than the determined area by 6.38%. 
This has resulted in an area reduction and a penalty being applied to the payment. A letter will 
issue this week to the person named above giving the opportunity to appeal the original decision 
and to clarify the reason for the reduction.
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10/11/2021WRR01700Common Agricultural Policy

10/11/2021WRR01800273. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number and percentage of farmers in each county that will be better off with a 100% conver-
gence option versus the 85% convergence option being proposed by him under the new CAP; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55062/21]

10/11/2021WRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Con-
vergence will be a mandatory provision in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) commenc-
ing in 2023. Member States are required to ensure that, by 2026, all payment entitlements reach 
a minimum convergence level of 85%, creating a more levelled distribution of payments.  

Member States will also be required to set a maximum value of individual payment entitle-
ments. The funding mechanism will be similar to the current system where payment entitle-
ments with values above the average are reduced to fund convergence.

Table 1 illustrates the number and percentage of farmers in each county that would be com-
paratively better off with a 100% convergence option versus the 85% convergence option.

Table 1: The number and percentage of farmers in each County that would be com-
paratively better off with a 100% convergence option versus the 85% convergence option.

County  Number of Farmers better 
off with 100% convergence*  

Percentage of farmers better 
off with 100% convergence* 

CARLOW 570   35.96%
CAVAN 2,786   59.71%
CLARE 3,987   67.76%
CORK 5,626   44.50%
DONEGAL 6,505   80.03%
DUBLIN 350   58.33%
GALWAY 7,204   62.11%
KERRY 5,462   72.93%
KILDARE 956   47.42%
KILKENNY 1,168   35.46%
LAOIS 1,142   39.92%
LEITRIM 2,817   85.36%
LIMERICK 2,974   60.20%
LONGFORD 1,300   56.37%
LOUTH 657   45.37%
MAYO 8,019   72.08%
MEATH 1,696   45.55%
MONAGHAN 1,907   48.72%
OFFALY 1,573   53.94%
ROSCOMMON 3,514   63.71%
SLIGO 2,894   76.00%
TIPPERARY 2,969   44.16%
WATERFORD 987   42.14%
WESTMEATH 1,660   57.34%
WEXFORD 1,387   35.18%
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County  Number of Farmers better 
off with 100% convergence*  

Percentage of farmers better 
off with 100% convergence* 

WICKLOW 1,143   54.98%
Grand Total 71,253   58.53%
*The data is a Year 1 comparison only (2023) with BISS Capped. 

To demonstrate the potential effects of the Direct Payment components, such as conver-
gence, it was necessary to identify a cross-sectional sample population of farmers for modelling 
purposes. The data is based on 2020 land position and 2021 entitlements. 

 The figures in Table 1 are modelling predictions of the expected landscape in 2023 and it is 
very important that the Deputy should note the following:

- Farmers are included in the “better off” category if they benefit by as little as €0.01 and as 
such the comparative monetary differences vary significantly between farmers. 

- Payment entitlements are a monetary asset and are transferable between farmers via sale, 
lease, gift, inheritance etc. As such, transfer of entitlements routinely occurs across county 
borders. 

- A Farmer’s payment position may well  change in the scheme Year 2023 based on trading 
of entitlements. 

Finally, the Direct Payments system is a layered or composite structure with interacting 
component parts. Moving funds into one scheme will mean reducing the funding available for 
another. All elements under the Direct Payments ceiling including convergence are inextricably 
linked and it is challenging to examine them in isolation. 

My Department continues to engage with farmers and our EU colleagues in analysing the 
effects of all the proposed changes, including changes to convergence. The outcome of these 
continued discussions and the results of these analyses assist the decision-making process on 
the implementation of new CAP regulations in Ireland.

10/11/2021WRR02000Fisheries Protection

10/11/2021WRR02100274. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the major fish kill of farmed salmon in west County Cork including the threat to wild 
salmon (details supplied). [55167/21]

10/11/2021WRR02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): On 
29th October my Department received notification of elevated/exceptional mortalities at a 
salmon farm in Bantry Bay. My Department, in conjunction with the Marine Institute, is exam-
ining the matter as a priority. I can confirm that a Veterinary Inspector has visited the site and 
samples were taken from live / moribund fish and are under investigation.  Pending completion 
of my Department’s examination it would not be appropriate to comment further.

10/11/2021WRR02300Animal Welfare

10/11/2021WRR02400275. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking in response to the inspectorate team report from an organisation (details sup-
plied) examining animal cruelty. [55168/21]
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10/11/2021WRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wel-
come the statistics published on the ISPCA’s website, which are a testament to the organisa-
tion’s valuable work in the protection of welfare of animals throughout Ireland. 

As the largest animal welfare organisation in the country, the ISPCA has always played an 
important role in protecting animal welfare nationally and has a long-standing, good relation-
ship with my Department. 

The ISPCA has a strong record in rescuing, rehabilitating and re-homing animals and is to 
the forefront in educating and heightening public awareness on how best to care for animals.  

The ISPCA’s authorised officers play a vital role in implementing the Animal Health and 
Welfare Act 2013, delivering on the Programme for Government commitment to robust en-
forcement. 

Indeed, the ongoing co-operation between my Department, the ISPCA, local authorities, 
Customs and An Garda Síochána has contributed significantly in cases where animal welfare is 
compromised. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that animal welfare is a high priority for my Department 
and considerable resources and funding are provided to address the issue. 

The Programme for Government  contains an undertaking to provide additional funding in 
support of animal welfare in the coming years to which I am fully committed. 

In recognition of the important role played by the many organisations safeguarding animals 
throughout the country,  in December 2020 I announced record funding of €3.2 million for 101 
eligible animal welfare organisations. Of this, I was pleased to award €535,000 to the ISPCA, 
in addition to the contributions of €504,500 to the 19 affiliate organisations, bringing the to-
tal 2020 allocation to ISPCA and its affiliates to €1,039,500.  This exchequer funding helps the 
ISPCA to continue its excellent work countrywide.  

10/11/2021WRR02600Departmental Advertising

10/11/2021WRR02700276. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
total amount spent by her Department on advertisements, including traditional forms of adver-
tisement and online advertising, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2021. [54914/21]

10/11/2021WRR02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
details of expenditure on advertising for my Department from its first full financial year in 2018 
(following its establishment in July 2017) and in the year to-date, are set out hereunder.

2018 2019 2020 2021 
€13,790 €19,813 €6,196 €4,796 

10/11/2021WRR02900Rural Schemes

10/11/2021WRR03000277. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when Leader funding that has been awarded will be paid to a centre (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55094/21]

10/11/2021WRR03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
LEADER programme is a key intervention implemented by my Department which will help to 
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underpin the Government’s rural development goals as outlined in Our Rural Future.

LEADER is administered by 29 Local Action Groups (LAGs) which deliver funding in ac-
cordance with Local Development Strategies that have been agreed for each LAG area. Each 
LAG has been given a funding allocation for the duration of the programme. Project applica-
tions are made to, and approved by, the relevant LAG in each LEADER area.

Payment claims are submitted to my Department by the LAGs when projects are up and 
running and have incurred expenditure. The approved works must be completed by the project 
promoter prior to any phased or final payments being made.

With regard to the project referred to by the Deputy, I understand that the project is still 
under construction and that the promoters have received payment in respect of three claims 
submitted. A fourth claim for payment was recently submitted by the promoter and is currently 
under review by the relevant Local Action Group with a view to payment once all the appropri-
ate regulatory administrative checks have been successfully completed.


