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Questions Nos. 1 to 20, inclusive, answered orally.

29/09/2021WRA00400Cross-Border Co-operation

29/09/2021WRA0050021. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the 
shared island unit of his Department. [43737/21]

29/09/2021WRA00600The Taoiseach: The Government’s Shared Island initiative is working to harness the full 
potential of the Good Friday Agreement to enhance cooperation, connection and mutual under-
standing on the island, engaging with all communities and traditions to build consensus around 
a shared future. 

I established a Shared Island unit in my Department to act as a driver and coordinator of this 
whole of Government initiative.

In Budget 2021, the Government established the Shared Island Fund, committing €500m in 
capital funding out to 2025, ring-fenced for investment in North/South projects. 

The Government has made a number of allocations from the Fund over the last year, to sup-
port delivery of our commitments and objectives on a Shared Island, set out in the Programme 
for Government. Progress includes:
  - The launch in April of Phase 2 of the Ulster Canal restoration and commencement of development work on Phase 3, enabled by an allocation of €7 million from the Shared Island Fund and €5.8 million from the Rural Regeneration Development Fund; 
  - The launch in April of the all-island strategic rail review jointly by the Minister for Transport and the Northern Ireland Minister for Infrastructure; 
  - In June, I was joined by the Northern Ireland Minister for Infrastructure, Nichola Mallon, as I announced €3m in funding from the Shared Island Fund to progress the Narrow Water Bridge to tender stage; and,
  - In July, I and the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science announced the new North-South Research programme, with Government investing €40 million from the Shared Island Fund over five years, to support the deepening of links between higher education institutions, researchers and research communities on the island. 

  The Government will continue to develop investment, policy and cooperation initiatives 
that enhance our shared island. The reviewed National Development Plan, to be published 
shortly, will set out a new level of ambition for collaborative cross-border investment out to 
2030 with the goal of building a more connected, sustainable, and prosperous shared island for 
all.

To support the Government’s agenda for cooperation and connection on the island, the 
Shared Island unit in my Department has commissioned a comprehensive research programme, 
working with the ESRI, the National Economic and Social Council, the Irish Research Coun-
cil and other partners. Research will be published in the final quarter of this year and through 
2022, focused on opportunities to deepen cooperation across a range of economic, social and 
environmental domains.

In July, at the Labour Employer Economic Forum it was agreed to commence a workstream 
on Shared Island issues of interest for trade unions and employers within LEEFs remit of eco-
nomic and employment issues relevant to the labour market.

Finally, I initiated the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster inclusive civic dialogue, that 
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engages all communities on the island, on our shared future. 

I addressed the first Shared Island Dialogue with young people in November. Dialogues 
on Climate and Environment; Civil Society engagement; Equality; Economic recovery on the 
island; and Health have been held this year, with participation by Government Ministers. 

The next Dialogue is on the future of Education on the island, taking place on 1 October 
with Ministerial participation and over 100 education stakeholders from North and South. 

The Dialogues are bringing together more than 1,000 civic representatives this year in dif-
ferent sectors and across all regions, communities and traditions, to discuss how we work to-
gether for a shared future on this island, underpinned by the Good Friday Agreement. 

Questions Nos. 22 to 24, inclusive, resubmitted.

29/09/2021WRA00800Taoiseach’s Communications

29/09/2021WRA0090025. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his most recent dis-
cussions with the UK Prime Minister. [43738/21]

29/09/2021WRA01000The Taoiseach: I spoke by telephone with Prime Minister Johnson on 20th July, in light of 
the cancellation of our meeting planned for the previous day, for COVID reasons.

We discussed the Northern Ireland Protocol and I stressed the importance of utilising the 
EU-UK framework for issues related to the Protocol. The EU has consistently said it is ready to 
find flexible, practical approaches to address the difficulties citizens and businesses in Northern 
Ireland are experiencing as regards the implementation of the Protocol.

However, any solutions must take place within the framework of the Protocol and the prin-
ciples that underpin it.

We also exchanged views on the Covid-19 situation, especially in regard to the Delta vari-
ant.

I also raised legacy issues, including serious concerns at the British Government’s propos-
als and the impact they would have on victims and families. I emphasised that there can be no 
pre-determined outcome to the consultation process currently underway.

We both looked forward to an opportunity to meet in person in the future.

Previously, I met with Prime Minister Boris Johnson in Chequers on Friday 14th May.

On that occasion, our discussions focused on ways our two Governments can continue to 
work together to support all the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement and promote peace 
and prosperity on both a North/South and East/West basis. We also discussed issues around 
implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol.

The Prime Minister and I spoke about legacy issues, and of how best to secure progress and 
answers for the many families who have been pursuing truth and justice now for far too many 
years.

I was clear with the Prime Minister that every family bereaved in the conflict should have 
access to an effective investigation and to a process of justice, regardless of the perpetrator.

The Stormont House Agreement framework allows for the crucial elements we need – in-
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vestigations, truth recovery, oral history, reconciliation and acknowledgement.

Questions Nos. 26 to 28, inclusive, resubmitted.

29/09/2021WRA01200Cabinet Committees

29/09/2021WRA0130029. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on Europe last 
met; and when it will next meet. [43758/21]

29/09/2021WRA01400The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Europe oversees implementation of Programme 
for Government commitments in relation to the European Union and related issues.

It generally meets in advance of a meeting of the European Council.

It last met on 22 March 2021, in advance of the meeting by videoconference of the Members 
of the European Council on 25 March.

Previous meetings of the Cabinet Committee on Europe took place on 16 July 2020, 8 Oc-
tober 2020 & 8 December 2020.  It will continue to meet as appropriate, including to discuss 
issues on the agenda of the European Council.

It is planned to hold the next meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Europe in October, in 
advance of the European Council meeting scheduled to take place in Brussels on 21/22 October 
2021.

Questions Nos. 30 to 38, inclusive, resubmitted.

29/09/2021WRA01600Cabinet Committees

29/09/2021WRA0170039. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee that 
deals with transport will next meet. [43763/21]

29/09/2021WRA0180040. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee that deals with 
transport will next meet. [43766/21]

29/09/2021WRA0190041. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee that deals with 
transport will next meet. [43769/21]

29/09/2021WRA02000The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 39 to 41, inclusive, together.

There is not a dedicated Cabinet Committee that deals with transport, rather transport re-
lated matters are discussed in a number of Cabinet Committees as appropriate. 

This occurs most usually at the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Investment 
and the Cabinet Committee on the Environment and Climate Change. 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Investment last met on 16 September 
2021, and is scheduled to meet again on 30 September 2021. The Cabinet Committee on the En-
vironment and Climate Change last met on 1 July 2021 and will next meet in the coming weeks.

29/09/2021WRA02100Cabinet Committees
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29/09/2021WRA0220042. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on climate will 
next meet. [43768/21]

29/09/2021WRA02300The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on the Environment and Climate Change last met 
on 1 July 2021 and will meet again in the coming weeks. 

This Cabinet Committee oversees the implementation of the ambitious Programme for Gov-
ernment commitments in relation to the environment and climate change.

These commitments include those reflected in the Climate Action and Low Carbon Devel-
opment (Amendment) Act 2021, which was enacted in July.

The Committee also oversees implementation of the Climate Action Plan 2019 and the In-
terim Climate Actions for 2021, as well as the preparation of the forthcoming Climate Action 
Plan 2021.

Questions Nos. 43 to 48, inclusive, resubmitted.

29/09/2021WRA02500Brexit Issues

29/09/2021WRA0260049. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engage-
ment with the European Commission Vice President, providing an update on the protocol. 
[43787/21]

29/09/2021WRA02700The Taoiseach: In advance of his visit to Northern Ireland, I met with Commission Vice 
President Maroš Šefčovič for a working dinner in Government Buildings on 8 September.

We had a very good exchange and I warmly welcomed in particular VP Šefčovič’s planned 
engagement with political, civil society and business representatives in Northern Ireland. 

His openness to engage demonstrated the EU’s wish to hear and understand the concerns of 
the people on the ground.

I expressed my support of Vice President Šefčovič and of his approach of exploring every 
flexibility possible within the Protocol to make it work as well as possible for businesses and 
citizens.

Questions Nos. 50 to 60, inclusive, resubmitted.

29/09/2021WRB00200Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRB0030061. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Taoiseach the total spend on external contractors, 
consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46935/21]

29/09/2021WRB00400The Taoiseach: The total expenditure on external contractors and outsourcing for my De-
partment was €543,161.31 in 2018 and €389,863.51 in 2019. There was no expenditure on 
consultancy services in this period.

This expenditure is for a wide range of services including foreign travel management ser-
vices; IT support providers; managed print services and cleaning services.

My Department liaises closely with the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) on all 
matters related to public procurement and avails of OGP framework agreements, where ap-
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propriate, when engaging external contractors. All areas of expenditure are monitored on an 
ongoing basis to ensure that value for money is being achieved.

29/09/2021WRB00500Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRB0060062. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 
2018 and 2019. [46924/21]

29/09/2021WRB00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand that the Deputy has clarified that she is seeking details of the total amount 
spent by my Department on external consultancy contracts and legal services in the years in 
question. 

In 2018, the total spent on external consultancy contracts in the Department was €1,112,563. 
The total spent on external legal services was €1,419,612.

In 2019 the total spent on external consultancy services was €902,646. The total spent on 
legal services was €1,679,625.

29/09/2021WRB00800Work Permits

29/09/2021WRB0090063. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the measures being taken to increase numbers of employment permits for qualified HGV 
drivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47019/21]

29/09/2021WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The State’s employment permit system is designed to supplement Ireland’s 
skills and labour supply over the short to medium term by allowing enterprises to recruit na-
tionals from outside the EEA, where such skills or expertise cannot be sourced from within the 
EEA at that time. The system is, by design, vacancy led and managed through the operation of 
the critical skills and ineligible occupation lists. These lists are subject to twice yearly evidence-
based review, taking account of labour market research, a public consultation and contextual 
issues such as Brexit and Covid 19.

With effect from 2017, the occupation of heavy goods vehicle (HGV) driver has been eli-
gible for a General Employment Permit, subject to a quota initially of 120 employment permits. 
In January 2020, this quota was increased to 320 in anticipation of the impact of Brexit on the 
sector and evidence of EEA-wide labour shortages. To date ,175 employment permits have is-
sued to HGV drivers, leaving 145 permits remaining and available.

My Department, working with the Department of Transport is keeping this matter under 
review. A review of the Occupation Lists is currently underway, with submissions received, 
including submissions from the HGV sector, under consideration. It is expected that the current 
review will be finalised in the coming weeks.

29/09/2021WRB01100Work Permits

29/09/2021WRB0120064. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the immediate efforts that are being made to fast-track the employment permits 
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for the meat processing industry and the pig slaughtering plants in particular to avoid the  im-
minent crisis facing the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47043/21]

29/09/2021WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The employment permits system is designed to facilitate the entry of appro-
priately skilled non-EEA nationals to fill skills and/or labour shortages, in circumstances where 
there are no suitably qualified Irish/EEA nationals available to undertake the work and that the 
shortage is a genuine one. 

In order to maintain the relevance of these lists of occupations to the needs of the economy 
and to ensure the employment permits system is aligned with current labour market intelligence, 
these lists undergo twice-yearly evidence-based reviews which are guided by research under-
taken by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), the Skills and the Labour Market 
Research Unit (SLMRU), SOLAS and involves public/stakeholder consultation.  Account is 
taken of education outputs, sectoral upskilling and training initiatives and known contextual 
factors such as Brexit and, in the current context, COVID-19 and their impact on the labour 
market. Consideration is also taken of the views of the Economic Migration Interdepartmental 
Group, chaired by the Department and of the relevant policy Departments.

In May 2018, a pilot quota-based scheme was introduced to remove certain agri-food oc-
cupations from the ineligible occupations list. The scheme provided for 2,500 General Employ-
ment Permits for the meat processing industry, 500 for horticulture and 150 for the dairy sector 
to address the immediate needs of the sectors in sourcing labour. In addition, a quota of 300 
permits was granted in respect of meat deboners. To date this pilot scheme has proved very suc-
cessful for a range of employers in the sector. All quotas expired in December 2019. 

A review is currently underway with 26 submissions received, including from the meat and 
pig processing sectors, under consideration. It is expected that the review will be finalised in 
early Autumn.

29/09/2021WRB01400Energy Conservation

29/09/2021WRB0150065. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his plans to address the fact that there are no approved insulation products under 
the warmer homes scheme to retrofit brick and stone-built houses; if the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland can identify suitable insulation products that can be included in the scheme 
so that qualifying residents of brick and stone-built houses can benefit from the scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46886/21]

29/09/2021WRB01600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range of energy ef-
ficiency measures free of charge to lower income households vulnerable to energy poverty.  A 
range of home energy improvements can be funded under this scheme. The upgrades that are 
recommended for any given property depend on many factors including the age, size, type and 
condition of the property.

In line with the Scheme guidelines and technical guidance, the Warmer Homes Scheme does 
not support insulation works on homes older than 1940, traditional or older buildings, specifi-
cally stone, random rubble and single-leaf brick walls.  There are currently no plans to change 
this criteria.  However, the matter will be kept under review in the context of the development of 
new guidance for the retrofitting traditional buildings which are being prepared by the Depart-
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ment of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 

29/09/2021WRB01700Inland Fisheries

29/09/2021WRB0180066. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the development of a new policy and regulatory framework for inland 
fisheries in Ireland; the way that stakeholders and the wider public will be involved in develop-
ing this framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46904/21]

29/09/2021WRB01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
A range of draft policy papers is currently being prepared in my Department to feed into the 
goal of building  a new modern policy framework for the inland fisheries sector with a focus on 
conservation.  All of the draft papers will be subject to full public consultation and stakeholder 
engagement.

Consultation and contribution arrangements are set out at the following link: www.gov.ie/
en/publication/17099-towards-a-policy-framework-for-inland-fisheries-in-ireland-a-roadmap/  

29/09/2021WRB02000Broadband Infrastructure

29/09/2021WRB0210067. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications when a community (details supplied) in County Kildare will receive fibre broadband 
considering it is passing within 500 metres of their road and is in use by their neighbours. 
[46917/21]

29/09/2021WRB02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The Question refers to an area located in the AMBER area on 
the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my De-
partment’s website www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served 
by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 17 September, over 257,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys are complete or underway in County 
Kildare in Killashee, Oughterard, Naas Rural, Rathmore, Kill, Kilteel, Carnalway, Gilltown, 
Ballymore Eustace, Bodenstown, Naas Urban, Newtown, Donaghcumper, Athy, Coneyboro, 
Aughaboura, Ballinapark, Castlemitchell, Bert, Kilberry, Kilkea, Leixlip, Celbridge and May-
nooth. Areas which are close to the Wicklow border have commenced build works as part of the 
Blessington Deployment Area.

Further details are available on specific areas within County Kildare through the NBI web-
site which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their in-
terest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals 
who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering 
the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. NBI has a 
dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific 
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queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 17 
September, 373 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service 
will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the De-
partment of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Depart-
ment of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are connected at Crookstown Further Education 
and Training and Community Centre (4.8km from premises), Bigstone Community Hall, and 
Lullymore Heritage Park. Further details can be found at nbi.ie/bcp-map/. 

Saint David’s National School, Piper’s Hill Campus, and Rathmore National School have 
been installed by NBI for educational access. My Department continues to work with the De-
partment of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Interven-
tion Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect 
of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 primary 
schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery 
timeframe of 2026.  Further details are available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-
list/. 

29/09/2021WRB02300Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRB0240068. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing 
in 2018 and 2019. [46925/21]

29/09/2021WRB02500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Department is responsible for a diverse range of functions covering the communications, 
climate action, environment, energy and natural resources sectors and the procurement of spe-
cialist services is necessary to support the delivery of policies and programmes in these areas. 
In 2018 and 2019 expenditure by my Department on external services amounted to €55.4m as 
shown in the following table.     

2018 2019 Total
€27,174,434 €28,187,442 €55,361,876
A more detailed breakdown is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 

as possible.

29/09/2021WRB02600Waste Management

29/09/2021WRB0270069. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will advise on requirements for commercial waste companies to offer compost 
bins to customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47051/21]

29/09/2021WRB02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Under the European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-
waste) Regulations 2015, household waste collectors are required to provide, or arrange for the 
provision of, a separate collection service for food waste for all households situated in popula-
tion agglomerations of greater than 500 persons.

The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy, published in September 2020, contains some 
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200 measures which will be delivered on a phased basis over the 5 year lifetime of the Plan, 
including a number of specific measures which will support the expansion of the brown bin 
service to all households in the State, including:

- Continuing to commit resources nationally to the prevention of food waste and to the regu-
lation of optimal food waste collection and treatment practices;

- Making the provision of an organic waste bin mandatory as part of a waste collection ser-
vice for all households; 

- Through changes to waste collection permits, and working with the Local Authority sector, 
ensuring that every householder and business has access to a reliable, clean and sustainable way 
of managing food waste;

- Working to improve waste segregation in the commercial sector, including an awareness 
campaign and enforcement actions requiring segregated bins and incentivised charging to en-
sure waste minimisation and proper segregation;

- Using National Waste Collection Permit Office and other ‘brown bin’ data to develop strat-
egies and investigate how new technology can support greater usage.

My officials have already commenced the process of engaging with the key stakeholders, 
including the waste collection industry, with a view to delivering on these commitments in as 
short a time frame as possible. Part of the work will ensure that delivery of the national rollout 
of organic bins is consistent with other measures in the Waste Action Plan.

29/09/2021WRB02900Data Centres

29/09/2021WRB0300070. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if there has been a review of the use of data centres particularly with regard to the 
protection of electricity supplies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47053/21]

29/09/2021WRB03100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Firstly, responsibility for water supply lies with the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage.

In respect of electricity supplies, earlier this year, EirGrid carried out a public consultation 
on ‘Shaping our Electricity Future’. The aim is to make the electricity grid stronger and more 
flexible so that it can carry significantly more renewable generation as well as meeting increas-
ing demand from high volume energy users such as data centres. This may include potential 
geographic restrictions or incentives to locate large demand customers closer to the generation 
of power, potentially giving a more regional balance of locations. Publication of the outcome of 
the consultation is expected this year.

In addition, in June 2021, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) published a 
proposed Direction to the electricity system operators related to Data Centre grid connection, 
for consultation. This included a number of options for managing data centre connection de-
mand. A final decision will be issued by the Regulator in due course.

29/09/2021WRB03200Coast Guard Service

29/09/2021WRB0330071. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport the up-to-date position regard-
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ing a project (details supplied); the status of this project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46855/21]

29/09/2021WRB03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Irish Coast Guard Building Programme is managed by the Office of Public Works and funded 
by my Department. The proposed Coast Guard Station for Westport is number 2 on the priority 
list for this programme.

The OPW and Mayo County Council are in the final stages of transferring the site. Provi-
sions are currently underway to remove all  boats in order to obtain vacant possession.

The tendering process is at the post tender assessment phase and it is hoped that the contract 
will be awarded during Q4 of this year.

29/09/2021WRB03500Road Signage

29/09/2021WRB0360072. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider erecting two 
new signs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46885/21]

29/09/2021WRB03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Under section 19 of the Roads Acts, as 
amended, TII in conjunction with the relevant Road Authority manages the provision of signage 
on national routes.   

Section 95 of the Road Traffic Act 1961 provides for the Minister for Transport to stipulate 
the type and composition of traffic signs.  Under this legislation the Department publishes a 
Traffic Signs Manual. This Manual sets out what should be included on road signs and the cir-
cumstances in which they should be provided.  There is a limit to the number of destinations 
that can be accommodated on any road sign to convey information effectively to road users and 
the adoption of a consistent approach to the design and provision of road signs is considered 
important from a road safety point of view to reduce the potential for distracting drivers.  

All directional road signage, including signs on national routes,  should comply with the 
Traffic Signs Manual. There are no plans to amend the Traffic Signs Manual to require Road 
Authorities to provide additional destinations on directional signs at junctions.

29/09/2021WRB03800Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRB0390073. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Transport the total spend on external 
contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46937/21]

29/09/2021WRB04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In keeping with our transparency objec-
tives, my Department has published details of expenditure on external services (including con-
tractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing for 2018 and for 2019 on its website in full 
at www.gov.ie/en/collection/30ae9c-expenditure-on-external-services/. 

29/09/2021WRB04100Electric Vehicles

29/09/2021WRB0420074. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if an electric taxi must be 
bought within three months of the approval of the eSPSV grant; if this means that a taxi driver 
who applies for a grant and experiences delivery delays, this could result in him or her losing 
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the eligibility for a grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47004/21]

29/09/2021WRB04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The aim of the Electric Small Public 
Service Vehicle (eSPSV) Grant Scheme 2021 is to increase the uptake of fully electric SPSVs 
and zero-emission capable wheelchair accessible SPSVs. It is aimed at improving air quality in 
urban areas, together with influencing the uptake of zero emission passenger cars by improv-
ing general perception and awareness of the benefits of electric vehicles. The SPSV industry is 
regarded as a champion in the normalisation of electric vehicle use. The Scheme is funded by 
the Department and administered by NTA acting as agents of the Department with delegated 
authority and as the licensing authority for SPSVs.

Per the Terms and Conditions of the eSPSV Grant Scheme 2021 any Grant Offer Letter is-
sued to an applicant is valid until the earliest of three calendar months from the date of the Grant 
Offer Letter, the Scheme End date or 31 December 2021. The three calendar month period has 
been selected to allow reasonable time for vehicle delivery and completion of the vehicle li-
censing process.  

Where evidence of vehicle delivery delay is provided by an applicant, consideration will 
be given to extending the Grant Offer Letter validity period subject to the extension period not 
exceeding the Scheme End date or 31 December 2021.

Haulage Industry

29/09/2021WRB0435075. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport the status of the request by him 
to the Logistics and Supply Chain Skills Group to examine the issue of driver shortages in the 
haulage sector and to make recommendations as to actions that can be taken by the State and  
industry to improve  the supply of qualified drivers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [47012/21]

29/09/2021WRB04375Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) 
(Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The National Logistics and Supply Chain Skills Group is 
chaired by my Department and has been working on this issue since the Group was established 
in 2019. In July I asked the Group to examine the HGV driver shortage issue and to make rec-
ommendations as a matter of urgency. All relevant Departments and agencies, as well as the 
haulage and logistics sector, are represented on the Group. 

A detailed discussion paper was circulated to the Group in August and a number of submis-
sions received. The Group met last on 8 September to discuss the matter. My Department is 
currently considering the submissions received and I expect to receive the report shortly.

29/09/2021WRB04400Pesticide Use

29/09/2021WRB0450076. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding the 
use of chemical pesticide weed killers to clear rail tracks; if he will investigate this policy and 
consider the use of alternative methods of weed removal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47108/21]

29/09/2021WRB04600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operation and maintenance of public transport infrastructure. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
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Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

29/09/2021WRB04700Driver Licences

29/09/2021WRB0480077. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport the status of a request for 
information from the National Driver Licence Service (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47140/21]

29/09/2021WRB04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) is provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA). I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the RSA for direct reply. If he has not heard from them 
in 10 working days I would ask that he contact my office directly.

29/09/2021WRB05000Driver Test

29/09/2021WRB0510078. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if a driving test can be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47154/21]

29/09/2021WRB05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of the 
Driving Test. The protocol for scheduling appointments is an operational matter for the Road 
Safety Authority.

This question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

29/09/2021WRB05300Road Projects

29/09/2021WRB0540079. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if the further development of 
a route (details supplied) will take place in preparation for upgrading under the next National 
Development Plan, which is essential for economic development in the central Border area; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [47181/21]

29/09/2021WRB05500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Proposals to deliver an upgraded East-
West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, involve linking elements of the national 
road network and regional roads along as direct a route as possible. Essentially the route in-
volves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes from Dundalk to Cavan and on na-
tional routes from Cavan to Sligo. 

As regards the regional road aspect of the proposal, the improvement and maintenance of re-
gional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the 
regional road element of the project to preliminary design.  
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As indicated previously, the Department is currently liaising with the Council in relation 
to carrying out a risk based analysis for the route between Dundalk and Cavan. The analysis is 
expected to be completed in 2021. Future options in relation to the scheme will then be consid-
ered.

As regards the national road element of an east-west link, I have referred the question to 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland for a direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

29/09/2021WRB05600Greenways Provision

29/09/2021WRB0570080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the efforts currently being 
made to approve and install only gates that allow universal access to persons with disabilities 
and users of non-standard bikes by specifying access for bicycle vehicles in accordance with 
the UK LTN 1/2020 Cycle Infrastructure Design along popular greenways and prominent cycle 
routes throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47188/21]

29/09/2021WRB05800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have overall 
responsibility for setting Guidelines for the Construction and Maintenance of Road infrastruc-
ture, including for Greenways and Active Travel.  Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) have 
certain powers for National Roads and the National Transport Authority (NTA) have certain 
powers for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) in relation to traffic and public transport. 

As part of the increased rollout of such infrastructure I have convened a group to oversee 
and co-ordinate overall guidelines and standards.  This includes work under way by my Depart-
ment in relation to the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) and the Traffic 
Signs Manual, by the NTA in relation to the National Cycle Manual and the TII in respect of 
Greenways.  It should be noted that a review of the National Cycle Manual is being undertaken 
by the NTA and that the revised document will incorporate/reference all relevant cycle design 
standards for both urban and rural areas.  This group will engage with stakeholders as part of 
it work. 

A specific element of the work of the oversight group is a request, by me, to examine the 
issue of access controls on Greenways and other Cycle Infrastructure. I will pass on the sugges-
tion to consider the UK guidelines in this regard to the group.  It is my aim to provide Universal 
Access to Greenways and thus to ensure that people on wheelchairs, people on all types of 
bicycles as well as people with buggies can access the great outdoor amenity that Greenways 
provide.

29/09/2021WRB05900Customs and Excise

29/09/2021WRB0600081. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will investigate issues arising 
between An Post and the Revenue Commissioners related to the calculation and collection of 
VAT and duties on parcels; the steps he will take to establish a clear process for handling such 
issues that avoids parcels being returned to the originator; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46908/21]

29/09/2021WRB06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that across 
the European Union electronic customs import declarations are now required for all parcels/
packages coming from non-EU countries including those coming through the postal system 
regardless of the value of the goods being sent. This includes parcels/packages coming from 
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the UK. While goods valued at less than €150 may not be liable to a customs duty charge, since 
July 1st all goods imported to the Union, regardless of their value, are liable to VAT. It is im-
portant to emphasise that the rules apply to all non-EU country imports by economic operators 
in Ireland whether postal authority or otherwise. This is important in terms of ensuring a level 
competitive playing field between all economic operators. It is important to note that without a 
customs declaration, goods cannot be imported in compliance with the Union Customs Code.

I am also advised by Revenue that in the context of parcels and packages, while customs 
declarations are often submitted by the courier business or postal operator on behalf of the re-
cipient (importer) in Ireland, the information required to complete the declaration is generally 
supplied by the exporting party although the importer (the recipient in Ireland) may also pro-
vide information to the postal operator or courier business that is needed to complete the decla-
ration. Where the postal operator or courier business does not have the necessary information, 
it may contact the exporting party or the importer to gather the necessary information to enable 
them to complete the declaration. This highlights the challenge for each economic operator 
and the importance of each economic operator considering and examining their supply chain 
to ensure that they are in possession of the necessary information to enable timely and accurate 
completion of the customs declaration. Alternatively, where sufficient information to complete 
the customs declaration in not available, the postal operator or courier business may choose to 
return the goods to the sender. It is a matter for the relevant postal operator or courier business 
to determine, based on its business model, how to deal with instances where they do not have 
the data needed to complete the necessary customs declaration. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that Revenue provided extensive guidance and assistance 
on the customs rules and requirements, particularly leading up to and after 1 January 2021, 
when the UK left the EU, to both businesses and consumers and also followed this up with rel-
evant advice and information relating to the changes that came into effect from the 1st of July 
last. I know that Revenue works very closely with individual businesses that may be experienc-
ing particular challenges in meeting their customs obligations in order to assist the businesses in 
understanding what is required and I know that Revenue is fully committed to continuing that 
collaborative and positive engagement with affected businesses.

29/09/2021WRC00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

29/09/2021WRC0030082. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if help and advice can be provided 
in relation to a facility (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [47076/21]

29/09/2021WRC0040085. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Finance if the EWSS scheme will 
continue for childcare services until 31 December 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46903/21]

29/09/2021WRC0050086. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the em-
ployment wage subsidy scheme for the childcare and early years sector on 30 September 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46907/21]

29/09/2021WRC00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 82, 
85 and 86 together.

Section 28B of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 pro-
vides for the operation of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), which is an econo-
my-wide enterprise support for eligible businesses in respect of eligible employees. It provides 
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a flat-rate subsidy to qualifying employers based on the numbers of paid and eligible employees 
on the employer’s payroll and charges a reduced rate of employer PRSI of 0.5% on wages paid 
which are eligible for the subsidy payment. 

While the criteria for eligibility for business in general is based on a reduction in turnover, 
as a result of the pandemic and having regard to the importance of maintaining the provision of 
childcare facilities so as to enable parents to continue in, or to take up, positions of employment, 
the legislation provided that childcare businesses in possession of tax clearance and registered 
in accordance with Section 58C of the Childcare Act 1991 are eligible for the EWSS. 

The objective of the scheme is to support all employment and maintain the link between 
the employer and employee insofar as is possible. The EWSS has been a key component of the 
Government’s response to the continued Covid-19 crisis to support viable firms and encourage 
employment in the midst of these very challenging times. To date, payments of over €4.844 
billion and PRSI credit of over €769 million have been granted to 51,400 employers in respect 
of 660,400 workers. 

I have been clear that there will be no cliff-edge to the EWSS and, as the Deputy will be 
aware from announcements made in June, it has been decided that the scheme is now to be 
extended until the end of December 2021. For Q3 2021, the Government decided on 1 June 
to broadly maintain the status quo for EWSS, including the enhanced rates of support, with a 
modification to widen eligibility, and maintaining the reduced rate of Employers’ PRSI of 0.5%. 

Further, as announced yesterday, the Government has agreed that there will be no change to 
the EWSS for the month of October 2021, which means that the scheme will continue to oper-
ate in its current form as per the arrangements for Q3 2021. Issues around the configuration of 
the scheme beyond October are currently being considered and full details will be announced 
on Budget Day, 12 October 2021

The Government remains fully committed to supporting businesses and employers insofar 
as is possible at this time.

29/09/2021WRC00700Tax Collection

29/09/2021WRC0080083. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons cannot 
pay the local property tax in post offices (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [47187/21]

29/09/2021WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue is currently contacting 1.4 
million residential property owners to advise them of their statutory requirements in respect of 
the next Local Property Tax (LPT) ‘valuation period’ (2022 to 2025). This includes determining 
the value of their properties at 1 November 2021, submitting their LPT Return by 7 November 
2021 and confirming a payment option for 2022. This submitting of a return is distinct from 
making payment of the liability.

In selecting a payment option, single property owners - both those who filed by paper and 
online -  can choose to pay their LPT liability, in full or on a phased basis over the year, through 
approved third-party service providers (An Post, Omnivend and Payzone). This arrangement, 
which is included under ‘payment options’ on both the paper and online versions of the LPT 
Return, clearly references the three approved providers and is available to more than 1.2 million 
(87%) of the 1.4 million property owners listed on the LPT Register. 

The arrangements are slightly different for approximately 180,000 (13%) owners of more 
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than one residential property in that they are required to meet their LPT filing and payment 
obligations electronically, in accordance with Section 44 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
Act 2012 (as amended). As such, use of the third-party service providers is not an option for 
them. However, they can still avail of a wide variety of payment options, which are set out on 
the Revenue website.

29/09/2021WRC01000State Claims Agency

29/09/2021WRC0110084. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the possibilities for redress on claims 
under the Insurance Compensation Fund of Ireland for persons who were insured by a company 
(details supplied) which was regulated by the Central Bank and has since entered administra-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46878/21]

29/09/2021WRC01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Prometheus Insurance Company Ltd 
(‘Prometheus’), formally known as Tradewise Insurance, is domiciled in Gibraltar and regu-
lated by the Financial Services Commission there.  It operated in Ireland under the EU freedom 
to provide services provisions. 

On 31 December 2019, Prometheus, ceased writing new business and went into run-off. On 
27 January 2021 the Supreme Court of Gibraltar appointed Mr. Frederick White of Grant Thorn-
ton Ltd as Administrator of Prometheus. Efforts are currently underway to establish whether, 
legally, the Administrator can access the Insurance Compensation Fund to compensate Irish 
customers who have claims that the company cannot meet. 

In this regard, the State Claims Agency has had ongoing contact with the Administrator 
on the matter. The initial documentation required to perform the legal assessment has been re-
ceived by the State Claims Agency and is at present under review by it.  However, I understand 
that it may take some time before a final legal determination on the accessibility of the Insur-
ance Compensation Fund for policyholders of Prometheus can be made.

My officials continue to monitor this situation and will continue to engagement with the 
Central Bank of Ireland and the State Claims Agency on this matter.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 82.

  Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 82.

29/09/2021WRC01500Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRC0160087. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the total spend on external 
contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46926/21]

29/09/2021WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am taking the Deputy’s use of the 
wording ‘total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing’ to 
refer to my Department’s annual consultancy expenditure which includes payments in respect 
of consultancy services, professional fees, and legal advice.

I can advise the Deputy that the amounts my Department incurred in respect of such ser-
vices in 2018 and 2019 are outlined in the following table.

 Year Amount in €
 2018 1,969,036 
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 2019 1,287,478

29/09/2021WRC01800Financial Services

29/09/2021WRC0190088. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the status of the forthcoming Pan-
European Personal Pension Regulation; the supports that are being given to companies seek-
ing to develop PEPPs from Ireland (details supplied); the discussions that have taken place 
on appointing the national competent authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46973/21]

29/09/2021WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The European Commission proposal 
for a Pan-European Personal Pension Product (PEPP) was adopted by Council in 2019. Sepa-
rately, the Level II Regulatory Technical Standards were approved by Council and published in 
March 2021. Accordingly, the Regulation will enter into application in Quarter 1 2022.

My Department had domestic responsibility for negotiating this file and has engaged with 
key domestic stakeholders such as the Department of Social Protection, the Pensions Author-
ity, the Central Bank of Ireland and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners as part of the 
negotiation process. 

Work is ongoing within my Department on the necessary transposition work with a view 
to completing the work within the time-frame. The first PEPP products may be expected to 
come to the market in 2022. Providers and distributors will follow the normal approval process 
through the relevant national authorities to ensure they  and their products comply with the 
necessary requirements. 

The objective of the PEPP is to lay the foundations for a safer, more cost-efficient and trans-
parent market in affordable and voluntary personal pension savings that can be managed on a 
pan-European scale. It is envisaged that the PEPP framework will constitute a complementary 
voluntary scheme alongside national regimes. 

It is far too early to say what the impact of the PEPP will have on the pensions market but 
the PEPP may introduce greater competition in the pension market if European providers offer 
the PEPP to Irish savers on a cross-border basis. This in turn should help lead to better retire-
ment outcomes for pension savers.

29/09/2021WRC02100Tax Reliefs

29/09/2021WRC0220089. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered introduc-
ing income tax relief for owner-occupiers of homes affected by pyrite and fire defects as well as 
VAT rebates for social landlords affected by these issues and the resulting costs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46986/21]

29/09/2021WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the Min-
ister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, has established an Independent Working 
Group to examine the issue of defective housing. Officials from my Department participate in 
this Working Group. The objectives of the group are to identify the scope of relevant significant 
defects in housing, to evaluate the scale of housing affected, to propose a means of prioritising 
defects, to evaluate the cost of remediation, to recommend appropriate mechanisms for resolv-
ing defects and, to consider financing options in line with the Programme for Government 
commitment to identifying options for those impacted by defects to access low-cost, long-term 
finance.
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Separately, my Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines are clear that a tax-based inter-
vention should only be considered where it would be more efficient than a direct expenditure 
measure. 

In the circumstances, consideration of an intervention along the lines mentioned by the 
Deputy would seem to be premature at this point.

29/09/2021WRC02400Flood Risk Management

29/09/2021WRC0250090. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding a flood relief scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47655/21]

29/09/2021WRC0260091. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
ascertain from the Office of Public Works the up-to-date position with a scheme (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46850/21]

29/09/2021WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 90 and 91 together.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) submitted the Crossmolina Flood Relief Scheme docu-
mentation to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for Statutory Confirmation under 
the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995 on 28th September 2020. 

As part of this statutory process, stakeholders were afforded a formal opportunity to provide 
comments on the environmental element of the proposed works. Following this consultation, 
independent consultants appointed by Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), 
carried out a review of the scheme documentation. Following this review, supplementary in-
formation was requested by DPER in May 2021 and provided by the OPW in July 2021.  The 
scheme is currently awaiting confirmation from the Minister of Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Department Of Public Expenditure and Reform has advised that it has received final 
technical reports from their environmental consultants on the proposed flood relief scheme, 
following clarifications they sought from the OPW on further information recently provided in 
relation to the proposed works.  

The Department is now finalising its review and a decision by the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform whether or not to make an order confirming the scheme under the Arterial 
Drainage Acts is now imminent and will be communicated to the OPW shortly.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform wrote to the OPW on the 27th Septem-
ber 2021 with a further update indicating the specific conditions under which Ministerial Con-
sent to progress the scheme might be granted under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  
The OPW’s Project Team is currently reviewing this information and will respond to DPER as 
soon as possible. 

Further information will be provided on the project website, which is available at www.
floodinfo.ie/frs/en/crossmolina/home/

  Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 90.

29/09/2021WRC02900Departmental Expenditure
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29/09/2021WRC0300092. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 
2019. [46932/21]

29/09/2021WRC03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that details of the consultancy services, professional fees and legal advice 
spend by my Department is regularly updated and published on gov.ie.  Details of this spend 
since the Department’s establishment in 2011 up to the end of April 2021 can be found at the 
following link: www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/8b97d6-consultancy-costs/.  In addi-
tion, the relevant information regarding my Department’s spend on external contractors, as set 
out in the Guidelines for the Engagement of Consultants and Other External Support by the 
Civil Service, is set out in the following table.

Role of Contractor   2018 Spend   2019 Spend   
ICT Support*   €5,589,750 €6,093,525 
Facilities Management   €308,745 €306,330 
*The Office of the Government Chief Information Officer, as part of the Build to Share ini-

tiative, provides a wide range of common services to Departments, Agencies and Public Service 
Bodies which includes the use of a range of external contractors to support the development and 
delivery of these services.

29/09/2021WRC03200Coast Guard Service

29/09/2021WRC0330093. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding a project (details supplied); the actions being taken in relation to this project; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [47002/21]

29/09/2021WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Commissioners of Public Works (OPW) are actively engaged with 
Mayo County Council in relation to the transfer of the site identified for the new Coast Guard 
Station in Westport to the OPW.  

Legal contracts for the transfer of the site have been agreed and are ready for execution 
subject to vacant possession.  Full Planning Permission has been granted and the project tender 
and design documents have been prepared for the new Coast Guard Station.  When the site is 
formally transferred, the project will progress to tender stage followed by the appointment of 
contractor to commence construction.

29/09/2021WRC03500Pleanáil Teanga

29/09/2021WRC0360094. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mairéad Farrell den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le plean chun Baile Seirbhíse 
Gaeltachta a fhorbairt do bhaile an Chlocháin agus do bhaile an Róba; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [46918/21]

29/09/2021WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Faoi réir alt 9(2) d’ Acht na Gaeltachta is gá fógra a dhé-
anamh ag tabhairt le fios go bhfuil sé ar intinn an baile i gceist  a ainmniú mar Bhaile Seirbhíse 
Gaeltachta ach plean teanga sásúil a bheith ullmhaithe agus ceadaithe faoin bpróiseas 
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Uair amháin go ndéantar na fógraí sa dá chás seo, beidh tréimhse míosa ag  eagraíochtaí 
cáilithe chun iarratas a dhéanamh chun a bheith roghnaithe le plean a ullmhú agus a fheidhmiú 
don dá bhaile faoi seach.

Cuirfear ciste ar fiú suas le €20,000 ar fáil do na heagraíochtaí a roghnaítear chun cabhrú 
le hullmhú na bpleananna. Ach pleananna an dá bhaile a bheith faofa faoin bpróiseas cuirfear 
ciste bliantúil ar fiú €80,000 ar fáil thar thréimhse seacht mbliana  chun cúram a dhéanamh 
d’fheidhmiú na bpleananna.

Tá céimeanna idir lámha ag an Roinn faoi láthair chun go ndéanfar na fógraí seo gan mhoill 
- rud a chuirfidh ar chumas Foras na Gaeilge na chéad chéimeanna eile a ghlacadh agus tabhairt 
faoi ceanneagraíochtaí a roghnú don chúram.

29/09/2021WRC03800Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRC0390095. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing 
in 2018 and 2019. [46936/21]

29/09/2021WRC04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As the Deputy is aware, my Department assumed its current configuration in June 
2020 following the General Election. Details of expenditure for the period incurred by the 
Department in its previous configuration is available in the published Appropriation Accounts 
in respect of Vote 34 for 2018 and 2019 (Vote 34) which are available at www.audit.gov.ie/en/
find-report/publications/appropriation%20accounts/.

For the Deputy’s information, I am advised that my Department does not currently, and has 
not in previous years, engaged in outsourcing to external contractors in respect of its core activi-
ties.  Details of expenditure on Consultancy Services is detailed in the appropriation accounts 
under the Administrative Budget (vii) Consultancy Services and Value for Money and Policy 
Reviews.  The Deputy may wish to note that there was no such expenditure recorded for the 
periods specified.

As has been previously advised to the House, my Department commissions experts from 
time to time to provide technical reports or advice on specific issues.  This work is not classi-
fied as consultancy services and is not funded from my Department’s Administrative Budget.  
All contracts with a value of over €20k, including those entered into during the period in ques-
tion, are published on the Departments website, at www.gov.ie/en/collection/b0034-purchase-
orders/.

I trust that the above is of assistance to the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRC04100Housing Provision

29/09/2021WRC0420096. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if there are plans to require local housing authorities to update social housing heating 
systems from solid fuel heating to oil heating; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47050/21]

29/09/2021WRC04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 2007 it has been a requirement that all new dwellings, including local authority owned 
social homes, have renewable energy systems installed, with a requirement for all new dwell-
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ings to achieve Nearly Zero Energy building performance being introduced in 2019.  In  2020 
the Programme for Government included a commitment to retrofit approximately 500,000 
homes by 2030 to a B2/cost optimal BER standard.  It is expected that approximately 36,500 of 
those homes will be owned by the local authority sector. 

In response to the Programme for Government commitment my Department launched a 
newly revised ten year Energy Efficiency Programme in 2021 for local authority owned hous-
ing. This new programme set a BER performance requirement of “B2” or cost optimal level. 
The upscaling of the works included in the programme sees a substantial overall increase in 
funding made available for insulation, windows and doors, with a significant increase for the 
upgrading of the heating system, specifically for the installation of a Heat Pump and associated 
works. The installation of gas/oil boilers are no longer supported under the energy efficiency 
programme funded by my Department.

29/09/2021WRC04400Horticulture Sector

29/09/2021WRC0450097. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the progress made by the Multi-Stakeholder Working Group established to examine issues re-
lated to the use of peat moss in the horticulture sector. [46902/21]

29/09/2021WRC04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I established the working group referred to by the Deputy, under 
independent chairman Dr. Munoo Prasad, to examine important issues which had been identi-
fied during the Review of the use of Peat in the Horticultural Industry. 

The working group is comprised of representatives of the relevant Government Depart-
ments, State Bodies and Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and sectors within 
the horticultural industry.

Dr Prasad has held 11 meetings of the working group to date, and has had a number of pre-
sentations, from, for example, the Chair of the UK Growing Media Association, an Associate 
Professor at the School of Agriculture and Food Science in UCD, Teagasc and from growing 
media producers and horticultural industry growers.

The Chair of the Working Group has indicated to me in recent days that he will submit his 
Final Report to me before the end of October. This report is expected to identify possible alter-
natives to peat and to outline the research required to produce commercially effective alterna-
tives for the Horticulture sector.

29/09/2021WRC04700Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRC0480098. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 
and 2019. [46930/21]

29/09/2021WRC04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy in accordance 
with Standing Orders.

29/09/2021WRC05000Departmental Surveys
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29/09/2021WRC0510099. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 605 to 608, inclusive, of 27 July 2021, in particu-
lar with regard to the stated cost of the contract for his Department’s national urban gull survey, 
and, regarding the €75,250, excluding VAT, the way the survey was funded. [46944/21]

29/09/2021WRC05200100. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Question No. 609 of 27 July 2021, if he will provide a date for 
publication of the survey results with regard to his Department’s national urban seagull survey 
conducted earlier in 2021. [46945/21]

29/09/2021WRC05300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 99 and 100 together.

Following the standard public procurement process, my Department issued a contract to an 
experienced and expert company to lead on the Irish survey work. The network of my Depart-
ment’s National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)  conservation rangers has also undertaken 
a significant amount of the survey work which has helped keep the overall costs of this work 
down. The cost of the contract is €75,250 (excluding VAT). This is funded from the Depart-
ment’s vote. 

A report of the survey results is currently at draft stage. It is not possible to give a precise 
publication date at this point.

  Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 99.

29/09/2021WRC05500Health and Safety

29/09/2021WRC05600101. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on whether urban seagull colonies are having serious negative impacts on com-
munities such that proportionate measures are urgently required to mitigate such impacts in 
the interests of public health and safety (details supplied); if so, the proportionate measures he 
plans to take; and the date he will announce such measures. [46946/21]

29/09/2021WRC05700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My officials are in the process of assessing the recommendations 
of the first interim report of the Consultative Committee, which undertook a review of the is-
sues relating to the impact of gulls in urban areas.  

This assessment will inform the resourcing and other implications (including  legal) re-
quired to implement the recommendations, where appropriate.  This work is ongoing.

29/09/2021WRD00200Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRD00300102. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the amount paid to a company (details supplied) in respect of its role as independent 
auditor of Ervia in each of the years 2014 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and the amount paid to 
the same company in respect of its role as independent auditor of Irish Water. [46949/21]

29/09/2021WRD00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Information on the auditor’s remuneration for Ervia and its subsidiaries (excluding Irish Water) 
is provided in the Notes to the Financial Statements for each of the years in question.  These 
Financial Statements are included in Ervia’s Annual Report for each year, a copy of which is 
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available in the Oireachtas Library.  

Information on the auditor’s remuneration for Irish Water is provided in the Notes to the 
Financial Statements for each of the years in question.  The Financial Statements for 2014, 2015 
and 2016 are available in the Oireachtas Library.  The Financial Statements for 2017 to 2020 
are included in Irish Water’s Annual Report for those years respectively, and a copy of these are 
also available in the Oireachtas Library.

The audit fees agreed for 2021 in relation to Ervia and Irish Water are unchanged from 2020.  
Payment of these fees will be made in 2022 following completion of the audit assignments.  The 
only payments made in 2021 to the independent auditor relate to the payment of fees incurred in 
the 2020 year which are published in the 2020 Annual Reports as previously referred to. 

29/09/2021WRD00500Departmental Contracts

29/09/2021WRD00600103. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the role of independent auditor of Ervia and Irish Water held by a company (details 
supplied) will be extended beyond 2021 or if an open tender will ensue. [46950/21]

29/09/2021WRD00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
accordance with the Gas Act 1976 (as amended) and the Constitution of Gas Networks Ireland 
(GNI), my Department is currently considering, in consultation with NewERA, the appoint-
ment of the company referred to in the question as auditors of Ervia and GNI for the 2022 and 
2023 financial audits, having regard to the contract entered into by the parties which included 
the option to extend the term by a further 2 years.

29/09/2021WRD00800Housing Schemes

29/09/2021WRD00900104. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage the details of the commitment to strengthen the mortgage-to-rent-scheme as 
referenced in the new Housing for All plan; when additional information will be published; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46976/21]

29/09/2021WRD01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme introduced in 2012 for borrowers of commercial lending 
institutions is targeted at those households in mortgage arrears who have had their mortgage 
position deemed unsustainable by their lender under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process 
(MARP), who agree to the voluntary surrender of their home and who have very limited op-
tions, if any, to meet their long-term housing needs themselves.  In addition, the household must 
be deemed eligible for social housing support.  To the end of June 2021, 1294 households with 
unsustainable private mortgages had completed the MTR process and 1027 active cases are 
currently being progressed under the scheme. 

It is the Government’s intention to strengthen the MTR Scheme to ensure that it is helping 
those that need it, with delivery of an average of 1,000 housing solutions every year from 2022 
onwards.  In terms of the review of the MTR scheme, I expect that the principal improvements 
to the scheme will be in the following areas: 

- an increase in the positive equity limit to better align the limits with the range of house 
prices across the regions; 

- updated purchase price thresholds for properties under the MTR scheme to align them with 
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my  Department’s acquisition thresholds for social housing generally; 

- additional flexibility in terms of bedroom numbers for borrowers aged 65 and over or 
where the borrower or one of the joint borrowers or dependents has a disability and the property 
has had to be adapted to their needs, or the property is specifically suitable to their need without 
adaptations; and

- continued oversight to ensure that properties meet private rental standards.

As set out in Housing For All, the review of MTR scheme is scheduled to be delivered in Q4 
of this year and I expect to be in a position to make an announcement shortly.

29/09/2021WRD01100Rental Sector

29/09/2021WRD01200105. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of housing complaints received by his Department in the first eight months 
of 2021; the categories under which  the complaints fall; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47013/21]

29/09/2021WRD01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body un-
der the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2021, to operate a national tenancy registration system 
and to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.  

My Department does not collect the data sought, however the Clerk of the Dáil requested 
that arrangements be put in place to facilitate the provision of information by State Bodies to 
members of the Oireachtas. Following the issue of Circular LG (P)05/16 on 20 September 2016 
from my Department, the RTB set up a dedicated email address for this purpose. The RTB may 
be contacted at OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie to establish the extent to which it may hold 
the information sought.

29/09/2021WRD01400Housing Provision

29/09/2021WRD01500106. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of social, affordable and cost rental homes built, respectively by the State 
in quarter 1 and quarter 2 of 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47014/21]

29/09/2021WRD01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Details on social housing delivery for each local authority, across a range of delivery mecha-
nisms, are included in social housing statistics published by my Department.  Data for Quarter 
1 and Quarter 2 2021 is available on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the fol-
lowing link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/   

Under Housing for All, we will deliver 54,000 affordable homes in the period 2022-2030. 
We have seen the first delivery of affordable homes in August 2021 and under Housing for All, 
we will publish details of affordable delivery on a regular basis from 2022.

29/09/2021WRD01700Vacant Sites

29/09/2021WRD01800107. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
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Heritage the total number of registered vacant sites in locations (details supplied) to date in 
2021, in tabular form. [47015/21]

29/09/2021WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Under the vacant site levy provisions in the Urban Regeneration and 
Housing Act 2015 (the Act), planning authorities were empowered to apply a vacant site levy 
of 3% of the market valuation of relevant properties which were listed on local authority vacant 
site registers in 2018, which relevant owners were liable to pay in January 2019. The rate of the 
levy increased to 7% for sites listed on local authority vacant sites registers from 2019 onwards 
which site owners became liable to pay in January 2020.

My Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites as each local authority 
administers the vacant site levy in respect of its functional area; this includes identifying sites 
for inclusion on the register and applying the levy to same. I have no role in relation to this mat-
ter. As provided for under the Act, the register in respect of each local authority is available for 
inspection at its offices and online on its website. Therefore, the specific information requested 
is not available in my Department.

29/09/2021WRD02000Vacant Properties

29/09/2021WRD02100108. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the total number of registered vacant homes in locations (details supplied) to date in 
2021, in tabular form. [47017/21]

29/09/2021WRD02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing for All – A New Housing Plan for Ireland sets out four pathways to a sustainable hous-
ing system. At a time of high housing need, when people are homeless and living in unsuitable 
accommodation, it is vital that existing vacant homes are brought back into productive use. 
Pathway 4: ‘Addressing Vacancy and Efficient Use of Existing Stock’ addresses this issue and 
sets out a number of key actions in this regard.

While my Department does not hold data on the number of vacant properties in each Dáil 
Éireann constituency, as set out in Housing for All, the Department of Finance will collect data 
on vacancy levels in residential property with a view to introducing a new vacant property tax. 
The information on vacant residential properties will be collected from Local Property Tax 
returns due in November 2021.

Other key actions set out in Housing for All, to address vacancy and the efficient use of 
existing stock, include: 

- A targeted approach to vacant stock combining Local Authority leadership, URDF / RRDF 
funding, Retrofit and Heritage funding; 

- A new Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund to provide serviced sites for new homes and to support 
refurbishment of vacant homes in regional towns and villages.

- The introduction of incentives for rental and sale of vacant properties owned by partici-
pants in the Fair Deal scheme.

- New regulations requiring Short Term and Holiday Lets to register with Fáilte Ireland.

- A programme of CPO acquisitions to allow Local Authorities to acquire up to 2,500 vacant 
units by 2026 and present them to the open market for sale.
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- The introduction of a Planned Maintenance approach for Local Authority stock manage-
ment and maintenance.

- Activating State owned vacant properties that may be suitable for residential accommoda-
tion; and

- Tackling any remaining Unfinished Estates.

29/09/2021WRD02300Housing Schemes

29/09/2021WRD02400109. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the average cost to the Exchequer of a social home delivered through the buy and re-
new scheme over the 12-month period leading up to August 2021. [47020/21]

29/09/2021WRD02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Analysing the average cost to deliver a new social home via the Buy and Renew home for 
the 12 month period up to August 2021, would not give an accurate reflection of costs as it is 
drawing from a small data sample.  More broadly, since the introduction of the scheme, ap-
proximately 700 properties have been acquired by local authorities for social housing use, with 
the average cost to deliver these home being c.€195,000.

29/09/2021WRD02600Housing Provision

29/09/2021WRD02700110. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the average cost to the Exchequer of a social home delivered through the Housing 
Agency’s €70 million vacant homes acquisition fund over the 12-month period leading up to 
August 2021. [47021/21]

29/09/2021WRD02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
An acquisitions fund of €70 million, which is a revolving fund was established with effect from 
1 January 2017 with the objective of acquiring some 1,600 units over the period to 2021 for 
social housing use.  This has enabled the Housing Agency to actively engage with banks and 
investment companies in relation to the acquisition of vacant properties. The fund is replen-
ished by the Housing Agency through the sale of units primarily to the Approved Housing Body 
(AHB) sector which are utilising the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) and the funds 
received are then recycled back into the fund for future acquisitions.  

To the end of June 2021, the Housing Agency had assigned 817 properties acquired using 
the Fund to AHBs for social housing use.  Of this number, 54 properties were assigned to AHBs 
in the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021, with an average spend per unit of €223,241.

Statistics for Q3 2021 are currently being collated and will be published in due course.

29/09/2021WRD02900Traveller Accommodation

29/09/2021WRD03000111. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the average cost to the Exchequer of a new Traveller-specific accommodation unit 
delivered from the Traveller’s accommodation budget in the past 24 months. [47022/21]

29/09/2021WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
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(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation 
needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Travel-
ler Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas. My Department’s role is to ensure that 
there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such 
accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

Traveller-specific projects and developments are focused on group housing schemes and 
halting sites.  This includes meeting Traveller-specific housing needs through a range of mecha-
nisms, such as the provision of mobiles and caravans; the provision of new and the refurbish-
ment of existing halting sites and bays; the provision of new group housing schemes and the 
extension and refurbishment of existing schemes; the return to use of vacant group housing and 
the acquisition of properties in certain circumstances. 

With the exception of the acquisition of properties and the provision of mobiles and cara-
vans the timeline for the initiation, design, planning approval, tendering and contract manage-
ment of traveller specific accommodation can be up to two years. Payments made from the 
traveller specific accommodation budget over the last 24 months in respect of construction 
projects would not give a reliable indication of average costs as they may not include all pay-
ments from initiation to completion in respect of a sufficient quantity of projects to provide a 
reliable average cost. 

Average costs can however be provided for the last 24 months in respect of the acquisition 
of homes and the provision of mobiles and caravans. In 2019 the average cost for completed 
acquisitions was €339,750 and in 2020 it was €228,833. It should be borne in mind that the 
number of acquisitions is relatively small and the average can vary widely from year to year 
depending upon the number of acquisitions and the size and location of the homes acquired.

In respect of the provision of emergency mobiles/caravans the average cost to my Depart-
ment was €9,947 in 2019 and €12,662 in 2020. This however only represents 50% of the actual 
average cost as local authorities fund 50% of the cost under the emergency replacement scheme. 
In respect of mobiles/caravans provided during the Covid emergency response, my Department 
funded 100% of the costs of the provision of mobiles/caravans (including associated costs) and 
the average cost was €22,180.

Approved Housing Bodies

29/09/2021WRD03150112. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the total approved lending to approved housing bodies for the delivery of social hous-
ing in 2020 and to date in 2021; the number of social homes delivered with that borrowing in 
2020; and the target number to be delivered in 2021.  [47023/21]

29/09/2021WRD03175Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh 
O’Brien)(Deputy Darragh O’Brien): Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) are making and 
continue to make an important contribution to social housing delivery. My Department and 
local authorities administer a number of funding programmes to assist AHBs with the cost of 
building, buying and leasing new social housing units. 

The Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) funding is capital support provided to AHBs 
by local authorities to facilitate the funding of construction, acquisition or refurbishment of new 
social housing units, including units acquired through the establishment of the Housing Agency 
Acquisition Fund and the Mortgage to Rent scheme. My Department can provide CALF fund-
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ing of up to 30% or up to 40% in the case of the Mortgage to Rent scheme for eligible projects, 
with the housing units provided to local authorities for social housing use under long-term lease 
arrangements known as Payment and Availability Agreements. A nominal interest rate of 2% 
fixed per annum is charged by the local authority on the initial capital amount. Repayments on 
either the capital or interest are not required during the term of the loan (between 10 and 30 
years), although where an AHB chooses to, repayments can be made during the term. At the end 
of the term, the outstanding capital amount plus the interest accrued, is owed and repayable to 
the local authority. The local authority issues the CALF monies to the AHB and the local au-
thority, in turn, recoups same from the Department. The remainder of the capital cost is sourced 
by the AHB through other borrowings to which the local authorities are not party.  All propos-
als for CALF are submitted to my Department by AHBs for review, to ensure that each project 
complies with the terms of the CALF and that there are sufficient funds available. 

My Department does not hold information on the loan agreements under CALF, as the loan 
agreement, is between the local authority and the relevant AHB.  Accordingly, information on 
the number and value of CALF loans, including the balance owning, is held by the relevant lo-
cal authorities. The value and term of each loan varies by project.   

The following table shows the 2020 delivery and expenditure to Local Authorities by my 
Department.   

 2020 delivery supported by CALF Funding

 Delivery Stream  Units  Expenditure
 AHB -MTR  117  €6.697m
 AHB CALF(incl HAA)  2549  €190.22m
 

The total budgetary allocation for CALF for 2021 is €220m of which €137.8m had been ad-
ministered to Local Authorities by the end of August. In addition the 2021 budgetary allocation 
for the Mortgage to Rent scheme is €23m which also includes provision for the Local Authority 
Mortgage to Rent Scheme.

It is important to note that owing to the nature of the CALF, delivery of new housing does 
not always arise in the same year as expenditure and projects delivered under phased pro-
grammes may cross a number of payment periods. 

Details of the 2021 funding provision for CALF and MTR and related output target are set 
out in the 2021 Revised Estimates (REV) which is available at the following link: www.gov.ie/
en/collection/e20037-revised-estimates/#2021  

Accelerating the delivery of social housing, with an increased emphasis on direct build is a 
key objective for my Department, and the Housing For All strategy contains an ambitious target 
of delivering more than 90,000 social homes to 2030.

29/09/2021WRD03200Approved Housing Bodies

29/09/2021WRD03300113. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the steps taken by his Department to upscale co-operative housing developments in 
the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47024/21]

29/09/2021WRD03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The recently published Housing for All strategy is the Government’s plan to increase the supply 
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of housing to an average of 33,000 per year over the next decade. The annual targets include 
the delivery of 88,400 new social homes and 53,800 new affordable homes in the period 2022-
2030.   

Housing for All is supported by an investment package of over €4bn per annum, through 
an overall combination of €12bn in direct Exchequer funding, €3.5bn in funding through the 
Land Development Agency (LDA) and €5bn funding through the Housing Finance Agency.  
Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) will have a significant role in the delivery of new housing 
under Housing for All.  Under Housing for All, local authorities are required to prepare Housing 
Delivery Action Plans, to set out details of social and affordable housing to be delivered in the 
five-year period 2022-2026.  AHBs will be key delivery partners in the delivery of new homes 
under these action plans.   

A new strengthened regulatory regime for AHBs has also been put in place. The Approved 
Housing Bodies Regulatory Authority (AHBRA) was formally established on 1 February 2021. 
A key role of AHBRA is to encourage and facilitate the better governance, administration and 
management including corporate governance and financial management, of AHBs.

29/09/2021WRD03500Housing Policy

29/09/2021WRD03600114. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the Guidance for Housing Authorities for Assisting Victims of Domestic Violence 
with Emergency and Long-Term Accommodation Needs 2017 circular is still his Department’s 
leading policy on the matter; his plans to update it or put it on a statutory footing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47047/21]

29/09/2021WRD03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Responsibility for the development and provision of services to support victims of domestic 
violence rests with my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth and I understand that the delivery of these services is managed by Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency.

In terms of housing services, in 2017, my Department issued policy and procedural guidance 
to housing authorities relating to the role they can play to assist victims of domestic violence.  
The guidance is also a useful reference for service providers, covering a range of scenarios that 
may arise for victims of domestic violence in seeking social housing supports.  These include 
provisions around the use of the Housing Assistance Payment scheme, or the Rental Accommo-
dation Scheme, where a victim has a joint interest in the family home, or ownership of alterna-
tive accommodation, but would otherwise qualify for social housing support.  

The guidance was introduced with the objective of supporting a partnership approach by 
statutory agencies in respect of the delivery of domestic violence services, particularly in rela-
tion to helping to prevent and reduce the occurrence of related homelessness and facilitating 
the provision of long term accommodation for victims of domestic violence.  This guidance 
continues to apply in providing direction to housing authorities in supporting the housing needs 
of victims of domestic violence.

29/09/2021WRD03800Housing Provision

29/09/2021WRD03900115. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of social housing units that are leased by local authority area and type, that 
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is, Part V, enhanced leasing scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47048/21]

29/09/2021WRD04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on social housing units 
leased by Local Authorities on a quarterly basis. Details on the number of social housing units 
leased by local authorities from 2015 to Q2 2021 are published on the statistics page of my De-
partment’s website, at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-
and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision  

The Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) supports the delivery of 
social housing by providing financial support to local authorities for the long term leasing of 
houses and apartments from private owners and Approved Housing Bodies. 

From 2017 to the end of Q2 2021, 5,309 dwellings (excluding Part V leasing) have been 
secured under SHCEP. 181 dwellings have been secured via Part V leasing within the same pe-
riod. Details of housing units leased by Local Authority, broken down by lease type are detailed 
in Table 1.   

 Table 1: Part V and Enhanced Leasing Delivery – 2017 to End Q2 21

LA AHB 
MTR

NARPS 
Lease

AHB 
Private   
Lease

En-
hanced   
Leasing

LA Leas-
ing

Private 
MTR

RLS Part V

Carlow 20 40   36 10 4  
Cavan 10  22  9 5   
Clare 5 23 27  155 9 10  
Cork City 16 114 57  65 5 2  
Cork Co. 38 3 13  29 17 5  
DLR 5 8 1 78 24 3 2 133
Donegal 2  58  37 8   
Dublin City 68 6 81  498 5 2 22
Fingal 50 48 2  274 15 27  
Galway 
City

5    14 1   

Galway Co. 14  19 35 26 7 2  
Kerry 12  94  173 8 4 1
Kildare 64  56  99 23 1  
Kilkenny 16    50 11 2 2
Laois 26 20 20  21 13 1  
Leitrim 2    6 5   
Limerick 23  53  109 16 27  
Longford 7  10  62 2 6  
Louth 31  12 14 76 17 3  
Mayo 10    207 11 12  
Meath 54  66  14 23 1  
Monaghan 10 38    3 6  
Offaly 37  17  44 11   
Roscom-
mon

5    46 5 3  

Sligo 4  14  4 9   
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LA AHB 
MTR

NARPS 
Lease

AHB 
Private   
Lease

En-
hanced   
Leasing

LA Leas-
ing

Private 
MTR

RLS Part V

South 
Dublin

55 5   234 10  21

Tipperary 32  8  107 23 1 1
Waterford 38 13 1  137 27 118  
Westmeath 18  9  161 13 1 1
Wexford 30 24   83 21 27  
Wicklow 36    34 20   
Total 743 342 640 127 2,834 356 267 181

All data is based on local authority claims for operational agreements recorded on my De-
partment’s SHCEP financial management system. Any variations in data between operational 
figures and total output under leasing delivery streams is due to the time lag in the submission 
of claims to my Department in respect of new claims after delivery. 

29/09/2021WRD04100Housing Provision

29/09/2021WRD04200116. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the real estate investment funds, institutional investors or corporate entities that local 
authorities and approved housing bodies are leasing social housing from; the number in each 
case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47049/21]

29/09/2021WRD04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Social Housing Leasing Programme supports the delivery of social housing by providing 
financial support to local authorities for the long term leasing of houses and apartments. 

Applications under the leasing programme are made to the relevant local authority who as-
sess each application. Where the application is for more than 4 properties, the local authority 
must apply to my Department for approval before entering into any agreement.

Local authorities lease dwellings taking account of local need, the suitability of dwellings, 
sustainable communities’ considerations and value for money. These properties are allocated to 
households on the social housing waiting list.  As such, the type and size of dwelling leased, the 
entities from whom the houses are leased and the allocation of those dwellings, is a matter for 
the relevant local authority having regard to its most recent housing needs assessment.

Details of the owner involved in each social housing leasing project are not held by my 
Department. 

Data on social housing leasing delivery, funded by my Department, in respect of all local 
authorities to end Q2 2021 is published on my Department’s website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-
provision  

Water Quality
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29/09/2021WRD04350117. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to an independent report into the Blackwater and 
Boyne catchments (details supplied); if he has considered its findings; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47074/21]

29/09/2021WRD04375Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh 
O’Brien)(Deputy Darragh O’Brien): Primary responsibility for the monitoring, manage-
ment, protection and improvement of water quality is assigned to local authorities under the 
Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts and related legislation.   

The Environmental Protection Agency, through its Office of Environmental Enforcement, 
exercises general supervision in relation to the performance of these functions by local authori-
ties.   

However, I have just been made aware of this report and will arrange for it to be examined 
in detail.

Local Authorities

29/09/2021WRD04387118. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the way in which a local authority can apply for funding to employ a full-time biodi-
versity officer; the number of officers that he proposes to be employed nationally; and the local 
authorities that currently employ a biodiversity officer, in tabular form.  [47107/21]

  Question No. 118 withdrawn..

29/09/2021WRD04400Passport Services

29/09/2021WRD04500119. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a pass-
port application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46876/21]

29/09/2021WRD04600120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a refund for 
a passport application will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46879/21]

29/09/2021WRD04700121. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a pass-
port application by a person (details supplied); if the documents submitted as part of this appli-
cation will be returned to the applicant’s father; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46909/21]

29/09/2021WRD04800123. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position regarding 
a passport application for a child (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46964/21]

29/09/2021WRD04900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
119 to 121, inclusive, and 123 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service has provided an update on the status of the passport application to the applicant. 

The current turnaround times are 10 working days for Simple Adult renewals, 15 working 
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days for Complex renewals, 40 working days for First Time Applications on Passport Online 
and 8 weeks for Passport Express for applications which have been completed correctly.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 119.

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 119.

29/09/2021WRD05200Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRD05300122. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the total spend on 
external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46927/21]

29/09/2021WRD05400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department commissions 
external contractors, consultancy services and outsourcing services where highly specialised 
skills are not available internally and in particular, where ongoing independent evaluation of 
programmes and projects is necessary. 

External expertise has informed, and continues to inform, my Department’s strategies and 
policies and the effective delivery of our services to our citizens in a transparent and account-
able manner representing value for money. 

Such external expertise may involve the provision of specialised reports, expert analysis or 
expert technical services to the Department.

A small number of consultancies are engaged directly by our Missions abroad from time to 
time and in some instances they prepare technical reports relating to Ireland’s overseas develop-
ment aid programme.

The Department ensures that there is an appropriate focus on good practice in procurement 
and that procedures are in place to ensure compliance with all relevant procurement guidelines. 
Procurement takes place in compliance with Directive 2014/24/EU and supported by Procure-
ment Guidelines published by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP).

The Department participates fully in on-going initiatives of the Office of Government Pro-
curement (OGP) focusing especially on achieving procurement savings, including the use of 
shared framework agreements for the provision of different categories of supplies and services.

The total spend in 2018 was €27,471,366.68.

The total spend in 2019 was €24,477,945.95.

  Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 119.

29/09/2021WRD05600Middle East

29/09/2021WRD05700124. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the role he envi-
sions Ireland taking to advance the Middle East peace process following the unanimous motion 
of Dáil Éireann earlier in 2021 that Israel’s settlement activity in the West Bank and East Jerusa-
lem amounts to an unlawful de-facto annexation; if Ireland will maximise its seat on the United 
Nations Security Council and take a more pro-active approach in supporting a negotiated two-
state solution and lasting peace; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47005/21]

29/09/2021WRD05800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s position on the Middle 
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East Peace Process and the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory is informed by inter-
national law, respect for human rights and the goal of a two-state solution through a negotiated 
peace agreement.

Ireland has been consistently vocal in its opposition to settlement expansion and annexa-
tion. The Government’s support for the Dáil motion earlier this year reflected our grave concern 
about the scale and character of settlements and their negative impact. We will continue to pro-
actively raise these issues at EU level, in national and EU statements, at the UN Human Rights 
Council, the UN General Assembly and the UN Security Council, and in our bilateral contacts. 

The Middle East Peace Process remains a key priority for Ireland during our term on the 
Security Council. Ireland engages actively in monthly meetings on the situation in the Middle 
East. I addressed meetings of the Council on this issue in January and May this year. As part 
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council this month, I chaired a dialogue between the Security 
Council and the League of Arab States on 22 September, during which I underlined the need 
for strong regional engagement on the MEPP and a reinvigoration of the political track, which 
is vital to advance peace. I had further discussions on the MEPP in my bilateral meetings with 
Foreign Ministers last week at the UN. 

This week, Ireland is chairing the Council’s monthly meeting on the Middle East, including 
the Palestinian Question. This meeting will focus on the implementation of UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2334, which includes the issue of illegal settlements, violence against civilians 
and de-escalation and reversal of negative trends on the ground. 

I have been clear in my engagement with both Israel and the Palestinian Authority of the 
commitment of this Government to advancing a two-State solution for a resolution of the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict. Ireland remains firmly committed to a negotiated two-state solution 
based on international law, relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions and agreed 
parameters.

29/09/2021WRE00200Middle East

29/09/2021WRE00300125. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has been 
drawn to a recent testimony (details supplied) regarding incidents that have had a severe impact 
on access to education for over half a million children across the Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory; if his attention has been drawn to reports that three out of four attacks were perpetrated by 
Israeli forces over a 30-month period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47046/21]

29/09/2021WRE00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I remain gravely concerned by 
the ongoing human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territory and particularly the 
impact on children and their access to education, which has been highlighted in the report from 
the Norwegian Refugee Council of November 2020, and referred to by the Deputy. 

Ireland raises the issue of settler violence and intimidation in our interactions with the Is-
raeli authorities and has highlighted the issue at the UN Security Council. In my address to the 
Council on 16 May, I expressed Ireland’s deep concern at the plight of children in the occupied 
Palestinian territory. I stressed that all violations against children must end, including and in 
particular attacks on schools. In the Council’s meeting on 30 August, Ireland called for an end 
to attacks against civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory and for those responsible to 
be held to account. Ireland has repeatedly emphasised that the rights of children to protection, 
safety, and well-being must be upheld at all times.

I fully endorse the statement of 9 September 2021 by European Commissioner for Crisis 
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Management, Janez Lenarcic, on the International Day to Protect Education from Attack, which 
underlined that attacks on education constitute violations of International Humanitarian Law.

Ireland is a strong supporter of education for Palestinian youth, which is crucial for the long-
term viability of a Palestinian state. Ireland is a longstanding supporter of UNRWA’s delivery of 
services, including quality education, to 5.7 million registered Palestine refugees.

This year, Ireland has contributed €7 million to UNRWA, including €1 million in additional 
emergency support in response to the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip in May. Ireland also 
provided €500,000 to UNICEF for the provision of essential supplies and services to thousands 
of children in acute need in the West Bank and in Gaza and €300,000 to the oPt Humanitarian 
Fund, which can be drawn upon to respond to humanitarian emergencies and has been utilised 
for the education sector.

Ireland also supports the Palestinian Ministry of Education in providing equitable access to 
quality education for children.  

Irish officials will continue to engage actively on the ground and by supporting Israeli and 
Palestinian civil society partners who play a critical role on this issue.

29/09/2021WRE00500Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRE00600126. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Defence the total spend on external 
contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46922/21]

29/09/2021WRE00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): It was not possible to collate the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy in the timeframe available.  As soon as it is complete, I will 
provide the Deputy with the requested information directly.

29/09/2021WRE00800Emergency Services

29/09/2021WRE00900127. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Defence the current costings of 
the emergency aeromedical service offered by his Department to operate for a year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46989/21]

29/09/2021WRE01000128. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Defence the total sum of Exche-
quer funding that the emergency aeromedical service receives from the State; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46992/21]

29/09/2021WRE01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 127 and 
128 together.

The Air Corps provides a broad range of services in accordance with its primary defence 
and security role.  It also undertakes a diverse range of non-security-related tasks including the 
provision of air ambulance services to the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

The HSE’s Aeromedical Desk in its National Emergency Operations Centre is responsible 
for the co-ordination of all health-related air transport arrangements. In addition to the Air 
Corps, the Irish Coast Guard and private air ambulance operators also provide air transport 
services for the HSE. 

The 2015 Government Decision, which established on a permanent basis, the Emergency 
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Aeromedical Support (EAS) service approved an additional annual provision of €2.2 million to 
the Defence Vote for reimbursement of Air Corps’ costs incurred in the provision of the service. 
The Health Vote is reduced accordingly. This sum is based on 480 flying hours per annum and 
is subject to periodic costs review. This sum also takes into consideration average fuel and Air 
Corps personnel costs. Any annual flying hours in excess of 480 hours are charged to the HSE 
separately by the Department of Defence at a rate of €3,180 per hour. 

The estimated cost of ancillary costs directly related to the operation of the EAS service 
since July 2015 is approximately €700,000. These costs include items such as maintenance of 
the hangar in Custume Barracks and have been borne between the Defence Vote and the Depart-
ment of Health.

Personnel costs associated with NAS personnel are borne by the HSE and are not reflected 
in the €2.2 million figure. 

  Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 127.

29/09/2021WRE01300Emergency Services

29/09/2021WRE01400129. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Defence the key performance 
indicator analysis of the emergency aeromedical service in terms of the number of callouts 
received from the National Ambulance Service, average arrival time and so on; and the break-
down of the number of incidents that have been attended to by the service in each of the years 
2016 to 2020. [46995/21]

29/09/2021WRE01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Emergency Aeromedical Support 
(EAS) Service is a daily, day-time service based in Custume Barracks, Athlone and which oper-
ates primarily in the West of Ireland.  

Since the commencement of this service in June 2012, the Air Corps has completed over 
3,300 missions, 1,805 of which were completed in the period 1 January 2016 to 31 December 
2020.  

The following table summarises the EAS service missions between 1 January 2016 to 31 
December 2020. 

Year  Tasks  Completed  Stood Down  Denied**
 2016*  835  415  250  170
 2017*  658  357  177  124
 2018*  539  320  137  82
 2019  638  347  190  101
 2020  625  366  165  94 
*It should be noted that the National Ambulance Service and Air Corps definition of a ‘task-

ing’ was not fully aligned during the years 2016, 2017 and 2018. Therefore figures provided 
by each organisation may differ for these years. 

**Reasons for denying a callout can include the aircraft being already tasked elsewhere, in-
sufficient daylight hours and adverse weather, among others. 

I am advised that the average response time by the EAS stands at 6.5 minutes, which ensures 
an effective response to time-critical taskings by the HSE. 
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The EAS service is a good example of the Air Corps and HSE combining their resources to 
deliver life-saving services for the people of Ireland.

29/09/2021WRE01600School Transport

29/09/2021WRE01700130. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education the reason school transport 
services are only carrying 50% capacity due to social distancing considering that public trans-
port services can operate at 100% since 1 September 2021; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46853/21]

29/09/2021WRE01800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

 Planning for school transport for the 2021/22 school year has proceeded on the basis that 
the public health measures in place as schools closed at the end of the last school year would 
remain as term began in this new school year. This includes the recommendations from Public 
Health that post-primary services would operate at 50% capacity. All other measures relating to 
hygiene, pre-assigned seating, cleaning and the wearing of masks by post-primary students are 
also in place.  However, as the vaccination programme for children on post-primary services 
is rolled out and as the lifting of restrictions on public transport services proceeds, the capacity 
limit of 50% on post-primary school transport services will be subject to ongoing review and 
the Department will be considering the position in this regard over the coming weeks.

29/09/2021WRE01900School Transport

29/09/2021WRE02000131. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the number of special edu-
cation transport applications that have been approved but not implemented by county for the 
2020-2021 school year; and the status of payments to parents who must arrange their own 
transport. [46899/21]

29/09/2021WRE02100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2020/21 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for school transport where they have special edu-
cational needs arising from a diagnosed disability and  are attending the nearest recognised 
school/class that is resourced to meet their special educational needs. Eligibility is determined 
following consultation with the National Council for Special Education through its network of 
Special Education Needs Organisers.   

With regard to the Deputy’s request for the number of transport applications for children 
with Special Educational Needs that have been approved but not implemented by county for 
the 2020/21 school year, this information is not readily available, however School Transport 
Section of my Department will revert directly to the Deputy with this information when it is 
available.  
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With regard to the status of payments to parents who must arrange their own transport, I 
can advise that payment in the form of a Special Transport Grant is available to families who 
have to transport their children to school in advance of the SEN service being set up. This grant 
is paid to the family once the service has been set up and once the school confirm the number 
of days that the child was being transported to school by their family. The grant is backdated to 
the date the transport application was made.

29/09/2021WRE02200Schools Building Projects

29/09/2021WRE02300132. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 355 of 21 September 2021, when these essential works will take place; if her De-
partment will take immediate action to deal with the numerous health and safety risks associat-
ed with the conditions in the school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46910/21]

29/09/2021WRE02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that 
the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Educational Training Board (DDLETB) submitted and were ap-
proved funding under my Departments Emergency Works Scheme to repair two prefab roofs at 
the school in question. 

My Department will continue to liaise with the  DDLETB to establish what if any further 
funding can be applied for under the Emergency Works Scheme.

29/09/2021WRE02500Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRE02600133. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Education the total spend on external 
contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46923/21]

29/09/2021WRE02700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): For the deputy’s information, details of 
consultancy payments made by my Department for the year 2018 of €1,833,406.61 and the year 
2019 of €2,055,527.21 are available online at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/
department-of-education-and-skills-expenditure-on-consultancy/  

29/09/2021WRE02800School Curriculum

29/09/2021WRE02900134. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 141 of 19 May 2021, if matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) will 
be examined. [46977/21]

29/09/2021WRE03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As per my response to Question No. 141, 
an exemption from the study of Irish may only be granted by school management in the excep-
tional circumstances outlined in Section 2.2. of Circular 0052/2019 (Primary) and 0053/2019 
(Post Primary). The Department of Education website has guidelines (including checklists) and 
FAQs on exemptions from the study of Irish which can be accessed here: www.education.ie/en/
Parents/Information/Irish-Exemption  

The Primary Language Curriculum (PLC), which encompasses Irish and English, is for 
children of all abilities in all school contexts. This is informed by the principles of inclusion 
and the benefits of bilingualism for all pupils that underpin curricular provision for Irish in the 
PLC, the Framework for Junior Cycle and in Senior Cycle.  The PLC recognises and supports 
pupils’ engagement with Irish and English at different stages and rates along their language-
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learning journey. It builds on the language knowledge and experience that pupils bring to the 
school. The Progression Continua in the PLC provide a framework for teachers to identify the 
pupil’s stage of language development and to plan interventions that support the development 
of language skills and competences in Irish and in English in an integrated manner, emphasising 
the transferability of language skills across languages.   

Any pupil who does not meet the criteria for an exemption from the study of Irish should 
be provided with a differentiated approach to language learning and any other supports in ac-
cordance with Guidelines for supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream 
Schools and with Special Educational Needs: A continuum of Support.    Schools are required 
to address a wide diversity of needs by providing a differentiated learning experience for pupils/
students in an inclusive school environment. 

All pupils/students should be encouraged to study the language and achieve a level of per-
sonal proficiency that is appropriate to their ability.  

As set out in Section 2.4 of the Circular, an appeal will “focus solely on the process the 
school engaged in reaching its decision. The Irish Exemptions Appeal Committee will con-
sider how the school followed the process as prescribed in this Circular and the accompanying 
Guidelines for Primary Schools”.   

The closure of schools in response to the risk to health caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
has affected the education of the entire cohort of children attending school, it is a matter which 
schools should take into account in planning the education provision for students over the next 
few years.  The Department has provided guidance in relation to pupils who enrolled from 
abroad for the first time into 5th and 6th class during 2019/20 and into 6th class during 2020 
and who are applying for an exemption from the study of Irish under Section 2.2.a. of Circular 
0053/2019.

In relation to stress and anxiety, schools can best promote the wellbeing of pupils through a 
multi-component, preventative, whole school approach. In line with best practice, The National 
Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) encourages schools to adopt a whole school, con-
tinuum of support  approach to provide for children and young people’s wellbeing needs. This 
involves three levels: Support for All, Support for Some and Support for Few. 

The area of wellbeing and the promotion of positive mental health is one to which the De-
partment of Education affords particular priority. In this regard the department is committed 
to responding to the challenges our young people face today and their need for education in 
the area of wellbeing and stress. The department has published a Wellbeing Policy Statement 
and Framework for Practice (2018-2023) for all schools to promote student wellbeing using a 
holistic and integrated approach. It is important to point out that schools are already doing a lot 
to equip children with the knowledge, skills and competencies to enhance their wellbeing and 
deal with challenges. The Wellbeing Policy builds on this good work.  

As set out in the Circulars, the Department is currently planning an initial review of the 
Circulars following two years of implementation.

29/09/2021WRE03100Schools Building Projects

29/09/2021WRE03200135. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the status of a new school build-
ing project (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47006/21]

29/09/2021WRE03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware that a building 
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project for the school in question is included in the Department’s school building programme.

Agreement has been reached on the acquisition of a site for the new school. The next step 
includes the preparatory work associated with the accommodation brief and this process is cur-
rently in train. My Department will be in further contact with the patron as this progresses.

29/09/2021WRE03400School Admissions

29/09/2021WRE03500136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education if a place in a school 
will be secured for a child (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[47018/21]

29/09/2021WRE03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It is the responsibility of my Department 
to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in 
an area.  Parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places available 
the pupil should be admitted.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to draft, publish and imple-
ment a school admission policy in accordance with the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 
2018. In schools where there are more applicants than places available a selection process may 
be necessary.  This may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in their school of first choice. 

The admission policy, including the selection criterion to be used where the school is over-
subscribed, must comply with the Education Acts 1998 to 2018, be non-discriminatory and be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Where a board of management receive an application for admission and they make a deci-
sion to refuse admission, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision under section 29 of the 
Education Act, 1998, and an independent appeals committee will be appointed to consider the 
appeal.  My Department has no authority to compel a school to admit a student, except in cir-
cumstances where an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 has been allowed and 
the appeals committee directs that the school admit the child concerned. 

Where a parent has been refused admission to a school and wishes to appeal that decision 
under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 the appeal must be made no later than 63 calendar 
days from the date of the school’s decision to refuse admission.

It is important to note that if admission has been refused due to the school being oversub-
scribed, and a parent wishes to appeal this decision she or he must firstly make a written request 
to the school seeking a review of the board of management’s decision.  This request for a review 
to the board of management is time bound and must be made within 21 calendar days from the 
date of the decision by the school to refuse admission.

If the parent has been refused admission for a reason other than the school being oversub-
scribed, she or he may, but is not required to, request a review by the board of management 
within 21 calendar days from the date of the decision by the school to refuse admission.  Where 
admission has been refused for a reason other than the school being oversubscribed and the par-
ent does not wish to seek a review by the board of management she or he may make an appeal to 
an independent appeals committee no later than 63 calendar days from the date of the school’s 
decision to refuse admission.

Full details on the section 29 appeals processes are available on my Department’s website 
at the following links:



29 September 2021

41

www.gov.ie/en/publication/8248c-appeals-in-relation-to-refusal-to-admit-a-student-due-
to-a-school-being-oversubscribed/  

www.gov.ie/en/publication/31c4f-appeals-in-relation-to-refusal-to-admit-a-student-for-a-
reason-other-than-the-school-being-oversubscribed/  

In addition, Tusla Education Support Services (TESS), the Educational Welfare Service of 
the Child and Family Agency, is the legal body which can assist parents who are experiencing 
difficulty in securing a school placement for their child. Contact details for TESS are available 
at www.tusla.ie/tess/get-in-touch/ or by email at tessinfo@tusla.ie. I would advise the parents 
of the child for whom the deputy has provided details, to make contact with Tusla Education 
Support Services to seek their support in securing a school place.

29/09/2021WRE03700Special Educational Needs

29/09/2021WRE03800137. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education the position regarding ASD 
provision at post-primary schools (details supplied) in County Cork. [47068/21]

29/09/2021WRE03900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education is a priority for this 
Government. 

The level of investment in special education, at almost €2 billion, is at an all-time high. 

An additional 269 special classes are being opened this school-year. This will bring the total 
number of special classes nationally to 2,118. The new classes provide 1,600 additional places, 
spread right throughout the country.

Two new special schools are also opening this year, one in Dublin and one in Cork.

Despite this unprecedented increase, I am very aware of the need for further specialist edu-
cation places in a small number of areas.

In terms of the schools referred to by the Deputy, I can confirm that the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) have specific plans in place for the establishment of new special 
classes with ongoing engagement regarding the schools’ building projects.   

I acknowledge that any delay in securing a suitable school placement can cause much an-
guish for parents and families involved.

Delays can happen for a variety of reasons including, for example, assessment reports for 
children becoming available over the summer period while schools were closed. In other cases, 
parents may change their preference for a class placement and request that their child move 
from a mainstream class to a special class. 

My Department and the NCSE have therefore put in place new planning structures and pro-
cedures to ensure sufficient places become available to meet local need. As new need emerges, 
there is a cohesive response available to ensure places become available in a timely and targeted 
way.

The willingness of school communities to open special classes is central to ensuring that 
every child can obtain a suitable placement.  My Department and the NCSE can provide the 
necessary funding, teaching and SNA resources, professional supports and training so that the 
required special class places can be provided as soon as possible.
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I can reassure the Deputy that the local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) con-
tinue to be available to assist and advise both schools and the parents of children with special 
educational needs. 

Parents may contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at ncse.ie/regional-
services-contact-list.

29/09/2021WRE04000School Staff

29/09/2021WRE04100138. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education the reason a school (de-
tails supplied) in County Meath is  inadequately resourced with support teachers; if she will 
immediately review this position to ensure a fair allocation of resources; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [47075/21]

29/09/2021WRE04200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for special educa-
tional support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational profile.

Under the allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special 
education needs support based on their school profile.  

The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fair allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the level of need in each school. 

Schools are frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile. The allocations to 
schools include provision to support all pupils in the schools, including where a child receives 
a diagnosis after the allocation is received by a school, or where there are newly enrolling pu-
pils to the school. 

Both the Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are commit-
ted to ensuring that all schools are treated equally and fairly in the manner in which their school 
profiles have been calculated.

Accordingly, a number of review processes have been put in place to support schools.

A process is in place to address circumstances where the school profile significantly changed 
following the allocation process e.g. a developing school where the net enrolment numbers sig-
nificantly increased.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedule for the 2021/22 school year.

Schools who qualify for additional mainstream developing school posts in accordance with 
these criteria also qualify for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take account 
of this developing status. 

It is also acknowledged that there are some circumstances, which may arise in schools, 
which fall outside the allocations for developing school status. 

These relate to exceptional or emergency circumstances which could not have been an-
ticipated e.g. where the school profile changes very significantly, or where other exceptional 
circumstances have arisen in a school and which may require a review of schools capacity to 
provide additional teaching support for all pupils who need it in the school, or of their utilisation 
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of their allocations.

A process is available where schools can seek a review of their allocations by the National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE), including the utilisation of their allocations, in circum-
stances where a school considers that very exceptional circumstances have arisen subsequent to 
the development of the profile.  

If the school wish to make an exceptional needs review appeal they may do so at the follow-
ing link: ncse.ie/for-schools  

29/09/2021WRE04300Disadvantaged Status

29/09/2021WRE04400139. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education the progress made to date 
in finalising the consultation process in relation to the DEIS programme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [47100/21]

29/09/2021WRE04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A key part of the DEIS Plan was the in-
troduction of a new DEIS identification process based on an objective, statistics based model. 
In terms of the further extension of the DEIS Programme to more schools, an extensive body of 
work is being undertaken in terms of the refinement of this model, including data analysis and 
consultation with education partners. 

Once the work on the refined DEIS ID model has been completed, all schools will be con-
sidered under this new refined model. Until then, it is not intended to extend the DEIS pro-
gramme to any further schools.

29/09/2021WRE04600Special Educational Needs

29/09/2021WRE04700140. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education if there have been 
widespread delays in payments for individuals such as a person (details supplied) who partici-
pated in the Easter supplementary programme and is still awaiting payment from her Depart-
ment for work done; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47141/21]

29/09/2021WRE04800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A to-
tal of 14,179 payment claims have been received from parents under the Supplementary Pro-
gramme. Closing date for applications was 14 May 2021.

Under the programme, parents sourced a teacher and when the delivery of tuition was com-
plete, they submitted a claim to the Department for the payment of the teacher or SNA who 
delivered the additional 5 hours tuition/support per week.  

Payment claims were paper based and processing involves keying all the claims into a data 
base, follow up with some parents regarding queries on the claim, errors and missing informa-
tion.  A dedicated team of staff was put in place for this work. 

A commitment was made to pay all claims in August and most were.  At the end of August, 
there were outstanding queries in respect of 184 claims of which 168 have now been resolved 
successfully and payment will issue on 14th of October.  This includes the tutor referred to by 
the Deputy. 

The reason for the overrun in respect of a small number of claims is due to the fact that ap-
plications for payment were incomplete or incorrect information was provided.
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There are still queries outstanding in respect of 16 claims and these are being followed up.

29/09/2021WRE04900Schools Building Projects

29/09/2021WRE05000141. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the number of sites that 
have been identified for future primary schools in an area (details supplied) to cater for the pro-
jected increase in population over the coming years; and the locations of those sites. [47179/21]

29/09/2021WRE05100142. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the number of sites 
that have been identified for future secondary schools in an area (details supplied) to cater for 
the projected increase in population over the coming years; and the locations of those sites. 
[47180/21]

29/09/2021WRE05200143. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the sites for new sec-
ondary or primary school builds which have been identified by her Department within Dublin 
city and county; the stage the planning or building of each school is at; and the capacity which 
each new school will have when completed and the catchment area for each of those schools. 
[47182/21]

29/09/2021WRE05300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 141 to 
143, inclusive, together.

My Department publishes on its website a monthly update on all major school building 
projects on a county-by-county basis outlining the status of each project.  A link to this listing 
is at: www.gov.ie/en/service/c5b56b-major-projects  

There are 355 projects in total and over 100 in Dublin.   The stage of each project is indicat-
ed in the listing.  Given the volume of projects involved, it would take considerable resources 
to compile the information requested for all projects for their capacity. It would help therefore 
if the Deputy could narrow the information request to specific projects and my Department will 
endeavour to respond in a timely manner. 

Other than for new schools which, since 2011, must prioritise enrolments from the area 
which they are established to serve, schools are responsible for their own admissions policies 
and priorities and my Department does not set catchment areas.    

 In regard to future school requirements, sites for future schools are identified in County De-
velopment Plans/Local Area Plans.  In the case of Rathdown, my Department recently made a 
submission to the draft Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Development Plan 2022-2028 which 
was published earlier this year. The draft plan contains information concerning projected popu-
lations in the various settlements of the county.  The Department’s submission assessed pro-
jected future school place requirements at each settlement and how they can best be met. It took 
account of planned school capacity increases as well as underlying demographic trends at both 
primary and post-primary levels Based on all factors, a view was formed concerning projected 
future requirements and how they can best be met at each settlement.  The Department’s sub-
mission is in the public domain on the website of Dun-Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 141.

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 141.

29/09/2021WRE05600Oideachas trí Ghaeilge
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29/09/2021WRE05700144. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Oideachais cá mhéad dalta atá 
ar an rolla i ngach Gaelscoil i mBaile Átha Cliath. [47183/21]

29/09/2021WRE05800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Le haghaidh 2020-21, leis na sonraí is 
déanaí atá ar fáil, is é líon na ndaltaí atá cláraithe i mBaile Átha Cliath ná 4,387. Tá an figiúr 
aimsithe as liostaí rollaithe na n-iar-bhunscoileanna atá le fáil ag an nasc thíos: www.gov.ie/ga/
bailiuchan/post-primary-schools/  

Tabhair faoi deara: Is é an táscaire do na daltaí sin atá á dteagasc i nGaelcholáiste ná “gach 
dalta a bhfuil na hábhair uile á dteagasc dóibh trí mheán na Gaeilge”.

29/09/2021WRF00200Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

29/09/2021WRF00300145. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Oideachais cá mhéad dalta atá 
ar an rolla i ngach Gaelcholáiste i mBaile Átha Cliath agus céard é uaslíon na ndaltaí is féidir 
a bheith i ngach ceann acu; agus céard iad na pleananna chun spás, ranganna agus foirgnimh 
bhreise a chruthú chun déileáil leis an éileamh ar an nGaeloideachas sna scoileanna sin nó i 
scoileanna eile. [47184/21]

29/09/2021WRF00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta go 
bhfuil sonraí clárúcháin do gach scoil ar fáil ar shuíomh Gréasáin mo Roinne ag www.gov.ie.

Baineann an teorainn de dhaltaí cláraithe le Pátrún na Scoile.

Ba mhaith liom comhairle a chur ar an Teachta freisin go bhfuil sonraí faoi na mórthionsca-
dail reatha agus na Cóiríocht Bhreise Scoile (ASA) ar fáil ar shuíomh Gréasáin mo Roinne ag 
www.gov.ie.

29/09/2021WRF00500Community Employment Schemes

29/09/2021WRF00600146. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will clarify the situ-
ation of persons placed on a community employment scheme and in situations in which such 
a scheme may mean working alongside members the public or categories of at risk persons, if 
the placement officer responsible for the placement must ensure the person being placed on the 
scheme has been vaccinated against Covid-19; if the responsibility in this area lies elsewhere; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47072/21]

29/09/2021WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): Com-
munity Employment (CE) is an active labour market programme providing eligible long-term 
unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to engage in useful 
work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

As the Deputy is aware, as with most other sectors of society, CE schemes have been im-
pacted by the public health restrictions introduced since the onset of COVID-19.  My priority 
has continued to be that CE schemes and CE participants have been fully supported through-
out this period.  CE participants, whose contracts were due to end during periods of public 
health restrictions, had their contracts extended on a number of occasions, most recently up to 
the end of October 2021.

With the successful roll-out of the vaccine programme and in line with Government plans 
for the full re-opening of the economy, under ‘Reframing the Challenge, Continuing Our Re-
covery and Reconnecting’ my priority and the priority of the Department is to have all CE 
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schemes back providing normal services and supports to long-term unemployed CE partici-
pants while delivering essential services to their local communities.

CE sponsoring authorities are the legal employers of their supervisors, assistant supervisors 
and participants.  Department officials have continued to remind CE sponsors, that as employ-
ers and service providers they need to fully adhere to COVID - 19 public health guidelines.

My Department officials cannot ask CE candidates whether they are vaccinated prior to be-
ing referred to CE schemes, as to do so would run counter to data protection and other privacy 
rights.  While every resident over 12 years of age in Ireland is eligible to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine, the Deputy is aware that it is not compulsory to do so.

All employers and service providers operating in the community sector including CE spon-
soring authorities continue to face challenges as the economy and society begins to recover 
from COVID-19.  My Department officials will continue to support CE sponsors in the delivery 
of the wider CE programme throughout this period.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRF00800Social Welfare Benefits

29/09/2021WRF00900147. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
sider raising the income threshold for fuel allowance for persons with disabilities to reflect the 
increased cost of living for persons with a disability; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46854/21]

29/09/2021WRF01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance is a 
payment of €28.00 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each year) from October to April, 
to over 370,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €300 million in 2021.  The 
purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance 
represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet 
those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household.

My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance under the household benefits 
scheme at an estimated cost of €195 million in 2021. 

The criteria for fuel allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available 
to my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  All recipients of non-contributory pay-
ments are accepted as satisfying the means-test for fuel.  People who are in receipt of a qualify-
ing contributory payment must also satisfy a means test. 

Any decision to raising the income threshold for fuel allowance for persons with disabilities 
would have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

My Department does provide additional support to people with disabilities through the 
household benefits package (HHB).  The HHB package comprises the electricity or gas allow-
ance (€35 a month) and the free television licence.  The package is generally available to people 
living in the State aged 66 years and is also available to people under the age of 66 who are in 
receipt of certain welfare type payments including Disability Allowance and Invalidity Pension.  

Under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, a heating supplement may be 
paid to assist people in certain circumstances that have special heating needs.  If a recipient of 
a social protection or HSE payment has exceptional heating costs due to ill health, infirmity 
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or a medical condition which he/she is unable to meet out of household income, that person 
may apply for a heating supplement.  There is no automatic entitlement to a payment.  Heating 
supplements are payable at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme taking into 
account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case in 
order to ensure that the payments target those most in need of assistance.

Exceptional needs payments are also available under the SWA scheme.  Exceptional needs 
payments may be made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to 
meet out of their own resources, and this may include exceptional heating costs.  Decisions on 
such payments are made on a case-by-case basis.

The Programme for Government commits the Government to use the research into the 
cost of disability to individuals and families to properly inform the direction of future policy.  
My Department commissioned Indecon International Consultants to carry out research into the 
cost of disability in Ireland.  The report has been received and my Department is considering it 
in detail. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRF01100Pension Provisions

29/09/2021WRF01200148. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons who first 
paid a class A contribution after 1991 having previously been a modified rate payer and a 
homecarer should be assessed for pension solely on their class A record; if so, the reason a 
person (details supplied) is on a reduced pension; and if a total contribution calculation would 
alter their position. [46906/21]

29/09/2021WRF01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under social welfare leg-
islation, the date of entry into insurance is the date a person becomes an insured person and en-
ters employment for which a social insurance contribution is payable, once they are 16 years of 
age.  This contribution can be paid at the full, modified or self-employed social insurance rate.

Where a contributor has a mixed social insurance record with both modified and full-rate 
contributions, and commenced paying full-rate insurance on or after 6th April 1991, their date 
of entry into insurance is the date on which they first paid any social insurance, be it at a modi-
fied or full rate.  However, if the contributor had paid a full-rate contribution prior to 6th April 
1991 and before they reached 56 years of age, the most favourable date of starting insurable 
employment is taken.

According to the records of my Department, the person concerned paid her first full-rate 
(Class A) contribution in the 1996/97 tax year.  Since this is after 6 April 1991, the date of en-
try to be used for calculation of her pension entitlement is the date when she first commenced 
employment (at modified PRSI rate) on 7 September 1973.

The person concerned reached pension age on 9 March 2021.  According to the records of 
my Department, she had a total of 1,296 qualifying full-rate paid and credited contributions 
from her date of entry into insurable employment on 7 September 1973 to end-December 2020.  
This equated to a yearly average of 25 contributions and an entitlement to standard State pen-
sion (contributory) at 85% of the maximum rate.  The Homemaker’s Scheme was applied to the 
calculation of her pension entitlement.  She was notified in writing of this decision on 3 March 
2021.

Her pension entitlement has been reviewed recently.  While her yearly average has increased, 
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it remains within the 20-29 rate band and there is no change to her rate of pension payment, at 
85% of the maximum rate of State pension (contributory). 

An Aggregated Contribution Method (ACM) was introduced in January 2018 as an alterna-
tive to the ‘yearly average’ method of calculating pension entitlement for those State pension 
(contributory) customers born on or after 1 September 1946 and therefore affected by post-2012 
Budget pension rates.  The ACM provides for up to 20 years of HomeCaring Periods in their 
pension entitlement calculation for applicants who took time out of the workplace for parenting 
or caring duties.

The pension entitlement  of the person concerned under the ACM calculation method 
amounts to 77.69% of the maximum pension rate, thus less than the rate of pension awarded 
under the yearly average calculation.  A total of 260 HomeCaring Periods have been included 
in the ACM calculation.

During the person’s employment in the civil service the rate of PRSI payable was a modified 
or reduced rate of PRSI.  This reduced PRSI rate conveys entitlement only to Widow(er)’s and 
Orphan’s Contributory Pensions and limited Occupational Injuries Benefits.  It does not convey 
entitlement to the State pension (contributory) but the contributions can be used to provide 
entitlement to a mixed insurance pro rata State pension (contributory) based on combined full-
rate and modified contributions.  The person’s entitlement to a mixed insurance pro rata State 
pension (contributory) was also examined, based on her combined full-rate and modified social 
insurance records.  Her rate of entitlement under this calculation is also less than the current rate 
of pension in payment to her. 

Consequently, the person concerned is in receipt of the most financially beneficial rate of 
State pension (contributory) commensurate with her social insurance record as held by my 
Department.  

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRF01400Social Welfare Eligibility

29/09/2021WRF01500149. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County Clare has been refused an application for fuel allowance; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46916/21]

29/09/2021WRF01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Fuel allowance is a means-
tested payment to assist householders on long-term social welfare payments towards the cost of 
their winter heating needs. 

The main eligibility conditions for receipt of fuel allowance are that a person must be in 
receipt of a qualifying payment, satisfy a means test and live alone or with other qualifying per-
sons.  The fuel allowance means test is linked to the maximum rate of State pension (contribu-
tory).  An individual can have weekly income of €100.00 above the maximum rate for State 
pension (contributory) and still be eligible for fuel allowance.  

The person concerned applied for this allowance on 15 October 2019.  He is in receipt of an 
occupational pension in addition to his State pension entitlements.  The amount of the occupa-
tional pension exceeds the permissible weekly means for fuel allowance qualification purposes.

The person’s application for fuel allowance was disallowed and he was notified in writing 
of this decision on 7 November 2019. 
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If the person’s circumstances change, it is open to him to reapply for fuel allowance.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRF01700Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRF01800150. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection the total spend on 
external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46934/21]

29/09/2021WRF01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Regarding information 
technology, my Department engages service providers (individuals or organisations) to provide 
assistance with specific technical skills and projects.  The procurement of such services sup-
ports my Department in providing a high-quality service to the public in a cost-effective manner 
and is governed by a comprehensive regulatory framework. 

The total expenditure by my Department on consultancy and IT external service provi-
sion for the period in question is set out in the following tables.  A detailed breakdown of my 
Department’s expenditure on these areas is available to view on the gov.ie website: assets.gov.
ie/42112/a905be30b85b49d29e2fddb221c1cd92.pdf#page=1.

2018 Total Expenditure
IT External Service Provision €36,450,439
IT Consultancy €397,555
Business Consultancy €474,128

2019 Total Expenditure
IT External Service Provision €43,632,064
IT Consultancy €163,027
Business Consultancy €471,135
In addition, my Department outsources various necessary services, such as cleaning and 

translation services (for example sign language interpretation, official documents translated 
into Irish, etc.) where it is cost-effective to do so.  Contracts awarded for such services in 2018 
and 2019 is set out in out in the following tables.  Details of all contracts awarded by my De-
partment over €25,000 and a list of purchase orders for €20,000 and above, is published on gov.
ie: www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-Policy.aspx  

2018 Additional Contracts 
Awarded

Expenditure Duration of Contract

Provision of Customer Com-
munications Services

€200,000.00 12 Months 

The Supply of Bulk Email 
Relay 

€36,540.00 24 Months 

Provision of Translation 
Services

€308,000.00 12 Months

The Provision of Sanitary 
Hygiene Services

€240,000.00 36 Months

Provision of Canteen, Hos-
pitality and Canteen Clean-
ing  Services 

€165,000.00 24 Months
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2019 Additional Contracts 
Awarded

Amount Duration of Contract

Provision of Commercial 
Cleaning Services

€5,250,000.00 24 Months

Provision of Multi Language 
Interpretation Services

€150,000.00 12 Months

Provision of Media Monitor-
ing Service

€54,000.00 12 Months 

Provision of Record Man-
agement Services 

€1,000,000.00 24 Months

Provision of Translation 
Services (two contracts, 
Irish and other languages)

€580,000.00  

To meet my Department’s policy objectives of providing employment support services to 
jobseekers to assist them into employment, the Department contracts external employment ser-
vices through four programmes - JobPath, Local Employment Services (LES), JobClubs and 
Employability.  The externally contracted provision provides the Department with additional 
employment support capacity and access to specialised skills to meet the job search support and 
employment services requirements of jobseekers.  My Department has committed in a number 
of policy documents (for example, the Make Work Pay for People with Disabilities Report, the 
Social Inclusion Strategy, and Pathways to Work) to extend employment support services to a 
wider range of cohorts including people with disabilities, lone parents and qualified adults.  It 
is important that the Department maintains sufficient employment support capacity to meet cur-
rent and future needs in order to be able to provide a high-quality service to these individuals 
and respond effectively and quickly to rises in unemployment like the one caused by the public 
health crisis. caused by Covid-19.  The following table shows the expenditure on same for the 
relevant period.

Expenditure amounts for 2018 & 2019

Year 2018 2019
JobPath €71.7m €58.6m
Local Employment Service €18.3m €18.3m
Job Clubs €5.1m €4.8m
EmployAbility €8.9m €8.7m

29/09/2021WRF02000Social Welfare Benefits

29/09/2021WRF02100151. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration has 
been given to providing pro-rata rates of disability allowance in recognition of the low thresh-
olds involved in the means testing of this payment and with regard to the cost of disability re-
gardless of household income; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46965/21]

29/09/2021WRF02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There are currently in 
excess of 156,000 persons in receipt of means-tested disability payments from the Department, 
comprising some 154,500 persons in receipt of the Disability Allowance (DA) and some 1,060 
in receipt of Blind Pension (BP).

The means assessment of DA reflects the fact that there is an expectation that people with 
reasonable amounts of income or capital are in a position to use these resources to support 
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themselves, so that social welfare expenditure can be directed towards those who need it most. 

In the means test for DA, cash income that is assessed includes any income from employ-
ment or self-employment (and spouse/partner, if applicable), income from a social security 
pension from another country and maintenance payments.   

Capital assessed as part of the means test includes all monies held in financial institutions 
or otherwise, the market value of shares, as well as houses and premises owned by a claimant 
which may or may not be put to commercial use.  

The family home is never assessed as part of the means test, regardless of who is the legal 
owner. 

The following table sets out the formula for assessing means from capital for DA.

 AMOUNT OF CAPITAL  WEEKLY MEANS ASSESSED 
 Up to €50,000  Nil
 €50,000 - €60,000  €1 per each €1,000 
 €60,000 - €70,000  €2 per each €1,000 
 Over 70,000  €4 per each €1,000 
Recipients of DA are also supported to pursue employment or self-employment through 

earning disregards in the means test.  A recipient can earn up to €140 per week from employ-
ment or self-employment without their payment being affected, while weekly earnings between 
€140 and €350 are assessed at a 50% rate (i.e. 50% are disregarded for the purposes of the 
means assessment).  Earnings from employment over €350 per week are assessed on a euro for 
euro basis.

The conditions attached to payment of DA are consistent with the overall conditions that ap-
ply to social assistance payments generally.  This system of social assistance supports provides 
payments based on an income need with the means test playing the critical role in determining 
whether or not an income need arises as a consequence of a particular contingency – be that 
illness, disability, unemployment or caring.  

The continued application of the means test not only ensures that the recipient has a verifi-
able income need but that resources are targeted to those with greatest need. 

The Department continues to keep the range of supports available under review.  Any pro-
posed changes need to be considered in an overall policy and budgetary context.

29/09/2021WRF02300Community Employment Schemes

29/09/2021WRF02400152. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to date 
in finalising an agreement on remuneration for community employment supervisors; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [47003/21]

29/09/2021WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): As the 
Deputy will be aware, CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors have been seeking for sev-
eral years, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to imple-
ment a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme for 
CE supervisors and assistant supervisors who are employed by CE scheme sponsors.  

This claim creates some difficulties because the State is not the employer of the CE supervi-
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sors.

Within this context, officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform held discussions, over a number of months, on proposals to progress and 
resolve this complex issue, while having regard to the wider budgetary framework.  Officials 
from my Department also held discussions with unions representing CE supervisors and CE 
assistant supervisors.

At the start of April this year, agreement was reached with the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform on proposals to resolve the long-standing issue.  These proposals include a 
financial package.

I am confident these proposals are a solid basis for progressing and resolving this complex 
issue.    Discussions on the proposals are ongoing between my Department and the unions 
representing CE supervisors and assistant supervisors.  The unions have made a number of 
observations, and these are being examined at present by my officials in conjunction with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and other Departments. 

My officials are continuing to progress this matter as a priority, and I would hope that 
these discussions can reach a conclusion in the near future.

29/09/2021WRF02600Pension Provisions

29/09/2021WRF02700153. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if the method 
of calculating contributary pensions will change in 2022; if retirees who would achieve a better 
pension payment under the current averaging system will be allowed to continue having that 
criteria and method used; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47011/21]

29/09/2021WRF02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pensions Commis-
sion was established in November 2020 to examine sustainability and eligibility issues with 
the State Pension and the Social Insurance Fund, in fulfilment of a Programme for Government 
commitment.   

The Commission has now concluded its work and has submitted its final report to me.  The 
report itself is extremely detailed, running to several hundred pages, and covers a range of com-
plex matters in relation to the Pensions system which will require very careful consideration.  I 
will bring the report to Cabinet in the near future, after which the report will be published.  The 
Government is committed to taking action having regard to the recommendations of the Com-
mission within six months.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy at this time.

29/09/2021WRF02900Social Welfare Schemes

29/09/2021WRF03000154. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 121 of 22 September 2021, if she will provide the number of recipients of 
parent’s benefit and leave per month since January 2021, in tabular form. [47041/21]

29/09/2021WRF03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department is not in 
a position to say how many parents avail of Parents leave in a specific week or month as this 
data is not collated.  Data on the number of Parents benefit claims that have been awarded each 
month in the period January - August 2021, is available and is set out in the following table.  It 
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should be noted that while a claim may be awarded in one month, the leave and benefit could 
be availed of at a different time, or over a period of months, as it is available to use one week 
at a time.

2021 No. of Parents Claims Awarded
Jan 2384
Feb 2217
Mar 3170
Apr 6700
May 4637
Jun 4400
Jul 4674
Aug 4239
 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRF03200Departmental Reports

29/09/2021WRF03300155. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the pub-
lication of the cost of disability report. [47193/21]

29/09/2021WRF03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits the Government to use the research into the cost of disability to individuals 
and families to properly inform the direction of future policy.  My Department commissioned 
Indecon International Consultants to carry out research into the cost of disability in Ireland.

The report has been received and my Department is considering it in detail.  As part of this 
consideration, the Department has been briefing and seeking the views of relevant Government 
departments which have a role to play in the delivery of disability services and supports.  This 
matter is significantly wider than the income support system which is why a whole-of-Govern-
ment perspective is being taken.  Once this process is complete, I intend to submit the report to 
Government for consideration.  A decision regarding the appropriate date of publication will be 
made once Government has had an opportunity to consider the report fully.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRF03500Assisted Decision-Making

29/09/2021WRF03600156. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the position regarding the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015; 
when the commencement of the decision support service is scheduled; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46915/21]

29/09/2021WRF03700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) is a very im-
portant piece of legislation that changes the existing law on capacity from the status approach 
of the wardship system to a flexible functional approach, whereby capacity is assessed on an 
issue and time-specific basis.  It will abolish the wards of court system for adults by repealing 
the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871.  Adults currently in wardship will transition to the 
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new decision-making support arrangements on a phased basis over 3 years from the date of 
commencement.

The Government made a commitment in the Programme for Government to commencing 
the 2015 Act, recognising the importance of the much needed reform it represents.  We are 
working towards a date of June 2022 for full commencement and establishment of the Deci-
sion Support Service immediately thereafter.  An inter-departmental steering group is meeting 
regularly to prepare for commencement of the Act.

Amendments are required to the 2015 Act before full commencement can take place.  Work 
is actively underway on an Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill, which 
will address a number of issues required to streamline processes and improve safeguards for 
those who will rely on the provisions of the Act. I expect to be in a position to publish a Bill by 
year-end, and to see it enacted next year.

29/09/2021WRF03800Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRF03900157. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other out-
sourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46921/21]

29/09/2021WRF04000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The information sought by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded 
as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRF04100EU Directives

29/09/2021WRF04200158. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the timeline for the transposition of the Work Life Balance Directive; the process 
by which this directive will be transposed and implemented; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46966/21]

29/09/2021WRF04300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The date for transposition of Directive 2019/1158 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council  on work-life balance for parents and carers is 2 August 2022. The Directive, at 
Article 20 provides a two-year extension, up to 2 August 2024 for Member States to implement 
the final two weeks of paid parental leave (parent’s benefit). 

While many of the provisions of the Directive are already in place or have been implement-
ed, there remain a small number yet to be translated into Irish law and procedures. Legislative 
proposals to implement the Directive fully are currently being prepared and will be brought to 
Government in the coming months.

29/09/2021WRF04400Early Childhood Care and Education

29/09/2021WRF04500159. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the additional funding that has been allocated to the early childhood care 
and education sector in order to meet the commitment in the First Five policy document from 
2019 to double public expenditure by 2028. [46978/21]



29 September 2021

55

29/09/2021WRF04600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): State investment in ELC and SAC has increased by an unprecedented 141% since 
2015. This funding has been used to remove barriers to access so that children can enrol and 
meaningfully participate in high-quality ELC and SAC. 

As the Deputy is aware, First 5, the whole-of Government strategy for babies, young chil-
dren and their families, commits to at least doubling investment in ELC and SAC by 2028. This 
commitment was made in 2018 when the budget was €484.8 million; the budget is now €637.9 
million. My officials are currently engaging in the 2022 estimates process to ensure continued 
commitment to the implementation of First 5. 

A key vehicle to ensure that such significant additional investment delivers for children, 
families and the State will be a new funding model. An Expert Group has been leading the 
work on developing this new funding model since 2019. The Group is independently chaired 
and includes national and international experts in ELC and SAC systems, funding, quality, eco-
nomics, and relevant policy experts from the Government Departments who will be involved in 
implementing the new funding model. They have met nineteen times to date and it is expected 
that their report will be submitted in November 2021. 

The timing of implementation of recommendations will determined in the context of the 
annual estimates process. The full implementation of the Expert Group’s recommendations is 
likely to be a multi-annual process, with funding becoming available on an incremental basis. 
The Expert Group’s work is informing the Budget 2022 process.

The Programme for Government commits to implementing First 5, and the new funding 
model will enable that increased investment to deliver the types of services that align with na-
tional policy objectives of quality, affordability, inclusion and sustainability.

Further information on the work of the Expert Group and documentation related to the pro-
cess is available at www.first5fundingmodel.ie.

29/09/2021WRF04700Early Childhood Care and Education

29/09/2021WRF04800160. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the engagement his Department has had with member and sector workers 
in relation to a campaign by a union (details supplied); and the way his Department plans to 
respond appropriately to the crisis in the early childhood care and education sector. [46979/21]

29/09/2021WRF04900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I meet with representatives of the early learning and care (ELC) and school age 
childcare (SAC) sector on a regular basis, and I have had a number of meetings in relation to 
the Big Start campaign.

On working conditions and staffing, the campaign highlights the low wages of those who 
work in ELC and SAC services. I firmly believe that their level of pay does not reflect the value 
of the work they do for children, for families and for the wider society and economy. It also 
contributes to challenges of recruitment and retention of staff, which are key to the consistency 
of care provided to children.

As the State is not the employer, the Deputy will appreciate that my Department does not set 
wage levels nor determine working conditions for staff working in the sector. My Department 
has, however, over a number of years provided a range of supports to service providers to en-
able them to improve wages and working conditions. However, wages in the sector remain too 
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low and I will continue to work with the sector to improve this situation.

In December 2020, working in partnership with SIPTU and CSI/IBEC, I began a short pro-
cess in which interested parties were invited to discuss how best to address issues of pay and 
conditions in the sector and how a Joint Labour Committee (JLC) might support this. In agree-
ment with IBEC/Childhood Services Ireland, and SIPTU, I appointed Dr Kevin Duffy, former 
Chair of the Labour Court, to be the independent chair of this process.  

On foot of Dr Duffy’s report, on 11 March I wrote to the Minister of State for Business, Em-
ployment and Retail, recommending the establishment of a JLC for the sector. In line with the 
provisions of the Industrial Relations Acts, the Labour Court recommended establishment of a 
JLC, and Minister English accepted the Labour Court’s recommendations. The Establishment 
Order came into effect at the beginning of July. The JLC will provide an opportunity for unions 
and employer representatives to work together to determine wages and working conditions for 
ELC and SAC.

The Big Start campaign also highlights issues of affordability and of the level of public 
investment in the sector. First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children 
and their families, commits to at least doubling investment in ELC and SAC in the decade to 
2028. A key vehicle to ensure that such significant additional investment delivers for children, 
families and the State will be a new funding model. The new funding model will be the frame-
work for additional investment in services in return for clear evidence of quality and affordabil-
ity to ensure effective use of public funding.

An Expert Group has been leading the work on developing this new funding model since 
2019. The Group is independently chaired and includes national and international experts in 
ELC and SAC systems, funding, quality, economics, and relevant policy experts from the Gov-
ernment Departments who will be involved in implementing the new funding model. They have 
met eighteen times to date and it is expected that their report will be submitted in November 
2021. It is anticipated that the Expert Group’s work will inform the Budget 2022 process and 
my officials are already engaged in this.

29/09/2021WRF05000Early Childhood Care and Education

29/09/2021WRF05100161. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth if he will consider an inquiry into the findings of a report (details supplied) 
highlighting that 60% of workers in the early childhood care and education sector earn less than 
the living wage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46980/21]

29/09/2021WRF05200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): In July I met with some of those involved in writing the report, and I welcome 
the report’s findings and proposals. 

On working conditions and staffing, the report highlights the low wages of those who work 
in early learning and care (ELC) and school-age childcare (SAC) services. I firmly believe that 
their level of pay does not reflect the value of the work practitioners do for children, for fami-
lies and for the wider society and economy. It also contributes to challenges of recruitment and 
retention of staff, which are key to the consistency of care provided to children, as the report 
notes.

The State cannot determine wages in the sector as it is not the employer. However, I am 
committed to doing what is in my power to improve wages and working conditions. That is why 
last December I began a process to examine the possibility of regulating pay and conditions 
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in the sector and the suitability of a Joint Labour Committee (JLC). In agreement with IBEC/
Childhood Services Ireland, and SIPTU, I appointed Dr Kevin Duffy, former Chair of the La-
bour Court, to be the independent chair of this process. 

On foot of Dr Duffy’s report, on 11 March I wrote to the Minister of State for Business, 
Employment and Retail, recommending the establishment of a JLC for the sector. 

In line with the provisions of the Industrial Relations Acts, the Labour Court recommended 
establishment of a JLC, and Minister English has now accepted the Labour Court’s recom-
mendations. The Establishment Order came into effect at the beginning of July. The JLC will 
provide an opportunity for unions and employer representatives to work together to determine 
wages and working conditions for ELC and SAC.

29/09/2021WRF05300Domestic Violence

29/09/2021WRF05400162. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the actions the State is taking to realise its obligations under the Istan-
bul Convention signed in 2011 to provide one space in domestic violence refuges per 10,000 
women; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46981/21]

29/09/2021WRF05500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence (DSGBV) is a 
cross Departmental and multi-agency issue with overall policy coordinated by the Department 
of Justice. Separately, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has respon-
sibility in terms of capital provision for the development of new refuges.

The Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women 
and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) sets out signatory obligations but does not set 
out a standard or recommended number of refuges. A policy document “Combating Violence 
Against Women: Minimum Standards for Support Services”, published by the Council of Eu-
rope, references two possible standards depending on the types of service provision in place. 
Tusla has applied the standard of one shelter space per 10,000 head of female population, with 
specific mechanisms for measuring population and calculation of shelter spaces. This standard 
applied by Tusla, reflects the community-focused integrated response for victims, where com-
munity-based organisations and outreach supports are in place alongside refuges. 

Tusla’s ‘Review of the Provision of Accommodation for Victims of Domestic Violence’ has 
been completed. Minister Naughton and I brought an Information Memorandum to the Govern-
ment in July, outlining that this Review will present recommendations on the future configu-
ration of accommodation and services that may be required to holistically meet the needs of 
victims of DSGBV. 

We agreed that the recommendations of the Review will be discussed and actions agreed 
towards future investment in refuge provision as part of the Third National Strategy on DSGBV, 
which is due to be published later this year. 

The Review was also presented to the Monitoring Committee for the National Strategy 
on the 23rd September, with a view to achieving a national consensus with the NGO sector 
on Ireland’s response to these needs. Any decisions with regard to developing or funding new 
services will be made in accordance with the findings of the Review and these engagements.

It is of the utmost importance that the needs of those who experience domestic violence are 
met in the most appropriate way possible. I remain committed to working with all stakeholders 
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to develop the required infrastructure for DSGBV policy and services to be dealt with in as ef-
ficient a manner as possible.

29/09/2021WRF05600Early Childhood Care and Education

29/09/2021WRF05700163. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth his views on the fact that increasing the capitation fund to incentivise 
workers in the early childhood care and education sector to hold a third-level degree is not 
trickling down to the workers given that Ireland continues to have some of the highest childcare 
fees in Europe coupled with the lowest paid workers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46982/21]

29/09/2021WRF05800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Since the introduction of the ECCE pre-school programme in 2010, a higher 
rate of capitation has been applicable to services that meet higher qualification requirements 
for staff delivering the programme. The primary requirement is that room leaders in the ECCE 
programme should have a relevant Bachelor’s degree (level 7 or higher on the National Frame-
work of Qualifications). A Focused Policy Assessment of the ECCE Higher Capitation Payment 
published in 2020 noted the positive impact of this financial incentive in promoting profession-
alisation. For example, the overall proportion of staff working in early learning and care (ELC) 
services with a qualification at Level 7 or higher more than doubled from 13% at end 2013 to 
almost 27% by May 2020.

The Focused Policy Assessment also identified challenges of the Higher Capitation pay-
ment, including its limitation to staff delivering the ECCE programme. First 5 (the whole-of-
Government strategy for babies, young children and their families) commits to a graduate-led 
ELC workforce, with graduates in room leader roles with young children of all ages, not just in 
the ECCE programme.

As the State does not employ early learning and childcare practitioners, the Deputy will 
appreciate that I cannot set wage levels or determine working conditions for staff in the sector. 
Nevertheless, I am very conscious of the need for significant improvement in pay and working 
conditions for practitioners in early learning and childcare services. The level of pay they re-
ceive does not reflect the value of the work they do for children, for families and for the wider 
society and economy. My Department has, however, over a number of years provided a range 
of supports to service providers to enable them to improve wages and working conditions. 

In December 2020, I began a short process to examine the possibility of regulating the pay 
and conditions of employment of practitioners in early learning and childcare, and to examine 
the suitability of establishing a Joint Labour Committee (JLC) for the sector, in line with the 
Programme for Government commitment. In line with the provisions of the Industrial Relations 
Acts, and on foot of the recommendation of the report by the independent chair of the “Pre-
JLC” process, the Labour Court recommended establishment of a JLC, and this recommenda-
tion in turn was accepted by the Minister for Business, Employment and Retail. The Establish-
ment Order came in to effect on 1 July. A JLC could lead to an Employment Regulation Order, 
which would establish binding rates of pay and conditions for the sector.

Work is also progressing on a new funding model. The recommendations of a dedicated 
Expert Group are due later in 2021 and will be central to addressing both affordability and 
quality issues. The Expert Group’s Draft Guiding Principles to underpin a new funding model 
recognise the importance of the workforce in delivering quality services.
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Finally, work on the Workforce Development Plan continues, with a final report expected 
by the end of the year.

29/09/2021WRF05900Childcare Services

29/09/2021WRF06000164. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the status of the restoration of funding cut through the community child-
care subvention stream to a service (details supplied) as of 2021; if he will review the decision 
on which the cut was based; and if he will consider the restoration of this funding. [47040/21]

29/09/2021WRF06100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Special funding allocation for Clare Haven for programme year 2020-2021 
was an increase on their Special funding allocation of the previous year. As outlined in corre-
spondence to the service on the 1st September, the Sustainability and Case Management team 
in the Early Years Division’s Finance, Governance and Reform unit (EYFGR) are reviewing 
the process for Special Service CCSP Programme funding. This review is still ongoing and in 
the interim, the service has received a preliminary payment for the 2021-2022 programme year.

29/09/2021WRG00200Children in Care

29/09/2021WRG00300165. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the spend on foster care in each of the years 2014 to 2020 and to date in 
2021; the percentage of this that was allocated to for-profit agencies; and the amount paid to 
each individual agency. [47109/21]

29/09/2021WRG00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRG00500Child and Family Agency

29/09/2021WRG00600166. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the amount Tusla has paid for the placement of Irish children abroad in each 
of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021; the details of the placements; the number of 
children involved and their ages; the locations they have been sent to; the reasons for being sent 
abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47110/21]

29/09/2021WRG00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to inform the Deputy that this question has been referred to Tusla for direct 
reply to him.

29/09/2021WRG00800Children in Care

29/09/2021WRG00900167. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the number of children reported missing from residential care homes from 
2018 to date in 2021. [47111/21]
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29/09/2021WRG01000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

29/09/2021WRG01100Children in Care

29/09/2021WRG01200168. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the status of the longitudinal study his Department is conducting on children 
leaving the care system (details supplied). [47112/21]

29/09/2021WRG01300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Ryan Report Implementation Plan, action 65, states that ‘the HSE will, with 
their consent, conduct a longitudinal study to follow young people who leave care for 10 years, 
to map their transition to adulthood.

A feasibility study carried out by Dr Carmel Devaney and Dr Cliona Rooney; The Feasibil-
ity of Conducting a Longitudinal Study on Children in Care or Children Leaving Care within 
the Irish Context (Devaney and Rooney, June 2018), provided a detailed overview regarding 
longitudinal research for children in care and those leaving care. 

There is agreement between my Department and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that 
greater knowledge of the lives of children in care and leaving care is necessary. To that end, 
as you point out, agreement was reached to establish a working group comprising relevant of-
ficials from both my Department and Tusla. That working group was established in November 
2020. The purpose of the working group is to inform me on how the Ryan Report Implementa-
tion Plan recommendation for longitudinal research into the lives and experiences of children 
in care and leaving care can best be met.  

To date, five meetings have taken place and two further meetings are planned for October. 
You may be aware, the recent cyber-attack on HSE IT systems impacted some key systems 
within Tusla, and in the immediate aftermath the group was unable to meet as planned. Con-
sequently, and as I’m sure you can appreciate, the work of the group was delayed.  It is my 
expectation that the working group will produce a high-level summary report, outlining the 
findings and conclusions of its work, which I will consider before reaching a decision on how 
best to proceed.

It was originally planned that I would receive the working group’s report at the end of Q3 
2021. However due to the unforeseen delay, as mentioned above, the report is now expected to 
be delivered by end 2021, after which time I will make a decision regarding the next course of 
action.

29/09/2021WRG01400Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRG01500169. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and 
other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46928/21]

29/09/2021WRG01600Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The Department of Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research Innovation and Science’s Vote, Vote 45, came into effect following the Further 
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Revised Estimates for Public Services 2020. 

Accordingly, the information requested is not available for this Department for the periods 
outlined.

29/09/2021WRG01700Apprenticeship Programmes

29/09/2021WRG01800170. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will address the concerns raised in correspondence by an organisa-
tion (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46975/21]

29/09/2021WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Ireland has an advanced system of skills provi-
sion, across Further and Higher Education, lifelong learning and human capital development, 
which is agile and responsive to changes in the world of work, in order to address evolving 
skills needs. 

The National Skills Council (NSC) and nine Regional Skills Fora (RSF), created under 
the National Skills Strategy, foster engagement and collaboration between relevant Govern-
ment Departments and agencies, the education and training system, and enterprise. The broader 
skills ecosystem also encompasses entities including the Skills and Labour Market Research 
Unit (SLMRU, hosted in SOLAS), the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN, Depart-
ment of Enterprise, Trade and Employment) and the National Training Fund Advisory Group 
(NTFAG, DFHERIS). While DFHERIS has responsibility for skills policy, this broader skills 
ecosystem informs and drives responsive, flexible forecasting, planning, and provision. 

In terms of supporting learners to develop skills and achieve relevant qualifications to sup-
port the industries set out below, there are a wide range of programmes available across the 
further education and training and the higher education sectors to support the agri-machinery 
field.  Examples include work based learning through traineeship (HGV Professional Driver 
Traineeship, Welding Fabrication Traineeship) or apprenticeship (see below) and the general 
further and higher education programmes from welding and motor technology to electronic 
engineering.  

Eight of the ten occupations listed are craft apprentice occupations. Apprenticeship is a de-
mand driven, employer-led offering based on a contract of employment between the apprentice 
and their respective employer. Therefore the number of apprentices in any specific sector is de-
termined directly by employer provision.  Recognising the importance of these occupations to 
the economy and the opportunity offered by apprenticeship to support economic recovery, the 
Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme (AIS) was launched in March 2020 to support employ-
ers to continue to recruit apprentices during the COVID-19 period.  The establishment, funding 
and success of the scheme is a strong demonstration of  the Government’s commitment to the 
development and growth of apprenticeship in Ireland, which will be sustained and intensified 
through the implementation of the Action Plan for Apprenticeship.  In addition to the existing 
apprenticeships, a Commercial Driver Apprenticeship is in development and due to be launched 
shortly.  

The closure of face to face training in education and training institutions resulted in a back-
log of off-the-job training delivery for craft apprentices in phases 2,4 and 6 of their seven phase 
apprenticeship. SOLAS and the HEA have been working with education and training providers 
to agree a significant response which commenced in September and will clear the waiting lists 
by April 2022 for phase 4 and 6 and by year end 2022 for phase 2 apprentices.  An update is-
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sued on www.apprenticeship.ie on 23rd September.  Published minimum entry requirements for 
apprenticeship include an age restriction and academic entry requirements – apprentices must 
be aged 16 years or over and must hold a junior cycle certificate or equivalent or have relevant 
experience.  The actual entry requirements to access to employment may be higher than the 
minimum entry requirements and are set by employers in accordance with the level of educa-
tion or experience required to deliver the role effectively in the workplace.  Apprenticeship 
qualifications range from QQI level 5-10, with a number of programmes requiring post-school 
level qualifications and experience as entry requirements.

General expansion of apprenticeship as a route to career development is a key priority for 
Government.  As such, an Action Plan for Apprenticeship 2021-2025 was published in April of 
this year which sets out a strategic approach to broadening the visibility of apprenticeship as an 
opportunity for school leavers and career changers.

29/09/2021WRG02000Education and Training Boards

29/09/2021WRG02100171. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science when outstanding claims for incremental credits will be finalised in the 
case of a person (details supplied) given that this matter has been ongoing for some time; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [47001/21]

29/09/2021WRG02200Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Claims for incremental credit pertaining to the 
personal salary of an employee is a matter for the employee concerned and their employer, 
Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB).

The criteria required to have incremental credit awarded to primary and post-primary school 
teachers is set out in the Department of Education and Skills Circulars 10/2001, 29/2007 and 
29/2010.  The terms and conditions set out in these circulars were agreed under the auspices of 
the Teachers’ Conciliation Council (TCC).

I understand from LMETB that the staff member referred to by the deputy has been working 
to progress this query in conjunction with the HR Department of LMETB.  LMETB HR depart-
ment continues to work on this matter as an active case and are liaising in this regard with the 
staff member concerned.

29/09/2021WRG02300Grant Payments

29/09/2021WRG02400172. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the total allocated Exchequer funds for 2021 for the student grant 
scheme, student assistance scheme and associated supports, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47054/21]

29/09/2021WRG02500Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The principal support provided by my Depart-
ment in financial terms is the Student Grant Scheme. Under the terms of the Scheme, grant 
assistance is awarded to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who 
meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, 
previous academic attainment and means.

The scheme is demand led and as such the numbers applying each year can change for rea-
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sons such as demographics, employment rates etc.   The budgetary provision for the Student 
Grant Scheme in 2021 is  €364.5M, plus €9.05M to cover SUSI administrative costs.

The Student Assistance Fund (SAF) provides financial assistance to students experiencing 
financial difficulties while attending third level.  Students can be assisted towards costs such 
as rent, childcare costs, transport costs and books/class materials. Students on full or part-time 
courses leading to a higher education award (NQF level 6-10) in the universities, institutes of 
technology and other approved colleges can apply for the SAF. The core allocation for the SAF 
is €9.1 million per annum which is expected to support circa 14,000 students.  This includes 
€1 million which was added to the fund in 2017 for part-time students who are lone parents or 
members of the other access target groups. Prior to that the fund supported full-time students 
only. In July 2021, as part of the €21 million of extra supports for students in further and higher 
education, an additional €10 million in financial support to students in financial difficulties 
while in higher education. This will be mainly made available through the Student Assistance 
Fund.   This Department is working closely with the Higher Education Authority regarding the 
best way for disbursing the funds to the Higher Education Institutions to ensure students who 
find themselves in a financial situation are supported.

The Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) supports participation by students with a dis-
ability in further and higher education. The FSD is one of the main funding sources supporting 
participation by students with disabilities in approved further and higher education courses in 
Ireland. It also supports students from Ireland to study on approved courses in Northern Ireland, 
the UK and other EU countries. The actual level of support to be provided to individual students 
is decided by each HEI who carry out a needs assessment to determine the types of supports 
and accommodations needed. The 2021 allocation to the fund is €7.658m which supports circa 
14,000 students. 

The Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH) Fund is the funding mechanism 
that supports the implementation of the current National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher 
Education (NAP) 2015 - 2021.  There are three strands of the PATH fund and the 2021 alloca-
tion for the fund is just over €9m.

29/09/2021WRG02600Student Accommodation

29/09/2021WRG02700173. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of students on college waiting lists for accommodation; and 
his views on whether the current situation in relation to student accommodation is a crisis. 
[47194/21]

29/09/2021WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I am acutely aware of the challenges facing 
students with regard to securing accommodation. A number of factors are exacerbating the 
problem this year including houses previously rented to students being rented to year-round 
tenants, a reluctance by people to rent rooms in their houses to students due to Covid concerns, 
and higher education institutions in general not offering shared rooms this year. 

In the context of significant unmet demand for student accommodation, I was extremely 
disappointed to see the recent granting by Local Authorities of “Change of Use” permissions to 
allow privately-owned purpose built student accommodation be used for other purposes. This 
runs contrary to the Student Accommodation Strategy. I welcome the issuing by the Department 
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage of a circular to Local Authorities underscoring the 
critical need for purpose-built student accommodation to be available to meet the needs of stu-
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dents in third level education.

Housing For All, the Government’s recently announce plan for housing, contains a com-
mitment to support technological universities to develop purpose-built student accommodation 
where such a requirement exists, through access to appropriate financing, and a specific action 
in relation to legislating to allow for Technological Universities to borrow from the Housing 
Finance Agency.   

My officials and I will continue to work with colleagues in the Department of Housing, Lo-
cal Government and Heritage, the universities, and the Union of Students in Ireland on these 
issues.

My Department does not hold the specific information sought with regard to waiting lists.

29/09/2021WRG02900Visa Applications

29/09/2021WRG03000174. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice when persons (details 
supplied) in County Clare will receive their pre-clearance and visa approval to return to Ireland 
from Vietnam; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46875/21]

29/09/2021WRG03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The persons 
referred to by the Deputy submitted online Join Family visa applications on 14 July 2021.  The 
supporting documentation and relevant fees were received on 13 August 2021 in the Hanoi visa 
office. These applications are currently awaiting comprehensive examination.

All applications are processed in chronological order, based on date order of receipt. While 
every effort is made to process applications as soon as possible, processing times will vary hav-
ing regard to the volume and complexity of applications, the possible need for the Immigration 
Service of my Department to investigate, inquire into, or seek further information, and the re-
sources available. Applicants are advised to allow at least 12 weeks for processing.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

29/09/2021WRG03200EU Agreements

29/09/2021WRG03300175. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice the reason Schengen co-op-
eration has improved over the past number of years; if she will outline the improvements in 
the operation of the agreement; if Brexit has allowed an improvement of co-operation through 
Schengen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46857/21]

29/09/2021WRG03400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that Ire-
land’s participation in the European Union’s Schengen Agreement is limited to some of the 
policing co-operation agreements under which participating member states co-ordinate polic-
ing activities. This includes the current second generation of the Schengen Information System 
(SIS II). 

SIS II is a centralised secure database used by European countries for maintaining informa-
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tion (alerts) related to border security and law enforcement and is a critical component of the 
open border policy that has been operating in Europe. The integration of SIS II into national 
systems means that automatic alerts are generated in real-time in instances where, for example, 
a Garda member encounters a person who is wanted or has been involved in a serious crime 
in another jurisdiction. SIS II also generates alerts on missing persons (in particular children), 
as well as information on certain types of property, such as banknotes, vehicles, firearms and 
identity documents that may have been stolen, misappropriated or lost.

Ireland’s participation in SIS is not impacted by Brexit, although unfortunately as the Dep-
uty will appreciate, the UK no longer participates in SIS II as a consequence of its departure 
from the EU.  

On 15 September last, the Garda Commissioner and I welcomed six months of Ireland’s 
successful connection to SIS II, which occurred on 15 March 2021.

I can inform the Deputy that in the first six months of operation, there have been 74 arrests 
on SIS Article 26 (Alerts on Persons Wanted for Arrest for Surrender or Extradition Purposes) 
and 52 Arrests on already endorsed European Arrest Warrants for offences including drug traf-
ficking, robbery, sexual assault, burglary, theft, assault causing harm, fraud and property of-
fences. This is double the corresponding figures for the same six months in 2020. 

I am very pleased with the progress Ireland has made since connecting to SIS II six months 
ago. These numbers demonstrate the positive impact SIS II has had on the investigation of 
trans-European crime to date, with a significant increase in the number of arrests for a large 
number of crime types.

29/09/2021WRG03500Residency Permits

29/09/2021WRG03600176. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination for residency and naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [46858/21]

29/09/2021WRG03700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The Interna-
tional Protection Office of my Department is responsible for processing applications for inter-
national protection under the International Protection Act 2015. It also considers, as part of a 
single procedure process, whether applicants should be given permission to remain.

For reasons of confidentiality I am unable to comment on any individual immigration or 
international protection cases.

If the persons referred to by the Deputy have made applications for international protection 
in the State, they should contact the International Protection Office directly either by email to 
info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing 
to Customer Service Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 
2.

29/09/2021WRG03800An Garda Síochána

29/09/2021WRG03900177. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the person or body that will 
manage the promotion of Garda sergeants, inspectors and superintendents in the future under 
her Department’s planned reforms. [46859/21]
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29/09/2021WRG04000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that pro-
motions to the ranks of Sergeant and Inspector are the subject of recent Regulations - Garda Sío-
chána (Appointment to the Ranks of Inspector and Sergeant) Regulations 2021 S.I. 370/2021.

These Regulations were drafted in accordance with Section 122(1)(j) of the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005, and fulfil a long-term objective to establish an efficient, independent and best practice 
promotion process for Garda Sergeants and Inspectors. The requirement to amend the promo-
tion process for Sergeants and Inspectors was endorsed in the Report of the Commission on the 
Future of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI) following its fundamental in-depth review in 2018, and 
was contained as a key action in ‘A Policing Service for our Future’, the implementation plan 
for the CoFPI report.  

These Regulations mark a fundamental change by providing that promotion competitions 
to these supervisory ranks, which previously had been managed wholly by An Garda Síochána, 
will for the first time be carried out in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service (PAS). 
Following an independent selection process carried out by PAS, a panel will be formed from 
which the Garda Commissioner will appoint candidates as appropriate and in accordance with 
the requirements of An Garda Síochána. 

The introduction of the Regulations has allowed the commencement of a new competition 
for promotion to Garda Sergeant which will address the need for new appointments to this im-
portant supervisory role within the organisation.  

It is my intention that these new arrangements for promotion to Sergeant and Inspector 
would continue after the enactment of the Policing, Security and Community Safety Bill which 
is currently being drafted.  Insofar as appointments to the rank of Superintendent are concerned, 
these are currently made by the Policing Authority.  Under the Bill, responsibility for such ap-
pointments will transfer to the Commissioner and it would be my expectation that promotion 
competitions for these appointments would also be conducted by the Public Appointments Ser-
vice in the future.

29/09/2021WRG04100An Garda Síochána

29/09/2021WRG04200178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to the CSO keeping Garda PULSE data under reservation; the actions her Department 
is taking to improve the quality of Garda PULSE data; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46861/21]

29/09/2021WRG04300Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that un-
der the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management 
and administration of An Garda Síochána. This responsibility includes the management of the 
PULSE system and the gathering of data generally. 

The Deputy will also be aware that the CSO resumed publication of recorded crime statis-
tics in March 2018 using the category ‘Under Reservation’. This allowed the CSO to use the 
best available data for crime recorded in Ireland while informing users of concerns regarding 
the quality of the data.

I am advised that the CSO and An Garda Síochána consulted on the steps needed in order to 
get the reservation lifted. The CSO proposals outlined three main areas for development regard-
ing the quality of PULSE based statistics, being the appointment by An Garda Síochána of a 
senior manager with overall responsibility for data quality, provision of a more comprehensive 
set of crime counting rules, and the development and implementation of a formal quality man-
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agement system for PULSE-based statistics.   

Significant progress has been made in each of these areas, including  the appointment of 
a Chief Information Officer for An Garda Síochána in November 2019, who engages exten-
sively with the CSO on data quality matters, and the publication of the Guide to How Crime is 
Recorded and Counted by An Garda Síochána.  In addition, a data quality framework has been 
developed and is operated by the Garda Information Services Centre (GISC).

This progress has been acknowledged by the CSO, as have been improvements in data qual-
ity as GISC has progressively created a greater proportion of incidents. 

The Deputy will be aware that the fourth Review of the Quality of Recorded Crime Statis-
tics published by the CSO on 21 July 2021, examines the extent to which user needs for crime 
data are being met from PULSE and notes that better quality data is enabling the CSO to expand 
the statistical products it can provide. For instance, as a result of the improved reliability of 
PULSE outputs relating to detected crime and suspected offenders, the CSO has been able to 
publish new and more detailed statistical analysis related to these categories. The CSO report 
also acknowledges other improvements in PULSE data quality, such as the classification of 
crime incidents and timeliness of recording incidents.

29/09/2021WRG04400An Garda Síochána

29/09/2021WRG04500179. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the person or body that is 
responsible for the collection, input and centralisation of data under the new Garda operational 
model; and the person or body that will hold the position of data controller in each division. 
[46862/21]

29/09/2021WRG04600Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the general management and administration of 
the Garda organisation under the Garda Síochána Act 2005. This includes processing of per-
sonal data for law enforcement purposes. 

Processing of personal data for law enforcement purposes is subject to Part 5 of the Data 
Protection Act 2018. Section 69(1) of the Act defines a data controller as a competent author-
ity that, whether alone or jointly with others, determines the purposes and means of processing 
personal data. 

As a competent authority for law enforcement with functions established under Section 7(1) 
of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, An Garda Síochána is the data controller for personal data pro-
cessed by it for the purposes of prevention, detection, investigation or prosecution of criminal 
offences, including personal data processed under the new Garda Operating Model. 

Under the overall responsibility of the Garda Commissioner, all members and staff of An 
Garda Síochána must abide by relevant policies and procedures in respect of the processing of 
personal data. This includes the commitment, under the Code of Ethics for An Garda Síochána, 
to gather, retain, access, disclose of process information only in accordance with the law and 
principles of data protection. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that both currently and under the new Garda Operat-
ing Model, the Garda Information Service Centre (GISC) has primary responsibility for the 
input and collection of crime incident data, working with Garda members to ensure that data on 
every incident is centrally recorded consistently and accurately.
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In compliance with data protection legislation, the Data Protection Officer (DPO) is a Prin-
cipal Officer position in An Garda Síochána reporting to the Executive Director, Chief Informa-
tion Officer. I am informed that the role is currently filled on an acting basis with a permanent 
appointment due to be made at the conclusion of a dedicated open competition in October, 
2021. The Data Protection Commissioner was formally notified of the appointment of the cur-
rent DPO in line with the provisions of Article 37(7) of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(the GDPR, EU 2016/679) and Section 88(4)(b) of the Data Protection Act 2018.

29/09/2021WRG04700An Garda Síochána

29/09/2021WRG04800180. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the status of the ongoing 
pay dispute with senior officers of An Garda Síochána in relation to the availability allowance; 
and the impact of this dispute on current GSOC investigations. [46863/21]

29/09/2021WRG04900Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Issues relating to a review of the 
Availability Allowance which is paid to Superintendents and Chief Superintendents have been 
the subject of extensive engagement at official and Ministerial level over a number of years.

A review of the Availability Allowance undertaken by Garda management and my Depart-
ment, with input from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, has been shared with 
both the Superintendents Association and the Chief Superintendents Association. The review 
suggests that this issue could be considered under the sectoral bargaining element of the new 
public service agreement, Building Momentum.  

I am advised, however, that the Associations do not favour this approach.  I am further ad-
vised that unfortunately the approach being taken by both Associations in respect of their duties 
has the potential to impact on Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) investiga-
tions, in circumstances where an officer may be appointed to investigate a complaint which has 
been returned by GSOC to An Garda Síochána for investigation.  

I can inform the Deputy that I have discussed this potential impact with my colleague the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and my officials will engage further with Garda manage-
ment and his Department in this regard, as part of the ongoing work to find a resolution to this 
matter.

29/09/2021WRG05000Naturalisation Applications

29/09/2021WRG05100181. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice if she will review the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Regulations with regard to fees for persons seeking a certificate of 
naturalisation in cases in which the persons concerned can provide evidence that they have been 
living in Ireland for decades, paid their taxes and contributed to their respective communities 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46898/21]

29/09/2021WRG05200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I recognise 
and acknowledge the crucial role the person referred to by the Deputy, and all frontline work-
ers, have and are continuing to play in responding to the threat of COVID-19. They work in a 
challenging environment and deal with vulnerable people on a daily basis. Their exceptional 
commitment has been particularly clear throughout the pandemic, during which they have been 
playing a key role in preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

I am also deeply conscious of how important the granting of naturalisation is to those who 
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apply for it and my Department has continued to accept and process citizenship applications 
throughout the pandemic and at all levels of public health restrictions. 

All naturalisation applications, whether they are made by EU citizens or non-EU citi-
zens, are processed entirely in accordance with the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended. There are no provisions to apply different criteria depending on 
the category of employment or nationality of the applicant. All applicants are required to meet 
minimum periods of reckonable residence and standard checks are carried out as part of the 
overall process to maintain its integrity.

The fees in relation to applications for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the 
provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 and have not increased in 
the past ten years notwithstanding that considerable investments has taken place including a 
new website and an e-payments facility. 

The fees are in two parts - the current application fee is €175, payable when an application 
for naturalisation is lodged; and a certification fee which is payable, only when the application 
is successful, and a certificate of naturalisation issues. 

The standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case 
of an application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made 
by a widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised 
refugees and stateless persons, there is no certification fee.  

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation which, given the benefits involved, 
is quite a detailed process.  

There is no provision for the discretionary waiver or reduction of fees, or for different fees 
to be applied. All of fees payable under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as 
amended, are kept under ongoing review by my Department. However, there are currently no 
plans to amend the fees.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory conditions as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act 1956, as amended and pay the appropriate fees.

29/09/2021WRG05300Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRG05400182. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Justice the total spend on external 
contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46931/21]

29/09/2021WRG05500Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department spent the following on external contractors, consultancy services and other out-
sourcing in years 2018 and 2019:
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Year €’000
2018 7,167 
2019 18,694 

29/09/2021WRG05600Naturalisation Applications

29/09/2021WRG05700183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); when 
their application can be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47008/21]

29/09/2021WRG05800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): This applica-
tion for a certificate of naturalisation continues to be processed with a view to establishing 
whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will 
be submitted to me for decision in due course. 

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

29/09/2021WRG05900Citizenship Applications

29/09/2021WRG06000184. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in 
respect of the determination of an application for citizenship in the case if a person (details sup-
plied); when the application can expect to be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [47142/21]

29/09/2021WRG06100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The applica-
tion referred to by the Deputy is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether 
the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be sub-
mitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
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application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

29/09/2021WRH00200An Garda Síochána

29/09/2021WRH00300185. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí currently 
stationed in the Garda station in Carraroe, County Galway; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [47157/21]

29/09/2021WRH00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, under 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the administration 
and management of An Garda Síochána, including the deployment of Gardaí.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 31 August 2021, six Garda members com-
prising one inspector, one sergeant and four Gardaí were stationed at An Cheathrú Rua (Car-
raroe), County Galway.

Detailed information in relation to Garda numbers is available on my Department’s web-
site. This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Sío-
chána, and includes the number of Gardaí by station across the whole country.

The information can be found at the following link: www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_
Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures  

29/09/2021WRH00500Covid-19 Pandemic

29/09/2021WRH00600186. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of his plans to issue 
EU Digital COVID Certificates to persons vaccinated in non-EU countries; the timeline for the 
roll-out of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47158/21]

29/09/2021WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following the successful rollout of the 
initial implementation phase of the EU Digital COVID Certificate in Ireland the Government is 
adding a further service to enable Irish citizens vaccinated outside of the EU to obtain a Digital 
COVID certificate valid in Ireland and across the EU. 

This service will be released in a two phased approach. During Phase 1 the portal will ac-
cept applications from Irish citizens vaccinated in Northern Ireland who hold a Northern Irish 
COVID vaccination certificate with a QR code. Phase 2 will accept applications from other 
non-EU countries. An announcement on the launch of the portal will be made shortly.

29/09/2021WRH00800Hospital Staff
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29/09/2021WRH00900187. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the administration staffing shortages in the oncology department of Tallaght Hospital (details 
supplied); and the way he plans to resolve this staffing issue. [46856/21]

29/09/2021WRH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRH01100Hospital Staff

29/09/2021WRH01200188. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the funding that has been al-
located or will be provided for the recruitment of staff in the second catheterisation laboratory 
at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46873/21]

29/09/2021WRH01300189. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will give consideration to 
providing additional cardiologists for the second catheterisation laboratory at University Hos-
pital Waterford; the number of additional cardiologists being sought; and the funding allocated 
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46874/21]

29/09/2021WRH01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 188 
and 189 together.

In 2016, the Herity Report concluded that the needs of the effective catchment population 
of University Hospital Waterford (UHW) could be accommodated from a single Cath lab and 
recommended that the operating hours of the existing Cath lab should be extended.

The HSE has advised that discussions are still on-going to commence extended working 
days (8am-8pm) in the Cath Lab in University Hospital Waterford in.  It is intended to progress 
to 7 day extended hours working on an incremental basis during 2021.

The Programme for Government commits to the delivery of a second cath lab in University 
Hospital Waterford.   The Contractor for the construction of the new Cath Lab at University 
Hospital Waterford (UHW) was formally appointed on 25th March 2021. The project com-
menced on 17th May 2021 with a 13 month works programme. The project could not com-
mence earlier due to levels of Covid Infection presenting at UHW. 

It is expected the main Contractor will hand over the project by the end of June 2022. Equip-
ping and commissioning will follow for a period of 2 months and the Cath Lab is expected to 
be available for operational use from September 2022 onwards.

The Herity Report also recommended that the current 9 to 5 provision of emergency pPCI 
services at UHW should cease to allow the hospital to focus on the much larger volume of 
planned work. The then Minister for Health asked the Department to address the implications 
of this recommendation by arranging for a National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services. 

The National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services commenced in January 2018. This 
Review aims to achieve optimal patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis 
on the safety, quality and sustainability of the services that patients receive by establishing the 
need for an optimal configuration of a national adult cardiac service. This aligns with the Sláin-
tecare reform programme.

While substantial progress has been made on the Review, the COVID-19 Pandemic has 
impacted on its progress. Work has now recommenced on the Review to progress this over the 



29 September 2021

73

coming months. As part of this, the Steering Group, under the Chairship of Prof Philip Nolan, 
has reconvened and a meeting was held on 20th September. 

As the issues raised in the deputy’s question are service matters, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 189 answered with Question No. 188.

29/09/2021WRH01600Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRH01700190. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46877/21]

29/09/2021WRH01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRH01900Ambulance Service

29/09/2021WRH02000191. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of callouts to an area 
(details supplied) in County Cork by the national ambulance service to date in 2021, in tabular 
form, and by reason for callout. [46880/21]

29/09/2021WRH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRH02200Health Services

29/09/2021WRH02300192. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of a project in Co Cork 
(details supplied). [46881/21]

29/09/2021WRH02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

29/09/2021WRH02500Home Help Service

29/09/2021WRH02600193. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health when home help will be provided 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46889/21]

29/09/2021WRH02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRH02800Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRH02900194. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person concerned can expect an appointment in the Midland 
Regional Hospital, Tullamore. [46890/21]
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29/09/2021WRH03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRH03100Abortion Services

29/09/2021WRH03200195. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the study that 
his Department has conducted asking service providers of termination of pregnancy services 
about their experiences with protesters and their demands; when the details of this study will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46891/21]

29/09/2021WRH03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At the end of 2019 the Department of 
Health held an informal consultation with service providers, to examine their experiences dur-
ing the initial months of termination of pregnancy service roll-out and to inform the Depart-
ment’s consideration of safe access to termination services. No formal consultation process was 
commissioned or conducted in this regard.   

The Department requested that the HSE circulate questionnaires to those providing termina-
tion of pregnancy services in the community and in the acute hospital sector.   

No responses were returned by any of the nineteen maternity hospitals/units in the country.  

A total of 85 completed questionnaires were received in response to the questionnaire circu-
lated to General Practitioners providing termination of pregnancy services. At the time, a total 
of 340 GPs were participating in providing termination services.  

While the consultation response rate among GPs was low, it indicated that 29 GPs had expe-
rienced protests at their practices. Of the 85 GPs who responded, 74 indicated that protests had 
no effect on patients attending their practices, and 71 said there was no effect on staff working 
at the premises.  

Fifteen GPs who responded to the consultation indicated that they wanted safe access leg-
islation to be introduced.  

Officials in my Department continue to prioritise safe access to termination of pregnancy 
services and to examine legislative options in this area. I plan to have proposals for safe access 
zones on the legislative programme for Spring 2022.

29/09/2021WRH03400Community Care

29/09/2021WRH03500196. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if he will implement a reablement 
programme in each community health area as a matter of urgency similar to the successful pilot 
reablement programme run in north Dublin city in 2013 which proved to reduce the number of 
persons requiring home help and save money for the health service; if his attention has been 
drawn to the extent of the proven benefits of such a programme in terms of health and cost sav-
ings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46892/21]
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29/09/2021WRH03600197. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE continues to 
decline to fund a pilot reablement programme in the CHO2 community health area, despite the 
CHO2 region making such a proposal as far back as early 2018, based on their stated conten-
tion of significant benefits such a programme would bring to patients in terms of maintaining 
functionality and to CHO2 in terms of reduced requirement for ongoing home support; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46893/21]

29/09/2021WRH03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 196 and 197 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 197 answered with Question No. 196.

29/09/2021WRH03900Home Help Service

29/09/2021WRH04000198. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Galway and nationally waiting for an assessment or reassessment for home help hours and for 
additional home help hours; the number approved but on a waiting list; the length of time each 
has been waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46894/21]

29/09/2021WRH04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRH04200Home Help Service

29/09/2021WRH04300199. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if a shortage of staff is hamper-
ing the provision of services under the HSE home support service; if so, the extent of same; the 
areas that are worst affected; the steps being taken to address the issue; the number of persons 
employed in the provision of the service; the number of persons required to fully operate the 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46895/21]

29/09/2021WRH04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Programme 
for Government (2020) commits to the introduction of a statutory scheme to support people to 
live in their own homes, which will provide equitable access to high-quality, regulated home 
care. In this regard, the Department is in the process of developing a statutory scheme for the 
financing and regulation of home-support. It is intended that the new scheme will provide eq-
uitable and transparent access to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs.

The Department of Health is cognisant of the challenges associated with recruiting and re-
taining staff in the home help sector and is committed to working across Government and with 
relevant stakeholders to ameliorate these issues. The Programme for Government committed to 
establishing a Workforce Planning Expert Unit to work with the education sectors, regulators, 
and professional bodies to improve the availability of health professionals and reform their 
training to support integrated care across the entire health service.

 A Strategic Workforce Planning Unit has been established within the Department of Health 
to achieve these aims. They key objective of the Unit is the development of an Integrated Health 
Workforce Planning Strategy and Workforce Planning Model in consultation with key stake-
holders and in line with the Programme for Government commitment to define health work-
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force planning needs across the entire health sector, including both public and private health 
care provision, into the future.  

I have asked the HSE to address the operational issues raised in the question and reply to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRH04500Hospital Facilities

29/09/2021WRH04600200. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to the Exchequer 
of providing free car parking at all public hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46897/21]

29/09/2021WRH04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes 
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all 
public hospitals, where possible and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for pa-
tients and their families.  My Department and the HSE are currently examining the issue. 

In relation to the specific service matter raised, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRH04800Mental Health Services

29/09/2021WRH04900201. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health when mental health 
services, both in the private sector and those facilitated by the Health Service Executive, will 
recommence fully in-person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46900/21]

29/09/2021WRH05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRH05100Mental Health Services

29/09/2021WRH05200202. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the mental health 
supports his Department is planning to put in place for 2022; the funding to date in 2021 for 
mental health supports; the way that funding has been allocated and spent; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46901/21]

29/09/2021WRH05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The development 
of all aspects of mental health services remains a priority for Government. This is reflected in 
the current Programme for Government, the new policy, Sharing the Vision - A Mental Health 
Policy for Everyone, and the significant additional funding given to HSE Mental Health ser-
vices in Budget 2021. 

The Department is engaging in dialogue with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and the HSE in relation to the 2022 Estimates. Until these discussions are concluded it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment on this matter. However, I am committed to ensur-
ing the continued enhancement of mental health services through the allocation of additional 
development funding in mental health in 2022. 

I would note for the Deputy that 2021 saw a record budget for mental health of over €1.1 bil-
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lion, including €23 million to commence implementation of many of the short-term recommen-
dations of Sharing the Vision in 2021 and the HSE National Service Plan. €15m is to address 
the additional challenges posed by Covid-19, including increased step-down beds, private surge 
capacity, extra resources for community mental health teams and reconfiguration of residential 
facilities to meet Mental Health Commission recommendations. An additional €2.2m was al-
located in 2020 to develop telehealth and psychosocial responses to Covid-19 for healthcare 
workers and the public.

Of the €23 million allocated to commence implementation of many of the short-term recom-
mendations of Sharing the Vision in 2021, €8.737 million has been released to the HSE. This 
funding has enabled the HSE to progress initiatives agreed in the National Service Plan 2021 
and Sharing the Vision, including crisis resolution teams, peer support programme, individual 
placement support, development of the national clinical programmes, the recently launched 
DBT training programme and the recruitment of a bereavement co-ordinator under Connecting 
for Life, the National Strategy to Reduce Suicide. The remaining MH posts provided for under 
2021 development funding will continue to be progressed in Q4 2021

While we do not yet fully understand Covid-19’s impact on mental health, the extent of sup-
ports that may be required and how this will affect longer term service demand the Department 
and HSE continue to plan for any potential surge in demand as it arises and as services return 
to normal provision and capacity. The HSE has a range of proactive responses for any rise in 
service need. 

Throughout the pandemic, with adaptations, enhancements and improvements, mental 
health services continued to operate to approximately 85-90% capacity. In particular, expanded 
and enhanced digital services were crucial in responding to both existing and new and emerg-
ing need.

29/09/2021WRH05400Hospital Facilities

29/09/2021WRH05500203. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of all facilities 
available to the public at Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel; the terms for attendance at each service; 
the numbers attending each service per year for the past five years; the number of staff working 
in each section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46914/21]

29/09/2021WRH05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRH05700Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRH05800204. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when an operation will 
be carried out for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46919/21]

29/09/2021WRH05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ00200Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRJ00300205. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the total spend on external 
contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 2019. [46929/21]

29/09/2021WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The following table outlines the expen-
diture in consultancy as well as external & outsourced services in 2018 and 2019.

Service 2018 2019
€,000 €,000

Consultancy 1,467 1,225
External & Outsourced 
Services
Healthy Ireland Communi-
cations & Dissemination of 
Information

1,159 720

Healthy Ireland Surveys 611 1,331
Print/Design 63 105
ICT Support & Security 
Services

752 920

Facilities Mgt. (incl. services 
relating to the relocation to a 
new premises)

686 738

Training/Education/Learning 
& Development

221 395

Translation 55 47
Miscellaneous 130 73
TOTAL 3,677 4,329

29/09/2021WRJ00500Health Services

29/09/2021WRJ00600206. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the progress being made to 
deliver the carer’s guarantee; if he plans to address the situation in which the funding for the 
guarantee has gone into the HSE service plan rather than to family carers; his views on the way 
this manner of distributing the carers guarantee can create an inconsistency of funding when 
the varying needs of different areas of the country are taken into account; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46938/21]

29/09/2021WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government com-
mits to delivering a ‘Carers Guarantee’ proposal that will provide a core basket of services to 
carers across the country, regardless of where they live. This commitment is consistent with the 
National Carers’ Strategy, which seeks to support family carers to care with confidence through 
the provision of adequate information, training, services and supports. 

In Budget 2021, €2m was allocated as a first step towards delivering a Carers’ Guarantee, 
providing a more standard package of supports to family carers in every region, in tandem with 
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the community and voluntary sector.

My Department is actively engaging with the HSE and with representative groups on this 
matter to ensure the funding will improve equity of access to carer supports across the country.

29/09/2021WRJ00800Programme for Government

29/09/2021WRJ00900207. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the delivery 
of the National Carers Strategy which is included in the Programme for Government; and the 
reason the National Carers Strategy is not progressing. [46939/21]

29/09/2021WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s National Carers’ Strategy is a 
cross-departmental strategy, designed around a core vision which recognises and respects car-
ers as key care partners who are supported to maintain their own health and well-being, care 
with confidence and who are empowered to participate as fully as possible in economic and 
social life. 

Under the Strategy, a range of measures have been introduced or extended to support fam-
ily carers in recent years. Some of the measures introduced include free GP cards for persons 
in receipt of the carers allowance, increased training and online supports for family carers and 
27,000 hours of emergency respite funded through the HSE in the event that a care giver can no 
longer continue in their caring role. 

Most recently, a Carers Needs Assessment will be piloted this year which will increase our 
knowledge of carers’ needs and €2million was allocated in Budget 2021 to further the National 
Carers’ Strategy in 2021 with a focus on improving equity of access to supports for carers.

My Department remains committed to progressing the implementation of the National Car-
ers Strategy and to engaging with key stakeholders in relation to our progress in this area, in-
cluding relevant government departments, representative organisations and those who advocate 
on behalf of family carers.

29/09/2021WRJ01100Mental Health Services

29/09/2021WRJ01200208. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the funding available to persons with lived experience who work alongside 
HSE personnel in co-facilitating recovery workshops has been reduced since responsibility was 
given to Mental Health Ireland; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that only two 
persons engaged in this work in south County Tipperary were funded; his views on whether the 
level of funding for persons with lived experience who are involved in co-facilitating recovery 
workshops is adequate; if he has discussed the matter with Mental Health Ireland; if so, the mat-
ters discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46940/21]

29/09/2021WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ01400Care of the Elderly

29/09/2021WRJ01500209. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
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to plans to reduce the number of step-down facilities in smaller communities across Ireland. 
[46941/21]

29/09/2021WRJ01600210. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if he foresees a situation in 
which health and step-down facilities in local communities could be closed due to changes in 
spatial requirements in facilities brought on by Covid-19 infection prevention requirements; 
and if so, the factors that would be taken into account when deciding to upgrade or close these 
facilities. [46942/21]

29/09/2021WRJ01700211. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will expand on the com-
ments made by the Minister of State with special responsibility for Mental Health and Older 
People that as many as 350 beds could be lost in district hospitals and step-down facilities in 
the near future; the rationale for the comments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46943/21]

29/09/2021WRJ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 209 to 211, inclusive, together.

I am assuming that the deputy is referring to short-stay/rehabilitative beds when using the 
phrase ‘step down beds’. These traditionally include respite, convalescent, rehabilitation, as-
sessment and palliative care beds.  In recent years transitional care beds have been made avail-
able in areas where acute hospitals are experiencing service pressures with delayed transfers 
of care. These beds have proved to be extremely effective for easing pressures on the acute 
hospital services and facilitating the planning and management of older peoples’ health needs 
in a more appropriate environment.  As outlined in the National Service Plan for 2021,  funding 
in the order of €125m has been provided by the Department of Health for an additional 1,110 
rehabilitation and short stay/intermediate care beds in 2021.   

In relation to the issue of a reduction of long term residential care beds, the HSE recognises 
the importance of providing a quality service experience for residents even in the challenging 
environment of ageing infrastructure where many of our public units are between 100 – 150 
years old. In order to fully address this challenge and to bring all of its units to the required 
HIQA and legislative standards, the HSE, with the support of the Department of Health, are 
working through a systematic programme of development through the Community Nursing 
Unit Programme.   

The emergence of the Covid-19 pandemic has impacted the timeline for the implementa-
tion of the CNU Programme. However, it has also provided an opportunity to incorporate some 
of the learnings from the Covid-19 pandemic, including the recommendations of the Nursing 
Home Expert Panel Report into the overall Reform Programme. The current programme of 
works provides for nearly 90% compliance by the end of 2024 with the remaining 11 projects 
being completed in 2025.    

A key priority of the 2021 HSE Service Plan is to implement the recommendations of the 
Covid-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel Report and to progress the overall reform and develop-
ment of both residential care and home support services to ensure that a wider range of options 
are available within the community in supporting older people. As a result of the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the requirement for enhanced infection control measures together with the necessity 
to improve compliance with HIQA standards there has been a reduction in the order of over 240 
long stay beds in the service with a further 10 beds to be reduced during 2021.   

The HSE will continue to support older people and their families across the health service to 
ensure that people are accommodated as close to their homes and local communities as possible 
and will continue to work with the Department of Health on the overall programme which is 
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referenced in the NSP 2021 and in the associated Capital Plan.

  Question No. 210 answered with Question No. 209.

  Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 209.

29/09/2021WRJ02100Primary Medical Certificates

29/09/2021WRJ02200212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a primary medical certifi-
cate will be expedited in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46948/21]

29/09/2021WRJ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ02400Primary Medical Certificates

29/09/2021WRJ02500213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a primary 
medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46951/21]

29/09/2021WRJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ02700Hospital Procedures

29/09/2021WRJ02800214. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of tests for a per-
son (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46952/21]

29/09/2021WRJ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ03000Health Services Staff

29/09/2021WRJ03100215. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if persons employed by 
ShannonDoc are section 38 or section 39 workers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46953/21]

29/09/2021WRJ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Persons employed by ShannonDoc are 
Section 39 workers as ShannonDoc is a section 39 organisation. Section 39 organisations are 
privately owned and run and their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with em-
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ployment legislation, are strictly between the employer and the employee.

29/09/2021WRJ03300Health Service Executive

29/09/2021WRJ03400216. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated by the 
HSE to ShannonDoc in each of the years 2018 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46954/21]

29/09/2021WRJ03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ03600Health Services Staff

29/09/2021WRJ03700217. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if additional midwives and 
nurses have been instated due to the increased level of care that they are expected to provide in 
maternity settings due the restricted access of birth partners. [46956/21]

29/09/2021WRJ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

29/09/2021WRJ03900Abortion Services

29/09/2021WRJ04000218. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the work that has been car-
ried out to ensure safe access zones are available to those accessing abortion services. [46957/21]

29/09/2021WRJ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am committed to ensuring safe access 
to termination of pregnancy services, and the area remains an ongoing priority. 

Since services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 com-
menced in January 2019, termination of pregnancy services have bedded in relatively smoothly 
to date. This is an extremely positive development, suggesting that termination of pregnancy 
services are becoming a normal part of the Irish healthcare system, in line with Government 
policy. However, I am aware of reports of some protests which have caused distress to those 
accessing and providing services. 

The Department of Health is in regular contact with the HSE and has liaised with An Garda 
Síochána on safe access to services. The Garda National Protective Services Bureau issued a 
notice to all Garda stations raising awareness about the issue. It directed that any protests be 
monitored, and breaches of existing law dealt with. The Department has provided information 
on existing public order and other relevant legislation to the HSE for appropriate distribution to 
services that provide termination of pregnancy. 

Officials in my Department continue to prioritise safe access to termination of pregnancy 
services and to examine legislative options in this area. I plan to have proposals for safe access 
zones on the legislative programme for Spring 2022.

29/09/2021WRJ04200Abortion Services

29/09/2021WRJ04300219. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of CHOs that 
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have access to abortion services in view of the recent survey by a group (details supplied) which 
found that 19% of respondents were refused treatment and were not referred to another health-
care practitioner as per legislated. [46958/21]

29/09/2021WRJ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ04500Hospital Staff

29/09/2021WRJ04600220. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if additional staff were put 
in place in neonatal intensive care units to deal with the additional care needs of newborns in 
view of the fact that there has been limited parental access due to the restrictions imposed on 
maternity units across the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46959/21]

29/09/2021WRJ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

29/09/2021WRJ04800Departmental Inquiries

29/09/2021WRJ04900221. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the status of the sodium 
valproate inquiry as committed to by his Department in November 2020. [46960/21]

29/09/2021WRJ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

29/09/2021WRJ05100Medical Aids and Appliances

29/09/2021WRJ05200222. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he has plans to provide fund-
ing in Budget 2022 for the provision of flash glucose monitoring systems to persons with dia-
betes over 21 years of age based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46961/21]

29/09/2021WRJ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRJ05400Medical Aids and Appliances

29/09/2021WRJ05500223. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ring-fence some of 
the anticipated 2021 cost savings from the recent HSE medicines management programme 
preferred blood glucose strips for adults with type 1 and type 2 diabetes evaluation to fund the 
provision of the flash glucose monitoring systems to persons with diabetes over 21 years of age 
based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46962/21]

29/09/2021WRJ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

29/09/2021WRJ05700Medical Aids and Appliances
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29/09/2021WRJ05800224. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of applications for 
flash glucose monitoring systems submitted by individual hospitals for persons with diabetes 
over 21 years of age; the number approved; the number that were refused in each of the years 
2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; his plans to remove the age restriction on 
flash glucose monitoring systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46963/21]

29/09/2021WRJ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK00200Alcohol Sales

29/09/2021WRK00300225. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of inspections car-
ried to date by the HSE since 12 November 2020 to assess compliance among alcohol retailers 
with section 22 of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018; the detailed rate of compliance as a 
percentage of the total inspections performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46967/21]

29/09/2021WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK00500Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRK00600226. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of testing for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46968/21]

29/09/2021WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK00800Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRK00900227. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46969/21]

29/09/2021WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK01100Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRK01200228. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46970/21]
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29/09/2021WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK01400Ambulance Service

29/09/2021WRK01500229. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with the National 
Ambulance Service to determine the significant delays in ambulance response time in counties 
Laois and Offaly; if he will establish the standard response time from call-out to arrival on the 
scene in those counties in 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46971/21]

29/09/2021WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As these are service matters I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK01700Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRK01800230. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46972/21]

29/09/2021WRK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK02000Primary Medical Certificates

29/09/2021WRK02100231. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a primary 
medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46974/21]

29/09/2021WRK02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK02300Home Help Service

29/09/2021WRK02400232. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if home help will be rein-
stated for a child (details supplied); the reason home help hours were withdrawn; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [46983/21]

29/09/2021WRK02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK02600Primary Medical Certificates

29/09/2021WRK02700233. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a primary 
medical certificate application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46984/21]

29/09/2021WRK02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK02900Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRK03000234. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46985/21]

29/09/2021WRK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK03200Disability Services

29/09/2021WRK03300235. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if funding will be granted in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46987/21]

29/09/2021WRK03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK03500Emergency Services

29/09/2021WRK03600236. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the current costings of the 
emergency aeromedical service offered by the Department of Defence to operate for a year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46990/21]

29/09/2021WRK03700237. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the total sum of Exchequer 
funding that the emergency aeromedical service receives from the State; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46993/21]
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29/09/2021WRK03800238. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the key performance indi-
cator analysis of the emergency aeromedical service in terms of the number of callouts received 
from the National Ambulance Service, average arrival time and so on; and the breakdown of 
the number of incidents that have been attended to by the service in each of the years 2016 to 
2020. [46996/21]

29/09/2021WRK03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 236 to 
238, inclusive, together.

The Emergency Aeromedical Service (EAS), based at Custume Barracks, is a nationwide 
Helicopter Emergency Medical Service provided by the Irish Air Corps in conjunction with 
the National Ambulance Service (NAS) during daylight hours. The service is staffed by an Air 
Corps flight crew, an Emergency Medical Technician and a NAS Advanced Paramedic. Reserve 
support for the EAS is provided by the Irish Coast Guard.  

Regarding costs, the NAS estimated in 2020 an approximate yearly total of €711,000 to 
medically equip an AW139 EMS Helicopter as currently used by the Air Corps with the re-
quired staffing of two whole time equivalent Paramedics and two whole time equivalent Ad-
vanced Paramedics.      

In 2021 the medical equipping and crewing elements of the EAS are being funded by the 
NAS from within a total allocation of €187.5 million, which includes €10 million of new devel-
opment funding to  increase paramedic staff numbers to target capacity deficits and to further 
progress the development of alternative patient care pathways.

Funding for the cost of the purchase and maintenance of the aircraft resource, the recruit-
ment and training of pilots and other associated costs to operate and maintain the EAS are mat-
ters for my colleague, the Minister for Defence.  

As the analysis of EAS call outs and response times are operational matters, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, together with any updated indica-
tive cost data that it may have.

  Question No. 237 answered with Question No. 236.

  Question No. 238 answered with Question No. 236.

29/09/2021WRK04200Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

29/09/2021WRK04300239. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if his Department is con-
sidering an additional allocation of funding in Budget 2022 for a charity (details supplied). 
[46999/21]

29/09/2021WRK04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is engaging in ongoing 
dialogue with the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the 
2022 Estimates.

These discussions are still progressing and until they are concluded it would not be appro-
priate for me to anticipate the outcome.

29/09/2021WRK04500Assisted Human Reproduction
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29/09/2021WRK04600240. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health the preparation that has been 
undertaken for new legislation in the area of human reproduction; the principles that would be 
enshrined in a new law; and when the heads of the Bill will be published. [47010/21]

29/09/2021WRK04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand from my officials, who 
have engaged with the Deputy’s office, that this question relates to domestic surrogacy specifi-
cally.

As the Deputy will be aware, drafting of a bill based on the General Scheme of the Assisted 
Human Reproduction Bill is ongoing by officials in my Department, in conjunction with the 
Office of the Attorney General. I can assure the Deputy that publication of this legislation is a 
priority for my Department and the Government, and a commitment to enact this legislation 
is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”. My Department and the 
Office of the Attorney General continue to prioritise the drafting of this complex legislation and 
will engage intensively over the next few months to finalise the Bill.  

The AHR legislation encompasses the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a wide 
range of practices, including domestic altruistic surrogacy, as well as: gamete (sperm or egg) 
and embryo donation for AHR and research; pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) of em-
bryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and embryo and stem cell research. The legislation 
also provides for the establishment of an independent regulatory authority for AHR.

The surrogacy provisions of the Bill outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy 
in Ireland will be permitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-
authorised by the new AHR Regulatory Authority. The legislation also sets out a court-based 
mechanism through which the parentage of a child born through surrogacy may be transferred 
from the surrogate (and her husband, if applicable) to the intending parent(s).

29/09/2021WRK04800Disability Services

29/09/2021WRK04900241. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health when the primary care, 
disability service and school inclusion waiting lists that were referred to in a statement by Min-
ister of State with special responsibility for Disability in Dáil Éireann in June 2021 are set to be 
finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47025/21]

29/09/2021WRK05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRK05100Hospital Facilities

29/09/2021WRK05200242. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there are dieticians and 
nutritionists involved in the food provided to inpatients in hospitals across the State; if emergent 
health and nutrition guidelines are taken into consideration; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [47026/21]

29/09/2021WRK05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.



29 September 2021

89

29/09/2021WRK05400Food Waste

29/09/2021WRK05500243. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there is a system in place 
to redistribute the food waste produced by hospitals; if any of the hospitals’ food produce or 
products are donated in order to avoid waste; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47027/21]

29/09/2021WRK05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

29/09/2021WRK05700Health Services Staff

29/09/2021WRK05800244. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of early inter-
vention teams that have been established since July 2020, by county in tabular form. [47028/21]

29/09/2021WRK05900245. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of school age 
teams that have been established since July 2020, by county in tabular form. [47029/21]

29/09/2021WRK06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 244 and 245 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 245 answered with Question No. 244.

29/09/2021WRL00300Flexible Work Practices

29/09/2021WRL00400246. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the details of the work underway 
to introduce blended working into the HSE in particular in CHO9 Dublin north central in a way 
that provides flexibility for workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47030/21]

29/09/2021WRL00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A central policy framework for Blended 
Working in the Civil Service will be finalised in conjunction with employee representatives 
over the coming months, and after that it is expected that the public service will follow suit. 
This framework will inform the development of organisation level blended working policies 
tailored to the specific requirements of each Department/Office/agency, whilst ensuring a con-
sistency of approach across the sectors.  

In line with the Government campaign - #MakingRemoteWork – I am supportive of facili-
tating all reasonable and practical applications for blended working, while ensuring the contin-
ued effective and efficient delivery of business.  It is important to note however that many roles 
in the public health sector are not suitable for a blended working pattern.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in respect of their preparations in 
this regard.

29/09/2021WRL00600Health Services

29/09/2021WRL00700247. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the progress being made to 
ensure funding for free contraceptive distribution; if it will be made available in Budget 2022; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47031/21]

29/09/2021WRL00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Following 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, a 
Working Group on Access to Contraception was established in April 2019 to consider the range 
of policy, regulatory and legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contracep-
tion in Ireland.

The Group’s report, which was published in October 2019, identified the barriers that exist 
to accessing contraception and the mechanisms available to overcome those barriers.

The report is available online at: assets.gov.ie/38063/89059243e750415ebf7e96247a4225
ae.pdf  

The findings of this report made clear that a sizable body of work needs to be addressed in 
order to develop and finalise the policy approach, bring forward the necessary legislative pro-
posals and ensure the implementation of service delivery arrangements. 

The need to focus on and prioritise the response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has 
unfortunately delayed progress on this issue. It is, however, important to stress that my Depart-
ment and this Government remain committed to providing free contraception over a phased 
basis, starting with women aged 17 – 25, as set out in the Programme for Government.

Accordingly, a Contraception Implementation Group has been established within my De-
partment, which held its first meeting in July and is currently actively working to progress 
implementation of this Programme for Government commitment as a matter of urgency; con-
traception is currently a Ministerial priority.

In the meantime, access to free contraception is already enabled to some contexts, through 
the National Condom Distribution Service (NCDS), which was established by the HSE Sexual 
Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme (SHCPP) in October 2015.

The NCDS functions as a central point for distributing free condoms and lubricant sachets 
to HSE services and other organisations working with individuals and groups at increased risk 
of negative sexual health outcomes. The NCDS was expanded to 3rd level campuses in 2019 
and will continue to operate in this context as Covid-19 restrictions are lifted and students re-
turn to in-person tuition.

It should also be noted that those with a GMS (medical) card already have access to most 
forms of contraception, subject only to the €1.50 prescription charge. Those with a GP visit card 
are supported to some extent as the clinical consultation cost of contraception is reduced. The 
Drugs Payment Scheme, for which anyone ordinarily resident in Ireland is eligible, covers the 
cost of prescription items above a limit of €114 per month. 

However, I am very conscious that, for those who do not qualify for a GMS (medical) card, 
cost can be a barrier to accessing their preferred or most appropriate form of contraception.  As 
such, Minister Donnelly, myself and our Department remain committed to providing free con-
traception over a phased period, starting with women aged 17-25, as set out in the Programme 
for Government.

Funding allocations for the health sector in 2022 will be announced on Budget Day as per 
usual practice.

29/09/2021WRL00900Children in Care
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29/09/2021WRL01000248. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the way the selection cri-
teria will be devised in relation to the recent commitment to transition 18 out of over 1,300 
young persons living in institutional care into community settings; the detriments of the selec-
tion process, that is, cost of care package, availability of accessible housing, length of stay in 
residential care setting and so on; the projected timeline for the transitions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [47033/21]

29/09/2021WRL01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL01200Employment Rights

29/09/2021WRL01300249. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he plans to introduce 
training or a protocol for employers to guide support for employees who are experiencing peri-
menopause and menopause. [47034/21]

29/09/2021WRL01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government recognises that meno-
pause is a key health issue for women in Ireland today, and work is underway to drive progress 
in this area which is being driven by the Women’s Health Taskforce. Menopause has been iden-
tified as a priority under the Women’s Health Taskforce. The Women’s Health Taskforce was 
established in September 2019 with the aim of improving women’s health outcomes and experi-
ences of healthcare. The Taskforce has met fourteen times since it was established in September 
2019. A number of initial priority areas for action were determined by the Taskforce in 2020, 
with the issue of menopause recognised and included as one of these priority areas.

The issue of menopause has also been emphasised through the nationwide “Radical Lis-
tening” exercise carried out by the Women’s Health Taskforce. This exercise enabled women 
across the country to share their views and experiences of the health sector and health services. 
A report on the findings of this ‘radical listening’ exercise was published on September 14th 
2021.

In relation to support for women at work through the menopause, women’s health will be 
represented at the Healthy Workplace implementation group which is to be established in 2021, 
following the publication of the Healthy Workplace Framework in the coming months. Follow-
ing publication, an Implementation Group will be established with responsibility for develop-
ing an action plan. A representative from Women’s Health will be included on the Implemen-
tation Group to ensure the needs of women in the workplace are incorporated. Through this 
representation, the particular issues for women at work will be highlighted for consideration. 
This has particular reference to menopause within the workplace.

At present, there is existing guidance available from CIPD.ie for organisations who wish 
to consider their response and support to women throughout their menopause journey within 
work. They provide resources for people managers and professionals to use in the workplace 
to help break the stigma of women going through the menopause. This includes a menopause 
at work document which can help organisations consider how they can make their workplaces 
more supportive for women throughout their menopause journey.

The Minister for Health and the Women’s Health Taskforce are committed to improving the 
experience of women in Ireland through the menopause. This is underscored by the announce-
ment on September 10th of a new approach to menopause care in Ireland, beginning with the 
establishment of a dedicated specialist menopause clinic. This forms a core part of a new ap-
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proach to menopause care for women in Ireland and will be supported by enhanced community 
and primary care supports as well as the publication of targeted and trusted sources of informa-
tion for women experiencing menopause.

Menopause will continue to be a priority for the Women’s Health Taskforce for 2021 and 
2022.

29/09/2021WRL01500Mental Health Services

29/09/2021WRL01600250. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he plans to increase the 
number of child and adolescent mental health service units made available nationwide given 
they are only in counties Dublin, Cork and Galway and only two of them take out-of-hours 
admissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47035/21]

29/09/2021WRL01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRL01800Health Services Staff

29/09/2021WRL01900251. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if the public sector speech 
and language therapists that were redeployed during the Covid-19 period will be reinstated in 
their initial capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47036/21]

29/09/2021WRL02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational issue, I have the 
HSE to respond to the HSE directly.

29/09/2021WRL02100Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRL02200252. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47042/21]

29/09/2021WRL02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL02400Disability Services

29/09/2021WRL02500253. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if matters in relation to the 
case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47092/21]

29/09/2021WRL02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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29/09/2021WRL02700Disability Services

29/09/2021WRL02800254. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if supports are available for busi-
ness that provide a sensory experience for persons with disabilities and mental health issues 
[47106/21]

29/09/2021WRL02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

The Deputy has clarified that the question refers to funding for private businesses looking to 
provide sensory experiences for their customers with disabilities or mental health-related needs. 
I must inform the Deputy that there are no funding streams of this kind available through the 
Department of Health or Health Service Executive (HSE). 

29/09/2021WRL03000Hospital Appointments Status

29/09/2021WRL03100255. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment can be 
expedited for a person (details supplied). [47136/21]

29/09/2021WRL03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL03300Covid-19 Pandemic

29/09/2021WRL03400256. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare will receive their EU Digital COVID Certificate given that they have 
been vaccinated since March 2021 in Qatar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47137/21]

29/09/2021WRL03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following the successful rollout of the 
initial implementation phase of the EU Digital COVID Certificate in Ireland the Government 
is adding a further service to enable Irish citizens vaccinated outside of the EU, with Irish ap-
proved vaccines, to obtain a Digital COVID certificate valid in Ireland and across the EU. 

This service will be released in a two phased approach. An announcement on the launch of 
the portal will be made shortly.

29/09/2021WRL03600Medicinal Products

29/09/2021WRL03700257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which medi-
cines for the treatment of rare diseases continue to be approved with particular reference to 
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those deemed to make a considerable beneficial impact; the number of such medicines currently 
under examination; the number approved in the past year; the expectation for the future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [47138/21]

29/09/2021WRL03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has statutory responsibility 
for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, 
in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL03900Tobacco Control Measures

29/09/2021WRL04000258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which vaping 
or other smoking alternatives continue to be evaluated with a view to ensuring that they do not 
encourage tobacco smoking; if the smoking habit has increased through the use of alternatives 
or hand-rolled tobacco cigarettes; if he proposes to take steps to address such issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [47139/21]

29/09/2021WRL04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In October 2020 the Health Research 
Board published the findings of three evidence reviews conducted at the request of the Minister 
for Health.  The reviews examined electronic cigarettes and heat-not-burn tobacco products 
including their public health harms or benefits and their effectiveness as an aid to cessation of 
smoking tobacco products.

The evidence reviews found that e-cigarettes are not harmless but that they are less harmful 
than tobacco cigarettes, that e-cigarettes are as effective as nicotine replacement therapies for 
smoking cessation up to 6 months and that there is a positive association between e-cigarette 
use and subsequent smoking in adolescents. 

The reviews also made clear that further research was needed on the effects of alternatives 
such as heat-not-burn tobacco products as there is currently insufficient evidence to draw any 
conclusions about these products. The Department of Health continues to monitor emerging 
evidence concerning novel products.

E-cigarette usage is monitored in the Healthy Ireland Survey. The most recent survey (2019) 
found that 5% of people reported using electronic cigarettes. Use of e-cigarettes among smok-
ers was 10%, among ex-smokers was 13% and among non-smokers was 1%. 

In relation to tobacco smoking, the 2019 Healthy Ireland survey found that the overall 
smoking prevalence in Ireland had dropped to 17%, with 14% smoking regularly and 3% oc-
casionally.  It is not possible to point to any single factor or product as the cause of changes in 
smoking rates which is why Ireland’s Tobacco Free Ireland policy, and the WHO MPOWER 
model on which it is based, both recommend multiple measures to address tobacco smoking. 
Those measures including addressing areas such price, restrictions on promotion and cessation 
services.  

The General Scheme for a Public Health (Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill 
includes multiple measures to reduce the disease, disability and death associated with tobacco 
smoking. The Scheme for a Bill provides for a licensing system for the retail sale of tobacco 
products and nicotine inhaling products, a prohibition on the sale of tobacco products from 
vending machines, a prohibition on the sale of e-cigarettes to persons under the age of 18 and 
a prohibition on the sale of tobacco products and e-cigarettes by persons under the age of 18. 
The General Scheme is with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel for drafting and has also been 
referred to the Oireachtas Committee on Health for Pre-Legislative Scrutiny.
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29/09/2021WRL04200Mental Health Services

29/09/2021WRL04300259. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will receive an urgent appointment with CAMHS in Cherry Orchard [47143/21]

29/09/2021WRL04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

29/09/2021WRL04500Disability Services

29/09/2021WRL04600260. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health when day centres (details 
supplied) in County Sligo will be reopened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47152/21]

29/09/2021WRL04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Day services 
re-opened at 39% capacity at service locations throughout August and early September of 2020, 
and by end of January 2021 this had increased to 51%. The combination of supports in the loca-
tion, outreach supports, and remote supports provides an overall quantum of support to service 
users of over 60% at the end of January. The increase in day service capacity was supported by 
additional funding of €30 million provided in Budget 2021 to increase capacity in buildings and 
provide extra staff. This funding provided an increase in day services by an average of one day 
a week for 14,940 people against September 2020 service levels. 

I was very pleased to announce that adult day services for people with disabilities will return 
to full capacity by October 22nd, in line with our COVID 19 response  ‘Reframing the Chal-
lenge’ roadmap for the lifting of restrictions.   

Day service providers have been requested to develop their individual day service location 
roadmaps to increase the level of day service provision to 100% restoration for each day service 
user by October 22nd.  

Infection prevention and control measures that have been introduced to support the safe 
delivery of adult disability day services since the onset of COVID 19 will remain in place after 
October 22nd. These arrangements include risk assessments, enhanced environmental hygiene, 
and pod like arrangements in day service locations. Mask wearing will remain in place in day 
services, except for those who are exempt from wearing a face covering. 

Further updates for service users and families will also be made available at the following 
link: www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/disability/newdirections/resumption-of-adult-day-servic-
es-for-adults-with-disabilities.html 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly with regard the specific service locations mentioned, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL04800Pension Provisions

29/09/2021WRL04900261. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if an increase is due in relation 
to a HSE pension for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47156/21]

29/09/2021WRL05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL05100Disease Management

29/09/2021WRL05200262. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a response will issue in rela-
tion to matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding Lyme disease; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [47174/21]

29/09/2021WRL05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

29/09/2021WRL05400Defibrillators Provision

29/09/2021WRL05500263. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he plans to map public AEDs 
throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47176/21]

29/09/2021WRL05600264. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he plans to provide more 
public AEDs particularly in areas in which there is a lack of the facility; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47177/21]

29/09/2021WRL05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 263 
and 264 together.

AEDs (defibrillators) are available in many locations across society under the management 
of various organisations. The location, maintenance and upkeep of these devices is a matter 
for the supplying organisations. The HSE is not responsible for the supply or upkeep of AEDs. 
As such, an AED register would not be within the scope of the Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest 
Strategy.

  Question No. 264 answered with Question No. 263.

29/09/2021WRM00200Covid-19 Pandemic

29/09/2021WRM00300265. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE advice to 
teachers and childcare providers does not recommend that other parents should be told if a child 
has tested positive for Covid-19 in a school, class or group, in view of the fact that parents of 
children with an underlying health condition or with family members with an underlying health 
condition would be put at risk and would need to take appropriate action to protect that person; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47178/21]

29/09/2021WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The role of testing and contact tracing, 
as part of the wider public health response, has been under ongoing review throughout the pan-
demic and will continue to be reviewed and amended in line with the epidemiological profile 
of the disease, its impact on healthcare utilisation and outcomes, and the vaccination status of 
the population. 

I have approved recommendations from NPHET focusing on children in childcare and pri-
mary education settings to ensure children may continue in education to the greatest extent 
possible. These recommendations recognise the very significant impact of the previous testing 
and tracing requirements on children in these settings. The changes which came into effect on 
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27 September 2021 are as follows: 

- Automatic contact tracing of close contacts in childcare facilities and primary education 
will be discontinued (not including special education facilities).  

- Testing of asymptomatic close contacts in childcare facilities and primary education will 
be discontinued (not including special education facilities). 

- Children aged 12 yrs or under, who are identified as close contacts in childcare, educa-
tional settings, special education settings or other non-household settings and who are asymp-
tomatic will no longer be required to restrict movements, unless indicated by the local public 
health team.  

- Children aged 12 yrs or under who are identified as household close contacts in household 
settings will still be required to restrict movements and get tested, regardless of symptomatic 
status.

It is important to reiterate that the public health advice remains that any child aged 12 yrs 
or under who displays symptoms consistent with COVID-19 should rapidly self-isolate and not 
attend school or socialise until 48 hours after they are symptom free.

Further information is available in the Guidance for COVID-19 Contact Tracing for Chil-
dren (>3 months to under 13 years of age) published by the Health Protection and Surveillance 
Centre, available at www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/edu-
cationguidance/Contact%20tracing%20under%2013s.pdf

 The recommendations which have come into effect are based on what has been learned 
throughout the pandemic, primarily

- Children seem more likely than adults to have no symptoms or to have mild disease

- Investigation of cases identified in school settings suggests that child to child transmission 
in schools is uncommon and not the primary cause of Sars-CoV-2 infection in children, particu-
larly in pre-school and primary educational settings

- Children are rarely identified as the route of transmission of infection into the household 
setting

- Children are not more likely than adults to spread infection to other people.

On that basis, from a public health perspective there is no clinical need for information to 
be routinely shared with contacts of cases and Public Health do not recommend telling parents 
of other children that there has been a case of COVID 19 within a class or group. Sharing of 
health data relating to positive cases in the manner envisaged in the question should only be 
done on the advice of Public Health and according to the provisions of the Infectious Disease 
Regulations. Since the provisions of the Infectious Disease Regulations no longer apply in this 
instance, it is important to note the importance of an individual’s confidentiality not being bro-
ken by others, in line with normal GDPR requirements. It is important that families are aware of 
the need to ensure they do not send children in to school and childcare facilities or to participate 
in activities if the child has new symptoms consistent with COVID 19. In these circumstances 
they should observe their child and contact their GP as appropriate. It is also important to regu-
larly re-enforce the benefit to all of continuing to abide by infection prevention control and 
mitigation measures in place within school and childcare facilities.

The Deputy may wish to note that the changes in guidance outlined above do not apply to 
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special educational needs (SEN) schools or SEN-specific classes or children attending respite 
care. In these circumstances close contacts amongst children may well still be identified and 
asked to restrict their movements, following a Public Health Risk Assessment conducted by a 
public health doctor. However, close contacts will generally be requested only to restrict their 
movements for 5 days and be referred for one COVID-19 test. This is to balance the observation 
period required for children for signs of infection, with testing at the most relevant time, whilst 
not prolonging restricted movements and the harms to children from these restrictions.

29/09/2021WRM00500Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRM00600266. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount his Department has spent on a hand sanitiser (details supplied) before its manufacturer 
recalled the product in October 2020; and if the State has been reimbursed for these costs. 
[46896/21]

29/09/2021WRM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
The Department implements the Biocidal Product Regulation (EU No. 528/2012) to ensure 
that biocidal products placed on the Irish market are safe for humans, animals and the environ-
ment. Hand sanitisers and indeed certain other products such as disinfectants and some brands 
of wipes are biocidal products. 

All biocidal products, including hand sanitisers must be registered with the Department 
before being placed on the market.

I wish to advise the Deputy that before centrally purchased supplies became fully available 
at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is possible that some small amounts of hand sanitiser 
products purchased locally may have been of a brand subsequently subject to a recall.   

However, all these supplies would have been used up before the recall that occurred later in 
2020. On that basis, the Department can report that it did not seek any reimbursements.

29/09/2021WRM00800Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRM00900267. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 
2019. [46920/21]

29/09/2021WRM01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): It 
is not possible to provide the information requested by the Deputy in the required time. The 
information is currently being compiled and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is avail-
able.

29/09/2021WRM01100Seaweed Harvesting

29/09/2021WRM01200268. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of seaweed harvesting licence applications (details supplied). [47069/21]

29/09/2021WRM01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department considers applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions 
of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable national and 
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EU legislation.  The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and 
technical advisers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a 
period of public consultation.

In accordance with the applicable legislation, the Statutory and Public Consultation phase in 
respect of the applications referred to by the Deputy has now concluded.  Every effort is being 
made to expedite determinations in respect of these applications having regard to the complexi-
ties involved.

As these licence applications are under active consideration as part of a statutory process, it 
would not be appropriate to comment further on the matter at this time.

29/09/2021WRM01400Departmental Expenditure

29/09/2021WRM01500269. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 
2019. [46933/21]

29/09/2021WRM01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
total spend on external contractors, consultancy services and other outsourcing in 2018 and 
2019 in my Department is set out in the following table. 

Year   Spend   
2018   €245,853   
2019   €858,538   

29/09/2021WRM01700Digital Hubs

29/09/2021WRM01800270. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if additional funding will be provided for digital hubs particularly in north central areas of 
Cork city; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47032/21]

29/09/2021WRM01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department operates a number of schemes that focus on projects supporting remote working 
and enhancing town centre living as outlined in “Our Rural Future – Ireland’s Rural Develop-
ment Policy 2021-2025.” 

During the summer I awarded €8.8 million in funding through the Connected Hubs funding 
stream for existing digital hubs and BCPs in every region. This investment will add capacity 
to remote working infrastructure with over €3 million of the funding awarded  to the Southern 
region, including a number of successful projects in Cork City.   

My Department’s Rural Regeneration Development Fund and the Town and Village Renew-
al Scheme also both support the establishment of new digital hubs. Under this year’s scheme, 
projects that bring vacant properties in town centres back into use as remote working hubs were 
eligible  to apply for funding. Projects that repurpose existing community or publicly owned 
buildings in town or village centres to facilitate remote working were also eligible.   

Calls for applications for this year’s funding streams are now closed, with details of success-
ful applications available on my Department’s website. Details of calls for applications to 2022 
funding streams will  be announced by my Department in due course. 
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Applications to facilitate new digital hubs in the area which the Deputy refers to may be 
eligible to apply under the Urban Regeneration Development Fund.  This fund  has an alloca-
tion of 2 billion euro up to 2027. The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
is responsible for administering the fund.


